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President Saleh:
“Kidnapping should be considered 

as one form of terrorism”
In his inaugural speech con­
cerning the parliament and the 
Shoura Council’s new five- 
year plan (2001-2005), 
President Saleh said on 
Saturday that kidnapping 
should be considered as one 
form of terrorism. In his state­
ment, he openly accused all 
kidnappers of terrorism, some­
thing that Yemen has been suf­
fering from for many years. 
Addressing the problematic 
situation of kidnapping in 
Yemen, President Saleh said 
that the kidnapper of the 
Chinese citizen, Mawein 
Dong, wanted to pressure the 
government to increase his 
military rank. He was appar­
ently frustrated because he had 
served for a long time as an 
escort to one of the sheikhs.
“We condemn terrorism in all 
its forms.. We ourselves have 
suffered greatly from terrorism 
throughout the last few years. 
The USS Cole incident, the 
Abyan kidnapping incident of 
December 1998, as well as oth­
ers, have caused great damage 
to our national economy,” he 
said.

President Saleh welcomed the 
statements of the American 
president, George Bush, in 
which he expressed his 
approval of the independent 
state of Palestine. He also 
called upon the international 
community to bring Israeli 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon to 
the International Tribunal for 
prosecution concerning crimes 
against humanity, crimes he 
continues to commit. “Sharon 
is definitely more dangerous 
than the former Serbian leader, 
President Milosevic," he said. 
He also said he was not 

demanding that the public give 
up their weapons. He said he 
was not against carrying 
weapons, but rather affirmed 
the importance of “regulating 
the carrying of weapons.” 
Finally, the President said the 
government should realize the 
needs of the public instead of 
focusing only on certain inter­
ests. He also stated that the leg­
islative authorities should have 
a common vision concerning 
uniform law enforcement; 
they should be the first to abide 
by these laws and not the first 
to break them.

Tribal Clashes in Marib 
Kill 10 and Injure 32

Ten people were killed and 32 
others injured last week in 
armed clashes between the 
tribes of Al-Jeda’an and Jahm 
in Marib, 200 km. south to 
Sana'a. A tribal source told 
Yemen Times that the clashes 
broke out because of a dispute 
between the two tribes over a 
border piece of land. The 
source added that various sorts 
of weapons had been used in 
the confrontations leading to 
the congestion of all main 
roads to Marib. These clashes 
came after several months of a

cease fire agreement between 
the sheikhs of the two tribes.
Last week six people were 
killed and 16 injured in similar 
clashes between the tribes of 
Kuhlan and Migtah in the gov­
ernorate of Hajjah. The 
clashed also erupted because 
of a dispute over a piece of 
land. Such disputes, which 
erupt every now and then in 
tribal areas of Yemen, hinder 
the lives of communities as 
they can last up to three or 
four decades.
The authorities have been 

unable to bring such headaches 
under control. Usually military 
force in the area does not stop 
warring tribes. The Shura 
Council formed a committee to 
address this problem, but so 
far, it has not done anything 
substantial.
At the same time, the two sides 
authorized al-Sheikh Naser al- 
Hayal, from the Jahm tribe, bin 
Kherfan from al-Jeda’an, and 
Ali Abduh Rabuh, to settle the 
dispute. An armistice has been 
signed for six months between 
the two sides.

Yemeni Government to Take University Staff 
to Court for Their Continuing Strike

The Yemeni government said it 
would go to court to settle its 
problem with the university 
teaching staff. The staff have 
been on strike for over two 
weeks, demanding a rise in 
their salaries.
The university's supreme coun­

cil held a meeting last 
Thursday, deciding that the aca­
demic year should start 
October, 6. It also urged all 
teachers to start teaching and 
stop striking, indicating that 
only working people would 
receive their salaries.

An official 
source said that 
political and par­
tisan motivations 
stood behind the 
strike. It also said 
the strike forced 
students to join 

private universities. They also 
pointed out that if the strike 
continues, the university will 
still manage to operate. PM 
Abdul Qader Bajammal said 
last week that he could replace 
the administrative employees at 
the universities by those return­
ing from the Gulf countries. 
The statement provoked anger 
by many university employees, 
requesting that the PM apolo­
gize, threatening to file a case 
against him in court.

Continued on page 2

Hull Denies Any 
Possible Strike 
Against Yemen

Mr. Edmund J. Hull, the new American 
Ambassador to Yemen, held a town 
meeting for American citizens at the 
US Embassy on October 3rd. The 
meeting was attended by 120 American 
citizens, most being Yemeni- 
Americans. The intention of the meet­
ing was to introduce the ambassador to 
the American community as well as to 
discuss the security situation in light of 
the September 11th terrorist attacks in 
the US.
According to a press release by the 
embassy, the ambassador said that in 
the war against terrorism, Yemen is a 
partner and not a target of possible 
strikes by the US military.
The release also said that Ambassador 
Hull urges American citizens to be 
cautious and to exercise good personal 
security, while expressing his gratitude 
to the Yemeni government for doing its 
utmost to protect Americans in Yemen. 
The American citizens agreed with the 
ambassador that the September 11 
attacks in the US, and the attack against 
the USS Cole in Aden last October, 
hurt both the USA and Yemen. The 
American citizens expressed their con­
dolences with families of the victims in 
New York and Washington, and 
expressed their support for the US and 
its leadership in the international effort 
to eradicate terrorism.
Ambassador Hull presented his creden­
tials to president Ali Abdullah Saleh 
last Monday. Prior to joining his new 
post as ambassador to Yemen, 
Ambassador Hull was acting as the 
coordinator of Counter-Terrorism 
Department for the US Department of 
State.

Continued on page 2

Kalalah Denies 
News of his 

Arrest in US

Mr. Hamdoun Kalalah, a Yemenia pilot 
receiving his higher education in Texas, 
US, said in an email to the Yemen Times 
that news of his arrest published in 
issue No. 39 of the Yemen Times on 
September 24, 2001 was not true. "It 
was just a questioning matter like 
everybody in flight school," he
said. He added that the US gov­
ernment had been nice to all peo­
ple of different races, including 
Muslims.
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Words of Wisdom
“Sana’a University today has become nothing 
more than a large primary school. Students come 
and go, they are instructed in over-crowded 
classes, and they have no books.
There are few books in the library as well since 
the annual acquisition has fallen to zero, no 
international periodical and journals are 
purchased, and the labs of even the hard-science 
colleges leave much to be desired. As a result 

hardly any research is carried out.
November 14, 1993.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999) 
Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
Security in Yemen: 

THE FIRST PRIORITY

Y
emen is unfortunately among the few countries in 
the world where security is not well established, 
especially in rural areas. The violent incidents that 
we hear of in various parts of the country represent 
the great necessity to focus on this matter before 

things get out of hand. Just two weeks ago, around 20 people were 
killed in tribal clashes that were too “dangerous” for the armed 
forces to interfere. Tribes continue to slaughter each other while the 
state merely watches. Crimes are on the rise and continued inci­
dents of kidnapping have resulted in a fear, not only among for­
eigners in the country, but also among Yemenis.
It is imperative that the Yemeni government try to find a solution to 
the ever increasing number of arms and light weapons in the coun­
try and for us to wake up to the security problems that surround us. 
It is also time to start realizing the threat that insecurity causes to 
our economic and social welfare.
Some who may read this article might say that we, “should not raise 
the issue of insecurity in the current global circumstances following 
the attacks against the USA. This might cause others to think that 
we have terrorism.” On the contrary, I believe that now is the time 
for us to target our security problems-problems that have so far 
been ignored. We saw what terrorists can do in a country where 
security and law enforcement measures are the toughest in the 
world. How would it be for Yemen, where we have an average of 
three pieces of weaponry per person?
Our call to concentrate on internal security is a national obligation 
and duty, and not, as some might argue, an attempt of betrayal to 
our country. We are raising such issues at such a time because we 
feel responsible towards our country’s future; we feel that we must 
do something about the lawlessness and insecurity that exists in our 
beloved Yemen.
As a matter of fact, the President has himself reiterated the fact that 
kidnapping is a form of terrorism, and as long as it is not stopped, 
Yemen will continue to witness insecurity and turbulence.
Only when we believe in the importance of controlling the security 
situation in the country by enforcing stiff and uniform punishments, 
no matter how highly ranked an individual might be, will we be able 
to have a stable country with a growing economy.
In conclusion, until we realize the high priority of security and uni­
form law enforcement, we will continue to face more difficulties 
and obstacles, thus hindering our country’s development.

The management and staff of Sheraton 
Sana’a Hotel welcome their new Sales 
Manager, Mr. Sameh F. Shawky.
Mr. Shawky started his sales and 
marketing profession in 1982 and spent 
more than 10 years in the hospitality 
industry. He joined the six continents chain 
at Holiday Inn Worldwide and Partner 
Hotel, one of Spain’s biggest chains.
Wishing him all the best!

Sheraton Sana'a Hotel in Yemen also 
announces the appointment of Rene 
J.M. Schillings as Executive Assistant 
Manager i/c of Food and Beverage. 
Rene, a native of The Netherlands was 
transferred from Sheraton Walker Hill in 
Seoul, South Korea where he was the 
director of Food and Beverage. 
Previously, 
Rene worked 
for Sheraton 
Hotels in 

Tanzania and Hong Kong.
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Infringements In & Out of Yemen
The Yemeni Organization for Defense of 
Human Rights & Democratic Freedoms, has 
bitterly complained about the sharp increase of 
violence and killings against Arabs and 
Muslims in the US, Canada and, Australia. 
The resources said that four Yemeni citizens 
have been killed, three in America and one in 
Canada. Consequently, the Organization has 
called for an immediate reaction towards these 
acts of extremism against Arabs and Muslims 
to save them and to protect their properties.

The Yemeni Organization for the Defense of 
Human Rights and Democratic Freedoms has 
also received a complaint from the Yemeni 
journalist, Mohsen Dallaq, who has carried out 
a sit-in in the Yemeni Journalist Syndicate 
(YJS) in Sana'a since the beginning of August, 
2001. Dallaq has been protesting the verdicts 
issued against him by a non-specialized court. 
The government has previously appealed to 
the YJS and to the President of the Republic to 
carry out justice in the matter.

Nine Yemenis Detained in the USA
Official sources said that American authori­
ties detained nine Yemenis and questioned 
them about the latest terrorist attacks in 
Washington and New York. The sources said

that most of detainees are students and immi­
grants who study electrical engineering and 
aviation. The sources said that the detainees 
are not being interrogated as suspects. They 
are Omaer Sulaiman Mihader Mohammed 
Abdullah, Ramez Noman, Hussein Ali Hassan 
Al-Attas, Yehia Ali Amri, Ahment Qasim 
Ahmen, Saleh Qasim, Saleh Akram Abdullah 
Rashed, Raid Al-Wisabi.
Al-Wisabi is being interrogated for having a 
relationship with Hani Hanjor, a person 
believed to have died in one of the two planes 
that crashed into the World Trade Center.
Yemenis in America have been killed in 
American and Western response to the attacks 
in the USA. Yemen condemned the attacks 
and took stiff security measures in its airports. 
Some Afghan- Arabs have been arrested.

YJS Hosts Ministers of 
Planning & Immigrants 

Affairs
Due to the continuity of the joint meetings 
between the Parliament and the Shora 
Council, the Yemeni Journalist Syndicate 
(YJS) has decided to host Mr. Ahmed 
Mohammed Sufan, Minster of Planning & 
Development and Mr. Abdu Ali Qubati, 
Minister of Immigrants Affairs, in an open 
dialogue with journalists. The dialogue will 
tackle issues related to development plans and 
the future economic horizons in Yemen in 
light of current circumstances and their conse­
quences on Yemeni expatriates. The session 
has been scheduled for 10:00 a.m. Monday 
morning, October 8th, 2001 at the Grand Hall 
of the Information Center in al-Zira’a Street.

Yemeni-Eritrean Talks 
Concluded

Yemeni-Eritrean talks concerning fishing 
rights, chaired by the two countries’ Foreign 
Ministers Dr. Abu Bakr Al-Qerbi and Mr. Ali 
Sayed Abdulla, were concluded on Tuesday 
without reaching an agreement.
The Sana’a four-day talks included an assess­
ment of implementing agreements signed by 
the two countries, as well as a completion of 
measures to finalize other agreements of coop­
eration before the end of the year.
Yemeni and Eritrean viewpoints also differed 
in trying to explain texts contained in the reso­
lution of the International Arbitration Body 
with regard to Hunish Archipelago. This, 
however, did not prevent discussing the estab­
lishment of a joint fishing company, as the two 
sides indicated a desire for increasing cooper­
ation in this field.

Handicrafts
Directory to be 

Launched
Mr. Sultan Ali Hamoud has completed the 
preparations for launching the Handicrafts & 
Furniture Directory of Yemen, sponsored by 
the Yemen Times. The preparations for the 
directory took seven months, during which he 
traveled to seven governates of the Republic to 
collect information and photos of furniture and 
shops. The directory will be printed on fine 
quality paper within the next couple of weeks.

Zindani calls for 
Jihad in Palestine

Sheikh Abdulmajid al-Zindani, Chairman of 
Islah Shora Council, expressed his concerns 
over assembling foreign troops in the region, 
adding that these forces may foil any attempts 
by Muslims to stop the Zionists from demol­
ishing al-Aqsa Mosque. This came on Sunday 
during a party organized by the Islah Party for 
supporting the Intifada. Zindani commended 
the stance of President Saleh in supporting the 
Palestinian Intifada and his refusal of any for­
eign intervention in Yemen’s internal affairs. 
Furthermore, Zindani called on political par­
ties, peoples’ organizations, sheikhs and 
tribesmen to stand by the government to main­
tain a unified stance in the Palestinian cause. 
Furthermore, ten thousand demonstrators ral­
lied, protesting the U.S.’s biased stance 
towards Israel and asking Arab and Islamic 
leaders to open the doors for Jihad, stressing 
that it is the only way to restore al-Quds 
(Jerusalem). Similarly, some partisan leaders 
condemned the massacres committed by the 
Zionist entity against the defenseless 
Palestinian people. On the other hand, al- 
Eman University, administered by Sheikh 
Zindani, is still closed, while students are 
doing their annual on-field studies earlier than 
usual, probably due to the recent terrorist 
attacks on New York and Washington.

Continuations from page 1
Hull Denies Any Possible Strike Against Yemen
The Central Bank of Yemen, in its cooperation 
with the international effort, informed all banks 
working in Yemen to closely scrutinize their 
accounts. The objective is to find possible 
bank accounts belonging to associations or 
persons with connection to Usama Bin 
Laden, America’s prime suspect in the attack. 
On the condition of anonymity, banking 
sources told YT that the investigations carried 
out so far have not been fruitful, but also con­
firming that the process of scrutinizing bank 
accounts will continue. They said this proce­
dure was one of the demands the US 
Administration requested Yemen to fulfill in its 
cooperation with the world wide fight against

terrorism.
On a similar note, last Tuesday, the Yemeni 
Cabinet endorsed three international treaties 
relating to countering the financial supply of 
plastic explosives and nuclear materials. The 
cabinet authorized the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to sign the treaties after they were rat­
ified by the Parliament and the Council.
At the same time, it is expected that the 
Yemeni religious scholars will reach a final 
statement concerning Yemen’s position 
towards the anti-terrorism coalition. However, 
there are still disagreements concerning 
some of the content of the statement due to 
political taboos

Yemeni Government to Take University Staff to Court 
for Their Continuing Strike

The organization of teaching staff sent a mes­
sage to President Saleh, asking for an appoint­
ment to discuss their problem with the govern­
ment. The time for the meeting has not yet 
been fixed, but Yemen Times learned that the 
organization has already selected names of 
those who will meet the President.
In addition, in a letter to the students, the 
teaching staff disclosed that they are being 
pressured not to speak out concerning the 
deterioration of university education. The syn­

dicate held the government responsible for 
stalling the organization's efforts to reform 
higher education as well as preventing thou­
sands of secondary school graduates from 
joining universities. The letter suggested that 
the government meet the demands of the rise 
in population by building new technical insti­
tutes around the country.
The university teaching organization con­
demned the government’s attempt to tarnish 
their image and belittle their role in society.

Erratum
In the last issue of Yemen Times there 
has been a typographical error in 
writing the total cost of the liquefied 
gas stores of Aden Refineries, which is 
rather 560 million Yemeni Rial and 
not USD 560 million.

Police Arrest four people of the 
kidnappers of Mao

Official sources said the police 
detained four people suspected to be 
tied with the kidnapping of the Chinese 
citizen, Mao Ding, who was snatched 
by armed tribesmen on Sunday, 
September 23rd. The detainees are 
Mohammed Ahmed Ahmed Al-Hajja 
Ahmed Aidh, Haddi Kharis, and 
Awadh Mohammed Ahmed. The kid­
napped Chinese sent letters to the 
Chinese Embassy, saying that he was 
okay. While the mediations with the 
tribe to release the hostage have come

to a halt, military forces are sieging the 
Nihm tribe, where they believe the 
hostage is being kept.
The kidnapper is reported to be a 
retired military colonel. He has 
demanded that the authorities stop the 
decision of his retirement, give him 
back his car, and employ 20 of his peo­
ple in the special Guards Army.
The Chinese Embassy has expressed 
concern about the hostage and request­
ed that the Yemeni government have 
him released peacefully.

Open Invitation for Training
Sponsored by Yemenia and R.D. & Partner

A Workshop Organized by Amra Consulting - JEDDO Middle East
"Getting to Know ISO 9000"

Amra consulting is delighted to invite you for the workshop that will be held at 
Sheraton Hotel-Sana'a Monday 8th October 2001 and will be repeated on the 
next day, 9th October 2001. The workshop will start at 10:00 am and will end 
at 1:00 pm.

The seminar will be inaugurated by 
H.E. Minister of Industry and Trade 

Mr. Abdulrahman Mohamed Ali Othman

and will be sponsored by
Yemen Airways (Yemenia) and R.D. & Partner

Speaker: Eng. Mohammed Ramadan, a Jordanian expert in management and 
industry affairs, regional manager of Amra Consulting - JEDDO Middle East 
group Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and Gulf States.

Objective: to introduce the concept of ISO 9000 and explain why it is impor­
tant, how it could benefit your organization, and how it could be implemented.

For more information about ISO 9000, join us in our training course at the 
Sheraton Sana'a Hotel on Monday Oct. 8th, and Tuesday Oct. 9th.

For more information call our technical staff at 237500

As Royal Jordanian, we would like to announce that we have launched the new 
Crown Class services on all our networks effective 1st October 2001 with First 
Class services and seats.
We also would like to inform our clients that Royal Jordanian Airlines shifted 
its offices in Sana’a to a new location at Abulhassen Al-Hamadani street 
(Hadda) besides DHL office and in front of the Libyan Embassy. Our new tele­
phone numbers are as follows:

Sales Office: Tel. 508349/50
Area Manager: Telefax 508348

Our old telephone numbers of the sales office (275028/9/30 and area manager 
275314/274469 will stay in service until the 31st of December 2001.
We would also like to inform you that Royal Jordanian’s operations to Yemen 
and in the whole network is going on as normal. For more details, you may con­
tact our offices on the below numbers:
Sana'a: (01) 508349/50 - Aden: (02) 244546/3475 - Taiz: (04) 252504/457 - Ibb: (04) 
410782/07423 - Hodeidah: (03) 208691 - Mukalla: (05) 354843 - Seiyun: (05) 402311

Galileo Yemen:
Committed to providing 

pioneering secured 
reservation system within 48 

hours for all travel agents 
through the Internet.

For more details, 
please call us on 967 1 264732/3 or 240700

mailto:yementirnes@yernentimes.com
http://www.yementirnes.com
mailto:ytaden@y.net.ye
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Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs to FT:

"Fanaticism is not Unique to Islam”
T

he latest terrorist attacks 
on New York and 
Washington have put the 
whole world on alert. 
Rapid changes are 

observed everywhere. To know 
about Yemen's position in relation to 
such changes, Mohammed b. Sallam 
met with Mr. Abdullah al-Saidi, 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
and conducted the following inter­
view:

Q: The attacks on New York and 
Washington have created an unex­
pected worldwide crisis. What do 
you think this will lead the world to? 
A: Obviously the events that took 
place in both Washington and New 
York are disastrous, a catastrophe that 
shocked the whole world.
Of course, international relations have,

in general, been affected. And perhaps 
these inhumane events are going to 
reshape the conduct of some aspects of 
international relations. There is no 
doubt about that. There will be some 
ramifications of this event on the world 
in general, and the Arab and Islamic 
world in particular.
There is an unjustified campaign to 
identify both the Arab and Islamic 
world with fanaticism. We think that 
this is not justified. But the deed was 
done, and it is a horrible one.

Q: Muslims and Arabs think they 
are the target of the anti-terrorism 
campaign organized by the US. 
What is Yemen's position in this 
regard? Does Yemen have a clear 
definition of terrorism or does it 
agree with the ambiguous definition 
given by the US?

A: I don't think that the Arabs and 
Muslims are all officially targeted by 
the Western and US governments. 
They are not targeting Islam. What is 
understood from their arguments is that 
the target is the fanatics, and these are 
not unique to Islam. There are 
Christian, Jewish and other fanatics. 
Fanaticism is not unique to one partic­
ular religion. It is something that you 
can find anywhere. In the United 
States, you have people who attacked 
the the Oklahoma federal building who 
were Christians, but nobody said that 
they were Christian terrorists. 
Therefore, fanaticism is not unique to 
Islam.
Yemen condemns terrorism and we 
work with others for its eradication. 
Terrorism is the targeting of civilians 
and the senseless killing of people, like 
what happened in the World Trade 
Center in New York and in 
Washington. This is pure terrorism 
which one should condemn. Having 
said that, we argue on the basis of inter­
national law and United Nations reso­
lutions which give people the right of 
self-determination. We argue that 
oppressed people should not be charac­
terized as terrorists. This is a distinc­
tion that Yemen makes between terror­
ism and the legitimate right of 
oppressed people, like the Palestinians, 
to resist oppression and to seek the 
freedom of their homeland.

Q: Why did Yemen send Dr. Al- 
Iryani to the US immediately after 
the attacks? Does this reflect 
Yemen's fear of being in the list of 
countries harboring terrorism?
A: Dr. Al-Iryani went to Washington in 
the spirit of good cooperation between

the two countries. He 
was sent by His 
Excellency the 
President to convey his 
condolences to the 
American leadership on 
this sad occasion, and to 
assure the American 
leadership that Yemen 
would work together 
with the international 
community to combat 
terrorism. But Yemen 
also has a standing posi­
tion with respect to the 
right of people to resist 
occupation, like what is 
happening now in 
Palestine.
Yemen is not afraid of 
the United States 
adding Yemen to the 
terrorism list. Yemen is 
not on this list. It is 
quite the opposite; aside 
from some irresponsible 
voices here and there,

American officials always articulate a 
position that Yemen is a partner in this 
fight and that Yemen is a friend of US 
and the West. We have no fear of 
Yemen being included in this infamous 
list. There is no such thing.

Q: What kind of facilities will Yemen 
provide for the US in its campaign?
A: Nobody has asked Yemen to pro­
vide facilities. Yemen will not partici­
pate in all of the fight against terrorism, 
but we working in tandem with the 
Americans. We do not expect Yemen to 
take part in the military operations. 
They don't need us. They have other 
bases which are close to where they 
want to go.

Q: It is rumored that some funda­

mentalists have been arrested. Is this 
true?
A: I think it may be advisable if you 
talk to the Minister of Interior about 
this. He has more information on this 
subject.

Q: What were the results of the visit 
of the Eritrean delegation? How will 
the pending problems between 
Yemen and Eritrea be solved?
A: The results were good. There are 
some different interpretations as to 
what traditional fishing is in their and

in our point of view. But in the spirit of 
cooperation, the matter will be referred 
to the political leadership.

Q: What is Yemen's stance towards 
what is going on in Palestine?
A: We are supporting the Palestinians' 
right to fight to get rid of occupation 
and oppression. When we do this, we 
are conscious that this is consistent 
with the principles of international 
laws and the United Nations resolution 
pertaining to the right of people of self- 
determination.

A Farewell Ceremony for 
Abdulhakim at Shammr

A farewell dinner was held at the Shammr Hotel in 
Sana’a to say goodbye to Abdulhakim Ashiblie, the 
tourism editor of Yemen Times. Abdulhakim left for 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia after staying five months 
in Yemen.
The dinner was kindly hosted by Shammr Hotel’s 
General Manager, Mr. Aidaroos and was attended 
by a number of friends.
At Yemen Times, we wish Abdulhakim all the best 
in his career in Malaysia and thank him for his 
wonderful work at Yemen Times.

General Corporation for Radio & Television 
Engineering Sector
General Department for Planning & Projects

The General Corporation for Radio & Television 
invites bidders to apply for tender No. 16/2000 
for the supply of a portable satellite television 
transmission station.
Interested bidders are kindly requested to apply to 
the General Department for Engineering Projects 
at the corporation located in al-Hassaba near to 
the Ministry of Public Health during the regular opening hours for 
collecting the tender documents against a non-refundable fee of USS 
200. Bids must include a bid security of 2.5% of the total cost of the 
bid valid for 90 days; a copy of the tax card for the year 2001 and a 
copy of the work license. All bids must be submitted in red-waxed 
envelopes.
Bids will be opened at 11: 00 a.m. on Saturday, 26/10/ 2001.

Republic of Yemen
Ministry of Information
General Corporation for Radio & Television
Tender & Auction Department

Tender Extension
The General Corporation for Radio & Television announces the 
extension of bid’s submission and opening for the following tenders: 
1- Tender No. 11/ 2001 for the supply of varying capacities FM radio 
stations.
2- Tender No. 12/2001 for the supply of microwave’s equipment. 
Deadline for the submission and opening of bids’ envelopes will be at 
10: 00 a.m. on Wednesday 16/10/ 2001.
No bids will be accepted after this deadline.

United Nations Development Programme
Partners to Fight Poverty

Leadership Development Programme
Develop a career with us....
UNDP invites you to join the team.

UNDP invites motivated and talented young people from 
around the world who are interested in an international career 
in development and meet the following criteria:

• A master’s degree (or equivalent) in development related 
studies;

• 2-3 years relevant work experience in development 
(normally post-masters;)

• Proficiency in English and one of French, Spanish, Arabic, 
Russian;

• Age preference of 35 or under

Application deadline - 15 October 2001

For information on programme and application procedures, 
see www.undp.org/ohr/lead

http://www.undp.org/ohr/lead
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Learning From The September 11 Attacks
Mark Weber
Director, Institute for Historical 
Review 
weber@ihr.org

W
ith thousands of 
victims and riveting 
images of death and 
destruction, war has 
come home to 

America with terrible, devastating sud­
denness. Together with our fellow citi­
zens, we mourn the many victims of 
the September 11 terrorist attacks on 
the World Trade Center in New York 
and the Pentagon building. But beyond 
the feelings of grief and fury must 
come clarity and understanding.
President George W. Bush said on 
national television that “America was 
targeted for attack because we’re the 
brightest beacon for freedom and 
opportunity in the world.” The next day 
he said that “freedom and democracy 
are under attack.” and that the perpetra­
tors had struck against “all freedom- 
loving people everywhere in the 
world.”
But if “democracy” and “freedom-lov­
ing people” are the targets, why isn’t 
anyone attacking Switzerland, Japan or 
Norway? Bush’s claims are just as 
untrue as President Wilson’s World 
War I declaration that the United States 
was fighting to “make the world safe 
for democracy,” and President 
Roosevelt's World War II assurances 
that the US was fighting for “freedom” 
and “democracy."
In the wake of the September 11 
attacks, speculation has been rife about 
who the perpetrators may have been. 
That itself is an acknowledgment that 
so many people hate this country so 
intensely that one cannot easily deter­
mine just who may have mounted these 
well-organized attacks of suicidal des­
peration.
These shocking attacks were pre­
dictable. In 1993 Islamic radicals set 
off a bomb at the World Trade Center 
that claimed six lives. In August 1998 
the United States carried out missile

attacks against Afghanistan and Sudan, 
strikes that senior Clinton administra­
tion officials said signaled the start of 
“a real war against terrorism.” In the 
wake of those attacks, a high-ranking 
US intelligence official warned that 
“the prospect of retaliation against 
Americans is very, very high1." (The 
Washington Post, Aug. 21, 1998. p. A1) 
Our political leaders and the American 
mass media promote the preposterous 
fiction that the September 11 attacks 
are entirely unprovoked and unrelated 
to United States actions. They want 
everyone to believe that the underlying 
hatred of America by so many around 
the world, especially in Arab and 
Muslim countries, that motivated the 
perpetrators of the September 11 
attacks is unrelated to this country’s 
policies. It is clear, however, that those 
who carried out these devastating sui­
cide attacks against centers of 
American financial and military might 
were enraged by this country's 
decades-long support for Israel and its 
policies of aggression, murderous 
repression, and brutal occupation 
against Arabs and Muslims, and/or 
American air strikes and economic 
warfare against Afghanistan, Sudan. 
Iraq and Iran.
America is the only country that claims 
the right to deploy troops and war 
planes in any corner of the globe in 
pursuit of what our political leaders 
call “vital national interests.” George 
Washington and our country’s other 
founders earnestly warned against such 
imperial arrogance, while far-sighted 
Americans such as Harry Elmer 
Barnes, Garet Garrett and Pat 
Buchanan voiced similar concerns in 
the 20th century.
For most Americans modern war has 
largely been an abstraction - some­
thing that happens only in far-away 
lands. The victims of US air attack and 
bombardment in Vietnam, Lebanon, 
Sudan, Libya, Iraq and Serbia have 
seemed somehow unreal. Few ordinary 
Americans pay attention, because US 
military actions normally have little

impact on their day-to-day lives.
Just as residents of Rome in the second 
century hardly noticed the battles 
fought by their troops on the outer 
edges of the Roman empire, residents 
of Seattle and Cleveland today barely 
concern themselves with the devasta­
tion wrought by American troops and 
war planes in, for example, Iraq.
Ramsey Clark, former US Attorney 
General, has accused the United States 
of committing “a crime against human­
ity” against the people of Iraq “that 
exceeds all others in its magnitude, cru­
elty and portent.” Citing United 
Nations agency reports and his own on­
site investigations, Clark charged in 
1996 that the scarcity of food and med­
icine as a result of sanctions against 
Iraq imposed by the United States since 
1990, and US bombings of the country, 
had caused the deaths of more than a 
million people, including more than 
half a million children.
Madeleine Albright, Secretary of State 
in President Clinton’s administration, 
defended the mass killings. During a 
1996 interview she was asked: “We 
have heard that half a million children 
have died [as a result of sanctions 
against Iraq]. I mean, that is more chil­
dren than died in Hiroshima...Is the 
price worth it?" Albright replied: "...We 
think the price is worth it." (“60 
Minutes.” May 12, 1996).
President Bush is now pledging a “cru­
sade,” a “war against terrorism” and a 
“sustained campaign” to “eradicate the 
evil of terrorism.”
But such calls sound hollow given the 
US government's own record of sup­
port for terrorism, for example during 
the Vietnam war. During the 1980s, the 
US supported “terrorists” in 
Afghanistan - including Osama bin 
Laden, now the "prime suspect” in the 
September 11 attacks — in their strug­
gle to drive out the Soviet invaders.
American presidents have warmly wel­
comed to the White House Menachem 
Begin and Yitzhak Shamir, two Israeli 
prime ministers with well-documented 
records as terrorists. President Bush

himself has welcomed to Washington 
Israel's current prime minister, Ariel 
Sharon, whose forces have been carry­
ing out assassinations of Palestinian 
leaders and murderous “retaliatory” 
strikes against Palestinians. Even an 
official Israeli commission found that 
Sharon bore some responsibility for the 
1982 massacres of Palestinian civilians 
in the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps. 
Jewish and Zionist leaders, and their 
American servants, have predictably 
lost no time exploiting the September 
11 attacks to further their own interests. 
Taking advantage of the current nation­
al mood of blind rage and revenge, they 
demand new US military action against 
Israel’s many enemies.
In the weeks to come, therefore, we can 
expect the US government, supported 
by an enraged public, to lash out vio­
lently. The great danger is that an emo­
tion-driven. reactive response will 
aggravate underlying tensions and 
encourage new acts of murderous vio­
lence.

What is needed now is not a vengeful 
“crusade,” but coherent, reasoned poli­
cies based on sanity and justice.
In the months and years ahead, most 
Americans will no doubt continue to 
accept what their political leaders and 
the mass media tell them.
But the jolting impact of the September 
11 attacks - which have, for the first 
time, brought to our cities the terror 
and devastation of attacks from the sky 
— will also encourage growing num­
bers of thoughtful Americans to see 
through the lies propagated by our 
nation’s political and cultural elite, and 
its Zionist allies, to impose their will 
around the world. More and more peo­
ple will understand that their govern­
ment’s overseas policies inevitably 
have consequences even here at home. 
In 1948, as the Zionist state was being 
established in Palestine, US Secretary 
of State George C. Marshall, along 
with nearly every other high-level US 
foreign affairs specialist, warned that 
American support for Israel would

have dire long-term consequences. 
Events have fully vindicated their con­
cerns.
Over the long run. the September 11 
attacks will encourage public aware­
ness of our government’s imperial role 
in the world, including a sobering 
reassessment of this country's perverse 
“special relationship” with the Jewish 
ethnostate. Along with that, rage will 
grow against those who have subordi­
nated American interests, and basic jus­
tice and humanity, to Jewish-Zionist 
ambitions.
For more than 20 years the IHR has 
sought, through its educational work, 
to prevent precisely such horrors as the 
attacks in New York and Washington. 
In the years ahead, as we continue our 
mission of promoting greater public 
awareness of history and world affairs, 
and a greater sense of public responsi­
bility for the policies that generated 
the rage behind the September 11 
attacks, this work will be more impor­
tant than ever.

Recalling our Memories of 
26th September Revolution

Mohammed Bin Sallam

T
he Yemeni people cele­
brated the 39th anniver­
sary of the 26th 
September Revolution, 
which signifies the end of 

a despotic and regressive reign in this 
part of the world. The republican sys­
tem was established to represent the 
Yemeni people’s power. Ignorance, 
backwardness and epidemics vanished 
and the Imamates’ despotic rule, in 
which the Yemeni people remained 
under the cudgel of slavery and 
oppression for a long time, was van­
quished. It was the time for the people 
to get rid of the and darkness and enter 
a reign of enlightenment and progress. 
In the coming days the Yemeni people 
will celebrate the 38th anniversary of 
the 14th October Revolution in which 
the Yemeni people were unchained 
from the slavery and oppression of the 
British colony. After some time, that 
is after subsequent revolutions and 
movements, the Yemeni people at 
length were able achieve a resounding 
victory to unify Yemen into one nation 
on May 22nd, 1990.
It is urgent that we devote ourselves to 
the future of Yemen. The future of 
Yemen requires the effort of all people 
in order to enhance and protect the 
groundwork of the unity and to expand 
the notion of democracy among the 
people. Effort should be exerted on a 
steadfast reform program to widen the 
horizons for a better future for Yemen. 
The 26th September revolution was 
able to achieve some aspects of devel­
opment. The problem lies in crystalliz­
ing the six goals of the Yemeni revolu­
tion and transforming them into a 
practical reality. For a long time, the 
goals have existed as mere mottos. 
Nothing have been achieved yet, such 
as stabilizing the mainstay of unity and 
democracy, enhancing the democratic 
process by bridging the gap among 
classes, giving rise to a comprehensive 
agriculture and industrial renaissance, 
leading to a raise in the standard of liv­
ing. with the aim of ensuring a com­
fortable and honest life for all people. 
With this revolution, we still base our 
hopes on achieving a number of sig­
nificant transitions which are included 
in the six goals of the revolution. 
Generally speaking, the government 

— remains paralyzed in achieving the six 
goals of the revolution, obstructed by

segregation and discord. The peoples’ 
will is endless. Mottos and speeches 
are not enough; they cannot make 
bread for these poor people. The prin­
ciples alone cannot survive, unless 
they become a reality in behavior or 
practice. We are in dire need of a well- 
grounded institutional order which has 
an effect on our population. We need a 
true democracy that could bring man 
from segregation to a unified life. The 
people still dream of protecting unity, 
ensuring the rights of equal citizen­
ship, providing sufficient assurances 
for freedom of press and respecting 
others' opinions, providing free educa­
tion and medicine, establishing a well- 
grounded national economy in order to 
regain the purchasing power of the 
local currency, fixing prices in accor­
dance with individual income, uphold­
ing the rule of law, applying justice,

getting rid of corrupt officials who 
squander the wealth of the people and 
the wealth of the country. All these are 
still dreams of the Yemenis. We as 
Yemenis want radical changes in all 
aspects of life. At last, we pose the 
question to our accountable govern­
ment officials and to those who enjoy 
high positions. We wonder! Were the 
martyrs paid any due attention for their 
deeds for the sake for the of 26th 
September revolution and the 14th 
October revolution? Where are the 
people who led the revolution? 
Undoubtedly, they were marginalized. 
No recognition is paid to them. They 
are the ones who sacrificed themselves 
for the sake of their country and for the 
younger generation; they left no stones 
unturned. Nevertheless, they fall prey 
to despotism and oppression, and they 
are completely ignored.

mailto:weber@ihr.org
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Government to Privatize Big Enterprises
Mahyoub 
Al-Kamali

T
he government has the 
intention to privatize some 
enterprises, although they 
generate considerable 
funds and support the pub­

lic budget. The privatization program is 
opposed by the opposition party and the 
people working at these enterprises. 
However, the current government con­
firms that the privatization policy is 
carried out according to well-studied 
mechanism in cooperation with the 
World Bank (WB), with the view of 
redistributing the capital and assets of 
these enterprises between the govern­
ment and investors, which is known as 
partial privatization of the crippled 
enterprises. The Higher Committee for 
Privatization, chaired by the Prime 
Minister Abdulqadir Bajamal, has 
recently approved upgrading some of 
the crippled public enterprises. 
However, the Second Five Year Plan 
for 2001 - 2005 includes privatization 
of 60 enterprises operating in the fields

of manufacturing, transportation and 
public services. Their capital will be 
redistributed between the government 
and investors. Sources at the Technical 
Office for Privatization mentioned that 
the implementation of what has been 
outlined at the government program 
concerning the selling of the crippled 
enterprises is making slow progress due 
to the delay in enacting the 
Privatization Law of 1999.
The privatization strategy for the 
General Corporation for Cement 
Manufacturing and Marketing, the 
General Corporation for Land 
Transport, and the General Corporation 
for Pharmaceuticals, besides selling 
and liquidating other enterprises, has 
been mapped out despite the existence 
of opposition to this program. 
Moreover, despite the controversy over 
this program the following steps have 
been taken:
a - The privatization study for the 
Agricultural Bank and the Housing 
Bank has been finalized.
b - The National Bank has been re-cap- 
italized and the Industrial Bank has 
been liquidated. Sixteen other enter­
prises have been privatized as well, 17 
other tourist enterprises have been

leased and government-owned farms 
have been liquidated.
The Second Five Year Plan aims at 
implementing the privatization pro­
gram, which includes the privatization 
of 13 industrial enterprises, by redis­
tributing the shares of the Textile 
Factory in Aden, although the govern­
ment created a plan to upgrade it in 
cooperation with the Peoples’ Republic 
of China. Furthermore, the government 
intends to re-capitalize the General 
Corporation for Dairies, selling the 
General Corporation for 
Pharmaceuticals and re-capitalizing 
Aden Refineries.
The Second Five Year plan further aims 
at privatizing 13 agricultural enterpris­
es, such as leasing agricultural machin­
ery, selling the General Corporation for 
Poultry and two corporations for seed 
production, as well as selling the fish 
canning plants. Regarding the trade 
sector, there are eight corporations that 
have been selected for privatization, 
such as the General Corporations for 
Construction Materials and the Textiles 
Trade.
The government intends to privatize the 
Housing Credit Bank, Yemen Marine 
Corporation and the other air cargo cor­

porations. The proclaimed goals of pri­
vatization are: to promote investment; 
to create a climate favorable to compe­
tition in the private sector; to gain addi­
tional funds; and to ease the debt bur­
den on the crippled public enterprises. 
The government said that it is striving 
to upgrade the technology used at the 
crippled institutions and to increase 
their productivity, particularly in the 
manufacturing sector, with the view of 
developing national exports to foreign 
markets. The government has entrusted 
the Central Organization for Control & 
Audit (COCA) with monitoring the pri­
vatization process in order to stop any 
wrongful practices.
As far as the revenues of the privatized 
enterprises are concerned, the enacted 
laws stipulate that they should be chan­
neled into a special account called the 
Privatization Revenues Fund, which 
has been included in the state general 
budget as an independent fund for 
financing different development proj­
ects in the country. However, the nega­
tive aspects of privatization remain a 
nightmare, especially for the laborers 
working at the crippled institutions. 
This necessities giving assurances and 
compensation to these people.

Yemen Needs Legal Protection 
Money Laundering, Another Side of Terrorism

B
anking sources have 
denied that the Central 
Bank of Yemen will 
examine private money 
and investments or 

entrust the capitals' terrorist groups at 
Yemeni Banks because of the late inci-

dents in the US. The source said that it 
did not exclude the movements of 
checking, investigating or pursuing 
money flow. In fact, money laundering 
seems to be weak, but practicing ille­
gal trade activities have increased sub­
stantially through investment process­
es or by individuals who merged ille­
gal trade profits, particularly with 
banking speculation or smuggling 
expensive goods and services.

The term "money laundering" 
emerged in the USA at the beginning 
of 1980s. It was then related to cocaine 
and heroine, later this trade was 
extended a great deal to include differ­
ent processes and different phases. In

money laundering, illegal and legal 
capital is merged together and invest­
ing it legally. The American adminis­
tration has considered the Islamic 
charitable capital associations as that 
of Osama bin Laden's capital. The US 
has urged its allies and international 
banks to freeze his capital. These 
banks act according to what US has 
said, that this money supports a ter­
rorist group. But here in Yemen, it is 
difficult to discover accounts owned 
by terrorists. Financial activities are 
restricted to specific activities, and 
certainly it is known to all, such as Al- 
Quds Fund, Intifadha Fund or the Islah 
Charitable Society. With the high

increase of the illegal trade, it has been 
estimated that money laundering in the 
world has reached $2 trillion. The 
Washington D.C. and New York inci­
dents served to freeze the capital of 
terrorist groups. The situation has 
become more dangerous when these 
groups are suspected of terrorist acts, 
whether in Yemen or abroad. Yemen 
has to distinguish between the real and 
false investor. Thus, legislation must 
be issued to get rid of money launder­
ing, and a distinction should be made 
between governments' encouragement 
in investment processes and motivat­
ing capital for investment in all differ­
ent sectors.

Economy 
News

International Bank Capitals 
Increase

The overall assets of the 
International Bank of Yemen have 
increased from 12.4 billion YR in 
1999 to 14.6 billion in 2000. At the 
same time, the overall liabilities and 
sharers rights have increased from 
14.6 billion YR to 12.5 billion YR. 
The bank could achieve a national 
sharing company to pay its capital at 
the level of deposit volume; finances 
and profits have totaled 995 million 
YR.

385 Tons of Wheat Produced in 
Hadramaut
Hadramaut farms produced 385 tons 
of wheat planted in a total area of 
2700 hectares during the current 
agricultural season. The government 
of Yemen strives to distribute the 
improved seeds with the view of 
expanding the total area planted 
with wheat in order to curb wheat 
imports from foreign markets. 
Domestic production of wheat 
makes up only 25% of the country’s 
total consumption of this product.

Symposium on Cotton 
Cultivation

A symposium on cotton cultivation 
is expected to be held in Hodeidah 
to discuss means to decrease pro­
duction costs as well as to fight 
pests. Agricultural sources said the 
event would take place within the 
next two months.
Cotton in Hodeidah stretches over 
13,000 hectares, producing more 
than 20.000 tons every year.

Yemeni-Eritrean Fishing Co.
In an attempt to bring an end to fish­
ing problems near some islands, 
Yemen and Eritrea are currently dis­
cussing setting up a joint fishing 
company. Discussions on this matter 
were held by Eritrean Prime 
Minister Mr. Ali Sayed Abdullah 
and a number of Yemeni officials in 
Sana'a.
The two sides emphasized the 
importance of organization of trans­
portation between the two countries, 
as well as cooperation in fighting 
smuggling.

WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME OF THE UNITED NATIONS (WFP)

VACANCY 
ANNOUNCEMENT

WFP is seeking to fill following vacancy in its Offices in Sana'a. Interested applicants should deliver their applications along 
with their detailed CV's in English. Applications from qualified female candidates are encouraged. Applicants should be 
Yemeni nationals only.

PROGRAMME ASSISTANT - SANA'A OFFICE
The Programme Assistant will work under the overall guidance of Country Director and the direct supervision of the 
international Project Officer. The responsibilities of the Programme Assistance shall include but not limited to the following:

• Assist the Project Authorities (Government Counterparts) on record keeping, commodity tracking; maintaining 
records and reporting as indicated in the agreements and ensure that reports required for WFP are provided in time;

• Assist the Project Authorities in connection with determining the sizes and timing of installments of commodities to 
be supplied by WFP, preparation of yearly projections and call forward;

• Assist the Project Authorities matters relating to logistics, financial and administrative arrangements for the 
discharge, reception transport, storage, distribution and accounting of WFP commodities.

• Finalize project's Quarterly Progress Report, Implementation Report and provide assistance for the Country Office 
Project Report and Final Report;

• Visit project's areas, inspect warehouses and project accounting and initiate necessary action for improvement and 
monitor food distribution;

• Draft correspondence relating to the programme section between WFP and Government Authorities (in Arabic and 
English);

• Translate correspondence from Arabic / English and English / Arabic.
• Assist the Project Authorities for the complication / preparation of Quarterly Progress Report regarding the 

achievement / utilization commodities for development projects by collection data from Government Project 
Authorities;

• Monitoring of Project Activities to analyze output indicators and to collect relevant data relating country economic 
and prepare relevant information required for various development projects.

• Preparation of distribution plans of commodities of each shipment in collaboration with project authorities and 
logistics staff.

• Assist in the development and application of gender specific project monitoring forms and reports, and provide 
support to effective data collection by WFP staff and counterparts.

• Assist in programme planning, administration, implementation and evaluation of WFP Commitments for Women 
Work Plan (1996-2000) in programme / project activities, include monitoring, evaluation and reporting in both 
development and emergency programme.

• Performing any other duties as and when requested by the direct supervisor and WFP Representative.

Qualifications:
• Completion of University
• Accepting work after normal working hours and travel within the country.
• Thorough knowledge of computer / Word processing and Excel and modern office experience and good knowledge 

of Arabic and English languages.

Experience: 2 to 3 years experience in secretarial work

All applications to be submitted to the Representative of the World Food Programme by 15 October 2001 (12:00 hrs) in 
closed envelope clearly marked from the top of the outside (APPLICATION-PROGRAMME ASSISTANT), at the 
following address: UNDP / WFP Building, Off 60 Meter Road, Sana'a or PO Box 7181 Sana'a, Republic of Yemen. 
Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

Conference on the Situation 
of Minerals in Yemen

T
he Arab Agency for 
Industrial Development 
held its 8th General 
Conference on Minerals in 
Sana’a, with the goal of 

highlighting the situation of minerals in 
Yemen and the available investment 
opportunities for Arab capitalists in this 
field. The agency intends to establish a 
teledetecting mineral’s center in 
Yemen. As geological surveys indicate 
there are investment opportunities in 
the field of minerals. Sources at the 
Ministry of Industry told the Yemen 
Times that the Mineral Sector at the 
Ministry designated many sites where 
nonmetallic minerals can be found in 
different parts of Yemen. The same 
sources added that 16 sites of volcanic 
rocks contain 30 million cubic meters, 
and nine sites of basalt contain a 25 mil­
lion cubic meter reserve, and five mar­
ble sites contain a reserve of 100 mil­
lion cubic meters. Moreover, there are 
six sites that contain 151 million cubic

meters of granite and seven sites that 
have 777 million cubic meters of calcic 
rocks. The source maintained that many 
foreign companies have explored and 
excavated minerals in different parts of 
Yemen and reached satisfactory results 
in this respect. Thus, the Arab Agency 
for Industrial Development strives to 
highlight this issue during its confer­
ence in Sana’a through propagating the 
available investment opportunities in 
the field of minerals and the facilities 
given to investors in this regard. Since 
the implementation of the Mines and 
Queries Law in 1991, Yemen has regu­
lated the exploitation of minerals and 
rocks. The law entitles the General 
Authority for Geological Survey & 
Minerals to issue investment permits. 
The 8th Conference organized by the 
Arab Agency for Industrial 
Development has strategic importance 
in highlighting the minerals in Yemen, 
which will help to attract foreign capital 
to invest in minerals in Yemen.

Companies operating in the field of mineral exploration
Field of Investment Ore Site

Canadian Fontain
Flix Mining
Minora
Minarko
Yemeni-Spanish Mining Company

Gold, Nickel, copper and platinum 
Nickel and copper
Gold
Zinc, lead and silver
Aluminum, silicate, magnesium

Haja, Sa’ada and al-Jauf
Taiz
Hadramaut
Sana’a and Shabwa
Mukala

JOB OFFER
The Yemeni-German Solid Waste Management Project (financed by the 
German Technical Cooperation) within the Ministry of Public Works and 
Urban Development is looking for a Yemeni long-term expert in waste 
management to assist the German team-leader. The assignment is due to last 
for 22 months, i.e. from 1st of january 2002 until 31st of October 2003. Place 
of work is Sanaa. The expert will have to go on frequent field-visits to the 
project's pilot regions. The probation period is three months. Remuneration is 
in USS. including a system of benefits and medical insurance.

Tasks:
• Researching relevant topics independently (including field-research).
• Drafting reports in English language.
• Preparing, organising and conducting counterpart training workshops.
• Advising the SWMP-team on solid waste management matters and 

related issues.
• Liaising between the Ministry and its local branches in the 

governorates and districts, the local councils and other relevant 
stakeholders as well as the international donor community.

• Elaborating and reviewing terms of reference for local short-term 
experts.

Required Qualifications:
• Higher degree in either civil engineering or related subject, preferably 

with background in solid waste management.
• Analytic abilities, must be able to solve problems independently.
• Sound command of spoken and written English.
• Computer-literate: MS Windows, Word, Excel and Powerpoint.
• At least 5 years experience either as municipal manager or comparable 

position.

Candidates are asked to submit their CV and a covering letter which explains 
why they qualify in English language no later than 1st of November 2001 to 
the following address:

Solid Waste Management Project
GTZ Sanaa
Box 692
Reference Code: National Expert

Job Vacancy

Chauffeur
The American Embassy announces for a job vacancy within its 
organization for a Chauffeur.

Major Duties and Responsibilities:
• Performs preventive maintenance on the vehicle.
• Delivers messages, invitations, documents and carries out other 

important errands.
• Maintains the vehicle in clean and serviceable condition.
• Keeps current knowledge of places the personnel might have to 

visit.
• Assists US officials at the airport, such as efforts as 

expediter/dispatcher.

Qualifications:
Education: Completion of elementary school is required.
Prior Work Experience: At least one year of professional driving 
experience is required.
Language Proficiency: Level III English (very good) ability is 
required. Fluent Arabic is essential.
Ability: Must have a local driver’s license.

Who and how to apply: Interested Yemeni national applicants should 
send current CV attached with certificates and recommendation letters 
to the following address, the Personnel Office, American Embassy, 
Dhahr Himyar Street, P. O. Box 22347, Sanaa, no later than the 
deadline October 12.
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COMMON SENSE
By: Hassan Al-Haifi

The Changing Winds Scare Ariel Sharon

F
or a seemingly tough guy, 
Ariel Sharon stopped hiding 
behind his gung-ho Zionist 
advisors to speak his mind 
about what the West should 

do and not do and to assure them that 
Israel is not going to take any "change 
of western attitude" lightly. We are not 
sure if that was a threat or a desire to 
come out in the limelight again after 
being overshadowed by a somewhat 
puzzled West about how to deal with 
the problem posed after the September 
11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the United 
States. After having enjoyed the holi­
day he has had in killing Palestinians 
left and right over the last three weeks,

it dawned upon Ariel Sharon that there 
may have been a stir of conscience in 
the West that what the Israelis are 
doing in Palestine, may have begun to 
backfire on the very same forces that 
created and remain to be the cause 
d'etre of the problem in Whitehall and 
Washington DC.
On the other hand, the benefits that 
Israel had expected to yield from the 
tragedy at No 1-7 World Trade Center 
may have reached the proportions that 
shake the foundations of thought and 
surely the West cannot remain naive to 
the fact that as tragic and unforgivable 
the terrorists acts were, there is a clear 
underlying message that Zionism's hol-

iday in the Holy Land needs to be sub­
dued, if the West is to be relieved of 
any further agonies, especially as it 
seems clear that the overwhelming 
feedback from the Moslem World was, 
yes we sympathize with you very much 
and appreciate that the mess in down­
town Manhattan is the work of mad­
men, but then so is the work of the 
Israeli tanks and bulldozers that are 
daily destroying human lives and prop­
erty of innocent human beings yearn­
ing for one day of peace in the name of 
mythological dreams that have no basis 
in Divine justice and in human moral 
conscience.
So, just so as to keep the West's memo­
ry alive, Mr. Sharon pulled out the pre 
- World War II scenarios and began to 
accuse the West of appeasement to the 
Arabs, in the same manner that the 
"enlightened" Western democracies 
appeased Adolf Hitler when the tanks 
of the latter rolled through 
Czechoslovakia like a cheesecake in 
1938. Somebody better tell Ariel 
Sharon that it is his tanks and bulldoz­
ers that are doing the rolling through 
the helpless towns and villages of 
Palestine, which are under a tight siege 
anyway imposed by the Zionist state 
since 1967! So, what is Sharon trying 
to convince the West? That it is their 
fault that Hitler did what he did to the 
Jews and that they are about to repeat 
the same "crime" again. How long will 
Israel use the World War II scenarios to 
play on the kind sensitivities of the 
West? It is really amazing how the 
West continues to close their eyes for 
over eighty years to all the terror that 
the Palestinian people have been facing 
in the hands of Zionist hooligans, who 
seemed to have forgotten that they (and 
many other peoples as well) were once 
victims of a horrible terror, the likes of 
which mankind has never seen before! 
As if the terror by the Israelis is legit­
imized by the God-given promise to 
His chosen people! How absurd can 
one get to think that the Lord Al- 
Mighty can accept such nonsense? In 
the end, there is really no difference 
between Nazism and Zionism, as far as 
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians 
and Arabs are concerned, who have lost 
their lives, homes, dignity and honor, 
under the Western firepower that has 
been given to Israel, to make up for the 
tragedy of the Holocaust! We definite­
ly live in a paradoxical world.
But wait, there is still something else 
that Ariel Sharon is really worried 
about. While the recent statements of 
President Bush and Prime Minister 
Blair about the Palestinians surely 
echoed a long sought after realization 
by the West that, hey what is going on 
in the Holy Land is all wrong, Mr.

Sharon's worries are even more closer 
to home. The Belgian Supreme Court 
turned down Mr. Sharon's appeal to 
postpone his indictment for his very 
close link to the unforgivable mass 
murder of thousands of Palestinians in 
Sabra and Shatila in 1982, until he fin­
ishes off the Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza! So, Mr. Sharon came 
up to the microphones to declare that 
the West is appeasing the Arabs now as 
the West appeased Hitler! What mock­
ery of human history is Sharon trying 
to project now? It is Ariel Sharon and 
his Zionist thugs, who are causing 
havoc left and right in Palestine and not 
the Arabs. There are no Arab tanks and 
bulldozers tearing down any civilian 
homes in the Holy Land! There are no 
Arab prisons where thousands of inno­
cent people are being detained for no 
reason at all except to ask to be left in 
peace, or simply just to remove them 
out of the way while the bulldozers 
destroy their homes and farms, not to 
mention all the ugly kind of torture that 
that being inflicted on the detainees. In 
fact, it is the Israelis who have turned 
the entire West Bank and Gaza to one 
giant prison camp, as they methodical­
ly carry out a slow ethnic cleansing 
campaign to turn the West Bank and 
Gaza as Jewish as a bagel!
Ariel Sharon is indeed worried about 
the Belgian decision, because it seems 
that all the arm-twisting and pressure 
of the international Zionist machine 
was unable to stand in the way of jus­
tice in Belgium. Perhaps he is more 
worried about the danger that the 
Belgian decision poses to the Zionist 
goal of turning the Holy Land kosher 
from the Nile to the Euphrates, which 
is his only ambition in life, no matter 
what the cost is to achieve this dream. 
It is the dream of a demagogue, who 
like many Zionist demagogues still feel 
that the West and the whole world owe 
it to the Jewish people, because of what 
Hitler did to them! But the realities of 
the world cannot be hidden forever, for 
the pain of terror can bring a jolt to 
human conscience that Zionist propa­
ganda, with all of its might and power, 
can never hold back.
It is time for Israel to realize that 
maybe it is a good idea to take advan­
tage of the apparently strong inclina­
tion of the Arabs now for peace. 
Demagoguery has caused enough prob­
lems for the world. As for Mr. Sharon, 
it is time he starts to prepare for his trial 
in Belgium and let someone else take 
over the road for peace for Israel and 
the rest of the world. History should be 
left for historians to dwell on and not to 
play with worn out sensitivities, which 
have long sense become out of context 
altogether.

Where are the Arab voices of reason?
Karen Dabrowska

O
n August 2nd, 1990, 
Iraq invaded Kuwait. 
On January 17th. 1991, 
the Gulf war started 
and the country was 

subjected to 2,000 bombing raids a 
day, which turned it from one of the 
most progressive and prosperous 
states in the Middle East to a third 
world backwater. Almost five months 
elapsed between the invasion and the 
war, but the Arab and Muslim world 
made little attempt to convince 
Saddam Hussein of the error of his 
ways.
Throughout the six decades of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, the Arabs have 
always paid lip service to the 
Palestinian cause. Tragically, the fiery 
rhetoric has not been matched with 
concerted efforts to aid the 
Palestinian people. Thousands of 
Palestinians are still languishing in 
refugee camps in Lebanon and Syria, 
and severe restrictions are placed on 
those residing in Gulf states.
A settlement which could have 
brought about the just peace of which 
the Palestinians dream was brokered, 
not by an Arab country, but by the 
West, and signed in Oslo.
When the Taliban regime dynamited 
the giant statues of Buddah, the 
Muslim world looked on horrified. 
But where was their rapid interven­
tion force which could have prevent­
ed this destruction of a cultural her­
itage - the property, not of 
Afghanistan but of all mankind?
Osama Bin Laden did not suddenly 
appear like a genie from a magic 
lamp. He spent years consolidating 
his network, recruiting his 'disciples' 
and fomenting a deadly cocktail of 
extremist ideology and sophisticated 
technology. His recruits were given a 
free hand to set up their camps, spread 
their version of Islam, and plan their 
operations.
America is certainly not blameless for 
the explosions that rocked New York 
and Washington. It is possible that the 
policy makers who support Israel 
regardless of how many UN resolu­
tions it violates, and withdraw their 
representatives from international 
conferences like the UN Conference 
on Racism, Xenophobia and Related 
Intolerance, were unaware of how 
much hatred their policies caused. 
Maybe now the death of 5,000 - 6,000 
children a month in Iraq, caused 
largely by sanctions which America 
has no intention of lifting, will be 
seen in a different light.
What happened to the Arab lobby in 
America? Thousands of Arabs are liv­
ing in the USA. and President Bush 
warned that retaliation against them is 
unacceptable. They have been accept­
ed and integrated into their host soci­
ety. But what kind of guest, even if he 
is given permanent residence and 
accepted as a member of the family, 
fails to warn his host of impending 
disaster? Were the Arab Americans 
blissfully ignorant that the foreign 
policy of the USA was steering the 
American ship onto the rocks of 
revenge and indiscriminate acts of 
terrorism, for which thousands of 
innocent people would pay with their 
lives?
The Arab and Muslim voices of rea­
son have been overshadowed by the 
war cries of the fanatics.
In London, the ranting of Abu Hamza, 
the despicable cleric who may have

had a hand in the killing of Western 
tourists in Abyan, Yemen, have 
received greater media attention than 
the reasoned statements of FAIR 
(Forum Against Islamaphobia & 
Racism), the Principal of the Muslim 
College, Dr Zaki Badawi, and the 
British Muslim Council.

Iraqi Islamist, Dr Mowaffak Al 
Rubaie, suggested that Muslims call 
for the following urgent actions to be 
taken:
1. The Organization of Islamic 
Conference must meet immediately to 
confront the problem of terrorism 
lurking in our Muslim societies.
2. The Organization of Islamic 
Conference should establish clear 
principles of action and retribution 
against terrorism that originates in the 
O1C countries.
3. Help establish an International 
Tribunal drawn from leading jurists in 
the world, including Islamic countries 
with powers to prosecute and appre­
hend terrorists.
4. The Muslim world should form a 
strike force composed of elements 
from the armed forces of a number of 
Islamic countries led by Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia. Iran, Pakistan and Indonesia.
5. The strike force should be used to 
locate and bring to the International 
Tribunal, terrorist and criminal organ­
izations that use Islam as a cover for 
appalling acts of violence.
"Terrorism is a global problem. 
Where it originates in the Muslim 
world or is led by those who claim an 
allegiance to Islam, it becomes an 
Islamic problem first and foremost. 
The Muslim world must confront this 
issue head on and not rely on other 
forces to fight terrorism. Muslims 
themselves must seize the initiative in 
destroying terrorism when it origi­
nates in their own ranks.
Muslims are at a crossroads now. 
Either they seize control over their 
own destiny; or they allow others to 
set the agenda for what constitutes a 
"civilized Muslim," Al Rubaie said. 
For years. Shi’a Muslim publications 
such as Dialogue and Discourse have 
been promoting tolerance and under­
standing. In the words of the British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair, "The vast 
majority of Muslims are decent, 
upright people who share our horror 
at what happened."
But the majority of these decent 
Muslims live under the hegemony of 
regimes which do not promote free­
dom and the free flow of information. 
Repression breeds frustration and 
anger coupled with a steady flow of 
recruits to fundamentalist and extrem­
ist organizations.
In the words of Inayat Bunglawala, a 
spokesman for the Muslim Council of 
Britain: "Certainly, people can't help 
looking at the bombing of Iraq and 
feeling a sense of quiet fury, but what 
happened in America is absolutely 
unacceptable. If you have a griev­
ance, the way to deal with it is to get 
involved in a democratic process”.
Sadly this is not an option for the 
majority of the world's one billion 
Muslims.
If Arab and Muslim states fail to 
respond to the will of the masses and 
act through diplomatic and peaceful 
channels to bring an end to the suffer­
ing of the Palestinians, the Iraqis and 
the numerous repressed Muslim 
minorities throughout the world, the 
extremists will continue to wage war 
against the West.

Re: A Trap?
It could be a trap! But, who will be 
trapped? As the United States begins 
a military campaign against 
Afghanistan, the people in Middle 
Eastern countries rise up against their 
governments. If governments are 
overthrown and controlled by funda­
mentalist citizens, then the United 
States will have a Carte Blanche to 
attack entire countries and destroy 
large portions of those countries. This 
is not a war that the Middle Eastern 
countries are prepared to win. The 
people just want to die for "the cause." 
Apparently, the United States will 
grant their wish. What will Middle 
Eastern countries gain from this? 
Isolation from the world? More 
poverty, more war, more contempt, 
more misery? Fewer Muslims, fewer 
teachings, fewer people? The United 
States saw how little Middle Eastern 
countries rallied around Saddam 
Hussein in the Gulf War. There is no 
unity in the Middle East. There are 
cautious leaders and crazy mobs, just 
like in the U.S. But the U.S. is one 
country with a lot of money and 
power. When the U.S. unites with 
other powerful governments, to go to 
war with them would simply provide 
an opportunity to commit suicide. 
Unfortunately for many, that would be 
better than the life they have.

Charles Peden 
chalesped@yahoo.com 

USA

Re: A Trap?
Your viewpoint entitled "The Trap" on 
your newspaper is simply not accurate 
and is purely propagandistic. When 
will you and others finally understand 
that this war is not against the Islamic 
or Muslim religions? We have never 
once considered this a "Holy War;" it 
is a war against terrorism.
The United States is at war against 
anyone who perpetrated the terrorist 
devastation here, as well as any coun­
tries who have and continue to harbor 
and support these cowardly terrorists. 
Osama Bin Laden, the Taliban and 
anyone else who took part in the death 
and destruction on September 11, 
2001 in New York, Washington and 
Pennsylvania, will one day in the near 
future pay the consequences for their 
reprehensible cowardly acts.

Chris Dinsmore 
dinsmore@megalink.net 

USA

Dear Editor,
I would like to say that my heart goes 
out to the people that have been hurt 
by the terror. It is not limited to the 
shores of the United States. This 
group really does not belong to any 
religion. They may claim to support 
Islam, but that religion is for peace. 
They do not represent peace.
Everyone has the right to their reli­
gion. I firmly believe all people are 
equal. We are all God's children. What 
we do with the power that God has 
given to us will determine our fate. I 
do see the goodness of people

throughout the world. I just wish that 
the people that promote terror could 
open their heart and really see God's 
beauty around them.

Jeannette Z.
JZEAG78995@aol.com

Dear Editor,
I believe that we are all the same. We 
need strength in hard times and find it 
in other people who are grieving as 
well.
What does it matter if those other peo­
ple are grieving from losing their 
loved ones in a collapsing building or 
from as Israeli air strike?
When will we find strength in each 
other and turn away from those who 
drive us to destruction through igno­
rance and hate? From one decent 
human being to another (I believe), 
peace to my Middle-Eastern brothers.

Tom Callahan
USA

Dear Editor,
I just wanted to tell you that I am 
Tareq Farook's cousin. Please quit 
spreading rumors about him. His 
death was not race related. I'm sure 
you would have known that if you 
actually spoke to a family member. 
But instead, everyone jumps to their 
own conclusion. I'm not surprised.

Nusa Aman 
Canada

Dear Nusa,
What we said is that the attack may 
possibly be because of the incident in 
the USA. We have not confirmed that, 
and investigations are underway.

—Editor

Dear Editor,
I wanted to send you a brief letter of 
thanks. I am a seminary student in the 
U.S. and over the last few weeks I 
have devoured the news reported on 
your website.
There is no doubt that these times are 
difficult for all: Palestinian, 
Afghanistan, Yemeni, and American. 
I find it a special privilege to have 
access to the ideas, hopes, fears and 
difficulties that you and the people of 
your country are facing, especially 
concerning the American response to 
the terrorist attacks of September 11. 
Many of us throughout the world live 
in uncertainty and confusion about the 
best response that will engender the 
best results, but hopefully through 
honest dialogue and prayers, we can 
move towards a reconciliation that 
can only come from the Creator.
I encourage you in your relentless 
pursuit of the truth, and know that at 
least one American is thankful for the 
opportunity to read your perspective, 
in hope of reconciliation.

Joshua Goocey

Dear Joshua,
Thank you for your kind words. Your 
letter encourages us further in our 
mission.

—Editor
More Letters on page 11, 14 and 15
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training Course on 
School Health
Yaser M. Ahmed
Yemen Times

A
 training workshop on 

school health was held 
at the Higher Institute 
for Medical Sciences 
from 8/22 to 9/17. 

More than 35 female teachers took 
part at this training course, which is 
funded by the UNDP and the National 
Population Council. The goal of this 
course is to highlight the importance 
of school health to those who lack suf­
ficient information on this subject.
Yemen Times met different people 
involved in this program and filed the 
following excerpts:
Abdulelah Al-Akam said that the 
training course for teachers on school 
health is, indeed, a good thing. The 
course tackled many health-related 
issues, particularly in the field of 
health education, which is very impor­
tant for students. Moreover, the course 
tackled issues related to reproductive 
health and first aid since this informa­
tion is critical to us. The people in 
charge of the program have exerted 
praiseworthy efforts in communicat­
ing the information in a clear manner 
to the participants.
Saif Ahmed as-Senwi from al-Salam 
Girls School in the Madbah quarter 
said that most teachers know nothing 
about the health aspects at schools, 
but fortunately they learned many 
things during this course. Similarly, 
they learned a lot about the associa­
tions involved in providing health and 
protecting the environment, such as 
the Red Crescent Association, the 
Environment Protection Society, and 
other societies of a similar nature. Saif 
Ahmed as-Senwi thinks that school 
health is mostly nonexistent in the 
majority of schools in Yemen. 
However, in taking part in this course

the participants came to know many 
things, not only about school health, 
but also about many other health- 
related topics.
Wafa Abduljabar Shahir, teacher at al- 
Shima Girls School in the Old City of 
Sana’a said that the participants 
learned many useful skills, especially 
how to avoid infectious diseases and 
health-related skills in general. She 
said, “Indeed we used to be ignorant 
about many issues related to school 
health, but I think that spreading 
awareness among schoolgirls is much 
easier than doing that at boys’ schools, 
since girls are much more disciplined 
than boys. Ultimately I hope that we 
can apply the skills that we have 
gained into practice. That is the most 
important thing.”
Samira al-Rayash, a social worker at 
Ibn Majeed Secondary School 
affirmed that the course touched on 
many topics pertaining to school 
health, reproductive health and first 
aid. She added, “Unfortunately, some 
schools lack bathrooms and this caus­
es many health problems. So I think 
the first thing the concerned authori­
ties should do is to construct bath­
rooms at the schools lacking this basic 
service.”
As far as the assistance of the 
European Support Program for the 
National Population Council 
Technical-Secretariat is concerned, 
Mujahid Ahmed al-Sha’ab, Director- 
General of the Population Media, said 
that the course is a follow-up for the 
assistance provided by the program 
for the educational sector through 
organizing seminars and training 
workshops in order to train teachers 
and including the issue of reproduc­
tive health in textbooks. In this regard 
they have implemented many pro­
grams with the help of the Population 
Education Program, the Teaching 
Professions Union, the Population 
Society and the Aden-based Child 
Rights Society.

Role of Yemeni Women in Development
Dua'a Al-Kaderi

W
omen represent 
half of the popula­
tion. The female 
work force in 
Yemen has reached 

20.18 percent, distributed in all differ­
ent sectors. There are 50 percent in the 
agricultural sector, particularly in rural 
areas, 60 percent are working as min­
ers, 16 percent are working in the man­
ufacturing industry, nine percent in 
administration and services, four per­
cent in electricity and water, and two 
percent in insurance and properties. 
The government has done a lot to 
improve the status of woman through 
participation in economic activities and 
the establishment of intensive media 
campaigns to show the public the the 
important role of women in social and 
economic development. Women must 
participate side-by-side with men in all 
aspects of life, by providing education­
al opportunities and care centers for 
women and implementing the Labor 
Law which grants the rights of women. 
The government depends on the mech­
anisms of economic facets, such as the 
establishment of the Agricultural and 
Fish Production Fund. The number of 
families making use of this fund 
reached 2500 in 1998. In addition, the 
Skill Development Fund (SDF), and 
Small Enterprises Promotion Unit 
(SEPU) were established to support 
training enterprises for poor families, 
in which women can play a leading 
role in the development process.

Other Aspects
Social care is an important aspect in 
the developmental process in which 
women can successfully perform their 
role in nurturing a new generation. 
This approach concentrates mainly on 
the positive role of women and meets 
the essential requirements needed for 
women.
Another aspect is eradicating poverty 
by allowing women to work outside 
the home and by providing competitive 
job opportunities. This approach con­
centrates on improving the pitiful con­
dition of some distressed families. The

third approach is equality between men 
and women. This approach calls for 
integrating men and women in the 
developmental process. Women should 
be competent to perform her their suc­
cessfully and should be encouraged to 
participate effectively in society, in 
accordance with their role as women in 
this society. In this respect, the gov­
ernment must provide useful projects 
in which women can take part, such as 
health services and educational cen­
ters. This, of course, encourages 
woman to join in voluntary work.
We met up with female figures and 
conducted the following interview con­
cerning on the role of Yemeni women. 
Noor Mohammed Abbad, the 
Chairwoman of the Woman Integration 
Association in Development, said that 
women will be considered an active 
partner to man by educating girls and 
by putting an end to early marriage 
among both girls and boys. The sharp 
increase in the number of people under 
the poverty line is a major problem to 
all. Statistics and numbers will greatly 
help us to know the problems and find 
the right solutions. Women in villages

suffered from more than women in the 
cities. Women take the responsibility 
of the housework, such as cleaning, 
washing, farming and other things. 
What aggravates the situation is the 
deteriorating conditions in Yemen, 
beginning with the local war in 1994 
and the government of the administra­
tive and financial reform programs. 
The problem is that women are not 
allowed to participate with men in 
decision-making; this is a big problem 
for women in Yemen. Women in 
Yemen are not in high esteem, because 
they are treated as women.
Fatema Mashhoor, the Chairwoman of 
Department in the Labor Ministry and 
Social Insurance, expressed her opin­
ion, saying that interests and programs 
taking care of women have been the 
main concern of the people and one of 
the general policies of population. 
These policies were achieved after a 
long struggle and great effort begin­
ning in the 1990s and continuing until 
the present day. After the struggle, the 
policies and the programs were formed 
with the goal of facilitating this strate­
gy. In 2001, efforts have been directed

to focusing attention on women's 
issues and the challenges faced by 
women, giving priority to women's 
policies and programs. This cannot be 
achieved unless these things happen:
* Development and women are com­
plementary to each other. It represents 
women’s integration in the develop­
mental process in all aspects of life.
* Social diversity is a new method that 
has been recently adopted by popula­
tion policies. Its results have been 
shown clearly, and it has greatly affect­
ed the Five Year Plan. It concentrates 
on the leading role played by women. 
Fatima Hamza, the Secretary General 
of Yemen's Women’s Union said that 
the social and historical conditions are 
a great obstacle to Yemeni women. The 
prevailing opinion is that backward­
ness dominates the mentalities of the 
Yemeni people. Women adhere to the 
traditions of the society and the com­
munity in which they live. Recently, 
women have played an active role in 
the development process. The social 
awareness among people to allow 
women to associate with men is an 
important aspect.
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Yemen’s Water Crisis:

Solution Critical for Yemen’s Future
Christopher Ward*

*Christopher Ward is Principal 
Operations Officer for the Middle East 
and North Africa in the Rural 
Development, Water and Environment 
Department of the World Bank. The 
following article draws on his lecture 
made to the society last September and 
on published material. This article 
appeared in British-Yemeni Society 
Journal

S
ince the beginning of time, 
Yemenis have been adept at 
making the best use of 
scarce water through tech­
nology and attentive farm­

ing. Their terraces, elaborate water har­
vesting structures, and skilful manage­
ment of springs and flood flows, 
allowed the county to support a large 
population and a sustainable agricul­
tural economy.
Since the creation of the modern state 
however, the country has fallen into a 
water crisis characterized by very rapid 
mining of groundwater, extreme water 
supply shortages in the major cities, 
and limited access to safe drinking 
water. The main causes of the crisis 
include rising demand for water as the 
population grows and market-led agri­
culture develops; the unregulated 
exploitation of efficient use and sus­
tainable management. These problems 
are by no means unique to Yemen, but 
in no other county in the Middle East is 
the rate of exhaustion of aquifers pro­
ceeding so fast; no other capital city, 
for example, faces the dire prospect of 
running our of water within the next 
decade.
Yemen's total annually renewable 
water resources are estimated at 2.5 
billion cubic meters (cm). Thus with a 
population of around 18 million, these 
amount to little more than 140 cm per 
person each year, compared with the 
Middle East and North Africa average 
of 1.250 cm per person. The problem in 
Yemen is made more critical given that 
water resources are unevenly distrib­
uted and that 90% of the population has 
under 90 cm annually for domestic 
uses (10% below the world-wide 
norm). It is estimated that only 44% of 
the population has access to main water 
supplies and only 12% to safe sanita­
tion. In general, all surface water 
resources, (60% of the country’s 
renewable resources), is already being 
exploited beyond the level of renewal. 
This very rapid development has 
brought with it major problems. 
Groundwater is being mined at such a 
rate that parts of the rural economy 
could dry up in the country. Areas of 
the country under the greatest pressure 
are the central highlands, western 
escarpment and coastal plains.
It was estimated in the mid-1990s that 
a water extraction level of 224 million 
cm was expected to be pumped dry in 
the Sana'a basin of the coastal plains 
within the next decade; in Amran, 
within the last five years. Meanwhile 
by 2005, consumer demand in the 
country is expected to rise to 3.42 bil­
lion cm, posing a shortfall of 920 mil­
lion cm.

Causes of the Crisis
Since the 1970s, Yemen has witnessed 
rapid social and economic changes, 
often outpacing the government’s abil­
ity to control or manage them. Many of 
these changes have had a profound 
effect on the country’s water use. In the 
last twenty years the population has 
doubled, and Yemen has experienced 
one of the highest rates of population 
increase in the world (3.5%). 
Additionally, demographic changes 
have increased the demand for water 
and for commodities whose production 
requires water, particularly agricultural 
produce. With the flow of remittances 
form Yemenis working in nearby oil­
exporting countries, and the growth of 
various market opportunities, agricul­
ture developed rapidly. The advent of 
tractors, chemical inputs and especially 
tubewell technology, weaned Yemen 
away from the traditional farming 
practices and systems of water man­
agement which had previously enabled 
the country to live in balance with its 
natural resources. The government has 
lacked the technical means, the legal 
instruments, and the political will to 
regulate the sinking of wells and 
groundwater extraction. At the same 
time it pursued policies that encour­
aged water use, the government also 
pursued low-interest loans, cheap 
diesel pricing, and public investment in 
surface or spare irrigation. As a result, 
over the past two decades, groundwater 
and surface irrigation have been priced 
well below their economic cost. A gov­

ernment ban on the import of fruit and 
vegetables gave further impetus to 
groundwater development by making 
local cultivation of such produce far 
more profitable. Finally, the govern­
ment’s supportive attitude towards the 
booming production and use of qat, the 
country’s most profitable cash crop, 
has accelerated trends towards the 
overuse of water. Qat is estimated to 
consume 30% of all irrigation water, 
and its cultivation has been encouraged 
by a government ban on imports of 
cheaper Ethiopian Qat.
Between 1970 and 1996, areas irrigat­
ed formed wells that expanded from 
37.000 to 360.000 hectares, 32% of 
Yemen’s farmed land. Today ground­
water extraction has passed well 
beyond the limit of sustainability. 
Aquifers are being depleted throughout 
the country, wells are constantly being 
deepened, and the costs are rising 
while water yields and quality are dete­
riorating. Additionally, the explosion 
of groundwater use has often been at 
the expense of traditional spring-fed 
systems, and as the water table 
declines, hill springs are early casual­
ties. On farms, low groundwater prices 
have encouraged waste. Meanwhile, 
deforestation, the abandonment of ter­
races and the neglect of traditional 
water harvesting systems, as led to 
aquifers (partly due to the govern­
ment’s policy of importing grain for 
distribution at heavily subsidized 
prices). Finally, the government, in 
partnership with international donors 
and development agencies, embarked 
on a number of large-scale, public sec­
tor spate irrigation schemes in the 
coastal plains—many of whose opera­
tion and maintenance it can no longer 
afford. Viewed internally, however, 
government policy has increased value 
food products, such as fruit and vegeta­
bles. As a result, incomes have 
increased been spread across a large 
segment of the population. Important 
interest groups have benefited, not 
least those involved in the multi-mil- 
lion dollar qat industry, helping the 
government to consolidate its authori­
ty. After 20 years of holding down irri­
gation water prices however, the gov­
ernment is now increasing them. 
Groundwater prices have been affected 
for example, as the price of diesel shot 
up between 1996-1999, from the 
equivalent of $0.02 to $0.10 per liter; 
and it is set to rise even further by 2001 
to about $0.16 per liter. Meanwhile, the 
supply of cheap credit has dwindled, 
interest rates have increased, and con­
trols on fruit and vegetable imports are 
being dismantled. All these actions will 
bring the price of groundwater closer to 
its economic cost. The government is 
considering the involvement of user 
groups in the operation and mainte­
nance of spate irrigation schemes, with 
a view to ultimately hand them over to 
users to have full responsibility.

Impact of Structural Adjustment
For 20 years, with the support of inter­
national donors, the government was 
able to cultivate key constituencies 
with the cheap, to sometimes, free 
water. What has changed? First, Yemen 
has been grappling with a severe eco­
nomic crisis. Since 1995, with the 
encouragement of international donors, 
the government has been implementing 
a structural adjustment program aimed 
at reducing the role of the state in eco­
nomic activity. As a result, the diesel 
and credit subsidies for groundwater 
irrigation, the operation and mainte­
nance subsidy for spate irrigation, and 
the distribution of subsidized cereals, 
are all being phased out. This is driv­
ing up water prices. Meanwhile, gov­
ernment officials have become increas­
ingly concerned about environmental 
degradation, particularly groundwater 
depletion and damage to traditional 
rain-fed agriculture and terrace sys­
tems. Donors who had supported the 
old policies are now keen to promote 
sustainability, a reduced government 
role in the economy, and more partici­
pation at the community level. They 
are also encouraging the use of pricing 
mechanisms to manage water demand. 
Most fanners will benefit more, or suf­
fer less, form investment in water con­
servation and irrigation efficiency. But 
better management involves visible 

and unpopular changes, such as price 
increases and regulation. And the devo­
lution of power to user groups means 
that the government loses a source of 
patronage while running the risk of 
provoking social unrest and strength­
ening the centrifugal tendencies ever­
present in Yemeni politics. In 1996 the 
government’s announcement of a 
tripling of diesel prices instigated vio­
lent demonstrations. Other price 
increases provoked further violence in 
1998.

The Challenge
Yemen cannot continue to live off its 
water capital. But with the country’s 
fragmented geography and hydrology, 
and the predominance of dispersed 
rural water users, centralized control is 
problematic. Moreover, the mismatch 
between population and water 
resources reduces planning options as 
most of the population and economic 
activity is concentrated in the water- 
depleted western highlands. Such a sit­
uation makes it difficult to explore 
alternative sources of supply such as 
the Hadhramaut aquifer, let alone 
desalination. Growing water shortages 
have led to competition between town 
and country for access to dwindling 
resources. Since all groundwater 
around cities is effectively harnessed 
and over-exploited for agricultural use, 
the cost of new supplies of water for 
cities is likely to rise sharply, as water 
has to be brought from further afield 
and from greater depth. In Sana’a, the 
urban utility, the National Water and 
Sanitation Authority (NWSA), is 
unable to keep pace with new housing 
and industrial development. Taiz faces 
similar problems. There the city 
authorities negotiated for ten years 
with the nearby rural area of Habir 
before an agreement was reached. With 
support form the IDA-financed Taiz 
Pilot Water Supply Project, Taiz will be 
allowed to extract water from a previ­
ously untapped deep aquifer in 
exchange for investments in village 
water supply, schools and women’s 
centers, and the joint monitoring of 
water extraction to ensure a sustainable 
flow.
Water markets are already well estab­
lished in Yemen, ranging form oppor­
tunistic tanker sales by well owners, to 
supply schemes for urban communi­
ties. Indeed, several towns (e.g. Zabid 
and Bajel) are wholly supplied by pri­
vate sector utilities. But markets give 
no incentives to groundwater conserva­
tion. Steps need to be taken towards 
increasing main access and reducing 
costs.

Conclusion
The challenge facing the government is 
to bring about a major adjustment in 
the behavior and economy of this 
nation. This will require a level of 
national consensus and self-regulation 
which can only be achieved through 
public awareness campaigns, clear and 
realistic priorities, and through a close 
partnership with water users.
Meanwhile, the increase in water 
prices resulting from the removal of 
diesel subsidies, will encourage farm­
ers to adopt water-efficient technolo­
gies, helping to relieve pressure on 
groundwater. The transfer of responsi­
bility to local farmers for spate irriga­
tion systems should also provide incen­
tives for improved fanning and sus­
tainability. Similarly, a policy of 
renewed support for traditional water 
control systems has the potential to 
increase agricultural production and 
boost the incomes of small farmers. 
Nevertheless, decentralization and the 
partnership approach can only be 
viewed as depleting, allowing Yemen 
time to develop patterns of economic 
activity less dependent on water min­
ing.
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Gnawing at Tourism
Hisham al-Qubati
Yemen Times

I
 t is a pity that while the tourism 

industry in Yemen is declining, 
some officials help worsen the 
situation. The behavior of some 
of them is simply disgusting!Many tourists complain about being 

annoyed by unwelcome companions, 
who, at times, are more parasites than 
the ‘friendly Yemenis’ they might be 
attempting to be.
They impose themselves on tourists,

and disgustingly ask for everything, 
even hotel accommodation.
In my last trip with a foreigner in a 
Yemeni village, we were preparing to 
leave the hotel for a drive around the 
area when a group of Yemenis 
approached us. They said they had 
been instructed from above to body­
guard us. We accepted their company 
since it was their job, not knowing that 
they would become a bad example of 
Yemeni hospitality.
Driving through a lot of eye-catching 
places, we had to provide food and 
water for them. They also spent their 
nights at the same hotels—and we paid 
the bill! To make the matter even

worse, when the trip was over, they 
ask for travel allowances! Even at 
check points in the main road, mem­
bers of security that drove with us 
between check points, wanted trans­
portation allowance to return to the 
previous check point. I keep wonder­
ing whether such behavior is legal, 
and if it is approved by the Ministry of 
Tourism and other authorities. It was 
very difficult trying to explain to the 
tourist if all companions behave this 
way.
Many tourists plan their visits very 
carefully and accurately. They calcu­
late every penny they plan on spend­
ing for accommodation and traveling

from one city to another. They proba­
bly do not expect to be paying a 
Yemeni officials to do their job. The 
tourist I was with asked me to explain 
to the officials that he was not sup­
posed to pay them to carry out an 
ordered assignment — and he is exact­
ly right.
Interestingly, one of the tourist police 
pleaded that all tourist police do the 
same. "You can even ask the driver 
and he will tell you that it is true," he 
said.
The tourism industry in Yemen has 
been receiving continued blows, start­
ing with kidnapping incidents to the 
September 11th attack on Washington 
and New York. It is surprising that 
instead of trying to overcome the con­
sequences of such mishaps, its people 
gnaw at it from inside.

National Song: A True Portrait of Revolution
Saleh Abdulbaqi 
Cultural Editor 
Yemen Times

I
n this article , I will discuss the 
significance of the Yemeni 
singers who have sung for the 
Yemeni revolutions and shared 
the joy of different national 

events since the revolution’s first day. 
Those creative singers have been very 
successful in depicting the zealous 
emotions of people who were extreme­
ly happy with the their new freedoms. 
The words of their songs were so 
strong and expressive, tackling all 
aspects related to the nation, the revo­
lution’s goals, and the removal of 
tyranny.
Singers like Abdullah Hadi Sait, the 
famous poets Ali Sabrah and Lutfi 
Jafar Aman and many others, played a 
significant role in what one can call the

revolutionary artistic literature, as they 
produced a number of poems and 
songs celebrating the revolution. 
Indeed, the songs of these
still sung by people up to this very day. 
you can even hear the young children 
enthusiastically singing these songs, 
showing the extent to which these 
songs are lively and energetic.
In this occasion, one has to remember 
what these songs are for. The very 
morning of September 26th, 1962, the 
Yemeni people came to find that the 
tyrannical rule had been removed and 
that a new life had been established for 
Yemen. At that time, Sana’a Radio 
Station used to air some songs cele­
brating the new-born revolution by 
some Yemeni and Egyptian singers. 
Ahmed Al-Sunidar, a famous Yemeni 
singer said: While I was studying in 
Cairo along with some Yemeni singers 
like Ahmed bin Ahmed Qasem, 
Mohammed Mohssen Atrush and 
Fursan Khalifah in 1962, we could not

receive the broadcast of Radio Sana’a 
so I tuned in to the Cairo-based Voice 
of Arabs Radio and verified that there 
indeed was a revolution in Yemen. I 
told all my friends about this happy 
news and went to the Voice of Arabs to 
register a national song. In fact, Al- 
Sunidar is the most productive singer 
in terms of national songs, songs that 
were recorded in Egypt. In addition, 
singer Ali al-Anesi recorded many 
songs marking the 26th of September 
revolution, songs that had a great effect 
on the period afterwards. Al-Abssi, 
one of the most popular Yemeni 
singers said: At that time, I was in my 
twenties, studying at the Islamic 
Education Institute in Aden, an insti­
tute that used to be run by Mohammed 
Salem al-Baihani. The time I heard the 
news from the radio with some of my 
friends in Aden, I was overwhelmed by 
an indescribable happiness. In the sec­
ond year of revolution I had been in 
Taiz, where martial Abdullah al-Salal

delivered a zealous speech to mark the 
special occasion.
I remember that in the beginning of 
1967, some artists in Aden were invit­
ed to raise funds for the army taking 
part in liberating South Yemen. Singers 
like Mohammed Sa’ad Abdullah, 
Mohammed bin Shamakh, Yousef bin 
Ahmed Salem, Taha Fare’a, Ahmed Ali 
Qasem, Raja Basudan and many others 
performed musical parties in Taiz, 
Hudaidah, and Sana’a, coinciding with 
the 5th anniversary of the revolution. 
Ultimately, the national revolutionary 
song has voiced the rejection of the 
tyrannical rule in Yemen that existed in 
the pre-revolution period. It also cele­
brates the new achievement of the 
Yemeni people represented by the 26 
September and 14 October revolutions, 
the most precious achievement of our 
nation. These songs have succeeded in 
depicting the joyful sentiment of the 
Yemeni people concerning their 
national revolution.

Hadramaut: Civilization & History
Prepared for 
publishing by 
Ismael Al-Ghabiri 
Yemen Times

H
adramaut is divided into 
two parts:

a - Coastal Hadramaut which includes 
the coastal area of Mukalla, Shahir and 
others.
b- Internal Hadramaut which includes 
the valley districts, Saiyoun, Tarem, 
Shebam and the valley districts that 
begin in the al-A’ain valley, passing 
through the small villages up to al- 
Hawra, al-Qaten and al-Ainin.
Hadramaut has a total area of 155,489 
km and its shore is considered to be an 
extension of the southern coastal 
region which stretches 6,200 km from 
Bab al-Mandab Strait to the 
coastal border of the Sultanate of

Oman. Hadramaut valley represents a 
distinguished typographical phenome­
non, as it is the greatest valley of 
Yemen and runs in parallel to the 
southern coastal region in southern 
Arabia.

Water Resources
The location of Hadramaut within the 
domain of the dry equatorial climate 
has effected the water resources of the 
region as there exists no permanent 
surface water, except for some valleys 
with springs.

Mukalla
Upon the establishment of the Cassadit 
dynasty in 1115 Hijri, Mukalla used to 
have the name al-Khisah. It gained

much renown and supremacy when it 
replaced Shahir as the capital of 
Mukalla in 615 Hijri. Al-Ghwaizi cas­
tle is one of the most distinguished 
monuments of the city, though it is in 
dire need for renovation. Additionally, 
in Mukalla there is the famous Sultan 
library, containing a great deal of sci­
entific books.

Shahir
Shahir is one of the oldest cities in the 
world and has been the scene for many 
battles between its inhabitants and the 
Portuguese invaders. Shahir is also one 
of the greatest cities of the governorate 
of Hadramaut and the oldest port of the 
governorate. Throughout history 
Shahir has been the capital of many 
dynasties that have taken place in the 
region. Shahir was invaded by the 
Qa’aiteens in the second half of the 
nineteenth century. One of the most 
distinguished monuments of Shahir are 
al-Aydrus and al-Khur gates, which 
were built by the Qa’aiteens, who also

built a fence of 3.3 km circumference, 
5.7 meters height and 1.15 meter 
width. Some of the ruins of this fence 
are still apparent up to this very day. 
Abubakar al-Mehthar, the famous 
Yemeni poet, lived in Shahir and com­
posed many beautiful poems and lyrics 
about the city.

Saiyun
The town of Saiyun is 200 miles from 
Mukalla, 22 from Tarim and 13 miles 
from Shibam. It was built by Mua’awia 
al-Kindi and later was declared by 
Sultan Badir Daruish to be the capital 
of his dynasty. It is distinguished by its 
mild, temperate climate and its ancient 
mosques.

Shibam
Shibam is as old as history. The most 
important thing about Shibam are the 
old buildings which are consider to be 
the first skyscrapers in the world. 
Shibam was named after its king 
Shibam bin Hareth bin Saba junior. 
Shibam used to be a commercial center 
emerging within the same period as 
Ma’ayn Dynasty in the 14th Century 
BC.

Ghail Bawazir
Ghail Bawazir was named after sheikh 
Abdurahman Mohammed bin Omar 
Bawazir, who settled in the region at

the beginning of the 7th century Hijri. 
Sheikh Bawazir built a religious insti­
tute in 1320 Hijri and the first interme­
diate school was built in 1944.

Tarim
Tarim is one of the ancient Yemenite 
cities which was mentioned in the old 
Musnad inscriptions. It not only used 
to be on the route of frankincense and 
myrrh caravans and during the Islamic 
era, it was also one of the most impor­
tant cities in Hadramaut valley. One of 
the most distinguished monuments of 
Tarim is the al-Mihthar mosque, built 
in 833 Hijri.

Hud Tomb:
Visiting Site in Hadramaut

T
he scholars of old knew 
Yemen as Al-Yemen as- 
saida, or fortunate Yemen, 
although the reason is 
matter of contention. 

Maybe it had something to do with its 
location to the “right” (Yemen is 
derived from the Arabic root for right) 
of Mocca. Or perhaps it was because 
Yemen occupied a strategic position in 
the spice trade between India and the 
Arab world, or maybe it was due to its 
reputation as a producer of frankin­
cense, a rare aromatic resin prized as 
highly as gold by the ancients. Or per­
haps it was simply the sanctifying 
presence of a Prophet. It is a forgotten 
fact about this forgotten land, but 
according to tradition, Yemen is home 
to one of God’s earliest Prophets, Hud, 
who is buried here. The Prophet’s 
tomb, which lies in a town of his name 
in the valley of Hadhramawt, has 
always been a destination for the 
devout. In the past the people who ven­
tured out of the wilderness were main­
ly Hadhramis. These locals claim the 
ancestry of the people of As, to whom 
Hud preached. Their Ziyarah or reli­
gious visit persists; the difference 
being that now it is a more internation­
al affair, a festival. The Ziyarah 
appears to have been established as a 
public event in the 15th century, like 
the Meccan satellite town of Mina, 
Nabi Hud is deserted for most of the 
year. Then, once a year in the Islamic 
month of Sha’ban, when the fair was 
originally held, it comes to life as pil­
grims start to flood in. Last year the 
four day Ziyarah Nabi Hud attracted 
some 160,000 people from as far away 
as Egypt, Britain, the US and even 
Indonesia.
While they are here, most will stay in 
Sa’yun, the regional capital, served by 
an airport and several hotels. Here they 
can marvel at the towering buildings 
which provide some of the best exam­
ples of Hadramawt’s day brick archi­
tecture. Some of the most beautiful 
mosques and minarets in Yemen can be 
found in Say'un.
But it’s the town of Nabi Hud and its 
festival that is the main attraction. As 
with much else in this highly tribalized 
society, proceedings here are dominat­
ed by the leading Sufi families of 
Hadhrmawt. One family, the 
Ba’Abbads, whose ancestors per­
formed the Ziyarah in the 13th century, 
has enjoyed the privilege of leading it 
every year since.
Then it’s on to the stone of a famous 
15th century saint, followed by prayers 
at the Well of Greeting, where it is

believed souls of the pious are gath­
ered. The prayer is always led by a 
descendent of the Prophet Mohammed 
(peace and blessing be upon him), and 
takes in all the Prophets back to Adam. 
Only after these preparatory steps are 
complete is the visitor ready to meet 
the prophet Hud. A 1950s traveler 
described the tomb as being very long, 
attesting to the Islamic belief in the 
greater physical stature of early man. 
The tomb lies at the foot of a mountain 
and faces inside a mosque which was 
first built in the 9th century. As with 
most of Yemen’s architecture, it dis­
plays an amazingly unique harmony 
with its surroundings. Dwarfed by the 
dark mountain wall to its rear, the 
unimposing white-walled mosque sets 
a tone of humility and tranquillity amid 
greater forces, echoing the nature of 
the Ziyarah itself.
Next to the tomb, Nabi Hud’s most 
famous landmark is the she-camel. In 
reality, this is very out of the ordinary, 
but legend has it that this is what 
remains of Hud’s camel, which God 
turned into stone. One of the Ziyarah’s 
highlights is the visit of the family of 
Abu Bakr bin Salim on the third day. 
This saint is credited with restoring the 
Ziyarah to the Islamic lunar calendar. 
His descendant’s entrance to the tomb 
is accompanied by a tumultuous beat­
ing of drums, much loud chanting and 
the flying of family banners. With the 
arrival of the bin Salim clan, the fun 
and games begin in earnest. On the 
final day at the visit it’s time to relax 
and to be entertained. Goats are 
butchered and favorite Yemeni dishes 
are prepared, especially harisa, a por­
ridge made of sorghum and dates. 
Yemeni tribesmen, identifiable by their 
distinctive jambiya, or dagger, com­
pete in camel races and dance accom­
panied by the (singing) ululation of 
their watching womenfolk.
Visitors compare the atmosphere of 
Ziyarah Nabi Hud to what the Hajj 
must have been like before affordable 
air travel turned it into a huge interna­
tional gathering. Still unspoiled and 
regarded as a backwater in Yemen, 
Hadhramawt is probably the closest 
modern travelers will come to the 
Arabia of the Arabian Nights. The holy 
Qur’an describes the civilization that 
once occupied this area as coming to a 
violent end in a sandstorm that raged 
for eight days and seven nights. 
Prospective visitors will be relieved to 
know that these days the Nabil Hud 
empties rather less dramatically, with 
their spirits the only thing likely to be 
lifted off the ground !

Yemen Proverbs for all occasions
Saad Shareef Taher 
Iraqi Teacher of English, 
Ibb

emeni proverbs, are an 
important part of the 
Yemeni culture because 
they are representative 
of daily activities and

situations. They are the words that 
reflect simple people’s thinking by 
which their daily life, habits and 
customs are truly expressed. They are 
the live records of politics, agriculture 
and wisdom throughout history. One 
can grasp through them details of the 
simple Yemeni society and have a 
picture of whatever might be on their 
mind. Here are some rural proverbs of 
Al-Nadirah-Ibb

1- Mushartta bi, teref wela mkhange 
bil wesett.

بالوسط مخانقة ولا بالطرف مشارطة
Meaning: putting conditions before 
any contract or agreement is better 
than quarreling during half way.
Comment: in any contract or 
agreement, people should sit together 
to discuss their conditions before 
signing it. It will be better than 
quarreling and shouting when work 
faces difficulties.
Situation: when advising people who 
want to start a project.

2- Megtool ebooh wemsa mrezzih il 
bab.

الباب مرزح وامسى ابوه مقتول
Meaning: Though the son of the slain 
father has the social right to kill his

murderer, he chooses to hide behind 
shut doors at night.
Comment: cowards always live in 
panic even if they are rightful.
Situation: when one faces danger and 
expects another. Or when blaming 
cowards.

3-Ygool Ali bin Zaid: indi tgoom il 
giameh wela haneen il migarid

زايد: بن على يقول
المجارد حنين ولا القيامة تقوم عندي

meaning: Ali bin Zaid was as ancient 
wise man (a popular philosopher). He 
was well-known for his wisdom, 
especially concerning agriculture. One 
of his sayings: "As far as I’m 
concerned, doom with its horror and 
divine punishment is better than 
returning of locusts again.” 
Comment: locusts are quite harmful 
and arc a very deadly enemy to 
farmers.
Situation: urging farmers to fight 
locusts in agriculture.

4-jarek il gereeb wela akhook il 
beyeed

البعيد اخوك ولا القريب جارك
Meaning: a neighbor is more 
beneficial than a remote brother.
Comment: in time of need, a next- 
door neighbor is of better help than a 
brother who lives in another city.
Situation: when urging others to 
respect neighbors, reminding them of 
prophet Mohammed (p.b.u.h) saying 
“your neighbor, then your brother."

5-Idil sraj wena atfeeh.
اطفيه وانا السراج اد

Meaning: Give me the kerosene lamp

and I will extinguish it.
Comment: when you order someone 
lazy to do something and he uses the 
excuse of inexperience, unless you 
share his work.
Situation: when blaming lazy people.

6- Jehd il meileeh jehdeh wel shoom 
leu awger leh awger.

جهده المليح جهد

اوقر له اوقر لو والشوم
Meaning: a good man will be praised 
for whatever he does while a bad one 
will be looked on as bad, even when he 
does good things.
Comment: one can be nice and gentle 
by heart, not only by face.
Situation: when throwing light on 
good behaviors, while at the same time 
scorning bad ones.

7- thi ma yisebbeh ma yighedda win 
tghedda gheda il weil.

يغدى ما حيصب ما ذي

الويل غدا تغدى وان
Meaning: He who doesn’t wake up 
early to work, never eats lunch. If he 
has lunch, surely it will be a poor one. 
Comment: people should get up early 
to work because it will certainly bring 
them a delicious meal. Lazy people 
will be served nothing, and if they get 
something to eat that will be left out 
food.
Situation: when urging others to 
work.

8-issebooh il rooh wil ghada ma 
teyesser.

تيسر ما والغدا الروح الصبوح
Meaning: breakfast is a main meal,

while lunch is less.
Comment: Yemenis and some other 
nations normally have breakfast at 
about ten in the morning, considering 
it an important meal. Other meals 
have less importance as they are 
usually busy chewing qat in the 
afternoons.
Situation: praising a traditional habit 
of breakfast is similar to a medical 
wisdom, “Have breakfast with princes, 
lunch with the rich, and dinner with 
the poor”.

9- ma hed yitfil min fummuh la 
thignuh.

لادقنه فمه من يتفل حد ما
Meaning: no one spits on his beard. 
Comment: the beard is a respected 
part of the body as far as Arabs and 
Muslims are concerned. Spitting on 
something is considered as a scorn or 
insult, so no one spits on his beard, 
metaphorically meaning that no one 
talks badly about himself.
Situation: when others cover their 
mistakes e.g. a thief never admits to 
being one.

10- men khalla min ashah asbeh 
yerah.

يراه اصبح عشاه من خلا من
Meaning: he who spares some of his 
dinner will see it or make use of it in 
the morning.
Comment: people should save some 
of what they own for times of need e.g. 
never waste wealth at random. For a 
white penny will be useful on a black 
day.
Situation: urging others to be 
economical in their spending, prizing 
those who plan their life successfully.

Y
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I. What to say

Life and Learning
Doctor: Good morning, my dear students.
Students: Good morning, doctor.
Doctor: Nice to see you back.
Students: Nice to see you, too.
Doctor: Thanks a lot. Today marks the beginning of

a new academic session and this is our first 
class. Let me take this occasion to 
congratulate you embarking on a new class 
with new opportunities and new challenges.

Omar: Sir, with due apology, I view a new year of
study as end of our freedom and beginning 
of servility, monotony and boredom.

Doctor: Class! Do you all agree with the views
expressed by Omar?Do you feel cheerless 
and flustered on such a solemn occasion as 
this?

Abdul: It depends on the way you look at it. If one
is enthusiastic about new learning, one 
would feel thrilled at the glory of getting 
more knowledge. But if one thinks 
otherwise, that is, education has no purpose, 
no value, then one must inevitably feel 
frustrated.

Rizq: I do entirely agree with Abdul. It is the
perspective, the way one looks at the whole 
issue of the aim of education that matters.

Doctor: I’m happy you brought out the question of
the goals of education. It is a very pertinent 
issue to deliberate upon, especially as we are 
about to begin our journey to a destination. 
What do you think are the goals of 
education? What, in other words is the 
relation between life vis a vis learning, 
Hisham?

Hisham: Life is a process of growth, I think.
Doctor: That’s right. Life is a metaphor for continual

development. It's both nature and nurture.
Mohammed: Would you make that point a bit clear, 

doctor?
Doctor: ‘Nature’ is a learning organism's inner

potential. ‘Nurture’, on the other hand, is 
creating conditions for the full utilization of 
that potential towards the goal of self­
fulfillment, self-enrichment.

Tawfeek: Doctor, by the term 'education' do you mean 
the information imparted in schools and 
colleges?

Doctor: The full implication of the term 'education'
is much larger than bookish knowledge. 
Education, in true sense of the term, implies 
inculcating in the learner the sterling virtues 
of innovation, of creative thinking, 
analytical abilities, problem-solving abilities 
and leadership qualities that nurture 
ourselves and nourish life. Life is a pilgrim's 
progress. It symbolizes a journey from 
darkness of ignorance to the light of 
knowledge.

Bakil: Does education stop at any stage of life?
Doctor: No. As I said, life is a process of continual

renewal. So education is an endless quest for 
conquest. Indeed, all of us are learners, at 
different points of a continuum.

So you should take education in its proper 
perspective. There is no joy higher than the 
joy of advancement of learning. I invite you 
to unleash efforts to discover that perennial 
joy.

All: Thanks, doctor, for a lucid exposition of the
link between life and learning.

II. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences.
1. Not fewer than ten kilos of milk was sold.
2. He was in Sana'a five years before.
3. Cut the apple by the knife.
4. He fell in the river.
5. It has been raining from morning.

Answers to last week’s questions
1. I have been suffering from fever since Monday
2.If he comes, I shall go with him.
3. This pen is superior to that.
4. He is the noblest of all men.
5. The population of Sana’a is greater than that of 

Mahweet.

III. How to express it in one words
1. Person who has full rights in a State by birth.
2. Having the common source of origin.
3. Persons working together, having similar rank and 

duties.
4. Words, phrases, or style suitable for ordinary 

conversation.
5. Branch of drama that deals with humorous events.

Answers to last week's questions
1. Saying in many words what may be said in few words: 

Circumlocution
2. Sail round the world: Circumnavigate
3. Make the limits of something: Circumscribe
4. Paying careful attention to everything before taking 

any action: Circumspect
5. Prevent a plan from being carried out: Circumvent

IV. Rewrite the following sentences according to 
the instruction given in brackets:
a) Aisha has done her homework. (Add a question tag) 
b) People use a camera to take photographs (change into 

passive)
c) I found a coin in my shirt pocket wile I — clothes. 

(Fill in the blank with the correct tense form of use)
d) Dr. Abdullah said to his son, "Be careful with your 

money." (Change into reported speech)
e) This house — to Mr. Abdul Aziz, but he doesn't live 

here at present. (Fill in the blank)

Answers to last weeks questions
1. He asked me how old I was.
2. Ridhwan saw Khalil drop (or dropping) the watch.
3. Your future depends on your success in the exam.
4. Mr. Ayed, whose son is an invalid, lives next door.
5. The child fell down and lay there senseless till he was 

given first aid.

V. Words of Wisdom
"What sculpture is to a block of marble, education is 

to the soul"
—Addison

TIMES QUIZ
With a view to enriching our students’ general knowl­
edge and sensitizing them to the basic information in 
various fields, we are launching the feature TIMES 
QUIZ beginning with this issue. The areas to be cov­
ered would include the Earth and the Universe, Origin 
of Life and Evolution, Modern Day Since, Botany, 
Zoology, Physics, Chemistry, Computer, INventions 
and Discoveries, Instruments, devices and experiments, 
Scientific laws, theories and effects, Everyday science, 
Scientific abbreviations, Acronyms, Animals, Arts, 
Books, Firsts, Geography, History, Medicine, Music, 
English Literature, Television, and so forth. There will 
be five questions of multiple choice type in each issue. 
You are requested to send your answers by post, or 
through email. Answers by post should have the 
envelopes superscribed TIMES QUIZ, Education and 
sent to our address. Address for sending through email 
is:

ramakantasahu@yahoo.com
Names of those who have all the answers correct will be 
published in the next issue. We invite your enthusiastic 
participation in this as in other sections.

Questions:
1. The brightest star in the night sky is 
a. Sirus b. Cetus c. Castor d. Polaris
2. The group of instructions given to a computer to make 
it perform certain operations is technically known as
a. Hardware b. Software c. Binary code 
d. All the above
3. Which of the following is not a unit of time?
a. Leap year b. Micro second c. Lunar month 
d. Light year
4. Who invented Telescope?
a. Galileo Galilei b. Hans Lippershey c. Robert Hooke 
d. Hipparchus
5. Which class of the animals have the sharpest vision? 
a. Mammals b. Fish c. Birds d. Rodents

YOUTH FORUM
A Day of My Life
"What cruel and fierce men those are!” I heard my wife saying 
angrily. That was when I was watching my program on the TV 
in the sitting room and she was reading a paper. “Why are you 
saying that, me dear wife?” I asked her in a quiet voice. She 
gave up reading and turned to me saying, "Have you read that 
news which says that a poor woman got mad because her hus­
band was treating her violently?”
“Not yet.” I answered. Suddenly, she stood up and switched 
the TV off, then turned to me shouting, “Fancy! There are lots 
of women suffer from this bad treatment from their husbands.” 
I said to her quietly, “But that is not my affair, switch the TV 
on, please.” But she continued her speech as if she hadn’t 
heard me, “Why are not there laws against men who hit their 
wives? They deserve to be burnt with the fire, don’t they?” 
“Yes, yes. They do, but now...” I begged, “Turn on the TV, 
please.”
“Shut up your mouth till I finish my speech, stupid husband, 
do you understand?” She shouted at me as a teacher shouts at 
a lazy student. I didn’t want to enrage her more for fear of what 
would happen if I did. So I murmured, “Yes, I do. I’m so 
sorry.” She gazed at me angrily as if she was thinking to swal­
low me, but fortunately she didn’t.
Then, for an hour, I listened to her lecture about the importance 
of women for men, and about how the women share their with 
husbands their problems, pains and sufferings but, at the end, 
their reward is to be hit or killed by their husbands.
After she had finished her speech, she was tired of speaking. 
So she looked at me saying, “Now, I will go go to bed, and you 
must wash all dishes and glasses before going to bed. And 
don’t forget,” she warned me, “Tomorrow, never wake me up 
before making our breakfast. I think you understand me well, 
don’t you?”
I answered her obediently. “Yes, yes my dear wife.” Then, she 
went to sleep.
It’s true that I wanted to refuse her orders, but my broken nose 
and leg reminded me what would happen if I did.
So I thought while I was washing the dishes and the glasses of 
those men who always hit their wives, and then I murmured in 
an audible voice, What cruel and fierce those are!”

Al-Dholie
Level 2

Let's Learn Computer (21)
Moinul Islam
Academic Head, Aptech World Wide
Republic of Yemen
F. mail : moinnli@antech.ac.in

Logical DNS
I

n this issue we will start our 
discussion with something 
called Top-level DNS. We 
know how to connect to a web­
site as an end user. We run a

program called browser in our PC. 
[The most commonly used browser is 
Internet Explorer. Also Netscape 
Navigator is a popular browser] and 
there in the browser, we mention the 
“address” of the website like 
www.xyz.com. And we know that this 
address is communicated to the ISP 
and ISP does the needful to get us con­
nected to the required website. Also 
we have a brief idea about how ISP 
does that.
Let us, first of all, understand the 
domain. In the Networking, we know 
that all the computers are connected to 
each other. So from the physical point 
of view, we can say that all the com­
puters connected together are on the 
same network. But for the sake of sim­
plicity, the same physical network can 
be divided in to multiple logical net­
works. To understand the concept of 
logical network, we can take the 
example of a number of families stay­
ing in the same building. Consider the 
sort of relationship these families use 
to have between them other than being 
neighbors. [Of course excluding the 
possibility of relatives being the

neighbors.] Similar is the case with a 
network with multiple logical net­
works. Each of these logical networks 
is known as a domain.
In the context of Internet, this concept 
of Domain is used in a bit different 
way. For example, if I am connected to 
website, say www.xyz.net sitting in an 
Internet cafe, then one network con­
nection gets established consisting of 
my PC, ISP’s computer and the web 
server hosting the website. And this 
network has nothing to do with the 
network another person is working in, 
sitting somewhere in India accessing 
the website www.abc.com. There is a 
difference between these two net­
works. And that difference is purely 
logical. Because, physically, we know 
that the Internet is a single network of 
computers. That’s how the concept of 
domain applies in case of Internet. 
Each of the Web sites has to have 
some clients connected to it. That 
website along with the clients connect­
ed to it forms a separate logical net­
work, which can be defined as a 
Domain. And the web site is the main 
player in forming this Domain. The 
names of the website is also known as 
Domain Names.
Of course the same client can be con­
nected to other web sites and as such 
could become a part of some other

Domain simultaneously.
We know that DNS helps in getting 
the IP address of the website. And the 
DNS servers have to have the details 
of those web sites and handle the 
queries. For this purpose there are 
already a lot of DNS servers on the job 
arranged in a hierarchical manner log­
ically. The DNS server available at the 
root of it is known as root domain 
servers. I say servers because there are 
multiple servers at the root, each one 
of them handling a particular domain 
and the name of the domain or website 
carries the name of this top-level 
domain as its extension. These 
domains available at the top level are 
represented as COM, gov, mil etc.
However, one important thing we 
must note is that irrespective of the 
number of DNS servers, their hierar­
chy the DNS system is logically one 
Database. And each request made by 
each individual Internet user irrespec­
tive of their physical location is han­
dled by ONE DNS system. And the 
required information is provided to all 
those who need it from a SINGLE 
database. That’s why we need not have 
to bother which DNS server we are 
using while surfing the Internet. And 
be sure that all the DNS servers are at 
your service all the time. And that is 
the beauty of the DNS.

Dear Editor,
I heard once there was a debate in 
Yemen Times about the book of Zana 
Muhsen, Sold and A Promise to 
Nadia. Unfortunately I couldn't 
receive that newspaper but I am really 
curious if the Yemeni people know 
about these books and what is their 
opinion. Please inform me of the issue 
number and volume of Yemen Times in 
which the story or debate was pub­
lished about this case.

Fatimah Najafy

Dear Fatimah,
Yemen Times did not publish a debate, 
but rather an investigative story. It was 
published in a series and started in 
issue no. 5 of the year 2000. You can 
find debates at
http://yementimes.com/bbs.

—Editor

Happy Birthday Nadia
October 13 will be Nadia Muhsen's 
birthday. We can never reach her in 
any way. We have sent her a lot of 
birthday cards but it is always sent 
back to us. Can somebody please tell 
her Happy Birthday from all the peo­
ple across the world that think about 
her, on that particular day. Thank you 
for your time and consideration!
I hope that this can reach her.

S. Mainville 
smainville3@hotmail.com

Dear Mainville,
Nadia Muhsen probably reads the 
newspaper frequently. I hope that by 
publishing your letter, the congratula­
tory message would be delivered. 
Thank you for you thoughts.

Editor

Dear Editor,
My name is Jamal Abdulla Saleh and 
I'm from Yemen, the governate of Al- 
Baidah. The Americans wonder why 
this tragedy happened and they should 
look at their own government. People 
are dead, which is a terrible thing, but

Americans don't care about all the 
people and children who are dying in 
Iraq, due to the UN sanctions, which 
are headed by the U.S. Americans 
don't care about all the Palestinians 
who are dying due to the occupation 
of their own country by Israelis. 
Americans lived through an occupa­
tion period during the American revo­
lution against the British. However, 
Americans had a chance to fight for 
their independence, and when the 
Palestinians are fighting for their free­
dom, the U.S. pro-Israeli media calls 
them terrorists. But, I call it freedom­
fighting! Why is their a U.S. military 
presence in most Arab countries? We 
do not need a watchdog looking over 
our shoulders; get your American 
troops out of our lands! How would 
Americans feel if Iraqi or Chinese 
armed soldiers were stationed in New 
York or California? American's 
wouldn't like that very much, would 
they? The U.S. military also brings 
their alcohol and pornography into our 
sacred Islamic lands, and that won't be 
tolerated. The U.S. government talks 
about ridding America of terrorism; it 
will never happen until the U.S. shows 
an equal stance in Palestine and with­
draws all U.S. troops from all Arab 
countries. Most of us who are enlight­
ened know that if the U.S. government 
didn't have anything to gain in the 
region (cheap oil), then they would 
not be there. Thank you Yemen Times; 
please inform our Arab and Muslim 
brothers.

Jamal Abdulla Saleh 
gregg330@pacbell.net

Re: "I'm as American as the Next 
Guy!"
I loved the editorial "I'm as American 
as the Next Guy!" You are my 
American brother. I agree with some 
of what you said. However, I dis­
agreed with some of it, too, but I'd die 
for your right to say it without fear of 
punishment (OUR freedom of 
speech). We are American brothers

because you would fight and die for 
my rights, too (Home of the Brave).
I would like to apologize for non-Arab 
and non-Muslim Americans who act 
in ignorance and are too stupid to 
know the difference between Muslims 
and Al-Qaeda terrorists and retaliate 
against their own American brothers 
who feel the same pain from 9/11. 
They are just as guilty of evil as the 
bin Laden group.
As far as I am concerned, you are 
more of an American than they are and 
your editorial would have been 
praised by our founding fathers of 
1776 who wrote our great 
Constitution and Bill of Rights.
I am heartwarmed by your love of 
OUR country.
Nathan Brinkley 
nateb7899@aol.com

Dear Editor,
As an American, I am too dismayed at 
the lack of outrage by the nations of 
Islam against the terrorist attacks. I 
am also amazed how such 'religious' 
people can be so easily swayed to 
believe that such heinous crimes are 
done in the name of God. All of this 
comes from the extremists and their 
governments and they put the label of 
'Holy War' on the whole situation. It 
is at both extremes laughable and sad. 
Then I read in many of the Middle 
Eastem/Asian newspapers the letters 
from Arab-Americans and their fears 
of being attacked in the US, and this is 
all those papers focus on, these isolat­
ed incidents. But, they do not seem so 
outraged at the actual attacks and the 
deaths of 6,000 people and the eco­
nomic and political impact this has on 
the world. Shame has been brought 
upon Muslims yet we see little from 
your part of the world to stand up 
against the true perpetrator, the terror­
ists, and the nations who harbor them. 
It must stop, and it will be stopped.

G.L. Johnson 
atlthinker@hotmail. com

ahoo.com
yahoo.com
mailto:moinnli@antech.ac.in
http://www.xyz.com
http://www.xyz.net
http://www.abc.com
http://yementimes.com/bbs
mailto:gregg330@pacbell.net
mailto:nateb7899@aol.com
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Violence Against Women in Yemeni Society
" V

iolence 
against 
Women with­
in the Yemeni 
Culture,” is a 

forum in which participants discussed 
the need to enforce existing laws and to 
activate the role of criminal institutions 
in order to rid the country of violence 
against women. Furthermore, they 
brought attention to the necessity of 
reviewing Islam’s attitude towards this 
phenomenon, urging religious leaders 
to call for respecting women in any 
place and at any time. The symposium 
was organized by the Al-Shaka'aeq 
Forum in Sana'a from September 22 to 
24. The participants discussed issues 
relating to women, such as getting rid 
of laws which are discriminatory and 
dangerous to women. eradicating 
poverty, urging woman to obtain an 
education, and calling on educational 
institutions to review curriculum which 
is discriminatory towards women.
The Chairwoman of the Forum, Amal 
Albasha said, "The main target of the 
forum is to highlight the main aspects 
of our Islamic religion which protect 
women. As a woman, one should be 
treated as fairly as a man. She possess­
es mental and intellectual capabilities 
as that of man." She confirmed that the 
tribal culture affects our behavior. She 
gave an example clarifying this point. 
In one of the tribal areas, she said that 
a man stirred a woman up; the woman 
complained to her sheikh. The sheikh 
censured him in public. This is clear 
evidence that women enjoy a sense of 
respect in some tribal areas.
The majority of tribes have specific 
norms. If the man accompanies a 
woman and that man is exposed to 
revenge by other tribesmen, it is not 
acceptable for the avenger to avenge 
him, because, beside him is a woman. 
She further added that with women 
who fall prey to rape, the perpetrator is 
likely to have strong relations with this 
woman. In this case, a woman trusts 
him more than anybody else.

Al-Basha said that in the near future, 
the forum will begin receiving com­
plaints about women who are exposed 
to violence. It is an experimental enter­
prise for only six months.
The Chairman of the Human Rights 
Information and Training Center 
(HRITC), Ezz Addeen Saeed, consid­
ers the violence issue as a result of the 
general culture within Yemeni society, 
clarifying that women's roles are com­
pletely marginalized. She is confined 
only to her housework. She is not 
allowed to participate in the political 
arena. Only men make political deci­
sions and women are not allowed to 
participate or to be free. Ezz Addeen 
has strongly condemned the platforms 
of the political parties, because as he 
went on, "These political parties do not 
change the traditional culture in our 
country. These platforms are dragged 
out only behind traditional trends. 
Thus, there is no real interest in 
improving women's conditions." He 
further explained that these women are 
excluded from practicing their role 
freely or making decisions. The 
women's sector is considered only to 
be voters. He demanded the necessity 
of women's integration with men, put­
ting great stress on women's role in 
chairing a party.
In her working paper, Mahasen Al-hoti, 
deals clearly with "family restraint" 
with regard to violence against women. 
Around 67 percent of women are mis­
treated by their husbands, 30 percent 
by their brothers, 17 percent by their 
parents, and 57 percent of women were 
exposed to violence five times a day 
during the last four months. She added 
that 35 percent of married women are 
socially beleaguered by their husbands. 
42 percent are forced to work outside 
the home, and 25 percent of their 
salaries are seized by their husbands.
In his working paper. "Religious 
Leaders Role Towards Women," the 
researcher. Mohammad Ali, stated that 
the government's task is to tackle 
women's problems by enacting laws,

and ending violence against women by 
enforcing harsh punishments against 
perpetrators of violence against 
women.
Dr. Adel Al-shargabi, sociology profes­
sor at Sana'a University, explained the 
notion of culture and violence in 
Yemeni society at a time in which trib­
alism has the most dominant power 
over the cultural structure.
Concerning the role of the Ministry of 
Religious Endowments, he pointed out 
that the Ministry is the mouthpiece of 
unjustly treated women.
In his working paper, "Violence against 
Women in the Civil Society" Dr. Kaed 
Al-shargabi, a sociologist at Sana'a 
University, clearly pointed out that the 
real danger lies within the structure of 
the society itself, which carries a par­
ticular kind of fabricated awareness 
within the woman herself.
At the same time, the researcher, Rana 
Ahmad Ghanem, in her working paper, 
"Violence against Women in the 
Street," she clarified that the causes of 
this problem can be attributed to the 
absence of religious deterrence, the 
misunderstanding of religion, the 
viewing of degrading films and TV 
series, and the absence of deterrent 
laws.
In his working paper, "The Legislative 
Approach to Violence Against 
Women," the lawyer. Basem Asharji, 
demanded legal protection for women 
and the assurance of her freedom. He 
greatly stressed discarding all kinds of 
discrimination against women.
The forum came out of the following 
recommendations:
1- Informative and religious aspect: 
a- Urging the media to show interest 
concerning violence against women 
and demanding the media to change its 
informative message towards women, 
along with discarding all different 
kinds of discrimination which could 
humiliate or harm them directly.
b- Prompting religious leaders to call 
for respecting and protecting women's 
human rights everywhere.
c- Clarifying the religious attitude 
towards women.
d- Urging the Ministry of Religious 
Endowment to cooperate and perform 
its instructive role in putting an end to 
violence against women through TV 
programs, symposiums, and religious 
sermons.
2- Social aspect:
a- Cooperating with the official institu­
tions and organizations of the civil 
society to facilitate the performance of 
sociological, psychological and legal 
guidance for women who are exposed 
to violence.
b- Providing job opportunities and 
eliminating poverty, considering it as 
the main reason for violence in general 
and against women in particular.

3- Legal aspect:
a- Cooperating with official institu­
tions and the organizations of the civil 
society in order to activate the role of 
punitive institutions effectively with 
regard to violence against women.
b- Applying procedures to the national 
and international laws concerning all 
kinds of violence imposed against 
women.
c- Coordinating with the official insti­

tutions and organizations of the civil 
society repeal laws which support vio­
lence against women.
d- Motivating the government to 
adhere to international agreements and 
regulations without restraint.
e- Coordinating with the organizations 
of the civil society, urging it to reform 
the judicial system and to improve its 
institutional and legal mechanisms.
4- Educational and cultural aspect:

a- Urging educational institutions to 
introduce new mechanisms in an 
attempt to erase all kinds of violence 
from school textbooks.
b- Calling on political parties to per­
form their roles effectively by spread­
ing awareness among people and with­
in the parties.
c- Conducting comprehensive scientif­
ic research to reveal the negative 
aspects of violence against women.

Media and the
Public in Yemen

C
ommunications are indis­
pensable in social and 
psychological processes 
that are performed by 
man in everyday life. It is

the way of transmitting what is felt or 
perceived to others. Since time 
immemorial, man has done his best 
to improve means of communication 
and put them to use. He developed 
means of communication to address 
the public, taking a meaningful mes­
sage which must be carefully studied 
and revised before given to the pub­
lic. There are two kinds of communi­
cations: direct and indirect. Direct 
communication is between two per­
sons and face to face. Indirect com­
munication is through the media, 
such as TV and internet. In this 
respect, we have to concentrate on 
the population’s communication 
which is one of the important aspects 
in our life. In 1992, the General 
Secretariat of the National Council 
for Population established means to 
assess and execute population poli­
cies in order to make efforts to con­
duct strategies for the population. 
The National Program for Mother 
and Child Health & Family Planning 
was established with the aim of 
reducing the fertility rate, infant and 
early childhood mortality, and moth­
erhood mortality due to pregnancy 
and delivery.

Media and Population 
Communication in Yemen
In the early 1990s with the establish­
ment of the National Council for 
Population, special attention was 
given to population problems and 
their consequences on the national 
economy. An independent general 
department for media and education 
was established. This matter of great 
importance entails a cooperative 
effort. The plan is one of the con-

stituents of the population policies in 
Yemen and one of its executive 
mechanisms, because it deals with 
the lack of knowledge among the 
people in comparison with other 
Arab communities.
Thus, the National Program for 
Media and Population Policy has 
developed the the goal of disseminat­
ing information to the people in order 
to tackle problems in reproductive 
health and family planning in accor­
dance with Islam. This awareness 
policy takes several forms to educate 
the public about population policy: 
- Direct communication can be 
achieved through lectures, discus­
sions in mosques, camps, youth 
clubs, health centers and agricultural 
guidance centers.
- Written materials must illustrate the 
problem within the framework of the 
special programs in order to explain 
its dimensions.
- Radio is an important means to dis­
seminate short instructive items, such 
as in short performances and special 
programs.
- TV is also another effective means 
for hosting specialists and experts 
who have experience in population 
policies and have the capacity to 
implement these plans.
- Educational curriculum is of great 
importance. It develops the level of 
progress among the people.
It is clear that all the above-men­

tioned factors do not perform their 
roles effectively. They concentrate on 
specific occasions and specialized 
symposiums.
It is evident that the majority of the 
people in Yemen are illiterate; aware­
ness of this should be simple and eas­
ily grasped. Woman's role is also 
important in this respect. She can 
participate in creating awareness 
among people in villages and remote 
places.
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Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

D
evelopments and asso­
ciation of conse­
quences generated 
from the tragic inci­
dents that took place in 

New York and Washington on 
September 11, are still capturing 
headlines and commentaries pub­
lished in Yemeni local press. Though 
there are other issues of local con­
cern the domination is of the devel­
opments of what happened in 
America and the heated discussion 
on its outcomes and future of inter­
national relations in the event that 
the U.S and Europe have carried out 
their plans they have set for combat­
ing "terrorism” all over the world. 
Therefore we are going to allot a big­
ger space to articles and analyzes to 
the event of the hour, i.e. the world 
affairs resulting from the attacks 
inside the United States of America.

Al-Wahda weekly, 
3 October 2001

Columnist Mohammed Al-Zubaidi dis­
cusses in his article the meaning of ter­
rorism and its kinds. He argues that any 
action causing the death of a group of 
people is painful, immoral and terror­
ist. Building on this assumption he 
says therefore what befell the 
American people on Sept. 11 deserves 
to be mourned.
We have said before that the CIA and 
the American embassies have failed to 
give advice to their administration on 
reality of the U.S. image in the eyes of 
others in order that the latter would 
effect changes in its abhorred policies 
at the world level, not only at Arab and 
Islamic levels.
Even after the catastrophe in New York 
and Washington the U.S. political 
address continued to be more hard-line 
and tending towards being more horri­
fying. It seems that the media fanfare 
devoted to possible reaction has made 
the international community, especial­
ly the Arab and Islamic community 
forget about the kind of the American 
political address that has clearly 
unveiled the hidden stances of racism 
and crusade spirit, and that whoever is 
" not with us is necessarily with terror­
ism." There are many forms of military, 
security, economic, food, information 
and political terrorism and what 
America has been exposed to is only 
one of the forms of terrorism.

Al-Mithaq weekly, 
organ of the General 
People's Congress 
party, 1 Oct. 2001

The newspaper's editorial has this 
week been devoted to discuss the by­
elections of local councils scheduled to 
be held on 14 of this month. It is count­
ed on that these elections would be 
held in democratic atmospheres pro­
viding the citizens with an opportunity 
of choosing those whom they see as 
qualified and efficient for carrying out 
great tasks.
The truth is that the GPC has always 
proved its deep faith in the democratic 
experiment and worked for it for a long 
time. The party wages on masses of the 
Yemeni people's trust who have found 
in it their expectations as achieved and 
ambitions embodied into reality 
derived from its bright changes based 
on national constants.

RAY weekly, organ of 
Sons of Yemen League 
party 2 Oct. 2001.

The newspaper's editorial says that the 
world is heading with fearful rates 
towards a vertigo it has not experi­
enced before in terms of horror and full 
violation of human and civilized val­
ues that took centuries to build. The 
editorial pointed out that the beginning 
of that violation was when certain 
planes crashed into buildings in New 
York and Washington and claimed the 
lives of thousands of innocent people. 
The second violation is that when 
many have lost the language of science 
and logic when then pointed their fin­
gers of accusation to the Arabs and 
Muslims which consequently has 
changed the life of hundreds of thou­
sands into a hell because of the prac­
tices that breached all values and 
norms. The serial of violation of 
human values continues when the 
become of a country people become

dispersed in mountains and caves or as 
humiliated refugees.
The matter has not stopped at that but 
all freedoms have no longer as they 
are. Everything is now censored and 
monitored. Nowadays the ghost of 
death is looming over an unlimited 
number of areas in the world threat­
ened to be fields of unknown wars and 
al! probabilities are open.

Al-Jamaheer weekly, 
organ of the Arab 
Baath Socialist party, 
Syrian organization, 
Sept. 30 2001.

The newspaper's editor in chief has 
devoted his article to dealing with the 
first anniversary of the beginning of 
the Palestinian uprising. He says that 
the experiment of one year of struggle 
has disclosed failure of all attempts 
aimed at peace under the Zionist enti­
ty's stubbornness and clinging to its 
expansionist schemings and choosing 
the option of violence and terror as a 
policy for bringing the Palestinian peo­
ple to their knees.
The Palestinian masses are convinced 
of the failure of this slogan and the 
increase of their sticking to their 
national options represented by daily 
strife with all means to restore their 
usurped rights and form their inde­
pendent national government. There is 
also the clarity of the national target 
and comprehension of the reality of the 
Zionist-Palestinian conflict. This has 
created the unity on the ground for the 
national action. Added to those is the 
great faith reflected in the operations of 
martyrdom that have given struggle its 
meaning and continuation.

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 
organ of the Nasserite 
Popular Unionist 
Organization, 2 Oct. 
2001

Mr Mohammed Ahmed Al-Ar'ami has 
written an article saying it is shameful 
and humiliating for the Arab and 
Islamic nation that her rulers compete 
to declare their compliance with and 
acceptance of the American call to take 
part in an alliance aimed at waging a 
war on " terrorism". This call has come 
after the attacks on the American eco­
nomic and military strongholds on 11 
September. The attacks represented a 
catastrophe claimed lives of numerous 
innocent people and they embodied a 
criminal act condemned religiously 
and humanly, given the fact that target­
ing the innocent is an act of terror 
whether it has been in America, Iraq, 
Palestine, or Lebanon or Afghanistan. 
We have previously demanded from 
American governments and of the. 
West to confront terrorism burning 
with its fire Lebanon, Palestine, Sudan, 
Somalia and Afghanistan, but they 
have not responded to that call because 
those governments themselves were 
behind that terrorism. Only when terror 
has taken place in their very own place 
on September 11 that speedily rushed 
to call the whole world to combat it.
The article continues to mention that it 
is regrettable that accusation of terror 
is directed to Arab and Islamic coun­
tries in particular without mentioning 
Israel that continues killing children 
and the defenseless in Palestine using 
U.S.-made warplanes and rockets. 
Excessiveness of American declara­
tions reaches the extent of considering 
it a crusade war, as it has been 
announced by president Bush in person 
immediately after the attacks. What is 
more astonishing is that America 
declares a war against Afghanistan 
under pretext that Osama bin Laden, 
accused as responsible for the attacks, 
is in it. This is a measure contradicting 
the International Law and legitimacy 
especially that America does not pos­
sess any evidence against him, a 
behavior which is considered terror­
ism. America has found in the attacks a 
cover for implementing its attack on 
Afghanistan to topple the government 
of Taliban and install a government 
more loyal and subservient to it there.

Al-Ihya'a Al-Arabi 
weekly, organ of the 
Arab Baath Socialist 
Party, Iraqi organiza­
tion, 2 Oct. 2001.

Dr Bilqis al- Hadhrani has said in the 
newspaper's editorial that occupation 
forces along with American imperial­

ism and Zionism are betting on the use 
of violence and extreme brutality as a 
means and approach enabling them to 
impose the fait accompli and tame the 
Palestinians who are still standing up 
to tanks, artillery and warplanes of the 
Zionists with bare chests but full of 
faith and will and confidence in their 
sacred right.
The stupid betting on violence and 
arrogance against the defenseless sons 
of Palestine would not succeed in 
aborting the uprising that has entered 
its 2nd year and received this anniver­
sary with more martyrs and courageous 
resistance. This confirms that the 
Zionist usurpists have not learnt from 
the previous lessons the sons of 
Palestine have been teaching them 
since the Al-Qassam revolution in 
1936 up till now.

Al-Ayyam newspaper 
3 October 2001.

Columnist Fareed Barakat says in his 
article undoubtedly the tragic events 
that took place on 11 September repre­
sent a crime in terms of all legal, 
human and ethical criteria as they have 
caused thousands of innocent casual­
ties of various nationalities and differ­
ent ages.
The author maintains that a crime is 
legally individual not collective and 
does not condemn anyone but its per­
petrator and the terrorist organization 
he is affiliate of not the country to 
which he belongs. America in this case 
has to understand the causes and actu­
al motives hat help origination and 
spread of the phenomenon of terrorism 
in the world.
Americ has to call for an international 
conference discussing the causes, solu­
tions and results that can eradicate the 
phenomenon of terrorism from its 
roots and dry up its resources for good. 
We are with America in its ordeal and 
call for having just punishment against 
those who committed those acts of ter­
ror. And here at this crucial point there 
must be a sovereignty of reason and 
reconsideration by the world's sages 
and reasonable people of all internal 
and external policies of big powers in 
order to secure peaceful and harmo­
nious life in the world for all humanity.

ATTARIQ weekly 
2 Oct. 2001.

Mr Khalid Ali Taiman has said in an 
article that Arab information media 
seem to suffer from confusion in con­
fronting the feverish media campaign 
launched for the purpose of linking the 
phenomenon of terrorism and violence 
to Arabs, but it is only due to absence 
of an Arab information strategy that 
formulates a homogeneous informa­
tion address revealing facts and influ­
encing the world public opinion.
Arab information mechanism should 
have been reformulated in that of its 
orientations and changing its most of 
its non-positive stances towards Arab 
issues. That could be attained through 
a joint Arab information strategy of 
common vision to be worked out in a 
studied and programmed way. For it is 
hard for Arab information to be able to 
tackle Arab issues of destiny and clari­
fy dimensions of Arab-Israeli conflict 
with being equipped with an integrated 
Arab information strategy leading to 
formulation of harmonious informa­
tion address towards Western public 
opinion.

Al-Balagh weekly 
Oct. 2, 2001.

The newspaper's editorial stresses that 
it has become evident that the United 
States is bent on launching a war on all 
forms of Islam and would accept but 
the version of Islam that it has defined 
its features and laws. It is also clear 
that America wants to utilize the events 
of New York and Washington to 
impose its domination over the entire 
world and re-draw the international 
and political map in addition to over­
throwing some leaderships.
Arab and Islamic leaderships have 
therefore to be cautious in dealing with 
America during this crucial stage. Arab 
and Islamic leadership must realize 
that they are targeted in the first place 
and Arab and Islamic peoples are the 
targets of the American Zionist aggres­
sion.

Dear Editor,
I have been in the US for twenty-four 
years, and during my years here I have 
met a lot of wonderful people of Arab 
decent and who are Muslims. I have 
the highest respect for all Arabs in the 
world; I just feel some of them have a 
misunderstanding of their religion. 
Having studied religions of the world 
in college, I am a little confused. I 
studied the Koran and I know that it 
expresses that killing is not acceptable 
in any form, whether suicide, war, etc. 
But yet Osama Bin Laden discloses 
himself as a Muslim. I have many 
Muslim friends, and in my confusion I 
would never want to offend any of 
them. Please help and suggest any 
article that has been written and that 
could be translated into English to 
help me understand better this view 
that is held in many Muslim countries 
regarding the acceptance of these 
killings. I have read many articles 
from many newspapers in different 
countries of Africa translated in 
English and I still cannot find an 
answer. Please help, explain to me the 
true values of the Koran that can make 
sense of it all. I am just seeking 
knowledge and no offense is intended.

Mrs. Marilyn Drissate 
drissatemarilyn@netscape.net

Dear Mrs. Marilyn,
Islam is indeed a religion of peace and 
does not allow the killing of innocent 
people under any circumstances. 
However, I leave the research for you, 
and I am sure you will find the right 
people to refer to. I also hope that one 
of our readers would respond to your 
letter.

—Editor

Dear Editor and brothers in Islam, 
Why do we allow the western media to 
always point at all Muslims all over 
the world when something bad hap­
pens, no matter what it is? Why do we 
have to follow the western media in 
their expectations toward us with 
regard to what happened in NYC? 
Why do we have to find it normal to 
be asked questions about what hap­
pened in NYC being a Muslim?
The fact is that still no one knows who

really did "it" and whether or not this 
person was religious is quite irrele­
vant. Suppose this person was Jewish. 
Would they have stressed this fact? 
Suppose he was Christian. And even 
if he or they were Muslim, so what? 
That wouldn't imply that we're all the 
same as if Muslims are all the same all 
over the world. We are not all made 
the same as if we came out of a facto­
ry. And by the way, it's not because 
someone calls himself Muslim that 
this person is to be held representative 
of the entire Muslim population.
I'm not pointing at my Catholic neigh­
bor when Christian extremists murder 
innocent children in Northern Ireland, 
am I?

Muhammad Tariq Van den Broek 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands 

prsepro@wishmail.net

Dear Editor,
The media here in Canada (and the 
U.S.) has, since the attacks, empha­
sized that the Koran preaches toler­
ance and love, and that those who 
committed the WTC atrocities were no 
more representatives of Islam than 
were the men who attacked the US 
Federal building in Oklahoma repre­
sentatives of Christianity. We are all 
working here to prevent any backlash 
on the Muslim community.

Tom Hopkins 
tom_hopkins@sympatico.ca

Dear Editor,
I want to ask why do I continue to see 
the repeated distortions of reality on 
your story and commentary lines? Do 
you believe that the world's people 
will respond to renditions that are 
nearly insane in their distortions? How 
do you expect to stop the conflict, 
which is not based on western bar­
barism but eastern false pride? We all 
can see that Arabs living in the USA 
would not go back to live anywhere in 
the world, especially the women, 
unless they can go back as wealthy 
partners in the dictatorship class. 
There will be hope when the Muslim

people defend the rights of minorities 
to live freely in their countries as 
equals. Religion is your curse right 
now as it is for the west. Please don't 
underestimate the wrath of the 
American people that has been 
aroused by Arab self mockery and 
anti-Muslim behavior. The wheel was 
invented after fire and it appears to 
many people that the chant on your 
lips is stuck somewhere in between 
these events. Catch up please before 
we all go back there together.

Bruce French 
brucefr@aol.com

Dear Editor,
It is good that all have access to public 
forums in other cultures. I am an 
American. I am angry. But I would 
rather sit by the lake with you, and eat 
a good meal, enjoying the late after­
noon. Talk about our differences. 
Come to common ground. But not kill. 
Don't talk of 'negotiation.' What is 
that?
Either you buy or don't buy. You sell 
or you don't sell. But you can't get 
mad! Let sense be sense. There is no 
goal of terrorism, except death. Death 
has no glory, death has no lasting 
meaning. We all understand that God 
is in control. Let us stop arguing over 
what God is, and praise him for what 
and who He is! Make no mistake. If 
you invade my house, I will kill you 
rather than submit to you. You will do 
the same. That is understandable. It is 
natural. I ask you to consider what is 
spiritual. We have a great gift that WE 
ALL SHARE! Life, as given by God. 
Let us not waste it on ideological 
folly!
Live! Enjoy! Praise God! Die in time 
but not before! I write from my heart. 
I wish you well. Let us come to under­
standing. All are equal. God favors 
none.
God loves. God is Love! Respond in 
your own inclination. I challenge you 
in Love!

Terry Dennis 
wdennis@hotmail.com

Al-Hussain Schools Celebrate Intifada

Within the activities of 
al-Hussain Private 
Schools, a party was 

organized on September 10. 
2001, for supporting the 
Palestinian Intifada, which was 
attended by the Palestinian 
Ambassador and the Iraqi 
Ambassador to Yemen. Mr. Issa 
Abdulaziz Qasem, Principal of 
the School said that it is part of 
al-Hussian Schools' tradition to

mark the ongoing Intifada in the 
occupied lands. He further 
stressed the importance of hold­
ing such activities for supporting 
our brothers in Palestine. “The 
Palestinian children start the 
new school year with gunfires 
and even the newly-born chil­
dren have been victimized by the 
Israeli occupation forces,” Mr. 
Issa added. Similarly, His 
Excellency Yahya Rabah. the 

Palestinian 
Ambassador to 
Yemen noted that 
it’s a good coinci­
dence to mark the 
39th anniversary of 
26th September 
Revolution and to 
celebrate the sec­
ond year of 
Intifada, and fur-

ther commented 
the stance of 
President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh 
in supporting the 
Palestinian 
Intifada. "The uprising against 
the Zionist occupiers is entering 
its second year and ‘in sha’a 
Allah’ it will be the year of lib­
erating the occupied lands,” Mr. 
Yahya Rabah added.
Students' words called on all 
segments of the society to stand 
by the Palestinian people and 
highlighted their bravery stands 
in resisting the Israeli terrorism 
Also, the students of the school 
recited many poems and per­
formed many plays depicting the 
suffering of the children in the 
occupied lauds.Issa Abdulaziz Casern, 

Principal of the 
Al-Hussain school

Yahya Rabah. 
Palestinian 
Ambassador

Hamdi Al-Arabi, 
Deputy Principal of 
the school

mailto:tom_hopkins@sympatico.ca
mailto:wdennis@hotmail.com
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Dear Editor,
I read with great interest your editori­
al "Enough is Enough," regarding the 
brutal murder of a Canadian named 
Tariq Farooq Aman identified as a 
Yemeni. I was curious to find out 
more about this murder so I went to 
the Toronto Star newspaper. I 
searched the newspaper archives over 
the past several weeks and found no 
reference whatsoever to Mr. Aman or 
the murder of anyone of Middle 
Eastern descent in Canada. Are you 
able to provide me additional infor­
mation about this alleged incident?

Edward Faircloth 
Miami, Florida - USA

Dear Edward,
The story is available in the front page 
of that particular issue, see 
http://yementimes.com/01/iss40/front 
.htm. Thank you for following up with 
news from Yemen through our news­
paper. —Editor

Canadian Expresses Sympathy to T. 
Aman
Regarding the brutal murder of Tariq 
Farooq Aman in Ottawa, Canada, I am 
an English Canadian who lives and 
works in Ottawa. I would like to say 
that most of the population of Ottawa 
and Canada are ashamed and horrified 
at this murder. Most Canadians will 
share my opinion, and we do not dis­
tinguish people on the basis of their 
country of origin, race or beliefs. In 
particular, we do not have ill feelings 
towards those from Yemen or Arab 
countries in general, and in fact have 
great admiration for their great history 
and culture.
I am confident that the Ottawa police 
will find the murderer or murderers 
and the full weight of the law will be 
applied.
To his family in Yemen, on behalf of 
all the people I know here in Canada, 
and oh behalf of all Canadians, I 
would like to extend my condolences 
and assure them that Canadians do not 
tolerate such acts. Again, my deepest 
sympathy for him and his family.

Leo Foss 
Ottawa, Canada 

leofoss@home.com

Dear Editor,
I would like for you all to know that I 
for one know of many Jews who died 
in the attack on September 11th. Why 
is it that many Muslims (including 
Osama bin Laden's brothers) live here 
in the United States of America, yet 
very few Americans live in your 
Islamic counties? I believe you hate 
the US because they are a country that 
has succeeded more than any other 
country in history. Are you jealous? I 
am a Canadian Citizen and I for one 
think it is time to stick up for the 
Americans as the most generous and 
possibly the least appreciated people 
on earth. Germany, Japan, and Italy 
were lifted out of the debris of war by 
the Americans who poured in billions 
of dollars and had forgiven billions of 
dollars of debt. None of those coun­
tries are even paying the interest on 
those debts. When earthquakes hit dis­
tant cities, it is the U.S that hurries to 
their aid. The Marshall Plan and the 
Truman Policy pumped billions of 
dollars into discouraged counties 
without even a thank-you in return. I'd 
like to see just one of these countries 
that is gloating over American tragedy 
build its own airplane. Does any other 
country in the world have a plane even 
comparable to the Boeing Jumbo Jet, 
the Lockheed Tri-Star, or the Douglas 
DC-10? Why do all the International 
lines, except Russia, fly American air­
planes? When the railways of France, 
Germany and India were breaking 
down from age, it was the Americans 
who rebuilt them. Our neighbors, the 
Americans have faced all their trou­
bles alone, and I'm one Canadian who 
is damned tired of hearing them get 
kicked around. They will come out of 
this tragedy with their flag high. And 
when they do, they are entitled to 
thumb their noses at the lands that are 
gloating over their present trouble. 
Stand proud America!
America has been blessed by Jesus 
Christ for their following of him. 
America is the most powerful super­
power in the world ever. And it is 
because the Lord has put his hand on 
the country and therefore has pros­

pered.
Please learn what is right and publish 
the truth? Stop blaming the Jews for 
everything bad that happens around 
the world. May God bless you and 
your nation.

AMO .A 
amo21@altavista.com

Dear Editor,
We have not heard here in the US of a 
Yemeni being killed by hate crime. 
Yet, a Pakistani arid an Indian Sikh 
and several others were killed.
There are Yemenis killed from time to 
time as a result of regular crimes, 
especially those who work in grocery 
and liquor stores. Many Yemeni 
immigrants work in such stores 
owned by Yemenis. Some come from 
Canada and work illegally in stores in 
very dangerous arid bad areas of 
towns. It is a common thing in 
America to hear about liquor stores 
and gas station clerks being attacked 
and killed by robbers. To blame such 
killing on hatred is stretching the fact 
too much. I know of Several friends of 
mine and some college-educated peo­
ple working as pizza delivery boys 
and taxi cab drivers who were robbed 
arid some killed during robbery. This 
is unfortunately a fact of life in the big 
cities of USA and especially New 
York.
Many people, including some 
Yemenis living in Canada, travel to 
New York and work illegally in stores 
that are located in dangerous neigh­
borhoods. They work long hours, i.e., 
80 to 100 hours a week, which is 
around 10 to 16 hours a day. Virtually 
living in the stores they work seven 
days a week for certain periods of 
time to collect the money they earn 
and return to Canada. I am sorry to 
say that, but that is a fact of life. 
People who choose to do this have to 
accept the consequences. I am not 
condoning such things but we have to 
work hard to educate our people and 
have them be aware of their rights. 
They reed to take precautions.

Hussain Ali 
zera24_yacob @yahoo.com

Dear Editor,
I read your "View Point" in your paper 
today which I found very sincere. I 
am an Italian-American living in the 
State of Pennsylvania in America. 
Please be assured that everything is 
being done in America to dispel and 
punish anyone who harasses or 
attacks anyone of Middle-Eastern 
descent. Prior to the horror of 
September 11th, I believe that most, if 
not all Arabs lived in our country just 
like any other nationality - peaceful, 
comfortable, Supported and content. I 
believe that since this has happened to 
our country, Americans have had their 
eyes opened and their hearts crushed 
to something we never even believed 
was possible -someone killing us on 
behalf of "God." Americans were not 
killed on behalf of Allah. They were 
only killed out of a terminal disease 
called "hate" and self-righteousness. I 
won't deny that there is suspicion and 
fear amongst us when we see a person 
of Middle-Eastern descent in our air­
ports, at our train stations, and in our 
everyday lives. We are scared 
because we have never hurt you, we 
have never dishonored you, and we 
have never disrespected you. Seven 
million Arabs have chosen to live in 
my country because America provides 
opportunity to anyone of any race. 
America is also a very kind, gentle 
and compassionate place to live. I 
wished that this never happened. I 
wish that we could all honor God the 
way that we each choose - no right, no 
wrong, no judgement, no criticism - 
just the celebration of God. I hope 
that your country finds it in your heart 
to support the fight against hate and 
terrorism, which is not a fight against 
Arabs. God put all of us on this Earth 
to live, love and help one another. 
Finally, my viewpoint on another 
issue in which I have been very vocal 
about over the years is that Israel 
should have given back the 
Palestinians their land a very, very, 
very long time ago. I pray for a peace­
ful resolution, and that the Jews final­
ly accept that the Palestinians need 
their land (which they stole) to call 
their own. Please do not believe that 
all or even most Americans agree with 

the Jews and their selfish quest. God 
bless you, your country and all of the 
children of Yemen. Lorrie Celotto

Dancinlor@aol. com

Dear Editor,
My first thought when I heard about 
Tareq Aman's murder, I too thought he 
may have been killed by some igno­
rant young hoodlums because of his 
faith. It looks as though this was not 
the reason. I am a fifth generation 
Canadian. My country and its people 
pride themselves as being a tolerant, 
unracist place for people to live. 
Although racism does exist every­
where, Canadians as a whole are hot 
facist. Canada is a liberal multicultur­
al society built on immigration, immi­
grants from everywhere and every 
faith. Please do not judge us all from 
the actions of some brutal idiots.
I pray Tareq’s family can find me 
strength to go on, to forgive. The men 
who did this will be brought to justice. 
Two of the three are already under 
attest for murder!
I read your editorial about the young 
man killed in Ottawa this weekend. I 
think you have the story wrong. This 
was not (I hope) it racially motivated 
murder.

Tom Bowie 
tbowie0136@home.com

Dear Editor,
I read Mr. Al-Mujahid's article in the 1 
October edition of the Yemen Times 
titled “Who Did It?” with both amuse­
ment, as an American, and distress as 
a Yemeni.
I was surprised that such an article 
would actually be published by such a 
reputable newspaper as the Yemen 
Times. So many theories but Zero evi­
dence to back it up. I would like to 
point out the following issues to 
Mohammed:
1) I do not think that America jumped 
to conclusions about the attackers. 
The first things the Americans did was 
run the passenger manifest through 
the FBI, CIA and NSA computers and 
cross referenced them to known crim­
inals. Then followed every lead. 2) 
The Administrations came out and 
stated that me public and the media 
should not jump to conclusions as was 
the case in the Oklahoma bombing.

My questions to you both are:
1) What was his source that no Jews 
were in the building? The question I 
ask you both is, "Would Israel really 
endanger their special relationship 
with the US by keeping quiet if they 
knew about the attack?”
2)I am distressed by the killing of 
Muslims in the West after the attacks 
in New York and DC, but in the article 
readers get the impression that mass 
arson and murder is taking place. 
Why was there no reference to the 
numerous speeches by me US admin­
istration regarding the attacks on 
Muslims? Nor the fact that ANY 
racially motivated attacks on Muslims 
is now considered a federal crime, and 
not a state crime, which carry a lesser 
penalty. It has been three weeks since 
me attacks and riot one retaliatory 
strike has occurred. I often wonder 
what would happen if American ter­
rorists killed 6,000 Muslims. I won­
der if we will ever see the day when a 
Yemeni politician would ever enter a 
Church to assure Westerners that kid­
nappings by terrorizing tribesmen 
would cease?
As for his rambling regarding 
Zionism, well I think mat's all it is - 
just a load of useless RAMBLING. 
I'm sUre that a lot of your readers are 
Westerners which, if true, is really 
embarrassing because it makes Us ail 
look like shallow conspiracy theorists, 
Constantly paranoid about a Zionist 
plot, which in effect is only in our 
heads.
Maybe Mohammed should write 
about more useful issues such as me 
difference between Jewish and Arab 
financial contributions to Western 
political parties. Or maybe he should 
just stick with writing about local 
issues such as Yemen's constant power 
outages, slow internet service, 
extremely poor educational system, 
bad infrastructure, slow services, and 
poor phone line quality - things that 
would actually make a difference and 
not on issues that distract from 
improving our country.

Gameel S.
London, UK 

gameel65@ydhoo.co.uk

U.S. Designates 26 Terrorist 
Organizations

WASHINGTON—The U.S. State 
Department on Friday released a list of 
26 designated foreign terrorist organiza­
tions, including the al Qaeda network 
headed by Osama bin Laden.
Other terrorist groups that the United 
States says are linked to bin Laden and 
also remained on the list are the Islamic 
Movement of Uzbekistan and the 
Egyptian Islamic Jihad.
Several Middle East organizations that 
the United States believes as terrorist 
groups remain on the list, including 
Hezbollah, Hamas and the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine.
The Stated Department dropped the 
Japanese Red Army and Peru's Tupac 
Amaru Revolutionary Movement from 
its list of designated foreign terrorist 
organizations.
Although U.S. officials say the newly 
released list remains virtually 
unchanged since the last one issued in 
1999, the two groups were dropped 
because they have not committed any 
terrorist acts since their designation was 
last renewed.
The list must be compiled by the State 
Department every two years. By U.S. 
law, Americans are not allowed to sup­
port any designated terrorist organiza­
tions and all U.S. financial institutions 
are required to freeze the groups' assets.

—Xinhua

Islam Always Against 
Terrorism: Indonesian Veep 

JAKARTA—Indonesian Vice President 
Hamzah Haz Saturday said that Islam 
had always been against violence and 
terrorism.
"I hope that you can show (the public) 
that Islam is neither a 'destroyer' nor a 
terrorist, but a creator of peace," he said. 
In an address at a graduation ceremony 
of the Koran Institute in Jakarta, the vice 
president said that the government ban 
on its citizens' involvement in a possible 
war between the United States and 
Afghanistan should be seen as a move to 
protect its citizens.
The Indonesian government Thursday 
issued a ban preventing Indonesians 
from going to Afghanistan to fight 
against the U.S.
Several Muslim organizations here 
vowed to declare a jihad (holy war) 
against the U.S. if Afghanistan was 
attacked.
Hundreds of Indonesians have signed up 
to be sent to Afghanistan, which the 
U.S. has threatened to attack if it refus­
es to surrender Osama bin Laden, the 
prime suspect in the September 11 
attacks on the World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon in the U.S.
The vice president declined to comment 
on whether the government ban was an 
indication that it was siding with the 
U.S. He however reiterated that the gov­
ernment had a duty to protect its people. 
The vice president denied reports saying 
that the government had revoked the 
passports of people planning to go to 
Afghanistan.

—Xinhua

Lufthansa Cargo 
Imposes Security

Surcharges 
Starting October 

8th
Surcharges required to cover 

additional costs in the wake of 
terrorists attacks

The terrorist attacks in the United 
States have severely shaken the 
airline industry. In the wake Of these 
tragic events, Lufthansa Cargo has 
incurred considerable costs, making 
it impossible for the company to 
operate with a profit. The logistics 
company in the Lufthansa Group has 
therefore been compelled to impose 
a security surcharge of 0.15 per 
kilogram of actual weight. The move 
follows the withdrawal of Lufthansa 
Cargo’s war-risk insurance by its 
insurance companies in the 
immediate aftermath of the terror 
attacks. The freight airline has 
incurred high additional costs, and 
further increases in insurance 
premiums are expected. The 
implementation of stricter security 
requirements, such as extra security 
checks, has also pushed up costs. In 
view of the uncertain political 
situation, Lufthansa Cargo has been 
forced to adjust its flight schedule 
and to change several routes, 
placing further pressure on the 
financial situation of the German 
freight carrier.
The security charge imposed from 
October 8th will only cover those 
additional costs incurred by 
Lufthansa that to date, have been 
identified. Should the political 
situation escalate, this charge may 
have to be adjusted.

Amir of Qatar Meets with 
Leaders of American Muslim and 

Arab-American Organizations
(OIC, Washington DC ) - His Highness 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifah Al Thani, 
Amir of Qatar and the current presi­
dent of the Organization of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) met with the leaders 
of American Muslim and Arab- 
American organizations on Wednesday 
in Washington D.C.
His Highness gave his condolences to 
the American people along with the 
American Muslim community and 
expressed his condemnation of the ter­
rorist attacks on the U.S. He also 
addressed the representatives, com­
mending them for their work and 
emphasized the need for their 
increased communication with the 
Muslim world.
At this time of global crisis, His 
Highness stressed the importance of a 
worldwide effort in the fight against 
terrorism. He also stated his support 
for the work of American Muslim and 
Arab-American communities. He told

the Muslim leaders that their organiza­
tions’ work is vital in order to address 
the concerns of the American Muslim 
community and maintain their effec­
tive role in the American society.
"The meeting was cordial and open. 
We expressed our appreciation for His 
Highness’ interest and support in our 
work,” said Aly Abuzaakouk, execu­
tive director of AMC.

Sultan Qaboos of Oman Gives 
Audience to Rumsfeld

SEIH AL TAIBIT — His Majesty 
Sultan Qaboos bin Said gave an audi­
ence at the royal camp here on 
Thursday to Donald Rumsfeld, 
American defense secretary who 
arrived here on Thursday on a tour of 
the region. During the meeting, aspects 
of existing cooperation between the 
two friendly countries were reviewed 
besides developments on the world 
arena. The meeting was attended by 
Sayyid Badr bin Hareb, minister 
responsible for defense affairs, charge 
d’affaires at the US embassy here and 
the delegation accompanying the 
guest.
Earlier on arrival, Rumsfeld was 
received at Seeb airbase by Lt-General 
Khamis bin Humaid bin Salim Al 
Kalbani, chief of staff of the Sultan 
Armed Forces (SAF), senior SAF offi­
cials, the charge d’affaires at the US 
embassy here and the American mili­
tary attache. The US guest left the 
country on Thursday afternoon. He 
was seen off by Major-General Khamis 
bin Humaid Al Kalbani. Among other

dignitaries who saw him off were 
Brigadier Yousuf bin Khalfan Al 
Busaidi, president of the military pro­
tocol at the SAF command, Brigadier 
Saif bin Suliman Al Maani, general 
director of equipment and housing at 
RAO, director-general of operations at 
the RAFO, commander of Said bin 
Sultan Naval Base, commander of Al 
Seeb Air Base, the charge d'affaires of 
the US embassy to the Sultanate and 
the US military attache. —ONA

Stand on Terrorism: Saudi FM
KUWAIT CITY—Saudi Arabia's 
Foreign Minister Saud Al-Faisal said 
on Saturday that Islamic countries will 
adopt a unified stand against terrorism 
in coming extraordinary session of the 
Organization of Islamic Conference 
(OIC), Kuwait's KUNA news agency 
reported.
In a statement issued in the Saudi cap­
ital Riyadh, Al-Faisal said that OIC 
member states will discuss the after­
math of the September 11 terror attacks 
in the United States and adopt a Unified 
stand on terrorism during the meeting 
to be held in the Qatari capital Doha on 
October 10.
The Saudi minister, who will lead a 
Saudi delegation to Doha, called for 
uprooting terrorism, saying that "ter­
rorism is against Muslims in the first 
place, because our countries have suf­
fered from it." 

The extraordinary session comes as the 
U.S. is beefing up preparations for its 
proposed strike against Muslim 
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban regime, 
which is accused of harboring Saudi- 
born millionaire Osama bin Laden, the 
prime suspect of the attacks in the 
U.S-
Earlier, OIC Secretary-General 
Abdulwahid Belkziz said that the 
meeting will reaffirm the stand on ter­
rorism adopted by members states 
many years ago, adding that the organ­
ization will support the international 
efforts to fight all forms of terrorism.

The 57-member OIC, an umbrella 
organization which represents 1.2 bil­
lion Muslims in the world, has con­
demned the attacks, which left thou­
sands of people dead, as "anathema to 
all human conventions and values."

—Xinhua
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One Year on Bicycle from
Germany to Yemen

B
arbara Vetter and 
Vincent Heiland are two 
German cyclists. They 
are students of biogra­

phy and biology. At this moment, 
they are preparing slide show pic­
tures for Germany.
They started their journey on their 
two bicycles beginning from their 
homeland Jena, a city in Germany, 
and passed through different cities. 
The main idea of their bicycle jour­
ney was to use their own power and 
their curiosity to visit Yemen with­
out using any public transportation.
The journey took 380 days and it was 
14,000 km. Up to this moment, they 
have visited 14 countries, including 
Yemen. But the slow movement of their 

bicycles gave them the opportunity not 
only for enjoyment, but also to experi­
ence different cultures, to see land­
scapes, attractive scenes and traditions 
of nations, and to experience different 
climates.
They wanted to know the real distance 
between Europe and Yemen. They faced 
difficulties in Saudi Arabia; they could 
not get a visa there.
They reached Yemen after six months of 
cycling. The journey in Yemen took 
them two and a half months. They visit­
ed different parts of the country such as 
Al-Mukalla, Sayoun and Sana'a, and 
then cycled the way back, which took 
them another four months. Yemen is 
among their favorite countries.

They told YT, "We read a lot about this 
country. Although it has a poor econo­
my, it is historically, naturally, and cul­
turally endowed with everything fasci­
nating. We are trying to establish a rela­
tionship between Yemen and Germany.” 
“It is so important to build up a good 
friendship between these two countries. 
We plan to visit this country again and 
make a tour. We like it very much. Here 
in Yemen we cycle all the time and in 
Germany we cycle all the time.” 
“We plan to have some German cyclists, 
not professionals, but normal cyclists to 
cycle here in Yemen," they said to YT. 
Concerning false news which was circu­
lating about Yemen and Yemenis, they 
said that Yemeni people are kind, friend­
ly, and generous.
“It is true that the European countries get 
a false impression of Yemen, but through 
the YT, I advised them to come to Yemen 
and enjoy its natural beauty and its land­
scapes. It is a peaceful country," they 
added.
Back in Germany, they produced a slide 
show about Yemen, its culture, people, 
and architecture from their journey.

By Abdu Muqbil Al-Sabri
Yemen Times
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THE EVIDENCE
The so-far available evidence against 
Osama bin Laden and his Al-Qaeda net­
work has been revealed on Thursday by 
British Prime Minister, Tony Blair. Yemen 
Times light publishes the whole text of the 
evidence as it is (in a series), with no 
comments whatsoever, and let the read­
ers decide whether the evidence is truly 
sufficient for the eminent attacks to start 
soon.

The Evidence Against Bin Laden 
PART I

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE TERROR­
IST ATROCITIES IN THE UNITED

STATES, 11 SEP. 2001

INTRODUCTION

1. The clear conclusions reached by

the government are:
- Osama bin Laden and al-Qaida, the ter­
rorist network which he heads, planned 
and carried out the atrocities on 11 
September 2001;
- Osama bin Laden and al-Qaida retain 
the will and resources to carry out further 
atrocities;
- the United Kingdom, and United 
Kingdom nationals are potential targets; 
and
- Osama bin Laden and al-Qaida were 
able to commit these atrocities because of 
their close alliance with the Taliban 
regime, which allowed them to operate 
with impunity in pursuing their terrorist 
activity.
2. The material in respect of 1998 and the 
USS Cole comes from indictments and 
intelligence sources. The material in 
respect of 11 September comes from 
intelligence and the criminal investigation 
to date. The details of some aspects can­
not be given, but the facts are clear from 
the intelligence.
3. The document does not contain the 
totality of the material known to Her 
Majesty's Government, given the continu­
ing and absolute need to protect intelli­
gence sources.

SUMMARY

4. The relevant facts show:

Background
Al-Qaida is a terrorist organization with 
ties to a global network, which has been in 
existence for over 10 years. It was found­
ed, and has been led at all times, by 
Osama bin Laden.
Osama bin Laden and al-Qaida have 
been engaged in a jihad against the 
United States, and its allies. One of their 
stated aims is the murder of U.S. citizens, 
and attacks on America's allies.
Osama bin Laden and al-Qaida have 
been based in Afghanistan since 1996, 
but have a network of operations through­
out the world. The network includes train­
ing camps, warehouses, communication 
facilities and commercial operations able 
to raise significant sums of money to sup­
port its activity. That activity includes sub­
stantial exploitation of the illegal drugs 
trade from Afghanistan.
Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida and the 
Taliban regime have a close and mutually 
dependent alliance Osama bin Laden 
and al-Qaida provide the Taliban regime 
with material, financial and military sup­
port. They jointly exploit the drugs trade. 
The Taliban regime allows bin Laden to 
operate his terrorist training camps and 
activities from Afghanistan, protects him 
from attacks from outside, and protects 
the drugs stockpiles. Osama bin Laden 
could not operate his terrorist activities 
without the alliance and support of the 
Taliban regime. The Taliban’s strength 
would be seriously weakened without 
Osama bin Laden’s military and financial 
support.

Osama bin Laden and al-Qaida have the 
capability to execute major terrorist 
attacks.
Osama bin Laden has claimed credit for 
the attack on U.S. soldiers in Somalia in 
October 1993, which killed 18; for the 
attack on the U.S. Embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania in August 1998 which killed 
224 and injured nearly 5,000; and were 
linked to the attack on the USS Cole on 12 
October 2000, in which 17 crew members 
were killed and 40 others injured.
They have sought to acquire nuclear and 
chemical materials for use as terrorist 
weapons.

In relation to the terrorist attacks on 11 
September
5. After 11 September we learned that, not 
long before, bin Laden had indicated he 
was about to launch a major attack on 
America. The detailed planning for the ter­
rorist attacks of 11 September was carried 
out by one of Osama bin Laden's close 
associates. Of the 19 hijackers involved in 
11 September 2001, it has already been 
established that at least three had links 
with al-Qaida. The attacks on 11 
September 2001 were similar in both their 
ambition and intended impact to previous 
attacks undertaken by Osama bin Laden 
and al-Qaida, and also had features in 
common. In particular:

Suicide attackers
1 .Coordinated attacks on the same day

2 .The aim to cause maximum American 
casualties
3 Total disregard for other casualties, 
including Muslim

Meticulous long-term planning 
Absence of warning.
6. Al-Qaida retains the capability and the 
will to make further attacks on the U.S. 
and its allies, including the United 
Kingdom.
7. Al-Qaida gives no warning of terrorist 
attack.

THE FACTS

Osama bin Laden and al-Qaida
8. In 1989 Osama bin Laden, and others, 
founded an international terrorist group 
known as “al-Qaida” (the Base). At all 
times he has been the leader of al-Qaida.
9. From 1989 until 1991 Osama bin Laden 
was based in Afghanistan and Peshawar, 
Pakistan. In 1991 he moved to Sudan, 
where he stayed until 1996. In that year 
he returned to Afghanistan, where he 
remains.

The Taliban Regime
10. The Taliban emerged from the Afghan 
refugee camps in Pakistan in the early 
1990s. By 1996 they had captured Kabul. 
They are still engaged in a bloody civil war 
to control the whole of Afghanistan. They 
are led by Mullah Omar.
11. In 1996 Osama Bin Laden moved

back to Afghanistan. He established a 
close relationship with Mullah Omar, and 
threw his support behind the Taleban. 
Osama Bin Laden and the Taleban regime 
have a close alliance on which both 
depend for their continued existence. 
They also share the same religious values 
and vision.
12. Osama bin Laden has provided the 
Taliban regime with troops, arms and 
money to fight the Northern Alliance. He is 
closely involved with Taliban military train­
ing, planning and operations. He has rep­
resentatives in the Taliban military com­
mand structure. He has also given infra­
structure assistance and humanitarian 
aid. Forces under the control of Osama 
bin Laden have fought alongside the 
Taliban in the civil war in Afghanistan.
13. Omar has provided bin Laden with a 
safe haven in which to operate, and has 
allowed him to establish terrorist training 
camps in Afghanistan. They jointly exploit 
the Afghan drugs trade. In return for active 
al-Qaida support, the Taliban allow al- 
Qaida to operate freely, including plan­
ning, training and preparing for terrorist 
activity. In addition the Taliban provide 
security for the stockpiles of drugs.
14. Since 1996, when the Taliban cap­
tured Kabul, the United States govern­
ment has consistently raised with them a 
whole range of issues, including humani­
tarian aid and terrorism. Well before 11 
September 2001 they had provided evi­
dence to the Taliban of the responsibility 
of al-Qaida for the terrorist attacks in East 
Africa. This evidence had been provided 
to senior leaders of the Taliban at their 
request.
15. The United States government had 
made it clear to the Taliban regime that al- 
Qaida had murdered US citizens, and 
planned to murder more. The US offered 
to work with the Taliban to expel the ter­
rorists from Afghanistan. These talks, 
which have been continuing since 1996, 
have failed to produce any results.
16. In June 2001, in the face of mounting 
evidence of the al-Qaida threat, the 
United States warned the Taliban that it 
had the right to defend itself and that it 
would hold the regime responsible for 
attacks against U.S. citizens by terrorists 
sheltered in Afghanistan.
17. In this, the United States had the sup­
port of the United Nations. The Security 
Council, in Resolution 1267, condemned 
Osama bin Laden for sponsoring interna­
tional terrorism and operating a network of 
terrorist camps, and demanded that the

Taliban surrender Osama bin Laden with­
out further delay so that he could be 
brought to justice.
18. Despite the evidence provided by the 
U.S. of the responsibility of Osama bin 
Laden and al-Qaida for the 1998 East 
Africa bombings, despite the accurately 
perceived threats of further atrocities, and 
despite the demands of the United 
Nations, the Taliban regime responded by 
saying no evidence existed against 
Osama bin Laden, and that neither he nor 
his network would be expelled.
19. A former Government official in 
Afghanistan has described the Taliban 
and Osama bin Laden as "two sides of the 
same coin: Osama cannot exist in 
Afghanistan without the Taliban and the 
Taliban cannot exist without Osama.”

Al-Qaida
20. Al-Qaida is dedicated to opposing ‘un- 
Islamic’ governments in Muslim countries 
with force and violence.
21. Al-Qaida virulently opposes the United 
States. Osama bin Laden has urged and 
incited his followers to kill American citi­
zens, in the most unequivocal terms.
22. On 12 October 1996 he issued a dec­
laration of jihad as follows:
“The people of Islam have suffered from 
aggression, iniquity and injustice imposed 
by the Zionist-Crusader alliance and their 
collaborators...
It is the duty now on every tribe in the 
Arabian peninsula to fight jihad and 
cleanse the land from these Crusader 
occupiers. Their wealth is booty to those 
who kill them.
My Muslim brothers: your brothers in 
Palestine and in the land of the two Holy 
Places (i.e. Saudi Arabia) are calling upon 
your help and asking you to take part in 
fighting against the enemy the Americans 
and the Israelis. They are asking you to do 
whatever you can to expel the enemies 
out of the sanctities of Islam.”
Later in the same year he said that
“terrorizing the American occupiers (of 
Islamic Holy Places) is a religious and log­
ical obligation.”
In February 1998 he issued and signed a 
‘fatwa’ which included a decree to all 
Muslims: "...the killing of Americans and 
their civilian and military allies is a reli­
gious duty for each and every Muslim to 
be carried out in whichever country they 
are until Al Aqsa mosque has been liber­
ated from their grasp and until their armies 
have left Muslim lands.”

“The Evidence” continues next week

Ex-Spice Girl Geri in Oman
Prominent British singer Geri Halliwell, 
who is also a former Spice Girl (Gigner 
Spice) gave a concert show on Saturday 
to the thousands of British troops cur­
rently in Oman for maneuvers with the 
Omani military. The arena was built in 
the desert to accommodate 8,000 troops 
from the UK who also watched the 
Britian-Greece match live on large sil­
ver screens.
The entertainers will follow up

Saturday’s show with a performance on 
Oct. 9 at another camp in Oman in front 
of an audience of approximately 8,000 
marines and soldiers. It was not clear 
whether the super star will also be mak­
ing any other appearances in the region 
or even in Oman.
This comes in a time tensions have 
been building in Oman as troops await 
word on whether they will be called to 
participate in any U.S. military action 
in response to the attacks in New York 
and Washington on September 11, 
especially that the NATO has agreed to 
join the US military in the coming 
attack.

NOW THAT IS BIZARRE!
A weekly column for bizarre stories and news

Man Pays $67,000 For Shave
BEIRUT, Lebanon - Sami Shour may have been looking to get a free shave when 
he traded a half share of his $3.30 lottery ticket to his barber, but when the ticket 
won $134,000 Shour was as good as his word. The construction worker and his 
barber, Abu Fares Tafla, split the prize money for $67,000 each.

Burning Out The Devil in Connecticut
STAMFORD, Connecticut - This sounds like a scene from Stephen King’s next 
horror flick. Lucson Aladdin, 32, allegedly burnt a teddy bear because he believed 
it was possessed. Aladdin told police he burned the plush toy in his back yard as 
part of a voodoo ritual to rid it of its evil spirit. Firefighters had responded to a 
report of a brush fire at Aladdin’s house and found the teddy bear burning in the 
back yard. Aladdin was charged with reckless burning.

Passing a High Note Leaves Con Artist Singing the Blues
HARRISBURG, Pennsylvania - Maybe if this con artist used Monopoly money, 
this teller may have been a little quicker to notice that the bill was fake. Dorothy 
Marie Livingston, 24, allegedly used a phony $1 million note to start an account 
at the First National Bank of Newport. The teller accepted it, apparently not see­
ing anything strange about the transaction. The fake $1 million bill is about 10 
times the value of the largest bill ever printed by the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing, and 10,000 times the value of the largest bill still being printed today, 
according to the Treasury Department. Police say Livingston later withdrew some 
of the money and transferred it to her husband’s account. She is now been charged 
with 16 counts of theft by deception and was being held on $25,000 bail.

Life Lessons 101: Don’t Forget the Gameboy
LONDON, England - Carol Dukes helped her son pack for his school trip to the 
isolated island Iona to learn how to live without modern amenities. So which item 
was the most important on her list for him? His Gameboy. But, she forgot to 
include the electronic toy in his bags and ended up traveling 900 miles to get it to 
him in time. She spent $220 on planes and taxis and finally caught up with her son 
near Glasgow, Scotland. The relieved mom said, “If you decide to do something, 
you do it and worry about the money later, but I think everyone was quite surprised 
to see me.” She later admitted her son seemed a little embarrassed by her sur­
prised, hurried trip in front of all his friends.

Robbers Steal Empty Cash Box
SOUTH AFRICA - A would-be group of robbers tried to hold up a security van, 
but escaped with nothing but an empty cash box. After they ambushed the van, 
they tried breaking in with everything possible from picks and hammers to crow­
bars. Though there were three cash boxes, they chose the only empty one.
Pretoria police indicate that the robbers had crashed into a Fidelity Guard van and 
another car stopped behind it to enclose it in. The estimated 15 robbers were able 
to flea the scene, and the lone empty box was found nearby.

Photo of the Week

Wouldn’t you want to know what happened next?
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Internet Advertising: Reality & Potential
Raidan Al-Saqqaf 
University of Banglore, 
India

W
hile the Internet has 
been heralded as a 
perfect medium for 
direct marketers, lit­
tle attention has 

been given to the branding impact that 
can be achieved through Internet adver­
tising.
But now in the new millennium, the 
Internet has changed the way people 
think, and has become among the most 
powerful media tools for advertising 
due to the many characteristics it has. 
Internet and its subsequent increasing 
popularity have once again challenged 
all the traditional forms of advertising. 
Advertisers are trying to use the Internet 
to advertise their products and hence 
‘net’ their customers.
In other words, the Internet is an ideal 
medium for measuring your branding 
campaign targeting the global commu­
nity. The interactive nature of the 
Internet allows advertisers to measure 
the effect of their campaigns in ways 
that traditional branding media; televi­
sion, radio and print cannot. In addition, 
the Internet allows integrated online and 
offline promotions to reach your target 
market.

Objectives of Internet Advertising:
* Advertising:
As far as advertising on the Internet 
goes, all advertisements will serve to 
attract the user’s attention and draw him 
to the company, which is advertising.

* Build brand awareness:
Direct or indirect methods can be used 
on the websites to build brand aware­
ness of the different brands of a compa­
ny. This is where the Internet scores tra­
ditional media and methods as 
explained below.

*Stimulate direct action:
Visitors to a company’s web site should 
get involved with the offerings on the 
site. Valuable customer information can 
also be captured and tracked for future 
marketing initiatives.

* Promote its brands:
Promotional give - away or contests 
generate excitement while simultane­
ously promoting your brands online, 
aiding off - line sale.

* Building a culture around its 
brands:
This goes along with that company’s 

traditional advertising.

* Surrogate advertising:
This is another means of surrogate 
advertising of the company, where all 
forms of traditional advertising fail. 
Surrogate advertising can be proved to 
be positive in case of advertising on the 
Internet.

Features of Internet Advertising:
Advertising on the Internet has certain 
unique features that differentiate it from 
other forms of advertising. They are as 
follows:

• Member registration:
Member registration is an efficient tool 
that is used by firms to create their data­
base. Such a database may be used to 
design promotional campaigns. 
Allowing registered users to participate 
in various events can follow systems of 
free registration.

■ Online opinion polls:
Opinion polls are conducted to obtain 
the responses from users regarding the 
firms’ products and services besides 
including topics of general interest.

• Newsletters:
Regular newsletters are sent especially 
to registered users. These contain infor­
mation about current updating on the 
site and activities being performed by 
the company.

• Contests and sweepstakes:
Contests are useful in attracting new 
users to websites. They may be for sim­
ple things depending on the product or 
service being advertised. The prizes 
offered are in a wide range and usually 
have the logo of the company and the 
homepage address displayed promi­
nently.

• Content:
The content of the advertisement can be 
regularly updated with news regarding 
the activities of the firm. A fact-based 
section showing the manufacturing 
processes of a company may also be 
included. The use of multimedia tools 
can make this more interactive.

• E-cards:
Users send free cards via e-mail from 
the site of the company advertising the 
product. The card prominently displays 
the logo or the baseline of the brand. 
The cards may be for different occa­
sions such as birthdays, festivals, birth­
days, etc. These cards are used to rein­
force brand identity. Star endorsements 
of the brand may also be included in the 
picture postcard themes.

• Downloads:
Downloads may include various utili­
ties for the computer such as icons, 
desktop patterns, screen savers, themes, 
etc. Registered users get the opportuni­
ty of downloading software. Charts and 
other informative articles may also be 
included.

• Coupons:
Coupons are used to promote sales off­
line. Sending discount coupons for the 
products and services of the company 
on special occasions can do this.

E - Publishing
The publishing industry is at the 
doorstep of the biggest change since the 
invention of the printing press - the 
advent of the electronic book and the 

electronic library. Though the shift to a 
non-print environment has been occur­
ring steadily, advances in electronic 
reading devices promise to accelerate 
this trend. Electronic readers now fea­
ture paper-thin screens that can be 
turned like pages and can hold several 
volumes. Print size is adjustable to suit 
the reader and books can be down­
loaded directly from the web at a cost 
lower than the print version. Though 
libraries represent a major portion of the 
customer base of publishers, no efforts 
have been made to establish products 
and pricing mechanisms to meet the 
unique needs of libraries.
Enthusiasm for electronic publishing is 
not particularly because it will be 
cheaper, but because of the new oppor­
tunities it brings. The new electronic 
journals already offer facilities unavail­
able to users of paper, these include:
1. The ability to search for particular 
content within a paper or a complete 
Journal.
2. The ability to move easily between 
the table of contents of a journal and the 
abstract.
3. Facilities to annotate articles to cre­
ate a personal virtual filing cabinet.
4. The ability to move quickly from the 
article you are reading to one which it 
cites in its references, and that includes 
forward citing, i.e. the ability to go to 
articles that cited the one you have just 
been reading but which were published 
later, etc.
Overall, it is clear that there is a move­
ment towards greater use of electronic 
media in all-academic disciplines. 
However the most constant theme here 

is that one must recognize that there are 
important differences between disci­
plines in the benefits, requirements and 
applications of electronic publishing. 
What is right for physics or molecular 
biology is not necessarily right for the 
humanities, legal studies or computing 
science.
The Internet makes consumer industries 
far more competitive and dynamic than 
they were in the past. In this harsh envi­
ronment, the companies that intend to 
thrive in the long run must build a 
defendable strategic position. In other 
word, the companies need to build an 
advantage that other companies do not 
have in the marketplace. Cutting prices 
by 50 per cent and running Super Bowl 
advertisements create huge short-term 
growth, but it does nothing to secure the 
future of the company. Having a hot IP 
or a high stock price may help, but it 
won’t suffice. The companies that ulti­
mately will win the battle for Internet 
consumers see now that profitable 
growth cannot go on forever and simply 
being “a dotcom” does not constitute a 
strategic advantage.
Though most publishers are going back 
only five years, readers really wants to 

be able to move seamlessly between 
articles in journals from different pub­
lishers; we are far from being able to do 
that. Collaboration is easiest between 
learned society publishers, and there are 
some encouraging, if small, examples 
of collaboration, but progress is still 
slow.

As the Internet matures, companies 
must learn to compete in world of 
Dynamic Trade, where the apparent 
supply to consumers rises and compa­
nies must heed the signals of current 
demand, what companies want now? 
Dynamic Trade will make consumer 
industries more efficient and on the 
whole less profitable than they were in 
the past. They must build a unique 
value. One way to do this is to build a 
brand based on consumer experiences. 
A projected image, even one that has 
millions of dollars in marketing budget 
behind it, will not stand up unless the 
every day experience of the consumers 
on the internet reinforce the brand. 
Companies that ignore this truth will 
find that they are not just wasting half 
of their advertisements.

Special Offer to yementimes.com Advertisers 
yementimes.com, the most widely read website providing news about 
Yemen on the Internet, is honored to announce the offering of online 
advertisements for its clients, all at affordable prices and unbeatable qual­
ity.
Advertise in Yemen Times Online Today and get:

Two-week FREE advertisement
Increasing revenues from local customers reading the newspaper 
online
Increasing popularity on a worldwide scale
Ahead of your competitors by exploring the cyber world

- A link to your site for online exposure 
Reduced and unbelievably cheap rates 
Enhanced designs of still and animated as by Yemen Times (if 
requested) 
And a lot more

Take advantage of this offer today with the reduced rates ranging from $10 
to $100 per week for banners of different sizes as follows (negotiable): 
3.5 cm (width) x 2.5 cm (height): $10 
3.5 cm x 5 cm : $15 
3.5 cm x 10 cm : $25 
3.5 cm x 20 cm : $40
20 cm x 2 cm at the top of the main page: $75
20 cm x 4 cm at the top of the main page: $100
20 cm x 2 cm at the top of the main page: $45
20 cm x 4 cm at the bottom of the main page: $60

China Unbeaten & Confirmed to Qualify 
Sandia Ahead but Iran’s Leadership Possible

ABU DHABI, September 27 
(Xinhuanet/AFC) -- China beat UAE 
1-0 here on Thursday to remain 
unbeaten in the World Cup Asian Zone 
Group B qualifying tournament.
Qi Hong scored the lone goal of the 
match with a header off defender Sun 
Jihai's perfect pass in the 42nd minute. 
UAE went ail out for an equalizer in 
the second half and their best chances 
came with five minutes left in the 
game. However, Salim Saad's long- 
range shot hit the bar before Saeed Al 
Kaas put the rebounder high.
Kaas had another opportunity to save 
his team from the defeat shortly after 
but his header ended high again.
Chinese goalkeeper An Qi, who start­
ed for the first time to replace injured 
Jiang Jin, did a good job to protect the 
victory for the Chinese, who had 13 
points from four victories and a draw 
to top Group B, followed by Qatar at 
eight.

Saudia-Iraq (2-1)
On another level, two goals from 
Abdullah Sheehan gave Saudi Arabia a 
2-1 victory over Iraq in Amman, 
Jordan to keep Nasser Al Johar's side 
in pole position in Group A of Asia's 
qualifying tournament for 
Korea/Japan 2002.
Al Shabab striker Sheehan struck 
inside the first minute and 13 minutes 
from time to put his side two points 
clear of second placed Iran, who have 
a game in hand over the two-time 
World Cup qualifiers.
Sheehan gave the Saudis the lead with 
less than 30 seconds on the clock, the 
visitors building quickly from the back 
straight from the kick off before 
Mohammad Al Shlhoob's precision 

pass was swept home from just inside 
the area by Sheehan.
The Saudis continued to have the bet­
ter of the game but Iraq eventually 
pulled level when Abdulwahab 
Aboulhail rose at the far post to head 
home Hawar Mulla Mohammed's 
cross from the right, giving 
Mohammad Al Daeyea in the Saudi 
goal no chance.
Iraq, needing a win to have any chance 
of taking second place in the group, 
pushed for the three points in the sec­
ond half.
Qahtan Chatir hit the crossbar 10 min­
utes after the restart while in the 58th 
minute the impressive Emad 
Mohammed hammered a drive from 
30 yards just over the bar.
But Saudi Arabia's resilience eventual­
ly paid off and Sheehan claimed his 
second with 13 minutes left on the 
clock as Ibrahim Mater, only on the 
field seconds before as a replacement 
for Omar Al Ghamdi, pulled Saad Al 
Dossary's through ball into Sheehan's 
path and he scored from close range. 
Iraq continued to look for a way 
through to Al Daeyea's goal and the Al 
Hilal custodian was on hand to deny 
Emad Mohammad three minutes from 
time after he had wound his way past 
three defenders before shooting goal­
ward.
The Saudis now face Thailand in 
Riyadh next week in their final quali­
fying match needing a win while hop­
ing Iran fail to pick up maximum 
points against Iraq and Bahrain.

Iran-Thailand (1-0)
Iran was also able to defeat Thailand 
1-0 in a World Cup Asian qualifier 

group A match here on Friday, bring­
ing the favorite team once again to the 
top place of the group.
Goal by Ali Reza Nikbakht Vahedi in 
the 33th minute laid solid foundation 
for victory of the Iranian team, which 
has grabbed 12 points from six games 
already played. Arch-rival Saudi 
Arabia has also played six games but 
is one point behind Iran.
Vahedi's precious goal owned much to 
the super forward Ali Karimi, who has 
shattered the Thai defense from time 
to time.
Friday's game also marked the Iranian 
captain Ali Daei's 100th game for the 
Iranian national team, who was 
cheered by some 80,000 enthusiastic 
spectators in Tehran's Azadi Stadium.
Iran's win has put pressure on the 
Saudi team, who is to play Iraqi team 
later in the day.

China Prepares Ready for WC Qualifying Game Against Qatar —Shenyang, October 6, 2001 
(Xinhua) — China’s National soccer team coach Yugoslavian Bora Milutinovic (R) hugs his 
assistant Shen Xiangfu during a training session of Chinese national soccer team in Shenyang, 
capital city of northeast China’s Liaoning province October 5, 2001. China is at the entrance to 
the 2002 World Cup with UAE’s 2:1 win over Qatar. Photo by Guo Dayue (wt)

Sheehan of Saudi Arabia gives his 
team perhaps the two most valuable 
goals in his life (AFC)

yementimes.com
yementimes.com
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Ismaeel al-Akwa’a

Deya’a al-Selwi

Ismaeel Bin Ali Bin Houseen Bin 
Ahmed Bin Abdullah Al-Akwa’a 
was born on Wednesday March 1, 
1920 in Dhamar 100 km to the South 
of Sana'a. He studied at Al- 
Shamsyah School in Dhamar City. 
Imam Sharaf Alddin built the school 
and named it after his son prince 
Shams Addin. He studied with the 
company of great scholars who lived 
in Dhamar including his father. He 
also studied in Rebat Al-Ghithi the 
Western suburb of Ibb governorate 
with his brother, the historian Judge 
Muhammed Bin Ali Al-Akaw.
Judge Ismaeel was involved in poli­
tics since he joined the organization 
of the Yemeni Liberals during his 
youth. He was imprisoned twice 
then released after producing great 
efforts by his family and relatives to 
be sent then to Aden for medical 
treatment. In Aden, the Liberals 
resumed his national activities 
through joining the Yemeni 
Syndicate which was established 
recently to replace the Yemeni Great 
Association founded by Al-Zubaeeri 
and Al-Noaman.
After the eruption of the Egyptian 
revolution on the 23rd of July 1952 
Al-Akwa followed Al-Zubaeeri to 
Egypt then traveled to Damascus 
and Moscow at the beginning of 
1962 in response to the Imam 
Ahmed Bin Hameed Addin's com­
mand. He remained in Moscow up to 
the eruption of the revolution in 

Yemen in 1962. He was appointed 
then as Yemen's charge d' affairs to 
Moscow, Minister penitentiary, non­
resident ambassador and minister of 
foreign affairs.
In 1968 Al-Akwa went to Egypt 
where his family was still living. 
Then he returned to Yemen to hold 
the position of the Minister of 
Information in Hassan Al-Amri's 
cabinet. After the resignation of Al- 
Amri's cabinet; the Chairman of the 
leadership Council asked him to 
return to the diplomatic corp. But he 
rejected the offer and suggested to 
establish an institution concerned 
with antiquities and libraries, which 
he named The General Authority of 
Antiquities and Books Houses. He 
was appointed as Chairman of this 
Authority right after its establish­
ment in 1969 and continued to be so 
up to the end of 1990. Then he set 
himself free to continue his study 
and writing.

His Masterpieces:
The General Authority for 
Antiquities enabled him to write 
many books and conduct researches 
related to his interests.

Among his masterpieces were:
I: The Yemeni proverbs in two vol­
umes.
II: The Islamic Schools in Yemen.
III: Dissertation of Science and its 
Castles in Yemen, 4 volumes.
IV: Al-Zaydeeyah: its formation and 
beliefs
V: The Rasoulid state in Yemen.




