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FM Dr. Abu Bakr Al-Qirbi:

SA Should Not Support Israeli Terrorism”
Dr. Abu Bakr al-Qirbi, Foreign Minister, 
called on the U.S. last Thursday not to support 
Israeli terrorism since it will breed new spots 
for terrorism. Dr. Abu Bakr al-Qirbi consid
ered the Palestinian resistance as a legitimate 
right since it is a struggle for restoring the 
usurped rights of the Palestinian people. Al- 
Qirbi said, at the "Seminar on Terrorism," 
organized by Taiz University and the Human 
Rights Information & Training Center 
(HRITC) with cooperation of al-Saeed 
Foundation for Science & Culture, that a war 
against terrorism should not turn into a conflict 
of religions and civilizations. Similarly, al- 
Qirbi stressed that the great achievements of 
humanity in the field of human rights, justice 
and eradicating racism should not be left out 
amid the rising calls for war, adding that wip
ing out terrorism should be governed by dis
cernment. "Terrorism should be eliminated by 
removing the intolerable inequities, injustices, 
and poverty, and achieving a decent life for the 

poor and rich people alike." al-Qirbi added. 
Regarding the stance of Yemen towards terror
ism, al-Qirbi said, "Yemen is governed by 
national principles, the Constitution and inter
national agreements. Thus, from this point 
Yemen understands the U.S.'s right to punish 
the culprits of the attacks, whether in its lands 
or in other countries like Afghanistan; howev
er, the U.S. should abide by international legit
imacy and the participation of other coun
tries." Al-Qirbi made it clear that punishing the 
culprits should not claim any civilian casual
ties and that the targets should be well- 
defined.
On the other hand, Foreign Minister al-Qirbi 
highlighted Yemen’s experience in countering 
terrorism and considered it as "exemplary." 
"Yemen has understood that dialogue is the 
only way to end problems, as Yemen has rein
tegrated the returnees from Afghanistan within 
Yemeni society.” He added that no Yemenis 
living inside Yemen took part in the September

suicide crashes, which proves Yemen's success 
in this respect.

Continued on Page 2

Challenges Facing Yemeni-USA Relations

A SEMINAR
Yemeni Foreign Minister, Dr. Abu Bakr Al- 
Qirbi is to sponsor on Oct. 31 a seminar enti
tled " Present Challenges Facing Yemen- 
USA Relations", to be organised by Yemen 
Times in cooperation with Al-Jazeera and a 
newly established NGO Al-Khaleej Studies 
Center. The seminar is considered a pioneer 
step in focusing on the present challenges 
facing the relations of the two countries in 
terms of fighting terrorism, military coopera-

tion, plus various other fields. The seminar 
will include working papers covering four 
main topics: Regional dimension of 
Historical background of Yemen-US rela
tions, regional dimensions of the relations. 
Yemen's role in assisting US in combating 
terrorism, and the future of the relations 
among the present challenges.

Continued on page 2

US Training for Yemeni Special Forces
Rear Admiral Albert M.Calland, 
Commander of Special Operations for 
the United States Central Command, 
left Sana'a following a 3-day visit dur
ing which he met with Colonel Ahmed 
Ali Abdula Saleh, Commander-in- 
Chief of the Yemeni Special Forces. 
During his meeting with Yemeni offi
cials, Albert M.Calland discussed 
means of enhancing security cooperation between 
the two countries.
On the other hand, well-informed sources told the 
Yemen Times that the visit of the U.S. official 
came within the framework of military coopera

tion program to strengthen the Yemeni 
Special Forces to be able to fight terror
ism and to track down elements pre
sumed by the U.S. to have links with ter
rorist groups.
The same sources added that U.S. 
authorities expressed their satisfaction 
over the cooperation of the Yemeni 
authorities in providing available infor

mation about some Islamic hard-liners living in 
Yemen and presumed to have links with al-Qaeda. 
Thus, the USA will provide Yemen with military 
and financial assistance as part of an extensive 
plan to contain terrorism. Continued on P2 

Yemeni-Saudi Agreement to Fight Terrorism
The Yemeni-Saudi Committee entrusted with 
implementing the Jeddah Border Treaty con
cluded its meetings last Tuesday after reach
ing an agreement to enhance security cooper
ation for countering terrorism. The final com
munique of the periodic meeting, which was 
chaired by Dr. Rashed al-Alemi, Yemeni 
Interior Minister for the Yemeni side and 
Prince Naif bin Abdulaziz, Saudi Interior 
Minister for the Saudi side. The interior min
isters of the two countries confirmed the uni
formity of viewpoints of the two countries and 

condemned terrorism in its different forms, 
stressing the necessity of distinguishing 
between terrorism and the right of the 
Palestinian people in their struggle against the 
Israeli occupiers.
The Saudi Interior Minister said that he hoped 
that Yemen and Saudi Arabia were on the right 
track regarding Arab issues, particularly the 
Palestinian cause. However, the Yemen 
Interior Minister has confirmed that his talks 
with his Saudi counterpart have dealt with all 
security issues and verified the implementa
tion of the border treaty according to sched
ule, adding that the stance of the two countries 
regarding terrorism is clear, which is that it 
should be wiped out completely. Local 
observers told the Yemen Times that negotia
tions between the two sides did not tackle sev
eral issues supposed to be high on the agenda, 
like the demarcation of land outlets, mapping 
of the border lines, and the issue of Yemeni

Nine Yemeni
Journalists Stand Trial
Nine Yemeni journalists were tried on 
Wednesday by the Press and Publications 
Prosecution. The suit was brought by the 
Emirate writer, Khaled Mohammed al-Kasemi. 
The case was brought against editors-in-chief 
of some magazines and newspapers which al- 
Kasemi considers an insult to his personality. 
Some journalists earlier filed a case against al- 
Kasemi during his visit to Yemen in July. He 
was invited by the Deputy Minister of Yemeni 
Information, Ahmad Naser Al-Hamati. He 
burst into the Journalist Yemeni Syndicate 
(JYS) and accused journalists of being treach
erous and hirelings at the expense of the 
national interest. Al-Kasemi's relations with 
Yemen date back to two decades; he wrote 
many of the the first books about Yemeni uni
fication. The Yemeni journalists said that those 
books were plagiarized from Yemeni students’ 
researches. Continued on Page 2

Opposition Agrees 
with President

In their meeting with President Saleh and lead
ers of the PGC last Saturday, opposition parties 
reached an agreement with the President con
cerning the Election Supreme Committee 
(ESC) and the formation of its affiliate com
mittees. The agreement stipulates implementa
tion of the valid laws and cancellation of the 
new law draft. This law has granted the presi
dent the authorities to form the different com
mittees of the ESC.
In a statement to YT, Secretary General of the 
Yemeni Congregation for Reform (Islah), 
Abdulwahb Al-Anesi said both sides have 
agreed to set measures to ensure a proper prac
tice of the right of voting, as well as the neu
trality of the government posts and public 
property.

immigrants in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
It is worth mentioning that the Yemeni-Saudi 
relations have vigorously improved following 
the signing of the Jeddah Border Treaty 
on October 12, 2000. Similarly, many 
trade, investment and security agree
ments have been signed by the two coun
tries.
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Words of Wisdom
In terms of prestige and credibility, the politicians 

are worth very little. But in terms of financial 
worth, the politicians are indeed very rich. In 
a limited survey of the palaces and large vil
las in the capital city Sana'a, as well as in the 

other cities, especially in Aden and Taiz, it was 
found that the majority of these are owned by 

our politicians. They are leased to embassies 
and companies in foreign currency, and 
on which they pay no taxes.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-
1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
Can Americans Answer These Questions?

I have received dozens of letters responding to my last week's 
column entitled "Mounting Anger". Most -but not all- of those 
letters tried to explain to me that the attacks are "not against 
Islam, but against terrorists." Some of those letters accused me 
of "propaganda" and opposition to the USA.
I dedicate this column to all those readers whom I would like to 
thank for taking the time to write to me.
Here is where to start. First of all, I did not say that the US-led 
strikes are against Islam. I said that the public is slowly under
standing that they are so, even though I personally believe that 
the strikes are indeed not intended to be against Islam. But at the 
same time, I do understand why Muslims are beginning to think 
that those attacks are against Islam.
The problem of many Westerners is that they take what is said 
to them for granted. They believe in the rightfulness of their 
government's actions and rarely try to put themselves in opposi
tion with their governments or in other nations' shoes.
The very few Americans whom I met and who studied the his
tory of the Middle East do admit that the strategies of oppression 
and support of oppressors by many Western nations, including 
the USA, has indeed led to the feeling of frustration by Arabs 
and Muslims. Those intellectuals know very well that the major
ity of Americans don't realize how the Israeli-Palestinian con
flict evolved over the years. They don't have the slightest idea of 
the miseries Muslims have suffered all over the globe.
I wish that those would not prejudge this column and call it 
"propaganda" once again. What I want them to do is to go 
through the books of history, those books that explain how 
Palestinians were slaughtered by the thousands in the occupying 
state of Israel. Yet the United States does all it can to protect its 
"strategic ally" in the Middle East.
With this column, I am targeting the conscience of American 
readers who want to know the truth, and who want to investigate 
for themselves and not be taught or dictated. A little humbleness 
and effort would have them discover many things they may have 
never heard of.
Just as Muslims understand the pain and suffering the US peo
ple have gone through since the Sept. 11 attack, they also want 
a listening ear for their sufferings.
Americans need to realize that if 6,000 Americans were killed 
on September 11th, millions of Muslims were killed unjustifi
ably during the last decade. There are many things they could be 
fought using weapons and strategic tactics such as politics, etc. 
But still, there are other things that weapons cannot resolve. 
Among these is terrorism.
Terrorism is not a thing that can be found and destroyed. It is a 
phenomenon that has generated from ideas and thoughts. 
Muslims believe that terrorism can only be combated by bring
ing justice to the oppressed and weak. It can be combated by 
understanding the mistakes of powerful countries and how to 
treat the negative consequences of those mistakes. No terrorist 
activity can be stopped without preventing the reasons behind 
such an act. Muslims think that the USA is trying to secure its 
safety at the expense of others. They believe that even if Osama 
bin Laden is killed or brought to justice, unless the Israel- 
Palestinian conflict is resolved, peace will not prevail.
It would be easy for an American to understand why some 
Muslims may see this war to be against Islam if he came over to 
the streets and listened to what people are saying. "If America is 
against terrorism, why is it supporting Israel, which is killing 
Palestinians by the hundreds every year?" As an American, 
could you try to answer this question? I am willing to publish 
your answer in this very column if you wish. Another question 
is "Why is the USA applying an embargo that caused no damage 
to the Iraqi regime but rather resulted in the death of millions of 
innocent people?" The USA did admit that the embargo didn't do 
much for its objective. But can you answer the question?
Those are among the few questions that Muslims ask, and if you 
could as an American justify those questions, then you could as 
well easily convince Muslims to divert from thinking that the 
strikes are against Islam.
I will be waiting for your answers...

Independent Cultural, Economic & Political Weekly 
First English Newspaper in Yemen, founded in 1991 

by Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

Publisher & Editor-in-Chief:
Walid Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

Head office:
Telephone: +967 (1) 268-661
Fax: +967 (1) 268-276
P.O. Box 2579, Sana'a

Email:
yementimes@y.net.ye
yementimes@yementimes.com
Website: http://www.yementimes.com

Branches:
Aden Bureau Chief:
Ridhwan Alawi Ahmed
Tel: +967 (2) 347-057, 346596;
Fax: +967 (2) 347-056
Email: ytaden@y.net.ye

Taiz Bureau Chief: 
Imad Ahmed Abdullah 
Telefax: +967 (4) 252-616 
P.O.Box: 5086, Taiz 
Email: yttaiz@y.net.ye

WUS & German House Conclude ‘Methods on 
Project Planning’

In cooperation with the German House of 
Sana'a, the World Universities Service (WUS) 
from Germany organized a seminar titled 
'Methods on Project Planning' from October 
24th until 26th at the Haddah Hotel in Sana'a. 
The 3-day seminar was kicked off by HE. the 
ambassador of Germany to Yemen, delivering 
a speech welcoming the participants and 
thanking them for coming. The seminar 
included other speeches, lectures on experi
ences regarding project work, cooperation in 
other countries, workshops, etc.
About 120 Germany alumna were invited to 
take part in the event.
Ms. Labs Judith, President of the German 
House for Cooperation and Culture, said the 
goal of the seminar was to help participants 
develop their ability to make accurate studies 
on projects they intend to carry out in order to 
generate support from German organizations. 
"Discussions were fruitful. Participants 
expressed their views openly, and they came

out with new ideas 
about how to manage 
their own projects," 
she said, adding that 
she was impressed by 
the willingness of 
participants to attend 
even on Friday.
Mr. Abdulwarith 
Abdu Ali, participant, 
said the event showed 
how distinguished

graduates and 
trainees of 
Germany are. 
"Germany is 
the only 
country that 
cares about 
its graduates 
and trainees 
even when
they are in
their respective countries. We are still trained 
by them. We receive specialized books and 
references on a monthly basis," he added.
Participants expressed their appreciation to the 
German Government, the German 
Ambassador, and the German House for their 
continued support of alumni.
The next conference will be organized in Aden 
in October 2002. Ms. Labs said it would host 
a greater number of participants.

Abdulwarith Abdu All

Labs Judith

HE. Ambassador of Germany kicking off the 
Seminar

Japan Supports Family Care Activities
The government of Japan has extended to the 
Yemen Family Care Association (YFCA) a 
financial grant amounting up to US $36,000 
(approximately 6,200,000 YR) to obtain emer
gency vehicles in order to introduce mobile 
emergency delivery services in Sana’a.
That project was implemented under the scheme 
called the Grant Assistance for Grassroots 
Projects that targets small-scale, community
based projects in basic human needs fields, such

as primary health care, primary education, 
poverty relief and public welfare.
The handing over ceremony of the project took 
place last Saturday at the YFCA head office in 
Sana’a in the presence of His Excellency Dr. 
Abdul Naser Al-Munibari, Minister of Public 
Health & Population, Mr. Ahmed Al-Kohlani. 
Mayer of Sana’a, Mr. Ali Al-Thawr, YFCA 
Chairman, and His Excellency Mr. Masamitsu 
Oki. Ambassador of Japan to Yemen.

Young Artists Excel in Dia
The Dia organization, a French non-profit- 
making organization in Sana'a, inaugurated in 
its premises on Saturday an a one-weak exhi
bition for photographs, painting on papers as 

well as on jars and vases. 
Ten trainees of the organ
ization took part in the 
exhibition which includes 
tens of artistic works. Mr. 
Atteib al-Haj, volunteer 
trainer of the group 
expressed delight at the 
fine production of his stu
dents. He said some of 
the students were still at 
university and others 
have already graduated. 
"Some of them want to be

profession
als and I 
really feel 
that they 
will be 
something 
in the 
future." he 
added. 
Most of the 
paintings of 
vases 
depicts 
short super
stitious or local stories. Students were asked to 
write short stories that have their reflection on 
society and then try to manifest them in artis
tic works.

Continuations from P1
“USA Should Not Support Israeli Terrorism”
Similarly, Mr. Izzaldin Saeed al-Asbahi, Director of 
Human Rights Information & Training Center 
(HRITC), delivered a speech clarifying that abolishing 
terrorism should be based on making an end to its 
breeding grounds, adding that terrorism in its differ
ent forms threaten world peace, particularly the ter
rorism practiced by the Israeli army. Hussein al- 
Iryani, Rector of Taiz University and Faisal Saeed 
Fare'a, Director of al-Saeed Foundation, also deliv
ered speeches stressing the importance of eradicat
ing terrorism through solving its causes. Within the 
same context, Dr. Mohammed al-Durah presented a 
working paper on terrorism from a legal perspective 
and Dr. Ali Abdulahaq al-Aghbari presented a working 
paper on terrorism from an Islamic viewpoint. 
Participants at the seminar condemned the terrorist 
attacks on New York and Washington and con
demned killing innocent civilians in Afghanistan as 
well. Similarly, the participants denounced the terror
ism exercised by the Israeli government against 
defenseless civilians

Nine Yemeni Journalists Stand Trial
The JYS has spoken to Emirates’ Authors and 
Writers Union with regard to his burst into the 
Syndicate and defaming his colleagues. The 
Emirates’ Union has strongly condemned such dis
agreeable and unpleasant behavior. The Yemeni 
government had awarded al-Kasemi the First-rate 
Unity Medal because of his so-called interests in 
Yemeni Unity. Then, this off-the-record issue 
remained confidential and undisclosed. 
Consequently, the persons who have stood trial are 
the writer and the Editor-in-chief of Al-Hikma 
Magazine, issued from the Yemeni Authors and 
Writers Union, Abdulbari Taher and the Editor-in-chief 
of Al-Wahdawi Newspaper, the mouth-piece of the 
Nasserite Party, Abdulaziz Sultan, the Chairman of 
the Political Division in Al-Haq Party, Abduhlkareem 
Al-Khyawani, the journalist, Yahya Al-Haddi, Hamdi 
Al-bukari and Ahmad Saeed, editors at Al-Wahdawi 
Newspaper and the editor at Al-Methaq Newspaper, 
Mohammed Hasan, the mouthpiece of the Ruling 
Party.
The list of persons referred to the court have 
increased to nine persons after summoning the edi
tor-in-chief of Annas Newspaper and the Bureau 
Chief of Al-Khaleej Newspaper in Yemen to attend 
the sessions of the coming trial.
In a statement to YT, the Defense Lawyer, Jamal Al- 
Goabi said that journalists questioning is a crucial 
problem threatening the profession of journalism and 
freedom of expression.

Challenges Facing Yemeni-USA Relations: A 
Seminar

The seminar will shed light on the regional conditions 
following the September 11 attacks against the USA, 
and their impact on the relations of the two countries. 
It will also bring to attention the public opinion regard

ing the US strikes against Afghanistan and how the 
two countries could come up with a common vision of 
future steps in combating terrorism globally and with 
public opinion in mind.
On the seminar, Editor-in-Chief of Yemen Times, 
Walid Al-Saqqaf said, "The seminar will be a great 
opportunity for both Yemeni and American sides to 
exchange ideas and debate with intellectuals repre
senting public opinion to propose efficient and well- 
directed ideas for the sake of enhancing US-Yemen 
relations despite the present challenges.” 
Many Ambassadors and Chiefs of Mission of several 
countries have confirmed their attendance to the 1 - 
day seminar along with representatives of various 
political parties, researchers, and intellectuals with 
expertise in Yemen-US relations.

US Training for Yemeni Special Forces 
News reports say that the United States has 
expressed its willingness to train the newly-created 
Special Forces, support the campaign to track down 
Islamic extremists, drain the funding sources of these 
elements through putting all the returnees from 
Afghanistan under surveillance, and eradicating the 
breeding grounds of religious extremism by contain
ing many of its elements and customizing textbooks. 
According to many sources, the U.S. campaign 
against the so-called terrorism doesn’t necessarily 
mean carrying out military strikes at certain sites in 
some countries, but rather requesting security, intel
lectual and political measures against the elements 
accused of supporting terrorism, Yemen being a case 
in point.
Furthermore, the Yemeni government is training 
moderate mosque preachers to replace the pre
sumed hard-liner mosques preachers. The Minster of 
Interior, Dr. Rashad al-Alemi held a lecture in this 
respect, which was attended by a number of mosque 
preachers and security personnel. Similarly, another 
sources told the Yemen Times that the scope of the 
U.S.-Yemeni cooperation in the security field has 
been more than what had been proclaimed by the 
two sides. The visit of Mr. Albert M.Calland came to 
further enhance the existing military cooperation 
between Yemen and the United States and to turn a 
new page of cooperation, as some observers say, 
particularly after Yemen provided facilities for the 
U.S. on issues presumed controversial in the past.

SAF Issued a Press Release Concerning 
General Election Bill & Referendum

In a consultative meeting, the Sisters 
Arabic Meeting (SAF), organized on 
October 22. 2001 a meeting revolving 
around the general election law and 
referendum. Fifteen participants 
including members of civil society 
organizations, human rights organiza
tions and media representatives took 
part in the event. After a lengthy dis
cussion of the bill, the participants

unanimously demanded the necessity 
of allocating 30 percent of seats to 
women in the legislative councils, set
ting up special committees to assist 
women candidates with the framework 
of the High Election Committee, and 
enjoining the media to stop its violent 
campaigns against women and remov
ing the discriminatory language 
against women.

Internet Corner 
Inaugurated at the U.N.

Information Center
Mr. James Rawly, resident coordinator 
of UNO, inaugurated on 27 October, 
2001 the Internet corner at the U.N. 
Information Center on Bunya Street in 
Sana'a on the occasion of U.N. Day. 
This initiative is meant to give the 
chance for researchers, people of 
media, students and all the interested 
people to visit the web sites of the dif
ferent U.N. agencies and organizations 
free of charge.

Yemen Participates in 
Anti-Corruption

Meeting in Prague
More than 1300 people from 143 
countries met in Prague, Czech 
Republic to adopt science-based meas
ures for fighting corruption and 
enhancing the transparency of govern
ment and private sector organizations. 
Mr. Jamal Edin al-Ademi, Secretary- 
General of the Forum for Civil 
Society, and Mr. Kamal Aqlan, pro
gram officer of the Transparency 
Program in Yemen took part in the 
meeting, which was held October 7- 
11, 2001.

Tennis Leaders 
Meet

Last Thursday, 
the Police 
Officers' Club 
hosted a meet
ing between 
founders of 
Tennis in 
Yemen and a 
number of sport 
personalities 
that have run the Ministry of Sports. 
Speeches delivered expressed appreci
ation for the efforts of the Honorary 
President of the Tennis Association. 
Staff Colonel Ahmad Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, who sponsored the event to 
develop the game in Yemen. They also 
spoke highly of Dr. Abdullah 
Abdulwali Nasher, chairman of the 
Association who has contributed to the 
popularity of the game in Yemen. 
Speakers emphasized the importance 
of keeping sport an open field for all. 
separate from politics, so that it 
remains a tool to gather people on the 
basis of love and solidarity.
The Ministry of Sports disclosed the 
intention to establish a closed sports 
hall for women and a children’s enter
tainment park at al-Zubeiri Park.

Women’s Forum Continues its Training 
Shadow Report Writing Committee

On the occasion of the international 
day to oppose violence and discrimina
tion against women, and within its 
framework to set up a committee on 
shadow report writing on woman's 
rights, the Women’s Forum continued 
the second phase of its training pro
gram to improve abilities of the team 
and the members of the committee in 
Aden on November 3-5. 2001. The 
forum is a continuation of a previous 
training course held in Sana'a last 
August. The participants of shadow 
report writing will receive intensive 
training for three days with the aim of 
developing the participants' skills and 
capabilities and to give women experi
ence in report shadow writing. In a 
statement to YT, the manager of the 
Women’s Forum for Studies and 
Training, Suad Al-Kadsi, said that this

training course is 
a continuation of 
some programs 
that will extend 
to the year 2004. 
It will be divided 
into several 
phases in which 
each phase main
ly concentrates 
on a specific aspect, until it reaches a 
final formula. Report shadow writing 
has participated in local and interna
tional preparatory conferences and 
meetings in an attempt to polish skills 
and make use of other experiences. 
The committee of shadow writing 
includes academics, researchers, econ
omists, those interested in woman's 
rights and representatives of the civil 
organizations in our country.

GALILEO
YEMEN

Galileo Yemen is committed to 
providing pioneering secured 
reservation system within 48 hours 
for all travel agents, individuals, oil 
companies and trade companies 
through the Internet, with training 
course, free of charge.

For further information, Please call us on:
Contact: Tel +967 1 264732 or 240700 & Tel/Fax 

+967 1 264733
E-mail: NDC@y.net.ye

Or SAHGOIY@sit.gmsmail.com

yementimes.com
http://www.yementimes.com
mailto:ytaden@y.net.ye
mailto:NDC@y.net.ye
mailto:SAHGOIY@sit.gmsmail.com
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Jose Marie Bel to Yemen Times

“The tourism industry in Yemen has 
been greatly affected by kidnapping incidents”

T
ourism is important for 
the development of any 
country. It brings foreign 
currencies into the coun
try. In fact, in some coun

tries, it is the only way of earning hard 
currency. For example, as far as our 
country is concerned about sixty thou
sand tourists visited Yemen in 1995. 
That number increased to 75,000 in 
1996. This means Yemen earned mil
lions of dollars from tourism. One may 
say that is good. But it is not good 
enough. Yemen could easily earn hun
dreds of millions of dollars because we 
have so much to offer. There are many 
countries which offer much less, but 
they get more tourists. This is because 
most people in many different coun
tries in the world do not know about 
Yemen and they do not know about the 
attractions of this country. For this 
reason, the most important duty of the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism is to 
advertise about Yemen. It has to pro
mote the tourism industry in Yemen. 
In addition, it has to build more four- 
and five star hotels. Our airports and 
roads have to be developed and 
improved so that tourists can get up 
into the mountains to see the archaeo
logical sites and the most beautiful 
parts of our rural areas. Of course, all 
these things would cost a lot of money, 
but tourism means more jobs for us. It 
means that we have to protect our 
environment clearly; we have to know 
that if our environment is damaged or 
destroyed, this means that tourism will 
collapse. For this, we should use televi
sion, radio and newspapers to let our 
people know about the benefits of 
tourism. Unfortunately, very few peo
ple seriously think about the benefits 
that we get by tourists coming into dif
ferent regions and seeing different 
habits or cultures. The answer to this 
problem is that our religion and cul
ture are strong. Tourists are not going 
to damage them. On tourists and 
tourism, Abduh Moqbil Al-Sabri of 
Yemen Times met up with one of the 
French tourists, the Director of La 
Maison du Yemen, Jose Marie Bel and 
filed the following interview:

Q: Could you possibly give us a brief 
account of yourself?
A: My name is Jose Marie Bel. My first 
visit was 27 years ago. It is a long time 
ago of course. I have published six books 
about the Yemen. These books are writ
ten in French. They revolve about the 
architectural houses in Yemen. One book 
concentrates on the decoration, a book 
narrating the history of Aden, and the 
other two books deals with botany, in 
addition to some useful catalogues. I 

made ten exhibitions about Yemen in 
France, Europe and America. I also made 
50 exhibitions in France and 200 lectures 
focusing on the media and tourism agen
cies in Europe. Actually, I have come 
here to Yemen to manage a tourist French 
group and after one month we will pre
pare a tour to Yemen with Al-Ashtal 
Company. I am glad to be here and to talk 
about Yemen's culture to the French peo
ple.

Q: Is this the your visit to Yemen?
A: For me it is not the first visit. My first 
visit was 27 years ago. I met the 
President of Yemen at that time, 
Ibraheem Al-Hamdi and Al-Ghashmi. I 
am a plastic artist. I am the Director of La 
Maison du Yemen (Bait Al-Yemen). It is 
an institution focusing on Yemen and 
Arab Countries with the aim of enhanc
ing the friendly relationship between 
France and Yemen.

Q: In your point of view, how can 
tourism prosper and flourish?
A: Actually, after the September 11 inci
dents in NYC and Washington, people 
are afraid to come to Yemen by planes. 
But the situation in Yemen is completely 
quiet and secure. Following these inci
dents, hotels are completely empty. For 
about three or four years the tourist situ
ation was somewhat good. Many hotel 
services are about to decline. Tourist 
agencies will close their doors and many 
people will lose their jobs due to these 
vicissitudes. The government has to take 
serious action to restore the tourist sector.

Q: Recently, the Yemeni government 
has adopted security measures with 
regard to tourist safety; does this con
stitute a source of worry for the 
tourists?
A: No, I do not think so. The problem is 
that at the beginning the European 
tourists must realize the tourism industry 
in Yemen is good. Bodyguards accompa
ny them in order to be informed of the 
whole tourist sites. But the French gov
ernment does not give any real informa
tion about this country. They always say 
there that Yemen is insecure, roads are 
not good, but the reverse is true. Tourists 
are accompanied by bodyguards to pro
tect them from kidnapping incidents; this 
is a temporary measure and can be solved 
immediately by the government.

Q: Do you think that kidnapping inci
dents affect the tourism industry?
A: Oh yes, absolutely. The tourism 
industry in Yemen has been greatly 
affected by kidnapping incidents and the 
tourism sector has been declining and 
getting worse and worse. If the media in 
Europe talk for one minute only about 

kidnapping incidents in Yemen, the result 
is zero, that is to say, they are afraid to 
come and fly to Yemen. On my part, I 
feel totally secure. I advise them to come 
to Yemen and see with their own eyes 
how the situation is! Here in Yemen, I am 
sure that any tourist who has the desire to 
come to this lovely country will not be 
disappointed. With its lovely sunshine, 
attractive scenes, towering mountains, 
desert and climate, Yemen is an excep
tional country.

Q: What are the main attractions of 
Yemen?
A: The main attraction of Yemen is the 
country itself. I have visited many histor
ical places and cities, such as, mountains, 
deserts, Hadhramout, the architectural 
buildings, villages, Al-Mukala, Aden and 
many places of Yemen.

Q: How do you assess the future of 
tourism in Yemen?
A: In Yemen, despite all the different 
incidents, the biggest damage resulted 
from the murder of some tourists in 
December 1998 in Abyan. These inci
dents and other incidents contributed to 
the slow development of the tourism 
industry in Yemen. But these incidents do 
not affect the French people a lot, for 
they are global crises. I spoke with the 
former Tourism Minister, Abdulamalik 
Mansour, about it not being necessary to 
make communication for agencies and 
European countries to display that 
Yemen is a safe country. As I mentioned 
earlier, Yemen is country famous for its 
great civilization.

Q: How many French tourists arrive 
here in Yemen?
A: Last year a few French tourists came, 
but specifically, before the USS Cole 
incidents and Abyan fiasco, around 
120,000 French tourists. Last year 
around 700 came to Yemen, but now 
unfortunately, they are few.

Q: What do antiquities mean to you?

A: Of course, they are enchanting and 
very fascinating. It reminds me of the 
great civilization of Yemeni history. I 
have visited many historical sites such as 
Mahram Belqees and Marib Dam. I also 
visited the Military Museum in Sana'a.

Q: Are you with me that a nation with
out history is a nation without 
tourism?
A: I disagree with this idea. Some 
nations have alternatives, for instance, 
we have bird watchers, animal lovers and 
the likes. This is a true tourism. But 
Yemen possesses all these things. 
Through the YT, I think that for the old 
antiquities and manuscripts, it is neces
sary to organize exhibitions and the old 
traditions that stretch back into antiquity 
should be written in different languages. 
It is easy for the tourist to visit the his
torical sites, but it is difficult to compre
hend and appreciate them completely.

Q: Have you visited other countries?
A: Yes, I have visited many countries, 
like Jordan, Syria, Egypt, Sudan, 
Djibouti, and I spent twelve years in 
Morocco. But Yemen is still my favorite 
destination.

In the Aden Free Zone:
5 Agreements signed at a Cost of YR 335 million

L
ast Wednesday, October 
24, five agreements were 
signed in the General 
Corporation Building in 
Aden between the 

Corporation and a number of General 
Institutions and National Companies in 
the field of contracting and building at 
the cost of 335 million YR. The first 
agreement was signed between the 
Corporation and the General 
Corporation Building to renovate a hall 
for delivering lectures in the Free Zone 
totaling 12,271,505 YR.
The second agreement was signed 
between the Pre-fabricated Houses 
Plant and the Corporation to prepare a 
show hall at the cost of 14,531,980 YR. 
The third agreement was signed 
between the Corporation and Al- 
Hamdani Corporation for General 
Contracting to establish parking lots for 
vehicles and lorries, which has the 
capacity for 500 lorries and large motor 
trucks at the cost of 83,929,850 YR.
The fourth agreement was signed

between the
Corporation and
Saber for General 
Contracting 
Company to con
struct roads at the dis
tance of 3500 m at 
the cost of 
87,727,660 YR.
The last agreement 
was signed between 
Basabaa Company 
and the Corporation 
at the cost of 
137,964,877 YR. The 
Chairman of the 
General Corporation 
in the free zone, 
Derham Abduh 
Noaman.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
CHANGE OF NAME

I, KALPATHI RAMAN KRISHNAN SON 
OF LATE K.K.RAMAN, INDIAN 
PASSPORT HOLDER BEARING NO. P. 
679509, BORN ON 4lh APRIL 1958 (NATIVE 
PLACE: COIMBATORE - INDIA) 
RESIDING AT FLAT No. 4, SHAMSAN 
STREET, HODEIDAH, SHALL 
HENCEFORTH BE KNOWN AS 
KRISHNAN RAMAN KRISHNAN

FOR SALE
Vehicle Type and Color : Discovery Land Rover Green
Engine No. : 55463
Chassis No. : 188082
Year of manufacture : 1996, km. 100.000
Seating Capacity : 8 persons
Condition : Very Good
Registration : International Plate
For information contact : Kefah Al-Saqqaf

Tel. 01 413710/421624
Late date of submitting the bid :Nov. 5, 2001
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Yemenis Condemn War Against Afghanistan
A

ll Yemenis agreed 
that the barbaric 
war waged by the 
United States 
against the desper

ate Afghan people is a crime at the 
beginning of the 21st Century. It is 
an overt aggression against the 
sovereignty of an independent 
state and an application of the law 
of the jungle which recognizes no 
human ethics or principles. 
Evidently, the United States is act
ing against the principles of essen
tial freedom. This was clearly 
advocated by President Bush jr. 
who mentioned that those who 
would not stand by the United 
States are with terrorism and that 
America is a country of justice and 
freedom with the others being ter
rorists. This is obviously quite a 
twisted mentality and a call for a 
new nazism.
Yemen Times surveyed the views 
of some Yemeni politicians and 
intellectuals and filed the following 
excerpts.

Dr. Qasem Salaam
Country Secretary-General of Baath 
Socialist Party

Permanent peace is 
just a big American 
lie apparently merci
ful but actually bru
tal. It is the curse of 
the American way to 
be dominator and 
hegemonic. 

Therefore, the adoption of the slogan of 
“permanent freedom” is a historical 
machination in order to exploit world 
nations in a very arrogant manner. The 
slogan of “permanent justice,” used by 
the US President George Bush, seems to 
have forgotten that there is no justice 
but the justice of the Almighty God, 
which provoked and shocked the free 
world and was rejected by all intellectu
als, men of religions and opinion-mak
ers. They all have found in this slogan a 
way to beyond all the possible limits, 
an infringement on the divine power of 
God and a way of being superior over 

the rest of the world.
America’s definition of “permanent 
freedom” reflects the domination of 
less powerful nations and the use of 
military power to achieve its evil tar
gets. The US does not aim to enforce its 
slogan of permanent freedom but rather 
tries to apply its pragmatic policies on 
the rest of the world.
As a result, we consider the attacks on 
Afghanistan to be terrorism. For 
decades, America has been exploiting 
freedom, democracy and human rights 
just to serve its evil cause. Now, it is 
evident that the current war against ter
rorism under the pretext of defending 
permanent freedom is a sophisticated 
way to cover its horrible crimes against 
Afghanistan. Moreover, the threats that 
the US extended to other countries, 
which are accused to be linked with ter
rorist activities, are only meant to sub
jugate these nations and force them to 
follow the American style of freedom 
and human rights. America also labels 
every free movement on earth as a ter
rorist group that should be eradicated 
regardless of its goals. So, the 
Palestinian uprising and the call to 
recover the Golan Heights will be 
termed as a terrorist act that should be 
brought down. Similarly, the call for 
making East Jerusalem the capital of the 
Palestinian State will be a form of ter
rorism as well. In brief, everything will 
be reversed and war will be declared 
against any call for independence and 
freedom other than the American way. 
Finally, I do not think that any sound 
mind will accept this slogan, while 
these brutal atrocities are perpetrated 
against Afghanistan. I also do not think 
that destroying Afghanistan will solve 
American narcissism even though the 
US has tried to convince the world of its 
strive to achieve permanent freedom. 
As a whole, permanent freedom cannot 
be achieved if America does not get rid 
of using double standards when tackling 
international issues and does not ration
ally employ the UN Security Council to 
serve world peace without any preju
dice or oppression.

Mohammed Mohammed Qahtan 
Director of Political Division at Islah 
Party

"Lasting Freedom,” 
the title attached to 
the American opera
tions, replaced a pre
vious name which 
was “Absolute 
Justice.” The name 
was changed to show

respect to religions and the American 
determination to always give an impres
sion of the civilized dimensions within 
which the United States of America is 
moving against terrorism.

Al-Mortatha bin Zaed al-Mohatwari 
Director of Badr for Islamic Studies

The US brutal air 
raids against 
Afghanistan with the 
use of the most 
sophisticated and 
modern armament 
against one of the 
poorest nation in the

world is just a sign that America has 
gone mad and is openly working against 
its own interests. The US is committing 
injustice in its most outrageous form, 
that is attacking a nation that it used to 
support in a recent past. This raises the 
following question: Why did America 
support them? Was it for the sake of 
God and the Afghan people? The 
answer is definitely NO. The aim of the 
US administration was just to hit two 
birds with one stone: defeating the for
mer USSR which got slumped and lost 
badly there; and, killing the biggest 
number of Mujaheedins and force them 
to accept American demands. The 
United States of America and the other 
Western nations have taken advantage 
of this opportunity to its limit, as they 
see the paralyzing of Pakistani military 
power as a must. They plan to achieve 
that directly or by provoking turmoil, 
splits and violence inside Pakistan. 
Many readers may think that I have 
gone astray by mentioning Pakistan in 
this context. I have many strong reasons 
to mention Pakistan here since America 
is trying to achieve many evil goals in 

this regard: building military base in 
Pakistan in order to protect the coun
try’s weak and mercenary regime and 
then making Pakistan a base to be used 
to attack Iran under the pretext that it 
supports Hizbullah and the Lebanese 
and Palestinian resistance against Israel. 
Furthermore, America’s objectives are 
to monitor closely the Islamic countries 
of Central Asia and to spread 
Christianity in those nations. Mostly, 
the United States wants to have a strong 
military presence close to the Caspian 
Sea and the rich oil and gas fields of 
Central Asia. China is equally one of the 
targets of the US campaign as the latter 
searches to weaken the Chinese regime 
by any means, supporting the separatist 
Muslim group in China included. 
Movements like Islamic Jihad, 
Hizbullah and Hamas are also potential 
targets of the US military campaign 
against the so-called international ter
rorism.
The US administration is also pushing 
hard the European countries to join its 
combat in a drive to foil any European 
attempt to shape up an independent 
stance on international issues. Indeed, 
America has been claiming for a long 
time that Islam is the enemy of Western 
civilization in order to rally the 
Christian world under a single umbrella 
against Islam. Fighting extremism and 
terrorism are just pretexts cleverly 
manipulated by the United States to stab 
Islam in the back. One may inquires 
what is more outrageous than terrorism 
undertaken by America itself. 300,000 
Japanese people were killed and million 
others greatly handicapped, mostly 
civilians, after America dropped two 
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. Moreover, millions of 
Vietnamese were killed without any 
mercy in their homeland by US troops 
which had no other aim but to expand 
American hegemony around the globe. 
Similarly, the US has been for decades 
supporting the Zionist entity with 
weapons and money in its extermina
tion war against the defenseless 
Palestinian people. US generous sup
port of Israel and the former’s perpetual 
use of veto at the UN Security Council 

are just an example of the US biased 
stance towards the Zionists and its irre
sponsible support for state terrorism 
enacted by Israel. The US went against 
the entire world when it left, along with 
Israel, the Anti-Racism Conference in 
Durban. South Africa. The US govern
ment has been supporting Israel when 
the latter carried out massacres and 
atrocities against Palestinians and the 
Lebanese population. One has to recall 
the Sabra, Shatila, Dir Yasseen and Qina 
massacres in the past century. As Israel 
massacred Arabs and Muslims using 
American weaponry, the US adminis
tration considered this as a legitimate 
and civilized act of self-defense. The 
devastation that America has brought in 
Iraq, its domination of the desperate 
Gulf states and everything else in the 
world could be OK. However, to attack 
houses of the desperately poor Afghans 
and to kill civilians in such a brutal 
manner is a crime against humanity! 
Surely, the US will sooner or later pro
voke its own devastation because of its 
endless thirst for hegemony and domi
nation. Its cunent campaign against ter
rorism is just a prelude to its ruin.

Mohammed Abdullah al-Fussail 
Well-known social personality

The United States of 
America is undoubt
edly the super-power 
of the moment. After 
the last terrorist 
attacks in its own 
soil, it is rational to 
retaliate and find the 

culprits. The US has considered this 
attack as a proclamation of war against 
America rather than just a terrorist 
attack. This means that the America has 
the right to retaliate by the ways it 
deems appropriate. Undoubtedly, any 
nation exposed to such attacks will not 
hesitate to wage a furious war against 
the aggressive party, particularly if it 
poses the capability to avenge itself. So, 
the US cannot remain blind on the per
petrators of the attacks as they are capa
ble of unleashing similar other attacks. 
The current war against terrorism 
waged by the US seems to be inevitable 

as America must retaliate against the 
September 11 attacks.
For the most part, the US cannot fight 
terrorism without achieving peace and 
justice and all nations in the US-led 
coalition will remain vulnerable to such 
terrorist attacks because of that. The 
panic that has stricken each American 
citizen in fear of a potential biological 
warfare is just an illustration that per
manent justice is the only way to 
achieve peace and eradicate terrorism. 
America’s war against Afghanistan will 
certainly claim the lives of many inno
cent civilians. For sure, any war will 
end up with the killing of numerous 
civilians. Afghanistan is indeed a per
fect illustration of this since the war will 
not only be aimed at liquidating al- 
Qaeda network and its leader Osama 
bin-Laden but also at overturning the 
ruling Taliban regime. One has just to 
remember how the perpetrators of the 
attacks were brutal as they carried out 
their actions without any consideration 
of the thousands of innocent civilians 
who were aboard the commercial air
crafts and in the World Trade Center. I 
am totally against war, killings, the use 
of civil jetliners to crash into buildings, 
or even the use of a dagger to end one 
man’s life.
Regarding your question about 
America’s aims in this war, we should 
remember that powerful nations 
throughout the human history have been 
eager to dominate the world. At the 
moment, the US is undoubtedly the 
most powerful nation on earth and, 
despite its progress in many domains, 
its greed for power and supremacy (nat
ural human traits) incites America to go 
ahead with its expansionist policies. 
Finally, let us hope and pray the 
Almighty God that what happened in 
America, Chechnya, Afghanistan and 
around the world will create a spiritual 
movement to create balance within the 
American philosophy, mentality and 
goals. And let us hope again that the US 
will work closely with the UN and all 
the European nations to achieve peace, 
justice and lasting freedom for 
mankind.

Continued on page 15
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On the Sideline of Woman & Population’s Symposium:

Towards Activating Woman’s Role in
Economic Activities

Farouk Al-Kamali
Yemen Times 
Taiz

W
omen, as men, have 
lived through differ
ent historic decades 
which were accom
panied by different 

political, social, and economic devel
opments. The fact that ways and modes 
of life changed in our society from the 
1950s to 1970s has also resulted in a 
change of women's thinking, their 
awareness and vision for future, level 
of education in all social, cultural and 
political dimensions of the society.
In the 1950s, women's job was restrict
ed to help their families in farming and 
in the house, especially if her husband 
migrated to another country to get a job 
and provide bread on the plate. In the 
Sixties, we witnessed the first changes 
when women in towns started to have 
access to education and labor opportu
nities. Yemen’s constitution also stipu
lated that they were equal to men. In 
the Seventies, the number of women 
enrolling in schools sharply increased. 
They started to participate in the social, 
cultural and political affairs of their

communities and their country. They 
started to make their voices heard by 
participating in local and international 
meetings and conferences.
Consequently, studies have confirmed 
that women participation is of major 
importance in the process of develop
ment. However, a study of women sit
uations in different sectors such as edu
cation, health services, and political, 
economical, cultural, and social activi
ties pointed out that the percentage of 
poor women have reached 60.3 percent 
against 49.7 percent only for men. 
Other studies also highlighted that 
around 71 percent of women in the 
Yemeni society are still illiterate and 
general female enrollment in schools is 
still low in comparison with men. Two 
thirds of women, particularly girls in 
the basic education, are not attending 
schools, which is a major problem 
according to many specialists.
Yemeni Woman & Economic Activities 
Studies said that the agricultural sector 
is the place in which women spend 
most of her time. Between 680 and 936 
women work in different economic 
sectors, 680 to 936 among them 
worked in villages and in farms. At the 
same time, around 72 of them are 
working in the urban areas. Despite of 
these numbers, statistics pointed out 
that tasks performed by women are

usually basic and its percentage rate 
dropped to 1 percent of the working 
population.. The female employees 
reached 30 percent of the clerical 
works, while women working in hand
icrafts average 15 percent and 10 per
cent as assistants. Female workers in 
the field of sales reached 4 percent.
The Manager of the Women 
Department in the Ministry of Planning 
and Development, Tahani Saeed, pre
sented a working paper in the National 
Symposium. She said that the deterio
ration of economic activities could be 
attributed to the role of women. 
Women are indeed prevented from par
ticipating in public life on an equal foot 
with men and marriage of women at 
early age is also a major obstacle to 
their increasing participation.
The following chart focuses on women 
involvement in economic and non-eco
nomic activities in comparison to men:

Women Men
Economic activities 22 70
Non-economic activities 78 30
Total 100 100

449578 4466610

The study stated that male working 
forces for paid jobs represent 50.6 per
cent of the total, while those who work 
on their own expense total 33.5 per
cent. Whereas the female working

force without pay reached 61.9 percent 
of the total, women with paid jobs 
count for 13.8 percent, which is con
sidered to be the lowest percentage.

Occupation Women Men
Legislators 0.2 1.4
Professionals 2.2 4
Technicians 3.4 6.4
Administrators 0.9 1.7
Servicemen 1.6 13.2
Farmers & fishermen 83.5 3 5.8
Craftsmen 2.4 8.0
Machine operators 0.3 5.4
Primary occupations 5.4 15.3
Other occupations 0.2 8.8
Total 100 100

Studies have confirmed that women's 
representation in the governmental 
decision-making bodies does not 
reflect the reality of increasing 
demands to allow women to participate 
effectively and freely in the political 
arena or mapping out the developmen
tal policies. The following table illus
trates the position of both men and 
women in decision-making process:

Post Women Men Total
Minister 1 33 34
Vice minister 1 20 21
Deputy minister 1 25 26
Deputy assistant 4 53 57
General manager 6 33 39

Women participation in the local elec
tion is also limited. Women's participa
tion in the elections have reached 6 
percent while the male participation 
have reached 94 percent. It cannot be 
denied that female political participa
tion has been clearly encouraged and 
that no kind of political injustice 
towards women can be observed. 
However, our society is still unable or 
unwilling to believe in woman's partic
ipation in politics nor ready to accept 
her in this role. Ways of handling polit
ical issues, either on the governmental 
or opposition levels, do not encourage 
women to take part as they are usually 
done in qat chewing sessions.
Studies have urged women to partici
pate in economic decision-making, 
such as planning and managing proj
ects by adopting practical policies and 
procedures with the aim of augmenting 
women's participation in working on 
the developmental policies in decision
making.
In short, women have the right to par
ticipate in the political life and they 
could mix with men, but in accordance 
with the principles of our religion.

CBY Ordered the Freeze of Suspected Accounts 
Honey Trade Deeply Rooted in the Past 

with no Relation with Terrorist Activities
Mahyoub Al-Kamali

B
anking resources said 
that the Central Bank of 
Yemen (CBY) has 
frozen the accounts of 
some suspected persons. 

Honey traders are convicted of per
forming terrorist acts against the US. 
The sources do not reveal the freeze
accounts numbers or the names for the 
people concerned. Consequently, the 
Yemeni authorities continue investi
gating with honey traders and their 
shops. The sources said that three 
honey shops have closed. The traders 
amazingly received this news and 
appalled by these false news. Sources

indicated that the Al-Nour Honey 
Center is included in the list of sus
pects. Al-Nour Honey Center belongs 
to a Yemeni citizen from Hadhramout 
and situated in Sana'a. The Yemeni 
authorities have made sure of the 
authenticity and legality of the honey 
traders. They said that they have prac
tice this profession for decades and the 
trading of honey is closely related to 
palm trees growing in Hadhramout, 
Shabwa, Ibb, Sada'a, and Sana'a, 
honey traders have denied any relation 
to Bin Laden and they handed this pro
fession from their ancestors. In 
Yemen, there are more than 35 differ
ent kinds of the Yemeni honey. In 
Yemen, the best honey is called Al- 
Douani which is produced in

Hadhramout. It is exported to the 
neighboring countries such as, the 
Gulf countries. In these countries, 
honey is sold in great quantities due to 
its best qualities. The Yemeni govern
ment strongly supports the 
Cooperative Assemblies belonging to 
the beekeepers to diversify its foreign 
exports with the aim of finding alter
natives to the financial revenues from 
non-oil resources.
The local production of honey is still 
low despite the high demand of con
sumers and merchants. As a result of 
this, Yemen has been importing differ
ent kinds of honey as the American, 
the Iranian and the Spanish honey 
according to the freedom of the market 
and the high demands for this product.

Signing Memorandum of Understanding 
with American Oil Company

Hassan Al-Zaidi
Yemen Times

T
he Ministry of Oil signed a 
number of oil production 
agreements with entrepre
neurs and investment com
panies in two important 

areas in the Al-Kamar Gulf, Al-Mahra 
governorate. In a statement to YT 
Barabba, Yemen’s Minister of Oil, said 
the main purpose of the memorandum

was to encourage oil investment in 
Yemen. YT has done its best to find out 
more information about oil sectors, the 
possibility of investment, the pioneering 
companies in oil exploration and the 
conditions of investment. Chairman of 
the Petroleum Exploration & Production 
Board, Eng. Nabeel Al-Qowsi said the 
map has been prepared to specifically 
show oil distribution areas. He added 
that around six oil production sectors 
had been given to six companies, name

ly: Hunt, Canadian Nexen, Total, Deno 
Hungarian Company and a Yemeni 
company. The British Dove Company 
works in sector 35, and at the end of the 
year, the company will be producing 
about 15 thousand barrels a day.
Sixteen international oil companies are 
currently conducting seismic surveys 
and biophysical drilling. This will con
stitute a productive promising capacity. 
Concerning the sectors which are still 
open to the international companies, Al-

Qowsi said that around two sectors had 
been entrusted to an American company 
and four others to a Norwegian compa
ny.
Concerning the sectors located in the 
sea, Al-Qowsi said around 62 sectors 
located in Al-Kamar Gulf were entrust

ed to American companies. 
There is also the seismic 
survey in the deep-sea 
waters in which around 
2000 km of seismic surveys 
have been conducted and 
the second phase of the seis
mic surveys in the north of 
Socatra totaling 3 thousand 
km.
The oil map has been devel
oped depending on scientif
ic information and geologi
cal formation. With regard 
to oil reduction in some oil 
fields, Al-Qowsi said reduc
tion was natural.
Oil production has increased 
to 450 barrels a day and will 
increase to 470 barrels. 
Privileges have been grant
ed to the companies which 
are interested in investing in 
this field. The Chairman of 
the Cooperation emphasized 
the importance of propagan
distic policies and facilities 
granted to the interested 
companies.

Rasheed Barabba Nabeel Al-Kowsi

X Sites reserved by American oil companies 
□ Free block

This map does not represent international boundaries

Who is Benefits from Ruining 
the National Industry? (Part 1)

Jalal Al-Sharaabi 
Managing Editor 
Yemen Times

Y
emeni industries and 
industrialists are going 
through a real crisis 
which will have disas
trous consequences on 

Yemeni economy with the closure of 
many industrial plants, the dismissal 
of many workers and numerous bank
ruptcies. The absence of a clear policy 
to promote local investments and pro
tect the manufacturing sector from 
imports flooding the local markets is 
one of the major factors leading to this 
deteriorating situation.
Moreover, the belief in the Yemeni 
market that the foreign products are 
better than the local ones is wrong. In

fact, this sentiment has also been pro
moted by the Yemeni investors them
selves who have been always away 
from the local press considered to be 
their enemy. So, most of the ads are 
run by the official TV channel but in a 
very unprofessional way. Similarly, the 
advertisement-related techniques are 
not used in a convincing manner, espe
cially when performed by foreigners 
who know nothing about the Yemenis, 
their culture or dialect.
Now, what matters is that the local 
producers went bankrupt and are still 
subjected to official and non-official 
blackmail.
The most important question to be 
asked is: What are the challenges fac
ing the national industries?
Smuggling and flooding local markets 
with foreign products is the first one. 
Smuggling deprives the public budget 
from substantial revenues which could 
help the national economy. Without 
any doubt, the government itself has 
played a major role in this respect by 
neglecting its role of protector of the 
national industry.
Yemen signed a trade agreement with 
Saudi Arabia. This agreement is how
ever in favor of Saudi Arabia and at 
the expense of our national industry. 
Indeed, the agreement allows Saudi 
product to enter our market, while the 
Yemeni products are not allowed to 
enter the Saudi market. There have 
been many media reports relating the 
fact that various Yemeni products, 
such as vegetables and fruits, were not 
allowed to be exported in Saudi 
Arabia. On the long run, flooding

local markets with foreign products 
without finding solutions for promot
ing the national industries will have 
disastrous consequences on the nation
al economy.
According to some statistics, more 
than 20 factories have shut down with
in the last two years due to the failures 
of the government’s policies.

The State Absent of its Role
The absence of the state’s role is 
imposing great demands and responsi
bilities on the business owners side in 
addition to the official demands such 
as taxes, services and others. Many 
businessmen also complain of black
mailing they have been exposed to, 
particularly in money requested for 
protecting the military installations.
Furthermore, the absence of the role of 
the state is reflected in some econom
ic laws, the last of which being the 
Sales Taxes Law, approved by the par
liament despite harming to the nation
al industry. The state must take its 
responsibilities by placing outlets 
nationwide under strict surveillance. 
Moreover, the state has to vigorously 
promote and focus its attention on the 
national industry. For instance, the 
products of the well-known business 
groups like Hail Saeed Group, Thabet 
Brothers Group, Athban Group and 
others are subjected to supervision and 
testing, while the imported products 
are not subjected to the same measures 
which is an additional cost.

Security before Investment
Business families in Yemen do not feel 
secure as their products are always 
intercepted for blackmail purposes by 
some tribal groups, in addition to the 
municipality development fees 
demanded at each check-point.
The new questions are: Who benefits 
from ruining the national industry in 
this ruthless manner and what are the 
benefits of doing so?
The state has to reconsider its 
approach in this regard before the 
catastrophe is unavoidable. The 
Yemeni economy is in a desperate con
dition and will not support any further 
deterioration which can be caused the 
businessmen who could move their 
activities overseas instead of being 
bothered in doing business in Yemen.

Hayel Saeed Ana’am Abdulwahid Thabet

Economy News
Free Zone Signs 5 Agreements

The General Authority of the Aden 
Free Zone signed with a number of 
companies and organizations five 
agreements related to construction. 
About YR 182 million will be spent 
on the construction of a exhibit hall, 
trucks parking, and a 3,500 meter- 
long road.

Symposium on Second-Hand and 
Imported Products
An economic magazine published by 
Saba News Agency organized a sym
posium on importing of second-hand 
products, particularly second-hand 
cars. The symposium urged the gov
ernment to take measures and enact 
laws which will regulate imports of

second-hand cars in an effort to pro
tect the environment.

Yemeni Salt Awarded a European 
Medal

The public Authority for Salt in Aden 
won a European gold medal for its 
high quality for the year 2001. This 
medal is a recognition of the high 
quality of Yemeni salt due to the high 
percentage of salt in the Arabian Sea.

Germany Finances New Projects 
During a meeting of the Yemeni- 
German Committee, Germany prom
ised to finance a number of projects in 
sanitation, health and family planning. 
The projects are estimated at DM 30 
million per year.
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By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Zionist Arithmetic, 1 = 40
N

 o one was happier to see 
the former Israeli hard
line Minister of Tourism 
dead than Ariel Sharon! 
He desperately needed 

some excuse to carry on quenching his 
thirst for blood and to tell the world 
that it can cry about terrorism all it 
wants to, but Israeli terrorism is here to 
stay. Surely had the Israeli minister not 
died something else would have come 
up as an excuse for Sharon to unleash 
his butchers on the Palestinians, shoot
ing left and right at anything 
Palestinian that moves. Of course, he 
knew that this was simply not the right 
way to behave, when his best allies are 
telling him, look Ariel calm down, we 
have other business to tend to. Rather 
than understand his allies' predicament, 
he goes on to say that he is just doing 
exactly what they are doing in 
Afghanistan, only that he is doing it 
better than they are in Palestine, thanks 
to the experience he has had in spilling 
Palestinian blood everywhere he can 
find it and at every opportunity.
Yes, the bloodshed is proceeding at 
high speed in the Holy Land and no 
one seems to able to understand how to 
stop it, not even Israel's strongest allies 
and main backers can tone down the 
thirst for Palestinian blood that Ariel 
Sharon has, nor the fact that he is now 
an internationally declared criminal 
against humanity. He is still thinking 
that the American Zionist lobby can 
handle the American Administration, 
and that Anthrax is more of a worry to 
Mr. George Bush than the normal busi
ness that Israel is conducting in 
Palestine, as far as Ariel Sharon sees it. 
One must admit that Sharon has a lot of 
nerve, or that he is confident that what 
Mr. Bush and Mr. Powell and Mr. Blair 
are saying are merely empty words that 
are meant to buy time for the continua
tion of the "coalition", while the 
Afghans continue to suffer in a more 
dramatic way, all in the name of fight
ing terror.
This observer thinks that the word ter
ror has been so overplayed that it is no 
longer meant to mean exactly what it 
should imply. Terror can only be terror 
if it comes with a Moslem accent, in 
Sharon's dictionary and he is insistent 
on trying to make Israel the vanguard 
of the fight against Islamic terror as the 
West now seems to understand it,

notwithstanding all the lip service 
being pronounced on the international 
media and all the nicely drawn leaflets 
being thrown out of the C-130 planes 
preceding the F-16s and Stealth and B- 
52s that are knocking down the 
remaining mud walls in Afghanistan 
and the hundreds of civilians, who 
have never even heard of the World 
Trade Center, let alone know where it 
is.
The same seems to apply to the 
Palestinians, only the Palestinians 
know who the Israeli Tourism Minister 
was, and his unabashed record of 
hatred for Palestinians, backed by a 
distinguished military record of killing 
many Palestinians by his own hand. 
The arithmetic here is far different in 
many respects. The Palestine 
Liberation Organization and the many 
Palestinian organizations that exist, 
including the Palestine Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine were not born 
out of a mere desire to kill for the sake 
of killing, as the Zionist propaganda 
machine likes to make them out to be. 
These organizations were born out of 
suffering that human history has not 
seen since the concentration camps of 
the Nazis. In fact the West Bank and 
Gaza are no more than giant concentra
tion camps, with the Palestinians being 
subjected to a continuous barrage of 
death raids unleashed by the offshoots 
of the Haganah, Stem and Irgun gangs 
that were killing Palestinians left and 
right for close to 30 years before the 
British found themselves unable to 
control the very baby they gave birth to 
in 1947. Yet that is called nationalism 
and the murder gangs mentioned are 
put up as freedom fighters. What a 
farce! The Palestinians have lost their 
land, their homes, their churches, their 
mosques and even their olive trees at 
the hands of the worst organized terror
ism history has ever known, but the 
Western media continues to picture this 
terrorism as self defense!
In the Holy Land, semantics has been 
turned to mean that words and ideas 
should have the opposite meaning they 
imply. Sharon is viewed as a national 
hero, while Yassir Arafat is viewed as a 
terrorist. The aggressor is a hero and 
the vanquished is the criminal. The use 
of guns, helicopters, tanks, and just 
about every killing tool is perfectly 
permissible against a people doing no

more than shouting and hurling stones, 
because that is in self defense. What a 
mockery of the sense of justice that the 
West is now declaring it intends to see 
done in the Middle East!
One Israeli demagogue dies in a mys
terious plot that brings about a lot of 
questions, in the smooth way it was 
undertaken. Note that the killing was 
done in the heart of the citadel that 
Israel purports to be and note that the 
killing was almost allowed to occur, as 
if the Israelis had in fact invited the 
Minister's killers to carry out the assas
sination and let them easily get away.. 
Of course, the Israeli killing of the 
PFLP leader a few months ago was no 
more than anti-terrorism, whereas the 
killing of a man with open hatred for 
the Palestinians is viewed as murder, 
although the Israelis, in all likelihood 
sanctioned it. The Zionist dogma has 
no qualms about stating that the ends 
justify the means. If the killing of the 
Tourism Minister means we can get 50 
Palestinians killed and destroy so many 
villages along the way, in an effort to

"smoke out the killers", to use the 
phrase of Mr. Bush on the Afghani 
campaign. For now, Israel is borrow
ing the slogans of the coalition to show 
that it is an active member of the coali
tion, although no one even invited 
them to join the coalition, just so Israel 
does not get carried away with its thirst 
for blood in the name of the Coalition. 
But Israel has forced itself into it, in 
making it clear that the Coalition was 
created for Israel to find international 
legitimacy for carrying on with its 
thirst for blood.
We are not sure, but it is clear that the 
Americans will have to make do on 
dismissing their policy of bias and 
uneven treatment of the factions in the 
Middle East. It is time that Israel real
izes that it is becoming a menace to 
world peace and international stability 
and indeed is producing the right cli
mate for breeding terrorism, which to a 
large extent, may have its justifica
tions, as Sharon's own brand of terror
ism has clearly shown. The arithmetic 
tells it all.

Fair is Foul and Foul is Fair
Sami Saeed

B
esides the amazing tech
nology revolution, the 
third millennium has 
brought us the most civ
ilized lessons and new 

discoveries conducted by the Israeli- 
American superpower.
The American economic and military 
strength united with the Jews cunning, 
try not only to violate human rights all 
over the world in order to secure their 
own materialistic interests, but also 
try to turn facts into falsehoods.
After the collapse of the Soviet Union 
which marked the end of the Cold 
War, the USA was astonished to be the 
sole power on the globe that pos
sessed the right to impose the law of 
the jungle, which is claims to be the 
most civilized policies on Earth. 
During this time there is no power to 
question America, the king of the jun
gle.
When America says that attacking 
Nagazaki and Hiroshima with atomic 
bombs is an act not harmful to human
ity, other animals on the small farm 
should nod their heads with ‘yes’ only. 
Fighting the Muslims all over the 
world is a must, and all the friends of 
America should participate in the holy 
war.
Iraq occupied Kuwait and should be

horrificly punished for doing so, while 
Israel is only restoring its rights buried 
on Palestine for so long.
America is not occupying the Gulf 
region to confiscate its oil; it is only 
protecting them from unknown ene
mies.
The daily slaughter of the Palestinian 
women and children, the destruction 
of their property and the damage to 
their cultivated lands are all good 
deeds, but throwing stones at Israeli 
tanks and armored vehicles are crimes 
against humanity.
Other nations are prohibited from pos
sessing weapons of mass destruction 
and cross-continental missiles, for 
such properties should only be inherit
ed by Americans and Jews.
America uses democracy to impose 
the acceptance of globalization on all 
inhabitants on Earth; the World Bank 
is no more than a friend. The helpless 
president of Palestine, Yasser Arafat, 
is a murderer, while Ariel Sharon a 
peaceful herald. The Israeli troops 
who carry machine guns in Palestine 
are victims; the Palestinian children 
who carry stones are wild cats.
This is the wisdom we have been 
taught by America. The good is bad 
and the bad is good; Israelis are right, 
Palestinians are wrong; America is a 
friend, Islam is an enemy; and fair is 
foul and foul is fair.

Dear Editor,
I am an American. I have been read
ing many news sources on the Internet 
both to learn more about other peoples 
and cultures and to see world reaction 
and opinion in regards to the recent 
turmoil that is affecting us all.
I have read your editorial about the tar
geting of Muslims and Arabs in 
America and Canada. I am saddened 
that you may think this is something 
common here.
I want you to know that such hatred is 
not as widespread as the media may 
have people believe; indeed myself 
and many others I know are actively 
speaking out against such prejudice. It 
can be difficult to decipher from media 
reports, but there are in fact steps 
being taken towards awareness, toler
ance, and the safety of those popula
tions, both on community and official 
levels.
My message to you is, please do not 
believe that the majority of American 
people are so prejudiced, that they hate 
so blindly, that they would all commit 
such acts. As in any country there are 
people who do hate, but they are not 
representative of our nation. My heart 
is with all those around the world who 
have suffered from the hatred of oth

ers. At the bottom of it all, we are all 
humans upon this earth, and it is only 
by human respect and tolerance from 
all that we can hope to get past crises 
such as we are all facing now.
I simply cannot believe it is the will of 
our Creator to hate and kill one anoth
er. We must all take responsibility in 
our personal lives to ensure that we do 
not forget that, in spite of geographi
cal, cultural, or political differences.
I wish peace to you, and to us all.

Trish I.
USA 

irishpages@netlane.com

Dear Editor,
I read your article about Americans 
attacking Muslims in the United 
States. While it is true that there have 
been some attacks, you make it sound 
like all Muslims are being persecuted 
here and that the government and 
media are not doing anything about it. 
There have been repeated pleas from 
the President and the media not to 
attack Muslims, because the war is not 
against Muslims but against terrorists. 
Over and over again, governors and 
mayors all over the USA have been 
going to mosques and spreading the 
word of peace. A group of terrorists

does not represent an entire race or 
religion. That fact is true everywhere. 
There are good and bad people in 
every race and every religion. Racism 
is here and everywhere. But believe 
me that it is looked down upon, and 
the vast majority of the people here are 
not racist. The punishment for hate 
crimes has been more severe over the 
last few years. The more educated the 
person the less likely they will be 
racist. The acts of terror are always 
committed by ignorant people.
Being an American that grew up in 
Saudi Arabia, I know that not all Arabs 
hate Americans. I have met several 
nice people of Arab origin that were 
intelligent and peaceful. I have also 
had Arab people that have spit in my 
face for being American. I have been 
told to go back to my country and that 
I was a devil woman. I have been 
cursed out in Arabic for no reason and 
have had a friend ” Ali," who got into a 
fistfight coming to my defense. You 
cannot judge a whole race by the 
action of certain individuals.

Leyla C.
CatsEye013@aol.com

Response to: "Enough is Enough!" 
First of all, I am a simple 62 year old 
farmer in the mountains of Virginia 
and, thanks to the marvel of the inter
net, I can read your good paper.
Reading the news of the brutal murder

of young Tariq just sickens me. 
However, please understand that the 
vast majority of our citizens deplore 
this sort of action, as I think most of 
your people do also.
What you see here is a group of thugs 
acting out of sheer hate. This is evil at 
its worst and will not be tolerated. But 
this is very rare in Canada and the U.S. 
Our laws will not let this go unpun
ished and this is where we differ from 
some Middle Eastern states. We live 
together peaceably with many nation
alities, religions, and races. I am a 
devout Reformed Presbyterian but my 
neighbors are Methodists, Baptists, 
Catholics, Jews, etc. We accept each 
other as children of God even though 
we differ in our distinctive beliefs. I 
cannot understand why you make no 
reference to the two Christian girls 
who are being tried in Afghanistan just 
for being Christians. They have devot
ed their lives to service and were there 
only to help the impoverished and 
starving people. Is it right to execute 
these young ladies for sharing what 
they believe is Truth? What they 
believe is their peaceable calling on 
this Earth? All this is just too compli
cated for me to comprehend. I hope 
someone helps me understand this.

Paul Cunningham 
teleserv@cfw.com

More letters on page 14

Yemeni-Saudi Relationship Towards 
Progress and Development

Emad Al-Saqqaf
Taiz Bureau
Chief

T
he 22nd of June was not 
only a historical and 
memorable day, it was 
also a stepping-stone for 
establishing strong ties 

and a better future for Arab relations, 
enhancing the importance of settling 
disputes among the Arab States using 
peaceful means and putting aside dis
agreements. The Yemenis and Saudis 
have produced miracles of using 
exemplary civilized behavior to settle 
disputes using logical policies. They 
have achieved a resounding victory in 
terms of establishing strong ties for the 
two sisterly countries. This relation 
cannot be firmly established unless we 
take into consideration economic 
cooperation, as the Prime Minister Mr. 
Abdulkader Bajammal said that the 
economic relationship will be able to 
flourish and prosper when the political 
hindrances are removed. Accordingly, 
the Jeddah Treaty is a turning point for 
a prosperous and successful beginning 
between these two countries. Signing 
the Jeddah Border Treaty on June 12. 
2000, Sana'a and Riyadh were able to 
overcome all the obstacles and tension 
dominating relations between the two 
countries over 60 years. This has actu
ally opened doors and created a con

ducive atmosphere for a new era of 
cooperation and partnership in various 
fields. This was translated into action 
by the leadership of the two countries. 
Research by the Yemen Times main
tains that since signing the Yemeni- 
Saudi border treaty, a new page has 
been opened in the relations between 
the two countries. The agreement 
restored the strong historic ties for the 
benefit of people in the two countries. 
The economic relationship is of great 
importance for building up a sound 
infrastructure in all aspects of life such 
as roads, electricity, transportation, 
telecommunication, health, education, 
and the initiation of real investment 
serving the people of the two coun
tries. We are glad to hear that the 
Saudi newspaper has published news 
articles saying that the Saudi 
Government has granted scholarships 
to Yemeni students. Such visits will 
help promote bilateral cooperation 
among businessmen of the two coun
tries. This is a good step towards open
ing up a new horizon for education 
relations. So now, we are waiting 
impatiently for informative coopera
tion and experience exchanges in all 
aspects of life.
It is obvious that the Jeddah Land and 
Sea Border Treaty has broken all bar
riers standing in the face of developing 
relations between the two countries. It 
has also produced a good opportunity 
for businessmen from both countries 
to establish ties and invest freely with 
no restraints.

mailto:CatsEye013@aol.com
mailto:teleserv@cfw.com
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Child Labor in Yemen
and Globalization of the Economy

Samira Ali BinDaair 
Programme Manager 
IPEC/ILO.Yemen

Poverty and Child Labor
The problem of child labor in Yemen 
has been increasing, along with pover
ty, over recent years. Accurate statistics 
are not available on the magnitude of 
the problem, and the 1994 Census 
underestimated the figure of working 
children at 232,000. The same source 
states that in recent years, at least 35 
percent of the workforce are aged 10 
and above, and that the number of chil
dren between 0 and 14 is stated to be 
around 8 million. The workforce sur
vey undertaken by the CSO in 2000 
estimated that children form 9 percent 
of the total workforce. The total num
ber of working children in the 6-14 age 
group is 326,608, amongst whom 
167,774 are females. This implies a 
high dependency ratio with almost half 
the population being children, also 
implying a high demand for education 
and health care. However, with the 
economic reform package and the 
introduction of user fees in education 
and cost recovery in health, the socio
economic indicators for Yemen have 
taken a downward spiral in the last 
decade.
Although some improvements have 
been made at the macroeconomic level 
as a result of financial restructuring, 
the microeconomic level reveals that 
poverty has become more serious as 
people’s wages and real income have 
decreased in line with increasing 
unemployment and inflation. 
According to the Poverty and 
Information Monitoring System of the 
UNDP, the richest 10 percent get 34 
percent of national income and spend 
25.5 percent of all expenditures, while 
the poorest 10 percent of households 
spend a mere 3.5 percent. Thus, child 
labor is rampant as families face huge 
difficulties in meeting their most basic 
requirements, like food and shelter. 
Yemen is also classified as a Food

Deficit country and imports over 75 
percent of its main staple, wheat. It is 
also estimated that 2.7 million people 
are below the food poverty line (WFP) 
because of low purchasing power, but 
the figures are suspected to be much 
higher than stated. Population growth 
(annual growth rate of 3.5 percent) is 
another factor that presents many chal
lenges to a country classified as an 
LDC (Less Developed Countries), 
rated 148th among 174 countries in 
terms of the Human Development 
Index.
One third of the population is involved 
in agriculture, whereas agriculture rep
resents only a small contribution to the 
Gross National Product. Only 3.8 per
cent of the workforce is engaged in the 
industry sector, while 16 percent are 
found in the public sector and com
merce. As the returns from agriculture 
are low and that most people depend on 
rain-fed agriculture, people from the 
countryside migrate massively to the 
urban areas. This exacerbates the situa
tion in the rural areas, which become 
further neglected creating problems of 
desertification which in turn leads to 
the destruction of arable land from 
which farmers could have made a liv
ing. Those who immigrate to the cities 
and become displaced get into a 
vicious cycle of poverty in urban towns 
and are unable to return home, creating 
fertile ground for child labor. Poverty 
is cited to be a major factor for child 
labor as families come to depend more 
and more on their children's incomes 
especially in female headed house
holds or when the father earns a low 
income or is unemployed.

The Social Safety Net
In the Second Five Year Development 
Plan of 2001-2005, the sector reform 
programs adopted the food security 
strategy with poverty eradication as a 
development objective (UNDP), with 
a national plan of action along with the 
poverty reduction strategy established 
by the IMF and World Bank. Other ini

tiatives include the strengthening of the 
existing safety nets and the maximiza
tion of agricultural productivity to 
ensure long-term sustainability. 
However, the focus is more directed to 
draw up policies and technical assis
tance with less resources to implement 
those policies. So far. very little evi
dence exists in measuring the impact of 
these poverty alleviation programs on 
the poor.
The productive sectors have not ade
quately been accounted for in these 
policies and investment in Yemen faces 
several obstacles. The Civil Service 
Reforms have yet to be implemented in 
order to eliminate the bureaucracy and 
red tape that stand in the way of invest
ment. Returns from investment with 
equitable social protection policies 
could go a long way towards address
ing the different aspects of poverty by 
strengthening social sectors and by 
achieving the so-called “sustainable 
livelihood.”

Education and Child Labor
Education is another major factor con
nected with child labor. Problems with
in education like poor quality classes, 
inadequate supply of qualified teachers 
and imbalances between different geo
graphical areas militate against higher 
enrollment rates. This, needless to say, 
leads to higher numbers of school age 
children entering the employment mar
ket. The enrollment rate at the national 
level in 1st grade is 51 percent of total 
school age children and at 6th grade it 
drops to 27 percent. There are huge 
gender disparities in school enrollment 
rates particularly in rural areas. In 
those regions, girls have to walk long 
distances to attend school and are over
burdened with domestic tasks such as 
taking care of the livestock or search
ing for water supplies. Even if schools 
with the right facilities existed, all 
these tasks would leave them little time 
for it. The government of Yemen has 
taken positive steps to increase girls 
enrollment and the Ministry of

Education has formulated a Girls’ 
Education Strategy which includes 
increasing female schools in lowly 
provided areas. The Dutch govern
ment. is also assisting the Ministry of 
Education in implementing the girls 
education strategy and UNICEF has 
undertaken a lot of teacher training for 
females in rural areas. Furthermore, 
with the World Bank’s “Basic 
Education Development Strategy,” one 
would hope for better delivery of edu
cation to the children of Yemen, higher 
enrollment rates, and less children 
engaged in petty trade on the streets. 
However, the achievement of the 
“Education for All" pledge which was 
decided at Jomtien and “Universal 
Primary Education" require interven
tions beyond the educational sector, 
more specifically in terms of address
ing the structural causes of poverty.

Hazards of Child Labor
Children workers are faced with many 
dangers, both physical and psychologi
cal. Chemicals and toxins are often 
inhaled causing irreparable damages 
on the mental and body structures 
along with accidents at the workplace, 
as indicated by researches in other 
countries. Another problem in Yemeni 
child labor is that the majority of them 
are employed in the informal sector. 
This makes it more dangerous and chil
dren more prone to exploitation and 
abuse, since this sector is not covered 
by the Labor Law. In Turkey and 
Egypt, several researches revealed that 
the children were exposed to danger
ous toxins while working in the leather 
tanning industries, in painting activi
ties as well as in poorly ventilated 
places. In Lebanon, children working 
in tobacco culture were also found to 
be exposed to many hazards eventually 
causing severe brain damages. 
Needless to say. children are more vul
nerable in their developmental stages 
and knowing one’s enemy is half the 
battle won as the saying goes. In many 
cases, minor changes were made like 
protective gear or safety equipment for 
those children who could not be imme
diately removed from work sites in an 
aim to dramatically improve their 
working conditions and eliminate 
work-related hazards. Rather than 
children contributions to their families 
with light and safe work, our discus
sion is focused on the more sinister and 
dangerous kinds of employment in 
which many children are involved.

Legislation on Child Labor and 
International Conventions
Yemen signed several international 
conventions with the ILO, like 
Convention 138 which sets the 
Minimum Age for Employment and 
Convention 182 on eliminating the 
worst forms of child labor. Although 
national legislation also exists, it is still 
not very explicit in addressing the issue 
of child labor. One of the objectives of 
the International Program on the 
Elimination of Child Labor of the ILO 
in Yemen is to undertake the task of 
harmonizing national legislation with 
international standards related to child 
labor.
The International Labor Organization 
has traditionally operated in different 
countries through a tripartite partner
ship, i.e., the Government represented 
by the Ministry of Labor, the Workers 
Unions or Trade Unions and 
Employers Organizations represented 
by the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry in Yemen. However, a special 
program (IPEC) was established within 
the ILO which would tackle the prob
lem of child labor in different countries 
because child workers needs differ 
from those of adults.

The Response from the ILO
The International Program for the 
Elimination of Child Labor in Yemen 
will launch many projects, which will 
address the different dimensions of 
child labor, under the umbrella of the 
Program with different partners. Four 
projects have already been formulated: 
a project with the Ministry of Labor, a 
project with the CLU of the General 
Federation of Workers’ Unions, one 
with the Federation of Yemeni 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
and with Child Labor Units established 

in all three organizations and supported 
by IPEC. The projects will largely con
centrate on capacity building to sup
port the Child Labor Units. The three 
organizations will work in close part
nership as each will have a different 
role to play in fighting against child 
labor in Yemen.
The Ministry of Labor, the official 
body which signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with ILO. will under
take the task of protection through 
Inspectorate and the field monitoring 
in a progressive plan to remove chil
dren from the most hazardous employ
ment. It is also responsible for legisla
tion and legislative reforms, as well as 
being the resource center for all infor
mation connected with child labor. The 
Workers’ Unions have a role to play in 
entering into collective bargaining with 
the employers as well as coordinating 
with the Inspectorate a campaign of 
awareness for the children and commu
nities. The CLU of the FYCCI will ini
tially conduct awareness raising cam
paigns along with the employers and. 
later on, will involve them in rehabili
tation programs for child workers.
A research is also being undertaken as 
a fourth project with national research 
teams who will work on a critical sur
vey of the phenomenon of child labor 
in Yemen. Findings are expected to be 
incorporated into the National Policy 
and Program Framework for the 
Elimination of Child Labor in Yemen. 
This will be looked at closer by the 
Ministry of Labor in close coordination 
with the World Bank.
A project is being formulated in collab
oration with the Ministry of Education 
to address the issue of education and 
special needs of child workers. A sec
ond one will be formulated with the 
NGO sector where rehabilitation pro
grams will be established by IPEC 
within the NGOs as well as different 
services given to child workers in 
drop-in centers such as education, 
food, counseling, and other help. A 
special program was set up to target the 
parents of child workers and provide 
them with alternatives to generate 
income. To alleviate child work with
out any serious alternatives already in 
place would indeed be disastrous and it 
is necessary to lay down an institution
al framework to offer those alterna
tives. The Ministry of Information is 
also formulating a comprehensive 
media program in coordination with 
IPEC to include child labor on its 
media agenda. More projects may be 
formulated with other partners as the 
need arises.
Furthermore, an important aspect of 
this program is also networking with 
different governmental and interna
tional organizations in order to be 
linked with important ongoing pro
grams in the country, as all these proj
ects are considered to be pilot in order 
to show the possibilities and establish a 
comprehensive program. However, 
budgets are limited and IPEC or any 
other organization for that matter can
not do it alone. The aim is to convince 
the government of Yemen to adopt a 
policy with the possible assistance of 
the World Bank and any other organi
zation that will address the issue of 
progressive elimination of child labor.

This obviously cannot happen 
overnight. We need to combine other 
programs of poverty alleviation, 
income generation. educational 
reforms and development programs in 
the country. As I said before, we need 
to tackle the fundamental causes of this 
phenomenon for which cosmetic sur
gery will definitively not work. It is 
only the beginning of a long journey 
that may take a decade or two.
Turkey has been following this path for 
the past decades but are still far from 
eliminating child labor despite having 
the best program in the region.

The Private Sector and Child Labor 
The private sector has equally a very 
important role to play in combating 
child labor, as done in other countries 
like India and others. There, the 
employers organizations have actually 
helped to support the education and 
training of child workers. Since most 
employers organizations claim that 
children usually work for the informal 
sector, which is not within the jurisdic
tion of employers organizations, they 
avoid accusation of being the culprits. 
However, they can play a positive role 
in forcing small-size employers to 
upgrade working conditions of chil
dren by making the work sites safer, 
and in forcing employers to give 
opportunities to children of getting 
education and health services. The 
industrial sector in India actually 
helped to support vocational training 
programs for children and so improv
ing their skills, creating socio-econom
ic mobility and eventually getting them 
out of the vicious cycle of poverty. 
Other countries in South East Asia also 
launched successful programs with the 
support of employers organizations 
which, in any case, have a vested inter
est in creating a skilled workforce for 
the future.
Something is missing in Yemen, that is 
a strong Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry as it can play a 
very crucial role in reducing child 
labor. As an organization dealing with 
regional and international organiza
tions in promoting trade, the 
Federation is suffering from financial 
shortage and technical support to 
improve the productive sector. The 
productive sectors profits will indeed 
finance the social sectors which are 
facing a financial crisis. We cannot for
ever depend on loans or aid packages it 
times when most international organi
zations are talking about phasing out 
from various projects and cutting 
budgets. If we are thinking of joining 
the World Trade Organization in this 
age of globalization, we should re
think our present strategy as it is a loss 
to the national economy.
We have to seriously consider the 
future of this country where more than 
half of the school age population is out 
working on the streets, without a prop
er education or skills to improve the 
quality of their lives. Surely, as we all 
had the opportunity to survive, we owe 
to the present generation to open the 
same windows of opportunities. 
Considering how we adults have 
messed up the world for them, the 
choice is ours now but it may not be so 
very soon.
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Eradicate Polio Virus
Prepared for 
publishing by 
Ismail Ali Al- 
Ghabri

I
mmunization is one of the 
most cost-effective health 
interventions which forms an 
essential component of PHC. 
The principal target group are 

newly-born children who are protect
ed by vaccination against diseases: 
diphtheria, whopping cough, tetanus, 
poliomyelitis, tuberculosis, measles 
and hepatitis B.
In 1996, National Immunization Days 
to eradicate polio started in order to 
improve immunization coverage. The 
MOPH managed to reach 72 percent 
coverage nationwide by the end of 
1999. This was achieved by support 
given by WHO, UNICEF and other 
donors and partners. Policy-makers 
may have to resume national pro
grams while at the same time strength
ening the immunization capacity of 
the PHC system. Both approaches 
would need the support of an active 
health education program. 
Strengthening the immunization func
tion of existing PHC facilities requires 
trained health workers, especially 
females, vaccines and refrigeration 
facilities as well as effective surveil
lance of pregnancies and births.
Immunization of infants is an impor
tant aspect of the breeder issue of 
mother and child health care (repro

ductive Health). Indeed, mothers and 
infants are the most vulnerable popu
lation group which is facing severe 
health risks during delivery and in the 
pre- and post-natal periods. In Yemen, 
these risks translate into high mortali
ty rates. As for mothers, the mortality 
rate is estimated to be 9 to 14 per thou
sand live births, and as for infants 
about 80 per thousand live births.
Many workshops on immunization 
were organized in a drive to prepare 
and implement a child immunization 
program. The mechanism used to 
carry out the program focused on a 
decentralized and vertical approach at 
the governorate level. Planing and 
implementation were left to regional 
health directors, while MOPH was 
responsible for supplies, social mobi
lization, monitoring and evaluation. A 
number of international agencies, 
notably UNICEF, WHO and bilateral 
donors, assisted the program by sup
plying hardware and software such as 
vehicles, vaccines, cold chain equip
ment and technical assistance. For the 
success of any program with such 
dimensions, local support and com
munity participation became the most 
vital issues. This support was organ
ized by the governor of each gover
norate who mobilized political and 
community participation through 
meetings with tribal chiefs and local 
leaders. Efforts were focused on des
ignated target groups in relation with 
their specific needs, traditional atti
tudes and aspirations. Information on 

the program and its potential benefits 
were disseminated to the people in a 
language they could understand, by 
using a variety of mass media and 
community channels besides inter
personal communication.
A national plan of action, which 
included regional targets, social mobi
lization systems, cold chains, logistics 
and deployment, was prepared. 
Immunization schedules were drawn 
up for the first, second and third round 
and their implementation proceeded 
largely as planned. As a result, nation
al immunization levels in the North 
rose dramatically to about 60 to 80 
percent by 1990, more or less match
ing the standard that had already been 
achieved in the rest of the country.
Finally, since 1996, the Republic of 
Yemen has achieved considerable suc
cess in implementing its health plan 
for virus eradication. Now, Yemen has 
a distinguished place among the coun
tries of East Mediterranean for being 
free form this disease. This proves the 
determination and sincerity of the 
Republic of Yemen to implement the 
international agreement on children’s 
rights. The Ministry of Health made 
available this vaccine free of charge to 
every child and built a national center 
to monitor epidemic ailments. 
Therefore, Yemen has earned respect 
and appreciation of international 
health organizations and donating 
countries and is about to get an inter
national health certificate for the erad
ication of Infantile Paralyses disease.

Malaria Hits Hard
60% of the Yemeni population are at risk of malaria

M
alaria has always 
been the top 
health problem in 
the Republic of 
Yemen, whose 

population is about 18 million, and 
of particular concern during the 
1980s and 1990s. The epidemic sit
uation of malaria deteriorated in the 
1990s due to various political, eco
nomic, and meteorological factors. 
It is estimated that 60% of Yemeni 
population is at risk of catching 
malaria. To discuss the problem, 
Mr. Ismael Al Ghaberi met the
General Manager of the National 
Program for Rolling Pack Malaria. Dr. 
Shawki Abdullah Almawery.

Q: Why has malaria become one of 
the world’s leading global prob
lems?
A: It is indeed the main concern of 
many nations in the world. So, the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
adopted a new strategy three decades 

ago in order to eradicate this serious 
epidemic disease. Unfortunately, this 
strategy failed mainly because of the 
parasite’s resistance to drugs and insec
ticides and the overall cost of the cam
paign which depleted the third world 
countries financial resources. At a 
meeting of the WHO which took place 
in Amsterdam in 1994, the discussions 
focused on the global state of malaria, 
its immediate diagnosis and early treat
ment, and the adoption of new strate
gies to get rid of it.

Q: What are the main causes of the 
the spread of malaria in Yemen?
A: Malaria reached epidemic propor
tions, particularly during the 1990s. A 
number of reasons contributed to its 
spread. Firstly, the huge number of 
immigrants from Yemen’s neighboring 
countries, where generally malaria 
breeds, carried the disease with them.
The worse part is that the Horn of 
Africa is a perfect meteorological sys

tem for malaria, as heavy rainfalls, 
rise in temperature and in humidity 
are observed. Undoubtedly, Yemen is 
also classified as one of the countries 
where epidemic malaria is spreading 
fast.
The disease can be successfully diag
nosed at a rate of 90 percent. It has 
been confirmed that epidemic areas 
are generally overpopulated regions 
where the mortality rate reached the 
number of 10,000.
As a result, the affected cases of 
spleen reached 70 percent in the high 
and middle areas, and more than 

10,000 affected cases were found in the 
low areas.

Q: Do you have any plans or new 
strategies for reducing malaria?
Our objective is:
- To establish a strong and well-organ
ized National Center for National 
Malaria Control Program (NMCP) 
based in Sana'a. We want this program 
to have strong infrastructure facilities 
capable to plan, execute, monitor, 
supervise and evaluate the different 
control activities for malaria.
- To train national cadres capable of 
planning, running, supervising and 
evaluating the different control activi
ties for malaria.
- To reduce the mortality rate by 80% 
by the end of the 5-year strategy 2001- 
2005.
- To achieve malaria eradication from 
Suqatra Island by the end of the 5-year 
plan 2001-2005.

In conclusion, through the 
channel of Yemen Times, 
the General Manager of the 
National Program stressed 
on the cooperative efforts to 
be made to get rid of this 
epidemic. The Manager 
pointed out the significance 
of cooperation between 
Yemen. Saudi Arabia, 
Oman, international organi
zations, donor countries, 
and non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) to 
work side by side to get rid 
of malaria and other epi
demic diseases. He highly 
spoke of the leading role 
played by the Sultanate of 
Oman in helping Yemen 
with means of transporta
tion at a joint meeting 
between both nations focus
ing on eradicate malaria.
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YEMENI POTTERY:
A Happy Marriage of Art, Craft and Functionality

Karen Dabrowska

Y
emen is a country of 
pots: water vessels, 
incense burners, coffee 
rosters, jugs and cups, 
smoking apparatuses, 

cooking pots, braziers and toys which 
all provide a penetrating flash of 
insight into Yemeni history, culture and 
social life.
Archaeologists have worked on sites in 
Yemen for several decades and 
research has been carried out on pot
tery dating back to the fourth and fifth 
centuries BC.
Incense burners (majmarah) are 
amongst the most brightly-decorated, 
artistic pots, as they are used for the 
conspicuous consumption of a precious 
commodity, which has been traded and 
used in South Arabia for about 3000 
years. The legend of the Queen of 
Sheba reflects the power and wealth of 
the kingdoms in northern Yemen which 
engaged in the long-distance trade in 
incense between South Arabia and 
Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, 
India and even China.
The trade for which the region became 
famous ended in the fourth century 
AD, principally due to the spread of 
Christianity which replaced earlier reli
gions characterized by rituals requiring 
the use of incense, the economic 
decline of Rome and warring between 
south Arabian states.
As in the past, incense is used in the 
home primarily during social gather
ings and presented as a gift. The 
incense burner is often passed from 
guest to guest, each person receiving it 
with their right hand, drawing it closer 
to their face and waving the vapor to 
their nose with their left hand while 
praising the host. In some rural areas 
incense is burned as protection against 
the ‘evil-eye.’ It also has medicinal 
qualities.
Until recently, all water for use in the 
home had to be fetched daily by the 
women of the household, who trans
ported it in pottery jars or gourds until 
plastic buckets or metal jerry cans were 
introduced. Some water jars were 
intended purely for decorative use. The 
largest storage jar (zir) holds up to 50 

liters of water, the medium-sized jar 
(jahlah) up to 20 liters, and the small
sized jars (kuz and jarrah) up to one 
litre.
In many areas of Yemen food is often 
served in the vessels in which it is 
cooked. Traditional cooking pots are 
either of grey steatite stone or round- 
bottomed pots (burmah) of clay. Stone 
vessels retain heat more effectively and 
are less likely to break.
In Yemen as in other Middle Eastern 
countries, sharing the water-pipe is an 
important social activity which binds 
people together as the hose of the pipe 
is passed from guest to guest.
The water container is made of pottery 
which is particularly effective since the 
water is kept at a low temperature and 
cools the smoke more efficiently as it is 
drawn through.
The national drink in Yemen, qishir, is 
made from the husks (outer shells) of 
coffee-beans, combined with selected 
spices - cardamon, ginger or cinnamon 
- and sometimes sugar. Coffee (bunn) 
made from the bean (safi) is also drunk 
but less often.
Qishir is served in unglazed but often 
burnished pots with a tall neck and one 
or two handles called mamanah. The 
stalks are stuffed in the spout of the pot 
to hold back the coffee grounds.
Partially glazed, bowl-shaped coffee 
pots, with a simple spout, are called 
masabb and have a variety of other 
uses, including feeding babies.
There are few toys in Yemen, possibly 
because childhood is short and children 
are expected to take on adult responsi

bilities in the home at an early age. 
Traditionally clay toys consist mainly 
of miniature copies of water vessels 
and depictions of animals.
In traditional Yemeni society potters 
did not have a high social status as they 
engaged in an occupation which was 
regarded as demeaning. Historically, 
the farmers, merchants and educated 
elite who formed the majority of the 
Yemeni population would not inter
marry with members of low-status 
groups who included petty market 
traders and anyone whose occupation 
brought them into contact with “pollut
ing substances.” These attitudes rein
forced the potters monopoly on their 
family-based professions as in the 
town of Tarim in Wadi Hadramaut, 
where a locally renowned “guild” of 
hereditary potters developed.
Despite the low social position of 
crafts people, potters were given spe
cial protection under tribal law, and 
anyone who harmed them was obliged 
to pay especially high penalties. The 
erosion of Yemen's social hierarchy 
began with the proclamation of a 
republic in 1962 and today people from 
various social groups can mix more 
freely.
Potters are found working throughout 
Yemen. While in some villages several 
families earn their living from making 
and selling pots, most pottery is pro
duced by a single potter or a pottery- 
making family in the village. Their 
production supplies local demand only. 
Most potters are men, but in a few rural 
areas women potters work alongside 

them (as in Qahzet near Ibb and Sarab 
near Bani Hoshaysh).
Children join in production at a young 
age: traditionally, the craft passes from 
generation to generation, a son learn
ing from his father, or a nephew from 
an uncle. Workshops are always close 
to the potters’ homes or even inside the 
house with kilns nearby.
Potting is a full-time, year round pro
fession but some potters also grow 
vegetables and fruit for domestic con
sumption.
Clay is easily obtainable from natural 
deposits and is not traded or transport
ed over long distances. Modelling is 
the simplest method of manufacture. 
The clay is worked by hand from a 
solid lump. Toy animals are also made 
in this way. Coiled pots are made out of 
a series of rolled lengths or ‘sausages’ 
of clay . Pots are also made using a 
rudimentary foot-operated wheel.
An undecorated pot is the exception 
rather than the rule. Traditionally col
ors were made from natural pigments: 
black from a mixture of soot and oil 
and shades of red and yellow from 
earth ochres. Today bright designs are 
possible with chemical colors of 
imported Quink pen ink in yellow, pur
ple, blue, green, red and black. On the 
island of Socotra “dragon’s blood,” a 
red-colored resin obtained from the 
Dracaena Cinnibari tree, is commonly 
used.
Unlike other Yemeni craft items which 
are sold by professional merchants, the 
potters themselves, or members of 
their family sell their wares directly 
from their kilns or at the hundreds of 
weekly markets held in villages.
For transportation, pots are strung 
together on a wood frame, packed in 
baskets or wrapped two or three 
together in matting bags and carried by 
donkey or camel.
With the exception of the more decora
tive items, Yemeni pots are cheap and 
easily broken, providing a steady mar
ket but low return for the potters. 
Rather than being a deliberately ‘built- 
in obsolescence,’ the fragility of the 
pots would seem to be a function of the 
resources the potter has on hand, par
ticularly the scarcity and expense of 
fuel for the kilns which results in low- 
fired and vulnerable wares.
Many items of Yemeni domestic pot
tery have been replaced by mass-pro
duced plastic, metal and cheap import
ed porcelain alternatives. To some 
extent these carry out the same func
tions as their predecessors, and are 
simply more durable substitutes. In 
some cases, however, they are higher- 
status objects for conspicuous use in 
the consumption of key commodities: 
smart thermos flasks have replaced 
pottery water storage vessels when 
serving water to guests during after
noon social gatherings, and ornate 
metal water-pipe bases have supersed
ed pottery ones.
The decline in demand for certain tra
ditional pottery wares also reflects 
recent social change in Yemen and the 
adoption of Western-style commodities 
and tastes.
Yemeni potters face an uncertain 
future. The older generation and the 
poor in rural areas still use a large num
ber of pottery items in the home, but 
with growing modernization the 
demands for such wares may steadily 
decline. Fortunately, the tourist indus
try has given the centuries-old craft, 
which has been declining since the 
early 1960s, a new lease on life. 
“Craft” items, especially incense burn
ers, are eagerly sought after. A smart 
Sana’a hotel, converted from a tradi
tional multi-story house, has lamp 
bases made of pottery incense burners 
in its bedrooms and pots of all shapes 
and sizes are by tourists for their deco
rative and artistic qualities.
According to Sheila Weir, Senior 
Research Associate in the Department 
of Anthropology at London 
University’s School of Oriental and 
African Studies, Yemeni traditional 
crafts or adapted crafts, pots included, 
will survive for some time to come. 
Miniature bread baskets are being 
used as paper clip holders and carved 
stone name plaques are increasing to 
parallel the growth of government 
bureaucracy.

(*This article is based on information 
in the Catalogue of the Littlewood 
Collection of Yemeni Pottery by Sarah 
Posey published by the British 
Museum Press).

Folkloric Yemeni Handicrafts

Originality That 
Remains

Saleh Abdulbaqi 
Cultural Editor 
Yemen Times

Y
emen's traditional her
itage is known for its 
different cultural vari
eties that harmonize 
with the varied climate, 

relief and local environment. The dif
ference in life on mountains, valleys 
and deserts constitutes very interesting 
and colorful traditions.
Yemeni traditions also vary in accor
dance with the economic production 
be it agricultural, industrial, handicraft, 
commercial, political, etc. Such diver
sity is noticeable in men's appearance, 
habits, conventions, etc., creating a 
unique Yemeni panorama with many 
colorful pictures that is less seen in 
other countries in the peninsula. The 
roughness of Yemen's geography 
inspired Yemenis to adapt themselves

to life here and to tackle all difficulties 
by reason. Dams, irrigation canals, 
fortresses, irrigation terraces and roads 
are examples of the ability of Yemenis 
to exploit nature for their benefit.
For a long time, the majority of 
Yemeni people depended on agricul
ture for their livelihood. In this regard, 
the Yemenis thought of a better means 
to improve their own standards and 
achieve self-sufficiency without resort
ing to foreign assistance. Undoubtedly, 
these handicrafts suggest the deep 
originality of the Yemenis and their 
creative capacity. The most well 
known handicrafts are silver products, 
jambiyyas, jewelry, clothing, pots, 
earthenware, and earthen jars.
The old city of Sana'a is also distin
guished for its trade market, which is 
the most important means of living for 
the residents. It is known as al-Melh 
Market. It was the most important 
trade center for all the commercial car
avans that used to come to Yemen from 
neighboring areas including al-Sham 
and al-Hijaz. Yemen at the time used to 
be a very rich agricultural country. 
Many agricultural products used to be

exported from the country. Of the 
important agricultural products are 
coffee, Sana'ani almonds, fruits, etc. In 
the market there also used to be special 
places for those who came from other 
countries to stay in for some time to 
buy things. The market also contains 
clothes, silver, traditional jewelry 
shops, etc., for which Yemen has long 
been famous. The market retains many 
of its features and merits.
The craftsmen did their best to provide 
the essential materials to live in this 
universe. They used palm leaves to 
roof their houses.
Despite the huge development of 
clothes manufacturing at the present 
time, a great number of Yemenis do 
still cling fast to these clothes and to 
the art of embroidering them. Social 
markets are rich with these products 
that stand witness to a great history.
The textile handicraft is an ancient 
activity in our country. It has become 
the main means of livelihood of some 
families. One thing to notice is that the 

new embroidered products have been 
given a new form that restores the tra
ditional features and is mixed with a 
sense of modernity.
In general, most of those working in 
these handicrafts import silk from Iran. 
Considering their tools, one can easily 
see that most of them are traditional 
tools made of local wood; however, 
some tools for weaving and embroider
ing are imported.
Many visitors express their admiration 
and respect of such products when see
ing them at markets. The excellency of 
women when embroidering the brides' 
clothes is really praiseworthy; none 
could help but admire it. Most of the 
embroidery is taken from the beauty of 
nature. You can see, for example, some 
bees that have been magnificently 
woven to indicate the honeymoon. 
However, embroidering varies from 
one area to another.
Yemen is bestowed with a unique cul
ture that could be a very good source 
of income if it is taken care of proper
ly. Developing public awareness 
towards the preservation of cultural 
heritage is of great priority.

British Embassy 
Sana'a

The British Foreign & Commonwealth Chevening 
Scholarship Scheme

The British Embassy invites applications for the Foreign & Commonwealth Office's 
Chevening Scholarship scheme. This highly-competitive scheme offers full-time 
postgraduate scholarships of varying length to Yemeni men and women occupying 
important positions within ministries, agencies and private sector organisations which 
are key to Yemen's continuing economic and social development.

Applicants, who must be under 40, should have a university degree, very good English 
(more than 6.0 in IELTS exam), and at least four years' work experience. Candidates 
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authority.

Spouses and children are not funded under the scheme.

The deadline for applications is 30 November 2001.

Application forms may be obtained from the British Council, 3rd Floor Administrative 
Tower, Sana'a Trade centre, Algiers Street, PO Box 2157, Sana'a tel. 215 000, 215 006, 
215 033, 215816, fax 215 009.
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I. What to Say

The Magic of the Moment (Part 2)
Bakil: It is interesting to see how the concept of the

Magic of the Moment is unfolding in our 
discussion. To be frank, I never before thought 
that a moment which is often than not frittered 
away unhesitatingly has so much of potential. 
But do you know, Ahmad, just as a proper 
utilization of the moment leads one to greater 
heights, an improper or a negative use of the 
moment can have serious repercussions as well. 
Take a common example: One moment’s 
careless driving ends in catastrophic 
consequences. One moment's uncontrolled 
angry outburst may break the relationship of a 
life time. The void this created may not be 
redeemed by any amount of efforts for its 
remedation. It is rightly said. "A broken vessel 
may be repaired, but can never be sound." 
Similarly, a moment's desperation forces one to 
commit suicide and put an end to a life of rich 
possibilities.

Ahmad: I have a feeling that the course of a human 
being’s life is predetermined. In other words, 
what ever has been preordained to happen, will 
certainly come to pass. Shakespeare, I think, has 
righly said: “There is a divinity that shapes our 
ends...” Astrology also asserts that one's course 
of life is determined by the position of stars in 
the constellation the moment one is born.

Bakil: Whether or not there is any grain of truth in
astrological predictions, I can't say. I am a firm 
believer in nature and nurture. In my perception 
most of the critical things in life which shape the 
human destiny are a consequence of decisions 
taken in certain moments.

Ahmed: Do you know, Bakil, life has a rhythm. Weal and 
woe, smiles and wiles, pleasure and pain follow 
a rhythmic pattern. If a certain enterprise is 
begun in certain auspicious moments it leads to 
great success. On the other hand, work begun in 
apparently ominous moments spell disaster.

Bakil: This perhaps is called 'biorhythm'. As I said
before, man should try to ensure the best 
utilization of the moment and leave the outcome 
theirof to the will of God. Shakespeare also 
underscores the importance of maximization of 
the right opportunity at the right moment when 
he says: “There is a tide in the affairs of men 
which taken at the full leads onto fortune...”

Ahmad: I agree with you there. Believers in astrology, in 
many parts of the world determine auspicious 
moments for happy occasions like marriage, 
beginning of a new enterprise etc. to take place.

Bakil: It’s undeniably true, at it appears to me that the 
moment is supreme. The way we modulate the 
moment, by and large, determines the course of 
events in our life. This is most pertinent for 
students who should make a prudent investment 
of the moment so as to reap rich harvest in their 
future career.

Bakil: Verily so. We should make the most of the
moment. Let's take the concrete steps to 
maximize the potential of the moment by all 
means.

II How to say it correctly
Correct the errors, if any, in the following sentences:
1. You need not to send this parcel to me.
2. When you will pass the examination, I shall give you

sweets.
3. Let you and me be friends once again.
4. The chairman is confined to bed since the last three 

days.
5. No sooner he saw me, he ran away.

Answers to last week’s question.
1. Everyone of his children is a genius.
2. Neither of the two is suitable for the job.
3. You and I must mind our duty.
4. Though he is poor, (yet) he is honest.
5. I asked my servant whether he broke the table.

III. How to express it in one word:
1. Secret agreement or understanding for a wrong 

purpose.
2. One who works in a coal mine.
3. Education of boys and girls together.
4. Silky covering made by a caterpillar to protect itself.
5. Compartment in an aircraft for the pilot.

Answers to last week's questions
1. Severe pain in the stomach and bowels without 

diarrhoea: Colic
2. Events or occurrences taking place at the sometime: 

Coincidence
3. Force with which molecules stick together: Cohesion
4. The power of knowing: Cognition
5. Wooden chest for a dead person to be buried in: Coffin

IV: Find suitable word/phrase from among 
the alternatives given to complete the 
following sentences:
1. It has been raining for the past five days. I wish it

a) cut it short b) stopped raining
c) would stop raining d) have it cut short.

2. How are you going to have your hair cut?
"I'm going to .
a) cut it short b) cut it shortly
c) have it shortly cut d) have it cut short

3. I wonder why I always have trouble with my car 
whenever I to go to a cinema.
a) decided b) decide
d) am deciding e) had decided

4. I trouble with my bicycle these days.
a) have been experiencing b) experience
c) had been experiencing d) experienced

5. I a lie if I ever said that I liked you.
a) was telling b) have been telling
c) would have told d) told

Answers to last week's questions:
a) They must have been cheating us like this
b) Akram has been playing football for the last seven 

years
c) Would you like a cup of coffee?
d) When you meet Dr. Abdullah, remember to give him 

my regards.
e) Fatima was born on the Ramadaan morning in the 

year 1985.

V. Words of wisdom
"Better be unborn than untaught for 
ignorance is the root of misfortune."

—Plato

YOUTH FORUM
Blood Revenge: Plague of Our 

Country
Blood revenge is a deep-rooted prob
lems that has its origin in the very old 
history of the Peninsula. However, it 
is more observed in our country in the 
present time. Revenge is triggered by 
incident, most of which are sometimes 
very silly. For example, a fight can

start because of an ordinary quarrel 
among children, dispute over land or 
trees, etc. Absence of law and the long 
pendency of a case in a court some
times worsens the situation.
Feuds may go on for years resulting in 
casualties and leaving behind tens of 
widows and orphans. Hatred grows 
day after day and is planted for gener

ations to come. Although, none of the 
conflicting sides gains any good from 
their clashes, they never refrain from 
thinking that what they do is a sign of 
manhood.

Hani Abbas al-Saqqaf 
Level III, Eng. Dept.

College of Arts
Taiz

TIMES QUIZ - 4
Questions
1. Which planet given the possibility can float on water?
2. The 'heliocentric theory' which states that Sun is the 

central point of the Universe was postulated by
a) Galileo b) Kepler
c) Copernicus d) Brahe

3. MAB is an abbreviated form of
a) Man and biotic community
b) Man, antibiotics and bacteria
c) Mayor, Anderson and Bisby
d) Man and Biosphere

4. Which disease is known as the 'white death'?
a) Tuberculosis b) Cancer
c) AIDS d) Leukemia

5. Of the following which animal has the longest duration 
of pregnancy?
a) The Trea Frog b) Hippopotamus
c) Alpine Black Salamander d) Blue Whale

Answers to TIMES QUIZ (3)
1. The country that is called 'The Queen of the Adriatic' is

Venice
2. Naja Naja is the scientific name of Cobra
3. The fastest moving glacier in the world is Jacobshavn 

Isbrae in Greenland
4. Michael Jackson is the author of the book 'Moonwalk'
5. Vascodagama discovered the Sea route to India in the 

year 1498.

Y
ou are requested to send your answers by post, or through email. Answers by post should have the envelopes 
superscribed TIMES QUIZ. Education and sent to our address (Box: 2579, Sana’a). Address for sending through email 
is: ramakantasahu@yahoo.com

Names of those who have all the answers correct will be published in the next issue. We invite your enthusiastic participation in 
this as in other sections.

Moinul Islam 
Academic Head. Aptech World Wide 
Republic of Yemen
E mail : moinull@aptech.ac.in

HTML
This time we will have an introduc
tion to HTML as we decided last time 
but in brief. HTML is used to create 
web pages. Though it stands for 
Hyper Text Mark-up Language, actu
ally it is not a language. It is, we can 
say, a system or a way of documenta
tion, which can be interpreted by the 
browser. Why it cannot be defined as 
language because it does not require a 
compiler to be processed as in case of 
other languages like “C” or “C++”. 
What all it requires to produce the 
output is an interpreter, which the 
browser provides. That way it is very 
simple to use and create the 
WebPages using HTML.
Do we need to learn HTML to create 
the web pages using the same? Before 
answering this let us see how this 
HTML pages are written. HTML uses 
something called “tag” which defines 
the appearance and other characteris
tics of the web pages. For example the 
content of the page starts with a 
<html> tag and at the end we use 
</html> tag to indicate the end of the 
page or end of the HTML script. Why 
I am saying the end of the HTML text 
because as a matter fact a web page 
can also contain some other text not 
written using HTML. For example, if 
we are to use some scripting lan
guages like JavaScript or VBscript to 
make the page Dynamic then we have 
to clearly mention the same so that the 
browser while processing the page 
can do the needful. We will talk about

those scripting languages later inshal- 
lah. In answer I will say NO. Because 
there are tools available which we can 
use to create the Web pages using 
HTML. Most popular one is 
Microsoft’s FrontPage. You can use 
this application as a tool to create the 
pages in HTML. The advantage of 
using this is that you need not have to 
remember the tags and how to use 
them. You just specify what you want 
and it will create the page for you as 
per your specification. Of course for 
that we must know what use the Front 
Page. But it is comparatively simple 
because of its Graphical User 
Interface.
You can have an idea of the web page 
written in HTML and corresponding 
output from the following example.

The above example shows one 
HTML page and its output. The name 
of the file is campus.html. This exten
sion indicates that this page is written

in HTML. You can notice that the first 
line is nothing but a HTML tag. 
That’s how the HTML page starts. 
But the page does not only contain 
HTML. The 5th line is
<script language=”JavaScript”>. 
With this line JavaScript starts. That 
means this page is not a static page 
but a dynamic one. If you are interest
ed to see the behavior of this as a 
dynamic page you can go to 
http://www.aptech-education.com. If 
you want to see the complete the 
source code, then click the view but
ton on the browser then select the 
source option from the menu after you 
get the page in your browser.

To conclude our discussion on 
HTML, we can say that we can use

HTML to create the web pages. Also 
these pages can incorporate the scripts 
written in scripting languages to make 
the page Dynamic.

A letter to the
English teachers 

Use the assembly 
sessions

“THABOOR” for 
English teaching

Dear teachers,
This is the second letter I am writing to you. If you remember, 
in my first letter (published on 25th December 2000) I told you 
how you could use Arabic in your English classes. In this one, 
I am going to tell you how you can use the morning assembly 
sessions for improving your students’ English. I have always 
felt happy when I witnessed the sessions in the schools in the 
morning. What a way to begin the morning work! Some phys
ical exercises, some recitation from the Holy Qura’an, singing 
the national anthem and pledging to serve the county. A very 
useful activity, indeed. It helps most of the students to wake up, 
gives them an opportunity to show their talents, and helps them 
develop patriotic feelings. And, more importantly, the senior 
students who conduct these sessions get the valuable leader
ship training, which they need badly for their bright future.
Can I suggest that the teachers of English make use of these 
sessions as a forum for developing the English skills of their 
students? I am aware that a few schools do encourage their stu
dents to use English in these sessions. Once I was interviewed 
by a student in English in one of these sessions in a school in 
Hodeidah when I went there with my trainees for practice 
teaching. Activities such as reciting a good poem or text, like 
the Yemen Times, can be introduced in these sessions. Even 
English translations of selected Arabic poems or texts can be 
one of the activities. Selecting the right students and the right 
activities requires planning and preparation and that is where 
your role is important. Catch hold of students who are good in 
English to begin with and slowly bring in others. This can pro
vide an excellent extracurricular activity for the students who 
want to improve their English. More and more students will 
look forward to such activities if they will be interesting and 
attractive. Try this and share your experiences through the 
columns of Yemen Times. Looking forward to your earnest 
attempts.

Your fraternally,
Dr. M.N.K.Bose. BOSE@y.net.ye
Associate professor of English,
Faculty of Arts, Ibb.

An Undying Quest
Dr. Anil Prasad 
Department of 
English 
Ibb University

It is difficult
to get the news from poems 
yet men die miserably every day 
for lack
of what is found there.

—William Carlos Williams

An enigmatic joy, images give, 
An emotional response that goes deep 
As crystalline birds fly and achieve 
Flights of imagination mingling their joy-leap 
With the joy of the perceiver, 
Jubilant wings spread forever.

Unlike the daily-dying news
In the sensational fold of
Newspapers suffering from pale views 
Burdened with tempting temporariness of 
The neglected pile in the corner 
At the end of the day, gives charm no longer,

Finally sent to a grocer or a peanut-seller or sold 
At a very cheap price to an unknown fellow.
Words too are lying at the second-hand shops, bold, 
Lilting melodies of a Longfellow 
They are leaves of grass singing 
Looking forward to such a mingling.

Wrinkly, ready, marked with coloured pencils, 
Beside the holes made by silver bugs 
They will be accepted again, unlike used stensils, 
Read and sold and reread and sold again 
And again on the book-selves they are gleaming 
A bunch of flowers, blessed, smiling.

Poems create fresh worlds; delicate, diverse, 
Eternal, they are
Ashes and sparks of a new universe 
Erected on the debris of a shooting star 
That was once shining in the sky 
Now inhabited—an enduring tie.

Suddenly a bird sings,
Winter blinks at him and is rather dumb, 
Perched on a leafless bough, spreads his wings 
Leaving behind hope of a full blossom 
Again, in search of some more, 
In search of some lore:
An 
undying 
quest.

mailto:ramakantasahu@yahoo.com
mailto:mpinuii@aptech.ac.in
http://www.aptech-education.com
mailto:BOSE@y.net.ye
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Terrorism!
Ahmed M. Abdulmalik 
Al-Hiajem

T
errorism has become the 
stubborn affliction of the 
modern age, particularly 
on the last two decades. 
Indeed all this affliction is 

utterly a Zionist and a Western inven
tion, which now has backfired on them 
all. The attacks of September 11 on the 
U.S. are a Zionist orchestrated-event in 
terms of planning and direction, which 
occurred in the wake of some signifi
cant events like the Palestinian upris
ing in the Occupied Lands, forcing the 
Israeli occupation forces from southern 
Lebanon, and the withdrawal of the 
U.S., along with Israel, from the 
Durban Anti-Racism Conference, as 
over 4000 organizations condemned 
the racism of the Zionist entity and the 
U.S. as well. All this has forced the 
Zionists to carry out the latest incidents 
with the view of making the world 
sympathize with them against their 
enemy, "Islam." Factually, this practice 
is always the creed of the lews and if 
we would like to establish our thoughts 
about this subject the following con
clusions can be developed: The super
powers along with Israel have been try
ing for a long time to cover their evil 
acts under the pretext of human rights 
and democracy. In the beginning, 
nuclear disarmament and realizing 
global peace were adopted as an a 
method of intervening in the affairs of 
other nations. Democracy, human 
rights and now terrorism are a guise for 
violating the national sovereignty of 
different countries worldwide. 
Terrorism is the direct result of oppres
sion and the policy of double standards 
that the superpowers have been prac
ticing on other countries for decades. 
Political, religious and economic 
oppression has been the breeding 
ground for terrorism, which rebels 
against the contradictions of this world 
rather than being crazed violent. Yet 

terrorism has not been clearly defined 
and this, in turn, leads to controversy 
regarding terror itself. Consequently, 
there should be a clear-cut distinction 
between terrorism and the struggle of 
nations against occupation and oppres
sion. Terrorism like that of the Zionist 
State against the defenseless 
Palestinians is just an example of state- 
sponsored terrorism.
An example of the interventions of the 
superpowers with other countries is 
what happened in Iraq, as the U.N. 
Security Council issued many resolu
tions demanding the disarmament of 
Iraq from nuclear weapons under the 
pretext that this move is the first step 
towards disarming the whole Middle 
East from weapons of mass destruc
tion. In practice, these resolutions are 
only applied on Iraq, despite the exis
tence of nuclear states in the region, 
such as the Zionist State. Similarly, 
North Korea was requested to open its 
nuclear reactor for the inspectors of the 
Nuclear Energy Agency. Thus, the pos
session of nuclear weapons is a pretext 
to intervene in the internal affairs of 
other countries.

Intervention on Humanitarian 
Grounds
This is also applicable to Iraq, as when 
the allied countries designated a safe 
enclave on northern Iraq, in accor
dance with U.N. Resolution No. 91 
banning the Iraqi army from penetrat
ing its own lands, but the same resolu
tion never banned the Turkish army 
from dispatching several military con
tingents for exterminating the Kurdish 
rebels based in northern Iraq. And this 
is similar to the case of the southern- 
no-fly zone imposed unilaterally by the 
government of President Bush Senior, 
following the Second Gulf War, with
out even referring to the U.N. Security 
Council; while the Israeli warplanes 
and helicopter gunships are roaming 
southern Lebanon to bomb the 
Lebanese population there without 

even a word of condemnation on the 
part of the U.S. This also happened 
again in Somalia when the U.S. troops 
neglected its peacekeeping role to be 
one of the warring factions there. 
These are some examples of the ruth
less policies of the U.S. in different 
parts of the world. Furthermore, many 
outrageous violations have been perpe
trated by the U.S and some European 
countries, as reported by Amnesty 
International in September 17, 1997, 
noting that the European countries had 
sent back many Algerian opposition 
members to their country, which is a 
clear violation of Article 33 of the 
Geneva Convention. Another example 
of the policy of double standards of the 
Western world is the case of the defec
tors who used to oppose the communist 
regimes in their countries, fleeing their 
countries by hijacking airplanes and 
forcing them to go to the West, where 
they used to be received as heroes, 
while hijackers of Middle-Eastern 
complexion are treated as terrorists. 
Here we have to remember the call of 
President Saleh to the Western coun
tries not to harbor "true" terrorist ele
ments who may endanger world peace, 
but to no avail.

Mercenaries
Mercenaries are an issue of major con
cern since it is an intolerable violation 
of international law and tampering 
with the destinies of nations through 
groups of thugs. An example to be 
recalled here is the French mercenar
ies, who caused anarchy and carried 
out several coups d'etat in Africa, and 
are even hosted in the official media. 
Similarly, the case of Russian merce
naries, "traders of nuclear briefcase" as 
quoted by the national security advisor 
of the former Russian president Elssin, 
as that more than 100 nuclear briefcas
es were reported missing. A similar 
case to that of the Russian arms traders, 
is the group of German mercenaries 
who were arrested while fighting side 

by side with the Croatian forces in their 
war against the Bosnians. This group 
admitted that they had carried out 2519 
racist attacks against humanity. Let's 
see how they (Westerners) misconstrue 
facts, as the Telegraph said, on 
September 25, 2001, "It is a misfortune 
that Islamic hard-liners possess mod
ern arms and those people are mainly 
concerned with destroying the Western 
civilization with the support of Arab 
and Islamic states that should be 
removed from the U.N., and if we 
failed to do so then the U.N. itself 
should be removed.” The question now 
is can we compare those who stole 100 
nuclear briefcases, the other guys who 
perpetrated 2510 crimes against 
humanity in a single year, and the 
stone-throwers in Palestine?

What is Terrorism?
Terrorism is attacking countries with
out any justification, impoverishing 
nations, exploiting resources of nations 
and, perhaps, the resources of the 
whole world; religious and political 
oppression; instigating violence and 
fueling wars; adopting double standard 
policies and a lack of human justice 
among nations; hiring mercenaries and 
armed gangs and finally, the absence of 
real democracy.

The U.S. and Islam
After the ruthless terrorist attacks on 
the U.S., it has never come to mind that 
the world is outraged by the U.S.'s 
stance towards terrorism, saying that it 
will eradicate it from its breeding 
grounds and that this war will be a 
merciless "crusades war." What is 
more strange is that the finger of blame 
is pointed at Islam even before it is 
known who perpetrated the attacks. 
Mosques were set on fire, many 
Muslims were mercilessly murdered in 
streets and in their houses, and the veil 
has become a symbol of terrorism, all 
this in the countries of civilization. 
Now the U.S. has made Afghanistan its 
enemy number one after being its 
spoiled baby for years. With this the 
U.S. aims at dealing a fatal blow to this 
country, to threaten even the powerful 
countries of the world and to make the 
last stone for globalization in its mili
tary form.

Tribal Blood Feuds
On the Rise

Hassan Al-Zaidi 
Yemen Times

A
 person was shot dead 
last Saturday in front of 
a hotel on Taiz Street in 
the capital Sana’a. 
Apparently the reason 

behind the killing is a tribal blood feud. 
The security forces have thus far failed 
to track down the culprits. In addition, 
armed groups exchanged fire at 22 
May Street, killing a number of people 
and injuring several others. News 
reports mentioned that the reasons 
behind these clashes are tribal revenge 
between al-Awaleq tribes. The 
Revenge Committee set up by the 
Shora Council, held a meeting to dis
cuss some issues pertaining to tribal 
revenges which mostly occurred in the 
capital Sana’a. Yet, the committee has 
failed to develop practical solutions 
that can actually be enforced.
Tribal revenges have significantly 
increased within the last couple of 
months in the capital Sana’a and some 
other cities nationwide, making it nec
essary for some tribesmen to carry 
arms in order to protect themselves 
from an assault, while some others 
have to leave cities in their tribal areas. 
Actually, tribal feuds are not a new 
phenomenon in Yemen, but rather the 
result of the many conflicts and wars 
that Yemen has undergone and is still 
undergoing. Tribes which have a great 
deal of military hardware tend to use 
these weapons in their wars, which 
mostly arise from disputes over land or 
tribal boundary conflicts.
Many sheikhs and social dignitaries 
believe that what is happening today is 
significantly different from how it was 
in the past, as most of the conflicts 
nowadays are inconsistent even with 
the tribal norms which govern and reg
ulate the tribal social affairs related to 
revenge, particularly the ones that pro

hibit perpe
trating the acts 
of killing in 
markets and in 
cities. Some 
other people 
believe that 
tribal feuds 
are the 
direct 
result of 
t h e 
weak 
securi
ty situ- 
a t i o n 
prevalent 
at the coun
try, adding 
that this situation has made it difficult 
for the tribal community to meet the 
requirements of democratization, since 
it is preoccupied with it own problems. 
While some other people call on the 
security authorities to consider any 
tribal revenge in cities a crime, and 
thus the perpetrators should be pun
ished by the authorities on this basis. 
Unfortunately, in most cases the secu
rity organs avoid any involvement in 
any issue pertaining to a tribal feud for 
fear of encountering the tribesmen. 
The Revenge Committee of the Shora 
Council has failed to reach general 
conciliation treaties between the differ
ent warring tribes in Yemen.
What is more catastrophic is that tribal 
revenge has become a nightmare for 
the young tribesmen who study in 
Sana’a, as a medical student was 
gunned down in front of the Faculty of 
Medicine and another in front of the 
Military College. This has forced 
many tribesmen to discontinue their 
university studies, so as not to be vic
tims of revenge. Ultimately, the 
Yemeni media is trying to tackle this 
issue through producing TV series on 
revenge problems in Yemen, although 
this issue require a massive mobiliza
tion of efforts of the different govern
ment bodies with the aim of putting an 
end to this serious problem.
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Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

H
ere is a review of 
excerpts from articles 
published in some 
Yemeni press for this 
week focusing on the 

war against Afghanistan and its con
sequences particularly on the 
Afghan people.

Al-Mithaq weekly, 
organ of People's 
General Congress 
party, 22 Oct. 2001

Mr Hamoud Munassar says in an arti
cle that securing an attitude adopted by 
Arab and Islamic public opinion, even 
though a neutral one, is to be consid
ered a significant gin for the American 
administration in its war on terrorism. 
This is actually what has up to now 
been realized. It can be said that this is 
actually the stand really embodying the 
state of alliance now established with 
the United States in its war on terror
ism. But it is obvious that the alliance 
system is large-scaled and with multi
lateral fronts and forms of action.
I do not know whether the Arab and 
Islamic governments that exercised 
pressure on the Arab street and pre
vented the masses from expressing 
their feelings towards the Afghan 
Muslim people, have done that decid
edly and informed the American side 
that that is part of their participation in 
the war against terrorism and a form of 
alliance with the United States. It is 
not clear whether this stance is out of 
fear from America and concern about 
their future or not. Or is it adopted due 
to their weakness?

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 
organ of the 
Nasserite People's 
Unionist party 
23 Oct. 2001

Mr Abdulkarim al- Khaiwani writes in 
an article that when America launches 
an aggression on a poor country it is a 
matter the world has got used to. And 
when America musters allies for its 
war is a kind of repeated scene of the 
alliance of interest and fear from the 
power and when the U.S. intelligence 
groups remnants of opposition of any 
country to use it their country is in fact 
an used up policy. What is different 
this time is to wage a war, establish an 
alliance and change a regime, and all 
this is based on suspicion.
America's previous wars are given jus
tifications the presidents are keen to 
fabricate just to give them legitimacy, 
legality and logic with the public opin
ion and the regimes allied to it. If we 
consider America's present war we 
would find out it is something different 
and fabricated lock, stock and barrel. 
Even president Bush and his adminis
tration say it is different. The odds are 
they do not consider it different with 
regard to various weapons used in it, 
for they are used to experiment the lat
est types of deadly weapons in their 
wars, but the difference is rather lies in 
the policy of the war, its justifications 
and ways of imposing it under circum
stances shrouded with the shock pre
vailing the world since the explosions 
of 11 September.
The war on Afghanistan nowadays rep
resents America's absurdism freedom 
of killing, destruction and plundering 
of riches. Any alliance or support or 
even silence towards it means only 
conceding to this interpretation of free
dom. The war for combating terrorism 
derives its legitimacy from terrorism 
itself. Terrorism of state is something 
good, contrary to individuals or groups 
terrorism which is bad, according to 
American official categorization. 
Given this, the Zionist terrorism is a 
legitimate right but resisting occupa
tion is terrorism that must be eliminat
ed. Even the right of peoples to libera
tion of their lands and getting their 
independence and freedom are catego
rized as terrorism.

Al-Jamaheer weekly, 
organ of the Arab 
Baath Socialist 
Party, Syrian organ
ization, 21 Oct. 2001

The newspaper's editor-in-chief says in 
his this week's article that any military 
analyst of the nature of the present 
American attack on Afghanistan would 
find out that it is a comprehensive 
offensive aimed at all Afghanistan

rather than depending on selection of 
some military and economic infra
structures, as is the goals of wars in 
order to malfunction artillery as a 
means of defense. It is an offensive of 
great destructive energy where sophis
ticated weapons have been used for the 
first time. It is an offensive lacking the 
theory of relative balance. Up today 
the offensive is justified on depend
ence of suspicion and absence of scien
tific evidence, and this makes it illegit
imate and confirms the principle of 
premeditation. This American war has 
reflected an inhumane tendency by 
using internationally prohibited 
weapons and targeting innocent non
combat citizens and caused the dis
placement of millions of people escap
ing from the inferno of war. It has also 
exposed these millions to starvation 
and diseases in violation of human 
rights principles and rules of treating 
war victims.
The current American offensive has 
provoked sentiments and feelings of 
Moslems all over the world and pushed 
them to stage protest demonstrations 
and declare their wrath towards it. The 
general directions of the U.S. war are 
taking dangerous targets not aimed at 
Afghanistan only but are an introduc
tion for a large-scale scheme aimed at 
deployment of American military 
forces in various parts of the world and 
to impose control over its most impor
tant inlets and outlets.

Yemen Observer, 
English-language 
weekly
27 Oct. 2001.

In its editorial on terrorism, the news
paper says " Not a day goes by since 
September 11 without talking about 
terrorism; the more we discuss terror
ism, the more in disagreement we 
become about defining it. Should we 
define terrorism in general or should 
we limit it to political, religious, phys
ical or psychological terrorism?" 
Yemen Observer editorial maintains 
that " we should define it so that we 
don't repeat it as history repeats itself. 
We should define it so that no person, 
organization or even country could use 
it to settle scores and personal feuds. It 
should be defined so that religions, cul
tures and rights of people are not mis
taken for terrorism.
All of us could play a role by holding 
conferences at the regional level and 
call for an International conference 
under the umbrella of the United 
Nations on defining terrorism. The 
clear definition on terrorism will set 
the record straight and prevent us from 
religious and culture clashes, the edito
rial concluded."

26 September week
ly, organ of Yemen 
Armed Forces, 
25 Oct. 2001

The newspaper has this week devoted 
its editorial to discuss the Arab- 
American relationship. It says that no 
two persons may differ about the dan
ger the terrorist organizations pose to 
safety and security of world countries 
and regions. All agree on the impor
tance of resolutely and powerfully 
encountering all forms and sources of 
terrorism. Out of this Yemen has 
declared its stand versus terrorism, 
condemned it and expressed readiness 
to work within the international com
munity to fight it.
Unfortunately, there are some who try 
to exploit these tense atmospheres 
resulting from the terrorist acts carried 
out against the United States to derail 
them from their goal towards creation 
of rift between religions, civilizations 
and peoples. The Arabs stand by 
America against terrorism, but it is a 
stance committed to the UN charter 
and Arabs religious, cultural and com
mon interests constants.
Yemen is keen to deal with events with 
wisdom and reason, away from emo
tions and reactions. It takes into con
sideration its national and pan-Arab 
constants at the forefront of the bases 
of taking decisions. It in the meantime 
calls upon all Arab countries for more 
unity and commitment to stand up to 
terrorism, armed with an Arab unified 
stand contributing to an international 
effort in this context. The Arabs should 
push towards implementation of the 
U.S. promise for the establishment of a

Palestinian state, according to the 
International resolutions, in order to 
eliminate of seminaries of tension that 
Israel is exploiting for its own interest 
aimed at poisoning atmospheres of 
Arab-American relations.

Al-Isboa weekly 
25 Oct. 2001

Mr Hassan al-Udaini writes an article 
on the U.S. vengeance mania saying 
that American is taking revenge for the 
killing of its citizens from citizens of 
another country. The question is that 
the punishment is taken against inno
cents having no hand in what happened 
in New York City and Washington on 
11 September. Since the beginning of 
air raids on Afghanistan on 7 October, 
hitting civilian targets have been 
repeated and are increasing every day. 
The Americans attribute targeting 
civilian targets to being by mistake. 
This is something hard to believe 
because repetition of such strikes and 
the U.S. sophisticated weapons pro
vide the American army with precision 
in targeting and exclusion of commit
ting mistakes. Therefore, weighing the 
possibility of intentional hitting of 
civilian targets and killing of thousands 
of civilians over being mistaken ones, 
is more logical.

Al-Ihya' al-Arabi 
weekly, organ of the 
Arab Baath Socialist 
party, Iraqi organi
zation, 23 Oct. 2001

An editorial written by Dr Qassem 
Sallam says that the term "terrorism" 
has today becomes an American- 
Zionist bugbear to be taken as an 
excuse against Arab and Muslims and 
to impose on them within the context 
of the American and Zionist logic in 
the aftermath of attacks of 11 
September in New York and 
Washington. The explosions have been 
taken advantage of by America and the 
Zionist entity as a golden opportunity 
to justify their criminal aggressions 
against the Palestinian and the Iraqi 
people and against all Arabs and 
Muslims in the world.
Those incidents were an opportunity 
for realizing the American-Zionist 
strategic goal in the Arab homeland to 
confront with Arabism and Islam. On 
the other hand they want it an opportu
nity for imposing their actual and prac
tical hegemony on the Arab countries 
whom have been forced to accept the 
principle of partnership in implement
ing the American scheme in its strate
gic dimension and depth in the Arab 
homeland and the Muslim world pro
ceeding from the events of 11 
September in the context of opening its 
bloody file in Iraq and the Zionist file 
in Palestine.

Ath-Thawri weekly, 
organ of YSP, 
25 Oct. 2001

The newspaper's editorial raises a 
question on whether what is happening 
in Afghanistan does really reflect the 
international will and can a large-scale 
military action like this uproot terror
ism and dry up its resources for good. 
The editorial maintains that answering 
such questions will be more pes
simistic the longer the war goes on and 
losses redoubled among the defense
less civilians. The outcome of the 
American-British attack on 
Afghanistan has limited results in 
terms of achieving the slogan of com
bating terrorism, whereas there is accu
mulation of catastrophes as depicted by 
images of humanitarian sufferings of 
the Afghan children and women. This 
would consequently weaken legitima
cy of the war or lessen its continuation 
avail. This war is practically grinding 
life of thousands of the innocent and is 
no longer capable of retaining its 
attractiveness with the public opinion. 
Terrorism cannot be eradicated by war
planes raids and shelling with missiles. 
Yemen's political parties and organiza
tions and the masses have condemned 
all forms of terrorism and they in the 
meantime condemn rendering defense
less people into a target for itself. They 
also believe that causing civilians, any
where in the world, to be victims of 
wars and conflicts, is by all standards 
condemned terrorism.

Dear Editor,
I have just read your editorial View 
Point (Enough is Enough) published 
in issue 40 - October 1, 2001 through 
7 October, 2001, Vol XI, and agree 
with you 100 %. It's time for all men 
of good conscience to put aside their 
differences, establish some kind of 
working dialogue, and recognize the 
killing of the innocent for what it real
ly is cold godless murder.

Edmond Smith Jr 
esmith4@satx.rr.com

Re: Yemenis Condemn Strikes
The USA was attacked by a large pow
erful well-funded organization that 
funds and supports the Taliban and is 
protected by it. They carried out 
attacks within Afghanistan too, such 
as the assassination of the head of the 
Northern Alliance. The Taliban would 
not and likely could not turn in bin 
Ladden and his key associates. The 
Taliban also is an oppressive regime 
that persecutes and even executes 
those who don't rigidly follow it's 
harsh rules. Women in particular have 
no freedom at all, and risk sadistic 
punishment and death if they want an 
education.
I am glad that the Taliban did not sur
render bin Laden because I think it 
would have been meaningless. He did 
not act alone. This wasn't some little 
murder mystery, you can't have a sim
ple trial by jury. This was the most 
vicious and horrible of atrocities, but 
only one of many in an ongoing WAR! 
The policies of the USA are imperfect, 
but also evolving and changing as 
many things are changing throughout 
the world. There are many countries in 
the Mid East that have oppressive 
regimes; some secular and others reli
gious. The USA does support and have 
mutually cooperative relations with 
some, most people here wish you all, 
including the Palestinians would have 
freedom and peace. It isn't always the 
fault of the US, and particularly it 
wasn't the fault of the 6000+ people 
that were murdered. Approximately 
2,500 were from various other coun
tries, including Yemen. Also how hor
rible would it have been if the Taliban 
had surrendered bin Laden, and then 
what would the US have to have been 
supportive of these fanatics? That 
would be crueler to the majority of the 
people in Afghanistan than to fight to

get rid of the terrorist, and as a by
product their supporters; the Taliban. 
The US has continually donated food 
and supplies to people in need, and is 
giving tons of much needed supplies 
now.
Also remember this; none of the civil
ians killed is being intentionally tar
geted. The people on the planes and at 
the World Trade Center were inten
tionally targeted.
We are still being attacked now in our 
country, with biological warfare, and 
with likely additional attacks prom
ised from bin Laden and his support
ers. We have no choice but to fight 
this.
Statements like this by Dr. Qasem 
Sallam, about our struggle against ter
rorism, " a pretext for the US to kill 
women and children in Afghanistan." 
are meant to promote more hate in the 
world. We need to work together to 
find the solutions to complex prob
lems. Hate is simple but it's not the 
answer.

Jacalyn Engler 
jarnocan@juno.com

Americans are Not All the Same
I am a citizen of The United States of 
America. I am not of Arab origin, nor 
am I Muslim. This does not mean, 
however, that I am not a friend to any 
peace-loving person in the world. I am 
a citizen with no connections to our 
government. I stumbled upon your 
online newspaper while trying to fur
ther educate myself about recent 
events as seen through the eyes of 
those in the Middle East.
I am saddened by a particular news 
item that I have read in your paper, 
concerning murders or other hate 
crimes against Yemenis and other 
Arabs in the United States. 
Regrettably, there are some ignorant 
and terrible people who have no 
regard for human life. These individu
als exist in all areas of the world, and 
the U.S.A, is no exception. My reason 
for writing to you is not to discuss pol
itics, or the foreign policy of my coun
try, your country, nor that of any other. 
Those issues are best left to our gov
ernments. I am writing to you as one 
single American, who would like you 
to know another side to this story that 
I have read in your paper.
Ignorance is not an excuse for hatred. 
The people who commit these crimes

can not be excused and I see in our 
newspapers that these people are being 
prosecuted and I know that our legal 
system will treat them very harshly. 
There is another side to the story that I 
have read in your paper, though. If 
some fruits are rotten, that does not 
mean that the entire crop is bad, and 
that it should be discarded. I am say
ing that just because there are some 
bad people here, does not mean that 
we are all bad people. I would like you 
to know that for every bad American 
who would harass or harm an innocent 
Arab or Muslim, there are thousands 
of other Americans that would seek to 
protect these innocent people. I can 
tell you that there are many non
Muslim Americans volunteering to 
stand guard outside of neighborhood 
mosques at night. I can tell you of 
many cases of non-Muslim Americans 
who would stand in the way of anyone 
who would wish to do harm to an 
innocent person who is Arab or 
Muslim. I can tell you of Americans 
who have given money out of their 
own pockets to help pay for damage 
done to homes or businesses owned by 
Arabs or Muslims. I can tell you of 
Americans who have donated their 
time to repair these same homes or 
businesses. I can also tell you that for 
every person who would harm or 
threaten an innocent Muslim in 
America, there are thousands of others 
who have done, or would do, the 
things that I have mentioned to you in 
this letter.
I want you to know that neither a good 
person or a bad person can be defined 
simply by their citizenship or their 
religion. Any person who does not 
believe this is ignorant. There is no 
excuse for ignorance. There is also no 
excuse for not knowing that there is 
more than one aspect to every story. I 
hope that I have helped to share with 
you another aspect to these tragedies 
that I have read about in your newspa
per. I wish you well and I will leave 
you with this thought. On a cold and 
desolate night, when you are hungry 
and weary, you would be welcomed 
into my home, where you would find 
warmth, comfort and sustenance, 
without regard to your race, nationali
ty or religion. I am not the only 
American who feels this way. Please 
do not judge us all, by the actions of a 
few.

Mel Smith
Bornin74@hotail.com Kentucky, 

USA

Celebrating Growing
Yemeni-Turkish Relations

T
he brotherly Turkish peo- 
ple are celebrating the 
anniversary of the foun
dation of the Republic of 
Turkey this week. On this 

occasion, a reception will be held at 
the Turkish Embassy in Sana'a on 
October 29.
There are strong historical and cultur
al ties between the Yemeni and 
Turkish people. Therefore, Turks visit
ing or residing in Yemen admit that 
they feel very much at home owing to 
the deep rooted humanitarian ties. 
Besides, many Yemeni families 
include people of Turkish origin or 
who have relatives in Turkey.
The relations between Yemen and 
Turkey developed after the two coun
tries opened embassies reciprocally in 
Sana'a and Ankara.
The bilateral relations between Yemen 
and Turkey witnessed important 
developments in the year 2000.
The "First Joint Economic 
Commission Meeting" was held in 
Ankara in September, a high level del
egation from the Yemeni Air Force 
and the Minister of Electricity visited 
Turkey. Also, the Turkish-Yemeni 
Friendship Group was established in 
the Turkish Grand National Assembly. 
During the Joint Economic 

Commission meeting, officials from 
related ministries exchanged views on 
the enhancement of economic and 
commercial relations.
Agreements on Reciprocal Protection 
and Promotion of Investments, 
Tourism Cooperation, Road Transport, 
cooperation between the official news 
agencies and cooperation between the 
Chambers of Industry and Commerce 
were signed at the meeting.
The 2nd Joint Economic Committee 
meeting is expected to be held in early 
2002. The draft agreements on elimi
nation of double taxation, vocational 
training, standardization, cooperation 
in the field of health and civil aviation 
which are already negotiated between 
the two governments are expected to 
be finalized soon as well. The total 
volume of bilateral trade in 2000 
between the two countries was around 
US $70 million. Turkish companies 
are interested in exporting their prod
ucts to Yemen. Turkish contracting 
companies were successful in realiz
ing infrastructure projects in many 
countries in the world. Marib Dam, the 
largest dam in Yemen, was constructed 
by a Turkish company.
On the other hand, Yemeni companies 
should also be encouraged to increase 
their exports to Turkey. 

In addition to economic and commer
cial relations, the cultural aspect of 
bilateral cooperation is also worth 
mentioning.
The Ottoman archives is one of the 
richest in the world. The Turkish 
Yemeni Archives Exhibition in 
Sana’a, inaugurated by the Yemeni 
Prime Minister, was an outstanding 
example of cooperation in the cultural 
field by the two countries.
The Turkish officials state that, "The 
friendship between the Turkish and 
Yemeni peoples owes to the fact that 
the two countries are sharing similar 
democratic ideas, constituting a fertile 
ground for further development in 
relations between the two countries. 
Turkey is following with appreciation 
for the democratization process in 
Yemen, which is unique in the Arabian 
Peninsula. We also welcome the 
peaceful policies being pursued by 
Yemen and the resolute steps taken by 
the Yemeni government to cooperate 
with international efforts to combat 
terrorism. There are many areas for 
potential cooperation between Turkey 
and Yemen.
We hope the cooperation between 
Yemen and Turkey will further 
increase for the benefit of the brother
ly people of our two countries.”

mailto:esmith4@satx.rr.com
juno.com
mailto:Bornin74@hotail.com
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Miserable Afghan Refugees 
Camped on Pyandzh River

HUGAHLBAHODIN—Huddling 
close together in jammed camps on 
Pyandzh River in northern 
Afghanistan, shivering in the freezing 
cold of the early hours of the day, hun
dreds of thousands of Afghans, ren
dered refugees by the ongoing U.S.-led 
military campaign against their belea
guered homeland, prepared themselves 
for what might become even worse in a 
new day, mixed with hope and misery. 
The Afghans, living in the shadow of 
years of civil conflicts, know too well 
about bloodshed, poverty and suffer
ings. So when U. S. forces pounded 
their country with bombs, they know 
their fate too well and they know 
where to go for survival — fleeing to 
neighboring countries or living in 
refugee camps.
In the wake of the September 11 terror 
attacks in America, countries bordering 
northern Afghanistan closed their bor

ders to Afghanistan due to concerns 
that the influx of Afghan refugees 
might add difficulty to their fragile 
economy. Too familiar with being 
treated as forgotten people, the Afghan 
refugees are thronging in camps dot
ting the banks and isles of the Pyandzh 
River.
Roughly 10 kilometers away from this 
northern Afghan village, there was a 
refugee camp accommodating about 
10,000 refugees. The miserable living 
conditions in those refugee camps have 
forced children living there into beg
ging whenever foreigners come.
The camp, grouping about 2,000 wick
iups, is located in the southern bank of 
Pyandzh River. U.S. planes dropped 
food to this area Wednesday, but local 
refugees said they did not find any
thing since all the food fell into nearby 
villages instead of the camps.
Infectious diseases have been found in 

these camps due to a combination of 
bad hygienic conditions and shortage 
of medicine, with two women, 22 and 
18 years of age respectively, found 
infected with malaria. The one aged 22 
has been hospitalized while the one 
aged 18 is staying in her camp. 
Covered with a thick blanket, the 
woman in the camp lay in bed, her face 
pale and her eyes closed. The coming 
cold weather, though it could drive 
mosquitoes and insects away and thus 
reduce the chance of malaria breaking 
out, may cause more serious problems 
for the refugees, since they do not have 
enough clothing to prevent themselves 
from coldness of the harsh winter.
Bare-footed kids were playing on the 
sandy soil in the camp, some even 
making faces before the correspon
dent's camera. Most of them have been 
forced to leave home or have lost their 
families. —Xinhua

A couple of Afghans worry about their daughter who is ill on bed and could not eat anything due to malaria and lack 
of medical treatment for one month, at a tent ward of a makeshift hospital in northern Afghanistan.
XINHUA PHOTO BY QI HENG(LHN)
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Yemenis Condemn War 
against Afghanistan

Dr. Saif al-Asali
Islamic leading personality

Many people 
question the 
motivations of 
attacking New 
York and 
Washington, as 
well as the cur
rent raid on 
Afghanistan. The 

answers are three: its a war between 
good and evil, a crusade war, a war 
between faith and infidelity. None of 
the above is true. Not all good and all 
evil are taking part in this war, so it 
cannot be labeled as a war between 
good and the evil. It is not a crusade 
because there has been no agreement 
among Muslims or Christians to 
launch such a war. It is not a war 
between faith and infidelity because 
Muslims have not appointed others to 
fight in their name. The reasons are 
likely to be poverty, backwardness, 
lack of freedom and humiliation from 
which many nations suffer. With glob
alization aspects spreading worldwide, 
poor nations do not accept living in 
acute poverty while others are enjoying 
fabulous luxury. They refuse to be 
backward, enslaved and humiliated 
when others are advanced, free and 
respected. The New York and 
Washington events cannot be easily 
and quickly conceived. Only hatred 
and malice can explain what happened. 
Perpetrators themselves may not know 
why they did it. Others may also not

know the real motivations behind these 
events, as they have been interpreted in 
a different way.

Taher Ali Saif
Member of Parliament

I think the US 
strikes against 
Afghanistan are a 
reaction against 
the NYC and 
Washington inci
dents, even 
though evidence 
does not clearly 

point to the perpetrators.
Some think that America is totally 
secure and is the only state invincible 
to these global changes. Political ana
lysts confessed that America fell heav
ily due to its arrogance, superiority and 
pretension. Perhaps, America does not 
realize that it made mistakes in policies 
adopted for the whole world, specifi
cally concerning Third World coun
tries. The recent terrorist actions 
against New York and Washington 
have been a culmination of the killing 
of innocent civilians in the entire 
world. It is also an alarm bell to remind 
America of its foreign policies towards 
world nations. America wants to regain 
its power and control of the world's 
resources by reconsidering the world's 
political map in order to satisfy its 
interests and objectives. By poking its 
nose into world affairs, the US creates 
instability and jeopardizes global 
peace.

Abdulghani Abdulgaleel Al- 
Shameeri
To save people in Afghanistan or to 
save our conscience, days, hours and 
nights pass very quickly as if they were 
centuries. The homeless people in 
Afghanistan are victims of Western 
arrogance. The USA and the West have 
been assembling military forces to kill 
the innocent powerless people of 
Afghanistan. This nation remained in 
long periods of destructive wars and 
has been suffering from the simplest 
means of life. Of course, all this hap
pened in front of our own eyes. Why 
are those innocent people killed every
day? What crime did they commit? 
Where is the consciousness of the 
Islamic nations and pan-Arabism? 
Undoubtedly, these acts are scary, hor
rible and aggressive. All of us are 
scared to witness such acts. But why 
do we feel afraid? Why do they claim 
the right to fight terrorism? Where are 
the origins of terrorism? They are 
using different kinds of weapons and 
experience right now against the 
Afghans. Does Islam mean terrorism? 
Why are such helpless people killed? 
The basic infrastructure is currently 
being completely devastated. What 
will remain?
So many questions need to be urgently 
answered. The current situation is of 
great danger. This could lead to huge 
disasters with the victims being Islam 
in general and the Afghans in particu
lar.

Arafat Meets German FM With Call 
for Israel to Return to Talks

GAZA_ Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat on Friday met visiting German 
Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer, urg
ing Israel to return to the negotiating 
table and implement the agreements 
reached with the Palestinian side.
In a joint news briefing following the 
meeting, Arafat said, " We do not ask 
the impossible. We only urge them to 
return to the negotiating table and 
implement agreements and commit
ments between us."
He reaffirmed the Palestinian National 
Authority's commitment to the peace 
process, despite "Israeli military esca
lations and occupation of important

Palestinian areas."
Describing his talks with Arafat as 
fruitful, frank and open, the German 
minister admitted the situation in the 
Palestinian territories is "serious and 
difficult."
Both Arafat and Fischer agreed that 
there was no alternative to peace. The 
two leaders stressed that the interna
tionally acknowledged Mitchell report 
must be fully implemented as early as 
possible.
On behalf of the German government 
and people, Fischer promised to push 
forward the peace process and support 
the Palestinian people. —Xinhua 

’’Other Forces” May Be Behind
Terror Attacks on U.S.: Saudi DM

KUWAIT CITY—Saudi Defense 
Minister Sultan Ibn Abdul-Aziz has 
said that there may be some "other 
forces" behind the September 11 terror 
attacks in the U.S., the Kuwait-based 
Arab Times reported on Monday.
"A terrorist strike of such magnitude, 
precision and accurate planning brings 
us to the question of who could have 
been assisting Osama bin Laden and 
his organization," Sultan, also Saudi 
second deputy prime minister, said in 
an interview with the newspaper.
The U.S. has accused bin Laden, a 
Saudi-born multi-millionaire, of mas
terminding the terror attacks in New 
York and Washington, and has been 
pounding Afghanistan since October 7

for harboring him.
Sultan stressed that the assaults in New 
York and Washington could not be 
described as "a normal thing," saying 
that they have many dimensions, 
meanings and interpretations.
Saudi Interior Minister Nayef Ibn 
Abdul-Aziz said on Saturday that the 
kingdom has detained some Saudis 
who were alleged supporters of bin 
Laden.
Meanwhile, the Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Institution, the Saudi central 
bank, has ordered to follow up and 
freeze the accounts of companies, indi
viduals and groups listed by the United 
States for being involved in terrorist 
operations. —Xinhua 

Japanese Group Calls for Peaceful 
Solution to Terrorism

TOKYO—A group of some 200 
prominent Japanese figures on 
Thursday issued an appeal calling on 
national leaders to fight terrorism by 
using diplomatic means, Kyodo News 
reported.
The appeal said the U.S.-led military 
strikes against Afghanistan will only 
result in more retaliation and perpetu
ate the cycle of violence, the report 
said.
Oceanographer Tomoyasu Kawai and

novelist Hisashi Inoue are among the 
20 promoters of the appeal, while 173 
other people, including writer Jiro 
Akagawa and actress Eriko Watanabe, 
support it.
The appeal also criticized Japan's anti- 
terrorism legislation enabling the Self
Defense Forces to provide rear-area 
logistics support for the current U.S.- 
led military campaign as an infringe
ment on the country's war-renouncing 
Constitution. —Xinhua

Anthrax Found in U.S. Supreme 
Court Mail Equipment

WASHINGTON—Anthrax was dis
covered Friday on a U.S. Supreme 
Court mail device, but so far no evi
dence showed that the court building 
was contaminated by the microbe.
The bacteria were found on a filter 
removed from a warehouse that 
screens mail headed for the Supreme 
Court, and federal officials said no evi
dence showed the microbe had made 
way to the court building itself.
Court spokeswoman Kathy Arberg 
said that the whole building would be 
closed and employees sent home. The 
building would be tested thoroughly, 
and if any contamination is detected, it 
will be decontaminated, according to 
the spokeswoman. —Xinhua

Arrested French Journalist to 
Appear in Court: Taliban

ISLAMABAD—A spokesman for the 
Taliban militia in Jalalabad said on 
Sunday that an investigation of the 
arrested French journalist Michel 
Peyrard has been finished and he 
would be presented to a court soon, 
according to the Pakistan-based 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP).

—Xinhua

Five Opposition Commanders 
Executed by Taliban

ISLAMABAD—Afghan Taliban exe
cuted five opposition commanders 
Saturday morning after capturing them 
in Samangan province, according to 
the Afghan Islamic Press (AIP).
According to details, the Afghan oppo
sition Northern Alliance launched a 
major offensive against Taliban in 
Dara Souf of Samangan province, 
which was repulsed by the Taliban sol
diers. Five opposition commanders 
and 15 troops were captured during the 
fighting.
Mohammed Bilal and other opposition 
commanders were hanged after the 
capture.
A renowned Afghan opposition com
mander Abdul Haq on Friday was also 
executed for treason under a religious 
decree issued by a meeting of Afghan 
religious scholars.

—Xinhua

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) invites all applicants to apply for the position of an 

Assistant Accounting / Finance Officer 
based in Sana'a to undertake the following tasks.

Tasks:
Contribute into establishing and maintaining the appropriate mechanisms and procedures in order to secure the 
operations support for a smooth implementation of the World Bank funded child Development Project (information 
flow, banking arrangements, exchange/interest rates and cash flow management, cost recovery, budget flow-up, 
issuance of quarterly report, etc.)

- Control and operate bank accounts in accordance with UN/UNICEF financial rules and regulations and local 
banking practice. Provide up-to-date information on the cash position status of such accounts. Reconcile bank 
statements, keep abreast of all procedures and regulations regarding the maintenance of bank accounts, exchange 
and interest rates, etc.

- Certify the appropriate, accurate and timely processing and recording of disbursements and payments, e.g. Medical 
Insurance Plan, Travel claims, Pension Fund, Insurance, Advances to Government, etc... in accordance with 
established rules, regulations and systems and within budgetary limits. Also ensure recovery of advances and 
accounts receivable.

- Monitor financial transaction and accounting reports, and reconciliation of accounts, to ensure accurate and up-to- 
date financial information. Prepare required reports and statements for Head of Office, Regional Office, 
headquarters, CDF steering committee and the World Bank.

- Manage the PROMS books opened for the Child Development Project and coordinate with ITD on technical 
adjustments to meet local conditions. Supervise timely maintenance of computerized accounting and financial 
system.

- Control petty cash fund for CDP, disbursements, recording and accounting.
- Review budget expenditures by codes against approved allotments, and verify compliance and reports received from 

Headquarters.
- Prepare and analyze data for budget estimates and financial planning. Finalize forecast of expenditure and 

withdrawal applications sent to the World Bank.
- Brief staff on the applications and interpretation on UN/UNICEF accounting and financial rules, procedures and 

policies.
- Responsible for safekeeping of cash and cheques.

Qualifications and skills required:
A- Minimum University Degree in Accounting and/or Finance (Certified Accountant Desirable)
B- Five years experience work in Finance and Accounting
C- Fluency in Arabic and English - speaking reading and writing
D- Good judgement, initiative, high sense of responsibility, organization and analytical skills
E- Excellent knowledge of computer management and applications.

If you have the necessary qualifications and background for the above, we encourage you to submit your CV to:
The Operations Officer,
UNICEF Yemen,
P. O. Box 725, Sana'a
Republic of Yemen

The Deadline for receiving applications for the above post is 7 November 2001



Remembering Tareq Aman
O

ur readers may remember the front-page 
news item about Tareq Farook Aman, the 
Canadian of Yemeni origin who was ruth- 
lessly beaten to death on Friday 
September 28, 2001 in Ottawa, the capital 

city of Canada. Weeks after the attack, we asked Tareq's 
father, Farook, to give us a briefing on Tareq and his feel
ings on what happened.

His reply is the following:
"Tareq Farook Aman is my son. He was a wonderful 
and talented young man in many areas. He spoke at 
least four languages fluently. At only 19 years, he 
had accomplished himself in music such as rap and 
hip hop. No other young man or woman has done this 
in the Ottawa region so far. He composed songs in 
English and French.

His first CD was going to be released in the year 2002. He 
was working with several music studios. He performed in 
Montreal and Toronto and was about to perform in Boston 
and New York before his sudden tragic death.
Tareq was not a mean person but was loved and respect
ed by many. That is why his funeral drew a record crowd 
that Ottawa City had never witnessed before. The crowd 
included Canadian members of the Parliament, people 
from the business and sports community, talented young

artists and friends as well as relatives.
The Ottawa City Hall approved a memorial in 
memory of Tareq Farook Aman. A bench will be 
installed in the park where Tareq collapsed. They 
are also considering naming the park in Tareq's 
name. Moreover, we understand that two compa
nies in the United States have expressed interest in 
establishing an educational fund in Tareq's name 
to assist young unfortunate but talented people in 
getting scholarships to pursue their dreams as 
artists. Details are being worked out to establish 
Tareq's foundation. A Montreal-based garment 
manufacturer is also currently looking into sell
ing high quality T-shirts with his face on the front 
and his lyrics at the back. Tareq's name will live 
forever. He was a good Muslim."
On behalf of Yemen Times, we would like to 
extend to Mr. Farook and Tareq's family our con
dolences and encourage them to go on with life 
whatever happens.
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In the last two weeks, the Anthrax hyste
ria has reached a whole new level. White 
poweders have been sent throughout the 
world in the form of threats, biachemical 
attacks, and practical jokes.
In Japan alone, police have received 
reports of some 400 cases in which white 
powder has been discovered across the 
country during the last 10 days up to 
Tuesday, following anthrax cases in the 
United States, Kyodo News reported.
However, there have been no cases in 
which bacteria or toxic substances have 
been detected, and about 50 cases were 
found to be pranks involving starch, baby 
powder and spices, the report said, quot
ing the National Police Agency (NPA). 
More than half the cases reported since 
October 13 involved mail received 
directly through the post and there were 
also cases in which the recipient mistook 
cosmetic powder for a suspicious sub
stance, the NPA said.

In line with the reports, there has been an 
increase in the number of times investi
gators from the Metropolitan Police 
Department (MPD) and the Osaka pre
fectural police's terrorist unit probing 
cases involving biological and chemical 
weapons has been mobilized.
About 120 cases were reported in Tokyo, 
including one in which an envelope con
taining starch powder was sent to the 
prime minister's official residence. 
Investigators from the MPD's team deal
ing with terrorist cases have been mobi
lized 70 times, the NPA 
said.
On Tuesday, police and railway officials 
said white powder had been found at 
Narita airport, east of Tokyo, and on two 
bullet trains.
In Osaka Prefecture, western Japan, the 
police said they found ingredients used 
in bath salts from white powder sent in 
an envelope to the U.S. Consulate

General in the Osaka-Kobe area last 
week.
Letters including white or sometimes 
colored powder were reported in many 
countries of the world.
There were reports in the UK, Australia, 
Kenya, France, Israel, Turkey, Egypt, 
Kuwait, and many other countries 
including Yemen.
However, analysts believe that almost all 
of those powders are no more than 
“silly” practical jokes that have caused a 
great deal of damage the peace of mind 
of the people of those countries.
Reports published said that there is a 
global increasing fear of the Anthrax dis
ease, not only in the USA, but all over 
the globe. However, analysts believe that 
the danger in the meantime is mainly 
concentrated in the USA, where the let
ters originated.
The Middle East was among the regions 
that were affected deeply by this anthrax

hysteria. According to AP, “In one of a 
series of anthrax scares across the 
Middle East, an American University of 
Beirut professor who opened an enve
lope containing white powder was 
rushed to hospital, university officials 
said Wednesday.
Lebanon has witnessed numerous 
anthrax scares in the past few days which 
government officials have called "heavy 
jokes."
In Saudi Arabia, Health Minister Osama 
Shubukshi said several suspicious letters 
containing white powder had proved to 
be "stupid pranks," and no cases of 
anthrax had been found in the kingdom. 
The Okaz newspaper quoted him 
Wednesday as saying the letters con
tained harmless powder and flour.” 
Fortunately however, all those cases 
seemed to be hoaxes.
Let’s hope that they don’t develop to be 
true.

Round-the-clock 
Monitoring on Mars

SVALBARD ISLANDS, 
October 24 (Xinhua) - The 
Ny-Alesund Space Geodetic 
Observatory of Norway can 
keep an eye on Mars 24 hours 
a day, a local researcher told a 
visiting team of Chinese scien- 
tistshere Wednesday.
Leif Morten Tangen, an engi
neer with the observatory, said 
that compared with observato
ries in other regions, their sta
tion boasted a perfect geo
graphical location which left 
no place beyond their monitor
ing capabilities.
Located in 78.56 degrees north 
latitude and 11.52 degrees east 
longitude, the observatory is 
situated in Ny-Alesund in the 
northwest of the Svalbard 
Islands.
Through observation, scien
tists found that the drop

between rising and ebb tides 
there was about 14 centime
ters, and Svalbard Island is 
moving two or three millime
ters toward the southwest 
every year.
According to Tangen, the 
observatory could pinpoint the 
exact location of the North 
Pole to support the global posi
tioning system.
Tangen attributed these 
achievements to the newest 
high technology used in the 
observatory. One example is 
the atomic clock: the margin of 
error of the observatory's 
atomic clock was one second 
per million years, while that 
used by the Global Positioning 
System was one second every 
30, 000 years. In addition, a 
130-ton satellite antenna with a 
20-meter diameter behind the

observatory will not 
be affected by power
ful weather.
The Yilite-Moming 
Arctic Scientific 
Expedition arrived on 
the island last Friday 
and plans to build 
China's first scientific 
research station there.

Osama Bin Laden 
Mask For Halloween

As the Halloween approaches, ana
lysts believe that the Anthrax scare 
and terrorist attack of September 11th 
could potentially lead to great panic 
and distress among the citizens who 
may be using very "serious" jokes 
including sending each other white 
powders, trying to demonstrate 
Osama bin Laden, etc.
One of those issues that may scare the 
hell out of American children may be 
the newly arrived Osama bin Laden 
masks. As Reuters said, "The Osama 
bin Laden Halloween masks have 
arrived, but a New York shop owner 
says he is not selling them to just anyone.
"Not everyone can buy this mask," said Paul Blum, 
owner of Abracadabra, the mask and costume shop in 
Manhattan's Chelsea neighborhood, of the bin Laden 
mask that he had made up and which arrived on 
Tuesday.
And he wasn't just talking about the $95 price tag. "If 
they're going to use it to hang him, or put him in an 
electric chair, fine," Blum said.
"But to wear, to run around to have fun being bin 
Laden, I don't think so. I'm not going to sell them to 
people like that at all," he said.
Accordingly, a dummy in the store wearing the rubber 
mask was strapped into an electric chair, with the 
headpiece strapped around the faux-bin Laden's tur
ban.

"All right sucker, we're going to fry. 
Any last words?" cracked Omar, a 
store employee.
Blum said he planned to interview 
potential buyers "and see what they 
had in mind to do with it. And I'll be 
the judge whether to sell it to them 
or not."
Customers at the shop, which also 
features masks of recent U.S. presi
dents, O.J. Simpson and Austin 
Powers as well as a host of ghouls 
and even the Mrs. Bates cadaver 
from the Alfred Hitchcock film 
"Psycho", lined up for a chance to 

slap the bin Laden figure.
And they were nearly universal in saying that they did
n't find the mask offensive, but thought any one who 
wore it on the streets of New York City was taking his 
life in his.hands.
“Any way we can keep the Halloween spirit alive," 
said Danielle Ahrens when asked what she thought 
about the mask, which depicts
America's most wanted man as wild eyed, complete 
with turban and long, gray-streaked beard.
“Any humor we can find in life is a good thing right 
now," said Ahrens, who found the mask inoffensive as 
long as it made bin Laden an object of ridicule or 
scorn.
“But it's probably not a smart move" to wear it in pub
lic, she added.”

A Cure for Anthrax?
In Indian homeopathic practitioner said last 
week that a traditional medicine called 
homeopathy can indeed be effective in pre
venting the anthrax bacteria from affecting 
humans.
"Anthracinum, which is prepared by triturat
ing (grinding) the puss from anthrax, is a 
very effective prophylactic against anthrax," 
Dr. B. Gangapadhyay, a former head of the 
Orissa Medical College of Homeopathy and 
Research, told Reuters.
Fears of germ warfare have spread world
wide since last month's attacks on New York 
and Washington as an outbreak of anthrax 
has spread in the United States through 
tainted mail.
The homeopathic do not only say that it can 
be used as a preventive tool, but interesting
ly, they claim that it can also cure severe 
anthrax diseases. "Anthracinum works like 
magic. If a person just takes a dose (of

anthracinum) for two days in succession, he 
would be immune from anthrax for at least 
three months," Gangapadhyay, who prac
tices in Calcutta, said.
This comes in a time the USA is suffering 
from the worst night
mare ever in terms of 
biological terrorism as 
officials claimed that the 
deliberately sent letters 
intend to kill whoever 
inhales the white 
anthrax infected powder 
in them.
At the same time, they 
did not confirm whether 
they suspect Al-Qaeda 
and Osama bin Laden to 
be behind those attacks. 
Three Americans have 
died so far while several 
are thought to be infect
ed.

However, normal doctors and orthodox 
medical practitioners did not comment on 
the effectiveness of the said Indian homeo
pathic remedy.

NOW THAT IS BIZARRE!
A weekly column for bizarre stories & news

Robber Panics and Calls Police On Himself
NORWAY - A 27-year-old would-be robber panicked in the middle of a heist. He 
had intended to blow up Gensidige NCR's cash machine, but realized he had left 
incriminating clues to his identity. So, he called the police on himself. They oblig
ingly agreed to meet him at the bank. Trond Aune of
Romerike police said, "He left revealing 'trade marks' at the scene of the crime. He 
was also worried about the dynamite he'd left behind." Police blocked off the area 
while they waited for bomb experts to arrive at the scene. The man was arrested.

Botched Study Puts British Officials In Bad Mood
LONDON - Chris Bostock, head of the government-funded Institute of Animal 
Health, told the BBC that the government's veterinary laboratory - the VLA -- had 
sent him an e-mail admitting mistakes had been made. Bostock led a study by the 
Edinburgh-based Institute of Animal Health of samples of 2,867 sheep to deter
mine whether bovine spongiform encepha
lopathy, or "mad cow" disease, was present in British sheep. The government had 
already developed a contingency plan for the destruction of 40 million sheep and 
lambs if necessary. The results of the IAH study indicated that up to 1 percent of 
the sheep had been infected by BSE. But two days before the report was to be 
submitted to a key meeting of the government's BSE Advisory Committee, scien
tists discovered they had spent nearly half a decade and $312,000 studying cows' 
brains — not sheep. Peter Smith, the committee's chairman, said, "It appears to 
have been a dreadful mistake."

Convicted Criminal Asks For Prison Credit
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. - A man who escaped from prison and was captured 
after 10 years on the lam is asking to be released immediately. His rationale? His 
original sentence would have been up by now. "This petition may take the prize for 
chutzpah,"a judge wrote in an opinion. Timothy Marshall's request was denied. 
Marshall, 39, was convicted in 1985 of trafficking cocaine and was sentenced to 15 
years. On a legal note, the court said Marshall showed no requirement to give an 
escapee "credit" for time spent outside prison walls.

Bizarre Statements
"I believe you should live each day as if it is your last, which is why I don't have any 
clean laundry because, come on,who wants to wash clothes on the last day of their 
life?" -Age 15
“It sure would be nice if we got a day off for the president's birthday, like they do 
for the queen's. Of course, then we would have a lot of people voting for a candi
date born on July 3 or December 26, just for the long weekends." -Age 8
"I bet living in a nudist colony takes all the fun out of Halloween." -Age 13
"For centuries, people thought the moon was made of green cheese. Then the 
astronauts found that the moon is really a big hard rock. That's what happens to 
cheese when you leave it out.” -Age 6

Photo of the Week

And He Never 
Gave Up 

Bull-Fighting!

Some People 
Just Never 

Learn!
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Satellite VideoPhone & Live Broadcasting Revolution

F
or the first time in history, 
people could see events 
live in extremely remote 
areas of the world, with the 
device not heavier than 

kg. It is Satellite Videphone.
It all started when CNN transmitted 
pictures of the American crew flying 
of the country. This was believed to 
the first live unauthorised images to 
broadcast from China. The video 
transmitted by pioneering new vic 
phone technology - the TH-1 or Talk 
Head videophone - developed by vi 
communications specialists More 
Media and satellite specialists 
Communications. The new ‘camera 
the box’, which enables live two-' 
reports from correspondents via ISI 
and Inmarsat satellite technology, 
resulted in a journalist coup for 
CNN who were able to transmit live 
reports 25 minutes before its com
petitors sent recorded footage via a 
satellite facility.
Since then the videophone technolo 
gy has attracted considerable interest 
from broadcast organisations around 
the world.
On another level, to CNN viewers, the 
air war over Afghanistan looks like 
series of primitive green flashes 
light up an inky night sky.
Crude as they are, the images are made 
possible by a new technology — a 
lunch-box-sized “videophone” that 
streams low-bandwidth video over a 
portable satellite telephone. The footage 
is captured by a lone cameraman on a 
mountaintop 60km north of Kabul.
Other television reporters at Afghan 
rebel camps and in neighboring 
Uzbekistan — basically anywhere they 
can lug about 9kg of equipment — are 
using videophones to do characteristi
cally jittery stand-up reports.
While the images appear primitive, they 
are a big improvement over voice-only 
live reports from far-flung correspon
dents during previous conflicts, which

were typically accompanied visually by 
simple maps.

US$7,950

requires a satel
lite uplink facility comprised of at least 
a ton of recording and broadcast gear. 
Operated by a crew of three to four, the 
gear is usually housed inside a van.
“Moving all that equipment is a big 
operation, especially in a war zone,” 
said CNN chief news executive Eason 
Jordan.
The videophone has allowed individual 
television reporters to wriggle close to 
the action, chiming in via jerky, pixelat
ed video from the some of the planet’s 
furthest reaches.
The device first grabbed attention in 
April, when a CNN reporter connected 
one to a car battery and broadcast live

images of a US spy plane crew depart
ing China’s Hainan island.
The videophone allowed CNN to broad-

photage almost a half-hour ear
rival broadcasters, who drove 
blink facility to transmit their 
video.
The pictures riled competing 
journalists and Chinese 
authorities, who detained the 
reporter and confiscated the 
videophone.
Although the device is con
sidered of little use in the US 
— where most areas are with
in reach of satellite or 
microwave transmission 
facilities — CNN reporters 
used videophones after the 
Sept. 11 World Trade Center 
attack, transmitting from 
much closer to “ground zero” 
than broadcast trucks could 
reach.
The 4kg videophone itself is 
used mainly to compress the 
video for transmission. Few 
porters rely on the rudimen- 

tary golf-ball shaped camera that 
accompanies it. Most reporters con- 

nect their own cameras — a 
digital video camera will do. 
the video to headquarters, the

videophone must be connected to a 
satellite phone, a device about the size 
of a laptop computer. The sat phone rec
ommended by 7E, manufactured by 
England’s Ottercom Ltd, costs 
US$9,950.
The phone relays the signal via a com
munications satellite parked in geo
stationary orbit at 35,900km above 
the earth. Since the signal travels at 
the speed of light, a “live” satel
lite broadcast is actually 
delayed by a half-second, 
Gutman said.
The setup also requires installa
tion of a US$6,500 7E receiving 
device at news headquarters that

decodes the signal for broadcast.
However, prominent digital communi
cations companies are yet promising to 
deliver yet much more efficient video
phones.
NEC Corporation announced that it has 
developed a prototype of a mobile 
videophone based on the next-genera
tion mobile communications system 
“IMT-2000”. The videophone is a com
bination of a mobile phone handset with 
a viewer comprising screen, video cam
era and microphone.
The third-generation mobile phone sys
tem, which is now in the process of stan
dardization, aims to achieve data trans
mission speeds from 30 to 100 times 
higher than current rates (384Kbps for 
mobile, 2Mbps for static). Ultra high 
voice clarity and mobile multimedia 
applications including video, large- 
capacity data and Internet access can all 
be possible through this system. The W- 
CDMA system also utilizes frequencies 
efficiently, allowing more subscribers to 
share the system.
NEC’s prototype W-CDMA based 
mobile phone handset is a compact and 
lightweight (120cc, 130g) foldable 
design. The viewer (240g, 260cc) com
prises a small CCD (Charged Couple 
Device) camera, microphone and 2-inch 
color TFT-LCD screen. It employs the 
latest video and audio compression 
technology (MPEG-4 Visual 
*2, H.263 Ver.2 *3, MPEG- 
4 Audio/CELP

(8kHz/16kHz Sampling) and G723.1 
*4) to enable the phone to realize high 
quality audio and video, Internet access 
capabilities and large capacity video 
streaming. In addition, the hands-free 
function enables users to converse while 
watching the screen.
To enable wireless connection between 
the phone handset and the viewer screen 
NEC is using The Bluetooth technology, 
the latest standard for short-distance 
radio communications *5. The 
Bluetooth technology works by connect
ing information terminals using omni

directional radio signals. The ability 
to separate the viewer from the 
mobile phone makes the phone highly 
portable and convenient for use on the 
move without connection cables or 
directional infrared connection. This 
means that the phone can remain in 
your pocket whilst the screen and 
camera are in operation. By separat
ing the phone handset and viewer, the 
phone is both easier to use and 
remains highly portable.
The world has been amazed with the 
precision and relatively high quality 
pictures brought from various TV 
channels using this technology. 
Among those was Al-Jazeera Satellite 
Channel which was able to deliver 

quality video through videophone from 
various parts of Afghanistan in the 
ongoing war.
However, the future is still holding other 
pleasant surprised for the broadcasting 
companies and also for the viewers. It is 
expected that in a few years time, video
phone image quality will indeed 
approach regular satellite live transmis
sion in quality. This will truly bring live 
journalism to a whole new level.

(Sources: NEC Co., Motion Media, 
Taipei Times, Crain Communications)

FIFA: All Bahrain players were eligible
SAUDI ARABIA VICTORIOUS

(fifa.com, Oct. 23) Following up on a complaint 
submitted by the Iran Football Federation according 
to which Bahrain had allegedly fielded ineligible 
players in FIFA World Cup qualifying matches of 
the Asian Second Round, FIFA checked the official 
documents pertaining to these matches of Group A 
and found that all Bahrain players engaged in these 
matches were eligible to compete.
In a fax sent on Tuesday to the Iran Football 
Federation, FIFA General Secretary Michel Zen- 
Ruffmen confirmed this fact. Taking position 
regarding the complaint, the FIFA General Secretary 
pointed out that all players in question had been eli
gible, either because - in accordance with the disci
plinary regulations and decisions by the FIFA 
Disciplinary Committee - their previous yellow 
cards from the Asian First Round qualifying match
es had not been carried over to the Second Round or 
because the player had served his suspension.
In particular, the Bahrain players Mohamed 
HUSAIN MOHAMED and Khaled AL DOSERI 
were eligible to play the matches Bahrain-Iraq on 24 
August 2001 and Bahrain - Saudi Arabia on 21 
September 2001 respectively.
Moreover, the player Mohamed Ahmed SALMEEN 
had effectively been suspended from the match 
Thailand-Bahrain on 16 October 2001 and did not 
play in this match. In their complaint, the Iran 
Football Federation erroneously referred to the 
player Mohamed SALMAN MAKI, whose respec
tive identity and eligibility, however, were ascer

tained on the base of the passport number and date 
of birth.
Iran lost its last second round qualifying match 1- 3 
away to Bahrain and will now have to contest the 
Asian play-offs against United Arab Emirates.
Iranian officials had said that head of IFF Mohsen 
Safaei Farahni sent a letter of protest to world soc
cer governing body FIFA regarding the case.
However, this didn’t change the unexpected result 
in which host Bahrain stunned Iran 3-1 on Sunday 
to help Saudi Arabia, also in the same group, 
advance to the 2002 World Cup competitions to be 
jointed hosted by South Korea and Japan.
The first leg is due to take place in Iran on 25 
October 2001, the return match will be played on 31 
October in the United Arab Emirates.
The winner of these play-offs will then take on 
Ireland Republic for a two-leg play-off round (on 10 
and 15 November 2001 respectively) whose winner 
will qualify for the 2002 FIFA World Cup 
Korea/Japan.

ROAD TO WORLD CUP
BEIJING, October 22 (Xinhua) 
Following is the Asian World 
Cup qualification road:
Group A
Friday, August 17 
At Baghdad, Iraq 
Iraq 4, Thailand 0 
At Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
Saudi Arabia 1, Bahrain 1 
Thursday, August 23 
At Manama, Bahrain 
Bahrain 2, Iraq 0
Friday, August 24 
At Tehran, Iran 
Iran 2, Saudi Arabia 0 
Friday, August 31 
At Manama, Bahrain 
Iraq 0, Saudi Arabia 1 
Saturday, September 1 
At Bangkok, Thailand 
Thailand 0, Iran 0 
Thursday, September 6 
At Manama, Bahrain 
Bahrain 1, Thailand 1 
Friday, September 7 
At Baghdad, Iraq 
Iraq 1, Iran 2
Friday, September 14 
At Tehran, Iran 
Iran 0, Bahrain 0 
Saturday, September 15 
At Bangkok, Thailand 
Thailand 1, Saudi Arabia 3 
Friday, September 21 
At Manama, Bahrain
Bahrain 0, Saudi Arabia 4 
Saturday, September 22 
At Bangkok, Thailandc 
Thailand 1, Iraq 1 
Friday, September 28

- Friday, October 5 
At Tehran, Iran 
Iran 1, Thailand 0 
At Amman, Jordan 
Saudi Arabia 2, Iraq 1 
Friday, October 12 
At Tehran, Iran 
Iran 2, Iraq 1
Tuesday, October 16 
At Bangkok, Thailand
Thailand 1, Bahrain 1
Sunday, October 21
At Manama, Bahrain
Bahrain 3, Iran 1
At Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia 4, Thailand 1

Group B
Thursday, August 16
At Doha, Qatar
Qatar 0, Oman 0
Friday, August 17
At Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates
United Arab Emirates 4,
Uzbek’n 1
Saturday, August 25 
At Shenyang, China 
China 3, United Arab Emirates 0 
Sunday, August 26 
At Tashkent, Uzbekistan 
Uzbekistan 2, Qatar 1
Friday, August 31
At Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates
United Arab Emirates 0, Qatar 2
At Muscat, Oman
Oman 0, China 2
Friday, September 7
At Doha, Qatar

Final Results & Standings of World Cup Asian Qualifiers
GROUP A P W D L F A Pts
1.S. Arabia 8 5 2 1 17 8 17
2. Iran 8 4 3 1 10 7 15
3. Bahrain 8 2 4 2 8 9 10
4. Iraq 8 2 1 5 9 10 7
5. Thailand 8 0 4 4 5 15 4

GROUP B P W D L F A Pts
1. China 8 6 1 1 13 2 19
2. UAE 8 3 2 3 10 11 11
3. Uzbek’n. 8 3 14 13 14 10
4. Qatar 8 2 3 3 10 10 9
5. Oman 8 1 3 4 7 16 6

Underlined: Qualifies - Outlined: Advances for Playoffs

At Baghdad, Iraq
Iraq 1, Bahrain 0
At Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 
Saudi Arabia 2, Iran 2

Qatar 1, China 1
Saturday, September 8 
At Tashkent, Uzbekistan
Uzbekistan 5, Oman 0

Impressions about Yemen
Mrs. Larissa Kalugina
Spouse of H.E. the Ambassador of Russian Federation 
President of Association of the Heads of Mission Spouses

F
or me visiting Yemen each time means entering the fairly- 
tale of “One and thousand nights”. Everything is magical in 
Sana’a. A lot of mysteries seem to take place under the col
orful lights coming from semi round window of Yemen 
houses flood with the thick layer of a white glaze.

The appearance, kindness and sympathy of people make them the charac
ters of the tales.
Many virtues might be hidden under the veils of women as they pass rap
idly and the wind solemnly streams their clothes.
I change my negative attitude towards the mud and rubbish in the streets 
after visiting the rural areas and seeing how hardworking people are. They 
have to cultivate each centimeter of the soil with their own hands. Of 
course they do not have enough time and possibility to improve the con
ditions of life. Moreover, they do not care much about them having anoth
er value instead.
But in spite of magical charm of Yemen, I cannot help mentioning the 
problems too. Among them is the high percentage of Qat consumption. 
The other problem from my point of view is the insufficient attention 
towards girls’ education. But I hope that the efforts made by our organi
zation (I mean the Association of the Heads of Missions Spouses) in this 
field would be helpful in educating and upbringing the girls.
The Association of Heads of Mission Spouses was activated in April 
1997. Our group is aimed to help first of all, women and children who are 
unfortunate. The need for helping people in Yemen is very wide. Help can 
be provided in so many ways to those who need it the most. We are a small 
group of ladies but during our almost 5-year charity activity, we managed 
to help a lot by organizing a charity bazaar, several lunches for Yemeni 
ladies, concerts, dinners for mixed couples. Until now, with the raised 
money by our charity, we helped build a school in Al-Ahjarah village for 
children form 5 villages (about 200 students). We supplied a school for 
blind girls with school equipment, sent food to orphanages, centers for 
mentally ill people, Sadaa center for children from the streets. Over 200 
kg of meat was distributed to the poorest families in Sana’a. We have vis
ited many hospitals and schools for retarded children and adults. Our last 
project was carried out for Al-Thawra hospital. We have supplied the 
delivery section and nursery department with medical appliances (for over 
10.000 $). The Russian ladies sewed free of charge hospital gowns for 
women out of 130m of material. In recognition of our activities on 
Thursday 18.10.2001 Al Thawra Hospital honored us with a certificate of 
gratitude for our efforts. We were all very proud and happy that we were 
able to help the women and children of Yemen. As we realize that the need 
is enormous, we promise to continue to do our best to help those unfortu
nate, especially that Ramadan is near and people should help each other. 
We have chosen Al-Thawra Hospital because it is a public hospital where 
the poorest people even from other province can seek medical attention 
free of charge. We have seen many hospital rooms and were surprised to 
see how clean it was and how the medical staff was caring for the patients. 
We would like to take to take this opportunity to thank the Al-Thawra 
Hospital’s management especially Dr. Khawla Ahmed Alousi for support
ing this project. More impressions next week..

fifa.com
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Deya’a al-Selwi

If we trace back the ancestry of Mohammed 
Yahya, we will see that he is descended from 
Hameed Al-Deen, the governor of Hodiedah. 
He is the second son of Imam Yahya and the 
governor of Tihama.
He was born in Al-Kafla at the mid-night of 
Ramadan in 1316 A.H. he was a great poet, 
man-of-letter. He was in fact generous, big- 
hearted and considerate. He was a voracious 
reader and exceedingly eager to disseminate 
learning among people. He was entrusted with 
the task of Imam's Yahya to travel to Egypt to 
publish his book Nail Al-Faeda (the 
Obtainment of Usefulness), Al-Badr Al-Talae 
(the Bright Moon), Tohfat Al-Thakereen, (the 
Masterpiece of God's Awakeners) and Al-Fath 
Al-Qadeerr (the Predetermine Conquering) by 
Al-Showkani. He was also entrusted to publish 
the book Al-Burahan Al-Katae (Conclusive 
Proof) and Favoring Quranic Styles to the 
Styles of Greek Books by Mohammad Bin 
Ibraheem Al-Wazeer.
He was entrusted by Imam Yahya to head the 
religious scholars to travel to Italy. He was 
amazingly astonished by the industrial and con
struction renaissance there. He wished to see 
such renaissance in his country.
He was appointed as a governor to Hodiedah in 
January, in 1928. The first thing he had done 
was the inauguration of a primary school for 
those want to complete primary and secondary 
schools. Best students were graduated from this 
schools, such as the first president of Yemen 
(previously the north), the Field Marshal, 
Abdullah Assallal, particularly after the 26th 
September Revolution, the Brigadier General, 
Ahmad Ali Al-Anesi, and the martyr, Ahmad 
Musleh Al-Baraq and many others.
If the ways were prepared for him, Yemen 
would progress differently from that of the 
Yahya's regime. He was completely afraid of 
his father's tyranny and unjust rule. He was also 

afraid of his elder brother. The Imam, Ahmad 
Yahya.
It is known to all that Mohammad was sitting 
with one of his faithful friends. They talked 
about the martyr, Hameed Bin Ahmad and how 
his head was beheaded and thrown into the 
feedbag. Then they talked about the person who 
is going to succeed the Imam Yahya Hameed 
after his death.
In 1932, he went for a walk in one of the 
islands. He was good at swimming. He was 
accompanied by some of his friends for sun
bathing. At 5:00 while he was swimming along 
with three friends of his, the sea waves sudden
ly arose and his friends were about to be 
drowned. He rushed quickly to save them; at 
length, two survivors were saved. He did his 
best to save the third one. Unfortunately, both 
of them were drowned while they swimming. 
His brother came from Hajja where he was 
informed of the death of his brother. He took his 
brother to Hajja and buried him there at the 
mosque yard. The people felt sad of a dear and 
close figure in the Yemeni History. Thus, his 
closest friends and the great poets eulogized the 
deceased, such as Ahmad Showki, the prince of 
poets.
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