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Latest report reveals that the 24 Killed and 34 Injured in Mareb resulted from misunderstanding

WHAT WENT WRONG?
The latest reports about the reasons behind 
the massacre that took place in Mareb gover
norate last week show that a gross misunder
standing led to the death of the 24. Unlike 
what was reported earlier that security forces 
cracked down on sponsors of suspect terror
ists in Mareb and launched an assault to hunt 
them down, the truth is that the attack was not 
planned whatsoever, and the whole event 
erupted due a misunderstanding. It was 
reported that tribesmen from Abeda opened 
fire on the security forces upon hearing a loud 
explosion that they thought was them being 
under attack. However, later it was concluded 
that the sound resulted from a military plane 
that broke the sound barrier.
To investigate the cause of the incident, 
Sheikhs of Abeda tribe in Mareb reached an 
agreement on Friday with commanders of 
security forces stationed in Mareb to form a 
committee comprising of many sheikhs, 
Minister of Defense and Interior Vice-minis
ter. The committee will be entrusted with 
investigating into the latest incidents that took 
place last Tuesday between the Republican 
Guard contingents and tribesmen from Abeda 
tribe. The clashes claimed lives of 24 persons, 
19 from the Republican Guard troops includ
ing the commander of the contingent, Colonel 
Saleh Mulfi and 3 persons from Abeda tribe 
plus two women.
The confrontations erupted after those troops 
attempted to arrest a person called Abu 
Assem, who lives in Hussun Al-Jalal area in 
Mareb, 10 km east of Mareb City. Abu Assem 
had fled his hometown Hudaidah three years 
ago.
The troops had also been searching for Abu 
Ali al-Harethi also known as Qaed Sunian, 
believed to have taken refuge in Abeda tribe. 
Earlier armed troops headed by Minister of 
Defense besieged al-Harthi’s house located in 
Usselan district in Shabwa.
In a move to ease tension in the region, ten 
sheikhs from Abeda tribe gave in themselves 
as hostages to officials of Mareb governorate 
with the view of avoiding any retaliatory 
action by government troops. “Abeda’s 
sheikhs also abandoned Abu Assem because 
he neither belongs to the tribe nor he is a pro
tege of the tribe,” a tribal source commented. 
Bani Al-Hareth tribe has also handed over ten 
persons as hostages who had been subse
quently moved to Sana’a until Qaed Sufian 
al-Harethi is found. Al-Harethi suspected to 
belong to al-Qaeda network, successfully 
escaped the siege imposed on his house last 
Monday night when he had pretended that he 
would surrender himself on condition that the 
government should not extradite him to the 
USA. The authorities agreed on his terms; 
however, he asked for the son of the Minister 
of Defense and the son of a prominent sheik 
as hostages to be presented to his relatives. 
Al-Harethi took advantage of the time of 
negotiations to escape from the house and the 
government troops found no means to retali
ate but to demolish his house.

Yemen Times correspondent in the region 
reported that Hussun Jalal, a densely populat
ed district in Mareb was a scene for mediation 
brokered between sheikhs from Mareb’s 
tribes and Abeda tribe regarding the issue of 
prisoners. “Visiting the site of the armed con
frontations we merely found destroyed mili
tary hardware,” the correspondent added.
Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed, one of the media
tors, told the Yemen Times, “the govern
ment’s troops arrived at Hussun Jalal in the

early morning and demanded searching some 
houses there”. Sheikhs who were present at 
that time ordered facilitating the troops mis
sion, who searched and videotaped these 
houses. Sheiks also informed the troops that 
Abu Assem, who used to have a honey shop 
in Hussun Jalal and lived in the same district, 
had left the area in mid-Ramadan to unknown 
area.

Continued on Page 4

Scene of one of the brand new 
“Ford” military pickup cars after it 
was smashed by tribesmen

Tribesmen also seized oil 
tankers during the conflict

Case of the Abductors of the German Expert

VERDICT AGAINST 
KIDNAPPERS IMMINENT

Sana'a Dec 22 - The penal court of Sana'a is 
expected to pass its verdict against defen
dants accused of kidnapping the German 
engineer last month. In its third session, 
Judge Najeeb al-Qaderi appointed advocate 
Sameed Hashim to defend the five defen
dants, including the four kidnappers who are 
still at large. This comes after the prosecutor 
announced the failure of police to arrest the 
four defendants and that they should be tried 
in absentia.
During the sessions, the advocate protested 
against the prosecution and said he was 
denied to scrutinize and study the case file of 
his client as well as having a private meeting 
with him. The judge agreed to these docu-

ments, but he refused to delay process of the 
trial for a long time.
The defendant, Ahmed Nassir al-Zaidi, who 
is being tried in absentia, confirmed that he 
resorted to kidnapping after he failed to get 
access to government officials to sort out his 
problems, mainly suspending the payment of 
his salary.
He said he did not find justice. He also con
firmed his participation in piercing the oil 
pipeline in Mareb in 1994.
Interestingly, he demanded a compensa
tion for a patent of inventing a helicop
ter which exploded while he was trying 
to take off, leading to the injury of his 
arm.
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Words of Wisdom
Intellectuals and urban elites are sup

posed to lead society and spearhead 
the march towards modernization. 

That role, at least as much as many 
countries in the Third World are con

cerned, is either totally absent or 
badly deficient.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, 
(1951-1999) 

Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
Disarmament in Yemen vs. 

Disarmament in Mareb

L
ast week’s unfortunate accident in the gover
norate of Mareb has caused great concern and 
worry among the civilized Yemeni community. 
The fact that military forces were slaughtered by 
armed tribesmen and taken hostages was truly 

shocking.
The Special Military Forces may have committed a strategic 
mistake when they allowed the military planes to break the 
sound barrier leading to the great loss in lives that day, but by 
allowing tribesmen to possess and purchase more arms, 
Yemen as a whole is continuing to make the deadliest mis
takes, reflecting a terribly frightening situation. This is a situ
ation in which tribesmen are superior to the military in the 
Mareb region, not only in number of weapons, but also in 
number and viciousness.
In a time we hear of such a tragic incident in Yemen, we also 
hear of good news in Afghanistan. Armed Afghans living in 
the city of Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan, are currently 
being disarmed. It is truly refreshing to see that arms are being 
collected by international forces giving way for peace and sta
bility in the city. Recent news reports from the city have 
shown great relief among the Afghan families who can at least 
feel some stability when walking through the streets of the 
city.
This is almost a dream come true for the Afghans, who have 
gone through so many miseries and wars whose sole instru
ments are light weapons.
Yet as Yemenis, we have our own dream. We have a dream of 
a country where only police and military forces are armed. We 
are dreaming of a secure and stable country where tribesmen 
cannot kidnap anymore and bandits cannot commit security 
violations as they would all be without weapons, the very tool 
used in such acts.
But before we can achieve a country without armed tribes
men, we need to work on making Yemen a country where law 
and order prevail over the law of force and weapons. We can 
only be closer to realizing this dream when sheikhs respect the 
law and when tribal leaders and officials walk without those 
accompanying heavily armed bodyguards, who usually cause 
fear among pedestrians.
What is happening today in Afghanistan is a source of hope 
for many nations of the developing world, who are still living 
in cities where armed gangsters and tribesmen can move eas
ily causing them continuous anxiety and concern.
I want to stress that weapons may have helped settle wars in 
the past, but when their number is bigger than needed, they 
usually turn into time bombs.
With 60 million pieces of weapons -and the number is grow
ing by the day- Yemen’s time bomb has not yet exploded. But 
the clock is ticking, and it may not be long before we face a 
catastrophe, a disaster that we cannot imagine.

Instruction to Eradicate Malaria
During his visit to Hodeidah, President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
instructed the Public Health & Population Ministry to work hard 
in order to eradicate malaria in all districts of Hodeidah gover
norate. This comes within the framework of the state's instructions 
to make the year of 2001 a year of eradicating malaria in Yemen.
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President Saleh Calls for Fighting Feuds 
among Armed Forces

Sana'a, 16 Dec.(Saba) - President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh paid a visit on Sunday 
December 16 to the Badr Military Camp in 
Aden where he was received by commander 
of the southern military area, brig. Mahdi 
Makwalah, along with commanders of the 
military units, officers, noncommissioned 
officers, and individuals who exchanged con
gratulations on Eid with the president. 
President extended congratulations to individ
uals and officers of the camp, as well as to all 
members of the armed forces on the occasion 
of Eid.
Addressing the camp, president said the 
armed forces belonged to all the people, they

did not belong to a specific tribe or area. The 
armed forces were formed from all classes of 
the society, from all governorates, districts, 
and villages all over the republic. “We must 
fight feuds, sectarianism, and religious fanati
cism with all means,” president said. There 
have appeared some feuds here and there 
among the armed forces with very unpleasant 
smell, these things must be combated. He said 
that the state gave all necessary care to 
improve the conditions of the armed forces.
President was accompanied by chairman of 
the Shura council Adul Azeez Abdul Ghani, 
minister of state, secretary general of the pres
idential office Abdullah Albasheeri.

Sanaa Seeks to Bring Home up to 500 
Yemeni Fighters from Afghanistan

SANAA, Dec 13 (AFP) - Yemen is working 
to bring home 400-500 men who went to 
Afghanistan to join Osama bin Laden or the 
Taliban, President Ali Abdullah Saleh was 
quoted as saying in Thursday's official press. 
The Sanaa government "is currently negoti
ating the repatriation of Yemeni nationals 
with the international alliance and Pakistan," 
Saleh said.
An unnamed official was quoted as adding: 
"They will be brought to justice to answer for 
any links with Al-Qaeda or the Taliban, or 
involvement in terrorist acts." 
Investigations into the Yemeni fighters 
would also cover their possible roles in 
attacks on the US embassies in East Africa in 
1998, the October 2000 blowing up of the 
US destroyer Cole in Aden and the 
September 11 terror attacks on the United 
States, the official said.
Saudi-born Bin Laden, whose family has its 
roots in Yemen, is accused by Washington of 
being behind all the attacks.
Saleh, who met President George W. Bush at 
the White House at the end of November, 
expressed fears that Yemen could be a target

of the US anti-terror war.
"Some people criticized my visit to the 
United States, but I went there to avoid any 
danger to our country," he said.
"There were reports putting forward Yemen 
as a second Afghanistan." he said in an 
address to religious leaders.
Saleh, in a comment apparently aimed at pla
cating the religious figures, deplored that the 
"mujahedin" who fought against the Soviet 
occupation of Afghanistan at the request of 
the United States ... are now repudiated as 
terrorists."
On December 2, Saleh said Sanaa and 
Washington had agreed to arrest two or three 
people in Yemen suspected of belonging to 
bin Laden's al-Qaeda network.
"They will be arrested ... because they are 
believed to be members of the al-Qaeda net
work" according to US information, he said. 
Saleh, however denied that the suspects had 
links with the suicide bomb attack on the 
USS Cole which left 17 US sailors dead.
Dozens of Yemenis suspected of having links 
with bin Laden were arrested after 
September 11.

Adhban Awarded Medal of Japanese Emperor
Mr. Mohamed Adhban, Chairman of the 
Adhban Establishments was presented with 
the medal of honor of the Japanese Emperor 
yesterday at the house of the Japanese 
Ambassador in Sanaa.
Hence, Mr. Adhban has become the first ever 
Yemeni to be presented with such a presti
gious trophy, and has also become the 19th 
person in the world to be given this honor. 
The medal was presented to Mr. Adhban by 
H.E. the Japanese Ambassador to Yemen, Mr. 
Masamitsu Oki, who expressed his delight in 
presenting the medal to Mr. Adhban for his 
role in promoting Yemeni-Japanese relations 
on various levels throughout the years.
Among the guests attending the ceremony 
were several Ambassadors and diplomats,

along with many high- 
ranking officials and 
other prominent per
sonalities.
Adhban has been a 
pioneer figure in sup
porting the Yemeni- 
Japanese relationship 
by various means eco
nomically and socially.
He is the head of the Yemen-Japanese 
Friendship Association and has contributed 
thoroughly to the relationship between the 
two countries by representing tens of 
Japanese agencies in Yemen and helping 
bring developmental assistance from Japan to 
Yemen.

Yemeni Beaches 
Swarming with 

Thousands of Bathers
Yemeni beaches witnessed an internal tourist 
booming during the Eid holiday. Yemenis 
have swarmed to the coastal cities from all 
the governorates of the republic, such as 
Aden, al-Makha, Hodeidah, al-Khokha and 
Mukalla. The number of visitors to these 
cities has totaled 800 thousand citizens from 
different cities of the republic during the Eid 
al-Fitr vacation.
Hodeidah is the first city to receive visitors 
and Aden is the second. Visitors to Aden dur
ing the last four days of the Eid Al-Fitr vaca
tion reached more than 300 thousand people 
from different cities. In a survey conducted 
by the YT with some visitors of the city, peo
ple expressed their admiration of the level of 
change in all Aden beaches.
It is worth mentioning that a number of Arab 
visitors have also visited Aden beaches from 
different countries such as KSA and other 
Gulf states in addition to some Yemeni expa
triates.

Yemen Participates 
in Islamic Meeting

Sana'a Dec.20 (Saba) Yemen is participa
tion in the 22nd Session of the Islamic 
Science, Education and Culture 
Organization meeting to be held in Sharjah 
on Dec.22nd - 26th, Vice Minister of 
Education Dr. Abdu Al Aziz Hibtour told 
SABA upon departure.
Hibtour indicated that the session would 
stand before a number of issues concerning 
education, culture and science in the Islamic 
countries. During the session the 
Organization General Director’s report 
would also be read out.

Hundred Tons of Fish Exported 
to UAE and Oman

Al-Ghaida, Dec. 20 (Saba) - About 100 tons 
of fish have been exported from Mahra 
Sayout harbor to Sultanate of Oman and 
UAE, chairman of Fishing Association in the 
Governorate told (Saba).
He made it clear that the increasing rate of 
exporting fish this year came due to the visi
ble activity of the Fishing Association in the 
area of Gishin, al-Ghaida, al-Masila, indicat
ing that the product of the Sardine fish avail
able in quantities in the fishing sites reached 
about 100 tons daily.

President Saleh Visits
Tourist Sites of Aden

ADEN, Dec 17 (Saba) - President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh on Sunday paid an inspection 
visit to Aden city, some of its beaches, and 
tourist resorts to have a close look at the 
tourist activity during the Eid vacation.
In his remarks, president Saleh voiced comfort 
for the mounting growth of the internal 
tourism and urged the authorities concerned to 
pay more attention to the tourist facilities to 
further encourage and develop it.
Almost 900,000 people spent the Eid vacation 
in the coastal cities of Aden, Mukalla, and 
Hudeidah.

Latest of 
Spacey

“Spacetel” reminds its valued customers that 
the last date of activating the free line 

obtained during “Ramadan Offer” is 30 days 
from purchasing date. Thus, any card not 
activated after the 

validity period of 30 
days will be no longer 
valid and has no value.

Latest of Spacy

“Spacetel” announces to its valued customers that:

1. International Tariff of Postpaid service is the same as 
Teleyemen International rate.
The increment per call will be per seconds starting December 23, 2001.

2. International Tariff of
Prepaid services is the same as 
Teleyemen International rate.
The increment per call will be per 
second early next year.

Armed Confrontations in Thalea'a: 2 Killed
Two civilians were reportedly killed by 
the military troops in al-Uzla village 
located in Jehaf mountains in Dhalea'a 
on December 22 and many houses were 
demolished, a source from the area said. 
This came in retaliation to an ambush 
set by unidentified men for a military 
group belonging to the 35 Brigade sta

tioned at the area on December 12, dur
ing which 3 soldiers were killed and 
two others injured.
A large group of the same Brigade 
rushed to the area on Thursday and 
started demolishing a number of hous
es, whose owners are suspected to have 
links to the ambush.

Galileo Yemen is committed to 
providing pioneering secured 
reservation system within 48 hours 
for all travel agents, individuals, oil 
companies and trade companies 
through the Internet, with training 
course, free of charge.

For further information, Please call us on:

Contact: Tel +967 1 264732 or 240700 & Tel/Fax 
+967 1 264733 

E-mail: NDC@y.net.ye 
Or SAHGOIY@sit.gmsmail.com
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Yemen’s famous sports commentators to the YT: 

“Sports are enslaved by business, 
globalization and monopoly”

A
li Hamoud Al-Asry, 
Head of the Sports 
Department at the 
Yemen Satellite Channel 
(YSC), has been known 

to Yemenis since he started appearing 
on TV commenting on football match
es and as a host of many of the sports 
programs. Presently, he is broadcast
ing the Sports Studio Program.
His views on sports, sportsmen, espe
cially footballers always make a con
troversy nationwide. Nabeel al- 
Kumaim met with him and filed the 
following interview.

Q: May you give us a brief account 
of yourself?
A: I have a diploma in athletics from 
the University of Liebzg University in 
Germany. I have had a number of relat
ed courses, as well. I have also partici
pated in many sports seminars in and 
outside Yemen.
I joined TV in 1975 as a broadcaster. 
In 1979 I was appointed Chief of 
Broadcasters. During this period I pre
sented several sports programs plus 
broadcasting news.

Q: What is your experience as a 
sportsman and a commentator on 
football matches?
A: I used to play for the al-Wahda 
Team. After that I was selected a mem
ber of the national team. This, in fact, 
helped me be more professional in my 
work here.
As a commentator on football matches, 
I have attended more than twenty over
seas courses on Arabic commentary on 
sports events. I was honored by the 
Arab Radio Union in Sydney and in 
Los Angles in 1984

Q: You are the only broadcaster that 
does not read from papers or moni
tors? Why?
A: I don’t care about composition. My 
rich background of sports enables me 
to provide correct information on relat
ed events

Q:Why aren’t there many sports 
commentators in Yemen?
A: The point is that, who are trying to 
be commentators are not well quali
fied. But I promise when I find any 
qualified young people to do this job I 
will give them the chance to replace 
me.

Q: Have you thought of working for 
other Arab satellite channels?
A: Personally, I don’t like to travel 
much. Despite the big difference in 
payments one can get, I don’t want to 
leave my family.
Two years ago an A.R.T TV channel 
offered me to be their correspondent in 
Yemen. One of the reasons for my 
apology was the fact that here in 
Yemen you can not ensure that the 
matches will take place on time and in 
the planned place. After that I was 
given an opportunity to work for it as 
an anchorman for some of its sports 
programs. But this did not lure my to 
leave my country.

Q: Have you broadcasted other dif
ferent programs?
A: Four years ago, I appeared in a 
papular children program called

(Grand Prize.) 
Students of 18 
schools participated 
in that program 
which was a sort of 
a competition 
among students. It 
was a successful 
experience.

Q: What about 
your sarcastic 
comments on the 
national sports 
and sportsmen, 
especially foot
ballers?
A: Frankly speak
ing, sports in our 
country are not 
developed enough 

to be satisfactory. Some games organ
ized in the city zones are better than 
those organized at the level of the 
country.
I criticize footballers because I used to 
be a player and I know more about our 
current circumstances.
I do not criticize without knowledge of 
the game.

Q: If you were the Minister of Youth 
and Sports, what would be your pri
orities?
A: I would cancel elections. Instead, I 
would appoint whom I see qualified to 
run the sports affairs. I would also set a 
separated budget for youth centers.

Q: There are a lot of pay-satellite- 
TV-channels? What do you think of 
this phenomenon?
A: Sports have become a business for 
many. It is a pity that many will not be 
able to watch the 2002 World Cup 
football matches because they will be 
monopolized by the A.R.T. Other 
Satellite channels have to pay USD 
16,000 plus USD 10,000 as services to 
obtain the right to broadcast the match
es.
The Arab TV Union agreed to pay to 

the tune of USD 100 million to get the 
land TV channels the right to telecast 
the matches.
It is worth mentioning that Italy 
announced that It would not be broad
casting the matches. Nowadays, sports 
have become enslaved by business, 
globalization and monopoly.

Q: What are your future plans?
A: I will leave sports programs and 
sports life once I find a suitable candi
date to replace me.

Q: What is your advice for the 
Yemeni youths?
A: They should not lose hope. Loss of 
hope means loss of everything. They 
should also practice sports and give up 
smoking.

Q: Any last comments?
A: I would like to thank the Yemen 
Times newspaper. Its founder, Dr. 
Abdulaziz al-Saqqaf was with us in the 
TV station in the last decades giving us 
information on English sports terms. 
He was really a father for all of us. 
May his soul rest in peace.

Refugees in Yemen 
Victims of Poverty and Diseases
The influx of refugees 

to Yemen from a num
ber of African coun
tries, particularly 
from the Horn of 

Africa has constituted a heavy bur
den on the deteriorating Yemeni 
economy. More that 250 thousand 
refugees currently live in Yemen 
according to the government statis
tics and 75 thousands according to 
the statistics of the United Nations 
Higher Commissioner for 
Refugees UNHCR.
Some official sources said the 
problem was more complex due to 

the diversity of the nationalities of 
the refugees who take advantage of 
the very long coastlines of Yemen. 
Some figures and statistics 
released by the UNHCR in Sana'a, 
said the number of the 51,623 
refugees are Somalians , 2674 
Eriterians, 946 Ethiopians and 187 
are Sudanes. However, some offi
cial sources in the Yemeni govern
ment confirm that thousands of 
refugees mainly from Somalia live 
in Sana'a and other cities and are 
neither documented by the 
UNHCR nor by the government 
itself.

Epidemics like AIDS and other 
diseases are very rampant amongst 
the refugees, as more than 1250 
AIDS positive cases have so far 
been discovered.
Recently, the Yemeni government 
has given strict instructions to pur
sue illegal immigrants in the coun
try and deport them to their own 
countries. The Ministry of Interior 
confirmed that it had deported 
many illegal immigrants, particu
larly as some of these refugees are 
suspected of drug-trafficking and 
acts of robbery.
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Continued from Page 1:

WHAT WENT WRONG?
During the presence of troops and the 
gathering of tribesmen, some aircraft 
started flying over the area and then we 
heard the sound of two powerful explo
sions that rocked the area. At that 
moment both government's troops and 
the tribesmen present in the site started 
exchanging heavy fire.
A tribal source said the situation 
broke out just when warplanes began 
bombarding the area, although gov
ernment officials said that it was 
rather the sound of the aircraft, which 
broke the sound-barrier to be mistak
enly interpreted by tribesmen as a 
consequence of bombardment. The 
battle between government forces and 
tribesmen lasted for several hours, 
during which government forces 
showered the area with Katusha and 
tank cannons.
Al-Kadadi with his wife and young 
child, Hussan bin Hussein Muthana 
and Saleh al-Agrushi, all belong to 
Abeda tribe were killed during the 
shelling. Two women from Al- 
Nudylan family, were also killed.
During our visit to the site of clashes 
we saw 3 armored vehicles and 3 per
sonnel carriers totally destroyed. The 
institute where the clashes was par

tially ruined.
"The situation just came 
back to normal when the 
tribal sheikhs contacted 
the top military officials 
in Mareb and asked them 
to end the artillery 
shelling of the area. We

subsequently agreed upon an armistice 
for two days," Sheikh Ali Abu Aayn 
said. Similarly, the tribesmen handed 
over 23 troopers who were captured 
during the fighting and ensured the 
mediators that they will bring back all 
the military equipment belonging to 
Republican Guard troops.
Sheikh Muhssen bin Ali Jalal, a lead
ing Sheikh in the area, said, "the whole 
story is a matter of misunderstanding, 
as the tribesmen of the region are fully 
cooperative with the authorities in 
tracking down all terrorist elements 
that may exist here." The same sheikh 
added that the tribes in the region 
would neither play host for terrorist nor 
they would protect them. Another per
son who requested anonymity, com
mented that “there are no terrorists in 
our area. I hope that our government 
will not make of us an escaped-goat 
merely to please the U.S. administra
tion.”

One of the scholastic (religious) 
institutes of the village

The village, where 
the event took place

Military forces were helpless under heavy 
fire by tribesmen, who killed 18 soldiers
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Democracy and Fear
Abdulbari Taher

T
he democratic margin 
Yemen enjoyed in both the 
Northern and Southern 
parts had strong links with 
the collapse of the former 

USSR and its eastern pact, as well as the 
victory of the United States, leader of 
the so-called free world. The United 
States, the human rights advocate, 
whose constitution ensures public free
dom, as well as freedom of expression 
and beliefs, strongly supports democra
cy.
The whole world has undergone a wave 
of false pessimism with the crucial and 
final victory over dictatorship and total
itarianism.
Admittedly, worries about the demo
cratic margin available in Yemen have 
been principally related to the absence 
of the two major players in the political 
arena: the People's General Congress 
(PGC) and the Yemeni Socialist Party 
(YSP.) Factually, this democratic mar
gin remained alive, although not as vig
orous as it used to be immediately after 
the realization of the unification of 
Yemen on May 22, 1990. Thus, fear 
continued to exist most properly, 
because of the persistent trend of the 
PGC to amend the constitution and to 
modify laws related to elections and 
local authority in ways that helps it run 
elections in its favor.
It sounds that people in power are afraid 
of the civil society organizations and the 
political parties, although these parties 
and organizations can change nothing. 
They are clearly more afraid of civil 
society organizations than the powerful 
tribes, because they are initially pro
grammed to hate the rule of civil socie
ty.
It is truly that the regime in Yemen still 
has close links to dictatorship which 
will be further reinforced under the pre

text of combating kidnapping and estab
lishing security in the country. The gov
ernment's handling of the different 
issues seems to be a prelude for a new 
dictatorship. These trends have strong 
presence within the political platform of 
the regime and corruption serves as a 
catalyst for this trend. Yet, cracking 
down on democracy, freedoms and 
human rights is the result of corruption 
prevalent at all the government depart
ments.
The September 11 suicide attacks on 
New York and Washington, as well as 
the war against Afghanistan have sub
stantially affected democracy and free
doms in its own home (USA, Britain 
and the other European countries.) The 
fear now is that this current war may 
have direct consequences on the emerg
ing democracies in the world.
The war waged by the most powerful 
country in the world against one of the 
poorest nations in earth is a direct threat 
on human principles in general. It is 
indeed a difficult test for democracy and 
human rights. The risk of the U.S. war 
against Afghanistan, if it last longer and 
expand further, as confirmed by the 
U.S. and British officials, will certainly 
have catastrophic outcomes on the inter
national peace and stability.
Formerly, the international challenge 
was to prevent a third global war, but 
the third global revolution, i.e. "global
ization," has partially solved the prob
lem. The telecommunication revolution 
has enormously contributed in this 
respect some ways. One way is mainly 
related to abandoning war as a means to 
settle conflicts over interests of compa
nies affiliating to different countries. 
This has evidently come after manufac
turing the mass destruction weapons, 
including the transcontinental nuclear 
warheads and after all countries under 
occupation gained their national inde
pendence with exception to the 
Palestinian people. Apparently, the cur
rent war against Afghanistan is a fresh 
attempt to restore to colonialism, 
despite being under the auspices of the

United Nations.
The majority of occupations that took 
place in the last two centuries had been 
carried out according to international 
resolutions. In fact, what is happening at 
the Afghan soil is not a crackdown on 
the roots of terrorism represented by the 
Taliban regime and al-Qaeda network as 
the war zone could expand to include 
different countries of the world, particu
larly Iraq, Somalia, Syria, Lebanon and 
probably Yemen. The U.S. and British 
governments are keen on having strong 
military presence outside their borders 
under the pretext of fighting terrorism. 
Although this is a mere speculation that 
we hope not to come true, the U.S. 
strong presence in Afghanistan, as well 
as its attempts to gain the support and 
participation of some Arab and Islamic 
countries have many connotations. Yet, 
the persistence of the current war will 
surely constitute a great threat to 
democracy, openness, tolerance, inter
civilizations dialogue and the peaceful 
transfer of power, particularly in the 
third world countries. Furthermore, the 
merciless war policies will certainly pay 
no attention to human rights and what 
happened to the prisoners of al-Qaeda 
organization, in Janhi Castle in Mazzar- 
e-Sharif, is just a case in point. 
Thousands of prisoners of war have 
been slaughtered by both the forces 
loyal to Abdulrashid Dustom and the 
U.S. forces. What is more catastrophic 
is that many of the victims were found 
to be tight-handed. Consequently, the 
uprising of the prisoners who had been 
placed in a well-guarded castle besieged 
by the Northern Alliance and the U.S. 
forces is openly a scandal for the U.S. 
administration.
What is more shameful is that the gov
ernments of these prisoners have not 
articulated even a word of condemna
tion on the massacre carried out against 
their nationals. Similarly, all the interna
tional human rights organizations, as 
well as the civil society organizations 
remained silent regarding this issue as if 
nothing happened.

Objectives of the U.S. 
War against Terror

(Part 2 of 6)
Ahmad M. 
Abdulghani 
Chairman of 
al-Jazeera & 
al-Khaleej Center for 
Studies

A
s the former USSR was 
the only powerful 
nation openly resisting 
the U.S. hegemony and 
its imperialistic plans 

in Asia, the latter has based its plans 
on the policy of confrontation and 
retaliation. Interestingly, the USA has 
attempted to convince the whole 
world that its confrontation with 
USSR and the Socialist Pact is mainly 
meant to contain the danger of 
Communism. The United States ini
tially adopted the strategy of deterrent 
in 1946. This strategy basically 
depends on the approach of a fierce 
confrontation that permits the utiliza
tion of all the possible economic, 
political and military pressures origi
nally meant to withstand the political 
variables of the Soviet Union. This 
has, in fact, given an excuse for the 
arm race strategy, which has been vig
orously pursued by the USA till the 
present time.
In March, 1947, the "Truman's 
Principle" came to further develop the 
technologies related to deterrent strat
egy. Based on Truman Principle, the 
United States has proclaimed its right 
to intervene in the internal affairs of 
any country, particularly with regard 
to deploying U.S. forces near the oil
rich regions located in the Middle- 
East and the Far-East.
Shortly after the creation of Warsaw 
Pact by the USSR and its satellites in 
1949, the USA and its allies countered 
this move by creating different politi
cal and military groupings, particular
ly in West Asia as in the case of the 
Baghdad Pact. Then, the USA 
declared the "Eisenhower Principle,"

which deemed the Middle-East as an 
important region, especially with 
regard to the U.S. interests there. The 
U.S. president vowed to use military 
forces to protect any nation that might 
come under attacks supported by the 
international communism. This princi
ple factually gave a boost to the U.S. 
foreign policies, particularly in West 
Asia. Accordingly, the U.S. adminis
tration signed in March, 1959, bilater
al military pacts with Turkey, Iran and 
Pakistan, authorizing the USA to have 
military presence in these respective 
countries. The SENTO Pact had prin
cipally focused on reorganizing and 
developing the military forces of 
Turkey, Iran and Pakistan.
Similarly, the U.S., president John 
Kennedy, declared in January, 1961 
that USA was completely ready to 
defend its interests in the world what
ever the cost was. "The United Sates is 
also ready to overcome all difficulties 
and support any of its allies whatever 
the enemy is," he added.
In fact, these ideas developed later and 
were submitted in the Kennedy's letter

to the U.S. Congress on 28 March, 
1961. President Kennedy affirmed the 
necessity to provide the U.S. forces 
with sophisticated non-nuclear 
weapons with the view of forming a 
U.S. rapid intervention forces to safe
guard U.S. interests all over the world. 
After the assassination of president 
John Kennedy, president Johnson 
came to follow-up the former's project 
to expand the U.S. geographical, polit
ical and military influence in Asia 
through directly intervening in the 
Vietnamese War, principally meant to 
show off the U.S. military power.
The U.S. administration adopted this 
approach through providing the Israeli 
occupation forces with a great deal of 
military hardware, namely in 1967 as 
president Johnson openly declared the 
USA's support for the aggressive 
Israeli polices against Syria and 
Egypt. Evidently, this support substan
tially enabled the Hebrew state to win 
the war of June, 1967. The Israeli 
forces occupied the West Bank, Gaza 
strip, Syna desert in Egypt, and the 
Golan Heights in Syria.
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Qat Consumption in Yemen
Severe Effects on National Economy

Chewing Qat not only involves a loss 
of time and income for the chewers, 
but is believed to have many negative 
social and health repercussions. This 
note draws upon recent data to exam
ine the impact of Qat on household 
expenditures in Yemen.
Recently, the Qat issue has received 
extensive coverage in the local media 
and has been addressed in the Second 
Five Year Plan. President Saleh has 
initiated some actions to tackle the Qat 
problem, by banning chewing in gov
ernment buildings and during official 
duties, and urging low-income people 
not to deprive their families from 
basic needs. The President has con
cluded that the Qat problem will not 
be resolved by a political decision but 
by creating alternatives for Qat chew
ers (e.g., recreation areas) and by cre
ating economic alternatives and incen
tives for farmers not to cultivate Qat. 
It should be noted that this is not the 
first time that the government of 
Yemen has tried to tackle the Qat 
problem. A former Prime Minister 
tried to discourage the use and cultiva
tion of Qat in 1972, but his initiative 
failed.
Qat is an agricultural, social, and eco
nomic phenomenon in Yemen, and 
most Qat chewers are usually willing
ly to forego food in favor of buying 
Qat [Milich and Al-Sabbry (1995)]. 
Therefore, this note first presents the 
expenditure on Qat relative to other 
food and non-food commodities, in 
order to give the readers a clear picture 
of Qat expenditure by Yemeni con
sumers. Second, it tries to estimate the 
income elasticity of Qat consumption 
by ascertaining how Qat chewers 
change their spending on Qat as their 
income change.
The hypotheses in this analysis are 
based on Engel’s and Bennett’s laws, 
which explain the behavior of house
holds in allocating their budget on 
food and non-food items. Engel’s law 
states that the proportion of a family’s 
budget devoted to food declines as the 
family’s income increases. Bennett’s 
law states the “starchy staple ratio” 
(low calories commodities and mostly 
grain and root crops) declines as 
household income increases.

Data
This note utilizes the 1998 Household 
Budget Survey (HBS) to examine how 
households budget among food and 
non-food expenditures. The 1998 HBS 
was conducted on 15,120 households 
by Yemen’s Central Statistical Office 
(CSO) to capture the different living 
standards between urban and rural 
areas and between higher and lower 
income households. The Survey 
results show that total expenditure per 
family is 30% higher in urban than in 
rural areas, with a monthly average 
expenditure per family equal to YR 
38,351 (US$ 228) in urban areas and 
YR 29,380 (US$ 175) in rural areas. 
Between 1992 and 1998, food expen
diture as a share of household expen
diture decreased slightly, from 66% to 
64%, which confirms that people liv
ing standards may have improved. 
However, the overall standard of liv
ing is fairly low, as suggested by the 
fact that non-food expenditures as a 
percentage of total of household 
expenditure is only 36% in 1998.
Food commodities in the 1998 HBS 
consist of 13 items, including Qat. 
Non-food expenditures consist of 15 
items. For the purpose of this study, 
Qat has been excluded as a separate 
expenditure item and both food and 
non-food items are regrouped into four 
groups. The food commodities 
include: (1) cereals and pulses; (2) 
fruit and vegetables; (3) animal prod
ucts and oils; and (4) other (coffee, tea, 
spices, sugar, tobacco, etc.). The non
food commodities include: (1) housing

costs and durable goods; (2) clothing 
and makeup; (3) education and health; 
and (4) others (transportation, commu
nication, personal services and remit
tances).
The categories of incomes and expen
ditures are divided into 15 classes, 
starting with YR 0-5,000 and ending 
with more than YR 100,000. Because 
of the non-availability of income data, 
and given the strong correlation 
between the distribution of households 
by expenditure level and income level 
(as shown in the following section) 
this study assumes that the budget 
shares of food and non-food at a given 
expenditure level will be similar to 
that at the corresponding income level. 
Moreover, Qat expenditures in the 
HBS are associated and grouped with 
spending on tobacco. Some studies 
have estimated that tobacco spending 
constituted about 24.4% of total 
spending on Qat and tobacco (see 
Table 1). Therefore, Qat expenditure 
was derived as 75.6% of the total 
expenditure on tobacco and Qat.

Yemeni Households’ Monthly 
Expenditure and Income Levels
The histogram of households at each 
expenditure and income level is 
shown in Figure 1 below. The R2 
value of 0.79 suggests a close correla
tion between income and expenditure, 
so that expenditures can be used as a 
proxy for incomes. The Figure also 
shows that half of total population 
earns less than YR 20,000 a month. 
This may indicate the inability of 
some families to meet their basic 
requirements for food (the survey 
takes into account the value of own
production in rural areas).

Share of Qat Expenditures in Total 
Household Budget
The household budget share on Qat 
had been previously estimated at 
between 10% to 28%. 1 A recent study 
by Ward and Gatter (2000), using the 
1992 HBS, found that Qat spending is 
about 5-10% of total household expen
diture among different income levels. 
The data of the 1998 HBS confirms 
the budgetary allocations on Qat are in 
similar ranges specified in the previ
ous studies. While on average, 8.6% of 
household spending is allocated in 
Yemen for Qat (with slightly higher 
allocations in urban areas), there are 
significant differences in the ratio of 
spending on Qat across different 
income categories. For the category of 
YR 0-5,000 of monthly spending, only 
2.9% is allocated to Qat. The ratio 
increases as income increases, peaking 
at 9.7% of total expenditure for the YR 
60,000-70,000 monthly expenditures. 
The ratio starts to decline for higher 
spending categories reaching 7.9% for 
more than YR 100,000 monthly 
expenditures (Figure 2).
As discussed above, data from the 
1998 HBS show that the share of Qat 
in household expenditures, or as a 
ratio of food spending, increases as 
income rises. For the poorest house
holds, expenditures on Qat are less 
than 5% of total expenditures. 
Families with lower incomes and 
expenditures spend proportionately 
less on Qat than on food and non-food 
items as well (Figure 3).

Income Elasticity for Qat
Using expenditure categories, it is 
possible to estimate the income elas
ticity of Qat demand at different 
income (expenditure) levels. The 
income elasticity is the percentage 
change in the consumption of Qat for 
every percentage change in income 
(Table 2 shows elasticity for both rural 
and urban chewers). The average 
income elasticity of expenditure on 
Qat in Yemen across income cate
gories is 1.20, 1.31 in urban areas and 
1.19 in rural areas (excluding highest 
and lowest income categories).

It is worth noting that the elasticity 
tends to decline as income increases. 
That is to say, Qat consumption among 
low-income consumers is consider

ably more responsive to changes in 
income than among high-income con
sumers. In fact, there is a sharp drop
off in elasticity for the rich, with Qat 
consumption for the three richest 
groups quite inelastic, at around 0.2. 
On the other hand, Qat expenditures 
are fairly elastic to income changes for 
those in low-income and middle 
income households.

Conclusions
Qat consumption absorbs about 9% of 
total household spending in Yemen. 
And if the two household budget sur
veys for 1992 and 1998 are compara
ble, it seems that spending on Qat in 
Yemen is increasing.

Relative spending on Qat is, however, 
less among poor households than rich
er households. The ratio of Qat expen
ditures to food spending is also lower 
among poorer households.
Qat consumption is quite elastic with 
respect to income changes. This holds 
true for all income categories with the 
exception of the three highest income 
and expenditures categories of the 
1998 HBS. Generally, the elasticity 
decreases as income increases.

For a review of previous studies and 
estimates, see Ward and Gatter 
(2000).

Figure 1: Histogram of monthly expenditure and income levels

Figure 2: Monthly Average Family Expenditure on Qat, food & non-food Items (as percentage of total Expenditures)

Figure 3: Qat as Ratio of Spending on Food and Non-Food Items.

Table 1: Relative Expenditure on Food, Non-Food and Qat Items (Household Surveys of 1992 and 1998)

Table (2) Income Elasticity for Qat Consumption

How Can Investment Prosper?
Mohammad Hatem
Alqadhi
Yemen Times

I
nvestment in Yemen is 
believed to be a very good 
source for national income. 
There can be many opportuni
ties for local and international 
investors. However, there are many 

obstacles lying ahead.
There are people at the power center 
who exercise pressure on investors to 
join investment projects and share the 
profits. They don’t share the expenses, 
claiming that they provide protection 
in return. The government confessed 
that such practice has made many for
eign investors change their minds 
about investing in this country.
The absence of law and order, which

has been always breading kidnappings 
and other sorts of security break 
downs, adds fuel to the fire. Of course, 
there are other reasons like govern
ment bureaucracy, lack of independent 
judiciary, smuggling, lack of facilities 
and other pitfalls-all have crippled 
investment drive in the country which 
substantially emerged in 1992.
Since this beginning of this year, 
around 2606 projects have been 
licensed by the General Investment 
Authority (GIA.) During the same 
period only 1346 projects have been 
implemented (57%). They provided 
26976 job opportunities for Yemenis. 
Most of these projects belong to the 
service sector (48%). then the industri
al sector (41%), tourism (38%) while 
agriculture and fisheries hit only 23%. 
Other projects are stuck and have not 
been carried out. Lack of services like 
water, electricity telephone...etc: rep

resent 35% of the obstacles facing 
investment in the country. 
Government routines and other sorts 
of blackmailing and corruption make 
27% of the obstacles these stuck proj
ects faced. Report of the (GIA) reveal 
that 7% of the problems are technical 
difficulties investors themselves face, 
leading to the stop of their projects.
Of course, we cannot neglect the secu
rity situation, which brought some 
projects into a halt. Oil companies are 
working in tribal areas mainly Marib, 
have suffered a lot. Their experts have 
been kidnapped. Their pipelines have 
been pierced several times.
Kidnappings have stalled tourist sec
tor completely. This sector has flour
ished between 1996-1998. But after 
1998, it dramatically fell down, losing 
around $200 million per year. Not 
only this, around 35,000 persons 
working in this sector are without

work now.
Of course, a number of investors 
would like to come to and invest in 
Yemen mainly in the Aden Free Zone. 
But when they look into such detri
ments, they hesitate as they don’t want 
to take the risk.
But, the lack of infrastructure, inde
pendent judiciary, stability, stock mar
ket and other attractions will continue 
to stick investment, pushing investor 
to look for a better place.
People in authority should think of 
how to create the appropriate atmos
phere for investment to prosper. 
Investment can help a lot improve 
Yemen’s economy, particularly in this 
era of globalization when countries 
are working hard to attract more and 
more investors.
Before calling on foreign investment, 
government should first ask if the 
needed factors are available or not.
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Q
at is a stimulant leaf 
chewed on a daily 
basis by a large per- 
centage of Yemeni 
adults, who spend a 
high percentage of 
their income on Qat.
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By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Amidst all this talk about Globalization: 2/2

United We Stand, Divided We Fall!
C

ontinuing where we left 
off last week, it goes 
without saying that the 
ills faced by the Moslem 
World, in general and 

the Arab World in particular are more 
the fault of the people of both the Arab 
World and the Moslem World, before 
we can point the finger at imperialists. 
Zionists and all the other foreign 
forces that have taken their pleasure at 
our weaknesses and made the best out 
of them to serve their interest and to 
execute their designs for our nation. 
This is not to say that we have only 
failed in confronting the enemies of 
our nation, we have failed in provid
ing the right environment for the con
tinued stability and growth of our 
nations in the right parameters that 
will enable our Moslem populations 
all over the world to enjoy the stan
dards of living that are readily acces
sible to most of the populations of the

modern world, while at the same time 
giving our nation, the Moslem 
Ummah, the strength to fend off any 
aggressive policies unleashed against 
it by its enemies. Moreover, we have 
in general failed to institute responsi
ble governments that are in keeping 
with the very principles laid down to 
us in the Quran and in the uncorrupt
ed traditions of the Prophet 
Mohammed (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). I say uncorrupt
ed, because, needless to say, based on 
the politics of the day, evil rulers have 
either forced or coerced Moslem 
scholars to devise "traditions" that 
serve their interests or discourage the 
Moslem constituencies from taking a 
more active role in determining the 
political and social course of Moslem 
societies, which theoretically, is a 
great abomination that distorts the 
reality of Islam and works to under
mine the political and social ordi

nances that the Quran clearly lays out. 
Thus, the Ummah began to encounter 
splits within the nation and the sectar
ian divisions (Sunni, Shiite, Wahhabi, 
etc.) all set in to require stronger alle
giances to such divisions rather than 
the more important adherence to the 
basic tenets of Islam, on which all 
Moslem sects agree upon and which 
are indivisible. As Moslem govern
ment became more concerned with 
narrower interests, namely the welfare 
of those at the helms of power, the 
Moslem state became broken up into 
several other mini Moslem states, 
with lesser harmony and congeniality 
between them as time went on.
By the beginning of the Twentieth 
Century, the Western powers have 
found it easy to overtake any chal
lenge brought on by any Moslem 
state, and worked diligently to remove 
even the concept of any universal 
Moslem Ummah, by ensuring that the 

idea of a Caliphate or Imamate be 
absolved from Islamic political 
thought, as being reactionary or prim
itive.
Notwithstanding the evils that were 
manifested by many of the caliphs and 
imams over the ages, there were many 
Moslem scholars over the ages, who 
still continued to challenge the legiti
macy of corrupt and ungodly regimes 
that prevailed over the ages and to 
these scholars the Moslem World is 
indebted for keeping alive the basic 
fundamentals of Islam in government 
and in social affairs. Many of these 
scholars gave their lives or were 
severely persecuted, but to this day 
are revered by the Moslems of the 
world than most of the tyrants and dic
tators that took the helms here and 
there in the Moslem World, while 
some of the Moslem rulers are even 
cursed by devout Moslems for their 
tyranny and autocracy, as violators of 

the freedom and rights that Islam 
insisted upon for all Moslems.
Thus, the Moslem World is now at a 
stage where all this background 
makes it more tenable for Moslems to 
start looking inward for solutions to 
their plight, and to seek immediate 
and effective remedial actions that 
will remove most of the ills faced by 
Moslem states. It goes without say
ing, that it is imperative for Moslems 
to revise the sense of universalism, 
which Islam invoked and to make it 
clear that the prosperity of or calamity 
of any Moslem nation is the prosperi
ty and the calamity of all Moslems. 
Furthermore, it is imperative that 
there should be greater transparency 
practiced by Moslem governments, 
and a greater effort to develop politi
cal consciousness among the Moslem 
constituencies, through greater partic
ipation in decision making and in 
deciding the political course of the 
nation, as individual states and collec
tively.
On the other hand the collective expe
riences of such regional organizations 
as the European Union, could be a 
very good model to lean upon for 
guidance as to determining how the 
collective and individual status of 
Moslem states should be developed 
and how to start the cultural flow that 
will give the vitality for stimulating 
political, social and cultural develop
ment throughout the Moslem World, 
not to mention the importance of the 

need for greater capital flow between 
the "haves" and the "have-nots", in the 
form of investments and generous 
development aid, while at the same 
time stressing the importance of 
sound management practices in all 
areas of development, especially 
when it comes to eliminating corrup
tion and the imposition of accounta
bility and responsibility for good or 
bad performance, with the appropriate 
measures that encourage the former 
and that penalizes the latter accord
ingly.
More important, one would hope that 
organizations like the Moslem World 
Conference and the Islamic 
Development Bank, as well as the 
regional development and political 
organizations, would be the first to 
start defending such basic fundamen
tals and promoting the imposition of 
sound responsible government within 
the Moslem Ummah as an imperative 
step to thwart any aggression or 
design by hostile enemies to Islam, 
and to start working towards gearing 
Moslem states for facing up to the 
hard awful realities that we are being 
subjected to mainly by our own 
doings:
Allah does not change whatever any 
people are facing,
Until they bring change upon them
selves!
(The Holy Quran)
Can it be said any better than the way 
Allah has said it so powerfully?!

War and Hatred are Not the Answer
SCOTT P. DIEHL
Scottaloysius@yahoo.com 
USA

A
s our nation, the USA, 
and myself mourn and 
pray for the victim’s 
and their families from 
the overwhelming trau

ma on the infamous day of terror. 
September 11, 2001, I want to firmly 
and boldly condemn our governments 
role in war, death, and violence toward 
any other people around the world. We 
need justice, not war! The best way to 
honor those innocent lives lost to the 
evil, and senseless violence of 
September 11th is to work for peace 
through justice. Violence only begets 
more violence!
I am writing today to urge everyone to 
carefully reflect on how we as a nation 
are responding to the horrific attacks of 
September 11th in New York City and 
Washington, DC. During this time of 
pain and anguish. I believe it is most 
important that we pledge ourselves to 
non-violence, love of neighbor’s 
worldwide, love of enemy, and love of 
all God’s living creations. We must 
respect that of all human life, no matter 
the cost to us personally. In doing this, 
we are worshipping and honoring God, 
and all He/She stands for in our moral 
lives. This means we must tirelessly 
work to protect all innocent, as well as 
guilty lives in far off countries. We 
must vigilantly guard against the vic
timization of Arab-Americans and 
Muslims. In addition, we must fer
vently ensure that the Bill of Rights 
does not become “collateral damage”, 
another victim of the September 11th 
attacks. In the name of security, we 
will fall prey to losing much more of 
our very freedoms that we hold dear to 
our hearts as Americans.
We must protect our civil liberties as 
we work to improve our security. I 
passionately reject the erosion of our 
civil liberties in the name of anti-ter
rorism. We can’t defend freedom by 
destroying it! The sole purpose of ter
rorism is to terrify. If we too surrender 
our freedoms, we have fallen into the 
attacker’s trap. We as a people are 
naive that war. death, and continued 
bloodshed and violence towards any 
human life will ever bring about true 
and lasting peace. War never brings 
peace; it only breeds more hatred and 
evil. The immoral madness of war 
must end, but it must begin to end 
today in your hearts and minds first. 
You hold the key to peace, not any gov
ernment. Our attitudes and beliefs 
must change in order for us to include 
all of God’s living creations into our 
ring of love and friendship.
Another fear our country must face 
today, may not be bioterrorism, it may 
well be our folly of wide spread nation

alism! Throughout recorded history, 
people and nations that believed they 
were the best and the greatest have 
shown the world of their egotistical, 
immoral, and evil plunders, such as 
Germany and Adolph Hitler in the 
twentieth century. What happened on 
September 11th was a crime against 
humanity, not an act of war as 
President Bush has blindly convinced 
our nation. Due to this unknowing, 
misleading and contrary to the truth, 
shockingly, nationalism has risen dra
matically in our country. United We 
Stand, to kill human life - how very 
appalling! It may be nice or supportive 
to hug and wave your U.S. flags, but 
the ultimate truth reveals that national
ism separates and lowers the value and 
dignity of human life of people living 
in other countries, which is highly 
immoral. For all of us throughout the 
world are equally created by our 
Creator/Supreme Being. No person or 
country is better than any other. We 
must think globally, yet act locally. 
Defend your faith, become a peace
maker and a lover, not an evil destroy
er of God’s living creations. It should 
be United We Stand for peace around 
the world. Instead of God bless 
America; try believing and saying, God 
Bless the World!
It is understood that this is a very com
plex and different reality we face, and 
that it requires new ways of thinking 
and acting. This is why the prehistoric 
cycle of violence must be ended. With 
every fiber of my whole being. I do not 
believe that military force is the way to 
bring about an end to terrorism or bring 
about global peace and justice. In 
cooperation with the world community, 
the rule of law is urged to bring those 
responsible to justice for this crime 
against humanity. The U.S. should 
proceed on the basis of international 
law, following the UN Charter, and 
working through the normal channels 
of extradition law, to bring the perpe
trators of the atrocities to justice.
Furthermore, we must end the deadly 
U.S. bombing of Afghanistan to allow 
aid workers to return and restore the 
delivery and distribution of essential 
aid to innocent Afghan civilians. Food 
drops and immoral bombs are not the 
answer. “Doctors Without Borders”, 
the Nobel Peace Prizewinning relief 
group, condemned the food drop as 
U.S. military propaganda. Airdrops of 
food and medical aid are of little real 
value to the Afghan people, and are 
potentially dangerous, and will likely 
cause real problems for truly independ
ent non-governmental aid organiza
tions who are less likely to be per
ceived as impartial actors in the future. 
Before the air strikes, UN agencies and 
independent relief organizations were 
still able to get some food convoys into 
Afghanistan. Now, all convoys have

stopped, and the delivery of aid has 
become nearly impossible.
In addition, although it has gone large
ly unreported by mainstream media. 
Afghanistan is in the grip of a three- 
year drought, which is the worst in 
decades affecting 50% of the popula
tion. Even before the war, much of 
Afghanistan was on the verge of star
vation, which increases this risk. By 
the end of the year, up to 7.5 million 
Afghan civilians will be entirely 
dependent on food aid to survive the 
winter. By impeding the delivery and 
distribution of aid, the U.S. war may 
cause massive civilian deaths, into the 
millions, similar to the immoral sanc
tions against Iraq have caused millions 
to die due to our governments adverse 
and ineffective foreign policies.
Plus, we should as morally responsible 
children of Abraham be prepared to 
highly encourage the Bush 
Administration to support the UN-led 
peace process in Afghanistan. In 
essence, the U.S. should provide fund
ing for the reconstruction of 
Afghanistan, a nation that has been 
destroyed and abandoned by the world 
community for decades. This neglect 
has created pockets of terrorist net
works, which we are to blame. 
Ultimately, as a nation, we will need to

change or reassess many of our past, 
and especially current foreign policy in 
the MiddleEast. Unfortunately, many 
U.S. foreign policies have created deep 
resentment and frustrated anger. In 
order to disarm this hatred today our 
foreign policies need to reflect our val
ues of the precious sanctity of all 
human life; true freedom based on fair
market economies, and justice. What 
this all means too is the lifting of all 
economic sanctions against Iraq, which 
has been targeting Iraqi civil society 
and have put the blood of millions of 
innocent children and women casual
ties of Iraq on the hands and hearts of 
Americans since the Gulf War. We too 
are guilty of terrorism on innocent 
human lives, such as the School of 
Americas, just as Osama Bin Laden 
around the world. Always remember 
that there are many sides to any story. 
Good, bad, right or wrong, there are 
always several voices in the wilderness 
crying out for true peace and justice, if 
only we listen to our ears and hearts, 
and discern the ultimate truth which 
prevails among God.
I personally want to go on record as 
wholeheartedly condemning the rash, 
immoral act of taking revenge for the 
deaths of September 11th by military 
retaliation against Afghanistan, Iraq,

Palestine and/or any other country and 
its innocent civilian population. I stand 
shoulder to shoulder with all the people 
of the world, now and especially the 
Muslim Arabs of the Middle East. I 
will continue to pray for an end to all 
violence against God’s living cre
ations, especially mankind. In addition 
to the financial support of the victims 
in the aftermath of September 11th, I 
will do everything in my means, in the 
name of our God to end war and restore 
love of enemy and neighbor. Please, 
join with me on this challenging and 
struggling journey to uphold the loving 
command of God.
Martin Luther King Jr. once said: “The 
ultimate weakness of violence is that it 
is a descending spiral, begetting the 
very thing it seeks to destroy. Instead 
of diminishing evil, it multiplies it. 
Through violence you may murder the 
liar, but you cannot murder the lie, nor 
establish the truth. Through violence 
you may murder the hater, but you do 
not murder hate. In fact, violence 
merely increases hate. So it goes. 
Returning violence for violence only 
multiplies violence, adding deeper 
darkness to a night already devoid of 
stars. Darkness cannot drive out dark
ness, only light can do that. Hate can
not drive out hate, only LOVE can do

that!
So, in summation,. starting with our 
children and neighbors, then our nation 
and world, we must be attempting to 
spread harmony and happiness to all 
humanity, and indeed all of the Great 
Creator’s creation, including, but not 
limited to plants, animals, earth, water, 
air, and up to the universe. The Great 
Creator created the human being to be 
His/Her guardian throughout the uni
verse, and sent Her/His many messen
gers and prophets disguised in many 
faiths as His/Her mercy upon the uni
verse, and as a true example of the ful
filled and satisfied life on earth.
I, Scott P. Diehl just want to do God’s 
will, as I believe most of you only want 
the same. There is a powerful release 
in that kind of faith. We should live 
life to its fullest, doing God's will to 
the best of our abilities whether we are 
15, 38. 63, or a 102 years old. Promise 
your God to live for others, work end
lessly for true justice, not vengeance, 
and proclaim loudly the way to peace is 
through non-violence and love. War 
(violence) and hatred are not the 
answer. Only love can heal the 
wounds!

mailto:Scottaloysius@yahoo.com
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Eid: Joys and Worries
Yaser M. Al-Mayasi 
Yemen Times

E
id is a well-known reli
gious occasion which 
Allah has made for many 
reasons. It is associated 
with Hajj, the biggest reli

gious assembly and it is a chance to get 
rid of rancor, hatred and envy.
The days of Eid are unforgettable, 
especially for children who become 
overwhelmed with ecstasy and keep 
playing all day long. However, as one 
grows up things change to the worst 
because of the bad economic condi
tions.
The word (Eid) is closely related to joy 
and happiness. It is, of course, not only 
an end to fasting of the Holy Month, 
Ramadhan, and abandoning the wrong
doings, but opening a new page of 
repentance which has its special effects 
on Muslims' hearts.
What we see these days is that the 
word Eid has partially changed in its 
connotations. The happiest ones are 
children. We realize this by looking at 
their smiles drawn on their faces. 
Others are more concerned about how 

to earn their living.
During my Eid holiday, I met a lot of 
children. Their faces were sparkling 
with innocent smiles. I met them in 
parks wearing new clothes and roam
ing here and there cheerfully.
The majority of people spend their Eid 
Al-Fetr holiday in the countryside and 
beaches. Eid in the countryside has a 
special taste. You see people running to 
to the mosque to perform the Eid 
Prayer. The Eid prayer is sometimes 
performed in an open and spacious 
place. People on this religious occasion 
shake hands and hug each other amica
bly.

Layla Taher Al-Mayyasi 
expressed her best wishes 
on this occasion and said 
the nicest thing about the 
Eid was that people visited 

each other. “Actually, it is one of the 
happiest days of the whole year. On 
Eid, wearing new clothes have special 
effect on me. I remain at home prepar
ing lunch and cakes for guests. 
Sometimes, I go for a walk or to 
parks.” she added.
Each country has its own specialties of 
Eid. In Yemen people perform the folk- 
loric dances and games. Despite the 
difficult economic conditions, even 

the poor are 
enjoying 
themselves. 
In addition, a 
kind of coop
erative effort 
prevails the 
fraternal 
atmosphere 
among 
Muslims. "It 
is easy to 
trace the 
extreme joy in children's eyes which is 
more precious and unforgettable,” said 
Layla.

However, the Eid holiday sometimes 
brings along some of the undesirable 
habits such as firing in the air or at tar
gets which many times results in 
regrettable consequences.
Eid days are sometimes bitter, espe
cially for those who cannot afford the 
basic needs of themselves or their fam
ilies.

Saif Ali Mohammed bitterly expressed 
his desperate attempts to find a job to 
help him provide himself and his fami
ly with the Eid demands. Many people 
in Yemen are just the same.

Eatidal Saeed Mohammed 
from Hodeidah said: “The 
Eid is considered to be one 
of the precious religious 
occasions among Muslims. 
It signifies celestial and 
spiritual purification of a 
true Muslim.” describing 
how she feels towards such 
an occasion nowadays she 
said: “Not as we used to do 
in the past.” “This can be 
ascribed to many reasons 
such as lack of public parks 
for families in general, and 
for children in particular 
and the high costs of trans
portation,” she said.
Eatidal thinks that the Eid 
maybe more enjoyable in 
the countryside than it is in 
the city.
The Deputy Director of 
Hodeidah Radio confirmed 

that he feels happy when seeing the joy 
and smiles of children.
The difference between the Eid of 
today and Eid in the past according to 
him is that the Eid in the past was over
whelmed with joy and happiness. 
Nowadays, the deteriorating conditions 
of Yemen's economy have created an 
atmosphere of sadness and sorrow. “A 
lot of people are unable to buy the nec
essary things for their children,” he 
added.

Nabeel Al-Akkad from Taiz said reli
gious ceremonies have moments of 
purity predominating the entire Islamic 
nation. “Muslims show great interest in 
Eid and more solidarity and coopera
tion with the poor,” he said.

Shareefah Maresh, a beggar said "My 
son died and I found myself begging in 
the streets to feed myself.”

Baggash Abduhrahman, a school
teacher, said " I have five children and 
my salary is not enough to meet all of 
their demands and requirements.
Eid is a religious and Islamic event 
when thousands of Muslims gather 
from all around the world to perform 
the fifth pillar of Islam "pilgrimage". It 
is the occasion when everyone forgets 
sorrow and when children become 
overwhelmed with joy and happiness. 
However, nowadays because of the bad 
economic conditions of the country, 
Eid has become more a burden than it 
is an enjoyable occasion. Parents need 
to buy new clothes and sweets for chil
dren. I hope that people will demon
strate more cooperation with each 
other in order to make the best of this 
occasion.

HODEIDAH:
Victim of Hanger and 

Corruption

H
odeidah is undoubtedly 
the mermaid of the Red 
Sea, despite being bur
dened by worries, hang
ers and corruption. The 

extreme poverty, this city is suffering 
from, has forced thousands of people 
to be beggars. As every Thursday 
roughly ten thousand beggars gathered 
in the suburbs of the city of Hodeidah 
and then go to shops to beg for alms. 
A person in charge of the Fishers 
Association in Hodeidah said he had 
submitted many complaints demand
ing the authorities to save our sea 
wealth from foreign boats and ships 
mostly coming from Egypt, Eriteria 
and Djibouti, which illegally fish in the 
Yemeni territorial waters, but to no 
avail. Actually, these foreign ships use 
improper means during fishing; 
destroying the marine wealth and envi
ronment, as well. However, a senior 
officials at the gov
ernorate confirmed 
that the problems 
that occurred in the 
past between 
Yemeni and 
Eritarian fishers 
had been complete
ly solved after 
referring them to 
the cabinet. He fur
ther ascribed these 
problems to the 
ignorance of fish
ers, whether
Yemeni or non-Yemenis, of the territo
rial waters of the country.
The port of Hodeidah is improperly 
equipped and greatly needs rehabilita
tion. Moreover, the departments in 
charge of inspecting and controlling 
the flow of foreign goods to the coun
try do not carry out their duties proba
bly. A business owner in Hodeidah said 
businessmen were always subjected to 
blackmailing and fees of different 
kinds were imposed against them. The 
same person added that the govern- 

ment's department was keen on impos
ing the strictest supervision on locally 
produced goods but do not do the same 
with the imported ones.
The suffering of the city of Hodeidah 
has surpassed beyond what is imagi
nable as famine has overcome the 
majority of the population there. The 
returnees from the Gulf region seem to 
be the most afflicted in Hodeidah as 
poverty has severely affected these 
people. One of these returnees said the 
government treated the refugees resid
ing in Yemen much better than the 
returnees from the Gulf states, adding 
that refugees received foodstuffs and 
health care while they (returnees) suf
fered from hunger.
Similarly, Hodeidah is suffering from 
different epidemics, such as malaria, 
typhoid, etc. The security situation in 
the governorate is also another prob
lem as many citizens have been vic

timized by the security forces there.
The officials in Hodeidah seems to 
have forgotten the deteriorating situa
tion of the seaport anchors and the 
state of negligence prevalent at the air
port. Similarly, the funds of Tihama 
Development Authority has been 
embezzled by some officials who have 
used these funds for their personal 
gains. It is the all-out corruption that 
has afflicted this rich governorate and 
its people, who have been left uncared- 
for but at the time of elections.
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Anthrax:
Symptoms & Treatment

Dr.lhab A. Eltom

A
nthrax or malignant pus
tule which occurred in 
USA, and caused so 
much public distress and 
worry is primarily a dis

ease of animals, particularly sheep and 
cattle and, to a lesser extent, horses and 
dogs.
The disease is caused by bacillus 
anthraces, a germ positive microorgan
ism that was first isolated by Robert 
Koch in 1877. Human beings acciden
tally encounter this disease in the agri
cultural settings, but also it can be iso
lated, multiplied and manufactured as 
powder to be used as a biologic 
weapon. When bacillus anthraces gets 
access to the skin of the human beings 
it makes local skin infection that may 
become generalized. The animal is 
infected by ingestion of the spores that 
probably enter the body through micro
scopic cuts or abrasions of the oral or 
intestinal mucus. The infected animal 
remains asymptomatic until few hours 
before death. In human beings, the 
most common form of human anthrax 
is industrial anthrax, which results from 
contact with the animal product such as 
wool, hide, goat hair, skin and even 
bones.
The human beings become infected in 
one of the following three mechanisms: 
1- The organism can gain access 
through small abrasions or cuts and 
multiply locally with fairly dramatic 
inflammatory response.
2- They may also gain access by inhala
tion, where they multiply in the lung, 
and are swept to the draining hailer 
nodes where marked hemorrhagic 
necrosis may occur. And this consti
tutes the most severe form of the dis
ease. The mortality rate in this form of 
the disease exceeds 90% of the infected 
individuals.
3- A rare method of the infection is the

ingestion of the infected meat, with 
resultant of the invasion and ulceration 
of the gastrointestinal mucosa.

Clinical Manifestations:
Coetaneous 
Anthrax 
begins 2 to 5 
days after the 
infection as 
small papules 
that develop 
within few 
days into vesi
cles filled with 
dark bluish 
fluid common
ly known as 
malignant pus
tule. This 
lesion is classi
cally found in 
the hand, fore
arm or head.
The pulmonary form, also known as 
wool-sorters disease, is acquired by 
inhalation, and the patient symptoms 
are typically those of respiratory infec
tion with fever, malaise and myalgia. 
Within few days it becomes a very 
severe infection with respiratory dis
tress and cyanosis. Death usually 
occurs within 24 hours.

Treatment
Bacillus anthraces is quite susceptible 
to penicillin, which is curative if it is 
used during the early course of the 
infection. The problem is with the pul
monary anthrax, the diagnosis usually 
made postmortem because the patient 
will seek the medical attention in the 
late course of the disease when the dis-

ease progresses and it will be very dif
ficult to treat because of the sepsis and 
the endotoxin that will be released from 
the bacteria when penicillin will be 
used in the late course of the illness. 
That is why identification of the infect
ed person and diagnosis of the illness 
early play a very important role in 
recovery.

From the epidemiological history of Aden

The Plague Epidemic
Dr. Walid Nasser 
Abdulla Kaid*

P
lague or “Black Death” is 
considered as one of the 
serious diseases that 
emerge from time to time in 
the form of separated cases 

here and there in different places in the 
world or as an epidemic as it used to 
take place in the past.
Plague is one of the Zoonotic diseases 
that are communicated from animals to 
man. The cause of the disease is a kind 
of organisms called Yerssinial Pestis. 
The plague germs are communicated 
form rats and other rodents to man 
through a kind of fleas. The fatal 
rodents are of great importance during 
the period of the disease’s spread out as 
they play an essential role in communi
cating the disease form rodent to man.

Plague outbreak in Aden:
On the ninth of January 1928, the 
health department in Aden protectorate 
announced the outbreak of plague 
cases (bubonic form) in isolated area of 
the town of Al-Tawahi where coal 
coolies working with the companies 
which supply the steamers anchoring in 
the port of Aden lived.
The health department in the colony of 
Aden was optimistic, it emphasized 
that the epidemic was under control. 
All plague patients were admitted to 
the hospital of infectious diseases in 
Mu’alia at the time, the contacts cases 
were moved to flint island by boats 
(presently called the Laborer’s Island) 
for observation and quarantine. They 
were provided with Shelter, cloths, 
food and water.
Immediate prophylactic measures were 
carried out in the focus area of infec
tion including; mice killing to poison
ing, burning of cloths, disinfection of 
the Quarter which seemed to be lack of

environment sanitation.
The port health office took strict pre
ventive measures for the crews of all 
ships staying in the port of Aden in 
order to maintain the economical activ
ities of the port and its global reputa
tion.
Despite the health procedures that had 
been taken, the horrible image of the 
epidemic worsened as the number of 
infected persons increased and the dis
ease moved from the area of infection 
to other regions such as Crater Aden, 
Mu’alla and later to the town of Sheikh 
Othman and kept harvesting people’s 
lives for about five months.
The official figures showed the total 
number of deaths reached 1107 cases, 
whereas it was estimated that the actu
al number of death could exceed that. 
Table (A) shows that the highest fre
quency of infected cases of plague 
(785) took place in March; this reflects 
the weal preventive measures in the 
two proceeding months.
It is worthwhile to note that the gradual 
decrease in the number of cases in 
April is due to the beginning of sum
mer season when the weather tempera
ture rises and this is necessary to kill 
the fleas and thus the chain of infection 
breaks.
If the mice were destroyed while the 
fleas left alive, then this is considered 
as an actual catastrophe because the 
fleas which carry the disease would be 
deprived of their primary host i.e. the 
mice and as they will directly go to 
man and so the disaster will be more 
destructive.
The table shows that the case-fatality 
ratio during the epidemic period rose 
from 42% in January to 94% in May, 
and this indicates the deterioration of 
therapeutic measures of the cases either 
because of drug shortages and poor 
emergency medical care, or the late 
arrival of plague patients to the hospital 
due to the absence of heath awareness 
among the local population in Aden.
It is necessary to point out here that the

drugs such as Tetracycline and strepto
mycin which are prescribed for plague 
cases were not available at that time, 
for instance streptomycin was discov
ered only in 1950.

End of the disaster:
On the second of June, eight days after 
the last reported case of plague, the 
health department in Aden protectorate 
announced that the epidemic of plague 
in Aden was eradicated and the city 
was free of the disease. The health 
restrictive measures were lifted and so 
were the quarantine and the preventive 
health procedures in the port.
Aden was comforted and trouble was 
finished after one third of its population 
lived in panic. One may imagine the 
volume of psychological, social and 
economic devastation imposed by the 
epidemic on people’s life then.
Generations succeeded one another and 
the epidemic entered the tunnel of for
getfulness, but the remains of the 
plague victims cemetery stones at 
Sheikh Othman city will remain as a 
silent witness to the most disastrous 
epidemic Aden was exposed to in the 
last century.

* Dr. Walid Nasser Abdullah Kaid is a 
Community Medicine Specialist 
(M.B.Ch.B., FIMCS/CM) at the 
Community Medicine Department of 
the University of Aden’s Faculty of 
Medicine

The distribution of plague 
in Aden Protectorate Jan-May 1928

Month Cases Deaths Fatality 
ratio

January 77 33 42%
February 308 211 63%
March 785 586 75%
April 217 179 81%
May 107 101 94%
Total 1494 1107 74%
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EID in the Yemeni Countryside
Sa’ad Sharif Tahir
Nadirah /Ibb

T
he two great Eids in Islam 
are lesser Baiam (Eid il 
fitr) and Coban Baiam 
[Eid il adaha.] Muslims 
highly celebrate them 

because they come after obeying God’s 
two big orders e.g. fasting and pilgrim
age as expressing their joy. After 
Ramadan when Muslims all over the

world fast the days of the month, pray 
(Teraweeh) at night and concentrate 
worshipping during the last ten days 
comes the lesser bairam which people 
call (Al-Eid Al-Sagheer) [the short eid] 
because it officially lasts for three 
days. People make it five.
In villages, on seeing the crescent of 
showal (the month after Ramadan) or 
hearing the news of the eid via radio or 
TV people bum fires on mountains to 
express their happiness. In the past 
such fires were signs of declaring the 
eid. Women start to prepare cakes and 
sweets while kids have shower and 
prepare their new clothes which their 
parents bought at the end of Ramadan. 
Men prepare themselves to perform 
salat il eid [prayers of the eid.]
In the morning men, accompanied by 
their kids, go to open yards to perform 
prayer and in certain cases like in rainy 
days the prayers are held in mosques. 
After that they exchange congratula
tions saying “Kul a’am wentum 
bikheir” [many happy returns of the 
eid] or “Eidukum mubarak” [happy eid 
for you].
Then visits to relatives are paid.

Almonds, raisins and sweets are 
served. Children wearing new clothes 
like to play false bullets and go around 
houses to congratulate the inhabitants. 
Women give them sweets and some
times money which is called, 
“Awwada.” Men come back home for a 
nap and lunch then setting for local 
halls to enjoy chewing qat.
Corban Bairam which people call, “Eid 
il kabeer” [the long eid] because it offi
cially lasts for four days but people 
make it ten, comes on the tenth of Zul- 
hijja when Muslims pilgrims complete 
their religious rites in Mecca. It is also

an occasion on which Muslims slay 
sheep or cows as sacrifices to their late 
relatives.
After eid prayers, such sacrifices are 
slain and meat is distributed among 
families as a sign of social unity and 
love. People exchange congratulations.

On the second day, villagers visit vil
lages in big groups accompanied by 
drums and local folkloric teams that 
dance the bara’a with jambias. Some 
wear masks of animals like lions and 
sheep. Those dance at random while 
men who wear brides’ cloths called 
"jewari” [slaves] dance with rhythmic 
movements with their faces veiled.
On the third day, the villagers who 
were visited pay a visit to their visitors 
and do the same dancing and so on. 
This continues for five days. 
Sometimes villagers from different vil
lages gather in the center of the town to

perform a big choral dance of bara’a. 
On this eid officials in big cities go to 
their home town to participate these 
celebrations with their relatives, there
fore. such cities lose their charm to cer
tain extent. Weddings are arranged dur
ing eids and that make eids more gala.

Al-Baleh: the Living Face of Yemeni 
Traditional Folklore

A
l-Baleh is a type of 
Yemeni folklore in 
which ballads of differ
ent poets but having the 
same rhymes and 

dances are mixed. They are sung on 
certain occasions like Eids, weddings, 
settling quarrels and during Ramadan 
by twenty or thirty men or women. Al- 
Baleh has many names like (Lua’bt il 
Baleh) in northern Yemen, (Dan) in 
Hadramout, ([Al-Rasfa il Hashdya) or 
(Al-Eidyah Al-Anseeyah]) but it is not 
sung in funerals.
Men also do it during ploughing and 
harvesting to activate themselves after 
being tired. Sometimes it is done with 
a pipe and a drum specially during 
weddings. On some occasions it has a 
bloody end.
In wedding, a piper and a drummer 
start with a singer. Sometimes the 
singer is the drummer himself while 
people dance in circles. Then two fac
ing lines of twenty or thirty men begin 
a traditional opening. After that a poet 
attends the circle to recite a poem 
praising the groom and his family.
It is narrated that a groom called 
(shani) was wedded but the bride 
refused to surrender. The groom went 
out and entered the circle saying a bal
lad:

مدي غزالك داعيك أنا سعد احمدعلي يا

هدي ما هدي أو مطنش شاني تقول

“ya Ahmed Ali Sa’ad ana daieek 
ghezalek midi
tgool shani mttannish aw hidi ma 
hidi,” by which he indirectly accused 
the bride of being not virgin or having 
a love affair with another man. His 
brother-in-low, understanding the hid
den meaning, went to check what was 
happening. On coming back he entered 
the circle and said a ballad indirectly 
exposing the groom's sexual weak
ness:

مصاهرقدي مثلي ترى ماعد حلفت

 المرقدي الى ودخلتك وضعتهالك

)المينيدي( نسأل منكم العيب تقول:من

“Heleft ma’ad tera mithly mssahir 
gedi
Wada’teha lek wdekhkheltek ila il 
mergidi
Tgool men il eib minkum? Nisal “il 
meindi.” At this point they were about 
to fight. Women rushed into the scene 
supplying canes and stones. A wiseman 
entered and changed the rhyme to 
change the whole subject and ordered 
the women to get back home saying:

 لعقالها والحكمةخير على تمت
 لها وتسلى المكلف كسوة خيارها

لجهالها تضوي هي عاد والمعولة

“Temmet ala kheir wil hikma li 
eggalha
Khiarah kiswet il meklef wtsella leha 
Wil ma’aweleh a’d hi tidhwi lijehale- 
ha.”

That was like a military order to go off. 
Finally the problem was settled peace
fully.
In some balehs women take part in 
such circles but as reciters not as 
dancers because baleh demand high 
tones of young men who conclude 
them with fast rounding movements as 
they begin. Poets who exchange bal
lads come from the audience and go 
back after finishing their poems to give 
others a chance to participate. In 
Ramadan women do the baleh in vil
lages at nights. They divide themselves 
into two facing groups holding one 
another’s hands and start with a poetic 
dialogue praising, condemning or flirt
ing with one another for a long time till 
midnight. For example, one says:

 ياشيبه ياعمي الابالله ياشيبه ياعمي بالله الا

 الرمان ياجاني بالله الا الرمان ياجاني بالله الا

رمانه القرش بذا الاودوه رمانه القرش بذا ودوه الا

“Ala billah ya ammi ya sheibah
Ala billah ya jani il rumman
Ala widdeh bitha il girsh rummanah.’’ 
Which means: O my old-aged uncle 
who sells pomegrants. Sell me one for 
this rial’’
The baleh was renewed by the Yemeni 
poet, Mutahar al-Iriani who recom
posed it artistically recording history of 
the whole Yemeni people not only 
mere village heritage.

Women against the Law
Dr. Mohammed Awadh Baobaid 
Assistant Professor at the 
Department of Psychology, Sana'a 
University

T
he role increasingly 
played by women in the 
public life has opened 
new horizons for more 
freedoms and equality in 

the different aspects of life. Indeed, 
women have become able to actively 
take part in the economic, social and 
political life.
The widespread of education in the 
urban and rural areas, despite all diffi
culties, has played a major role in this 
respect. Yet, women's participation in 
public life is the most significant indi
cator of the progress achieved by 

women in their struggle for achieving a 
considerable amount of equality. 
However, this process still generates 
some negative impacts on the personal 
life of many Yemeni women.
Some studies on crimes revealed that 
the most important reasons leading to 
the sharp rise of crimes perpetrated by 
women are principally linked to the 
dramatic shift in the roles of women 
and their duties in society. Presently, 
the role of women is no longer restrict
ed to rendering care to children and 
running the household affairs as this 
role has changed to include their active 
participation in the political, social and 
economic life. For the most part 
women still perform some traditional 
jobs, which have doubled their respon
sibilities in the society.

Women: victims of crime and law- 
enforcement agencies
Women who come under assaults face 
doubled-edged problems as they are 
primarily victimized by men and do 
not get justice from the law-enforce
ment agencies, as well, particularly 
when the crime takes place within the 
parameters of family. Mostly, the vic
tim woman tends not to expose the 
crime perpetrated against her so it 
keeps silent to avoid further punish
ments. However, when the victim 
woman gets major injuries the family 
finds no choice but to refer her to a 
doctor taking in mind to screen the 
case and those responsible for it. 
Accordingly, doctors are requested by 
the family members not to register the 
case, although they are premeditated 
assaults. Regrettably, this situation 
paves the way for further assaults and 
as the assailant faces no deterrent to 
stop him. Many cases have been 
reported to the police departments, 
however, police officers do not give 
these cases considerable attention by 
the time they know that the assailants 
are family members.
A related study showed that women’s 
attendance at police stations causes dif
ferent reactions. Some policemen neg
atively handle the cases of the victim 
woman from the perspective that a 
woman who dares to report the assaults 
of incurred on her by a family member 

is an evil woman whatever the injuries 
are. According to some of the police
men surveyed by the study a decent 
woman should tolerate the attacks 
patiently, particularly if the assailant is 
her husband. Similarly, assaults against 
women are always considered a pun
ishment for a disreputable act commit
ted by the victim.
From a psychological perspective, this 
act is entirely consistent with the so- 
called the psychological deterrent 
mechanism in which humans legalize 
for themselves to retaliate against any 
person who commits aggression 
against them or refrain to carry out 
their duties properly. This is identical 
to the case of the policeman, who 
refrains from doing his humanitarian 
and professional duty to confront the 

offenders and do justice to the victim. 
On the other hand, some policemen 
give some attention to women coming 
to police stations questing for justice, 
but the real reasons behind this are evil 
intentions against the victim herself 
which may go to the extent of exploit
ing her situation for making improper 
advances. Although, this type of 
policemen are rare within the Yemeni 
police, the fact is that so many cases of 
this sort have been narrated by a lot of 
people. Interestingly, the way police
men treat women depend on their 
stance towards women in general, and 
their stance towards violence against 
women in particular. Indeed, this is 
principally related to the non-existence 
of legislations that protect women from 
family violence; thus the way women 
are treated by policemen is governed 
by the policemen stance towards them. 
Thus more studies should be conduct
ed on the tendencies of policemen and 
the judiciary when handling cases 
related to violence against women with 
the view of working out a strategy that 
best tackle this issue.
This is the case of women who seek 
justice at the law-enforcement depart
ments, while the case is much different 
when women are themselves the law
breakers. In the rest of the article, I will 
try to spotlight some of the difficulties 
facing this segment of women.

Rights of female law-breakers
When a woman is convicted to have 
broken the law, she will be treated sim
ilarly as male law-breakers under the 
penal code. She will be subjected to 
precautionary measure, interrogated, 
tried and then the court will issue a ver
dict to release her or send her to jail. Of 
course, nothing wrong has happened 
up till now, as the problem mostly lies 
in the way these measures are 
processed. What is in practice proves 
that convicted women are mistreated, 
particularly during the interrogation 
stage as they are detained in women 
standby prison for long periods of time 
and not in reception centers.
To place untried women along with 
convicted women is categorically 
unfair as their detention in prisons will 
harm their reputation and status in

society. It is also regrettable that the 
law-enforcement agencies do not even 
provide them with sub-standard fair 
treatment as most of women prisons 
lack the basic facilities needed for 
humans, not to mention the particular 
care required for women and their kids. 
Pregnant and breastfeeding women 
badly need special treatment with 
regard to appropriate medical care and 
balanced diets. Pregnant women 
should be admitted to civil hospitals 
before delivery to ensure the safety of 
both the mother and infant. 
Furthermore, an appropriate breast
feeding should be ensured for the new
born infants to be subsequently admit
ted to well-staffed nurseries in case 
their mothers could not continue 
attending to them.

The standards ensured for women pris
ons may differ from one country to 
other, but there are certain basic needs 
that should be made available, particu
larly what have been stated in the inter
national report produced by the New 
York-based Human Right Watch on the 
status of prisons for the year 1993.
The report recommended ensuring the 
following basic standards as minimum 
requirements:
- Women should be provided with a 
sanitary towel or an equivalent substi
tute and should be ensured a daily 
access to a shower during menstrua
tion.
- Women should have access to work 
and education opportunities on an 
equal basis with men.
- Pregnant women should have access 
to regular medical check-ups and prop
er nutrition, particularly prior to deliv
ery.
- Breastfeeding women should be pro
vided with a balanced diet.
- Establishing a regular contact 
between mothers and their infants and 
respecting their rights to directly nur
ture them.
Ultimately, providing women prisoners 
with their particular needs is basically 
one of the minimum standards required 
for women offenders since it is an inte
gral part of human rights. The good 
wills on the part of law-enforcement 
agencies in our country are not suffi
cient to meet the needs of women pris
ons. Thus, women prisoners should be 
provided with appropriate medical care 
and food as minimum standards at 
these prisons. Frankly speaking, pris
ons in Yemen are no longer reformato
ry institutions serving to rehabilitate 
the offenders so as to come back later 
to the society. These prisons are mere 
long walls and rooms that combine dif
ferent women who happened to break 
the law. Also, We should not forget the 
fact that so many women have served 
their terms of imprisonment, but can 
not leave prisoners except after the 
agreement of their male guardians, 
especially the ones serving sentences 
pertaining to moral crimes. This issue 
is a major violation of human rights 
that should be promptly solved from its 
different aspects.
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Improve Your English
Dr. Ramakanta Sahu 
Associate Professor 
College of Education, Mahweet

I. What to Say

Asking for help
Dr. Mukul: Hello. Are you an Indian?
Dr. Patnaik: Yes, I’m. My name is Dr. Patnaik.
Dr. Mukul: Hello, Dr. Patnaik. I’m Dr. Mukul. Nice 

meeting you.
Dr. Patnaik: Nice meeting you, too. I see you for the first 

time. Have you come recently?
Dr. Mukul: Yes, I arrived in Sana’a only yesterday 

morning.
Dr. Patnaik: That means little over twenty four hours 

before. Welcome to Sana’a.
Dr. Mukul: Thank you.
Dr. Patnaik: Do you need my help for anything?
Dr. Mukul: Yes. I want to make a phone call to my 

family back in India. They must be anxious 
about me. Want to tell them that I’ve arrived 
safe and there’s nothing to worry.

Dr. Patnaik: Okay. I shall show you the booth. Of course, 
I arrived only last week. But I’ve gathered 
some basic information about the post office, 
telephone booth, newsstand, nearest 
supermarket, photocopy shop and the health 
center.

Dr. Mukul: I’d be grateful if you would inform me about 
them as well. I was going to ask someone 
about them.

Dr. Patnaik: I’d be glad to. That’s a part of my duty. 
We’re in a foreign country. So we must help 
each other. Besides, the students and the 
general public here are very friendly and 
cooperative. They’re glad to help anyone 
like us in difficulty. But the only barrier for 
communication is language. Most of them 
speak very little English.

Dr. Mukul: But how did you manage to collect the 
information?

Dr. Patnaik: Fortunately all these are located very close to 
Jama jaula. Students helped me locate these.

Dr. Mukul: What’s jama jaula?
Dr. Patnaik: O, that’s the university square.
Dr. Mukul: Good, you have picked up a little Arabic so 

early.
Dr. Patnaik: Yes I have picked up some functional Arabic 

for daily use. You should also do the same. 
The sooner you learn Arabic, the better for 
you to meet your communicational needs. 
Besides, we must learn the language of the 
country where we’re going to spend some 
time.

Dr. Patnaik: Now let me show you what’s where. This is 
the administrative building. It’s called Idara 
in Arabic. If you go to the main road over 
there and turn left, then there is the main 
entrance of the university. The Pose Office is 
in the corner to your right.

Dr. Mukul: What are the working hours?
Dr. Patnaik: The Post office in normal times functions 

between 8 in the morning to 2 in the 
afternoon and 4 to8 in the evening.

Dr. Mukul: Can I make international calls from there?
Dr. Patnaik: Oh no! You have to go outside the university 

campus to the Dairi Street, that’s the ring 
road. Turn right after the traffic light and you 
have newsstand, telephone booth and 
photocopy shop.

Dr. Mukul: Thanks a lot. I now have a working idea 
about these places.

Dr. Patnaik: My pleasure. If there is any thing else that 
you want me to do for you, please feel free to 
ask me.

Dr. Mukul: I will. That’s very kind of you.

II. How to Say it Correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentence
1. My older brother is studying medicine.

2. I admire meeting new people.
3. Although the book has its advantages, it also has a 

serious problem.
4. I have just seen your advertisement about a Secretary.
5. She gave me a good advice.

Answers to last week’s questions:
1.I am getting accustomed to the Yemeni way of life. 

We say: be/ become/ get/ grow accustomed to 
something. It’s always in passive voice.

2. He is interested in the way people behave towards each 
other.
Act refers to what someone does or performs on some 
occasion

3. The things that we do everyday are made easier by 
computers.
Do and act cannot be used together.

4. My present job involves a lot of administration. 
Actual: real (as opposed to what is believed, planned 
or expected)
Present: happening or existing now

5. I never get bored by this city. In fact, each time I return 
I find something new to interest me.

III. How to express it in one word
1. A person who is guided by his sense of duty.
2. To set apart something as sacred for a special purpose.
3. Coming one after another in regular order.
4. Common agreement or opinion about something.
5. Something that follows or is brought about as a result 

of an action.

Answers to last week’s questions
1. Take possession of private property as punishment: 

Confiscate
1. Great fire that destroys buildings or forests: 

Conflagration
1. A place where two rivers meet: Confluence
1. Person with good judgement or matters in which taste 

is needed: Connoisseur
1. The consciousness within oneself of the judgement 

between right and wrong: Conscience

IV. Do as directed
a) Given below is a dialogue between Rehman and 

Rashid. Read it carefully and fill in the missing 
parts.
Rehman:--------?
Rashid: The giraffe is the tallest animal.
Bassam: Do they five in India?
Rashid: No,-------
Bassam: Have you seen a giraffe?
Rashid: Yes,--------

b) Change the last question of Bassam (Have you seen 
a giraffe?) into reported speech.

Answers to last week’s question:
a) Tawfeek: When are you going to village?

Hisham: I’m going there tomorrow.
Tawfeek: How do you go to your village?
Hisham :I go there by bus.
Tawfeek: Do you go to your village often?
Hisham: No, I don’t (or no, I don’t go there often.)

b) 1- The rulers of Athens didn’t like Socrates.
2- Socrates was arrested by the rulers.
3- He was put in the prison.
4- He was calm and cheerful in the prison.
5- He drank poison like a glass of water.

c) Tawfeek asked Hisham when he (Hisham) was 
going to his village.

V. Words of Wisdom
“Having wisdom is better than having 

millions”

YOUTH FORUM
Travel
I saw you,
Do you know what I saw, 
Hope springs from your heart, 
And it dissolves our fear, 
Words, their place is your lips. 
They freeze the fear in us, 
In fulfilling our wishes, 
In the busy high way of our journey,

I saw you,
Indeed, I thought I triumphed, 
I saw you, 
Then, I decided to travel with you, 
I wasn’t sure of my way, 
But II took you as my guide, 
We were beginning, now you say 
You will leave, we wander to where, 
To your country, then I think that is the 
end,
I know not whether that is my end too, 
I saw you, 
Solace from grief, is what we wanted 
I saw you,
I remember not one day, 
that I didn’t listen to you, 
I am full of praise for you, 
Blessed are your relations, 
Your country,

I saw you, and there will not be one 
day,
That I will forget you.

Samira Al-Sanhanie 
Level 4, Faculty of Education, 

Al-Mahweet

Society, Friendship, and Love 
Divinely Ordained on Man
The book starts with a letter, and the 
sea became a sea by the small drop of 
rain.
So this society, friendship, and love 
have a beginning. Allah has given the 
earth to man and has given him the gift 
of the brain. So he builds his small soci
ety bit by bit with the quest for a better 
future. And in order to let the ship of life 
to continue peacefully, God made the 
relationship and love easy to continue. 
But I really can’t lie more than this. The 
fact is not hidden. Every one knows that 
the fact of the real society is going 
through a turning point these days. The 
real purpose of life has changed now. 
Our society has become the society 
sucking the blood of its citizens.
The truth of the matter is that there is a 
struggle to be the strongest and control 

others, how make other be one’s ser
vants, to have the power of money and 
make others beg me for a piece of 
bread.
The society has been given to the man 
for the purpose of building it. But now 
this purpose is changing. It has become 
the society of take, and don’t give, 
destroy and don’t care, kill and don't 
bother...
Our society has sadly changed to be 
the society of foxes. And this friendship 
has become nonsense. No need for it. 
And the cruel heart hates everything 
around. So if you want to live, love 
yourself only.
So our society has become the society 
of the ostrich, that hides her head 
inside the ground and the rest of her 
body is bared to the enemy. And soon 
we will harvest what we have planted. 
We have planted fear and we have to 
harvest slavery. We have planted 
hatred, the grudge and we will 
inescapably harvest them. So I’m not 
proud to belong to such a society.

Aisha Mohammed Ali Moudah 
Level 4, Faculty of Education 

Al-Mahweet

Dear Dr. Sahu,
I would like to thank you for great efforts 
you exert in presenting the page on 
education.
I also want to congratulate you on the 
occasion of completing 100 lessons.
It is a good opportunity for me to pres
ent some proposals.
As students of the English language, 
we need to know more about idioms: 
when we should use a particular idiom, 
its meaning and so on. Secondly we 
should know the situations in which it is 
appropriate to prefer a particular word 
like “hire” or “rent”.
It would be nice of you, if you could 
respond to these suggestions.

Tahani

Dear student,
Thank you for your suggestions.
We are going to include an item on 
idioms and phrases in the question on 
grammar very soon.

—Dr. Sahu

Learning Styles and Strategies (2)
How to Prepare Study Schedules

Debi Prasad Sahu, 
PGT
DAV Public School, 
Chandrasekharpur, 
Bhubaneswar, Orissa 
(India)

M
any students do not 
know how to ration 
time. In other 
words, they haven't 
learnt the technique 

of making an intelligent distribution of 
the time available to them. As a result, 
some activities such as television 
viewing or qat chewing in the Yemeni 
context get a misplaced emphasis 
whereas more important scores like 
studies and health care tend to be par
tially or totally neglected. It is small 
wonder that they are in a terrible mess 
at the time of exam. This situation can 
be averted if you learn the utility of a 
study schedule and stick to it.
A study schedule is a timetable that 
chucks time available and equitably 
distributes the total span among the 
tasks to be accomplished in order of 
their priority. Schedules put you in 
control of your time and your life. 
There is a schedule followed in your 
school. For example, you need to be 
present in class at a certain time, hand 
in classroom tasks or assignments by 
their due dates, and take examinations 
when the teacher schedules them. You 
have nothing to do about the official 
schedule announced by school. 
However, for the purpose of studying

all subjects in the school curriculum in 
a coordinated and balanced way so as 
not to put too much emphasis on one 
subject and give too little importance 
to another as well as completing all les
sons within the time in your hand, you 
should learn to prepare your own 
schedule. This would enable you to 
decide about your short term and long 
term goals and help to fix your own 
pace.
You can have monthly schedule for 
long term, which can be broken down 
to weekly and daily schedules for 
short-term target. Buy or make a calen
dar with squares large enough to write 
in the information you need to remem
ber.
Set a deadline for completing a task 
and mark that date on your calendar. 
You should make time to stick to the 
date line.
Keep your calendar on your desk, on 
the wall near your desk, or some other 
convenient place where you'll see it 
everyday.
To make your schedule attainable, you 
can break down your monthly schedule 
to weekly divisions with enough time 
to make up any loss of time due to 
unforeseen demands. In order to be 
precise, list the activities on which you 
spend time routinely. See how many 
hours are left to devote to studies. If 
you find that there are no enough time 
being available for studies, then recon
sider your schedule and reformulate 
allocation of time among the activities.

You may have to cut down on some 
activities to make room for preparing 
your lessons.
After working out the weekly sched
ule, it is time for determining your 
daily schedule. Out of 24 hours deduct 
the number of hours spent on daily 
chores like sleeping, washing, travel
ling to and from school/college, watch
ing TV, taking care of the family, 
leisure activities such as qat chewing 
and so on. Then critically analyze 
whether you are making a balanced 
and well-proportioned allotment of 
time. You can answer the following 
checklist:
On what activity do I spend the most 
time?
On what activity do I spend the least 
time?
Do I spend a lot of time unnecessari
ly on any activity?
Do I need to spend more time than I 
do on any activity?
Is the amount of time I devote to 
studies adequate?
Am I satisfied with the way I spend 
my time?
What changes need I bring about in 
my current schedule?
This checklist would enable you to be 
more wise and practical to organize 
your time, one of your most valuable 
resources. If you cultivate the habit of 
economizing on time and adopt a well- 
organized and planned schedule, it 
would go a long way to help you 
achieve your goals in life.

Linguistic Deviations
Mohammad H. 
Al-Fattah
Lecturer, College of 
Education, Al-Mhweet 
Sana’a University

L
anguage of ordinary peo
ple is different from the 
language of literature 
like poetry, drama, and 
different types of fiction. 

Poets, playwrights, and novelists usu
ally don't use ordinary language. They 
use literary language. In other words, 
they deviate from the normal uses of 
language. If we analyze the language 
of everyday conversation in English in 
different situations and contrast it with 
the language of any text in science, 
economics or an other field, we will 
find obvious differences. In scientific 
or economic texts we will generally 
find simple sentence structures, clarity 
of ideas, better organization of para
graphs, lucid development of the 
ideas, an easy accessibility of the mes
sage, a link between the sentences, 
economy in the choice of the words, 
lack of imagination and visibility of 
the writer's intention.
However, in a poetic text or any other 
literary text, there are different types 
of deviations. 'Deviation' means mov
ing away from the normal. Linguistic 
deviation means using language which 
is different from the normal language 
of ordinary prose. The language used 
by great poets often deviates from 
ordinary language in many respects. 

Let's consider different kinds of devia
tion:

1) Lexical deviation:
Poets use new lexical items or new 
words which they create themselves. 
Many words used nowadays were first 
used by poets. Edmond Spenser coined 
the word ‘Blatant’, William 
Shakespeare gave the word 
‘Assassination’ John Milton coined 
‘Pandemonium’. Many words are cre
ated in modern poetry by T. S. Eliot. 
These include: ‘Foresuffer’, in his 
poem ‘Wasteland’. This word is new 
and Eliot used it because Tiresias 
could suffer that although that suffer
ing would come in the future.

2) Grammatical Deviation:
Poets deviate from ordinary grammar 
to create either a new meaning or for 
the sake of rhyme or rhythm.
Rhyme: Goblins Came on Mischief 
Bent To Saint Anthony Alent
Here, according to the rules of gram
mar, a writer of prose should have 
written:
Goblins bent on mischief came.
The poet has deviate din grammar (use 
of verb) if a poet writes: A grief ago 
Then grief has been used in place of 
month, hour or day. So the grammati
cal deviation in so far as the word grief 
should not have been chosen with ago.

3) Semantic Deviation:
Thus, when we say: He is a tiger. We 
are using the phrase 'a tiger' for a brave 

man and not an animal. This is seman
tic deviation. All figurative speech, 
especially metaphors, are examples of 
semantic deviations.

4) Dialectal Deviation:
When a poet uses a dialect (the lan
guage of a region which is slightly dif
ferent from the standard language 
which is used in literature, to create a 
special effect, it is called dialect devia
tion. Mostly dialects are used to create 
on effect of the real speech of people, 
thomas Hardy used dialect in their 
poetry. Nowadays many poets use 
dialects to show that dialects are 
important and not to be ignored.

5) Deviation of Register
Register means the special language of 
a occupation or activity. We have the 
register of the army, of medical doc
tors, of schools or of computer experts. 
Poets use these registry to create spe
cial effects in their poetry.
T. S eliot wrote:
Thum Nymphs are departed
Departed, have left no addresses
Here the words ‘left no address’ have 
been borrowed from the register of 
modern city life.
Ekito has used it for nymphs to prove 
that even the figures of myths and 
romance have been made modern and 
uninteresting nowadays.
There are also other deviations in 
English literature such as: 
Phonological deviation and 
Graphological deviation.

TIMES QUIZ-11
Questions
1. When the blood supply to a part of the brain is suddenly cut off, the 

individual suffer from
a) cerebral hemorrhage b) encephalitis
c) stroke d) brain fever

2. The sense of taste arises from certain microscopic structures called
a) neurons b) buds c) papillae

3. All living organisms of the earth constitute
a) biosphere b) community c) biome d) population

4. The following is used to make ice cream:
a) Agar, Agar b) Algin
c) Starch d) Protein

5. The structural similarity between the arm of a man and wing of a 
bird is an example of
a) analogy b) phylogeny
c) homology d) ontology

Answers to Times Quiz (10)
1. Newton’s Law of gravitation states that every mass in this universe 

attracts every other mass with a force which is directly proportional to 
the product of two masses and inversely proportional to the square of 
distance between them.

2. Chandrasekhar, an Indian born scientist was awarded the Nobel prize 
in astrophysics.

3. Human beings can be classified as dioecious.
4. Main function of leaf is trapping of sunlight.
5. The planet Mars is known as the ‘red planet’
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Bee-keeping in Yemen
Julian Lush
The British-Yemeni Society 
Journal

T
hese are just some obser
vations by an amateur 
bee-keeper travelling with 
the Society’s three week 
tour of Yemen in October 

2000; they are by no means a compre
hensive account of what is becoming 
an important industry and source of 
wealth in the rural economy.
One thing manifest over the whole 
route was the burgeoning of bee-keep
ing in Yemen. Stacks of bee-hives 
appear by the roadside all over the 
country, from small banks of half a 
dozen or so to large arrays of dozens - 
veritable apiaries. Clearly the prof
itable niche market traditionally held 
by the Wadi Du’an and Tihama honey 
producers is being tapped by a great 
many others; why not, when the bees, 
who do the essential work, are free to 
all?
We saw hives on the road to Manakha, 
in the plains east of Sana’a and in 
Marib, in Wadis Beihan, Yahbum, 
Hadramaut and Du’an and in the 
Hujjariyah and Tihama; and they are 
doubtless to be seen elsewhere.
Bees have been social insects for 10-20 
million years and have had time to 
develop varieties adapted to many 
localities. The variety of honey-bee 
endemic to Yemen is the apis 
Yemenitica - a small, dark bee which 
thrives in the hot, dry conditions. 
Traditional bee-keeping methods using 
a long, thin hive-box hollowed from a 
log can still be seen. Modem hive
boxes, based on the same principle, are 
wooden, 80-100 cm long and 12x12 
cm in cross-section. The front has a 
hinged door with a V-shaped bee 
entrance, and the rear closure is 
plugged and sealed with mud. 
Alternatively, as we observed in the 
suq at Seiyun, hibes can be of pottery 
pipe, made in three sections and sup
ported on a metal frame, enabling the 

hive to be opened at two points in its 
length.
In all these long hives, the queen and 
brood generally inhabit the front of the 
hive, while the honey combs, naturally 
built by the bees in parabolic shape, are 
suspended longitudinally for maxi
mum ventilation and cooling. The 
honey comb is extracted through the 
rear of the hive which is sealed with 
mud and thus easily opened, causing 
minimum disturbance to the brood 
(larvae and developing bees) inside.
Apiaries are in banks of 10-100 hives, 
stacked 3-4 rows high on a metal stand, 
covered by grass or similar cooling 
material, which in turn is covered over 
with a blue plastic sheet. One is struck 
by the extreme proximity of the hives 
to one another, and by the amazing 
ability of bees to know which is home. 
The favorite forage of the Yemenitica 
bee is from the flowering al-sidr tree or 
ziziphus spina-christi, the kasas, a 
Euphorbia, and from acacia trees, all of 
which are found throughout the coun
try. But the bees are not particularly 
choosy and will glean pollen and nec
tar from a surprising range of plants 
even in arid regions. However, their 
forage may not be plentiful at all sea
sons, and Yemeni bee-keepers supple
ment their diet with sugar. Water also 

has to be available at all times, for this 
is essential for the bees’ health and the 
honey-making process.
To gauge the pace of bee-keeping 
development, I asked a hive maker in 
Bait al-Faqih what his production and 
sales rates were. He said that he was 
selling 700-800 box-hives per month at 
a price of YR 600 (3 sterling pounds) 
each; by contrast, log hives cost 
YR2000 each. His market covered just 
one part of the Tihama. If the rates 
which he quoted are extrapolated over 
the rest of the country, one can see the 
likely scale of the growing industry.
A timely local press article provided 
some statistics on Yemen honey pro
duction, stating that Hadhrami honey 
led the field (as expected) with 35 tons 
per year, a large proportion of which is 
exported to other Arab countries 
(where it command huge prices.) Next 
comes Shabwa Government with 29 
tons annually, followed by Mahwit 
with 15 tons, Tihama with 13 tons, 
Hajjah with 8 tons, Osaimat, Ibb and 
Taiz with 4-5 tons each, and around 35 
tons from other areas, making a total 
production of some 150 tons a year. 
The article adds that a kilogram of 
good honey sells for $150, hence the 
real attraction of bee-keeping in 
Yemen: no amateurs there!

Vacancy Announcement
The office of:
European Union’s Assistance to the National Population Council (NPC) for the Coordination of Information, 
Education and Communication (IEC) Program for Population and Family Planning invites interested candidates to 
apply for the position of Administrative Secretary for the following job responsibilities:

JOB RESPONSIBILITIES: ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY (Female)

The overall objective of the project is to increase the Yemeni public’s knowledge on population related issues, women’s 
health and family care, and on the interrelationship between fertility and mortality rates, and of the significant influence 
that imbalanced population growth has on poverty, low standards of reproductive health and serious social and gender 
inequities.

ROLE OF ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY

The role of the Administrative Secretary within the organization is to provide administrative and logistical support to the 
project.

REPORTING TO: National Project Manager and Expatriate Technical Adviser
BASED AT: NPC - TS in Sana’a

MAIN RESPONSIBILITIES:

1. Taping, translating, sending, receiving and filing the project documents according to the existing 
organization system.

2. Maintain project equipment and work with the Financial Manager and the procurement department to 
maintain inventory of office supplies and requirements and records as necessary.

3. Follow up, finalize and make sure that the project tasks are accomplished.
4. Writing meetings minutes when required
5. Help the project management in daily routine work especially interpretation and translation as needed

Qualification and skills required:
1- She should have experience in secretarial work and public relations for at least five years
2- Very good English and Arabic language skills in speaking, reading and writing
3- Full computer skills in using Word, Excel and Office 97 and 2000
4- Ability to access to internet and E-mails

• The dead line for receiving applications is Saturday 12/1/2002
• Only candidates who meet the requirements should apply and acknowledgement will only be sent to short listed 

applicants meeting the requirements of the post.
• Candidates who has the necessary qualifications may submit their curriculum vitae with a brief letter and 

supporting documents to the following address:

National Project Manager
EC Project to the National Population Council - Technical Secretariat, Amran Road,
P.O. BOx 12551,
Sana’a, Rep. Of Yemen
Tel/Fax: 231313
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Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

L
ocal topics and events 
have rather captured the 
headlines and articles of 
Yemeni press this week, 
particularly the clashes 

that took place in March governorate 
when Republican Guard forces 
embarked on tracking down some ele
ments suspect of being terrorists from 
al-Qaeda network.

Here are first the main headlines 
front-paged local press.
- President Ali Abdullah Saleh Chairs 

a meeting of Defense, Interior 
Ministries and Security Commands

- The Meeting Takes Measures on 
Stabilization of Security in Society

- France Opposes a U.S. Military 
Strike Against Iraq

- Preparatory Meeting of GCC 
Summit 29 Dec.

- Afghan Interim Government Takes 
Over Power Saturday

- Americans From Latin Origin 
Embrace Islam

- Pakistan Arrests 31 Yemenis from 
Al-Qaeda Following their Escape

- America Asks Yemen to Intensify Its 
Efforts Against al-Qaeda Elements

- Unemployment in Yemen Estimated 
at 35%

- Canadian Medical Mission in Aden 
19 January

- Angry Reactions to Killing of 
Military men in Dhalei and 
Demolition of 4 Houses.

Ath-Thawra daily 22 
Dec. 2001

The daily editorial is devoted to dis
cussing the resolute dealing with ele
ments trying to destabilize security in 
the country. The editorial says fighting 
such elements is something dictated by 
necessities of the existence of the state 
of law and order and requirements of 
comprehensive development of the 
society. The interest of the homeland 
lies in the law, order and social devel
opment.
As the national interest is connected

with interest of the citizens as a whole, 
therefore it should be above all tenden
cies and narrow egoistic interests that 
do not observe duties of the citizen and 
rights of the homeland. All of us are 
aware of the severity of losses and 
damage inflicted on our country and 
people those irresponsible practices by 
those who stand behind the phenome
non of kidnapping and the terrorist acts 
that caused great deformation to 
Yemen's people.
As some elements have gone to far in 
disturbing the general security and 
infringement of stability and interests 
of the society, confronting such ele
ments have become a duty dictated by 
the national, religious and ethical 
responsibility. The danger and damage 
of violating security reaches out all and 
impinges upon interests of all to the 
extent of threatening security and sov
ereignty of the political and social enti
ty. Thus preserving stability is consid
ered a collective responsibility.
Under a democratic system, as ours, 
there is no justification or possibility of 
talking about the existence of any dif
ference between security of the society 
and that of the state. Each of them 
complements the other and the ques
tion of security should be dealt with as 
security of the society. In this respect 
political and social reality interconnec
tion is embodied in a form of complete 
partnership represented in its expres
sion and applied mechanism through 
the popular participation in taking the 
decision through institutions of the 
state.
At whatever level, according to the 
verified partnership, all are responsible 
directly and completely for the soci
ety's security. Every individual and 
group on its part has to guarantee secu
rity of the society. This would, in addi
tion to consolidating rules of stability 
in general, offer a bright and positive 
image of a civilized human society 
refusing crime and violation of values 
and ethics.
Our people have suffered a lot and our 
homeland as well and sustained great

losses of their potentials and lives of 
their sons during the years of conflict 
and instability. In this period under 
leadership of president Ali Abdullah 
Saleh the people have realized and felt 
security and stability.
Our people have now the right to con
firm their right to live in stability and 
conciliation. I t has become their duty 
to channel their energies and potentials 
in favor of their development and pros
perity. Our people would not permit 
anyone to squander their energies in 
the manner bringing harm on them and 
the country. We say enough to all that 
our society has suffered because of 
irresponsible practices and now it is 
time for it to live in peace and security.

Al-Ayyam daily, 19 
Dec. 2001

Columnist Najeeb Mohammed Yably 
says in his article that the junta and the 
group were the two ends of the difficult 
equation in the conflict in the southern 
part of the country before the unity that 
ended in the confrontations of January 
13, 1986. The conflict was decided in 
favor of the junta that assumed the 
power in the south while the group 
migrated to the northern governorates 
so that to be a card in the hands of the 
political authority in Sana'a, to be 
taken from its pocket whenever it 
wanted and to put it back in the pocket 
any time it wanted.
The junta has entered history through 
the biggest of its doors when Ali Salem 
Al-Biedh had signed the agreement of 
the Yemeni unity on November 30 
1989. The junta did not work for 
improving the conditions of the unity, 
but it entered it while losing the gover
norates of Abyan and Shabwa.
The war broke out and the junta lost 
when forces of the group entered and 
replaced the junta. Thus it took up the 
gifts and posts. The group thought it to 
be the eternal fraternity while in reali
ty they have been merely temporary 
workers for the state.

Yemeni Families Flock 
Towards Haraj Markets

Ekram al-Akori

F
or the last decade, specifi
cally since the Gulf War. 
Haraj markets (second
hand markets) have widely 
spread in all the gover
norates of the republic. Many places 

have been allocated to such markets 
with the aim of buying and selling all 
kinds of second-hand commodities.
In Sana'a, there are so many Haraj 
Markets such as, al-Khaima Haraj 
Market in Hael Street. The most 
famous one is located in the al-Safia. 
There are also so many different Haraj 
markets and trading shops in al- 
Tahreer, Al-Kaa, and Shoaoob.
Om Ahmed, a Yemeni expatriate in 
Belgium, said "I always buy second
hand clothes as you see in this clothes 
shop, not that I'm not able to buy new 
clothes but these are of high quality, 
many Yemenis fight shy to come to 
these places, despite the good things

offered here. In Belgium for instance, 
people frequently haunt these places 
without a sense of distrust."
Salma Abdullah from Mahweet, said: 
"I've come to al-Safia Haraj market to 
buy things due to the high increase of 
prices."
A second-hand clothes shop owner in 
Al-Kaa Haraj Market said people of 
different nationalities frequent his 
shop.
Second-hand commodities are import
ed through Hodeidah and Aden sea
ports and are sold at very low prices. 
Saleh Hussein, a peddler in Al-Tahreer 
Street, said "Officials of the 
Municipality always irritate us. But 
thank God that people like to buy what 
we offer.”
"We buy clothes for children from 
Haraj and this is not a shame as some 
people think. It lessens the burden of 
spending too much money on buying 
new clothes for kids. I have got 12 chil
dren and I could spend only YR 5000

to buy new clothes for them. If I am to 
buy new clothes I may need an amount 
of YR 40 thousand,” said Om Hani.
Elham from Aden has different views 
concerning buying second-hand 
clothes. She said buying clothes from 
Haraj markets had inevitable conse
quences that had scientifically been 
proved. "Most clothes are imported 
from Africa in which epidemics spread 
very quickly. These clothes are 
exposed for sale without even being 
washed,” she said.
Hussein, a trader running ten second
hand clothes shops in different places 
said second hand commodities were 
profitable. "We buy cheap clothes and 
furniture and gain more than the origi
nal price when selling them,” he said. 
Economists have studied this issue. 
They attributed people’s purchase of 
second-hand clothes and other kinds of 
commodities to the weakness of peo
ple’s purchasing power. There is also t 
he increase in big families which

sometimes con
tain more than 12 
members. "Many 
Yemeni families 
return from the 
gulf countries fol
lowing the Gulf 
War. Many of 
these families can 
not afford clothes 
for their many 
children so they 
find themselves 
forced to seek 
cheaper ones,” 
said Fahmia khat- 
ib.
The deteriorating 
economy of 
Yemen and the 
low per capita 
income are the 
main reasons for 
people’s going to 
the Haraj mar
kets.

We are all the same
As the winter holidays of Muslims, 
Christians, and Jews are enjoyed, we 
all should remember the similarities 
rather than the differences in these 
three great and true monotheistic reli
gions.
May our one God bless all worship
pers who pray for peace and work for 
justice for all.

Jack Sawicki 
Arlington, Virginia, USA

Dear Editor,
It is being reported in the Western 
news sources that there may be a 
British-led peace-keeping force estab
lished in Afghanistan. While this may 
be laudable in seeing peace return to a 
Muslim state, I find it interesting that 
my Muslim brothers in other countries 
are not taking a leading role in this. I 
am pleased to hear, however, that 
Jordan might be involved.
Amongst the AGCC countries, we 
have forces in places like the UAE, 
Saudi Arabia and my ancestral Oman 
which would be more than capable of 
performing this difficult and some
times dangerous task. With armed 
forces from other Islamic States pro
viding support, and working alongside 
other non-Muslim countries, we could 
demonstrate to the world the power of 
Islam and its traditional focus on 
peaceful coexistence. I understand the 
UAE, in particular, has done some 
excellent work in relief efforts, having 
sent a medical team to Macedonia to 
help look after Kosovo refugees. 
Unfortunately, this was ignored by 
Western media.
I believe it's time we start to look after 
our own, rather than letting the USA 
and the former colonial powers from 
Europe run things. By doing so, we 
could go a long way to change atti
tudes towards Islam and make the 
rhetoric of those who are against Islam 
a lot harder to be heard.

Butros Al-Khazar

Dear Editor,
With reference to the recent video
tape about Osama bin Laden shown by 
the American Government, it is wise 
for the international community to 
think logically before it comes to a 
conclusion. For example, if 'x' is 
greater than 'y', it is not logic that the 
same 'x' is smaller than 'y'. This means 
that if Osama bin Laden was capable 
to destroy the World Trade Center 
(WTC) without the interception of the 
American CIA and FBI, he will not be 
such a 'stupid' who leaves such a 
video-tape unprotected or un
destroyed, especially if he knows that 
the USA (the most powerful country in 
the world) is after him.
The same logic holds good. If Osama 
bin Laden is such a 'stupid' who leaves 
a video-tape (that can sign his death
warren) unprotected or un-destroyed. 
he cannot be the real 'fox' who can 
carry out an operation such as 'the 
destruction of ‘WTC under the tough 
supervision of CIA and FBI. 
Therefore, the 'guys in Washington' 
should not be 'stupid' and try to come 
up with something that can be accept
ed logically by the international com
munity.
On the other hand, the guys in 
Washington are convincing the inter
national community that the 'Northern 
Alliances' are the 'good-guys' and the 
'Talibans' are the 'bad-guys'. But when 
the so-called 'bad-guys' who are now 
in 'Tora Bora' were fighting against the 
ex-Soviet Union some years ago, they 
were defined as 'good-guys' by the 
'guys in Washington'.
To apply the same logic, if 'x' is equal 
to 'y' and 'y' is equal to 'z', therefore, 'x' 
is equal to 'z'. I would like to assure 
the international community that if the 
'good-guys' in Afghanistan go bad 
(according to Washington), those 
'good-guys' should automatically take 
the nick-name of 'bad-guys' and be 
prepared for another B-52 bombs. 
Therefore the international communi
ty should also be prepared to learn 
quickly how to switch the definition of 
'good-guys' and 'bad-guys' inter
changeably.
The question is 'who decides what'? 
'The guys in Washington' or 'the inter
national community'. 'The most pow
erful one' or 'the justice'. 'The dictator

ship' or 'the democracy'. Unless we 
find logical answers to those ques
tions, the international community 
will end up as (what the contemporary 
social-scientists known as) 'INTER
NATIONAL RISK-COMMUNITY'.
To make our world a better place to 
live in, we should not take RISKS by 
thinking ILLOGICALLY.

Awes Mohamed Abdullah 
Awesmohamed@hotmail.com 

marjetka6@email.si

Dear Editor,
I have just read several comments in 
the Focus (Opinion) Section. 
Obviously I can not change people’s 
opinion (or prejudice, or bias). 
However, I feel compelled to offer a 
rebuttal - also obviously, from the 
"other side".
I see the social and economic prob
lems of the Middle East as self gener
ated. The Middle East is a conglomer
ation of nations beset with religious 
fractures, tribal hostilities, the absence 
of a center (Turkey, Iran, Syria, Iraq, 
Pakistan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Central 
Asia, Indonesia) of authority and gov
ernments that cannot separate religion 
from government - the exception 
being Turkey. How can the rest of the 
world deal with the Middle East when 
there are so many different voices of 
"authority".
The Western world has modernized 
and competes with one another, as 
well as with many Asian nations with
in the parameters of modernization. 
America, since the end of World War 
II, has not been isolationist - in fact we 
are everywhere with aid, purchasing 
goods and services from the world at 
large, and providing humanitarian 
relief. Do not confuse MODERNIZA
TION with WESTERNIZATION. 
America does not insist you 
Westernize - we offer you the goods 
and services of Modernization. Your 
governments and population purchase 
these goods and services - you want 
them or you don't - so be it!. The prob
lem is that because Islam is the gov
ernment, clerics and true believers that 
interpret Islam in fundamentalist 
terms, represent an ancient historical 
way of life, radically opposed to a 
modernized world. And in order to 
justify fundamentalism, and the lack 
of progress in economic or social 
equality with the rest of the world, 
hatred must be generated toward the 
non Islamic world.
Hatred is the greatest unifying action 
to shift the blame from "us" to "them". 
Blame America, blame Israel, blame 
the non believers (infidels) for all of 
your problems. Please note that the 
largest number of armed conflicts 
throughout the world for the past 
twenty years have involved Muslim 
peoples against Christians, Jews, 
Hindu, Sinic - (Balkans, Chechen, 
Israel, Central Asia, China, India, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore). It 
would be my suggestion to quit blam
ing and begin developing yourselves. 
Also suggest that you investigate the 
success of Singapore - a British colony 
until the late 1960's. In 20 years they 
fought off Muslims, Chinese commu
nists, and developed into one of the 
most significant economies of Asia. 
You are using the Jews (and Israel) as 
an excuse for failure. Now you have 
added America. Your blind devotion to 
the Islamic brother (OBL), a genuine 
terrorist fanatic) has forced Islam fur
ther back into disrespect.
Hopefully this stupidity will revive 
true Islamic practice and development 
into joining the rest of the world.

Alyn S
southwesternusa@hotmail.msn

Dear Editor,
My comments are directed towards the 
writers of "Don't count on US for jus
tice", "Are we any Better", and 
"Misunderstanding Islam and 
Terrorism." I figure to give you a little 
background on myself would be the 
best way to start this out so here we 
go. I'm a middle class, 22 year old part 
time student, full time worker who has 
become emerged in political issues of 
the Middle East since the return of the 
Golan heights to Syria a few years 
back. And I had been following the 
mid-east issues since before that. Just 
the fact that I come to your site should

show my devotion to understanding 
all perspectives. I am an enormous fan 
of newspaper sites out of Yemen, 
Syria, Bahrain, Iran, etc.. I believe that 
the important opinions come from the 
average citizens of these respected 
countries.
The United States of America has 
troops in Saudi Arabia, and elsewhere 
in the Middle East, that's undisputable, 
but come on, we are protecting the 
world's oil reserves (which includes 
our own). Are you going to tell me that 
the Saudi regime, or the Kuwait’s did
n't want us there and/or didn't care that 
the Iraqi's had invaded Kuwait. The 
united states is in a terrible situation, 
we can either have nothing to do with 
these countries and devote our time 
and money to a more efficient fuel 
(that would make the middle east a lot 
more poorer than it already is as a 
whole) and completely stop sending 
any aid to countries like Afghanistan 
(which we were sending 170 million 
dollars a year, even though we new 
they were harboring terrorists that had 
blown up 2 embassies, among other 
things).
It's funny how nobody wants us to 
have anything to do with us, but has 
this need to take our foreign aid with 
no problem, how's that work. How 
come pictures of the Afghan's thank
ing our troops and dancing in the 
streets or there children having a 
friendly snowball fights with our guys 
isn't running continuously on the lead
ing Arab news station or should I say 
Propaganda station "Al-Jazeera"? 
We’re always paying this price for our 
relations with Israel (which I don't 
like, myself.) If it wasn't for us Israel 
would be a lot larger instead of small
er. We have been unable to support 
Arafat of late because it is becoming 
evident that he is a powerless leader. If 
he can't get people to stop targeting 
civilians in suicide bombings then 
what’s the point of involving him in 
anything. He was offered 90% of what 
he asked for a few years ago and 
instead of accepting it and using it as a 
stepping stone towards peace, and sta
bility he turned it down and all off a 
sudden the US is blamed for the fact 
that the Israeli’s are firing missiles at 
the suspected "hide-outs" of the men 
responsible for these terrible acts that 
we are seeing today.
Wow, it is astonishing to me that any 
intelligent human being could com
pare that to some guy going to a 
pedestrian mall with a concealed 
bomb packed with nails and killing 
dozens of innocent people who he 
doesn't know and definitely doesn't 
know how they feel about the politics 
of the region. Isn't it a coincidence that 
all of a sudden Haifa is getting hit, a 
place where (until now) Jews and 
Muslims lived in peace. Perfect target, 
take away the exception and you take 
away the argument! Well the United 
States is the greatest nation in the 
world weather you like it or not, we 
give to so many countries in need, 
sometimes even ones that do us wrong 
(Afghanistan). We are by far the 
largest donor of foreign aid in the 
world. Wow that's the epitome of evil
ness I guess. And as far as Islam goes, 
I don't know that much about it, I have 
plenty of Muslim friends some of 
whom are Pakistani born. The terrible 
thing that's happened is that Muslims 
are blaming Islam being stamped as a 
terrorist sponsoring religion on the US 
when the terrorists like the Egyptian 
jihad, Hezbollah, Hamas, and the Al- 
Qaeda are killing innocent civilians 
PURPOSELY, and doing it in the 
name of Allah and Islam. I myself 
know Islam to be a great and peaceful 
religion but to someone who doesn't 
know any better they just see letters 
laced with anthrax and the first line 
reads "praise be to Allah!" What do 
you expect? The Timothy McVeigh 
argument is always used "Tim is to 
Christianity as Osama is to Islam!" 
Wrong!!!! He said what he did was for 
his rights and his country (no matter 
how wrong and stupid that is!) he did
n't do it in the name of Christ.
I say to the people of the middle east 
"Do you want us, our business, and 
our money, or do you simply not? It's 
as simple as that!

Michael Mills
mowza2000@yahoo.com
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Dear Editor,
I know many of the people at the 
Yemen Times as I used to proof read 
the paper for them as a volunteer while 
studying Arabic in Yemen. They are 
good people who are trying to change 
their society for the better and I 
respect them. However, as I have 
observed over the past six months, Al 
Haifi's articles "Common Sense" do 
not do the paper justice nor do they 
contain any common sense. His hatred 
for America and his paranoia of Israel 
is nothing short of sad. I love to read 
the Yemen Times, but I do not under
stand why the paper gives his hatred a 
voice. To Al Haifi I say, America does 
not hate you, the American Jews - like 
the American Arabs - do not control 
our policy or our media, we support 
Israel because it is a democracy just as 
we support Yemen, we attack those 
who attack us, and finally, believing in 
conspiracies and telling lies does your
self and the wonderful newspaper you 
work for absolutely no good. In one 
issue you praised the Taliban for not 
bowing to the west! and then in anoth
er issue you say they are misguided. 
Common sense does not come from 
changing your mind every time you 
want to rail against the United States. 
To the guys at the Yemen Times, keep 
up the great work and I hope to see 
you again when I am in Yemen the 
next time.

Richard Rubright 
rich_r@vi.org

Dear Editor,
Please give me what your dictionary 
said about killing of innocent people 
in your country or any other part of the 
world. Please tell me also if your God 
approves the killing of innocent peo
ple.
Please tell me also, if your religion has 
any code of conduct in terms of what 
is good or bad before your God eye. 
Please tell me what your dictionary 
said in regards to respect the way of 
thinking of those that do not share 
your point of view.
I can not imaging a God that enjoys 
the killing of innocent people, because 
they don't share your point of view. 
What about the love. Is the love and 
respect to others are explained in your 
dictionary?
Did you consider that kill your family 
is good before God eye? This behavior 
will be rewarded with a good spot in 
the paradise.
I really don't understand what your 
people consider is good or bad, please
tell me what dictionary you are using 
to support your thoughts.
I don't expect any answer, but I am 
very curious to receive your answer to 
this letter.

Frank Montanez 
frank_montanez@yahoo.com

CONFUSION
First, before I write what I think about 
this war in Afghanistan let me say that 
I’m an Arab American Muslim and I'm 
very proud to be a Muslim. I would 
give up my life for any innocent per
son in this world Christian, Muslim, or 
even a Jew (as long as the person is 
innocent). I'm suffering for the inno
cent people that are suffering in 
Palestine, and yet I feel no sympathy 
at all for the Afghan people. The 
Afghan invited the American army 
into their country. If they wanted to 
save their land and their people, they 
would have spotted Bin Laden any
where in the country and given him to 
the appropriate authorities.
Secondly, I have read many letters that 
have been sent to this website. Many 
Muslims support another fellow 
Muslims without thinking the case 
thoroughly. Most Muslims blame this 
war on America and treat the 
Americans as being unfair. I would 
like you to close your eyes and imag
ine this. Imagine that you are in a store 
or a dukin you have three children and 
you love all of them and want them to 
be the best. You turn around to look at 
the products in front of you. All of the 
sudden, you hear one of your children 
crying, you turn around to see what 
happened, and you see that all of them 
have been stabbed. You turn around to 
see who did it, and a couple of people 
are looking at you, but your suspicions 
point to one guy and one guy only. So 
the first thing that you do is to do the 
same thing to that man, because of the

anger you feel. This story is exactly 
what happened to America and what 
America’s responded to Bin Laden 
acts.
When a Muslim or an Arab president 
gets angry for another Islamic or Arab 
country that is being attacked, then 
why can’t the countries become one. If 
they want to speak up to the world 
they will have to speak as one, rather 
than as a tiny country that is small as 
little New Hampshire (a state in the 
US).
I don’t have any respect for any 
Islamic President, with the exceptions 
of the Egyptian president, King 
Abdullah, and Ali Abdullah Saleh. 
These presidents speak up, while the 
others are drinking tea. Most presi
dents speak about trying to help the 
needy countries, but none have made 
the effort. I have learned that one of 
the richest people are Muslim-Arabs, 
but the most confusing thing to me is, 
what do they do with their money?
My parents taught me to help the poor 
and let them rise up. When I see the 
richest people who are living in our 
prophet's land, watching camel racing 
or drinking tea in expensive cup 
wares. That makes me feel very angry, 
because I tell every non-Muslim that 
Islam is concerned about love, giving 
the needy, respect, and peace, while I 
myself don’t see this happening in the 
Islamic nations. It hurts me greatly to 
watch our greatest enemy rising over 
us.
Third thing is what I have read on 
many letters that have been sent to this 
website. To me it’s hard to compre
hend that many non-Muslims think 
that most Muslims agree with what the 
terrorist did in America. I’m a Muslim 
and I would give up my life to any per
son, a Muslim or not a Muslim. I want 
every one to understand that almost 
every Muslim, who knows and under
stand the Holy Quran condemns these 
kind of acts, that are committed by the 
terrorists. Whoever is the terrorist, 
may God, Allah, send him or them to 
hell, because they are not only creat
ing dreadful disasters, but also ruining 
the name of Islam. Islam is one of the 
best religions, because there are no 
mysterious question, unlike other reli
gions. May God strike the people, who 
want to ruin Islam. Another thing, 
who ever the kidnappers that are ruin
ing Yemen’s name, I hope that they get 
punished badly for their sinful acts.
The only thing that keeps me wonder
ing is an article that I read a couple of 
weeks ago (let me say that I have noth-
ing against any innocent Jewish per
son once or for all). I read an article 
that said that before the attack on Sept. 
11 that 4,000 Jews did not go to work 
to the World Trade Centers on that 
day, and that they were called before 
hand not to go to work. This website is 
one of my favorite websites on 
Yemen’s news, because I share the 
news with my American friends, with
out translating the news from Arabic 
into English. This website has shown 
a lot of information on the terrorist 
acts. It is only fair that America is 
doing it’s job in Afghanistan. The only 
thing that would hurt me greatly is if 
America, later on, finds out that it was 
someone else who did the bombings 
and not the Al-Qaeda and Bin Laden.

G.J.E

Dear Editor,
The Americans are demanding death 
for Arabs in Afghanistan but American 
Taliban fighter John Walker (AKA 
Abdul Hamid) is going to be entitled 
to the 'ole American double standard 
of "justice" because his daddy was a 
lawyer for the U.S. "justice" depart
ment? Americans especially want to 
kill Arabs on instructions from their 
Zionist and Jewish masters. The U.S. 
funded occupation force commander 
Ariel Sharon told the Turkish prime 
minister a few days ago he wanted to 
be "rid of" Arab Arafat and this is 
translated by the lawyer run U.S. gov
ernment, which takes orders from their 
Jewish masters, to give more help in 
the killing of Arabs which they do by 
furnishing war planes & tanks, etc. to 
Israel?
Now is time for the Arab Nations to 
become united against the U.S. funded 
foreign occupation army in Arab 
lands, have an oil embargo or at least a 
drastic slow down in output of oil and 
to unite to carry opt the predictions of

the apostle Jesus "And when ye shall 
see Jerusalem compassed with armies, 
Know ye the desolation thereof is 
night." (Luke 21:20—where Jesus has 
predicted the great upcoming Islamic 
victory to liberate Jerusalem)?
The lawyer run U.S. government seeks 
to create division within the Arab 
Nations but by their open double stan
dards against Arabs they are helping 
bring all Arabs & Muslims together to 
defeat the U.S. funded foreign occupa
tion army in Arab & Islamic lands. 
And now is the time for all concerned 
Arabs to give support to Arab 
Americans who are willing to counter 
the Zionist influence here in the 
United States by sending donations to 
us.

E. M. Wheby 
wheby@jboxford.com

Dear Editor,
The Palestinian Hamas and Jihad 
organizations are terrorists, because 
they kill innocent Israeli citizens, for 
their political purposes, goals, rights. 
Osama bin Laden and Al Qaeda organ
ization are terrorists, because they 
have killed innocent US citizens, for 
their political and religion purposes, 
goal.
Who is a warrior, who is a terrorist?
Before we charge a group, we must 
ask, why they do this, what their moti
vation is?
US justice does not ask, why. It 
charges Osama bin Laden as a crimi
nal, because he attacked the strongest 
democratic country.
I want to make a neutral, independent 
justice, without US and Arab influ
ences (money) and control. The 
Islamic countries could brought 
charge or opinion on this justice, but 
the main judge would be objective 
with many questions and answers. The 
USA would be called on this justice, 
too.
US Military justice has no rights to 
charge Osama bin Laden because 
Osama is an Arab and Muslim, and he 
does not belong to US Army.
US Military justice is militant and 
with a bloody history, so it has no 
rights to judge.

Marjetka Urbane
Email: marjetka6@email.si

Politicians & Sheikhs 
Beg for Alms

Jalal al-Shara'abi
Yemen Times

E
ach year at the end or the 
month of Ramadan hun
dreds of beggars gather in 
front of the Prime 
Minister’s Office to 

receive money offered to the poor and 
needy.
The money amounts given to such 
people differ from year to year proba
bly according to the number of beg
gars. This year the current government 
of Bajamal seems to resolve on fight
ing poverty and implementing the gov
ernment's program of eradicating 
poverty.
The scenes of the poor setting beside 
the gate of the Cabinet’s Office from 
the early morning till 3 o'clock p.m. on 
the last day of Ramadan waiting for 
five hundred Riyals is illustrative of 
how the government is strict in imple
menting the austerity program.
A beggar commented, "this is the first 
test for the Premier to prove being 
more generous than his predecessor." 
A source at the Prime Minister Office 
said, "The money allocated as alms 
totals YR 17 million at the rate of 2000 
for each person; however, only five 
hundred Riyals was given."
On the same day, tens of tribal sheikhs 
were gathering in front of the Republic 
Presidency Office waiting for assis
tance, but with great difference. Alms 
here mount to millions and alms-recip

ients are not look
ing for a modest 
life but for build
ing luxurious vil
las.
Begging has turned 
to be a profession 
for so many people 
including politi
cians from both the 
opposition and the 
ruling party in the 
month of
Ramadan. Some of 
them go to Saudi 
Arabia and other 
Gulf states to 
receive their finan
cial entitlements. 
Some other are 
very unhappy with 
the president's 
decision to cancel 
Ramadan's night 
sessions that 
enabled them to 
directly contact 
him and ask for 
large sums of 
money.
Begging of both 
politicians and 
tribal sheikhs is an 
unhealthy situa
tion, and it is mere
ly restricted to 
Yemen. We feel 
sorry for the beg
gars waiting the 
help of the pre
mier's Office.

Higher Education in Yemen
Yaser M. Al-Mayasi
Yemen Times

R
ecent studies on higher 
education point out that 
the number of university 
students in the Arab 
countries will reach 6 

million in the future. They also indi
cate that the Arab countries will need 
250,000 teachers while the number of 
the available teaching staff does not 
exceed 100,000.
Despite the high increase in graduates 
of higher education, these form only 3- 
4 percent of the total manpower. This 
fact led the private sector to contribute 
to the spread of higher education by 
the establishment of more universities 
during the last two decades of the 
twentieth century. However, many 
educationists believe that the increase 
in the quantity of universities has been 
coincided with a deterioration of the 
quality of education.
In our country, the private universities 
started to emerge in the beginning of 
the 1990s. So far eight private univer
sities including 44 different colleges 
have been established.
On May 30, 2000 Yemen organized 
the Non-government Higher Education 
Conference which lasted till June 1 
2000. A good number of Arab and 
Yemeni researchers participated in the 
conference and around 40 scientific 
researches were discussed. 
Discussions centered on the institu
tional structure of the non-government 
higher education, the higher education 
and the development of human 
resources and the future vision of high
er education.
The conference came out with a num
ber of recommendations such as con
solidating the mechanisms of universi
ties with regard to their targets and

functions, providing 
incentives for female 
students in order to join 
the higher education, 
conducting studies and 
researches at the uni
versities, higher studies 
and research centers to 
meet the requirements 
of development, etc.
A number of working 
papers discussed during 
the conference dealt 
with the definition of 
higher education, 
reviewing the history 
and origin of higher 
education using educa
tional systems of differ
ent countries. Dr. Faek
A.A. Radwan of the Near East 
University at the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus made a distinction 
between the higher education and high 
school education, governmental and 
non-governmental higher education 
and the effects of the non-governmen
tal high education in supporting the 
economy of the country.
Professor Dr. M. Shamsher Ali, 
Professor of physics at the Bangladesh 
Open University dealt with Distance 
Education as a parading shift in sci
ence education of developing countries 
in the new millennium.
The working paper “Restructuring the 
Higher Education” presented by Dr. 
Ibrahim Othman Nani and Dr. Khaled 
Omer Basulaiman described the prob
lems facing the higher education 
namely the population growth and the 
industrial growth. The paper gave 
some statistical data showing the need 
of graduates to the industrial and tech
nical fields. Finally, the paper gave 
some proposals concerning the super
vision of the academic work of the pri

vate universities with the aim of 
improving its role in the society so as 
to gain its reputation.
Other working papers focused mainly 
on training of lectures for non-govern
mental higher education and the 
importance of using computer in the 
learning processes in the non-govern- 
mental universities. It is believed that 
to enhance learning among students, 
drill and practice and tutorial programs 
are the remedies.
“Human development indicators for 
the Arab States are somehow alarming. 
The percentage of people below the 
poverty line is around 30 percent. The 
illiterate are around 25 percent and 
around 9 million children at primary 
school age and 15 million at secondary 
schools.
The new global learning infrastructure 
that draws its capabilities from digital 
technology and the Internet could play 
a decisive role in overcoming the 
regional issues with respect to educa
tion. The enabling infrastructure could: 
Extend access to virtually anyone men

and women, old and young part and 
full-time. Provide convenient time to 
support continues education,” stated 
Abdullah Dewachi. regional advisor 
on telecommunications and informa
tion technology at the UN-ESCWA.
In his paper, Prof. A.D Abdullah, dis
cussed the significance of training a 
researcher which lies in promoting the 
Ummah to the peak of its culture and 
civilization. “It is also regarded as a 
strong means in the education system,” 
he said.
The paper elaborated the methods and 
stages of training a researcher with a 
comprehensive and encyclopedic out
look. It also focused on the fact that it 
is not sufficient to select a researcher 
by looking into his academic excellent 
grades for grades do not guarantee his 
being excellent at academic research. 
“The utmost importance should be 
given to his intellectual capabilities 
that whether he possesses an open 
unbiased mind and has a deep thinking 
capability in various issues or not,” he 
said.
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Al-Boraikah: A History of Attractions

A
l-Boraikah or Lesser 
Aden is one of the Aden 
districts. It consists of 
three neighborhoods, al- 
Shaab which includes 

Bir Ahmed, al-Haswa, and al-Mehram, 
al-Boraika which includes al-Khaisa,

al-Ghadeer al-
Faresi and
Salaaddin and the 
third neighbor
hood is Omran. 
According to the 
1998 census, the 
population of this 
16,800-square km 
area reached 
56,072 people. 
Generally speak
ing, the Lesser 
Aden has been 
gifted with unique 
sites. It is natural
ly protected by 
mountains. Throughout history, Lesser 
Aden was a target for many colonizers 
and invaders. The Britishers occupied 
Aden in 1839 after which they expand
ed their control over the neighboring 
areas of Khor Makser in 1849, Lesser

Aden in 1869, Shiekh Othman in 1882 
and Al-Haswa in 1888.
Most of Aden districts, such as Khor 
Makser, Mu’alla, and Lesser Aden are 
coastline regions overlooking the Red 
Sea, Aden Gulf and the Arab Sea.
These regions are coastal plains 
extending from the Omani borders 
towards the Bab al-Mandab Strait.
Aden was declared a free zone during 
the British colonization in 1850 and 
was made a commercial center for all 
British colonies in the region.
The prospering trade exchange 
between the East and the West follow
ing the inauguration of the Suez Canal 
in 1869 had its great influence on the 
rehabilitation of Aden to be an interna
tional commercial route. This inspired 
the colonizers to better exploit the Port 
of Aden as a trade and service center 
providing drinking water, food, fuels, 
etc., for ships.
At the time, the Aden Refinery 
Company was established as a British 
Company. It had a strategic location 
for refining the crude oil and its deriv
atives and a special harbor for export
ing and importing oil directly from and 
to the Lesser Aden. Oil pipes were also 
extended to fuel ships. As the activi
ties of the company prospered, it 
restructured the port taking into con
sideration the establishment of a num
ber of apartments, hotels and a hospi
tal.
During the last two years the al- 
Boraika has witnessed laudable con
struction. Tourist attractions such as, 
parks, corniches, paved roads have 
been paid proper attention by the lead
ership of the governorate, as well as 
the Aden Refinery Company.
In this respect the Lesser Aden will 
remain one of the important promising 
regions in the field of investment. It 
has a fascinating coastline that has not 
been fully utilized and this perhaps can 
be attributed to insufficient propagat
ing means. Different kinds of tourist 
projects can be established here so as 
to develop the tourist industry. 
Recently, the Gulf Countries have 
shown interest in the development of a 
number of sea sports such as yacht rac
ing in al-Ghadeer, Khaisa and Omran. 
These areas have great tourist poten
tials that are awaiting more efforts to 
prosper.

Ridhwan al-Saqqaf
Aden
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Arab FMs Express Support 
for Arafat’s Policies

CAIRO_ Arab foreign ministers here on 
Thursday expressed support for the policies 
announced recently by Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat towards the ongoing 
Palestinian- Israeli conflict.

The ministers voiced the support in a final 
communique, which was issued at the con
clusion of an emergency meeting over the 
current situation in the Middle East, Egypt's 
state-run MENA news agency reported.

The Palestinian National Authority (PNA) 
is making efforts to reach a political solu
tion on the basis of establishing an inde
pendent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as 
its capital, said the communique, adding the 
position is supported by the ministers and 
other representatives of the 22-member 
Arab League (AL).

In a televised address to mark the end of 
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on 
Sunday, Arafat urged all Palestinians to stop 
armed attacks, including suicide bombings, 
against Israeli targets and called for restart
ing peace negotiations between the two 
sides.

In the communique, the Arab ministers 
also condemned the Israeli government for 
having tried to sideline the PNA led by 
Arafat and blamed Israel for the incessant 
violence in the occupied Palestinian territo
ries.

"The aggressive policies by Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon's government are

kind of exercise of the state terrorism 
against the Palestinian people," the commu
nique said, stressing that the Israeli prac
tices make its government "unqualified" as 
a partner to reach a fair and balanced peace.

The ministers also called on the U.S. to 
take "immediate" measures to activate the 
framework proposed by U.S. Secretary of 
State Colin Powell in a latest address on the 
Middle East.

"Washington should reconsider its biased 
policy in favor of Israel's extremists," the 
ministers said in the document.

In a speech at the University of Louisville 
in Kentucky last month, Powell made pub
lic the long-awaited new U.S. Mideast poli
cy on the basis of U.S. President George W. 
Bush's endorsement of the establishment of 
an independent Palestinian state.

Powell called on Israel to "end occupation 
according to the United Nations resolutions 
and accept a Palestinian state," while urging 
Arafat to make an all-out effort to halt 
attacks on the Israelis.

Xinhua

Arab Foreign Ministers meet at the headquarters of the 22-nation Arab League 
in Cairo December 20, 2001, expressing fully support for the Palestinian Authority 
leader Yasser Arafat during the discussion on Israeli-Palestinian situation. 
Xinhua photo by Wang Jianhua(lhn)

Hamas Declares to Stop Suicide Bombings in Israel
GAZA_ The Palestinian Islamic 
Resistance Movement (Hamas) is to halt 
all suicide bombings in Israel and mortar 
attacks, a statement from the organization 
said Friday. "We announce the stopping 
of all martyr operations in the Palestinian 
territories occupied since 1948 (Israel) and 
an end to all mortar shelling," the state
ment obtained by Xinhua said. "All 
members of Hamas, especially the al- 
Qassam wing, are asked to implement this

decision now," it said, addressing its mili
tary wing, the Ezzedine al-Qassam 
Brigades.

Ismaeel Abu Shanab, Hamas leader in 
Gaza, told Xinhua that the announcement 
is an initiative made by Hamas to halt 
armed attacks against Israel "to protect the 
general interests of the Palestinian people." 
"Hamas made this initiative in considera
tion of the current circumstances and the

pressure put on the Palestinian people, 
Hamasand the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA)," said Abu Shanab.

The statement called upon all Hamas mili
tants and members to respect this decision 
and halt attacks on Israel including firing 
mortar shells at Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza "until a further 
notice."

Xinhua

Putin Meets Heads of Russian Muslim Religious Boards
Russian President Vladimir Putin had on 
December 17 welcomed in the Kremlin 
Heads of Russian Muslim Religious 
Boards on the occasion of Eid al-Fitr- 
Uraza Bairam.

In his welcoming address president Putin

said "Our meeting is being held in the days 
of one of the most honoured Muslim holi
days.
I want to cordially greet you and all 
Russian Muslims on this holiday." 
President Putin had also hoped that" you 
this time too will manage to find a com-

mon language not only with the Russian 
Muslims, but also once again to demon
strate the unity of multinational Russia and 
to make your weighty contribution to 
strengthening our state as both multina
tional and multiconfessional.

Xinhua

Boeing Hands out 1,737 More Layoff Notices
LOS ANGELES_ U.S. aerospace giant 
Boeing Company handed out 1,737 
more layoff notices on Friday as part of 
its broad plan to cut 30 percent of its 
commercial airplanes workforce due to 
weakened aircraft demand.
Among the layoffs on 60-day notice, 
1,287 employees are working in the 
Seattle area and another 450 outside 
Seattle, Boeing said in a statement.
Boeing's Commercial Airplanes unit 
remains in Seattle, Washington, 
although the company headquarters 
were moved to Chicago in September 
2001.
This is the third round of layoffs 
announced by Boeing's Commercial 
Airplanes unit, which planned to cut 
30,000 jobs by the middle of next year. 
So far a total of 16,637 layoff notices 
have been handed out since the 
September 11 terrorist attacks in New 
York and Washington.

The company expected a sharp decline 
in aircraft demand due to the heavy 
blow to the airlines industry from the 
terrorist attacks.
The next round of layoffs are expected 
to be announced in January, the compa
ny said.
Boeing's Machinists union, which repre
sents Boeing production workers, filed 
two grievances saying that some work
ers should have retained their jobs if 
work that should have remained in
house was not given to contractors.
The union argued that its contract bars 
layoffs of union members whose work 
is shifted to outside contractors.
It has asked Boeing to reduce the num
ber of layoffs by bringing back in-house 
work that has been given out to contrac
tors.
Boeing Commercial Airplanes unit 
chief Alan Mulally cautioned last week 
that, as many suppliers were forced to

close their doors due to Boeing actions, 
Boeing would not be able to get enough 
components once the business 
improves.

Xinhua

Eight Arabs Arrested in Somalia
NAIROBI_ Eight Arabs were arrest
ed in Somalia on Thursday, an offi
cial of the Somali transitional gov
ernment (TNG) said here on Friday. 
He said that the eight including 
Iraqis and Yemenis have been in 
Somalia without any valid docu
ments or visas.
However, he refused to say whether 
these people have any connections 
with international terrorism.
"We do not know who they are and 
what they are doing in Somalia, so 
we arrest them for questioning," he 
said, adding that his government is 
searching other foreigners who are 
illegally staying in Somalia.
US officials have repeatedly 
expressed fears over the presence in 
Somalia of groups or individuals 
linked with international terrorism, 
especially Osama bin Laden's al-

Qaeda network. The TNG has just 
as frequently expressed its determi
nation to join in the international 
campaign against terrorism.
On Thursday, the Pentagon denied 
reports that Somalia was its next tar
get in this campaign.
Somali TNG Prime Minister Hassan 
Abshir Farah is in Nairobi to attend 
the on-going reconciliation talks 
with armed groups opposed to the 
TNG. Somalia dissolved into 
chaos after the 1991 ousting of 
strongman Mohammed Siad Barre. 
The transitional national govern
ment was set up last year, but has so 
far convinced many of Somalia's 
warlords to accept its rule.
The TNG controls only parts of the 
capital and pockets of the rest of the 
country.

Xinhua

Karzai Inaugurated as Chairmen 
of New Afghan Government

KABUL_ Hamid Karzai, appointed 
leader of the new Afghan authorities 
in the Bonn meeting, was inaugurat
ed Saturday as chairman of the six
month long interim government. A 
power transfer ceremony began 
Saturday morning in the Afghan cap
ital Kabul. According to Bonn 
agreement. Northern Alliance chief 
Burhanuddin Rabbani will hand over 
the power to Hmid Karazai who will 
lead the interim government in the 
next six months. Present in the cere
mony were Chinese diplomats led by

senior offi
cial Zhang 
Min, U.S. 
ambassador 
James F. 
Dobbins, 
Pakistani 
foreign min
ister Abdul 
Sattar, 
Indian foreign minister Jaswant 
Singh and a Russian diplomatic mis
sion led by Edward Shevchenko. 
Xinhua

Argentine Interim President to 
Reinstate State of Siege

BUENOS AIRES_ Argentina's 
Interim President Ramon Puerta 
announced on Friday that he would 
partially reinstate the state of martial 
law and considered as inexplicable 
its suspension by the outgoing 
President De la Rua.
Speaking to a news conference, 
Puerta assured he would resume the 
state of siege in "those provinces 
where it is necessary" and will give 
"security to provinces and distribute
food." Outgoing 
Argentine President 
Fernando de la Rua 
on Friday lifted the 
martial law he 
imposed two days 
ago amid wide
spread street 
demonstrations and 
looting across the 
country, which have 
left at least 26 dead 
and more than 400

others injured so 
far.
De la Rua ten
dered his resig
nation on 
Thursday and 
Congress 
approved his 
resignation and 
named an inter
im successor.
Xinhua

Argentine President Fernando de 
la Rua De la Rua submitted his 
resignation to the Congress in the 
evening of December 20, 2001

Angry workers swarm to the government residency in Buenos Aires, capital of 
Argentina December 21, 2001. Fierce clashes erupted between club-shielde 
police and anti-government protesters with many injured, according to sources.
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'Smart tags' - great software or what?
Richard Morris

I
magine that you are a genius. Your talents lie 
in programming Windows software, and 
your latest wheeze is a little program that has 
the ability to change the content of web 
pages. In particular, it can identify key words 

or phrases in a web document and insert hyperlinks 
in the page. These links will take the user to web 
pages and sites of your choosing.
Imagine too that your invention is able to self-prop- 
agate and rapidly install itself on machines running 
Windows throughout the world.
Now let us suppose you arrange for this program to 
systematically convert text on Microsoft's web site 
referring to their Internet Explorer browser with 
hyperlinks to a rival browser, say Netscape or Opera. 
The question now is: What could you expect for your 
efforts? Perhaps a special mention at the next 
'Webby' awards and a pat on the back from Bill 
Gates? Or is it more likely your door will be broken 
down one morning and you will be marched off by 
the FBI to face charges of cyber terrorism?
Far from being fanciful, this scenario could be com
ing soon to a web site near you. However the differ
ence is that in the real case the roles are reversed. It 
is Microsoft that has the technology, and it is your 
web pages they are planning to deface. And whilst 
Microsoft is already involved in a run in with the law 
over its sharp practice in winning the so-called 
browser wars, they clearly do not fear the same 
result as if you or I were the perpetrator. Perhaps for 
Microsoft the grammar goes 'I am a pioneer of the 
Internet empowering business and the masses with 
great products; you are a cyber terrorist and must be 
stopped'.
In the case we are considering here, Microsoft's con
troversial technology is called 'Smart Tags'. It works 
just like the example given above - i.e. under the 
control of Microsoft links can be inserted into web 
pages where the author never intended links to be in 
the first place. As well as being an offence against 
editorial freedom, this means that a site that has 
worked hard to generate traffic will effectively have 
this traffic stolen from under its nose. Or to put it 
another way, it means that Microsoft will be able to 
start taking over control of the flow of information 
across the Internet.
As against the example we started with, Microsoft 
requires no technical genius to spread the technolo
gy of Smart Tags. With their position in the desktop 
market, all Microsoft need do is bundle it in with 
their browser and Windows software, and that is 
exactly what they planned to do up until only recent

ly. As it happened word got out and Microsoft has 
retreated somewhat in the face of a rising chorus of 
protest.
Smart Tags were originally a part of the Internet 
Explorer 6 browser due to be bundled in with the lat
est incarnation of Windows - Windows XP sched
uled for release in October. However, back in June 
Microsoft spokesman Jim Cullinan announced that 
the technology would 'not be ready in time for the 
launch', although he indicated it could appear in later 
versions. Perhaps with one eye on the ongoing 
antitrust case Cullinan also hinted at second thoughts 
within Microsoft. "We have gotten feedback in the 
beta process and there are some legitimate concerns 
that we need to address before this technology is 
ready to deliver on our vision of the Web for con
sumers," Cullinan told Reuters.
Nevertheless, that has not stopped the company from 
launching Smart Tags as a part of Office XP, the 
suite of desktop office applications with which 
Microsoft dominates the small business and con
sumer desktop market.
It has to be said that there are real benefits to be had 
from a technology such as Smart Tags for the Office 
applications user. For example, unlike plain old 
hyperlinks, Smart Tags can link data in disparate 
applications and increase automation. As an example 
you could add a tag to the phrase 'monthly turnover' 
in a Word document that when invoked would 
retrieve this data from your company's database. 
Apologists for the technology point out that Office 
XP is shipping with Smart Tags disabled by default 
and they also make the point that it is open to com
panies other than Microsoft to supply Smart Tags.
It is as yet too early to say where Microsoft is going 
with this technology. Are the protests within the 
Internet community just a sign of paranoia, when in 
fact the company is simply a victim of its own suc
cess - a benign giant whose geek-like enthusiasm for 
all things computing occasionally gets it into trou
ble? The alternative view is that at the highest level 
of the company the strategy is quite clear: they will 
not be happy unless they have a monopoly on the 
computer world's operating system. This they 
achieved with Windows, but times have moved on. 
If it is becoming true now that 'the Internet is the 
computer' and as a result the desktop PC has had its 
day, then Microsoft's actions in the recent browser 
wars should give us an idea of what to expect. On 
this view the Smart Tags controversy is just an early 
opening skirmish in the context of a much wider bat
tle.
limited by the imagination of the programmers and 
the public's reaction.

Digital cameras are not so dotty
Dave Morris

W
ith the UK high street 
retailer Dixons 
announcing that the sale 
of digital cameras had 
outstripped the sales of 

conventional film based cameras this sum
mer, it seems that the digital camera has 
come of age.

Like personal computers that gets faster each 
year for less money, so too digital cameras 
are getting higher resolution chips for the 
same or less money than previous years. Not 
surprisingly as the cost of ownership comes 
down the volume goes up, and what was once 
a specialist or enthusiast market only, is now 
open to the mainstream audience.

Sales of Digital camera in the USA will 
exceed 8.5million units this year representing 
10% growth in volume, but more in value, as 
the market for lower cost cameras shrink.

It seems that the consumer as well as the mar
kets are maturing. Last years' influx of lower 
quality cameras at sub $100 prices left con
sumers with a poor impression of digital pho
tography as a replacement for the traditional 
family camera. The manufacturers have 
responded this year with a bumper crop of 
high quality, sophisticated, cameras and 
peripherals, that brings the medium in line, at 
least, with the family snap-shooters' expecta
tions.

The elements, which make up the features of 
a digital camera, can be divided roughly, into 
five basic parts, CCD chip, control electron
ics, memory, lens and battery.

Generally speaking the CCD (charge-coupled 
device) is the heart of the camera. The CCD 
is the equivalent of a film in a conventional 
camera, and is described by the number of 
Pixels (or dots) that it is made up from. The 
larger the number of pixels the better the res
olution of the camera and often as not, the 
more it costs! Also it tends to be the case that 
with larger CCD's there is more control cir
cuitry and definitely there is more informa

tion to store, so the requirement for battery 
power and memory goes up.
As the quality of all these has improved so 
the need to resolve the image in the first place 
has been called into issue and the latest cam
eras are now sporting names famous in the 
optical world. Sony for instance, famous for 
their electronics, now use Carl Zeiss optics to 
support their premium cameras, whereas 
Leitz, already a by-word for quality optical 
engineering, have partnered with Pioneer this 
year to produce a new range of digital cam
eras for 2002.

The critical issue of quality was breached last 
year with the introduction of the 2mp chip 
camera at a reasonable price.

Two mega-pixels (2mp or two million dots,) 
seems to be the point at which, at snapshot 
size printing, at least, the digital camera can 
hold it own with conventional film quality. 
The reason is wrapped up in the confusing 
notion of resolution. A 2mp camera typically 
at full resolution will produce a picture of 
1600 x 1200 pixels.
This equates with a full size screen picture on 
a high-resolution computer monitor (i.e. larg
er than most) once downloaded to a comput
er. When this is printed, the size of the image 
depends on the resolution set on the printer 
software.... (This is not the same as the print 
quality achievable by the printer)... I did say 
this was confusing!
To give you a clue a typical value for good 
quality magazine print, or for dedicated digi
tal photographic printers, is 300dpi (dots per 
inch) so in our example, at 2mp our print will 
come out at about 5 1/2 inches by 4 inch
es...or about the size of a commercially 
printed photograph.(Note: This is the size of 
the picture in pixels divided by the resolution 
in dpi.)

At the moment conventional film based pho
tographers have much to be smug about. For 
about half the cost of a digital camera they 
can already produce large, magazine resolu
tion pictures, without grains or dots. 
However with technology moving apace and 
with cost dropping the future of digital pho
tography looks crystal clear
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PAELLA
Serves - 6 TO 8

Ingredients
Clams - 12 Nos.
Fish - 200 Gms.
Prawns - 200 Gms.
Sausages - 100 Gms.
Chicken - 1 kg.
Onion - 1 No.
Garlic - 3-4 cloves
Red Pepper - 1 No.
Green pepper - 1 No.
Long grain rice - 500 Gms.
Saffron - 1 gm.
Salt & pepper - to taste
Chicken stock - 1 liter.
Fresh green peas - 100 Gms.
Canned tomatoes - 1 tin
Oil - 80 ml.

Method
1. Clean clams, shell and devein prawns, cut 

chicken into 12 pieces.
2. Cut sausages into dices and keep aside.
3. Heat oil, add chopped garlic, onion and 

cook briskly.
4. Add sausages and chicken and fry till 

slightly brown.
5. Now add seasoning peppers and rice, fry 

for a few minutes.
6. Add tomatoes and hot stock bring to a 

boil and then simmer till rice 3/4th done.
7. Now add saffron, prawn's clams and 

green peas, cover and cook in oven for 10 
minutes or until the rice is tender and the 
clams are open. Serve hot.
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