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Fears from government insistence
on passing journalism law

By MOHAMMED BINSALAM
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

A number of members of Yemeni parlia-
ment denied on Tuesday that the parliament
had received a written message from the
Council of Ministers pertaining withdrawal
of the Journalists Syndicate draft law the
government claimed to have earlier this
month sent to the parliament for approval.

Chairman of YJS Mahboub Ali had
announced last week that the government
requested not to discuss the draft law at the
parliament.

Parliamentarians have recently affirmed in
press statements that the parliament has post-
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poned discussion of the draft law for a while
but would be put to discussion later for
approving it. They urged the journalists to
serious and quick action using all media
instruments to impede its discussion and
withdraw it from parliament as soon as pos-
sible.

The Yemeni journalists had on 10
December gathered at the Syndicate head-
quarters openly expressing their rejection of
the ill-intentioned law of the syndicate and
also announced their determination to contin-
ue restraining their profession and hampering
voluntary affiliation of trade unionist work.
They had demonstrated their-resolution to
follow up the process of withdrawing and

abrogating the law through carrying out cer-
tain activities such as:

-formation of a * Committee of abolishing
the Syndicate law™ whose task is to follow up
the chairman and the syndicate council and
sending messages to the parliament demand-
ing and insisting on refusing the draft law,

-organizing a peaceful demonstration
marching to the parliament building and
handing over a letter containing rejection of
the law altogether,

-maintaining contacts with relevant
regional and international organizations, urg-
ing them on solidarity with Yemeni journal-
ists.

Continued on page 2

The Yemeni journalists had on 10 December gathered at the Syndicate headquarters openly expressing their rejection of the III-I

tioned law of the syndicate

Al-Ahdal confesses funding role
of Cole and Limburg explosions

By HASSAN AL-ZAIDI

Sources close to bodies conducting
investigations with Hamdi Mohammed
Hamdon al-Ahadal known as “Abu Assim”
who was captured in late November have
said he had made confessions regarding the
terrorist attacks on the USS Cole and the
French super oil tanker Limburg, confirm-
ing his being in charge of technical and

financial preparations of the two explo-
sions.

The sources further said that Al-Ahdal
had received money remittances from
Yemenis and non-Yemeni persons inside
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and that he
had supervised spending the sums of
money in those and other operations.

Saudi parties have taken part in the
investigations with al-Ahdal with the aim

of getting more information on persons
who were buying weapons that had been
transported from Yemen to the Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia through terrorists.

Al-Ahdal had also confessed of techni-

cally and (inancially supervision over other
smaller operations and that he had received
money transfers in small installments in
order to avoid suspicion about recipients
and those recemng the money.

Second Guantanamo detainee gets

WASHINGTON, Dec 18 (Reuters) - A
Yemeni man being held at a U.S. military
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prison in Cuba for al Qaeda and Taliban sus-
pects has been provided with a military
lawyer, the second of hundreds of detainees

11, 2002. REUTERS

A Yemeni man being held at a U.S. military prison in Cuba
for al Qaeda and Taliban suspects has been provided
with a military lawyer, the second of hundreds of
detainees at the base to receive defense counsel, the
Pentagon said on December 18. Salim Ahmen Hamdan is
expected to meet with the lawyer, Navy Lt. Cmdr. Charles
Swift at the U.S. naval base in Guantanamo Bay “in the
near future,” the Defense Department said in a state-
ment. A file photo shows detainees sitting in a holding
area watched by military police at Camp X-Ray inside
Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, during their pro-
cessing into the temporary detention facility on January

law er-Pentagon

at the base to receive defense counsel, the
Pentagon said on Thursday.

Salim Ahmen Hamdan is expected to meet

with his new lawyer,Navy Lt.
® Cmdr. Charles Swift, “in the
near future.,” the Defense
Department said in a state-
ment.

None of the more than
600 prisoners held at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
has been charged with any
crimes.

Most of those at the base
were arrested during the
U.S.-led war that toppled
the Taliban in Afghanistan
and many have been held J
' for two years without
~ charges, drawing sharp
. criticism from civil rights
groups.

Pentagon officials |
declined to say when or
where Hamdan was arrest-
ed.

Hamdan is one of six
detainees at Guantanamo
who has been designated
by President George W.
Bush to be eligible for pos-
sible trial before a military

declared war on terror.

One of the other six, an
Australian, was earlier
granted access to a lawyer
by the Pentagon.

commission in the U.S.-
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The OMEGA Constellatlon
Ladies Small and Mini

The constellation Ladies Small and Mini models continue the theme adopted for the
Constellation 50th anniversary models produced in 2002 and essentially share their
features: available with cases and bracelets in stain-finished 18-carat red gold, broshed

steel and red gold or all-steel with a polished bezel in red or with gold set with 38 diamonds
on the Ladies Small (0.24 ct) and 30 on the Ladies Mini (0.33 ct). Both sizes are fitted with
the proven OMEGA calibre 1456 quartz movement, which has a battery lifetime off 32
months. All models are water resistant to a depth of 30 meters.
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Swiss Watches Union Agency
Abdul Hakim Abdul Rahman Al-Manmrari
Sana's - Tel:(01)272827, Sana’a STC- Tel:(01)448495
Taiz- Tel:(04)252323, Aden- Tel:(02)256688

All services, spare parts and maintenance available at: |
Suzuki Yemen (Member of Bamarnuf Group) hgealidegens pae - d’“""usl.”—“ i

Head Quarter: Al-Mimlah Road, Sheikh Othman Aden; Tel: 346000, Fax: 340049
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Government backs down from
implementing sale tax law

MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TiMES

The Yemeni government has lately
approved postponement of implement-
ing the controversial sale tax law that
angered businessmen and those work-
ing in trade as well as opposition cir-
cles because of its violation of terms of
taxes imposed on consumers and pro-
duction, let alone the high duties con-

tained in the new law concerning sales.

The government has returned the
law to the parliament that has agreed to
change one of its articles that allows
implementing the law at the beginning
of the new year, indicating that would
give more opportunity for more discus-
sion and studying the previous experi-
ments that had been carried out with
regard to sales process.

The government said the purpose of

levying taxes on sales was to protect
the consumer while the opposition
considered it as doubling the volume of
taxes on tradesmen and prices in gen-
eral particularly on consumer goods,
demanding the stop in implementing
the law.

The draft law imposes progressive
taxation on sales increasing by variant
rates on taxes already stipulated in the
law of income taxes.

Scientific international symposium
on Socotra archipelago concluded

By ISMAEL AL-GHABIRI
YEMEN TIMES

A three-day scientific international
symposium on the Socotra archipela-
go and other Yemeni islands was
concluded in Aden last week. More
than 151 researchers from Yemeni
unmiversities and Yemeni, Arab and

foreign research centers had taken
part in it.

The symposium had discussed
more than 100 researches and scien-
tific studies presented on three prem-
ises. The symposium came out with a
number of recommendations con-
firming the necessity of preserving
the biodiversity and natural environ-

ment in the island of Socotra and the
establishment of a Natural Museum
there. The recommendations also
stressed on the necessity of develop-
ing the health, educational and com-
munication situation inn then island
in addition to encouraging tradition-
al professions and ecotourism in the
island.

Human Rights Conference in Muscat

Minister of Human Rights, Ms
Amatalaleem Assooswah, represented
Yemen in the 3-day Human Rights
Conference convened in Muscat on
Sunday, 14/12/2003. The Conference
was inaugurated by the Omani
Minister Ms Ayishah Bint Khalfan
Al-Siyabiyyah, Director of
Handicraft Industries Corporation.
Ms Assooswah delivered a speech in
which she emphasized support of the
Yemeni Government represented by
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, for
human rights and women in Yemen.
The Yemeni Constitution guaranteed
women a wide variety of rights which
realized important improvements in
equality process between genders.
The Minister said that the Yemeni
Constitution opened the way for
women to high ranking positions in
the central as well as local govern-
ments where she holds posts of minis-

ter, deputy minister, Member of
Parliament, diplomat, attorney, aca-
demician, physician, engineer, etc.
Yemeni women are also active in
leaderships of political parties and
civil society organizations, so they
could keep abreast of the fast eco-
nomic, social, and cultural changes,
the Minister explained. The Minister
gave examples of policies the
Government adopted to support
human rights in general, and women
in particular where it aimed at the
process of equality between men and
women based on Islamic Shari'a
(Law), National Laws,
Human Rights Declaration, and
Treaties of Eradicating
Discrimination Against Women rati-
fied by Yemen in 1984. In addition,
the Government established strate-
gies, which enhance the role the
woman as an active and vital social

International

‘Omani women.

force creating new work opportuni-
ties in some ministries, and improv-
ing current ones, the Minister said.
She emphasized the importance of
cooperation between Yemeni and
Ms Assooswah was
received by the Omani Minister for
Social Development where bilateral
relations were reviewed especially in
the field of human rights. The Omani
Minister was impressed by the
Yemeni experience in this field, and
successes Yemeni women realized.
They exchanged wishes for continued
successes in both countries. Dr.
Swaibiyyah Bint Ahmad Al-Barwani,
Omani Deputy Minister of Social
Development attended the meeting.
35 Governmental and non-govern-
mental organizations attended the
Conference including Members of
Parliament, and various Deputy
Ministers.

Shores cleaning
campaign in Aden

REPORTED BY NABIL GHALIB
YT ADEN BUREAU

As part of increasing attention the
leadership of the governorate of Aden is
paying to issues of development and
various sorts of services throughout all
districts of the districts of the gover-
norate, a large-scale cleaning campaigns
of the shores of Aden is kicked off this
week aimed mainly at improving servic-
es there.

The governor of Aden Dr. Yahya
Mohammed al-Shuaibi said the cam-
paign includes the shores of the gover-
norate to protect its environment in all
aspects such as removing remains of
building from them and other kinds of
waste.

In a statement to local media the gov-
ernor added that there are building
works now under construction and these
are aimed at building a number of cor-
niches that would help organize vehicles
entering the beaches and making them
good for entertainment for families and

as a measure to prevent pollution caused
by gases emitted from cars exhausts. Mr
al-Shuaibi made it clear that the gover-
norate administration has many plans
and programs especially pertaining to
cleanliness of environment with the aim
of giving the city of Aden what it
deserves of attention in this regard.

On the parties taking part in this cam-
paign the governor indicated that among
those parties are the fund on improving
environment and the city cleanliness,
the state establishment of roads and
bridges, and a number of concerned
authorities and institutions.

The governor has called on this occa-
sion on all political, cultural and sport
organisations and all civil society activ-
ities to effectively take part in this cam-
paign to achieve the aim of its carrying
it out, appealing to the citizens to play
the major role in protection of the shores
environment and also all inhabitants of
the city for positive interaction regard-
ing the cleanliness of their city and its
status.

Activities of Yemeni Cultural
week in Morocco inaugurated

Activities of the Yemeni cultural
week held in the Moroccan capital
Rabat were inaugurated Wednesday
evening. The Yemeni cultural week is
organized by the ministry of Culture
and Tourism as part of the program of
Rabat, capital of Arab Culture for
2003.

It is worth mentioning that the
Yemeni minister of culture and tourism
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Readers’
Voice

Yemen Times is reintroducing
a popular feature “Readers’
Voice” - formerly known as YT
Opinion Poll.

This is your opportunity to
have a say on worid and local
affairs.

This edition’s question:

Do you think Libya’s latest
decision of scrapping weapons
of mass destruction a wise deci-
sion and should other Arab
countries follow suit, while
Israel possesses the largest
weapons arsenal in the region?

| agree with it
| don’t think it is wise decision
| don’ care

last edition’s

question:

What do you think of Saddam

Hussein from the scene of his

arrest?

= A coward, | never thought he would
surrender as such. 35%

* A person who was exposed to
anesthetic gas disabling him from

movement. 24%
* | just cannot understand this guy!
17%

* An old, vulnerable and weak person
who doesn't have enough strength
to resist. 15%

* A shocked & almost insane person
who cannot defend himself. 9%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll
and have your voice heard!
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Important warning

Yemen Times received complaints from a number of readers saying that they have not been able
to receive newspaper copies during the eid period and during other times. They said that they
were upset because they subscribed to Yemen Times through newsstands and bookstores, who
told them that they would provide them the papers on time but failed to fulfill their
commitment.

We would like to warn all readers that there is only one way to subscribe to Yemen Times, and
that is through direct subscription with the subscription department of the newspaper. All
subscriptions through newsstands and bookstores are illegal and can never guarantee that
subscribers receive copies on time because such so-called subscriptions are considered invalid
by Yemen Times.

Hence, for readers who want to receive Yemen Times regularly and have it delivered at their
doorstep must contact Mr. Nassri Al-Saqqaf, Subsrcription Manager of Yemen Times directly
on: Tel: 268661 — ext. 204 or Mobile: 71708014

Readers must be alert and avoid subscribing through bookstores or newsstands, because such
subscription is unlawful.

Thanking you for your trust and confidence in the first and
most widely-read English language newspaper in Yemen
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The CATALYST Consortium
Announcement of Vacancies

The CATALYST Consortium seeks the services of three professional Yemeni staff to help implement a
reproductive and maternal-child health program in selected governorates of Yemen, as described below.
CATALYST is funded by USAID to undertake a variety of training programs, rehabilitation of health posts and
district health clinics, provision of medical equipment and supplies and management systems development in
support of providing improved quality primary health care services in underserved regions of Yemen. All
positions require Yemeni citizenship and will report to the CATALYST Chief of Party.

The positions being solicited are as follows:

#1001 Deputy Chief of Party: The Deputy Country Representative will report to the Country Representative of the
CATALYST Consortium in Sana’a. S/he will be responsible for planning, budgeting, coordination with the ROY
Ministry of Health and Population (MOHP), other donors, NGO’s and non-health projects

Qualifications: The successful candidate should have at least a Master’s degree in Public Health or related field and
demonstrable success in designing and managing training programs in reproductive and/or maternal-child health
services. The candidate must demonstrate fluency in Arabic and English, with a working knowledge of Government of
the republic of Yemen RH/MCH programs.

#1002 Training Coordinator: The Training Coordinator will report to the Country Representative of the CATALYST
Consortium in Sana’a. S/he will be responsible for all in-country training activities, including planning, budgeting,
coordination with the ROY Ministry of Health and Population (MOHP), other donors, NGO’s and non-health projects.
Activities will comprise I-service training for doctors, nurses, community midwives, community health workers,
community leaders and private sector entities.

Qualifications: The successful candidate must be a Yemeni citizen and should have at least a Master’s degree in Public
Health or related field and demonstrable success in designing and managing training programs in reproductive and/or
maternal-child health services. The candidate must demonstrate fluency in Arabic and English, with a working
knowledge of government of the Republic of Yemen RH/MCH programs.

#1003 Accountant: The Project Accountant will report to the Country Representative of the CATALYST Consortium in
Sana’a. S/he will be responsible for keeping the project books, including budgeting, financial reports and requisite
reporting to USAID and the government. The Catalyst Consortium comprises five partners, all of which are worldwide
health projects, and which will require different accounting procedures and reporting according to their specific needs.
Qualifications: The successful candidate must be a Yemeni citizen and should hold an accounting or associated degree
from a national university and have demonstrable experience in double-entry bookkeeping with a national or
international organization. The candidate must demonstrate fluency in Arabic and English, with a working knowledge
of Government of the Republic of Yemen financial and accounting standards.

Applications: Applications should be mailed to:

The Catalyst Consortium

P. O. Box 22344

Central Post Office, Sawan Street.
Sana’a

Applications should include a cover letter explaining why the applicants feels uniquely qualified for the position, and
three references with contact information, Outer envelopes should cite the position number and title of the position.
Applications received after January 6, 2004 at 4:00 p.m. will not be considered.

The CATALYST Consortium has a strict policy of a full and open competition for recruiting staff and will only consider
applications received through the mail. Candidates who are finalists for specific positions will be contacted for interview.
Any communications concerning the above applications received outside the mailing system will be considered
negatively.
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Girls’ education in Yemen

A steady deterioration

By MOHAMMAD BIN SALLAM
YEMEN TIvES

The Deputy Minister of Education,
Dr. Abdulaziz Bin Habtour, declared in a
press conference on Sunday, 14/12/2003
that the girlsi attendance in schools dete-
riorated lately to all-time low. Statistics
show the male attendance in metropoli-
tan areas is at 55.3%, while female
attendance is at 44.7. In rural areas,
however, male attendance is at 70.7%,
and female attendance is at 29.3%.

Dr. Habtour considered the decline as
a result of financial difficulties which
most Yemenis experience. especially in
rural areas where girls leave schools

after they reach fourth or fifth grades.
He blamed the low family incomes, and
lack of appropriate school supplies and
equipment. Some families send their
daughters to work in fields and spend
the little funds they have on educating
their sons. Dr. Habtour said that some of
the problems are teachers who are
under- qualified, decentralization, and
funds for education. On the other hand,
Mr. Ramish  Serena, UNICEF
Representative in Yemen, said that the
U. N. celebrates the completion of its
yearly report on children, and every year
it chooses a different topic relating to
children. This year, it has chosen girlsi
education as the topic for its report. The

UNICEF representative added: éWe still
have issues relating to the continuing
discrimination against female enroll-
ments in schools. He called on Yemen
to re-evaluate and enhance policies gov-
erning the distribution of education
resources. Mr. Serena, also, called on
development organizations, Local
Councils, families, and society in gener-
al to tackle the challenge of girlsi educa-
tion. He identified a number of quality
points which would help resolve the
issue of girlsi education which encour-
age the inclusion of girlsi education in
the National Development Strategy,
waiving school fees, merging basic edu-
cation with National Strategy for the

Eradication of Poverty, and increasing
international assistance for education.
Girls in Sanaia encountered serious
challenges during the current school
year where hundreds of girls were
forced out of their schools under the pre-
tence of allocating special schools for
girls. An example of this is what hap-
pened at Jooriah bin Al-Hareth
Secondary School for Girls, which
forced 750 girls out of the school. Most
of those girls were not allowed to con-
tinue despite parentsi appeals to the
Mayor of Sanaia who is alleged to have
been behind this move. The Minister of
Education did not do anything to reverse
this move either.

German Bundestag delegation

A German Bundestag (parliament)
delegation visited Thursday the city of
Taiz and toured its historical sites. The
delegation was led by chairman of
budget committee at the Bundestag
and its visit was part of a visit to the
republic of Yemen.

During its stay in Taiz the visiting
delegation met governor Qadhi Ahmed
Abdulla al-Hajari. discussing possibil-
ity of contributing to funding the proj-
ect of protecting the city of Taiz
against torrents afflictions. The delega-
tion had also wvisited the Military
Hospital in the city where it opened
some departments in the hospital, espe-

] cially the X-ray section
that had been repaired
and furnished with
equipment under
German funding. The
delegation had also
seen the medical serv-
ices the hospital is
offering to patients.
The German visiting
delegation made a tour
of Taiz historical land-
marks in Jabal Sabr
and Qahira Fortress,
expressing admiration
of the city’s historical

Workshop on gender and its
understanding to the academic student

MOHAMMED SAEED A1-MEKHLAFIA
YEMEN TIMES STAF!

Aden Dec.15 chaired by governor of
Aden Dr. Yahya Al-Shuaibi, inaugurat-
ed workshop on gender and its under-
standing to the academic student,
organized by the national committee
for woman — Aden, in coordination
with students council in Aden faculty
of education. The workshop. lasted
until 16 of this month, discussed a
number of topics included the insertion

of the social kinds of discriminations
against woman. Besides, A workshop
paper discussed on social kind from
Islamic and educational point, general
discussions discussed throughout by
the participants and the audience. In a
statement to Yemen Times, Dr. Al-
Shuaibi pointed out the role played by
woman’s national committee and its
directing inclination towards Aden fac-
ulty of education. Being the only
resource though which students would
spread out guidance amongst students

at schools, where he concluded his a
statement, saying “We are struggling in
coordination with foreign organiza-
tions as well as cooperation with real
understandings to give a woman her
rights. Qubla Mohammad Saeed,
organizer of woman’s national com-
mittee Horiah Mashhor representative
of WNC, Dr. Nasser Ali Nasser Deputy
of Aden university rector and number
of students of both sex from different
universities Aden, Taiz and Ibb attend-
ed the workshop.

visits Taiz
sites. On his part the governor of Taiz
evaluated and expressed appreciation
for the support offered to Yemen by the
German government in various devel-
opment and health areas as indication
of the depth of relations and coopera-
tion of the two friendly countries.
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By: RipwAN AL-SAKKAF
YEMEN TIMES- ADEN BUREAU

rganized by the Central
Bank of Yemen and the
. National Bank of Yemen
'~ and in cooperation with
weeet®  the Institute for Banking
Studies, a 4-day (13-16 Dec.) work-
shop has been held in Aden on money
laundering eradication in Yemen.
Coming from all around the republic,
150 of interested staff and managers
from various banks, insurance compa-
nies, tax and customs, the general body
for Aden Free Zone, criminal investiga-
tions management and the general
attorney participated in the workshop.
In the workshop, 12 working papers
were presented and discussed on the
role of monetary sector in Yemen in
fighting money laundering and the
ways and means to discover such ille-
gal acts, as well as how to set up the
necessarily precautionary measures to
control and stop it. Dimensions of
money laundering and its effects on
economy, politics, and financial and
legal issues nationally and regionally
were also discussed in the workshop.
In the conclusion of the workshop
Dr. Yahya al-Shuaibi governor of Aden
said: “1 hope that the participants have
benefited from this workshop and that

the recommendations and suggestions
resulting from it are taken seriously and
into implementation. And 1 hope that
we continue to conduct similar events
in other governorates so as to detect
and make aware about this dangerous
phenomenon and its negative effects on
the national, regional and international
economy. | hope that upon doubt, con-
cerned people directly report any sus-
pected money so that we are able to
stop this phenomenon.” Dr. al-Shuaibi
also expressed his appreciation of all
who have worked together in making
this event a success.

Mr. Mugbil al-Qawsi general manag-
er of the Central Bank of Yemen also
delivered a speech in which he empha-
sized on the importance of such work-
shops and to expose this phenomenon
which is spreading widely around the
world. He added that this is a signifi-
cant workshop especially that it is
being conducted for the second time
after the success of the first workshop
organized about the same topic.

Mr. al-Qawsi pointed out that law
No. 35 for year 2003 has criminalized
money laundering and stated on estab-
lishing a national committee for com-
bating it and this comes in line with
instructions and supervision carried by
the Central Bank.

Recommendations issued by the

workshop were read out to the partici-
pants and which were about four main
issues, legal issues, money & finance,
information and security. The recom-
mendations are briefly described
below:

The participants view the issuing of
legislation No. 35 for year 2003 repre-
sents a significant leap in eradication of
money laundry. And it also contributes
to endorsing Yemen's position in inter-
national alliances and so the partici-
pants demand the completion of the
structural and legislative frames of the
law through formatting money launder-
ing eradication committee and issuing
the executive board of the law.

The participants see that the essence
and value of this law is in execution
therefore they demand the immediate
implementation of the law.

The participants stress on the impor-
tance of establishing an information
system and effective monetary meas-
ures that prevent any monetary institu-
tion from using and gefting involved in
money laundering.

The participants encourage the mon-
etary institutions to report any suspect-
ed money.

The participants are eager to enhance
the awareness among the concerned
authorities in particular and in the soci-
ety in general about the threats of
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money laundering and their negative
effects and how to fight this phenome-
non.

The participants emphasize on the
importance of the Central Bank and
other monetary intuitions and related
organizations to carry out training
courses, and programs for the person-

nel.

The participants see the necessity of
the information unit joining the interna-
tional monetary investigation unit.

On

their part, the participants

expressed their great appreciation and
thankfulness to Dr. al-Shuaibi for spon-

soring the workshop and also of the
Yemeni Central Bank represented by
Mr. Ahmed al-Samawi. And also to Mr.
Abdulrahman al-Kuhali head of the
administrative board of the Yemeni
Public Bank and all staff for their sup-
port and hosting of this event and their
efficient organization of the workshop.
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is a charitable
non-govern-
mental  organization

working to alleviate

poverty and suffering

amongst people around the world
including Yemen. Last Thursday 17th
of December 2003 Oxfam (GB)
organized a media session. The ses-
sion was chaired by the Middle East,
Eastern Europe and Commonwealth
of Independent States (MEEECIS)
Regional Director Mr. Adam Leach,
who had been visiting the country,
and was conducted by a number of
Oxfam-Yemen staff and partners. A

xfam,

British

In his speech, Mr. Leach commend-
ed the Yemen program, led by Ms.
Rajni Khana, Oxfam representative in
Yemen. On Oxfam- Yemenis work
debrief Ms. Magda EI Sanousi,
Program Coordinator, explained to
the presence the programs that Oxfam
1s working on in

Yemen. Oxfam has been working
in Yemen since 1983 when it respond-
ed to the Dhamar earthquake. From
humanitarian response it has moved
to supporting development work and
is currently working through 23 part-
ner organisations mainly from civil
society organisations and also the
government.

Oxfam in Yemen has 4 main pro-
grams, which are the Health program

Adem Leach and Hooria Mashoor brleﬂng the audience

number of Oxfam beneficiaries and
media people also attended the ses-
sion.

In a press release that was dissemi-
nated to the audience Mr. Leach indi-
cated the purpose of the session by
saying:

“"We’ve invited you to this briefing
in order to explain our work here with
our partner organisations and to tell
you a little about Oxfam in its wider
context.”

Oxfam was founded in Great
Britain 61 years ago, to provide assis-
tance to people suffering from famine
during the Second World War.

Oxfam works to help poor people
in more than 70 countries around the
world fi through its humanitarian,
development and advocacy work. We
have no religious affiliation and our
work is driven by one consideration
only fi humanitarian and poverty
needs

The Oxfam International has been
formed which is a confederation of 12
Oxfam’s working in different coun-
tries including Holland, Germany and

" Hong Kong, Bangladesh among oth-
ers. Oxfam (GB) has been working in
the Middle East since 1949 and we
now have a strong programme across
the region in the Palestinian
Territories, in Lebanon, Egypt, Iraq
and Yemen helping people get access
to health and clean water, and

improve their means of earning a liv-
ing.

primarily focusing in Hadramout, the
disaster preparedness program, the
Gender Equality and ending violence
against women program and the
Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS)
program through strengthening civil
society involvement in the implemen-
tation and monitoring of the PRS.
Oxfam’s partners works in partner-
ship with local governments such as
the work of the Yemeni Women
Union in Taiz in raising awareness of
police, and judiciary on women’s
legal rights, as well as the work of
SOUL with health facilities in
Hadrmaut. Our relationship with part-
ners is based on transparency, and
trust around achieving one goal which
is ending poverty and promoting
social justice between women and
men.

Four of Oxfam’s partners attended
the session and briefly explained their
work and partnership with Oxfam
focusing on technical and financial
support that Oxfam made which con-
tributed to achieving their objectives.
Ms. Hooria Mashoor from the
Women’s National Committee, elabo-
rated on Oxfam'’s support to the com-
mittee in particular in promoting
women’s needs in the PRS. Ms.
Jamala al-Baidani of al-Tahadi
Association for disabled females,
elaborated on how the association,
following Oxfam’s program on PRS
gained confidence and succeeded to
integrate disabled, women in the
labour market in particular working

for private sector. Ms. Nooria al-
Khamiri from SOUL and Mr. Masood
Hassan from Amer and Uqgbi
Association have also elaborated on
the benefits gained from partnership
with Oxfam.

Various questions were raised dur-
ing the discussion round, and ques-
tions relating to Oxfam’s work and
programs were answered. When
asked whether Oxfam is committed to
Yemen, Mr. Leach confirmed that
Oxfam considers Yemen as one of the
important countries for development

Roast Turkey , Plum Pudding

and is strongly committed to elevating
poverty and suffering in Yemen. As he
said, in the Yemeni context:

“Our focus is on improving access
to health for the poorest women and
men, empowering poor women and
men, and marginalized groups to
address and voice the different dimen-
sions of poverty affecting them, as
they feel it and the way they want to
address it. Our partner organisations
are also working with us to involve
men in helping put women’s rights
back on the development agenda.”

But Oxfam aims not only to change
things through our work on the
ground. It also believes that it can
influence decision-makers at national,
regional and global levels through
campaigning work. Oxfam is current-
ly campaigning at global level on
issues including access to education,
the need for conflict resolution and
trade.

On what is different about Oxfam
from other international organisations
working in humanitarian and develop-
ment issues, Ms. Khanna Country
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Program Manager of Oxfam in Yemen
pointed out that in addition to work-
ing at both the community and nation-
al level Oxfam also works through
influencing global institutions for
policies in favour of the poor.

“"Whatever the country, Oxfam’s
aim always remains the same - to
tackle poverty through bringing about
change. We want to improve the qual-
ity of people’s day-to-day lives fi and
we do this in many different ways.”
A. Leach Oxfam’s MEEECIS
Regional Director
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Libya seeks rewar
for scrapping
banned weapons

TRIPOLIL, Dec 20 (Reuters) - Libya
made clear on Saturday it wanted to come
in from the cold after decades as a pariah
state, and the United States and Britain
promised to reward its decision to aban-
don banned weapons programmes.

Almost 15 years to the day since its
agents brought down a Pan Am airliner
over Lockerbie, Muammar Gaddafi’s
state opened the prospect of an end to
sanctions and a return of U.S. oil firms
with a pledge on Friday to stop seeking
weapons of mass destruction. Britain said
it had been close to an aiomic bomb.

Some U.S. officials cautioned that
Libya's move, the culmination of secret
negotiations launched around the start of
the U.S.-led Iraq war and announced less
than a week after U.S. forces captured
ousted dictator Saddam Hussein, still left
it too early to say when, or if, Washington
will lift sanctions.

Britain suggested Saddam’s fate could
have been different if he had cooperated.
U.S. President George W. Bush. who also
accuses Iran and North Korea of seeking
nuclear arms, said he hoped other leaders
would follow the example of Gaddafi, a
man once described by one of Bush’s
predecessors as a “mad dog”.

European critics of the invasion of Irag
remarked pointedly that it showed peace-
ful diplomacy could bring about disarma-
ment.

“Libya wants to solve all problems and
we want to focus on development and
advancing our country. This (weapons)
programme does not benefit our people or
country,” Foreign Minister Mohamed
Abderrthmane Chalgam told Al-Jazeera
television.

“We want to have ties with America
and Britain because this is in the interest
of our people,” Chalgam said in the first

televised comments by a top Libyan offi- Libyan leader Col. Muammar Gaddafi. REUTERS
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cial on Tripoli’s move.

Praise for Gaddafi

The announcement came ahead of
Sunday’s anniversary of the Christmas
1988 bombing of Pan Am flight 103 over
Scotland that killed 270 people. British
relatives of the victims welcomed the
news that dialogue had brought disarma-
ment, Tripoli’s second dramatic step this
year to rejoin the international communi-

Libya was freed of broader U.N. sanc-
tions this year after accepting responsibil-
ity for the Lockerbie bombing and paying
billions to victims' families. Washington
left its sanctions in place, alleging Tripoli
sought biological and chemical weapons.

“We want to defend our peoples’ inter-
ests,” Chalgam said.

U.S. warplanes bombed Tripoli in 1986
after the bombing of a West Berlin night-
club frequented by American soldiers.
Gaddafi’s home was hit in the U.S. attack
and his adopted daughter killed.

Washington bans most economic activ-
ity and bars visits to Libya using U.S.
passports without U.S. government per-
mission.

British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw
praised Gaddafi, labelled a “mad dog” by
U.S. President Ronald Reagan.

“He needs to be applauded in unquali-
fied terms for what he has done. 1 believe
it is very statesmanlike and courageous,”
Straw told BBC radio on Saturday.

“If Saddam had come to us a year ago
or more...then the situation in Irag would
have been a very different one.”

Gaddafi’s son, Saif al-Islam, played
down any link with Iraq in the timing of
Libya's negotiations. “We started the
cooperation before even the invasion of
Irag,” he told CNN.

But he added: “It’s a critical deal for
Libya, because first of all we will get
access to defensive weapons and no sanc-
tions on Libyan arms imports any more.
We will get access to the know-how and
technology in sectors which were
banned.”

France welcomed the move but
Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin
urged Libya to “implement without
delay” compensation for families of vic-
tims of a 1989 bombing of a French air-
liner.

Bush, Blair delighted

U.S. officials said Libya’s nuclear pro-
gramme was “much further advanced”
than thought and it acknowledged cooper-
ating with North Korea to develop long-
range Scud missiles.

Libya said its move showed commit-
ment to “building a world free of weapons
of mass destruction and all sorts of terror-
ism”.

Bush immediately praised Libya, say-
ing: “Its good faith will be returned.” He
also said the United States and Britain
would work to ensure Tripoli lived up to
its commitments.

“Today’s announcement shows that we
can fight this menace through more than
purely military means; that we can defeat
it peacefully, if countries are prepared in
good faith to work with the international
community to dismantle such weapons,”
said British Prime Minister Tony Blair, a
staunch U.S. ally.

Bush added: “I hope that other leaders
will find an example in Libya’s announce-
ment today.”

A senior U.S. official cautioned: “We
are at the start. The Libyans want to work
with the United States, but we take it one
step at a time... We’re not at the point of
discussing how this affects the sanctions
regime.”

Lifting sanctions could allow U.S. oil
companies back into Libya, where they
once produced more than one million bar-
rels per day (bpd) and where oil facilities
could reach two million bpd within five
years, the U.S. Energy Department says.

U.S. sanctions dating from 1982 and
strengthened in 1986, ban the import of
Libyan crude oil, as well as direct trade
and commercial contracts, and keep U.S.
firms out of Libya. U.S. companies
Marathon, Amerada  Hess and
ConocoPhillips have extensive assets in
the North African state, frozen in 1986.

A U.S. official said Libya approached
the United States and Britain in mid-
March and this led to visits to weapons
sites in October and early December by
U.S. and British teams.

Spanish PM Aznar
makes Christmas
trip to Iraq

MADRID, Dec 20 (Reuters) - Prime
Minister Jose Maria Aznar made a
lightning trip to Iraq on Saturday to
express his support for Spanish troops
just ahead of the Christmas holiday.

“I fully back the work that our com-
patriots are doing here. This is a fight
for a just cause, the cause of freedom,
democracy, stability and respect for
international law,” Aznar said at a
news conference broadcast live on
state radio.

In his first trip to the region since the
U.S.-led attacks on Iraq, Aznar visited
Spanish troops stationed at Diwaniya,
180 km (110 miles) south of Baghdad,
having arrived overnight from Madrid
via Kuwait.

Spain suffered its first major combat
casualties on November 29 in Latifiya
when guerrillas opened fire on two
cars carrying Spanish intelligence
agents, killing seven.

“Our (troops) are doing an extraor-
dinary job...which is greatly appreciat-
ed by the Iraqi people,” Aznar said.

The Spanish Prime Minister had
lunch with troops and heads back to
Spain later on Saturday, a government
official said.

Despite strong opposition to the
U.S.-led war among the Spanish pub-

lic, Spain has 1,300 soldiers in Iraq.
They form part of an international
division under Polish command in
Shi’ite Muslim areas of south-central
Iraq.

Aznar was one the strongest sup-
porters of the United States in its cam-
paign to oust former Iragi President
Saddam Hussein, captured by U.S.
forces last week.

After the Latifiya attack, Spain reaf-
firmed its commitment to stay in Iraq
until peace was restored.

Aznar’s trip follows earlier visits to
Iraq by U.S. and Lithuanian presidents
and British and Polish prime ministers.

Portuguese  Interior  Minister
Antonio Figueiredo Lopes also flew to
Iraq on Saturday, to visit a Portuguese
National Guard contingent of 128
based at Al-Nasiriyah since November.

Portuguese news agency Lusa said
Figueiredo Lopes, whose visit had
been kept secret until his early morn-
ing departure, was expected to stay for
several hours only.

Portugal hosted a summit for U.S.
President George W. Bush, British
Prime Minister Tony Blair and Aznar
in the mid-Atlantic Azore Islands just
days before the U.S.-led invasion
began.

serving in Iraq, during his visit to meet Spanish troops in Diwaniya, 110 miles
south of Baghdad December 20. Aznar surprised Spanish troops in Iraq with
a visit on Saturday as U.S. troops mistakenly killed three Iraqgi policemen.
REUTERS

Saudi says crushed most
militants behind attacks

RIYADH, Dec 20 (Reuters) - Saudi
Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdul-
Aziz said the kingdom had crushed
most of the militants behind attacks and
deadly bombings in the country and
vowed to root out the few that
remained, newspapers said on
Saturday.

“Praise to God most (militants) have
been annihilated and only a few
remain. This few, God willing, we are
chasing them and anyone behind them
if takes 10, 20 or 30 years,” he said in
remarks published in the official Al
Riyadh newspaper.

“This malignant germ must be eradi-
cated. Anyone supporting this deluded
faction or has mercy on them, we will
consider him one of them,” he warned.

Crown Prince Abdullah will head the
Saudi  delegation to the Gulf
Cooperation Council summit in Kuwait
in the coming days which will discuss

an agreement on fighting terror attacks.

Saudi Arabia, cradle of Islam and
birthplace of al Qaeda leader Osama
bin Laden, launched a crackdown
against militants after triple suicide
bombings in Riyadh killed 35 people in
May.

Last month, suicide bombers killed
18 people in an attack on a foreign res-
idents’ compound in the capital. Both
the United States and Britain have
warned their nationals in the Gulf state
that more attacks could be planned.

“Foreigners have come to serve and
benefit this country. Like all citizens
they too must enjoy safety,” Crown
Prince Abdullah said.

The kingdom is offering cash
rewards for information which thwarts
militant attacks and has paid $270,000
for a tip-off which led to the killing this
month of one of the country’s top sus-
pects on a list of 26 wanted militants.

Arab League chief said hopes
to end row with Kuwait

KUWAIT, Dec 20 (Reuters) - Arab
League chief Amr Moussa, embarking
on his first official visit to Kuwait
since the Iraq war, said in remarks pub-
lished on Saturday he hopes to achieve
reconciliation with the Gulf Arab state.

“I have big hopes that this page will
be turned, for the interest of our com-
mon work and to support common
Arab work,” Moussa was quoted by
Kuwait news agency KUNA as telling
reporters in Cairo ahead of flying to
Kuwait City.

Adding that reports of his row with
Kuwait have been blown out of pro-
portion, he said: “It’s a summer cloud.”

Moussa, one of the fiercest oppo-
nents of the U.S.-led war to oust
Saddam Hussein, was accused by
Kuwait in the run up to the war of
showing bias towards Iraq.

Kuwait’s foreign minister said
Moussa had offended the oil-rich

country, which was freed from Iragi
occupation by a U.S.-led coalition in
1991, and a Kuwaiti parliamentarian
had said Moussa had “sold™ himself to
Saddam.

Moussa had accepted an invitation
from Kuwait to attend a summit of the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) to be
held in Kuwait on Sunday and
Monday.

An Arab League spokesman has said
it would be the first time a League
chief attends a summit of the six-coun-
try group comprising Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Oman, Bahrain, Qatar and the
United Arab Emirates.

According to some analysts, Kuwait
had been angered by Arab League
statements calling on countries to deny
Washington assistance in the war, a
touchy subject for Gulf states such as
Kuwait which was used as a launch
pad for the war on lraq.
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Afghan assembly leans
towards strong presiden

KABUL, Dec 20 (Reuters) - A week into
a crucial meeting charting the future of
post-Taliban Afghanistan, the U.S.
envoy to Kabul said American-backed
interim leader Hamid Karzai was win-
ning support for a strong presidential
system.

The constitutional Loya Jirga, or Grand
Assembly in Kabul, has occasionally
descended into chaos over women's
rights and Karzai’s calls for a strong
presidential government without which
he said he wiil not run for office in elec-
tions next year.

The United States is a staunch supporter
of the Western-educated leader, and
believes he is the only person who can
unite his war-shattered and chronically
unstable country.

“At this stage it looks like there 1s a pref-
erence for a presidential system,”
Zalmay Khalilzad, U.S. ambassador to
Afghanistan, told reporters on Saturday.
“So far things have been moving reason-
ably well and difficult issues and situa-
tions have been managed relatively well.
There must be a sense of satisfaction 1
think in terms of what has happened so
far.”

Khalilzad was speaking shortly after
meeting Karzai, who has seen his vision
for Afghanistan challenged by noisy
protests from a faction that was crucial in
toppling the hardline Islamic Taliban
regime and still holds key offices in gov-
ernment.

Delegates supporting the Northern
Alliance of mainly ethnic Tajiks threat-
ened to boycott the assembly if they
were not allowed to debate the powers of
the president first, but the crisis appears
to have passed for now.

They are led by ex-President
Burhanuddin Rabbani and General
Abdul Rashid Dostum, a key ethnic
Uzbek strongman. They have been
demanding a stronger parliament with a
prime minister to dilute presidential
powers.

Khalilzad said support for a monarchy
was “non-existent” and those hoping to
see a parliamentary system to oversee
presidential affairs were “not doing
well”.

Karzai needs only a simple majority in
the 502-delegate assembly to endorse the
draft constitution.

The Loya Jirga, held in a giant tent on a
Kabul college campus, is turning its
attention to some of the most contentious
issues in a draft designed to pave the way
for the country’s first democratic elec-
tions in June next year.

Among the most sensitive issues are the
role of women in the deeply conserva-
tive Muslim society and the role of
Islam.

Delegates from the 100-strong female
contingent have been shouted down
while speaking at the assembly, and
some have voiced anger at the limited
role envisaged for women in politics.

Officials and a delegate of the constitutional Loya Jirga, or Grand Assembly

walk outside the tent of the assembly held in Kabul December 20. A week into
a crucial meeting charting the future of post-Taliban Afghanistan, the U.S.
envoy to Kabul said American-backed interim leader Hamid Karzai was win-
ning support for a strong presidential system. REUTERS

Nigerian
union says
leader
beaten by
police

LAGOS, Dec 20 (Reuters) - A
Nigerian union leader and several
workers were!beaten by police and
arrested on Friday in the commercial
capital Lagos while protesting at
what they called unfair work prac-
tices, the union said on Saturday.

Workers at generator company
Mikado Nigeria Limited went on
strike on Tuesday after a dispute
with management. The head of the

National Union of Shop and
Distributive Employees, Bright
Anokwuru, went to address the pick-
et on Friday.

“The police arrived with more
than 200 reinforcements and started
shooting live ammunition and tear-
gas. Anokwuru was dragged and
beaten and put in a pick-up van,”
said John Odah, secretary-general of
the Nigerian Labour Congress

(NLC).

A police spokesman was not avail-
able for comment.

Anokwuru, who is also a member
of the NLC national leadership, was
released on bail on Friday night with
other workers on condition they
report back on Monday, Odah said.

Anokwuru received medical atten-
tion for his injuries and was resting
at home on Saturday.
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At least 12 dead In
bus crash in Belgium

BRUSSELS, Dec 20 (Reuters) - At
least 12 people were killed and 37
injured early on Saturday when a bus
travelling from Germany to France
careered into a highway crash barrier
in southern Belgium and burst into
flames, judicial sources said.

The bus crashed near the Belgian
town of Hensies, close to the Franco-
Belgian border post of Saint-Aybert.
Belgium’s RTBF radio said the bus
was seen zig-zagging along the high-
way before hitting the concrete barri-
er.

Some of the victims survived the
initial crash but were then trapped by
the ensuing fire which erupted at the
back of the bus, RTBF said.

“People were screaming and trying
to get out,” a witness told the radio.
“People were breaking and getting out
of the windows,” another witness
said.

The bus was carrying 49 passengers
of mixed nationalities including
Germans, Bosnians, Turks, Croats,

Mongolians and one American, judi-
cial and rescue officials said.

In Berlin, the Foreign Ministry said
Germany’s ambassador to Belgium
was on the way to the crash site.

RTBF said one of the two bus driv-
ers was killed in the crash. The second
was taken to hospital where police
were expected to question him about
the cause of the accident.

Mons public prosecutor Pierre
Marleghem, who is helping to investi-
gate the crash, said the bus had started
its journey in the western German city
of Cologne and was bound for France,
possibly Paris.

Helicopter record bid ends
with Antarctic crash

LONDON, Dec 20 (Reuters) - A
British grandmother’s bid to make a
record-setting pole to pole helicopter
flight ended with a crash landing in
Antarctica on Saturday morning in which
she and her fellow British co-pilot were
injured.

Jennifer Murray, 63, broke her arm in
the crash 120 miles (193 kilometres)
north of the Patriot Hills base and Colin
Bodil suffered more severe but unspeci-
fied and non-life threatening injuries.

“They are both injured, but both are in
good spirits and in the care of a doctor,” a
spokesman for the support team told
Reuters by telephone.

The pair were rescued by a team sent
out from Patriot Hills and taken back
there to wait for a plane to take them to
hospital in Punta Arenas in Chile for treat-

ment.

The crash happened just four days after
they arrived at the South Pole, about one
third of the way through their planned
32,000 nautical miles aerial marathon.

Murray — who on Monday briefly
stopped off to visit her husband Simon,
also 63, who is walking to the South Pole
with intrepid fellow Briton Pen Hadow —
set off with Bodil from New York on
October 20.

Since then they had flown down the
east coast of the United States, across the
Caribbean and central Brazil and down
the east coast of Argentina to the frigid
south.

They arrived at the South Pole on the
centenary of the first powered flight by
the Wright brothers after braving a bliz-
zard.

The next leg of the epic flight would
have taken them 16,000 nautical miles up
the west coast of Chile over Peru, Central
America and the west coast of the United
States and Canada, over Alaska to the
Arctic and the North Pole where they
were due to arrive on April 8.

They had planned to finish the record-
setting journey on April 15 after flying
down the U.S. east coast back to New
York.

The main aim of the journey in a Bell
407 helicopter was to set the world
record, with a subsidiary goal of raising
awareness of conservation issues along
the way.

Murray set the world record for the
fastest female solo helicopter flight round
the world in 2000, covering the distance
in just 99 days.

Firefighters extinguish a fire in a German coach on the Paris-Brusselsmotorway near Hensies on the border between
Belgium and FranceDecember 20. At least 12 people were killed and 37 injured early on Saturday when the bus, trav-
elling from Germany to France,careered into a highway crash barrier in southern Belgium and burst into flames, judi-
cial sources said. The bus was carrying 49 passengers of mixed nationalities including Germans, Bosnians, Turks,

Croats, Mongolians and one American, judicial and rescue officials said.

REUTERS

UNHCR asks Australia to treat
asylum seekers humanely

CANBERRA, Dec 20 (Reuters) -
The United Nations High Commission
for Refugees (UNHCR) appealed to
Australia on Saturday to treat asylum
seekers staging a hunger strike on the
Pacific island of Nauru with humanity
and to end their lengthy detention.

A group 35 men — 34 Afghans and
one Pakistani — have been refusing
food for up to 10 days to protest the
government’s refusal to allow them
into Australia, and eight of them are in
hospital, an Immigration Department
spokeswoman said.

Four of the detainees, all of whom
have been refused refugee status by
Australia, have sewn their lips shut.

Two UNHCR representatives visit-
ed the Nauru centre, which currently
houses 192 adult asylum seekers and
93 children, this week for a review
planned prior to the hunger strike.

“(The hunger strike is) symptomatic
of a general degree of despair that

must be addressed with a view to
responding humanely to what is
becoming a human tragedy.” UNHCR
spokesman Ron Redmond told
Australian Associated Press.

“Until such time as conditions
improve in the areas of origin of these
persons, UNHCR appeals to all con-
cerned authorities to treat them with
humanity and redouble efforts to find
a dignified and proper solution which
does not involve continued, prolonged
detention in harsh conditions, includ-
ing of children.”

Australia’s conservative govern-
ment set up a fenced camp on tropical
Nauru, a remote, 2 1-square-km (eight-
sq-mile) island, in 2001 when it
toughened its stance against asylum
seekers arriving by boat by deploying
the navy to intercept and divert ves-
sels.

Human rights group Amnesty
International on Friday called for the

government to close down the camp
on Nauru because detainees were
denied basic human rights and living
standards.

Australia has one of the world’s
strictest immigration policies, detain-
ing all asylum seekers, illegal workers
and anyone overstaying their visas in
guarded camps while their cases are
handled, a process which can take
years.

The hunger strike is the latest in a
string of protests, riots, escapes, and
suicide bids at Australia’s five onshore
and two offshore immigration centres,
which are currently housing about
1.200 people.

The Australian government plans to
send two representatives to Nauru
early next week to speak to the pro-
testers and to camp manager, the
International Organisation for
Migration, to try to resolve the situa-
tion.
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By DR. ALI ABDULRAHMAN AL-BAHR
HeAaD oF HousINnG BaNk
FAAAY EX.

efore turning to the hard task

of numbers and figures of
" Economics let me go back to
the early stages of Economic
and  political  contracts
between the two countries. It was in 1923
when two American geologists from
“Standard Franco American” arrived to
Yemen. They run Geological survive in
Tehama and the Red Sea. Between 1927-
1932, Mr. Karl Twitchell, an American
geologist and mineral engineer from,
USGS visited Yemen so many times try-
ing to secure an agreement on Oil, Gas
and Mineral resources exploration. He
also discussed exporting salt from salif
and producing electricity generated by
waterfalls. It was then said the same per-
son went after that to Saudi Arabia and set
the stage for the first Oil agreement
between Saudi Arabia and American Oil
Companies:

- In 1961 the first oil agreement was
signed between Yemen and the American
Company “John. WMECOM™ 5 wells
were drilled in Tehama under that agree-
ment

- In 1958 USA started the construc-
tion of Mokha — Taiz — Sana’a road. This
road was one of the first links between
Yemen capital and the external world.

- In 1958 USA provided Yemen with
the wheat donation to help it getting over
drought and economic hardships. USA is
a great power, a great country and the
world greatest economic & financial
powerhouse. USA produces a GDP of 10
Trillion US Dollar per Year. That is about
30% of the world GDP which is 33
Trillion US Dollars in 2002. It hosts the
world biggest capital market. US bourses
value exceeds 12 Trillion Dollars in
shares, Bonds and other assets. That is
one third of the wealth of the world.

- The populations are 300 Million that
is 5% of the world population.

The American people strongly believe
in Democracy, Freedom & Human
integrity. Free market economy is proba-
bly at the heart of the American Economic
might. They embrace their ethnic diversi-
ty and believe that to be one of the main
sources of American strength. Freedom of
religion, freedom of speech and the right
to political participation are the common
values of the American society.
Cooperation between Yemen and United
States covers a wide range of activities
over a long period of time. The following
list may reflect the most important fields
of cooperation.

The fields of cooperation:

- Education and technical training

- Health and disease control

- Agriculture, Water and Marine
Resources

- Infra structure projects

- USA wheat program

; Sana a Unnersuy

- Oil and Gas industry
- Trade and finance
- Tourism and environment protection

As it appear it is hard to tackle every
sector fairly enough within the limited
time of this good event. | think it is also as
effective and convenient to analyze eco-
nomic cooperation along three important
institutional axis, they are as follows:

1. Bilateral: Or government to gov-
emment cooperation.

2. Multilateral: ie.. Cooperation
though trans-national financial agencies
and organizations of a world scope such
as IBRD, IDA, IFC. IMF.

3. Private investment: The task here
is done by private multinational compa-
nies private Banks and financial groups.
Most of heavy duty role under this listing
endured and carried out by oil companies.

1. Bilateral Cooperation:

When ever we talk about economic
cooperation it comes directly to out minds
the issue of loans. What different coun-
tries has provided in term of development
finance at what conditions in what sectors
of Yemen National Economy. How con-
ducive and stimulating to economic
growth. What employment and job
chances it creates,

Partners in Economic

And Social Development

The total amount of Yemen outstanding
foreign loans as on December 31st 2002
stands at 5.477 Billions US Dollars. Out
of this total 4.045 Billion US Dollars is
disbursed and out standing. 532 Million is
undisbursed. Government to government
loans stands at 1.766 Billion US Dollars;
it represents 32% of the total foreign dept.
the creditor countries are as follows:

- Japan comes in the first place with a
total of 262 Million US Dollars.

- The United States of America is the
second creditor country to Yemen, it pro-

Yemen foreign Debit 31st December 2002 in Million US Dollars

Bilateral of

Expor.Credit

Bilateral

Denmark

France

Germany

Italy

Japan

Netherlands

USA

Spain

Russia -

Arab Countries

Algeria

Saudi Development fund
Kuwait Development Fund
Abu Dhabi Development Fund
Iragi Development Fund
Other Government ]
Multilateral Lending Agencies
International Development Agency IDA
International Monetary Fund "IMF”
Others

Total

Dr. Ali Abdulrahman Al-Bahr

vided Yemen with a total of (101 Million
US Dollars). The United States agreed to
reschedule the amount of (71 Million
Dollars) that was due to be paid in 2002.
Japan agreed to reschedule the amount of
{156 Million Dollars).

- The Arab Countries as a block pro-
vided Yemen with loans totaling to (728
Million Dollars).

Arab countries channeled their finance
to Yemen through their respective special-
ized development funds as “Saudi
Development fund, Kuwait Development
Fund & Abu Dhabi Development Fund”.

2. Multilateral Lending Activities:

Whenever we study economic cooper-
ation with USA, we have to touch on
international financing banks and agen-
cies. The most important are:-

1- The World Bank

- International Development Agency
“IDA™

- International finance corporation
“TIFC”

2- International Monotony fund “IMF”

Discuss the role of the World Bank and
international monotony fund in the con-
text of Yemen USA development cooper-
ation is not with out reason. The reason is
very simple the USA is the biggest share
holder of both the Bank and the fund, it
owns about (36%) of their capital hence
the decisive voting power in the boards of
both institutions, it can lead and direct
lending policies, loan allocation to coun-
tries and regions of the world, including
ranking priorities of different countries
and projects. USA was very helpful in
introducing Yemen to both the Bank and
the fund when Yemen was trying to join
the group as a full member country in the
beginning of the Seventies of the last cen-
tury, (1973). The effect of IDA was felt in
every sector of Yemen Economy
Education, Health, Agriculture, Water,
Infrastructure and institution building, it
provides Yemen with quite substantial
amount of loans at concession rates with
long grace periods and soft conditions.
The total amount of committed loans of
IDA stands at (1.78 Billions US Dollars).
Most of this money have been used
except about (392 Million Dollars) still
unutilized. IDA role was to strength the
physical production capacities of Yemen
Economy and to improve education and

Disposed & Out Non Disposed Contracted
Standing Loans Amount loans
1760 6 1766

3 0 3
68 0 68
1.5 0 1.5

245 0 245
262. 0 262.
2.25 0 | 225
101 0 101
15 6 21
1283 |0 1283
728 ] 728
19 0 0
245 0 245
324 0 324
48 0 48
92 0 92
208.34 38.21 246.46 B
224911 487.64 2736.75
1384 391.98 1775.70
384 0 384 =
482 95.66 577.59
4945 532 5477

FAAAY during the éeminar held at Sheraton Hotel

the quality of labor force through educa-
tion and training. Yemen adopted and
implemented the first second Economic
Development plans under the close sup-
port of the World Bank and IDA in partic-
ular. They financed so many projects in
that plan, such as: Tehama Valley
Authority, Zabied dam and irrigation sys-
tem, Sorded Valley, Wadi-Mor dam and
irrigation,  Electricity  Generation,
Transmission and distribution system. A
large number of education projects
including a lot of schools, Buildings,
Technical Teams, Collages and Training
centers.

IFC: International Finance
Corporation is the private business affili-
ate of the World Bank. It deals with pri-
vate businesses and companies in mem-
ber countries. Their role is to provide
finance and know how, they participated
in three important private companies in
Yemen through share holdings and money
lending. Those are: milk and diary prod-
ucts in Hodiedah, Ghee & Soap Company
in Taiz.

IMF: International monetary fund is
the twin sister of the World Bank, both
where created by britenwood agreement
after the second world war to rebuild the
world monetary and trade system. over
and above reconstruction of Europe. The
fund played an important role in building
the ministry of finance by providing a
general financial reform the monetary
system. Technical assistance and on job
training to Yemeni personal in the finance
ministry and its subsidiaries such as, Tax
authority, customs authority, they help
training the central Bank staff, help draft-
ing rules and monetary policies and
exchange regulations. They help super-
vising Commercial Bank operating in
Yemen and bringing the whole monetary
and banking system in line with interna-
tional rules and regulations as set by the
fund and major international trading
nations. The fund also provide Yemen
with short term loans to help it finance
foreign trade and imports. The fund loans
stands at (384 million Dollars).

Trade: the USA comes in the third
place, next to Saudi Arabia and United

Source: Yemen Central Bank Annual Report 2002. P.48

Arab Emirates in exporting to Yemen.
Total American Exports to Yemen
reached (17.5 billion Yemeni Rials) in
2000 that is about (4.5%) of Yemen total
imports. In return Yemen Export to USA
recorded (40 Billion Rials) in year 2000,
it represented (6.5%) of Yemen total
exports in the same year. In 2001 Yemen
export declined to (23 Billion Rials)
imports from USA declined also to (20.6
Billion Rials). This is the balance of trade
which represents the exchange of goods,
mainly grains, Oil and Oil products.
There are other components in the bal-
ance of payment reflecting economic
cooperation between the two countries; it
is normally reflected in the current
account of the balance of payment. Those
figures reflects income of Yemeni capital
invested in the USA stock exchange and
money markel. the total declared income
from Yemeni assets reached (110 Million
US Dollars) in 2001 about (70-80 Million
Dollars) came from Yemen Central Bank
investment which amount to (4.29 Billion
US Dollars). Our own estimation of
Yemen private capital “Including Yemen
Commercial Banks & private capital”
invested in the American capital market
range between (4-5 Billion US Dollars).
There are also income from tourism and
Yemenis working in USA. The number of
American tourist who visited Yemen in
the year 2000 reach 12,000 out of 65,000
tourists visited the country that year, this
numbers gave USA 20% of the tourism
industry of Yemen. The Yemeni society in
the United State, 1.e.. Yemen Americans
exceeds 80.000 people in number. This
brings us the strongest step closer to the
American people and American society.
5% of the American people are Moslems,
they are totally free “under American con-
stitution” to worship ALLAH. They are
equally recognized like their American
fellow citizens, they have the rights to go
to school, to get a job, to join the US
army, to vote in elections and to be candi-
dates for the white house as presidents of
the United States of America. Yemen have
a big students society in the USA some of
them are financed out of their own family
resources, this presents a clear evidence
of how proud and trust people are of edu-
cation in the United States of America.
This is alive whiteness of Yemeni and

Moslems old wisdom “go for education
even at the remotest part of the globe”.
The USA is afar distance but it is very
close to our hearts and minds, we owe
these young men & women the highest
respect, they deserve not less than a full
cooperation in providing them with infor-
mation, education advises, education sup-
port and at the least the moral support.
Those are all within FAAAY mandate and
duties. Yemen and FAAAY will recipro-
cate the same way towards any American
friend or scholar who may be interested in
studying or coming to Yemen.

3. Private investment:

This is probably the most effective,
enduring and fast in bearing its fruits.
USA is the largest home of private busi-
ness. capital market and private initiative.
Oil and Gas industry comes under this
platform. The Oil & Gas cooperation
started by signing production sharing
agreement between Yemen and Hunt Oil
Company in March 1982. Oil & Gas was
produced in commercial quantities in
July, 1984. The first well “Alef One” test-
ed and was able to produce 10,000 barrel
of oil per day, by that date Yemen put
most of its economic and prosperous eco-
nomic future. Oil discovery was a real
break through and cutting edge victory for
Yemen in its relentless quest for viable
and better human way of life, based on
higher income better education better
health and better chances to get a job. It
was a greal achievement for Hunt Oil
Company and a corner stone in Yemen
American  cooperation. Hunt  Oil
Company celebrated its 20th anniversary
and granted an extension period of 5 more
years. There is also Canadian Oxidental
Oil Company working and producing Oil
& Gas from more than one concession
area. Canadian Oxie is the Canadian sister
Company of the USA based Oil Company
“Oxedenatal”. Oil & Gas production and
Export changed the economic structure of
Yemen beyond recognition. It changed
Yemen agricultural traditional economy
into a new structure where Oil & Gas pro-
duction contributes more than 50% of
Yemen gross domestic products. It pro-
vides the country with more than 80% of
foreign exchange to finance imports and
80% of government budget.

Balance of payment Millions US Dollars

2002 2001 Exports
3584 3369 Oil Exports
3122 2905 Government Share
1600 1585 Companies share
1522 1320
2805 2600 Imports
733 -678 Services "Net”
165 170 Credit
898.5 -848 Debit
765.6 -691 Factors income “Net”
135 178.5 Credit
900.6 -869.4 Debit
1239 1273 Current transfers “Net”
1312.2 13443 Credit
73:1 -71.4 Debit
519.5 670.9 Current Account
57.2 96.5 Capital account “Net”
*/765.6 690.9 Capital invested income "Portfolio income”
74 109 Other income

source: Yemen Center Bank P.72
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Words of Wisdom

Individuals must be held accountable for the way
they handle property, especially if it is publicly
owned. Thus, drivers of government vehicles, oper-
ators of machines, an other people who have direct
responsibility for government assets have 1o be
constantly brought under supervision. By the way,
this would also apply to traffic violations by gov-
ernment drivers. They should be made to pay for

the tickets.
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saggaf, (1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

| The EU can help
Yemen’s media

g wo consultants of the European Commission were

assistance to the civil society in Yemen. In an

.. Yemen Observer to highlight the possible assis-
tance of the EU to Yemen, a fruitful discussion took place
between editors and the two consultants with the aim of
answering the questions “Can the EU assist Yemen's media?
How?”

The answer was a definite “YES”. It is possible and will |

always be possible to help the media in Yemen in many ways.

The EU consultants were kind enough to note down a lot of |

comments presented by the attendants, who were mainly rep-
resentatives of nongovernmental newspapers.
I take this opportunity to write this column in dedication to

this initiative, and thank the EU for their clear intentions to |
involve the media in their aid program because we are truly in §

need for their support.

We explained in the meeting that the media in Yemen is cat- §

egorized into printed press, which includes partisan, private,

and governmental newspapers, along with the electronic §

media represented by the governmental TV and radio stations.
Taking into consideration the fact that the governmental news-
papers and media organizations enjoy a lot of privileges for
having their own budgets from the government along with
several aid packages from the international community, and
bearing in mind that the partisan newspapers are usually prop-
aganda newspapers for political parties that finance and sup-
{ port them for their own interests, we find that the private
media is left in the blue.
Professionally run private media enterprises in Yemen tend
to take a balanced line, and prefer to report in an honest, free

§ and independent manner away from political struggle and bias §

in favour of any side. This is why they do not receive sub-

stantial aid from either the government or the active political
§ parties. O the other hand, they have not been offered any aid

from any international donors including the EU. They had to
§ rely on advertisement revenues and sales income to get them

running. And in such a country of extremely low GNP and
& purchase power, surviving with such resources is extremely
| challenging, but possible.

Nevertheless, the free press in Yemen has gone a long way, |

§ and is now asking for help from the EU.

We proposed that the EU aid concentrate on capacity build- §

§ ing of newspapers as entities. This is in my opinion the first

| step that should be taken to enhance the free media in Yemen. |
§ Building a media institution in a proper manner will open the §
way to the development of efficient and professional sales, |
§ marketing, administration, and journalist staffers. This is }
because a newspaper is composed of all of those elements, and §

promoting a media institution involves helping all of them.

The point 1 aimed at delivering in the meeting is that even |
though training sessions for journalists are helpful, develop- |
ging the media in Yemen is much more than that. It also |
involves analyzing needs of newspapers and helping them |

§ cstablish stronger infrastructure and maintain professional |
§ standards even in the administrative tasks least relevant to |
Journalism, because for a journalist to work efficiently, he/she §
needs to get a decent salary, and for that to happen the hiring |
institution should be fit financially, and that can only be §

| achieved if management is effective and work is professional- §

ly carried out.

We left the meeting with ambitions and hopes in that the EU

| would indeed look into this matter seriously.

“We have hope in that you will deliver the right message to

The Editor |

Brussels” I told the consultants, and I
i believe they will certainly do.

"present in Sana’a last week for discussions on EU |

informal session held by our sister newspaper |

Obstacles are everywhere

Researchers
need support

By MOHAMED FADHALI
MFADHALI@HOTMAIL.COM
For THE YEMEN TIMES

- am a Yemeni staffer in faculty of
science, Ibb University. [ had
completed my study for getting
a Masters degree in physics in
B India.

"I wanted to draw your kind attention
that the scientific research and scientif-
ic researchers do not get the adequate
attention from both the government
and the media. I mean there are many
researchers devoting their life for sci-
entific research and actually most of
them could achieve many important
things. Even when their work is outside
the country, it belongs to the universi-
ties where they are doing their
research.

If one wishes to get a chance for pur-
suing higher studies, especially in the
field of science, he must face many
obstacles and frustrations. And after
getting the chance for that, other obsta-
cles appear. These obstacles are not
related to the research work but related
to his stipend and other formalities
which most of them coming from the
home country.

After completing the study, another

problem will arise for getting the return
tickets. One may have relatives to do
the required formalities for that, or he
may wait for long time. After waiting
for long time, a negative reply will
come that Yemenia refuses to issue the
ticket since that university or organiza-
tion did not pay their credit and so on.

Another important thing is that many
researchers do is they perform very
well during their Master degree, and
they are getting admissions for pursu-
ing research for doctorates (PhDs), but
they will find that if they have no
resources, it is impossible to get per-
mission for continuation in spite of the
full desire and motivation and admis-
sion with the lowest cost.

So what does our country need? If
we are not going to build a strong sci-
entific research base in the near future,
what will be the case of our universities
after 10 years?

I haven’ read even one article about
this issue in any of our newspapers.
Moreover, there was a decision to
increase the salary of all teaching staff
in universities, but after a long time of
debating and discussions they reached
a solution that only those who hold
PhD and above will be included for this
increase.

Even those who have a Masters
degree are now not getting the equiva-
lent to teachers in schools. They said
that was because if the salary
increased, no one will tend to compete
to get PhD!

What is going on? There’s no
encouragement for completing higher
studies, and if you say OK I will wait
for my chance, you will get a salary
with an amount scarcely enough for
living.

That means during your waiting, you
will not be able even to search the Net
and be in contact with your field of
interest, simply because you have no
money for that. This waiting will be
only for memory clearance, nothing
more.

Of course the exception to all what
have been said is the person who has
some support (by pass) can get what he
wants easily with a warm welcome.

Please sir make your quality newspa-
per is a mirror for all scientific activi-
ties, and be in touch with the problems
as well as the achievements of our
researchers abroad. Give the correct
picture to our people about this impor-
tant sector.

My hope is that this issue can be
made a subject of discussion.

Art of communication

By MOHAMMED ALKHULAIDI
Mohammed_Alkhulaidi@hotmail.com

any of the world con-
~ flicts, which often lead
to catastrophes, are the
results of miscommu-
nication. People are in

dire need to learn how to communicate
effectively with each other, especially
in countries where economic difficul-
ties or confusion make life a bit more

difficult than usual. Individuals seem to
have a predetermined set of goals to
accomplish, and frequently overlook
true opportunities, which could facili-
tate and speed up their accomplishing
process considerably.

Sad as it may sound, but those indi-
viduals keep overlooking such opportu-
nities over and over again embracing a

We have a noble

certain set of principles which may not
necessarily suit every stage in their
lives. They seem to be following a
hibernating mode that obstructs their
vision from seeing anything different in
terms of communication. Could it be
the Qat in the case of Yemeni society?
Hardly the case! My friend, whom I
should call Majed, and I am are at odds
on this issue. He contends that social
and economic pressures in our society
take their toll on one, and hardly leave
any room for intellectual or communi-
cation improvements. These pressures
cause one to remain in a ‘rat race’ state
in which he/she is in a constant struggle
to make both ends meet, and as a result,
people seem to remain in that closed
infinite loop. I, on the other hand, dis-
agree with my friend. [ think people
have the capability of constantly updat-

ing their information and communica-
tion skills based on prevailing changes.
There are no excuses for not listening or
reading carefully to fully understand the
significance of what has been said or
written. It is in human nature, however,
to simply blame others, be it people or
events, instead of taking the responsi-
bility for truly investigating the real
causes of what one is going through.
One could verily be the reason for one’s
miseries! But if one never bothers to
investigate, one would never know. A
wise man once said: ‘To talk or write
well, one needs to be knowledgeable
and artistic in constructing phrases and
sentences that are appealing to the lis-
teners or readers, but one must be
shrewd to listen, or read well and com-
prehend the true significance of what
has been said or written.”
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mission in Iraq

fter World War II, the
L7A US occupied Germany,
and Japan. US troops were
stationed in South Korea.

All now have democratic
governments. If we are to
believe the editor, democra-
cy under these conditions is
impossible. Yet, democratic
they are.

The US has occupied Iraq,
and has legal obligations to
fulfill. Nominally, we are in
charge of roads, ports, water
and waste treatment.

We have no authority over
the beliefs of Iraqi’s, their
religious faith or how they
treat their families and
neighbors.

We will be there a short
time, while physical infra-
structure is rebuilt, gover-
nance is restored and civil
institutions, press, educa-
tional system and judiciary
are rebuilt.

And then, we leave.

What seems certain is that
for some Iraqi’s, they feel
better with no water, life is
better without fuel, having
heavily armed troops is to be
preferred over local police,
chaos in government (mur-
der and vandalism) is better
than reliable services.

The truth is, I don’t live in
that world. When I turn the
faucet, I'm glad to get water.
And these violent, ill man-
nered killers are attempting
to share their view of the
world with the children,
mothers and fathers of Iraq.

It seems too difficult for

them to run for office, or to
be successful in their own
businesses - just to spite the
US.

So, we will do our best to
leave Iraq better off than
when we arrived. Ready and
able to join the rest of the
world economically and
socially. With an elected,
Iraqi government.

And I hope that not too
many of Iraq’s best are not
killed by these angry, empty
men.

David Lockhorn
nightshift@fuse.net

Pakistan should come first
¢ P)hakistan not doing

~ enough to curb terror-
ists: Zalmay’ (The
Washington Post, November
19, 2003). It's really disgust-
ing and annoying to see that
almost all the Afghan lead-
ers, viz, Mr Hamid Karzai,
Mr Abdullah Abdullah, Mr
Abdul Wakil and now Mr
Zalmay  Khalizad (US
Ambassador to Afghanistan)
have been highly critical of
Pakistan role for Taliban
insurgency in Afghanistan,
notwithstanding, Pakistan’s
efforts to curb the national
and international terrorism is
being ignored. I think they
are of the view that perhaps
Pakistani authorities are sit-
ting cross-legged and have
finger in what’s going on
over there. Some questions
arise;

First, let's know whether
Taliban are in Pakistan or in
their sweet home?

Second, what can now

Pakistan do when Taliban
are no more in power?
Third, what for the US
Marines, NATO and other
coalition forces have been
deployed over there?

Fourth, whenever
Pakistan says or does any-
thing else, then it stands
sheer interference. Why?

Fifth, being imported
from USA, when they them-
selves are unable even in the
presence of foreign troops to
tackle Taliban, then what can
Pakistan do?

And finally, do they want
Pakistan Army (from A-Z) to
be shifted and deployed in
Afghanistan to fight off
Taliban now as they had
fought against USSR Red
Army?

I am afraid Pakistan is
engaged by its domestic
mess, and unable to poke its
nose into  Afghanistan
affairs. So please let’s solve
first our own problems as
‘Pakistan comes first’. 1
believe Pakistan position has
been quite critical in terms of
terrorism because the world,
specially Western countries,
are facing up only terrorism
while Pakistan is fighting on
three fronts, i.e., terrorism,
extremism and sectarianism.

Barkatullah Marwat
Kuwait
bumarwat@hotmail.com

Canadians patronized too
live in the centre of
Canada, about seventy
five miles from the
American border so I've
heard plenty of comments

born who wrote in a letter
the editor:

“When you have finally
grasped the problems in your
backyard, we will have
leaped ahead again leaving
you even further behind cul-
turally and economically.”

We  Canadians  are
exposed to their
(Americans’) patronizing
sense of superiority all the
time, so I'd like to relate a
saying used by our North
American Indians: “When
you say you are leading us,
you are not considering that
we may not be going the
same way as you.”

Patience and a thick skin
is needed around that kind of
person.

On another issue, as a
Canadian, my country
enjoys the pleasure of mem-
bership in the
Commonwealth. [ cannot
express how desperately dis-
appointed I was that Yemen
was not admitted as a mem-
ber of the Commonwealth.

Of all the countries I
would have wanted to be
aligned with as a sibling
state, Yemen rates first.

I fervently hope Yemen
applies again. I am at an
absolute loss on this. If there
was a problem, of all the
countries | would have wel-
comed an exception for, it
would be Yemen.

Please encourage your
leaders to come again with
an application.

Bigroy M.
bigroy@mts.net

By Hassan Al-Haift
Ariel Sharon fools
no one but himself

mg or almost a week before Ariel Sharon’s
“speech of Thursday, December 18, 2003 at a
~ “security conference” (of all places) at
" Herzilya, Israel, a great PR effort was
launched to announce that Ariel Sharon was
about to make a “dramatic speech”, in which he will
outline his “agenda” for a peaceful settlement with the
Palestinians. This PR blitz included expectations of
“significant concessions” to be made in order to reach a
peaceful settlement with the Palestinians. Then the
speech came, which incidentally very few Arab chan-
nels even bothered to broadcast. Sure enough Ariel
Sharon was unfailing in showing how peace in the Holy
Land remains the farthest thing in his mind and reflect-
ing his acumen for stalling any real genuine serious
effort to achieve peace. The speech was neither dra-
matic or even hinting that indeed the Israeli
Government was fully prepared to engage in effective
negotiations towards getting the Roadmap to Peace or
any of the many peace accords already worked out with
the Palestinians, under international or American aus-
pices, on the right track towards full implementation.

Any objective observer would be at pains try to find
any meaningful content to the speech, which was clear-
ly characterized by a tone that hardly invoked any gen-
uine striving for peace. The “dramatic” speech for
peace was more an ultimatum and a dictation of “sur-
render terms” than a convincing indication that Mr.
Sharon had any real indications of ending his pogrom of
the Palestinians in whatever remains of the Palestinian
territory. Though he talked about the achievement of a
peaceful settlement based on the Roadmap, he put forth
a threat that, unless a settlement based on the Roadmap
is implemented within “several months”, Israel will
“unilaterally” sever itself from the Palestinians on its
own terms. This would mean, he pointed out, that the
Palestinians would be getting far less than they would
under the proposed Roadmap. On the other hand, in ref-
erence to the Roadmap, he did not indicate what steps
he and his Right Wing Government would take to start
the Roadmap talks. In fact, he was insistent on the con-
tinuation of his activities in the occupied areas (settle-
ment building, “security wall building” and the contin-
uation of the “hot pursuit” of what he calls “terrorist
suspects”). How dramatic can you get? Yet, he set forth
in general terms what he intends to proceed with in the
“disengagement” process (all of which are contrary to
the spirit and letter of the Roadmap and all the United
Nations resolutions vis a vis the illegitimate occupation
of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip). His reference to
the Palestinian Authority was a contemptuous one and
hardly drove across any resolve to achieve agreement
with the PA, or to end the suffering of the Palestinians
or the occupation and systematic gradual annexation of
Palestinian territory under different wishy-washy pre-
texts.

Where is Washington in all this orchestrated fanfare?
The White House credited Sharon with some positive
points, and only coolly showed disfavor to the “unilat-
eral” approach Sharon was promoting. The timing of
the Sharon speech could not be ruled out as placing a
heavy significance to the oncoming US Presidential
elections. Mr. Sharon knows well that all the candidates
would not be inclined to express any disapproval for the
approach Sharon was unilaterally declaring. On the
other hand, Ariel Sharon wanted to take the limelight
out of the international community’s disfavor with the
obvious stumbling blocks that Sharon was putling
ahead of the Roadmap, or the several efforts by unoffi-
cial and quasi-official elements from the Palestinian and
Israeli sides that reflected a more realistic approach
towards reaching a genuine settlement, in keeping with
the Roadmap and all the other agreements that have
been reached in the past.

In effect, Sharon was factually revealing to the whole
world that the Israeli Government has no real intentions
to implement the Roadmap, since he has already drawn
a comprehensive scenario as to the outcome of non-
implementation; i.e. the kind of “peace” that Israel will
impose on the ground, in keeping with the long term
Zionist aims for the full eventual annexation of all the
Palestinian territory. This would entail that Israel will
do all it can to superficially placate the efforts towards
getting the Roadmap on track, while carrying out all the
activities on the ground that will make the implementa-
tion of the Roadmap almost impossible to realize,
resorting to the usual stalling tactics and excuses that
the Israelis have a good track record of using in leading
to the failure of other peace accords reached in the past.
In essence, Ariel Sharon was underscoring the contin-
ued insistence of rejecting any drive for peace that has
any international involvement in it, because that could
put a valve of sorts to the freedom of the Israelis to carry
on with their long-term plans for the Holy Land.
Moreover, Sharon was speaking the language of an
occupier, who will continuously insist that he shall dic-
tate the terms that the guns he holds shall impose and
enforce, without regard to the international legislations
and conventions that have been developed over the
years, or the feelings of the international community,
even if it means going against the wishes of Israel’s
major sponsor and ally, the United States. We knew
what Sharon was really after and thus where under no
illusions of finding anything that Sharon could say that
might be enlightening or in the interest of real peace.
The example that Washington is setting in Iraq is of
tremendous help in deciding the real course that Ariel
Sharon and his likes would be interested in pursuing.
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By MICHAEL YOUNG *

ast Sunday, as television
stations showed footage of
a captured Saddam
Hussein, a Damascus shop-
| keeper turned to me and
said: “We got rid of him, but there is
one left. Do you know who?” I hesitat-
ed: “No, you tell me.” He answered:
“Osama bin Laden.” When someone in
my group said: “and Bush,” the shop-
keeper feigned shock and, smiling,
replied: “I know nothing about poli-
tics!”

On that day, the Syrian didn’t care
about punishing George W. Bush, even
though the US president had just signed
the Syria Accountability and Lebanese
Sovereignty Restoration Act. He was
just enjoying the disgrace of an Arab
despot.

The reaction was interesting, because
it contrasted with a purportedly more
general Arab feeling of humiliation that
Saddam had not gone down in a hail of
gunfire. Consider this lament from that
tragicomic distillation of Arab patholo-
gy, Abdel Bari Atwan, editor of the
London-based Al-Quds al-Arabi: “Tt
was a shock to us, and an insult to mil-
lions of other Arabs watching ... the
Iraqi president submitting to the humil-
iating (American) medical examina-

tion; we would have liked to see him
fight to the end and die a martyr like his
sons and grandson, or choose the death
of Hitler by firing a bullet into his head
or swallowing poison.”

Leave it to the Arabs, or more specif-
ically to their Pan-Arab publicists, to
miss out on history and transform their
potential triumphs into perceived fail-
ures. The image of a brutal and coward-
ly thug cowering in a hole should
inspire an Arab renaissance and invite
Arabs to break free from the patroniz-
ing intimidation of their leaders; yet
many persisted in seeing Saddam’s
downfall as an illustration of the
region’s failings.

Evidently, someone forgot to explain
this to the Syrian shopkeeper.

In 1ts often-simplistic belief in core
democratic values in the Middle East,
the Bush administration may be closer
to the truth than its critics give it credit
for. Many Arabs will have seen in
Saddam’s downfall something person-
ally liberating, even if the subtleties of
Middle East academia prepare one for
more than the unrefined deduction that
Arabs, like most other people, don’t
appreciate regime goons staring over
their shoulders, raping their wives,
shooting their husbands, brainwashing
their children or razing their villages.

Yet it is precisely by reaffirming such

core liberal values, by restating its
belief in the dictum “live and let live,”
that the US will emerge successfully
from its stumbling Iraqi entanglement.
Saddam’s capture bought the US valu-
able time, and his trial will surely cast
light on what a service the Bush admin-
istration did when it ended the long
Baathist nightmare. However, this time
must be put to good use as the US lays
the groundwork for a truly independent,
open and representative Iraq.

But what of the Arab world? Even
America’s harshest critics showed little
nostalgia for Saddam, though many of
them had explicitly or implicitly
praised him in the days when he was
custodian of the “eastern flank of the
Arab world,” to use author Christine
Moss Helms’ injudicious phrase. How
revealing, and relieving, it was to read
Talal Salman, an unrepentant Pan-
Arabist, writing in Beirut’s As-Safir on
Monday: “It was an end worthy of a
despot, an oppressor of his people,
weak in the face of foreign occupation
... Every dictator 1s a coward, he kills
but doesn’t fight.”

Indeed, and yet many are the dicta-
tors still thriving in our region, simulta-
neously criticized and defended by Pan-
Arab intellectuals and polemicists, who
regard them as indigenous ills, and,
therefore, more palatable than the
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Americans.

Keeping America out of the Middle
East would not be a bad idea if Arab
governments didn’t invite the contempt
that makes outside intervention in their
affairs so tolerable. In many a conversa-
tion at the start of this year, Arab and
Western opponents of an Iraq war
insisted that transformations in the
Middle East must be homegrown, and
that what the US was planning was
unacceptable. What they couldn’t
answer was why Saddam had for so
long been deemed acceptable, but also
how domestic reform was possible
under a near genocidal regime. In their
zeal to censure America, the critics

were reduced to peddling an absurdity.

That’s why Saddam’s removal and
arrest were a logical conclusion to an
illogicality, even if one might question
the Bush administration’s intentions. At
the end of the day, however, these inten-
tions will be checked by the Iraqis’
desire to fashion a country that is to
their own liking, thanks to the liberal
values the US has claimed to be
advancing. Saddam’s capture will only
reinforce such values, and through them
the wish of Iragis to avoid seeing their
country turned into an American
colony. On Sunday the US told the
Iraqis: Saddam is history; your country
is now truly yours.

There is a paradox in colonialism -
since some insist on seeing the US pres-
ence in Iraq as a neocolonial venture: It
is that indigenous elites established by
colonizers usually end up leading
national liberation struggles. The
Americans know this and are also
aware that they are giving their Iraqi
allies a stake in a new system that will
surely reject absolute American control.

If you have any doubts, then ask
yourself where else could Saddam’s
delectable televised humiliation lead?

Michael Young is opinion editor of
THE DAILY STAR. His weblog is
www.beirutcalling.blogspot.com

Israel knows it can always say no and get away with it

EssA BIN MOHAMMED AL-ZEDJALI*
ARAB NEWS

ince its creation, Israel has
been rejecting anything and
everything. There is nothing
. to halt the Israeli arrogance.

Israel sees itself above the law and
thumbs its nose at international laws.

Small wonder, Israel has no qualms
in throwing to the winds resolutions
passed by the UN and other interna-
tional organizations. Kicking them out
of the narrow window, as and when
they are adopted, has become a habit
with the Jewish entity.

The fact that it does all this despite
having to live in total isolation from
the world shows the height of its arro-
gance.

Meanwhile, the whole world strong-
ly rejects the Isracli arrogance. The
pacifists in Israel have so often
expressed their displeasure, nay, dis-
may over the abhorrent practices of the
world’s No. 1 terrorist, Ariel Sharon.

Thus, we can safely say that Israel is
like rotten food; nobody wants to come
near it. The UN members have met so
many times and discussed in depth the
events in Palestine. Every time they
met, they issued resolutions detailing
the rights and duties of each party,
paving the way for a just future and an
end to the daily bloodshed in the occu-
pied Palestinian lands.

But Israel gives a damn about these
resolutions, and instead, continues the
killings, destruction of homes; in paral-
lel, it keeps on with the construction of
settlements.

This policy of kicking international
laws and resolutions in the teeth has
been going on since 1948 when Israel
was established. The latest is Israel’s
rejection of the Geneva Initiative,
which is approved by the Palestinians
and all the peace-loving people of the
world. What is more, even the US,
which drew up a peace plan of its own
— the road map — with the UN, EU
and Russia, is inclined to approve of
the Geneva Initiative.

The world’s positive response to the
initiative is based on the fact that it
holds some hope for an end to the long,
festering conflict, which has killed
thousands of people.

Why does Israel reject all the inter-
national resolutions and give no atten-
tion to the will of the world?

This is an important question and the

The danger of multilateralism

Who can the U.S. trust?

By JANE FRANCES NOvAK™*

w here are two Iragi recon-

' struction funds: the $13 bil-
lion dollar international
donor fund and the $18.6
M.  billion dollar fund donated
exclusively and willingly by American
taxpayers

The US Department of Defense has
released guidelines for bidding on the
Iraqi reconstruction projects financed by
the American people. The Pentagon
announced that it will award contracts
from the American fund based on the
“protection of essential security inter-
ests of the US.”

The major contracts are open to the
61 countries that are participants in the
coalition. Contractors may award sub-
contracts to non-participants. The 13
billion dollar international donor fund,
which is separate, has no criteria
attached for participation.

This development is derided by some
in the US and internationally as a vin-
dictive measure that punishes those who
opposed the Iraq War.

Kofi Annan believes “we should pool
our efforts” but this advice only seems
to apply to US resources, as the UN con-
tinues to operate from Cyprus. US pres-
idential candidate, John Kerry has
labeled the guidelines as “dumb and
insulting.” The EU is investigating if the
requirement is legal and in compliance
with World Trade rules.

Putin has responded by punishing the
Iraqi people (refusing to restructure
Iragi debt). German foreign minister
Fischer ~was “astonished.” The

Canadians point to a friendly fire inci-
dent in Afghanistan, which tragically
killed several Canadian soldiers, as rea-
son for declining to join, for the first
time, in major military efforts that the
US, England and Australia all deem as
worthy.

According to the White House, the
restriction to coalition members is
intended to protect Iraqi and American
security and to encourage participation
in the coalition. Not vengeance or retri-
bution but enlightened self-interest is
said to motivate US actions. The logic
of the decision is self-evident to
President Bush: American money will
be available to those members of the
friendly coalition who risk their lives
supporting the freedom of the Iraqi peo-
ple.

Based on France’s recent actions, the
US may be wise indeed to protect itself
and its money from France, with its stat-
ed intention creating a “multi-polar”
world with itself as an antagonistic
counterweight to the US’s democratic
aims.

Dominique de Villepin, months ago,
was evasive on whether he wished to see
a US or an Iraqi victory, while claiming
the Middle East is “Europe’s back yard”
and not an area suitable for American
action. In addition to actively lobbying
Security Council members to oppose the
US, in essence supporting the genocidal
Saddam, French priorities were revealed
by the position it took during the build
up to the Iraq war. France vetoed the
installation of defensive missiles in
Turkey, a NATO member in good stand-
ing. The collective defense of an ally

(against possible WMD) was subordi-
nated to the determined anti-American
posture of France.

Why would the American people,
military and administration be now
comfortable trusting France, Germany,
Belgium, Mexico and Canada? In such
an important venture, with the future of
both America and Iraq on the line, who
can Bush trust completely: Blair,
Howard, and Aznar.

It is in the US and Iraq’s interest to
prohibit certain countries from gaining
influence over the reconstruction
process. Ulterior motives, self-interest-
ed actions, ideological sabotage, and
counterproductive actions are all famil-
iar when dealing with France and some
other countries.

The world positions itself for the
coming US elections: Hamas has said it
does not want to strengthen Bush with a
ceasefire. The EU, in opposing steel tar-
iffs, contemplated economic retaliation
targeted at key “swing” states like
Florida.

Presidents Carter and Clinton, both of
the Democratic Party, continue their
derogatory statements. Politically,
President Bush may be positioning him-
self as well, understanding that permit-
ting France, Germany and Russia to
spend American money, and to profit
from American blood spent in the cause
of freedom, made more hazardous by
allies than by internal opposition, is
unacceptable to the American electorate.

* Jane Frances Novak is a columnist
and an e-student of international rela-
tions.

reason for such abominable behavior
is: Israel knows full well that its rejec-
tion will cause no problem for it. The
US administration, Israel’s first and
permanent ally, stands guard in protec-
tion of Israel, America’s pampered and
spoilt child. Another question, which
springs to everybody’s mind, is: Why
is it that the UN Security Council is not

imposing economic sanctions on
Israel? Has not the Security Council
imposed sanctions on many erring
countries and for long periods of time?

Answering such a question is both
easy and difficult.

Israel knows well that the UN
Security Council, or any world organi-
zation for that matter, cannot impose

sanctions without US consent. No
wonder, Israel has so far rejected more
than 31 international resolutions. In
short, Israel will continue rejecting
anything and everything.

— Essa bin Mohammed Al-Zedjali
is editor in chief of The Times of
Oman.

Excelient Gareer
Opportunity

National Food Industries Co. Ltd., seeks to recruit Dynamic Personnel for the

following positions

1. Sales Manager
Responsibilities:

* Prepare Sales Forecast in conjunction with AOP Plan.
Setting up Sales and Collection Target Area Salesmen.
Follow up Trade schemes with Wholesalers and ensure execution

excellence.

Execute Consumer promotions and co-ordinate with Marketing.
Negotiate Annual Agreements with Supermarkets and Modern Trade

Channels.

Expand Distribution Channels by adding more trucks/warehouses (Asset
optimization / routing).
Develop and hire personnel where needed.

Qualifications:

e Minimum 5 years experience in Sales of Fast Moving Consumer Goods.

Age under 45 years.

College degree, preferably in business administration.
Middle east experience (preferably Gulf).
Proficiency in English.

Ability to re-locate.

Sales Representatives:

* Previous experience in Consumer Goods Sales.
Age under 35 years.

» Aggressive and Object Oriented.
Ability to work under pressure.

Outgoing personality.

Interested candidates, having the right qualifications, experience and ready to
accept a challenging career, please e-mail your CV to: info@nfic.com.sa
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The View From Here

By JamiL ABpuL KARIM*

—~ was recently at a Canadian-
 run English Language

. school here. The topic was
. the media. '

A North Korean student said the
~media is deceptive. Especially
CNN. A Yemeni gal said she
prefers the Qatar-based Al-Jazeera
News. Someone noted that CNN
beats BBC. Then, finally, a ques-
tion about newspapers.

“How do we know that what's in

~ the Yemen Times is true?”

Ah, truth.

“Well,” I proudly assured every-
one, “the Times is independent. So
the government doesn’t tell us
what to say.” Yes sir, free as a bird,
not like political organs or siate-
_sponsored papers in Saudi or
Oman or around the Arab world or,
‘heck, across town.

I refer to the Yemen Observer,
which you likely know as this

~ country’s other English paper, one
that happens to be headed by a
publisher who is the former secre-
tary of Yemen's president. Not that
we at the Yemen Times mind the
competition.

Indeed, the Times, just 13-years-
old. will soon be the only inde-
pendent paper in Yemen with its
own printing press on-site. But
what can we say about the recently
proposed law that’s obviously been
cooked up over too much gat?

If it goes through (and we're
still fighting that it does not), this
law would force all Yemen’s media
to forfeit some profits, to protect
journalists harassed by officials for
saying bad things. So, if you pay
me, then when I slap you around,
there’s money's available for your
legal defense. The logic is stun-
ning. And Yemen's independent
press, reliant on ads rather than
free political handouts, becomea
more vulnerable.

So my suggestion is that the

business. I'd call the network,
Yemen's TV Times. For one, view-
~ers won't have to read English.
Those ESL students show that
once folks here learn English, they
| just turn to TV anyway.
. And the added beauty of this
| plan is that truth won’t matter.
That’s because TV, in both the free
_ and not-so-free world, is a funny
: Imie box that smnehocw blends fact
. fmth. That’ s..why. Pmeate Jessnca
_ Lynch became the Mona Lisa of

Redford-directed mo\fle., which,

50s, who made a mint by lying and
tained: both then and now.
It shows how an angry mob, with

- gun-totting grannies and a one-
~ legged girl, storm the U.S.

“Little green men have landed in

Times now move into the TV news

straight. And we ‘n sull bury the

Email: jamil@yementimes.com

the Iraq war after mws reports of a
‘daring rescue that never was,

Look at "Quiz Show,” a Robert

like Jessica's story, means it must
be more accurate than real-life.
The story follows a real professor
on a real TV game-show in the

. I can’t tell more. The important
thing 1s the masses were enter-

Or take “Rules of Engagement.”

embassy here in Sana’a. Marines
blow in to save the day, but have

to slaughter 83 Yemeni. Written by
a former Secretary of the U.S.
Navy, the movie follows the com-
manding officer’s court-martial.
Stunned viewers learn the final

fate of key characters during the
show’s endnotes.

The thing is, it never hdppencd
The fictitious script was intended
for an unknown Latin-American
country, but the studio thought that
might p-off 30 million American
Latinos. So producers went to
Morocco, where they created the
worst Arab stereotype. and
strangest set, in memory.

Typical was the tiny, hand-paint-
ed sign in a dirty Sana’a alley for
the Taj Sheba Hotel. Strange thing.
I was recently there with Yemen
Times’ publisher Walid al-Saqqaf,
and the five-star hotel seemed
swanky as ever. Interestingly,
Walid mentioned that he saw the
wild movie-portrayal of s home-
land whiie in, of all places,
‘Washington.

So, really, what is truth? This
would be the motto of Yemen’s TV
Times. While others in TV-Land
are stuck on fluffy half-truths,
we'd report the hard lies. Like,

Qatar, and are moving towards the
space needle in Dubai, from where
they'll take over the world.”
Sure, diehard TV watchers will
believe it and jump off of tall
buildings. No problem. That's a
great newsflash. Then a movie.
With our shiny new printing press,
the Times will still have a newspa-
per — hopefully — to set everything |

Observer

Jamd Abdui Kanm comments
on Arab and western issues.

Dr. Abdulkareen Al-Qurair
Releases a New Book

BY ALI AL-GHABRI
For YEMEN TIMES

r. Abulkareem Al-Qurair
_ released his latest book
| titled Ottoman Central
Formation and Local
Administration in
Yemen (1830 — 1918) for the year
2003. This book contains six chapters.
First chapter discusses Ottoman
administrative organization and its
central political, legislative, and con-
trol formation and delegated authori-
ties. Second chapter discusses the
administrative division of Yemen and
its criterion which was implemented
during the period 1872 -1918 empha-
sizing the various orientations relative
to security and stability of the country.
Third chapter discusses the local coun-
cils in Yemen during the same period,
1872 — 1918, pointing to the various
political trends, and ideal organization-
al approaches to control Yemen.
Included in that is the implementation
of thel871 Law of General
Administration of States, and the 1913
Temporary Law of States. Fourth
chapter explains the formation of
legalization protection (judiciary, secu-
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rity and military authorities), and their
role in stabilizing the principle of sov-
ereignty of law and order. The distri-
bution of tasks in implementing above
principle was also discussed. Fifth
chapter was dedicated to discussing the
British occupation plans, and adminis-
trative posture in the nine regions dur-
ing the period 1839 — 1918. The last
chapter discussed the formation of
financial resources and expenditures in
regions, and deficits or surpluses there-
of.

overnment required

to give tourism

By ISMAEL AL-GHABIRI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

n its overall meaning the tourist
activity in general does not dif-
fer from comprehensive devel-
opment within the complete
4B. cconomic and social frame-
work in any country that has given the
tourist activity a priority among its
sectors composing its national econo-
my. Tourism development and its
goals represented by its programs
increases tourist and productive rev-
enues in the tourist sector continued
effort in planning to the best utiliza-
tion of all elements of production
forming the tourist sector, such as nat-
ural landscapes and civilization land-
marks and heritage. Related to that are
basic tourist services, material and
human and the connection and coordi-
nation between all that and projects of
infrastructure, as an urgent necessity
for the establishment of tourist devel-
opment and capacity for compatibility
between the two aspects of tourism
and tourism in general as are charac-
terized by supply and demand.

Here lies the scientific task of plan-
ning for development and sound antic-
ipation for future that is essentially
based on facts, results, studies actual
statistics and future vision through
reality and economic, tourist and secu-
rity indicators, locally, regionally and
internationally.

Upon this Yemen entertains multi-
advantage; natural and civilization-
related ones and rather a unique
advantage regionally, let alone that
those advantages have not been paid
the attention they deserve, as tourism
is up till now at a level lower that it

should be because of certain circum-
stances that Yemen has undergone.
Nevertheless, government and private
sector attention has been channeled
towards this activity and therefore
now it 1s the prime time that we focus
on Yemeni tourism and develop them
with more spacious vision and bigger
effort based on assets of this country
of tourist components and volume of
expected proceeds produced by this
activity. It is also expected that this
activity contributes in the economic
and social comprehensive develop-
ment as it is a productive and service
sector.

Diversity and multiplicity of tourist
attraction elements in Yemen and their
geographical spread and their lacking
of tourist services; land and sea,
makes providing material and human
services at every tourist site or nearby
a historical tourist landmark some-
thing necessitating priority and impor-
tance, such services can be specified
as lodging. food facilities, parks and
various sport activities, transport serv-
ices and security. Most important of
projects are those related to basic
infrastructure in those areas especially
still lacking fully or partially of basic
infrastructure projects especially if it
is taken into consideration that Yemeni
tourism is in essence a cultural one.

Out of this reality and understand-
ing the tourist development requires
the government attention as funda-
mental in tourist structure in Yemen
and its role in increasing the country’s
wealth and improving the people’s
conditions. We would therefore con-
tinue demanding for a tourist develop-
ment all over Yemen and this devel-
opment would remain an urgemt
demand till tourism in Yemen reaches
an advanced stage and takes its posi-
tion in this area at both regional and
international levels.

a“’ development a priority

Shehara bridge fascinating architecture leaves brains bewildered about how
the old Yemenis achieved this masterpiece of work

Yemen enhances
tourism

- By YASSER AL-MAVYASI

mg. he Yemeni Government is
“adopting a strategy it
hopes will attract close to
500,000 tourists in 2004
. and eventually one mil-

lion tourists a year thereafter. Yemen
is trying to win a share of about 20% of
Southeast Asian tourism market, which
has a concentration of Yemeni popula-
tion. The Government spent U. S. $80
million during this year compared to
U. S. $76 million in 2000, and U. S.
$85 million in 1998. Reports show
that there is a potential that 90,000
tourists may arrive in Yemen prior to
the end of the year compared to 80,000
and 82,000 in 1997 and 1998, respec-
tively. Yemeni tourist companies
announced in several conferences loss-
es of 40% to 60% of their revenues as
a result of terrorist acts in Yemen late-
ly as the attacks on the USS Cole, the
French oil tanker Limburg and kidnap-
ping of tourists. These attacks and oth-
ers witnessed by some Yemeni cities
negatively impacted tourism since the
1990s when tourist numbers declined
by 40%, and 90% of reservations were
cancelled. This almost paralyzed the
tourism industry in Yemen. Tourist
companies are now trying to win back
their share of the world tourism market
by concentrating on East Asia, the
Arab Gulf, and Africa. Prime Minister

Abdulgader Bajammal, emphasized on
a number of occasions lately on the
importance of tourism promotion espe-
cially relative to Yemeni islands as
they represent important attractions to
support the Yemeni economy.

Yemen has a number of islands
along its 2,500 km coastal line. The
largest group of these islands is
Socotra archipelago islands, Hunaish
which became famous as a result of the
conflict over it between Yemen and
Eritrea, of which Yemen proved its
ownership. As a result of the impor-
tance of the role these islands play in
the Yemeni tourism industry, the
Government formed a committee to
oversee the development and preserva-
tion of the islands. The Committee
drafted legislation governing the
development, services, and investment
mechanisms in those islands as well as
turning them into natural sanctuaries.
Tourist promotion campaigns have
begun about Yemeni islands on the
Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, and the
Arabian Sea, which will not only ben-
efit the national economy, but enable
the central government to better con-
trol and protect them from potential
terrorist groups. Some of the potential
investment projects for these islands
are building refueling stations for
ships, hotels, tourist resorts, and facto-
ries for canning fish and exporting
directly from there. The construction
of a YR 1.5 billion worth airport on
Socotra Island, and providing it with a
number of other investment attraction
projects are proofs of the interest of the
Government in those islands.

Yemeni folkloric
clothes, disappearing

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

- emeni industry of folk-
* loric clothes and fashion
are fading away gradual-
ly from the market and
imported fashions are
‘;]owly aakmg their place. Yemen has
a variety of designs for its traditional
clothes based on the region, its weath-
er patterns, and agricultural products
used in clothes industry. Studies con-
ducted by professionals in the field,
centers tasked with preservation of
heritage, and westerners who worked
in Yemen, define garments based on
regions.

The escarpment inhabitants, for
instance, use clothing characterized by
fine workmanship in the material. A
typical garment covers the body com-
pletely, with an opening on the chest
that may be buttoned up, long and
widely open-ended sleeves sometimes
reaching below the knee. Grooms
often use this type of garment. In the
same regions, a part of the garment is
a headgear, which differs from males
to females. Men use a hat and wind a
wool piece of cloth to represent a tur-
ban, and women a silk scarf, and a
piece of semi-transparent black cloth
to cover the face. These clothes are
characterized by a high degree of artis-
tic embroidery, a famous Yemen tradi-
tional handicraft. Coastal regions, on
the other hand, use clothing that is
largely made of cotton be in harmony
with hot weather with some parts of
the body may be exposed. Whether in
mountainous or coastal regions,
Yemeni traditional dresses have a
great deal of yamn or metal embroidery
with varying densities relative to the

PHoTO BY YasSER AL-Mayvyasi

region. Traditional garments are still
in use in weddings, holiday seasons,
and even death, and fabric industry
and handicraft have been associated
with superstition in some regions.
Traditional garments are also essential
components of tourist attraction
schemes where tourists take them back
home to display Yemeni art. Today,
these beautiful garments are slowly
fading away as a result of abandoning
handicraft professionals due to lack of
support. The decrease of demand in
the local market, lack of proper pro-
motion campaigns, and non-participa-
tion in regional and international exhi-
bitions are some of the deterioration
factors.
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nts concerning the opening of a new Chinese Restaurant in Sheraton Gold Mohur

of weekend to rest after a long time with no break to visit this hotel and explore it after
tel cordially invited me and family to spend two nights to judge for myself.

nditioned coach, and to my surprise it only took us 10 minutes to get there, for I had the

1 is built on a peninsula a surrounded by turquoise blue water overlooking the beautiful

intain View rooms including 16 suites and one Presidential suite. The hotel is equipped
travelers." We have every convenience available, from satellite televisions to the state of
ager.” In addition families will appreciate free Meals for children under the age of three,

s include a business center with internet access, and a health center with a gym, sauna and
tlable water sports, along with a swimming pool for adults, and for children.

3 place in Yemen to have a decent Chinese meal with
overlooking the magnificent view of Elephant Bay". The restaurant is Supervised by Chef

o
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y Al-Balagh weekly,
=] 16 Dec.2003.

Main headlines

* A source discloses to al-Balagh
reasons behind the human rights
minister’s cancellation of her visit
to America

*« America senator accuses Saudi
Arabia as the major financier of
al-Qaeda after September events

+ Saddam Hussein capture, would it
open the door of more
comprehensive and  stronger
resistance”?

*  Volume of Saudi-Yemeni
exchange of trade; YR37 billion,
980 million

The newspaper’s political editor says
it is normal that reports of capturing
Saddam Hussein at the hands of the
American occupation forces arouses
many questions , some dealing with
the event itself and some about its
results and consequences. Away from
what it should and what shouldn’t
there remains the question about post-
Saddam arrest Iraq in that whether by
the arrest of Saddam America has
ended cards of the political game and
the American soldiers have begun
preparing for departure or that the
White House would surprise the inter-
national community with the decision
of staying for a longer period? Of
course it is not difficult for the White
House to find the justification or trick
for that.

If the American forces did mot leave
Iraq how would the situation in it be?
The writer says in case the coalition
forces decided to stay the success
achieved by the occupying troops
would confirm it would be an intro-
duction to a bigger failure even if that
success represented a card for Bush to
play in elections propaganda. But con-
tinuous rise in number of American
soldiers killed in Iraq would affect
negatively Bush’s stance inside the
United States. The event’s strategy
inside Iraq it would be a better situa-
tion for the resistance that would be
logically fiercer for many reasons.
Among those reasons is that Saddam
Hussein's continuous being out of the
reach of the American troops was giv-
ing American politicians an opportu-
nity to link between the resistance in

The Hindustan Times

India and Pakistan decided on Friday
that they would restart services of the
Samjhuata Express from January 15,
2004, after a gap of two years. The deci-
sion came after two days of talks
between delegations of the two coun-
tries.

The Times of India

The Bombay Stock Exchange's

Die Welt
Germany’s IFO economic research
institute said Friday it expects the
German economy to grow by 1.8
percent next year.

Sueddeutsche Zeitung
German  Chancellor  Gerhard
Schroeder said more reforms are
needed to help economy recovery

Manila Bulletin

President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
Friday named Cesar A.V. Purisima,
chairman and executive officer of the
auditing firm SGV &Co., as the new
secretary of the Department of Trade
and Industry to replace Manuel Roxas
I, who resigned last week to pursue his
senatorial bid in the May 2004
elections. "

The Philippine Star
Socio-economic Planning Secretary

Iraq and Saddam Hussein and to
intensify the claim that resistance
operations are connected to the person
of Saddam.

The arrest of Saddam has made the
occupation forces the possibility of
linking resistance to Saddam support-
ers and closes the door before the
interim governing council to adopt the
pretext of the occupation policy and
moreover the absence of Saddam may
open the chance for a comprehensive
resistance.

Al-Wahdawi weekly,
organ of the Nasserite
Unionist Organisation, 16
Dec.2003.

Main headlines

* Unidentified person attacks a
Dutch citizen

3 persons killed in tribal fighting in

Shuaib district

* In Dhalie, Unknown motives
behind attacking services director
residence

« French company begins operation
of Yemeni communications

* Human rights solidarity
committee in Taiz accuses
criminal investigations of abusing
prisoners’ rights

« Fire devours seven trade shops in
old Sana’a

Columnist Ali al-Saqqaf says in his
article I do not think that any solici-
tous Arab has not felt the disdain
while watching the film broadcast by
the Americans and reported by TV
channels of president Saddam Hussein
in that tragic image. However we dif-
fer or agree with policies and style of
Saddam Hussein’s rule the desperate
scene portraying him would inevitably
harm feelings of most of the Arabs.
Those who know Saddam Hussein,
even his enemies, testify he is a coura-
geous man and could not surrender
easily. What happened is more like a
mystery though it is more possible
that the Americans have taken
Saddam unawares in depending on
reports and surprised him with a mate-
rial paralyzing his ability to act as a
man who knows well what would hap-
pen to him incase he surrendered or
fell in his enemies hands.

In fact the goal behind the American

benchmark 30-share sensitive index
closed at 5,541.35 points on Friday, up
86.35 points.

The Hindu
Costlier fuels in India pushed up
inflation to 5.38 percent for the week
ended December 6 - the fourth week in a
row that saw rising inflation - even as
prices of vegetables, rice and some edi-
ble oils declined.

S

—

after the parliament approved on
Friday a package of reforms.

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

Germany’s two chambers of
parliament overwhelmingly approved

an 8.9 billion euros (11 billion US
dollars) tax cut and welfare reform
program aimed to revitalize its
staggering economy.

Romulo Neri said Friday that the
country’s economy is estimated to have
grown by 4.2 percent this year, lower
than the 4.4 percent growth posted last
year mainly due to the drop in exports
and a slowdown in industrial activities.

Philippine Daily Inquirer
President Arroyo Friday reminded the
military of the largesse it was receiving
under her administration, leading some
soldiers to conclude that she was
courting their support in next year’s
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Main headlines

Prcs:dent Saleh confirms no devetapmem wnhout secumy and stmng

 armed forces

* U S. administration appreciates Yemeni ccmpemﬂon in secunty
-;PM New blmch of f r.ancmi and acommw reforms

. Intcnor minister: Cmnc rate dropped by 18%
New oil discoveries in sector 51 of Nexen Company
"HR minister Sousawa: Democracy conference a chance for explammg
Yemen's efforts in human rights field '
.Pmpamtmy committee of Yemeni-Saudi Coardmauan Cfmnml convenes

late ﬁn-; month

Faliowmg Saddam cﬁpture German and Dutch persons stabbed in Sana’a
YSP prisoners, forced pension, coercive expuismn of remaining cxwhan'

and military cadres

4 days following Sadd.am capture, former Iraq governor Boudine in

Sana’a

Yemeni smdents in Indla mamiam their smke _

First judicial ¢ conference fails in budge its corruption.

Local councils hy-alectmns, bad repetition of bad paﬂumcntaly electmnb:
'UNICEF report Yemen bigger expenditure, less education

Arab anempi to outﬂank the 1nternal10na1 cmvennori fm’ fightmg_

Democracy confercncé mmdmws Journalists Syndlca.tc $ draft 1aw
British ambassadar cxmc;zes exaggetatzun that Yemen possessas 50

million pleces of 1 weapons

Deputy Chairman of chambers of wmmerce and mdustry union: Lookmg.
forward for Chinese investment in tourism and oil -
Saddam capture 1,gmtes Iraq; people wrath :

~ Parliament approves treaty against war and genocide

~ Police stations change minor cases into dangerous crimes
Strategic road pm;ect to hnk:sevea gavemorates - .
A demand for t.reaung Ye.mem teachcrs at the same footing with GCC

teachers

Repercussions of Saddam arrest, Emexgency in Saﬂa a, abchsh of -
American ambassador wsn toal-Jawf - |

- Tagamou condemns violation of the iaw and, refuses gﬂumahsm law
Al-Ahdal: Orgamzatmn keeps‘ “cluster cells" in Yemen

Holland reduces its aid to Yemen to half

Washington i in a test to prove

end of ocenpanon“?

the ciemocranc examp!e in Imq

Former American Staic Department ofﬁ(;!a_l spokesman Al Qaeda
members regain activity in the Arabian Peninsula

Iragis continue resisting American cewpaﬂon . e

Dutch tourist stabbed, 5 killed in Dhalie and Sana'’s a.

Al-Attwani: Saddam arrest not he end of Iraq

Police continues detaining wocrsl‘uppcrsai theﬁramd Mosque

Yemeni students in India, sit-in

Yemen to hosts the biggest world democmtlc dcmonsh‘aﬂbn .
P‘arhamem budget committee questions the govemment .
:Yemem -Chinese committee dxscusses madernumg wéafvmg faasory

The Dawn
Pakistani Foreign Minister
Khurshid Kasuri said on Friday that
Pakistan had not dropped its demand
to solve Kashmir issue based on the
United Nation's resolutions.

The Nation
Prices of natural gas are likely to go

Nigeria's treasury will shortly be
boosted with 88 million US dollars, the
Swiss government having approved
repatriation of the sum traced to funds
looted away by former head of state the
late General Sani Abacha.

Weekend Vanguard
Seven labor leaders including the
Internal Auditor of Nigeria Labor
Congress Bright Anokwuru as well as
dozens of workers were on Friday
severely beaten up and arrested by a

People Daily
Kenya has signed 10 treaties with the
African Union, which are set to place
the country in a more active role in the
promotion of law and order on the con-
tinent.

East African Standard
A total of 10 diplomatic missions to
Kenya said on Friday that they expect

up in March in Pakistan, due to rising
international oil prices.

The News:

Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf has almost decided to
vacate the post of the Chief of Army
Staff and appoint his successor before
October, sources said on Friday.

combined team of policemen and sol-
diers from Area G police command,
Ogba, Lagos.

Saturday Punch

While commending the investigation
of some former ministers over the 214
million US dollars National Identify
Card scam, National President of the
Christian Association of Nigeria Peter

Akinola insisted that there were still
corrupt ministers in Obasanjo’s cabinet
and civil service.

the east African country to implement a
new
constitution in the next few months.

Daily Nation
Negotiations on ending the Sudan’s
civil war are stuck on the key issue of
sharing oil revenues, but the gap
between the two sides is narrowing.

operation is humiliating all the Arabs
in person of Saddam and for the inter-
est of the Zionist entity whose prime
minister was the first congratulators.
The Arabs and Muslims have nothing
now but resistance and nipping the
American-Zionist project in the bud
so that the day won’t come when we
find ourselves under the American
heavy boots tramping on our necks.
Iraqg and Saddam are but he very
beginning.

. RAY weekly, organ of Sons
| of Yemen League party,
16 Dec.2003.

Main headlines

* Faithful Youth group leads enmity
campaign against America

* Symposium on Yemen and the
GCC

* Population change in the Middle
East motivates peace efforts

Columnist Khalid al-Harwaj says in
his article there is a seven- year space
of time between the first judiciary
forum and the first judiciary confer-
ence. This is a long period of time if
looked at through the perspective of
events and changes the world has wit-
nessed.

Along all those years the only thing
that changed was the title as the word
forum was replaced by conference.
The regrettable thing is that all the
problems discussed by the forum
seven years ago and considered the
main and direct cause of the shaken
picture of this vital apparatus have
today been submitted to the first con-
ference .and the visions and solutions
the conferees see as the way for the
solving judiciary problems are the
same that had been submitted at the
forum.

Since the first forum and the forums
that followed could not change the
condition of judiciary, I dare confirm
that this conference would not be able
to effect a change. Perhaps there
would be a second and a third confer-
ence and situations of judiciary would
remain as they are and would not dif-
fer from those of the rest of the state
institutions.

Al-Sahwa weekly,
18 Dec.2003.

Main headlines

= President: Democracy not for the
army

* Military men threaten to resort to
judiciary if Kuhlani does not
apologize

Columnist Abdulmalik al-Shaibani
says in his article though I admit that
Saddam had very negative impact on
the Iraqis and others, but is it right to
shorten Iraq and its concerns and

issues and problems to be personified
in one person called Saddam? Or is
not this a matter disagreeing with
logic of things and nature of issues?
It seems that arresting Saddam does
not form an end to the bad conditions
in Iraq and the Iragis. As a nation,
peoples and states, we are accused of
being dragged and tied to the past and
we get preoccupied with it at the
expense of our present and future.
Whatever the case might be it seems
the very important is not to indulge
deeply in the past but rather turn our
attention to the future that might be
more tragic if the Iraqgis have not been
aware because none of their Arab and
Muslim brothers could not come into
their support as each of our peoples
are under huge burdens of woes and
problems.

Al-Thawri weekly, organ
of the YSP,
18 Dec.2003.

Main headlines

* Ten days after the attack on
HRITC offices in Taiz, JMP holds
security responsible for delay in
capturing perpetrators

¢« The poor in Zuraika subject to
extortion of specialists and
oppression of local council

On government inability and opposi-
tion misery columnist Abdulla al-
Dahmashi says the government of
prime minister Abdulgader Bajammal
announced the state budget draft for
the year 204, admitting a deficit
amounting YR 63 billion I hoped that
[ would read in the opposition news-
papers some scientific analysis by
economic experts disclosing for the.
reader the truth about the financial
deficit in the draft budget so that the
citizen would know the necessity that
imposed on the government additional
costs exceeding its revenues by more
than YR63 billion. The opposition
condemned the government inability
and assailed its tendency towards a
new increase in prices but did not
touch on the absence of development
indicators in the budget. Expenditure
is exceeds revenues and the deficit is
bigger that the government ability to
provide what its public spending
require. The opposition is parallel to
the authority in democratic systems, it
is a shadow government supposed to
issue a budget parallel to the govern-
ment draft budget explaining with it
the best it would have offered if it
were in power. If we concede that the
Yemeni opposition is lagging behind
such a forward position, the absence
of scientific analysis of the budget
draft and demonstration of the corrupt
side of the revenue and expenditure is
an indication of the political aware-
ness misery and despair of the opposi-
tion parties.

The Times

Libya on Friday night took a
significant  step  towards  full

international rehabilitation when its
leader Colonel Gaddafi indicated that he
would dismantle his nation’s program of
weapons of mass destruction and limit
the range of long-range missiles.

The Guardian
The US chief administrator in Iraq,
Paul Bremer, survived an apparent
assassination attempt when a roadside
bomb exploded near his armored
convoy and gunmen fired on the
vehicles as they sped away. it emerged

The Independent:

Pop star Michael Jackson was
expected to fly to Britain on Saturday
night on a promotional tour that will go
ahead in spite of his forthcoming court
appearance on child sex charges.

The Financial Times
British Prime Minister Tony Blair
faced fresh accusations ofcronyism after
David Triesman, the Labor Party’s
outgoing general secretary, was made a
life peer and appointed a whip in the
Lords.

Asahi
one-quarter of the Ground Self-
Defense Forces to be dispatched to Iraq
will serve exclusively as guards for their
colleagues, reflecting the dangers they
will face there.

Mainichi
The Ground Self-Defense Forces will
hire Iragi security assistants and liaison
personnel while carrying out operations
there.

Yomiuri
The Health, Labor and Welfare
Ministry has begun to call on vaccine
makers to distribute the product to
medical institutions where it s
particularly scarce to cope with the
current shortage.

Nihon Keizai
Matsushita Electric Industrial Co.,
Lid. (MEI) will take control of
Matsushita Electric Works, Ltd. (MEW)
by increasing share-holding.
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ured in his speech, He
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isely.

" “ Allah accepts the repentance”

Of those who do evil in
Ignorance and repent
Soon afterwards; to them
Will Allah turn in merey:

For Allah is full of knowledge

And wisdom.”
SHATT ey
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A letter to the teachers of English: 36

Understanding
and
memorization

Dr..M.N.K.BOSE
(BOSE@y.net.ye)
Associate Professor of
. | English,

| Faculty of

Ibb.

Dear Fellow teachers,
= riting in the Culture

" section, Mr Rayan
Mohammed
(Yemen Times, 25

i August 2003), has

convincingly argued that memoriza-

tion is overtaking understanding these
days in the classrooms, mainly because
there is a lot of memorizing in the
learning culture of Islam such as mem-
orizing the verses of the Holy Quraian
and the sayings of Prophet
Mohammed(PBUH). He has, rightly 1
suppose, pleaded for changing the
classroom teaching and testing
methodologies in order to develop
understanding of the learners. 1 would
like to thank him for his thoughtful
suggestion, for such suggestions com-
ing from the public would definitely
make our classroom teaching easier.
One of the reasons why most of
the teachers load the students with
materials for memorizing is to satisfy
the parents, especially in the private
schools. I still remember my teacher
friends who were severely blamed by
the parents for not giving a lot of
homework to their children specially
for memorizing. Some of our elders
equate memorization with learning,
wrongly I think, for that has been the
learning tradition in many cultures. In

India, for example, in the past, learning

was nothing but memorizing what the

€gurusi recited from the Vedas and

Scriptures. Such a tradition has taken

strong roots in the educational system

and we find it difficult to root it out.
Another reason for memorization to

occupy the front stage is that it

demands less work from the teachers.

On the other hand, making students

understand, especially in English

classes, is really a difficult task and
the teacher has to work hard to achieve
it. Most of the teachers take the easy

3

way out: read, translate and ask the
students to memorize the answers for
the sake of examinations. Most of the
time, the exams demand only memo-
rization and very little understanding.

But, as pointed out by Mr. Rayan
Mohammed, understanding has clear
advantages over memorization. First of
all, it has a long-term benefit, helping
our students lifelong; secondly, it gives
our students a good support in life,
because one has to understand things
for better living; thirdly, a language is
meaningfully learnt only when the
learner understands it, not just memo-
rizes something; fourthly, how long
can one memorize and how much? It
may be possible for someone to mem-
orize answers when he/she is in the
preparatory or secondary classes, but it
is not going to possible in higher class-
es, is it?

So, why donit we teach English
in order to develop understanding?
How to do it? The use of the mother
tongue is helpful in this regard, BUT,
as I have already pointed out, using it
only when necessary. The use of teach-
ing aids such as drawings on the black-
board, pictures in the book, pictures
cut out of magazines, real objects etc.
will improve understanding. Using
English in situations familiar to the
learners is an important technique in
the development of understanding. In
addition to introducing Fatmais family
(Unit 3 Pupilis Book 1), make them
say something about their own families
through questions such as éHow many
brothers do you have? What is the
name of your sister?i In addition to
Saleh telling Tim where he can buy
orange juice (Unit 7 PB1), let Wafa(in
your class) tell Fatma (in your class)
where she can buy a good dictionary.
Activities of this kind will ensure and
enhance the learnersi understanding in
the English classes. After all, the main
objective of teaching English is to
make our learners understand, isnit it?
Try your best. Good luck.

Yours fraternally,
Dr.M.N.K.Bose

Ramadan

in Mukalla

By Dr. N.
RAMACHANDRAN NAIR
PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH,
FACULTY OF EDUCATION
HADHRAMOUT
UNIVERSITY

EMaIL:

nrnair2001 @ yahoo.co.in

The simple folk of Mukalla
soulfully

Rooted in Islam, changed Mukalla
utterly

By their fast during the Ramadan,
holy,

Days became nights and nights
days, everything changed completely.

An outsider is impressed by their
trust and thrust on Ramadan

Prayer times are meticulously
announced

People unfailingly move to
mosques with a vow pronounced

To pray and do good for all to the
extent they can.

In the night, Mukalla market of
diverse sorts

Becomes packed with men, women
and children

The buying spree lingers on to the
small hours,

No sense of fear or insecurity, only
joy and freedom glisten.

Goods of all kinds... dress,

cosmetics, ornaments,

Food articles, soft drinks, spices,
electronic appliances

Carpets, mats, drapery, hosiery
items, brought from all corners

Are bought with ease in big
measures.

Ramadan days here for all make

A rare occasion to give and take

Ramadan days make them pure and
wake

Them to part with or share
whatever they have.

With their kith and kin near and far

Who may need their help and
wishes

To fare forward and make gains

In their onward march of life near
or far.

Eid, the finale of Ramadan at
Mukalla

Is celebrated for five days in a
jocund way.

The beaches stretching from
Mukalla to Fua

Become filled with men, women
and children, gay.

The people of Mukalla affirm

Their re-dedication to Allah in one
voice

Their words and deeds confirm

Their awakening and wholesome
rise

Do awake, arise and act.


mailto:ramakantasahu@yahoo.com
mailto:BOSE@y.net.ye
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Injury bites deep into Chelsea squad

By CLARE LOVELL

HARLINGTON (Reuters) - Injury,
sickness and suspension are eating into
Chelsea’s ranks at one of the busiest
times of the season and Claudio
Ranieri says he has few tinkering
options left when his side meet neigh-
bours Fulham on Saturday.

The Italian coach, who with the help
of Roman Abramovich’s millions has
forged a side to challenge Arsenal and
Manchester United at the top of the
premier league, is notorious for switch-
ing his players each match.

But he has lost strikers Jimmy Floyd
Hasselbaink to suspension and Eidur
Gudjohnsen to ankle ligament injury as
well as midfielders Emmanuel Petit,
who is recovering from knee surgery,
and Juan Sebastian Veron with a back
ailment.

On Friday he learned at the team’s
training session that Claude Makelele,
the dynamo of Chelsea’s midfield this
season, had a temperature and might
also miss the derby.

“l may have lost my battery,”
Ranieri said referring to the France
international. “It leaves me with very
few possible changes to make.”

Chelsea have slumped in the last
week, losing to Bolton at home last
Saturday, only their second league
defeat of the season but one that
knocked them off the top of the table.

On Wednesday they were knocked
out of the League Cup by Aston Villa.

“lI don’t want to make excuses.
There are no excuses. We have a squad
of 22 champions. If some champions
can’t play the other champions will
play,” Ranieri said, adding that he
looked to his highly paid side to rise to
the occasion after the unaccustomed
double defeat.

Rocky patch

Last season the south west London
side went through a rocky patch in
December and never recovered well
enough to challenge the top two.

This season they have more than
$170 million (96 million pounds)
worth of new talent to call upon, but
Ranieri said he had not expected to
start the season so well.

“We have already exceeded my
expectations,” he said. “With 10 new
players you cannot expect us to have
the consistency of Manchester United
or Arsenal.”

Chelsea’s Italian manager Claudio Ranieri, pictured in a file photo, says he
has few tinkering options left when his side meet neighbours Fulham on
Saturday. Chelsea have been hit by injury, sickness and suspension at one of
the busiest times of the season. REUTERS/Mike Finn-Kelcey

Fulham, 11 points behind Chelsea in lham will be difficult,” Ranieri said.

fourth place, have never beaten their
glamorous neighbours in the premier
league but will see a chance to end that

“The new manager (Chris Coleman) is
very clever and has done a terrific job.
Derbies are tough matches.”

record at Loftus Road on Saturday.

United decide on Ferdinand

By BILL BARCLAY

LONDON (Reuters) - Manchester
United manager Alex Ferguson must
decide whether Rio Ferdinand is in the
right frame of mind to play against
Tottenham Hotspur on Sunday after the
defender was banned for eight months
over a missed drugs test.

The severity of the ban, described as
“savage” by United, has left a question
mark over Ferdinand’s readiness for top
level soccer even though he can play until
January 12 when the suspension comes
into force.

The England centre back, who was also
fined 50,000 pounds, will miss Euro 2004
and the rest of United's season if the
club’s planned appeal fails to shorten the
suspension.

As United marshal their arguments,
they must also weigh the fact that
Ferdinand’s ban could be increased. The
maximum possible ban for his offence is
two years.

United’s squad gathered at their
Carrington training base on Saturday
before the premier league match at
Tottenham.

Before the ban was announced,

Manchester United defender Rio
Ferdinand faces the media as a
statement is made by his solicitor
after his Football Association (FA)
disciplinary hearing at the Reebok
Stadium in Bolton. REUTERS/Darren
Staples

Ferguson said he intended to play
Ferdinand against Spurs whatever the
outcome of the hearing.

‘Wake-up call

The British media on Saturday were
almost united in shock at the severity of
the penalty.

Some drew attention to the fact that

Who's taking care of you? ™

Sheraton Gold Mohur
HOTEL & RESMIR]

Aeden

Ferdinand’s ban was longer than that
handed out in Italy to Dutch players
Edgar Davids and Jaap Stam after they
tested positive for nandrolone.

Australian goalkeeper Mark Bosnich
was banned for nine months in April for
testing positive for cocaine while at
Chelsea.

Ferdinand was found guilty of “failure
or refusal” to take a test on September 23
at Carrington. The 25-year-old passed a
doping test conducted 36 hours later.

But one Daily Telegraph writer
described the verdict as *“a wake-up call
for English football’s small narcissistic
fraternity who are more interested in
enjoying the trappings of their profession
than in fulfilling responsibilities to the
game that rewards them so handsomely.”

Soccer’s world ruling body FIFA,
meanwhile, remained silent. FIFA presi-
dent Sepp Blatter had come in for criti-
cism after urging firm action by the FA
against Ferdinand and his wish appeared
to have been granted by Friday’s verdict.

FIFA’s head of communications
Markus Siegler said on Saturday that the
ruling body would not comment until it
had received all the documentation on the
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Aries

(Mar 21 - Apr 19)

You won't have much time for
rest, but with your energy and
high-spirited approach to life, you
will make a difference to everyone
you encounter today. Kind words
do make a difference.

Taurus

(Apr20-May20)
Help the older people in your life
prepare for upcoming events.
Someone will be reluctant to ask
you for something. A little
thoughtfulness will go a long way
today.

Gemini

(May 21 - Jun 20)

There will be plenty of activity in
the romance department today.
Getting involved with someone
you work with could lead to
trouble in the new year. Don't take
a foolish risk.

Cancer

(Jun 21 - Jul 22)

This can be a perfect day if you

don't stop. Work-related events

will prove to be beneficial.

Remember: Doing well
rofessionally will help your family
n the future.

Leo

(Jul 23 - Aug 22)

Your ability to organize will make
a good impression on those who
could make a difference to your
career. Romance will lead to a
litthe adventure.

Virgo

(Aug 23 - Sep 22)

Things may be tense around
home, so avoid nasty
conversations. Take younger
family members out of the house
rather than try to keep them busy
and out of trouble at home.

O3 XE®: K X

(Sept 23 - Oct 22)

others will make your day even
better.

(Oct 23 - Nov 21)
This will be a vital day to tie up

considered how much you really

Libra

Running around to pick up last-
minute items will turn out to be fun
and will likely lead to a chance
meeting with someone you have
been thinking about. Pleasing

Scorpio

loose ends. Double-check your
bank account before you go out.
Don't buy anything until you have

need it.

Sagittarius
(Nov 22 - Dec 21)

You will be excitable, anxious and
willing to go the extra mile today.
Channel your energy into a
worthwhile cause. Romantic
possibilities are present

Capricorn

(Dec 22 - Jan 19)

You may want to watch your back
today. If you have been working
on some deals and feel someone
is jealous of your progress, cover
all the angles yourself. You may
make promises that are hard to
live up to.

Aquarius

(Jan 20 - Feb 18)

Focus on what you can do for
others today. Your generosity will
be welcomed. New partnerships
may form or a romantic encounter
may develop.

Pisces

(Feb 19-Mar 20)

Don't expect things to run
smoothly today. Someone may try
to confuse you about what you
are supposed to do. Ask
questions and you can avoid
mistakes. Don't panic.
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Sony Unveils World’s First ‘Running’ Humanoid Robot

By Edwina Gibbs

TOKYO (Reuters) - He may not be
able to give you a run for your money
but one quick step for Sony Corp.’s
Qrio humanoid robot is one big step
for robots in general.

Electronics and entertainment giant
Sony said on Thursday that it had
developed the world’s first running —
okay, jogging — robot.

“All around the world, universities
and think tanks have been researching
how to make robots run but we are
pleased to announce that we have
done it first,” Toshi Doi, an executive
vice president at Sony told a news
conference.

The sleek and diminutive Qrio,

which until recently had been known
as Sony’s SDR robot entertaining
crowds with fluid and funky dance
motions, can now trot at a speed of 15
yards per minute.

If 23-inch, 15-pound Qrio were
average human-size, that would trans-
late into 1.5 miles an hour.

The big technological break-
through, says Sony, was in getting
both the robot’s feet to lose contact
with the ground at once. Up until now
humanoid or two-legged robots have
needed to have one foot on the floor to
move stably.

“The hardest part was theoretical.
Humanoid robots like Sony’s older
Qrios and Honda’s Asimo have been
based on a theory which dictates that

there must be contact with the floor.
We had to develop a new theory,” said
Doi.

Other enhancements for the latest
version of Qrio include more
advanced finger control that allows
him, swiveling like a baseball pitcher,
to throw a light ball some three to four
yards, and hold fans while dancing.

Sony’s robot developers admit how-
ever that Qrio’s running prowess has
some way to go.

Its running distance is still short and
it is not yet ready to join older models
that entertain at Sony’s promotional
events because the technology that
allows those models to get up when
they fall needs to be enhanced for the
new Qrio.

The next challenge, said Doi, is to
make Qrio’s running motion less jog-
ging-like and more like an athlete’s.

At the moment, Qrio’s time with
both feet off the ground is dhly 40
milliseconds, compared with around
one second managed by athletes, he
said.

Sony, which also makes the Aibo
robot dog, a sell-out success when it
debuted in 1999, said it still doesn’t
have a timetable for commercializing
Qrio. whose name is short for “quest
for curiosity.”

And Doi admits a running Qrio is
not necessarily a helpful product.

“It’s not useful. Sony doesn’t make
useful robots. Sony makes robots that
entertain,” he said.

Image shows composite image of Elephant’s Trunk Nebula, an elongated dark globule within the emission nebula IC
1396 in the constellation of Cepheus, one of the first images from the new Spitzer Space Telescope released by NASA
on December 18, 2003. The new Spitzer Space Telescope, that looks at the cosmos with infrared detectors, has lifted
the dust veils from newborn stars and a bumptious comet, and revealed the detail in the spiral arms of a neighboring
galazy. Unlike the Hubble Space Telescope, which takes pictures of the universe from high in Earth orbit, Spitzer
makes its observations as it trails behind Earth as our planet circles the sun. REUTERS/NASA

Image shows multiwavelength composite of Messier 81, a nearby galaxy located in the constellation Ursa Major, one
of the first images from the Spitzer Telescope released by NASA on December 18, 2003. The new Spitzer, which looks
at the cosmos with infrared detectors, has lifted the dust veils from newborn stars and a bumptious comet, and
revealed the detail in the spiral arms of a neighboring galaxy. Unlike the Hubble Space Telescope, which takes pic-
tures of the universe from high in Earth orbit, Spitzer makes its observations as it trails behind Earth as our planet
circles the sun. REUTERS/NASA
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| VG with price busters all airlines.
| e o Tel: 219890/ 270750
| i g ::t:iz?: 22?;?,2;?; Alkumaim Trading Center Hadda st.

B WESTERN UNION

the fastest way to send and receive money worldwide.
AL-HAMD FOR EXCHANGE.

Sana’a, Al-Tahreer St Tel:286362, 273064
Hadda st.Near Al-Komaim center. Mobile 73773333

adda St. Opp. Emirates Airlines
elefax: b06788, P.O. Box 5517

B Al-Nasim Travel & Tourism. For
domestic & international air tickets

o0t 1 Travel
S panald il pa

e oy

| PO.Box 19354, Sana‘a. Tel. 216028. 40072273, Fax: 400555
| Email: wanthony @ griffin-ltd.com

Cargo

B Al-Nasim Cargo
Forwarders for packing
customs clearance, domestic
IL\; mnternational forwarding
air & sea. Contact: Al
Nasim cargo forwarder
{Al-Zubain 5t Sanaa. Tel:
903 / 216048 / 407905
Global Logistics,
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Tel.: 967-1-208808 - 408518
Fax: 208897,
Email: yempac@y.net.ye
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: A REPUBLIC OF YEMEN.
WEB:hip/www.yempac.com,
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W Red Sea
Packing,General Trading
Ageney.(Circle
International ). Packing.
Travels, Forwarding,
Custom Clearance, Copiers,
Faxes, Stencil Duplicators
Copy printers. Tel: 264089
/0907124 Fax: 00967-1-
264104/417387. Email:
redsea@y.net.yve. Hadda
Complex B. 6. P.O.
Box:19227,Sana’a, ROY,
B YEMEN PACKING &
FORWARDING
CO.YEMPAC CARGO)

WORLDLINK INT'L

Freight

Customs

Transport

Packing

PO, Box: 5586 - Sana‘a- YR
Tel: +967-1-444550-441935/6
Fax: +967-1- 444540
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Tel: Y67-1-208898, Fax:
967-1-208897

E-mail: yempac@ y.net.ye.
Operations:
408518/7904603

Sales & Mkt: 408517/
73208898,

Clearance: 408518,

Global Logistic Solutions
International Fright
Forwarders (Land/Sea/Air).
Weather Proof Packing,
removals & Warehousing
International Door-to-door

services (Worldwide). |
Customs clearance.
Exemption
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Our Achelvments are the

foundation to our reputation

Situation
Vacant

B Requierd a translator
from arabic to English
and English to Arabic
Done by Teacher from
UK only in Taiz : please
contact 73605146

B Reguierd A
reputed company A well
qualified Yemeni sale
manager for their tender
activities, pls contact
e-mail:whatacat@
softhome.net

B Requierd for the
meridian Institute of
English and computer
Six English teachers
three computer teachers
pls contact: 73212872

B Required for a
reputed  company.an
experienced secretary
.knowing independint
Englis/Arabic
pondence
proficiant incomputers
(Female) Po box 3898
email: whatacat@
softhome.net

B Required a civil
engineer, well qualified

Y

tor

M M 2 ™

corres
and

§

in English and
computer. Please contact at:
71145887,

B Required for a reputed
company, a Tagalog speaking
executive secretary
(male/female) fluent in English
correspondence and
Computers.Good salary. Please
post CV to 3898 or email:
whatacal@ softhome.net

B Al-Safeer for Translation &
Languages is seeking for a
good command in English/
Translation and a professional
keyboard  ability.  Please
contact at: 275493/71654101
Zubairy st. opp. Yemenia.
WRequired
company,

for a reputed
an  experienced

secretary knowing independent
English/ Arabic
correspondence and proficient
in computers (female). Please
contact Post Box 3898 or e-
mail: whatacat@ soft
home.net.

B Yemeni Secretary good
experience and public
relations, Contact: 73566232,
B Tailors good experience by
commission or salary, Contact:
73566232,

[ Leading trading,
contracting & Inv.Co, seeking
for a female secretary 2-3
years experience, fluent in
Arabic and English , expert in
computer/internet, and typing,
please send your C.V. 10 Fax
No. 01-509059 Sana'a

B Required for A Health Club
a lady with experience in
training ~ swimming  and
aerobics, Interested please call
to: 71747752 Fax: 218806

Job Seekers

B Ahmed mohammedAlawadi.
B.c in managment Scince
accountancy ,Deploma in
secretary ,good in coputer
application wants to work in

his specialization .contact
71794571

M Adel Ahmed .taiz B.c in
business Administration
certificates  in  computer
programs,good in  English

proficient in services & goods
marking contactTel:04/223497
e-mailza_del2000@ hotmail.co
M Fursan Mohammed Kassim ,
Bachelor degree in languages
from Sana'a university , he
speaks english well . have
coureses in compiler,hop to
work in in his specialization |
please contact : 01/543951,

B A Qualified stores-in-charge
! storekeeper seeks suitable
placement , urgently ., having
computer proficiency
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independent coreespondence
and all other office routines
please contact : shyam .e-mail:
nmdevan@hotmail.com,lel:27
8844,

B Making web sites for all
kinds of organistaions and
privete persons in english
arabic and russian .please
contact : 464-188 (ask for
murad) .

B A post garduate
physiotherapy  wich
experienced is looking for a
job in hospitals ; speceialized
in sports physiotherapy pls
contact:04/408738.

Bl have good english
language .good computer
skills, long connecting with
forginers , good knowlegment
in hotel services .ples contact
5870988
dearfather_2003@maktuob.co
m. (Waheeb othman)
021385076 by mr, Amzn
Mispeck english.have driving
license , Tam good at any kind
of practical job. ples contact at
: Ali Mohammed ‘tel 248976
sanaa.

in
rich

BMBc degree in translation
Mnterpretation,have experince
in managarial posts_
commercial, Tech,coordination
business) contact :31501371
or 71147917. e-
mail: TALMASHREKI1 @yah
00.com

B GP having
experience in Emergency for
many years, a 1997- graduate,
Sana'a. Please contact at:
71716893,

B Dhya'a El-deen jalal, Bs in
translation, good experience in
correspondences in Arabic and
English, ability of using com-
puter and Internet and prepar-
ing tenders. Please contact
at:73889710.

B Marketing and sales manag-
er, 2(}- years experience, hav-
ing university degree

doctor

ancefcounseling on Degree Programs of

Amprove Your E
Batch!

learnin

0 VOU Imiss

Attention!

pass Student / Fresh Graduates! Professionals! ISA offers coaching/gund-

Bachelors! Masters/Doctorate/Diploma/Certificate Programs. Author of
lish is here. Please Rush new! Special
anything now? Yes, Translation! Enjoy

Please Tel. 1-412030/ 417441,
Email: isacademy2002@yahoo.con
Website: www.isacademy.org

American World University

SANA A Al-Qaser S1. near the Chi

nese Embassy Tel: 274991 - 264748
~ Emall foryou-foryourbaby@maktoob.com

Egyption, 3 years in Yemen.
Please contact at; 73592815
B Good qualified finance lady
candidate looking for part time
job.Please contact : 71143269,
B Abdulkarim M. Al
Shabibin Bachelor a degree in
French - Faculty of Arts. Prefer
to work as teacher in a school
or institute Contact:
71146948,

B Civil engineer with six
years experience with road
constructions,seeking employ-
ment with construction compa-

nies. Please call 01/210306,
T1184809.
B Highly skilled Indian

Automobile diploma holder
with a good experience both in
diesel and petrol systems, hav-
ing good communication
skills, seeking employment
with reputed auto/EQP organi-
zation. Tel:
01/210306,71184809.

B A university graduate, hav-
ing a bachelor degree in
Electronics & Communication
and experience in computer
software. Contact: Eng. Adel,
tel. 01-253241

B House maid is available, for
cleaning, cooking, take care of
kids or office cleaning.
Contact: 73817782

WA University graduate hav-
ing a bachelor degree in com-
puter and control engineer/
control eng. looking for engi-
neer job in any company.
Contact: Sagr Abduwasa Abdu
Saad. 71706511

B Christopher: I've got experi-
ence in the following fields
about 10 years, in four coun-

tries  (India.  Singapore,
Maldives & Yemen). If there is
an opportunities in
Procurement Manager,
Purchasing Officer, Marketing
Manager and  Executive

Secretary or any training ori-
ented fields please contact me
at 73816219

B Maths And Physics teacher
for all levels, Arabic and
English for IELTS & TOEFL,
having a master degree in
english department, ability of
translation, please contact
604106,

Real Estate

B For sale:Building located at
crater{ ADEN), in front of tele
yemen, next to Arwa cinema.
pls contact: 73524337

B Furnished villa at Sakania _
Hadda . 2 master bed rooms
small guard room.pls Contact
Mustafa Refaee: 73416400,

416300

B For rent 3 story villa with
basment and garden. behind
moka building, next to the
Amircan office for
En.prepration. Tel:240332/260
517 Hassan taleb Tel : 240332

B For rent a five-floor
modern building in Al-Ribat
St o Al-Qadisia
roadcross and can be used as a
umiversity or a hospital. Please
contact at: 467831/2/3/4, Fax
467835.

B For rent two story +f.
basement villa. Ground floor
open floor plan, large reception
area, liv. rm., dining rm., large
kitchen. 2nd floor, master
suite, 5 bd. rms 3 bths, and
garden excellent finishing.
monthly rent § 1, 600 Haddah
area. Please contact Ahmed
Muraisi: 73802855,

M For sale Nissan petrol 1996
154000 Km,7,500%.exelent
condition owned by diplomatic
contact:73111943/225564.

B For sale: Nissan pathfindre
, good condition, 6,000 §,

near

customs  unpaid.  contact
73217350
B For sale:Full automatic

Lancer 200149000 km , in
excelent condition, only 9500
% . pls contact 71145887,

M For sale: Toyota Prado,
1998, in a very good condition.
Customs to be settled by buyer.
Interested persons to present
their bids in closed envelopes
within 2 weeks as from the
date of publishing of this ad. to
the  Royal Netherlands
Embassy in Sana'a. For further
information: 421800.

B For sale Toyota Camry,
StationWagon, in a very good

condition and price is
negotiable. Please contact
Jamal: 73706820.

B For sale Toyota , Prado
model 1998, in a good
condition. Please contact:

Umm Aymen 421800,

B New land cruisers 2003-
2004 . Prado new cars and
Hilux new cars. Please contact:
Abdullah Ahmed: 71739768,

M Ford Expedition in Excellent
condition , while color 35000k
in good price model 2000,
Contact Abdullah Ahmed
T1739768.

B For sale PIIT in a very good
condition 512 Ram, 500 mhz,
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E-mail: falak@y.net.ye
Home Page: y.net.ye/falak

Exclusive Importer & Distributors ot
Computers / Spare, Accessories Ribbons,
Laser Toner & Ink cartridges

Telefax: 216721 Tel: 219470-219610, P.0.box: 19398 - Cr: 7914193, Pager: 5800728

.

de 191 Water Problems 171, Telephone enguires
118, Accident (Teaffic) 194, Foreign Affairs, 202544/7,
Interior Affairs 252700/7. Immigration 250761/3, Inter-
City Bus Co. 26211173, Minisiry of Communication
325123, Radio Station 282061, Tourism 254032,
TV Station 332001/2, Red Crescent  203131/3. Tel
Yemer. "522202. Y.net 7522227

278668283082

Continental Airlin

Egy e 2734520275061
Gulf# 440822
ES N

el SOB0300

YBRANCH OF FOREIGN BAN

Ye, ulf Bank Far: 260824 Tel 967-1-260823

Credit Agricele Indosuez
Head Office: Al-Zubiry St
Al-Casr St

Aden : Al-Ma'alla St
Hodeidah 26th Sept. 51
Taiz Al-Mugama'a St (47210568450
Mukalla:Hay Addis-main St U5/352917-306560
Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775 264702, Fax. 264703503350
Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank
Yemeni Islamic Bank

71
272
(24247402
03/21950

274310/
Sana’a: 401552-20567F
251816

Taiz:
Hodeidak: 213517
YBRD 271623/4

CAR RENTAL

Sana'a: 01-440309
Aden: 12-245625
417346-7927920

CAR SHOWROOMS

& SPARE PARTS

Hertz Rent a Car

Yemen Limozeen Rent A Car

FORDVHYUNDAL 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ . 01 - 330080
NISSAN Hodeidah: 20015049, Sana‘a: 400269
OPEL/GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 44536213

COMPUTER EDUCATION
TRAINING CENTER

APTECH Sana'a: (11 -446880

02-237199
(H4-250343
05-307492

Computer Education
(Internet Focussed
Cumiculum, E-commerce,
IS0 9001 Centified)
NIT Quality
Computer Education
Compute me Tel: Fax: 2
New Horizons Computer Learning Centers
Tel: 01-448573-449356/7/8/9

Sana'a: 4410245, Aden: 243124

Hodeidal: 219643, [hb:A06882
Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

Sana'a: 440170, Aden: 248177
Hodeidah: 234982, fhh:411988
Mukalla 302641 Sewvn: 402460

Shabua: 202326

FedEx

Fadrr Fuae

GLS cuen

Tel, 448541448543

SR g Sana’a: 416751

Dr. Abdulsalam N. Awas — U408

Shehab Dental Center 3 00443218824

o8 FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Misim Cargo Forwarders 407H05
Al awa il Olympia 278674790110
Aramex Sana'a: 441024/5
Griffin Logistics Lid. Sana'a; 440166
Gulf Air Cargo SA0891/344467
ITS Global Logistics 218142
Manb Travel & Tounsm

(Cargo Division) 441109126 Fax: 440733
Yempac Sana’a 208BB98-408518

HOSPITA

Yemen German Hospital (open heart surgery)

Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116
Tel. HOODMVHO20E

Fax. 601889

Modern German Hospital
E-mail:felixpene @hotmail.com

The First Consultant center for the skin,

205517-73807737

615402-615400

venerial Diseases & Infenility
Al-Jelani Hospital

Al-Jumhury Hospital 274285
Al-Thawra Hospital 246366
Yemen Specialized Hospital 224963

SANA'A:

Al-Yamama Palace Suites: 236230
Best Western Hadda Hotel: 415212/5
Hadda Town: 415900
Raipon Hotel & Suites S04016/7/8

ADEN:
Amoudi Plaza Hotel

102 247000015
Elephant BayBeach Resort 5

(02) 20205

German Language Institute 200045

Moxdern British Institute (Uni v Branch) 203689
The British Institute for Lang es 4407197415812
American Academic Institute 2445294

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Arab Insurance Company Sana'a 606810V 1/2/3/4/5
Fax /6 Aden:2 260827, Tz, 260744 |
Hodeidah: 2796723, Mukalla: 309744, Abvan!
Al030

Al-Watania Insurance (Y.5.C.)

Sana'a 272713874
Taiz 250029
Marib Insurance
Aden: 255668
Hodeidah: 219545/8
Trust Yemen Ins. & Reinsurance Co.
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a
Taiz: 258881,
Yemen Insurance company
272962/43,  Aden: 247617
Mukalla: 304292,

RESTAURANT

Indian Restaurant (home delivery available)
Contact: Mr, Sunny Joseph R3OS TIISOTAY
Chilli House Rest. for brost, Cabab etc.. 73568079

Aden; 243490-242476
Hodeidah 21994 1/4/6

Sana'a

5 lines,

Sana'a Turkish School 4482589
Al-Hussein National Schools 4128267
Al-Majd Yemen School 206159
The English Schoal 419308
Tulip School 412249

Tenshams Modern school 671275, 671140
Rainbow school 414-026/424-433

~a/- Supermarket I

AL-JANDUL Supermarket. 01422610

Translations

Urwa Wautga Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-French
-German-Russian-ltalian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch-
Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic 01-240515

Abu Yaser Travel& Tourism tel:611560
Ashtal Travel & Tounsm Fax: 440839 Tel. 440030
Al-Nasim Travel 270750

Fax: 265202 Tel. 241667/500808
Tel, 44400NEES
Tel, 414755/410302
Fax: 414798

Fax: 216028 Tel: 400722
Sky Travels Fax: 266258 Tel: 260932-46
Universal Business Travel Center Tel: 4411589760

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by 1S academy
Tel. 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039
University of Applied and Social Science

Al-Sunidar
Apollo Business Travel Center
Arabian Peninsula T& T

Murjan Travel

Sana'a: 412442 Far: 412441

Aden: 234333 234960

Queen Arwa University 449497 172
Sana’a University 2505353/415

20Gb hard disk, cd Rom, prize
$250 not ready for negotiation,
please contact Mr. Abdulla
Ahmed, Mobile: 71176455

B For sale: A lap top Dell
company P4, in a very good
condition, 512 Ram, 1.7
GHz, 30 GB hard disk, cd
Rom, DVD, Cd writer, with a
prize of 1400%, ready for
negotiation, please contact Mr.
Ali Saleh Ali, on : 71286716.

. Moving

" Stress Free | >
' Hassle Free
(' Problem Fre

) Air Freight &
Sea Freight

Home/Office

Equipment

M For sale:Nokia phone 3310
(Finland),good price (11,000)
R.Y.pls contact 73553400

M For sale: Fuji enlarger with
developing torts for black and
white films + Mineclta camera
+ Pocket computer. Please
contact at:71190 823 (Saleh).
B For sale: Nokia phone 6210,
good condition, good price.
Please contact Mansoor, mobile:
73707211.

'amhe%i IN¢

‘P. O. BOX 25159 or 15603
SANA'A, REPUBLIC OF YEMEN
1 +967-1-218142/217623/217750/217751/217752
L +967-1-209940
* Mobile Phones : +967-1-73217750/73217752/73212272/73214700
: itsgoup @y.net.ye
itsglobalogistics@y.net.ye
: WWW.itsglobalogistics.com

THE WAY MOVING SHOULD BE

nF N AN

IR BY  Telephone
M\ Telefax

E-Mail

Web Site

Weatherproof Packing,
Removals and Warehousing

? Inland Transportation *r‘v7
L3

A
Y Local Customs Clearnee’'es »*

AL LOGISTICS

3 International Freight

Forwarders
WAL By . : i
'f,j ? Project Cargo Handing
v
i t Int'l Door to Door
eﬂu{ﬂ 5 Servise
3 3 Processing of
Exemptions

| OFor Sale[JRequired [JAvailable OFor Lease [For Hire/Rent [lJob Require Dggaﬁion Vacant
thers

Details:

Contact Address:

‘All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

r-----

For more info. contact Mr. Victor, 268661/2/3, 73810416
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Sferoflex

Hodeidah: Tel. 3-207376,
fax. 3-207466 2 6th Sept. St.
Khormaksar: Beside Aden Hot

Tel. 2-236864/5/6, Fax. 2-23§869 R.of Y.

26 207466 1,uSth 207376 b -Suuniall
236864/5/6 il s il oz - S 4> m

uladia @:M' - 236860 1,50

i

W‘m_,é
= RS Sana’a-Haddah St. el aeall 58 e el Bum g LS laiea
- R Infront of Al-Komaiam Center = L VPN ——
’H Tel: 266375-505290, Fax: 267619 ' W i ' o
P.O. box: 5465 NE L
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Pladd| 35ldeg makae
Al-Shabani Restaurant
super De Luxe

717 16269 Ihsse CO28E) 1cns s~ 26607 % suimtingts
E.mail:alnasiemiab@hotmail.com

POSITION
Customer Account Executive.

ELIGIBILITY.

1-University Degree.

2-Male or Female.

3-Minimum 3 Yrs Experince.
3-Having driving lisence is preferable.

MAGRABI

OPT

More than 25 years of experience in SAUDI-

I CA L

* Eye Examination by specialized Egyptian Doctors with highly
specialized cadre & medical equipment
* Wide variety of fashionable ophthalmic & sunglasses frames

* Best quality of medical & colored contact lenses
el 448512 Fax: 8513 g,
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JOB VACANCY

If you are qualified , walk in for the interview at ARAMEX office , Hadda
street, Sana'a Tel:+967 1 441 024/5/6 - fax : +967 1 441 009
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Green Land Co.
Ltd. For Trade

Material & Copper wire for
rewinding & workshops equipment
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Establishment

FOR GENERAL TRADING
Salah S. Al-Shami & Bros.

Trade Agency, Ollfield Serveces, Industry
Materiales, Building Materiales, Eectric

Al-SHAMI

Materiales.

Bana'a, Taiz 51, Tel 264738/2468648

Fax: 266285, P.O. Box: 2023,
Aden; 34120606
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Fliers fail to match
brothers first fligh

Wright

By Jim LoNEY

odern-day aviators

failed on

Wednesday to

duplicate the pio-

neering flight of
the Wright brothers a century ago as
a replica of their primitive 1903 fly-
ing machine flopped into the mud in
the birthplace of powered human
flight.

On a rain-soaked- field in Kill
Devil Hills. North Carolina, where
the bicycle mechanics from Ohio
achieved the age-old dream on Dec.
17, 1903, an exact copy of the
wood-and-cloth Wright Flyer trun-
dled down a wooden rail but failed

o "'l
The replica of the original Wright Brothers crashes whlla attemptlng to recreate
the Wright Brothers’ original flight on December 17, 2003 as part of the First
Flight Centennial Celebration that is taking place at the Wright Brothers
National Memorial in Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina. REUTERS
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but flew on two other occasions.

The weeklong festival attracted
and thrilled tens of thousands of avi-
ation buffs, who saw some of the
greatest aviators and aircraft of the
age.

The U.S. military’s B-2 Stealth
bomber and the Osprey short-take-
off-and-landing craft made appear-
ances, along with Armstrong and
Buzz Aldrin, the first men on the
moon, Chuck Yeager, the pilot who
first broke the sound barrier, and
John Glenn, the former senator and
astronaut.

“Here at the Wright Brothers
National Memorial, we remember
one small machine and we honor the
giants who flew it,” said Bush, who
flew to North Carolina to take part
in the festivities but left before the
reenactment was to take place.

Washington.

The failed reenactment after a
century of giant leaps in aviation
highlighted the ingenuity of the
brothers, who constructed a primi-
tive 605-pound (274 kg) biplane out
of spruce, ash and muslin.

The Wright Flyer had a 40-foot
(12-meter) wingspan, was powered
by a 12-horsepower engine and had
a top speed of just 30 mph (48 kph).

“We salute Orville and Wilbur
Wright, who may have the best seat
in the house (today) - a view from
above,” said Amanda Wright Lane, a
descendant of the brothers.

The location where the Wright
brothers flew was part of the area
known in 1903 as Kitty Hawk,
which became famous as the birth-
place of powered flight. But the site
is now part of the town of Kill Devil

The Wright Experience team rolls a replica of the Wright 1903 Flyer off the
field after a brief launch and subsequent crash, at the Wright Brothers
National Memorial in Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina, December 17, 2003.
Orville and Wilbur Wright made their groundbreaking first flights here 100

years ago. REUTERS
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needed to fly in an unreliable
breeze.

On another attempt hours later,
the engine was cranked but the wind
died and the aircraft did not try a
takeoff.

The two attempts, part of a cele-
bration of the first century of flight
that lured astronaut Neil Armstrong
and a host of aviation luminaries to
North Carolina’s Outer Banks, came
hours after U.S. President George
W. Bush lauded Orville and Wilbur
Wright’s achievement as a triumph
of American ingenuity.

“The Wright brothers’
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brothers belong to America,” Bush
told a crowd of soggy spectators at
the Wright Brothers National
Memorial. “We take special pride in
their qualities of discipline, persist-
ence, optimism and imagination.”

Downpours hit Kill Devil Hills
early Wednesday and light winds
that followed forced organizers of
the weeklong event to postpone its
highlight, an attempt to reenact the
Wrights® original 12-second, 120-
foot (36 kms) flight in the muddy
field where they made history.

The Wrights made four flights that
day. The last, by Wilbur, measured
852 feet (260 meters) and lasted 59
seconds.

The reenactment was to have been
made at 10:35 a.m. EST (1535 gmt),
the same time Orville Wright lifted
off a century ago, but was delayed
for nearly two hours by light winds.
Organizers said the replica needed
10-22 mph (16 to 35 kph) of wind to
fly.

Following a series of unsuccessful
attempts to crank the balky engine,
the Flyer’s twin propellers came to
life. Kevin Kochersberger, a 42-
year-old flight instructor and engi-
neering professor at the Rochester
Institute of Technology, guided the
replica across the field.

Unsteady wind

The machine moved slowly down
a wooden track but failed to get the
needed lift in an unsteady wind,
organizers said. Its nose rose briefly
before it settled into a mud puddle.

The replica crashed once in trials

*a (441575/441571

Hills, which was created in 1953.
Kitty Hawk still exists as a town just
north of Kill Devil Hills. Reuters

Air Force One, with the president
on board, flew over the Wright
Memorial before heading back to
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