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Tribes reconcile as president threatens civil war
By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA'A, Apr. 3 — As President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh threatens civil war and 
the separation of the country if anti
government protests continue, tribal 
leaders and opposition parties accused 
Saleh of leading the country towards 
civil war and separation.

The governorates of Al-Jawf, Sa’ada 
and Abyan have already been taken 
over by those opposing the government. 
Those in control of these governorates 
claim that their acts are only a step 
towards forcing the current regime to 
step down. Security forces have also 
been withdrawn from Marib and 
Shabwa governorates.

Many tribes that have a history of 
revenge attacks lasting over three 
decades have reconciled for the first 
time. They have been united in their 
opposition to President Saleh. In 
Al-Tagheer Square, two previously 
opposing tribes who have been trying to 
kill each other for almost 30 years, now 
live together in one tent as a family.

The Al-Jawf governorate now is run 
by local tribes that rebelled against the 
Saleh regime. It was reported that 
‘thugs’ looted government buildings

taking everything including windows 
and bathroom fittings. Shiekh Sanan 
[please check spelling] Al-Iraqi, one of 
Al-Jawf’s tribal leaders, said that every
thing is now stable and under the con
trol of the revolutionaries.

"The foundations of government are 
working normally. The revolutionaries 
control the governorate and have peace
fully taken over the public buildings,” 
said Al-Iraqi.

Al-Iraqi said that his tribe, and their 
traditional enemies the Al-Otmi, have 
ended the revenge killings that have 
been on-going for 30 years. Their com
mon opposition to President Saleh was 
what allowed mediation to occur 
between the two tribes. The end to the 
revenge killings and the reconciliation 
of the tribes is due to their common 
desire to force the president to leave 
office.

On Feb. 21 the governorate witnessed 
clashes between pro- and anti-govern
ment demonstrators in which one per
son was killed.

"The killer was the director of the 
social welfare fund from the Al-Hamd 
tribe. His tribe helped the revolutionar
ies to catch the offender, which shows 
that tribal standards are not the way

they were before the revolution, and 
civil war will not start between the 
tribes,” said Al-Iraqi.

According to Al-Iraqi, the executive 
of the governmental social welfare 
fund, went to the roof and started shoot
ing at protesters, causing 28 injuries, 
seven of which are in a dangerous con
dition.

Last week, President Saleh assigned 
new leadership to military camp 115 in 
Al-Jawf governorate. The soldiers 
rebelled against the new leadership and 
left the military camp, allowing the rev
olutionaries to take over.

"Now the revolutionaries protect all 
the property at the camp. All documents 
and equipment are the same way as 
they were before."

Some of Hamdan’s tribes took over 
the Central Bank in Al-Jawf, demand
ing YR 20-30 million to leave it. "The 
central bank is still under the control of 
these thugs. They are from Hamdan's 
tribe. They are known to be supporters 
of the regime.” said Al-Iraqi.

The revolutionaries are protecting the 
bank from the outside. "The thugs tried 
to reach a deal with the deputy gover
nor where they would leave safely with
out taking any money, but he rejected 
the deal. I don't know for whose good 
he did that!" said Al-Iraqi.

The Murad and Abeeda tribes from 
Marib have a 30 year history of revenge 
killings, but now share one tent at 
Al-Tagheer Square. Nasr Al-Qadhi, one 
of the tribesmen, said that the whole 
revenge problem was created by Saleh. 
"The best way for him to rule us was 
by creating crises among us, to keep us 
busy,” he said.

In Marib governorate, between five 
and seven thousand people demonstrate 
everyday at Al-Tagheer Square in the 
city. Hussein Al-Qadhi, one of the pro
tester leaders in Marib, said that the

tribal youth have made public commit
tees to protect public buildings, and that 
they are the only ones allowed to carry 
weapons.

"We are protecting the governorate as 
the security have withdrawn. We face 
some thugs from different tribes, some 
are from my own tribe, but it’s not a 
tribal issue anymore,” said Al-Qadhi.

“Some of the pro-government tribes 
in Marib, like the Al-Jeda’an and 
Al-Kua’lan are closely connected to the 
General People's Congress. They dis
tributed themselves pretending to pro
tect the high road from Sana’a to Marib 
after security withdrew. But they are 
really looting,” he added.

Al-Qadhi said that some of the pro
testers had tried to coordinate with the

Al-Jeda’an tribe, but were rebuffed. A 
gas crises is emerging as one of the 
problems from the political turmoil in 
Marib. Al-Qadhi said that he and two 
others talked to the head of the gas and 
oil office in the governorate and offered 
to protect the transmission of gas from 
Marib to Sana’a.

"I went to Ben Me’aili, the head of 
the oil office, and offered to transfer the 
gas myself with some of the protesters 
if he provided us with 10-20 tanks. The 
government has accused us of prevent
ing the transmission of gas, so we want
ed to show the world their lies by deliv
ering it ourselves.” said Al-Qadhi. Ben 
Me’aili rejected the offer even after giv
ing his word to cooperate, according to 
Al-Qadhi.

Some tribes were encouraged by offi
cials to steal weapons from security 
depots after security forces withdrew 
from Shabwa, according to Naji 
Al-Sumi, head of the political depart
ment of the Islah Party in Al-Jawf gov
ernorate. The security forces have yet to 
withdraw completely from Shabwa.

The tribes formed a public committee 
to defend the governorate four days 
before the president or the Joint Meeting 
Parties did. The committees reached an

agreement with the security forces in the 
governorate to support the security as 
long as they are doing their job.

"The amazing thing is that it was the 
tribal position that brought balance to 
the political game,” said Al-Sumi.

"One of the protesters saw his uncle 
for the first time in 16 years. They had 
not seen each other because of a 
revenge issue. They hugged and cried 
in public, forgiving each other. No civil 
war will occur in Yemen as long as the 
tribes are acting this way," he added. 
Al-Sumi said that no tribe will try to 
harm another tribe, as they don’t want 
to start new revenge issues. And this 
makes all the tribes on one side.

Al-Qaeda member have made their 
appearance in Shabwa. They have start
ed contacting some figures in Shabwa 
and introducing themselves clearly as 
Al-Qaeda members in the Azan and 
Mazna’a areas of Shabwa.

The tribes have made a coalition to 
demand that Al-Qaeda leave the gover
norate, according to Al-Sumi. “It’s 
obvious that Al-Qaeda appeared after 
the president said ‘Yemen is a time 
bomb’. Then the security withdrew in 
preparation for Al-Qaeda to appear,” 
said Al-Sumi.

Last Friday, hundreds of thousands of Saleh supporters demonstrated in the capital while the government 
continues to lose control in outlying governorates
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Army detains citizens in Abyan
By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A, April 3rd - A local source 
in Abyan governorate told the Yemen 
Times on Friday that a military unit 
stationed in Lauder district has de
tained 11 citizens after an unknown 
armed group kidnapped two soldiers 
belonging to the same contingent.

On Saturday, the military unit re
leased two of the detainees while the 
other nine remain in custody, accord
ing to Khaled Al-Abd, a local jour
nalist in Lauder.

Al-Abd explained that the two 
soldiers' kidnappers may have been 
provoked because, “Their sons, who 
are also soldiers, were brutally assas
sinated last week while on duty at a 
security checkpoint at the district’s 
entrance and the authority has not 
responded with any action.”

The detentions come at a time of 
heightened insecurity in Abyan. Ac
cording to Mohammed Al-Shadadi, 
several military camps have been 
abandoned over the past week. Al- 
Shadadi is a member of parliament 
from Abyan governorate who recent
ly resigned from the ruling party in 
solidarity with pro-democracy pro
testers.

Last week, an ammunitions fac
tory to the north of Ja’ar in Abyan 
exploded after security forces aban-

doned the plant to looters who later 
set the building on fire. More than

150 people were killed in the disas
ter.

In August and September of 2010, 
the government waged sporadic war

fare in Lauder and other Abyan dis
tricts, against insurgents belonging to

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula.
But Abdulrahman Al-Barman, a 

human rights activist at the National 
Organization for Defending Rights 
and Freedoms (HOOD) told the Ye
men Times that, “Abyan has become 
the stage upon which the regime 
plays the Al-Qaeda card, so as to re
main in power.”

He claimed that those who call 
themselves as jihadists are actually 
“...in contact with President Saleh 
himself and they carry out their tasks 
at precise moments when the regime 
is in trouble.”

He said that the detainment of citi
zens by a military unit is “...a crime 
of kidnapping according to Yemeni 
kidnapping law. It is illegal for any 
person to abduct citizens so as to re
lease hostages,”

He explained that the state of in
security in Abyan indicates "...a 
breakdown of the regime and a wide
spread disrespect of the law amongst 
officials. Everyone is now free to act 
from their post with no reference to 
the law.”

Barman said that, “This lack of 
respect for the law and the deteriora
tion of security in Abyan will contin
ue as long as Saleh remains in power. 
If he left office, all extremism would 
dry up and the effects of Al-Qaeda’s 
would be restricted."

Victims that were killed in the explosion of an ammunition factory in Abyan last week. The governorate has always been a stage of violence and a place 
where the regime plays the Al-Qaeda card to remain in power, according to human rights watch

Media war in Yemen escalates 
between state and opposition
By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

SANA’A, Mar. 30 - The media war in 
Yemen between government and op
position media is increasing with both 
sides swapping accusations of subjec
tivity and dishonesty. The recent devel
opments in Yemen have caused each 
side to escalate their rhetoric against 
each other to the level of incitement 
and insult.

Dr. Samiya Al-Aghbari, assistant 
professor of journalism at Sana’a Uni
versity, told the Yemen Times that in 
general the media in Yemen are not 
objective and tended towards provoca
tion. She described the Yemeni media 
as declamatory and irrational, indicat
ing that much of the media depended 
upon rumor and exaggeration instead 
of accurate information.

“Objectivity in the Yemeni indepen
dent, government and partisan media 
is completely absent. Unfortunately, 
our media people have been working 
in qat sessions,” she said.

Al-Aghbari claimed that the media 
war in Yemen has been growing due to 
a lack of confidence between the state 
and opposition parties.

“The Yemeni media is full of insult,” 
she said. “The media in Yemen are not 
interested in normal people, but they 
are interested in the agendas of political

parties and their interests.” Al-Aghbari 
urged the media to be more interested 
in the youth and the everyday people 
who constitute the hope of Yemen.

Abdulmalak Al-Fuhaidi, editor-in- 
chief of the Al-Motamar.net website - 
a mouthpiece of the ruling party - said 
that government media should defend 
the government and the president. He 
described the government media as 
neutral, and said that it showed the 
opinions of political opponents. He 
accused the opposition media of sub
jectivity, lying and the falsification of 
facts.

“Our media defends the constitu
tional legitimacy [of the government] 
against chaos, while the opposition 
media misrepresents the facts.”

“The minority wants to overthrow 
the majority. The opposition media 
want to show the minority as the ma
jority of Yemenis,” he said.

Al-Fuhaidi indicated that it was his 
duty to defend the ruling party and its 
policies. “If we didn’t defend our polit
ical party and our president, who will 
defend them?”

He revealed that he adheres to the 
orders and the regulations of the ruling 
General People’s Congress (GPC).

“The GPC has political and regula
tory sectors, and we implement their 
regulations. But they do not control the

editing of our stories,” he explained.
Abdulbaset Al-Qaedi, managing edi

tor of the independent weekly Al-Ahali 
newspaper, told the Yemen Times that 
there is no balance in the public me
dia.

“The government media should sat
isfy all sides in Yemen. This media be
longs to all Yemenis,” he said. “Unfor
tunately, the regime exploits the public 
media to serve its interests and ideas.”

“The public channels and newspa
pers are turned into the mouthpiece 
of the president and the ruling party. 
They don’t talk about any other side, 
although the public media belongs to 
all Yemenis without exception,” he 
said.

“The government media incites Ye
menis to fight against each other. This 
media serve chaos and increases the 
violence. The wrong use of this media 
is very dangerous and leads to fighting 
sometimes.”

According to Al-Qaedi, the ‘corrupt 
regime’ spoils all journalists, includ
ing opposition ones. He said that both 
public and opposition media lack ob
jectivity and credibility, but he held the 
regime as responsible for this.

“Opposition journalists do not have 
the same resources as the state media, 
so those journalists try to criticize the 
situation by exaggerating,” he said.

Opposition parties offer new 
vision for president’s safe exit
By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

SANA’A, April 3rd - Opposition 
parties including the Joint Meet
ing Parties (JMP) have offered a 
new vision for the safe, smooth 
and timely exit of President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh. The plan follows 
a succession of other initiatives 
proposed by the JMP that were met 
with rejection by President Saleh.

The proposal makes provisions 
for the president’s departure and 
the handing over of power to the 
vice-president, the formation of a 
transitional national council com
prised of politicians, youth and 
businessmen, the creation of a na
tional unity government under the 
chairmanship of the opposition, the 
founding of a transitional military 
council, and the establishment of a 
high committee for elections and 
referenda.

A leader within the JMP, Mo
hammed Al-Sabri, told the Yemen 
Times that this new vision was an
nounced with just enough time to 
spare.

“The regime has been stealing 
money and arming Yemenis with 
various weapons. Meanwhile, 
the president only makes useless

speeches at his public gatherings 
and accuses the opposition parties 
of rejecting dialogue,” said Al- 
Sabri.

“We have announced a vision 
that guarantees a safe exit for 
president. If he refuses it, he will 
be held responsible for what hap
pens in the subsequent days," he 
explained.

Al-Sabri severely criticized the 
president’s inner circle, pointing 
out that they will damage the presi
dent in the long term.

“President Saleh believes that 
he created Yemen and the Yemeni 
people. He deals with Yemen as 
if he owns it. Unfortunately, our 
president has been repeating the 
same mistakes made by the former 
Egyptian and Tunisian presidents. 
He has not yet understood the les
son,” he said.

Al-Sabri strongly believes that 
the president will be overthrown if 
he refuses the proposed safe exit. 
He explained by saying that, “The 
ruler who challenges his own peo
ple is stupid.”

He indicated that the president 
has mobilized soldiers and poor 
Yemenis to support the existing re
gime but said that, “It’s impossible

for the president to resist for a long 
time. While he stalls, Yemenis will 
not be depressed and their demands 
for change will persist.”

After being informed of the new 
proposal, the Yemen Times phoned 
Ahmed Al-Soofi, media secretary 
for President Saleh. He said that 
he had not yet heard about this “vi
sion”, but after the Yemen Times 
explained the main points of the 
proposal, he commented: “The op
position officials were chewing 
bad qat when they announced their 
new initiative. This vision will only 
prolong the period of the crisis.”

Sakhr Al-Wajeeh, an indepen
dent parliamentarian, believes that 
the president is genuinely tired of 
power but that he will only pass his 
post along to an honest leader.

“We suggested that president 
should hand over power to his vice 
president, who was already person
ally selected by him. If the presi
dent refuses this proposal, it means 
that the vice president isn’t honest 
and good man," said Al-Wajeeh.

Al-Wajeeh said that this new 
proposition should reveal how se
riously the regime is considering 
calls for President Saleh’s depar
ture.

Pro-democracy protests continue in several governates
By: Mohammad bin Sallam

Sana’a, April 3rd - The protests 
and demonstrations in the squares 
of change and freedom, which have 
been ongoing for more than 2 months 
in the squares of freedom and change 
throughout the republic, are continu
ing in their call for President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and his regime to 
leave.

On Saturday morning the capital 
city witnessed a huge influx of citi
zens into ‘Change Square’, including 
women, children, and the elderly. 
This was in addition to hundreds of 
soldiers and government officials 
who support the revolution of the 
youth.

On the same day, in the afternoon, 
there was a march which spanned 
all the streets surrounding Change 
Square. The protestors chanted 
against the President, and called for 
the downfall of his regime.

The youthful protesters did not 
give much importance to the pro

Saleh protesters, saying that those 
who went to the demonstration were 
those whose “interests were being 
served by the regime, and that they 
only think of the present and not the 
future.”

They talked of their pride in the 
surge of the Yemeni people into the 
squares of change on Friday, and the 
continuation of the huge numbers for 
the duration of their protests calling 
for Saleh to leave.

The youth protesters in Change 
Square in the capital made clear that 
the demonstrations would continue 
until the regime fell. They also re
fused any proposals that would end 
the protests and demonstrations be
fore the fall of the regime.

In Hodeida Governate, at dawn on 
Saturday, the protesters in ‘People’s 
Square’ were attacked with batons 
and hit by live bullets in an attempt 
to break up the protest. The attack 
left 7 people injured, and the secu
rity forces tore down a number of 
the protester’s tents that had been 

erected on the street adjacent to the 
square.

In Taiz Governate the youth con
tinued their protests in ‘Liberation 
Square’, and hundreds of academics 
and university students joined them. 
There were no reports of confron
tations between them and security 
forces.

In front of a large crowd in ‘Sa- 
baeen Square’ in Sana’a Present 
Ali Abdullah Saleh swore to sacri
fice “everything that is dear for the 
people.” This was during a speech 
he gave on Friday, which they called 
the Friday of Brotherhood, and Saleh 
wished that the opposition would not 
use inflammatory language.

The ruling party was able to gather 
250,000 people from across Yemen 
on Friday in Sabaeen Square in sup
port of the President, chanting “the 
people want Ali Abdullah Saleh.”

On a related note Reuters said 
that: a number of Sana’a residents 
said that they received the equivalent 
of 250 USD for every person who 

participated in the protest support
ing Saleh that was held in Sabaeen 
Square in Sana’a.

Other from outside Sana’a said 
that they received between 300 & 
350 USD for participating.

Official documents revealed that 
the authorities have been enticing 
the crowds to come with large sums 
of money.

In a letter, which the Yemen Times 
has a copy of, sent by the head of the 
local council in Shu’ub in the capital 
city, Brigadier General Muhammed 
Al-Ulufi, to the Minister of State of 
the capital city, Abdulrahman Al- 
Akwa’a, Al-Ulufi asks to be reim
bursed for the money that he spent 
on bringing people to the ‘Friday of 
Brotherhood and Forgiveness’. The 
letter showed that the total amount 
of money spent in Shu’ub alone was 
19,560,000 Yemeni Riyals.

The News Yemen website also 
stated that there was fighting be
tween citizens, who participated in 
the Friday of Brotherhood that was 

organised by GPC Party supporters, 
in Sports City on Friday night be
cause of disputes over money.

Sources said that while they were 
receiving the money they were owed 
for their attendance in the pro-Saleh 
festival, there was an escalation in 
words between some people which 
resulted in some stabbings occurring 
with jambiyas.

In light of the continuation of the 
protests and the increase in the un
rest in Yemen, the British, French, 
American, and Russian authorities 
warned all citizens on non-essential 
business to leave Yemen immedi
ately. They warned that the situation 
could mean that they are not able to 
evacuate them.

The British Foreign Ministry is
sued a statement saying that the 
situation in Yemen was “worsening 
quickly.”

London called for “all parties” in 
Yemen to “calm down and undertake 
all necessary measures to stop the 
unrest.”

It added that “the Yemeni people 
want their lawful requests met, and 
that the British government supports 
them in this.”

In a worrying security develop
ment, two people set fire to one of 
the youth protesters on Friday night 
as he was leaving Change Square.

Numerous media outlets reported 
that the youth, Maher Ahmed Ya
sin (19 years old) was subjected at
tacked as he left Change Square in 
Sana’a by two people on a motorbike 
who set fire to him after they set him 
alight with petrol.

Sources said that the First Ar
moured Division, who were situated 
near where the incident occurred, 
were able to put out the fire, and they 
transported the youth to the Field 
Hospital and then to the Science and 
Technology University Hospital.

Sources added that the reason for 
the attack was that the protester was 
wearing a hat that was emblazoned 
with the phrase “the people want the 
trial of the murderer.”
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Yemen’s fisheries could bolster 
economy if regulated
By: Ali Saeed

T
he government of Yemen 
announced on April 1st 
that 2.443 tons of fish had 
been exported during the 
first quarter of this year 

from the southern port of Aden and its 
international airport, with an estimated 
value of YR 1.1 billion (about USD 5.2 
million).

Abdullah Hadi, director of the fish
ery wealth office in Aden, told Saba 
News agency that the exported frozen 
fish included squid, rockfish, shrimp, 
and other Yemeni fish. The exports 
went to many Arab. Asian, and Euro
pean countries. The top importers were 
Jordan, Lebanon, France, Germany, 
Russia and China.

He added that the fishery wealth of
fice in Aden have received many appli
cations from international companies 
to import and market Yemeni fish be
cause of “its good quality and its nutri
tional value.”

Yemen’s economy currently relies 
heavily on oil revenues, with more than 
70 percent of the state's budget coming 
from this fast depleting resource. There 
appears to be little action as yet to di
versify Yemen’s resources.

Many economists think that Yemen’s 
fishery wealth could be utilized as one 
promising resource in the future. Ye
men is well located for shipping ex
ports being in the southwest of the 
Arabian Peninsula with outlets to both 
the Red Sea and the Arabian Sea. In 
addition, Yemen has a 2,250 km coast
line and more than 150 islands, most of 
them in the Red Sea.

Reports from the Ministry of Fish
ery Wealth indicate that Yemen has a 
huge fishery resource that could allow 
Yemen to produce around 400.000 tons 
of seafood every year. There are more 
than 400 types of fish in Yemeni wa
ters according to the ministry, but cur
rently only 60 kinds of fish are being 
exploited.

Dr. Mohamed Jubran. professor of 
economics at the University of Sana’a,

told the Yemen Times that at the be
ginning of the 1990s, Yemen used to 
produce around 400.000 tons of fish 
annually. However, production has de
creased due to "destructive economic 
policies that have harmed Yemen’s fish 
stocks.”

He explained that due to rules of 
fishery stock preservation not being ap
plied. fishery stocks have recently been 
heavily exhausted, and that production 
is decreasing year by year. He added 
that the exhausting of Yemen’s fishery 
stocks is due to unregulated fishing and 
on-going fishing in areas where fishing 
is banned.

He claimed that this practice which 
is threatening Yemen's fishery wealth

is monopolized by “a group of Yemeni 
businessmen and some private com
panies which are close to the regime’s 
family.”

“For instance, the state’s revenues 
from fishery exports in 2008 did not 
exceeded YR 400 million (about USD 
1.9 million), whereas the private sec
tor's revenues were YR 100 billion 
(about USD 468 million),” said Ju
bran.

The professor said that if good eco
nomic measures and polices were taken 
to regulate the fishery sector, then reve
nues from this sector would contribute 
greatly to the national economy. Fish
ery exports currently make up about 40 
percent of non-oil exports.

Yemen's production of fish during the 1990’s hovered at 400,000 tons. As stock decreases, now production has 
decreased as well.
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PAYROLL ANALYST (HR Department) 
Position#0742 (B14)-Sana’a 
For Yemeni Nationals Only

Basic Function:

Administers a monthly payroll for approx 1000 National employees in Blocks 14 and 51. 
Reviews timesheets and employee change notifications; enters required information into the 
payroll system; sets up and monitors statutory and employee deductions; generates monthly 
payroll reports; maintains payroll files and documentation and distributes hard copy pay slips to 
employees.

Job Duties:

The incumbent shall:

a. Administers the National payroll through the ABRA payroll module software.

b. Sets up and monitors statutory and employee deductions and remits Labor Union dues, 
Tax and social security deductions to the appropriate authorities.

c. Runs the monthly payroll process to include trial and final payroll, tax, social security 
contributions and summary of net direct deposits to employee accounts .

d. Liaises with banks to process payroll payments. This includes preparing the required 
correspondence for direct payroll deposits and issues required letters for national Staff 
as required.

e. Provides the necessary documentation and information to the auditors as per 
instructions from the Payroll Supervisor and Finance.

f. Propose and implement any required changes to meet annual compensation reviews 
and related regulations.

g.process social security reports and forms to issue the final updated for social security 
contributions for the company and provides the social security authority with the 
accurate final list

Minimum Requirements:

a. Completion of University Degree in Commerce, Financial & Commerce is 
preferable.

b. 3 years’ administrative or finance experience, preferably in payroll.

c. Strong computer skills including Word and Excel required while experience 
working with an automated payroll system is preferred.

d. Strong command of the English language, both verbal and written.

❖ To Apply for this Job please apply to: recruiting_yemsana@nexeninc.com
❖ Applications should be submitted NO later than Apr. 18th, 2011. Faxed applications will not be considered.
❖ Make sure that you mention the job title you are applying for in the email subject.
❖ Only short listed candidates will be contacted.
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In lunch banquet in presence of winner 
of second prize:
Sabafon celebrates delivering BMW X1 
car of the international roaming prize

Sabafon has celebrated for 
the second time on 
Wednesday 16 of March 2011 
the delivery of BMW X1 car, 
the prize of the international 
roaming. The company held 
a lunch banquet on honor of 
winner / Ahmed Nasser Saleh 
Gambor, from Shabwa who is 
living in UAE.
Mohammed Al-Shami, Senior 
Manager of the Strategy and 
Business Development, at the 
Marketing Department has 
handed over the key to 
winner who said, “ honestly, 
the prize was a pleasant sur
prise to me, and I take the op
portunity to express my deep 
appreciation to Sabafon for 
the good reception, and for 
obtaining the grand award.” 
Al-Shami stressed in his 
speech that the ceremony 

has come in line with 
Sabafon’s tenth anniversary. 
He talked in his speech about 
the service of international 
roaming noting that the com
pany has introduced a lot of 
important products and ser
vices, including the interna
tional roaming, which was 
launched in 2001 as one of 
the most important core ser
vices that has enabled the 
customers to enjoy the inter
national roaming through 
using their own numbers all 
over the world.
“ The international roaming 
has undergone significant de
velopments since its kickoff, 
as well as our constant efforts 
over the years that our ser
vices should meet the satisfac
tory level of the aspiration and 
ambitions of our customers,” 

al-Shami said noting that the 
advantage of the variation of 
this service. “ They included 
the international roaming bill
ing system and the pre
paymentsystem, which repre
sented a significant effective 
trend. We then launched the 
International(GPRS), roaming 
service which has given our 
customers the advantage of 
the easy and smooth follow 
up of their business through the 
internet services,” Shami 
added.

Entering the draw requires 
selecting Sabafon roaming 
network while being in 
Yemen, in addition to making 
calls for 20 minutes or sending 
40 SMS.
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In Yemen all the way from the Great Wall of China
By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Y
usuf and Miriam are a 
Chinese couple who ar
rived in Yemen on the 
first day of 2008. They 
came to study Islam at 

the University of Science and Technol
ogy (UST).

Like many Muslims in China, they 
wanted to improve their knowledge 
and understanding of Islam in a Mus
lim country, even if this meant spend
ing several years far from home.

Today there are more than 100 
Chinese students in Yemen, many of 
whom are studying Arabic or Islamic 
Jurisprudence. Some of them come to 
Yemen as couples, and some actually 
find their soul mates from within the 
Chinese student community in Yemen.

Many students have already gradu
ated from various disciplines such as 
computer science, environmental pro
tection and engineering.

“After finishing a bachelor degree in 
various disciplines and even working 
for some years, some Chinese Muslims 
decide that they want to know more 
about their religion. So they decide to 
travel to other counties," said Yusuf.

He and his wife applied to study in a 
number of Muslim countries and were 
accepted by UST. and so they came to 
Yemen.

"We heard that Yemen offers good 
Islamic studies compared to other 
countries. It is not just about educa
tion. it is also about living in a Muslim 
society that clearly practices the reli
gion." explained Yusuf. "We saw with 
our own eyes how women are wearing 
decent clothes and how almost every
one prays in mosques.”

Organized community
There is an existing organized student 
community which facilitates the set
tling of new students. The commu
nity has elections through which they 
choose the coordination council mem
bers who help them organize. They 
even have a regular newsletter in Chi-

nese about student life and for posting 
announcements.

The students are not on scholar
ships. therefore they need to work for 
a few years in China before being able 
to afford the tuition. Sometimes their 
education is sponsored by relatives or 
philanthropists in China who believe 
in Islamic teachings.

There are coordinating persons in 
China who arrange for the student's 
contact with the university and the 
existing community in Yemen. When 
new students arrive, senior students re
ceive them at the airport and help them 
settle in.

Suliman came to Yemen towards 
the end of 2008. He was received at 
the airport by Yusuf and others who 
showed him around.

"I never felt a stranger in Yemen. 
Yemen feels like my second home and 
my brothers who had been here before 
me made it easier for me to settle in,” 
he said.

Reflecting on the news of unrest in 
Yemen, the students explained that 
when their families see the news about 
Yemen they worry. The students call 
their families on a daily basis to com
fort them.

The community also helps new com
ers identify the best places to shop or 
eat outside.

“The food here is expensive and 
the quality is not good,” said Miriam. 
“There is an impression here that if 
anything is made in China it is of bad 
quality. This is not true, because in 
China we have great products and we 
don't need to import anything.” She 
thinks that the problem with Chinese 
products in Yemen is that Yemeni mer
chants import bad quality products 
in order to sell them cheap and make 
more profits.

But if there is one thing new Chi
nese students should do before coming 
to Yemen, it is to make sure they have 
what they need from home, because 
some things cannot be found in Ye
men. "Bring your spices from China,” 
said Habiba, one of the female Chinese 
students.

First impressions
The first impression is usually upon 
arriving at the airport. Coming from a 
major economic power, for many who 
have not been to a developing country 
before, Sana’a International Airport is 
a surprise. The second impression is 
the pleasant weather. Many students 
who come during winter are relieved 
to see the sun and enjoy the warm 
weather.

But then comes the shock of bulging 
cheeks.

"It was so strange to see people eat
ing [chewing] qat. When we first saw 
them it was like were carrying grass in 
plastic bags,” said Miriam.

As the new arrivals settle in, they 
start to realize how different Yemen is. 
For the female students it was strange 
not to see many Yemeni women out

doors.
“We went to the market on the sec

ond day after our arrival, but all we 
saw were men. Where I come from, 
women are very much part of public 
life.” Miriam commented. “When we 
enter the market place they all stare at 
us, even though we have covered our 
faces according to Yemeni tradition. 
Somehow they still recognize that we 
are Chinese.”

In their free time and between se
mesters many of the Chinese students 
travel around the country.

“Inside Sana’a we go to the old city 
and the Rock Palace on the outskirts. 
Outside Sana'a, we have been to Aden, 
Ibb, Taiz, and Hodeida,” said Suli
man. "The best cities are the ones with 
beaches.”

He regretted that many ancient sites 
are not taken care of. They could have 
held significant tourism potential for 
Yemen had more attention been given 
to them.

“The president’s mosque is magnifi
cent and we like going there,” added 
Yusuf.

In China, there are trains that con
nect the cities. Tourism in Yemen, ac
cording to the students, would have 
been much easier had there been a rail 
network.

“There is a proverb in Chinese that 
says, if you want to become rich, first 
you have to pave the roads,” laughed 
Yusuf.

“Even the way to the Rock Palace 
is very difficult and I feel tired before 
reaching it. There is so much dust and 
there are no trees,” explained Miriam.

Love stories
Ramdan and Habiba had come to
gether in the same batch and their ac
quaintance started on the flight. In less 
than four months they were already 
married.

“I tried her cooking and was auto
matically hooked," he laughed. The 
couple got married in Yemen and are 
already expecting a child.

Yusuf and Miriam had their first 
born in Yemen. They named their son 
Yaseen and he is already nine months 
old. For many of the Chinese students, 
social events such as marriages and 
births are very much a part of their usu
ally four year stay in Yemen.

They feel that they have created 
many friendships here in Yemen, espe
cially within the community. Although 
they are likely to return to China after 
graduating from university, some like 
Yusuf want to continue with higher 
studies in Islamic Jurisprudence if he 
can.

"There is a large Muslim community 
in China, and we need specialists who 
know Arabic and can teach Islamic 
studies there or even translation," he 
said.

Some students may want to stay in 
Yemen longer for business ventures.

“We hope for Yemen to develop 
more and for Yemenis to be happy.” 
said Ismail. “When we were in China 
we heard good things about Yemen, 
but some things here are disappointing 
such as qat.”

“Qat is a strange thing,” said Rama
dan. "Maybe we will try it to see how 
it tastes, but Yemenis waste so much 
time [on qat] and sometimes even skip 
prayers.”

There is nothing like a good basketball game to break the everyday routine.
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Ismail with a Yemeni friend and his daughters during Eid. The Chinese community interacts with Yemenis and cel- 
ebrate together.
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Inside Sana’a having group picnics in Al-Sabeen Park is one of the weekend activities.
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Chinese students during one of the field trips to Hodeida City, where they love the beaches on the Red Sea.
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FSL
Your Long Term Partner

FOOD SPECIALITIES LIMITED (FSL), 
established in 1986 has grown to 
become a leading supplier of innovative 
solutions and competitively priced food 
and beverage products in the Middle

East, Africa and Asia. FSL represents international manufacturers 
for both industrial and consumer segments of the food industry. 
FSL is presently looking for a competent sales executive to be 
based in Yemen.

Sales Executive - Yemen
Primary responsibility would be to develop & support business in 
Yemen region through effective sales. Other responsibilities will 
also include, developing a local distribution point in Yemen, timely 
delivery of samples and goods, follow up on orders, outstandings 
and assist in clearance. Liaise with sub-distributors, the business 
units and organize customer meetings for the smooth running of 
the business.

The incumbent must have 3 to 4 years of experience in selling 
food ingredients, must be a graduate preferably with food science 
background and must have knowledge about the food industry in 
Yemen.

Candidates meeting the above requirements may apply 
mentioning current and expected salary to:

careers@foodspecialities.com

mailto:careers@foodspecialities.com
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YT vision statement

“To make 
Yemen a good 
world citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, 
(1951 -1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

OUR 
OPINION

What Yemenis 
need to know 

about US policy

I
 just returned from a two week visit to the 
United States. I visited Washington, New 
York and Los Angeles and met with many 
Americans of various political, religious 
and cultural backgrounds. I have also met 

with people involved in the US policy including 
journalists, experts and officials.

They all asked me about Yemen. The most 
common question is who or what comes after 
Saleh? They are all concerned about Yemen fall
ing into the hands of fanatic Islamism or Al-Qae
da sympathizers.

What I realized is that the public is interested 
in knowing more about Yemen and wants to be 
involved in the US policy towards the Middle 
East, especially in the current political climate. 
There is a misconception that the Americans are 
isolated and have no interest in the world around 
them. However, there is a huge gap in under
standing and lack of relevant and interesting in
formation available to them.

The internet is so full of things about Yemen 
but there are two problems with this, the first is 
that the information is conflicting and usually de
pendent on who provides it, calling its credibility 
into question. The second is making people take 
the time in their busy lives to go online and seek 
information on Yemen.

Why should an average American research Ye
men and make an effort to reach a better under
standing of this complicated country? It is our 
responsibility as Yemenis, especially those with 
access to the American community, whether 
through English media or direct interaction, to 
create this interest.

During my visit to the states I was interviewed 
by several media outlets and spoke at many 
events. Everyone I talked to was genuinely in
terested and intrigued by me and what I had to 
say. I gave them a glimpse into Yemen through 
my eyes and I am sure now they are a little more 
informed.

We need to do more of these visits. Yemenis 
need to take initiatives and reach out to the world 
not just America in a positive, constructive way 
and tell them more about us and our priorities as 
a nation. It is only through helping create a more 
informed American public that we can influence 
the American policy on Yemen. Of course, we 
can directly talk to American decision makers 
but how many Yemenis have access to them?

We also need to show them that we as a na
tion have what it takes to rebuild our country and 
create a new and better Yemen. We do need sup
port and empowerment to fight our own battles 
and we don’t need the Americans or the world in 
general to fight them for us. Why should Ameri
cans sacrifice their men and women for a Yemeni 
cause? There is a cheaper and more effective 
way of doing this that would eventually produce 
better results on the long run for Yemen and the 
world.

The war against terrorism is not a physical war 
with guns and troops. If we want a safer world we 
need to make people happier and less inclined to 
be involved in terror. And we do this through soft 
security, eradicating poverty and empowerment 
of civil society, especially women’s movements.

It is about people and this is what we should 
emphasize to the American people, policy mak
ers and the world.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Stay out of Yemen!
By: Rep. Ron Paul

S
tatement before the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee Hearing: “Ye
men on the Brink: Implications 
for U.S. Policy”Mr. Chairman, I am extremely 

concerned over current US policy toward Ye
men, which I believe will backfire and leave 
the United States less safe and much poorer. 
Increasing US involvement in Yemen may be 
sold as a fight against terrorism, but in fact 
it is more about expanding US government 
control and influence over this strategically- 
placed nation at the gateway to Asia.

The current administration, according to 
today’s testimony of Assistant Secretary of 
State Jeffrey Feltman, has dramatically in
creased foreign aid to Yemen, from $17 mil
lion in FY 2008 to $40 million in FY 2009, to 
$67 million for FY 2010, to, according to the 
president's recent budget sent to Congress. 
$106 million for FY 2011. That represents an 
incredible six-fold increase in US aid to Ye
men over just four years, at a time when the 
US economy continues to falter.

When I look at the US assistance plan for 
Yemen I see that it is primarily focused on 
nation-building. That is the failed idea that if 
the United States sends enough money to a 
foreign government, with which that govern
ment purchases US-manufactured weapons 
and hires US-based consultants and non
governmental organizations, that country 
will achieve a strong economy and political 
stability and in gratitude will become eter
nally friendly to the US and US interests. I 
have yet to see a single successful example of 
this strategy.

According to Assistant Secretary Felt
man’s statement, “Priorities for U.S. assis
tance include political and fiscal reforms and 
meaningful attention to legitimate internal 
grievances; better governance through decen
tralization, reduced corruption and civil ser
vice reform; human rights protections; jobs- 
related training; economic diversification 
to generate employment and enhance liveli
hoods, and strengthened natural resource 
management.” How can we believe that the 
US government can achieve abroad what we 
know it cannot effectively achieve at home? 
We are going to spend millions of dollars to 
help create jobs in Yemen as we continue to 
shed jobs in the United States?

Yemen is a country mired in civil conflict. 
The Shi’ites in the north, who make up a sig
nificant percentage of the country’s total pop
ulation and a majority in their region, have 
been fighting against what they see as the

discriminatory policies of the Sunni-based 
government in the capital, Sana’a, for years. 
Yemenis in the south, who up until 1990 were 
a separate country, likewise oppose the cen
tral government and threaten to escalate this 
opposition. Added into this mix are elements 
of what are called al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula (AQAP), some of whom are left 
over from the US-supported fight against 
the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan in the 
1980s, and others that have been radicalized 
by their exposure to Wahhabi extremism in 
US-allied Saudi Arabia. Still others in AQAP 
are veterans of the insurgency against US 
occupation of Iraq. We cannot forget either 
those Yemenis who were held for years by the 
United States without charges at Guantanamo 
Bay. How many of those were innocent of ter
rorist actions or intent but became radicalized 
under such conditions?

Saudi Arabia’s concern over the Shi’ite un
rest in north Yemen has led to unsubstantiated 
claims of Iranian involvement in an attempt 
to draw the US into a regional problem that 
has nothing to do with the United States. Sau
di Arabia has struggled with unrest among its 
own Shi’ite population and is determined to 
prevent any spill-over. There are some here 
in the US who repeat false claims of Iranian 
involvement in the hope of expanding the US 
military presence in the area. Others in the 
United States irresponsibly call for a US pre
emptive war in Yemen. We should be clear 
on this: expanded US involvement in Yemen 
plays into the hands of bin Laden and his or
ganization as has been made clear on many 
occasions. Luring the United States into a 
conflict in Yemen by falsely advertising it as 
part of a war on terror will certainly radical
ize the Yemeni population against the United 
States. It will weaken our over-extended mili
tary and it will further destroy our economy.

Similarly, the US-backed central govern
ment in Sana’a stands to gain by claiming its 
internal problems are part of a global crisis 
that requires US intervention. The central Ye
meni government has much to gain by mak
ing its battles and its problems our battles and 
our problems. But that gain will come at the 
expense of US soldiers, US security, and the 
American economy. I wonder how long it will 
be before the US establishes a permanent base 
on the strategic territory of Yemen?

I hope, as we begin to debate the foreign 
affairs budget for next year, that we may yet 
change course from that of the last adminis
tration, where the failed policies of interven
tionism, militarism, and nation-building have 
left the United States in a diminished position 
in the world.

SKETCHED OPINION
By: Hamid

COMMON SENSE

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Mr. Obama: Give the 
Yemeni people a chance!

F
or over a month and a half now, the Yeme
ni peaceful protests against the dictatorial 
corrupt regime of Ali Abdullah Saleh con
tinue to attract the attention of, not only 
people in the Arab World, but of policy 

makers and interested people throughout the world. 
These protests are not simply echoes of the political 
ambitions of any politicians or political factions. On 
the contrary, the protests are spearheaded, organized 
and coordinated by a multitude of highly educated 
and politically conscious youths and youth groups, 
who can no longer remain idle while their country is 
victim to one of the worst governing regime in the 
world (Yemen is ranked 133 among 169 nations in the UNDP Human Develop
ment Report of 2010, and this is mainly based on official non-credible disputable 
data, to say the least).

In all the peaceful demonstrations throughout the Republic of Yemen, the pro
testing youth and their backers from all walks of Yemeni life and from the various 
elements of Yemeni society (and from the overwhelming members of Yemeni 
expatriate communities overseas) have proven beyond any reasonable doubt that 
their protests are very much warranted, understandable and indeed civilized. Not
withstanding all the repressive and bloody efforts by the security organs of the 
dictatorial regime of Ali Abdullah Saleh and his mercenary thugs to quell these 
protests, culminating in several sacrificed fatalities and considerable numbers of 
wounded protesters, most of who are in the prime of their youth, the protests 
have remained remarkably peaceful and more importantly determined to arrive 
to the legitimate aspiration of the Yemeni people for a real democratic corruption 
free government. Even the innocent martyrs of the Jaar Munitions Factory may 
be considered as indirect victims of Saleh's (AQAP? - They publicly disassoci
ated themselves) mercenaries. After thirty-three years of ongoing repression, it is 
about time that Yemen is liberated from the many various notorious repressive 
security organs of the Saleh regime and freed from the grossly misleading pro
paganda machine for the glorification of Saleh, to which the media organs of the 
Government have been turned, at considerable public expense.

Like all aspirers for universally accepted civil, political and human rights, the 
protesters of Yemen have demonstrated the sincerity of their intentions, the le
gitimacy of their cause and the civility of their approach. Moreover, despite their 
strong tribal associations and the relative ease by which armaments can be ob
tained in Yemen, the protesting youth of Yemen have never succumbed and will 
never allow themselves to fall prey to the ongoing systematic intimidations to 
push the protesters to resort to a violent showdown with the regime. The sophis
ticated youth of Yemen know well that non-violent and peaceful protests have 
almost always achieved their desired goals and brought on sustainable demo
cratic governments and civil and human rights, as India, South Africa, the United 
States (civil rights movement), Tunisia and Egypt have clearly shown in just the 
last sixty years. Even the Yemeni people have come to realize that the steadfast
ness of their youth are worth lining up behind. Several of the officials (that were 
once loyal elements of the Saleh regime, in both the military and civilian sectors 
of government), have now seen the folly and ridicule of continuing to have Ye
men fall further down the abyss of decadence and a life without dignity for the 
overwhelming majority of Yemenis. The Saleh regime continues to witness the 
defection of even former relatives and in-laws of the President. The true patriotic 
sentiments of these kin prevailed over their own narrow selfish sentiments. The 
latter instead opted to join the first true movement for the liberation of Yemen, 
which they are convinced will catapult Yemen into becoming a state of mod
em government institutions that are run in a transparent manner and are subject 
to effective accountability based on sound performance and public scrutiny and 
oversight.

If all the above is easily ascertainable to most observers inside and outside 
of Yemen and more important discernible by the overwhelming majority of the 
Yemeni population, one is simply alarmed by the rather cool attitude of most of
ficials in the Administration of President Barak Obama. The main characteristic 
of the views projected by people like the Secretary of Defense, Robert Gates, and 
the Secretary of State, Ms. Hillary Clinton on the situation in Yemen, has so far 
been at best not taking note of the clear majority support that the peaceful protest 
in Yemen enjoys, which transcend all political, religious, social, tribal and geo
graphical lines within the population of Yemen.

On the pretext of a baseless worry on the future of the "fight against terror
ism". the US White House has been misled to believe that Saleh represents a 
guarantee that this war can continue to satisfy the aims of the United States in this 
war. However, only under democratic governments can terrorism be subdued and 
remain undesirable to the majority of the Yemeni people. As it is now, terrorism 
exists in limited areas of Yemen, thanks to the liberty the Saleh regime has always 
given to extremists and eventually to terrorists to operate freely in Yemen over the 
span of its 33 year rule. Moreover, most of the current active terrorists in Yemen 
(Iraq, Afghanistan, etc) that are allegedly tied to Al-Qaeda are not even Yemenis, 
but Saudi Arabians, many of who infiltrated to Yemen in late 2009, as reported by 
the Saudi press then. Most observers are almost certain that this was with the tacit 
approval of the Saleh regime (some suggest in the hope of being able to defeat the 
Houthi protesters in Sa'ada and other Northern Governorates and to counter the 
Secessionist Revolt in the South). Now Al-Qaeda (in the Arabian Peninsula) is 
used by the regime to gain western support for the regime to continue its unholy 
subjugation of the Yemeni people. The question that is bound to arise: where do 
the interests of the Yemeni people and the genuine hopes and aspirations of the 
majority of Yemenis fall in the formulation of US foreign policy? Ignoring such a 
fundamental consideration when drawing foreign policy is certainly counterpro
ductive in the US War on Terror, since the existence of terrorism and the freedom 
enjoyed by mostly non-Yemeni terrorists is inseparable from a continuing Saleh 
regime. On another note, the assertion that Yemeni tribes are actually protect
ing terrorists, which one finds in some of the "expert" analysis on terrorism and 
Yemen, is baseless and has been categorically denied by most influential tribal 
leaders, many of who also have publicly confirmed that Saleh's removal will end 
the atmosphere and facilities enjoyed by terrorists and provided by no other than 
Ali Abdullah Saleh himself.

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and journalist for more 
than 20 years. His blog may be read at: http://com-senfromyem.blogspot.com
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Afghanistan Quran protest leaves at least 7 dead
By Mohammad Bashir

A
fghans protesting the burn
ing of a Koran by an ob
scure U.S. pastor over-ran a 
U.N. compound Friday and 
killed at least seven interna

tional staff in the deadliest-ever attack on 
the United Nations in Afghanistan.

Thousands of demonstrators flooded 
into the streets after Friday prayers and 
headed for the U.N. mission in usually 
peaceful Mazar-i-Sharif, a city considered 
safe enough to be in the vanguard of a cru
cial security transition.

The governor of Balkh province said 
insurgents had used the march as cover to 
attack the compound, in a battle that raged 
for hours and raised serious questions 
about plans to make the city a pilot for se
curity transfer to national forces.

The confirmed dead were three inter
national U.N. staff and four international 
Gurkha guards.

In New York, U.N. peacekeeping chief 
Alain Le Roy told reporters after briefing 
members of the Security Council who con
vened an emergency session to discuss the 
attack, that some of the protesters seemed 
to be more than demonstrators.

“Some of them were clearly armed,” 
Le Roy said, adding that they appeared to 
have targeted the foreigners at the com
pound. "We are not sure at all that the 
U.N. was the target.”

“Maybe they wanted to find an inter
national target and the U.N. was the one 
in Mazar-i-Sharif,” Le Roy said, adding 
that an investigation of the incident was in 
progress.

The attackers overwhelmed security 
guards, burned parts of the compound and

climbed up blast walls to topple a guard 
tower. Five protesters were also killed and 
about 20 wounded, some after trying to 
take weapons off U.N. security guards.

“The insurgents have taken advantage 
of the situation to attack the U.N. com
pound,” said Governor Ata Mohammad 
Noor.

He told a news conference that many in 
the crowd of protesters had been carrying 
guns. Some 27 people have already been 
detained over the attack, he added.

Le Roy said U.N. Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon’s chief-of-staff, Vijay Nam- 
biar, and head of U.N. security Gregory 
Starr were heading to Kabul Friday night.

He added that U.N. security in Afghani
stan would be reviewed.

Ban and the UN. Security Council con
demned the attack.

Deadliest attack
The attack was one of the worst on the 
world body in years.

“It is the worst incident ever for U.N. 
staff in Afghanistan. Mazar mobs were 
active in the 1990s, repeatedly ransack
ing UN offices ... but so far as I remem
ber, they never actually killed anyone,” a 
former U.N. employee in Afghanistan told 
Reuters.

The worst previous attack was an insur

gent assault on a Kabul guest house where 
UN. staff were staying in October 2009. 
Five employees were killed and nine oth
ers wounded.

The two largest recent attacks on U.N. 
compounds in other countries are a 2007 
bomb in Algiers that killed 17 U.N. staff, 
and a 2003 attack on the Baghdad ho
tel that was the UN. headquarters there, 
which killed at least 22 people.

Christian preacher Terry Jones, who af
ter international condemnation canceled a 
plan last year to bum copies of the Koran, 
supervised the burning of the book in front 
of about 50 people at a church in Florida 
on March 20, according to his website.

He told the British Broadcasting Corpo
ration he did not feel guilty over the deaths 
in Mazar. “We are not responsible for their 
actions,” Jones said, when asked about the 
attack.

Thousands of demonstrators marched 
through western Herat city and about 200 
in Kabul to protest the same incident, but 
there was no violence at either demonstra
tion.

Long-standing anger over civilian ca
sualties has been heightened by the Ko
ran burning and the recent publication of 
gruesome photographs of the body of an 
unarmed Afghan teenager killed by U.S. 
soldiers.

‘Cowardly’ attack
The Afghan police and army, whom the 
United Nations rely on for its first line of 
defense, were apparently unable to control 
the crowd. The NATO-led coalition said 
German troops answered a request for 
help, but it was not clear when the call was 
made or answered.

UN. officials in New York said earlier 
that as many as 20 UN. staff may have 
been killed. They said later that figure had 
included people who turned out to be Af
ghan demonstrators.

An Afghan police spokesman said two 
of the U.N. dead were beheaded. Le Roy 
said no one was beheaded, although one 
victim’s throat was cut.

The head of the mission in the city, a 
Russian, was injured but was now in the 
hospital, the Russian Foreign Ministry 
said. Russia called on the Afghan gov
ernment and international forces to “take 
all necessary measures” to protect UN. 
workers.

Romania’s Foreign Ministry said pre
liminary information suggested a Ro
manian citizen was among the dead, the 
Norwegian UN. mission confirmed a Nor
wegian was one of the dead and Sweden 
confirmed a Swedish man was also killed.

U.S. President Barack Obama, Afghan 
counterpart Hamid Karzai and NATO Sec
retary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen 
joined condemnation of the attack. (Addi
tional reporting by Hamid Shalizi in KA
BUL, Stephanie Nebehay in GENEVA, 
Amie Ferris-Rotman in MOSCOW and 
Louis Charbonneau in NEW YORK, Writ
ing by Emma Graham-Harrison; Editing 
by Alex Richardson and Peter Cooney)

Facing housing crunch, Saudi Arabia edges 
to allowing mortgages
Shura Council approves legislation amid drive to 
encourage home-building

By David Rosenberg 
For the Media Line

T
he day a Saudi will 
be able to walk into a 
bank and walk out with 
a mortgage is getting 
closer after the country’s 

Shura Council this week approved a 
much anticipated mortgage law.

Getting a mortgage industry up and 
running has wide-ranging implica
tions, not just for ordinary Saudis, for 
whom home ownership is beyond the 
financial reach of many, but for the 
economy and its building industry, 
which analysts say will benefit from 
the resulting surge in demand and con
struction.

“One of the many things it would 
do is encourage new housing devel
opment,” Matthew Green, associate 

director of Middle East research at CB 
Richard Ellis, a U.S. property services 
firm, told The Media Line. “Saudi Ara
bia has an undersupply in residential 
property. It would encourage devel
opers into the market. It would allow 
those who cannot at the moment afford 
to buy their own home.”

The mortgage law is one of a host 
of reforms the kingdom has under
taken in the past several weeks as it 
nervously tries to douse any potential 
flare-up of unrest of the kind that has 
spread across the Middle East. While 
the kingdom has shunned political 
change, the country’s housing short
age has emerged as a target area for 
people-pleasing action.

King Abdullah announced plans 
earlier this month to spend $15 billion 
to build 500,000 new homes and fund 
more generous government loans to 

buyers as part of a massive economic 
stimulus program. Last Friday, the 
Saudi state news agency announced 
the establishment of a Ministry of 
Housing to tackle the growing crisis.

Already the most populous nation 
in the Gulf, the number of Saudis has 
grown 20% since 2002. Demand for 
homes is going to swell in coming 
years as the country’s young popula
tion reaches the stage in life when they 
marry, start a family and want a home 
of their own. Some 47% to the coun
try’s current indigenous population of 
18.5 million are under the age of 18.

But the government’s plan to de
velop 500,000 units won’t come close 
to addressing demand, according to 
Banque Saudi Fransi. They forecast the 
country will need to add 1.65 million 
new homes to its stock by 2015. Credit 
Suisse estimated demand is even big
ger, saying the country will need some 
two million more units by 2014.

More than half of all Saudis rent due 
to the high prices of land and housing, 
which have become unaffordable for 

low- to middle-income families be
cause mortgage lending isn’t an op
tion for financing a home purchase. 
Ordinary bank loans entail substantial 
down payments, short terms of no 
more than 15 years and high interest 
rates. As a result, most people have to 
draw down on savings.

CB Richard Ellis says Saudi tiny 
mortgage market, not counting gov
ernment home loans, equals 1% of 
gross domestic product, compared 
with 7% in the United Arab Emirates 
and 16% in Bahrain.

Not surprisingly, given the limited 
options for home buyers, home-build
ing is geared toward the wealthiest. 
Jones Lang LaSalle, a U.S. real es
tate services company, estimated in a 
report March 27 that 70% of all new 
homes were built for people in the top 
10% income group. Aside from the 
lack of financing for low- to middle
income families, new construction is 
typically done on a small scale of five 
units or less, which is more expensive, 
it said.

Indeed, CB Richard Ellis estimates 
about 15% of the country’s housing is 
vacant because the people who need 
homes can't afford the ones being 
built

“There’s a long-term problem in 
Saudi Arabia with shortage of housing 
partly related to inability for people to 
get mortgages,” Daniel Kaye, senior 
economist at the National Bank of Ku
wait, told The Media Line.

Officials have been dragging their 
heels for years on establishing a mort
gage market, but Shuaa Capital, a 
Dubai-based investment bank, said 
growing pressure for reform should 
speed up the process.

“Of course, the proposed law will 
not be implemented overnight,” Shuaa 
analyst Roy Cherry said in a March 29 
report. “We expect the Shura Coun
cil’s approval to require a number of 
follow-up steps including the king’s 
signature before it actually becomes 
enacted. However, given the height
ened reform friendliness of MENA 
governments over the past couple of 

months - this should not take long (at 
least in relative terms).”

Shuaa cited eight companies, among 
them Dal Al-Arkan, Saudi Arabia’s 
biggest developer, and builder Arabtec 
Holding as the companies most likely 
to benefit.

The downside for consumers is that 
the law will make it possible for lend
ers to repossess homes if the borrower 
falls behind in his mortgage, a process 
that is virtually impossible under the 
current law. The government’s Real 
Estate Development Fund, which 
current dominates the residential real 
estate finance market by offering sh
ariah-compliant interest-free loans, is 
rumored to have a significant default 
rate.

Home prices will probably also rise. 
Even before the mortgage legislation 
was announced, Jones Lang LaSalle 
said it expected rents and land prices 
in Saudi Arabia to climb 10% over the 
next two to three years as the housing 
aid and other stimulus measures boost 
demand and purchasing power.

Republic of South Sudan faces precarious start
By: IRIN

A
 resurgence of internal 
armed opposition in 
Southern Sudan illus
trates that the birth of 
this new independent 

nation, scheduled for 9 July, will be 
marked not only by celebrations of 
long-fought liberation from the North, 
but also by anxiety about the govern
ment’s ability to maintain peace and 
stability across a vast and ethnically 
diverse region.

Claims of rebel unity feed this anxi
ety. The most prominent man now 
fighting the southern army (SPLA), 
George Athor, a former SPLA general, 
who broke away after claiming fraud 
in April 2010 gubernatorial elections, 
recently announced that five opposi
tion forces active in several states had 
forged a united front against the ruling 
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement 
(SPLM).

“Our objective is realization of de
mocracy in the new country of South 
Sudan,” Athor said by satellite phone 
from his undisclosed hideout in Jon- 
glei.

“We must ensure that all Southern 
Sudanese are equal irrespective of 
tribe.” Athor said, arguing that there 
is “no equality among southerners” 
under the rule of the SPLM, which is 
dominated by the Dinka, the region’s 
largest ethnic group.

SPLA spokesman Col Philip Aguer 
dismissed Athor’s unity claim, insist
ing that all the various opposition 
forces scattered across the South had 
in common was support from Khar
toum. Aside from a few documents of 
dubious authenticity, no hard evidence 
has emerged to support this allega
tion, made repeatedly since rebellions 
escalated after the elections last year, 
and then again after a lull surrounding 
January’s secession referendum.

Over recent weeks hundreds have 
been killed in the violence, which 
echoes the internal conflicts that raged 
during the South’s decades-long armed 
rebellion against the North. That larger 
civil war ended with the 2005 signing 
of a Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
(CPA).

“Current reports indicate that more 
than 10 conflict incidents relating to 
militia groups occurred in March,” 

said Giovanni Bosco, head of the UN 
Office for the Coordination of Human
itarian Affairs (OCHA) in Juba, the 
Southern capital.

He added that almost 16,000 people 
had been newly displaced in Jonglei, 
Upper Nile and Unity states as a re
sult.

“The recent increase in the intensity 
and scope of violence in parts of the 
South is worrying. Even more worry
ing is the impact of fighting on civil
ians, including on the high number of 
returnees [from the north] present in 
some of the affected areas,” said Bos
co, noting that the fighting - and relat
ed relocation of five NGOs in Jonglei 
- limited the humanitarian response 
and risked disrupting the current start 
of the school year.

“Of additional concern are reports 
of newly laid land-mines, which pose 
a threat to the security of civilians and 
jeopardize the agricultural season,” he 
said.

The UN has also warned that more 
than 10,000 civilians displaced by 
clashes between the SPLA and Athor’s 
group in Jonglei were “in a dire state 
with serious shortages of food, water 

and medicine... a number of elderly 
people have died” while fleeing to 
places of sanctuary set up by local au
thorities.

“This is not what we expected,” said 
Philip Aguer (not related to the SPLA 
spokesman), a former SPLA child sol
dier whose father died in the civil war. 
“We are disappointed with what we are 
now experiencing,” he said, referring 
to the army’s alleged “mistreatment of 
innocent people” in its counter-insur
gency operations.

Inclusive leadership needed
Several analysts have underlined how 
important it is for all citizens to trust 
the government of the soon-to-be in
dependent state to represent their in
terests.

“South Sudan [as the new country 
will officially be named] will need to 
demonstrate that it belongs to all South 
Sudanese; that it does not belong 
to any ethnic, religious or political 
group,” Jok Madut Jok. an academic 
specializing in conflict analysis, who 
now serves as Minister of Culture, said 
in a 25 March speech at the University 
of Juba.

Civil society groups have criticized 
Salva Kiir, President of the Govern
ment of Southern Sudan (GoSS), for 
failing - beyond offering amnesty to 
various rebel leaders if they disarmed 
- to significantly make good on public 
promises in the referendum’s run-up 
to accommodate his political and mili
tary opponents.

On 17 March, the Carter Center is
sued a statement urging the SPLM to 
be more inclusive in the transition to 
independence and criticizing the party 
for its “dominance over all decisions" 
and its prevention of “meaningful par
ticipation from opposition members”.

For Zach Vertin, an analyst with the 
International Crisis Group, “Manag
ing diversity and building a common 
national identity in the new South will 
not be easy, particularly in a still-mil
itarized environment. How the GoSS 
and the SPLA handle these latest re
bellions may set the tone for the post
independence period, as relationships 
are redefined between state and non
state actors," he told IRIN.

“A forceful response [to armed op
position] on its own is unlikely to 
yield solutions, particularly where lo

cal communities, ethnic tensions, and 
legitimate grievances are mixed in. 
Southern leadership should open po
litical space and articulate a strategy 
to address genuine grievances so as to 
consolidate its legitimacy among the 
public more broadly. Otherwise, these 
may not be the last of the rebellions," 
he warned.

Ali Verjee, a senior researcher with 
the Rift Valley Institute, told IRIN: 
“The violence has demonstrated that 
the currents of discontent within both 
the SPLM and SPLA are far from re
solved, and have a growing constitu
ency of support, which may grow fur
ther still.

“While the causes of the violence are 
complex, it’s worth noting at least two 
holdovers from the CPA: a continuing 
failure to successfully integrate other 
armed forces into the SPLA and dis
satisfaction with the flawed 2010 elec
tions, which collectively opened more 
wounds than they healed.

“The patterns of behaviour that have 
so far defined the approach to military 
integration and political competition, 
if sustained, will not end Southern Su
dan’s instability,” he warned.
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KARACHI, March 28, 2011 — A boy sits outside his burnt shop after fire took place at a 
market in southern Pakistani port city of Karach. At least 108 shops and godowns were 
gutted in a fire, which erupted in the metropolitan's second largest wholesale market, 
commonly known as the Empress Market of Saddar Town.
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SIRTE, March 28, 2011 — Libyan rebels pray after they were ambushed by forces loyal to 
Muammar Gaddafi in the eastern Libyan town of Sirte.
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KABUL, March 28, 2011 — An Afghan balloons seller 
carries his balloons for sell in Kabul, capital of Afghanistan.

Xi
nh

ua
/A

hm
ad

 M
as

so
ud

DAMASCUS, March 29, 2011 — Syrian Vice President 
Farouq al-Shara (R) meets with visiting Chinese special 
envoy to the Middle East Wu Sike in Damascus, Syria, 
March 28, 2011.
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TUNISIA, March 29, 2011 — A refugee from Libya is seen at 
a camp in Tunisia near Libya, March 26, 2011.
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ANNABA, March 28, 2011 — Fans cheer before the Group 
D qualifying match for the African Cup of Nations CAN- 
2012 between Algeria and Morocco held in Annaba, east of 
Algeria, on March 27, 2011. Algeria won by 1-0.
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BANGKOK, March 28, 2011 — Thai army soldiers 
demonstrate the efficiency of the Russian helicopters in 
transporting troops at a military barrack in Bangkok. Three 
MI-17 V-5 helicopters from Russia costing 29.1 million 
U.S. dollars, were delivered to Thai army on Monday. The 
medium transport helicopters - to be stationed at the Army 
Aviation Center in Lopburi province, about 150 kilometers 
north of Bangkok - will be used for disaster relief missions 
such as extinguishing wild fire and assisting people in 
distress.
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BENGHAZI, March 27, 2011 — Libyan rebels arrive at the 
frontline between Sirt and Ras Lanuf, eastern Libya. The 
rebels claimed that they have entered Ras Lanuf.
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10 4 April, 2011 Readers View

Youtn Talk
Compiled by Mahmood Al-Matari and Safiya Al-Jabry

In this section we talk to young people about their 
concerns, hopes and dreams. Every week we hit the 
streets and share what young people have to say right 
here.

This week’s question:

What are your hopes and dreams 
for the future of Yemen?

Abdulrahman Alshamiry
One of the greatest proverbs I admire states, “Dreams are 
not the ones which come when you sleep, but they are the 
ones which keep you up at night.” I dream of the very best 
for my beloved country, Yemen, a country that in my opin
ion is highly respected by other nations where people live 
in harmony and peace. A homeland where positive values 
are practiced, religious beliefs are upheld and obedience 
to the law is put into effect regardless of race, tribe or 
position. We all are supposed to be counted for doing our 
share in any way we can to help our visions come to reality 
and to shape a better Yemeni future that is accessible to 
everyone in our social system.

Wala’a Almaktari
Do you mean Yemen without Saleh? I’m 1oo% sure it’s go
ing to be much better than now.
Our oppressive president claims that his position is some 
sort of protection for us, but Yemeni youth will continue 
saying “You are definitely mistaken.”
There must be more than one person who can lead Yemen 
back to its dignity and esteem. Ali’s ouster means a real life 
for Yemen.

Najat Ahmed
The dreams I have for my country are too many to be mea
sured. What I hope for is a country that will raise the full 
potential of its youth and give them the chance to march 
towards development and civilization.

Samar Al Harazi
Yemen without corruption, Yemen without barbarism, Ye
men without tribalism... those are just some of the dreams 
and hopes I have for my country.

Ahmed M Zawia
I dream of a country where we are able to walk and travel 
freely and proud as Yemeni citizens. However, this will not 
happen unless we all change our views and work for our 
country, and not on our own personal interests. Allah does 
not change the condition of people unless they change 
themselves.

Saddam Al-Adwar
My dream is to see a government with qualified youth 
given roles. To see people walk around without carrying 
weapons or chewing qat. To see people go on with their 
daily lives normally and contributing to service and devel
opment.

Ali Al-Maznaee
I hope to see the country prosper and progress. I would 
like to see a fight against corruption, the elimination of 
qat, better education and to see faces of ambitious youth in 
the new government.

Taha Muthana
I hope for a better future for my country. My dream is to 
have a regime that engages youth and cares more for the 
production system instead of the consumption system. I 
would like to see all Yemeni people giving, sharing and 
helping to build new Yemen.

Next Week’s Question:
Do you think that President Ali Abdullah 

Saleh is making the right decisions for the 
country?

Follow this section for a new question every week and feel free to 
reply with your answers or feedback by sending an e-mail to 
ytyouth@gmail.com
So this is your chance to share your humorous stories, poems or 
opinions with other young readers!

Pro-government demonstrations last Friday were protected by tanks and low flying helicopters. 
These soldiers posed to several photo ops for their admirers.

YT photo by Jeb Boone

We were all wrong about Yemen
By Abubakr Al-Shamahi

T
hey said it could not be 
done. President Saleh 
has ruled Yemen, a proud 
country with a history dat
ing back to biblical times, 

for 32 years. Apparently well-loved by 
his people, he has reneged on his pledg
es to not run for the Presidency again 
three times, each time due to apparently 
spontaneous protests in support of him. 
‘We have no one apart from Ali,’ goes 
the people’s chant.

But now new chants are being 
screamed around the public squares of 
Yemen, the same chant that has also 
been heard in Tunis, Manama, Cairo, 
Benghazi and Damascus; ‘the people 
want the downfall of the regime.’

That the Saleh kleptocracy is on the 
verge of being overthrown should not be 
a surprise, considering the state Yemen 
finds itself in. This is a country where

the average age is 18, unemployment is 
atmospheric, corruption is a way of life 
and poverty is everywhere.

However, Saleh was never strong 
enough to be able to repress his people 
in the open. His repression has been 
underhand, robbing the Arab world’s 
most fertile country of its resources. 
This less visible form of subjugation is 
hard to make clear to the people, who 
see no bullets flying at them, and there
fore no reason to rise up.

Then there were societal factors 
such as the level of education. Ex
perts pointed especially to the lack of a 
middle class as a fundamental obstacle 
in the path of any Yemeni revolution. 
Qat renders Yemenis unproductive for 
a large proportion of the day, and many 
of the early protests petered out in the 
afternoon, as protesters went home to 
get their fix.

There is a real fear that Yemen will 
become the world's next failed state.

The state has faced serious uprisings, 
and al-Qaeda activity. Yemen is also 
one of the most weaponised societies 
on Earth, with 75 million firearms in 
a country with a population of 25 mil
lion.

I can happily say that it seems that 
the naysayers were incorrect.

Momentum has gathered slowly, 
and now millions of protesters are de
manding the immediate resignation of 
the President. The army is mostly on 
their side, joined by large number of 
parliamentarians and diplomats. The 
sheer will of the youthful protesters, 
with their organization and tenacity, is 
a hopeful sign of a cultural change in 
Yemen.

Another indication of the change 
that Yemen is seeing is in the composi
tion of the protesters themselves. They 
come from all walks of life, and from 
different political standpoints. The 
tribes are a significant presence here,

yet a positive one. They have left their 
weapons behind, and have taken it upon 
themselves to frisk those coming into 
the protest area, to ensure the safety of 
those calling for change.

Various tents hold discussions on 
politics and the future of the country, 
university professors lecture about 
their fields of study, women speak on 
the main stage and are applauded and 
cheered by men of this patriarchal 
society, singers entertain the crowds 
with popular music and revolutionary 
songs.

We were all wrong about Yemen, 
and even if the demands of the youth
ful protesters are not met immediately, 
there is no denying that a barrier has 
certainly been broken. The way that 
Yemenis have overcome the various 
barriers placed in front of them will 
surely be studied for years to come; a 
new style of revolution, peacefully pro
testing, despite all the odds.

NOTICE 
TO ALL

BRITISH NATIONALS

We advise against all travel to Yemen and we 
recommend that British nationals should leave by 
the commercial options currently available. You 
are strongly advised to avoid demonstrations and 
remain very vigilant in public areas.
If you have not registered with the Embassy, we 
urge you to do so now using 
00 967 1 308125 from Yemen
or +44 (0)20 7008 8765 from the UK,
or by emailing: consularenquiries.sanaa@fco.gov.uk

British Embassy, Sanaa.

mailto:ytyouth@gmail.com
mailto:consularenquiries.sanaa@fco.gov.uk
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read 
English-language newspaper

Ali Al-Qadhi: “Only the regime’s Al-Qaeda exists”

A
li Abdraboh Al-Qadhi, a sheikh 
from the Murad tribes of Marib, 
is head of the independent 
block in Yemen’s parliament. 
Al-Qahdi was a close friend of 

Yemen’s most beloved president, Ibrahim 
Al-Hamdi, and a leader of the Nasserite 
party in the 1970s. After participating in a 
failed coup attempt in 1978 he was sen
tenced to execution but later pardoned by 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh. Al-Qadhi is 
considered one of the most important po
litical and tribal figures in Marib province.

The Yemen Times’ Shatha Al-Harazi 
met Al-Qahdi to and asked him about the 
controversial and notorious role played by 
Al-Qaeda in Marib.

To what extent does Al-Qaeda exist in 
Marib?
A tribe took over a check point in Marib 
on Sunday and the government said 
they were Al-Qaeda; the same tribe took 
military tanks and a police car in an open 
desert area. Why didn’t the military follow 
them? They were in an open area with no

mountains that was less than 40 square 
kilometers. For me this is proof that Al- 
Qaeda does not operate outside of the 
regime.

So you’re saying Al-Qaeda doesn’t re
ally exist?
It’s only the regime's Al-Qaeda.

What do you mean by the regime’s Al- 
Qaeda?
The regime moves them wherever they 
want to. Whenever the regime is in trouble 
they use Al-Qaeda as a tool to scare the 
west and the United States and make 
them think that if not for Saleh, Al-Qaeda 
would overrun Yemen.

Is there any chance that Al-Qaeda could 
take over Marib, as the regime says?
That will never happen. Al-Qaeda can 
never overcome Mareb as there is nothing 
called al-Qaeda there.

What about all the recent Al-Qaeda at
tack that have been taking place in

Marib?
This question should be asked to the par
liament. How do these attacks happen? 
If Al-Qaeda members are in Marib where 
do they disappear to after the attacks? Do 
they have stairs to the sky that walk up af
ter attacking us?!

What do you say to the US who have 
expressed their concern about Saleh 
leaving?
I felt sorry after hearing the US defense 
minister’s declaration that if Saleh leaves 
the battle with Al-Qaeda in Yemen will es
calate. This is simply not true. The truth is 
that when this regime departs Al-Qaeda 
will vanish.

Why is the US taking different ap
proach toward Libya than it is towards 
Yemen?
This question should be asked to the US 
ambassador and the military councilor. Ask 
them why they are applying such double 
standards to Yemen. 53 protesters were 
killed last week and over 600 seriously 
injured and what was the US response? 
They only condemned the attack, whereas 
in Libya the international community were 
talking about invading after the country 
when a similar number were killed.

Does that mean you would like to see 
international troops arriving in Yemen 
too?
Of course I don’t want this. All I ask is that 
they speak out against Saleh and stop 
clinging to the idea that he is the only 
guard against Al-Qaeda.

Political analysts say the US wants the 
president's sons and nephews to stay 
in power after he leaves as they are well 
trained in counter-terrorism measures, 
do you think this is the case?
They can stay if Saleh leaves. The opposi
tion does not have a problem with them

keeping their posts, the problem is that 
Saleh has built a state for them. He cre
ated institutions simply to give them posts: 
he made a National Security instead of 
the political security, republican guards in
stead of the republican military and a cen
tral security instead of public security.

Do you think people in Marib are block
ing roads and cutting the electricity

supply to Sana’a in order to put pres
sure on Saleh to leave?
No these are gangs from the regime. 
Marib is still in Saleh’s hands. He wants to 
scare people into thinking that if the oppo
sition were to gain power that chaos would 
break out in places like Marib. In fact it is 
not the government who are protecting 
these electricity wires but local citizens 
themselves.
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