YEMENTIMES

el Photo Essay Feature o Feature |Silence Surroi Report
= Yemen’s imamate: Empire on top Voices Deaths & fmIE:, Sana’a Military
P i e e ofthe rock prm | FESELEE | Musewndocuments
i the revolution
left a lasting legacy ?ﬁ“ﬁ' ﬁﬁﬁ e
= & R
— Page 4 Page 8 Page 10 i A Page 14
[

S *-‘f\-..wg.um 5@ s
330 (ruadtl 9 Ao~1g3d
. Sl ylaliw (e YT T

"e
%}gﬂ Hi@‘]ﬁm_ﬂwﬁsmjdjmﬁﬁt

Sl Sg dllel
www.sabafon.com

U




Advertisement

BUSINESS
FOR PEACE
26 September, 2013

FOUNDATION
Award - 2013

s e Ll =TT E R E T (R R L R T

Fald s e i S A e SN ALl Ly LA Ay e

T —

0 b b 3 8 e 113 Sy S 2y pm

et Juy BLOBE 50 5 505 000 e 10 te Clppma B Jaiell 00 T3E (1,008 | < Fotee p 30 22} e by S 0 Sk WoaT

gt s OO0 D00 5500 5 2aa A Sgs T e Clapsns B Skl g M {1 a) sy B0 AR (638 Raa

- bt e ;rm‘.ﬂﬂl.lﬂﬂa;.l.-,-L.Js.,p.#t.g,.i._.,uﬂqu [y =Tk g B BB a8 A0 W And ke

o (1] = ke S ) e T 000 8 ECiad e TOUE 5 g B e Gl S0 151 gl Fhan iy

E:L}Lull |.h_g_;.|:|

+ Bt gl o L) i st g o1 Y S T e A1 il AT L e i B a1l il o1 T gl 3 by S 90

Al ST Bl g e 3l A e b e e AN Bl et N T e i Lt AT oty S B i i

e =

B A0 o Al 10 5 e S 11 L Ly =Y il gm0 L 3209 53t FE 20 Sy

‘- 2. ﬂ'ﬁl_&-'#—tl'ﬂ-!jhu#.hr--‘dlln;ﬁl:ﬁﬂ.”l.rh';&j“}”i_’;;f.ﬂ_‘#‘i‘;ﬂ‘h—';_ﬂu;‘lﬂ

. &S

.— -

vl St e 0 Haaladi g s S porLAN e Gk T g maala T NG i ud 130
ST
SAEBAFON

e LU PR LFI), e i E NI S g NS L I | L L1 5 R e U TN e Tr g e, ' J PRy YT | I P, i IS S R T
< B pial 1 oo b g B 5k B e gl

i s bl il';-- g TH-H‘“;-I.H-A-I.--H—I!-I w lad 0 gl A ™ J'.J!--'n-”:i'-'ﬂ-ph- u'ﬂ 3.'I-.:.--'--" LT
www.sabafon.com

Crasdl B JIRIN L5 gl uS¥1 g Jo¥1 JEAL




Road Experts

ji)ra Hertz

World On Wheels

Think Smart... Turn to the

Universal Rent a Car

Sana’a Tel: (01)440309, Aden (02)245625

hert: com

IS COPY 15 N0 FORSALE

N/EDITI@M

) i A% e

Revolutionary Days: An employee at the Military Museum in Sana’a guides museum goers through an
exhibit on the Sept. 26 revolution. The imam’s rule may be long gone, but inside the walls of the museum, his
controversial legacy lives on. Read all about the historic event inside. (Photo by Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki)

Fireworks display
and other Sept. 26
celebrations moved
to Al-Ordi Square

Officials say they are priori-
tizing safety

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Sept. 25—Large celebra-
tions are planned in Sana’a for the
51st anniversary of the Sept. 26,
1962 revolution, which brought an
end to imamate rule over North Ye-
men.

Security is expected to be very
tight this year, officials told the Ye-
men Times.

An estimated 1,000 people are ex-
pected to gather at Al-Ordi Square
on Wednesday in Sana’a for a fire-
works display in celebration of the
national holiday. Al-Ordi Square
begins at Bab Al-Yemen and ends at
Zubari Street.

The gathering, usually held in

Tahrir Square, was moved to Al-
Ordi—near the Defense Ministry—
this year for security purposes, said
Aish Awas, the president’s chief of
security.

Following a period of explosions
and assassinations around the
country, Awas said they preferred
an area with a strong military pres-
ence in case of suicide attacks.

Sana’a security manager Dr.
Omar Abdulkareem told the Yemen
Times that the area has been well-
guarded this past week.

“We deployed soldiers and ar-
mored vehicles a week ahead of
time to the area to guarantee that
nothing will disturb the ceremony,”
Abdulkareem said.

During a rehearsal for the May
22 military parade last year in Al-
Sabeen Square, a suicide attack left
almost 100 soldiers dead and doz-
ens injured.
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Middle East Shipping Co. Ltd.
Hayel Saeed Building Ring Road,
Malla, Aden, P.O. Box 5470,
Republic of Yemen

Tel : 967 2 241355

Fax: 967 2 241321

Email: ahaidra@mideastshipping.com

LAMNALCO SAFIR through their
local Agent Mideast is seeking

to recruit Yemeni experienced
Candidates alumnus of Maritime
Academy for the next positions
on their four(4) ASD 95 BULLARD
PULL/6100 KW.

» Chief officers and engineers
who possess valid certificates
of competence in accordance
with STCW95 and international
regulations, valid certificates of
medical fitness in accordance
with ILO. We seek andidates
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Al-Jazeera

Insurance & Reinsurance

Head Office:

Sana‘a - Faj Attan - P.O.Box:1376
Tel.: +967 -1- 428809/425012/13
Fax: +967 -1- 418369

Aden Branch: Al-Mullaa St.
Tel.: +967- 2 - 243101
Fax: +967- 2 - 243202

Hodeidah Branch:
Tel.: +967- 3 - 248011
Fax: +967- 3 - 248010

Al-Mukalla Branch:
Tel.: +967- 5 - 307187
Fax: +967- 5 - 307188
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WFP funded food assistance

programs target schools

Families in eight
governorates nationwide
eligible for aid

Rammah Al-Jubari

SANA’A, Sept. 25—Committees as-
sociated with the School Feeding
Project at the Ministry of Educa-
tion began, on Tuesday, distribut-
ing food assistance to more than
325,000 families in eight Yemeni
governorates.

The program, which is supported
by the United Nation’s World Food
Program (WFP), families in Am-
ran, Al-Mahweet, Hajja, Raima,
Taiz, Ibb, Al-Baida’a and Al-Dale’
governorates are eligible to receive
50 kg. of wheat, five kg. of grain

and 4.5 liters of oil.

Hamood Al-Akhram, the project
manager at the ministry, said the
WFP conducted a two-month sur-
vey to identify the targeted fami-
lies based on their social welfare
entitlements.

More than 16,000 tons of wheat,
325,000 cans of oil, and 674 tons
of grains will be distributed to the
families.

Al-Akhram said the ministry
launched the project in schools in
order to encourage rural and low-
income families to enroll their
children in classes.

“It’s totally a humanitarian proj-
ect that aims to help impoverished
families and those households af-
fected by inflation,” he added.

Over half of Yemen’s population,
including two million children,

are in need of humanitarian aid,
said U.N. relief chief Valeri Amos,
at a press conference earlier this
month.

Abdulla Al-Wardat, the WFP
deputy country director in Yemen,
said the program aims to help poor
families nationwide but their capa-
bilities are limited due to a reliance
on donor countries.

The aid provided by the U.N.
agency is undoubtedly insufficient,
he said, “but it can ease the suffer-
ing of impoverished families for
some time.”

Since the 2011 popular uprising
that toppled former President Ali
Abdulla Saleh, oil and food prices
have soared and a majority of the
population is struggling to keep
up, according to international aid
agencies.

NDC Working Group reforms

judiciary

Yemeni Judges Club on
strike to rail against new
procedures

Rammah Al-Jubari

SANA’A, Sept. 25—As part of its
mandate to reform the justice sys-
tem, the State Building Working
Group at the National Dialogue
Conference (NDC) has announced
the new selection process for the
Judicial Supreme Council, the
country’s highest court.

It is based on a survey of “best
practices,” gathered from judicial
systems around the world, said
Mohammed Marem, head of the
State Building Working Group.
The Yemeni Judges Club has re-
sponded to the news with a tempo-
rary strike that began on Sunday.

According to the mandate, 15
percent of the Judicial Supreme
council will now consist of academ-

ics and 15 percent will come from
the lawyers’ syndicate. By includ-
ing a small number of “outsiders”
in the assembly, the State Building
Working Group hopes to “create
change,” and break up judges’ ‘mo-
nopolies’ in the council.

Judges will no longer be ap-
pointed to the council, they will be
elected. Parliament will then con-
firm justices once they verify each
elected candidate’s qualifications.

To protest the National Dialogue
Conference (NDC) State Building
Group’s selection criteria, mem-
bers of the Yemeni Judges Club
began suspending their work on
Sunday, except for urgent issues,
such as those relating to prisoners,
said Jamal Al-Fuhaidi, the deputy
head of the Yemeni Judges Club.
Now, the judges say they will go on
a complete strike, dismissing all
cases if the NDC doesn’t react.

Al-Fuhaidi told the Yemen Times
that the Yemeni Judges Club will
continue their protests until the

council “regains independence”
and is comprised solely of judges.

Out of 46 members in the work-
ing group, 43 voted in favor of the
decision.

Lawyer Marwan Al-Dwsari criti-
cized the reforms, telling the Ye-
men Times that the State Building
Working Group is tasked with es-
tablishing criteria for the Judicial
Supreme Council, not distribut-
ing percentages amongst differ-
ent groups “unrelated to the judi-
ciary.”

As part of the decision making
process, the State Building Work-
ing Group met the Yemeni Judges
Club three times. It also consulted
justice system experts around the
world, including those from Euro-
pean and Arab countries.

The Yemeni Judges Club asked
for a meeting with President Abdu
Rabu Mansour Hadi to outline
their objections to the reforms
of the State Building Working
Group.

NDC member resigns, says small political
parties are ‘marginalized” at talks

Mohammed Al-Hassani

SANA’A, Sept. 25 — A National Di-
alogue Conference (NDC) member
handed in his resignation Tuesday
in protest of being denied a chance
to speak to the presidium of the
State Building Working Group, of
which he is a member.

Abdulaziz Al-Bukair, the general
secretary of the Social Nationalist
Party, left the nation’s reconcilia-
tory talks in response to what he
calls the marginalization of rep-
resentatives from small political
parties and independent represen-
tatives. Al-Bukair is the only repre-
sentative of the Social Nationalist
Party at the NDC.

The Social Nationalist Party was

recognized by the Parties Affairs
Committee, the body responsible
for registering parties in the coun-
try, as an official political entity in
February 1997.

Al-Bukair accused the dialogue’s
presidium, the conference’s gov-
erning body, of pre-determining
the conference’s outcomes.

“Since the start of dialogue, the
presidium has controlled the NDC,
diminishing the tasks of the work-
ing groups,” he said.

Hamza Al-Kamali, an indepen-
dent member at the NDC, said Al-
Bukair is an example of the voices
of smaller political parties that is
being drowned out by the power-
houses, namely, the General Peo-
ple’s Congress (GPC) and the Islah

Party.

“Dialogue participants are treat-
ed like school students who should
listen and not speak,” he said.

Yasser Al-Ruaini, the deputy
general secretary of the NDC,
downplayed Al-Kamali and Al-Bu-
kair’s claims.

“Al-Bukair exaggerated the is-
sue, but it will be taken care of,”
Al-Ruaini said. “The dialogue’s
time frame is over. So we should
not focus on the outcomes.”

Members of the Social National-
ist Party ran in parliamentary elec-
tions in 1993 and 1977, but did not
win seats. Candidates ran again
in the 2003 election, but lost out
again.

Following attacks on oil tankers,
security forces take back road

Tribesmen used oil trucks
to serve as leverage for the
return of seized weapons

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Sept. 25—Security forces
have been stationed on the main
road from Marib to Sana’a after
armed Nihm tribesmen seized
about 90 oil tankers over the past
six days.

All tankers have been recovered.
Each truck holds about 65,000
liters of fuel, said Yihya Humaid,
Sana’a’s Security Department di-
rector, amounting to roughly $2.5
million in losses had the trucks not
been returned.

Officials say tribesmen were

requesting the release of 1,000
weapons that were seized by secu-
rity forces last month and hoped
to use the tankers as bargaining
chips.

“We sent 300 soldiers to Nihm
to secure the release of the tank-
ers when tribal mediations failed,”
Humaid said.

The tribesmen fled when the se-
curity forces entered the area, he
said, and the Interior Ministry is
now in control of the area, accord-
ing to Humaid. It will station sol-
diers on the main road to ensure
safe passage of future vehicles and
tankers.

Humaid told the Yemen Times
that the state cannot deploy forces
to guard every road but the main
road connecting Sana’a to Marib
is in desperate need of strong se-
curity.

“We will have reinforcement
ready [in case they are] needed,”
he said.

Omar Al-Magqtari was one of the
90 tanker drivers stopped by Nihm
tribesmen. When the truck he was
driving was seized, the tribemens
gave him the option to walk away.

Despite the dangers associated
with his job and warnings from
other drivers, Al-Magqtari said he
had little economic choice to turn
it down.

“Since I knew I'd be free to leave
the tanker behind if I wanted, I de-
cided to drive on,” Al-Magqtari said.
“Hizez station managers in Sana’a,
where I was supposed to drop the
fuel off, said there was nothing
they or I [could] do.”

Drivers that chose to stay with
their tankers used their vehicles as
sleeping quarters.

Two officers assassinated
in Sana’a within 24 hours

Samar Al-Ariqi

SANA’A, Sept. 25—Unidentified
gunmen assassinated Colonel Ali
Al-Dailmi on Tuesday morning in
front of the Military Hospital. Al-
Dailmi was around the hospital in
plain clothes.

An eyewitness at the scene, Nash-
wan Hadi, told the Yemen Times
that Al-Dailmi was wearing civilian
clothes when two armed men on a
motorcycle shot Al-Dailmi dead us-
ing what appeared to be a gun with
a silencer. The men fled the scene.

“We heard nothing, but in a mo-
ment the colonel was dead,” he
said.

The assassination came less than
24 hours after the assassination of
an Air Forces’ officer identified as
Abdulwahab Azan by two gunmen

on a motorcycle while inside his car
near the Aya Roundabout, in the
eastern part of Sana’a.

Colonel Ahmed Al-Sanbani, di-
rector of the Air Forces’ command-
er, said assassination are a huge
problem that the government is not
dealing with effectively.

“The Interior Ministry hasn’t an-
nounced anything to date, although
many assassinations have take
place,” he said.

Recent statistics issued by the
Interior Ministry say that ap-
proximately 200 Yemeni officers
were assassinated during 2011 and
2012.

Often times Al-Qaeda in the Ara-
bian Peninsula (AQAP) is blamed
for the death of officials, blamed for
the deaths of officials without any
detailed allegations.

The General Book Authority de-
layed the start of the 29th Sana’a
International Book Fair from
Thursday to Sunday.

Zaid Al-Faqih, deputy head of
the publishing and distribution
section at the authority, said the
book fair was postponed because
a shipment of books was delayed
for technical reasons.

The 12-day fair will be held
at the Expo Center on Al-Siteen
Street. Over 200 local and Arab
publishing houses will be atten-
dance.

Reporting by Samar Al-Ariqi

Islah and Al-Rashad NDC representatives
reject legislation outlawing domestic abuse

Mohammed Al-Hassani

SANA’A, Sept. 25—After a long
and stressful debate between po-
litical parties in the Rights and
Freedoms Working Group at the
National Dialogue Conference
(NDC), legislation outlawing do-
mestic abuse against women was
referred to the Reconciliation
Committee, last Thursday, for
closer scrutiny.

This came after representa-
tives of two parties known for
their conservative leanings, the
Islah Party and Al-Rashad Party,
rejected the legislation, saying it
violates Islamic law.

Amal Al-Makhdi, a Houthi rep-
resentative at the NDC and sup-
porter of the proposal, said both
parties objected to an article that
states, “The government is com-
mitted to protect women against

all forms of violence, especially
domestic violence, as well as pro-
tecting battered women.”

According to the NDC’s voting
regulations, no legislation can be
enacted if there is more than a 10
percent objection in any working
group.

Out of 80 members in the
Rights and Freedoms Group, the
Islah Party has seven represen-
tatives, who along with the only
member of Al Rashad Party, form
10 percent of the group.

Al-Makhidi said the committee
will make some amendments to
the proposal to prepare it to go to
the group again for a vote.

One of the articles of the legis-
lation the representatives of the
Islah Party and Rashad Party in
the working group took issue
with is the punishment of a man
if he physically abuses his wife.

Mona Ali Kulaib, one of five fe-
male representatives from the Is-
lah Party, said she “will not agree
to issues that oppose Islamic Sha-
ria.”

According to Al-Makhdi, cur-
rent Yemeni law does not include
any articles that criminalize do-
mestic violence against women.

Dr. Antlaq Al-Matwakil, an in-
dependent representative at the
NDC, said the objection of those
parties is politically motivated.

“Both parties have narrow-
minded notions about women,
considering them inferior, even
though Islam treats men and
women equally,” she said.

“Sometimes, certain topics are
politicized, but some issues, such
as protecting women against vio-
lence and harassment, are mor-
ally indisputable,” Al-Matwakil
said.

Invitation for Bids (IFB)

Republic of Yemen
Ministry of Agriculture &irrigation
Agro-Biodiversity and Climate Adaptation Project (ACAP)/ Global Environment Facility (GEF)

Supply of Weather alert system for Civil Aviation & Meteorology Authority (CAMA)
ICB No: ACAP/GEF/G/2/2013

1. The government of Yemen has received through the World Bank a grant from the Global Environment Fund (GEF Grant
No. TF096330) towards the financing of the Agro-biodiversity and Climate Adaptation Project (ACAP) Global Envi-
ronment Facility (GEF), and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of this grant to payments under the Contract
for Supply of Weather alert system for Civil Aviation & Meteorology Authority (CAMA)), ICB No: ACAP/

GEF/G/2/2013.

2. The Agro-Biodiversity and Climate Adaptation Project (ACAP) now invites sealed bids from eligible and qualified
bidders for Supply of Weather alert system for Civil Aviation & Meteorology Authority (CAMA), the bid will

consist of two lots as follow:
Lot 1: Weather Studio (WS)

Grant NO.: TF096330

Lot 2: Web Server / Climatological Database (WSCD)
The interested bidder can apply for one or more lots

3. Bidding will be conducted through the International Competitive Bidding (ICB) procedures specified in the World Bank’s
Guidelines: Procurement under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits, and is open to all bidders from Eligible Source Countries

as defined in the Guidelines.

4. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from Agro-Biodiversity and Climate Adaptation Proj-
ect (ACAP) and inspect the Bidding Documents at the address given below, from 8.00 AM to 3.00 PM.

5.  Post qualification requirements include:

(a) Financial Capability:

The Bidder shall furnish documentary evidence that it meets the following financial requirement:
A minimum average annual turnover: US$ 0.8 million year in the last 3 years, along with documentary

evidence.

(b) Experience and Technical Capacity;

The Bidder shall furnish documentary evidence to demonstrate that it meets the following experience require-

ment:

Performance data for goods may include Information on similar deliveries in the last three years description of
competence of the bidder’s technical personnel; and certification by official quality control institutes
Complete details of qualification requirements are provided in the bidding documents.

The Bidder shall submit with its bid the following additional documents:
(a) A copy of valid registration

(b) A copy of valid sales tax certificate + tax card.

Foreign companies are excluded from providing certificates, licenses and cards referred to above, and shall be required only to

provide legal documents of eligibility issued by country of origin of these companies

A margin of preference for certain goods manufactured domestically shall not be applied. Additional details are provided in the

Bidding Documents.

6. A complete set of Bidding Documents in English may be purchased by interested bidders on the submission of a written
Application to the address below and upon payment of a non refundable fee [100 US$]plus 50US$ for courier ser-
vices charge. The method of payment will be in cash or cashier’s check. The document will be sent by [courier Service].

7. Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before 11:00 am on (6/11/2013).

Electronic bidding will not be permitted. Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be opened in the presence of the bidders’
representatives who choose to attend in person or on-line at the address below At 11:00 AM on ( 6/11/2013) All bids

must be accompanied by a Bid Security of,

Lot (1): Weather Studio (WS)USD 10,000, Lot (2) : Web Server / Climatological Database (WSCD) US D10,000] or an

equivalent amount in a freely convertible currency.

8. The address referred to above is:

Agro-Biodiversity and Climate Adaptation Project (ACAP)

Attn: Ms. Bilquis Anwar AS attar.

Abu Baker Al Sedeek Street In front of the Raiman Schools

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen
Tel: +967 1 441770- 450472
Fax: +967 1441768

Email: acap@yemen.net.ye
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Yemen’s imamate:

No longer ruling, but the former leaders left a lasting legacy

Yemen Times Staff and a newly independent North Yemen e a4
emerged under the rule of Imam Yahiya. 4
he Ottomans first invaded Ye- Imamate rule ended on Sept. 26, 1962
men in the 1500s but faced re- when those fighting for a republic led a 4

volt and were expelled in the coup against Imam Mohammed, who had
1600s. They invaded again in only been in power for one week following
the 19th century but leftin 1918  the death of his father, Ahmed.

A 1940s Ford that served as the Imam Yahiya’s transportation
in Sana’a.

A model of a man preparing food during Imam Yahiya’s rule us-
ing kitchenware of the time.

The soldier on the right depicts the military uniform
during the rule of Imam Yahiya, the one on the left
depicts the uniform during Imam Ahmed’s reign,
and the one in the middle depicts the uniform of the
southern state before unity.

The flag of the Mutawakkilite Kingdom, or North Yemen, with a
sword in the middle and five stars.

A model shows how prisoners were shackled dur-
ing the imam’s rule.

IL.C Saeisn

Enclish Teacher JcbVYacancy

Intarnational Language Canter {ILC) ha= open positions for Teachears of
English az a Second or Foreign Language. ILC is a center established
hylinivarsity of Scienca & Tachnolagy {UST) with a miasion to provide
profaszsional educational services and te contributa b the advancament
. of societly. ILC operates on a large campus with various facilities,

The staircase to a stage including a separate building for girls [3.8. Girls Branch)], a fully

made 100 years ago that aquipped multimeaedia lab, a TGEFI-BEBT, and an acadamic rezource

Imam Yahiya a used to ad- centar,all-conduciveto an exciting laaming atmosphere. ILGIs looking for
dress people at Sana’a’s qualified candidatas who are intarasted in joining a team-oriented

Grand Mosque. organization with a sirong curriculum, which supports instructors’

eraativity and prefessional devalopment.

Lualifcations:

+ Education: Bachelor's degres is desirable, preferably in English as a
Sacond Language {ESL) or Linguiatics,

« Experiance: A minimum of twa years of relevant expariencs in teaching
ESL is prefarred,

« Ability: Demonsirated ability 1o teach in a student-centared mannar
using tha Communicative Approach and to estahlish a pesitive
clagsroom-learning anviranmant

+ Engliah Proficiency: & high level of English proficiency in all language
gskille g regquired native Englizh spaakersa will be givan prefereance.

« Knowladge: Strong knowladge of Eagliah language teaching
methadalogies and tachnigques.,

Job Duties and Responsibllitien

= Teach English as a Second Language using commun icallve teaching
methoda,

+ Provice language relaforcement activities craatlvely and productively
and s=ataiah high-level student rapport and molivaton.

* Prepare lesacna, asaign and corract homework, and adminigier and
markguizzes and exama.

= Select and develop supplementary activities to enhance the quality of
learning.

= Evaluate student progress in all language skills and work individually
with student as needed, providing counseling and advice in support of
the program goals.

+ Participate aclively and efficiently In wovkshop and staff meetlngs.

= - Eligibiles ¢ arilictatess are as ke bo Solomil a GV o ILE, LS T Streed mext o A-Hataa Molors, or via
Weapons that date back to Ottoman rule in Chains and cuffs revolutionaries found at Gham- etall: ilcEuslediat or further [nformaborn, please cenlacl us on 967 T11221755
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What’s in a name?

Imam’s grandchildren combat stigmas associated with their infamous family legacy

Story and photos by
Samar Qaed

n an apartment located

just east of Sana’a, a group

of about 15 people gather

on floor cushions in a ma-

fraj, a room in a Yemeni
house typically used for entertain-
ing. They sit—some in T-shirts and
jeans, others in traditional Yemeni
clothing—casually talking politics,
chewing qat and gossiping about
family members.

But when this family gossips, they
are talking about a household name.
They are some of the direct dece-
dents of the Imam Yahiya Hameed
Al-Deen family that ruled northern
Yemen for over 40 years, culminat-
ing in the family’s final removal of
power following the Sept. 26 revo-
lution when the military removed
Yahiya’s grandson from power. Fol-
lowing the coup, a majority of the
family left for other countries in the
Gulf, with many returning to their
ancestral land following the Gulf
War. However, their name followed
them.

Yemen Times met with some
of the grandsons of Imam Yahiya
Hameed Al-Deen that live in Sana’a.
On the 51st anniversary of the revo-
lution that removed their family
from power, they reflect back on
their history since the monumental
event.

Lost lands

“After we came back to Yemen, we
restored our name and decided to
try and preserve our identity,” said
44-year-old Mohammed Hameed
Al-Deen, referring to his family’s
return to Yemen after Iraq invaded
Kuwait in 1990, where they had
been for about the past 40 years.

During the Gulf War, former Ye-
meni President Ali Abdulla Saleh’s
went against the rest of the Gulf
region and objected to the war on
Iraq.

In retaliation, Kuwait and Saudi
Arabia authorities deported hun-
dreds of thousands of Yemenis liv-
ing in their countries, including Al-
Deen family.

“We did not feel out of place in
Kuwait, the situation was very nor-
mal. However, we felt strange when
we returned to our home country,”
said Mohammed.

When the Al-Deen family fled Ye-
men after the September revolution,
they left their property behind.

“We went to Wadi Dhahr to re-
store our land.

A name that follows: Descendants of Yemen’s former ruler, Imam Yahiya Hameed Al-Deen, say that they face discrimination in Yemeni society.

from studying at a military or police
academy.

“They are afraid we would get
popular sympathy and return to
the rule of the imamate again,” Mo-
hammed said.

The family is very insistent on
their right to live in Yemen and en-
gage as citizens.

“It is not harmful if members of
the Al-Deen family are employed
as consultants or deputies. Some of
us are scholars, professors and doc-
tors, and we live under the rule of
the republic,” said Saleem Hameed
Al-Deen, another member of the
family.

Mohammed, who works as a sales
manager in a private company, and
his 11 siblings all hold university de-
grees.

Looking for peace

Saleem is from part of the family

that never left Yemen. He and his

immediate family lived in Rada’a
for decades. But

But it had been
taken over by in-
fluential figures
and guarded by

when the 2011
uprisings  hap-
pened, the fam-
ily decided to

armed  men,” move to Sana’a,
said  Moham- looking for an-
med. T h ey are other fresh start.

Although they - “We were at-
tried, all of the afrald we tacked by Al-
imam’s land, Qaedalaffiliates]
w}}ich many would get who thought we
said was exces- were enemies,
sive but typical [accusing us]
of a ruler of that popu Iar of Dbeing af-

time, had been
seized, including
Dar Al Hajar, a
palace on top of
a rock in Wadi
Dhabhr, just out-
side of Sana’a.

At one point,
former  Presi-
dent Saleh said
lands would be
returned, a de-
cision that re-
ceived little pop-
ular support.

“It was a lie,”
Mohammed

sympathy
and return
to the rule of
the imamate

filiated with the
Houthis (a sect
of Zaidi Shiites
in northern Ye-
men),” said Sa-
leem. “We have
no connection to
any movement
or sect.”
Happier now
in Sana’a, Sal-
eem knows he
will always be
associated with
his heritage.
“Ourlastname
represents us,”

admits.  “They

laughed at us,

saying, ‘You believed the presi-
dent!”

The state has placed other re-
strictions on the infamous family.
The government prohibits any of
the male decedents of the imam

he said.

The family of
Hameed Al-Deen is traced back to
the grandson of Prophet Moham-
med, Al-Hasn Bin Ali. Members
of this family currently exist in
Sana’a’s Old City, Hajja, Ibb, Wadi
Dhar, Taiz and Rada’a.

Escape disguised

Believed to be decedents of the
Prophet Mohammed. It is very
challenging family tree to draw
and some estimate their loose fam-
ily affiliations like second cousins
to be in the millions. Relatives
can be found in Sana’a, Hajja, Ibb,
Wadi Dhar, Taiz and Rada’a.

An unidentifiable number chose
to remain outside of Yemen after
the revolution and some changed
their names or shortened them
to just Hameed to distance them-
selves from the stigma associated
with the former ruling family’s
name. Especially on legal docu-
ments like passports, the family
tries to avoid their last name.

Dr. Yahiya Hameed Al-Deen, a
pediatrician in Sana’a, said it can
be in the best interest of his family
members to distance themselves
from the past.

“Some authorities refuse to em-
ploy my cousins because of their
last names. If they work in compa-
nies, and are honored, their family
names are not written on the cer-
tificates.”

Family members say they have
an easier time in the private sector,
where mertit can sometimes trump
their heritage.

“We are [typically] deprived of
promotions in the public sector,”
said Yahiya.

There is also a large portion of
the family that is trapped in Saudi
Arabia, Yahiya says. After they fled
to the Gulf nation following the rev-
olution, they were unable to obtain
nationality and without passports
for Yemen, they cannot move.

While there is documentation of
some of the imam’s family’s brutal
rulings while in power, a third-gen-
eration says these stigmas should
not follow them around.

Participation at National Dia-
logue Conference

In February 2013, a group of the
Hameed Al-Deen family issued an
official statement, asking to be rep-
resented in the National Dialogue
Conference, a request that was ul-
timately turned down.

“Our family cannot politically
take part in state affairs,” said
Hassn Hameed Al-Deen, who is-
sued the request. “This is our coun-
try and we want to have a hand in
managing it.”

The family says the dialogue
would have been an opportunity

to correct some of the misconcep-
tions they say are associated with
them.

“We do not want to rule Yemen.
What we want is our legal rights as
any other Yemeni,” said Hassn.

Hassn says they took to the
streets in 2011 to participate in Ye-
men’s uprising that toppled former
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, a po-
litical leader, who like the imam, is
accused of holding onto power for

too long.

But members of the imam’s fam-
ily insist that their intentions are
aligned with everyone else’s.

“We want a new Yemen,” said
Hassn.
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OUR OPINION

Elections
2014

ccording to the plan, we should

have elections before mid-2014.

It will be local, parliamentarian

and presidential elections, pro-

vided we endorse a presidential
system. We will also have regional elections
for Yemen’s new regions.

The crucial date is Feb. 21, 2014 because
that will be exactly two years from the previ-
ous presidential election/referendum whereby
President Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi was made
consensus president for the two year transi-
tion.

Next year’s elections are supposed to bring
change. They are a milestone for the transi-
tion, sending the message to Yemenis around
the world that they have left the fighting be-
hind and are now part of a new Yemen with a
more just system of governance.

However, considering how matters are pro-
gressing or rather not progressing in real life,
many Yemenis, including myself, are worried
that the coming elections may not really bring
the change we seek.

The main concern is that the balance of
power politically has not really changed.

The strong traditional parties such as the
former regime’s party, the General People’s
Congress (GPC), and the Islah Party still dom-
inate the scene and will definitely win most of
the seats in the new government because of
their large influence. The truth is that because
of poverty, Yemenis—no matter how tired they
are of the traditional powers, are going to be
vulnrable and tempted to vote for parties in
return for money.

Smaller parties need more time to establish
their ground and prove their worth. They need
a more stable and less poor environment so
voters make their decisions without feeling
pressured by economic need.

Other issues are more technical. One issue
relates to the details of the new structure. The
constitution is expected to outline a general
framework for regions and local provinces
but not in depth. These have to be drafted in
laws and internal charters to establish func-
tions, authorities and requirements of the new
positions to be filled through elections at all
levels.

We also don’t know whether Hadi will or
should have competition in the 2014 presiden-
tial election or whether it should be an exten-
sion of the transition. He could also stay presi-
dent through a constitutional declaration.

We want elections because they are the only
democratic means for choosing our leaders,
but I doubt that we as nation and state, are
ready for it to happen in a few months from
now.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

When Western PC meets Arab democracy

The complications that accompany secular democracy in Middle East nations presents Western spectators with
a difficult moral dilemma

Shlomo Avineri
Haaretz.com
First Published Sept. 20

ne reason the

West is hav-

ing  difficulty

understanding

what’s happen-
ing now in the Arab world is its
Eurocentric approach and its
efforts to evaluate events us-
ing concepts and occurrences
that characterized European
historical development. When
events in the Middle East re-
fuse to fit into this Procrustean
bed, the West is often left help-
less in its cluelessness.

This lack of understanding
is particularly evident with re-
gard to the concept of secular-
ism, which is of major impor-
tance given the rise of Islamist
elements following the down-
fall of tyrannical regimes—
as happened in Tunisia and
Egypt—and given the complex
struggle in Syria.

Throughout Western history,
the processes of seculariza-
tion were linked to the legacy
of the Enlightenment heritage
and went hand in hand with
liberalization and democrati-
zation. In the Arab and Muslim
worlds, however, the picture
is completely different. There,
secularization in the Middle
East stemmed from the efforts
of authoritarian rulers to copy
Western models of secular-
ism and impose them by force
on traditional Muslim societ-
ies. Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in

Turkey and the Shah in Iran
saw the forcing of secularism
onto traditional Muslim soci-
ety as an integral part of their
projects to modernize their na-
tions.

Despite the differences be-
tween the two, both Ataturk
and the Shah tried to forcibly
uproot religious customs and
institutions. For example, men
were forbidden to wear tur-
bans and women to wear veils.
European styles of dress were
imposed, and the educational
system—a powerful tool in the
modernization = process—was
characterized by secular con-
tent and didn’t allow Islam any
foothold in the state schools. In
Turkey’s case, replacing Arabic
script with Latin script was
aimed at cutting off the Turks
not just from their Ottoman
history but also from their link
to Muslim holy writings.

But as demonstrated by the
Islamic Revolution in Iran
and the rise of Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s party to power in
Turkey, over time this forced
secularization generated very
broad popular opposition and
brought to power, with popular
support, Islamist elements that
opposed secular coercion.

In the Arab world secular-
ization was also an integral
part of the modernization pro-
cesses under military dictator-
ships. Former Egyptian presi-
dents Gamal Abdel Nasser and
Hosni Mubarak oppressed the
Muslim Brotherhood, each in
his own way, and saw a republi-

can government backed by the
military as the best guarantee
for maintaining the secular na-
ture of the regime and the pub-
lic square. Saddam Hussein in
Iraq and the Assads in Syria,
who placed secularization at
the center of the Ba’ath ideol-
ogy that characterized their
regimes, imposed secularism
more brutally.

Of course it is no coincidence
that Saddam represented the
Sunni minority in Iraq, which
has a Shiite majority, while the
Assad family relies on the Ala-
wite minority in Syria, which
has a Sunni majority. “Secu-
larism” was a convenient ideo-
logical cover for maintaining
regimes that in both countries
represented a religious minor-
ity. But one cannot ignore the
content these regimes poured
into their rule beyond this veil.
It turns out that tyranny and
secularism can coexist.

As a result, what preserved
the status of Iraq’s Christians
was actually Saddam's tyran-
nical regime, while in Syria,
President Bashar Assad ar-
gues- quite rightly-that his re-
gime was what protected the
Christians, and to some extent
the Druze, from oppression by
the Sunni majority. It is also no
coincidence that Saddam’s for-
eign minister, Tariq Aziz, was
a Christian, as is Walid Mual-
lem, the foreign minister of the
Assad regime; these were not
merely token appointments,
but reflect a much deeper real-
ity. It has also emerged in re-

cent weeks that the large Cop-
tic Christian minority in Egypt
sees the military regime that
ousted elected President Mo-
hamed Morsi as the only bar-
rier against the Muslim Broth-
erhood’s fundamentalist rule.

In other words, contrary to
what happened in the West,
in the Middle East secularism
is associated with oppressive
tyranny, and democratic pro-
cesses -as in Turkey or Egypt-
or partially democratic ones,
as in Iran, bring religious ex-
tremists to power.

This complex situation pres-
ents Western political correct-
ness with a moral dilemma.
Westernpolitical narrative usu-
ally refers to political struggles
in binary terms, as a struggle
between tyranny and democ-
racy, between secularism and
benighted religion, between
the forces of light and dark-
ness. Obviously, even in the
West the reality is more com-
plicated, but there is no doubt
that for historical reasons, in
the Arab world the struggle is
not between good and evil.

That’s why it’s so hard for the
West to deal with what’s going
on in Egypt. After all, it’s clear
that the military staged a coup
against the elected president,
the point is that the democrat-
ically-elected president repre-
sented an antidemocratic and
fundamentalist worldview,
which is why much of Egypt’s
secular liberal elite, as well as
its Coptic minority, found itself
supporting the generals.

In Syria the situation is even
more complicated: A substan-
tial proportion of the refugees
who have fled Syria are Chris-
tians, just as Iraq lost almost
half of its Christian popula-
tion after the fall of Saddam.
It’s not easy for Christians in
Syria to support the horrific
Assad regime, but for them
the alternative is undoubtedly
worse. This, by the way, is also
one of the reasons the Rus-
sians are supporting Assad. At
issue for Moscow are not just
strategic and geopolitical con-
siderations, but also the fear
of the possible consequences
of a radical Islamist victory in
Syria for the domestic reality
in Russia, where close to 20
percent of the population is
Muslim (mostly Sunnis).

This complexity of tyranni-
cal secular regimes alongside
Islamic fundamentalism also
explains why it is so hard to
hope that the current upheav-
als will lead to democratization
and the formation of a liberal
democratic regime in any Arab
country. The mistake being
made by commentators, think-
ers and Western statesmen
who want to see the Arab world
as a mirror of political devel-
opments in Europe is indica-
tive of a provincial, Eurocen-
tric bigotry that seeks to shape
the world in Europe’s image.
It turns out that the notion of
the “white man's burden” has
a liberal version, a less-than-
legitimate heir of traditional
European imperialism.

Naming the dead: Putting a number and a face

to drone deaths in Pakistan

Sameera
Carbonated.tv.com
First Published Sept. 23

he Bureau of In-
vestigative  Jour-
nalism (TBIJ, a
London-based
not-for-profit news
organization) has initiated
a project titled ‘Naming the
Dead’, which aims to quan-
tify and identify the number of
people killed by drone strikes
in Pakistan. The purpose is to
challenge Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) claims that few
civilians have lost their lives to
America’s drone war.

TBIJ’s website keeps a com-
prehensive record of the vic-
tims of drone airstrikes in
Pakistan, which according to
the organization’s calculations
have Kkilled at least 2,537 peo-
ple. Estimates suggest that up
to a quarter may have been ci-
vilians, including children.

The CIA claims a high rate for
militant casualties, citing that
strikes since May 2010 have
killed more than 600 militants
but no civilians. This claim has
been repeatedly questioned
and refuted by experts, journal-
ists and researchers from both
the international community
as well as within Pakistan.

However a recently leaked

report from Pakistan showed
that during the 2006-09 pe-
riod covered in the document,
officials had extensive internal
knowledge of high civilian ca-
sualties. Rauf Khan Khattak,
a former Political Agent from
Pakistan and a long-time oppo-
nent of foreign drone strikes,
believes the newest figures
could be the most reliable ob-
tained so far.

The CIA claims [it
has] killed more
than 600 militants
but no civilians.
This claim has been
repeatedly ques-
tioned and refuted
by experts, journal-
ists and research-
ers from both the
international com-
munity as well as
within Pakistan.

“What you end up with in
these reports is reasonably ac-
curate, because it comes from
on-the-ground sources culti-
vated over many years. And the
political agent is only interest-

ed in properly understanding
what actually happened,” he
told TBIJ.

At the end of January 2013,
TBIJ was able to identify by
name 213 people killed by
drones in Pakistan who were
reported to be middle or se-
nior-ranking militants. The
first names will be published
on Monday.

A further 331 civilians have
also now been named, 87 of
them children.

‘At the moment we know
the names of fewer than 20
percent of those killed in Paki-
stan’s tribal areas. At least
2,000 deaths still remain pub-
licly anonymous,” said Chris
Woods, who leads the Bureau’s
covert drone war team.

‘Our aim will be to identify
by name many hundreds more
of those killed. A significant
number of those identities will
be known by local communi-
ties, by U.S. and Pakistani of-
ficials, and by militant groups.
We hope to convince them to
share that information.’

According to the Bureau,
“Researchers based in Pakistan
and the U.K. will seek to build
up biographical information for
all of those killed, whether ci-
vilian or militant — their name,
age, gender, tribe, and village,
for example. Where possible,

photographs, witness state-
ments and official documenta-
tion will also be published.

The team will seek assistance
from the Pakistan and U.S.
governments in identifying
those killed. And researchers
will also call on Taliban fac-
tions and other militant groups
to release information on the
many hundreds of fighters
killed in more than 360 U.S.
drone strikes since 2004.”

America’s covert drone war
appears to be entering a new
phase.

Until recently, strikes were
carried out with the tacit co-op-
eration of host governments.

According to a Pakistani of-
ficial who wanted to remain
anonymous, “There is a tacit
understanding to agree to the
drone attacks and to deny the
agreement, because the gov-
ernment doesn’t want to go
against public opinion.”

A cable sent by Anne Patter-
son, the then U.S. ambassador
to Pakistan in 2008, supports
this claim.

“[Interior Minister Rehman]
Malik suggested we hold off
alleged Predator attacks until
after the Bajaur operation. The
PM [Prime Minister Yousaf
Raza Gilani] brushed aside
Rehman’s remarks and said, ‘I
don’t care if they do it as long as

they get the right people. We'll
protest in the National Assem-
bly and then ignore it.”

But support from Islamabad,
Pakistan’s capital city, no lon-
ger exists.

Recent drone strikes in Paki-
stan have been publicly con-
demned by the government as
being ‘in total contravention of
international law.’

There is a tacit
understanding to
agree to the drone
attacks and to deny
the agreement,
because the govern-
ment doesn’t want
to go against public
opinion.

If TBIJ’s manages to pro-
vide convincing data (although
current evidence is convinc-
ing enough) those who oppose
predator drones in countries
like Pakistan and Yemen will
have a stronger case.
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Empire on top of the rock

Imam’s former palace stand today as a tourist destination full of history

Story and photos by
Ali Abulohoom

housands of tourists
visit Dar Al-Hajar, or
the “rock palace,” each
year. It is an iconic part
of Yemen’s landscape
and is admired for its architecture

and history by Yemen enthusiasts
around the world. The palace seem-
ingly grows out of the massive rock
it lays on top of, combining nature
and a human ingenuity.

Prior to the Sept. 26, 1962 revolu-
tion, the palace was a place to sum-
mer and vacation for the nation’s
ruler at the time, the imam. Just as

the revolution reclaimed the nation
for the people, it opened the rock
palace up for the public.

Imam Yahiya Hameed Al-Deen
built the palace in the 1930s as a
retreat from scorching summers in
Taiz. It would remain in his fam-
ily until his grandson was removed
from power in a military coup, ig-
niting Yemen’s 1962 revolution.
Located 15 km. west of Sana’a in
Wadi Dahr, the palace has five sto-
ries. According to the imam’s for-
mer guard, 9o-year-old and still
local Wadi resident, Ahmed Ali
Al-Hamdani, the imam preferred
Dar Al-Hajar to his palaces in Taiz,
Sana’a and Hajja.

There are bedrooms, bathrooms,
and numerous mafarajs, or livings
areas in the structure.

Imam Yahiya enjoyed spending
most of his time on the fifth-story
Mafraj, a long, rectangular room
with furniture along each of the
walls. It was in this mafraj that he
would receive social figures and
dignitaries who came from all gov-
ernorates to discuss national is-
sues.

Al-Hamdani told the Yemen
Times that the imam had his own
butcher, Hajam, who would slaugh-
ter ten rams and five calves each
morning for the leader, his family
and guests.

Imam Yahiya would take a walk
around the palace orchards each
morning. His gardeners and farm-
ers would pick the ripest grapes,
figs, pears and vegetables to give
the imam to take back to the pal-
ace.

“There were small lands within
the orchards that grew qat for the
imam and his guests,” Al-Hamdani
said. Now, most of the orchards are
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The rule of the imam is now only alive in the memories of men like 90-year-old Ahmed Ali Al-
Hamdani.

used to grow qat.

"Imam  Yahiya
married four wom-
en,” Al-Hamdani
said. “His first wife
belonged to the Al-
Mutwakel tribe.
She was very gen-
erous and treated
people kindly, just
like the imam—who
considered himself
a Caliph of Mus-
lims."

Contrary to Al-
Hamdani’'s  opin-
ion, the imam is
often remembered
by historians as a
brutal leader who
was intolerant of
opposing political
ideologies.

But Al-Hamdani
has fond memories
of one of the imam’s
wives. Once, when Al-Hamdani’s
wife became ill, the imam’s first
wife approached him, though it
was forbidden to appear in front
of strangers, and asked him why
he was down. She gave him money
when she learned about his wife’s
illness.

The imam’s three other wives
were from Sanhan, Bani Hushais
and Arhab.

When at Dar Al-Hajar, Al-
Hamdani says the imam’s
wives had 50 maids.

Al-Hamdani said there
are special passageways in
Dar Al-Hajar to connect the
kitchen to the maids’ bed-
rooms. The imam’s wives
and children weren’t allowed
to come in contact with
maids or male servants. The
imam abided by strict class
systems, historians say.

Many near Dar Al-Hajar
do not have such kind things
to say about the imam, who
was known to be very ad-
ministratively tightfisted.

Ali Saleh Al-Hamdani, a
30-year-old resident of Wadi
Dahr, is the son of a man
who was the accountant for
the imam.

His father was responsible
for distributing monthly sal-
aries to the imam’s soldiers.
Each soldier received YR3
per month, he said. Although
inflation rates have rendered
that amount of money use-
less today, as a comparison,
those who live near Dar Al-
Hajar say a house could be
built with YR6, about 3 cents
today, at that time.

“My father was distribut-
ing salaries prior to Rama-
dan and [decided to give]
each soldier a YR.5raise. The
imam found out and was go-
ing to punish my father, but
my father was a clever man.
He told the imam that he
gave them raises to secure
the imam a reward from
God in the afterlife,” Ali
Saleh said.

Following the assassina-

tion of Imam Yahiya in 1948, his
son, Imam Ahmed took over and
fled to Taiz and declared the city the
administrative capital of Yemen.
“Imam Ahmed knew that revolu-
tionaries were planning on sparking
a revolution in Taiz, where many
intellectuals were studying because
the concentration of schools,” said
Yemeni historian Hisham Damaj,
so the imam went to keep an eye
on the opposition, visiting the rock

palace far less frequently than his
father.

Following the 1962 revolution,
when Ahmed’s son was forced to
fleeto Saudi Arabia after a military
coup after only a week in power,
Dar Al-Hajar almost immediately
became a symbol of the past.

Today it is reveled for its archi-
tectural beauty and a reminder of
a family that ruled northern Yemen
for close to 60 years.

Inside the palace are reminders of a more simple time, like this non-
electric refrigerator.

Today the palace serves as a hot spot for tourists.
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Yemen's Imam
Had Big Yen
For Drygoods

Voices from print

Yemen’s revolution through the eyes’ of international media

Yemen.

Yeminl Radio gest.erday
reported the death of the
g6-year-old Arab monarch
but gave no details.

| The broadeast heard Iin
Aden sald Crown Prince El
Badr had been proclaimed

|Silence Surrounds
Death of Imam

ADEN, September 20.—Silence has
surrounded the death of King Ahmed
Ben Yayha Imam, bearded priest ruler
of the mystic Red Sea kingdom of

Imam of the tiny Kingdom
of five million people.
King Ahmed was the ab-

solute ruler of a hot, barren,,

little-known land In the
south-west of the Arablan
peninsula,

One of the last despotlc
monarchs in the world, he
reigned ruthlessly.

The Imam was g ruler In |

the Grand Arabian Nights
manner.

The King became spirl-
tual and temporal ruler of
the Yemen in 1948 after his
father and three of his five
younger brothers had been
shot,

In March last year, he
was wounded in on assas-
sination attempt during an
official visit to the Red Sea
port of Hodelda.

Two of the would-be as-
sassins were publicly be~
headed, and eir hodies
dragged through the dust to
hang from a tree,

* federation known

; ted Arab States''
mer United Arab

Y by Egypt

e ., 1068, Yl;em.enT

nuclear war.

Although coverage may have
been minimal, a review of old re-
ports reveal international media
was not completely negligent of
the happenings in North Yemen
in 1962 (before it was unified with
the South in 1990). Right beside
reports of the death of Marilyn
Monroe, the American film star,
were stories about the Arabic na-
tion undergoing leadership chang-
es.

“From the southern border to
the capital at Sana’a, tribesmen
appear delighted with the new re-
public,” AP correspondent David
Lancashire reported from Taiz, on
Oct. 5, 1962.

On the other side of the Arab
world, in the same year, the guns
of war and revolution fell silent
when Algeria voted for indepen-
dence, after years of bloody war.

The Sept. 26 revolution in Ye-
men heralded one of the first con-
frontations between Arab regimes

Cairo accusing it of supporting the
toppled Yemeni royalists.

According to media reports,
Egyptians then pledged support
to what the Yemeni rebels called
an “Islamic socialist republic in
Yemen.” They deliver tanks and
arms to the rebels, reports read.

In another AP report, there is a
detailed story about the way Saudi
and Jordanian broadcasters were
covering the Yemeni battle, in a
biased manner.

“The Saudi Arabian Mecca ra-
dio said tribal warriors fighting
on the side of Prince Saif Al Islam
Al Hassan were attacking in the
direction of republican capital [...]
Radio Amman of Jordan said the
royalist forces had begun marches
both on Sana’a and Hodeida,” ac-
cording to an AP report published
on Oct. 12, 1962.

Following the revolution, Yemen
was flooded with cheap foreign
crops, and traditional agricultural
practices fell apart. It was during
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first country to recognize the new
republic.

“Any aggression from outside on
the Yemeni Arab Republic will be
considered aggression against the
USSR,” declared Moscow, in an
AP report.

Then the newly born Republic
of Yemen was recognized by “Ga-
mal Abdel Nasser’s UAR, which
appeared to have had prior knowl-
edge of the revolution.”

An story dispatched from Aden
one week after the toppling of the
imam’s dynasty acknowledged the
new military regime.

A wave of political executions,
started after the September revo-
lution. It drew the attention of
foreign correspondents covering
events in Yemen. “More arrests
and executions in a wave of blood-
letting,” they wrote.

Less than a week after pro-
claiming the Republic of Yemen,
an AP report estimated that “70
members of the royal family and

terday  with (hreals by the
(rebel regume to invade Saudi
| Arabia's main southern port of
Qizan and the inmerior city of
MNujran.

L Supporting Attemis

Soudi Arahiu and Jordan are
supporting attempts by the de-
pesed Yemeni king, Imam Mo-
hammad Al-Badr, 1o regain his
throne. 'The Umniied Arub Re-
[ |public has sent planes and
tanks and perhaps 1000 sol-
diers to the tiny Red Sea coun-
| try's revolutionary regime.

=

retainers were slaughtered when
rebels shelled and seized the royal
palace at Sana’a.”

In those days, Radio Sana’a,
controlled by the military regime
and was “almost the only source of
information” for Yemenis. It was
also used as a tool for intimidating
the public, according to reports.

“Those who collaborated with
the old regime will pay for their
mistakes,” Reuters quoted Col.
Abdullah Sallal, premier and head
of the revolutionary council of the
new republic, as saying.
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On the occasion of

National Day Anniversary (26 September)
HAYEL SAEED ANAM & CO

is pleased to extend its warmest congratulations to

President Abdu Rabu Mansur Hadi

Head and members of parliament, Cabinet and the Shura Council
Presidential advisors and security and military leaders
Governors and general secretaries and members of Local Councils
Clergies, social figures and intellectuals
And all Yemenis

May all have a happy anniversary and return in the upcoming years within a secure, stable and sustainable development in
which all Yemenis, Islamic and Arabic nations witness prosperity, progress and well-being.

Abdulrahman Hayel Saeed Anam Ali Mohammed Saeed Anam
Deputy head of The Supreme Spervisory Council Head of Supreme Supervisory Council

a&—zﬁw J SLE

ARadelL Saeen anam & CoO.
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Presidents of Unified Yemen

Know your
Yemeni
presidents

Ali Abdulla Saleh

(July 1978-May 1990), North Ye-
men

(May 1990 — November 2011),
Unified Yemen

On July 17, 1983, the People’s Constit-
uent Assembly elected Saleh to a five-
year term as the president of the repub-
lic. He also became the commander of
the Armed Forces in the North. Unity
was declared on May 22, 1990, and Saleh was declared as president.

After 33 years of rule, Saleh stepped down after a popular uprising
started in 2011. His government was replaced by a transitional govern-
ment led by Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi.

Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi
(February 2012-Present)

Hadi was elected as the interim presi-
dent in a one-candidate election, re-
placing Saleh. Hadi has issued presi-
dential decrees restructuring the
military, including the removal of
dozens of military commanders loyal
to Saleh or other powers. He has also
headed the country’s comprehensive
National Dialogue Conference that kicked off on March 18, 2013.

The GCC Initiative, which outlined the country’s political transition,
called for elections after two years of transitional government. Many Ye-
menis are skeptical that elections will be held on February 2014.

Al Thrahinm Al-Moshic Presidents of South Yemen

Ali Nasser Mohammed
(April 1980- January 1986)

orth and South Yemen struggled to liberate their
countries for decades. In the North, it was against
the imamate rule. In the South, there was a call to
end the British occupation. The Sept. 26, 1962 rev-
olution ended imamate rule in the North and the
Oct. 14, 1967 revolution ended the British occupation in South
Yemen.
It was not the end of conflict in the two countries, however.
The following is a short guide to the presidency of Yemen, in-
cluding both former North and South Yemen leaders.

Qahtan Al-Shabi

(November 1967-May 1969) Mohammed came to office on April

22, 1980. He declared a continued
commitment to socialist ideology and
maintained relations with the Soviet
Union. His era witnessed many de-
velopmental achievements. Oil was
explored in the South for the first time

After a successful revolution that saw
the end of the British occupation, Al-
Shabi, one of the leading revolution-
aries, became the South’s president
on November 30, 1967. On May 22,
1969, Al-Shabi was arrested by the
opposition and he remained in prison
for the rest of his life. Salem Rubei Ali
took office.

during his rule.

On January 13, 1986, a short but bloody war broke out between
Southern factions that lasted one week. The opposition emerged
victorious and Mohammed left for Ethiopia before eventually set-
tling in London.

Salem Rubei Ali
(June 1969- 1978)

Presidents of North Yemen

Abdulla Al- Salal
(September 1962-November 1967)

Ali Salem Al-Beidh
(January 1986- May 1990)

The June 22 Movement, a movement
led by Salem Rubei Ali to end Al-Sha-
bi’s rule, led to the announcement of
Ali as the head of the Military Com-
mand Council.

The first phase of the Ali’s rule was
characterized by the shift towards so-
cialism, and included nationalizing
industries.

He held several negotiations with President Ibrahim Al-Hamdi
for the sake of unity. Ali was killed on June 26,1978, after being
sentenced to death by the Socialist Party and other government of-
ficials.

After the bloody events of Janaury, Al-
Beidh became both the president and
the General Secretary of the Socialist
Party.

Al-Beidh also continued to secure a
united Yemen. It was during his rule
that a united Yemen was declared, on
May 22, 1990. He was appointed the
Vice President of the Republic of Ye-
men, but called for secession in 1994. A civil war ensured between
the North and South. The North won the war and unity continued.

After leading a revolution against the imam-
ate rule, Al-Salal became the first president
of the Arab Yemen Republic. He was the
commander of the Royal Guard of Imam
Mohammed Al Badr. The imam only ruled
for one week before rebels launched a coup
and declared a republic on Sept. 26, 1962. Tt
was Al-Salal that leaked information about
the imam’s military strategy. Al-Salal was, in turn, deposed by Abdulrah-
man Al-Eryani in a coup in 1967 while on a visit to Iraq.

Abdulfatah Ismael

Abdulrahman Al-Eryani (June 1978-1980)

(November 1967-June 1974) Ismael was announced as the president of South Yemen on June 26, 1978. He continued efforts to unite Ye-

men. He maintained previous unity-related agreements and held deliberations with President Ali Abdullah
Saleh. Ismael also improved relations with neighboring countries.

On April 22, 1980, the Aden Socialist Party accepted Ismael’s resignation. Ismael had serious disputes with
the leadership of the Socialist Party, including Prime Minister Ali Nasser Mohammed.

After the coup that deposed Al-Salal, Al-Ery-
ani set up a republican council. Four mem-
bers of the council rotated as its heads. He
also formed a national council and a legisla-
tive authority. During his rule, he conducted
the first negotiations over unity between
the North and South. Though the imam’s loyalists regained control over
Sa’ada, border crossings in Hajja, and managed to seize Sana’a for 70
days, El-Eryani crushed the royalists and ended the siege. Other power
players within his government pressured him until he agreed to resign.
Ibrahim Al-Hamdi was his successor.

Ibrahim Al-Hamdi
(June 1974-October 1977)

Al-Hamdi came to power after Al-Eryani’s resigna-
tion. Al-Hamdi is remembered for investing in the
military, improving the economy and combating cor-
ruption. During his presidency, Yemen made big eco-
nomic strides. The first census in Yemen was conduct-
ed during his Al-Hamdi’s rule. He issued the Shura
council electoral law, set up the Supreme Committee
of Elections and the five-year development plan.
During his rule, an agreement was reached to in-
tegrate the educational curricula of North and South

Yemen.

On October 11, 1977, Al-Hamdi was assassinated, along with his brother, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Abdulla Al-Hamdi. They were assassinated in the home of Lieuten-
ant Colonel Ahmed Al-Ghashmi.

Ahmed Al-Ghashmi
(October 1977-June 1978)

After Al-Hamdi’s death, Al-Ghashmi took the helm as
the nation’s new president in October of 1977. He was
keen to continue investing in development like his
predecessor. He issued a presidential decree, estab-
lishing the People’s Constituent Assembly. On June
24 1978, he was killed when a bomb exploded in his
Sana’a office.

Judge Abdulkareem Al-Arashi
(June 1978- July 1978)

After Al-Ghashmi’s assassination in Sana’a on June
24, 1978, a 10-member military command council
was set up. Al-Arashi headed the council and also be-
came the General Commander of the Armed Forces.

The council issued a statement on June 24, 1978,
announcing that another president would be chosen
after 40 days. Forty days later, Saleh was announced
as president of North Yemen.
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Mr. Mohammed Ahmed Bin Sumait

Executive General Manager
And all ffaff onf

Masila Petroleum Exploration and Production Company
(PetroMasila)

present their warmest conaratulations to

H. E. Field Marshal / Abdrabbu Mansour Hadi

President of the Republic of Yemen

And to all Yemeni the occasion of

| b | vil

26" September Revolution.

. Wishing the Republic of Yemen and its wise leadership further achievements,
progress and prosperity.
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Sana’a Military Museum documents the revolution

Special Sept. 26 display

Story and photos by
Amal Al-Yarisi

t the entrance of the
Military Museum in
Sana’a, six life-size
statues are strategically
placed on the ground,
depicting the imam’s forces.

The museum courtyard is a line
of parked, vintage vehicles, all
dating back to the imam’s reign in
North Yemen. The museum has 11
halls, many named after national
occasions such as the Sept. 26 revo-
lution.

N

Photos hanging on the Sept. 26
Hall depict revolutionaries who
fought against the imam’s rule. Old
guns and weapons lay against walls
and on the ground.

Visitors’ attention is captured as
they move slowly from one photo to
another, reading descriptions and
taking everything in.

Secondary school student Osama
Adel Mana stares into a glass box
sitting in the middle of the hall. In it
is an old map used by revolutionar-
ies, marking the battle front during
the fight against the imam.

“I came to the museum to learn

)
§ SANA’A BRITISH SCHOOL
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SANA'A BRITISH SCHOOL

Sana'a Brilish School
$t, 21(off Nouakchott St.)
Telephone : (967-1) 203 950 - Fax : (967-1 ) 206 134
Email: administratori@@sbsyemen.com
Website: www.sbsyemen.com
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more about this revolution that was
fought by great people,” Mana said.

The Sept. 26 revolution ended an
imam reign that last from 1918 to
1962 in the North.

Located in the Tahrir district of
Sana’a, the Military Museum dis-
plays photos and objects from the
days of the revolution. It is a des-
tination for many schools and uni-
versities who arrange trips for their
students.

Museum guide Ahmed Ali told
the Yemen Times that more than
1,000 students visit the museum
every year.

“The number of visitors has in-
creased this year,” he said. Many of
the museums collectables are items
belonging to the former imam’s and
revolutionaries, as well as items
from the October 14, 1963 armed
struggle that was the beginning of
the end of British occupation in the
South.

“Some of the photos are of Egyp-
tian revolutionaries who support
the Yemeni revolution [against
imamate rule],” Ali said.

Another hall focuses on the 70
day siege on Sana’a by royalists fol-
lowing the Sept. 1962 revolution.

When Egyptian forces left Yemen
during Egypt’s six-day war with
Israel, royalists took advantage of
their departure to launch attacks in
Sana’a and other governorates in the
North. Revolutionaries still had the

support of Egypt, Syria and Algeria
and were ultimately victorious.

Museum attendee Jamal Al-
Sifyani criticized the museum for
not giving more information and
context for the photos, telling the
Yemen Times he does “not know
what” he is looking at.

“There is not enough information
to describe the events of Sept. 26.
You wouldn’t know what happened
by looking at these photos, unless
you witnessed the revolution,” Al-
Sifyani.

Ali said visitors should approach
museum guides and ask questions
if they want more information.

“We are here to tell the history of
Yemen,” Ali said.

The museum was constructed in
1902, initially as a school named Al
Sana’e.

The building was transformed
into a prison in 1918 after a decree
issued by Imam Yahiya Hameed
Al-Deen. It was later the headquar-
ters of the Iraqi military forces that
trained the Yemeni army in 1940.

In 1945, the building underwent
another transformation, being used
to receive high profile guests in
North Yemen. It was the Interior
Ministry headquarters from 1962
through 1984.

It has been used as a museum
since 1986 after former President
Ali Abdullah Saleh issued a decree
ordering it be turned into a military
museum.
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VACANCY ADVERTISEMENT

The Executive Bureau for the Acceleration of Aid Absorption and Policy Reforms funded by the
World Bank is looking for a skilled and motivated BA/BSc holder in Business, Commerce or any
relevant discipline with at least 4 years’ experience to fill the position of Administrative and
Procurement Assistant.

Job Description and Accountabilities:

Underthedirect supervision of the EB Managing Director, the applicant will be responsible for assisting
the EB in the effective implementation of EB procurement and providing general administrative
support to the EB Managing Director as outlined in the EB Operations Manual as follows:

e Carry out EB procurement plan in accordance with World Bank policies and procedures.

«  Maintain accurate records of all tenders, quotations and procurement activities,

« Maintain a diary of activities associated with tendering, quotation, negotiations and
procurement,

«  Prepare procurement reports as required by the EB,

«  Carry out routine and frequent assessment of best prices available from competing firms
and contractors and update EB records on suppliers, and provide all records for short
notice inspection and audits,

e Carry out admin on the project in accordance with the EB Operations Manual and assist
in the preparation of EB annual budgets and procurement plans,

« Define and implement a functional reference and filing system and coordinate access to
Project files,

e Perform a variety of clerical duties for the EB and assist the Managing Director in the
preparation of periodic reports and presentations for the EB Board of Directors, preparation
of technical and financial progress reports and coordination of EB staff meetings and EB
technical meetings with stakeholders,

«  Coordinate logistics and itineraries for EB consultant missions

«  Carry out any other such duties which may be assigned.

Essential Specialized Skills/Competencies:

« Good knowledge and understanding of procurement processes/practices and their
application to World Bank Group operational work.

e Fluency in English is essential.

«  Proficiency in Microsoft Office, including Microsoft Excel.

«  Strong communication skills with ability to prepare, present and discuss findings in written
and oral form.

e Ability to function effectively in multi-disciplinary teams within a matrix management
environment.

«  Knowledge Fragile and Conflict-affected Situations Context and exercising appropriate
behaviors in FCS environment.

Please submit your application by email including letter of motivation and detailed CV to
rmohammedz@worldbank.org
by 12:00 noon Thursday October 3, 2013. Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

VACANCY ADVERTISEMENT

The Executive Bureau for the Acceleration of Aid Absorption and Policy Reform funded by the World Bank
is looking for a skilled and motivated BA/BSc holder in accounting, finance or any relevant discipline with
at least 5 years’ experience to fill the position of an Accountant.

Job Description and Accountabilities:

The Accountant will be responsible for maintaining the EB budget and financial transactions in accordance
with policies, guidelines and procedures acceptable to the World Bank.

»  Participate in preparation of EB annual and quarterly work plans, prepare advance requests for
World Bank funding in the applicable format;

«  Participate in EB quarterly work planning and progress reporting meetings with the EB
Managing Director;

»  Assist the EB in budget monitoring and revision;

«  Manage the EB accounting system, including reporting and filling in accordance with the EB
procedures;

»  Maintain petty cash transactions, including writing receipts, preparing payment request forms,
disbursement of cash and clearance of advances;

»  Manage banking transactions related to the project, including preparing bank transfer requests,
submitting them to the bank, monitoring transfers and preparing monthly bank reconciliation
statements and reporting;

»  Reconcile all balance sheet accounts and maintain records on file;

«  Prepare EB financial reports for agreement and clearance by the Managing Director as
required;

+  Monitor and ensure expenditure of EB funding is made in accordance with World Bank
procedures and approved by the World Bank and EB Managing Director, as appropriate;

e Check budget lines to ensure that all transactions are correctly booked to the correct budget
lines;

»  Ensure documentation relating to payments are duly approved by Managing Director;

»  Report any actual or potential financial issues to the Managing Director and World Bank as
appropriate;

»  Continuously improve systems & procedures to enhance internal controls to satisfy audit
requirements;

«  Maintain an inventory file to support purchases of all equipment/assets;

«  Prepare financial reports (monthly, quarterly, and annually)

»  Undertake other relevant matters assigned by Managing Director and World Bank project
TTL.

Essential Specialized Skills/Competencies:

»  Good knowledge of administrative and accounting regulation and procedures of the government
of Yemen;

»  Good computer skills (MS Word), spreadsheet (MS Excel), and accounting software.

«  Proven ability to produce timely financial reports as required

»  Ability to work effectively either individually or in a team of cross-cultural environment

+  Knowledge Fragile and Conflict-affected Situations Context and exercising appropriate
behaviors in FCS environment.

Please submit your application by email including letter of motivation and detailed CV to
rmohammedz@worldbank.org
by 12:00 noon Thursday October 3, 2013. Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

REPUBLIC OF YEMEN
CIVIL AVIATION AND METEOROLOGY AUTHORITY (CAMA)
SANA’A NEW INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT PROJECT- (Phase-1)

PALM YEMEN Itd. Company
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

JOB VACANCIES ANNOUNCEMENT

Construction of the Remaining Works of New International Passenger Terminal Building

INVITATION FOR PREQUALIFICATION

PALM YEMEN-Sana’a a leading company for General Services and Consultancy is looking for qualified Candidates
who are able to ensure hotel services standards are achieved in all departments. PALM YEMEN provides a good
salary and benefits package. Professional experience in Administration, facility operations and maintenance is
the most critical selection factors for all of the positions. Inter personal skills, time management and Fluency in
English are also a positive selection factors.

The Government of Yemen has received a credit from Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development
towards the costs of the construction of Sana’a New International Project — Phase 1 and intend to apply
a portion of the funds to eligible payments under the contract (s) resulting from the biding for which the
pre-qualification is conducted.

The Civil Aviation and Meteorology Authority (CAMA) intends to pre-qualify contractors for the
remaining construction works related to the new Passenger Terminal Building Project

The Remaining Works are as follows included but not limited to:

a) Remaining Works of the New Passenger Terminal Building (TB) (Structural and Architectural
Works).

b) Terminal Building Ground Water Tank.

¢) Mechanical Works Installation.

d) Electrical Works Installation.

e) Electro & Mechanical Yard (EMY) and Service Gate.

f) External Works.

g) Equipment end Systems (ELV, SAS, Telecom, Conveying System,...etc.)

Prequalification will be conducted through prequalification procedures of the High Tender Board
Committee Guidelines and it is open to all bidders from eligible countries as prequalification document.

Interested eligible applicants may obtain further information and inspect to collect the complete set of the
prequalification document at CAMA (Project Implementation Unit) address given below or from our web
address www.camayemen.com from the day of this announcement.

Application for prequalification SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO CAMA (Chairman Office) TO THE
ADDRESS MENTIONED BELOW BY Thursday 31.10.2013 at 10:00 O’CLOCK and be clearly marked
“Application to pre-qualify Contractors for the construction of Sana’a New Int. Airport Project — Phase
1 — Terminal Building, CAMA -TBD-2013 ICB NO: Y0205/5/6”.

(PIU) address is:

Project Implementation Unit (PIU)

Mohammed Y. Alyadomi

Airport Road (Jiraf)

Sana’a Republic of Yemen

Phone: 00967- 327668

Fax :00967- 327667

E-Mail: nsiap@camayemen.com
siadp2004 @yahoo.com.hk

(CAMA) address is:

The Chairman

Civil Aviation & Meteorology Authority (CAMA)
HEAD Office, Zubeiry Street

P.O. Box: 1042,

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Tel. Nr. 4967 1 274717

Fax. Nr. +967 1 274718

E. Mail chairman@cama.gov.ye

POSITION DESCRIPTION
Laundry Laundry Attendant is to coordinates the work efforts of the production and dry cleaning areas of the laundry
Attendant department. Oversees productivity of other laundry associates, conducts weekly inventories; other duties

as assigned by . Key duties/responsibilities of Laundry attendant are to sorts dried articles according to
type, folds and places item in appropriate storage area, sorts torn and stained articles, sorts and counts
articles to verify quantities on laundry requisitions, soaks contaminated articles and processes in de-staining
cycle, clean lint traps and sweeps laundry room, loads articles into washer and adds specified amount of
detergent, soap or other cleaning agent by programming laundry machines, operates laundry machinery
such as washers, driers and ironers, starts machine that automatically washes and rinses articles and lifts
clean, wet articles from washer and places them successively into driers for measured time cycles and other
duties related to the position.

Executive Executive Secretary is responsible for providing secretarial, clerical and administrative support in order to
Secretary ensure that services are provided in an effective and efficient manner. His /Her main activities are to receive,
direct and relay telephone and fax messages, maintain the general filing system and file all correspondence,
assist in the planning and preparation of meetings, conferences, and other duties related to the position.

Training Training coordinator works in the company to Identify training and development needs within an organization
Coordinator through job analysis, appraisal schemes and regular consultation with Head of departments and HR
Director;

Conduct ongoing Training Needs Analysis across the whole services and make sure that they are in line with
company goals and objectives. Develop and implement training programs for employees in all departments
and areas. Training programs can involve the day-to-day functions of the company and include work practices
and methods. Identify and supervise training implementation agreements and negotiations with local and
international providers. The training coordinator works with established programs in an organization to ensure
that all workers receive the knowledge and skills to perform their jobs. The training coordinator might also
develop new training programs or update existing programs for new work methods and equipment. Training
sessions for employees also include safety policies and procedures, sexual harassment awareness training
and diversity training. The training coordinator also maintains records in the organization and schedules
employees for yearly training sessions. Coordinator must work with management and supervisory staff to
develop individual training plans for employees.

Maintenance Maintain the entire Palm Yemen (i.e., the main building, the Tent Restaurant and the Health Club facility
Assistant and grounds) including the physical building structures, all plant, and related equipment in accordance with
Engineer energy conservation and preventative maintenance programs. Ensure that all contractual requirements are
complied with, and that budgetary goals are met. The position is also responsible for the safety and security
of guests and associates of the Palm Yemen, especially in relation to Fire & Life Safety, Evacuation and
Security issues. Ensure full compliance with, and implementation of, Department of State (DOS) Fire & Life
Safety, security and facility standards plus Corporate policies and procedures.

Requirements:
* Must have thorough knowledge of all types of mechanical equipment such as chillers, boilers, water
treatment, and refrigeration equipment.
* Must have thorough knowledge of plumbing and electrical systems, power, water and gas supplies.
* Must have experience in office procedures, ordering materials, record keeping systems, applicable
building laws, building construction, blueprint reading, etc.

* Must possess good computer skills.

This is a key position within the Palm Yemen management structure and as such should take a senior manager’s overview
of the Palm Yemen’s operation to ensure that the Palm Yemen achieves its guest and associates satisfaction and
profitability targets.

Interested Qualified applicants can send CV to HR.Recruiter@palmyemen.com
Deadline: October 7th, 2013. Only the short list will be contacted to attend the interview.
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“We are committed to holding elections
on time and people can vote either for
Hadi or any other candidate”

About five months before his term is expect-
ed to end, President Abdu Rabu Mansour
Hadi faces a divided nation. Will the tran-
sitional president have his term extended?

Will elections be held?

Some political stakeholders in Yemen say
the extension ofhistermisinevitable to grant
the transitional government more time to
create a stable political environment. How-
ever, others argue that granting President
Hadi an extension term would only extend
Yemen’s crisis and violate the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council’s Initiative.

In an interview with the Yemen Times,
Saeed Shamsan, the head of the Islah Party’s
political department, and Abdulqadir Sal-
lam, a leading figure in the General People’s
Congress (GPC), talk about a possible exten-
sion for President Hadi and speculate about
the future of the national dialogue and rec-

onciliation in Yemen.

Photos and interview by
Mohammed Al-Hasani

Let us start with you, Mr.
Shamsan. What was the out-
come of the last meeting of the
Joint Meeting Parties [a coali-
tion of Yemeni opposition fac-
tions], in which you said you
would take a stand against
giving an extension to Presi-
dent Hadi?

Shamsan: We did not touch on
this issue in the meeting. It was not
part of the agenda. But in principle,
we discussed this issue from differ-
ent aspects. We touched on the Gulf
Initiative and its implementation
mechanism, and we decided that
we are committed to implement-
ing the Initiative including hold-
ing presidential elections on time,
which is slated to be held at the end
of the transitional period in Febru-
ary 2014.

But you have not made it clear.
Are you for or against the ex-
tension?
Shamsan: Some factions of the
Joint Meeting Parties have object-
ed to this.

What is your stance towards
the General People’s Congress
(GPC) who recently accused
you of opposing the Gulf Ini-
tiative and preparing for a
second transitional phase?
Shamsan: This is only a matter of
creating confusion in Yemeni poli-
tics and an attempt to foil political
reconciliation in order to hurt the
president and the consensus gov-
ernment.

But you were a part of a com-
mittee that prepared a plan for
a second transitional phase, a
possible extension for Presi-
dent Hadi.

Shamsan: Let me assure you that
this is not true. This was not part of
our agenda and we did not discuss
it in the manner it has been dis-
cussed in other media outlets.

Were there any members of
your party included in the
committee?

Shamsan: Absolutely not.

All right, let us pose the ques-
tion to Mr. Sallam. Why do you
object to granting President
Hadi an extension?

Sallam: We totally reject an ex-
tension term, even for one hour,

because the Gulf Initiative was
signed by political parties, and it
applies within a specific period of
time. Thus, the extension process
goes against it and opposes people’s
demands of establishing a modern
civil state that abides by law and
the constitution. However, even
the Technical Committee of the
National Dialogue Committee has
been misleading people about its
assigned missions.

We totally
reject an ex-
tension term,
even for one
hour, because
the Gulf Ini-
tiative was
signed by
political par-
ties, and

it applies
within a spe-
cific period of
time

Recently, you, Sallam, issued
a statement accusing some
parties of violating the Gulf
Initiative. Which parties?
Sallam: All political parties. You
know that effects of the second
Egyptian revolution aimed to cor-
rect the first one may be extended
to Yemen.

Does the Islah Party refuse an
extension for President Hadi?
Shamsan: Yes.

Do you think it’s appropriate
to hold presidential elections
in 2014?

Shamsan: Sure. We support hold-
ing the elections on time as stated
in the Gulf Initiative and will never
revoke that recognition.

Is the political situation both
in the South and North suit-
able to hold the elections?

Shamsan: I do not think the NDC
will pave an appropriate way for the
elections. We still have five months
so let’s not put the cart before the
horse and talk about the extension.

So you agree with the GPC’s
last statement that calls an
extension of the transitional
period, an extension of the
crisis?

Shamsan: Yes, we agree on this
point.

Can you identify the parties
that are attempting to violate
the political reconciliation
agreement?

Sallam: All political parties rep-
resented by the GPC and its allies
and the JMPs and its allies. These
parties don’t have any initiative to
establish a new civil state, but they
are dedicating themselves to the
past. They are the past, present and
future’s partners. The Gulf Initia-
tive called for the establishment of
a committee to illustrate the initia-
tive’s terms 15 days after signing
it but the political parties violated
that point.

What do you think Mr. Sham-
san?

Shamsan: 1 can firmly say that
the GPC is obstructing the political
reconciliation to its last moment
and Sallam was referring to his
party when he said some parties
don’t want the NDC to come up
with actual outcomes. However,
we are serious and determined to
come up with solutions that serve
the public interest and enable us to
reach a secure future.

Why do you oppose an exten-
sion of the transitional peri-
od?

Shamsan: We object to the ex-
tension because nobody is entitled
to demand an extension. On what
basis can we demand an exten-
sion? I have said that we are com-
mitted to holding elections on time
and people can vote either for Hadi
or any other candidate. All we are

currently concerned about is the
NDC'’s outcomes.

The issue of an extension was
presented in the NDC?

Shamsan: It was presented by the
Good Governance Working Group,
which is the only body entitled to
present proposals to be discussed
by the NDC’s presidency and the
Reconciliation Committee and fi-

nally decided on by the General
Committee.

I can firmly
say that the
GPC is ob-
structing the
political rec-
onciliation to
its last mo-
ment

Why did you object to the
small committee formed by
the Southern Issue Working
Group?

Sallam: To squeeze the 565 NDC
members who represent all of Ye-
men into a committee composed
of 16 members is a sort of political
trick aimed to deter the conference
from its agenda. Thus, such ploys
don’t lead to any solutions and is
similar to the several previously
-formed committees.

Why haven’t you been against
other committees?

Sallam: We oppose all decisions
that go against the NDC’s planned
track. Our first opposition was that
to the establishment of the Techni-
cal Committee for the NDC.

But the second deputy of the
GPC, Dr. Abdulkareem Al-
Eryani, represented you in the
committee?

Sallam: Yes, that’s right, but these
are political tricks to manipulate
people’s desire to build a civil state.
Forces associated with Saudi Arabia
want this thing, and we know the
leaders who have received monthly
salaries from Saudi Arabia.

Who are those leaders?
Sallam: High-ranking political
leaders, senior officers, sheikhs

and senior lawyers as well as jour-
nalists.

What
Saleh?
Sallam: 1t’s possible he doesn’t. I
don’t exclude any one of those po-
litical parties’ leaders.

about Ali Abdulla

Translated from Arabic by Khalid
Al-Karimi and Bassam Khamerie

All we are
currently
concerned
about is the
NDC’s out-
comes
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evolutionary sounds
of bullets and cannons
were not the only
noises that rocked
Sana’a on Sept. 26,

1962 and ended Northern Yemen’s
rule of the imam. People were also
listening to inspirational ballads
that would go down in history and
characterize Yemen’s revolution.

“They were like the fuel that
burned the imam’s rule,” said Amin
Dirhem, a businessman who helped
finance the work of several singers
at the time.

“Even orchestra members and the
majority of musicians were taking
part in the revolution.”

Televisions were not widespread
in Yemen in the ‘60s. Songs with
lyrics encouraging people to join
the cause of toppling what they saw
as an oppressive rule of the imam,
were all over radio waves.

Dirhem says cars roamed Sana’a’s
streets with their speakers on
full blast—calls for a revolution
embedded in lyrics.

“They were crammed in their cars
with the volume turned up,” said Dr.
Mohammed Bin Salam, the author
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‘We will revolt my brother’

Revolutionary musicians: the unsung heroes

Mohammed Morshed Naji

of several books narrating events of
the 1962 revolution.

The song, ‘In the Name of this
Sand’, was one of the most popular
at the time. Itslyrics by well-known
composer Ali Al-Ansi captured the
determined spirit sweeping the
northern part of the nation at the
time.
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“In the name of this
sand

In the name of wide
deserts

and difficult
mountains

We will revolt, my
brother...”

“[The music] brought
people together from
different governorates to
join the popular resistance,” Dirhem
said.

“The singers felt that they were
a major part of the revolution,”
said Jaber Ali Ahmed, a veteran
musical scholar. “They were igniting
passion.”

Under the imam’s rule, historians
say music was frowned upon and
several musicians were imprisoned.

But, when the revolution broke
out, Ahmed says something
changed.

“They broke the barrier of the
fear when they saw signs of the
revolution,” he said.

The National Guard, that was
forming to battle the imam’s forces,
used the songs as propaganda for
their cause.

“The role of the singers at that
time was as important as the role of
soldiers,” Ahmedsaid. “Somesingers
were visiting military camps and
singing before soldiers to encourage
them to topple the imam’s rule.”

Even South Yemen, a separate
country from the North in 1962,

embraced the lively music being
created.
“These songs brought people

together and created such a
collective soul,” said Bin Sallam.
Other now-famous singers such as
Mohammed Morshed Naji, Forsan
Khalifa, Ali Alansi and Ahmed

Under the banner of the revolution
I declared my republican country
With my determination and will

I recorded the greatest page

A verse by Ahmed Al-Ameri

Forsan Khalifa

Qasem found they best served the
revolution through their music and
poetry at the time.

“The [songs] were deeply written
and profoundly sung,” said Bin
Sallam.

Photos taken from YouTube

OYSTER PERPETLAL
DATEJUST I

AL EKLIEL
RANAAT  ALL ARDULMUGNEE ST
ALIEM CRATER ALMITIAK 5T,
TAIZ:  1sSEPTEMBER 5T

Al 5ABRET OO, CENETH

BIOKUBE

Wastowaker
Furificatlan

f“':Tﬂnnlﬂg;iﬂs 'chﬁcrnnluglvs

smitk: Misbers  LACT Unlte!
ULTRASONIC Malers

Chlksan  WECD
Dprnetsr pradesis

Solar Turbines

Petrofac _
Mechanical Sres. ) L

Man "ower
Supply

Clablilrcition &
Mainten amee of
Flownmelers

P2 Masoneilan

SR Valees

& MIC o crnologies

Worime £ fruck looding
ArTs & Syshams

@ ANen-Bradley

=sc=la

Poanips & Doseng Syxtemms

MIJIjll:_"I:"-I':j
Frank W Murphy
Tel: +967-1-A4X1508 / 421232 Fax: +967-1-4X151T4  Tinwil: inTo@ hoes -vemen.com

FMIE recnolagies

Fuid Sarkrel Pifinge-Pumpe)
nvako ffuniclhiis

Honeywell Enraf
Tenk gaugng & Inveatory systene

I’k
L Moes

g ow o Femer Deslaion
Loaxa! mnie
EEsTee 1Err i

Congroetaon &
Focility Maimtewanec

Websile: www. haes-yemencom

Printed by Yemen Times Est. for Press, Printing & Publication
atilly e Ll Bl 5 B e s 2 ol e b ks



