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Houthis threaten to topple
Hadi government; Crisis
deepens in the capital

Houthi camps along the West of Sana’a

Story and photo by
Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Aug. 20—Houthis wel-
comed the formation of the ten-
member negotiation committee
that President Abdu Rabu Man-
sour Hadi established on Wednes-
day, after a meeting with members
of parliament, the Shura Council,
and cabinet ministers.

President Hadi convened an ur-
gent meeting in the presence of
state leaders on Wednesday morn-
ing, calling for immediate action to
put an end to escalating tensions
between the Houthis and the gov-
ernment.

He spoke about the possibility of
forming a national unity govern-
ment, and called for the military
to be on red alert. He also asserted
protecting the republican regime
and democracy and stressed the
imminent need to introduce politi-
cal reforms, according to sources
attending the meeting.

A presidential committee was
established to solve the conflict be-
tween the Houthis and the govern-
ment.

The committee is headed by Dr.
Ahmed Obaid Bin Dagher and in-
cludes Abdulmalik Al-Mekhlafi
as a spokesperson, Sultan Al-Ba-
rakani, Yahya Mansur Abu Osba,
Abdulhameed Hareez, Nabeela
Al-Zubair, Mohammed Qahtan,
Mubarak Al-Bahar, Abdulaziz
Jubari and Hassan Zaid.

In a conversation with the Ye-
men Times, Ali Al-Qahoom, dep-
uty spokesperson of the Houthis,
confirmed, “The presidential com-
mittee will meet with the Houthis’
leader Abdulmalik Al-Houthi on
Thursday morning to negotiate
the terms aimed at toppling the re-
gime.”

Houthis demands

Sources told the Yemen Times that
the Houthis’ demands were: Inclu-
sion of 20,000 Houthi members in
the military, allocation of 10 min-
istries to the Houthis, delay of the
disarmament of their weapons and

change in Azal region to include-
Hajja and Al-Jawf governorates

Ali Al-Qahoom, a member of the
Houthis’ Media Office, informed
the Yemen Times that Abdulmalik
Al-Houthi is still waiting for a re-
sponse to those demands.

Since Monday morning the
Houthis continued to flock to
Sana’a governorate threatening to
besiege the capital.

The attacks set to take place are
viewed in similar light to the ones
on Sana’a in late 1967, when an at-
tempt was made by supporters of
the Imamate to regain control af-
ter the Imam’s rule was toppled in
1962.

The Houthis announced Friday
as the deadline for President Hadi
to reverse the decision of increas-
ing fuel subsidies and dismiss the
government.

The Houthis have set up tents
along the borders of Sana’a to pre-
pare for their entrance to the city
on Friday, oust the government
and take a U-turn on fuel price in-
creases.

Houthis’ congregations
The Houthis mainly gather in the
northern, southern and western
entrances of Sana’a city and in-
clude thousands of gunmen.

Houthis have created several
checkpoints in Al-Subaha area,
near the official security check-
points.

Yemen Times staff got access to
one of the Houthi camps in Al-Sub-
aha and met some of the group’s
members.

“We will not go back unless the
government is ousted and the de-
cree to lift the fuel subsidies is
abolished and we will enter Sana’a
on Friday to achieve these de-
mands,” said Abu Hamza, head of
the organizing committee in Al-
Subaha area.

“We assure the people in Sana’a
that we will not enter Sana’a for
war, or to control it, but only to
oust the government. We call on all
people in Sana’a to join us,” added
Abu Hamza.

Ahmed Al-Khawlani, a protester
sitting in one of the Houthis’ tents
in Hiziz, at Sana’a’s southern en-
trance, said, “We are waiting here
in the tents. We have our guns but
we will not use them against the
people. We will use the guns only
against those who attack us.”

“If Hadi will not oust the govern-
ment, we will topple him and ap-
point a new one,” he added.

Tents at the southern entrance of
the capital in Hiziz area are located
near the Reserve Forces camp on
the highway that connects Sana’a,
Dhamar, Ibb and Taiz.

Addition] tents located at
Sana’a’a northern entrances near
Al-Azrageen area on Sana’a-Am-
ran highway have been reported
by Adel Hussein Nasser, an Amran
resident. “I work in Sana’a and on
the way from Amran to Sana’a I
saw thousands of gunmen setting
camps determined to control the
capital.”

Houthis presence in Sana’a
Houthis from various governorates
came to Sana’a capital on Mon-
day to pitch their tents in Change
Square, Al-Khamseen Street and
Al-Safia area, near Taiz Street.

“Our presence in Sana’a is to
support the gatherings that came
from governorates located on the
borders of Sana’a,” said Yazeed
Ali Yahya, a Houthl armed man in
Change Square.

“Friday will be an important
day in Sana’a when our followers
located on the borders will enter
Sana’a, and we will meet them,
and the capital will be full of us.
We will become a bigger force, so
that President Hadi will meet our
demands,” said Yahya.

Political action and interna-
tional response
As a response to the Houthis’ es-
calating demands a number of po-
litical actions have been launched
to stop the Houthis who are deter-
mined to usurp Sana’a on Friday.
The ten countries supporting the
Gulf Initiative, including the five

permanent members in the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC),
the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC), and the European Union
(EU), expressed their concerns
on Tuesday after hearing the lat-
est statements that Al-Houthi had
released. The sponsors of the Gulf
Initiative, which go by the name of
G10 ambassadors, dismissed the
Houthis actions in a public state-
ment as “antagonistic, militaristic,
and disrespectful of this transition
process and of the authority of the
legally established Yemeni govern-
ment.”

The G1o ambassadors reiterated,
“any action that aimed to incite
or provoke unrest and violence is
unacceptable, and will be strongly
condemned by the international
community.”

“We furthermore reiterate the
demand made by the Security
Council on July 11 that the Houthis
withdraw and relinquish territory
acquired by force and hand over
heavy weapons and ammunition
pillaged from military facilities to
the national authorities,” the state-
ment said.

Abdulmalik  Al-Houthi, the
leader of the Houthi group, said
on Monday in a televised speech
on Al-Masira TV Channel, “we
will open the protest camps and
squares in Sana’a, and the capital
will witness extensive marches
until Friday, and if the relevant
authorities do not respond by next
Friday, we have to put severe mea-
sures into place... Those will cer-
tainly include irritating steps for
everyone who underestimates the
people.”

Houthis are demanded in the
G10 statement to stop the escala-
tion against the Yemeni govern-
ment and withdraw from the lands
they had previously controlled.

“Friday is a decisive day, when
the capital will fill with crowds that
will replace the government, and it
will be a historical day in the lives
of Yemenis,” said Ali Al-Emad, a
member in Ansar Allah’s political
office, to the Yemen Times.

He declared that people from
all governorates had moved to the
borders of Sana’a, an act he sees as
a strong testimony for the Houthis’
popular support.

President Hadi had convened
with a number of tribal leaders in
Sana’a on Tuesday to urge them
to protect the capital from the
Houthis.

Major concerns

Several foreign embassies in the
capital, including Britain, Cana-
da, India, and the United States,
have urged their nationals to leave
Sana’a, and those currently residing
in the capital have been requested
to take the necessary precautions.

Within Sana’a, some residents
are apprehensive the threats will
escalate into a civil war. Some have
started to buy essentials, while oth-
ers have prepared to leave to their
villages in other governorates.

“T rushed to buy a ration and
many gas cylinders, lest they be-
come scarce because of the upcom-
ing clashes between the Houthis
and the army,” feared Mohammed
Obadi, a Sana’a resident.

With increasing pressure on the
government to act, Yemeni citizens
are desperate to hear on a viable
solution from President Hadi.
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Clashes in Hadramout; Banks shut down

Hl Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, Aug. 19—Military units
associated with the 2nd Military
Command in Hadramout gover-
norate stormed a villa on Al-Siteen
Street in the capital city of Mu-
kalla late Monday. The villa was
used by militants to plot terrorist
attacks, according to the state-run
Saba News Agency.

The news agency quoted an
anonymous source from the com-
mand who confirmed they be-
sieged the villa and fought with
the militants, adding that some of
the militants were injured before
they fled the scene.

“We have found several explo-
sive devices, detonators, medicine,
a computer, audio systems, mili-
tary clothes, mobiles and RPGs,”
said the source.

Clashes have been ongoing in
Hadramout between Al-Qaeda
in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
militants and the military since
May 23, after the militants en-
tered Seyoun.

Many AQAP members fled from
Shabwa and Abyan governorates
following a military offensive
against AQAP in the two gover-
norates that began on April 29.

Banks close amid fears of
looting

AQAP affiliates stormed several
public and private banks in Had-
ramout and looted large sums of
cash. As a result of the violence,
several banks in Hadramout
closed down on Sunday for fear of
being attacked.

Aymen Bahomaid, a broadcaster
for Seyoun Radio in Mukalla city,
said that most of the banks in Mu-
kalla closed down, particularly fol-
lowing the attack on Yemen Inter-
national Bank's branch in Mukalla
during the first week of August.

Bahomaid said that many banks
stayed closed on Sunday. While
some opened on Tuesday, because
of the security situation they may
shut down at any time.

Ahmed Bahomaid, director of
the Yemen International Bank in
Mukalla, told the Yemen Times

they have reduced their working
hours from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

“We are not working in the af-
ternoon nowadays because of
the clashes and the attack on the
bank's branch in Al-Qatan,” Baho-
maid said.

AQAP affiliates on August 7
stormed the branches of the Ye-
men International Bank and the
Cooperative and Agricultural
Credit Bank in Al-Qatan district.

“Only Al-Tadhamon private
bank is opened in the district but
other banks such as the Yemen In-
ternational Bank, the Cooperative
and Agricultural Credit Bank that
were attacked by Al-Qaeda affili-
ates are still closed,” said Abdulla
Bin Shihab, a journalist in Al-Qa-
tan.

Reporting from Hadramout,
Hadarem Net news website cited
local sources on Tuesday saying
several banks in Hadramout have
transferred their foreign currency
to Sana'a for fear of being attacked
by AQAP affiliates.

“Closing banks indicates that

Hadramout governorate is inse-
cure and indicates the lack of con-
trol by the security forces,” said
Mustafa Nassr, an economist and
the head of the Studies and Eco-
nomic Media Center in Sana’a.

Al-Hamedi, a resident in Mu-
kalla, said the clashes that took
place between the military and
AQAP affiliates in the governorate
have created widespread chaos.
However, Al-Hamedi asserted
that people in Mukalla are trying
to cope with the strife situation.

“People go to work in the morn-
ing and the public’s movement
is almost normal now despite
the clashes. Prices of food items
slightly increased because of these
clashes and the lifting of fuel sub-
sidies,” he added.

The military has launched an
ongoing campaign in Hadramout
to pursue AQAP affiliates follow-
ing an attack on August 4 alleged-
ly carried out by AQAP on military
patrols in Hadramout that left
four soldiers killed and 15 others
wounded.

JMP declines GPC’s reconciliation offer

H Ali lbrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A Aug.19—The Joint Meet-
ing Parties (JMP) refused the rec-
onciliation document on tuesday
presented by the General People’s
Congress on Monday.

“We refuse any reconciliation
document other than the one pre-
sented in the National Dialogue
Conference (NDC),” said Al-Qubati,
the spokesperson of the JMP.

He alluded that the national rec-
onciliation should be between the
executioner and his victims, which
is the GPC and the people, and not
between two executioners, mean-
ing reconciliation between two par-
ties.”

“The [GPC] document contained
unimportantandillogical termsand

is considered a joke to civilians...
the GPC is supposed to apologize
to the people, but in this document
they ask for the opposite,” said Al-
Qubati.

The GPC’s reconciliation docu-
ment demands an apology to the
party and reparation for what the
GPC’s leaders and members sus-
tained in order to achieve the sought
after reconciliation.

The document further demands
upholding the republic and the
democratic unity, abiding by the
constitution as well as the Gulf
Initiative and its executive mecha-
nism, by implementing the NDC’s
outputs.

In addition, it requests that all
medium and heavy weapons are
handed over to the state and that all

parties reject to war. Hate speeches,
as well as doctrinal, sectarian and
racial discrimination should also be
put to an end.

The document asks signing par-
ties to work on peace agreements
between political actors that stood
opposite each other during the 2011
uprising and successive events, add-
ing “real partnership in managing
the state’s affairs,” was necessary.

Yaseen Al-Tamimi, a political
analyst and a journalist in Sana’a,
said “the GPC provided this docu-
ment at the time of conflict between
the Houthis, the state and Al-Qaeda
thinking that other parties will ac-
ceptit.”

However, the reconciliation doc-
ument contains “impossible condi-
tions, such as holding peace agree-

Presidential committee in Al-Jawf meets
tribal leaders, agreement reached

H Amal Al-Yarisi

SANA’A, Aug. 19—The presi-
dential committee tasked to reach
a ceasefire agreement in Al-Jawf
governorate reached an agreement
on Tuesday with tribal leaders in
Al-Jawf to be approved by Presi-
dent Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi.

Sultan Al-Aradh, the governor
of Marib governorate, located just
south of Al-Jawf in north-central
Yemen, said that the terms em-
phasized all external fighters in Al-
Jawf return to the areas they came
from.

The agreement further demands
for brigades and battalions to
maintain security in Al-Jawf and
for a general meeting to be held
with the tribal leaders of the gov-
ernorates of Marib, Al-Jawf, and
Al-Bayda, in order to discuss their
future merger into one federal re-
gion, the Saba region.

The Saba region is one of the six
regions of Yemen’s future federal
state that was officially declared
on February 10 but has yet to be
implemented.

The Houthis demand Al-Jawf,
which contains oil and areas rich in
gas, to be part of the Al-Azal federal
region, along with Sa’ada, Sana’a,
Amran, and Dhamar.

Intermittent clashes are still on-
going between the Houthis and
opposing tribesmen in Al-Ghail
district and surrounding Al-Safra
military posts.

Al-Arada said, “all parties seem
to have approved the ceasefire
which the committee has put forth
[on August 9], except the Houthis
who argued they will continue
fighting until there is a mechanism
in place to solve all the complicated
issues in Al-Jawf.”

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
ber of the Houthis' political office,

accused Al-Aradh of lying, arguing
that he himselfis part of the conflict
and biased. “Houthis did not refuse
the ceasefire, we are only respond-
ing to Islah's attacks targeting us.
They are the ones who refused to
accept the ceasefire,” he said.

Several members of the presi-
dential committee were replaced
on August 17 at the order of Presi-
dent Hadi. The new presidential
committee is headed by the leader
of the 3rd Military Command,
Brigadier Ahmad Saif Al-Yafee,
and moved to Al-Jawf on Sunday.
Its members include the governors
of Marib and Al-Jawf governorates
and a number of tribal leaders.

Al-Jawf has witnessed violent
clashes since July between the
Houthis, a Shia rebel group based
out of Sa’ada in the north of Ye-
men, and opposing tribes, which
are widely seen to be affiliated with
the Islah Party.

ments between the parties involved
in the 2011 uprising,” according to
Yaseen Al-Tamimi.

In Tamimi’s opinion all powers
will refuse the document as it does
not comply with the NDC outcomes
and the GPC aims to use it as an al-
ternative of the Gulf Initiative and
the NDC.

The JMP is a political coalition
opposing former President Saleh
which was founded in 2003. It in-
cludes the Islah Party, the Yemeni
Socialist Party, the Nasserite Party,
the Arab Baath Socialist Party, the
Al-Haqq Party, and the Yemeni
Popular Forces Union.

Taiz public transport benefits
from 20 percent hike

SANA’A, August 20—The Trans-
portation Fees Committee in Taiz
governorate approved a 20 percent
increase in fares for all public trans-
portation in the governorate on Tues-
day.

The new fares will be implement-
ed next week. The committee au-
thorized the manager of the traffic
police and security departments in
the governorate’s various districts to
supervise the implementation of new
prices.

After the government’s removal of
fuel subsidies on July 30, transporta-
tion costs in Taiz governorate have
risen inconsistently with many bus
and taxi drivers claiming to be unable
to afford increased fuel prices.

Power back in Al-Mahweet
governorate

SANA’A, August 20—Engineering
teams on Tuesday were able to fix
power lines in Al-Mahweet governor-
ate after an act of sabotage by tribes-
men on Monday morning in Muhalla
area.

The sabotage of electricity lines
resulted in a complete power cut in
the governorate.

Mohammed Al-Atefi, general man-
ager of the Electricity Ministry’s of-
fice in Al-Mahweet, told the state-run
Saba News Agency the engineering
teams have fixed the electricity lines
but none of the attackers were ar-
rested.

YCB: Financial situation in
Yemen is stable

SANA’A, Aug 20—The Yemen Cen-
tral Bank’s (YCB) director, Moham-
med Awadh Bin Hamam, asserted
that the financial situation in Yemen
is stable due to the stability of supply
and demand of foreign currency.

Bin Hamam told the state-run

Saba News Agency that customers
kept their deposits in commercial
and Islamic banks.

The General Manager of the Arab
Bank in Yemen, Amer Al-Sorr, con-
firmed that financial transactions
have remained consistent. He ex-
plained that the financial market is
stable after the government’s deci-
sion to cut fuel subsidies, which low-
ered the pressure on Yemen’s local
currency.

Armed group arrested in
Sana’a, government says

SANA’A, Aug 20—The state-run
Saba News Agency reported the ar-
rest of an armed group in the capital,
which attempted to take control of a
state-owned land in Mathbah area,
northwest the capital Sana’a.

Amar Al-Ahmar, the leader of the
armed group was injured during the
arrest, while another person was
killed, one policeman was injured
and three others of the armed group
were arrested.

“This armed group is involved in
previous crimes and attacks against
public and private properties and
against policemen,” the news agen-
cy said.

The arrest of this armed group
came amidst growing security ten-
sion in the capital Sana’a after the
Houthis threatened to topple the
government and set up their camps
on the borders along the West of
Sana’a.

The security administrations and
police stations in the city have been
on alert since the Houthis started
marching in the city demanding a
removal of the cabinet and revoking
the fuel subsidy cuts.

Mua’'mar Harash, Head of Maeen
Security Administration, north the
capital Sana’a told the Yemen Times
details of the case “must not be given
to the press until investigations are
completed.”
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

YEM2014/LOG016/Gen-048

The UNITED NATIONS WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME
Invites both Female and Male candidates to apply for the following positions:

Job Title: Logistics Assistant (Operations) - (SSR)
Duty station: Sana’a

UN Category: Service Contract - SC-5 (SB-3)
Duration: One Year (12 months)

Vacancy Number:

YEM2014/LOG018/Gen-048

Opening date:

14 August 2014

Closing date:

28 August 2014

Supervision received:

Accountabilities:

duties carried out by all Logistics Assistants)

schedules;

« Perform other related duties as required.

Expected Results:

Critical Success Factors

The Logistics Assistant reports to the Logistics Officer or a Senior Logistics Assistant;

Within delegated authority, the Logistics Assistant will be responsible for the following duties: (These duties are generic and thus are not all-inclusive nor are all

Post daily dispatches of WFP food and non-food commodities in the corporate system; monitor the correct use and quantity as per loading orders;
* Respond to queries regarding commodities staff in the unit and elsewhere in the Programme;
+ Monitor ongoing shipments, pipeline information, insurance claims and other data;
+ Provide day-to-day reports on the progress and movements of WFP shipments (by land, sea, or air);
« Monitor and report on WFP food stocks in operation’s warehouses and prepare weekly stock reports;
« Assist and advise on flight planning, weather forecast and restricted flying areas, or railroad schedules and movements, or ship movements and

« Coordinate and manage deliveries by suppliers, clearing agents and WFP warehouses; monitor and assess quality, quantity and safety of the goods;

« Coordinate clearance of WFP, export/import in liaison with handlers and customs officials;
Initiate action for requests for duty exemptions on all WFP imported shipments, food and non-food items;

« Establish contacts with shipping agents, clearing agents and superintendents and monitor the discharge of WFP vessels (rail, air or sea), advising
supervisors of need for intervention in case of any unforeseen problems pertaining to discharge and/or clearing operations;

With initiative and judgment produces organized, accurate and well documented records with well analyzed data and addresses unforeseen situations seeking
advice and guidance from supervisor, as necessary. May assign work to staff in lower grades.

Ability to review a variety of data, identify and adjust data discrepancies. Identify and resolve operational problems with substantial independence. Ability to obtain

or give factual information of a non-routine nature involving interpretation of facts and requiring clarity of expression. Ability to perform detailed work, frequently
of a confidential nature and/or to handle a large volume of work systematically, effectively and accurately. Ability to train other staff regarding relevant work
responsibilities. Ability to work in a team environment and coordinate assignments to achieve common goals. Ability to deal patiently and tactfully with people of

Tribal leader assassinated in Sana’a

H Aml Al-Yarisi

SANA’A, Aug. 20—Unknown
armed men assassinated Ab-
dulkareem Al-Dhahab in Sana’a
on Tuesday, leaving two of his
bodyguards inured.

The independent Al-Masdar
newspaper quoted eye witnesses
who said to have seen unknown
armed men in a car, firing at Al-
Dhahab’s vehicle in Baghdad
street in Sana’a.

Sources further reported that
Al-Dhahab’s corpse and the in-
jured bodyguards were transport-
ed to the hospital, while security
forces started their investigation.

Al-Dhahab is a leading tribal
family in Qaifa area in Al-Baida
governorate, northeast Sana’a.

Fahad Al-Taweel, a journalist
based in Al-Baida, claims about
11 male members of the Al-Dha-
hab family are known to support
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-
sula (AQAP).

Abdulkareem Al-Dahab, his
brother Khalid Al-Dhahab and
his nephew Majid Al-Dahab,
however, are all opposed to AQAP
and supported military opera-
tions against it.

Al-Taweel also said that Ab-
dulkareem and his brothers have
been threatened by their pro-

AQAP relative, for supporting the
government and not affiliating
with AQAP.

The Yemeni army had launched
several attacks against those
members of the Al-Dhahab family
who are allegedly affiliated with
AQAP. In September 2013, an air
raid alleged to be an American
one, killed Qaied Al-Dhahab and
four of his escorts in Al-Manaseh
area in Al-Baida governorate.

In May 2012, an earlier attempt
had been made to kill Qaied Al-
Dhahab in a drone attack in
Rada’a area in Baida governor-
ate, which Qaied Al-Dhahab sur-
vived.

different national and cultural backgrounds.

Minimum Qualification

Education:
Completion of secondary school education.

Experience:

Language:
Fluency in both oral and written English and Arabic.

Knowledge:

Interested candidates are requested to apply by:

World Food Programme, Sana’a

HR Unit
P.O. Box 7181

Experience utilizing computers, including word processing, spreadsheet and other software packages.

Diplomatic Area, Nowakshot St, House No. 22, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen.

At least four years of progressively responsible support experience including at least two years in the field of finance, accounting, transport, insurance, statistics,
operations, administrative services or other related field. At least one year at G4 level or equivalent.

1. Completing their resumes, the Personal History Form (P11) and a covering letter addressed to WFP HR unit indicating the VA reference number and the
position title as per the vacancy announcement, YEM2014/LOG016/Gen-048.

2. Send all above mentioned documents to the following email address Yemen.HR@wfp.org or in a sealed envelope no later than 28 August 2014, to

*The Personal History Form (P11) attached or can be downloaded from WFP HR Yemen site, https://teamwork.wfp.org/232/YEHR/SitePages/Home.aspx

Only short-listed candidates meeting the required qualifications will be contacted.
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Salafi refugees: Settling in Sana’a nostalgic of Dammayj

Story by Mohammad
I Al-Khayat
Photo by Ali Aboluhoom
alking into Al-
Fardaws, or “Para-
dise,” Mosque in
Sawan area gives
you the feeling you
are in an airport, bustling with peo-
ple of different nationalities, from
every corner of the world. What’s
common is that they all don beards,
which they cherish, and are dressed
in short garments (thawbs) reaching
their ankles.

As soon as you enter the mosque,
wearing jeans and a shirt, you are
seen as “strange” and the guard im-
mediately starts to search you. But
when you smile, assuring him that
you are not carrying any weapons he
smiles back saying, “we are not look-
ing for weapons, but cameras.” Pho-
tography is considered “haram” (re-
ligiously forbidden) by most Salafis
living in Sawan. The guards at the
mosque are wary of journalists who
might enter with hidden cameras.

Around 1,500 Salafis in Sawan
have been internally displaced, and
forced to leave theirhomes in Damm-
aj in Sa’ada after continued fighting
with Houthi militants there. Home
to many Salafis in Yemen, Dammaj
village hosts the country’s oldest
and internationally respected Salafi
teaching institute, Dar Al-Hadith.

A difficult tribal mediation bro-
kered by President Abdu Rabu Man-
sour Hadi resulted in an agreement
between the Houthis and the Salafis
in December 2013, which required
the Salafis to leave Dammaj. Around
10,000 Salafis were forced to resettle
in surrounding Yemeni governor-
ates, with many foreign Salafi stu-
dents retreating back to their home
countries.

A new life in Sana’a

Most Salafi eventually found them-
selves in Sana’a, where they started
life again in Sawan or Bayt Baus
neighborhoods, known for their large
Salafi population.

Abdulbasit Al-Raidi, the Imam
and khateeb (preacher) at the Al-
Fardaws Mosque, also apprentice of
Yahya Al-Hajouri, director of the Dar
al-Hadith institute in Dammaj, said
Salafis in Sawan area offered to host
refugees from Dammaj.

Abdu Abdulrahaman Abduallah
Al-Arhabi, a Salafi resident in Sawan
said, “we are the ones who received
Dammaj's Salafis in Sana’a, it was
our duty. We are fully aware that
they were not treated fairly, Allah
has facilitated their hosting, and they
were no burden to anyone.”

“Although Salafis have settled
in Sana’a and most of them found
jobs, they are still to return to
Dammayj,”observed Al-Arhabi.

Al-Raidi understands the impor-
tance of Salafis in Sawan peacefully
coexisting with the neighboring non-
Salafi minority. “People of Dammaj
are of peace and benevolence, wher-
ever they may reside. They are no
burden to the people of the area,” he
says.

“When we came to Sana’a people
were expecting that clashes would
renew between us and the Houthis
but that did not happen, we do not
call for war with anyone,” added Al-
Raidi.

Most residents prefer to live in
harmony. Al-Arhabi and Al-Hassan
Al-Shami, another Salafi resident in
Sawan, are certain no verbal argu-
ments or clashes have occurred in
Sawan area, despite the fact some lo-
cal residents are Houthis.

According to Al-Hussain Abdu-
allah Al-Shami, a Houthi resident
in Sawan, “Salafis in Sana’a are no
problem to us. It is their home and
they have caused us no harm in
Sana’a.”

Al-Shami adds, “in Dammaj Salafis
used to cut roads and fire at Ansar
Allah's [Houthi] locations every once
in a while; therefore it is impossible
for Ansar Allah to agree to their re-
turn to Dammaj, especially at this
point of time.”

Not only does Al-Shami differenti-
ate between Salafis in Dammaj and
Salafis in Sana’a, he also links the
peaceful co-existence of Houthis and
Salafis in Sana’a to a clear power im-
balance between the two parties.

“Salafis appear peaceful in Sana’a
because they are currently weak. We
find that they are not harming any-
one even in their mosque in which a
group of Houthis pray without being
harassed.”

Untold stories of nostalgia and
political views

“Dammaj is a blessed land and a lit-
tle money was enough for a good life.
Therefore, we miss it and we want to
go back to it,” said Abu Ismail Mo-
hammad Al-Raimi, a Salafi surgeon
who lived and worked in Dammaj.

Al-Raimi adds, “When we left
Dammaj we left everything precious
and valuable to us behind, arriving
in Sana’a with nothing to rely on but
Allah.”

“We lived in our homes in Dammaj
for more than 40 years, we worked
and we were financially secured—
my monthly income was about
YR400,000 ($1,860). But when we
came here life became very difficult,”
recalled Abu Allaa Abdualssalam
Al-Wesabi, a Salafi tradesmen from
Dammaj.

Al-Wesabi added, “Irented a house
for my family and me for YR40,000
($186). All the money that I am now
spending is borrowed from trades-
men I used to know and do business
with.”

Around 1,500 Salafis who fled from Dammaj are now living in Sana’a’s Sawan neighborhood, which is known for its large Salafi population and
its Al-Fardaws Mosque (see picture).

Al-Wesabi never expected to find
himself in such a dire economic situ-
ation. While he borrowed money to
open up a small shop in Sana’a, his
current income was reduced to less
than a third, averaging a monthly to-
tal of YR30,000 ($150).

“Salafis did not receive support
from any particular entity or Islamic
party, they were provided with small
amounts of money from philanthro-
pists who are not with any party,”
says Abu Ali Mohammad Al-Madhla-
bi, another Salafi businessman who
used to live in Dammaj.

Al-Madhlabi is sure that although
Salafis wish to go back to Dammaj,
existing circumstances do not al-
low for a return. Most houses were
destroyed and their mosques were
blown up by Houthis, he regrets.

Abu Muslim Omar Al-Nageeb, a
student of renowned Salafi cleric
Al-Hajouri, is of the opinion Salafis’
were the most to suffer from political
parties and Yemen’s political regime
as they were subjected to crude in-
justice in Dammaj.

He opposes politics in general, ex-
plaining “elections to us are ‘haram’
and we will never participate in any
upcoming election. It's better if the
clergies meet and select a president
for the country, because numerous

forms of election fraud can occur.”

Imam Abdulbasit Al-Raidi agrees,
stating that Salafis from Dammaj
are not affiliated with any particular
political party or group, as they view
politics as “haram.”

Like other Salafis in Sawan, Abu
Salman Al-Jazaeri, an Algerian stu-
dent of the Salafi clergy Al-Hajouri,
explains, “I wish to return to Damm-
aj because it's a holy city, the city of
knowledge and I want to continue
my religious education there.”

“All people in Dammaj are coop-
erative but here in Sana'a life is dif-
ferent,” he said. While student life
was cheap in Dammaj, where he and
other Salafis enjoyed the financial
support of local and international
businessmen, Al-Jazaeri feels they
are deprived of similar generosities
here in Sana’a.

Apart from economic and spiri-
tual motives, Salafis’ desire to return
to Dammaj goes beyond building
a strong social network. They are
keen to connect with like-minded
people who follow the same religious
doctrine and meet each other with
friendliness and support.

Salafi refugees in Bayhan, Bayt
Baus
The situation in Al-Fath mosque

in Sana’a’s Bayhan area in Bayt
Baus neighborhood differs from Al-
Fardaws mosque; the number of
Salafis is larger and most of them
are young. Differences between the
two places are best explained by the
presence of Imam Yahya Al-Hajouri
and his approximately one thousand
students fleeing from Dammaj to
Sana’a.

“In the mosque and its annex
there are a thousand of the shaykhs
students, most are single, the mar-
ried students are settled in a simple
home,” said Abu Abdualrahman Al-
Junaid one of Al-Hajouri’s students,
who hails originally from Aden.

An American student of Al-Hajouri
who is leaving the Al-Fatah mosque,
holds his five-year-old daughter by
the hand. Fully covered in black,
she is wearing a niqab (a scarf that
covers one’s face), visibly facing dif-
ficulties walking, with her visual gaze
being seriously impaired.

Going by the name of Abu Abdul-
lah Gaith Al-Rahman, the young
father refuses to reveal the English
name that he carried before convert-
ing to Islam, explaining that he had
forgotten all about his previous life.

Having originally worked as a
computer engineer, he has quit his
job to devote his life to the quest of
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knowledge, sazing he relies on God
to provide for him.

Al-Junaid says, “these students do
not work, they live on the aid given
by international donors, and they
live in one of the mosque’s annexes
which was built recently and spon-
sored by the benefactors.”

Al-Junaid emphasizes that Al-
Hajouri and his students do not re-
ceive money or aid from charities or
international organizations affiliated
with political parties. These funds
come in from donors who provide it
as charity (Sadaga, meaning *volun-
tary charity’), according to Islamic
jurisprudence.

Al-Hajouri fears that accepting the
funding of known groups and parties
puts Salafis at risk of being used for
political purposes.

“We are content with what Al-
lah had provided for us. Every time
we leave to work, we find that Allah
sends us those who give us basic
food-items so that we can keep on
seeking knowledge,” said Jalal Al-
Assadi, a student in the mosque.

While there is no end in sight for
the Salafi refugees in Sana’a, they
continue to face their battles by en-
trusting their faith in Allah, hoping
one day things will take a different
turn.
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Education gap: Public schools vs. private institutes

Story by Mohammad
Al-Khayat
Photo by Ali Ibrahim
Al-Moshki
‘ ‘ n the beginning I
could not believe
that the teacher who
teaches me in the
morning is the same
who teaches me in the afternoon,”
high school student Rasheed Al-
Shammakh said, describing his
teacher who teaches him math-
ematics in school during regular
hours and afterschool for private
lessons at an institute.

Many students noted this differ-
ence between teaching styles at pri-
vate institutes and public schools,
even when the same instructor is
giving the lessons.

Private institutes are a way for
teachers, who are notoriously un-
derpaid, to earn more money.
And students who study at pub-
lic schools, which are notoriously
overcrowded and underfunded,
sometimes seek additional lessons
from private institutes, if they can
afford it.

Private institutes can award cer-
tificates of completion, but do not
offer students a formal degree.

“T needed private lessons in
mathematics because [the subject]
is difficult for me, so I went to a pri-
vate institute to register for a math-
ematics course. I was surprised to
see my teacher from regular school
my first day at the institute,” said
Al-Shammak.

His heart sank when he realized
he would have the same instructor,
as he was familiar with the teacher’s
style, which motivated him to seek
extra lessons in the first place.

“But during the class at the insti-
tute, I noticed a difference. There,
he somehow simplified the equa-
tions and used many examples that
enhance a student's understand-
ing.”

Al-Shamakh told the Yemen
Times that the teacher’s attitude
in the institute is different than

that in school. At the institute, Al-
Shamakh claimed, the teacher is
always smiling and listens well to
the student's questions and inqui-
ries, and if a student answers in-
correctly, the teacher does not get
agitated or screams as he would at
the public school. On the contrary,
he often goes over the entire lesson
if he feels it is necessary, Al-Sham-
mak said.

The situation is not all that dif-
ferent with high school student
Ameera Noman, who says, “my
school teacher is very nice and we
have mutual understanding and
respect and she has a deep under-
standing of physics [the subject she
teaches], but she does not go over
the topics very long.”

Noman adds, “because we need
to understand the book's lessons
and examples, she points us to the
institute in which she teaches in the
afternoon, and advises us to regis-
ter there to receive more lectures
on the topic.”

Noman says many female teach-
ers at the school do the same, lead-
ing students to register at the in-
stitutes they work at after hours so
students get more instruction and
can score higher on exams, in order
to get into college.

There are about 275,000 teach-
ers employed by the state, accord-
ing to Zaidan.

If a Yemeni student wants to enter
medical school at a public univer-
sity, they must achieve 85 percent
or higher on the national exam. To
enter an engineering department,
they must achieve a minimum score
of 80 percent. To enter a public uni-
versity at all, they must achieve no
less than 75 percent.

Yemen does have a parallel sys-
tem. This means a certain number
of seats are reserved for students
who receive lower than the neces-
sary scores but pay additional fees.
Officially, their score must not fall
below the required five percent to
enroll outside of the parallel sys-
tem. But students blame corruption
as a key reason for wealthy students

with lower scores to slip by.

Public school teacher and pri-
vate institute instructor Hani Saad
admitted to the Yemen Times that
there was a difference in the quality
of education between the instruc-
tion teachers offer at public schools
and at private institutes.

“However, there are many factors
that explain this difference,” she
said.

“One of the main problems we
face is the large number of stu-
dents at public schools, which is a
major hindrance to us during the
teaching process. It seems that for
some students, the main motiva-
tion in attending class is to disrupt
the educational atmosphere and to
provoke the teacher,” Saad said.

She believes that some students
come to school only to please their
families and feel that they are up-
holding their obligations. They do
not, she believes, come to learn.
This, she said, effects the other stu-
dents in the class, who most suffer
the disruptions.

In big cities such as Sana’a, Taiz
and Ibb, some classrooms have
as many as 80 students or more.
Many institutes cap the number of
students in a class at 25 or lower,
according to Saad.

“I admit that there is a difference
but it is not in the work ethic or at-
titude of teachers. I respect my stu-
dents, whether at the public school
or at the institute. My teaching
style at the institute does not differ
at all from that in the school, and I
try as much as I can to teach my [fe-
male] students well in school,” says
Najat Alawi a female mathematics
teacher in a public school and at a
private institute.

“The difference between the
school and the institute is that at
the institute, class is about an hour
and a half, which is double the time
given to subjects at public school, if
not longer,” Alawi said. “And that
is why teachers give more in depth
lessons and have class discussions
and can answer student’s ques-
tions.”

A typical class in public schools
lasts about 45 minutes, according
to Alawi and Saad.

The best institutes, Alawi be-
lieves, are the ones that allow teach-
ers to choose the number of classes
to teach and the time frame of
those classes. Others, she said, are
only interested in making money
and dictate the minimum number
of classes each teacher must take.

Additional instruction at insti-
tutes are appealing for many stu-
dents, but there is a large contin-
gent of students who cannot afford
to attend. After all, there is a reason
they are in public school and not
private school.

“I cannot study at a private insti-
tute because I cannot afford to pay
the fees, my family cannot spare
any money to help me,” said Yousif
Mubarak, a high school student.

“I sell ice cream for five hours a
day to save money in order to pay
for my public school expenses and
to buy simple supplies, such as note-
books, pens, and subject guides,
as well as for transportation. Af-
ter those costs, there is nothing to
spare for additional classes,” he
said.

Mubarak adds that he and other
“ambitious, but poor kids like [me],”
are the most effected by the educa-
tional system, because it requires
them to work twice as hard to study
and to comprehend lessons.

The cost of a monthly course at
a private institute in Sana’a ranges
from $15 to $25 according to many
institutes the Yemen Times con-
tacted. Costs are slightly cheaper in
other governorates like Taiz.

Poor public schooling and
widening class gaps

“Our role as educational inspectors
is to compile facts about education
in public schools and to write re-
ports about teachers’ performance
in those schools and to evaluate the
teachers when they teach students,”
said Muhammad Al-Hosami, the
Taiz department manager of the
Ministry of Education’s quality-

Private institutes that offer expensive lessons to students from bet-
ter-off backgrounds are worsening the class gap in Yemen.

control department in Taiz.

He adds, “The biggest problem
teachers suffer from is low sala-
ries, which is what drives them to
teach at private institutes in the
first place. This, in turn, badly ef-
fects their performance at public
schools.”

Al-Hosami accuses some teach-
ers of teaching at public schools in
order to market for the courses they
teach at private institutes.

Despite the large number of in-
stitutes who provide lessons, there
are many public school teachers
who refuse to teach at private in-
stitutes. Abdulsalam Al-Khateeb is
one of them.

Al-Khateeb says, “in my view,
teaching at institutes is not suitable
for students or teachers. The teach-
er loses his prestige and the respect
of students as well as his own self-
respect.”

“The institute forces you to make
sure that students are satisfied and
not to upset them in any way, which
forces you to pander to them and
to give in to their whims. It leads
many to do away with disciplinary
standards,” he added.

Al-Khateeb said the cost of cours-

es makes it an option only for the
well-off, which in turn effects all of
society. It means those from better-
off backgrounds are more likely to
earn higher marks because of their
resources, and it worsens the class
gap.

Mr. Ismail Zaidan, the public
relations director at the Ministry
of Education said that there is lit-
tle the ministry can do regarding
course time.

“It is really difficult to increase
the length of courses at public
schools. Both students and teach-
ers are completely against it, so
we cannot increase the amount of
school hours.”

Zaidan adds, “the number of pe-
riods allocated for each subject is
part of a plan made by specialized
educational researchers in this field
and in their point of view it is very
suitable.”

According to Zaidan, the insuffi-
cient number of schools in the coun-
try, combined with an inadequate
ministry budget, as well as an ex-
plosion in the population of young
people over the past decades, are
reason for the large number of stu-
dents in public school classrooms.
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

YEM2014/LOG016/Gen-046

The UNITED NATIONS WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME
Invites both Female and Male candidates to apply for the following positions:

Job Title:

Senior Logistics Assistant (COMPAS- Data Analyst)

Duty station:

Sana’a

UN Category:

Service Contract — SC-6 (SB-3)

Duration:

One Year (12 months)

Vacancy Number:

YEM2014/LOG016/Gen-046

Opening date:

14 August 2014

Closing date:

28 August 2014

Supervision received:

Accountabilities:

duties carried out by all Logistics Assistants)

maintained;

Under the direct supervision of the Logistics Officer and the overall supervision of the Head of Logistics

Within delegated authority, the Logistics Assistant will be responsible for the following duties: (These duties are generic and thus are not all-inclusive nor are all

« Assist with logistics operations including all logistics assets in order to ensure timely and cost-effective delivery of WFP cargoes;
« Assist in the training of staff, particularly ensuring that support staff are adequately trained,

« cross trained and identify any additional training needs to achieve high working standards;

« Follow up on projections of needs and call forward requirements;

« Follow the movement of food and non-food items for the projects and operations in the country;
« Collect regional and statistical information related to needs in various locations;

« Assist the sub-stations in the distribution and control of food and non-food aid;

« Organise and supervise the distribution at food at sites and maintain appropriate records;

* Prepare contracts for the transport of food and non-food items in both emergency and development operations;
« Initiate regular visits to stores to ensure conformity with regulations for storage of food and non-food items;

« Maintain cost data on various means of transport in the country;
« Deliver WFP standard waybills to those involved in the transport of WFP operations; ensure that the proper paperwork has been prepared;

« Assist with the accounting, reporting on food and non-food items and ensure that internal control systems are functioning and that all relevant records are

« Assist in contingency planning and logistics preparedness reviews;
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

YEM2014/LOG017/Gen-047

The UNITED NATIONS WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME
Invites both Female and Male candidates to apply for the following positions:

Job Title: Logistics Assistant (Warehouse) - (SSR)
Duty station: Sana’a — Warehouse Logistics

UN Category: Service Contract — SC-5 (SB-3)
Duration: One Year (12 months)

Vacancy Number:

YEM2014/LOG017/Gen-047

Opening date:

14 August 2014

Closing date:

28 August 2014

Supervision received:

Accountabilities:

duties carried out by all Logistics Assistants)

schedules;

« Perform other related duties as required.

The Logistics Assistant reports to the Logistics Officer or a Senior Logistics Assistant;

Within delegated authority, the Logistics Assistant will be responsible for the following duties: (These duties are generic and thus are not all-inclusive nor are all

« Post daily dispatches of WFP food and non-food commodities in the corporate system; monitor the correct use and quantity as per loading orders;
Respond to queries regarding commodities staff in the unit and elsewhere in the Programme;
Monitor ongoing shipments, pipeline information, insurance claims and other data;

Provide day-to-day reports on the progress and movements of WFP shipments (by land, sea, or air);
Monitor and report on WFP food stocks in operation’s warehouses and prepare weekly stock reports;
Assist and advise on flight planning, weather forecast and restricted flying areas, or railroad schedules and movements, or ship movements and

Coordinate and manage deliveries by suppliers, clearing agents and WFP warehouses; monitor and assess quality, quantity and safety of the goods;
Coordinate clearance of WFP, export/import in liaison with handlers and customs officials;
Initiate action for requests for duty exemptions on all WFP imported shipments, food and non-food items;

Establish contacts with shipping agents, clearing agents and superintendents and monitor the discharge of WFP vessels (rail, air or sea), advising
supervisors of need for intervention in case of any unforeseen problems pertaining to discharge and/or clearing operations;

« Supervise general service staff as required;
« Perform other related duties as required;

Ex Results:
Well organised, reports and/or records, put together independently with only general guidance. Well organized work with accurate information and databases;
efficiently supervised team of support staff or work unit.

Critical Success Factors
« Sound judgment; ability to extract, interpret, analyse and format data and to resolve operational problems. Ability to work with minimum of supervision; to
supervise and train support staff; and to work effectively with people of different national and cultural backgrounds.
« Ability work with accuracy under time constraints and pressure; to deal patiently and tactfully with staff members and others and to have a high sense of
confidentiality, initiative and good judgment.

Minimum Qualification

Education:
Secondary school education, preferably supplemented by technical or university courses in a field related to logistics/transport activities.

Experience:
At least five years of practical commercial/professional experience in one or more of the transportation and ancillary sectors: port operations, shipping, clearing
and forwarding, air operations, large scale road/rail transport and distribution management.

Language:
Fluency in both oral and written English and Arabic.

Knowledge:
Experience utilizing computers, including word processing, spreadsheet and other software packages.

Interested candidates are requested to apply by:
1. Completing their resumes, the Personal History Form (P11) and a covering letter addressed to WFP HR unit indicating the VA reference number and the
position title as per the vacancy announcement, YEM2014/LOG016/Gen-046.

2. Send all above mentioned documents to the following email address Yemen.HR@wfp.org or in a sealed envelope no later than 28 August 2014, to
World Food Programme, Sana’a
HR Unit
P.O. Box 7181
Diplomatic Area, Nowakshot St, House No. 22, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen.

*The Personal History Form (P11) attached or can be downloaded from WFP HR Yemen site, https://teamwork.wfp.org/232/YEHR/SitePages/Home.aspx

Only short-listed candidates meeting the required qualifications will be contacted.

Expected Results:
With initiative and judgment produces organized, accurate and well documented records with well analyzed data and addresses unforeseen situations seeking
advice and guidance from supervisor, as necessary. May assign work to staff in lower grades.

Critical Success Factors

Ability to review a variety of data, identify and adjust data discrepancies. Identify and resolve operational problems with substantial independence. Ability to obtain
or give factual information of a non-routine nature involving interpretation of facts and requiring clarity of expression. Ability to perform detailed work, frequently
of a confidential nature and/or to handle a large volume of work systematically, effectively and accurately. Ability to train other staff regarding relevant work
responsibilities. Ability to work in a team environment and coordinate assignments to achieve common goals. Ability to deal patiently and tactfully with people of
different national and cultural backgrounds.

Minimum Qualification

Education:
Completion of secondary school education.

Experience:
At least four years of progressively responsible support experience including at least two years in the field of finance, accounting, transport, insurance, statistics,
operations, administrative services or other related field. At least one year at G4 level or equivalent.

Language:
Fluency in both oral and written English and Arabic.

Knowledge:
Experience utilizing computers, including word processing, spreadsheet and other software packages.

Inter ndi re r |
1. Completing their resumes, the Personal History Form (P11) and a covering letter addressed to WFP HR unit indicating the VA reference number and the
position title as per the vacancy announcement, YEM2014/LOG016/Gen-047.

2. Send all above mentioned documents to the following email address Yemen.HR@wfp.org or in a sealed envelope no later than 28 August 2014, to
World Food Programme, Sana’a
HR Unit
P.O. Box 7181
Diplomatic Area, Nowakshot St, House No. 22, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen.

*The Personal History Form (P11) attached or can be downloaded from WFP HR Yemen site, https://teamwork.wfp.org/232/YEHR/SitePages/Home.aspx

Only short-listed candidates meeting the required qualifications will be contacted.
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“To make Yemen
a good world
citizen.”
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(1951 - 1999)
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OUR OPINION

First things first,
a new government
is due

resident Hadi held a high

level meeting of national

bodies as well as political

and social figures on

Wednesday to create a
national synergy amongst political
entities against the Houthis.

The meeting was a reaction—albeit
late—to the forceful and fast-spreading
control of Houthis to various locations
in the north of Yemen that has now
reached the borders of the capital city.

Committees have been going back
and forth to Sa’ada negotiating with
Abdulmalik Al-Houthi, also trying
to convince him to join the political
dialogue rather than resort to violence.
But so far all committees have failed
at their mission, and so will the one
just formed by President Hadi on
Wednesday.

In his meeting Hadi called on
Houthis to stop using the people’s
grievances for political gains. He said
that he had instructed the government
to take on appropriate actions to
mitigate the impact of fuel subsidy cuts
on the poor. But Hadi did not discuss
who will monitor the government, and
see through the objectives it originally
set out for itself.

The people of Yemen no longer want
promises. They need a new government
and one whose prime minister is
concerned with the people’s plight
rather than touring the world.

What I think Hadi should do urgently
is to announce a state of emergency,
remove the prime minister and turn
Yemen’s semi-presidential system into
a presidential one.

We can no longer wait for the
Houthis’ response to Hadi, or try to
reach a compromise. We already know
they feel empowered and are arrogant,
believing their demands should be met
in full. The Houthis’ demands include
a take over of important ministries,
refusal to surrender their weapons, and
accept Al-Jawf and Hajja as part of the
Azal region, and allocation of 20,000
army positions to their followers.

Which one of those demands will
be met, remains to be seen. But based
on previous experience I assume
that simply surrendering to Houthis’
demands will only encourage them
further. Simultaneously, ignoring the
Houthis, as has been done so far, will
also encourage them to further expand
their power.

The best solution is to create an
inclusive political dialogue and to
truly reform the government, which
includes the restructuring of the army,
in order to make the state stronger,
confident and competent to enforce its
status against outlaws and rebels.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

The scourge of Shiaphobia

Eldar Mamedov
I muftah.org
First published Aug.19
uring a meeting
with a delegation
from the Euro-
pean Parliament
last  November,
an advisor to the Saudi interior
minister, Prince Mohammed
Bin Nayef, touted a widely-ac-
claimed Saudi de-radicalization
program for extremist youth in
the kingdom. Describing the
program in detail, he empha-
sized the promotion of religious
tolerance as one of its pillars.
In presenting the program, he
contrasted it with what he de-
scribed as Iranian intolerance,
exemplified by Iran’s denial to
permit Sunni Muslims to build
or operate a mosque in Tehran,
since the 1979 Revolution. When
asked by the delegation how
many Shia mosques there are
in Riyadh, the advisor became
flustered and responded, “there
is none, and there would never
be since, unlike the Iranians, we
do not pretend to be tolerant.”

The incident could surely be
dismissed as one of the absurd
ironies of the hermit kingdom,
a long-standing ally of the West,
which allows no religion, other
than Wahhabism, a form of pu-
ritanical Islam, to be practiced
on its soil. A close examination
of official Saudi attitudes toward
religion reveals widespread
Shiaphobia—the religious, po-
litical, economic and social
discrimination against Shias,
followers of a minority Islamic
sect who are seen by the Saudi
state and Wahhabi religious
establishment as heretics, trai-
tors to “true Islam,” and Iranian
agents.

These notions are by no
means limited to Saudi Arabia.
For years, wealthy donors from
other Persian Gulf emirates like
Kuwait and Qatar have funded
Shiaphobia in the Muslim world.
In its most aggressive form, this
sectarianism has manifested
itself through anti-Shia vio-
lence practiced by groups like
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi and Sipah-
e-Sahaba in Pakistan, the Tali-
ban in Afghanistan, and now the
“Islamic State” (formerly known
as ISIS, but now abbreviated as
IS) under the self-proclaimed
“caliph” Abu-Bakr Al-Baghdadi.
Al-Baghdadi has openly called
for the annihilation of all Shias,
who are referred to as “Rafidis”
or “Safawis”—derogatory terms
denoting their supposed Iranian
affiliation and affinity.

These extreme forms of dis-
crimination and violence have
received relatively little atten-
tion in the West. While Western
politicians are very vocal, and
rightly so, in their condemna-
tion of Christian persecution
in many Muslim majority coun-
tries, reaction to the extreme
violence against Shia communi-
ties is much more muted.

Why is this?

Many Western politicians and
commentators are reluctant to
identify Shiaphobia as a specific
problem, fearful of siding with
one particular sect in a conflict
where all sides are perceived as
equally guilty. Sunnis and Shias

are perceived to be trapped in a
bout of medieval religious ha-
tred, incomprehensible to the
modern Western mind. Since
Iraq has become the most re-
cent battleground in this sup-
posed Sunni-Shia war, policies
pursued by the government of
Nuri Al-Maliki, who hails from
the Iraqi Shia party, Dawa’a,
have been seen as a major factor
behind the conflict.

Political, Not Religious, Ri-
valry
It is undeniable that the Maliki
government’s failure to reach
out to the Sunni minority in Iraq
has fuelled the violent insurgen-
cy, spearheaded by IS. However,
the roots of Al-Maliki’s policies
are political, not theological.
Once Shias, the hitherto second-
class citizens of Iraq, gained
political power in Baghdad fol-
lowing the US led overthrow
of Saddam Hussein’s Ba’athist
regime, their first priority was
to consolidate, not share, their
new found influence with their
former Sunni oppressors. The
Maliki government’s vindic-
tive, revanchist policies against
the Sunnis were evidence of an
exploitative appeal to sectarian
solidarity in the service of politi-
cal expediency and survival.
“The most significant factor

Iranian reliance
on regional
Shia power,

to the extent

it exists, is
motivated not
by sectarian
bonds, but by
realpolitik.

behind Iraq’s problems,” notes
Georgetown professor Shireen
Hunter, “has been the inabil-
ity of Iraq’s Sunni Arabs and
its Sunni neighbors to come
to terms with a government in
which the Shias, by virtue of
their considerable majority in
Iraq’s population, hold the lead-
ing role.” Hunter adds that “the
goal of Iraqi Sunnis has been to
prove that the Shias are not ca-
pable of governing Iraq. Indeed,
Iraq’s Sunni deputy prime min-
ister, Osama Al-Najafi, recently
verbalized this view. The Sunnis
see political leadership and gov-
ernance to be their birthright
and resent the Shia interlop-
ers.”

Maliki’s government was not
the only, or even the most au-
thoritative, Shia voice in the
country. After IS captured the
cities of Mosul and Tikrit, the
foremost Shia religious author-
ity, Grand Ayatollah Ali Al-
Sistani, hinted that the Maliki
government’s sectarianism was
to be blamed for the crisis. An-
other cleric, Muqtada Al-Sadr,
who many in the West associ-
ate with the feared Shia militias,
similarly called for a new, inclu-
sive government that would in-

clude moderate Sunnis.

Meanwhile, Qatari-based
sheikh Youssef Qaradawi, chair-
man of the International Union
of Muslim Scholars and a pre-
eminent authority in Sunni Is-
lam, greeted IS advances in Iraq
as a “popular revolution,” ignor-
ing the jihadists’ unequivocally
genocidal intent of ridding, not
only Iraq, but the entire Middle
East of Shias.

Sunnis have long faced dis-
crimination in Iran, but the
Iranian government does not
have a legacy or policy of killing
Sunnis or destroying their prop-
erties as punishment for their
religious identity. By contrast,
in countries like Pakistan and
Egypt, Shias are often targeted
by vicious sectarian attacks from
extremist Sunni groups, usually
in collusion with government
authorities. Many fear that, if
the Taliban regains power in Af-
ghanistan, it will again engage
in sectarian killings of Hazara
Shias.

But the story of sectarian
conflict in the Middle East is
not always one of intractable,
centuries-old religious animos-
ity. Writing in The Guardian,
Jonathan Freedland, recently
suggested that “what’s driving
IS, or at least making its phe-
nomenal success possible, is not
pre-modern religious zeal so
much as a pre-modern absence
of state power.”

Quoting Toby Dodge, an Iraq
scholar at the London-based
International Institute for Stra-
tegic Studies (IISS), Freedland
explains that, while “fierce re-
ligious ideology, financial acu-
men and tactical nous” have all
contributed to IS’s ascendance,
“what has been crucial, Dodge
says, is ‘not ancient hatreds but
this collapse of state power’.”
This is a struggle for survival
and control, Dodge argues, more
than it is a pursuit of the whole-
sale slaughter of Shias.

It is no wonder, then, that
IS “attacks wherever it sees a
gap, an area of weakness where
the state’s writ does not run or
that will be too feeble to resist,”
writes Freedland. The targeting
of Christian and Yazidi areas
falls under this rubric.

Legitimizing Iran
While the fall of Mosul and na-
scent IS advances on Baghdad
provoked no direct Western
military intervention against
the group, airstrikes against the
Islamic State were authorized
by US President Barack Obama
only when the lives of 40,000
Yazidi Kurds were threatened.
One reason behind Western
reluctance to recognize or react
to rampant persecution of Shias
may very well be concern this
would legitimize Iran’s role as
the foremost Shia power in the
region. Many Western leaders
have criticized Iran’s support
for Bashar Al-Assad in Syria
and Maliki in Iraq. For its part,
however, as a majority Shia and
ethnically Persian power, Iran
has long been wary of overplay-
ing the Shia card. Well aware of
its neighborhood, Iran has rec-
ognized that such a move would
severely undermine its appeal
as a force for resistance and in-
dependence among the Sunni

Arab masses.

Iran’s approval of Maliki’s deci-
sion not to seek a third-term and,
instead, make room for Haider Al-
Abadi to become Iraq’s new prime
minister shows that Iranian reliance
on regional Shia power, to the extent
it exists, is motivated not by sectar-
ian bonds, but by realpolitik. On the
other hand, when Sunni extremist
groups threaten to destroy holy Shia
shrines in Iraqi cities, like Karbala
and Najaf, the strong reaction from
Iran is unsurprising—indeed, it is
no less than the Western reaction to
Christian persecution in Iraq.

It goes without saying, then,
that geopolitical rivalries with Iran
should not prevent the West from
voicing strong concerns about the
plight of Shia minorities in Sunni
majority countries.

Anti-Shia Hawks

Finally, there is a small group, affili-
ated with neoconservative and pro-
Israeli circles, which believes the
West and Israel have more to fear
from Shias than Sunnis. The argu-
ment is deliberately crafted to de-
monize Iran and undermine recent
diplomatic advances.

Last year, Hudson Institute fellow
Hillel Fradkin and former Bush ad-
ministration official and convicted
felon, Scooter Libby, argued in Com-
mentary, a conservative US publica-
tion, that the United States should
support Sunni regimes against Iran,
which they described as “the more
serious threat to our well-being.”

Earlier this summer, Michael
Oren, the former Israeli ambassador
to the United States, insisted that
“the lesser evil is the Sunnis over
the Shias,” reasoning that countries
like Iran and Syria pose a greater
challenge to Israel than Sunni resis-
tance and jihadist groups. “It’s of a
different magnitude entirely,” Oren
stated, before warning the United
States against working with Iran to

combat the rise of IS. “Do not make
a pact with Iran,” he declared.

Of course, Oren and other Israel
supporters exploit supposed Sunni
and Shia threats in equal measure to
serve the strategic and propaganda
interests of the day—justifying the
destruction of Gaza as a fight against
an existential enemy in Hamas on
the one hand, then railing against
nuclear negotiations and the easing
of sanctions against Iran as capitu-
lation to another existential threat.
While fearing any changing balance
of power in the Middle East, includ-
ing the loss of total military hege-
mony, right-wing Israelis and their
neoconservative allies would be
wise to remember the ideology of IS
and similar radical organizations is
as much violently anti-Western and
anti-Semitic as it is anti-Shia.

Pick Rights, Not Sides

Overall, differences with Iran or re-
jection of the Maliki government’s
sectarian policies should play no
role in Western acknowledgment
of and advocacy against the threat
of Shiaphobia. This is both a moral
and strategic imperative: The West
should live up to its own self-pro-
claimed reputation as the protector
of religious liberty and pluralism
worldwide.

Instead of succumbing to the bi-
nary concept of “us vs. them,” so
readily promoted by leaders such as
Israel’s Netanyahu and IS’s Bagh-
dadi, Western governments would
do well to oppose all exclusivist and
expansionist states. While perhaps
a pipedream at the moment, the
realignment of Western interests
against common adversaries in the
region may very well produce some
unlikely—and worthwhile—allianc-
es.

Republished with permission from
Muftah.org
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Warning Announcement

Nabil AlHarojii Trading Corp. would like to announce that
it is the sole and exclusive agent for the Turkish company

e

Yemen.
\_

Simsek Biscuits and Food Industry. The signed
agreements between both parties are officially registered
at the Ministry of Trade, department of agencies under
registration number: ( 7622 ). Nabil Al Harojii Trading Corp.
warns all business entities in Yemen off dealing and/or
importing from Simsek company. Nabil Alharojii Trading
Corp. possess all legal rights to protect its rights as a sole
and exclusive distributor according to effective laws in
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Politics of Qat: The Role of a Drug in Ruling Yemen
By Peer Gatter

on in all senses of the word. Besides docu-
menting the ever growing role qgat plays in
Yemen and in the life of Yemenis, the book
also analyses Yemen’s gat policy, the tribal
qat economy, and the gat connections of
our decision makers.

I had this huge publication lying by my
bedside for months before I summoned
the courage to pick it up and start reading.
This was not only due to its intimidating
size, but probably even more so due to its

world an insight into this drug and what it
has done to my country. Gatter was work-
ing for many years for the World Bank and
UNDP in Yemen and is now heading the
Integrated Expert Program for Afghani-
stan of the German Development Coop-
eration (GIZ-CIM).

Book review and extracts
Nadia Al-Sakkaf

topic. Qat, and the political and economic
schemes around it, were to me as a Yemeni
always a well-known problem. I just was
too afraid to read for myself and acknowl-
edge how I as a citizen am part of a society
that enables this culture of qat.

I don’t chew Qat and personally I am
ardently opposed to it. But I live in a so-
ciety where Qat prevails. After years of
research, Peer Gatter, the author of this
book, published it in 2012, offering to the

The cover page shows an old man with an
apprehensive look in his eves, half-smiling
as he hands you a bunch of qat leaves. In
the background there is a wild-eyed teen-
age boy, cheeks swollen from the qat that
fills them, peering into the camera.

This 862 page hard-cover book pub-
lished by Reichert Publications is a weap-

Ups and downs in gat politics after 2002

To read more about the book go to
www.qar-yemen.com

(VELOT sl eet BT BMLG VAN 3 oas W slaN
Tue. 2 Apr. 2002 19/1/1423 - No. {13656)

ith the resource base of the Yemeni
regime having stabilized due to high
oil prices and the resumption of
lending by international donors, the
political discussion on qat quickly

prosecution offices and the judiciary, (d) allocate 50 5
percent of tax collected on gat to support the agricul-

ture sector, particularly the cultivation of grains, and
to support irrigation and water harvesting establish-
ments, and (e) raise customs tariffs including fees on

died down following the First National Conference on
Qat in 2002. During the following vears, qat only made

brief headlines.

However, starting again in 2006, there were several
government attempts to tackle this issue with varying
degrees of seriousness and success.

In February 2008, Prime Minister Ali Muhammad
Mujawar decreed the formation of an inter-ministerial
committee on gat with approval of all members of Cab-
inet. The commission was to be headed by the Minis-
ters of Agriculture and Irrigation, and comprised also
the ministers of Legal Affairs, Health, Water and Envi-
ronment, Electricity and Power, Local Administration,
Finance, Industry and Trade, as well as the Chairman

of the Tax Authority.

The inter-ministerial committee was to prepare a
draft decree to constrict agricultural land use for qat
cultivation and to review possibilities to (a) levy taxes
on land used for qat cultivation, (b) move gat markets
away from the cities, (c) issue a decree to report any
farmers who spray insecticides on gat plants to district

permits for importing agricultural insecticides used in
qat cultivation, and record and allocate 50 percent of

fees for the benefit of the agricultural sector.

Based on this decree, the Ministry of Agriculture &
Irrigation called for a second National Conference on

Qat in 2008 and summoned the secretariat members

of the First National Conference on Qat to submit ideas
and hold a preparatory workshop. The cabinet debates
that led to the Prime Ministry Decree No. 35 were high-
ly controversial. A number of fellow ministers strongly
cautioned the agriculture and irrigation minister of in-
cluding any kind of measures that he would not be able
to enforce. A relocation of gat markets or a monitor-
ing of pesticide application on qat farms was thought

by many cabinet members to be simply overambitious

and illusionary. Yet, the minister prevailed, muzzling
also all criticism within his own ministry, pointing out
that he had the direct order from President Saleh to go
for a comprehensive decree that would give a strong
signal to the Gulf Cooperation Council that Yemen was
determined to act on gat now.

Replacing gat trees with crops

One milestone in the state’s initia-
tives against qat, was the prohibition
of qat cultivation on agricultural
flatlands. Tt took two years until an
opportunity with audience appeal
arose to implement the 2007 decree
regarding this prohibition. During
his February 2009 visit to Dhamar,
President Salih admonished the
population for rising numbers of re-
venge crimes and called upon both
farmers and governorate authorities
to “use land for cultivating useful
crops” and to “take necessary mea-

sures to ban gat cultivation in the
Jahran basin.”

In response to the presidential di-
rectives, Dhamar’s Governor Yahya
Al-Amri launched a campaign to
uproot gat and personally assisted
when on February 22, governorate
officials and local farmers destroyed
the first three hectares of qat planta-
tions on the plateau south of Ma'bar.
During the months of March and
April the campaign was intensified
especially in the Wasta area of the
Jahran plain to the west of Ma'bar,
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One of the many pictures showing Saleh riding or engaged in sports
during 1999. Here an election poster showing the president on a rear-
ing horse—the emblem of the GPC. It was inspired by Jacques-Louis
David's famous panting showing Napoleon crossing the Alps in 1810

(see insert on upper right).

where six farmers voluntarily up-
rooted some 30,000 qat trees.

With the help of the World Bank-
funded Water and Soil Conservation
Project drip-irrigation schemes and
water tanks were made available
to over a hundred farmers by mid
2009, who could thereby reduce ir-
rigation time from 18 to just five
hours. Besides wheat, also peaches,
strawberries, hot pepper, cabbage,
onions, tomatoes, and potatoes have
successfully been planted here as re-
placements for gat.

Yet, progress was slow and farm-
ers were rather hesitant in following
uprooting orders. Many farmers ex-
plain their reluctance to substitute
qat as due to the lack of marketing
and storage facilities for fruits, veg-
etables, almonds, or grain. They de-
manded guarantees from the gover-
nor to be supported in marketing in
order to receive a good price for their
produce.

A “Governorate Committee on
Qat” was thus established in May
2009 to explore and organize mar-
keting processes and controls, and
study the phenomenon of the expan-
sion of gat cultivation in the cold
flatlands. Farmers also received the
pledge that government companies
would initially buy their products
at favorable prices of above market
value. The Corporation for Produc-
ing Improved Seeds already started
in 2009 to purchase grain from the
Wasta area at double the market
price. Upon instruction of Presi-
dent Salih, cultivators additionally
received interest-free loans of up to
YR200,000 (ca. $1,000) in order to
buy farming equipment. The Agri-
cultural Credit Bank made a total of
YR100 million in loans for Dhamar
farmers available (ca. $500,000). A
number of Jahran farmers who had
uprooted their gat also received sup-
port in apiculture development.

Although the 2007 decree men-
tions six flatland areas in Dhamar
in which qat is to be eliminated,
Governor Al-Amri has implemented
the order so far only as a pilot ini-
tiative in the Jahran plain along the
Dhamar-Ma‘bar-Sana’a road.

Ibb and Sana’a governorates
replace gat
In April 2010, the Ministry of Ag-

dalu oo
hogd Jas

sl il e |
o0 bl
i bl

P

e .,x.,..u_.-,-,_.z.._;,.g,xuzu
el iy e S s g et pud
.a,'.:.-a.,-;.._-ﬁ.lg,—x.luug_ay kb
it A el ad g1 2 ek AL ek taa

R e e

B day b byt A e
e ety pagh sl i

g B 3 pb0 QARD 8 Ll Lk e puily
At y

1) &=

wrle i S Pllagll sluald¥1 e TS gl SN Yy
A LY ALY g sl 1331 A i1 B sy e
<ol gl Sl e Sl ol il

Lpas! JSLALI [pe dgotal? Ll SR iy sheail e glSB01y
Jalai N Ao il |l J puanl) 10 Sililgy 20
S LA a3l Ak oy 155 AL il 1k
ABtly 31! Sl g SMaa¥13,58 e LIS e ¥1 dalad
S AR Sy deg ¥ AU Bty SR 0 1 Ly
e ¥ty L oo LS Bypanl) el S g bl
Alil) ALl gl sl

SR Akl e ASULELA ply 1 01 1 Agale Bl pkly
. baS Lypdy Lo gl Cplalald (o g b e Clie
wote ol Bugur Aluile S jobicaa (i e Jpaatld 10
) ) g 48 Pl ol Y1 Sl
! Ayl (85 13l

L) it Y0 gptims,,

!,
meﬂ‘umwpﬂ_ O
vy
S WA e A roen
| 9 s M"""f:u-;i.";:..:.,f
,Muyrd»,..t..i"ﬂ,’- e,
T Y W s ey S Y

The government-run Al-Thawra Al-lgtisadi newspaper denounces the loss of “11-17 million working hours
daily” due to gat chewing (April 2, 2002).

riculture and Irrigation in coop-
eration with local authorities of
Manakha district, Sana'a governor-
ate, launched a qat-uprooting cam-
paign in the Haraz mountains.

Authorities propagated the crop’s
replacement with corn, wheat,
beans, almonds, and coffee in order
to reduce water depletion and im-
prove food security. The Minister of
Agriculture and Irrigation, Mansur
Ahmad Al-Hawshabi, promised that
his ministry would support and en-
courage farmers in adopting modern
irrigation systems and make almond
and coffee seedlings available at a
very low price.

In May 2010, Ibb’s Governor Ah-
mad Abd Allah Al-Hajri inaugu-
rated a coffee and mango planting
campaign in the province under the
slogan “The Number of Trees is the
Same as the Number of People.” The
aim of the campaign was to replace
qat trees with “useful” crops, to es-
tablish a number of nature reserves
across the governorate, develop
tourist and archeological sites, and
improve the highway connecting Ya-
rim district with the town of Al-Qae-
da. 500,000 trees were to be planted
in six Ibb districts until the end of
2010. In a three-day campaign in Al-
Sahul area 800 acres cultivated with
qat had already been uprooted and
replanted with 3,000 coffee and 500
mango seedlings. Also in Al-Qasr
area 3,000 acres of qat were cleared
and replaced with 10,000 coffee and
2,000 mango plants. Further up-
rootings were planned in the Dhi Al-
Sufal, Jibla, Al-Radma, and Badan
areas.

In early 2011, the Sana'a gover-
norate branch office of the Minis-
try of Agriculture and Irrigation
Jaunched a qat-substitution project
in the Arus area of Bani Matar dis-
trict. In cooperation with the World
Bank-financed Groundwater and
Soil Conservation Project at least

3,000 qat trees were uprooted and
replaced with almond seedlings on
agricultural lands rehabilitated by
the project.

Qat on the fast track to the Mil-
lennium Development Goals
Yemen's first MDG report of 2002
made no mention of gat and the
country’s 2003 progress report only
marginally referred to the drug in
the context of eradicating extreme
poverty and hunger. This changed
in 2011, when the Ministry of Plan-
ning and International Cooperation
(MOPIC) presented its strategy en-
titled “Fast-track to Achieve the Mil-
lennium Development Goals 2011-
2015" in which the fight against gat
plays a central role in alleviating
poverty and extreme hunger. The
strategy paper calls for “expand-
ing food production and limiting
gat cultivation and consumption
through raising awareness among
the population on the negative im-
pacts of qat.” It also calls for raising
qat taxes by as much as 200 percent
and proposes to “take out the qat
markets from the main cities and
reactivate the decrees of preventing
qat chewing while on the job and on
public premises.”

MOPIC also proposed to prohibit
gat transfers among governorates
and to “support the cultivation of
alternative crops like coffee, olives
,and almonds.” The strategy further
suggests to produce improved and
drought resistant seed varieties, sup-
port agricultural research, and link it
with extension work.

The revival of the gat debate was
paralleled by countless GCC meet-
ings in the Gulf States focusing on
the rehabilitation of the Yemeni
economy in order to make the coun-
try fit for membership by 2015.

The Yemeni government held
several expert meetings and nego-
tiations with international donor

representatives in order to develop
a road map for Yemen's integration
into the GCC.

The period until the outbreak of
the “Youth Revolution” in early 2011
has truly been exceptional also in
terms of gat activism. For over five
years the government demonstrated
with multiple approaches its perse-
verance in overcoming the gat prob-
lem.

When reviewing news reports of
the past years, it seems indeed that
Yemen has come a long way in com-
bating the drug since 2006. When
digging however deeper, it becomes
apparent that despite various gov-
ernment efforts and reforms, little
true change regarding qat cultiva-
tion, marketing, and consumption
has taken place. The measures were
compartmentalized, lacking coordi-
nation, and were bare of any com-
mon thread.

Many of the schemes were aban-
doned after only a few weeks, lead-
ing the attentive observer to believe
that it was all about headlines. Even
before the 2011 unrest, security
forces once again parked their ser-
vice vehicles unopposed and with-
out any embarrassment outside qat
markets to purchase gat while still
in uniform. Also in Aden, only a few
weeks after a comprehensive ban of
chewing in public that was issued in
2007, citizens once again crowded
the sidewalks and seaside prom-
enades in the early evening hours
when temperatures started to drop
to bearable levels—with dangerously
bulging cheeks.

Qat shipments to Socotra long ex-
ceed the levels prior to a shortlived
2009 ban of exporting qat to the ar-
chipelago, much to the frustration
and despair of many Socotris. And
also the illicit pesticide trade is un-
diminished, a short stroll through
Sana’a’s Shuub quarter with all its
pesticide shops dashes all illusions.


http://www.qat-yemen.com
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The Neighborhood gangs of Sana’a:
Disappearing with time or turning
into a more serious problem?

Bl Madiha Al-Junaid

s you walk into
Sana’a’s Musaik
neighborhood, one

does not have to

search long to find
heavily armed young men, mem-
bers of the neighborhood’s gang,
congregating in one of their hang-
out places.

In a vacant store, they sit on
worn-out mattresses, smoking
and staring at a large flat screen
television. A single light-bulb casts
the empty, windowless and shabby
looking room into dim light. On
entering, one hits a wall of dense
smoke, struggling to make out
Mohammed Abdulla Al-Hali, who
is known as “Al-Mudara,” (the ar-
mored man).

When asked about gang activi-
ties in the neighborhood, the first
thing Al-Mudara says is, “I'm not
a head of a gang and those peo-
ple beside me aren't members of
gangs. We are a group of friends
who studied together and are used
to helping one another in need.”

He clarifies the misunderstand-
ing by saying, “we fight those who
fight our friends and support one
another were we right or wrong.
This made people think that we
are a gang.”

Al-Mudara then goes on to ex-
plain he and his friends have re-
spectable jobs, and work hard to
earn money. “We don’t get our in-
come from banditry,” he stressed.

Yahya Omaiqa, who goes by
the name of Yahia Columbus and
who used to be one of Al-Mudara's
“friends,” takes a very different
view on Al-Mudara’s social circle,
which he refers to as a “gang.”

The now settled-down father
Columbus recalls that he and his
gang got most of their income
from illegal sources. He admits to
exploiting landowners under the
pretext of protecting them from
being hijacked, or selling weap-
ons, alcohol and hashish.

While those activities are un-
doubtedly criminal in nature,
neighborhood gangs differ from
organized criminal groups, in
the sense, they are of a far more
informal character. They are best
described as a bunch of young men
who seek to bolster the reputation
of their neighborhood, and of them-
selves, to gain people’s respect,
and to make money through illegal
business.

The violence these groups engage
in is predominantly local and often
motivated by rivalry with neighbor-
ing gangs.

Neighborhood gangs: Caught
between reality and fiction
Much of the neighborhood gangs’
power today lies in an illusory, far-
reaching reputation of control and
authority which causes people to
fear them—a fear inherited from
one generation after another.

Siham Al-Qubati, 19, recalls hear-
ing the fearfully screamed words
“it’s Quraish gang” a couple of times
in the past. “I was raised hearing
terrible stories about Quraish and
other gangs,” she recounts.

Residents in Sana’ani neighbor-
hoods, like Quraish and Musaik,
are familiar with gang violence.
Some have experienced it first
hand, others have heard the stories
from their parents, sensing the fear
in their eyes.

The spread of rumors only fur-
ther enforces the gangs’ status as
powerful groups. “The people talk
and are scared of entering certain
neighborhoods because of its gang;
this only upgraded the gangs’ repu-
tation,” said Al-Qubati.

Al-Qubati lives near to where Mu-

saik area gangs are located, which
as many describe, are the most dan-
gerous and savage of Sana’a’s neigh-
borhood gangs.

“Everyone knows what Musaik
gangs are. They like to make trou-
ble till this day,” said Ousama Al-
Duba'ee, a taxi driver who resides
multiple kilometers away from Mu-
saik on Al-Zubairi Street. “Their
reputation is even known here in my
neighborhood. They hold weapons
and are not welcoming to those who
go to their neighborhood, especially
if from an enemy neighborhood.”

While gangs used to be prevalent
in Sana’ani neighborhoods like Mu-
saik or Quraish, residents nowa-
days report a noticeable decline of
gang activities.

But, it seems unclear whether
the decreasing presence of neigh-
borhood gangs is the result of their
members growing up and moving
on to more respectable jobs without
being replaced, or whether they are
absorbed into more organized and
institutionalized forms of criminal
activity.

Neighborhood gangs: Then
and now

Abdulaziz Abdullah, a young man
living in Quraish gang's neighbor-
hood in Al-Safia area, said, “five to
six years ago, young people from
those gangs were rebellious and
wanted to obtain self-made power
and security to only themselves and
their neighborhood.”

To gain power and control over

the neighborhoods, gang members
not only threatened the personal
security of residents. They also in-
tervened with the work of police or
security patrols.

“Inthe past, fights between differ-
ent gangs took place approximately
every day, just like a sporting tour-
nament,” said Abdullah.

These crimes and acts of violence
were not usually well-organized or
pre-planned. Al-Duba’ee explained
that they were chronic problems
for unimportant causes; problems
created out of nothing and petty in
nature.

“For example,” Al-Dubae’ee con-
tinued, “periodic fights occurred
between two neighborhood gangs
over YR50 ($0.23), and another
fight was triggered by one man
shouting at another, who belonged
to a different gang.”

Thankfully, residents who live in
gang-affiliated neighborhoods and
security officials alike have noticed
a clear reduction in gang activity.

“The gangs nowadays are not an
issue nor an obvious and critical
challenge like they used to be in the
past. Only their remains and a few
new gangs from the new genera-
tion are here currently, who are not
as loud as the previous ones were.”
said Abdullah.

Al-Duba’ee adds that “the trou-
bles those gangs create are mostly
among them and those members of
other gangs; other citizens rarely
face any troubles with the gangs.”

Moving on to bigger and
brighter things?

After marriage, Columbus left the
Musaik area gang and now lives
with his family in a small house in
the same area and works as a con-
struction worker.

“I joined the gang when I was
young but now I have a wife and
children. As a gang member I can
be killed or wounded any moment,”
said Columbus on leaving the gang.

“The situation of the gang, after
several members were either killed
or arrested, made me leave it, par-
ticularly after I got married,” he
added. “The risks became simply
too high.”

Abu Ali, who is over 50, was in-
volved with a gang five years ago.
He regrets his decision to join and
feels remorse about the work he was
doing. However, his decision to join
was influenced by the lack of work,
he recalls wistfully.

“We were smuggling medicine
from Saudi Arabia to Haradh and
then to Hodeida, and finally the
medicine would reach the gang’s
team in Sana'a, which I was a part
of.”

He explained that his work in-
volved distribution of medicine
inside the capital city to pharma-
cies. Many pharmacies were buy-
ing their medicine from the gang
because it was cheaper. Abu Ali's
wage differed from one week to the
next, between 10,000YR ($47) and
YR100,000 ($465).

The reason Abu Ali made the

While gangs used to be prevalent in Sana’ani neighborhoods like Musaik (right) or Quraish (left), residents nowadays report a noticeable decline of
gang activities.

decision to leave and find more re-
spectable work was because it got
too dangerous; two of his friends
were arrested by the end of 2013
and he decided to quit.

Accordingto Abdullah, manypeo-
ple who used to be part of neighbor-
hood gangs in Sana’a are no longer
involved with them. They’ve either
moved on to better things or strug-
gle behind bars. “Many are married
now and are stable with their fami-
lies, and few are in prison till now,”
he said.

According to Al-Jumaee, the
passage of time eliminated some of
these gangs, who seemed unable to
advance and grow in power. In oth-
er cases, small and random gangs,
which could retain their members,
turned into more organized and
criminal groups.

The institutionalization and
adoption of neighborhood gangs

While several former members of
Sana’a’s neighborhood gangs moved
on to a normal life style, working in
ordinary jobs, other gang members
have taken a different path.

Several gangs have become in-
stitutionalized, turning into more
serious criminal organizations, ac-
cording to Colonel Musid Al-Saye-
di, deputy director of investigation
in Sana’a.

The groups’ work is no longer lim-
ited to street riots and skirmishes
with other gangs. Instead, they have
advanced to serious criminal work,
ranging from “money or mobile
phones robbery, blackmailing, to

vandalism,” said Al-Sayedi.

The scope of their work has
expanded to include kidnap-
ping. “A recent example is
the kidnapping of a trades-
man named Yahya Al-Selwi
by anonymous gunmen,” Al-
Sayedi said.

Security forces themselves
feel threatened, according to
Al Sayedi. “Especially after
some gangs grew bigger and
became part of political par-
ties, powerful tribes, or larger
criminal organizations.”

Many sociologists and se-
curity officials attribute the
decreased observance of local
gangs to their institutionali-
zation and adoption by larger,
more organized criminal net-
works, including Al-Qaeda
in the Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP).

The gangs’ reputation of
deviance and power—wheth-
er true or not—made young
neighborhood gang members
a susceptible target for re-
cruitment by other and larger
criminal groups, which were
in need of young men to ex-
ecute unattractive tasks on
the ground.

“Other powerful organiza-
tions attracted those young
people who lived under no
parent, society, or family
censorship, and used them
in the different operations,”
explains Dr. Salahaddin Al-
Juma’ee, a professor of psy-
chology and social service at
Sana’a and Amran universi-
ties.

Colonel Musid Al-Sayedi,
deputy director of investiga-
tion in Sana’a, explained that
some gangs disappeared from
people’s view as they became
part of larger and more pow-
erful and organized groups
that operated outside the
neighborhood’s scope.

Those accounts were con-
firmed by Mujahid Al-Ansi, a
member of Al-Mudara's gang
in Musaik.

“There were several mem-
bers in the gang two years
ago but now some of them
were Kkilled, or arrested and some
others left us,” he said.

“The gang was powerful at that
time and we were together in good
and bad times but now we are di-
vided because some of us joined the
Houthis,” added Al-Ansi, specify-
ing that some gang members went
to Amran and Al-Jawf governorates
to back the Houthis there.

The families of those who leave
neighborhood gangs and join larger
criminal networks are often in the
dark about their sons’ activities. In
some cases they only find out when
hearing about their family mem-
bers’s death in the news, a YouTube
video, or when their relative’s corps-
es are brought back to the house.

Ammar Abdullah lost a fam-
ily member who used to hang out
with a neighborhood gang close to
Musaik area. He had left to fight in
Abyan governorate a few years ago
“without saying where he would go.
He never even said ‘goodbye’,” re-
calls Abdullah.

Abdullah only found out about
his relative’s whereabouts when his
corpse was brought back home.

Given the current problems that
plague the economy and unstoppa-
ble political unrest, there are little
signs of the violence slowing down.
“Young men can only be used and
recruited [by large criminal organi-
zations] due to the hunger, poverty,
unemployment, illiteracy, and sub-
jugation they suffer from,” says Al-
Juma’ee.
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World Humanitarian Day:

Staying Safe

IRIN
First published Aug.19

orld Humanitar-
ian Day this year
brought  grim
news: More aid
workers died in
2013 than any year since records
began. In total, 155 were Kkilled,
while another 305 and were either
seriously wounded or kidnapped,
according to newly-released data
from the Aid Worker Security Data-
base. The number of victims was 66
percent higher than in 2012.

UN agencies, NGOs and academ-
ics are seeking ways to reduce the
threats to staff even as they tackle
a growing number of often-violent
humanitarian crises.

Part of the debate is over quite
how severe the problem is, with
some keen to stress that humani-
tarianism is an inevitably danger-
ous activity. Larissa Fast, assistant
professor of conflict resolution at
the Kroc Institute for Peace Studies
and author of “Aid in Danger—The
Perils and Promise of Humanitari-
anism,” said that while the increase
in deaths was concerning, “without
context those numbers don’t mean
alot.”

She pointed to the increase in the
amount of aid work being done—
spending by government donors
hasincreased nearly 75 percent over
the last decade—and better report-
ing of deaths, as mitigating factors.
“It would hold that there would be
an increasing number of incidents
at the same time as an increasing
number of operations.”

Yet she accepts that aid workers
are now more threatened, with nu-
merous conflicts involving actors
hostile to foreign charities. "Aid
agencies are willing to accept more
risk and stay in places that are more
dangerous than they might have
done 10 years ago."

Coping strategies

Adapting and adjusting to limit
these risks is key, according to the
Humanitarian Outcomes’ report
accompanying the latest statistics.
Among the key findings is the high
number of attacks on NGO workers
on the move. While vehicles have
long been more susceptible to at-
tack than armed compounds, more
than half of the violent incidents in
2013 occurred in the context of an
ambush or roadside attack.

The report identified a number of
different strategies for travel that
had been employed, including reg-
ularly alternating routes, keeping
a low-profile and road reconnais-
sance.

Another mechanism by which aid
agencies have sought to improve
their travel security is through
better sharing of information. In
recent years, coordination bodies
have been established in Afghani-
stan, Yemen, Gaza and elsewhere
to help NGOs negotiate security is-

© Heba Aly/IRIN

A UN flight takes aid workers from Baghdad to Erbil in Iraq. Most
of the countries where insecurity is highest host radical groups, like

ISIL in Iraq, that control large areas.

sues, such as which roads are safe
to travel on.

The most recent addition to such
bodies is The Safety & Security Com-
mittee for Lebanon (SSCL), a body
funded by European Commission
humanitarian aid arm ECHO, which
facilitates the sharing of security
information between UN bodies,
as well as local and international
NGOs. Lebanon has seen continued
low-level violence throughout 2014,
with Islamic State militants briefly
claiming a strategically important
eastern town earlier this year.

Lawrence Tucker-Gardiner, SS-
CL’s director, says such informa-
tion-sharing helps NGOs avoid un-
necessary risk and foresees a need
for both aid agencies in Iraq and
Syria to develop similar networks.

The networks have been strength-
ened by their ability to adapt. When
the first information-sharing net-
works were formed a few years
ago, he said, they sought to push
all agencies into the same security
policies, often leading to tensions
as NGOs worried about their inde-
pendence. “The UN would have one
approach [to security], which might
be more protective, while NGOs
would be much more [focused on]
acceptance. That meant they be-
came wary of sharing information.”

Over time, however, information-
sharing networks have become less
prescriptive, instead seeking to give
agencies the power to devise their
own policies. “What seems to have
developed really well is the recogni-
tion that the information sharing
does not have to be linked to the
strategy. On one level you share
safety and security information and
on another level it is up to organiza-
tions what they do with it.”

While deterring and avoiding at-
tacks are short-term fixes, the ulti-
mate goal for humanitarians is of-
ten acceptance of their work by all
parties. Kroc Institute’s Fast said
that in recent years there had been
a growing perception of a discon-
nect between aid workers and the
people they are supposed to help—a

debate little helped by the tougher
security measures they have often
been forced to take.

“There needs to be a return to
recapturing the purpose of humani-
tarianism,” she said, stressing that
walled compounds for aid workers
also created the perception of being
foreigners. “Security [needs to act]
as part of the relationship [with the
recipients] as opposed to thinking
of increasing ways to separate aid
workers from the people they are
working with.”

Islamist groups

Many of the countries where inse-
curity is highest host radical groups
that control large areas, with four
of the top six most dangerous coun-
tries—Afghanistan, Pakistan, So-
malia and Syria—home to militants
allegedly linked to Al-Qaeda.

Threats to aid workers in Iraq
have also risen in recent months as
the militant group calling itself the
Islamic State (IS, previously known
as ISIS) has captured huge swathes
of territory, displacing hundreds of
thousands; while the withdrawal of
US led forces from already danger-
ous Afghanistan at the end of 2014
could lead to more territory in the
hands of the Taliban.

Negotiating deals with such
groups can be a challenge for aid
actors, yet a new study from the
UK-based Overseas Development
Institute’s Humanitarian Policy
Group appears to support Fast’s ar-
gument about the need for engage-
ment. The three-year research proj-
ect focused on aid workers dealing
with the Taliban in Afghanistan and
Al-Shabab in Somalia.

Ashley Jackson, the report’s au-
thor, said the aim was to system-
atically study attitudes towards aid
workers by Islamist groups. “We re-
ally wanted to talk to ground level
fighters, mid-level commanders
and the senior leadership because
we didn’t feel that had been done
before.”

Continued on the back page
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World Humanitarian Day: Staying Safe

The key finding, she said, was that
agencies should commit significant
resources to developing and main-
taining relationships with figures at
all levels of Jihadist groups. “A lot

of agencies are afraid to address the
problem head on,” she said, add-
ing that many NGOs were worried
about the high costs of building

such networks in terms of manpow-
er and falling foul of counter-ter-
rorism legislation if they interacted
with banned groups.

“What you often found was there
was this ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ envi-
ronment where senior managers
were sitting away from the actual
programming denying [that they

Technology

dealt with Jihadi groups] but main-
taining that they had access as...
‘communities’ protected them. But
when we spoke to the field workers
on the ground they gave a dramati-
cally different story—they would
[admit] they work with Al-Shabab
all the time.”

This shifting of responsibility to
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the lowest level of authority, she
said, was likely to lead to corrup-
tion and a lack of organized rela-
tionships and also increases the
risk of misunderstandings between
aid agencies and militants that led
to killings and kidnappings.

So far in Iraq and Syria these
structured approaches do not ap-
pear to be in place. Some of the
NGOs that were already operating
in areas now controlled by IS have
been allowed to stay and provide
services, though some employees
have been arrested.

Yet one NGO worker whose orga-
nization works in IS areas in Syria
said so far little had been done
across the sector to discuss normal-
ized rules. Anti-terrorism legisla-
tion meant that NGOs were petrified
of being seen to formally accept IS
and other militant Islamist groups.
“How can we pay our staff who live
in that area when we know they will
be forced to pay taxes directly to
1S?” the NGO worker asked.

Yet for Jackson the dangers of not
negotiating with such groups are far
higher. She said that in Iraq the sit-
uation was perhaps still too volatile
for aid agencies to start delivering
in IS areas but that they should be
thinking about how to do it safely.

“Starting dialogue early is the
critical thing, even if it is just talks
about talks or informal commu-
nication that helps you as an aid
agency understand who you might
talk to when the situations are more
permissible for access,” she said.

Other techniques may be neces-
sary to help facilitate humanitar-
ian access with Islamist militants.
To better understand legal systems
in place in areas where groups may
not accept international humanitar-
ian law, humanitarians are increas-
ingly being trained in Islamic law,
while Fast said she was beginning
research into whether faith-based
actors were more able to make
agreements than secular ones.

Republished with permission from
IRIN.
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CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP S.A.L OFFSHORE (CCC)

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

e Petrochemical plants, refineries.
e Heavy, light industrial plants.
e Power and desalination plants.

e Offshore structures and underwater works.

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance.

e Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

e Oil fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

e Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

e Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.

@ Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

e High quality buildings & sports complexes.

e Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630

E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com
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where information lives

autborized distributor

www_starnet-tec.com

Calibration &

BIOKUBE

Wastewater
Purification

FMC Technologies

Chiksan / WECO /
Dynetor products

‘FMCTechnologies

Smith Meters / LACT Units/
ULTRASONIC Meters

Manpower
Supply

SE VE R N Power, Desalination &
TRENT Coastal Seawater
_DENORA  Elaetrochlorinaton

Solar Turbines | Petrofac

Mechanical Srvs Maintenance of

Flowmeters

B Consolidated

Salety valves & Pressure Relief valves

e Masoneilan

Control Valves

Temperature Fr el

FMC rechnologies | Rockwell Avtomation =——
Marine & Truck Loading SEI(O MURPHY

Arms & Syslems @ Alten-Bradley Pumps & Dosing Systems Frank W Murphy
Tel: +967-1-421508 / 421532 Fax: +967-1-421514 Email: info@hacs-yemen.com

A Catespillar Company

‘FMCTechnologies

Fluld Control Fittings/Pumps/
Invaico /Manifolds

Construction &
Facility Maintenance

Honeywell Enraf
Tank gauging & Inventory system

Website: www.hacs-yemen.com
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