
Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 1—Clashes broke 
out on Thursday between security 
forces and Southern Movement 
militants in the Radfan district of 
/DKM� JRYHUQRUDWH�� +HDY\� ¿JKWLQJ�
continued over the weekend, end-
ing with brief skirmishes on Sunday 
morning. 

Fighting took place around the 
cities of Al-Malah and Al-Hebailin, 
near the border with Al-Dhale gov-
ernment, and the situation in north-
ern Lahj remains tense as both sides 
send reinforcements.
1DML� $O�$UHVKL�� FKLHI� RI� VWD̆� IRU�

the 201st Mechanized Brigade, 
based in the governorate capital 
Al-Hawta, claims the military has 
full control of Radfan. Mountainous 
terrain enables militants from the 
Southern Movement, also known as 
Hirak, to move in suddenly, he ex-
plained, triggering clashes with the 

brigade’s battalions in Al-Habailin, 
Al-Malah and other areas of Radfan. 
7KUHH�6RXWKHUQ�0RYHPHQW�¿JKW-

ers were killed, one was injured, 
and four arrested, according to Al-
Areshi, who says six of his soldiers 
were injured in the clashes. 

One civilian was also killed in the 
¿JKWLQJ�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�KLW�E\�D�VWUD\�
bullet while tending to cattle on his 
IDUP��$O�$UHVKL�FRQ¿UPHG��
+H� VDLG� ¿JKWLQJ� EHJDQ� ZKHQ�

Southern Movement militants at-
tempted to take over positions held 
by his troops on Thursday. By the 
evening they had besieged over 150 
soldiers from the 201st Mechanized 
Brigade. 

The brigade was tasked with se-
curing roads in Al-Malah and Al-
Hebailin, which lead into the gover-
norates of Abyan and Al-Dhale.

“More than 250 armed men from 
Hirak poured in from parts of Al-
Dhale, Lahj and other southern 

governorates such as Aden, Shabwa 
and Abyan, but we sent hundreds 
of soldiers and dozens of armed ve-
hicles on Friday morning to break 
the siege,” said Al-Areshi. “Heavy 
clashes followed in which RPGs, 
machine guns, tanks and Katyusha 
rocket launchers were used.”

Abdu Al-Mutari, a spokesperson 
for the Southern Movement, con-
¿UPHG�WKH�PLOLWDQWV�ZHUH�¿JKWLQJ�RQ�
behalf of the movement and claims 
they are defending locals against 
shelling from the security forces.

Abdullah Al-Malahi, an armed 
¿JKWHU� LQ� $O�0DODK� ZKR� LGHQWL¿HV�
as a member of the Southern Move-
PHQW�� YRZHG� WR� FRQWLQXH� ¿JKWLQJ�
as long as the south remains “occu-
pied,”  even if “thousands of men are 
VDFUL¿FHG�´�

“We are located in Radfan and our 
revolution to separate south from 
north will be the spark for all revolu-
tions,” he said. “Our armed men are 

pouring in from all southern gover-
norates to help us.”

Ali Bamedhef, a resident in Al-
Malah city and a witness to the 
¿JKWLQJ��VDLG�WKH�PLOLWDU\�KDG�UH�HV-
tablished full control over Al-Malah 
city and had moved towards the 
eastern edge of the city, where Al-
Raha camp is located, while other 
units moved towards Al-Hebailin 
city. 

He said residents of Radfan re-
mained in fear, however, believing 
clashes could erupt again at any 
time. 

Al-Areshi shares these concerns. 
“Things are now under control, but 
the situation is very tense and clash-
es may breakout any moment,” he 
said. 

 Radfan is well-known for its role 
in the October 14 Revolution in 
������ZKHUH�H̆RUWV�EHJDQ�WR�HQG�WKH�
British occupation, which ended in 
1967.
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SANA’A, Feb. 1—A three day 
national conference convened by 
Houthi leaders came to a close on 
Sunday afternoon. Held under the 
slogan “Nation we build and save,” 
discussions concluded with a nine-
point program for moving forward.

Chief among these was the deci-
sion to grant political parties, which 
are holding separate discussions 
at the Movenpick hotel in Sana’a, a 
three-day grace period for putting 
forward their own solutions to the 
current political crisis.

If they fail to do so, the conclud-
ing statement read, “the conference 
has authorized revolutionary com-
mittees and the leadership of the 
revolution to take immediate steps 
necessary for organizing political 
authority and the transitional phase 
to move the country out of the cur-
rent deadlock.”

Members of opposition parties, 
who did not take part in the confer-
ence but held their own talks at the 
Movenpick hotel, were critical of the 
outcomes and their motives. 

Mohammad Abdullah Al-Yadomi, 
the head of Islah Party’s Supreme 
Authority, released a statement on 
WKH� SDUW\¶V� ṘFLDO� ZHEVLWH� RQ� 6XQ-
day evening. It stated the party’s 
determination to “adhere to the lan-
guage of dialogue” in the face of at-
tempts to undermine the pursuit of 
democracy and reasoned debate. 

Abdullah Naji, a founding mem-
ber of the Southern Movement, told 
the Yemen Times on Monday that 
his supporters are not concerned 
with the Houthi conference or its 
outcomes. “Northern politicians 
have been using the southern issue 
as a slogan, making empty promis-
es that haven’t been kept,” he said. 
“Now the Houthis want to impose 
themselves using whatever means 

necessary.”
According to Abdulmalik Al-Fu-

haidi, editor-in-chief of Al-Motamar 
Net, the mouthpiece of the General 
People’s Congress, the Houthi con-
ference has only served to compli-
cate the situation further. 

“All of the country’s political pow-
ers are engaged in dialogue, and the 
Houthi group is but one faction. A 
three-day grace period is only in-
tended to create pressure, and I 
don’t think any single political party 
or group will be capable of govern-
ing the country alone,” he told the 
Yemen Times. 

The Houthi convened “national 
conference” began on Friday, Jan. 
30 and was held in the May 22 Hall 
of Al-Thawra district, in the capi-
tal Sana’a. Thousands attended the 
conference over three days, which 
ended with a concluding statement 
at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday. 

“Authoritarianism, corruption and 
puppet powers have endeavored to 
work against what the Yemeni peo-
ple want, which is a nation devoid 
of corruption and subordination—a 
nation that preserves the dignity of 
its people and the sovereignty of its 
land,” the statement read. 

Praise was reserved for military 
powers, however, and conference 
members acknowledged “the honor-
able role of the security and military 
forces and the popular committees 
for maintaining stability and secu-
rity, preventing the country’s slide 
into chaos and anarchy.” 

Additional points included in the 
statement reiterated previous de-
mands made by the Houthis. These 
include calls to address disagree-
ments in the draft constitution, to 
combat terrorism and reject foreign 
LQWHUIHUHQFH� LQ� <HPHQL� D̆DLUV�� DQG�
to resolve crises in Marib and south-
ern Yemen, among others. 

Reactions by conference partici-
pants, many of whom had arrived 

from other governorates, were in-
variably supportive. 

Murai Al-Amiri, a 35-year-old 
who came from Marib to attend the 
conference, considered it a “national 
duty” to attend the conference. “I 
am here to save the country from 
further deterioration. The situation 
isn’t bearable, we want an immedi-
ate end to the political vacuum.”   

Abdu Rabu Al-Dalu, from Dhamar 
governorate but living in Sana’a, felt 

the three-day grace period demon-
strates a fair-handed approach by 
the Houthi leadership. “The [con-
cluding statements] are reasonable, 
and three days are adequate for po-
litical powers to reconsider the situ-
ation,” the 40-year-old said. “Ab-
dulmalik Al-Houthi doesn’t want to 
impose himself on the Yemeni peo-
ple, he is just trying to put an end to 
corruption in the country.”

The conference was convened 

seven days after Cabinet mem-
bers submitted their resignations 
to President Abdu Rabu Mansour 
Hadi, who responded in kind on 
Dec. 22. The resignations followed 
clashes between Houthi militants 

and presidential forces on Dec. 19, 
which culminated in attacks on the 
Presidential Palace and President 
Hadi’s personal residence. The gov-
ernment has been in a state of limbo 
ever since. 

Opposition critical of Houthis’ 
three day ultimatum 

The Houthi-convened “national conference” began on Friday, Jan. 30 and was held in the May 22 Hall of Al-Thawra district in Sana’a.
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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 1—A US drone 
crashed on Saturday in the Al-Ha-
da district of Dhamar governorate, 
hours after three men were killed 
by a suspected drone strike in the 
Al-Naqaba area of Shabwa gover-
norate. 

Jamal Shenaizer, a resident of 
Al-Said district in Al-Naqaba, re-
ported that a Toyota Hilux carrying 
three suspected Al-Qaeda in the 
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) mem-
bers was targeted in the strike. 
There were no survivors after the 
vehicle was completely destroyed 
by three missiles, he said.

Al-Said district, in the south-
west of Shabwa, has witnessed an 
increased presence of drones since 
Thursday, according to Shenaizer, 

who says locals are able to distin-
guish the humming of a drone from 
the sounds of other aircraft.

Those killed in the strike were 
FRQ¿UPHG� DV� EHORQJLQJ� WR� $4$3�
by a member of the group, Al-Batar 
Al-Sana’ani. Speaking with the Ye-
men Times, he said the victims in-
cluded Abus Sayaf, a well-known 
communications and recruitment 
ṘFHU� IRU� WKH� JURXS� ZKR� LV� IURP�
Sana’a governorate. The others 
were not named, but were said to 
be from Shabwa governorate and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Al-Sana’ani said there were un-
YHUL¿HG�UHSRUWV�WKDW�6KHLNK�+DULWK�
Al-Nadhari, a prominent cleric 
with AQAP, was also killed in the 
strike, but as of Monday evening 
the Yemen Times was unable to 
verify these claims. 

Three hours later, in the Al-Hada 
district of Dhamar, another drone 
crashed for reasons that remain 
uncertain. No casualties have been 
reported.

An eyewitness to the crash, Mo-
hammad Al-Ukaimi, said the drone 
came down at around 8 p.m. in an 
unpopulated area between the vil-
lages of Makhdara and Resaba, in 
the north of Dhamar.
/RFDOV�DOHUWHG�VHFXULW\�ṘFLDOV�LQ�

Al-Hada following the crash, who 
called investigators from Dhamar’s 
security administration to verify 
the claims. Abdullah Al-Sadi, the 
deputy security chief of Dhamar 
governorate, said the aircraft was 
FRQ¿UPHG�WR�EH�D�86�GURQH��
$PHULFDQ� ṘFLDOV� KDYH� WKXV� IDU�

made no comment on either of Sat-
urday’s incidents. The American 

government rarely acknowledges 
drone strikes or crashes in Yemen. 

According to Mohammad He-
]DP��SXEOLF� UHODWLRQV�ṘFHU�DW� WKH�
Ministry of Interior, drones have 
EHHQ� NQRZQ� WR� FUDVK� DIWHU� À\LQJ�
too low in mountainous areas or 
getting shot down by tribesmen.

Two crashes were reported in 
2014. On Jan. 16, a drone crashed 
in the Hat district of Al-Mahra 
governorate, in eastern Yemen 
along the border with Oman, and 
another came down near the Al-
Saha village of Shabwa on Sept. 23. 
7KH� ¿UVW� NQRZQ� GURQH� FUDVK� ZDV�
reported in Abyan governorate in 
2011. 

Saturday’s attack is the second in 
a week, following a strike in Marib 
on Jan. 26 that killed three, includ-
ing a 13-year old boy. 

Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, Feb 2—Dozens of Bani 
Dabian tribesmen set up a road 
block in the Dabian area of Al-Ju-
ba district at the Western border 
of Marib governorate on Monday 
WR� IHQG� R̆� DQ� DQWLFLSDWHG�+RXWKL�
invasion.
6DOHK�0RÀHK������D�%DQL�'DELDQ�

tribe member, told the Yemen 
Times on Monday that dozens of 
tribesmen gathered to block the 
road from Sana’a to Marib city, 
which leads through Dabian area. 
0RÀHK� GHVFULEHV� WKH� DFWLRQ� DV�

a precautionary move to protect 
the governorate against a possible 
Houthi assault. “Houthi threats 
are increasingly daily,” he said. 
“We blocked the road in our area 
after other tribes did the same 
elsewhere.”

For weeks, Houthis have em-
phasized the threat of Al-Qaeda 
in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) 
in Marib to underscore the neces-
sity of invading the governorate. 
Only on Monday, Mohammad 
Al-Bukhaiti, a member of the 
+RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D��
UHḊUPHG� WKH� +RXWKLV¶� SODQ� WR�
invade Marib, telling the Yemen 
Times, “The tribesmen who re-
cently entered Marib, allegedly 
to help protect it, are Al-Qaeda.” 
He promised the Houthis would 
“free” Marib, but did not specify 
when.

Mohammad Al-Dabiani, one of 
Bani Dabian’s tribal sheikhs, told 
the Yemen Times that the deci-
sion to erect a road block followed 
consultations with tribal sheikhs 
of the Murad and Obaidah tribes—
the two largest in Marib governor-
ate.

“The sheiks in Obaidah and Mu-
rad advised us to block the access 
road to the governorate in our 
area, because Houthis might try 
to enter Marib along its western 
border with Sana’a governorate. It 
is tribal custom to side with other 
tribes within the same governor-
ate, so we followed their recom-
mendation,” Al-Dabiani said. 

As early as Nov. 15 of last year, 
fears of a possible Houthi attack 
led armed men from Marib’s vari-
ous tribes to station themselves 
in the Wadi Nakhla and Wadi 
Al-Sahel areas, atop Jabal Hailan 
in the Serwah district, and in Al-
Jedaan area. All these areas sur-
round Marib city, and large parts 

of the governorate’s borders have 
been under tribal supervision for 
months. 
0RÀHK�VDLG�WULEHVPHQ�JXDUGLQJ�

the border are equipped with light 
ZHDSRQV�� LQFOXGLQJ� VQLSHU� ULÀHV��
but are have heavy artillery as well. 

In case support is needed in the 
future, Al-Dabiani said they would 
ask neighboring tribes for backup. 
For the time being, however, he 
considers the number of Dabiani 
WULEHVPHQ� VẊFLHQW� WR� VXFFHVV-
fully guard the road in their gov-
ernorate.   

A second road block in Al-Juba 
district is monitored by members 

of the Murad tribe, according to 
Mohammad Al-Baihani, a locally 
based journalist. 

According to Naji Al-Obaidi, a 
member of Obaidah tribe, “Doz-
ens of tribes entered Marib from 
neighboring governorates like Al-
Jawf and Al-Baida a month ago to 
side with Marib tribes and support 
them in defending the governorate 
against Houthis rebels.”

“This road block is very impor-
tant because it links the Southeast 
of Marib with Al-Baida governor-
ate, which is currently witnessing 
clashes between Houthis and Al-
Qaeda,” he said. 

Ali Al-Fatimi, the deputy gov-
ernor of Marib, told the Yemen 
Times that the governorate re-
mains under government author-
ity even following the president’s 
and the Cabinet’s resignation two 
weeks ago. “The tribes are mobi-
lizing their men on their own,” he 
said. “The government has noth-
ing to do with it.”

However, Al-Fatimi went on to 
say that, “In Marib we have about 
four military brigades which be-
long to the Ministry of Defense. 
The brigades will react to any pos-
sible attack and defend Marib’s 
residents against any threat.” 

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 2²7KH����WK�,QIDQ-
try Brigade launched a large-scale 
search operation in Al-Baida city 
and its surroundings in Al-Baida 
governorate on Sunday, in an at-
tempt to track down suspects ac-
cused of an attack on the brigade’s 
military convoy earlier that day.

“We are checking houses in Al-
Baida city and combing the sur-
rounding mountains, where some of 
WKH�VXVSHFWV�KDYH�ÀHG�WR�´�VDLG�$GHO�
$O�0LNKOD¿�� KHDG� RI� WKH� EULJDGH¶V�
Operations Department, who is con-
vinced that members of Al-Qaeda in 
the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) were 
behind the attack.

The search was still ongoing as of 
Monday evening and involved 350 
soldiers aided by local police forces, 
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�$O�0LNKOD¿�

Nijmat Deen Al-Haraj, the Al-Bai-
da security chief, said police units 
are helping the brigade by setting up 
checkpoints, arresting suspects and 
carrying out background checks. 
“We are in constant communication 
with the military,” he said.
,QYHVWLJDWLRQV� KDYH� UHYHDOHG� ¿YH�

AQAP cells operating in Al-Baida 
city, each composed of around 50 
PHPEHUV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�$O�0LNKOD¿�

Mokhtar Al-Naqib, editor-in-
chief of the Al-Baida news website, 
says armed AQAP members began 
making public appearances in Al-

Baida city and neighboring areas 
in December 2014, brandishing the 
group’s slogans in broad daylight. 

According to Al-Naqib, units from 
WKH����WK�,QIDQWU\�%ULJDGH�KDYH�SR-
sitioned themselves throughout Al-
Baida city, controlling all entrances 
as well as the road connecting the 
city to the districts of Mukeras and 
Al-Suma. 

Fighting broke out on Sunday af-
ternoon in the Uwain area, east of 
Al-Baida city, following an attack on 
the brigade’s military convoy. 

Around ten vehicles were travel-
ling from Al-Baida to the brigade’s 
headquarters in Mukeras district, 
DFFRUGLQJ� WR� $O�0LNKOD¿�� FDUU\LQJ�
50 men and large amounts of cur-
rency meant for the soldiers’ sala-
ries.

“The armed men ambushed the 
brigade’s convoy, attacking it from 
many sides at once. They wanted to 
steal the soldiers’ salaries, but our 
PHQ�UHVLVWHG�DQG�WKH\�ÀHG�´�VDLG�$O�
0LNKOD¿�

He estimated their number at 120, 
and said three of his soldiers were 
killed and another 12 injured in 
Sunday’s attack. The Yemen Times 
was not able to independently verify 
these claims. 
$4$3� KDV� QRW� ṘFLDOO\� FODLPHG�

responsibility for the attack, but a 
source with the group, who goes 
by the name Abu Al-Laith, alleges 
AQAP members were behind it. 

Drone crashes in Dhamar hours after strike 
kills three in Shabwa

More roadblocks to protect MaribSearch operation 
ongoing in Al-Baida

The 117th Infantry Brigade launched a large-scale search operation 
in Al-Baida city (photo) and its surroundings.
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Ahlam Mohsen

W
hen Fras Sham-

san recounts his 

36 days in an 

Egyptian jail, 

he does so in 

remarkable detail. The parts he can 

remember, anyway. There are pe-

riods lasting days that he has little 

to no recollection of, including the 

beatings and electric shocks he re-

ceived at the hands of police. 

Shamsan was arrested Feb. 1, 

2014 while polling and videoing at-

tendants about their book choices 

at the Cairo Book Fair. Shamsan 

planned to upload the footage to his 

arts and culture blog, Fantime. 

6KDPVDQ� QRZ� VX̆HUV� IURP� GH-

pression, as well as a wide-range of 

medical issues, some of which re-

quire surgery. 

He said he received permission 

from the organizers of the book fair, 

the Egyptian Book Authority under 

the Ministry of Culture, to video the 

day’s events and to poll attendants. 

“After speaking with the woman 

[from the book authority] on the 

SKRQH��ZH�PHW�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�RI�)HEUX-

ary. She and the manager of the fair 

both welcomed me.” 

One woman told Shamsan she 

purchased a cookbook. She praised 

him for taking the time to docu-

ment the book fair. 

“She said, ‘I’m so upset with 

the Egyptian press. They only talk 

about Sisi and the Muslim Brother-

hood.’ And then an old lady came 

up to us and asked, ‘Why are you 

talking about Sisi?’”

Shamsan said she grabbed his 

arm and accused him of working 

for Al-Jazeera. Following a lengthy 

quarrel between the two women, 

Shamsan said it was him that called 

the Egyptian police. He willingly 

went to the police station, think-

LQJ�KH�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�¿OH�D�FRPSODLQW�
against the woman. 

Egyptian authorities have severe-

ly cracked down on journalists and 

activists, and Qatar-based news 

organization Al-Jazeera has been 

repeatedly targeted by the Egyptian 

government. 

Egypt has accused Qatar and Al-

Jazeera of supporting the Muslim 

Brotherhood, which was declared 

a terrorist organization following 

the toppling of President Morsi’s 

government in July 2013 by Army 

General Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi. 

Critics of the Egyptian govern-

ment say the news organization has 

fallen victim to a political game be-

tween the two countries. 

Three Al-Jazeera journalists 

were arrested in December 2013 

and sentenced last year to between 

seven and ten years on various 

charges, including aiding a terror-

ist group, a thinly veiled reference 

to the Muslim Brotherhood.  One of 

the three journalists, Peter Greste, 

was released on Sunday. 

Shamsan was accused of “broad-

casting false news and rumors that 

disturb public peace and security,” 

and, “using a recording device.”  

“In the police station I was 

dragged and slapped around. Dur-

ing questioning, if I denied working 

for Al-Jazeera, they would hit me. 

Eventually, out of fear, I signed the 

interrogation records,” Shamsan 

said. 

Shamsan, along with four other 

men from his cell, were taken to a 

GL̆HUHQW�FHOO�IROORZLQJ�D�QXPEHU�RI�
altercations with their cellmates. 

“We started banging on the door. 

$Q�ṘFHU�FDPH²WKH�JRRG�RQH��QRW�
WKH� EDG� RQH²DQG� DVNHG� ZKDW� ZDV�
wrong. We were in a cell with crim-

inals and they were trying to rape 

my Turkish friend, who was 16.”

Once inside another cell, Sham-

san woke up screaming and crying. 

“I didn’t understand anything 

that was happening around me,” 

he said. “I only remember opening 

my eyes to see I was outside and 

that there were soldiers around me 

kicking me. I opened my eyes again 

sometime later and I couldn’t feel 

my body.”

He woke up in a hospital, where 

he said he was given an injection 

that made him feel like his insides 

were going to explode. He has no 

idea how long he was there.  

He was released on March 4, 

2014. Nearly a year later, he still 

requires a cane to walk, and has 

SXW�R̆�WKH�NQHH�VXUJHU\�KLV�GRFWRUV�
told him he urgently needs. 

“People tell me I should be hap-

py I got out. I think of my friends 

who are still in there every day, but 

I didn’t do anything wrong, and I 

can’t just move on and be content 

that I’m no longer there.”

Shamsan wants the Egyptian au-

thorities to acknowledge what hap-

pened to him, to apologize and to 

return his camera, which has foot-

age from humanitarian missions 

that he valued. 

“Of course I don’t expect any-

thing. They rape women in those 

jails, you think they’re going to be 

sorry for beating a man?” 

There has been some progress. 

Shamsan says he can now manage 

a few hours of sleep every night, 

though the nightmares still come. 

He sighs deeply before remember-

ing what sleep was like in jail.

“Have you seen a can of sar-

dines? We were like sardines in a 

can.”

Shamsan said he was one of 35 

people in the cell. There were no 

beds and there was not enough 

room for everyone to lay down and 

sleep at once, so they would take 

shifts.

“If it wasn’t your turn to sleep, 

you would sit and try not to take up 

too much space.” 

What happened to Shamsan may 

have been senseless, but that hasn’t 

stopped him from trying to make 

VHQVH�RI�LW��+H�VD\V�VLQFH�UHÀHFWLQJ�
on his time in Egypt, he felt that he 

went to jail in order to know what 

happens to people. 

Shamsan cries when he talks 

about the friends he made in his 

Egyptian cell who are still there, 

and despite the physical and emo-

tional scars he walked away with, 

he says he is grateful for knowing, 

and that he doesn’t want to look 

away from what he saw. “I’m trying 

WR�¿QG�WKH�JRRG�LQ�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�
to me,” he said, trying to hold back 

more tears. 

His friends and family, well-in-

tentioned, tell him, “Khalas, forget 

everything.” 

“I realized that I went to jail to 

see what happens to people. I dis-

covered that I have to act,” Sham-

san said. 

+H�KDVQ¶W�EH�DEOH�WR�¿QG�DQ\�KHOS�
to recover his physical and mental 

health. Despite overwhelming sup-

SRUW� IURP� IULHQGV²ZKR� VWDUWHG� D�
public campaign to lobby the Egyp-

tian and Yemeni governments for 

KLV� UHOHDVH²WKH�H[SHULHQFH�KDV�RI-
ten left him feeling lonely. Because 

of this, he wants to start an organi-

zation to assist imprisoned journal-

ists and support them when they 

are released. 

He tells a story about a homeless 

man on the streets in Sana’a. That 

was once a well-respected journal-

ist, Shamsan said, who went mad 

in prison. He pulls up a photo on 

his computer of an old man with a 

white beard and torn clothes. 

“You can see him wandering 

around the city now, he is a crazy. 

This shouldn’t be the fate of jour-

nalists, and we have to support 

each other. We have to act, we are 

XQGHU� DWWDFN� IURP� DOO� VLGHV²IURP�
the military, from the Houthis.” 

The prescriptions don’t help, he 

VD\V�� EXW� ¿JKWLQJ� IRU� VRPHWKLQJ�
bigger does.

 “It doesn’t feel over. When I walk 

in the streets, I am afraid. When 

I am in public places I panic, I’m 

afraid I will be arrested.”

He may be out of Egypt, but arbi-

trary detention and attacks against 

journalists and activists is only in-

creasing in Yemen since the Houthi 

takeover and their consolidation of 

power following the government’s 

resignation on Jan. 22. 

The Houthis have attacked and 

dispersed anti-Houthi rallies in the 

capital, beating demonstrators with 

batons and stabbing at least one 

protester with a knife. There were 

30 attacks against journalists be-

tween Jan. 24 and 28, according to 

the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate 

(YJS). 

In Egypt, authorities have by 

their own accounts detained 

22,000 people since July 2013. The 

actual number of detentions is like-

ly higher, rights groups say. 

One year after arrest in 
Egypt, Yemeni journalist 
struggles to move on

After falling victim to a government crackdown on journalists in 
Egypt, Fras Shamsan is trying to cope with his past by helping 
others who face arbitrary detention and abuse.
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AwA R dPhoto Essay

Marib: Mobilized for war

R LFK�LQ�RLO�DQG�ZLWK�VWURQJ�WULEDO�FXVWRPV��0DULE�KDV�ORQJ�SRVHG�GL̇FXOW�WR�FRQWURO²
¿UVW�E\�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW��DQG�QRZ�E\�WKH�+RXWKLV��7KRXVDQGV�RI�DUPHG�WULEHVPHQ�
KDYH�PRELOL]HG�WR�GHWHU�DQ\�DVVDXOW�RQ�WKH�JRYHUQRUDWH��6KRXOG�WKH�+RXWKLV�LQYDGH��
WULEHVPHQ�KDYH�WKUHDWHQHG�WR�GHVWUR\�WKH�RLO�DQG�HOHFWULFLW\�SLSHOLQHV�WKDW�VXSSO\�
PXFK�RI�<HPHQ¶V�QRUWK�ZLWK�HQHUJ\�

0DULE�KDV�JLYHQ�UHIXJH�WR�$O�4DHGD�IRU�RYHU�GHFDGH��D�IDFW�WKH�+RXWKLV�DUH�XVLQJ�WR�EHDW�WKH�

GUXPV�RI�ZDU��,W�KDV�DOVR�OHG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WR�ODXQFK�GURQH�VWULNHV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�DV�IDU�EDFN�
DV�����²EHIRUH�WKH�+RXWKLV�HYHQ�H[LVWHG�DV�DQ�DUPHG�PRYHPHQW��7KH�PRVW�UHFHQW�86�GURQH�
VWULNH�LQ�WKH�JRYHUQRUDWH�RFFXUUHG�RQ�-DQ������������DQG�NLOOHG�WZR�PHPEHUV�RI�$O�4DHGD�LQ�WKH�
$UDELDQ�3HQLQVXOD��$4$3���DORQJ�ZLWK�D����\HDU�ROG�ER\��
2Q�)HE����WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�WUDYHOOHG�WR�0DULE�DQG�VSRNH�WR�WKH�IDPLO\�RI�WKH�FKLOG�NLOOHG�ODVW�

ZHHN�DQG�WR�ORFDOV�ZKR�KDYH�PRELOL]HG�DJDLQVW�WKH�+RXWKLV�

Pictured are some of the brothers and sisters of Mohammed Saleh Duaayman, the 13-year-old sixth grader 
killed last week by a US drone strike. It is the family’s third loss: Another brother—17 years old at the time—
was killed along with their father by a drone strike in October 2011. 

According to the eldest sister, whose name is being withheld to protect her identity, Mohammed was 
travelling from their home in Al-Zoor village to visit his father’s second wife at the time of the Jan. 26 drone 
strike. He was in Wadi Harib when the drone hit the vehicle. Mohammed was travelling with two men who 
were members of AQAP, a source within the group previously told the Yemen Times. The sister said she is 
XQDZDUH�ZKHWKHU�WKH�WZR�PHQ�ZHUH�$4$3�PHPEHUV�RU�QRW��EXW�UHḊUPHG�WKDW�KHU�EURWKHU�ZDV�LQQRFHQW�DQG�
was not a member of the organization. 

The sister told the Yemen Times she fears her brothers might join Al-Qaeda because of their anger and lack 
of support from the government. The oldest sibling—and only one with a job—is 24 years old, while the other 
24 siblings do not bring in any income. 

6KHLNK�+DPLG�%LQ�6DOHK�%LQ�:XKD\W�>�QG�WR�OHIW@�WROG�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�WKDW�KH�DQG�RWKHU�¿JKWHUV�IURP�KLV�
tribe have been stationed in a border area of Marib called Nakhlah and Al-Sahail for about six months, since 
around the time the Houthis’ occupied Amran. He said they will not leave until the Houthis go back to Sa’ada, 
DQG�FRQ¿UPHG�WKH�WULEHVPHQ�ZLOO�¿JKW�WKH�+RXWKLV�VKRXOG�WKH\�WU\�DQG�HQWHU�WKH�JRYHUQRUDWH��³:H¶UH�WU\LQJ�
WR�SURWHFW�DQG�SUHVHUYH�RXU�JRYHUQRUDWH�´�KH�VDLG��³,W�FRQFHUQV�DOO�<HPHQLV��:H�VD\�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�VLJQHG�WKH�
[Peace and National] Partnership Agreement, we reject it.” 

When asked about being stationed under the burning 
sun, this Marib tribesmen said he fears the locals will 
lose their plentiful resources to the Houthis. Responding 
to claims by the Houthis that he and other tribesmen are 
members or supporters of AQAP, he adamantly denied 
KDYLQJ�DQ\�ḊOLDWLRQ�WR�WKH�JURXS�DQG�VDLG�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�
such members in the area.

The Duaayman family’s house has 
a number of AQAP slogans wsister 
said the family does not support 
AQAP and that her brothers painted 
them on their house with the intent 
of upsetting the government. Al-
Qaeda has given material support 
to their family, but the government 
has not.

In the same village in Marib, Al-
Zoor, there are residents who have 
lived in the area for generations and 
are pro-Houthi, openly showing 
the group’s slogan on their houses. 
7KH\�DUH�QRW�¿JKWHUV�IRU�WKH�JURXS��
and members of the Duaayman 
family told the Yemen Times they 
continue to live peacefully together, 
despite increased tensions between 
Marib tribesmen and the Houthis. The Yemen Times was unable to talk to Houthis in the area, as upon 
encountering one the journalist had a gun pointed at her and was ordered to leave immediately.  

Three military transport vehicles were burned 
in clashes between the army and tribesmen at 
the beginning of January on Marib city’s main 
highway. According to Saleh Lanjaf, a sheikh 
in the Nakhlah and Al-Sahail area, an army 
battalion headed for Sana’a was coming from 
Shabwa and there were Houthi slogans on 
the vehicles. The tribesmen at the checkpoint 
refused to let them to pass, believing they were 
reinforcements heading to Sana’a, Lanjaf told 
the Yemen Times. 

Amal Al-Yarisi



Almaz Spie is a Yemeni incorporated company with two industrial shareholders: a reputable Yemeni 
FRQWUDFWRU�KDYLQJ�RIÀFHV��ZRUNVKRS�DQG�KHDY\�HTXLSPHQW�LQ�FRXQWU\�DQG�WKH�8$(�UHJLVWHUHG�VXEVLGLDU\�
RI�)UHQFK�&RUSRUDWLRQ��(XURSHDQ�OHDGHU�LQ�VHUYLFHV�WR�WKH�LQGXVWU\��ORRNLQJ�IRU�TXDOLÀHG�SHUVRQV�WR�ÀOO�WKH�
position below for her client

Painting Campaign Supervisor :
JOB PURPOSE:
To implement Painting Repair campaigns on all the plant according to inspection report and planning.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES:
���3UHSDUH�WKH�ZRUN�RI�KLV�WHDP��PHWKRG�VWDWHPHQW��ULVN�DVVHVVPHQW��SHUPLW�WR�ZRUN��FRQÀQHG�VSDFH�HQWU\
�� �/HDG� WKH�7RRO� ER[� WDON� IRU� HYHU\�37:�RI� KLV� WHDP��6KDUH� WKH� WDUJHW� RI� WKH� GD\� �� WKH� ULVNV� DQG� WKH�

mitigation means associated
���6XSHUYLVH�RQ�VLWH�GLUHFW�DQG�FRRUGLQDWH�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�H[HFXWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDLQWHQDQFH�GHSDUWPHQW�LQ�WKH�
VFDIIROGLQJ��EODVWLQJ��VXUIDFH�SUHSDUDWLRQ��SDLQWLQJ��FRDWLQJ��LQGXVWULDO�+3�FOHDQLQJ�DUHDV�ZLWK�D�YLHZ�WR�
HQVXUH�UHOLDEOH�ZRUNV�RI�WKH�OLTXHIDFWLRQ�SODQW�HTXLSPHQW�

���(QVXUH�WKDW�WRROV�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�XVH�DUH�FHUWLÀHG�DQG�LQ�JRRG�FRQGLWLRQ�IRU�XVH�E\�UHJXODU�LQVSHFWLRQ�
���(QVXUH�WKDW�SHUVRQQHO�LV�WUDLQHG�DQG�FHUWLÀHG�
���5HSRUW�DQG�DGYLVH�RQ�LQWHJULW\�RI�HTXLSPHQW�DQG�RQ�UHTXLUHG�SUHYHQWLYH�DQG�FRUUHFWLYH�DFWLRQV
���8SGDWH�SURFHGXUHV�ZLWK�D�YLHZ�WR�DSSO\LQJ�PRVW�UHFHQW�WHFKQLTXHV�
���6XSHUYLVHV�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�WRROV�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�
���&DUU\�RXW�VSHFLÀF�GXWLHV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�MRE�VXFK�DV�UHYLHZ�RI�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ��SURFHGXUHV��VDIHW\�PDQXDO�DQG�
RWKHU�UHODWHG�GRFXPHQWV�LQ�WKH�EODVWLQJ��SDLQWLQJ��FRDWLQJ��VFDIIROGLQJ�DQG�LQGXVWULDO�+3�FOHDQLQJ�DUHDV�

���3DUWLFLSDWHV�ZLWK�WKH�0DLQWHQDQFH�6HUYLFHV�6XSHULQWHQGHQW�LQ�VROYLQJ�WHFKQLFDO�SUREOHPV�IRU�VFDIIROGLQJ��
EODVWLQJ��SDLQWLQJ��FRDWLQJ��DQG�LQGXVWULDO�+3�FOHDQLQJ�VHUYLFHV�

���(QVXUH�WKDW�TXDOLW\�LV�PDLQWDLQHG�GXULQJ�WKH�H[HFXWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUNV�DQG�YHULÀHV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�
&RPSDQ\·V�VSHFLÀFDWLRQV�DQG�VWDQGDUGV�

�� �)ROORZV�XS� WKH� VXUIDFH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�� SDLQWLQJ�� FRDWLQJ�� DQG� LQGXVWULDO�+3�FOHDQLQJ� VHUYLFHV� DFWLYLWLHV�
LQ� WHUPV� RI� FRVW�� PDQ�KRXU�� VSDUH� SDUWV� DQG� FRQVXPDEOH� FRQVXPSWLRQ� DQG� HQVXUHV� LV� FRUUHFWO\� DQG�
DGHTXDWHO\�UHSRUWHG�LQ�WKH�&006�V\VWHP�

���3URYLGHV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�WKH�0HWKRG�DQG�3ODQQLQJ�HQJLQHHU�IRU�SUHSDUDWLRQ�RI�VKXWGRZQ�VFKHGXOH�ZLWK�
YHQGRUV��L�H��IUHTXHQF\��GXUDWLRQ��ZRUN�WR�EH�SHUIRUP��HWF�

���0RQWKO\�5HYLHZV�ZLWK�FRQWUDFWRU·V�FRRUGLQDWRU�RI�WKH�FRQWUDFWRU�SHUIRUPDQFH

4XDOLÀFDWLRQ�
���3DLQWLQJ�FHUWLÀFDWH��1$6(�OHYHO�,,�RU�HTXLYDOHQW�
���3DVVLYH�)LUH�3URWHFWLRQ�FHUWLÀFDWH
���6FDIIROGLQJ�FHUWLÀFDWH��&,7%�RU�HTXLYDOHQW��

-RE�([SHULHQFH�
������\HDUV�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�RLO�DQG�JDV�LQGXVWU\�RU�HTXLYDOHQW�LQGXVWULDO�HQYLURQPHQW

/RFDWLRQ��%$/+$)�6KDERZD�B�5RWDWLRQ�²����GD\V�21������GD\V�2))���[��
'XUDWLRQ�FRQWDFW��2QH�<HDU
Proposed Starting Date: As soon as possible
7KH�GHDGOLQH�IRU�UHFHLYLQJ�WKH�&9V�LV���WK�)HE������

$SSOLFDWLRQ�3URFHVV�
,QWHUHVWHG�FDQGLGDWHV�VKRXOG�VHQG�WKHLU�&9�DQG�WKH�FRYHU�OHWWHU�LQ�(QJOLVK��LQGLFDWLQJ�FOHDUO\�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�
DSSOLHG�IRU�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�OLQH��YLD�HPDLO�WR��KU�\HPHQ�VRJV#VSLH�FRP
only the short listed candidates will be contacted

JOB VACANCIES

Business Announcement

Subject: Invitation for Expression of Interest for the Provision of 
Goods, Services and Food Commodities for WFP-Yemen Vendors. 

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) in Yemen seeks Expressions of 
Interest (EOI) from established companies for the provision of Goods, Services and 
Food commodities.
Founded in 1963, the World Food Programme (WFP) is the United Nations frontline 
DJHQF\�LQ�WKH�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�KXQJHU��:)3�SXUVXHV�D�YLVLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�ZKLFK�HYHU\�
ZRPDQ��PDQ�DQG�FKLOG�KDV�DFFHVV�DW�DOO�WLPHV�WR�WKH�IRRG�QHHGHG�IRU�DQ�DFWLYH�DQG�
healthy life.
*OREDOO\�:)3�VWDII�ZRUN�LQ����FRXQWULHV��:)3�KDV�EHHQ�SUHVHQW�LQ�<HPHQ�ZLWK�LWV�
FRXQWU\�RI¿FH�LQ�6DQD¶D�DQG�RWKHU�JRYHUQRUDWHV�VLQFH������
,Q������:)3�IRRG��JRRGV�	�VHUYLFHV�SXUFKDVHV�IRU�<HPHQ�ZHQW�XS�WR�DERXW�86������
PLOOLRQ�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�LQ�NLQG�IRRG�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�DERXW���PLOOLRQ�3HRSOH�
,QWHUHVWHG�FRPSDQLHV�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�DVN�IRU�WKH�6XSSOLHU¶V�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�)RUP�	�
the Questionnaire by sending their Expression of Interest to the email address:yemen.
SURFXUHPHQW#ZIS�RUJ��7KH�FRPSOHWHG�6XSSOLHU¶V�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�)RUP�DQG�4XHVWLRQ-
naire including all supporting documentation should be returned to WFP by [26th 
)HE������@��DW�>�����@�KUV��LI�\RXU�FRPSDQ\�ZLVKHV�WR�EH�LQYLWHG�IRU������WHQGHUV�
,QWHUHVWHG�6XSSOLHUV�ZKLFK�KDYH�DOUHDG\�UHJLVWHUHG�ZLWK�:)3�DUH�DOVR� UHTXHVWHG�
WR�FRPSOHWH�DQG�UH�VXEPLW�WKH�6XSSOLHU¶V�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�)RUP�DQG�WKH�4XHVWLRQQDLUH�
&RPSOHWHG�6XSSOLHU�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�)RUP�	�4XHVWLRQQDLUH�ZLWK�VXSSRUWLQJ�GRFXPHQWD-
WLRQ�PD\�DOVR�UHWXUQHG�LQ�D�VHDOHG�HQYHORSHV�DGGUHVVHG�DV�IROORZV�

(2,�<(0��(2,���
Attn.: Procurement Unit
United Nations World Food Programme
1RZDNVKRW�6W�
3�2��%R[������
6DQD¶D��<HPHQ

$Q\�HQTXLULHV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKLV�(2,�PXVW�EH�DGGUHVVHG�WR��yemen.procurement@wfp.org
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AwA R dInterview

Interview by Khalid Alkarimi 

How do you evaluate the eco-
nomic situation in Yemen?
The economic situation is being 
exacerbated year by year, month 
by month, and day by day, and it is 
UHDOO\�GL̇FXOW�WR�DGGUHVV�EHFDXVH�RI�
growing insecurity in the country. 
Donors are also reluctant to pro-
vide aid to the Yemeni government 
EHFDXVH�WKHUH�LV�D�ODFN�RI�WUXVW��,W�LV�
critical to stabilize the security and 
SROLWLFDO� VLWXDWLRQ� EHIRUH� DQ\WKLQJ�
FDQ�EH�GRQH��,W�ZLOO�UHTXLUH�FRQVHQ-
sus amongst political elites because 
WKH�FRXQWU\�IDFHV�VHULRXV�FKDOOHQJHV�
in several areas that are intercon-
nected—social, economic and secu-
rity issues. 
:H� KDYH� ZLWQHVVHG� D� VLJQL¿FDQW�

GHWHULRUDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� OLYHOLKRRG� RI�
<HPHQL� IDPLOLHV�� 3ULFHV� FDQ� LQ-
crease on a daily basis, while pov-
erty and unemployment have been 
RQ� WKH� ULVH�� SDUWLFXODUO\� IROORZLQJ�
the so-called revolution in 2011. 
7KRXVDQGV� RI� HPSOR\HHV� EHFDPH�
redundant, especially in the pri-
vate sector, due to insecurity, po-
OLWLFDO� FRQÀLFWV�� DQG� WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�
WKH� VWDWH�� 6RFLDO� DQG� SROLWLFDO� ULIWV�
FRQWLQXH�DQG�WKHUH�LV�VLJQL¿FDQW�UH-
JLRQDO�LQWHUIHUHQFH��DQG�,�WKLQN�WKH�
PDMRULW\� RI� <HPHQ¶V� GHFLVLRQV� DUH�
QR�ORQJHU�LQ�WKH�KDQGV�RI�<HPHQLV��
$�ODFN�RI�VHFXULW\�DQG�SROLWLFDO�VWD-
ELOLW\�KDV�FDXVHG�D�ORW�RI�LQYHVWPHQW�
WR�PRYH�RXW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\��WRR��

Some in local media have re-
ported that the state will not 

be able to pay the salaries of 
government employees in the 
coming months. Do you think 
this could happen? 
,QGHHG�� WKHUH� LV� D� ODUJH� GHFUHDVH�
LQ�WKH�VWDWH¶V�WD[DWLRQ�DQG�FXVWRPV�
revenues. There is also a drop in 
electricity and water revenues, 
which citizens are expected to pay 
to the government. A large portion 
RI� WKLV�PRQH\�JRHV� WR�FRUUXSW�SHR-
ple, and little makes it into the state 
EXGJHW��2I�FRXUVH��WKH�VWDWH�SD\V�WKH�
HPSOR\HHV¶�VDODULHV� WKURXJK�PHDQV�
other than oil revenue. Though Ye-
men exports oil, there has been a 
decrease in exports. As a result, the 
state resorts to internal debt, the 
WUHDVXU\� ELOO� IRU� LQVWDQFH�� WR� RYHU-
FRPH�WKH�EXGJHW�GH¿FLHQF\��7KLV�LV�
DQ� H[DPSOH� RI� RQH� WKLQJ� WKH� VWDWH�

GHSHQGV� RQ� WR� SD\� WKH� VDODULHV� RI�
FLYLO� VHUYDQWV�� DQG� LW¶V� QRW� VXVWDLQ-
able. 

The Yemeni government, rep-
resented by the Ministry of 
Planning and International 
Cooperation, signed in No-
vember a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the private 
sector. How will this positively 
D̆HFW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�HFRQRP\"�
,Q� P\� RSLQLRQ�� WKH� SULYDWH� VHFWRU�
LV� FXUUHQWO\� YHU\� IUDJLOH�� 7KH� VWDWH�
should support the private sector 
DQG� JLYH� LW� VSDFH� IRU� LQYHVWPHQW��
But how can the private sector take 
part in the development process 
LI� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� LV� FRPSHWLQJ�
against it? The state is competing 
against the private sector through 
WUHDVXU\� ELOOV�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� ZKLFK�
have reached approximately YR3.3 
trillion (about $13.9 billion) in gov-
ernment investments. This money 
ought to be invested in private sec-
tor industries, given that Yemen is 
VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�XQHPSOR\PHQW��3UL-
vate sector development has helped 
strengthen economic growth in nu-
merous developing countries, such 
DV� ,QGLD�� .RUHD�� DQG� 6LQJDSRUH�� WR�
QDPH�D�IHZ��

Rather than helping the economy 
and addressing unemployment, 
WKH� RXWSXW� RI� SULYDWH� DQG� SXEOLF�
HGXFDWLRQ� LV� FUHDWLQJ� D� EXUGHQ� IRU�
the government. At the same time, 
these [government] employees 
are not productive, so the output 
RI� HGXFDWLRQ� VKRXOG� NHHS� XS�WR�
date with the labor market. There 
should be community colleges and 
technological institutes because the 
VNLOOHG�ZRUNIRUFH�ZLOO�FRPSHWH�DQG�
LPSURYH� WKH� IXWXUH�DQG�VWUHQJWKHQ�
WKH�HFRQRP\��7KLV�VNLOOHG�ZRUNIRUFH�
could be also marketed abroad.

How can the national currency 
be stabilized during this tough 
economic situation?
7KH� &HQWUDO� %DQN� RI� <HPHQ� KDV�
managed to prevent speculation 
and has created a balance between 
supply and demand. There has also 
EHHQ�H̆HFWLYH�PRQLWRULQJ�RI�EDQNV�
and exchange companies, and this 
has played a large role in maintain-
LQJ� D� VWDEOH� FXUUHQF\�� ,Q� VSLWH� RI�
WKH�DUPHG�FRQÀLFWV�VLQFH������� WKH�
national currency remains stable. 
$QRWKHU� IDFWRU� LV� WKDW� WKH� &HQWUDO�
%DQN�RI�<HPHQ�IXQGHG�$GHQ�5H¿Q-
HULHV�WR�SXUFKDVH�IXHO�>IURP�DEURDG@�
EHFDXVH�RI�DWWDFNV�RQ�RLO�SLSHOLQHV��
Moreover, remittance payments 
IURP� <HPHQL� H[SDWV� KDYH� KHOSHG�
stabilize the currency. 

How do attacks on electricity 
DQG�RLO�OLQHV�D̆HFW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�
economy?
The economy has received a big 
blow, and there has been a decrease 
in production, particularly in the 
export sector. Oil production used 
WR�PDNH� XS� ��� SHUFHQW� RI� <HPHQ¶V�
exports and provided the public 
budget with hard currency. De-

FUHDVHG� SURGXFWLRQ� LV� WKH� UHVXOW� RI�
attacks on the electricity and gas 
SLSHOLQHV��,�EODPH�WKH�VWDWH� IRU�QRW�
SURWHFWLQJ� WKHVH� IDFLOLWLHV�� ,W� LV� LQ�
WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�WKH�VWDWH�IXO¿OOLQJ�LWV�
role that such attacks occur. Yemen 
loses about three billion dollars per 
\HDU� EHFDXVH� RI� DWWDFNV� RQ� RLO� DQG�
gas pipelines and electricity towers. 
7KLV� QHJDWLYHO\� D̆HFWV� WKH� SXEOLF�
EXGJHW�RI�WKH�VWDWH��PDNLQJ�LW�UHVRUW�
to international loans and aid in or-
GHU� WR�PHHW� LWV�FLWL]HQV¶�PRVW�EDVLF�
needs. 

You have said Yemen’s econ-
omy is fragile. Is it because of 
a lack of natural resources or 
the absence of wise economic 
policies?
,� WKLQN� LW� LV� LQDFFXUDWH� WR� VD\� WKDW�
Yemen has no resources. The core 
problem in Yemen is the manage-
PHQW� RI� WKH� FRXQWU\¶V� UHVRXUFHV��
These resources are not handled 
ḢFLHQWO\�� DQG� PDQ\� RI� WKH� UHY-
HQXHV�DUHQ¶W�PRQLWRUHG�DQG�HQG�XS�
LQ� WKH� SRFNHWV� RI� FRUUXSW� ṘFLDOV��
Monitoring authorities exist, but 
WKH\�KDYH�SURYHQ�LQH̆HFWLYH��7KRVH�
working in these authorities have 
D� PDUJLQDO� UROH� DQG� UHFHLYH� IDLUO\�
high salaries themselves. 
� <HPHQ� KDV� D� UDQJH� RI� UH-

sources that are not being exploited 
WR� WKHLU� IXOO� SRWHQWLDO��:H� KDYH� RLO�
DQG� JDV�� DQG� LI� WKH� VWDWH� ZHUH� WR�
LQYHVW� LQ� WKH� SURGXFWLRQ� RI� SHWUR-
chemicals [chemical products de-
ULYHG�IURP�SHWUROHXP@��WKH�SULFH�RI�
one barrel would be $4,500, at least. 
The production process is costly, 
LW¶V�WUXH��EXW�WKHUH�LV�VWLOO�D�EHQH¿W��
<HPHQ�DOVR�KDV�������NLORPHWHUV�RI�
coastline and numerous islands in 
WKH�*XOI�RI�$GHQ�DQG� WKH�5HG�6HD��
There are 450 sea animals and crea-
WXUHV� LQ�<HPHQ¶V�WHUULWRULDO�ZDWHUV��
EXW� RQO\� ��� RI� WKHVH� DQLPDOV� DUH�
EHLQJ� H[SORLWHG�� ,W� LV� WKRXJKW� WKDW�
this sector is the biggest economic 
UHVRXUFH�DIWHU�JDV�DQG�RLO��:H�KDYH�
agriculture, as well as growing hu-
PDQ� UHVRXUFHV²ZLWK� TXDOLW\� HGX-
cation and training, they could be 
marketed abroad. We are the 160th 
PHPEHU�RI� WKH�:RUOG�7UDGH�2UJD-
QL]DWLRQ��DQG�<HPHQ�VKRXOG�EHQH¿W�
IURP�WKLV��:H�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�UHO\�RQ�
oil to have a strong economy. 

As an economist, in your opin-
ion what urgent procedures 
should decision-makers take 
in order to avoid further eco-
nomic deterioration?
There need to be long and short-
term strategies. Short-term strat-
HJLHV� LV� PXVW� LQYROYH� DQ� H̆RUW� WR�
establish stability and security, and 
WR�UHVWRUH�WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�WKH�VWDWH��
Also, the state should protect the oil 
IDFLOLWLHV�� DQG� WKLV� LV� D� VKRUW�WHUP�
VWUDWHJ\��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��ZH�VKRXOG�IR-
cus on the resources we have in or-
der to improve [national] income. 
The government should be serious 
LQ�DEVRUELQJ�DLG�IURP�GRQRU�FRXQ-
tries. We should be clear and honest 
ZKHQ� GHDOLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� IRUHLJQ� DLG�

that donors pledged. 

Why do you think the donors 
KDYH�QRW�IXO¿OOHG�WKHLU�SOHGJHV�
to Yemen? 
,�WKLQN�WKH�GRQRUV�DUH�ZRUULHG�DERXW�
WKH�VLWXDWLRQ� LQ�<HPHQ��,W� LV�DOVR�D�
means to put pressure on the po-
OLWLFDO�HOLWHV�WR�UHFRQFLOH�WKHLU�GL̆HU-
ences. Otherwise, how would the 
aid be absorbed? Most aid would 
not be devoted to the economic and 
GHYHORSPHQW� SURMHFWV� LW¶V� LQWHQGHG�
IRU��7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�UHJDLQ�
WKH� WUXVW� RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� GRQRUV��
and it should have strong strategies 
LQ�SODFH�ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�ORFDO�FRP-
munities.

How do you describe the in-
vestment environment in Ye-
men? 
The security and economic situa-
tion is not stable, and investments 
can not thrive in such an environ-
PHQW�� ,QYHVWRUV� FRPH� WR� D� VWDEOH�
environment where they know 
their rights will be guaranteed and 
WKH\�FDQ�EH�FRQ¿GHQW�RI�D�UHWXUQ�RQ�
their investment. Now, there is no 
talk about investment in Yemen. 
The talk is about how Yemenis can 
subsist. The problem in Yemen lies 
with the political elites that have 
FDXVHG�WKLV�QDWLRQDO�FULVLV��,I�QDWX-
ral resources were appropriately 
managed, Yemeni citizens would be 
EHWWHU� R̆� WKDQ� WKHLU� JXOI� FRXQWHU-
parts.  

The government and the presi-
dent both resigned. What does 
this mean for Yemen’s future?
,W�KDV�FDXVHG�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�WR�GHWH-
ULRUDWH�HYHQ�IXUWKHU��%XW�LQ�VSLWH�RI�
that we should remain optimistic. 
We should not make people disap-
SRLQWHG�DQG�IUXVWUDWHG��7KH�JRYHUQ-
ment was really good, and we had 
KLJK�KRSHV�IRU�LW��,W�ZDV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�
WKH�SUHYLRXV�JRYHUQPHQWV��7KH�IHZ�
GD\V�WR�FRPH�ZLOO�FODULI\�HYHU\�WKLQJ��

How does the Houthi group af-
fect the national economy?
Any militant group which uses 
violence triggers panic among citi-
zens, businessmen, investors, and 
HPSOR\HHV�� 6XFK� FRQVHTXHQFHV� DI-
IHFW� WKH�QDWLRQDO�HFRQRP\��ZLWKRXW�
doubt. God willing, Yemenis will 
overcome this situation.  

:KDW�LV�\RXU�¿QDO�ZRUG"�
,�ZDQW�WR�WHOO�<HPHQLV�QRW�WR�GHVSDLU�
EHFDXVH� DIWHU� GL̇FXOW\� WKHUH� LV� UH-
OLHI��<HPHQ�LV�SURPLVLQJ��DQG�LW�ZLOO�
not continue living under such hard 
FLUFXPVWDQFHV�IRUHYHU��$OVR��,�ZDQW�
WR�VD\�ZH�VKRXOG�QRW�GHSHQG�RQ�IRU-
HLJQ� DLG� IURP� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� EDQNV�
and institutions. We should build 
VWURQJ�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�IRUHLJQ�FRXQ-
tries in order to help us take advan-
WDJH� RI� RXU� UHVRXUFHV�� :H� GR� QRW�
want charity. We want them to help 
XV� LQ� WKH� VFLHQWL¿F�DQG� WHFKQRORJL-
FDO�¿HOGV�DQG�WR�WUDLQ�<HPHQLV��<H-
men is rich with national resources, 
and not just oil.

CBY economic researcher to the Yemen Times: 

“I want to tell Yemenis not to dispair”
It is no secret Yemen’s economy is in tatters. The country’s oil supply is being held hos-
WDJH�E\�JURXSV�ZLWK�GL̆HUHQW�GHPDQGV��/RFDO�GHYHORSPHQW�SURMHFWV��WKH�UHOHDVH�RI�SULV-
RQHUV��DQG�IRU�WKH�+RXWKLV�WR�VWD\�RXW�RI�0DULE��DPRQJ�RWKHU�WKLQJV��7KH�HGXFDWLRQ�VHF-
WRU�LV�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�SUHSDUH�\RXQJ�DGXOWV�IRU�WKH�ZRUN�IRUFH�DQG�FODVVHV�DUH�FRQVWDQWO\�
EHLQJ�GLVUXSWHG�GXH�WR�¿JKWLQJ��,QYHVWPHQWV�DUH�EHLQJ�GULYHQ�RXW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\�GXH�WR�
WKH�YRODWLOH�SROLWLFDO�HQYLURQPHQW��
$KPHG�6DHHG�6KDPDNK��DQ�HFRQRPLF�UHVHDUFKHU�IRU�WKH�&HQWUDO�%DQN�RI�<HPHQ��&%<���
VSRNH�WR�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�DERXW�WKHVH�LVVXHV�DQG�ZK\�KH�UHPDLQV�FRQ¿GHQW�WKH\�FDQ�EH�
RYHUFRPH��

6HQLRU�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�2IÀFHU
(Social Fund for Development «SFD»)

Job Summary 
Working as a member of the Monitoring and Evaluation Team, and under the supervision of the 
8QLW�+HDG��8+���WKH�6HQLRU�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�2IÀFHU��

Primary Duties or Responsibilities
���:RUNV�ZLWK�WKH�6)'¿V�PDQDJHPHQW�WR�GHÀQH�RYHUDOO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�REMHFWLYHV�DQG�GUDIW�DQ�

annual plan based on SFD›s targeted audiences› needs.
2) Communicates with SFD various units and branches to solicit communication materials and 

messages.
3) Maintains a list of SFD›s upcoming, current and completed activities to keep the SFD›s 

website and communication materials updated.
4) Co-ordinates, writes and manages the design, editing, printing and dissemination of 

promotional materials such as press releases, brochures, reports, newsletters and others. 
5) Participates in producing SFD›s Annual Report.
6) Disseminates SFD news to its audiences via various media channels including social media, 

website, exhibitions, workshops and others.
���,Q�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�ZLWK�6)'�PDQDJHPHQW��FRRUGLQDWHV�6)'·V�SUHVHQFH�DW�H[KLELWLRQV��LGHQWLÀHV�

suitable opportunities and represents SFD as necessary.
8)  Develops and maintains relationships with specialized media.
9) Establishes monitoring mechanisms to ensure that dissemination channels are reaching their 
LGHQWLÀHG�WDUJHW�DXGLHQFHV�

10) Keeps SFD up to date with current developments within the key development activities.
����1HWZRUNV�DQG�VKDUHV�NQRZOHGJH�ZLWK�PHGLD�DQG�,QIRUPDWLRQ�2IÀFHUV�DQG�RWKHU�FRXQWHUSDUWV�

in the country; creates opportunities for dissemination in newsletters, web sites, discussion 
OLVWV��HWF���IROORZV�XS�RQ�PHGLD�UHTXHVWV�DQG�RFFDVLRQDOO\�FROODERUDWHV�ZLWK�SDUWQHUV�WR�ÀOO�
FRQWHQW�JDSV�LQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�DUHDV�UHOHYDQW�WR�6)'�VWDNHKROGHUV��

Education 
1. University degree in Communications, Public Relations, Journalism or equivalent. 
2. At least 5 years working experience in development agencies
3. Excellent academic record.
4. Good communication skills in both English and Arabic.
5. Edits and rewrites materials for different audiences.
6. Understands and applies communication and advocacy techniques including websites and 

social media.
���*RRG�FRPPDQG�LQ�0LFURVRIW�2IÀFH�DSSOLFDWLRQV�

Acceptable candidates have to pass an English written exam before being shortlisted to the 
interview.

,QWHUHVWHG�FDQGLGDWHV�VKRXOG�PHQWLRQ�WKH�SRVW�WLWOH�LQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�OLQH�DQG�VXEPLW�WKHLU�DSSOLFDWLRQ�
E\�HPDLO�WR��hr@sfd-yemen.org  before February 14,2015. Applications received after the closing 
date will not be considered. Only short- listed candidates will be contacted for interviews.
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 � Indian, with 20 years 
experience in 
commercial 
correspondence and 
executive secretary, well 
versed in 
correspondence and all 
office routines, seeking 
immediate suitable 
placement. 733767686, 
nmdevan2003@yahoo.
co.in

 � Male, holds master 
degree in English and 
ICDL in computer, 6 year 
experience in teaching, 
available as a tutor or for 
any job that requires 
English. 77758466, 

736974711.
 � Nashwan Hasan, BA 

Accountant, 7 years 
experience, seeks to 
work in an organization 
where English is essntial. 
771580509, 777228719

 � OSHA certified, with 20 
years Gulf exp. in oil & 
gas, variety of HSE, 
safety fields, including 
fire fighting, health and 
sfety, 2 years Gulf exp. 
in construction.  
jmlsalem@yahoo.com

 � Teacher of math, physics 
and chemistry in English 
seeks work at school. 
735694439 

 � Male, bachelor’s degree 
in English language, 

diploma in marketing & 
computer science, 
experienced as an 
operations officer, 
treasurer and teacher. 
Looking for any job that 
requires English. 
777004207

 � Female, BA in Arabic 
literature, very good 
written and spoken 
French/English, seeks 
work as a babysitter for a 
foreign family (Aden or 
Taiz). 737168816

 � Rainbow School is 
requesting female 
teachers for Arabic, 
English and Maths, with 
no less than 3 years 
experience, to teach 
elementary grades. 
Fluent and non-accented 
English language is 
required. Contact: 
733811430, 733406194. 
Email: emma5565@
yahoo.com 

 � Required, experienced 
housemaid to work in 

Sana’a. She must be 
able to speak English. 
Send an email to 
ccaruso87@yahoo.com, 
mention your full name, 
nationality, contact 
teelphone, and how long 
you have been in Yemen.

 � A Yemeni government 
body wishes to hire a full 
time media and PR 
person. Candidates must 
have experience in 
working with the media 
and presenting the 
authority in public. 
English is favorable. 
Applicants must send 
their CVs and cover 
letter to yasinsaif@gmail.
com 

 � For Sale: Galaxy 3 
Sprint phones, brand 
new from USA for $200 
or best offer. 773691845

 � A comfortable modern 
car is available with its 
English-speaking driver, 
for touring Sana’a. Call 
Hashim at 736147911.

Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 199, Fire 
Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 
118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, 
Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-
City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication 
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061, Tourism 254032, 
TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-
Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air                273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8
Etihad Airways 01-442725
Fly Dubai 01-446750
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 
 Fax:260824 

 02 - 270347
 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
   Tel. 264775,  264702

 Fax. 264703, 503350
 
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        
 Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451
        
cAR RENtALS

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
 Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309
 Aden: 02 245625

cAR SHOWROOMS & SPARE PARtS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49
 Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

cOMPutER EducAtION 
ANd INStItutES

 
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 207025/26                    
British Institute for languages & Computer 
  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

cOuRIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975 Taiz   04 205 780
DHL   01 441096/7/8

fREIgHt fORWARdERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services 
 Tel: 967 1 431339
 Fax: 431340
  alnada2@yemen.net.ye
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
  01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link  01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 
 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3
World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299

HOSPItALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOtELS

Royal Crown Hotel & Suites 
01406661 406681
L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40
Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2

Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  01 546666
 Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-418320

INSuRANcE cOMPANIES
 
UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555
 Free Number: 800 55 55
Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
Sana’a   272713/874 Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz  250029 Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
 Aden: 255668                                     
 Taiz:240927/34
 Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
 Sana’a  284193, 5 lines
 Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company
 Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,
 Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,
 Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17
Aman Insurance     01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
  Fax: 448339

REStAuRANtS
 
Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
 Tel: 01 505290  
 01 266375             
 Fax:01 267619
Manabu Japanese Chef’s Restaurant
 417391
My Pie  431999

ScHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 
 Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2 
                                               Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools
 01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593                  
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SuPERMARKEtS
 
Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

tRANSLAtIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French 
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic.                     Tel: 01-240515

tRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism  01-535080/83                                                                             
 02-221270
Falcon Holidays 444118
Falcon Business Center 446250 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777
Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6
           
uNIVERSItIES

American World University, Rep.
by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - 
 733061203 Fax: 535702
University of Applied and Social Science
 Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441, 
 Aden: 234533 / 234960
Queen  rwa University    Tel: 449971/2
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel: 675567
 Fax: 675885

MINIStRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways
 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 
 01-294579
Ministry of Defence  01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation        
 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 
 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 
 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 
 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

åUàà�ÑÃWLN
�

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

U�For Sale       U�Job vacancies
U�Buying        U�Job seekers 
U�Housing available  U��Other
U�Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3



By Ali Alaswad
LSE Middle East Centre Blog
First published Jan. 27

O n a political level 
Bahrain’s 2014 par-
liamentary elections 
were meaningless. 
Less than half of 

the local population voted in an 
LQH̆HFWXDO� DQG� XQFRQYLQFLQJ� QHZ�
parliament that continues to have 
QR� UHDO� SRZHU��<HW�� LWV� VLJQL¿FDQFH�
as a marker for the authorities in 
Bahrain to abandon any pretense 
of reform, and move directly into a 
security confrontation, can not be 
underestimated. 

The elections of last November 
could not have come soon enough 
for Bahrain’s power yielding hard-
liners. For at least two years, there 
was a growing feeling that a key 
strategy of the leadership was to 

delay any substantive reform pro-
gram, and wait for the election to 
be over. Thereby using the election 
as a show of reform and openness 
to appease the international com-
munity, but without ever having to 
make any solid changes.

Worryingly the strategy seems 
to have worked, with international 
governments showing support for 
the electoral process, including the 
UK ambassador visiting polling sta-
tions and the embassy’s twitter ac-
count live tweeting throughout the 
day. The plan to portray the opposi-
tion as “rejectionists” and rally their 
international allies around this no-
tion was a clever one. For the alter-
native would have been an equally 
limited choice for the opposition, 
being forced to rejoin a parliament 
we had resigned from, yet remain-
ing as weak as the day we left.

With the new parliament only 

days previously sworn in and con-
¿GHQW� IURP� WKHLU� QHZIRXQG� LQ-
ternational backing, the Bahraini 
authorities began a fresh wave of 
repression in an attempt to crush 
dissent once and for all. For the 
¿UVW�UHDO�WLPH�VLQFH�WKH�XSULVLQJ�RI�
2011 began our society, Al-Wefaq, 
has come under direct attack. This 
began at the end of October with 
the announced three-month sus-
pension of Al Wefaq, although this 
was later overturned, the threat of 
suspension or shutting down alto-
gether remains. At the end of 2014 
Sheikh Ali Salman, Al-Wefaq’s sec-
retary general, was arrested and will 
stand trial at the end of this month, 
whilst the leader of Al-Wefaq’s 
Shura Council, Sayed Jameel Kad-
hem, was sentenced to six months 
in prison for a tweet.

There is no coincidence between 
this aggressive targeting of Al-We-

faq and the end of the 
elections. It is more 
than simply a punish-
ment for boycotting 
the vote, it is the cul-
mination of a long-
WHUP� VWUDWHJ\� WR� ¿UVW�
ride-out the protests 
and then crush them.

Yet, it is not all plain 
sailing for the authori-
ties, with the attacks 
on Al-Wefaq stir-
ring renewed protest. 
Sheikh Ali Salman is 
an immensely popu-
lar leader and the re-
sponse from the local 
community has been 
uproar. Regular pro-
tests have taken on a 
fresh impetus and the 
people of Bahrain are 

refusing to be silenced.
This leaves Bahrain in a contin-

ued state of instability and what 
the democracy-seeking people of 
Bahrain have proven is that they 
will not stop demanding their rights 
until they are achieved. The three-
month period of martial law in 2011 
failed to crush this movement, and 
any renewed attempts at repressing 
its way out of the crisis will prove 
unfruitful for Bahrain’s authorities.

The only possible path towards 
stability is a genuine and clear re-
form proposal, leading towards a 
real constitutional monarchy and 
delivered in partnership with the 
opposition. This needs to be under-
stood unequivocally by all sections 
of the Bahraini ruling family, but 
also its international allies.

Getting behind a reform program 
can deliver the stability for Bahrain 
that is so necessary in this time of 
upheaval across the region. Repres-
sion is not the answer and if Bah-
rain continues its post-election at-
tacks on Al-Wefaq, the likelihood 
is a perpetual crisis with no end in 
sight. It is never too late, though, 
and it must start with the immedi-
ate release of Sheikh Ali Salman 
and the introduction of a real politi-
cal negotiation for the future of the 
nation.

Ali Alaswad is a member of Al We-
faq National Islamic Society and a 
former MP. He resigned from par-
liament in February 2011, along 
with his 17 other colleagues in pro-
test at the crackdown against de-

mocracy demonstrations. He left 
Bahrain during the period of mar-
tial law after threats were made 
against him. He currently resides 
in London, with his family, where 
KH�FRQWLQXHV�KLV�H̆RUWV�WR�DGYRFDWH�
democratic change in Bahrain.
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�dà
ààààà
AM
�Çè
�Wàà
ààà�
U�D
�Çè
�W�
Uààà
à�B

K��e
ààààL
�U�
�sà
ààààL
���
Wààà
 


Rààà
��l
�UD
ààà�
�w
��X
F�

Pr
in

te
d 

by
 Y

em
en

 T
im

es
 E

st
. f

or
 P

re
ss

, P
ri

nt
in

g 
&

 P
ub

lic
at

io
n

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFF#FFF\HPHQ�FRP�

Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�

For more information...
please visit our complex off Baghdad Street near the Sana’a Trade Center or contact us at;

Tel.: +967 -1- 445 482/3/4    Fax: +967 -1- 448 037     www.yaliefl.org      Email: info@yaliefl.org
F: The Yemen-America Language Institute
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Yemen’s Premier Language Institute Since 1975
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The path to reform in Bahrain

Pearl and Peace, copyright Al Jazeera English, Bahrain, 2011


