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SANA’A, Feb. 1—A three day
national conference convened by
Houthi leaders came to a close on
Sunday afternoon. Held under the
slogan “Nation we build and save,”
discussions concluded with a nine-
point program for moving forward.

Chief among these was the deci-
sion to grant political parties, which
are holding separate discussions
at the Movenpick hotel in Sana’a, a
three-day grace period for putting
forward their own solutions to the
current political crisis.

If they fail to do so, the conclud-
ing statement read, “the conference
has authorized revolutionary com-
mittees and the leadership of the
revolution to take immediate steps
necessary for organizing political
authority and the transitional phase
to move the country out of the cur-
rent deadlock.”

Members of opposition parties,
who did not take part in the confer-
ence but held their own talks at the
Movenpick hotel, were critical of the
outcomes and their motives.

Mohammad Abdullah Al-Yadomi,
the head of Islah Party’s Supreme
Authority, released a statement on
the party’s official website on Sun-
day evening. It stated the party’s
determination to “adhere to the lan-
guage of dialogue” in the face of at-
tempts to undermine the pursuit of
democracy and reasoned debate.

Abdullah Naji, a founding mem-
ber of the Southern Movement, told
the Yemen Times on Monday that
his supporters are not concerned
with the Houthi conference or its
outcomes. “Northern politicians
have been using the southern issue
as a slogan, making empty promis-
es that haven’t been kept,” he said.
“Now the Houthis want to impose
themselves using whatever means

necessary.”

According to Abdulmalik Al-Fu-
haidi, editor-in-chief of Al-Motamar
Net, the mouthpiece of the General
People’s Congress, the Houthi con-
ference has only served to compli-
cate the situation further.

“All of the country’s political pow-
ers are engaged in dialogue, and the
Houthi group is but one faction. A
three-day grace period is only in-
tended to create pressure, and I
don’t think any single political party
or group will be capable of govern-
ing the country alone,” he told the
Yemen Times.

The Houthi convened “national
conference” began on Friday, Jan.
30 and was held in the May 22 Hall
of Al-Thawra district, in the capi-
tal Sana’a. Thousands attended the
conference over three days, which
ended with a concluding statement
at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday.

“Authoritarianism, corruption and
puppet powers have endeavored to
work against what the Yemeni peo-
ple want, which is a nation devoid
of corruption and subordination—a
nation that preserves the dignity of
its people and the sovereignty of its
land,” the statement read.

Praise was reserved for military
powers, however, and conference
members acknowledged “the honor-
able role of the security and military
forces and the popular committees
for maintaining stability and secu-
rity, preventing the country’s slide
into chaos and anarchy.”

Additional points included in the
statement reiterated previous de-
mands made by the Houthis. These
include calls to address disagree-
ments in the draft constitution, to
combat terrorism and reject foreign
interference in Yemeni affairs, and
to resolve crises in Marib and south-
ern Yemen, among others.

Reactions by conference partici-
pants, many of whom had arrived

nosition critical of Houthis
three day ultimatum

The Houthi-convened “national conference” began on Friday, Jan. 30 and was held in the May 22 Hall of Al-Thawra district in Sana’a.

from other governorates, were in-
variably supportive.

Murai Al-Amiri, a 35-year-old
who came from Marib to attend the
conference, considered it a “national
duty” to attend the conference. “I
am here to save the country from
further deterioration. The situation
isn’t bearable, we want an immedi-
ate end to the political vacuum.”

Abdu Rabu Al-Dalu, from Dhamar
governorate but living in Sana’a, felt

the three-day grace period demon-
strates a fair-handed approach by
the Houthi leadership. “The [con-
cluding statements] are reasonable,
and three days are adequate for po-
litical powers to reconsider the situ-
ation,” the 40-year-old said. “Ab-
dulmalik Al-Houthi doesn’t want to
impose himself on the Yemeni peo-
ple, he is just trying to put an end to
corruption in the country.”

The conference was convened

Army, Southern Movement ﬁghters
mobilize in Radfan

B Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 1—Clashes broke
out on Thursday between security
forces and Southern Movement
militants in the Radfan district of
Lahj governorate. Heavy fighting
continued over the weekend, end-
ing with brief skirmishes on Sunday
morning.

Fighting took place around the
cities of Al-Malah and Al-Hebailin,
near the border with Al-Dhale gov-
ernment, and the situation in north-
ern Lahj remains tense as both sides
send reinforcements.

Naji Al-Areshi, chief of staff for
the 201st Mechanized Brigade,
based in the governorate capital
Al-Hawta, claims the military has
full control of Radfan. Mountainous
terrain enables militants from the
Southern Movement, also known as
Hirak, to move in suddenly, he ex-
plained, triggering clashes with the

brigade’s battalions in Al-Habailin,
Al-Malah and other areas of Radfan.

Three Southern Movement fight-
ers were killed, one was injured,
and four arrested, according to Al-
Areshi, who says six of his soldiers
were injured in the clashes.

One civilian was also killed in the
fighting when he was hit by a stray
bullet while tending to cattle on his
farm, Al-Areshi confirmed.

He said fighting began when
Southern Movement militants at-
tempted to take over positions held
by his troops on Thursday. By the
evening they had besieged over 150
soldiers from the 201st Mechanized
Brigade.

The brigade was tasked with se-
curing roads in Al-Malah and Al-
Hebailin, which lead into the gover-
norates of Abyan and Al-Dhale.

“More than 250 armed men from
Hirak poured in from parts of Al-
Dhale, Lahj and other southern

governorates such as Aden, Shabwa
and Abyan, but we sent hundreds
of soldiers and dozens of armed ve-
hicles on Friday morning to break
the siege,” said Al-Areshi. “Heavy
clashes followed in which RPGs,
machine guns, tanks and Katyusha
rocket launchers were used.”

Abdu Al-Mutari, a spokesperson
for the Southern Movement, con-
firmed the militants were fighting on
behalf of the movement and claims
they are defending locals against
shelling from the security forces.

Abdullah Al-Malahi, an armed
fighter in Al-Malah who identifies
as a member of the Southern Move-
ment, vowed to continue fighting
as long as the south remains “occu-
pied,” even if “thousands of men are
sacrificed.”

“We are located in Radfan and our
revolution to separate south from
north will be the spark for all revolu-
tions,” he said. “Our armed men are

pouring in from all southern gover-
norates to help us.”

Ali Bamedhef, a resident in Al-
Malah city and a witness to the
fighting, said the military had re-es-
tablished full control over Al-Malah
city and had moved towards the
eastern edge of the city, where Al-
Raha camp is located, while other
units moved towards Al-Hebailin
city.

He said residents of Radfan re-
mained in fear, however, believing
clashes could erupt again at any
time.

Al-Areshi shares these concerns.
“Things are now under control, but
the situation is very tense and clash-
es may breakout any moment,” he
said.

Radfan is well-known for its role
in the October 14 Revolution in
1963, where efforts began to end the
British occupation, which ended in
1967.

seven days after Cabinet mem-
bers submitted their resignations
to President Abdu Rabu Mansour
Hadi, who responded in kind on
Dec. 22. The resignations followed
clashes between Houthi militants

g

and presidential forces on Dec. 19,
which culminated in attacks on the
Presidential Palace and President
Hadi’s personal residence. The gov-
ernment has been in a state of limbo
ever since.
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Drone crashes in Dhamar hours aft

Around The Nation

3 February, 2015

kills three in Shabwa

H Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 1—A US drone
crashed on Saturday in the Al-Ha-
da district of Dhamar governorate,
hours after three men were killed
by a suspected drone strike in the
Al-Naqgaba area of Shabwa gover-
norate.

Jamal Shenaizer, a resident of
Al-Said district in Al-Naqaba, re-
ported that a Toyota Hilux carrying
three suspected Al-Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) mem-
bers was targeted in the strike.
There were no survivors after the
vehicle was completely destroyed
by three missiles, he said.

Al-Said district, in the south-
west of Shabwa, has witnessed an
increased presence of drones since
Thursday, according to Shenaizer,

who says locals are able to distin-
guish the humming of a drone from
the sounds of other aircraft.

Those killed in the strike were
confirmed as belonging to AQAP
by a member of the group, Al-Batar
Al-Sana’ani. Speaking with the Ye-
men Times, he said the victims in-
cluded Abus Sayaf, a well-known
communications and recruitment
officer for the group who is from
Sana’a governorate. The others
were not named, but were said to
be from Shabwa governorate and
Saudi Arabia.

Al-Sana’ani said there were un-
verified reports that Sheikh Harith
Al-Nadhari, a prominent cleric
with AQAP, was also killed in the
strike, but as of Monday evening
the Yemen Times was unable to
verify these claims.

Three hours later, in the Al-Hada
district of Dhamar, another drone
crashed for reasons that remain
uncertain. No casualties have been
reported.

An eyewitness to the crash, Mo-
hammad Al-Ukaimi, said the drone
came down at around 8 p.m. in an
unpopulated area between the vil-
lages of Makhdara and Resaba, in
the north of Dhamar.

Locals alerted security officials in
Al-Hada following the crash, who
called investigators from Dhamar’s
security administration to verify
the claims. Abdullah Al-Sadi, the
deputy security chief of Dhamar
governorate, said the aircraft was
confirmed to be a US drone.

American officials have thus far
made no comment on either of Sat-
urday’s incidents. The American

government rarely acknowledges
drone strikes or crashes in Yemen.

According to Mohammad He-
zam, public relations officer at the
Ministry of Interior, drones have
been known to crash after flying
too low in mountainous areas or
getting shot down by tribesmen.

Two crashes were reported in
2014. On Jan. 16, a drone crashed
in the Hat district of Al-Mahra
governorate, in eastern Yemen
along the border with Oman, and
another came down near the Al-
Saha village of Shabwa on Sept. 23.
The first known drone crash was
reported in Abyan governorate in
2011.

Saturday’s attack is the second in
a week, following a strike in Marib
on Jan. 26 that killed three, includ-
ing a 13-year old boy.
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Unverified footage by AQAP obtained by the Yemen Times purports
to show the damage of the drone strike in Shabwa.

Search operation
ongoing in Al-Baida

M Ali lbrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 2—The 117th Infan-
try Brigade launched a large-scale
search operation in Al-Baida city
and its surroundings in Al-Baida
governorate on Sunday, in an at-
tempt to track down suspects ac-
cused of an attack on the brigade’s
military convoy earlier that day.

“We are checking houses in Al-
Baida city and combing the sur-
rounding mountains, where some of
the suspects have fled to,” said Adel
Al-Mikhlafi, head of the brigade’s
Operations Department, who is con-
vinced that members of Al-Qaeda in
the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) were
behind the attack.

The search was still ongoing as of
Monday evening and involved 350
soldiers aided by local police forces,
according to Al-Mikhlafi.

Nijmat Deen Al-Haraj, the Al-Bai-
da security chief, said police units
are helping the brigade by setting up
checkpoints, arresting suspects and
carrying out background checks.
“We are in constant communication
with the military,” he said.

Investigations have revealed five
AQAP cells operating in Al-Baida
city, each composed of around 50
members, according to Al-Mikhlafi.

Mokhtar Al-Naqib, editor-in-

chief of the Al-Baida news website,
says armed AQAP members began
making public appearances in Al-

The 117th Infantry Brigade launched a large-scale search operation

Baida city and neighboring areas
in December 2014, brandishing the
group’s slogans in broad daylight.

According to Al-Naqib, units from
the 117th Infantry Brigade have po-
sitioned themselves throughout Al-
Baida city, controlling all entrances
as well as the road connecting the
city to the districts of Mukeras and
Al-Suma.

Fighting broke out on Sunday af-
ternoon in the Uwain area, east of
Al-Baida city, following an attack on
the brigade’s military convoy.

Around ten vehicles were travel-
ling from Al-Baida to the brigade’s
headquarters in Mukeras district,
according to Al-Mikhlafi, carrying
50 men and large amounts of cur-
rency meant for the soldiers’ sala-
ries.

“The armed men ambushed the
brigade’s convoy, attacking it from
many sides at once. They wanted to
steal the soldiers’ salaries, but our
men resisted and they fled,” said Al-
Mikhlafi.

He estimated their number at 120,
and said three of his soldiers were
killed and another 12 injured in
Sunday’s attack. The Yemen Times
was not able to independently verify
these claims.

AQAP has not officially claimed
responsibility for the attack, but a
source with the group, who goes
by the name Abu Al-Laith, alleges
AQAP members were behind it.

[ =

in Al-Baida city (photo) and its surroundings.

More roadblocks to protect Marib

H Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, Feb 2—Dozens of Bani
Dabian tribesmen set up a road
block in the Dabian area of Al-Ju-
ba district at the Western border
of Marib governorate on Monday
to fend off an anticipated Houthi
invasion.

Saleh Mofleh, 37, a Bani Dabian
tribe member, told the Yemen
Times on Monday that dozens of
tribesmen gathered to block the
road from Sana’a to Marib city,
which leads through Dabian area.

Mofleh describes the action as
a precautionary move to protect
the governorate against a possible
Houthi assault. “Houthi threats
are increasingly daily,” he said.
“We blocked the road in our area
after other tribes did the same
elsewhere.”

For weeks, Houthis have em-
phasized the threat of Al-Qaeda
in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
in Marib to underscore the neces-
sity of invading the governorate.
Only on Monday, Mohammad
Al-Bukhaiti, a member of the
Houthi Political Office in Sana’a,
reaffirmed the Houthis’ plan to
invade Marib, telling the Yemen
Times, “The tribesmen who re-
cently entered Marib, allegedly
to help protect it, are Al-Qaeda.”
He promised the Houthis would
“free” Marib, but did not specify
when.

Mohammad Al-Dabiani, one of
Bani Dabian’s tribal sheikhs, told
the Yemen Times that the deci-
sion to erect a road block followed
consultations with tribal sheikhs
of the Murad and Obaidah tribes—
the two largest in Marib governor-
ate.

“The sheiks in Obaidah and Mu-
rad advised us to block the access
road to the governorate in our
area, because Houthis might try
to enter Marib along its western
border with Sana’a governorate. It
is tribal custom to side with other
tribes within the same governor-
ate, so we followed their recom-
mendation,” Al-Dabiani said.

As early as Nov. 15 of last year,
fears of a possible Houthi attack
led armed men from Marib’s vari-
ous tribes to station themselves
in the Wadi Nakhla and Wadi
Al-Sahel areas, atop Jabal Hailan
in the Serwah district, and in Al-
Jedaan area. All these areas sur-
round Marib city, and large parts

Marib

The roadblocks were established in Al-Jubah, which links Marib’s southeast to Al-Baida. Sporadic
fighting continues to take place in Al-Baida between the Houthis and AQAP.

of the governorate’s borders have
been under tribal supervision for
months.

Mofleh said tribesmen guarding
the border are equipped with light
weapons, including sniper rifles,
but are have heavy artillery as well.

In case support is needed in the
future, Al-Dabiani said they would
ask neighboring tribes for backup.
For the time being, however, he
considers the number of Dabiani
tribesmen sufficient to success-
fully guard the road in their gov-
ernorate.

A second road block in Al-Juba
district is monitored by members

of the Murad tribe, according to
Mohammad Al-Baihani, a locally
based journalist.

According to Naji Al-Obaidi, a
member of Obaidah tribe, “Doz-
ens of tribes entered Marib from
neighboring governorates like Al-
Jawf and Al-Baida a month ago to
side with Marib tribes and support
them in defending the governorate
against Houthis rebels.”

“This road block is very impor-
tant because it links the Southeast
of Marib with Al-Baida governor-
ate, which is currently witnessing
clashes between Houthis and Al-
Qaeda,” he said.

Ali Al-Fatimi, the deputy gov-
ernor of Marib, told the Yemen
Times that the governorate re-
mains under government author-
ity even following the president’s
and the Cabinet’s resignation two
weeks ago. “The tribes are mobi-
lizing their men on their own,” he
said. “The government has noth-
ing to do with it.”

However, Al-Fatimi went on to
say that, “In Marib we have about
four military brigades which be-
long to the Ministry of Defense.
The brigades will react to any pos-
sible attack and defend Marib’s
residents against any threat.”
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Report

One year after arrest in
Egypt, Yemeni journalist
struggles to move on

Hl Ahlam Mohsen

hen Fras Sham-
san recounts his
36 days in an
Egyptian  jail,
he does so in
remarkable detail. The parts he can
remember, anyway. There are pe-
riods lasting days that he has little
to no recollection of, including the
beatings and electric shocks he re-
ceived at the hands of police.

Shamsan was arrested Feb. 1,
2014 while polling and videoing at-
tendants about their book choices
at the Cairo Book Fair. Shamsan
planned to upload the footage to his
arts and culture blog, Fantime.

Shamsan now suffers from de-
pression, as well as a wide-range of
medical issues, some of which re-
quire surgery.

He said he received permission
from the organizers of the book fair,
the Egyptian Book Authority under
the Ministry of Culture, to video the
day’s events and to poll attendants.

“After speaking with the woman
[from the book authority] on the
phone, we met on the first of Febru-
ary. She and the manager of the fair
both welcomed me.”

One woman told Shamsan she
purchased a cookbook. She praised
him for taking the time to docu-
ment the book fair.

“She said, Tm so upset with
the Egyptian press. They only talk
about Sisi and the Muslim Brother-
hood.” And then an old lady came
up to us and asked, ‘Why are you
talking about Sisi?””

Shamsan said she grabbed his
arm and accused him of working
for Al-Jazeera. Following a lengthy
quarrel between the two women,
Shamsan said it was him that called
the Egyptian police. He willingly
went to the police station, think-
ing he was going to file a complaint
against the woman.

Egyptian authorities have severe-
ly cracked down on journalists and
activists, and Qatar-based news
organization Al-Jazeera has been
repeatedly targeted by the Egyptian
government.

Egypt has accused Qatar and Al-
Jazeera of supporting the Muslim

yemen-press.com

After falling victim to a government crackdown on journalists in
Egypt, Fras Shamsan is trying to cope with his past by helping
others who face arbitrary detention and abuse.

Brotherhood, which was declared
a terrorist organization following
the toppling of President Morsi’s
government in July 2013 by Army
General Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi.

Critics of the Egyptian govern-
ment say the news organization has
fallen victim to a political game be-
tween the two countries.

Three Al-Jazeera journalists
were arrested in December 2013
and sentenced last year to between
seven and ten years on various
charges, including aiding a terror-
ist group, a thinly veiled reference
to the Muslim Brotherhood. One of
the three journalists, Peter Greste,
was released on Sunday.

Shamsan was accused of “broad-
casting false news and rumors that
disturb public peace and security,”
and, “using a recording device.”

“In the police station I was
dragged and slapped around. Dur-
ing questioning, if I denied working
for Al-Jazeera, they would hit me.

Eventually, out of fear, I signed the
interrogation records,” Shamsan
said.

Shamsan, along with four other
men from his cell, were taken to a
different cell following a number of
altercations with their cellmates.

“We started banging on the door.
An officer came—the good one, not
the bad one—and asked what was
wrong. We were in a cell with crim-
inals and they were trying to rape
my Turkish friend, who was 16.”

Once inside another cell, Sham-
san woke up screaming and crying.

“I didn’t understand anything
that was happening around me,”
he said. “T only remember opening
my eyes to see I was outside and
that there were soldiers around me
kicking me. I opened my eyes again
sometime later and I couldn’t feel
my body.”

He woke up in a hospital, where
he said he was given an injection
that made him feel like his insides

were going to explode. He has no
idea how long he was there.

He was released on March 4,
2014. Nearly a year later, he still
requires a cane to walk, and has
put off the knee surgery his doctors
told him he urgently needs.

“People tell me I should be hap-
py I got out. I think of my friends
who are still in there every day, but
I didn’t do anything wrong, and I
can’t just move on and be content
that I'm no longer there.”

Shamsan wants the Egyptian au-
thorities to acknowledge what hap-
pened to him, to apologize and to
return his camera, which has foot-
age from humanitarian missions
that he valued.

“Of course I don’t expect any-
thing. They rape women in those
jails, you think they’re going to be
sorry for beating a man?”

There has been some progress.
Shamsan says he can now manage
a few hours of sleep every night,
though the nightmares still come.
He sighs deeply before remember-
ing what sleep was like in jail.

“Have you seen a can of sar-
dines? We were like sardines in a
can.”

Shamsan said he was one of 35
people in the cell. There were no
beds and there was not enough
room for everyone to lay down and
sleep at once, so they would take
shifts.

“If it wasn’t your turn to sleep,
you would sit and try not to take up
too much space.”

What happened to Shamsan may
have been senseless, but that hasn’t
stopped him from trying to make
sense of it. He says since reflecting
on his time in Egypt, he felt that he
went to jail in order to know what
happens to people.

Shamsan cries when he talks
about the friends he made in his
Egyptian cell who are still there,
and despite the physical and emo-
tional scars he walked away with,
he says he is grateful for knowing,
and that he doesn’t want to look
away from what he saw. “I'm trying
to find the good in what happened
to me,” he said, trying to hold back
more tears.

His friends and family, well-in-

-

CE)

)

e

e

Box 2002, Sanaa, Yemen
Email: sanaa@Qsi.org

N XN N

PROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARS

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setting.
Sports facilities include soccer and softball fields, basketball and fennis courts.
Large indoor multi-purpose area for volleyball, basketball, badminton, gymnastics,
table tennis, musical and dramatic productions.

Bus service available.

T

Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school
Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers
Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages
Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports
Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students
Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities

QI8 Pre-Gchool

< Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

< Aftractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area
< Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

<+ School hours are from 7:55 am. to 12:00 noon (Saturday through Wednesday)
“  Arabic program from 12:00 noon - 2:30 p.m.

Phone: 370 191-2 Fax: 370 193
Website: www.qsi.org

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools MSA)
Member of Quality Schools International

tentioned, tell him, “Khalas, forget
everything.”

“I realized that I went to jail to
see what happens to people. I dis-
covered that I have to act,” Sham-
san said.

He hasn’t be able to find any help
to recover his physical and mental
health. Despite overwhelming sup-
port from friends—who started a
public campaign to lobby the Egyp-
tian and Yemeni governments for
his release—the experience has of-
ten left him feeling lonely. Because
of this, he wants to start an organi-
zation to assist imprisoned journal-
ists and support them when they
are released.

He tells a story about a homeless
man on the streets in Sana’a. That
was once a well-respected journal-
ist, Shamsan said, who went mad
in prison. He pulls up a photo on
his computer of an old man with a
white beard and torn clothes.

“You can see him wandering
around the city now, he is a crazy.
This shouldn’t be the fate of jour-
nalists, and we have to support
each other. We have to act, we are

under attack from all sides—from
the military, from the Houthis.”

The prescriptions don’t help, he
says, but fighting for something
bigger does.

“It doesn’t feel over. When I walk
in the streets, I am afraid. When
I am in public places I panic, I'm
afraid I will be arrested.”

He may be out of Egypt, but arbi-
trary detention and attacks against
journalists and activists is only in-
creasing in Yemen since the Houthi
takeover and their consolidation of
power following the government’s
resignation on Jan. 22.

The Houthis have attacked and
dispersed anti-Houthi rallies in the
capital, beating demonstrators with
batons and stabbing at least one
protester with a knife. There were
30 attacks against journalists be-
tween Jan. 24 and 28, according to
the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate
(YJS).

In Egypt, authorities have by
their own accounts detained
22,000 people since July 2013. The
actual number of detentions is like-
ly higher, rights groups say.
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ich in oil and with strong tribal customs, Marib has long posed difficult to control—
first by the government, and now by the Houthis. Thousands of armed tribesmen
have mobilized to deter any assault on the governorate. Should the Houthis invade,
tribesmen have threatened to destroy the oil and electricity pipelines that supply
much of Yemen’s north with energy.

Marib has given refuge to Al-Qaeda for over decade, a fact the Houthis are using to beat the
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Pictured are some of the brothers and sisters of Mohammed Saleh Duaayman, the 13-year-old sixth grader
killed last week by a US drone strike. It is the family’s third loss: Another brother—17 years old at the time—
was killed along with their father by a drone strike in October 2011.

According to the eldest sister, whose name is being withheld to protect her identity, Mohammed was
travelling from their home in Al-Zoor village to visit his father’s second wife at the time of the Jan. 26 drone
strike. He was in Wadi Harib when the drone hit the vehicle. Mohammed was travelling with two men who
were members of AQAP, a source within the group previously told the Yemen Times. The sister said she is
unaware whether the two men were AQAP members or not, but reaffirmed that her brother was innocent and
was not a member of the organization.

The sister told the Yemen Times she fears her brothers might join Al-Qaeda because of their anger and lack
of support from the government. The oldest sibling—and only one with a job—is 24 years old, while the other
24 siblings do not bring in any income.

The Duaayman family’s house has

a number of AQAP slogans wsister
said the family does not support
AQAP and that her brothers painted
them on their house with the intent
of upsetting the government. Al-
Qaeda has given material support
to their family, but the government
has not.

In the same village in Marib, Al-
Zoor, there are residents who have
lived in the area for generations and
are pro-Houthi, openly showing
the group’s slogan on their houses.
They are not fighters for the group,
and members of the Duaayman
family told the Yemen Times they
continue to live peacefully together,
despite increased tensions between
Marib tribesmen and the Houthis. The Yemen Times was unable to talk to Houthis in the area, as upon
encountering one the journalist had a gun pointed at her and was ordered to leave immediately.

o L (Y
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drums of war. It has also led the United States to launch drone strikes in the area as far back
as 2002—before the Houthis even existed as an armed movement. The most recent US drone
strike in the governorate occurred on Jan. 26, 2014, and killed two members of Al-Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), along with a 13-year old boy.

On Feb. 1 the Yemen Times travelled to Marib and spoke to the family of the child killed last
week and to locals who have mobilized against the Houthis.

Sheikh Hamid Bin Saleh Bin Wuhayt [2nd to left] told the Yemen Times that he and other fighters from his
tribe have been stationed in a border area of Marib called Nakhlah and Al-Sahail for about six months, since
around the time the Houthis’ occupied Amran. He said they will not leave until the Houthis go back to Sa’ada,
and confirmed the tribesmen will fight the Houthis should they try and enter the governorate. “We’re trying
to protect and preserve our governorate,” he said. “It concerns all Yemenis. We say to those who signed the
[Peace and National] Partnership Agreement, we reject it.”

Three military transport vehicles were burned
in clashes between the army and tribesmen at
the beginning of January on Marib city’s main
highway. According to Saleh Lanjaf, a sheikh
in the Nakhlah and Al-Sahail area, an army
battalion headed for Sana’a was coming from
Shabwa and there were Houthi slogans on

the vehicles. The tribesmen at the checkpoint
refused to let them to pass, believing they were
reinforcements heading to Sana’a, Lanjaf told
the Yemen Times.

When asked about being stationed under the burning
sun, this Marib tribesmen said he fears the locals will
lose their plentiful resources to the Houthis. Responding
to claims by the Houthis that he and other tribesmen are
members or supporters of AQAP, he adamantly denied
having any affiliation to the group and said there were no
such members in the area.
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ALMAZ Sf~,I1E

OIL & GAS SERVICES LTD

JOB VACANCIES

Almaz Spie is a Yemeni incorporated company with two industrial shareholders: a reputable Yemeni
contractor having offices, workshop and heavy equipment in-country and the UAE registered subsidiary
of French Corporation, European leader in services to the industry, looking for qualified persons to fill the
position below for her client

Painting Campaign Supervisor :
JOB PURPOSE:

To implement Painting Repair campaigns on all the plant according to inspection report and planning.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES:
* Prepare the work of his team, method statement, risk assessment, permit to work, confined space entry
e Lead the Tool box talk for every PTW of his team. Share the target of the day , the risks and the
mitigation means associated
* Supervise on site direct and coordinate the activities execution of the maintenance department in the
scaffolding, blasting, surface preparation, painting, coating, industrial HP cleaning areas with a view to
ensure reliable works of the liquefaction plant equipment.

Ensure that tools and equipment use are certified and in good condition for use by regular inspection.

Ensure that personnel is trained and certified.

Report and advise on integrity of equipment and on required preventive and corrective actions

Update procedures with a view to applying most recent techniques.

Supervises the organization and implementation of the necessary tools and resources.

Carry out specific duties related to the job such as review of documentation, procedures, safety manual and

other related documents in the blasting, painting, coating, scaffolding and industrial HP cleaning areas.

* Participates with the Maintenance Services Superintendent in solving technical problems for scaffolding,
blasting, painting, coating, and industrial HP cleaning services.

 Ensure that quality is maintained during the execution of the works and verifies that they are in line with
Company’s specifications and standards.

e Follows-up the surface preparation, painting, coating, and industrial HP cleaning services activities
in terms of cost, man-hour, spare parts and consumable consumption and ensures is correctly and
adequately reported in the CMMS system.

* Provides information to the Method and Planning engineer for preparation of shutdown schedule with
vendors, i.e. frequency, duration, work to be perform, etc.

* Monthly Reviews with contractor’s coordinator of the contractor performance

Qualification:
* Painting certificate, NASE level II or equivalent.
* Passive Fire Protection certificate
¢ Scaffolding certificate, CITB or equivalent..

Job Experience:
* 10 years experience in oil and gas industry or equivalent industrial environment

Location: BALHAF Shabowa _ Rotation — 29 days ON / 27 days OFF (4x4)
Duration/contact: One Year

Proposed Starting Date: As soon as possible

The deadline for receiving the CVs is 18th Feb. 2015

Application Process:

Interested candidates should send their CV and the cover letter in English (indicating clearly the position
applied for on the subject line) via email to hr-yemen.sogs@spie.com

only the short listed candidates will be contacted

WFP
2 Programme | Programa .. )
ﬁ’ﬁé% World Food Alinge_ntaire Mundial de | 284¥1zeli
‘&_.,,.‘.;é’ Programme | Mondial Alimentos | (—alil = It
wfp.org

Business Announcement

Subject: Invitation for Expression of Interest for the Provision of
Goods, Services and Food Commodities for WFP-Yemen Vendors.

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) in Yemen seeks Expressions of
Interest (EOI) from established companies for the provision of Goods, Services and
Food commodities.

Founded in 1963, the World Food Programme (WFP) is the United Nations frontline
agency in the fight against hunger. WFP pursues a vision of the world in which every
woman, man and child has access at all times to the food needed for an active and
healthy life.

Globally WFP staff work in 74 countries. WFP has been present in Yemen with its
country office in Sana’a and other governorates since 1967.

In 2014 WFP food, goods & services purchases for Yemen went up to about US50.00
million in addition to in kind food assistance to about 5 million People.

Interested companies are encouraged to ask for the Supplier’s Registration Form &
the Questionnaire by sending their Expression of Interest to the email address:yemen.
procurement@wfp.org. The completed Supplier’'s Registration Form and Question-
naire including all supporting documentation should be returned to WFP by [26th
Feb, 2015], at [14:00] hrs. if your company wishes to be invited for 2015 tenders.
Interested Suppliers which have already registered with WFP are also requested
to complete and re-submit the Supplier’s Registration Form and the Questionnaire.
Completed Supplier Registration Form & Questionnaire with supporting documenta-
tion may also returned in a sealed envelopes addressed as follows:

EOI#YEM15E0OI001

Attn.: Procurement Unit

United Nations World Food Programme
Nowakshot St.

P.O. Box: 7181

Sana’a, Yemen

Any enquiries regarding this EOI must be addressed to: yemen.procurement@wfp.org
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CBY economic researcher to the Yemen Times:

“I want to tell Yemenis nottod

It is no secret Yemen’s economy is in tatters. The country’s oil supply is being held hos-

tage by groups with different demands: Local development projects, the release of pris-

oners, and for the Houthis to stay out of Marib, among other things. The education sec-

tor is struggling to prepare young adults for the work force and classes are constantly

being disrupted due to fighting. Investments are being driven out of the country due to

the volatile political environment.
Ahmed Saeed Shamakh, an economic researcher for the Central Bank of Yemen (CBY),

spoke to the Yemen Times about these issues and why he remains confident they can be

overcome.

H Interview by Khalid Alkarimi

How do you evaluate the eco-
nomic situation in Yemen?
The economic situation is being
exacerbated year by year, month
by month, and day by day, and it is
really difficult to address because of
growing insecurity in the country.
Donors are also reluctant to pro-
vide aid to the Yemeni government
because there is a lack of trust. It is
critical to stabilize the security and
political situation before anything
can be done. It will require consen-
sus amongst political elites because
the country faces serious challenges
in several areas that are intercon-
nected—social, economic and secu-
rity issues.

We have witnessed a significant

deterioration in the livelihood of
Yemeni families. Prices can in-
crease on a daily basis, while pov-
erty and unemployment have been
on the rise, particularly following
the so-called revolution in 2011.
Thousands of employees became
redundant, especially in the pri-
vate sector, due to insecurity, po-
litical conflicts, and the absence of
the state. Social and political rifts
continue and there is significant re-
gional interference, and I think the
majority of Yemen’s decisions are
no longer in the hands of Yemenis.
A lack of security and political sta-
bility has caused a lot of investment
to move out of the country, too.

Some in local media have re-
ported that the state will not

be able to pay the salaries of
government employees in the
coming months. Do you think
this could happen?

Indeed, there is a large decrease
in the state’s taxation and customs
revenues. There is also a drop in
electricity and water revenues,
which citizens are expected to pay
to the government. A large portion
of this money goes to corrupt peo-
ple, and little makes it into the state
budget. Of course, the state pays the
employees’ salaries through means
other than oil revenue. Though Ye-
men exports oil, there has been a
decrease in exports. As a result, the
state resorts to internal debt, the
treasury bill for instance, to over-
come the budget deficiency. This is
an example of one thing the state

Job Summary

messages.

Education

social media.

interview.

Senior Communications Officer
(Social Fund for Development «SFD»)

Working as a member of the Monitoring and Evaluation Team, and under the supervision of the
Unit Head (UH), the Senior Communications Officer:

Primary Duties or Responsibilities
1) Works with the SFD>s management to define overall communication objectives and draft an
annual plan based on SFD»s targeted audiences> needs.

2) Communicates with SFD various units and branches to solicit communication materials and

3) Maintains a list of SFD»s upcoming, current and completed activities to keep the SFD»>s
website and communication materials updated.

4) Co-ordinates, writes and manages the design, editing, printing and dissemination of
promotional materials such as press releases, brochures, reports, newsletters and others.

5) Participates in producing SFD>s Annual Report.

6) Disseminates SFD news to its audiences via various media channels including social media,
website, exhibitions, workshops and others.

7) In consultation with SFD management, coordinates SFD’s presence at exhibitions; identifies
suitable opportunities and represents SFD as necessary.

8) Develops and maintains relationships with specialized media.

9) Establishes monitoring mechanisms to ensure that dissemination channels are reaching their
identified target audiences.

10) Keeps SFD up to date with current developments within the key development activities.

11) Networks and shares knowledge with media and Information Officers and other counterparts
in the country; creates opportunities for dissemination in newsletters, web sites, discussion
lists, etc.; follows up on media requests and occasionally collaborates with partners to fill
content gaps in the subject areas relevant to SFD stakeholders.

1. University degree in Communications, Public Relations, Journalism or equivalent.
2. At least 5 years working experience in development agencies

3. Excellent academic record.

4. Good communication skills in both English and Arabic.
5. Edits and rewrites materials for different audiences.

6. Understands and applies communication and advocacy techniques including websites and

7. Good command in Microsoft Office applications.
Acceptable candidates have to pass an English written exam before being shortlisted to the
Interested candidates should mention the post title in the subject line and submit their application

by email to: hr@sfd-yemen.org before February 14,2015. Applications received after the closing
date will not be considered. Only short- listed candidates will be contacted for interviews.

depends on to pay the salaries of
civil servants, and it’s not sustain-
able.

The Yemeni government, rep-
resented by the Ministry of
Planning and International
Cooperation, signed in No-
vember a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the private
sector. How will this positively
affect the national economy?
In my opinion, the private sector
is currently very fragile. The state
should support the private sector
and give it space for investment.
But how can the private sector take
part in the development process
if the government is competing
against it? The state is competing
against the private sector through
treasury bills, for example, which
have reached approximately YR3.3
trillion (about $13.9 billion) in gov-
ernment investments. This money
ought to be invested in private sec-
tor industries, given that Yemen is
struggling with unemployment. Pri-
vate sector development has helped
strengthen economic growth in nu-
merous developing countries, such
as India, Korea, and Singapore, to
name a few.

Rather than helping the economy
and addressing unemployment,
the output of private and public
education is creating a burden for
the government. At the same time,
these [government] employees
are not productive, so the output
of education should keep up-to-
date with the labor market. There
should be community colleges and
technological institutes because the
skilled workforce will compete and
improve the future and strengthen
the economy. This skilled workforce
could be also marketed abroad.

How can the national currency
be stabilized during this tough
economic situation?

The Central Bank of Yemen has
managed to prevent speculation
and has created a balance between
supply and demand. There has also
been effective monitoring of banks
and exchange companies, and this
has played a large role in maintain-
ing a stable currency. In spite of
the armed conflicts since 2011, the
national currency remains stable.
Another factor is that the Central
Bank of Yemen funded Aden Refin-
eries to purchase fuel [from abroad]
because of attacks on oil pipelines.
Moreover, remittance payments
from Yemeni expats have helped
stabilize the currency.

How do attacks on electricity
and oil lines affect the national
economy?

The economy has received a big
blow, and there has been a decrease
in production, particularly in the
export sector. Oil production used
to make up 75 percent of Yemen’s
exports and provided the public
budget with hard currency. De-

creased production is the result of
attacks on the electricity and gas
pipelines. I blame the state for not
protecting these facilities. It is in
the absence of the state fulfilling its
role that such attacks occur. Yemen
loses about three billion dollars per
year because of attacks on oil and
gas pipelines and electricity towers.
This negatively affects the public
budget of the state, making it resort
to international loans and aid in or-
der to meet its citizens’ most basic
needs.

You have said Yemen’s econ-
omy is fragile. Is it because of
a lack of natural resources or
the absence of wise economic
policies?

I think it is inaccurate to say that
Yemen has no resources. The core
problem in Yemen is the manage-
ment of the country’s resources.
These resources are not handled
efficiently, and many of the rev-
enues aren’t monitored and end up
in the pockets of corrupt officials.
Monitoring authorities exist, but
they have proven ineffective. Those
working in these authorities have
a marginal role and receive fairly
high salaries themselves.

Yemen has a range of re-
sources that are not being exploited
to their full potential. We have oil
and gas, and if the state were to
invest in the production of petro-
chemicals [chemical products de-
rived from petroleum], the price of
one barrel would be $4,500, atleast.
The production process is costly,
it’s true, but there is still a benefit.
Yemen also has 2,500 kilometers of
coastline and numerous islands in
the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea.
There are 450 sea animals and crea-
tures in Yemen’s territorial waters,
but only 65 of these animals are
being exploited. It is thought that
this sector is the biggest economic
resource after gas and oil. We have
agriculture, as well as growing hu-
man resources—with quality edu-
cation and training, they could be
marketed abroad. We are the 160th
member of the World Trade Orga-
nization, and Yemen should benefit
from this. We don’t have to rely on
oil to have a strong economy.

As an economist, in your opin-
ion what urgent procedures
should decision-makers take
in order to avoid further eco-
nomic deterioration?

There need to be long and short-
term strategies. Short-term strat-
egies is must involve an effort to
establish stability and security, and
to restore the authority of the state.
Also, the state should protect the oil
facilities, and this is a short-term
strategy. In addition, we should fo-
cus on the resources we have in or-
der to improve [national] income.
The government should be serious
in absorbing aid from donor coun-
tries. We should be clear and honest
when dealing with the foreign aid

that donors pledged.

Why do you think the donors
have not fulfilled their pledges
to Yemen?

I think the donors are worried about
the situation in Yemen. It is also a
means to put pressure on the po-
litical elites to reconcile their differ-
ences. Otherwise, how would the
aid be absorbed? Most aid would
not be devoted to the economic and
development projects it’s intended
for. The government should regain
the trust of international donors,
and it should have strong strategies
in place with the help of local com-
munities.

How do you describe the in-
vestment environment in Ye-
men?

The security and economic situa-
tion is not stable, and investments
can not thrive in such an environ-
ment. Investors come to a stable
environment where they know
their rights will be guaranteed and
they can be confident of a return on
their investment. Now, there is no
talk about investment in Yemen.
The talk is about how Yemenis can
subsist. The problem in Yemen lies
with the political elites that have
caused this national crisis. If natu-
ral resources were appropriately
managed, Yemeni citizens would be
better off than their gulf counter-
parts.

The government and the presi-
dent both resigned. What does
this mean for Yemen’s future?
It has caused the situation to dete-
riorate even further. But in spite of
that we should remain optimistic.
We should not make people disap-
pointed and frustrated. The govern-
ment was really good, and we had
high hopes for it. It was better than
the previous governments. The few
days to come will clarify every thing.

How does the Houthi group af-
fect the national economy?
Any militant group which uses
violence triggers panic among citi-
zens, businessmen, investors, and
employees. Such consequences af-
fect the national economy, without
doubt. God willing, Yemenis will
overcome this situation.

What is your final word?

I want to tell Yemenis not to despair
because after difficulty there is re-
lief. Yemen is promising, and it will
not continue living under such hard
circumstances forever. Also, I want
to say we should not depend on for-
eign aid from international banks
and institutions. We should build
strong relations with foreign coun-
tries in order to help us take advan-
tage of our resources. We do not
want charity. We want them to help
us in the scientific and technologi-
cal fields and to train Yemenis. Ye-
men is rich with national resources,
and not just oil.
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diploma in marketing &
computer science,
experienced as an
operations officer,
treasurer and teacher.
Looking for any job that
requires English.
777004207

Female, BA in Arabic
literature, very good
written and spoken
French/English, seeks

»

Sana’a. She must be
able to speak English.
Send an email to
ccaruso87@yahoo.com,
mention your full name,
nationality, contact
teelphone, and how long

you have been in Yemen.

A Yemeni government
body wishes to hire a full
time media and PR
person. Candidates must
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nmaevan @yahoo. sfety, 2 years Gulf exp. elementary grades. » For Sale: Galaxy 3 | ¢ .
co.in ST _ . ontact Address:
in construction. Fluent and non-accented Sprint phones, brand [
» Male, hglds mgster jmlsalem@yahoo.com English language is new from USA for $200 |
degree in English and Teacher of math, physics required. Contact: or best offer. 773691845 |
ICDL in Compl:ter, :_ year and chemistry in English 733811430, 733406194. ) A comfortable modern I
Zcra);:;gcaeslr; ti?(():r Ic:]rg];or seeks work at school. En;]a"' emmass565@ car is available with its | Please cut this coupon and send it to
anv iob that reauires 735694439 ya 09-00”1 . English-speaking driver, | Yemen Times
Enéljish 77758(1166 Male, bachelor’s degree Required, experienced for fouring Sana'a. Call | Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
' ’ in English language, housemaid to work in Hashim at 736147911. L For more info. call 268661/2/3
CAR SHOWROOMS & SPARE PARTS Sheraton Hotel 01 237500 TRAVEL
Movenpick Hotel 01 546666
FORD/HYUNDAI 267791 Fax: 01 546000 Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080 Sheba Hotel 01 272372 02-221270
NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49 Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871 Falcon Holidays 444118
Sana’a: 400269 Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494 Falcon Business Center 446250
OPEL / GM 203075 Mercure Hotel 01-212544 Al-Nasim Travel 270750
SUZUKI 02 - 346000 Shammar Hotel 01-418546 Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
TOYOTA 445362/3 Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14 Qadas Fly 01-280777
Shahran Hotel 01-418320 Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6
COMPUTER EDUCATION
AND INSTITUTES INSURANCE COMPANIES UNIVERSITIES
Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire
Brigade 191,Water Problems 171, Telephone enquires Computer Education Aden: 02-237199 UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555 American World University, Rep.
118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs, 202544/7, Infinit Education 01-444553 Free Number: 800 55 55 by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 -
Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter- NIT Quality Computer Education 207025/26 Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.) 733061203 Fax: 535702

City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station 282061, Tourism 254032,

British Institute for languages & Computer

266222 - Fax: 514755

Sana’a 272713/874
Taiz 250029

Marib Insurance

Aden: 243490-242476
Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Sana’a: 206129/8/13

University of Applied and Social Science

Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441,

Aden: 234533 / 234960

Queen rwa University

Aden: 255668 Sana’a University

Tel: 449971/2
Tel: 250553/4/5

%} Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
= Tel. 264775, 264702
Fax. 264703, 503350

Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial Bank Tel: 01277224
Fax: 277291
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451
Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309

Aden: 02 245625

TV Station 332001/2, Red Crescent 203131/3, Tel- YALI 01-448039
Yemen 7522202, Y .net 7522227 ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
AIRLINES [V 01-441036
Horizon 01-448573
Continental Airline 278668/283082
Egypt Air 273452/275061
Gulf Air PNYB COURIERS |
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8 FedEc.
Elt;h;‘)‘i:a‘fways 8i:ﬁ§;§g Sana’a 01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3 Hodiadh 03 226 975 Taiz 04 205 780
DHL 01 441096/7/8
BANKS
Q‘ Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 Al-Nada Center for General Services
Fax:260824 Tel: 967 1 431339
02 - 270347 Fax: 431340
fax 02 - 237824 alnada2 @yemen .net.ye

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
01 531221/531231

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link 01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division

01-441126

Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3

World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299
Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene @hotmail.com Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000
HOTELS
Royal Crown Hotel & Suites

01406661 406681

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40

Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2

Taiz:240927/34 Alandalus University Tel: 675567
Hodeidah: 219545/8 Fax: 675885
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
Sana’a 284193, 5 lines
Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280 Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Yemen Insurance company Ministry of Public Works and Highways
Sana’a: 272806/ 272962/43, 01-545132
Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345, Ministry of Awgqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17 Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
Aman Insurance 01-214093 01-535031
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2 Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Fax: 448339 Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance
01-294579
Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation
Tel: 01 505290 01-282963
01 266375 Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour
Fax:01 267619 01-262809
Manabu Japanese Chef’s Restaurant Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
417391 Ministry of Public Health and Population
My Pie 431999 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
BT Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433 Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals
Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225 01-202309
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2 Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Fax 370193 Ministry of Transport 01-260900
International Turkish Schools Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593 Ministry of Communications and
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159 Information Technology 01-331460
Manarat Schools 01-410011 Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Al-Jandul Supermarket. 01-422610 Ministry of Education 01-252732
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment
Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-French 01-418289
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian- Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

Turkish-Eriterea-Ambharic. Tel: 01-240515
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The path to reform in Bahrain

By Ali Alaswad
I LSE Middle East Centre Blog

First published Jan. 27

n a political level

Bahrain’s 2014 par-

liamentary elections

were meaningless.

Less than half of
the local population voted in an
ineffectual and unconvincing new
parliament that continues to have
no real power. Yet, its significance
as a marker for the authorities in
Bahrain to abandon any pretense
of reform, and move directly into a
security confrontation, can not be
underestimated.

The elections of last November
could not have come soon enough
for Bahrain’s power yielding hard-
liners. For at least two years, there
was a growing feeling that a key
strategy of the leadership was to

delay any substantive reform pro-
gram, and wait for the election to
be over. Thereby using the election
as a show of reform and openness
to appease the international com-
munity, but without ever having to
make any solid changes.

Worryingly the strategy seems
to have worked, with international
governments showing support for
the electoral process, including the
UK ambassador visiting polling sta-
tions and the embassy’s twitter ac-
count live tweeting throughout the
day. The plan to portray the opposi-
tion as “rejectionists” and rally their
international allies around this no-
tion was a clever one. For the alter-
native would have been an equally
limited choice for the opposition,
being forced to rejoin a parliament
we had resigned from, yet remain-
ing as weak as the day we left.

With the new parliament only

days previously sworn in and con-
fident from their newfound in-
ternational backing, the Bahraini
authorities began a fresh wave of
repression in an attempt to crush
dissent once and for all. For the
first real time since the uprising of
2011 began our society, Al-Wefaq,
has come under direct attack. This
began at the end of October with
the announced three-month sus-
pension of Al Wefaq, although this
was later overturned, the threat of
suspension or shutting down alto-
gether remains. At the end of 2014
Sheikh Ali Salman, Al-Wefaq’s sec-
retary general, was arrested and will
stand trial at the end of this month,
whilst the leader of Al-Wefaq’s
Shura Council, Sayed Jameel Kad-
hem, was sentenced to six months
in prison for a tweet.

There is no coincidence between
this aggressive targeting of Al-We-
faq and the end of the
elections. It is more
than simply a punish-
ment for boycotting
the vote, it is the cul-
mination of a long-
term strategy to first
ride-out the protests
and then crush them.

Yet, it is not all plain
sailing for the authori-
ties, with the attacks
on Al-Wefaq stir-
ring renewed protest.
Sheikh Ali Salman is
an immensely popu-
lar leader and the re-
sponse from the local
community has been
uproar. Regular pro-
tests have taken on a
fresh impetus and the
people of Bahrain are
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refusing to be silenced.

This leaves Bahrain in a contin-
ued state of instability and what
the democracy-seeking people of
Bahrain have proven is that they
will not stop demanding their rights
until they are achieved. The three-
month period of martial law in 2011
failed to crush this movement, and
any renewed attempts at repressing
its way out of the crisis will prove
unfruitful for Bahrain’s authorities.

The only possible path towards
stability is a genuine and clear re-
form proposal, leading towards a
real constitutional monarchy and
delivered in partnership with the
opposition. This needs to be under-
stood unequivocally by all sections
of the Bahraini ruling family, but
also its international allies.

Getting behind a reform program
can deliver the stability for Bahrain
that is so necessary in this time of
upheaval across the region. Repres-
sion is not the answer and if Bah-
rain continues its post-election at-
tacks on Al-Wefaq, the likelihood
is a perpetual crisis with no end in
sight. It is never too late, though,
and it must start with the immedi-
ate release of Sheikh Ali Salman
and the introduction of a real politi-
cal negotiation for the future of the
nation.
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6 Petrochemical plants, refineries.

6 Heavy, light industrial plants.

6 Power and desalination plants.

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

@ Oil fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

6 Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

\% CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
) GROUP S.A.L OFFSHORE (CCC)

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

@ Offshore structures and underwater works.

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

@ Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.

6 Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

e High quality buildings & sports complexes.

6 Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

Ali Alaswad is a member of Al We-
faq National Islamic Society and a
former MP. He resigned from par-
liament in February 2011, along
with his 17 other colleagues in pro-
test at the crackdown against de-

mocracy demonstrations. He left
Bahrain during the period of mar-
tial law after threats were made
against him. He currently resides
in London, with his family, where
he continues his efforts to advocate
democratic change in Bahrain.
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