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SANA’A, Feb. 4—After two
months without pay, public sec-
tor media employees protested in
front of the Central Bank of Yemen
(CBY) on Tuesday morning to de-
mand their salaries.

Around 100 protestors gath-
ered in front of the CBY after the
bank’s governor, Mohamed Awad
Bin Hummam, refused to release
funds for public media employees’
salaries.

The governor’s refusal came in
VSLWH�RI�DQ�ṘFLDO�PHPRUDQGXP�RQ�
Jan. 1 from the General Television
and Radio Corporation demand-
ing that the necessary funds be
released. The Ministry of Finance
had also taken steps to enforce the
release of funds on Jan. 25, but to
no avail.

Jamal Al-Hammadi, who heads
the corporation’s television sec-
tor, held a meeting in mid-January
with Bin Hummam to discuss the
matter. According to Al-Hammadi,
the governor claimed the CBY “has
QR�FDVK�ÀRZ�DQG�WKH�FXUUHQW�VLWX-
ation in the country obligates em-

ployees to be patient and endure.”
It is mainly contracted employ-

ees, who constitute around 40

percent of the public media labor
IRUFH�� ZKR� KDYH� EHHQ� D̆HFWHG� E\�
the delays. Salaried workers have

had payments for overtime work
withheld, but contractors have
received no income whatsoever
since December.

Employees of Yemen TV chan-
nel have gone without pay for
even longer, having still not been
paid for the month of November.

Tents have also been set up in
front of public media headquar-
ters by contractors demanding to
be hired as full-time employees.
Erected over four months ago,
many of the tents remain in place.

The General TV and Radio Cor-
poration employs 2,870 full time
employees in addition to 1,400
contracted workers, according to
the corporation’s records.

Abdulrahman Al-Bukari, who
heads the Visual Media Union,
said the current political situa-
tion has nothing to do with the
delayed payments. He said steps

to escalate the protest will be taken
if the protestors’ demands are not
met, and that employees will take
to the air and voice their griev-
ances on television and radio. The
union, which was established in
2012, represents all public media
employees.

After more than two months,
many protesters are questioning
how they can be expected to “be
patient and endure” any longer.

Asad Humaid, a contracted em-
ployee at the Al-Iman TV channel,
said he received a summons from
the police because he has been un-
able to pay his rent. He lives with
his wife and children, and said his
landlord has threatened to evict
them.

CBY Governor Bin Hummam
could not be contacted for com-
ment, and when the Yemen Times
visited the CBY its journalist was
turned away from the building by
Houthi popular committee mem-
bers guarding its entrance.
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Protests by state media
employees escalate

Three US drone strikes in eight days
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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 3—Yemeni Security
and Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-
VXOD��$4$3��VRXUFHV�KDYH�FRQ¿UPHG�
a drone strike killed three on Mon-
day in Al-Baida governorate, central
Yemen.

According to a source from AQAP,
who refers to himself as Abu Turab
Al-Maribi, three AQAP members
were killed on Monday evening
when their vehicle was hit by two
missiles.

The attack took place in Wadi
Baihan on a road near the village of
Maswara, within Sabah district of
central Al-Baida.

Amongst the dead was Saif Al-
Humaiqani, a commander in charge
RI�D�JURXS�RI����¿JKWHUV��DFFRUGLQJ�
to Al-Maribi. The Toyota Hilux they
were driving was completely de-
stroyed in the strike, he added.

This account of events was con-
¿UPHG� E\�$O�%DLGD¶V� VHFXULW\� FKLHI��
Colonel Najem Al-Din Harash, who
said the three victims were all AQAP
operatives.

Monday’s attack was the third
drone strike in just over a week,
bringing the death toll to nine.

Three were killed on Jan. 26 when

a drone targeted a vehicle in Marib
JRYHUQRUDWH��FDUU\LQJ�WZR�FRQ¿UPHG�
AQAP militants and a 13-year-old
boy. Three suspected militants were
killed in Shabwa governorate on
Jan. 31.

The attacks come after US Presi-
dent Barack Obama pledged to con-
tinue the drone campaign in Yemen,
regardless of the political situation
in the country.

Speaking at a joint press confer-
ence with India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi on
Jan. 25, he said it was a “priority…
to maintain our counter-terrorism
pressure on Al-Qaeda in Yemen and
we have been doing that.”

“We continue to go after high
value targets inside of Yemen and
we will continue to maintain the
pressure that is required to keep the
American people safe,” he said.

Abdulrahman Barman, a lawyer
working with the National Organiza-
tion for Defending Rights and Free-
doms (HOOD) in Sana’a, says US
attacks were coordinated with na-
tional intelligence under President
Hadi’s direction, but claims Houthi
ṘFLDOV�KDYH�EHHQ�SURYLGLQJ�$PHU-
icans with information since the
government resigned on Jan. 22.

The Houthis are willing to coop-
erate with the Americans, Barman
said, “in exchange for allowing [the
Houthis] to control Yemen.”

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
EHU� LQ� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH�
in Sana’a, refutes these claims. He
told the Yemen Times his group
“condemns US operations in Yemen
and any violation of Yemeni sover-
eignty,” and said they are pressur-
ing the National Security  Bureau
to withhold intelligence from the
Americans.

“We are well aware that US drone
strikes do not target Al-Qaeda mem-
bers exclusively, but other people for
political reasons as well,” he added.
“This is helping spread support for
Al-Qaeda. Yemenis sympathize with
the group when they see their broth-
ers getting killed by Americans.”

As evidence to support his claims,
Al-Bukhaiti cited a BBC Arabic ar-
ticle published on Jan. 31 which said
WKH�86�JRYHUQPHQW�LV�IDFLQJ�GL̇FXO-
WLHV�REWDLQLQJ�LQWHOOLJHQFH��³86�Ṙ-
FLDOV�FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�WKHVH�GL̇FXOWLHV�
are increasing after the Houthis took

control of important sections of the
security forces in Yemen,” the article
read.

When questioned on the legal-
ity of America’s ongoing opera-
tions, Mohammad Al-Qawli, head
of Yemen’s National Drone Victims
Foundation, said US drone strikes
have always constituted a violation
of Yemeni sovereignty, with or with-
out government approval.

The fact that drone strikes have
continued since President Hadi’s
resignation on Jan. 22 reveals how
irrelevant government consent is,
according to Al-Qawli.

“Any attack on Yemeni citizens by
US drones constitutes extra-judicial
killing, and all citizens, even those
who are guilty, should be tried in Ye-
men’s courts,” he said.

The National Drone Victims
Foundation claims over 200 people
have been killed in 40 drone strikes
over the past year. The UK-based
Bureau of Investigative Journal-
LVP�KDV�FRQ¿UPHG��������GHDWKV�LQ�
2014, resulting from 13 to 18 drone
strikes.
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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Feb. 3—Mohammad Al-

Musawa, a lawyer and prominent 

Houthi supporter, was killed in Ibb 

city on Tuesday afternoon by mem-

bers of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 

Peninsula (AQAP).

$UPHG�PHQ�RQ�D�PRWRUF\FOH�¿UHG�
at Al-Musawa as he was leaving his 

house on 30-Meter Street in central 

Ibb city, according to Fawaz Iskan-

dar, director of the Criminal Inves-

tigation Bureau in Ibb governorate. 

Preliminary investigations re-

YHDOHG� ¿YH� EXOOHW� ZRXQGV� FDXVHG�
by a single weapon, according to Is-

kandar, who said the killing carried 

the hallmarks of an attack by AQAP.

Al-Musawa had also received 

death threats from AQAP members 

a month before his assassination, 

according to Iskandar. 

2QFH� WKH�GLUHFWRU�RI� OHJDO� D̆DLUV�
at the Central Organization for Con-

trol and Auditing (COCA) in Ibb, 

Al-Musawa was a known Houthi 

supporter who had worked on legal 

cases for the group over a ten-year 

period.

Hassan Zaid, the general sec-

retary of the Al-Haq party, which 

has close ties to the Houthis, con-

demned the killing in a public state-

ment released on Tuesday. He said 

Al-Musawa had been “killed by 

back-stabbing treacherous crimi-

nals,” and that he was an innocent 

victim who had left politics 20 years 

ago. 

AQAP sources have since con-

¿UPHG� WKHLU� LQYROYHPHQW� LQ� WKH�
killing. Speaking with the Yemen 

Times, a source within the group 

claimed Al-Musawa was “an impor-

tant Houthi member in Ibb gover-

norate” and that Houthi leaders 

often gathered at his house “to plan 

their operations.”

The assassination of Al-Musawa 

came two days after the killing of 

a prominent Houthi leader in the 

governorate, Abu Abdullah Al-

Ayani. AQAP have also claimed re-

sponsibility for his assassination on 

Feb. 1. 

Ali Al-Qahoom, a member of the 

+RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH�� FDOOHG� $O�
Musawa’s murder “a huge loss for 

the group” and said that he was an 

important legal aid. 

Al-Qahoom referred to AQAP as 

a “branch of US intelligence” and 

claimed it was bent on “destabiliz-

ing and confusing the situation in 

Yemen… in order to persuade the 

people that Houthis are incapable 

of maintaining security.”
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Ali Aboluhom

SANA’A, Feb. 4—Follow-

ing clashes on Tuesday between 

+RXWKLV� DQG� 6DOD¿V� DW� D� PRVTXH�
in Mabar city, Dhamar governor-

ate, the situation has calmed and 

sources from both parties told the 

Yemen Times it was a misunder-

standing. 

On Tuesday morning an un-

known man on a motorbike threw 

a bomb at a vehicle occupied by 

Houthi popular committee mem-

bers, local journalist Abdullah 

Qabel told the Yemen Times. Five 

Houthis were injured in the blast. 

7KH�SHUSHWUDWRU�ÀHG�WR�WKH�QHDU-
by Al-Banoos mosque, which is as-

VRFLDWHG� ZLWK� 6DOD¿V�� 4DEHO� VDLG��
According to him, some popular 

committee members chased the 

suspect, who ran into the mosque.

“Minutes later, clashes broke out 

EHWZHHQ� 6DOD¿V� DQG� +RXWKLV� QHDU�
the mosque which left one of the 

6DOD¿V�LQMXUHG�´�KH�VDLG��7KH�FODVK-

es lasted for around an hour before 

ERWK�VLGHV�DJUHHG�WR�D�FHDVH¿UH��
The Houthis appear to have tar-

geted the mosque because they as-

VXPHG�WKH�PDQ�ZDV�ḊOLDWHG�ZLWK�
WKH� 6DOD¿V�� DV� KH� HQWHUHG� D� 6DOD¿�
mosque, Qabel said. The perpetra-

WRU�ÀHG�RXW� WKH�EDFN�GRRU� DQG� UH-

mains at large.

A security source in Mabar city, 

speaking to the Yemen Times on 

condition of anonymity, said the 

man who threw the bomb is still at 

large and an investigation is under-

way.

After contacting members of 

the popular committee in Mabar, 

prominent Houthi activist Hussein 

Al-Bukhaiti told the Yemen Times 

their version of events: “Al-Banoos 

0RVTXH�� ZKLFK� EHORQJV� WR� 6DOD¿V��
was targeted by the popular com-

mittee, thinking the man was holed 

up inside. But when the popular 

committee realized that the man 

was not in there, they apologized to 

WKH�6DOD¿V�IRU�WKH�DWWDFN�´�

$O�%XNKDLWL� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW� WKH�
+RXWKLV�¿UHG�¿UVW��DQG�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�
6DOD¿V�DW�WKH�PRVTXH�DFFHSWHG�WKH�
Houthis’ apology.

0RKDPPDG� $O�(PDP�� D� 6DOD¿�
sheikh in Mabar, said media out-

lets often create unnecessary hype 

about the relationship between 

+RXWKLV�DQG�6DOD¿V�LQ�WKH�FLW\��+H�
FRQ¿UPHG� WKH� YHUVLRQ� RI� HYHQWV�
given by Qabel and the Houthis, 

VD\LQJ� ³WKH� JXQ¿UH� HQGHG� RQFH�
Houthis understood the situation.”

“We live in peace with Houthis 

since we signed the agreement of 

brotherhood last year,” he said, 

referring to the Coexistence and 

Brotherhood Agreement signed be-

tween the two parties on June 26, 

2014. The agreement was signed 

following months of sporadic 

clashes that left dozens killed on 

either side.

The clashes on Tuesday were 

WKH� ¿UVW� VLQFH� WKH� DJUHHPHQW� ZDV�
signed, according to Qabel. 

6DOD¿V� DQG� +RXWKLV� KDYH� EHHQ�
living peacefully in the area “for 

ages,” says Ahmed Al-Masqari, who 

was until two months ago the man-

DJHU�RI�WKH�VHFXULW\�ṘFH�LQ�-DKUDQ�
district, which includes Mabar city. 

³+RXWKLV�DQG�6DOD¿V�KHUH�UHVROYH�
the problems they face through 

peaceful talk and mediation. I hope 

all Yemeni people model them-

VHOYHV�DIWHU�+RXWKLV�DQG�6DOD¿V� LQ�
Mabar in terms of co-existence.” 

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki 

SANA’A, Feb. 4—Tribesmen al-

legedly backed by Al-Qaeda in the 

Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) fought 

security forces Tuesday evening in 

Al-Qatan district of Wadi Hadra-

mout. 

7KH� ¿YH�KRXU� EDWWOH� OHIW� WKUHH�
militants dead and four security 

forces injured, according to Mo-

KDPPDG� $O�6KXP�� DQ� ṘFHU� LQ�
the 135th Infantry Brigade, locat-

ed in the districts of Seyoun and 

Al-Qatan in Hadramout. 

Abdulrahman Al-Marwani, a 

resident of Al-Qatan, said military 

deployments had increased in the 

district and that locals are fearful 

of renewed clashes. He said AQAP 

militants maintain a strong pres-

ence in the area.

“We see the men [from AQAP] at 

night in mosques and sometimes 

we see them meeting at houses, 

DQG� WKH\� KDQG� RXW� À\HUV� LQYLWLQJ�
us to join Al-Qaeda,” he said. 

Following the clashes, reports 

circulated that armed Houthis, 

disguised as Special Security Forc-

es, have been entering Hadramout 

governorate since Monday. 

Local journalist Mohammad 

Ahmed Bahaddad told the Ye-

men Times that Houthi militants 

dressed in military uniforms had 

arrived at Mukalla airport. He 

said they were “pretending to be 

Special Security Forces” and were 

moving towards Al-Qatan. 

“They are noticeable because of 

their lack of organization and be-

FDXVH� WKH\� ORRN� GL̆HUHQW²ZH� DUH�
familiar with special forces based 

in the governorate,” he explained.

However, no evidence has been 

provided to support these claims 

and both the Houthis and the Spe-

cial Security Forces have denied 

them.

“Those reports are complete-

ly false—if we wanted to enter 

Hadramout we would do so with-

out hiding in military uniforms,” 

Ali Al-Qahoom, a member of the 

+RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH�� WROG� WKH�
Yemen Times. 

Al-Qahoom added that Houthi 

militias would not hesitate to en-

ter a governorate if it is believed 

to harbor AQAP members, and 

that Hadramout “has thousands of 

[Houthi] supporters who are will-

ing to do anything for the group.”

Local resident, Hassab Abdullah 

Bahaj, said he and his neighbors 

are worried about the prospect of 

Houthi divisions mobilizing in the 

area. 

³,I� WKH� +RXWKLV� FRPH� WR� ¿JKW�
Al-Qaeda, we fear they will turn 

+DGUDPRXW� LQWR� D� EDWWOH¿HOG� OLNH�
in Rada’a,” he said, referring to 

widespread violence that followed 

the Houthis’ move into Rada’a dis-

trict in Al-Baida governorate on 

Oct. 17, 2014. 

)DZD]�$O�6LOPL��DQ�ṘFHU�LQ�WKH�
Special Security Forces Command 

in the capital Sana’a, has also dis-

missed the reports. “News about 

Houthis masquerading as special 

forces is not true, we would not al-

low that to happen,” he said. 

The 135th Infantry Brigade was 

relocated from Lahj governorate in 

July of 2014. Its troops participat-

ed in the war against the Houthis 

in Sada’a governorate from 2004 

to 2010, before being relocated to 

$GHQ�DQG�WKHQ�LQWR�$E\DQ�WR�¿JKW�
Al-Qaeda in 2012.

Last August, AQAP forces at-

tacked Al-Qatan city, temporarily 

taking control of its public institu-

tions, the Special Security Forces 

camp, and the local Security De-

partment. 

Khalid Al-Karimi   

SANA’A, Feb. 3—Armed Houthis 

broke into the house of retired mili-

WDU\�ṘFHU�0RKVHQ�.KDVURI� LQ� WKH�
capital city on Monday, looking for 

KLV�VRQ�6KDGL�.KDVURI��ZKR�SOD\V�D�
leading role in anti-Houthi protests.

“Four armed Houthis entered 

the house on Monday, searching 

for Shadi. Shadi had left the house 

in the morning to Sana’a Univer-

sity, where he is teaching political 

science. The armed men stayed, 

thinking he was hiding somewhere 

inside,” the father said told the Ye-

men Times. “They searched every 

single corner of the house.”

Shadi is the head of the Rejection 

Movement in Sana’a which was es-

tablished on Dec. 22 by a number of 

students, activists, and other citi-

zens who have taken part in orga-

nizing anti-Houthi protests in the 

capital city.

The movement publicly denounc-

es human rights violations com-

mitted by members of the Houthi 

movement since it took over the 

capital city on Sept. 21 last year. 

On Jan. 25 and 26 student pro-

tests were violently crushed by 

Houthis and a number of peaceful 

activists were arrested.

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� 0RKVHQ� .KDVURI��
the four Houthi men stayed in the 

house until 12:30 p.m. waiting for 

Shadi to return. He claimed that the 

+RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH� VWHSSHG� LQ�
trying to convince the four men to 

leave. “Members of the Houthi Po-

OLWLFDO�2̇FH�FDOOHG�WKH�PLOLWDQWV�DQG�
asked them to go.” The militants al-

legedly responded “we do not know 

WKH�SROLWLFDO�ṘFH��:H�ZDQW�6KDGL�´
On Wednesday the Yemen Times 

contacted Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti 

and Ali Al-Qahoom, who are both 

members of the Houthi Political Of-

¿FH� LQ� 6DQD¶D�� 7KH\� GHQLHG� KDYLQJ�
any knowledge of Shadi’s case.

Hussein Al-Bukhaiti, a promi-

nent Houthi activist, explained his 

opposition to the crackdown on 

anti-Houthi protestors. “Everyone 

has the right to express his opin-

ion. One important demand of the 

people is the freedom of expression. 

I can not justify using violence in 

order to silence others’ voices,” he 

said. 

Since leaving home on Monday, 

Shadi has not returned, his father 

told the Yemen Times on Wednes-

day. Shadi’s father and members of 

the Rejection Movement said they 

do not know about Shadi’s where-

abouts.  

Muhammad Abdulmoghni, a stu-

dent at Sana’a University who  per-

sonally knows Shadi, said, “He is 

my friend. I’ve known him since the 

2011 uprising. I do not know where 

he is. He is hiding I think.”

Husam Radfan, also a student 

at Sana’a University who took part 

in previous protests organized by 

the Rejection Movement, is not 

surprised that Houthis broke into 

Shadi’s house. “The Houthi group 

is using violence to silence those 

opposing them. This policy will not 

help them and will not silence us,” 

he said. 

On Dec. 20, the Houthi group 

arrested Shadi during anti-Houthi 

protests in Sana’a. Eight hours lat-

er, he was released. Following his 

release, Shadi spoke to the indepen-

dent Al-Ahali newspaper, disclosing 

the details of his detention. “They 

blindfolded me and took me to an 

unknown place… Once I arrived, 

Houthi individuals started ques-

tioning me about the protest,” the 

newspaper quoted Shadi as saying.

6DOD¿�+RXWKL�FODVKHV�D�
PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ

&ODVKHV�LQ�
+DGUDPRXW�OHDYH�
WKUHH�GHDG

+RXWKLV�EUHDN�LQWR�DFWLYLVW¶V�KRPH

&RUUHFWLRQ��
,Q� DQ� DUWLFOH� WLWOHG� �1HLJKERUKRRG� ,QWHUQHW�
KRWVSRWV��SXEOLVKHG�LQ�LVVXH������RQ�-DQ������LW�ZDV�
VDLG�WKDW�WKH�VSHHG�RI�WKH�JROGHQ�OLQH�LV�IRXU�JLJD�
E\WHV�� ,W� VKRXOG�KDYH�UHDG� WKDW� LW� LV� IRXU�PHJDELWV�
SHU�VHFRQG�

+RXWKL�ODZ\HU�DVVDVVLQDWHG�LQ�,EE

This infographic was published by AQAP on its Twitter handle on 
Jan. 24. The group claims in the previous three months it carried out 
205 operations in 11 governorates.

AQAP members and security forces clashed in Al-Qatan district.
The Coexistence and Brotherhood Agreement was signed between 
+RXWKL�DQG�6DOD¿�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�LQ�'KDPDU�RQ�-XQH����������

Shadi Khasrof (pictured) is the head of the anti-Houthi Rejection 
0RYHPHQW��+H�ZDV�NLGQDSSHG�E\�WKH�JURXS�RQ�'HF�����DQG�LQWHUUR-
gated before being released. His current whereabouts are unknown.
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6HQLRU�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�2IÀFHU
(Social Fund for Development “SFD”)

Job Summary 
Working as a member of the Monitoring and Evaluation Team, and under the supervision of the 
8QLW�+HDG��8+���WKH�6HQLRU�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�2IÀFHU��

Primary Duties or Responsibilities
���:RUNV�ZLWK�WKH�6)'·V�PDQDJHPHQW�WR�GHÀQH�RYHUDOO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�REMHFWLYHV�DQG�GUDIW�DQ�

annual plan based on SFD’s targeted audiences’ needs.
2) Communicates with SFD various units and branches to solicit communication materials and 

messages.
3) Maintains a list of SFD’s upcoming, current and completed activities to keep the SFD’s 

website and communication materials updated.
4) Co-ordinates, writes and manages the design, editing, printing and dissemination of 

promotional materials such as press releases, brochures, reports, newsletters and others. 
5) Participates in producing SFD’s Annual Report.
6) Disseminates SFD news to its audiences via various media channels including social media, 

website, exhibitions, workshops and others.
���,Q�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�ZLWK�6)'�PDQDJHPHQW��FRRUGLQDWHV�6)'·V�SUHVHQFH�DW�H[KLELWLRQV��LGHQWLÀHV�

suitable opportunities and represents SFD as necessary.
8)  Develops and maintains relationships with specialized media.
9) Establishes monitoring mechanisms to ensure that dissemination channels are reaching their 
LGHQWLÀHG�WDUJHW�DXGLHQFHV�

10) Keeps SFD up to date with current developments within the key development activities.
����1HWZRUNV�DQG�VKDUHV�NQRZOHGJH�ZLWK�PHGLD�DQG�,QIRUPDWLRQ�2IÀFHUV�DQG�RWKHU�FRXQWHUSDUWV�

in the country; creates opportunities for dissemination in newsletters, web sites, discussion 
OLVWV��HWF���IROORZV�XS�RQ�PHGLD�UHTXHVWV�DQG�RFFDVLRQDOO\�FROODERUDWHV�ZLWK�SDUWQHUV�WR�ÀOO�
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Education 
1. University degree in Communications, Public Relations, Journalism or equivalent. 
2. At least 5 years working experience in development agencies
3. Excellent academic record.
4. Good communication skills in both English and Arabic.
5. Edits and rewrites materials for different audiences.
6. Understands and applies communication and advocacy techniques including websites and 

social media.
���*RRG�FRPPDQG�LQ�0LFURVRIW�2IÀFH�DSSOLFDWLRQV�

Acceptable candidates have to pass an English written exam before being shortlisted to the 
interview.

,QWHUHVWHG�FDQGLGDWHV�VKRXOG�PHQWLRQ�WKH�SRVW�WLWOH�LQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�OLQH�DQG�VXEPLW�WKHLU�DSSOLFDWLRQ�
E\�HPDLO�WR��hr@sfd-yemen.org  before February 14,2015. Applications received after the closing 
date will not be considered. Only short- listed candidates will be contacted for interviews.
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The United States and its 
European partners must 
have breathed a sigh of 
relief over the smooth 
succession in Saudi 

Arabia following the death of King 
Abdullah on Jan. 22. Within hours, 
the royal household announced that 
Crown Prince Salman was the new 
king. The quick settlement silenced 
all observers who had anticipated 
power struggles within the house 

of Saud and gave reassuring signals 
that it’s business as usual in the most 
important kingdom for the strate-
gic interests of the United States 
and its partners. Yet, the United 
States must not become complacent 
over the many challenges facing its 
troubled relations with the house of 
Saud over the coming years.
7KH� ¿UVW� FKDOOHQJH� VWHPV� IURP�

the United States’ increasing close-
ness to Saudi Arabia’s archenemy 
and rival, namely Iran. Despite re-
assurances that the United States 
remains the most loyal guarantor 
of Saudi security and interests, its 

developing relations with 
Iran is always interpreted 
as a sign of abandonment 
by past and present Saudi 
monarchs. Neither de-
ceased King Abdullah nor 
current King Salman dem-
onstrated willingness to 
accept the United States’ 
VXSHU¿FLDO�UDSSURFKHPHQW�
with Iran, simply because 
the Saudis had got used 
to being the main and 
only US partner in the re-
gion, following the Iranian 
Revolution in 1979 and 
increasingly so after the 
Arab uprisings.

If the United States had 
gradually gone beyond the 
1979 US-Iranian fallout 
and the US hostage crisis 
in Tehran after the revo-
lution, the Saudis have 
locked themselves into a 
long rivalry with Iran and 
developed hostilities that 
cannot be easily over-
come. They were driven 
by a simple logic that they 
can replace Iran as the 
main force in the region, 
and built this logic on sec-
tarian rather than politi-
cal considerations. Once 
FRQÀLFWV� DUH� FORWKHG� LQ�
sectarian garb, it becomes 
LQFUHDVLQJO\� GL̇FXOW� IRU�
the Saudis to change or 

reverse policies. Of course the Sau-
dis can initiate clandestine relations 
and reconciliation with Iran, but 
they risk losing face among their 
domestic constituency and other 
anti-Iranian forces in the Arab re-
gion.

Any Saudi rapprochement with 
Iran will automatically be interpret-
ed as a sign of Saudi defeat and Ira-
nian triumph. This zero-sum game 
is thoroughly entrenched in Saudi 
Arabia and the rest of the Arab 
world. Negotiation and compromise 
have both disappeared in foreign re-
lations and political practices. The 
domestic and regional polarization 
has gone too far, thus leaving little 
URRP�IRU�SROLWLFV�DV�D�¿HOG�GULYHQ�E\�
both competition and negotiation 
rather than utter victory or defeat.

The Saudis would need to invest 
great energy in explaining their 
policy change toward Iran and 
demonstrate the gains that follow 
such a turn. They have to convince 
their constituency that Saudi Ara-
bia’s national interest is enhanced 
by a reconciliation with Iran, for 
instance the containment of the 
Shias in the Eastern Province, and 
the resolution of the Syrian, Iraqi 
DQG� <HPHQL� FRQÀLFWV�� 7KH� WHQVH�
Saudi-Iranian relations have fu-
HOOHG�WKHVH�FRQÀLFWV��DQG�WKHUH�LV�QR�
sign on the horizon that they will 
be resolved in the near future. In 
fact, all signs point in the opposite 
direction, especially with the recent 
Iranian gains after the Houthis es-
tablished their precarious rule over 
northern Yemen, where Saudi Ara-
bia had enjoyed unrivaled hegemo-
ny since the 1930s.

The United States may not be un-
der such pressure to explain its new 
reconciliatory policies toward Iran, 
but the Saudis wanted and still 
want a complete triumph over Iran. 
7KH�ÀH[LELOLW\�RI�6DXGL�IRUHLJQ�SROL-
FLHV� RYHU� RWKHU� FRQÀLFWV� GRHV� QRW�
seem to be apparent here, especially 
when Iran is seen as continuing to 
expand in Saudi Arabia’s backyard. 
The feeling is rather uncomfortable 

inside Saudi Arabia, as it is now 
encircled by Iran from the north—
in Syria, Lebanon and Iraq—with 
RQO\�OLWWOH�-RUGDQ�DFWLQJ�DV�D�EX̆HU�
zone, and from the south in Yemen. 
King Salman must convince the re-
gion and his domestic constituency 
that a possible reconciliation with 
Iran will help Saudi Arabia regain 
LWV�YDQLVKLQJ�VSKHUH�RI�LQÀXHQFH�LQ�
those areas of the Arab world where 
it had enjoyed undisputed suprem-
acy. Saudi Arabia may continue to 
pour resources in the hot spots but 
in addition to draining its massive 
oil wealth reserves, the policy has so 
far proved to yield bad or little gain. 
With oil prices sinking to a record 
low, Saudis may begin to ask un-
comfortable questions about their 
EDG�LQYHVWPHQWV�LQ�FRQÀLFWV�VXFK�DV�
the one in Syria and Yemen. While 
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LV�PRUH�ÀH[LEOH�RQ�
the Iranian reconciliation, the Sau-
dis—its most important partner—
do not seem to be ready to change 
simply because the stakes are so 
high for the Saudi leadership. The 
new king may put the United States 
under new pressures to choose be-
tween him and Iran, if US partner-
ship with the Saudis is to continue. 
Alternatively, the United States 
must work harder to push for a de-
tente between the two rival powers 
under its umbrella.

Besides this foreign policy chal-
lenge, the United States will face 
another tricky and complex issue 
related to its partnership with a 
regime that is increasingly seen as 
an anachronism, especially its un-
changing abysmal record on human 
rights. The United States must ex-
plain to Americans how it is going to 
defeat the Islamic State (IS) in Iraq 
and Syria when its most important 
SDUWQHU�LQ�WKLV�FRQÀLFW�KDV�VR�PXFK�
in common with the declared en-
emy. Contrary to common wisdom, 
Saudi Arabia is not a medieval the-
ocracy but a modern state endowed 
with incredible resources that allow 
it to control the lives of its citizens in 
unsavory ways. From surveillance 

and abuse of human rights to pub-
lic beheadings and lashings, not to 
mention the severe restrictions on 
freedom of speech and association 
and the total absence of political 
representation, Saudi Arabia must 
be on top of the list of regimes that 
ordinary Americans abhor. Previ-
ously, various US administrations 
did not come under great pres-
sure to explain its partnership with 
Saudi Arabia, but now ordinary 
Americans are fully aware of the 
Saudi domestic situation, thanks to 
the proliferation of media, pressure 
groups and global civil society.

Of course, the US administration 
can continue to ignore local opin-
ions pressurizing it to act and push 
Saudis toward real domestic politi-
cal change. But for how long? The 
US relationship with Saudi Arabia 
survived the 9/11 attacks, leaving 
behind unsettled issues and un-
answered questions. Like his pre-
decessors, US President Barack 
Obama preferred to manage the re-
lationship with Saudi Arabia rather 
than rock the boat. His overture 
toward Iran must be understood as 
one way of diversifying American 
partners in the region, which is seri-
ously resented by the Saudi leader-
ship.

The United States and other 
Western partners prefer to deal with 
the tricky Saudi internal domestic 
politics behind closed doors, for in-
stance its record on human rights 
and lack of political reform. The 
West claims that so-called private 
diplomacy works better as it does 
not antagonize the Saudi regime, 
shame it in public or put it under 
unnecessary direct pressure. This 
may continue in the future but there 
is always the risk of being accused of 
hypocrisy and double standards—
both have been a characteristic of 
Western relations with authoritar-
ian regimes for a long time.

No one is asking the United 
States to intervene publicly or pri-
vately in Saudi domestic politics on 
behalf of those detained prisoners 

of conscience held in Saudi Ara-
bia for years, or call on the Saudis 
to change their absolute monarchy 
into a constitutional one, but at least 
the Americans can stop praising the 
Saudi regime for its imaginary and 
illusory reforms, like one encour-
ages a child to perform minor good 
deeds. The United States should 
reconsider its policy on arming re-
gimes and providing them with the 
latest training in repression and 
surveillance when they aggressively 
pursue a policy that ignores all in-
ternational human and political 
rights. Only a few on the Saudi and 
American side are convinced that 
this military side of the relationship 
LV�IRU�¿JKWLQJ�WHUURULVP�DV�H[SRVXUH�
in the media points out that, as al-
ways, the main targets are civilians 
whose peaceful dissenting voic-
es pose more threats to the regime 
than violent dissidents.

Countries with human rights re-
cords comparable to Saudi Arabia’s 
may not be so concerned and will 
continue to seek Saudi wealth in re-
turn for lavish contracts. But unlike 
these countries, the United States 
is proud of its values and what it 
stands for. It has befriended dicta-
tors for a long time, and now is the 
right moment to reconsider a re-
lationship that has been troubled 
from the time of its inception in 
the post-World War II period. It’s 
time to put the record straight and 
demonstrate that realpolitik is not 
always right. The unintended con-
sequences of this proved to be more 
damaging to US interests as it an-
tagonized militants who targeted 
the United States itself, dubbed as 
the far enemy, simply because it 
continued to back regimes that op-
pressed the majority of the popula-
tion.

It might seem like business as 
usual, but one must ponder whether 
it’s better to antagonize a regime or 
win the population under its con-
trol. With the new monarchical era 
starting in Saudi Arabia, the United 
States has tough choices to make.
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The Houthis 
talk a good 
game, now 
it’s time to 

deliver 

T he Houthis have staked 
their reputation on “end-
ing corruption,” taking 
over public institutions 
and even private compa-

nies – including the local KFC fran-
chise – to make their point. If they’re 
going to champion transparency, it’s 
time to be transparent. What’s going 
on with US strikes in Yemen? 

The Houthis say they’re against for-
eign intervention and against Ameri-
can military intervention in particular. 
There have been three drone strikes in 
Yemen since the resignation of Presi-
dent Hadi, his prime minister and 
Cabinet. One of those drone strikes 
killed a 13-year-old boy. Who’s autho-
rizing these strikes?

A member of the Houthi Political Of-
¿FH�WROG�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�RQ�:HGQHV-
day that the group condemns US op-
erations in the country and that they’re 
a violation of Yemen’s sovereignty. 
86� ṘFLDOV� VD\� WKH\¶UH� FRRSHUDWLQJ�

with Yemeni security forces to carry 
out these drone strikes. The Houthis 
have taken over Yemen’s national se-
curity agencies, which share intelli-
gence with the US. The Houthis should 
be upfront about the level of coopera-
tion they have with the Americans with 
regards to intelligence and security co-
operation. 

The Houthis pushed the government 
out and, like it or not, they’re respon-
sible for the security situation until Ye-
men has a government again. 
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Turmoil in Yemen and growing 
LQÀXHQFH�RI�,UDQ�R̆HUV�QR�HDV\�
policy options to containing cri-
sis on its border

The increasing turmoil in 
Yemen is one of the biggest foreign policy 
challenges for the new Saudi king, whose 
predecessor died on the same day that Ye-
men’s president and his entire cabinet re-
signed after Houthi rebels took over the 
presidential palace.

Saudi Arabia’s neighbor is on the brink 
of civil war and even partition. Much of 
Yemen, including the capital, has been 
overrun by rebels backed by Riyadh’s arch 
regional foe Iran. This has led to a resur-
gent Al-Qaeda as much opposed to the 
Saudi monarchy as it is to Tehran and the 
Houthis.

However, for all the headaches this will 
bring King Salman, his room for maneuver 
is limited, in a country that has long been 
FRQVLGHUHG�6DXGL�$UDELD¶V� VSKHUH�RI� LQÀX-
HQFH�� 7KH� IDFW� WKDW� KLV� FDELQHW� UHVKẌH�
left the foreign minister untouched sug-
gests there will be no discernible change of 
course with respect to Yemen, though the 
pace of developments could alter that.

The late King Abdullah suspended eco-
nomic aid—a lifeline for poverty-stricken 
Yemen—as well as military assistance. 
There are various rationales for this: To 
avoid money and weapons falling into 
Houthi hands, as they now control state in-
VWLWXWLRQV��WR�VWLÀH�WKH�DELOLW\�RI�WKH�+RXWKLV�
to maintain or extend their control; to ward 
R̆�<HPHQL�FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�UHEHOV��DQG�
to increase the burden on Iran, which has 
been increasingly vocal about its support 

for the Houthis.

Avoiding the quagmire
However, there are problems with this ap-
proach. Weakening the Yemeni state em-
powers Al-Qaeda, against which Riyadh has 
waged a years-long campaign. In addition, 
the loss of aid may anger the Yemeni pub-
lic if it views this as collective punishment 
rather than a targeted measure against a 
minority group.

It also does not guarantee that Iran will 
QRW� ¿OO� WKH� 6DXGL� JDS�� SRWHQWLDOO\� JLYLQJ�
Tehran even greater leverage in Yemen. 
Even though Iran is militarily involved in 
,UDT�DQG�6\ULD��DQG�LWV�HFRQRP\�LV�VX̆HULQJ�
from plummeting oil prices and Western 
sanctions, the temptation of a satellite state 
in Saudi Arabia’s own backyard may be too 
much to resist.
7KLV� LV� H[HPSOL¿HG� E\� ,UDQLDQ� 03� $OL�

Reza Zakani, who is close to Supreme Lead-
er Ali Khamenei, boasting that the Houthi 
capture of Sana’a means that his country 
now controls four Arab capitals, along with 
Baghdad, Beirut and Damascus.

Though the Saudi army has previously 
fought against the Houthis, a military re-
sponse this time is not a viable option. 
There are no calls within Yemen for such in-
tervention, and the country is large, deeply 
divided and heavily militarized. As such, 
any direct involvement by Riyadh could 
quickly become a quagmire that would be 
costly, domestically unpopular and likely to 
result in “blowback.” The last thing the new 
Saudi king needs is domestic instability.

Drone war danger
Riyadh has reportedly stepped up con-
struction of a fence to seal its long border 
ZLWK�<HPHQ��7KLV�PD\� VLJQDO� D� KDQGV�R̆��
defensive approach to limit any potential 

“spill-over,” and an acknowledgement that 
it has lost the ability to shape events there. 
However, this is not a solution to the cur-
rent crisis, as the interior ministry says the 
fence will take years to complete.

In the meantime, US policy may be fur-
ther complicating things for Riyadh by 
cementing Houthi control. Washington 
is continuing its drone strikes in Yemen 
against Al-Qaeda despite the collapse of 
the government. While on the surface tar-
geting Saudi Arabia’s long-time jihadist 
HQHP\� PLJKW� VHHP� EHQH¿FLDO� WR� 5L\DGK��
it will bolster the Houthis since Al-Qaeda 
has become a major force opposing their 
expansion.

This highlights the fact that Saudi Ara-
bia is stuck between a rock and a hard 
place. The US drone strikes may actually 
bolster Al-Qaeda, which has fed on local 
resentment over civilian casualties of such 
strikes. Last week, a child became the latest 
such fatality.
$OVR�� $PHULFDQ� ṘFLDOV� KDYH� DFNQRZO-

edged that talks are being held with the 
Houthis, and that Washington does not see 
their takeover as an impediment to coun-
terterrorism cooperation with Yemen. This 
may suggest US acceptance of the longevity 
of Houthi control.

Whether US policy is being coordinated 
with Saudi Arabia, one of Washington’s 
principal regional allies, is unclear. Last 
week, Barack Obama and King Salman re-
SRUWHGO\�GLVFXVVHG�<HPHQ�GXULQJ�WKHLU�¿UVW�
formal meeting in Riyadh. However, less 
than a week earlier, Gulf Arab foreign min-
isters meeting in Saudi Arabia accused the 
Houthis of carrying out a “coup d’etat” and 
of “terrorist” acts.

Houthis over-reach
Riyadh may be hoping that although its op-

tions are limited, the Houthis’ actions may 
be inadvertently leading to their undoing. 
Protests against them have increased in 
frequency and size since their takeover of 
the capital, with the demonstration on Jan. 
24 being the largest yet.

Public anger has increased over the 
Houthis’ refusal to leave Sana’a despite 
agreeing to do so, their continued territori-
al expansion, their beatings and abductions 
of protesters and journalists, and increas-
ing evidence of their collaboration with the 
widely reviled ousted President Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh.

Yemeni tribes have risen up against the 
Houthis, provinces are refusing to take 
military commands from Sana’a, and the 
country’s biggest political parties have ei-
ther quit negotiations with the rebels or are 
boycotting them. In short, the Houthis may 
have over-reached.

The complexity and speed of develop-
ments in Yemen make Saudi reticence un-
derstandable, particularly as every policy 
option comes with great risks and no guar-
antee of success. What it means, however, 
is that Riyadh has rapidly gone from power 
broker to spectator in what increasingly re-
sembles a failed state right on its border.

Trying to insulate itself from this may be 
an obvious attraction, but it is no long-term 
solution. How—indeed whether—King 
Salman manages the crisis in Yemen may 
EH�D�GH¿QLQJ�DVSHFW�RI�KLV�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�UH-
cord, one which may have direct domestic 
impacts.

Sharif Nashashibi is an award-winning 
MRXUQDOLVW� DQG� DQDO\VW� RQ� $UDE� D̆DLUV��
He is a regular contributor to Al-Arabiya 
News, Al-Jazeera English, The National, 
DQG�7KH�0LGGOH�(DVW�PDJD]LQH��

Tough choices ahead for uS-Saudi relationship

Yemen crisis poses major challenge for new Saudi king
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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

“My life sav-
ings, ev-
erything 
that I’ve 
w o r k e d 

for, is gone,” exclaimed Muham-
mad Al-Hajj Ubad. Muhammad, 
40, spent YR10 million ($46,500)-
his life savings-on 884 grams of 
gold in 2012, in the hopes that 
the precious metal would increase 
in value, and provide him and his 
family with enough money to pur-
chase a home. 

“I purchased the gold in the 
hopes of being able to buy a house,” 
he said. “However, by early 2013, 
the price of a gram had dropped to 
YR9,500 ($44),” he added. “I held 
onto it, though, in the hopes that 
the price would go up again.” 

When Ubad made the pur-
chase, he was spending on average 
YR11,300 ($53) per gram. The val-
ue of the precious metal dropped to 
YR9,500 ($44) per gram in Janu-
ary 2013, then YR8,000 ($37) in 
2014, and again to YR7,000 ($33) 
by the beginning of 2015. These 
QXPEHUV� ZHUH� FRQ¿UPHG� WR� WKH�
Yemen Times by Ahmed Saeed 
Shamekh, an economic researcher 
for the Yemen Central Bank.

Since 2008, Ubad has worked 
as a taxi driver, after having spent 
several decades serving in the “Gi-
ants” brigade, an elite military 
unit established in 1974 during the 
reign of former President Ibrahim 
Al-Hamadi. He has two daughters 
and ten sons, eight of whom live 
with him and his wife in a home 
they rent on Hayal street.

Following the drop in value, 
Ubad was presented with two 
choices: Either sell the gold, and 

lose nearly half the value of his life 
savings, or continue to hold on to 
it in the hopes that its value would 
once again increase. 

“I’m still holding onto the gold,” 
he said. “Me and my family are still 
renting, however one day, god will-
ing, we’ll have enough to be able to 
buy a house of our own.”
,QWHUQDWLRQDOO\�� JROG� SULFHV� ¿UVW�

began to rise in December 2008 in 
the aftermath of the world econom-
ic crisis, as investors sought refuge 
LQ�D�VWDEOH�DQG�UHOLDEOH�¿QDQFLDO�LQ-
strument in an international mar-
ket reeling from instability. 

Prices continued to rise until 
January 2013, when indicators be-
gan to show that the US economy 
was recovering. “The price of gold 
is decreasing internationally due 
to strengthening of the price of the 
dollar,” explained Saad Al-Din Bin 
Talib, Yemen’s former Minister of 
Industry and Commerce. “Inves-
tors worldwide are putting their 
PRQH\� LQWR� RWKHU�¿QDQFLDO� LQVWUX-
ments, causing demand for gold, 
and subsequently its price, to de-
crease.”

By 2013, increases in the US 
price index—the value of the dol-
ODU²PHDQW� WKDW� IRU� WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH�
since the 2008 crisis, investors be-
gan putting their money back into 
PRUH� WUDGLWLRQDO� ¿QDQFLDO� LQVWUX-
ments that were once again provid-
ing stable returns. 

By early 2014, claims that the US 
Federal Reserve would decrease its 
Federal Fund Rates—benchmark 
LQWHUHVW� UDWHV� WKDW� H̆HFW� LQWHUHVW�
UDWHV� DW� ZKLFK� ¿QDQFLDO� LQVWLWX-
tions lend funds maintained at 
the US Federal Reserve to each 
other—further increased investor 
FRQ¿GHQFH� LQ� WUDGLWLRQDO� ¿QDQFLDO�
instruments, in particular govern-

ment bonds, whose potential for 
high yields became increasingly at-
tractive. 

This, combined with decreased 
demand for gold in India—the 
world’s largest purchaser, respon-
sible for 20 percent of world de-
mand in 2012—has further pushed 
down prices. 

A series of price curbs imposed 
by the Indian government, includ-
ing an increase in import duties on 
gold from two percent to ten per-
cent in January 2012, have helped 
WR�VWDYH�R̆�GHPDQG�LQ�WKH�VXE�FRQ-
tinent. Such regulations led to a 25 
percent year-on-year decrease in 
Indian imports of gold during the 
����������¿VFDO�\HDU�FRPSDUHG�WR�
2012/2013 levels. 

Abdullah Al-Haidari is the owner 
of the Al-Haidari gold shop located 
on Sana’a’s Hayal Street. “As soon 
as gold prices go down people rush 
to the market and sales go up,” the 
30-year-old said. “When prices go 
up, they sell. In the end, we sustain 
heavy losses.”

“Five months before gold prices 
decreased in 2013, I imported 
17,000 grams of gold from Bah-
rain, at YR10,000 ($47) per gram,” 
he said. “For a while, I was able to 
sell at YR12,000 ($56) and churn 
D� SUR¿W�´� 8QWLO� QRZ�� $O�+DLGDUL�
claims he has sold roughly a quar-
ter of his total stock, however is 
KROGLQJ�R̆�VHOOLQJ�WKH�UHVW��³,I�,�VHOO�
the rest at current rates I could lose 
millions,” he said. “I’m trying to 
KROG�R̆�IRU�WKH�PRPHQW�´

Al-Haidari claims that the cur-
rent political situation in Yemen 
has helped to push down the aver-
age price of gold domestically com-
SDUHG� WR� ṘFLDO� UDWHV� LQWHUQDWLRQ-
ally. “Even though domestic prices 
are tied to international rates, pric-

HV�LQ�<HPHQ�DUH�DOVR�D̆HFWHG�E\�GR-
mestic purchasing power,” he said. 

In most cases, economic crises 
cause gold prices to increase, as 
gold is viewed as a secure place to 
store one’s wealth. In Yemen, gold 
is a relatively niche market, and the 
same principles don’t always apply. 
Despite Yemen’s recent economic 
and political crisis, some vendors 
have taken to lowering their prices. 

“As the economy worsens, peo-
SOH� FDQ¶W� D̆RUG� WR� SD\� DV� PXFK��
Some vendors that are looking to 
cut their losses and get rid of their 
stock lower their prices even more 
in order to attract buyers,” Al-
Haidari said. “This forces the rest 
of us who compete to cut our own 
prices as well.”

Such haphazard trading is exac-
erbated by the fact that there exists 
QR� ṘFLDO� ERG\� LQ� <HPHQ� WDVNHG�
with regulating gold prices. “It’s 
true, within the ministry, no one is 

tasked with enforcing a standard 
rate for gold prices,” claimed Bin 
Talib. 

“No such body exists in any other 
authorities either. This can have a 
QHJDWLYH� H̆HFW� RQ� YHQGRUV�� HVSH-
cially now as prices are dropping 
internationally,” he added. “Prices 
in Yemen are largely subject to 
WKH�ZKLPV�RI� VSHFL¿F� WUDGHUV�� DQG�
whether or not they’re willing to 
VX̆HU�D�ORVV�´

Jamil Al-Sadi, owner of the Bin 
Attaf gold shop in Sana’a’s Tah-
rir Square, told the Yemen Times 
that he and many others in the 
JROG�PDUNHW�KDYH�VX̆HUHG�LQ�UHFHQW�
years due to drops in international 
prices. “Many people have lost tens 
of millions [of riyals],” he said. 
“However, on the other hand, this 
trend is good for average citizens,” 
KH�VDLG��³3HRSOH�DUH�ÀRFNLQJ�WR�JROG�
markets now,” he added. “If prices 
JR�XS�DJDLQ��WKH\¶OO�EHQH¿W�´

The Yemen Times met Ahmed Al-
Jumaili in Al-Sadi’s store as he was 
purchasing gold for his wedding, 
scheduled to take place in May. 
“Now’s the perfect time to buy,” he 
said. “I was able to get 50 grams for 
just under YR350,000 ($1,628). 
More people should be taking ad-
vantage of this opportunity if they 
have a wedding or any other occa-
sion coming up for which they need 
to buy gifts,” he said. 

It is unclear whether interna-
tional and domestic traders will 
¿QG�D�ZD\�WR�LQFUHDVH�SULFHV�JLYHQ�
improvements in the US economy 
and other worldwide indicators. 
Despite this, Al-Jumaili is optimis-
tic that before long prices will in-
crease, and that when they do, he’ll 
EH� WKH�RQH� WR�EHQH¿W�� ³,¶P�KRSLQJ�
to earn some extra money in the 
early stages of our marriage in or-
der to help raise a family,” he said. 
“This could be the way to do that.”

The price of gold
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After more than three months 
of sit-ins at Al-Arood Square, 
what has been achieved so far?  
First, many were thinking the revo-
lution in the south [in 2007, when 
the Southern Movement was found-
ed] only amounted to protests by 
political groups and some southern 
military personnel who were sacked 
from their positions following the 
1994 war. However, the open sit-in 
which started on Oct. 14 gathered 
all the civil society organizations 
and public factions. Clearly, they 
have become part of the revolution. 
Now the revolution in the south is 
not a protest by only some individu-
als who have grievances. The open 
sit-in has made everyone consider 
the southern issue. Everyone is fol-
lowing what is happening in Aden, 
and the media are present in Aden 
more than before.

Do you think the southern peo-
ple, including the protestors in 
Al-Arood Square, will become 
fed up one day and stop their 
peaceful protest, using weap-
ons to obtain independence 
from the north? 
The struggle by southerners is a civ-
ilized and peaceful one. Everyone 
knows that Yemeni citizens have 
enough weapons to enable them to 
resist. However, we realize that vio-
OHQFH��¿JKWLQJ�DQG�FKDRV�ZLOO�QRW�DO-
low us to reach our goal peacefully. 
We hope we will not resort to such 
means. At the same time, allow me 
to tell you that the peaceful revolu-
tion has a limit if violations against 

the southern people continue. 
There is nothing that prevents us 
from defending ourselves and the 
south. We will defend the south as 
much as we can.

Protestors have been camping 
in the square for months. Do 
you receive domestic support 
or support from other coun-
tries?
We do not receive any support from 
other countries or from any gov-
ernment body in Yemen. Southern 
migrants are the ones who are pro-
viding support. They are outside 
Yemen eking out a living for their 
families, and use part of their mon-
ey to devote to the peaceful struggle 
LQ� WKH� VRXWK�� 7R� EH� KRQHVW�� RXU� ¿-
QDQFLDO�VLWXDWLRQ�LV�GL̇FXOW�FRQVLG-
ering the protestors need food and 
other items. However, the Yemeni 
migrants are determined to bear 
such burdens.

What are the protesters’ views 
on the current developments 
in Sana’a?
What is happening in Sana’a is ex-
tremely sorrowful. What has hap-
pened has become a new burden 
on citizens in the south and north. 
Those who seek power are worse 
than those who are in power. The 
government was established but 
KDG�QR�H̆HFWLYH�UROH�GXH�WR�LQWHUIHU-
ence by the militant groups which 
took control of all the major gov-
ernment institutions. We are telling 
the entire world that the southern 
people want to regain their state. 
Our demand is not negotiable. We 
have spent a lot of time on a failed 
experiment with the north since the 

nineties. Unfortunately, the back-
ward-minded stakeholders of pow-
er in the north have tightened their 
grip on the state, and seemingly will 
not accept building a civil modern 
state. Even if new governments or 
parliaments are formed, this will 
only be for show.

Early last week, some South-
ern Movement factions de-
clared the formation of the 
National Southern Body for 
Liberation and Independence? 
What was your reaction to this 
move?
The factions which formed this 
body are from the south and share 
the same cause—the southern 
cause. The world can not deal with 
the southern people unless they 

have a single united leadership 
and clear vision. The world wants 
to see to how the southern people 
deal with one another, deal with 
regional countries, and our stance 
on terrorism and human rights is-
sues. Therefore, there should be 
one united southern leadership. 
Accordingly, the idea of forming 
this body took shape following sev-
eral meetings headed by [leader of 
the body] Abdulrahman Al-Jifri 
and Sheikh Ahmed Bamualem, the 
deputy head. The youth are part of 
this body, and I think this body has 
received a lot of support. The pur-
pose is a united leadership to send a 
clear message to the world at a time 
when Houthi militants are control-
ling Sana’a.

You seem enthusiastic about 
united leadership in the south. 
But some say the rifts among 
the southern people are count-
less, and may lead the south to 
become further divided. What 
do you think?
We have been hearing such specu-
lations, particularly from northern 
politicians. Thinking that we are di-
vided more than the north is com-
pletely untrue. I think they are blind 
to what’s occurring in the northern 
governorates and what is happen-
ing in Marib, Sa’ada, Sana’a and 
Amran. I think the divides are plen-
tiful in the north. We are not happy 
with these rifts in the north because 
WKLV�QHJDWLYHO\�D̆HFWV�WKH�VRXWK��,Q�
the south, we do not have endless 
fractions as is the case in the north. 
We have only some problems and 
PLQRU�GL̆HUHQFHV�ZKLFK�ZLOO�GLVDS-
pear as we focus on independence. 
Today, we believe in the culture 
RI� GL̆HUHQFH� DQG�ZH�ZLOO� HVWDEOLVK�
our future state on it. Through this 
state, we will co-exist, build the na-
tion democratically, and we will 
never return to the past. Everyone 
[in the south] believes in one goal—
liberation and independence.

We have heard much about 
popular committees in Aden. 
What is the nature of these 
committees? Are some mem-
bers of these committees 
also protestors in Al-Arood 
Square? 
These popular committees are 
part of the committees which were 
HVWDEOLVKHG� >LQ� ODWH� ����@� WR� ¿JKW�
Al-Qaeda in Abyan. Currently, the 
committees are working to protect 
public institutions in co-ordination 
with the local council. These popu-
lar committees are from the south, 
and they believe in the in the south-
ern state.

How can you describe the rela-

tionship between the Southern 
Movement and the Houthis?
We should recognize a fact: Iran 
wants to hold control of Bab Al-
Mandab through the Houthi group. 
The Houthis are grandsons of Iran. 
The interests of the southern people 
lie in building good relations with 
Saudi Arabia and the gulf countries. 
The southern people are Sunni, and 
the Houthis are Shia. Abdulmalik 
Al-Houthi has talked about south-
ern grievances. We do not wait for 
him give us justice. We call on him 
not to repeat what Ali Abdullah 
Saleh did.

How do you read the interna-
tional community’s stance re-
garding the southern issue?

Though they do not publicly sup-
port the southern issue, we feel they 
are understanding of the southern 
issue and they will one day openly 
declare their support for the south-
ern people and their right to regain 
their state. Stability in the south 
UHÀHFWV� RQ� VWDELOLW\� LQ� WKH� UHJLRQ��
Also, they know what it means if 
the Houthis fully control Bab Al-
Mandab.

Will the southern people ac-
cept elections in order to put 
an end to this current political 
crisis?
How can we accept to run for elec-
WLRQ� DW� WKLV� GL̇FXOW� WLPH� LQ� WKH�
south and the north? At the end of 
the day, the goal of the southern 
people is clear—I mean indepen-
dence. Even if the north becomes 
a powerful great state, we will not 
abandon our goal. Even if there will 
be elections, we will not change our 
mind.

As the spokesperson for pro-
testers in Al-Arood Square, 
what is your message to Abdu 
Rabu Mansour Hadi and the 
Houthi group?
My message to Hadi and all the 
VRXWKHUQ� ṘFLDOV� LQ� WKH� QRUWK� LV�
that if you are able to exit from the 
north, just do it and return to the 
south, your home. My message to 
the Houthis is that international 
conventions authorize expatriates 
[referring to southerners in the 
north] to return to their nation. Let 
them return to their country in or-
der to continue amicable relations 
between the two nations.

Al-Arood Square spokesperson to the Yemen Times:

“We are telling the entire world that 
the southern people want
to regain their state.”

“Abdulmalik 
Al-Houthi has 
talked about 
southern 
grievances. 
We do not 
wait for 
him give 
us justice. 
We call on 
him not to 
repeat what 
Ali Abdullah 
Saleh did.”

“My message 
to Hadi 
and all the 
southern 
ṘFLDOV�LQ�
the north is... 
return to the 
south, your 
home. ”

“The world 
can not deal 
with the 
southern 
people unless 
they have a 
single united 
leadership 
and clear 
vision.”

As the spokesperson at Al-Arood Square, Radfan Al-Dubais takes it 
upon himself to create a united southern voice and to raise aware-
ness about southern Yemen’s struggle for independence.   

Protesters have been camped out in Aden city’s Al-Arood Square since Oct. 14, 2014. 
Their demand is clear: Independence for the southern people. How they—along with 
the rest of the south—plan to gain back their former status as citizens of South Yemen, 
is less clear.

The Southern Movement, an umbrella for the dozens of political organizations and 
groups calling for independence, is divided. With instability in the north reaching un-
precedented levels, the question remains: Is a united goal enough to overcome a di-
vided leadership?

The Yemen Times discussed this question and others with Radfan Al-Dubais, the 
spokesperson for protesters in Al-Arood Square. He was selected for the role by 
the Supervisory Committee of Al-Arood Square, which is composed of rep-
resentatives from all southern governorates. Though he acknowledges 
the importance of discussing and overcoming the divisions between 
southerners, his answer was simple: There is no way that the southern 
people can be dissuaded from achieving secession. 

Now 38 years old, Al-Dubais was born and raised in Aden. He has 
D�EDFKHORU¶V�GHJUHH�LQ�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQFH�DQG�ZRUNHG�IRU�¿YH�\HDUV�DV�
a broadcaster for the pro-secession Aden Live TV channel. Cur-
UHQWO\��KH�LV�WKH�ṘFH�PDQDJHU�RI�6DZW�$O�-DQRXE��7KH�6RXWK¶V�
Voice), a TV station that also advocates for independence. 
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Nasser Al-Sakkaf 

I
n the heart of Sana’a stands 

a resilient reminder of the 

long-passed National Dia-

logue Conference (NDC): A 

white tent, plastered with 

posters.

7KH�1'&�WHQW�ZDV�¿UVW�VHW�XS�DW�
the beginning of Yemen’s nation-

wide political dialogue—a historical 

moment that many associate with 

feelings of hope and aspirations for 

change. Long after the NDC came to 

an end in January of 2013, the tent 

continues to attract visitors and 

remains a spot for political debate. 

Located in the public park in Tah-

rir Square, it is one of many similar 

tents that are spread throughout 

the country’s governorates. 

“The tents were not established 

to only operate during the NDC 

period, but throughout the entire 

transition period—which is still 

ongoing,” said Nezar Al-Showaiter, 

program assistant at the Interna-

tional Organization for Migration 

(IOM).

Initially, the tents were supposed 

to link and mediate between NDC 

participants and the broader popu-

lation. Local residents would meet 

and discuss ideas for change, pres-

ent these in the form of a document 

to a designated individual, who 

then forwarded it to NDC members.

According to Al-Showaiter, the 

tents were established by IOM’s 

“Yemen Ata” project, which worked 

in co-ordination with governor’s of-

¿FHV� DURXQG� WKH� FRXQWU\� DQG� WKH�
NDC secretariat. Through Yemen 

Ata, IOM is the sole funder for all 

14 NDC tents, which are in 11 gov-

ernorates, he told the Yemen Times. 

Upon the conclusion of the NDC, 

tents did not disappear but were 

turned into awareness-raising cen-

ters that started teaching people 

about the outcomes of the NDC. 

Twice-weekly events continue to 

be held, covering a variety of top-

ics that range from women and 

minority rights to federalism and 

Yemen’s future constitution. In be-

tween its seminars and lectures, na-

tional songs are played, according 

to Hafed Ibrahim, Tahrir Square's 

WHQW�ṘFHU��$� VHFRQG��EXW� OHVV� IUH-

quented tent in Sana’a is located 

in Al-Sabaeen neighborhood. Both 

tents open each day at 9:00 a.m. 

and close at midnight  

Ridha Shaheen, the head of the 

Shahamah Women Foundation, has 

organized a number of awareness-

raising events in Tahrir’s tent since 

the conclusion of the NDC. All of 

the events focused on the NDC out-

comes related to women’s rights.

On Jan. 4, for example, the foun-

dation organized an event that cen-

tered on the issue of early marriage. 

“There are several issues discussed 

in the NDC tents, such as the dan-

ger of marrying under 18 years of 

age,” said Shaheen. 

According to data provided 

by the United Nations and the 

Yemeni government in 2006, 

52 percent of Yemeni girls get 

married before turning 18, 

while 14 percent get married 

before age 15. In addressing 

this phenomenon, one of the 

NDC outcomes stipulates, 

³7KH�VWDWH�VKRXOG�GH¿QH����DV�
the legal age of marriage for 

girls.” 

Shaheen made it her task 

to spread people’s awareness 

about this decision. Accord-

ing to her, events on women’s 

rights are usually attended by 

dozens of people. Attendance 

VRPHWLPHV�VX̆HUV�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�
the security situation in the 

capital, but she argues that 

overall the number of visitors 

has not decreased in the past 

year and residents are still as inter-

ested in the issues being discussed. 

Topics of discussion in the NDC 

tents go beyond women’s rights. 

“These days we are raising the 

youth’s awareness regarding feder-

alism, the constitution and many 

other NDC outcomes. We will not 

VWRS� WKHVH� DFWLYLWLHV� XQWLO� WKH� ¿QDO�

draft of the constitution is ready,” 

Ibrahim explained.

His job is to coordinate with peo-

ple who wish to organize a seminar, 

workshop, or other events inside 

Tahrir Square’s NDC tent. As the 

WHQW�ṘFHU�KH� LV� VXSHUYLVHG�E\� WKH�
Youth Development Foundation, a 

civil society organization that was 

founded in Dec. 2011 and receives 

support from Yemen Ata. 

Alongside women’s rights, fed-

eralism, and the constitution, the 

topic of discrimination is also ad-

dressed inside NDC tents. Yahya 

Saleh, head of the Anti-Discrimina-

tion Organization, told the Yemen 

Times that several events concern-

ing the legal situation of the Mu-

hamasheen have taken place inside 

Tahrir’s tent.

The Muhamasheen, or “margin-

alized ones,” are dark-skinned Ye-

menis with African heritage. Some-

times still derogatorily referred to 

as “akhdam,” or “servants,” they 

KDYH� VX̆HUHG�XQGHU� D� ORQJ�KLVWRU\�
of institutionalized discrimination 

in Yemen.

“We discuss policies and political 

GHFLVLRQV� WKDW� D̆HFW� WKH�0XKDPD-

sheen and exchange ideas. Some of 

the participants suggested a quota 

for Muhamasheen in government 

jobs, for example,” he said.

While those involved in tent ac-

tivities express support for their 

continued existence, opinions 

among residents in Sana’a’s Tahrir 

neighborhood are divided. 

Abdulaziz Al-Badani, who lives 

close to Tahrir Square, thinks that 

NDC tents have been a farce from 

the start. “I attended several semi-

nars in the tent and suggested, 

along with others, to open up cin-

emas throughout Yemen but noth-

ing happened,” he said, pointing 

out that the tents’ entire concept of 

“mediating” between NDC partici-

SDQWV�DQG�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�ÀDZHG�
Mohammad Al-Hassani, the 

managing editor of Tagheer Net, 

an independent Yemeni news web-

site, holds an equally critical at-

titude toward the NDC tents. He 

accuses the organizers of reaping 

SUR¿WV�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�ZKLOH�KROGLQJ�
events that are of no public value. 

“I believe that the NDC tents are no 

longer needed, awareness can be 

obtained in numerous other ways,” 

he said.

Samir Al-Karti, who is also a 

resident in Tahrir Square, appre-

ciates the tent there, saying that 

he learned a lot about the NDC 

outcomes by attending its events. 

However, after learning that mon-

H\� LV� ÀRZLQJ� LQWR� WKH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
launching awareness raising activi-

ties, he changed his mind. 

“I thought these tents were oper-

ating on charity. I think the money 

would be better spent on helping 

homeless people living on Tahrir 

Square, or at least the tent should 

be transformed into a living place 

for the homeless.”

Program director of the Youth 

Development Foundation, Osama 

$O�0LNKOD¿�� FRQ¿UPHG� WR� WKH� <H-

PHQ� 7LPHV� WKDW� ,20� ¿QDQFHV� DF-
tivities run out of the NDC tents. He 

UHIXVHG� WR� JLYH� VSHFL¿FV�� EXW� VDLG�
“The money only covers operating 

costs.”

$O�6KRZDLWHU� GHQLHV� DQ\� SUR¿W�
reaping by those involved in orga-

nizing tent activities, explaining 

that the organization requires proj-

ect proposals with estimated costs 

to be approved before being funded.

Contrary to Al-Karti and Al-Has-

sani, Ibrahim is convinced of the 

ongoing relevance of NDC tents. 

Dozens continue to attend events, 

he claims, a clear sign that inter-

est and the need for information 

continues to rank high among citi-

zens. “The mere level of attendance 

WHVWL¿HV� WR� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� RXU�
events,” he said.

Two years on, NDC tents continue operating 

CPLUS Celebrates
Health Campaigns  

 AdvertoriAl

CPLUS hospital held an ward giving celebration for the winners 

of CPLUS annual medical competition on Tuesday November 3 of 

2015, in the hospital’s building.

During the ceremony, director of the hospital Dr. Nabil Dhab›an 

JDYH� D� VSHHFK� FODULI\LQJ� WKH� KRVSLWDO� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ¾V� H̆RUWV� LQ�
enhancing and developing the hospital›s medical services, he in-

GLFDWHG�WKDW�WKH�KRVSLWDO�LV�H[HUWLQJ�LQ�¿OHG�VRFLDO�DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�
H̆RUWV�UHJDUGLQJ�KXPDQ�KHDOWK�
$OVR�WKH�KRVSLWDO�KDYH�ODXQFKHG�¿HOG�KHDOWK�FDPSDLJQV�LQFOXGLQJ�

WKH�¿UVW�KHDOWK�FDPSDLJQ�WR�WHVW�EORRG�SUHVVXUH�DQG�EORRG�JOXFRVH�
levels in which 6000 citizens were targeted 3400 of them either 

had glucose and blood pressure related illnesses or had symptoms 

indicating the presence either of the illnesses.

One of the discoveries of this campaign is that 34 of of 100 Ye-

PHQLV�VX̆HU�KLJK�EORRG�SUHVVXUH�RU�LPEDODQFH�LQ�WKHLU�EORRG�JOX-

cose levels or symptoms that indicate the presence of either ill-

nesses. 

At the the conclusion of this campaign a competition was held 

and during which awards were given to the attendees, and Dr. Sadiq 

Al-Rawhani head of the public relations and marketing department 

in the hospital said that the hospital›s administration will continue 

LWV�HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUDPV�DQG�¿HOG�KHDOWK�FDPSDLJQV�ZLWK�FRRSHUD-

WLRQ�ZLWK�GL̆HUHQW�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�DQG�FRUSRUDWLRQV�ZKLFK�VSRQVRU�
such activities.

There were many entertaining activities and segments includ-

ing poetry reciting and chanting in the conclusion over 100 awards 

were given to the competition’s winners.   
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(VWDEOLVKHG�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�<HPHQ�$WD�SURMHFW��DQ�LQLWLDWLYH�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�IRU�0LJUDWLRQ��1'&�WHQWV�KDYH�EHFRPH�D�SHUPDQHQW�¿[WXUH�DQG�DFTXLUHG�QHZ�
purpose as centers for learning and dialogue on a range of issues that matter to Yemenis. 

/RFDOV�DWWHQG�DQ�DQWL�FRUUXSWLRQ�VHPLQDU�DW�WKH�1'&�WHQW�LQ�7DKULU�6TXDUH�
on Jan. 6. 
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Business Announcement

Subject: Invitation for Expression of Interest for the Provision of 
Goods, Services and Food Commodities for WFP-Yemen Vendors. 

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) in Yemen seeks Expressions of 
Interest (EOI) from established companies for the provision of Goods, Services and 
Food commodities.
Founded in 1963, the World Food Programme (WFP) is the United Nations frontline 
DJHQF\�LQ�WKH�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�KXQJHU��:)3�SXUVXHV�D�YLVLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�ZKLFK�HYHU\�
ZRPDQ��PDQ�DQG�FKLOG�KDV�DFFHVV�DW�DOO�WLPHV�WR�WKH�IRRG�QHHGHG�IRU�DQ�DFWLYH�DQG�
healthy life.
*OREDOO\�:)3�VWDII�ZRUN�LQ����FRXQWULHV��:)3�KDV�EHHQ�SUHVHQW�LQ�<HPHQ�ZLWK�LWV�
FRXQWU\�RI¿FH�LQ�6DQD¶D�DQG�RWKHU�JRYHUQRUDWHV�VLQFH������
,Q������:)3�IRRG��JRRGV�	�VHUYLFHV�SXUFKDVHV�IRU�<HPHQ�ZHQW�XS�WR�DERXW�86������
PLOOLRQ�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�LQ�NLQG�IRRG�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�DERXW���PLOOLRQ�3HRSOH�
,QWHUHVWHG�FRPSDQLHV�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�DVN�IRU�WKH�6XSSOLHU¶V�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�)RUP�	�
the Questionnaire by sending their Expression of Interest to the email address:yemen.
SURFXUHPHQW#ZIS�RUJ��7KH�FRPSOHWHG�6XSSOLHU¶V�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�)RUP�DQG�4XHVWLRQ-
naire including all supporting documentation should be returned to WFP by [26th 
)HE������@��DW�>�����@�KUV��LI�\RXU�FRPSDQ\�ZLVKHV�WR�EH�LQYLWHG�IRU������WHQGHUV�
,QWHUHVWHG�6XSSOLHUV�ZKLFK�KDYH�DOUHDG\�UHJLVWHUHG�ZLWK�:)3�DUH�DOVR�UHTXHVWHG�
WR�FRPSOHWH�DQG�UH�VXEPLW�WKH�6XSSOLHU¶V�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�)RUP�DQG�WKH�4XHVWLRQQDLUH�
&RPSOHWHG�6XSSOLHU�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�)RUP�	�4XHVWLRQQDLUH�ZLWK�VXSSRUWLQJ�GRFXPHQWD-
WLRQ�PD\�DOVR�UHWXUQHG�LQ�D�VHDOHG�HQYHORSHV�DGGUHVVHG�DV�IROORZV�

(2,�<(0��(2,���
Attn.: Procurement Unit
United Nations World Food Programme
1RZDNVKRW�6W�
3�2��%R[������
6DQD¶D��<HPHQ

$Q\�HQTXLULHV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKLV�(2,�PXVW�EH�DGGUHVVHG�WR��yemen.procurement@wfp.org

�إعÓن Œاري
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B U S I N E S S
FOR PEACE

AWARD

Ibrahim Al-Marashi
aljazeera.com
)LUVW�SXEOLVKHG�)HE���

A 
video, released by 
the Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL), document-
ing the execution by 

immolation of captured Jordanian 
pilot Moaz Al-Kassasbeh represents 
a shift in its strategy of communi-
cating brutality.

Before Kassasbeh's execution, 
ISIL implemented a strategy of 
brutality ranging from forced ex-
pulsions of Syrian and Iraqi groups 
deemed "heterodox," destruction of 
their religious sites, and enslave-
ment of their women.

When ISIL implemented capital 
SXQLVKPHQW�� VXFK� DV� FUXFL¿[LRQV��
EHKHDGLQJV�� DQG� WKURZLQJ� JD\V� R̆�
rooftops, each act in itself was bru-
tal, but the fact that ISIL sought 
WR�¿OP�DQG�GRFXPHQW� WKHVH�HYHQWV�
for future dissemination served the 
dual purpose of instilling resolve in 
its core constituency and terroriz-
ing the publics of its enemies. 

Manipulating leaders
ISIL's previous executions of US 
and British citizens were designed 
to manipulate the leaders of the US 
and UK to react and acknowledge 
that despite their advanced militar-
ies deployed against ISIL, the group 
had the means to retaliate.

The recent execution follows the 
same pathology, demonstrating 
how it could manipulate the King of 
Jordan. The use of immolation sent 
a particularly nasty and brutal mes-
sage of revenge against a Muslim 
head of state. In the case of ISIL's 
recent execution, it has shown that 
it does not accord to Hannah Ar-
endt's notion of the Banality of Evil, 
where the elimination of Europe's 
Jewish population was routinized 

and systemized in the Nazi bureau-
cracy managing the Holocaust.

ISIL seems to demonstrate that 
its violence is not banal, but that it 
escalates its acts of savagery, begin-
ning with beheadings to burning a 
human being. The act of beheading 
by knife and sword, in ISIL's calcu-
lation, might give the impression to 
the publics it seeks to terrorize as 
something that ISIL has routinized.

Immolation in this case was de-
signed for greater shock value. 
ISIL's execution demonstrates that 
it has become obsessed with craft-
ing the spectacle of execution, seek-
ing new ways to both inspire and 
VKRFN� SXEOLFV�� VSHFL¿FDOO\� WKH� -RU-
danian public.

6\PEROLF�VLJQL¿FDQFH
The execution of this Jordanian pi-
lot in this brutal fashion also has a 
WUDJLF� V\PEROLF� VLJQL¿FDQFH�� 7KH�
irony of the Jordanian pilot's execu-
tion is that he ultimately succumbed 
to the violent legacy established by 
another Jordanian, Ahmad Fadhil 
Nazzal Al-Khalaylah, otherwise re-
membered by his nom-de-guerre, 
Abu Musab Al-Zarqawi.

Hailing from the Jordanian town 
of Al-Zarqa, in the aftermath of the 
2003 Iraq war, Al-Zarqawi would 
establish the terrorist group that 
would later morph over a decade 
into ISIL.

In another ironic twist, the wom-
an in Jordanian custody who was to 
be released in exchange for Kassas-
beh, Sajida Al-Rishawi is an Iraqi 
who took part in a bombing at a ho-
tel in Amman, Jordan, in November 
2005, an incident where the pre-
ISIL terrorists in Iraq expanded 
their war to Iraq's neighbor.

Besides the tragic deaths of in-
nocent civilians attending a wed-
ding during this attack, one of the 
victims included Moustapha Ak-
kad, the Syrian-born director of 

ERWK�WKH��+DOORZHHQ��¿OP�IUDQFKLVH�
and "The Message,” a biopic of the 
Prophet Muhammad produced in 
both Arabic and English.

Zarqawi's group and its later in-
carnation has always been a nihil-
istic death cult acting in the name 
of Islam, and the act of killing a 
director who had done more in his 
lifetime in the service of educating 
publics about the life of the prophet 
only illustrated that ISIL and its 
predecessor organization have done 
more damage to the Islamic world 
itself than anything else.

From the 2005 Amman attack to 
the recent execution, examining the 
perpetrators of this violence and its 
victims demonstrate that what is 
occurring is a Muslim civil war that 
has also unfortunately led to the 
death of numerous innocent non-
Muslims as well, illustrated most 
recently by the death of the Japa-
nese hostage Kenji Goto.

Timeline of events
To recap, a Jordanian, Zarqawi 
moved from Jordan to Afghani-
stan to Iraq in 2001, set up a ter-
rorist group that killed thousands 
of Iraqis, and dispatched Iraqis to 
Jordan in 2005 to kill Jordanians 
and a prominent Syrian director. 
A Jordanian pilot, sent to combat 
a transnational terrorist group in 
Syria and Iraq is killed in 2015 by 
that very group established by a fel-
low Jordanian.

What killed Kassasbeh was not 
Islam. What killed him are the 
new dynamics of globalization and 
transnational violence that have 
consumed the Middle East and the 
Islamic world, unleashed by the 
2003 Iraq war and the 2011 Syrian 
civil war.

While sympathies to ISIL might 
have existed among elements in 
Jordan's society, this execution will 
most likely strengthen Jordanian 

resolve in combating this group. In 
the impoverished Jordanian town 
of Maan, support for ISIL has been 
vocal and explicit, with inhabitants 
RI�WKH�WRZQ�À\LQJ�,6,/
V�ÀDJ�

Kassasbeh's death will most likely 
harden Jordanian resolve and elim-
inate any public sympathy for ISIL. 
However, Jordan is now at a critical 
juncture. A heavy handed response 
by the Jordanian state against 
Maan in light of Kassasbeh's execu-
WLRQ� PLJKW� KDYH� WKH� LQYHUVH� H̆HFW�
of dissipating any sympathy for the 
pilot's death, and spur some of its 
citizens to join ISIL.

How the Jordanian security forc-

es and the state will react after the 
GHDWK�RI�LWV�SLORW�ZLOO�KDYH�UDPL¿FD-
tions for its long-term security. Jor-
dan has announced it has executed 
Rishawi in response to Kassasbeh's 
death. As I wrote in response to 
Obama's State of the Union speech, 
state-sanctioned violence in re-
sponse to non-state actor violence 
will continue to produce an endless 
cycle of violence if not coupled with 
addressing the conditions—unem-
ployment, humiliation, lack in gov-
ernance—that produce terrorism in 
WKH�¿UVW�SODFH�

As a non-Jordanian, it might be 
easy for me to write that Rishawi 

should not have been executed. 
But as an Iraqi-American, who has 
witnessed the likes of Rishawi dev-
astate my native Iraq, I understand 
the desire for revenge.

However, her execution raises the 
ethical quandary of should the Jor-
danian state match, tit-for-tat, the 
violence of ISIL's terrorists?

Ibrahim Al-Marashi is an assis-
tant professor at the Department 
of History, California State Uni-
versity, San Marcos. He is the co-
author of "Iraq's Armed Forces: An 
Analytical History."

Jordan pilot’s murder and the banality of evil

The recent execution demonstrates how ISIL could manipulate the King of Jordan, writes Marashi.
A
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A Houthi, an Islahi and 
an independent Is-
lamist walked into a 
bar. Okay, actually, 
it was a conference 

room. It was 2012, and these three 
youth leaders from rival movements 
stood together across from a group 
of similarly diverse secular youth, 
debating the possibility of a madani 
(civil) state in Yemen built on an 
Islamic foundation. In that mo-
ment, they were what I call Islamist 
republicans, more than they were 
6KD¿� RU� =D\GL� 0XVOLPV� �OHW� DORQH�
Sunni or Shia), or members of any 
particular political organization. 
By this I mean that they shared an 
ideological convergence made pos-
sible by the upheavals of 2011. That 
solidarity has been largely (but not 
entirely) eroded by events over the 
past two years. But in that moment, 
those commitments were real and 
sensible in the context of Yemeni 
politics. The erosion of the concept 
of Islamist republicanism in Yemen 
over the past two years of “transi-
tion” has troubling implications for 
the ability to sustain many Yemenis’ 
dream of a civil state.

Yemen’s current spiraling crises 
can be read in light of the proxies 
DQG� ÀRZV� RI� LQWHUHVWV� RXWVLGH� RI�
Yemen as much as within it. This 
is not to say that domestic politics 
aren’t primary—they establish the 
EDVLF� WHUUDLQ� RI� FRQÀLFW�� ZLWKRXW�
a doubt. But since 2011, Yemen’s 
politics have been continually nego-
tiated by a complex (often opaque) 
web of actors stretching from Ri-
yadh in Saudi Arabia and Tehran to 
Washington and London. This has 
entailed both qualitative and quan-
titative shifts in the nature of for-
eign interest and action in Yemen, 
much of it driven by anxieties over 
or misunderstandings of Islamic 
republicanism. In the face of the 
transitional government’s resigna-
tion on Jan. 22, it became less clear 
than ever who is actually in charge 
of what in Yemen.

Following the dramatic “fall” of 
Sana’a in September 2014, many 
American and European analysts 
KDYH� R̆HUHG� H[SODQDWLRQV� RI� <H-
men’s political breakdown. These 
explanations point to the sectarian 
FRQÀLFW� EHWZHHQ� SDUWLVDQV� RI� WKH�
Yemeni Congregation for Reform 
(Islah), a long-standing staple of 
Yemen’s opposition politics and 
participant in the transitional gov-
ernment, and the militias of the 
+RXWKLV�� D� =D\GL� 6KLD� PRYHPHQW�
originating in Yemen’s far Northern 
Sa’ada governorate. As the Houthis 
successfully compelled the govern-
ment to renegotiate the terms of the 
transitional agreement originally 
brokered by the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) in 2011, American 
and European media framing has 
suggested that Yemen’s future (or at 
least the future of central state insti-
tutions) was being shaped by Shia 
militants bent on eliminating their 
Sunni rivals. As Sheila Carapico and 
I, and several others, have argued, 
this was then and remains now a 
EOXQW� RYHUVLPSOL¿FDWLRQ� RI� VHFWDU-
ian dynamics that masks important 
institutional power-politics.

Analysis of the Houthi movement 
DQG�LWV�FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�WKH�,VODK�SDUW\�
has largely been characterized in 
terms of military capability or sec-
tarian composition, not substantive 
ideology (at least beyond noting the 

Houthis’ anti-American rhetoric 
and slogan proclaiming “a curse on 
the Jews”). This has been a mistake, 
given that it is the Houthis’ substan-
tive political claims that make its 
UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� ,VODK� VR� GL̇FXOW�
to disentangle. As Jillian Schwedler 
argues in a forthcoming piece, it is 
dangerous to overemphasize nomi-
QDO�GL̆HUHQFH��LQ�WKLV�FDVH��LQ�VHFW��
RYHU� VXEVWDQWLYH� GL̆HUHQFH� �LQ� DF-
cess to institutional power, for ex-
ample), especially when this leads 
analysts to overlook substantive 
convergence (in ideological claims).

What does it mean to say that 
Yemen experienced a convergence 
around Islamist republicanism? 
Republicanism has often been dis-
missed by scholars as a logic of 
JRYHUQDQFH�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�DQG�
North Africa, owing in part to its 
discursive appropriation by popu-
list authoritarian regimes. Islamic 
modernism, drawing upon incipi-
ent nationalisms in the late colo-
nial period and seen as central to 
the development of contemporary 
Islamism, has been taken more se-
riously. What has not always regis-
WHUHG�� KRZHYHU�� LV� WKDW� LGHQWL¿DEO\�
republican claims have been central 
to the ideological core of Islamic 
modernism. In recent decades, the 
concept of Islamic republicanism 
has been primarily associated with 
post-revolutionary Iran, and the 
ideological claims of the former su-
preme leader, Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini in particular. This fails 
to appreciate the inherent republi-
canism among Islamists elsewhere 
in the region, an intellectual blind 
VSRW�WKDW�KDV�KDG�VRPH�UHDO�H̆HFWV�
,VODPLVWV�LQ�WKH�$UDE�0LGGOH�(DVW�

have often called for states that 
serve their citizens on the basis of 
accountable governance and at least 
some measure of political equal-
ity. They typically limit their calls 
for equality and citizenship in pro-
cedural terms such as electoral suf-
frage and due process, rather than 
more wide reaching forms of legal 
equality. In the 2000s, even such 
limited republican claims proved 
challenging to existing regimes, 
which were for the most part either 
LQVẊFLHQWO\�,VODPLF�LQ�RULHQWDWLRQ�
(as in the secular military regimes) 
RU�LQVẊFLHQWO\�DFFRXQWDEOH�WR�FLWL-
zens (as in the monarchies) or both. 
This made Islamist republicans a 

staple of the opposition landscape 
in most countries in the region in 
the 2000s and facilitated meaning-
ful Islamist-secularist cooperation 
LQ�SURWHVWV�DQG�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�LQ�0R-
rocco, Jordan, Egypt and elsewhere.

The Arab uprisings of 2011—and 
the suppression of Islamist repub-
lican dissent since then—highlight 
WKH�VWUDLQ�WKDW�WKLV�VSHFL¿F�LGHRORJL-
cal trend puts on regional regimes, 
particularly when it cuts across 
the putatively unbridgeable Sunni-
Shia divide. The uptick in sectar-
ian mobilization today is, in part, a 
response to the suppression of just 
such convergence. While Islamists 
played little leadership role in the 
Arab uprisings, the logic of account-
ability that undergirded each of the 
populist movements was recogniz-
able and resonant. But from Syria to 
Egypt to Yemen, when republican-
ism has been endorsed by Islamists 
DV�D�VSHFL¿FDOO\�,VODPLF�UHSXEOLFDQ-
ism, it has faced dual resistance by 
Arab and non-Arab foreign actors 
and organizations alike.

On the one hand, the anti-re-
publicans in the Gulf have typi-
cally managed the threat of repub-
licanism through a combination of 
co-optation, coercion and the ma-
nipulation of a citizenship (or sub-
jecthood) that has allowed the ex-
clusion, suppression and ultimately 
denaturalization of republican dis-
sent. On the other hand, European 
and American liberals who are criti-
cal of Islamism on the basis of its il-
OLEHUDOLVP�KDYH�R̆HUHG�DW�EHVW�WHSLG�
support for their inclusion in the 
political process. The 2011 upris-
ings presented a challenge to both 
groups, bringing to the fore a popu-
list demand for citizen accountabil-
ity among people for whom Islam 
is one of several resonant mobiliza-
tional frames. Islamist republican 
claims were not in 2011 and never 
have been an automatic choice 
DPRQJ� PRELOL]HG� 0XVOLPV�� EXW�
neither have they been irrelevant. 
In “tipping the balance,” outside 
actors and institutions have been 
important arbiters of domestic po-
litical struggles.

It is the Houthi movement’s re-
publican claims—which focus on ac-
countable governance, legal equal-
ity and anti-corruption—that have 
helped attract prominent “Sunni” 
¿JXUHV�� VXFK� DV� WKH� 6KD¿�PXIWL� RI�

the city of Taiz, Saad Bin Aqil, who 
has delivered Friday sermons to 
gatherings of Houthi loyalists. At its 
base, the Houthi movement makes 
a claim for limited government, 
and has resisted the consolidation 
of power that characterized the re-
gime of former president Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh and was repackaged by 
the 2011 GCC framework. The claim 
ÀRZV� QDWXUDOO\� IURP� WKH� =D\GL� LQ-
tellectual elite’s move in the 1980s 
and 1990s to adopt constitutional-
ism as a means of political survival 
as they faced encroachment from a 
SRSXOLVW� OHIW� DQG� D� 6DOD¿� ULJKW�� ,Q�
WKH� ����V�� =D\GL� WKLQNHUV� OLNH� WKH�
UHFHQWO\�DVVDVVLQDWHG� 0XKDPPDG�
$EGXOPDOLN� $O�0XWDZDNHO� ZHUH�
at the forefront of a constitution-
alist opposition, and their claims 
formed a critical bridge between the 
Houthis and republicans among Is-
lah’s center, as well as others in the 
VPDOOHU�EXW�LQWHOOHFWXDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�
parties of the Left. Such thinkers—
and the broader transformation of 
political discourse they helped to 
bring about through cross-sectarian 
and cross-partisan activism in the 
2000s—helped shape a language 
of dissent that contributed to the 
2011 uprising and made it possible 
for Islamist republicans of diverse 
stripes to recognize one another’s 
claims and the republican claims of 
their fellow (non-Islamist) citizens.

The work was not done only by 
=D\GL� WKLQNHUV�� 7KH� UHSXEOLFDQ�
commitments of a cohort of Islah 
leaders have also been obvious, if 
nonetheless complex and dynamic. 
The Islah party cannot be glossed 
as a simple facsimile of the Egyp-
WLDQ� 0XVOLP� %URWKHUKRRG�� WKRXJK�
many party leaders studied in Egypt 
DQG�DUH�RWKHUZLVH�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�WKH�
movement. It would similarly be a 
mistake to consider the party a front 
IRU� WKH� ZLGHU� 6DOD¿� PRYHPHQW�� DV�
some of its critics do, though the 
SDUW\� FRXQWV� SURPLQHQW� 6DOD¿V�
among its numbers. And then there 
DUH� WKH� WULEDO� ¿JXUHV� �VRPH� IURP�
ZHOO�NQRZQ� =D\GL� IDPLOLHV�� ZKR�
have served as kingmakers, adjudi-
cating disputes between the Broth-
HUV�DQG�WKH�6DOD¿V��DQG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
party and the regime. But it is the 
Brothers who form the ideological 
core of the party, producing its pub-
lic materials, crafting the speeches 
of most of its leaders and chairing 

DQG�VWḊQJ�LWV�SROLF\PDNLQJ�DSSD-
ratus. This group has a longstand-
ing commitment to republican gov-
ernance, consistently articulating 
a version of limited government 
that would, in the eyes of one party 
member, produce a constitution 
that would be the envy of Plato.

So if the possibility of Houthis 
and Islahis converging around a 
shared republican agenda seems 
far-fetched today, it was not always 
so. Young members of both move-
ments, as well as some indepen-
dents, came out of the 2011 pro-
test movement with an invigorated 
commitment to (civil, i.e., non-mil-
itary, non-tribal) republicanism, 
WKRXJK� WKH\� GL̆HUHG� IURP� PDQ\�
prominent activists on whether 
secularism was a requisite attribute 
of such a republic. Young leaders 
from both groups professed to see 
no contradiction between the con-
cept of a civil state, and a republican 
regime with an Islamist orientation. 
So what happened?

Two factors—one domestic, one 
regional—exerted a pull on this 
convergent republicanism in a way 
that has divided Yemen’s Islamist 
republicans. The GCC transitional 
mechanism, which was fronted by 
authoritarian regimes to promote 
stability, initially empowered Islah, 
and Houthi militants waged war on 
6DOD¿� HYDQJHOLVWV� LQ� 'DPPDM�� 7R-
gether, these two developments put 
WUHPHQGRXV� VWUDLQ� RQ� WKH� 0XVOLP�
Brothers in Islah, and left Islamists 
far more deeply polarized.

Both as a hedge against possible 
,UDQLDQ�LQÀXHQFH�RYHU�WKH�+RXWKLV��
and because Islah was the leading 
party in the existing opposition co-
alition, the GCC transitional frame-
work apportioned governing power 
to Islah and excluded the Houthis. 
0HDQZKLOH�� WKH� IUDPHZRUN� IDLOHG�
to deliver on the anti-corruption or 
transitional justice demands made 
by Houthis, which helped them to 
retain their relevance among Ye-
meni citizens. Escalating violence 
EHWZHHQ� +RXWKLV� DQG� 6DOD¿V� DOVR�
XQIROGHG� LQ� 'DPPDM�� DURXQG� WKH�
LVVXH� ORQJ�VWDQGLQJ� LVVXH� RI� 6DOD¿�
evangelism and cultural encroach-
PHQW��7KLV�¿JKWLQJ�OHG�WR�DQ�H[RGXV�
of thousands of internally displaced 
6DOD¿V� ZKR� UH�FRQJUHJDWHG� LQ�
6DQD¶D��7KRXJK�WKHVH�6DOD¿V�DUH�QRW�
necessarily Islahis—many are not 
even Yemeni—they have strained 
the possibilities for convergence 
and contributed to an escalating 

rhetoric of sectarian animus. A bete 
noire for centrist Brothers, Yemen’s 
6DOD¿V�KDYH�OLWWOH�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�SRZ-
er under the transitional agreement 
and have piggybacked on the party, 
leaving it the most obvious target 
for Houthis excluded by that agree-
ment and eager to play a more di-
rect role in reconstituting power in 
a post-Saleh Yemen.
0HDQZKLOH�� *XOI� FRXQWULHV¶� WRO-

HUDWLRQ�RI�,VODK�EHFDPH�PRUH�GL̇-
cult to sustain in the aftermath of 
WKH� FRXS� DJDLQVW� 0RKDPHG� 0RUVL�
in Egypt and the subsequent sup-
SUHVVLRQ� RI�0XVOLP�%URWKHUV� WKHUH�
and in the Gulf. The Houthis’ move 
into Sana’a in September 2014 and 
forcible rewriting of the transitional 
agreement was countenanced not 
because external actors recognized 
their republican claims, but as a 
means of clipping Islah’s wings. 
Yet it is precisely the Houthi move-
ment’s political claims—and its re-
sistance to details of the proposed 
federal restructuring in Yemen’s 
draft constitution—that escalated 
the most recent crisis.

International “openness” toward 
the Houthis in September, while 
legible in terms of dual Gulf and Eu-
ropean and American anxiety about 
(Islahi) Islamist republicanism, has 
had disastrous consequences, just 
as the earlier exclusion of Houthis 
from the governing compact did. 
As the International Crisis Group’s 
most recent report suggests, Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
�$4$3��LV�WKH�RQO\�EHQH¿FLDU\�RI�WKH�
January 2015 crisis. No matter how 
poorly conceived the GCC frame-
work may have been, the events in 
September communicated clearly 
that agreements could be rewritten 
by force, a process now underway 
again. This time, however, Yemen 
stands more polarized in sectarian 
terms, with Islamist republicans 
from Islah and the Houthi move-
ment unlikely, if not unable, to re-
alize their substantive convergence. 
Understanding the processes that 
“undid” this possibility is essential 
to any hope of its recuperation.

Stacey Philbrick Yadav is an asso-
ciate professor of political science 
at Hobart and William Smith Col-
leges and the author of “Islamists 
and the State: Legitimacy and In-
stitutions in Yemen and Lebanon” 
(I.B. Tauris, 2013) and other work 
on opposition politics in Yemen.
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3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFF#FFF\HPHQ�FRP�

Aden 
7HO�����������������
)D[�����������������
(�0DLO��FFFDGHQ#\�QHW�\H�

Yemen’s Houthis and Islamist 
republicanism under strain

Supporters of Yemen’s Houthi movement chant slogans during a rally in Sana’a, Yemen, Jan. 28. 
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