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ENRON to Invest
$3.5 billion on
First Phase of Gas
Exploitation Project

The letter of intent was signed
three weeks back, and the various
associated parties, including a
representative of the Yemeni gov-
ernment are, at this moment, in
London working out the details.
The initial 3-year phase was first
expected to cost $2.5 billion, but
this was upped to $3.5 billion
according to sources. This will
pay for most of the infrastructure,
including the pipeline and the
vessel to transport the liquefied
natural gas. A subsequent 2-year
phase will also involve some $ 2
billion in investments.

Most of the data is kept secret,
that way the “informed” people
will be able to carve out their
cuts. Already, famous kick-back
collectors are involved in the
project which has attracted many
senior members of society.
ENRON is, of course, an
American giant company with an
annual turnover exceeding $18
billion. ENRON Europe Limited,
its London-based subsidiary, is
handling the Yemen project.

A one million dollar study project
is underway to determine the
most cost-effective exploitation
means of the fifteen trillion cubic
feet of gas lying in the Marib-Al-
Jawf basin. The study will also
determine the most plausible
pipeline route, although the most
likely course is southwards into
the Gulf of Aden.

Additional ~ options  include
smaller pipelines to feed large
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industries, the electric generation
stations, cement plants, and ulti-
mately smaller factories and even
households.

The government of Yemen
handles this project within the Oil
Exploration Authority, although
the Yemen Gas Corporation is
being established. In less two
weeks, the YGC may be in place,
and Mr. Mohammed Al-Madani
is tapped to be its general
manager.

Anthony R. Way, Vice President
(Gas  Supply), and Robert
Meckna, Director, both of
ENRON Yemen have recently
visited Yemen to push the deal.
An Enron president is expected to
fly into Yemen to sign the agree-
ment once it is completed.

The Yemeni government is
already holding out the promise
of prosperity to the public. A
front-page story on one of the
official newspapers recently pro-
claimed that Yemen will earn a
billion dollars a year over the
next thirty years. Therefore, don’t
anybody worry!

That kind of logic is both faulty
and dangerous.

To start with, no revenue will be
coming before about the end of
this decade, or at least five years
hence.

Second, the necessary invest-
ments, well over five billion
dollars are not yet there. Even the
Enron deal is not at hand.

Of course, gas represents an
important potential for the
country’s growth. It is a helping
factor, but it is not enough. What
this country needs is proper allo-
cation of resources and a plan to
reduce the mismanagement that
plagues the economy. Unless cor-
ruption and inefficiency are
stamped out, no matter how much
revenue is generated will not be
sufficient to launch Yemen’s
take-off in development.
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“THE UNITY IS DONE.
We'll not be pushed into violence.”

In a calm and thoughtful
address to the opening
session of the Congress of
the Central Committee of
the Yemen Socialist Party,
Mr. Ali Salim Al-Beedh, |
Vice Chairman of the |
Presidential Council and
Secretary-General of the
YSP, strongly insisted that
the  re-unification  of
Yemen was done, and that
his party will oppose any
efforts by any side to undo
it. “We will not allow irre-
sponsible persons to push
us into violence either,”
he stated.

Al-Beedh pointed out that
he and his party has, for

three years, urged “our
partner” in power - the PGC - to
make changes towards the

creation of a society in which
all citizens enjoy equal citizen-
ship, and to create a system
based on law and order and
institutions. All the time, the
answer we got was “No!”

Then for two months following
the elections, we tried again.
The country cannot be managed
through certain privileged indi-
viduals and groups.

But to no avail.
“l urge you to consider in the

proposals and solutions you
come up with in your delibera-
tions two things: a unified
Yemen, and a system in which
no side cancels the others.”

The Congress, which is being
held in Aden, started on
Tuesday, November O9th and
continued until, the 12th. It is
seen by many as a watershed in
the country’s crisis.
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Kuwaiti Foreign Minitser:

“I hope the fraternal Yemeni
people achieves stability,
safety and progress.”

His Highness Sheikh Sabbah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabbah, First Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs, declared that he
has much respect for the fra-
ternal Yemeni people.

In a statement carried by KUNA,
Kuwaiti News Agency, the
Kuwaiti official said, “I hope
that the fraternal Yemeni people
achieves stability, safety and
progress.” Referring to a recent
article written by a Kuwaiti jour-
nalist in which he called for the
dismantling of Yemeni unity,
Sheikh Sabbah stressed that the
article’s contents in no way rep-
resent the official position of the
Kuwaiti government. “The article
does not represent the official

line of the government, which is
based on respect for the integrity
and sovereignty of other states.”
Al-Watan newspaper ran an
article on the 15th of October in
which the author called on the
Kuwaiti authorities to allocate
$1 billion to break up Yemen.
The Yemeni media reacted
strongly to this article. Journal-
ists writing in Gulf newspapers,
and their surrogates have written
articles that fall much short of
professional journalism.

Yemen Times salutes Sheikh
Sabbah for his wisdom and far-
sightedness. We would like to
believe that if neighbors and
cousins disagree, they can still
be civil about it.
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SANAA UNIVERSITY:
AN EROSION OF PRESTIGE

Sanaa University today has become nothing
more than a large primary school. Students
come and go, they are instructed in over-
crowded classes, and they have no books.
There are few books in the library as well since
the annual acquisition has fallen to zero, no
international periodicals and journals are pur-
chased, and the labs of even the hard-science
colleges leave much to be desired. As a result
hardly any research is carried out.

Those who can among the university lecturers
have charted out for themselves another course
in society, while their university association has
remained at its minimum level.

The way “lectures” are given is also pathetic.
The teachers simply dictate the lesson, the
students scribble it on their notebooks and they
go home. They come back the next day for more
scribbling. At the end of the semester, the
students are expected to spill out whatever they
have memorized from their notes. Very little
thinking is involved.

On the 1st of November, the first semester
started. A semester is supposed to last for four
months. In Yemen it is a two-month process.
Even these two months are interrupted by this or
that national holiday. There are no books, and
the majority of the students are “non-attending
students.” It means they simply memorize the
notes of their colleagues and come for exams.
This week, the university decided to start the
classes for freshmen (actually fresh men and
fresh women). Nobody knows how this will be
done. The helplessness is so prevalent that
most of the persons involved with Sanaa
University couldn’t care less. They just perform a
ritual, and the end result is none of their
business.

The apathy is so prevalent that no one is inter-
ested in taking any firm stand to rectify things,
even within his or her surroundings. To add
insult to injury, the whole place is steadily being
politicized., which in itself is against the law. But
who enforces the law in today's Yemen?

I wouldn't be surprised if someday soon,foreign
universities start refusing to accept the certif-
icates issued by Sanaa University.

The steady erosion of the prestige and standing
of Sanaa University is part of the general
malaise which has gripped the Whole country
But couldn't the university Th P
professors, who are the most i
educated in the nation, take «
charge of their institution?
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Djibouti Foreign
Minister Concludes Visit

Djibouti  Foreign  Minister
Block Abdo Block left Sanaa
on Tuesday 9th November
following an official visit to
the Republic of Yemen.

The minister carried to
President Ali Abdullah Saleh
a letter from  Djibouti
President Hassan  Gouled
Aptidon. He carried back a
reply letter.

The two letters are said to be
concerned with coordination
of positions regarding the way
the Somali problem is
evolving.

Yemen and the USA

Today. Sunday, November
14th, Ms. Margaret Dean,
Director of the Arabian
Peninsula in the US State
Department.

Ms. Dean will be meeting
with several Yemeni officials
and public personalities.

On the tenth of November, A
State Department Spokesman
Michael McCurry read a state-
ment in which he stressed
American support and encour-
agement for the Yemeni evo-
lution towards democracy and
multi-party political system.
The statement described the
Yemeni parliamentary elec-
tions as “the first multi-party
elections in the Arabian
Peninsula -- (which) marked
an important development in
the history of the region.”

The statement further indi-
cated that Yemen's political
evolution was “strained due to
internal disagreements.”

The statement concluded by
re-affirming the American
belief that “there must be a
peaceful resolution of all polit-
ical issues through dialogue
among all interested parties.”

Elliot to Visit Yemen

British Deputy Undersecretary
of  State, Foreign  and
Commonwealth Office. Mark
Elliot arrives in Sanaa on
November 23rd, on board ol
the British Airways inaugura-
tion flight.

He will also participate in the
reception to be held on board
of the Royal Yacht the
Britannia scheduled to call on
Aden harbor on the 24th.

Mr. Eliot will hold important
meetings with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and other
Yemeni officials.

Hayel Saeed Group
Takes First Place

The Hayel Saeed Anam Group
occupied first place and thus
collected the Prize Trophy of
the Addis Ababa International
Fair which took place in the
Ethiopian capital last week.

The group dominated the

Yemeni pavilion in the
exhibition.

FPF Holds Conference
At the Physicians’ and
Pharmacists Syndicate, the

Federation of Patriotic Forces
(FPF) holds this morning at
10:00 am a press conference.
Headed by Sheikh Sinan Abu
Luhum, the FPF leadership
will explain its readings of the
current crisis, its demands and
solutions.

The press conference is open
to all interested persons.

The FPF is made up from a
broad coalition of Bakeel
sheikhs, the regional/tribal
conferences such as Saba,
Talahum. Hajjah. Taiz confer-
ences, many unions, public
personalities and others. This
group has served as mediator
before taking a stand vis-a-vis
the PGC, YSP and Islah,

Qatar’s Ambassador
Presents Letters of
Credence

H.E. Mr. Mohammed Ali Al-
Ansari, Ambassador of the
State of Qatar, presents his
letters of credence to Lt-
General Ali Abdullah Saleh.
Chairman of the Presidential
Council, on Thursday, 11th
November.

With the arrival of the Qatari
ambassador in Sanaa, three of
the six Gulf states (Saudi
Arabia, Oman, and Qatar) are
now represented in Yemen at
the ambassadorial level. The

other three have charge
d’affairs.
Qatar, it will be noted, has

taken an independent attitude
vis-a-vis the parties involved
in the Gulf Crisis, whether in
favor., neutral or against.
Along with Oman, it has an
ambassador in Baghdad.

Parliament and
Government Exchange
Letters

The House of Representatives
and the Government have
exchanged letters according to
which the two sides have
expressed determination to
join hands in combatting the
deteriorating security condi-
tion. Prime Minister Haidar
Abubakar Al-Attas and his
cabinet are to join the parlia-
mentary session this morning,
Sunday. November 14th. The
Prime Minister will explain
what his government is going
to do regarding the new
check-points, high military
alert situation, and numerous
steps taken by the PGC and
YSP in preparation for a
showdown.

The parliament has set up a
committee to remove the
check-point3 and has issued a
communique denouncing the
alert conditions,
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YEMEN HUNT OIL COMPANY

We are looking for qualified individuals
to join YHOC in the following position:

* Air Conditioner Technician *

Candidates must have a minimum of four years
repairing and troubleshooting various types of
Air Conditioners and Cooling Systems.

Candidates must apply by 21 November 1993
in order to be eligible for employment.
All applicants must have a Yemen 1.D.,

and be proficient in reading and writing English.

If you meet the above requirements,
please forward your resume and a photograph

to:

Yemen Hunt Oil Company,
Attn: Personnel Department,
P. O. Box 481, Sanaa,
Republic of Yemen

Sanaa Branch:

Facsimile: 209-566

Facsimile: 211-883

S A

Telephones: 213-662/3/4/5/6

P. O. Box 19845, Sanaa.
Hodeidah Branch:
Telephone: 217-040/1/2/3

P. O. Box 4894, Hodeidah.
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MAASTRICHT TREATY QUIETLY
COMES INTO EFFECT:

The European  Community’s Maastricht
Treaty came into force discreetly on the first
of this month, a holiday in most member
states, opening the way to a new European
union destined to face the major challenges
of economic recovery.

At a special EC summit meeting on the
occasion, community heads of state and gov-
ernment tried to breath new optimism into a
community that has been bogged down for
more than a year now in pessimism with
more than 17 million unemployed workers at
present and 40 million poor. The big
economic decisions are expected next month,
at the regular EC summit meeting to be held
in Brussels 10-11th December, 1993.

“We will have two big challenges to tackle:
GATT (trade negotiations under the auspices
of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade), and the white paper on recovery,
competitiveness and employment, which
calls for some concrete measures to deal with
recession and unemployment”, Belgian
Foreign Minister Willy Claes said.

His country holds the EC rotating presidency
until the end of the year. Actually, com-
munity members still have to agree on the
name of the new-style community coming
into effect with the Maastricht Treaty, aimed
at closer European union. The Belgian pres-
idency favors “European union”, but Britain
is reluctant.

British Prime Minister John Major told cor-
respondents that he thought the term “union”
to be ambiguous, as advocates of European
federalism consider it to include a “central-
izing” aspect that Britain cannot accept.
Major said that what the community needs is
“more cohesion within it, and more ambition
outside.”

With Maastricht, the EC is going to equip
itself with a single currency before the end of
the century, joint foreign and defense
policies, and new fields of action such as
education, culture, health, consumer pro-
tection, and transportation, energy and tele-
communications networks.

The treaty also introduces the notion of
European citizenship and modifies the opera-
tion of existing institutions, granting more

extensive powers to the European Parliament
thanks to “co-decision.” But the new com-
munity is not as untied as many had hoped, in
that Denmark and Britain got their partners to
make some exemptions for those two coun-
tries. giving rise to a “two-speed Europe™ in
some respects.

The Danes have opted out of the idea of
European citizenship and the single currency.
Britain has reserved its decision on par-
ticipating in the single currency (to replace
national units), and has rejected any “com-
munization” of social policy .

Meanwhile, in Bonn, the opposition Social
Democratic Party (SPD) expressed “skep-
ticism” about the treaty application, pointing
to what it called a lack of democratic legit-
imacy afflicting European institutions.

Party General Secretary Guenter Verheugen
spoke on radio of “Congenital malforma-
tions” of the Maastricht Treaty and
denounced a desire “to build a European
union without seeing to democratic legit-
imacy for its institutions.

“We need a European constitution at once.
We need clear rules as to which institution in
Europe will have which responsibilities, and
we need wider parliamentary supervision and
co-responsibility”.  Otherwise, European
public opinion might not back greater inte-
gration. But the Kohl administration hailed
the application of the treaty.

The choice of Frankfurt as the headquarters
of the future European Monetary Institute
(EMI) is “an important factor” in promoting
the influence of German monetary policy on
a European scale, Finance Minister Theo
Waigel said recently. He told the German
economic daily Handelsblatt that the future
European currency would be “attached” at

the outset to the German mark’s tradition of

stability.
The institute is the forerunner of the
European central bank, which is to guide

introduction of the European Community’s
single currency in 1999, at the latest. The
German finance minister has said the choice
of Frankfurt should lower the German
public’s skepticism about EC economic and
monetary union, and it noted that the trust in
the German mark built up over the years is
still intact.

Deadly Winter Looms for Thousands
of Bosnians as the World Watches:
Thousands of Bosnians face the risk of
freezing to death this winter in several
Bosnian enclaves still menaced by Serbian
and Croat forces. Some of these are in so-
called “safe areas” declared by the UN.
A report by the top UN humanitarian agency
said conditions in Srebrenica, one of the
enclaves, were the worst of three ecast
Bosnian enclaves because of severe refugee
overcrowding and a lack of insulated shelter.
“The chief headache is not food but the
terrible shelter conditions.
People face the prospect of freezing to death
this winter rather than starving to death,” said
a report issued by the Unites Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
“Many people will try to survive the winter
in exposed, draughty and cold structures. The
old and very young face a high risk of
freezing to death,” it said.
An estimated 44,000 people, most of them
refugees from eastern towns overrun by the
Serbs, are packed into Srebrenica, where
25,000 lived before the war.
Srebrenica, Zepa and Gorazde were des-
ignatcd UN-protected havens last spring to
halt Serb artillery sieges.
' A small number of DdLILL,I\LLﬂHIU soldiers and

UN food and medical aid convoys reach all
three pockets every week. But they are still
sealed off and sporadically fired on by Serb
forces.

With (Srebrenica’s) over-crowding . . . there
is an environment of dependency and non-
productivity, civil disorder, infrastructural
destruction and potential for epidemia,” the
UNHCR report said.

Compounding Srebrenica’s plight has been
renewed due to Serbian military pressure on
the enclave.

UN sources said Serb forces infiltrated into
Srebrenica’s demilitarized zone on October
27 and three people were killed in clashes.
They withdrew after the intervention of the
small Canadian peacekeeping contingent in
the enclave.

“This was the most serious incident in many
weeks and indicates that the Serbs are intent
on keeping up a permanent military drumbeat
against the enclave,” said a UN source.
“They want to keep up the pressure in the

hope of eventually driving Bosnians out of

the entire region,” he added.

The collapse of UN-mediated peace nego-
tiations on Bosnia since the three enclaves
were made “safe areas” has prevented any
reconstruction after over a year under bom-
bardment.
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Refardless of where we go
and what we do, holidays are
meant to revitalise us, phys-
ically and psychologically,
partlyby releasing us from

the obligations of the
workaday world.
About 80% of holiday

makers, in fact, return home
feeling recharged and satis-
fied. The kind of respite we
seek speaks volumes about
our personality and lifestyle,
according to specialists in the
world of leisure.

Type A personalities, for
example - those hard-driving
souls who hate to wait - tend
to remain aggressive and
impatient even on holidays.
On the other hand, “low risk”
. personalities (people who
don’t like to take risks and
who embrace structure and
predictability) are likely to

remain fiercely loyal to a
single holiday destination,
perhaps even returning to the
same hotel year after year.
They may be likely to toil in
structured jobs, and to be
drawn to structured trips
such as tours and cruises. Yet
we should not confuse this
group with inactive people
who are loaded with stress
and who are most likely to
book a sit- and-veg beach
holiday.

But there are those on the
opposite end of the spectrum,
those who crave unstructured
or adventure experiences,
such as trekking in the wild-
erness. These are the self-
starters, people motivated by
an internal drive, and
attracted to a less disciplined
work environment.

One’s fantasy may be to

German Tourists in Taiz
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become a different person on
holiday, but experts say that
is not what happens.
When Type A personalities
g0 on vacation, they continue
the same compulsive, com-
petitive behavior as they do
at work - go, go, go. They try
to acomplish more and more
tasks. It is unfortunate that
their hard-driving ways get in
the way of their vacationing.
They need to learn to relax
their pace, if at least to
accomodate their less com-
ulsive companions, e.g.
amily members.
Even worse, Type A people
are likely to take along a
briefcase of work and call in
several times to the office to
check on various things.
There is nothing wrong with
that, provided it does not
bother the companions.

Newspaper people Try to Play Cupid!

FAILURE IN LOVE!

By Ismail Al-Ghabri,
Yemen Times

Young people complain of
failure in love. Many news-
papers and magazines carry
their stories, problems and
offer “solutions”. But it
seems that most of these
tragic stories are home-
cooked so that they appear
to be true. I know many
journalists and editors who
create their stories out of
their own fantasies.
Whenever there are true
stories, and I don’t deny
there are a few of these
around, I find the families
are to blame for the
problems of the youth.
They in turn blame society,
the times, and even the
leisure time available to the
youngsters. Many parents
urge educationists as well
as government officials to
find suitable hobbies and
recreation facilities for the
younger folks.

Newspaper and magazines
assign large space for the
stories of young folks. They
say that there is a respon-
sibility ~ towards  social
issues. The problems are
laid out in permanent
columns, and then solutions
are sought.

First, most of the problems
of youngsters orbit around
one central issue - failue in
love. Sometimes what you
read in newspapers in unbe-
lievable. It is as if we were
not in Yemen. Then again, I

tell myself, “It is the sign of
the times.”

I strongly feel about certain
values and about how much
of yourself you should
expose to the public. Take
for example, the story our
newspaper, the Yemen
Times, ran last week. If I
did not see the letter sent by
that lady, I would not have
believed a Yemeni woman
would write crying out, “I
need a husband!” Again, it
is a sign of how much
change has taken place in
this society.

Now, why are there many
failures in love affairs?
This is partly because of
the social value system and
the transitional fabric of our
society. There is a rising
level of openness, but not
yet enough. There are many
cases of wurban courting
which presumably should
lead to marriage. The
process is interrupted only
part of the way. A careful
reading of these stories also
shows that financial com-

plications are another part
of the explanation. Finally,
part of the cause may lie in
the way we bring up our
children. The family is
responsible for the lack of
sufficient interaction
between the sexes, even

within the circle of rel-
atives.

Even then, we cannot
ignore  other important

factors behind this social
problem. One aspect is the
cultural phenomenon in the
form of lack of hobbies that
would absorb part of their
free time, talent and energy.

The youth are thus vic-
timized as they fall easy
prey to immature love
affairs which often end up
in a tragic way. While the
families bear responsiblity
for the up-bringing of their
children in as ideal a way
as possible, educationists,
non-governmental organiza-
tions, voluntary groups,
clubs, and other are organ-
izations also play a major
role.

It is interesting that some
form of assistance has come
from an unexpected source
- journalists and newspaper
people. These have been
increasingly * receiving
letters from “broken-hearts”
and try to guide them to the
proper course of action.
Well this is something good
the papers are doing. Who
said journalists do not give
anything useful to society!

Yemeni families on Picnic by a rain-stream, on the Sanaa-Hodeidah Highway

At the other end of the
spectrum are those outer-

directed people who like
structure. These people want
to have everything pre-
dictable and efinite.

Between this group and the
earlier “go-go™ group lies the
majority of vacationers.

To cater for this majority,
tour operators have come up
with programs which have a
minimum level of fixed
program supplemented with
free time or unstructured
hours in which the traveller
can decide to do whatever
he/she wants. That makes it
easy both for the traveller
who wants to jump ship and

explore and the other who
would rather play sail with
the tide.

Here in Yemen, the foreign
tourists are mostly the A
Type unless they come in
groups. Group tourists are
mostly the structured type.

In between the two, a wide
range of personalities come
to Yemen. Many of them are
repeat visitors.

Among the Yemenis them-
selves, tourism is a new
concept. Most Yemenis mix
holidays with other purposes
like going on a government

or business trip and
extending the stay to
vacation. Most Yemenis

and
other medical needs. Tourism
comes in as a corollary.

The new trend, however, is

travel for check-ups

the weekender trips and
picnics.  More and more
Yemenis are beginnin% to
plan their weekends. They
usually travel within the
country. The overnight vaca-
tions as well as the day-long
picnics have become a
normal part of Yemeni life-
style. The main consideration
is the cost element.

By: Fatma Rawah,
Social Editor,
Yemen Tims.

BRITISH AIRWAYS

DIRECT SERVICE FROM YEMEN TO LONDON

)" 4

« Club World.

« World Traveller

Now you'll be able to travel between Yemen and London non-stop on British
Airways DC10, from 23 November 1993.

3 Genuine classes of travel.

« First Class offering British Alrways exclusive sleeper service.

« Fullinflight entertainment with personal video screens in First
and Club World classes.

« Timed to offer excelient connections beyond London to Europe -
Africa - USA - Canada.

ADEN - (02) 243475/ 274150

SCHEDULE
(EFFECTIVE FROM 23 NOVEMBER 1993.)
[FLTNBR]| DAYS | FROM | TO DEP | ARR |
BA 137 TUE/SAT LONDON ADEN 1130 2155
(GATWICK) ;
BA 136 TUE/SAT ADEN LONDON 2255 0625*
(GATWICK)
[ BA 137 TUE/SAT LONDON SANA'A 1130 2359
(GATWICK)
BA 136 WED/SUN SANA'A LONDON 0125 0625
(GATWICK)
*  NEXT DAY

FOR RESERVATIONS OR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT YOUR
TRAVEL AGENT OR BRITISH AIRWAYS.

SANA,A - (01) 248151 / 248152
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THE FIGHT AGAINST
AUTHORITARIANISM

By: Political Editor,
Yemen Times.

The fight against author-
itarian tendencies is going to
be a long war. Although
Yemen  has  technically
braced democracy and multi-
party politics, the little
authoritarian devil in the
mind and psyche of all of,
not least of all, our rulers has
not yet disappeared.

The authoritarian nature of
our upbringing and of the
whole background comes to
the open many times during
our interactions. For
example, the way our rulers
use (actually mis-use) gov-
ernment funds is reminiscent
of the old days when there
was no distinction between
the ruler’s personal money
and society’s funds.

But authoritarianism is not
just at the top - it is every
where. One aspect of this
authoritarianism is what the
Yermen Times publisher
referred to as the “little
dictator” in talking about the
government bureaucrat. In a
country where accountability
is non-existent, each bureau-
crat who has a signature to
make on any formality has a
certain leverage to exercise
over the person ftrying to
complete the paperwork.

It is this element that has
become a most pressing part
of the administrative reform
package.

One way to fight against this
situation is simply to reduce
the number of signatures
required on our formalities.
Why should we have thirty,
forty or even fifty signatures.

The logic behind these sig-
natures is that the govern-
ment bureaucrat is more
honest, or at least more patri-
otic than the citizen who has
a formality to complete. Of
course, this is rubbish.

Then to ensure that certain
bureaucrats do not sell off to
the person with the formal-
ities, the government involves
more bureaucrats in any
single formality, so that the
clerks may watch each other.
By the time we are done, it
appears that the person with
the formalities has to satisfy
a larger number of crooks.

If Yemen is to advance, we
have to fight against this sit-
uation. First and foremost,
we have to fight against the
authoritarianism that con-
tinues to dwell in everyone
of us.!

HAPPY MARRIED LIFE

to the newly-wed couple, to the SHEHADEHS,

from all of us at CCC
We wish you a happy and lasting marriage.
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BA Aden Manager Appointed

British Airways has appointed
Mr. Joe Rajadurai as its District
Mr.
Rajadurai, who likes to be called
Joe, comes from Jeddah where
he has served as Customer
Service Manager for BA over

Manager for  Aden.

the last five years.
A Sri Lankan national,

Joe
joined BA in 1978 in Colombo.
Since then, he has served with
the airline in Singapore, Kuala
Lampur, Riyadh, Jeddah, and

now Aden. Already in place in

Aden, Joe expressed his delight with the new assignment.
“I look forward to making many Yemeni friends,” he said.
David Cooper, BA Yemen Manager, exceptionally busy
these days arranging for the start of operation on
November 23rd, expressed happiness with Joe's arrival.
“He is an experienced person, and he will make a good
addition to the Aden team,” Cooper said.

The Aden team already includes Miss Ettefaq Ismail,
Marketing/Administrative Executive, Hunaid Hatimbhai.
Chief Reservation Officer, Ms. Shabnam Hamid Aziz and
Miss Rubina Kapadia, both Reservation/Sales Agents.
British Airways, in collaboration with the British Tourism
Authority has carried out over the last two weeks work-
shops in Sanaa and Aden for tour operators and ticketing
agencies. “The idea is to acquaint them with international
standards and procedures to increase their knowledge and
efficiency,” David Cooper pointed out.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

6 apartments suitable as offices
in a fantastic location on ring
road facing Sanaa University

INNER RING

SANAA
UNIVERSITY
College of
Economics

ibn Al-Ameer

Several aparments are available
overlooking the intersection.
interested tenants, please call:
01-227-508 (afternoons)
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This page offers articles translated
from the Arabic newspapers.

JUST THINKING ALOUD
It is necessary to understand
ourselves well. We must feel
within ourselves that we are
safe and beyond the reach of
fear, hunger, diseases, illit-
eracy, grudges, and hatred.
We should not believe that
we are special folks in the
world. We must learn to live
and co-exist with all others
wherever they are in this
world.

It is definite that we have
committed a mistake when
we haven't studied well what
happened to us in the post-
unification period. It is true
we have talked and written a
lot about the unification of
Yemen with pride, of course
well-justified. But we have
done a proper and deep
analysis of the faults during
the transitional period.

What happened is that we
shook hands, welcomed,
braced each other haughtily.
Then we plunged ourselves
in the affairs of the state. The
second grave fault which we
committed was our unstudied
and uncalculated position in
the Gulf War. The outcome
of the Gulf War was dev-
astating as it led to a schism
in inter-Arab relations. And
when our immigrants - more
than one million of them -
returned home, what has the
government done for them?
The third fault is that we
sorted out and categorized
our people according to their
tribes, regions, political affil-
iations and other criteria.
Thus, the citizens were strat-

ified according to their
classes.

Then we began to dis-
criminate  against  certain

regions depriving them from
their rights and privileges.
We stood against the evolu-
tion of Aden into a Free
Zone or to allow it to
become the economic and
commercial capital of the
Republic, it was ordained to
become. The fourth fault is
that we haven’t carried over
the best there was of the two
former systems.

What was the result?

We added more agony. suf-
fering, poverty to our
homeland and citizens. The
irresponsibility and  neg-
ligence was such that we
even delayed the salaries of
our soldiers and employees,
and deprived them of their
allowances. We have forced
them to travel hundreds of
miles to Sanaa to complete
paperwork because of an
overly centralized system. In
Sanaa, they faced oppres-
sion, neglect and arrogance.
They returned to their towns
and villages humiliated and
full he people who run it..
The significant point is that
all sides, in some way or
another, have made mistakes.
People feel that their is no
respect to the constitution,
system of government and
the laws in general. People
feel that no public funds are
not properly spent on educa-
tion, sanitation, housing,
development, etc. The Riyal
continues its depreciation.
After all these shortcomings
and excesses, we never stop
boasting that our unity is the
best and unique in the world,
and that we can export our
model to other nations.

By: Abdu Hussain Ahmad,
Al-Ayyam, Aden,

3/11/1993

THIS IS THE CASE
ASITIS?
What is happening in Yemen
today? What is going to
happen in future? The recent
past witnessed the unification
process. Then unification
process turned out to be a

play of two protagonists, a
story of two cities, two
authorities, conflicts between
leaders, tribes, regions and
above all, a play of
miscalculations.

The two ruling systems split
up power at all levels - par-
liament, government port-
folios, armies, and many
other little things. The April
elections brought with it a
third partner to share in the

bounty.
Now, let us assess what is
happening in Yemen. To

approach the core of the
whole crises, we can review
certain points which were the
cause of the current crisis.
The parliamentary elections
led to a political chaos,
degraded the living standard,
created a  constitutional
vacuum and allowed uncon-
stitutional political practices.
Thus, a coalition government
was announced to cam-
ouflage the whole situation.
The past transitional period
tension and anxiety was the
result of an agreement
between the PGC and YSP.
Whenever they differed, the

spectre of horror over-
whelmed the public and
media.

Today the situation is worse
as a third partner has joined.
Those in authority are
responsible for the fear and
anxiety that haunt us all. The
issue is not a matter of par-
liamentary elections, the
merger of PGC/YSP or re-
arranging the division of
authority with the third
partner. The whole issue in
its essence is how to correct
the mistaken political
postures. There will be no
political stability, construc-

tion and development
without correcting the
mistakes that turned the

country into political. social
and economic chaos.

The problem of the leader-
ship of the country is that it
behaves in a questionable
manner as if it were not legit-
imate. Thus, we see that the
leadership is reluctant in the
reform steps. It looks at the
fundamental issues in a
superficial way and deals
with them in a half-hearted
manner. It even hasn’t got
the tme and doesn’t
endeavor to find solutions to
what is going on in society.
The fundamental issue first
of all is the creation of a
modern institution-based
state. Although this is what
the leadership repeats all the
time, it does nothing about it.
All in all, what we require
now of the leadership is to
take the necessary steps
towards reform and correct
the mistakes of the past
period. It should learn from
what has happened and what
is going to happen in order
to avoid any calamity in
future.

By : Salim Al-Haj,

Al-Hadaf AlArabi, Sanaa,
1/11/1993.

THE FOUR DESTRUCTIVE
COLUMNS!

It is self-evident that the
Fifth column (among us) has
done its job, and has led to
the downfall of our nation. It
is true that large armies may
be required from outside to
defeat a nation, but one small
group of native saboteurs -
The Fifth Column - may be
enough to defeat a nation her
from inside. Our nation, it
was defeated by a large
foreign conspiracy working
together with a fifth column
from inside.

When we evaluate all the
calamities that befell our
nation, we shoulder respon-
sibility for the outside factor.

We should not just focus on
the factors of imperialism,
we must not forget those
fifth columns which are
responsible for all the calam-
ities committed against our
nation. There are four groups
working in this Fifth column
trying to destroy the nation.

The first of these groups are
the illiterates. These people
are unaware of the realities
and they trust any person
wherever he leads them.
They are just like the un-
cultivated land wars what-
ever seed is planted into it.

The second group are those
people who are passive.
Their slogan is “We don’t
hear. We don’t see. We don’t
talk.” They don’t interact.
The third group is the
column of the deceived and
misled people - those who
call for freedom, but par-
ticipate in slaughtering the
nation. This  group is
educated but they require a
better understanding of the
truth.

The fourth group today is
called the Fifth column and it
includes the  hypocrites,
those who have many faces,
pursue contradicting trends.
Those who hate and praise at
the same time. In politics
they are called opportunists.
They are ready to destroy the
nation. In short, the Fifth
column is the source of all
rumors that divide the nation.
By:

Muhannad Al-Yemani
Al-Sahwah, Sanaa,
4/11/1993

UPSIDE DOWN PRESS
For the tenth/twentieth time,
the leaders of the PGC and
YSP issue their instructions
to their newspapers to stop
mud-slinging. Each time
those papers publish their
leaders’ instructions and stop
their campaigns for a while.
They obey the instructions
for one or two issues of their
papers. and then return to
squabbling immediately
thereafter, often in a much
more intense and severe
style. Let me comment on
this situation.

First, it is normal to
exchange ideas in the press.
But when such exchange
deviates from the rules of
proper debate, it causes a lot
of harm to the relationship.
This means there is a certain
permanent damage done.
Why can’t the press limit
itself to decent dialogue?
Second, it seems that the
only thing that stops the
media squabbling 1s the
instruction of the party
leaders. What this means is
that the law of press is irrel-
evant to what they do. The
principles that govern pro-
fessional journalism are non-
existent.

Third, from experience, I can
say that the leaders of the
parties don’t give instruc-
tions to start the slur cam-
paigns, and that their journal-

1sts and newspapers
volunteer to provide the
“service” and thus inflame
the situation.

B

y:

Abdul Wahab Almuyyad,
22 May, Sanaa,
3/11/1993.

ASSASSINATIONS AND
THE YEMENI UNITY
The enemies of Yemeni
unity and democracy was
incapable of affecting the
national unity over the past
years since May, 1990. The
enemies realize that the hard-
ships which Yemen is under-
going these days, might
possibly be the beginning of
re-partitioning. The enemies
try all the time to create the

situation of crisis. Our
enemies follow different
techniques - from explosives
to  assassinations,  from
shaking the trust in the
economy (exchange rate) to
blocking development
investments.

They even tried robbing and
kidnapping foreigners and
tourists. The march of the
unification and democracy
remains stable and strong
due to the realization of all
Yemeni patriots of the
threats and challenges facing
the nation. But this time, the
enemies of the nation began
to carry out assassination
attempts directed, not towards
the politicians themselves,
but towards their children
and relatives. What they aim
to achieve by these crimes is
to flame up the differences
among the leaders, parties,
families, tribes and regions.
These diabolic actions try to
even block any good offices
of mediation.

But, with our unity and
democracy, we shall over-
come all those attempts.

By: Editorial
Al-Hares, Sanaa,
5/11/1993

RUMORS AND
IMPACT ON SOCIETY
A rumor is a socio-
psychological term which
means passing a specified
idea or information from one
person to another among the
public serving with the hope
of serving a certain aim or

purpose.

Rumors spread according to
the importance of the
subject. It increases in the
media when there is no cen-
sorship or supervision over
the newspapers. The rumor-
mongers exploit everything
to serve their aims.

We can distinguish between
four kinds of rumors:

I- Rumors for spreading
division and sectarianism.

2- Rumors for spreading fear

and horror.

3- Rumors for spreading
hope and confidence.

4- Other rumors of different
goals and intentions.
Psychological  researchers
confirm that the most
destructive kind of rumors
are those which cause
division among the national
forces and the leaders of a
country. Rumor mongers aim
at creating hatred by playing
on grudges among the
public.

They try to influence the
mind and soul by playing on
their fears and hopes.
Rumors in Yemen are used
to  fabricate  differences
among the three partners in
the coalition government
aiming at shaking trust and
credibility in the system by
feeding tension, fear and
anxiety among everybody.
To minimize the impact of
rumors, we ought to expose
its sources and clarify its
aims by providing the public
with all data and information
about what is going on these
days.

By :

Dr. Muhamed Ali Mugpbil,
Al-Mithag, Sanaa,
8/11/1993.

INVESTMENT AGAIN?
To start with, investment
requires a number of factors
such as the trust of the inves-
tors - whether they are local,
Arabs or foreigners. The law
of investment does specify
how to go about investing in
Yemen and in the Free Zone
of Aden.

Another factor in encour-
aging investments is the
return of all the confiscated
property, lands, buildings,
etc. to their legal owners.

The process of investment
requires enacting all laws,
by-laws, rules and regu-
lations to be enable the
implementation of projects
and plans. It is also impor-
tant to draw the attention of

the Yemenis who are living
abroad to invest their savings
in Yemen.

Finally, stability and
security are critical in
attracting Arab and foreign
investment to Yemen.

By Sameer Rajih,
Al-Rased, Sanaa,
3/11/1993.

THE HOMELAND IS
NOT AN ENDOWMENT
The most horrible calamity
on a human being is when he
feels that he is going to lose
his homeland. The homeland
is something holy that can’t
be handled with arrogance.
Citizens have the natural
right to be safety and respect
according to the laws of the
country. I don’t believe at
all that there is a single
citizen who doesn’t like his
homeland. We all like our
country and no one can say
that he likes it more than
anyone else. The affairs of
the homeland are the
business of all of us. The
homeland means dignity and
pride for us all

Yemenis possess wisdom.
What has affected us these
days is a loss of our wisdom.
Why all this squabbling and
insults? Our honor and
decency do not permit
carrying out experiments on
the people. We don’t want to
mention rulers usurped the
aspirations of their home-
lands and yet continue to
scream, “Oh, my homeland I
love you so much.” We also
don’t want to mention the
suffering of our people. Let
us deal with the people on an
equal basis. Nobody is born
superior to another, irre-
spective of where they were
born or to which tribe.

The homeland is not an
exchange or stock market for
bargains. It is a homeland for
all Yemenis.

By: Abdul Rakeeb Mugqbil,
Al-Shoura, Sanaa,
7/11/1993
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THE VISIT OF A TEAM FROM OMEGA WATCH SHOWS:

November 14th, 1993

YEMENI MARKET EXPECTED TO GROW RAPIDLY

They call it the “Sign of
Excellence.” Among watches,
“Omega always stands out,”
said Abdul-Hakeem Abdul-
Rahman Al-Ma’amari, who
holds the agency for Omega
watches in Yemen.

Roel Creveld, Area Manager,
and Thomas Blaser, Deputy
Area Manager, for OMEGA.,
agree. “Whenever, one
mentions the word Omega,
people immediately think of
the watch,” explained Roel
and Thomas in an interview
with Yemen Times prior to
their departure from Sanaa,
yesterday, Saturday, 13th
November.

~ Roel Creveld

only have come from Swit-
zerland. It could only have
come from Bienne in the
Swiss Alps.

Thomas Blaser

conditions of the deep sea,
such as 300 meters under
water.

As a specialty watch, the

Th

- it refuses to
- watch elsewhere. If you buy an Omega,

it could only have come from Switzerland.
|

factor*_is in Switzerland and
icense production of the

The Omega delegation spent
five days in Yemen in an
attempt to evaluate the
market potential and to plan
future marketing policies.
“We have a very strong and
aggressive agent in the Al-
Ma’amaris. We have seen
tremendous growth in the
sales of Omega in Yemen
and we expect even more
success,” stated Mr. Blaser.
Abdul-Rahman Al-Ma’amari
agrees. “Next year, we
expect growth of at least
50%,” he added.

Second, Omega is character-
ized by a strong link with
heritage and tradition. It is a
watch with a solid history
behind it.

Third, Omega is a watch that
is future oriented. There is a
consistent drive for excel-
lence.

Fourth, Omega is truly an
international brand. You can
find it in each and every
country of the world.

“We always upgrade the
quality of the watch and con-
tinuously work to advance it.

company is also willing and
able to tailor-make watch

dials by request. If a
company, government, Or
whoever is interested,

Omega will produce watches
with the logo of the ordering
party on the watch, espe-
cially if they were meant for
presenting as gifts.

“Many oil and trading com-
panies have done this before.
Some universities and gov-
ernments have also requested
this service. Omega would
be happy to do this on the

OMEGA is the first official time-keeper
of the Olympics. It is also the watch

American and Russian astronauts
wear on their space missions.

What makes it easy to sell
Omega watches?

The most obvious answer is,
of course quality. This is a
Swiss watch.

“You will please remember
that Omega watches are the
ones worn by American and
Russian astronauts in their
space missions. It is a
reliable watch even under
different conditions.

“Omega was also the first
official time keeper of the
Olympic games,” pointed out
Mr. Creveld.

We have a new line that is
now available, which is the
classic line - De Ville. You
can now get your Omega De
Ville watch in full solid 18
karate gold. These watches
are now available in
Yemen,” Thomas indicated.

The new Omega gold
watches, De Ville, have
become a fantastic wedding
gift from the groom to the
bride on their wedding night.

As the Omega people say,

basis of a special request,”
explained Blaser.
Abdul-Hakeem warmed up
to this possibility, and hopes
to receive orders from the
giant oil companies, business
families, and even govern-
ment officials with specific
requests.

The Greek letter Omega with
its special shape is the last
letter in the Greek alphabet.
It stands for the climax or
zenith, and yet, it symbolizes
the beginning of a new stage.

L‘)MEGA’S De Ville gold watch has become
- the symbol of the ultimate gift a groom
offers to his bride on their wedding.

“Omega is definitely one of

the best known brands
among consumer  goods
worldwide,” added Blaser.
Over the recent years,

Omega has taken on more
prestige and value. There are
many factors that explain
this development.

First, the watch belongs to an
exclusive club. The factory is
in Bienne, Switzerland and it
refuses to license production
of the watch elsewhere. If
you buy an Omega, it could

“When gold is supposed to
do more than just glitter.”

Then there is the new model
which is being tested in
several markets worldwide.
These are the Seamaster
watches which will be
launched in Yemen next
year. These are especially
important to sports people,
notably divers. Of course,
their use need not be limited
to divers, although they can
withstand pressure and

Last week’s visit was the
first for both Roel Creveld
and Thomas Blaser, although
it was not the first for
Omega.

When asked about their
impressions, they stressed
two important points.

A- “The impressions 1 got
from reading about Yemen
and learning from previous
visitors is that Yemen is that
is an ‘old place’. Therefore, I
conjured images of a tradi-
tional society. Somehow, I

Abdul-Hakeem Al-Ma’amari

Talking to Creveld and Blaser

OMEGA is happy and willing to produce
watches with tailor-made dials or
watches carrying the logo of
the ordering company.

expected a country that time
has by-passed and forgotten.
But I found Yemeni cities -
Sanaa, Taiz, Aden are
bustling and full of life.
These cities, but especially
the capital, have most of the
facilities of a modern city. 1
also found the dynamism and
active life which, no doubt
would continue to change
Yemen,” Blaser indicated.

“I have always dreamed of
coming to Yemen. There is a
romantic touch to the name
and to the history of this
nation. I am happy to have at
last come.

I was pleasantly surprised
with what 1 discovered,
although much different to
what [ had imagined. It is a
place 1 would like to come
back to,” stated Creveld.

The coming back part is a
real possibility, according to
Abdul-Hakeem’s plans and
expectations.

“Yemen is gradually, but
steadily evolving into an
important Omega market.
The actual growth of the
business and the potential
are bound to bring back our
friends from Switzerland,”
concluded Al-Ma’amari.

* Supply,

* Designing,

* Installation,

* Maintenance

2 Delchi

- AIR CONDITiONING AND REFRIGERATION

* Room Air-Conditioners,
* Package UnitS,

* Central Plants

OUR CHOICE FOR YOUR COMFORT

- TIHAMA TRACTORS & ENGINEERING CO., LTD.

Zubairy Street, Sanaa

P. O. Box No. 49, 49, Sanaa, Republic of Yemen.
Phones: 273-590, 273-044, 242-094; Fax: 274-119
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Prince Charles, Speaking about ISLAM AND THE WEST:

“Simply getting to know each other can achieve wonders.”

The following is the address delivered by
Prince Charles at the opening session of
the Oxford Center of Islamic Studies on
October 27th.

It was suggested to me when I first began to
consider the subject of this lecture, that I
should take comfort from the Arab proverb,
“In every head there is some wisdom.” 1
confess that I have few qualifications as a
scholar to justify my presence here, in this
theater, where so many people much more
learned than I have preached and generally
advanced the sum of human knowledge. I
might feel more prepared if I were an off-
spring of your distinguished university,
rather than a product of that “Technical
College of the Fens” - though I hope you
will bear in mind that a chair of Arabic was
established in 17th century Cambridge, a
full four years before your first chair of
Arabic at Oxford. Unlike many of you, I am
delighted, for reasons which I hope will
become clear, to be a patron of the Oxford
Center of Islamic World in Britain, and one
which I hope will earn its place alongside
other centers of Islamic study in Oxford, like
the Oriental Institure and the Middle East
Center, as an institution of which the uni-
versity, and scholars more widely, will
become justly proud.

Given all the reservations I have about ven-
turing into a complex and controversial
field, you may well ask why I am here in
this marvelous Weren building talking to
you on the subject of Islam and the West.
The reason is that I believe wholeheartedly
that the links between these two worlds
matter more today than ever before, because
the degree of misunderstanding between the
Islamic and Western worlds remains danger-
ously high, and because the need for the two
to live and work together in our increasingly
dependent world has never been greater. At
the same time 1 am only too well aware of
the minefields which lie across the path of
the inexpert traveller who is bent on
exploring this difficult route. Some of what I
shall say will undoubtedly provoke dis-
agreement, criticism, misunderstanding and
probably worse. But perhaps, when all is
said and done, it is worth recalling another
Arab proverb: “What comes from the lips
reaches the ears. What comes from the heart
reaches the heart.”

The depressing fact is that, despite the
advances in technology and mass com-
munication of the second half of the 20th
century, despite mass travel, the inter-
mingling of races, the ever-growing reduc-
tion or so we believe of the mysteries of our
world, misunderstandings between Islam
and the West continue. Indeed, they may
ance. There are one billion Muslims world-
wide. Many millions of them live in coun-
tries of the Commonwealth. Tens of millions
of them live in the West, and around one
million in Britain. Our own Islamic com-
munity has been growing and flourishing for
decades. There are nearly 500 mosques in
Britain. Popular interest in [slamic culture in
Britain is growing fast. Many of you will
recall and I think some of you took part in
the wonderful Festival of Islam which Her
Majesty the Queen opened in 1976. Islam is
all around us. And yet distrust, even fear,
persist.

In the post Cold War world of the 1990s ,
the prospects for peace should be greater
than at any time in this century. In the
Middle East, the remarkable and encour-
aging events of recent weeks have created
new hope for an end to an issue which has
divided the world and been so drematic a
source of vilolence and hatred. But the
dangers have not disappeared.

In the Muslim world, we are seeing the
unique way of life of the Marsh Arabs of
Southern Iraq, thousands of years old, being
systematically destroyed. I confess that for a
whole year I have wanted to find a suitable
opportunity to express my despair and
outrage at the unmentionable horrors being
perpetrated in Southern Iraq.

The international community has been told
the draining of the marshes is for agri-
cultural purposes. How many more obscene
lies do we have to be told before action is
taken?

Even at the eleventh hour, it is still not too
late to prevent a total cataclysm. I pray that
this might at least be a couse in which Islam
and the West could join forces for the sake
of our common humanity. I have highlighted
this particular example bacause it is so

avoidable. Elsewhere, the violence and
hatred are more intractable and deep seated,
as we go on seeing everyday to our horror in
the wretched sufferings of peoples across the
world - in the former Yugoslavia, in
Somalia, Angola, Sudan, in so many of the
former Soviet Republics. In Yugoslavia the
terrible sufferings of the Muslims, alongside
that of other communities in that cruel war,
helps keep alive many of the fears and prej-
udices which our two worlds retain of each
other. Conflict of course, comes about
because of the misuse of power and the
clash of ideals, not to mention the inflam-
matory activities of unscrupulous and
bigoted leaders. But it also arises, tragically,
from an inability to understand, and from the
powerful emotions which, out of mis-
understanding, lead to distrust and fear.

We must not slide into a new era of danger
and division because govenments and
people, communities and religions, cannot
live together in peace in a shrinking world.

It is odd, in many ways, that mis-
understandings between Islam and the West
should persist. For that which binds our two
worlds together is so much more powerful
than that which divides us. We share many
key values in common: Respect for knowl-
edge, for justice, compassion toward the
poor and underprivileged, the importance of
family life, respect for parents.

“Honor thy father and thy mother” is a
Quranic precept too. Our history has been
closely bound up together. There, however,
is one root of the problem. For much of that
history has been one of conflict; fourteen
centuries too often marked by mutual hos-
tility. That has given rise to an enduring tra-
dition of fear and distrust, because our two
worlds have so often seen that past in contra-
dictory ways.

To many of us in the West, Islam is seen in
terms of the tragic civil war in Lebanon, the
killings and bombings perpetrated by extre-
mist groups in Middle East, and by what is
commonly referred to as “Islamic funda-
mentalism.” Our judgement of Islam has
been grossly distorted by taking the
extremes to the norm. That is a seious
mistake. It is like judging the quality of life
in Britain by the existence of murder and
rape, child abuse and drug addiction. The
extremes exist, and they must be dealt with,
but when used as a basis to judge a society,
they lead to distortion and unfairness.
Another obvious Western prejudice is to
judge the position of women in Islamic
society by the extreme cases. The rights of
Muslim women to property and inheritance,
to some protection if divorced and to the
conducting of business, were rights pre-
scribed by the Quran fourteen hundred years
ago. In Britain at least, some of these were

novel even to my ‘“grandmother’s
generations!

We in the West need also to understand the
Islamic world’s view of us. There is'nothing
to be gained, and much harm to be done, by
refusing to comprehend the extent to which
many people in the Islamic world genuinely
fear our own Western materialism and mass
culture as a deadly challenge to their Islamic
culture and way of life. Some of us may
think the material trappings of Western
society which we have exported to the
Islamic world - television, fast-food, and the
electronic gadgets of our everyday lives - are
a modernizing, self-evidently good, influ-
ence. But we fall into the trap of dreadful
arrogance if we confuse “modernity” in
other countries with their becoming more
like us.

The fact is that our form of materialism can
be offensive to devout Muslims and I do not
Jjust mean the extremists among them. We
must understand that reaction. This, 1
believe, would help us understand what we
have commonly come to see as the threat of
Islamic fundamentalism. We need to be
careful of that emotive label, “funda-
mentalism™ and distinguish, as Muslims do,
between revivalists, who choose to take the
practice of their religion most devoutly, and
fanatics or extremists who use this devotion
for poltical ends. Among the many religious,
social and political causes of what we might
more accurately call the Islamic revival is a
powerful feeling of disenchantment, of the
realization that Western technology and
material things are insufficient, and that a
deeper meaning to life lies elsewhere in the
essence of Islamic belief.

Averroes and Avenzoor, like their counter-
parts Avicenna and Rhazes in the East, con-
tributed to the study and practice of
medicine in ways from which Europe ben-
efited for centuries afterward.

Islam nurtured and preserved the quest for
learning. In the words of the tradition, “the
ink of the scholar is more sacred than the
blood of the martyr”. Cordoba in the 10th
centrury was by far the most civilzed city of
Europe. We know of lending libraries in
Spain at the King Alfred was making terrible
blunders with the culinary art in this
country. It is said that 400,000 volumes in
its ruler’s library mountd more books than
all the libraries of the rest of Europe put
together. That was made possible because
the Muslims world acquired from China the
skill of making paper more than four
hundred years before the rest on non-
Muslim Europe. Many of the traits on which
modern Europe prides tself came to it from
Muslim Spain. Diplomacy, free tade, open
borders, the techniques of academic research
of anthrorpology, etiquette, fashion, alter-
native medicine, hospitals, all came from
this great city of cities.

Mediaeval Islam was a religion of remark-
able tolerance for its time, allowing Jews
and Christians the right to practice their
inherited beliefs, and setting an exmaple
which was not, unfortunately, copied for
many centrureis in the West. The surprise is
the extent to which Islam has been a part of
Europe for so long, first in Spain, then in the
Balkans, and the extent to which it has con-
tributed so much toward the civilization

Because we have tended to see Islam
as the enemy of the West, as an alien
culture, society and system of belief,
we have tended to ignore or erase its
great relevance to our own history.

At the same time, we must not be tempted to
believe that extremism is in some way the
hallmark and essence of the Muslim.
Extremism is no more the monopoly of
Islam than it is the monopoly of other relig-
ions including Christianity. The vast
majority of Muslims, though personally
pious, are moderate in their politics. Theirs
is the “religion of the middle way”. The
Prophet himself always disliked extremism.
Perhaps the fear of Islamic revivalism which
colored the 1980s is now beginning to give
way in the West to an understanding of the
genuine  spiritual  forces behind  this
groundswell.

If there is much misunderstanding in the
West about the nature of Islam, there is also
much ignorance about the debt our own
culture and civilization owe to the Islamic
world. It is a failure which stems, I think,
from the straight jacket of history which we
have inherited. The medieval Islamic world,
from Central Asia to the shores of the
Atlantic, was a world where scholars and
men of learning flourished. But because we
have tended to see Islam as the enemy of the
West, as an alien culture, society and system
of belief we have tended to ignore or erase
its great relevance to our own history.

For example, we have underestimated the
importance of 800 years of Islamic society
and culture in Spain between the 8th and
15th centuries. The contribution of Muslim
Spain to the preservation of classical
learning during the Dark Ages, and to the
first flowerings of the Renaissance, has long
been recognized. But Islamic Spain was
much more than a mere ladder where
Hellenistic knowledge was kept for later
consumption by the emerging modern
Western world. Not only did Muslim Spain
gather and preserve the intellectual content
of ancient Greek and Roman civilaization, it
had also interpreted and expanded upon that
civilization, and made a vital contribution of
its own in so many fields of human endeavor
- in science, astronomy, mathematics.
algebra (itself an Arabic word) law, history,
medicine, pharmacology, optics, agriculture,
architecture, theology and music.

which we all too often think of, wrongly, as
entirely Western. Islam is part of our past
and our present, in all fields of human
endeavor. It has helped to create modern
Europe. It is part of our own inheritance, not
a thing apart.
More than this, Islam can teach us today a
way of understanding a living in the world
which Christianity itself is poorer for what it
has lost over the years. At the heart of Islam
is its preservation of an intergral view of the
universe. Islam refuses to separate man and
nature, religion and science, mind and
matter and has preserved a metaphisical and
unified view of ourselves and the world
around us. At the core of Christianity there
still lies an integral view of the sanctity of
the world, and a clear sense of:the trustee-
ship and responsibility given to us for our
natural surroundings.
But the West gradually lost this integrated
vision of the world with Copernicus and
Descartes and the coming of the scientific
revolution. A comprehensive philosophy of
nature is no longer part of our everyday
belief. I cannot help feeling that, if we could
now only rediscover that the earlier, all-
embracing approach to the world around us,
to see and understand its deeper meaning,
we could begin to get away from the
increasing tendency in the West to live on
the surface of our surroundings, where we
study our world in order to manipulate and
dominate it, turning harmony and beauty
into disequilibrium and chaos.
It is a sad fact, I believe, that in so many
ways the external world we have created in
the last few hundred years has come to
reflect our own divided and confused inner
state. Western civilization has become
increasingly acquisitive and exploitative in
defiance of our environmental responsibil-
ities. This crucial sense of oneness and trus-
teeship of the vital sacramental and spiritual
character of the world about us is surely
something important we can relearn from
Islam. I am quite sure some will instantly
accuse me, as they usually do, of living in
the past, of refusing to come to terms with
reality and modern life.

Continues on Pagel9
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SIX MONTHS IN THE LIFE OF OUR PARLIAMENT

Six months have passed
since the new House of Rep-
resentatives have taken
charge of the legislative
branch of authority.

On this occasion, Yemen
Times has carried a written
poll of the members and how
they feel about their work.
Here is the report filed by
Ismail Al-Ghabri.

Of the 298 members, on
average one third never make
it to the House. Of these, some
one half send excuses, and the
balance have simply gone
away.

Therefore, the number of
working parliament members
is just over two hundred.
Among the present members
of parliament, at least 60%
have had some form of formal
education, and about half
actually have completed uni-
versity education. This star-
tling fact comes as a pleasant
surprise in light of the derog-
atory remarks that often are
heard or printed in newspapers
regarding the qualifications of
the representatives of the
people.

Of the total, only 34 are hold-
overs from the last parliament.
That explains part of the com-
plications in observing proper
procedures during delibera-
tions.

In terms of professions prior
to parliament, the largest
single bloc is related to the
judicial sector. Some as
judges and others as lawyers.
The second largest bloc’s
former profession is “sheikh”
while the third largest bloc

was associated with the army
or security forces. The fourth
bloc is former government
bureaucrats.

The average age of a member
of the House of Repre-
sentatives , excluding the two
women, is 45 years with the
youngest at 23 and the oldest
at 72.

On this occasion, we asked the
representatives of the people
one question: How do you
assess the first six months.
Sample answers are below:

Abdul-Rahman
41, Independent:
“The House does not have the
tools with which to enforce its
decisions on the politicians.
That is why it is unable to
perform its duties.”

Al-Hamdi,

Jubran Mujahed Abu
Shawareb, 35, Baath:

“It is necessary to revitalize
the House. One of the dif-
ficulties in the past has been
that most mobilization and
interaction has been among
the members of the three
ruling parties. They should let
in the other members.”

Dr. Abdullah Al-Magqaleh,
45, Islah:

“It is too soon to assess the
experiment. The behavior of
certain members and the inef-
fective approach of the House
have made it lose much of its
credibility.”

Abdul-Rahman
44, PGC:

Al-Akwa’a,

“I think the past experience is
not a success. We need to
activate the parliamentary
blocs.”

Ali Mohammed Othrub, 56,
PGC:

“The fabrication of crisis has
overwhelmed the House and
did not allow him to undertake
its supervisory role. There
must be political stability for
the House to function
properly.”

Anees Hassan Yahia, 58,
YSP:

“The experience, however
faulty. is a good one. We face
too many difficulties which
block our progress.”

Yahia Muslih Mulhi, 52,
PGC:

“Prior to holding the elections,
the whole process was
injected with a disease. This is
the end-result.

I can tell you there are a lot of
decent people here, but they
are unable to perform.”
Nasser Arman, 55, Inde-
pendent:

“The House has yet to face the
issues in a serious way in
terms of fulfilling its duties as
a legislative and supervisory
body.”

Abdullah Ali
Islah:

“Given the short experience of
the members, the House does
not fully comprehend its
duties. The narrow-minded
siding with one’s group (party,
etc.) is also a problem.”

Sa’atar, 37,

Sultan Hizam, 53, Nasserite :
“The democratic experiment is
a good one, but it requires that
the representatives of the
people rise up above the
personal and partisan interests
and pursue the national
interest.”

Abdul-Rahman Hameed, 53,
Baath:

“Most of the speakers in par-
liament speak for the camera.
They speak passionately and,
unfortunately, - in a senseless
way.”

Dr. Mohammed Yahia Al-
Sharafi, 40, PGC:

“It is difficult to make a fair
assessment at this stage. But I
can say most members of the
~House are willing and able to
rise up to the national duty.
But the current crisis has made
us paralyzed, as it has par-
alyzed the presidential council
and government.”

Ali Ahmed Al-Amrani, 37,
PGC:

“I  think our parliament
requires a few basic things to
function properly:

- rules and procedures that
govern our deliberations,

- political stability,

- a parliamentary leadership
that is independent enough
from the politicians.

- a supportive and mature
public opinion.”

Mohammed Lutf Al-Sameyi,
38, Independent:

“The extreme positions and
squabbling of the recent
months made it look bad.”

PGC YSP

PhD 9 9
M.A. 14 14
B.A. 33 13
Formal

Education 10 9
Informal 17
Education

November 1993

<

Qualifications of Parliament Members

Islah Others Total %

6 3 27 ..91%
1 2 31 10.4%
29 10 85 28.5%
5 2y 9%

29 38 298 100%

% = Percent of Group to Total
Formal Education: Below University education

Source: Yemen Times Field Survey,

4

The overall public opinion of
the House of Representatives
is not exactly rosy. In fact,
the debates of the members
which are aired on after-
noons, even after consid-
erable polishing, come out as
funny. At best, the sessions
give the impression of chaos.
Of course, it is possible
something is going on, but
nothing tangible so far.

The same impression is now
being formed with the gov-
ernment. Government offi-
cials used to fear and worry
about the House and what it
could do to them. Neither
fear nor worry is there now.
It has come to a point when
government officials can
simply ignore the “barking”

of the House, as one minister
put it.

The reason is that both the
cabinet and House have one
over-riding boss. So, they
found out that if push comes
to shove, the big boss would
use his influence to put a
limit on how much damage
can be done.

At the end, one has to insist
that the House of Repre-
sentatives 1is the institution
most  qualified, constitu-
tionally and legally speaking,
to handle any crisis in the
structure of the state.

The House has yet to impose
its will on the feuding pol-
iticians. The public is hoping
that someday, soon, it will

-

substation facilities.

representatives.

-

PUBLIC ELECTRICITY CORPORATION (PEC)
SANAA - REPUBLIC OF YEMEN
80/100 EMERGENCY GAS TURBINE POWER PLANT
INVITATION FOR BIDS

1. Tenderers are invited from among reputed and experienced manufacturers/contractors
for the supply, installation and commissioning on a turnkey basis of gas turbine elec-
tricity generating plant with a site output of 80 to 100 MW as an extension to the
existing Dhahban diesel generating plant at Sanaa.

2. The extension will comprise of two or three units running initially on a light fuel oil but
capable of eventual conversion to natural gas. Included is all fuel handling and auxiliary
equipment, civil works and buildings for the gas turbine and a new 33KV switch house.

3. Also included will be reinforcement of the existing Sanaa 33KV distribution network
including the provision of four new 33KV overhead lines and cable circuits and 33KV

4. Tenderers will be requested to accompany their bids with financing proposals.

5. Sets of tender documents may be purchased on submission of a written application
between 8-22 November 1933 from:

PROJECT MANAGER - SANAA PROJECT,

EWBANK PREECE LIMITED,

UNITED KINGDOM

8. Tenders should be addressed to:

P. 0. BOX 178,

PRUDENTIAL HOUSE, NORTH STREET, BRIGHTON,
TELEX: 878102 EPLBTNG, FAX: 0273-200483

On payment of a non-refundable fee of US$1000 or Stg. PGS 660 by cash, or certified
cheque, or banker’s draft.

6. Applications for tender documents should also be accompanied by a statement of the
tenderer’s experience and qualififcations to undertake this project.

7. Applications from Local Agents must be accompanied by specific written authorization
from their principals mentioning this project.

ENG. AHMED H. AL-AINI, MANAGING DIRECTOR,
PUBLIC ELECTRICITY CORPORATION,

SANAA - REPUBLIC OF YEMEN
TELEX: 2879 OR 2880, FAX: 967-1-263115

and deposited in the PEC head office in Sanaa before 12:00 noon on 15th December
1993 at which time the Tenders will be openned in the presence of Tenderers and their
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Managing the Home

A housewife plays leading figure in the administration
of the house. She shares in the burdens of everyday life
with her husband and children. Actually, she is
entrusted with the job of making sure the home is safe
and functions properly, away from the blemishes that
may be present in the surroundings. Her role and deci-
sions are vital for the welfare of the family.

A housewife needs to be educated and to be mature so
that she can understand the culture in which she lives.
Her level of education directly contributes to the abil-
ities of the next generation. Her influence over her
children are especially visible. She nurtures them, and
actually forms them - starting from their birth and well
beyond their formative years. It is the mother who is
really responsible for how ready her children are to go
and face the outside world.

From personal experience, I found that organization is
the key factor in the reputation of a housewife. If a
woman is organized, then she is able to do a lot more,
and to really take charge of her house. Not only is she
able to fulfill her household obligation, an organized
housewife even finds time to spend with the family and
be cheerful about it.

In general, women have equal rights as men, and at
home, they have more responsibilities, and therefore,
more rights. Even in traditional homes, the influence of
the housewife cannot be over-emphasized. That is pri-
marily because she is the number one person respon-
sible for bringing up children, doing the family budget,
and make decisions regarding the future of the family.
Many Westerners do not realize the clout of women,
even in traditional societies.

Housewives can also enjoy extra-home activities and
interests such as sports, education, careers, travelling,
dancing, picnics, and many other hobbies. Of course,
there are certain constraints in enjoying these things,
but that applies to all persons in varying degrees.

In Muslim countries, women are often reminded to
keep a low profile in public. That really does not mean
to be less present or less effective.

A good wife is always a source of support for her
husband. Sharing in his successes, working to protect
him against uninvited complications. She will not add
to his difficulties, especially not at times of hardships.
She gives him the affection and respect he needs to go
and face the world. That is part of managing the home,
because, if the husband-wife relationship is not in good
shape, it reflects itself on the home.

In this sense, the wife belongs to her husband, and the
husband belongs to his wife, and the children and home
are their responsibility together.

Tanseem H.A. Nabee,
Crater, Aden.

The Dictatorial Bureaucrat

Among the manifold misfortunes that may befall a
human being, the disheartening of an ambitious person
is one of the severest. I say this out of direct and
personal experience.

My younger brother, Dr. Mohammed Hussein Al-Jerwi,
who devoted his entire life to his studies, graduated
from S.P. Medical College in Rajestan, India, in 1992.
He passed his exams with flying colors achieving first
place and top rank. In light of this, the Indian govern-
ment - recognizing his remarkable achievement, per-
severance and dedication - granted his a seat to
continue his higher studies in pediatrics.

He proceeded with his higher studies program on 10th
June, 1993.

Our ambassador in New Delhi was enthusiastic. Exhil-
arated by Dr. Mohammed’s outstanding work, he wrote
to the Ministry of Higher Education and Research, indi-
cating that my brother was the first foreigner ever to
attain first place at the university. He urged the
Ministry to support Dr. Mohammed by continuing to
send his monthly stipend.

Dr. Abubakar Al-Qirby, Minister of Education, who is
known to be a decent man, has the flaw of signing all
letters by giving a standard instruction reading, “Please
proceed according to the law.”

Of course, this simply means pushing paperwork
without giving any specific instruction, especially in
light of the dictatorial nature of mid-level bureaucrats.
As was expected, a mediocre bureaucrat was reluctant
to act according to laws 36 and 38, and decided against
my brother.

Nepotism could have rectified the matter, but I detest
such disposition.

Khalid Hussein Al-Jerwi, Sanaa.
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DISCRIMINATION

I am proud to say that I am
one of the regular readers
of the Yemen Times. I find
extremely informative and.
often, unbiased and objec-
tive.

I would like to contribute
an article on the uni-
fication of Yemen to your
Letters Page.

As we all know, the two

former countries which
made up Yemen were
unified on May 22nd,

1990. But the army and
security forces do not yet
believe or accept that,
especially those of the
former YAR. In general,
the northern tribes, and
they are the ones who
effectively rule/run the
country, do not believe in
the concept of equal cit-
izenship for all people.
Even before the uni-
fication, you could see
them discriminate against
their own people. They
don’t like the people of the
Tihama, whom they
despise. They don’t like
the people of Taiz. They
don’t like the people of
Ibb. They don’t like the
Yemenis born  abroad
(muwalladeen), especially
the ones born in Ethiopia
and Somalia.

Pushing the point even
further, they don’t certain
segments of their own.
especially  the  Bakeel
tribes. How can we create
a modern Yemen when the
people who are managing
our affairs have this
backward or even retarded
mentality.

Let me give a specific
example.

When they inspect your
passport or identity card. if
it is issued in Aden, they
don’t recognize it. If it is
issued by Yemen’s embas-
sies abroad, they don’t rec-
ognize it. The only docu-
ments they would
recognize are the ones they
have issued themselves.
And by the way, you can
have them issue any
document you want to
undeserving persons.
provided you pay them
some money.

I appeal to the newly-
elected representatives in
parliament  to  kindly
review this behavior. The
children of Yemenis who
were born abroad did not
commit a crime to be dis-
criminated against. Where
a person is born is not his/
her decision, and should
not be taken against him/
her in terms of rights and
duties. This should espe-
cially be appreciate by a

society whose children
have been migrants
throughout history.

Because of numerous
factors, our people have
migrated to many coun-
tries, and those who
remained in Yemen ben-
efited from this process.

It is inhuman, illegal and
immoral te discriminate
against Yemenis born in
other countries!

Mohammed Ali Al-Ansi,
Sanaa.

Unfair Reporting?

Referring to the Yemen
Times article on the newly-
acquired property by MTr.
Salim Saleh Mohammed,
issue number 34 of Sep-
tember 29th, 1 have two
comments to make.

A. It was a courageous step
by Yemen Times to report
on such high officials and
the way they break the law.
[t is not new to Yemen
Times to do this.

B. However, it is not
strange for a person who
occupies such a senior post
in the state to own a large
villa. We have to recognize
that Mr. Salim Saleh
Mohammed is a member of
the presidential council.

I am not sorry or angry to
read the article. To the
contrary, 1 would support
any efforts at bringing
accountability to the
system. I know many min-
isters, senior officials in
government and in the
bureaucracy, military and
security officers, etc., who
have splendid villas and fat
bank accounts, abroad.

So, my point to Yemen
Times is, “Why pick on
Salim Saleh Mohammed?
Why don’t you investigate
and report on all the
members of the presidential
council; and other senior
officials?”

Even then, 1 conclude by
saluting the Yemen Times
and Dr. Abdulaziz Al-
Saqqaf, its chief editor.

Rassas M.Harhara, Sanaa

LIFE ... VERSE WITHOUT A TITLE

Enclosed within walls of the SELF,
different voices of the many selves ran;
Like sparrows trying to make music in vain,
fighting and rioting as if I were not there,
but were they 1?7
Yet only amidst these noises could I strain
to hear ..... the sounds of silence?
Only through total blindness could I look
beyond the dark ..... and truly see!
As from nowhere, angels alighted to lead me to UTOPIA.
Slowly ... silently I sought my freedom.
I saw the chains break ... without the power of strength;
I saw the doors open ... without guidance of hands.
Life there was like a rainbow... only there was no sky;
I saw winter, autumn, spring, and summer, enmeshed lie;

_ like buds panting for life ... waiting for an erratic gardener;
Flowers and insects were not, for nectar, at strife; o
They found pleasure in giving, as the insects in extracting life;
Beauty was entwined with ugliness,
as a lover encircling a beloved’s waist;

Confusion seemed a Sea,

from where insight found its shore

I saw the mountain of perfection from whence :
the waters of joy and pain descended, through tricky niches
to lie at the bottom - an inseparable stream.

The shoulders of knowledge that must every droop,

and suffer the loneliness of the heights,

seeking the unattainable,

and carrying the burden of Understanding.

To reach out and find other fumbling hands

in the half-truths,

only to find yourself walking alone again; _

The soul that must ever bleed and suffer its gushing wounds;
for giving with such joy, and taking with such force.
The desert of ignorance that would consume the Sun itself;
Yet, the thirst that will never be slaked...
there are oceans that will never dry;
Death giving life to life, and life giving way to death. s
In the inconstancy of the seasons, I found the secret of life;
Pages of endless poetry ... torrents of words 3
that find meaning in the meaningless;

hidden harmony beneath the discordance;
Through the mist and the fog...

the self struggled and found its awakening.

Samira Bin Daar, Sanaa.

Sana’a
Frankfurt arr

LH 653 quick connection timetable

Lufthansa
Worldwide via Frankiurt
Monday and Thursday

Sample of our major destinations

Eff 31 Oct 93

Destinati

dep FRA B arr flight no.
Aberdeen 0930 1000 LH 4004
Via London 1205 1335 BA 4110
amseroan [ L 20
Atianta 0955 1350 LHaasa
Basel 0905 1020 LX 563
Belfast 0800 T os40 BA 901 N
Via London 0930 1045 BD 082
Birmingham 0815 " 0855 BA 5365 T
Bolegna 0850 1015 LH 3638 -
Brussels - 0920 B 1020 LH 4314
Copenhagen 0815 0945 LH3te2
Dallas Ft Worth 0950 1350 LH436
Dublin 1010 s LH4218 -
Edinburgh 0815 T “BA5343 -
Via Birmingham 0930 1030 BA 5343
Geneva ) 0900 1005 LH 4574
Glasgow 1000 1105 LH 4142 o
Houston 0950 1555 LH436 -
London 0930 1000 LH 4004 o
Los Angeles 1030 1300 LH 450
Lyon 0820 0940 LH 4376
Manchester 0800 0840 BASOT
Via London 0945 1035 BA 4432
Milan 0850 T 1ooo LH 3512 )
Newcastle T 0815 0855 T BAS5365 -
Via Birmingham 0935 1030 BA 8392
New York JFK 1000 1235 LH 400

EWR 1330 1615 LH 402
Nice 0830 " 1000 T LH4416
Oslo 0950 T 1150 LH 3104 o
Paris N 0830 0940 LH4362
Pisa 1015 145 LH 3528
Prague 0910 1015 T LH 3306
Rome 1000 1150 LH 3510
SanFrancisco 1010 1245 LH 454
Stockholm 0950 1200 LH 3064 o
Venice 0845 1000 - LH 3560
Vienna o830 0950 LH 3430
Warsaw 1015 155 LH 2890

Zurich 0845 0945 LH 4586
Choose from one of our 178 destinations ih 93 countries

For further information and reservation call our General Sales Agent Tihama Travel & Tourism, Al-Zubairi Street, Sana‘a, Tel: 272667/272668




/
¢
&

|

/]
I'IAh
N\

I'ﬁ?f;flf

(

November l4[h,993

“It is vital to create the climate
conducive to economic growth.”

Among the new and rising
businessmen, a class of
young men stand out.
Abdulmajid Saeed Al-
Sadi is one of these young
men.

An entrepreneur par
excellence, Mr. Al-Sadi,
native of Yafa’, speaks
and corresponds in impec-
cable English. He has
ambitions to create a
powerful and integrated
group of companies.
Towards that end, he
establishes a company
abut every year, and so

far, he has established
half a dozen of them in
Yemen, the UAE and
Kuwait.

To speak about the Al-
Sadi Group of

Companies, and his views
on the current situation,
Yemen Times interviewed
Abdulmajid.

Excerpts of the interview:

Q: Could you tell us a
little bit about yourself?
A: T am a native of Yafa’
and at the moment, I am 33
years old.

I migrated to Kuwait early
in my life where I under-
took my early studies
before going on to the USA
to get my B.A. in business
administration. 1 followed
my USA studies by doing
post-university training in

the UK and the
Netherlands.
[ returned to Kuwait to

enter business in general
trading, contracting and
transportation.

In the 1990 Gulf Crisis, |
decided to return to Yemen,

settle  down, and start
business  operations, all
over again.

Q: I wunderstand you

establish, on average, a
company a year?

A: It was not planned to be
like that, but that is the way
it turned out, more or less.
In 1991, I re-established the
Al-Sadi Trading Company,
of which I am 100% owner.
In addition to its own
business in commerce, con-
sultation, feasibility studies,
and other related work, this
company has also served as
a holding company which
selectively deploys funds as
seed money to start and
develop other companies.
Al-Sadi Trading also prides
itself in its active and
growing agency division
which already represents
the interests of several blue
chip Western companies
and organizations.

In 1992, the Yemen-Kuwait
Shipping Company was
established as a joint
venture - initially between
Al-Sadi Trading (51%) and
Kuwaiti interests. In 1993,
the company share holding
was diversified to include
British investors.

In 1993, we established the
Yemen-Italian Aluminium

Company (YEMITAL)
with Al-Sadi  Trading

holding 51% of the equity
and the remained being
held by Italian investors.

At the present time, the
final touches are being put
to the establishment of yet

another company which
will be announced early
next year as  United

Contracting Group. Again
here, this is a joint venture
between Al-Sadi Trading
(51%) and Jordanian
interests (49%).

So as to maintain a near
geographical international
perspective, the Al-Sadi
Trading Company also has
interest in two other com-
panies - one in Dubai (joint
venture with UAE inves-
tors) and another one in
Kuwait (joint venture with
Kuwaiti investors).

Q: It looks like your
approach is to create a
joint venture with foreign
investors. What is the
objective behind such an
approach?

A: Well, to start with, it is a
good way to mobilize inter-
national finance, especially
the foreign exchange com-
ponent of the investment.
Second, by linking up with
companies in the business,
we are able to acquire
modern management, tech-
nology and information. It
is a good way to effect
transfer of technology to
Yemen.

Third, to have an inter-
national partner helps in the
overseas marketing of the
product.

In any case, I have found
the joint venture approach
has been a successful
method in the quick and
sound  development
companies.

Q: Could you tell us a
little bit about each
company?

A: As I said earlier, Al-Sadi
has usefully developed into
a holding company, whilst
continuing to provide con-
sultation services, studies,
agency representation, etc.,
to both the companies in
which it has a stake, as well
as to other companies par-
ticularly foreign investors
who are considering opera-
tions in Yemen.

Yemen Kuwait Shipping
and Forwarding Company
is active in all principal
Yemen harbors and airports
and is already the market
leader in  international
household-goods movement.
The company currently rep-
resents many of the best-
known names in the
shipping and forwarding
industry in Canada, USA,

UK, UAE, France and
Southeast Asia.

YEMITAL is a man-
ufacturing  plant  which

imports aluminium sheets
and rods and transforms

of

them into windows, doors,

arcs, fences and various
shapes, etc. Orders flows
from the construction
industry as well as the

domestic consumer market
have been coming in
steadily, and the plant is in
full production.

Finally, United Contracting
Group is going to undertake
construction and civil engi-
neering work in support of
Yemen's infrastructural
development.

We are involved in many
projects and activities, and
are always willing to look
into new ideas and sectors
depending on their via-
bility. For example, we are
now investigating the pos-
sibilities in tourist-related
services and other invest-
ment opportunities..

Q: What is your reading
of the current economic
and political situation in
Yemen?

A: When Yemen was re-
unified, expectations soared
to ever higher levels and it
was hoped that the
economy of a re-unified
Yemen would simply take
off on its own. That was an
over-simplification  or a
dream which ignored all the
hard work that is needed to
produce changes in all
spheres and at all levels,
and to the satisfaction of a
broad-based cross section
of the re-unified Yemeni
community.

It was then hoped that par-
liamentary elections would
bring the universal panacea
to all our problems and
little more would need to be
done. Again here, we were
trapped in the over-
simplification of the issues
involved. There is much
that needs to be done.
Present objectives should
focus on creating stability,
credibility and mutual trust
in the political and
economic systems and pro-
cedures. History has shown
elsewhere in the world that

even in the most
regimes, investment and
development have pro-
ceeded where an acceptable
level of stability, credibility
and trust can be maintained
and presented to the local
business community and to
the outside world.

There are many factors that
make investment in Yemen
attractive.

First, there is a large
consumer domestic market
- 14 million people - whose
wants and needs are
becoming larger and more

corrupt

sophisticated. This market
in itself creates a large
enough demand to justify
new investments to create a
matching supply.

Second, the cost, avail-
ability and productivity of
Yemeni labor is an impor-
tant driving force for inves-
tors to tap. You will recall
that the one million or so
Yemeni migrant labor was
instrumental in the develop-
ment process of the coun-
tries of the region.

Third, The actual and
potential level of gross
domestic ~ product  has
increased rapidly.

Finally, we have an

economy that is naturally
diversified with foundations
for growth. For example,
fishing and marine
resources, agriculture and
livestock, = manufacturing
industry, tourism, oil and
gas exploitation and other
extraction industry (such as
minerals), and many other
sectors and  possibilities
which await exploitation.

If we can produce political
structures that are
commonly understood and
universally respected,
together with economic
systems that constrain irreg-
ularities, and ensure
national and local security,
I am sure Yemen can
overcome any difficulties it
encounters on its develop-
ment path.

Q: What do you make ol
the current political crisis
which even threatens to re-
partition the country?

A: We cannot and must nof
deny we have a problem
which is, at least in part, due
to the inability of our pol-
iticians to work togethei
during this early phase ol
their association.

I am sure whoeveris con-
sidering the re-partitioning
of Yemen is trying to turn
back the tides of history and
will not succeed.

Q: Any last comments?

A: I am happy to use the
coming occasion of  30th
November, which marks the
day of the signing of the
unity agreement as well as
the liberation of the South
from colonial rule, to urge
all groups and individuals -
whether in the business com-
munity or in other sectors -
to consider the long-term
interests of the country and
decide accordingly. I can say
that the long-term interests
of individuals and groups
are also well served if the
lasting interests of the nation
are pursued.

We all must cooperate in
creating the climate vital and
condusive to economi growth.
Finally, I would Ilike tc
thank the Yemen Times for
its candid efforts in contrib-
uting to the evolution of &
new Yemen.

Language Classes:
Computer Classes:

Typing Classes:

i el 36 !

The Modern Scientific Center

announces the opening for registration in the following courses:

English and French: 60 hours taken in 2.5 months; Cost: YR 3500 per person.
Various programs: 50 hours taken in 2 months; Cost YR 3000 per person.

Arabic and English: 50 hours taken in 2 months; Cost YR 2500 per person.

The Center also provides Arabic courses for non-native speakers. Rate/Time negotiable.
M.S.C. also provides translation services

To register for the courses, please visit our office at
Mujahed Street (Officially Khartoum Street), Al-Bakhirah Building, Sanaa.

A window on the world through your TV screen.
Now you will be able to receive information on Arab and
foreign channels ( CFI-CNN-MBC-E
Morocco-Oman-Dubai-Kuwait-Saudi Arabia-First/Second
channels through your Sattelite dish receiver) .

t-Jordan-Emirates-

introduces a 230 cm diameter American-made
reception set.
Free installation and maintenance for one year.

For more information, please contact: Sanaa: Phone: 270907:

s by: KH.Abdat

hic

Fax: 216593; 270333; Hodeidah: Phone: 217259; Tlx: 2235 Aden: Phone: 252()9§
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Légion
1
d'honneur
Manuel Garcia-
Ligero, directeur de Ila

Banque Indosuez pour le
Yémen, s'est vu remettre les
insignes de chevalier de la
Légion d'honneur jeudi 11
novembre par  Marcel
Laugel, ambassadeur de
France a Sanaa. Par cette
distinction, il est récom-
pensé pour une carriére
exemplaire au service de la
France. Dans son allocution,
I'ambassadeur de France a
souligné les exceptionnelles
qualités humaines et profes-
sionnelles  de Manuel
Garcia-Ligero.

En Bref

Exportation de sel
yéménite: La premiére expor-
tation de sel yéménite par la
Yemeni Co. for Salt production
s'est faite la semaine derniére.
La cargaison d'un peu plus de
38 000 tonnes de sel brut est
destinée a la Corée du Sud.

Yémen-Japon: Le
Yémen et le Japon ont signé
mardi a Tokyo un accord de
coopération technique.
L'accord prévoit une assistance
technique japonaise et l'octroi
de bourses dans les domaines
couverts par la coopération
bilatérale.

Exposition francaise a
Djeddah: L'exposition "France
Prestige et Technologie" s'est
tenue la semaine derniére, du 7
au 12 novembre, a Djeddah, en
Arabie Saoudite. Inaugurée par
le ministre francais de I'Indus-
trie et du Commerce extérieur,
Gérard Longuet, cette exposi-
tion a accueilli plus de 300
firmes soucieuses de trouver
des partenaires saoudiens et
consolider les relations com-
merciales entre Paris et Ryad.
La France est l'un des princi-
paux partenaires du royaume
saoudien, puisqu'elle est le
troiseme acheteur, notamment
de produits pétroliers, et le
sixieme fournisseur de Ryad,
essentiellement en armements
et en équipements militaires.

Attentats anti-francais
a Téhéran: Deux attentats a la
grenade ont frappé mardi
dernier l'ambassade de France
et les locaux d'Air France a
Téhéran. Une cliente iranienne
a été légérement blessée par
des éclats de verre dans les
locaux de la compagnie
aérienne. A l'ambassade, il n'y
a pas eu de victime. Les deux
attaques revendiquées par le
Hezbollah iranien sont interve-
nues au lendemain de l'annonce
par Paris la présence en
France de Myiam Radjavi, une
des dirigeantes du principal
mouvement d'opposition armée
au régime iranien, les Moudja-
hidine du peuple.

Palestiniens pour une
force de maintien de l'ordre
de 25 a 30 000 hommes: Les
Palestiniens ont indiqué qu'ils
souhaitaient une force de
maintien de l'ordre de 25 a 30
000 hommes pour les terri-
toires occupés progressivement
soumis au régime d'autonomie.
Cette force serait divisée en
trois secteurs: la police, les
forces anti-émeute et les
services de renseignements.
Outre les jeunes Palestiniens de
Cisjordanie et Gaza récemment
recrutés, cette force sera égale-
ment composée de 'Armée de
Libération de la Palestine,
basée notamment au Yémen.
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Ali Saleh et Ali Al-Bid
campent sur leurs positions

Le Président et le vice-Président appellent au dialogue chacun de leur coté, mais Ali Salem Al-Bid est toujours retranché a Aden.
Il refuse de regagner Sanaa tant que ses exigences ne seront pas satisfaites.

Entouré mercredi
dernier 2 Aden d'une partie du
cabinet Al-Attas, dont le vice-
premier ministre Abdel Wahab
Ahmed Al-Ansi (Islah) et le
ministre de I'Intérieur Yahya
Al-Moutawakil (CPG), Al
Salem Al-Bid avait du mal a
cacher sa satisfaction. A la
demande du Premier ministre
Haidar Abou Bakr Al-Attas, le
gouvernement yéménite a tenu
sa réunion hebdomadaire dans
'ancienne capitale du Sud.

Al-Bid chef de file
de l'opposition

Retranché depuis le 19
aolit a Aden, le vice-Président
est loin d'étre isolé. Son influ-
ence ne cesse de grandir et il
est devenu le chef de file de
l'opposition au Président Saleh.
Le chef des tribus Bakil,
Cheikh Sinan Abou Louhoum,
ainsi que les petits partis
d'opposition se sont ralliés a
lui. C'est pour cette raison que
tout en continuant a appeler au
dialogue, il reste ferme sur ses
positions: "Nous voulons voir
aboutir un dialogue démocra-
tique, que ce soit avec la coali-
tion gouvernementale, l'oppo-

actuelle)”, a-t-il déclaré a
l'ouverture  d'une  réunion
extraordinaire du comité
central du PSY mercredi
dernier. Mais tant que ses exi-
gences concernant la restructu-
ration radicale de la politique
économique et sécuritaire du
pays ne seront pas satisfaites, il
refuse de regagner Sanaa. Le
parti socialiste a bien précisé a
l'issue de la session extraordi-
naire du comité central que le
dialogue doit s'instaurer sur la
base des 18 points contenus
dans le programme de réformes
du PSY.

Dans une allusion au
Président Saleh, Ali Salem Al-
Bid a affirmé: "C'est ceux qui
veulent liquider les autres qui
mettent en danger [l'unité du
Yémen, car il est inacceptable
qu'un parti élimine ['autre”,
faisant référence aux attentats
qui depuis l'unification ont fait
plusieurs victimes parmi les
cadres du PSY. Le Premier
ministre a affirmé mercredi que
des militaires sont impliqués
dans ces attentats meurtriers.
"Nous avons vainement
demandé au Conseil de la
Présidence d'intervenir aprés
avoir obtenu des informations

bénéficient de la protection de
forces politiques"”, a-t-il déclaré,
cité par le quotidien Al-Ayam.

De son coté, le CPG, le
parti du Président Saleh, a
réclamé dimanche dernier une
réunion immédiate des diri-
geants de la coalition au
pouvoir (CPG, PSY, Islah) pour
résoudrela crise politique dans
le pays. Le CPG a par ailleurs
exhorté les forces armées a
rester a 1'écart des conflits poli-
tiques estimant que leur impli-
cation dans ces conflits est une
véritable  catastrophe.  Par
ailleurs, le Parlement yéménite
a demandé mercredi dernier au
Président Saleh d'interdire tout
mouvement de troupes dans le
pays et de démanteler les points
de controle érigés par l'armée
notamment & Lahej, Dhalei,
Damat et Dhamar, sur l'axe
routier Sanaa-Aden.

Mouvements
de troupes

Des mouvements de
troupes ont été signalés il y a
quelques jours. Des forces
sudistes stationnées a Amran,
au nord de Sanaa, ont été
repliées vers la partie méridio-

renforcé les effectifs en place
dans les villes de Taéz et Ibb.
Des renforts auraient égale-
ment été dépéchés dans la zone
de Qatabah, qui marque le
point de passage de la frontiere
entre les deux anciennes répu-
bliques. Le dispositif de
sécurité aurait été consolidé
autour des batiments abritant
les bureaux et la résidence
d'Ali Salem Al-Bid, a Aden.
L'armée n'ayant toujours pas
été unifiée, le PSY et le CPG
contrélent chacun une partie
des forces armées qui leur sont
fideles. Méme [I'Islah peut
compter sur les tribus armées
fideles au puissant chef de la
confédération  des  tribus
Hashed, Cheikh Al-Ahmar,
également Président du Parle-
ment.

Les rumeurs autour de
ces mouvements de troupes a
commencé a inquiéter la popu-
lation. La psychose de la
guerre civile a atteint la
capitale Sanaa.

Les  semaines  qui
viennent vont étre cruciales
pour le Yémen. Il s'agit de
savoir comment va évoluer
l'unification et le processus
démocratique dans ce pays.

l'unification. Une unification
qu'ill a pourtant désirée, plus
que le nord. Pays exsangue,
laché par les Soviétiques, les
dirigeants de l'ancienne Répu-
blique démocratique ne
voyaient plus d'avenir pour le
Yémen du Sud apres la chute
du mur de Berlin. Et plutdt que
de se faire avaler par leur
voisin du nord, ils ont préféré
négocier l'unification dans un
cadre démocratique. C'est sur
l'avenir de I'Etat unifié que les
deux Ali s'affrontent. L'un est
un idéologue, l'autre un
réaliste. Le vice-Président Ali
Salem Al-Bid estime que le
Yémen doit se donner les insti-
tutions qu'il n'a pas, s'il veut
continuer sur la voie de la
démocratie. Selon lui, le pro-
cessus démocratique a été
engagé avant quun Etat
organisé ait été constitué. Il
estime qu'il faut mettre fin au
tribalisme. Le Président Ali
Abdallah Saleh se veut plus
réaliste. Il pense qu'il faut faire
participer les chefs des tribus
au processus démocratique en
les faisant entrer au Parlement.
C'est petit a petit en participant
au pouvoir qu'ils comprendront
la nécessité d'un Etat organisé.
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La Somalie de la
famine a la violence

Faisal Ahmed Nagi
est Yéménite. Il prépare un
di-plome au Centre de Lin-
guistique Appliquée a
Besancon en France.

La Somalie est appelée
la "Corne d'Afrique" parce que
tout simplement en regardant
la carte du monde, elle res-
semble a une corne. Célebre
pour ses cotes merveilleuses et
les médailles remportées en
athlétisme par un coureur de
1500 m, c'est le seul pays
africain dont la population est
a 100 % musulmane. Alors
pourquoi cette guerre civile
interminable ? Pourquoi la
violence et les massacres ?

Situation normale
sauf a Mogadiscio

A vrai dire, il est diffi-
cile de trouver des réponses
exactes a ces questions. Apres
trois ans de guerre civile qui a
colté la vie a des milliers de
Somaliens, la violence, les

massacres, les pillages, les
tortures ne  cessent de
s'accroitre. En effet, avant

l'opération "Restore Hope", la
Somalie était a feu et a sang,
des centaines de Somaliens
innocents mouraient de faim
chaque jour, notamment a
Baidoba. Les troupes améri-
caines et multinationales ont
débarqué a Mogadiscio sans
aucun risque. Au fur et a
mesure que le temps passe, la
situation est redevenue
normale. A Baidoba, apres le
débarquement des troupes

frangaises, la vie s'est améli-
orée. Désormais, la paix
regne. En revanche a Moga-
discio, l'intervention humani-
taire n'est plus respectée, les
affrontements proliferent
entre les forces du général
Aidid et les troupes améri-
cianes. La violence s'accroit
et les droits de 'Homme sont
violés. Un dirigeant de
Médecins Sans Frontieres a
déclaré que son équipe
quittera la Somalie dans les
mois a venir. D'autre part, le
Président américain  Bill
Clinton a affirmé que ses
troupes quitteront la Somalie
le 31 mars 1994. Et la France
retirera  ses troupes de
Somalie a la fin de l'année.
Alors, quel sera l'avenir de la
Somalie ? Qui résoudra le
probléme somalien ?

Aux Somaliens de
trouver la solution

Assurément, personne
ne peut mettre fin a cette
guerre civile, sauf si les diffé-
rentes factions somaliennes
se mettent d'accord pour un
cessez-le-feu définitif ! Enfin,
il faut que chaque Somalien
et Somalienne sachent que
personne ne peut résoudre
leur probléme, personne ne
peut rétablir la paix dans leur
pays, sauf les Somaliens eux-
mémes et avec l'aide d'Allah
le Clément, le Miséricor-
dieux. Il est temps de se ras-
sembler, d'oublier le passé et
la haine avant que cela ne
devienne trop tard.

Défaite des islamistes
aux élections législatives

Le roi Hussein de Jordanie a désormais les mains libres pour avancer
dans les négociations avec Israél. Les islamistes opposés au processus
de paix n'ont obtenu que 18 siéges sur les 80 de la Chambre des députés.

Le roi Hussein de
Jordanie se sent aujourd'hui
plus libre pour négocier avec
les Israéliens. Les élections
législatives, les premieres élec-
tions multipartites depuis 37
ans dans le royaume, qui se
sont déroulées lundi 8
novembre en Jordanie, ont été
marquées par la victoire des
modérés proches du pouvoir et
la défaite des islamistes
opposés au processus de paix.

Pas de geste
spectaculaire du roi

Selon les résultats
définitifs, les islamistes n'ont
obtenu que 18 siéges sur les 80
de la Chambre des députeés, et
les partis de gauche, également
opposés aux pourparlers avec
Isragél, n'ont eu que trois
députés.

Tout en démentant une
éventuelle rencontre ces jours-
ci a4 Washington avec le
Premier ministre israélien
Yitzhak Rabin, le roi Hussein a
mis l'accent sur sa volonté de
voir des progrés se réaliser
dans le processus de paix. Il a
cependant souligné l'enga-
gement de la Jordanie a ne pas
signer de traité de paix séparé
avec Israél. Le roi ne devrait
pas faire de geste spectaculaire
envers Israél avant de voir

certains progres se réaliser sur
les volets syrien et libanais des
négociations. Cependant, la
Jordanie pourrait envisager la
signature d'une déclaration de
principes avec I'Etat hébreu,
dans le cadre de l'ordre du jour

. jordano-israélien signé le 14

septembre dernier a Wash-
ington, au lendemain de la con-
clusion de l'accord entre Israél
et I'OLP sur une autonomie
dans les territoires occupés. Un
tel développement pourrait
avoir lieu & Washington lors
d'une rencontre publique entre
le roi et M. Rabin fin janvier.

Etats-Unis préis
a aider la Jordanie

Trois jours avant les
élections législatives, dont
'enjeu principal était le pro-
cessus de paix au Proche-
Orient, des informations israé-
liennes ont été diffusées sur la
préparation d'un traité de paix
entre la Jordanie et Israél. Le
ministre israélien des Affaires
étrangéres, Shimon  Peres
aurait rencontré secretement
fin octobre le roi Hussein dans
le port jordanien d'Aqaba sur la
mer Rouge. Le mutisme des
Jordaniens a ce sujet s'explique
par l'enjeu de la bataille électo-
rale. Le roi Hussein a désor-
mais les mains libres.

Les Etats-Unis,
semble-t-il, inciteraient la
Jordanie a aller de I'avant dans
ses négociations avec Israél et
seraient préts en contrepartie a
aider ce pays a régler sa dette
extérieure qui s'éléeve a six
milliards de dollars. Cette
proposition aurait été avancée
par le coordinateur américain
pour le processus de paix,
Dennis Ross, lors de sa
tournée dans la région en
octobre dernier.

Un quotidien israélien
a affirmé il y a quelques jours,
qu'un accord de coopération
économique entre les deux
pays serait prét a étre signé.
Le ministére du tourisme
israélien a a plusieurs reprises
proposé la construction d'un
aéroport international prés de
la mer Rouge qui desservirait
les ports jordanien et israélien

d'Agaba et Eilat, qui se
jouxtent. II a également
suggéré la création d'une

"zone touristique” qui permet-
trait le libre passage entre
Eilat, Agaba et Taba en
Egypte. Le ministére israélien
de I'Energie avait pour sa part
annoncé qu'lsraél était sur le
point de conclure un accord
avec le Qatar pour la fourni-
ture a Israél de gaz naturel qui
serait acheminé par un
gazoduc passant par la
Jordanie. (avec AFP)



13 THE FRENCH PAGES

o/
V
E‘é \

les pag

TIMES
fre
W

es
A

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT
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Des dispensaires pour diffuser
rimaire

les regles

Les Anglais d'ICD (International cooperation for
development) tentent de diffuser les régles de santé
primaire dans les régions les plus reculées

du Yémen.Un travail ingrat mais nécessaire.

ICD (International coop-
eration  for  development),
financée pour moitié par le gou-
vernement britannique, a pour la
premiere fois posé les pieds au
Yémen au milieu des années
1970, direction le  Jebel
Raymabh, région d'acces difficile
a lest de Bayt-al-Fagih.
Aujourd'hui, ils sont vne quaran-
taine a travailler pour l'organisa-
tion dans des micro-projets a
travers le pays."Nous voulons
appr)rrer un certain  niveau
d'hygiéne et diffuser les régles

de santé primaire dans des
régions reculées, notamment
auprés des femmes", explique

Debbie Dorman, qui travaille
pour ICD a Sanaa. De maniére
plus marginale, ICD forme des

enseignantes pour tenter de
remédier a lillettrisme des
femmes. L'objectif de Il'orga-

nisation est qu'a terme la popu-
lation puisse se prendre en
main.

C'est ce qui s'est passé a
Jabin et a Jaafariyeh. ICD a
cessé 1l y a deux ans son activité
apres des années de présence
dans ces deux bourgs du Jebel
Raymah. Des femmes et
quelques hommes ont été
formés pour prendre la releve. A
Jaafariyeh, la mission d'ICD
n'est pas complétement
terminée. En 1991, l'organisa-
tion a envoyé deux femmes a
Hoddeidah pour acquérir une
formation sur trois ans. Quand
elles reviendront, ICD leur
enverra quelqu'un pour les aider,
notamment en ce qui concerne
la partie administrative. Depuis
1989, ICD a commencé a se
redéployer dans le Jebel
Raymah. L'organisation a ouvert
un nouveau centre de santé 2
Kussmah. L'an prochain, elle
prévoit d'en ouvrir deux autres a
Bilaad al-Taam et a Salfiyeh, a
la demande des Yéménites.

Les succeés remportés a
Jabin n'ont pas été faciles a

matériel et de I'éparpillement
des villages autour du bourg.
Dans tous les cas, il faut réussir
a convaincre des femmes des
campagnes a devenir sage-
femmes. Il faut vaincre les réti-
cences des familles dans des
régions ot les femmes ont
I'habitude de rester chez elles.

Formées pendant un an
par ICD, elles acquierent
quelques bases."Nous devons
lutter contre certaines croy-
ances. Par exemple celle qui
veut que si les femmes enceintes
mangent de trop, le bébé
devient trop gros et la déliv-
rance est plus difficile”, précise
Debbie.

Un projet
a Hoddeidah

ICD est également
présente au nord de la Tihama a
Abs, mais aussi plus récemment
a Asslam (voir encadré ci-
contre). A Hoddeidah, l'action
d'ICD a démarré avec la guerre
du Golfe et le retour des
émigrés. Elle travaille con-
jointement avec les Hollandais
et les Américains. "Nous avons
un projet avec les Hollandais
pour mettre en place a Hod-
deidah un réseau de centres de
santé: trois centres principaux
qui  superviseraient  chacun
quatre sous centres de santé”,
explique Wendy d'ICD.

Dans un quartier popu-
laire d'Hoddeidah, des jeunes
filles yéménites nous font faire
la visite de leur dispensaire,
sous l'oeil attendri de Myriam,
une Soudanaise qui travaille
pour ICD. Voilées de blanc
pour la plupart, elles nous pré-
sentent le mafraj qui sert de
salle de classe. Des cours de
nutrition y sont donnés aux
femmes du quartier. On leur
explique comment nourrir leurs
enfants dgés de quatre mois et
plus. Un réchaud et une bou-

de santeé p

Cette jeune fille explique l'intérét des contraceptifs dont des
échantillons ont été collés sur une grande feuille de papier.

mixture faite de haricots écrasés
avec du lait et des oeufs trainent
au fond d'un récipient, le reste
d'une précédente lecon sans
doute. Dans une autre salle, la
table d'accouchement semble un
peu spartiate. Pas de matelas,
mais seulement un coussin,
l'accouchement se fait & méme
la table de contreplaqué. Il parait
que c'est bon pour la délivrance.
Dans la salle du planning
familial, des pilules contracep-
tives et un stérilet ont été collés
sur une grande feuille de papier.
Les jeunes filles sont fieres
ensuite de montrer toutes leurs
fiches bien classées: un carton
bleu sur lequel est inscrit les
noms de tout les membres de la
famille, un carton rose contenant
des informations sur la meére,

3!2)[6[‘1][‘, en raison des difficultés  (oije de gaz sont la pour les des cartons jaunes pour les
approvi-sionnement €N ayarcices pratiques. Une cnfants. Les jeunes sages-
EDUCATION

Une école

pour enfants handicapés

Grace a l'initiative d'une femme, Iman Hasheb, une trentaine d'enfants
handicapés ont la chance de pouvoir aller a l'école a Sanaa.
Mais celle-ci a besoin d'argent.

Des rires d'enfants
entendus derriere une grille.
L'école est installée dans une
maison particuliere a quelques
metres de la rue du Caire a
Sanaa. Dans le jardin, des
petits garcons et petites filles
s'agglutinent sur une
balancoire bleue et tiennent
difficilement en  équilibre.
D'autres font rouler un pneu.
Ils sont la parce qu'ils sont
handicapés et que personne ne

veut d'eux ailleurs. Iman
Hasheb a créé cette école il y a
un an, en octobre

1992:"Jusque-la ils restaient
chez eux a ne rien faire, cachés
quand des invités venaient.
Eux  aussi  ont  besoin
d'apprendre comme les autres
enfants". Dans son bureau, un
gros ours en peluche est assis
sur une chaise et des jouets en
plastique sont posés sur une
table.

Ils sont une trentaine a
venir tous les matins a I'école
de la rue du Caire. Un mini-
bus de ramassage fait sa

tournée. Les enfants repartent
chez eux l'aprés-midi car 1'école
na pas assez d'argent pour
s'occuper d'eux. Le gouverne-
ment ne donne pas un sou a cette
école privée et ce sont les
familles qui  assurent son
financement. "Les familles les
plus riches donnent ce qu'elles
veulent. Les plus pauvres ne
payent pas et leurs enfants sont
nourris et habillés par l'école”,
explique Iman. Elle-méme est
bénévole ainsi que les trois
médecins. Pour gagner de
l'argent, cette jeune femme de
25 ans travaille aussi a 'hépital.
Elle a fait des études de psycho-
logie en Egypte puis & Moscou.

Apprendre
I'hygiéne personnelle

Dans le couloir, un
Mickey dessiné avec des
crayons de couleur et surmonté
d'un "Be Happy" triomphant a
été accroché. Aprés la récréa-
tion, les enfants sont revenus
dans la salle de «classe et

s'amusent a dessiner, encadrés
par une enseignante. Cing profes-
seurs ftravaillent ici et sont payés
entre 3 et 4000 ryals par mois. La
moyenne d'dge des enfants est de
9-10 ans. L'école accepte les
filles de 3 a 16 ans et les garcons
jusqu'a 14 ans.

Tous les jeudi aprés-midi,
les parents se réunissent avec
I'équipe pour discuter de la
maniére d'élever leurs enfants.
"Ils nous décrivent par lettre ce
qu'ils font a la maison", précise
Iman. L'équipe qu'elle dirige
utilise des cours préparés par
I'UNICEF, tels que 'Aller au
bain', 'Comment parler'. Iman
tient surtout a ce que les enfants
apprennent I'hygiéne personnelle.

Mais I'école a vraiment
besoin d'argent. Elle est actuelle-
ment au complet et ne peut pas
accueillir d'autres enfants. "Il
nous mangue des chaises, des
médicaments”. Iman est contente
du travail qu'elle réalise ici.
Certes, ses parents estiment que
c'est au gouvernement de le faire
mais ils sont fiers d'elle.

femmes ont été formées pendant
un an dans un institut de santé.
Mais elles ne sont pas payées
pour leur travail par le gou-
vernement et bcaucoup
préferent s'en aller.

J.B.

Asslam dans la Tihama

ICD a inauguré au début du
mois un nouveau dispensaire
a Asslam, un village au nord
de la Tihama. Construit il y a
six mois, il remplace un vieux
bitiment de I'UNICEF.

Au milieu des champs

de mais, les huttes d'Asslam

sont éparpillées par groupes de
quatre ou cing. C'est dans ce
village au nord de la Tihama, a
une demi-heure de la route
goudronnée qui se dirige vers
I'Arabie Saoudite, que 1'organi-
sation anglaise ICD vient
d'inaugurer un nouveau dis-
pensaire. Le bdtiment est
composé de quatre petites
pieces. Cérémonieusement, le
représentant du ministere de la
Santé, qui vient a peine de
mettre sa cravate dans la
voiture, coupe la bande de
gaze, qui barre la porte
d'entrée en guise de ruban.
Applaudissements des quel-
ques habitants présents et des
officiels descendus de Hajjah,
la capitale du gouvernorat. La
séparation entre les villageois,
noirs, et les notables, blancs et
venus des montagnes, est trés
nette.

L'ancien batiment con-
struit  par I'UNICEF est
toujours la. C'est parce qu'il
menagcait de tomber en ruines,
que les autorités yéménites ont
fait appel a ICD. Sans voile
sur la téte, la directrice du dis-
pensaire fait visiter les lieux.

Cette femme yémeénite,
Makkia, est tres fiere de
montrer ses registres bien

tenus. Elle est la premiére a
prononcer un discours devant

une assemblée d'hom-mes
ricanant et mesurant leurs
applaudissements. Les em-

ployés de I'établissement re-
coivent ensuite des certificats
délivrés par le département de
santé du gouvernorat de Hajjah
et destinés a récompenser leur
travail.

Le nouveau bétiment a
été ouvert il y a six mois et a
cofté 45 000 francs. On entend
au loin le bruit du générateur
installé dans un coin de la
cour. Pour l'instant, Sakina Jad
Al-Rab qui représente ICD a
Asslam est la seule a former
des Yémeénites."Au début, j'ai
rencontré beaucoup de diffi-
cultés avec la population”,
précise-t-elle. "Nous  avons
besoin d'une plus grande par-
ticipation de la communauté
locale”, estime Wendy d'ICD,
venue de Sanaa pour l'inaugu-
ration. Le projet qui prévoit
cing sage-femmes envoyées
Asslam  par l'or-ganisation
anglaise, a pris du retard.
Certes, une deuxiéme enseig-
nante devrait bientdt épauler
Sakina la Soudanaise. Mais le
probleme, reconnait Wendy,
c'est que les sage-femmes
formées ne veulent plus venir.
L'une a pretexté un mariage,
l'autre la garde de ses enfants.
Et pourtant il y a du travail
dans cette région de la Tihama
ol la malaria, la bilharziose et
I'hépatite font des ravages.
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Canada Moves to Make Its Logging
Industry More Environment-Friendly

Around Bob  McMinn’s
kitchen table, a revolution in
logging techniques is being
planned. The plotters are
members of the Ecoforestry
Institute Society (EFS). They
want to log McMinn's 121.5
hectares of forest near
Victoria, the  provincial
capital of British Columbia
in Canada, using sustainable
methods to teach timber pro-
fessionals how to do the
same thing. The wood
harvest will mimic the usual
cycles of nature - selecting
specific trees for cutting and
leaving some dead wood to
rot on the ground to enrich
the soil.

The concept is not new, but
it appears to be gaining
momentum, despite industry
complaints that it is not eco-
nomical. Environmentalists
are protesting against current
timber company practices,
and point to the “natural
selection logging™ as the way
of the future. They are con-
cerned that the ecological
impact of clear-cutting,
which has fragmented old-
growth forests into increas-
ingly smaller “islands” 1s
making it harder for the rich
genetic variety of plant and
animal life to be preserved.
“We have to change our eco-
nomics to meet the needs of
our ecology,” says Duncan
Taylor, EFS Director. Even
in economic terms, he says
forests hold value other than
wood, from biodiversity to
gourmet mushrooms. Salmon
streams are endangered by

erosion and pollution, partly
because of large-scale clear-
cutting.

“I am sure in the past we
have been part of the
problem,” concedes a
forester with MacMillan
Bloedel, a leading timer
company in Canada that has
become the main target of
protesters. He added that his
company will abide by the
new rules and guidelines
which ensure that future
clear-cuts are no more in size
that 40 hectares. Other recent
government regulations also
aim at preventing loggers
from polluting streams where
fish spawn.

To ecoforestry advocates,
however, such steps still do
not amount to “sustainable”
forestry, especially given the
rapid rate of cutting. Doug
Patterson, EFS Executive
Director, says logging should
not be done at all in the
remaining old growth
forests. This would be
bitterly opposed by the
timber industry, since these
trees, hundreds of years old,
are the most valuable.

The ecoforestry Institute
Society hopes to convince
sceptical labor unions,
timber companies, and gov-
ernment officials that forest
friendly practices are not
only needed, but economical.
One example that bolsters
their case is that of Merv
Wilkinson. He began selec-
tively harvesting his private
land on Vancouver Island in
1945. He says he reaps

greater wood-value from his
land by harvesting portions
every five years than he
could by clear-cutting. More-
over, because his methods
employ less  expensive
machinery and put less wear
and tear on it, his operating
costs are actually lower than
for clear-cutting.

Hesitant industry  people
need more convincing. “It is
not that it can’t be done. But
we need to know a little bit
more about it before pushing
such methods into wide-
spread use,” is a phrase that
is often repeated.

“We are certainly looking at
changing the way forestry is
practised,” explained John
Cuthbert, British Columbia’s
chief forester. “However,
ecoforestry would certainly
be more expensive,” he adds.
Yet, even costs of clear-
cutting are rising, since more
roads will be needed as cut
areas grow smaller.

Larry Rewakowsky, an
official with the timber union
IWA Canada, says that more
environmentally sensitive
practices will be needed for
logging,  especially on
erosion-prone steep slopes.
But he worries that eco-
forestry’s costs would drive
people ‘out of work if
mandated by law.
Ecoforestry advocates are
pushing the state to require
all companies to move into
new methods together, to
avoid market cost disadvan-
tages for companies who
agree to adopt new ways.
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Adopted and abridged by:
The Economic Editor,
Yemen Times.

For centruries elites have
feared and protected them-
sleves against revolts of the
poor. The history of both
agricultural or First Wave,
and industrial, or Second
Wave, societies is punctu-
ated with blood-spattered
slave, serf, and worker
uprisings. But decentralized,
knowledge-based, Third
Wave societies are accom-
panied by a startling new
development - an increase
risk of revolt by the rich.
When the USSR broke apart,
the republics most eager to
split away were the Baltic
states and the Ukraine.
Closest to Western Europe,
they were also the most
affluent and the most indus-
trially developed.

In these second Wave
smokestack republics, the
elites - chiefly Communist
Party bureaucrats and indus-
trial managers felt hamstrung
and overtaxed by Moscow.
Looking westward, the coul
see Germany. France, and
other nations already moving
beyond traditional industri-
alism towards a Third Wave
information economy. They
hoped to hitch their own
economies to the Weslt
European rocket.

By contrast, the republics
reluctant to leave the Union
were the furthest from
Europe, the poorest and most
agrarian. In these heavily
First Wave Muslim repub-
lics, the elites called them-
selves communist, but often
resembled corrupt  feudal
barons operating through
highly personal family and
village  networks.  They
looked to Moscow for pro-
tection and handouts.
Second Wave and First
Wave regions thus pulled in
sharply opposed directions.
All sides masked their self-
mterest  in  flag-waving
ethnic, linguistic, even eco-
logical appeals. Behind the
resultant clashes, however,
lay sharply opposed
economic and political ambi-
tions. When the contrary
pulls of the First and Second
Wave regional elites became
too strong for Mikhail Gor-
bachev to reconcile, the great
Soviet crack-up ensued.

An x-ray of other large
nations reveals similar fault
lines based on First, Second,
or Third Wave differences.
Take, for example, China,
the world’s most populous
country. Today, out of its 1.2
billion people, as many as
800 million are peasants n
the interior, still scrabbling at
the soil mush, as their grand-
parensts did under conditions
of wretched poverty. In
Guizhou the swollen bellies
of hungry children are still
all too visible amid shacks
and other marks of misery.
This is First Wave China.

By contrast, China’s coastal
provinces are among the
most rapidly developing in
the entire world. In factory-

filled Guangdong, gleaming
new highrises pierce the sky
and entrepreneurs are
plugged into the global
economy. Looking nearby,
they can see Hong Kong,
Taiwan, Singapore swiftly
transforming themselves
from Second to Third Wave
high-tech economies. The
coastal  provinces  look
towards these three so-called
“Tigers™ as models for their
own develpment, and are
linking their own local econ-
omies to them.

The new elites some engaged
in Second Wave interprises
based on cheap labor, others
already installing leading
edge Third Wave tech-
nologies at a blistering pace
are  optimistic, extremely
commercial, and aggres-
sively independent.
Equipped with  faxes,
cellular phones, and luxury
cars, speaking Cantones,
rather than Mandarin, they
are wired into ethnic Chinese
communities from  Van-
couver end Los Angeles to
Jakarta, Kuala Lampur, and
Manilla. They share more in
life-style and self-interest
with the overseas Chinese
than with first Wave Chinese
on the mainland.

They are already thumbing

their collective nose at
economic edicts from
Beijing’s central govern-

ment. How long before they
decide they will no longer
tolerate Beijing’s political
interference and refuse to
contribute the funds needed
by the central government to
improve rural conditions or
to put down agrarian unrest?
Unless Beijing grants them
complete freedom of finan-
cial and political action, one
can magine the new elites
insisting on independence or
some facsimile of it - a step
that could tear China apart
and trigger civil war.

With enormous investments
at stake, Japan. Korea,
Taiwan, and other countries
might be compelled to take
sides and thus find them-
selves sucked-in unwillingly
into the conflagration that
might follow. This scenrio is
admittedly speculative, but
not impossible. History is
dotted with wars and uphea-
vals that looked highly
improbable.

India, with a population of
850 million, is the world’s
second most populous state,
and it is developing a similar
split among its trisected
elites. There, too, a vast pea-
santry still lives as in cen-
truries past; there, too, we
find a large, trhiving indus-
trial secotr of roughly 100-
150 people; and there, too
we find a small, but fast-
growing Third Wave sector
whose members are plugged
into Internet and the world
communications grid,
working at home on their
PCs, exporting software and
high-tech  products, and
living a daily reality rad-
ically different from the rest
of society.

A glance at MTV blaring out

ol
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over India television screens
or a visit to the Lajpat Rai
Market in south Delhi makes
the cleavage between the
sectors clear. There cus-
tomers haggle with hucksters
over the price of satellite
dishes, LEDs, signal split-
ters, video recorders, and
other gear needed to plug
into the world’s Third Wave
info-stream.

India is already torn by
bloody separatist movements
based on what appear to be
ethno-religious  differences.
If we look beneath these,
however, we may find, as in
China and Russia, three
opposed elites, each with its
own economic and political
agenda, tearing the nation
apart under the guise of
religion or ethnicity.

Brazil’s population of 155
million is seething, too.
Nearly 40% of the work
force is still agricultural
much of it barely existing
under the most abominable
conditions. A large industrial
sector and a tiny but growing
Third Wave sector make up
the rest of Brazil.

Even as masses of First
Wave peasants from the
northeast starve, and out-of
control  migrations  over-
whelm Second Wave Sao
Paulo and Rio, Brazil already
faces an organised separatist
movement in Rio Grande do
Sul, an affluent region in the
south with an 89% literacy
rate and a phone in four out
of every five homes.

The south produces 76% of
the country’'s GDP and is
routinely over-represented in
govenment by the north and
northest, whose eonomic
contribution, measured in
these terms, is only 18%.
The south, moreover, argues

that it is subsidising the
north. Joking that Brazil

would be rich if it simply
ended just north of Rio,
southerners are no longer
laughing. They claim they
send 15% of their GDP to
Brasilia and receive only 9%
back. “Separatism,” says a
leader of a party committed
to breaking Brazil apart, "is
the only way for Brazil to
shake off its backwardness.”
It may also be a path to civil
conflict.

Even in Europe, just as 30
years of the process of inte-
gration has just concluded,
the sounds of separatism
have become even louder.
Consider  the electoral
victory in Italy of the
Northern League headed by
Umberto Bossi. the League
swept to a majority in Milan,
the seat of the Italian corrup-
tion scandals, on a program
calling for the more pros-
perous north to shed the
burdens of the romans
bureaucracy and Italy’s imp-
verised south.

Even within the Arab world,
consider the rising conflict
between the people of the
Ibb/Taiz/Aden axis and those
of the tribal north. Although
camoflagued by numerous
guises, the feeling is that the
Ibb/Taiz/Aden people are

more productive than the
tribes of the north. However,
is is the corrupt feudal
barons or sheikhs of the
north operating through a
network of tribal and
military affiliations that run
the country and demand
“payments" from the south-
erners.

In Egypt, the lower Egyp-
tians, by far much richer and
more cosmopolitants than the
Saeedis of uppar Egypt are
constantly outnumbered. By
simply joining the army, the
backward Saeedis have ruled
Egypt.

Across the world, then, we
are hearing a premonitory
growl from the angry
affluent in an environment of
calsh in civlisations. The rich
want out.

Many are thinking, if not
saying aloud, “We can buy
our needs and sell our goods
abroad. Why saddle our-
selves with an army of mal-
nourished iliterates when our
factories and offices might
actually need fewer and
higher-skilled workers in the
future as the Third Wave
advances?”

Combined with other splin-

tering tendencies, notably
rising protectionism and the
kind of ethno-religious strife
that has erupted from the
Balkans to India, violent
explosions are possible.
These  multiplying, fast-
widening cleavages represent
large-scale threats to peace
in the decades ahead. They
derive from the master
conflict of our era sparked by
the rise of a revolutionary
new civilisation that cannot
be contained within the
bisected structure of world
power that sprang up after
the Industrial Revolution.
What we wil see in the
decades to come is a gradual
trisection of the world
system into First Wave
states, still reliant on agri-
culture, Second Wave states
built on smokestack indus-
tries and Third Wave states,
each with its own vital inter-
ests, its own feuding elites,
its own crises and agendas.
This 1s the grand historical
context in which we today
observe the civilianision of
war, the proliferation of
nuclear, chemical, and bio-
logical weapons, and of
missles; it is in this context

that we witness the rise of
completely unprecendented
Third Wave warforms, such
as the World Trade Center
bombing in New York. That
incident made it quite clear
that the state has lost its
monopoly on violence to
small groups of often-
independent  actors  who
possess lethal knowledge.
We are racing into a strange
and novel period of future
history. Those who wish to
prevent or limit war must
take these new facts into
account, see the hidden con-
nections among them , and
recognize the waves of
change transforming our
world.

In the period of extreme tur-
bulence and danger to come,
survival will depend on our
doing something no one has
done for at least two cen-
turies. Just as we have
invented a new war-form
we will have to invent a new
“peace-form™ that uses the

decentralisation of power
and knowledge to combat
Third Wave forms of
violence.

Will we be able to do it?
Only time will tell.
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The Arabic Language

By: Majeed El-Mashta,
Language Center, Sanaa Univeristy

Arabic is a semitic language, in the same
sense as English is a Germanic one. The dit-
ference being that English has a clearer
starting-point: in about 477 A.D. the Anglo-
Saxons and others invaded Britain. These
Germanic tribes brought with them their
families, cattle , furniture... and their
Germanic dialect and settled in Britain for
good. They also brought with them Beowulf,
a three-thousand-line poem of bravery, per-
severance and heroic deeds.

This geographic factor sharpened the differ-
ence between the Germanic dialect brought
to britain and the other dialects in the
mainland and other places to the extent that
split this dialects and converted it to a special
language by itself.

This is how existing languages have evolved.
The process is always the same: a dialect
becomes more and more different from its
main sisterly dialects until it becomes com-
pletely unintelligible to the speakers of those
dialects.

the minute this dialects gains independence
and becomes a new language, this new
language starts splitting into various dialects
on both the social and the geographical
levels. Does this mean that British English
and American English will split one day into
two different languages? Most probably no.
The highly developed means of communica-
tion in our age is able to drastically reduce
the probability of this occurrence. It may
even abolish it.

Well, I am afraid we have gone too far from
our main subject. Arabic as mentioned
before, is a Semitic language, like Akkadian,
Aramaic, Ambharic, .... But nobody knows
exactly when and how the split took place.
All we know is that Arabic is now the most
well-known semitic language, being spoken
by more than 250 million persons. As the
language of the Quran, which was revealed to
Prophet Muhammad during the period 610 -
632, Arabic is quite familiar in the Islamic
World. It has also substantially influenced the
languages of the Islamic nations in both its
vocabulary and its script.

Anyhow, a number of inscriptions dating
back to the fifth centrury B.C. are considered
the earliest written forms of Arabic, which, in
fact are greatly different from our present day
Arabic. AF. Beeston, the well-known
British Arabist argues that “the earliest man-
ifestion of a linguistic form which can be
indentified as Arabic was found on a tomb-
stone at Nemera in the Syrian Desert, dated
328 AD....”

Later on, specially after the spread of Islam
among non-Arabs, Arabic began to be used
by those neighboring nations at a large scale.
These non-Arab Muslims enriched Arabic by
using it in their writings as they added to
what the Arabs themselves produced in their
own language. As Arabs and Muslim became
the center of human civilization from the 7th
century to the gradual awakening of Europe
some seven centuries later, Arabic was the
language of science, medicine and arts.

The use of Arabic at a large scale by the non-
Arabs has slightly affected the original nature
of the Arabic language by introducing a
foreign touch into it.

Arab scholars helped remedy the situation
early in time. This is what they did par-
ticularly in the eight century A.D. Imam Ali,
the fourth caliph, explained to the Arabist
Abul Aswad Ad-Dualli how a word may be
classified as noun, verb or particle. He asked
him to proceed accordingly for a full descrip-
tion of Arabic grammar in the hope of con-
trolling the flow of the language in the proper
way and to avoid the irregularities decadence
that were creeping into it. Efforts went on for
generations to improve the language and
resulted in the emergence of two gigantic
schools of grammar: the Kufa and the
Basrah Schools (both in Iraq). Most of what
was researched by these two schools, in spite
of the severe competition between them, has
provided the base for the language.

This fact marks another difference between
English and Arabic: the first form of English
grammar appeared perhaps around the four-
teenth century through applying the Latin
model, which had been borrowed by English
from the Greek model. Since then that first
model has undergone a lot of serious mod-
ifications to make it more and more suitable
to the peculiarities of the English language.
This model was called English traditional
grammar. The problem with that model is
that no matter how much it is modified and
adapted to the Egnlish language, it still
suffered from artificiality. This in fact is the
major drawback which made modern lin-
guists revolt against English traditional
grammar.

On the other hand, the first attempt of Arabic
grammar was quite natural in the sense that it
was not borrowed from another language. It
is a grammatical description which has been
designed by Arab grammarians for the
Arabic language specifically.

Before concluding, a word or two about
poetry may be appropriate. Available
inscriptions show that Arabic poetry started
as anonymous verses spoken on specific
occasions. The themes of these verses are
elegies, laments, boasting poems, satires
cursing poems, war-poems, and the like.
Longer poems were first recited in the first
half of the sixth century. In order to win the
hearts of his audience, the poet often begins
his ode by mentioning the deserted dwelling
places of the lover - the typical “arlal” phe-
nomenon. He weeps, complains and talks to
the lonely houses. The following lines are the
outset of a famous ode by Imru-ul Qais:

Stay! let us weep, while memory tries to trace
The long-lost fair one’s home and dwelling
place;

Though the rude winds have swept the sandy
plain,

Still some faint traces of that spot remain.

My comrades reined their coursers by my
side,

And ‘Yield not, yield not to despair,’
cried

Tears were my sole reply; yet to what avail?
Tears shed on sands, or sighs upon the gale?
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QUALITIES OF A
GOOD MANAGER

It is decidedly incorrect to
say that anyone is a born
manager. Experience has
shown beyong argument that
successful managers can
come from diverse back-
grounds. But in all cases,
they have been trained, or
have trained themselves, for
the job.

This raining invoves a
process of education, not
necessarily formal in nature,
altAough formal, planned
education is in general the
most efficient means of pro-
ducing managers. It must be
said, however, that educa-
tional facilities in man-
agement studies have not yet
attained thir optimum.

It is impossible to put the
qualities required in a
manager into a definite order
of importance. Some
managers may  succeed
because they have cultivated
particular talents to such a
degree that any deficiency in
other respects are well com-
pensated for. Yet, the
business world often looks
for men and women with the
right “balance” of qualities,
as even the most outstanding
managers are bound to have
some defects.

The following list is not, and

cannot be, exhaustive in
world circusmtances that are
rapidly changing. But, the
list is supposed to be only
indicative.

1. The manager needs to be a
leader. The idea here is that
the man or woman who
manages needs to inspire and
motivate the others around
him/her.

2. The manager needs to
have the quality of logical or
rational process in his/her
thought and work. This is
critical as the people around
him/her will then be able to
link-up in any part of the
overall process.

3. The manager must be
decisive. This point is tricky.
First the manager must have
the ability to listen, collect
information and build a data-
base for his/her decision.
When the time for decision
comes, he/she must make it.

This quality is often asso-
ciated with self-esteem, self-
confidence and courage.

4. The manager needs to
have the ability to build
channels of communication
with  his/her  associates,
assistants, and with society at
large. The manager need not
limit him/herself to the
office. A good manager

would have excellent
contacts.

5. The manager needs to
have the quality of compas-
sion. He/She has to appear to
the people around him/her as
a fair person who has a good
human spirit.

6. The manager must dif-
ferentiate between the
relevant and irrelevant. As
the to the relevant, he/she
has to have the ability to pri-
oritize properly, thus
dividing his/her time as well
as those of the team.

7. The manager must
delegate authority And dis-
tribute responsibilities. Most
Yemeni managers do not see
this or able to implement it.
8. Above all, the manager:
must be able and willing to
work hard. This last point is
probably the most ciritical.
Here in Yemen, the quality
required of managers are
often disregarded, as long as
the candidate has “other”
qualities. In the long-run.
Yemen would really need
good managers if our bureau-
cracy is to function properly.

By:

Saeed Mohammed Salmeen,
Sheikh Othman,

Aden.

THE ORIGINAL Chef COOKING OIL

Your Choice For Healthy and Delicious Cooking

"VEGETABLE|
COOKING 01




Translation of an Arabic
story by an anonymous
writer.

“Arwa, come and eat dinner,
child.”

“I am coming, I just want to
finish watching this TV
program. Huda is playing
with her little brother and
sister,”

“Come at once. I am too
tired to cater to your whims
like this. You have been
watching television fro the
last two hours.” '

“It is not fair mama. I have
nobody to play with. I have
no sisters and brothers. Why
is it I don’t have sisters and
brothers?”

“My child, there are certain
things you can’t understand
now. You are only seven.
When you grow older, 1 will
explain everything to you.”
“That is what you always
say. Is it so difficult to have
a little brother? All my
friends at school have
brothers and sisters. Some of
them have four and five. I
just want one to play with.”
“We will talk about that
some other time. Now come
and eat your dinner.”

“But I want a little brother.
Can I have one next week?”
“It is not like buying a pet,
Arwa. You know that.”
“Okay. Can I have a pet?”

“It is dinner time. First eat
your dinner, then we will
discuss this matter.”

“All you and daddy ever
want me to do is read, do
homework, eat. I want to
play.”

“Now you are getting on my
nerves, and if you don’t
move away from that tele-
vision set, to which you
seem to be glued, I will come
and spank you.”

“Yea, that is what you enjoy
doing. Have you counted
how many times you have
spanked me?”

“That is enough of your sau-

ciness. Come and have
dinner.”
“Okay mama. Don’t get

mad. I don’t ask you for
much, just a little brother.”
“Sorry darling, but that is not
in the hands of mama.”
“Oh no, beans again. I don’t
like beans. Why can’t we
have other things? Why can’t
we have better food?”
Amina is exhausted. It is the
same day in and day out. She
has to put up with the
tantrums of her seven-year
old, all on her own. The
father, oh yes, he comes late
- long after Arwa has gone to
bed. Ahmed spends his
evenings with his “friends”
discussing economic hard-
ships and the rivalry between
politicians.
He comes home disgusted
and frustrated. Amina does
not want to aggravate the sit-
uation by adding her com-
plaints. She leaves him
alone, and tries her best with
the daily routine of
answering the endless ques-
tions of her daughter.
The two hours between the
sleeping of Arwa and the
arrival  of Ahmed are
Amina’s hours - all her own.
They give her relief and a
certain degree of peace.
Had it not been for those two
hours, she would have gone
crazy. The cool night breeze
flows in through the window,
and the majestic stars fill her
 with owe. Those moments
are really rhythmical. The
silence and serenity of the

night bring harmony to her
hectic and difficult life.
Amina turns her gaze inside.
Ahmed is knocking on the
door. She helps him take off
his shawl and djambiyah. He
is, as usual, edgy. He mutters
something about food.

“Yes, supper is ready.”

“I don’t know why the two
ALIs can’t agree? Nobody is
asking them anything. Just
agree between yourselves.
The people want nothing.”
“Yes, life is becoming hard. I
don’t know how to tell you
but the house allowance is no
longer enough to buy the
basic needs. Costs go up by

the day. They say the
American dollar 1s to
blame.”

“I am not worried about the
cost of living anymore. We
can do with less, even less
food. But our very lives are
at risk. Do you understand
that?”

“Yes, they say that the
armies of the two sides are
ready for a showdown. But
what is the problem between
them?

“There is no problem.
Simply each man wants to be
the dictator of Yemen. You
know they are used to being
dictators. Now we have this
thing called demogratiyyah,
which is meaningless. Why
do we need it, I don’t under-
stand. Maybe it is simply to
please the Americans.”

“But what do the Americans
get if we have demoqg-
ratiyyah or not?”

“I don’t know, but I think it
is important to them.”

“My dear Ahmed. It has
been a long day for you.
Maybe you need to rest. You
can clean your hands while I
arrange supper.”

“I am not very hungry. But
maybe I will eat a little.
Arwa 1s sleeping?

“Yes, the poor child.”

The couple are eating supper
on the floor. Amina has used
an old newspaper to lay the
plates on.

The two are very uneasy
about the way their life is
unfolding. But they push on.
It is morning, and Arwa is
preparing to go to school.
The mother is up, and the
father is still sleeping.
“Mama, I am not hungry. I
don’t want breakfast.”
“Okay, but take the sandwich
to school with you. You will
be hungry at school, and you
can eat it then.”

“But you can give me some
money and I will buy a
sandwich from the school
cafeteria. All children do
that, mama.”

“l will fix you a nice
sandwich. You know our
food is nice and clean.”

“But mama, all children buy
things from the school caf-
eteria. | want you to give me

ten riyals.”

“l have no change today,
dear. When your father
wakes up, I will take some
money from him, and
tomorrow I will give it to
vou.”

Arwa runs to the room in
which her father is sleeping
and cries:

“Daddy, I want ten riyals to
buy things at school.”
Ahmed gradually waking up,
he scolds the mother.

“Why can’t you take care of
your daughter? Why can’t
you give her ten riyals?”
“But I explained to you last
night. I have no more money.
Things are expensive.”

The father searches the
pocket of his coat. He gets
five riyals and gives it to
Arwa.

The mother accompanies her
daughter to the kitchen.

“You can take the five riyals
and the sandwich. How is
that?”

“Okay mother.”

“Of course, you will eat the
sandwich, and you will buy
something to drink with the
money.”

“Okay mother.”

The mother helps Arwa with
her school-bag, escorts her to
the door, tells to be careful
when crossing streets, and
closes the door.

Amina returns to the kitchen
to prepare coffee and break-
fast for her husband.

“Do you know an egg costs
five riyals?”

“No, but I am not surprised.
Yemen has become a dog-
eat-dog world.”

“The landlord came by yes-
terday. He did not say
anything. He did not need
to. We are behind on last
month’s rent.”

“I will try to get some money
today. All I can do is really
to steal or rob. But I will find
a way.”

“Be careful. Here is your
morning coffee.”

“Thank you. Life has
become unbearable. I don’t
know who is responsible for
all of this, but I hate this sit-
uation.”

“There is nothing we can do
about it.”

“Oh yes, there is. Just wait
until we get a break. We will
do something.”

“You sound you are waiting
for something.”

“Yes, the whole country is
waiting.”
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WATCH YOUR DIARY!

Often it seems, public men
choose to record their daily
lives as chapters for history -
grand plans that can go
wrong.

Senator Bob Packwood is
not the first political diarist
to find himself cornered by
his own journal.

Within the year, the journals
of a former cabinet officer
became grounds for indict-
ment, over-ruled by pardon
from an outgoing president
whose own diaries had been

used to question his
veracity.
Packwood  started long

before that, his diaries date
back to 1969, prior even to
the classic self-undoing of
Richard Nixon’s White
House tape recordings.

“From the very beginning I
had decided that my admin-
istration would be the best
chronicled in  history,”
Nixon wrote in his memoirs.

That led to the voice-
activated system that
recorded the Watergate

tapes and ultimately forced
the man’s downfall as pres-
ident in 1974.

A dozen years later, asked
for the lesson of Watergate,
Nixon replied, “Just destroy
all the tapes.” He did not,
nor have other political
figures whose records and
diaries can be incriminating,
or at least embarrassing.
Caspar Weinberger, the
former US Secretary of
Defence, was indicated in
1992, accused of false state-
ments about the Iran-Contra

scandal on the basis of his
own handwritten notes.
Prosecutors in the same case
obtained taped diaries that
raised doubts about George
Bush’s early knowledge in
that case. Bush had kept the
diaries when he was vice
president.

The Packwood diaries run to
8,200 typed, single-spaced
pages, dictated by the
Senator most days for 25
years, But he had disclosed
their existence to the Senate
Ethics Committee, hoping to
use entries in the diaries in
his defense against accusa-
tions of harassment and
intimidation. The Oregon
Senator had permitted com-
mittee review of about 5,000
pages, 20 years of entries,
but balked at more after
committee lawyers said they
had found information about
possible violations of crim-
inals law in the diaries.

So the ethics committee
asked the Senate to take
Packwood to court to
enforce the subpoena. After
a Monday of sometimes
awkward debate about and
with the Oregon Senator, the
decision was put off until
Tuesday for another effort at
a settlement without a vote.
“Non one had ever seen
them except the women who
typed them,” Packwood said
Monday, calling the diaries

“personal beyond all
measure.” But the line
between  personal and

official was blurred. Senator
Richard Bryan, D-Nev., the

ethics committee chairman,
said the diaries were main-
tained in his Senate office,
transcribed for years by a
Senate  employee, “not
strictly ~ personal  hand
written diaries.”

He said Packwood told the
committee he was con-
sidering using the diaries to
write a boo. This is not
unusual in the case of
official diarists. & was
Nixon’s reason for ordering
the White House taping that
led to his downfall.

He said he had intended to
sue them for books and
memoirs after his pres-
idency. “Such an objective
record might also be useful
to the extent that any pres-
ident feels vulnerable to
revisionist histories -
whether from within or
without his administration,”
Nixon wrote in his auto-

biography.
Nixon said his pre-
decessors, Franklin C.

Roosevelt to Lyndon B.
Johnson, all had used
recording systems to tape
White House discussions.
After Watergate, though,
written journals and dictated
notes became the custom.
President Clinton’s press
secretary said he seeks to
preserve the historic record
by taking notes during the
workdays and using them to
tape-record his thoughts,
often late at night. It is not
really a diary.

If you keep a diary, watch
out!
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ALL OVER THE WORLD PARTICIPATED IN THE EXPO.
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CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION

The Organizing Comumiitee of Ethic-Inter Expo presents this Certificate with
Special Thanks
To

for aciive partieipation in Iniernesmenel Trade and Investment Premstion Fair-held
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CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION

The Grgaenizing Commitiee of Ethio-Inier Expo presents fhis Certificate with
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Consulates

Emergency Police 199 | SANAA : U.A.E 248777178
Accident (Traffic) 194 | 1. Embassies: [ UK. 215630/33
Fire Brigade 191 | Afghanistan 217691 | US.A. 238842/52
Water Problems 171 | Adzeria 200688/80 | Vietnam 215985
Electricity Problems 177 | Bulearia 217244 | ) )
Telephone Enquiries 118 | China 975337840 | 2 Homscacy Consuliates:
Aljumhury Hospital 202192/3 | Cuba 217304/5 | Austria e _jﬁ_ﬁhn
Athawra Hospital 246970/9 i . 24794 Belgium 205925/865
P Czech Republic 2 6
Kuwait Hospital 203282/4 | piibouti 245792/265469 Canada 208814
Red Crescent 203131/3 . " 5750489 | Danish Trade Office 243433
. T Eeypt o ¢ (Tai; 4-215171/2
Banks: Eritres 209422 Denmark (Taiz) 04-215171/2
Yemeni Banks: EIhiOI;ia EURSSS Finland 207018/20/21
Central Bank 27437153 | France 275995/7 | Greece 272218
Commercial Bank: Sanaa 213662-6 | Germany  216756/757. 266873/4 | Spain 209360
Hodeidah 217040-3 [ por80Y =00 30 216679 | Sweden 207595/470
Int'l Bank of Yemen 2729203 | l(.:lll_lgary = 2}4'| 680)’].-’7 | Switzerland 203534
National Bank 275373 i s - o |
s ¢ S Indonesia 217388 | , i
YBRD 2716234 | . 3. International Organizations:
: ran 206945/948 | %
Branches of Foreign Banks: Tsi 216682/790 | FAO 207331/607
Arab Bank Lid. 24092129 | 5 . | UNDP 215505
: } . taly 265616/73409/78846 |
Bank Indosuez 27280173 | oY 207356208753 | UNHCR 204963
United Bank Ltd 272424 ape T 16701 73 UNICEF 231256/7/8
Jordan 216701/736 | WHO 259713/204
Government Offices: Korea (Dem) 232340 T
Foreign Affairs 20254477 | Korea (Rep) 20000 | ADEN Consulates:
Interior - Affairs 559701/ | Kuwait 216317/319 | AD onsulates :
Immieration 55076173 | Lebanon 203959/733 | China 233115
e 197055 | Libya 208815/6 | Ethiopia (Commercial) 231335
B CH i i 211173 | Mauritania 216770 | France 223129/090
TV Station - 250001/03 | Morrocco 247964 | Germany 232162233607
Radic Station ;EK)UGO)'GI Netherlands 215626/7/8 | India 233131
A S - Oman 208933/4 | Iran 231893/361
dal-icte ; . 219
Insurance Companies: [.;'k"_".‘m 2;138 13/14 }Hly qu'fgﬁ?ggg
Y.I & Relnsurance/Aden 273311 | Palestine SS0Re | 12w R s
Marib Insurance: Sanaa 206112/14 Poland —"'_8362 4034 2“4."?‘146(}
Aden: 255668 | Qatar 217488/296 | Oman 33433
Tuil: f;q-;‘l'érpnm Romania 215579 Pa]cs_nne ) 232340/232717
Hodeidah: 217370/1 | Russia (FR) 78272/78275 | Russian (FR) 232792/232625
Yemen General: Sanaa: 265191 | Saudi Arabia 240429/30 | Saudi Arabia 232760/32526
" Adat 743909 | Somalia 208864 | Slovak 2336307232101
Taiz: 771561 | Sudan 265231/2 | Somalia 241421/101
Hodeidah: 230184 | Syria 247750/52 | UK S,
United Insurance Co. 01-272890-2 | Tunisia 240458/9 | FAO Branch 233722/232146
Aman Insurance Co.  01-209452 = Turkey 241395

Air ::t'sgwc 273?8?34!2 . B . Sana'a (01)

Air India 27254 emenia Branches: e 237500/1/2

Alitalia 273655  Abdul-Mughni 274803/4 #I.“-”gl:o.lf,, '“f.}.??.::;ﬂ

Alyemda (HO, Aden) 231339  Haddah 204538/550 | & =neba TAARRAE

Alyemda (Sana'a) 203637  Shauob 250833 ‘ Aden (02)

Austrian Airlines 272432 Zubeiry 260834/5 | Movenpick 232911

British Airways 272247  Head Office 232381-9 | Golq Mohur 221158

Cathay Pacific 271803  Reservations 250800/1 :

Egypt Air 275061  Airport 250868/831 | Hodeidah (03)

Ethiopian Airlines 272437 Bristol 239197

Gulf Air 972551/49/677 Ambassador 231247750

Iragi Airlines DO $COURIERS  BERAEIE 75852

KLM 78093/76968/270879 Taiz (04)

Korean Airlines 272548 ‘ _ The Plaza Hotel 220224/26

Kuwait Airlines 272503/4 | Aramex / Sana’a 243925 | Muareb 210350

Lufthansa 272583 | Aramex / Aden 255.683 | wvoauan 317997
L . ’ = = & azd 2

Pakistan Int’l 240909/091 | Aramex / Taiz 213.489 s

Royal Jordanian 275314/028 | Aramex / Hodeidah 218.168 | Marib (063)

Russian Airlines 74930 D_[]I._ 248017-249878 Biquis Marib 2666-2371

Sabena B . 2"()5865 ]q—li\_l\cjll-;.‘ffrcxx 2(_;31;1?{(; Sadah (051)

::1:1'::1 A\_Ilrr\w_\* Jv_;?'?i'; SRypac ‘ Al Mamoon 2203/2459

Syrian Airways 272543 ) i ) Mukalla (0952)

Universal Travel 275028-30 | American Express 272435/6 | Hadhramaut 2060

Continued from Page 8:

PRINCE CHARLES ON ISLAM AND THE WEST

On the contrary, what I am appealing for is a
wider, deeper, more careful understanding of
our world; for a metaphysical as well as
material dimension to our lives, in order to
recover the balance we have abandoned, the
absence of which, 1 believe, will prove dis-
astrous in the long term. If the ways of
thought found in Islam and other religions can
help us in that search, then there are things for
us to learn from this system of belief which I
suggest we are ignoring at our peril.

We live today in on a world, forged by instant
communications, by television, by the
exchange of information on a scale
undreamed of by our grandparents. The world
economy functions as an inter-dependent
entity. Problems of society, the quality of life
and the environment, are global in their causes
and effects, and none of us any longer has the
luxury of being able to solve them on our
own. The Islamic and Western worlds share
problems common to us all. How we adpt to
change in our societies, how we help young
people who feel alienated from their parent’s
or their society’s values, how we deal with
AIDS. drugs. and the disintegration of the
family. Of course. these problems vary in
nature and intensity between societies. The
problems of our own inner cities are not iden-
tical to those of Cairo or Damascus. But the
similarity of human experience is consid-
erable. The international trade in hard drugs is
one example; the damage we are collectively
doing to our environment is another. We have

to solve these threats to our communities and
our lives together.

Simply getting to know each other can
achieve wonders. | remember vividly, for
example, taking a group of Muslims and non-
Muslims some years ago to see the work of
the Marylebone Health Center in London. of
which [ am patron. The enthusiasm and
common determination that the shared expe-
rience generated was immensely heart-
warming.

Somehow we have to learn to understand each
other, and to educate our children - a new gen-
eration, whose attitudes and cultural outlook
may be different from ours - so that they
understand too. We have to show trust. mutual
respect and tolerance, if we are to find the
common ground between us and work
together to find solutions. We cannot afford to
revive the territorial and political confronta-
tions of the past. We have to share expe-
riences, to explain ourselves to each other, to
understand and tolerate, and build on those
positive principles which our two cultures
have in common. That trade has to be two-
way. Each of us needs to understand the
importance of conciliation, of reflection -
TADABBUR - to open our minds and unlock
our hearts to each other. I am utterly con-
vinced that the Islamic and the Western
worlds have much to learn from each other.
Just as the old engineer in the Gulf may be
European, so the heart transplant surgeon in
Britain may be Egyptian.

NovembC‘ ] lh. 13

MARITIME DELMAS VIELJEV
(MDV) Paris

has commenced its Container Service
to the Red Sea Ports of:

Aqaba, Port Sudan and Hodeidah

with effect from early October, 1993.

The new service now operates on a ten day
frequency from the Ports of:

- LEHAVRE

- FELIXSTOWE

- HAMBURG (BREMEN BS/L ALSO ISSUED
- ROTTERDAM

- ANTWERP

Shortly, the frequency will be improved to
(8) days.

The cargo is being transhipped at Djibouti
from where weekly feeder service bring the
cargo to Red Sea Ports.

MDYV Agents for the above service are:

France: DELAMS AT LE HAVRE AND PARIS

ELDER DEMPSTER/DUFOREST AT
LONDON, LIVERPOOL AND FELIXSTOWE

U.K.:

Germany: SDV DEUTSCHLAND AT HAMBURG
AND CGM AT BREMEN

Belgium: JOHN P. BEST AT ANTWERP

Yemen: MIDDLE EAST SHIPPING COMPANY LIMITED,
P. O. Box 3700, Hodeidah,
Republic of Yemen
Telephone: (967-3) 217418, 217277, 217339
Telex: 5505 MIDEST YE /5728 MIDSTB YE
Fax: (967-3) 211529, 238824

Our above mentioned Agents stand ready to
provide further information and quotations.
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_TeleYemen Mobile

For more details, please contact our customer services:
Sanaa 7915000, Aden 7920106, Taiz 7924000, Hodeidah 7910142, Mukalla 7951000

. Reliable Telecommunications
“An Ingredient for Success.

‘ National Beverages Co.

CANADA DRY SANAA

AGONIES OF A NEW BIRTH

By: Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
Professor of Finance,
Yemen Times.

The anxiety that has gripped
Yemen because of the feud
between our top politicians is
taking its toll. The economy
is grinding to a halt, no new
investments have come in
and even previous invest-

ment commitments have
been put on hold.

Meanwhile, citizens have
been stocking up food
supplies and other daily

needs, and many houses have
expanded their water tanks
and reservoirs. A large
number of people are buying
arms, ostensibly to protect
themselves and their families
if trouble breaks out.

Many senior officials have
shipped out their families
and precious belongings.
Dependents of those who
have moved to Sanaa with

officials from the former
PDRY as part of the unifi-
cation process have now
returned to the South, and
many Northerners who were
assigned to work in the
South have come up North.
In short, everybody is
bracing for the worst. The
coalition partners and the
House of Representatives
have decided to stop the
mud-slinging campaigns and
even to stop reporting on the
crisis.
What exactly is the problem?
It is clear that Ali Abdullah
Saleh and Ali Salim Al-
Beedh have been unable to
work together. They have
reached a stage in which they
use local and international
media to put the blame on
the other side, and prepare
for a showdown, possibly a
violent one.
A major part of the problem
is, of course, the lack of trust

between the two sides.
Another part is their hunger
for power.

I would like to remind both
men that the demands for
reform are genuine and
pressing. It is not important
which points or whose
agenda we are talking about.
It is more important that real
and serious reform be imple-
mented rapidly.

It is the lawlessness and
helplessness of the regime
that has created the present
difficulties. The politicians
have been working hard to
gather power for themselves
while neglecting the whole
nation. The majority of
society cannot continue to
watch as a small group of
politicians ~ compete  for
power while the people are
hungry, cold, unemployed
and scared.

I would like to remind the
members of the House of

Ask us for the keys to the world of
comfortable accommodation.
Call : 215-714 to know how.

The Property Centre

Will lift the wait off your shoulders

Sana’a -Tel; 215714 Fax 245301 Aden - Maalla St. Tel/Fax: 243392:

daogiag

Representatives  that they
represents the only legitimate
institution that can pressure
on the two ALIs into a
course of action that will
save Yemen from turmoil.
The PGC, YSP and Islah
leaderships do not seem to
have understood the concept
of institution-building. For
example, there was a chance
to build the institution of
parliament in the last
election. The leaders of the
three parties could have
helped bring to parliament
qualified persons who would
really have made up a good
and strong parliament - a
parliament that could have
reigned in the politicians
when they stray.

But No! They did everything
possible to make sure their
dependents and allies take
the seats of parliament. That
is why today, the House of
Representatives finds itself

unable to take the steps
necessary to salvage the
situation, because it is a

mirror-image of the feuding
parties.

Another institution that could
have taken important steps in
correcting the situation is the
judiciary. But again, the
rulers only *“allowed” the
people beholden to them to
man this institution.

It has been the policy of the
former YAR, and since
1990, that of unified Yemen,
to allow only “Yes, Mr.
President” persons to take
charge. And it would be an
additional bonus if such
persons were blood relations.
But these are not the type of
people who would build a
modern nation.

Therefore, part of the reason
why the nation is at a loss
regarding what to do with the
rulers, and why there are no
institutions and forces that
can intervene in the face of a
real possibility of re-
partitioning the country is
because these rulers have
marginalized anybody who is
not obedient to them.

Now, for God’s sake, will
the PGC and YSP look at
what they have already done
to us, and what they damage
they could do if they tore up
the country. They are respon-
sible for the ruin in which we
find ourselves.

What we are witnessing
today to the loss of a dream.

LIANAVAVA

Tel: 340-371, Fax: 340-376

motor oils

Business World:
Ali Al-Omairy on the
Poultry Industry.

Archaeology:
Discoveries of Stone-
Age Settlements and
Their Relics on the
Marib-Shabwah-
Hadhramaut Highway.

Women in Politics:

The Rising Role and
Participation of Women
in Politics.

Economy:

What Are the IMF
Economic Reform
Packages and How
Useful Are They?

PLUS
Our Permanent
Features.

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY .AL)

* Petrochemical g}lanu and refineries. * Fuel and water storage tanks.
* Heavy and light industrial plants. wg{sbom structures and underwater
+ Power and desalination planis.
* Water treaiment plants, reservoirs and * Marine docks, barbours, deep sea berths
distribution systems. and refinery terminals,
_ Jewgmmphmandwﬂem .izxzds k.
¢ Ol fields ancil tallati * High bold
Ppe’?:m gommwm: and ﬁmm nnuﬁrsmes, and mgﬂlms .
s Awr purification for indusiry. * Prefa accom ion and
office facilities
SANAA: ADEN:
Phone: (967-1) 275.281 Phone: (967-2) 377.328
(967-1) 272676 (967-2) 377.294
Fax: (967-1)272.713 Fax: (967-2) 20318

Telex: 2720 CCICYE
P. O Box: 16110
Sana’a, Yemen

Telex: 2247YD CCCSAL
P.O. Box: 3015
Aden, Yemen

JORDANIANS VOTED FOR CHANGE

The people of Jordan have
voted for change. HM King
Hussain and the leadership
helping him run the country
have fully enabled the people
to choose their eighty repre-
sentatives to the House. And
the people of Jordan have
decided to send new blood
and new qualifications to
parliament.

Among the eighty members,
there is only one woman.
The reason aspiring women
do not succeed in free
elections is that they are
asked to compete on an equal
footing in male-dominated
societies and male-oriented
systems. One  observer
compared this situation to
that of asking left-handed
persons to compete on an
equal-footing  with  right-
handed persons in factories
that are designed and
systemized to cater for right-
handed persons.

In any case, most of the
winners in the Jordanian
elections are the moderates,

who according to reports
now occupy three fourths of
the seats in parliament.

The Islamic Bloc has secured
16 seats while the leftist bloc
took three seats.

Tribal  affiliations  have
played a major role in the
way the Jordanian elections
have proceeded. Even then,
the current parliament can be
considered as one dominated
by technocrats.

Among the winners are also
eight former ministers in the
last government.

A sizable group of people
has come to existence which
opposes the current peace
deal with Israel thus compli-
cating the peace talks.

King Hussain expressed his
satisfaction with the way the
elections were carried out.
“The people have decided on
their free will, and it will be
done,” he said.

A new government is
expected to be appointed
shortly, although prepara-
tions are already under way.
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