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Human Rights in

President Blocks Anti-Women Legislation:

Thank You, Mr. Presid

President  Ali  Abdullah
Saleh  blocked last week
amendments to the Personal
Status  Law, which were
drafted by conservative
elements of the out-going

parliament. “The amend- General of the People’s
ments would have taken General Congress,
away many of the already announced that his party
limited rights of women,” will finance the election

stated a relieved Nabilah
Al-Mufti, one of the key
lawyers who have been

working against the amend-
ments.
returned the bill to parlia-
ment to be revised.

At another level, Dr. Abdul-
Karim Al-Iryani, Secretary-

campaign needs of all 21
female candidates running
for parliament.

The President has

for the world’s vehicles
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In the Service of Visitors on Elections

“Al-Jasr will provide information,
facilities to visitors on elections.”

Over the last few weeks, four organizations
were formed with the explicit objective of
serving the 500 or so foreigners who will visit
Yemen for the elections. Two voluntary local
organizations - Al-JASR and MOST - which
work on a voluntary basis, costing almost
nothing. The third is foreign - JEAS - and has
an allocation of 400,000 Dutch Guilders paid
as part of Dutch assistance to Yemen. The
fourth is an official organization.

1. AL-JASR

Some 35 of Yemen's key journalists launched
the “Al-Jasr” - the Yemen-International Media
Contact Point to Cover the Elections. Al-Jasr,
literally meaning the bridge, is an information

The journalists elected Mr. Hamood Munassar
as General Coordinator, and Mr. Mohammed
Sudam as Assistant General Coordinator. Its
limited needs are financed by the journalists
and a few local companies, notably Yemen
Airways, Taj Sheba Hotel, and UNIVERSAL
Travel and Tourism.

Located next to the bookshop in the Taj Sheba
Hotel lounge, Al-Jasr has opened its doors to

visitors starting from today, Monday, April

14th.
2. MOST

A number of Sanaa University professors and
lecturers got together to establish the Media
and Observers’ Support Team (MOST). Led
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Training EMC Volunteers in Abyan, Sa’adah & Mukallah:

EMC Reaches Out to Foreign Observers

The Elections Monitoring
Committee (EMC) is by far
the leading local organization
to train Yemeni observers
who will participate in mon-
itoring the elections. Last
week, the EMC trained its
volunteers in Sa’adah (318
volunteers), Abyan (284 vol-
unteers), and Mukallah (153
volunteers). Next week, EMC
training workshops will be
held in Hodeidah, Aden and
Dhamar.

According to Ms. Shada
Mohammed Nasser, Assistant
Secretary-General for Tech-
nical Affairs - and a leading
female activist - the total
number of EMC volunteers is
more than 7,200, covering
180  constituencies. “Our
observers are well-trained and
are ready to go to work,” she
explained. Political parties
and foreign observers will
find EMC observers who
wear distinguished signs.

At another level, the EMC is
completing the observer's
manual which is a reminder
kit, incorporating many forms
needed by the observers.
Finally, the EMC has already
developed a special form to
be filled by foreign observers
visiting the voting stations.
“The EMC will collect these
forms and summarize them in
overall statement giving what
the foreign observers said,”
stated Ms. Shada.

YSP Ge

On Tuesday, April 8th, the
Ministry of Finance handed
over to the Yemeni Socialist
Party (YSP) three big build-
ings which had been occupied
by the Ministry since the
1994 civil war. According to
a joint statement signed by
representatives of the YSP
(signed by Mr. Saif Sayel,
Member of the Political
Bureau), the Ministry of
Finance (signed by Abdul-
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Wahab M. Al-Yamani,
Deputy Minister), and the
People’s General Congress
(signed by Eng. Mohammed
Al-Tayib, Member of the
Political Committee), the
YSP acknowledged actual
receipt of the assets.

As part of the normalization
of the YSP status, it also saw
its financial assets released.
In addition, it received YR 76
million in cash.

Assets

The YSP and the PGC had
together concluded the re-
unification of Yemen in 1990
and had jointly ruled the
country until the 1994 civil
war. Since the war, the YSP -
which has formally decided to
boycott- the current elections
(some 81 YSP members are
running as independents) -
encountered many difficulties
as it gropes in search of a new
approach and vision.
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Yemen & the Gulf:
The Need to Come Together

There is a lot of talk these days about Yemeni-Gulf relations.
This comes in light of the Yemeni application to joir the Arab
Gulf Cooperation Council (AGCC). That application was
rejected.

Even then, there is now renewed interest in the subject. at least
at the intellectual and media levels. Many articles and television
discussions have dealt with the subject. Basically, the two
divergent positions are:

1. The Gulf Does Not Need Yemen:

This position reflects a grudge regarding Yemen's position on
the Iragi invasion of Kuwait. Saudi Arabia also discourages any
rapprochement with Yemen, using the outstanding border
conflict. Other excuses given are the divergence in the political
system (Yemen is the only republic in the Peninsula), and the

low level of per capita income in Yemen.

Whatever the excuses, there are certain Gulf people who do not
want Yemen to join the AGCC.

For the record, one has to say that there is a large group of Gulf
intellectuals, journalists, even government officials, and even
some GCC counries (Qatar, Oman and the UAE) who do
welcome Yemen in the AGCC. But they are not vet the
majority. At least, they are not the decision-makers.

2. Yemen and the Gulf Need Each Other:

The positivon of Yemen has been that the Republic of Yemen
and the AGCC countries need each other. Whether we like it or
not, we are stuck with each other. In addition to that fact, the
two sides can actually benefit from each other.

There is a lot of complementarity between Yemen and the Gulf.
at the economic, political, security and many other levels. It is
in this light that Yemen has approached the Gulf states and
asked for an association. This association is not with the
purpose of channelling foreign aid to Yemen, but business rela-
tions leading to mutual benefits is welcome.

lrrespective of the position of either side, there is danger in
basing one’s stand totally on past grievances. That is exactly
what the some of the Gulf coutnries are doing. It is critical that
both sides prepare for the future.

The 21st century is a few years away. This is the age of
regional blocs. The way the AGCC countries are looking at
things will not help. After seventeen years, the AGCC has yet
to make visible strides towards meaningful cooperation.
What is needed is a new vision, and a new approach. This
should be the basis for future cooperation in the region.

Whether some peoplein the Gulf like it or
not, whatever the past grudges, it is imper-
ative that Yemen and the Gulf states come
together. The bottom line is that they need
each other.
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EMC Training Programs:

April 14th, 1997

Spanning from Sa’adah to Mukalla

On Sunday, April 13th, the
Mukalla workshop for the vol-
unteers of the Elections Mon-
itoring Committee (EMC) was
underway. On April 10th, 1997,
the Sa'adah workshop was
launched. On April 9th. the
Abyan workshop was kicked off.
Next week, immediately fol-
lowing the eid holidays, the
EMC will organize the five last
workshops - in Aden, Dhamar,
Hodeidah, Ibb and Seiyun.

These training workshops are not
only useful to train volunteers in
specific skills in monitoring elec-
tions, but they also become a
contact point with the general
public. It is an occasion to
educate the general public on
elections and  democracy.”
explained Ms. Shada Mohammed
Nasser, the Assistant Secretary-
General of the EMC.

According to sources in the
Supreme Elections Committee,
the EMC has become, by far, the
largest private training organiza-
tion of the country. In spite of
very limited resources, and a
decided effort at using Yemeni
expertise, the EMC has proven
itself a capable organization.

The EMC is now launching the
final phase of its preparations for
the target date - 27th of April
“We are ready!"” was the firm
voice of Professor Abdulaziz Al-
Saqqaf. the Secretary-General.
“No matter what it takes, we
shall do the job, and we shall do
a good job,” he added.

ADI Holds
Poetry Competitions

For the purpose of raising public
awareness regarding the parlia-
mentary elections, the Arab Dem-
ocratic Institute (ADI) has orga-
nized two poetry competitions.
Poems recited at the competitions
dealt with the issues of taking
part in the elections, women's
participation, choosing the right
representative,  ballot  secrecy,
urging people to vote, and many
other useful advice.

Many poets from different gov-
ernorates took part in the com-
petitions. A judging committee of
professors from the University of
Sana'a chose the best 12 poets.
These activities were recorded on
TV into 7 episodes to be broad-
cast in the near future.

Russian Consul
Summoned to Court

In a court hearing last week, the
Russian consul in Sana'a was
summoned to court for the third
time in the case brought by Dr.
Fareed Mohammed Saeed against
the Russian Embassy. According
to Mr. Sultan Al-Jaradi, Dr.
Fareed's lawyer, the summons
was issued by judge Jamal Al-
Maghrabi at the West Sana'a
court.

Dr. Fareed accuses the Russian
Embassy of smuggling his
Russian wife and daughter out of
Yemen by providing them with
false passports.

Sheraton Dollars for
UNICEF

Sheraton  Sanaa Hotel has
launched a voluntary one dollar
contribution to UNICEF for all
guests upon check-out. The hotel
said it will match those contribu-
tions which will go to enhance
the welfare of children.
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Ali Saif Hassan:

CCI

The Nasserite Unionist Party is the largest opposition party
which is competing in the elections. It has fielded 88 candidates
spanning the whole country. As often, the NUP is a risk-taker.

One of its outstanding candidates is Ali Saif Hassan, who is

standing in constituency 83 in Dhale’

, Lahej. An economist by

training, a businessman by profession, a moderate by inclina-
tion, Ali would make an excellent member of parliament.
Hard-working and with a keen commitment to the market
system, and a visible attachment to liberal politics, he has been
a moderating influence in his party,

Mr. Hassan, 48, has had a wide international exposure. With

an ML.A.

in Business Administration from Michigan Uni-

versity, Ali has travelled to many countries of the world and
has participated in many meetings.
M. Bin Sallam of Yemen Times spoke to him and filed the fol-

lowing report.

Q: What made you nominate
yourself as a candidate in the
April elections?

A: The first reason is that 1 feel
I can win. I think my chances
are good.

Second, as a partisan, the party
decided to nominate me as ils
candidate in constituency 83 in
Dhale, Lahej governorate.

In addition, 1 have my own
views and approaches regarding
democracy, the role of parlia-
ment in public life , ete. [ feel |
can make a contribution in all
those fields. All these together
motivated me to participate with
enthusiasm in the elections.

Q: How do you intend to
finance your campaign?

A: The party is responsible for
financing my electoral
campaign. In general, the finan-
cial allocation to each candidate
is very limited, especially when
compared to the allocations of
the coalition ruling parties.

In addition, 1 hope my sup-
porters and sympathizers will
provide some volunteer work
and contribution,

Finally, I have some personally
resources which 1 plan to fall
back on.

Q: What is your campaign
program?

A: Basically, we have a
program of the party. We have
clear positions on a number of
local, national, regional and
international issues.

Those are made available to the

Of course. as a native of this
constituency, 1 know the people
and | understand their priorities.
I plan to interact with those as
best as I can. I have no illusions
about what can be achieved.
But within realistic levels, 1
hope 1o be able to do something
for the people.

Q: What are the difficulties
that might face you in your
electoral campaign?

A: As all other candidates of
the party, [ already feel a sort of
non-equality, especially when
compared to the candidates of
the ruling coalition partners. [
also worry about the free hand
they have in steering the elec-
toral process. In a sense, they
are rival and judges at the same
time. That leads to the pos-
sibility of violations in favor of
their candidates.

Q: If you win, what are your
objectives?

A: [ enter the elections with my
party's electoral program. My
first priorities is to promote the
modernization ~ process  in
society and push towards insti-
tution-building in the state
apparatus. I also aim to enhance
general public awareness and
participation in public life. Rule
of law must apply and with
equality.

[ shall exert all that is in my
power to work for the welfare
and prosperity of my con-
stituency, in particular, and the
country, in general.

voters  through  party dis- One of my future ambitions is
semination. to turn the Dhale’ region into a
CAR for SALE
Diplomatic plates
Milage: 110.000 kms
Colour: White
Condition: ~ Very good
Price: Negotiable
Other details: Power steering,

Upholstery:  Blue

AM/FM audio-cassette
player, air condition,etc,

If you are interested please call
Polish Embassy
Written offers in sealed envelops
will be accepted
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am here to

governorate. [ plan to promote
the capital of Dhale” as the
capital of the governorate
according to the new admin-
istrative division,

As you know Dhale was in the
heart of the crisis (1994 civil
war) and this brought much
harm to the people in the
district.

Many have become victims of

political conflicts and the gov-
ernment bodies have taken
some unfair and unjust steps
against some of them. It
becomes my duty to address

these problems,
One of the main objectives of

my campaign is to achieve
social merger and cohesion.
That I hope to do by containing
the feelings of anger and
distrust. We need to bring about
change. We need to create
incentives to make people par-
ticipate in the process of trans-
formation, with an eye to the
future.

I also will endeavor to hasten
the implementation of some of
the projects in the district.
These include health and educa-

tional services, as well as the
construction of water dams,
There are a lot of plans in my
mind for the district.

Q: What are yvour chances of
winning?

A: | am betting on winning.
Otherwise | would not be
wasting my time, energy and
resources. This is my turf, and [
know a lot of people. Maore
importantly. they know me, and
they know I can deliver.

This constituency has endured
a long experience in political
turmoil, and political activity.
They are able to make a good
choice.

Q: What is your feeling about
these elections, and how do
they compare it the 1993 elec-
tions?

A: Frankly speaking, I believe
these elections will witness less
friction among the candidates.
There are many candidates,
those representing the ruling
parties, the opposition, and
independents. The heat of the
competition is less in this
election. | also believe there is
less public interest.

In addition, the irregularities
which accompanied the reg-
istration phase, and the con-
tinuation of some of these vio-
lations still  unsolved play an
essential role in reduced public
interaction.

I also believe that the absence
of a party such as the YSP has
negatively affected these elec-
tions.

Q: In the advanced world,
elections aim at grass-root
and also in

transformation
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correcting imbalances in the
fair competition. In Yemen, a
lot of people doubt the
fairness of these elections.
What is your opinion? How
do you see the general pre-
election conditions?

A: As a leading member of my
party, and as a person who par-
ticipated in taking the decision
to participate in the elections, |
am aware of these pre-election
conditions. Honestly speaking.
our decision stems [rom a con-
scious drive of the party that the
evolution of the Yemeni society
towards  democracy must
continue unabated. Such aware-
ness Imposes on us steps o sta-
bilize democratic values in our
society. | see democracy as an
accumulation process and it is
consolidated through patience,
better awareness and more
efforts but the specialities of the
society. Of course, we have to
be sensitive to Yemen's sen-
sibilities and traditions. Even
then. we aim to promote the
values of modernization in all
joints of society.

I hope to benefit from the
lessons of the past and to enter
a new epoch. We want a polit-
ical will and a patriotic commit-
ment to take the country to safe
shores.

Q: Any last comment?

A: Yemen Times is the mirror
of Yemen to the outside world
in addition to its tremendous
internal impact. It has par-
ticipated positively in  pro-
moting  these elections. It
should also play a more aggres-

sive role in making sure the
elections are as clean as
possible.
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Yemen Comes to Grips with
INTELLECTUAL RIGHTS

By: Anwar Al-Sayyadi,
Yemen Times.

As Yemen’s economy is gradually integrated with the
world, the country faces some new problems. One
emerging issue has been intellectual rights - patents,
trade marks, unlicensed use of computer softwares

and programs, etc.

This article is the first of a two-part lecture delivered
by Dr. Mohammed Al-Mikhlafi, a well-known
lawyer, on the 3rd of March at the Yemeni Center
for Yemeni Studies and Research.

Industrial Drawings and Proto-
types:

Intellectual  property  rights
include the rights of authors, dis-
coverers, inventors,  patents,
industrial and  trade marks,
service symbols, and industrial
drawings and prototypes.

The law of intellectual rights is a
group of legislations, local and
international, that organize and
protect these rights.

Intellectual property is considered
as the most sacred and honorable
of properties. It is the essence of a
particular  person's  creativity.
These rights are absolute.

There are two types of intel-
lectual property: literary, artistic
and scientific property which
invoke copy rights; and industrial
property which invoke patents,
industrial and trade marks,
service symbols, drawings, and
industrial prototypes.

According to the Bern Agree-
ment, the term literary and artistic
property covers every output in
the fields of literature, science
and art, whatever its method or
form of expression. This includes
books, booklets and other pub-
lications,  lectures,  speeches,
sermons, theatrical plays,
musicals, pantomimes, musical
compositions [with or without
words], films, drawings, sketches,
paintings, architectural designs,
sculpture, engravings, photo-
graphs, applied arts. explanatory
pictures, geographical maps, and
geographical, topographical and
scientific designs and models.

The term industrial property
covers patents, models, industrial
drawings and trade marks,

service symbols, trade names,
exporter data, as well as pro-
hibiting unlawful competition.
The third article of the Paris
Agreement stipulates that "indus-
trial property is taken in its widest
meaning. It is not restricted to the
literal meaning of trade and
industry. In also applies to agri-
cultural and excavatory industries
as well as all natural and pro-
cessed products such as wines,
cereals, tobacco leaves, fruits,
cattle, minerals, mineral water,
beer, flowers, and flour."

The first international agreement
which encompassed a unified and
comprehensive concept for intel-
lectual property rights is the
agreement to establish the World
Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO), signed in Stockholm on
July 14, 1967.

The WIPO agreement has defined
intellectual property as literary,
artistic and scientific output; the
output of performance artists;
phonographic records; TV and
radio programs: scientific inven-
tions; industrial drawings and
prototypes; trade and service
marks; commercial logos; and
protection against unlawful com-
petition. The agreement also
defined intellectual  property
rights as the rights associated
with these works, and all other
rights that result from intellectual
activity in industry, science, lit-
erature and art.

The WIPO agreement is the first
one to point out the protection of
discovery rights. This is due to

the fact that western
industrialized coun-
tries did not protect
discovery rights in
the past. They con-
centrated on  the
rights of companies
exploiting these dis-
coveries to the detriment of their
discoverers.

Legislations in the socialist coun-
tries were the first to guarantee
protection for scientific dis-
coveries. Many of these legisla-
tions were later adopted by devel-
oping countries such as the civil
law issued in Aden in 1978.

In spite of the WIPO executive
committee making a draft agree-
ment for protecting discovery and
discoverer rights, such an agree-
ment does not yet exist.

After creating the WIPO agree-
ment, the first international agree-
ment to include objective rules to
organize intellectual rights was
signed in Morocco on April 15,
1994. It is known as the TRIPS
agreement which is part of
GATT.

With the establishment of the
WTO, the rich countries of the
north were able to globalize the
capitalist system, and remove all
obstacles facing their companies
in other countries. The TRIPS
agreement was able to subject
intellectual property rights to
commercial issues and to the
interests of western companies.
Starting to implement the TRIPS
agreement falls into three cat-
egories, according to the level of
development of the countries of
the world:

1- Developed countries to start on
January Ist, 1996.

2- Developing countries to start
on January 1st, 2000.

3- Less developing countries to
start in 2006.

Yemen is the only Arab country
in Asia which is less developing.
There are only four other less
developing Arab countries in
Africa - Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan
and Mauritania.

According to article 1-2 of the
TRIPS agreement, intellectual
property ‘

rights cover copy rights and other
associated  rights,  including
computer programs, trade marks,
geographical pointers, industrial
designs, patents, sketch designs
for integrated circuits, and clas-
sified information.

Here we can notice that the
TRIPS agreement has failed to
mention scientific discoveries and
the rights associated with them.

The Law of Intellectual Rights
in Yemen

Yemen has known the system of
protecting intellectual property
rights since the 1940s. A number
of laws were issued in Aden
related to intellectual rights: Law
no. 32 of Copy Rights , the Law
no. 43 of Industrial Drawings and
Prototypes , Law no. 111 of
Patents, and Law no. 151 of
Trade Marks. These laws were
later incorporated within the civil
law after the independence of the
southern part of Yemen and the
establishment of the People's
Democratic Republic of Yemen

in 1978.

The northern part of the country
had only one law issued in 1976
which was solely concerned with
trade marks and names.

During the mid 80s, the Union of
Literati and Writers in Sana'a
became  quite concerned about
the increase in incidence of pla-
giarism and violations of intel-
lectual rights. The main worrying
issues were:

1- The blatant plagiarizing of
works of literature by well-known
university professors and other
officials at Sana'a University.

2- The usurping of pieces of
Yemeni folkloric songs and
music by artists from the Gulf
region or even by some Yemeni
artists.

3- Some people from the Gulf
region resorted to publishing in
Yemen after being banned in
their own countries because of
plagiarizing these works.

4- Some official organs encour-
aged and publicized several
fraudulent claims of false dis-
coveries and inventions.

5- Opening Yemeni markets for
consumer  products illegally
carrying or imitating world-
famous trade marks.

For all these reasons and many
others, the Union of Literati and
Writers in Sana'a formed a com-
mittee of lawyers and intel-

lectuals to put a draft law for pro-
tecting intellectual rights. The
draft law was first proposed in
December of 1989, It was first
submitted to the Shoura council
in the beginning of 1990, but was
not adopted. After unification in
1990 and the parliamentary elec-
tions of 1993, the draft law was
submitted again to the Council of
Ministers, and was issued through
a presidential decree after the war
of 1994, It was recently ratified

by parliament.

The legal formulation of this law
relied on similar laws in other
Arab countries, particularly the
civil law of the former Dem-
ocratic Republic of Yemen. The
law  encompassed the basic

concept of property rights as
specified by the WIPO agree-
ment.

The Yemeni Law of Intellectual
Rights comprises 4 sections with
128 articles.

The first section

Come and Enjoy the

Rememberable Music!
Six days a week (Dance & Dinner
Except Sundays.

covers the author's literary,
artistic and scientific rights. The
second and third sections deal
with industrial property rights.
General rules are included in the
fourth section.

A more detailed review of the
Yemeni Law of Intellectual

Rights will be presented in the
next issue of Yemen Times.
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COMMON SAMNsSE

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Ignorance: the No. 1
Enemy of Development

When the Quran descended upon the Prophet
Mohammed (Peace and Blessing of Allah be
bestowed upon him), the first word recited was the
divine command: "Read!". It did not begin with
believe, or pray. or worship or any of those
common activities associated with religious
practice. The Quran began with: Read... Read! And
your Lord is the Most. Who taught by the pen.
Taught mankind that, which he knew not!"

Thus God, Al-Mighty, in his infinite wisdom. was
clearly showing that ignorance and Islam just have
no common grounds. It is the duty of a Muslim first
of all to know, in order to incorporate faith with
knowledge. Faith and religion that are not backed
by knowledge become purely ceremonial and ritu-
alistic, and may be regarded as incomplete and
short of a purpose. On the other hand the acquisi-
tion of knowledge relies upon reading.

Islam is incomplete without being tied to knowl-
edge and Muslim societies - embedded in illiteracy.
ignorance and submission to regime - is far from
having satisfied their obligations to God.

Thus, it can be clearly seen that the vast majority of
Muslims in the World, including those in the
Republic of Yemen, do not seem to comprehend
this essential and fundamental aspect of Islam. It
goes without saying that grasp of knowledge and
the latest developments in the sciences and the
social fabric of nations is readily available to
anyone or any nation that strives for attainment of
the same. Muslim countries, which are bordering on
the pathetic, cannot hope to ever come out of their
dismal state of perpetual and widespread poverty,
social misery and political immaturity. As Muslims.
therefore, we must work diligently to eradicate the
most common element that represents this ignor-
ance in our societies: illiteracy and poor educational
and cultural performance.

Many developing countries tend to regard the accu-
mulation of assets (economists call it capital forma-
tion) as a sound approach to development. But this
is really more along the lines of wasted resources,
since these assets end up serving the interests of
only a very limited percentage of the population,
and may not really be assets leading to sustained
growth and optimal exploitation of the country's
potential and capacity. Thus, it is meaningless to
gather assets, the operational manual of which
cannot be read by the owner/s and local population.
The result: what are normally regarded as pro-
ductive assets turn out to be dead junk, and white
elephants which require additional spending to
simply operate them, let alone maintain them.

It goes without saying then, that the development of
any society must rely on the development of its
human resources.

In reading some of the official reports, memos,
letters, etc., that are issued by our various govern-
ment entities, | was astonished at the rather casual
carelessness that is evident in their preparation - in
format and substance. On the latter, one is amazed
that so much documentation can flow through a
bureaucracy, but most f its text can be without any
meaningful substanc : - in essence a waste of time,
money and human « nergy that leads to no worth-
while results. Even legal documents have been
found to be written in such a way as to avoid any
really easy way for interpreting their social implica-
tion. Of course, the possibility of application of
such legal instruments does not even exist. This
handicap in the flow of documentation that floods
the government and other institutions of the country

is not monopolized by the public sector and the gov-
ernment administrative units. The private sector
also displays similar traits, but their effects are less
widespread and their deficiencies are not to the
level where they damage the interests of the owners
significantly.

Part of the problem may simply be due to the failure
lo institute an appropriate system of checks and
balances that assures the propriety of these doc-
umentation flows. This observer really believes that
the deficiency is in implanting real culture among
the children who pass through the educational
system of the country. There is a tendency to
believe that the most important thing in any activity
is to just get it done with - to get it out of the way-
fast. How such activity is performed is not an issue.
Thus, when bureaucrats dish out their endless flow
of paperwork, it can be seen that its authors were
not the least bit concerned whether the material is
understood, whether it can be acted upon. and cer-
tainly not whether it can be accounted for.

The point to be made here is that government offi-

cials whose signatures appear on massive document
flows never seem to worry that their signatures are
going to appear on documents they themselves have
not read, let alone understand. That is why there is a
lot to be desired in terms of contents; in addition to
mistakes in language. grammar and spelling. This
also applies in many cases, outside the sphere of
government documentation flow. Part of the
problem - and a mighty big part of it - is obviously
the lack of standards and systematic format in
handling documentation. Almost every official is
left to his whims to write as he/she likes. process as
he/she wishes and even file or misfile as he/she
chooses. This carelessness in the handling of doc-
umentation is a serious handicap to proper govern-
ment and can even be considered as a major factor
of inefficiency and irresponsibility.
But irresponsibility may not be necessarily inten-
tional. The real problem, in all likelihood, goes back
to the educational background of the majority of the
people who sit behind those desks. While any
student will tell you that the schools are stuffing
them with knowledge, it goes without saying that
our educational system is far from being able to
produce the kind of output - of people who are able
to think, innovate or even reflect a broad scope of
knowledge that inspires creativity. a keenness to
analyze information, and to instill on precision and
efficiency. It is already visible that many of our
children go through a public educational system, not
in order to enhance their knowledge. but because
they want a piece of paper that is issued at the end
of the long tortuous journey through the system. It
does not matter if the student is not up to par with a
high school graduation certificate from countries
with more developed educational systems. The
student has got the certificate and that is all that
matters. He/She can proudly rush home to the
parents who will frame it on the wall, not knowing
that the student they are proud of is not up to par.
Most of those who have gone through the system
have the notion that they are mostly going to be
employed by the government and that their future
livelihood is secure. The students are the least con-
cerned, even with this sense of security, about what
job they will get, or what it requires in terms of pre-
qualifications. Even if they have an idea of what
they would like to do, the student will find that his/
her ambitions are far beyond what histher prepara-
tion in school can enable him/her to do.

Cont’d. from p. 1

Formation of NGOs...

Dr. Mohammed Al-Magqtari, Dr. Khaled Al-Akwa’,
Dr. Ahmed Al-Kibsi, Dr. Ibrahim Al-Adoofi, and
others. A circular distributed by MOST indicated
the following objectives:

1. To facilitate the role of observers and media
members and optimize their participation in the
assessment of the elections;

2. To learn, first hand, from the experience of the
distinguished observers and to assimilate their
views, comments and remarks so that this for-
mulates an effective feedback mechanism towards
further democratic principles in future elections.

3. True to the ideals and high objectives, MOST
commits to be impartial and unbiased in extending
assistance to all.

3. JEAS

The JEAS (Joint Electoral Assistance Secretariat) is
a product of an agreement between the Netherlands
Embassy, on behalf of the European Union, the

Elections Coordinator at the UNDP office in
Sanaa, and the Arab Democratic Institute.
According to the agreement, the Dutch Embassy
will provide funds to cover the expenses of a Coor-
dinator, two expatriate officers, two local officers,
and locally recruited staff.

This body has the taken on responsibility for
deployment of foreign visitors and observers all
over the republic, and of preparing and dis-
seminating brief factual statements. In addition, the
JEAS, on the basis of reports by some of the inter-
national visitors, will draft a statement on the
overall feelings of the international visitors.

4. Official Media Center !

The International Media Center for Elections was
formed by the Supreme Elections Committee (SEC)
for the explicit purpose of dissemination of official
news on the elections. The center, which is located
at the Officers’ Club, is equipped with various
machines that enable direct communication with the
outside world.

The SEC will provide daily briefings on the
progress of elections. The center is headed by Ms.
Amatal Aleem Al-Sousowah, Deputy Minister of
Information.
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The reason for these shortfalls
stems from the problems asso-
ciated with the following four
main factors of the educational
system:

Personnel: In this regard, we
are talking about the admin-
istration well as the teaching
elements. On the administrative
side. it is obvious that the pre-
qualifications of the majority of
those employed by the educa-
tion ministry o raise our For
children are at best substandard.
On the other hand. the corrup-
tion which the system is beset
with leaves little opportunity
for any innovative or serious
minded personnel to come out
with the proper professional
inputs which could alleviate
many of the shortcomings of
the system. Obviously, the
corrupt elements, because of
their powerful influence in the
system, will generally work
against any constructive
reforms. Since these con-
structive reforms should put the
eradication of corruption as the
number one reform effort, one
can expect that anyone vying to
have these reforms carried out
will be put through a grinding
mill that will in the end have
grounded any hopes for reform,
altogether.

Encouragement is needed for
those who have proven them-
selves capable good cre-

Position

matters.

business or

VACANCY NOTICE

PAD, UNHCR Implementing partner, is looking for qualified
candidates for the following positions,

= Social conselor
* Social conselor
¢ Program coordinator

all social counselor positions,
university degree in social sciences such as sociology or social
science related fields, at least five years professional experience
and demonstrated interest in refugee matters. Fluency in English
is required, Arabic and Somali languages are desirable.

The position involves regular counseling for refugees on social
and legal counseling in Sana'a, Aden and the camp as well as
liaison with UNHCR and other authorities in refugee related

The program coordinator performs a variety of information
collecting, monitoring, technical and administrative services of
moderate scope and difficulty support of program activities.

Applicants should have a university degree in economic /
social
professional experience.
Five years of experience and fluency in English is require and
Arabic is desirable.

Attractive salary and other benefits for qualified candidates.

Send your application ad CV by April 20, 1997 to:
PAD Sana'a P. O. Box 18012 Fax 01-241255
PAD Aden P. O. Box 6090 Khormaksar, Aden.

Location Person
Sana’a 1
Aden 1
Sana’a 1

applicants should have

science and relevant demonstrated

dentials and work experience.
This is in the form of good

salaries which should meet, at least the essentials of

a half way decent life for the families of the
employee. In addition, these capable candidates
should be given the enough authorities to enable
them transform the knowledge they have accu-
mulated, academically and professionally to sound
administrative practices. Decentralization will go a
long way to improving the performance of educa-
tional administration.

The second side, as far as personnel are concerned
are the teachers. At present, the overall teaching sit-
uation in the public school system is inadequate, to
say the least. At this stage of the country's develop-
ment, the teachers of the country must be regarded
as more important than the bureaucrats in govern-
ment. Teachers must be paid well enough to assure
they will have no other worry on their minds except
to turn out effective and productive citizens. They

&F N

must be able to motivate students in their quest for
knowledge.

School surroundings: It is clear that no educational
system can ever be effective unless school condi-
tions are appropriate and pleasant to provide the
required study environment.

Parental Involvement: Parents must be seen as
partners in the education of the children. They can
give support to the children, and they can be instru-
mental in lobbying the various authorities. The
basic method in this respect is the reinvigoration of
parent-teacher associations as a requirement for all
school administrators.

Funding: If any sector deserves the lion's share of
the government's budget. it surely is the educational
sector. This is especially true considering that ignor-
ance is the number one obstacle to our further
development.

canapian QXY VACANCY
@ _ N
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FINANCIAL SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR

We offer a challenging opportunity in line with our Yemenization Program in Sana'a.
You will be offered a comprehensive orientation an training program which will vary

depending on your work background.

Job Duties

Provide Financial Accounting Systems training to users
Design management financial reports as per specifications
Monitor requirements and needs for Systems Administration Department

Trouble shooting
Maintain the system, i.

e. regulate size of files, regular backups

Control and regulate systems security to users
Communicate to software vendor regarding custom changes, system enhancements,

major system problems, etc..
Install new programs
Maintain year end system process

Minimum Qualifications:

* University degree in Accounting or Business Administration
* Three years experience with Financial Accounting Systems
= Knowledge of IDEAS Financial Accounting Systems is preferable

ALL CANDIDATES MUST BE YEMENI NATIONALS.

If you are interested, and you have the aforementioned qualifications,
please send your C.V. to the following address:

Canadian Occidental Petroleum Yemen,
P. O. Box No. 15137, - Sanaa.
Fax: (01) 269896/269897
Attn: Assistant Manager of Human Resources
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YCIC
Exports on the Rise

The Yemen Company for
Industry and Commerce (YCIC)
is steadily opening up new
markets for its products. One of
the prize markets today is the US
market, to which Abu Walad
brand biscuits are exported. “We
are happy with the progress of
exports,” said Mr. Shukrui Al-
Furais. the General Manager.
YCIC products are now exported
to more than a dozen countries
including Europe, Nigeria, Saudi
Arabia, Oman, the United Arab
Emirates, Australia, New
Zealand, ete.

Shukri used the fact that such
products are accepted globally as
an indicator of the quality of the
goods.

The YCIC, established in 1970,
was the first industrial plant of
the Hayel Saeed Group of com-
panies and plants, which today
have mushroomed to cncompass
many fields. It was also one of
the early private investment in
the country.

Some 1550 persons are employed
in the YCIC today. There are

four plants within this company -
the biscuit plant, the water plant,
the confectionery plant, and the
cake plant.

“We are now doing only 65-70%
of capacity.” said the General
Manager.

Taking the Yemen Times and
friends on a tour of the plant, Mr.
Shukri Al-Furais was clearly on
top of things. At every stage of
the wvisit, he held cordial but
quick talks with the employees,
interacted with the machines and
equipment, and explained various
aspects of the assembly line.

The YCIC is regularly expanding
and upgrading its plants and
products. “We are looking to the
next century,” Shukri said.

“Higher Global Investments in Agriculture Needed.”

FAOQO Structural Reforms
Save US$ 25 m. Annually

By: Ismail Al-Ghabri,
Yemen Times.

Mr. Michael Al-Hage, the FAO regional informa-
tion adviser, said the organization is working on
enhancing contact and coordination with the
Yemeni government. Al-Hage, speaking in a press
conference on March 6th at the end of his visit
here, explained the benefits of the on-going decen-
tralization in the FAO, which he said will save up
to US$ 25 million annually. .

The FAO official, who held several meetings with
senior Yemeni officials in the Ministry of Agri-
culture and other relevant offices, indicated that the
organization is interested in beefing up its support
for Yemen, He said that such an interest is in line
with the FAO commitments to eliminate poverty.
enhance food security, deal with natural disasters,
and encourage government and private investments
in agriculture.

“The seven commitments of the international Food
Summit are the ‘backbone of our international
action plan to combat hunger’.” he said. “These
commitments aim to create a secure political,
economic and social environment. Within such an
environment,

Since the appointment of the FAO new director-
general, Dr. Jacque Dhiouf, a comprehensive plan
is being executed to redefine priorities, reorganize
the internal structures, and concentrate on the issue
of food security. "Two programs will be combined:
a special food security program for countries with
severe food shortages and low income, and an
emergency system for protection against pests and
epidemic plant and animal diseases,” announced
Mr. Al-Hage.

FAO officials are now in the process of executing
the most important structural reform program since
the establishment of the organization. The
program's main objectives are to achieve decen-
tralization, increase efficiency, tackling new issues.
rationalizing *procedures, and lower costs. A com-
mission for sustainable development has already
been established.

"About US$ 25 million a year is now being saved
through the abolition of 563 jobs at headquarters
and 63 jobs at local offices, replacing international
program officials with local ones at the local
offices, lowering travel costs by US$ 2.5 million
annually, decreasing the number of meetings and
their durations, and lowering the number of pub-
lications issued by the organization," he indicated.
On the other hand, 170 new job have been created
in regional, branch, and liaison offices. "The results
of the reform program within the FAO," Mr. Al-
Hage further indicated, "will not be completely
visible before some time."

Fifteen developing countries are now benefiting
from the special food security program. The FAO
official stressed, however, that agricultural invest-
ments worldwide should rise from its current level
of US$135 billion to US$ 166 billion a year.

The FAO representative in Yemen, Mr. Shahid
Mahdi, who attended the press conference, pointed
to the numerous FAO projects in Yemen, notably
in introduced better-yield seeds, pest-control, and
appropriate mechanization. “Much of this effort is
now paying good dividends to the country,” he
said. Finally, Mr. Mahdi stressed the role that
should be played by the media in order to raise
public awareness of the importance of food security
and future dangers.
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ADEN HOTEL

X
MOVENPICK \7
St el

Eid Package
April 16 t1ll 20, 1997

Locals Foreigners

Single or double. Standard room YR 8000 USS 95
Single or double, Superior room

YR 9900 US$ 110

The above rates are inclusive of taxes and service charge and
valid for minimum stay of two continuous nights and
maximum of five nights of 16th through 20th April, 1997,

Package includes:

* Entrance to the Swimming pool.

* Welcome icecream upon arrival.

* Entrance to the disco night club.

* VIP Amenities in the room.

* Kids below 6 years (max. 2) can share parents’ room free.

* 50% of the above rates for children on extra room & buffet meals.

Advance reservation is recommended 24 hours prior to arrival,
rooms are upon availability.

For more details and for booking, please do not hesitate to contact:
Tel: (02) 232-911; Fax: (02) 221-255; 232-947
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ADEN HOTEL '\}\7

MOVENPICK
Movenpick Flash
News

Movenpick presents beach excursions with its luxury powered Boats for

all public every Friday and during the Holidays of Eid Al-Adha (Big Bairam)
departing from (Jazirzt Aloummal) only five Minutes from Hotel at

9.00 and 11.00AM, back at 2.00 pm and 4.00 pm (Booking are to be made in
front Office at least 24 Hrs in advance)

Luxury boat package
A. Excursion only (go & back) with soft drinks on board YR 1300 p.p
B. Excursion inclusive lunch box and Snorkeling gears YR 2600 p.p

Water Jets riding

While you are enjoying the beautiful beaches of Amen rent your own wave
rider and explore the reefs of the Gulf of Aden.

US$ 30
US$ 50

YR 3600
YR 6400

A. Half an hour ride
B. One hour ride

or
or

For more information please call Tel 02-232911 Fax: 02-221255+232947
(Front office Ext. 1024)




Under the auspices of Mr.
Taha Ghanem, the Governor
of Adeﬁ, Mr. Ali Al-Emad,
ty of the General
A.uﬂmnty Gf Tourism  in
Aden, and a laxge number of
businessmen and  tourism
investors, Crescent Hotel,
which is considered to be the
first hotel in the history of
Yemen, was officially inau-
gurated in Aden,

has.”

The hotel has been renovated
in such a way that preserves
the traditional aesthetic taste
which is its landmark since it
was built in 1948.

the First historical l;otel in Yemen

s & for investor Ahmed Aldaylam
we h ve a speclal suite named after Elizabeth II, the queen of Britain, who stayed in it for three mghts in 1954"

three nights, when she visited Aden in 1954.
This suite includes classical furniture such as
seats and other things, which the queen used
during her stay in the hotel. We only have
made simple modifications on the outside
cover of some seats in such a way that cl
not affect the high taste which the furni

“We were very careful about preservi
taste, keeping colors in harmony, repl
the crystal chandeliers which were hang
from the ceilings“of the halls for
decades, and maintaining the ancient clock by
" specialist experts. At one of the restaurmf a
corners lies an antique musical mslrument - c1ally afte he d
the second of its kind in the world, w :
considered as one of the rare antique

April 14th, 1997

new investment law encourages us to engage in other tourist
projects either in Aden orin any other £OVEEno: te. We have

mvestu%nﬁs in the country,

: Mr. aylam said that in

ifficulti nvestO?s especially those

“back td' ﬂ'l “homeland with the spurpose of

; oney, their faith and pe ; %&1@ to overcome

all obstacles aﬁ' Seulties are motiv ‘them highly. Of

; courﬂe there must be some difficulties assocmted with any

; havc orga-
(Britannia)

To shed light on this hotel, Yemen Times met Mr. Ahmed
Aldaylam, the Chairman of the Board of Directors of
Crescent Company for Tourism lnvestment The i )
Mr. Ahmed Aldaylam said 4
struction brick for the
reputable history sin
and personalities such
in 1954, HM Sultan

[n his response to a ques
carried out, Mr. Aldayla |
improvements and modifications which do not affect the
historic look of the hotel. We didn't change the shape from
inside or outside, but thﬁ:e”is WMOﬁﬁﬁn snd improve-
ment which rise up to the needs of the modern age

hotel

One of the most
important suites of
the hotel is the

Queen Elizabeth
We have totally
served the contents

Elizabeih 11
there  “fi |

’ ':,-_,.}-_-_f

now,

| Aldaylam
ihe facilities

We have furmshed I.he roomn

floor
meeting hall.

hotel,

in
Mr.
_said,

' project

the govern-

~ment provides help

in..overcoming the
difficulties  which
face Yemeni and
foreign investors.
?’1% dddltlo ~th

is being carried out
involves 24 rooms, 4
‘suites, the hotel's restaurant,
the dance and
The
hich will start.in the
lure, includes an annex.
that has 45‘

‘ﬁlture plans of the hotel, Mr. Ahmed Aldaylam
@dgvptid'éal] our efforts in speeding up

$s of preparing the specml annex of the hotel.
ks many wonderful

the hotel. There-
‘the roof. The
n all sides so
of enjoying
ich the hotel

enjoy tmn@,@ qnd mterna‘tienally th take more

hing; classieal and qu s are used in
n. We are very careful about making the hotel the

sewwes to the guests.’

5 =

- ..a..:

din spur prices, they are reasonable and affordable to
hey are as follows: 3% T
Y& . oy
* Resident Yemeni
Single room 45 US$ 4500 YR
- Double room 55 US$ 5500 YR
Tree bed room 65 US$ 6500 YR
| (Suit) 85 US$ 9000 YR
the (Royal suit)y 100 US$ 9000 YR
second

There is a special discount for embassies, diplomatic
rmssmns, ministries, ﬁrm,s companies and tourist agencies
which is made according to a contract between the two sides.

h
S : T_., s .-_.nl.ﬁc

Crescent Hotel Tel 20347 1, F « 204597, P. O Bor 1364 Yemen Repubhc, Aden, Steamer pomt
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Islam and Justice:

/ffﬁﬁ%\\%

April 14th, 1997

ES

Debating the Future of Human Rights
in the Middle East & North Africa

Background: The continuing conflicts between
entrenched authoritarian governments and political
movements inspired by Islam have had a dev-
astating impact on respect for human rights in the
Middle East and North Africa. Competition and
contention between opposing political ideologies is
unavoidable. However, this report focuses on the
common object of people of differing, and some-
times opposing, political and religious views to find
practical ways to overcome entrenched patterns of
injustice and human rights violations in the region.
The role of international human rights law as the
instrument of reform is the particular focus of this
book.

The discussions presented in Islam and Justice
took place during a conference held on May 7-9,
1996 in England. The meeting brought together a
diverse group of activists and professionals who
share a professed concern for human rights pro-
motion and protection in the Middle East and North
Africa region. For some, the Middle East is a part
of their broader global activities in the field of
human rights protection and promotion. For others,
the region, or selected countries within it, is the sole
focus of their human rights activism. Some promote
human rights from voluntary or enforced exile,
while others are involved with human rights groups
operating in the countries of the region.

A controversial aspect of the meeting was the
involvement of individuals associated with Islamist
political movements among the participants. It was
the organizers' intention to demonstrate that those
who base their political actions on religious
concepts can, and indeed must, play a part in the
debate about the implementation of international
human rights standards in the Middle East. Human
rights are not, nor could they be, the sole preserve
of secularists, or of any one religion. If international
human rights standards are to live up to the uni-
versality to which they lay claim, and on which
much of their legitimacy is grounded. their rel-
evance must be demonstrated in practice in all
places.

The debate presented here demonstrates emphat-

ically the pertinence of basic standards contained in
international human rights law to protagonists of
differing views in the controversy engendered by
the emergence of political Islam as a major factor in
contemporary Middle Eastern politics. This report
aims to contribute to the debate about the place of
human rights as a framework for the behavior of all
parties, and to promote the implementation of inter-
national human rights standards as the best avail-
able safeguard of the rights and freedoms of people
living in the region.

The participants were conscious of the many
problems confronting them, but aware of the urgent
need for all those who call for human rights in the
region to operate within the framework of a
common understanding of basic human rights
concepts. They gathered to seek consensus on the
minimum standards necessary for a fair trial, and to
explore strategies for the better application of this
fundamental safeguard in the countries of the
region. Underlying the discussion, which proved to
be rich and wide-ranging, was a shred aspiration
that the implementation of mutually agreed upon
human rights standards would form a basis on
which progress could be made towards social peace
and political development.

As is clear from the discussion, the right to fair trial
is a safeguard by which many other basic freedoms
are upheld and protected. This safeguard comprises
many elements both within the narrow limits of the
procedures of a criminal trial, and the broader
socio-political context in which justice is admin-
istered.

Chapter One draws on examples from Morocco,
Sudan and Iran, the chapter highlights particular
problems which emerge in the context of Islamized
legal systems with regard to the uniform application
of the law. Some participants raise the objection
that under Islamic law there is insufficient certainty
about which actions may constitute an offense
under the law.

Chapter Two chapter presents discussion of obsta-

Location:
October district, Khormaksar
Top Residential Area in Aden.

Specification:

Size:

Attachmets:

- Underground water tank capacity 26,000 gallons.
- Telephone line with connection to lounges.

- Floor covers and curtains.

- Marble at entrance and ground floor.

- Guards room at gate with toilet.

VILLA FOR RENT

Built one year ago with highest standard. Appearance and ventilation from all sides.

3 Stories with 14 rooms, 3 lounges, 3 kitchens and 7 toilets.
Suitable for three tamilies, guest house, consular offices, medical center, etc.

- Front compound with garden an parking for 3 cars.
- Rear compound with garden and parking for 5 cars.
- Separate section for guest wit lounge, kitchen and toilet.

For more information contact
Aden: 233900 - 7921086

Job Title: LAN SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR
Location: United States Information Service
Opening Date: April 7, 97.

Closing Date: April 21.97.

Basic Functions of Position:
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VACANCY

UNITED STATES INFORMATION SERVICE (USIS)

To apply: Interested Applicants should contact the Embassy Personnel Section, American Embassy,
Dhara Himyar Street, Sana'a. Telephone 238-842, ext. 183. A completed Embassy Application form (OF
174) should be submitted no later than April 21, 1997.

The LAN System Administrator is responsible for installation and maintenance of the local area network
hardware and software, installation and maintenance of personal computer applications on both the file
server and local hard disks, training and support of the user community, planning for and procurement of
local area network hardware and software, interface with local vendors, oversight of system security, and
diagnostic and trouble-shooting of LAN hardware an software, and the cable plant.

a. Education: A University degree is desirable in liberal arts, business or computer sciences. Technical
training in management and use of ADP system, in particular personal computer hardware, application
software, and telecommunications is a must. Work experience can be substituted for formal training.

b. Experience: Four years of experience in the automation field at least six months of which must be in a
LANenvironment with significant telecommunications systems.

c¢. Language Proficiency: FSI Level IV fluent in English and Arabic reading and writing.

cles to the provision of fair trial
safeguards in four countries:
Sudan, Iran, Egypt and Morocco.
The way in which the human
rights records of the self-
proclaimed Islamic republics of
Iran and Sudan are described by
different participants is a bone of
contention in the chapter and
throughout the meeting. Broadly
speaking, for one side in this
debate these states have intrinsic
flaws in their constitutions, basic
laws and systems of governance
that militate against respect for
human rights and the rule of law.
For the other side, while acknowl-
edging that both systems have
their faults, there is an insistence
that positive aspects of each
country's record should be
acknowledged, and from some a
suggestion that the Iranian and
Sudanese experiences are useful
experiments from which some-
thing can be learned.

Away from contentious debate
about specific country situations in
which several participants have
deep personal involvement, ques-
tions are raised about whether it is
possible to distinguish supposedly
Islamic rule in Sudan and Iran
from other forms of authoritarian
and despotic rule to be found in
the region.

There is also a debate about
whether the underlying causes of
human rights violations are
cultural or political. Several par-
ticipants express the view that attributing human
rights violations to culture is dangerous because it
can quickly become an excuse or even a justifica-
tion for the persistence of abuse. Nevertheless, the
point is raised that cultural attitudes differ widely,
even within the same country, on such matters as
the role of women or freedom of speech. The
question then is how to bring about change in deep-
seated cultural attitudes that may be at variance with
international standards.

Chapter Three opens with a spirited challenge to
"the myth that the West invented human rights".
Various nuances and qualifications are presented to
this thesis in the discussion that follows, including a
strong reaffirmation that while the West may have
played the leading role in the legal codification of
international standards, the ethical basis for human
rights is a abundantly present in Muslim and Middle
Eastern cultures. However, there is an insistence
that in the concept of rights which hare due to every
human being by virtue of that persons humanity
there is an important departure from Islamic tradi-
tions of rights existing as a product of membership
in a particular category of religion or gender. how to
bridge that divide, in the view of that participant, is
a fundamental question in seeking to harmonize
Isalmist views on human rights with international
human rights instruments. While acknowledging
that "we have the resources in those cultural tradi-
tions," he argues strongly that simple atavism will
not bring about respect for human rights in Muslim
societies.

Chapter Four returns to a more empirically
focused debate about the problems that have con-
fronted the regional human rights movement in its
efforts to implement human rights protections. The
challenges of politicization and of elitism are
addressed, and the extent to which the movement
may be said to have failed because of the stark
reality of non-implementation of human rights pro-
tections throughout much of the region. The dis-
cussion compares the experience of the Moroccan
and Palestinian human rights movements may be
said to have developed links to the community. The
discussion concludes with the observation that
much remains to be done to make the local human
rights movement credible to the people of the region
as an instrument through which to remedy viola-
tions of their rights.

Chapter Five begins with a strongly worded
exchange between two participants in which both
parties object to the way in which they are referred
to in the discourse of the other group. One party
accuses the other of "rampant Machiavellianism,"
while the other responds with charges of double
standards, selectivity and misrepresentation. In a
way this chapter presents a microcosm of the under-
lying purpose of the meeting because it dem-
onstrates deep mutual distrust between distinct
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groups which in theory share much common ground
in their criticisms of the lack of respect for human
rights by the governments of the region. These dis-
agreements are not petty. when a participant objects
to being accused of being "against Islam." we must
concede that such an accusation may lead in some
quarters to a belief, and a willingness to act on the
belief, that it is permissible to shed his blood with
impunity. Similarly an assumption that by definition
all Tslamists must be by their nature disingenuous is
clearly not conducive to dialogue.

The importance of this chapter, and of the meeting
as a whole. is not that it has resolved these deeply
entrenched disagreements. But, it is a practical dem-
onstration that it is possible to move beyond these
differences to discuss vital issues of importance of
Middle Eastern societies as a whole. The chapter
contains several thoughtful interventions about the
nature of the dialogue between Islamists and others,
recognizing the need for each to recognize the other
and for there to be a mutual assimilation of values.
The tendency of politics in the region to be a "dis-
course that negates the other" is lamented, and the
need for the acceptance of a set of minimum stan-
dards, or even a code of conduct, regulating polit-
ical and ideological competition is put forward.

Chapter Six has at its core a dialogue between two
participants about how boring to bring about change
in Islamic law. One participant calls for a "paradigm
shift," abandoning the codified principle of textual
exegesis (usul al-figh) in order to bring about
change, while another, citing examples from her
own experience, asserts that it is possible - and far
preferable - to bring about change working within
existing frameworks. Echoing the concerns of
Chapter Five , a participant remarks that the
concern of human rights activists must be whether
both of these advocates of reform. working on the
basis of divergent premises, will able to continue
their work with security.

Taken as a whole, the report makes a contribution to
a process by which areas of communality in under-
standing of human rights standards between Isla-
mists and others concerned with the promotion of
international human rights standards in the region,
can be explored, and where they exist. emphasized.
We believe that such a process can to demonstrate
the invalidity of efforts to dilute the protective
efficacy of international norms by reference to
cultural relativism, or by expedient abuse of the
language of human rights standards. Talking about
human rights with people form Middle Eastern soci-
eties outside of the small community of committed
human rights activists is vital to the task of inter-
national human rights enforcement in the region.
Many interventions by participants serve to empha-
size the importance of such task in the months and
years ahead to the future of Middle Eastern law,
politics and society.
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Sharjah Sets Up
City For Children

The ruler of Sharjah in the
United Arab Emirates, Sheikh
Sultan  Bin  Mohammad Al
Qassimi. announced the esta-
blishement of a special scientific
and educational city for children.
The city, presently under con-
struction, aims to encourage sci-
entific ways of thinking among
children, will train them to take
their own decisions, and to have
independent personalities.

Dr. Sultan said, "I thought about
the things which children could
possibly want to see in that city.
So 1 decided to furnish the city
with all their needs.”

The city will be equipped with a

television station in  which
children of all groups could
produce programs of their

choice. They can also express
their views and opinions. They
can innovate their own games
and toys. The city's role will be
complementary to the child's
schooling as the students will get
an opportunity to apply the
knowledge they receive in class-
rooms.

Children of all nationalities will
be allowed to avail of the facil-
ities. Dr. Sultan added. "We in
Sharjah have started reexamining
ways of dealing with children
because children are not clay that
we should seek to mould as we
like. Moreover children today
have their own concepts and
ideas. Children in the West had a
privileged position in society
whereas in our societies they are
marginalized."

Exams Proceed Despite
Scandal of Leaked
Papers

Bangladeshi authorities pressed
on with nationwide final school
examinations despite reported
leaks of test papers in several
subjects. Dodging the issue, an
education ministry official said,
“We have not yet received any
concrete  evidence about the
reported leak of questions. So
examinations are held as per
schedule.”

Some 750.000 pupils began
sitting the month-long exams for
secondary  school certificates
lately. The spokesman's
comments came amid newspaper
reports that exam papers in
several subjects sent out early to
district examination officials had
been leaked.

The authorities ordered an inves-
tigation into the scandal and
extra security measures.

Saudi Care of Haj
Pilgrims Lauded

The climax of the Haj pilgrimage
is on 16th April, when over two
million pilgrims will be in Mecca
for the Haj.

The Ministry of Pilgrimage
Affairs and Endowments has
prepared guidelines on Haj
which include:

- Pilgrims were banned from
carrying any pictures, books or
political ~ pamphlets  whatever
they are and are banned from
taking part in any political gath-
erings, rallies or chanting
slogans. Violations would be
subject to Saudi laws including
deportation.

- Pilgrims were also urged to
abide by measures regulating
their movements especially to
congested areas.

Saudi Arabia has introduced a
quota system which aims to ease
congestion. “The kingdom is
anxious to avoid a repetition of
previous  tragedies including
stampedes and fires, and has
spent nearly $19 billion on
expansion plans to relieve over-
crowding,” an official govern-
ment source stated.

Ban
on Lavish Marriages

In Islamabad a ban on lavish
marriage feasts quietly went into
effect across Pakistan as part of
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's
ausferity program. The prime
minister ordered a two-year ban
along with a probe into assets of
government officials who
arranged extravagant wedding
ceremonies in the past year.

A draft law prohibiting sump-
tuous wedding feasts, fireworks
and illumuniations and laying
down fines of up to 300,000 Rs
for violations was ready, reports
say, It will be enforced soon after
being passed by the National
Assembly as the government
does not want to enact it through
a presidential ordinance.

Emirates Single Biggest
Contributor to Bosnia

The United Arab Emirates over
the years since the establishment
of Bosnia Herzegovina in 1991
has given more aid than any
other country, including USA
according to a senior Bosinian
diplomat. Right from the outset,
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al
Nahyan, president of the UAE,
made his own people aware of
the situation of genocide that was
going on in Bosinia.

The Emirates contributed much
needed humanitarian aid through
such organizations as the Red
Crescent, and has invested
heavily in certain reconstruction
projects to help rebuild the
country's shattered infrastructure.
In this post-Dayton Agreement
period, the UAE has stepped up
its aid, providing money and,
resources in programs aimed to
train and equip the Bosinian
army. There are some 125
injured people with their families
receiving medical treatment in
the UAE.

A Bosinian diplomat in the
Emirates, Mr. Salko Canic, said,
“We have been promised much
help. but only few countries like
the Emirates have delivered to
date.”

Lee's Place in History
Comes Under Scrutiny

Two years before stepping down
as prime minister, Lee Kuan said
he would rise from his grave if
he felt Singapore was in danger
of hitting the rocks. “Those who
believe that when I have left the
government as prime minister,
that I have gone into permanent
retirement, really should have
their heads examined,” he said in
a speech to the nation in 1988.
“Even from my sick bed, even if
you are going to lower me into
the grave, and [ felt something is
going wrong, I'll get up.”

Now seven years after Lee
assumed the role of elder
stateman as senior minister,

some analysts are wondering
whether his continued presence
in domestic and foreign affairs is
an asset or a liability.

In March last year, after a second
heart attack treatment, the 73
year old Lee admitted it was time
to slow down, to move on a
slower pace, accepting the limita-
tions of age.

Now, regional analysts say Lee's
outspokenness could rile neigh-
bors, not least Malaysia, which
he enraged with a remark in
March that its Southern state of
Gohor was notorious for shoot-
ings, muggings and car-jackings.
Lee appologized twice for the
remark which Singapore prime
minister Goh Chok Tong said
was "offside". Kuala Lumpur
accepted the apology but said it
would take time for the wound to
heal. “I think Lee should have
gone out in a blaze of glory in
1990 when he handed over the
torch, but he didn't,” a Singapore
lawer said of Lee.

Ramos Urges Rebels
to Be Patient

Philippine President Fidel Ramos
urged some 7400 disgruntled
members of the former main
rebel group to wait for economic
development in the troubled
Southern region of Mindano. A
leader from the Moro National
Front. MNLF, which signed a
peace pact with Manila last year,
said the former rebels had
warned that they would join the
still active Moro Islamic Libera-
tion Front, if they do not receive
economic help from Manila soon.
Ramos assured the former guer-
rillas that their lives would even-
tually improve as Mindanoa's
economy expands after growth
was stunted by more than 20
years of insurgency,

The former rebels complained
that they were still jobless despite
promises of economic improve-
ment after the peace deal
between the government and the
MNLF was finalised.

Arab Countries to
Reinforce Cooperation

The Arab ambassadors to the
European Council called on Arab
countries to reinforce cooperation
and begin the process of putting
their house in order. Mr. Al-
Agroobi, United Arab Emirates
ambassador to the EU and
Belgium, pointed out that Arab
unity is very important and coop-
eration should be reinforced as
the US and Europe are com-
peting. The Arab world is impor-
tant for the Europeans due Lo geo-
graphic proximity.

Iraq Challenges
the UN Flight Ban

[raq. on Wednesday, April 8th,
broke the UN ban on flights by
flying into Jeddah. The Iragi
civilian plane was carrying pas-
sengers to Mecca to perform the
Haj pilgrimage.

Saudi and Jordanian authorities
over whose airspace the plane
flew could do nothing about it.
As the plane landed at Jeddah
airport, it was guided to an
isolated part of the airport. and
the pilgrims were let out to
continue with their ritual.

The United States stands alone in
its condemnation of the challenge
as many countries are increas-
ingly frustrated with the arm-
twisting tactics against Iraq. Even
Western allies of the USA would
rather not a fuss of the Iragi
decision to fly haj pilgrims,
contrary to the US desire.

At another level, Iraq condemned
a visit by two senior US officials
to Northern Iraq, saying their
presence there was illegal and a
violation of Iragi sovereignty. A
foreign ministry spokesman said,
“The government of the Republic
of Iraq again reaffirms its denu-
ciation and disapproval of such
irresponsible American practices
carried out within the series of
aggressive actions of interference
in Iraq's domestic affairs.”

David Welch, Acting Assistant
Secretary of State for Near
Eastern affairs, and Robert
Deutsch, Head of the State
Department's Iran and Iraq office,
were meeting leaders of the Kur-
distan Democratic Party (KDP)
and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK).

The two parties battled for two
months last year in Northern Iraq
which has effectively been under
Western protection since 1991,
after the KDP sought aid from
Iraqi forces to help it capture the

city of Arbil from its rival. The

USA brokered a ceasefire in
October, and the two groups have
been conducting sporadic peace
talks in Ankara since.

Irag claims the US works to
prevent the Kurds from coming
to terms with Baghdad.

Netanyahu Pushes the Region to Confrontation

Is the US an Impartial Arbiter?

Commenting on the courageous
stand of unarmed rock-throwing
Palestinian youth facing a mech-
anized lsraeli army - armed to the
teeth, one intellectual said, “If
Hollywood had any sense of
impartiality and honesty, it would
have produced lots of movies of
the courage of these young lads.”
The underlying implication of
this stateizent is that the Amer-
icans are not really impartial in
the Arab-lsraeli conflict. One
more evidence of this came out
last week. US President Clinton -
unable to dissuade Israeli Prime
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu
from his extremist policies - put
blame on the Palestinians. He
was talking about “zero toler-
ance” regarding terrorism.

And who is the terrorist?

Israeli armed settlers kill Pal-
estinian civilians at whim. They
are not called terrorists.

The Israeli government kills Pal-
estinians, demolishes their
houses, confiscates their land,
etc. Yet, it is not called terrorist.
But when the Pal-
estinians  fight back,
they are terrorists.
[sraeli Prime Minister
Netanyahu has gone
against the very grain
of peace. If he con-
tinues to build settle-
ments on Palestinian
land, what will the two
sides meet to discuss.
His policy has left
Arab-lIsraeli relations
in a deep crisis. In fact,
former Israeli Prime
Minister Shimon Peres
said  exactly  that.
“Much of the fault is
on Prime Minister
Netanyahu's  zig-zag
policies," he said.

Netanyahu cared little about
international political concerns
last month when he sent bull-
dozers to break ground for a
Jewish  housing  project in
occupied East Jerusalem.

The building of a new settlement

Several Israeli Soldiers

on Jebel Abu Ghneim (Harhoma)
unleashed Palestinian anger and
disgust. The Palestinians. in par-
ticular, and the Arabs, in general,
are no longer concerned with
how the American administration
or media will label them.
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Announcing Registration for
English Courses at YALI

Term 25 information:

Placement:

Registration:

* Registration dates:

* Term dates: May 31, 1997 -August 6, 1997
* 100 hours of instruction

* Class times: 8:30-10:30, 10:45-12:45, 2:00-4:00, 4:15-6:15, or 6:30-8:30

* Placement examinations: Every Thursday until classes are filled

* Registration for the placement test: Saturday - Wednesday, 10:00 - 4:00
* Levels of study: Access, Basic, Spectrum 1-6, TOEFL, Post Spectrum

* New this term! Classes for students aged 15-17 (all other classes 18+)

* Placement examination fee: USD $20.00

Current YALI students.......
New YALI students............

* Registration times: Saturday - Wednesday (9 am - 11 am, 1 pm - 3:00 pm)

* Registration fee: USD $150.00 for instruction and textbooks
USD $75.00 for the TOEFL preparation class

Questions? Phone YALI at 203-251

...August 17-18
...August 19-20, 23-26




UNICEF and I'TT Sheraton:

Checkout For Children

The future of the world will depend of the children

of today. This is an inescapable fact. The other
fact is that most of the children of the world are
living in poverty. deprivation and poor chances for
getting the proper education they must have in
order for the hold promise for the future. The
plight of the world's unfortunate children is being
catered to by many an international philanthropic
society. But the task is more challenging than that
which could be assumed by these international
charities.

The United Nations International Children's Emer-
gency Fund and has proven to be one of the most
active as well as effective of the United Nations
agencies. Because of the humanitarian aspect of
UNICEF's responsibilities. the UN agency has been

granted extended authorities as to how it interacts’

with the world.

In recognition of the significance of UNICEF's
work, ITT Sheraton management saw the necessity
of doing more than just offering UNICEF greeting
cards in the lobby. Because UNICEF is empow-
ered to solicit contributions from the public, the
most logical thing to do was find a method by
which Sheraton can be of assistance in helping
UNICEF, get the funds it needs-as much of 1t as
possible.

In 1996, Mr. Robert Scott ITT Sheraton Legal
Council and Vice President initiated the "Checkout
For Children Campaign". The campaign entails a
simple fund-raising scheme for UNICEF by which
Sheraton hotels add US § 1.00 tot the hotel bills of
their guests for cach stay at any of Sheraton's
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hotels. The customer is confronted with
the options: agree to the US § 1.00
donation, add as much to it as the guest's
heart will dictate, or not to donate at all.
Sana'a Sheraton Hotel and the UNICEF's
Sana'a held a conference on the 10th of
April to announce the launching of the
campaign in Sana'a. The first guest to
kick off the campaign in Sana'a was Dr.
Santi, who attended the news conference
expressing his pleasure at having par-
ticipated in such a modest way to protect a
child from the dangers of the six most
| common causes of child misery and death.
through the immunizations supplied by
UNICEF. It is hard to believe that US $
1.00 could still go a long way these days.
but for the child who is a beneficiary of these vital
vaccines that Dollar is the difference

between getting minimal child health care and the
possible loss of hope and life. Mr, Abdulla Melhem,
General Manager of Sheraton Sana'a Hotel opened
the news conference with a brief background on
Sheraton's new social service. Mr. Melhem pointed
out the campaign was introduced into the Middle
East - North African Division earlier this vear. 68
Sheraton hotels in 19 European countries and 52 in
the countries ol the Asia Pacific.

Mr. Abubacry Tall. UNICEFs Charge d'Affaires
expressed  UNICEF's  appreciation to  Sana'a
Sheraton for joining the successful campaign which
has raised US § 730,000 in Europe alone in 1996,
In answer to reporters’ questions, Mr. Melhem con-
firmed the attention that Sana'a Sheraton must give
to important social campaigns aimed to bring back
benefits to the country:.

Yemen has been one of many countries in which
UNICEF is actively involved in to reduce the defi-
ciency in primary child health care. UNICEF
carries out 6 programs in Yemen that encompass
activities in Maternal and Child Care. Immuniza-
tion, Control of Diarrhea, lodine Salt Supplement.
Rehabilitation of Primary Health Units, and an Edu-
cation Program to increase girl enrollment in
schools.

To the guestion on other entities being involved in
the program Mr. Tall confirmed that only ITT-
Sheraton is carrying out this program here in

Yemen and worldwide.

JOIN US AT SHERATON SANA"A HOTEL

TEX_MEX EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT -

Take the southern road and get a taste of Mexico. Enjoy an
increadible variety of Mexican and American favorites.

SEAFOOD EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Savour delicacies of the very fresh catch-at the famous
Sheraton Seafood Night!

ARABIAN evigy touesony wii

Get a taste of Arabia and you'd wish you could spend 1001
nights.

With live entertainment.

At Nour Al Negoum Restaurant. From 8pm onwards.

Dial 237500-8 for your reservations.
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OUR WORLD REVOLVES ARDUND YOU

The Top Management, Engineers and

Workers of

Yemen Hunt Oil Company
Exxo and Yukong

present their congratulations and
felicitations to General

Ali Abdullah Saleh,

President of the Republic,
the Government and People of Yemen '
on the occasion of the — YEMEN
Eid Al-Adha Al-Mubarak. y

Many Happy return
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KING SIZE FILTER

Many Happy Return

ATREeEE

Communication should always be
as simple as this.

Chss ..
Shbimate .

The Nokia 232 is about the same size and weight as a
small wallet. It fits comfortably in any pocket.

However, if you want your Nokia 232 on view, it can be
worn as a smart addition to your attire.

Whatever style of clothes you wear, and whatever the
situation, the compact styling and good looks of Nokia
232 will make you feel confident.

The Authorised Distributor in Yemen

GHAMDAN GENERAL TRADING & IMPORT
Head Office: Sana’a, Tel: (01) 279143 - 269361, Fax: (01) 237715
Showroom: Tel: (01) 275106, Hodeidah: Tel (03) 245015
Aden: Tel: (02) 253636




AL-TAJAMMU'U: Aden (Weekly) 7-4-97
(Yemeni Unionist Congregation Party )

Main Headlines:

1) British Reports: Tanks and Armored
Vehicles in Aden to Force People to Vote.

2) Rising Tension Between Islah and PGC in
Mahra Governorate.

3) Opposition Coordination Council Holds a
Meeting in Lahaj to Prepare for Implementing
Elections Boycott.

Article Summary:

Will A State of Emergency be Declared in
Hadhramaut?

A moratorium on public meetings and gatherings
was imposed by the authorities in Mukalla, Hadh-
ramaut on the Opposition Coordination Council.
The ban does not include meetings at the various
opposition parties' headquarters. In the Hajar
directorate, on the other hand, the security forces
have arrested a number of Socialist Party
members for allegedly inciting the people to
boycott the elections.

Security personnel of Hadhrami origin were
ordered to register for the elections. They were
threatened with dismissal if they did not comply.
These developments indicate the authority's
intentions to push the country into a dark tunnel
by insisting on forging the citizens' will,

AL-SHOURA: Sana'a (Weekly) 6-4-97.
(Federation of Popular Forces Party)

Main Headlines:

1) Power Centers Disagree on Arrangements
for Post-Elections Government.

2) Socialist Party Secretary-General Calls on
Party Members to Respect Boycott Decision.
3) Elections Monitoring Committee Receives
Claims of Violations During Nomination and
Publicity Stages.

Article Summary:

American Businessman Imprisoned
Mohammed Al-Osheishi is an American busi-
nessman of Yemeni origin who has been in
prison for more than a year, accused of murder.
He has entreated the authorities and the American
embassy to intervene for his release. He came to
Yemen two years ago, looking for investment
opportunities. The Rada'a primary court had post-
poned his case hearing for 12 times because the

murdered man's brother has not made a litigation.
Al-Osheishi's lawyer has pointed out that his
client is still in prison despite all evidence and
investigations indicating his innocence. The con-
tinuation of his imprisonment flagrantly contra-
dicts Article 322 of the law of criminal pro-
cedures. The lawyer has called for a quick and
fair trial.

AL-WAHDAWI: Sana'a (Bi-Weekly during
elections) 8-4-97

(Nasserite Unionist Party)

Main Headlines:

1) Grassroots of Ruling Coalition Partners
Abort Constituency-Sharing Agreement.

2) Salary Payment is Subject to Holding Elec-
tions Card.

3) Nasserite Candidates Conduct Field Visits.
4) 13 Students Arrested in Amman Accused of
Planning to Burn Israeli Embassy.

Article Summary:

All Orders Do Not Evacuate a Villa

A police force was sent in October, 1994, to evict
a squatter and his family from villa 28, Saba'a St.,
Aden. They returned without enforcing the order,
alleging that they only found the squatter's
family. The squatter is a PSO employee who took
over the villa when the forces of legitimacy
entered Aden towards the end of the civil war of
'04. He kicked out the villa's rightful owner,
claiming that it was originally taken from him
when he fled Aden with former president Ali
Nasser Mohammed after the events of '86. A
memorandum by the Ministry of Housing proves
the contrary. Despite orders from the Ministry of
Interior and Aden's chief of security, the squatter
cannot be evicted. This indicates a collusion with
some very influential people in Aden.

AL-SAHWAH: Sana'a
elections) 7-4-97

(Bi-Weekly during

Announcement

It is the pleasure of
Canadian Occidental Petroleum Yemen
to announce that

Dr. Waleed Jazrawi
is appointed in the position of
President & General Manager
of Canadian Occidental
- Petroleum Yemen,
The Republic of Yemen.

[Yemeni Congregation for Reform (Islah)]
Main Headlines:

1) Islah's Supreme Commission Endorses Elec-
tions Program.

2) Minister of Education Demands More
Security Protection for Schools.

3) Ministry of Religious Endowments Calls for
Distancing Mosques from Political Machina-
tions.

Article Summary:

Islah's Clean Record in Yemen

by Ali Al-Wasi'i

During the 60 years of Islah's history in Yemen,
not a single incident was recorded that might
condemn one of its members as a terrorist. The
spiteful international Judaism tries to portray the
Islamic movement as a malevolent force. Upon
participating in  government, the Islamic
movement in Yemen has shown great benev-
olence and love. This is attested to by all foreign
observers, including the Jewish influenced Amer-
icans. The Islamic movement in Yemen is peace
loving, but quite strict and assertive when the
need arises.

AL-WAHDAH: Sana'a (Weekly) 9-4-97
(Official)

Main Headlines:

1) Upon Meeting a Somali Delegation, the
President Stresses Yemen's Concern for Peace
in Somalia.

2) More than 80 International Observers will
Arrive in Sana'a to Monitor Elections.

3) Secretary-General of Arab Baath Socialist
Party: ""Present political map does not reflect
the true historical existence of the political
parties."

Article Summary:
A Drop of Ink, by Faysal Al-Soufi

April 14th, 1997

The people of Yemen have a great respect and
unlimited gratefulness for the people of Kuwait.
The first Arab demonstrations condemning Iraq's
invasion of Kuwait took place in Sana'a and other
Yemeni cities on August 3, 1990. But the Kuwaiti
writers and journalists who are maliciously
attacking and insulting Yemen now, do not seem
to remember that. Yemen was strongly opposed
to the presence of foreign troops in the Arabian
Peninsula. Yemen's anger toward foreign inter-
vention was misinterpreted by some Kuwaitis as a
betrayal of Kuwait. Kuwait's hostility toward
Yemen is based on falsehood.

Yemen most certainly did not take part in the
invasion, nor did it condone it. It was a tragedy of
gigantic proportions. Six years on, the Kuwaitis
should have overcome their ordeal to be able to
forgive and forget.

AL-AYYAM: Aden (Bi-Weekly) 13-4-97.
(Independent)

Main Headlines:

1) EU Supports Elections and Calls for
Respect of Human Rights.

2) PSO in Mukallah Detain 8 Buses with
Drivers for Carrying YSP Women in Dem-
onstration Calling for Boycotting Elections.

3) "Voice of Hadhramaut" Opposition News-
paper is Brought Before Court.

4) US$ 3000 Microscope Stolen from Tuber-
culosis Unit at Razi Hospital, Abyan.

Article Summary:

Ba-Surra Awaits SEC Fatwa

Mr. Muhsin Ali Ba-Surra is still waiting, along
with another candidate, for the Supreme Elections
Committee to agree to changing his candidacy
from Islahi to independent. He is standing for
constituency 147 in Mukallah. This change comes
as part of the agreement between Islah and the
PGC to re-allocate constituencies. According to
the deal, Islah agreed to withdraw its candidates
from two constituencies in Mukallah, in order for
the PGC to let in its nominees in their place.
According to Mr. Ba-Surra, the Islah-PGC agree-
ment in Mukallah has failed because the PGC has
not honoured its part of the deal. The PGC has
also resorted to using public funds for elec-
tioneering purposes. It has distributed dried milk,
sugar, and other goods to needy constituents in
order to secure their votes.
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April 17th, 1997

Brothers... Why?

Sports  competitions

the Yemeni Football

are regarded as a
means for strength-
ening the sense of
brotherhood and sis-
terhood. and devel-
oping the spirit of tol-
erance and  love
among the youths of
the world. This is
what  the emblem
adopted by the
national and inter-
national Olympic
organizations  signifies -
sisting of five interlocked circle
denoting the five continents of
the world.

Sports carry the peace and love
motto for the whole world. On
this basis, the Olympic games
were revived and different inter-
national sports associations were
established. International sports
events include large numbers of
sportsmen and women who try 1o
present a good image of their
respective countries.

Host countries always show great
hospitality and offer many facil-
ities for the guest teams. Thus,
the participating players leave
with good impressions and great
memories.

BUT what happened to our
national football team when it
arrived in Jakarta, Indonesia,
cotradicts what we know about
the Indonesian nation's good
nature and hospitality.

After a 12-hour flight from the
UAE. our national team was
received at Jakarta's airport by the
Yemeni ambassador, Mr. Abdul-

con-

wahid Fari', and the president of

Association, Mr. Ali
Al-Ahawal only.
There was no one
from the Indonesian
Football ~ Associa-
tion at the airport!
The Yemeni team
was quite  aston-
ished for that.

The worse was yet
to come. Some frus-
tratingly and annoy-
ingly malicious
tactics were directed toward our
team as a psychological way of
winning the match, without any
consideration for sports ethics or
fair play. On of these dirty tricks
is booking a hotel of ill repute to
accommodate the Yemeni team.
The Yemeni football association
had to intervene and book another
more respectable hotel. To further
help the Yemeni team. Mr. Al-
Ashwal asked the officials at the
Indonesian Football Association
to permit the Yemeni team to use
the training facilities at the main
stadium. They rejected the
request out of hand without pro-
viding any justifications.

"l have expected such behavior.
Their intentions were obvious
right at the beginning," said Mr.
Al-Ashwal. He added that their
"insistence on holding the match
between Yemen and Indonesia in
a city 80 km away from the
capital despite the availability of
the main stadium goes to prove
that."

Mr. Al-Ashwal went on to say
that "we did not expect to be
treated in such a way as not

i

receiving us at the airport as is
costumary in such events. The
attitude with which we were met
will give us no alternative but to
treat them similarly when they
come to Yemen for the gqualifier
maltches. But we shall not give up
our customs of our greal nation
which is known for its hospitality
even in times of hardships. We
shall not let the behavior of the
Indonesian young officials affect
the relationship between Yemen
and Indonesia, nor the high spirits
of our players."

This talk has come from a wise
man who summarized in few
words the nature of the Yemeni
nation, its rendering of good for
evil. and the natural moral stan-
dards which makes it warmly
welcomes its guests.

As the well-known proverb goes,
"a tree is known by its fruits."
Mr. Al-Ashwal disagrees with
that because as he stated, "I am
sure that the attitude we encoun-
tered does not represent the true
Indonesian nation and its known
morals.”

This group of misguided indi-
viduals have been blinded by
their jingoistic support for their
football team. They have for-
gotten the basic purposes behind
such sport competitions, and that
they must be good representatives
of their country. What use does
winning a mere football match
have to discarding ethics?

Jamal, Sport Editor

Big Opening Day

Al-Qimma and Pizza Hut International
gladly announce the opening of their first
restaurant in Sana’a on Thursday 24 April,
1997. Mr. Hussein Al-Maswari, the governor
of Sana’a, will a guest of honour at the
opening ceremony which will be held in Al-

Sabeen Park.

Al-Qimma and Pizza Hut Welcome
Gracious Guests.

Serving You i Our Pleasare.

By Jamal Al-Awadhi

On the Occasion of the Yemeni Parliamentary Elections
Two French Stars Fly Over the Mountains of Yemen

The skies over Taiz and Ibb have
witnessed some wonderful air-
eliding displays by two French
champions during the past two
days. The visit by these two
French glider pilots comes as a
participation in Yemen's ongoing
democratic process.

In Taiz, the French and European
champion glider pilot, Vincent
Sprungli, hovered at a height of
1.500 m over the peaks of the
Saber mountain. In spite of the
dense clouds, he was able to
present a wonderful show by

hovering in the dreamy sky at
Taiz, and landing self-assuredly in
Al-Shuhada stadium. Upon landing in the stadium.
he was received by Dr. Abdulwahab Rawih, the
Minister for Youth and Sport: Mr. Ahmed Al-
Hujary, the governor of Taiz; Dr. Rashad Al-
Aleemi, the head of security at the governorate and
many other sports officials in Taiz.

All the audience was impressed by sharing the
Yemeni happy feelings about the coming parlia-
mentary elections. This event stresses the depth of
the relationship between Yemen and France. Dr.
Raweh thanked the Yemeni glider pilot for his
efforts in organizing the show.

In Green Ibb, the stars of gliding, captain Vincent
and captain Fanso. continued their displays.They
presented beautiful glider scenes over an audience
of more than 45000 spectators. headed by the
governor of Hodeida and some sports officials.

The peak of the Baadan mountain was the launching
point for the two French champions who hovered in
the sky for more than an hour. They also made
similar display in Al-Mahweet. Sana'a, and
Hodeidah.

The participation of our French friends in these
activities is an expression of their satisfaction with
the democratic process in Yemen.

Dr. Al-Saqan Accoladed

Two first-year students from the Faculty of Trade
and Commerce, Sana'a University visited Yemen
Times last Saturday April 12, carrying two beautiful
bouquets of flowers. As a show of their appreciation
and admiration for the newspaper, Nadia Abdullah

Al-Khameesi and Maha Naji Saleh presented the
flowers to Yemen Times' chief editor, Dr. Abdul
Azeez Al-Saggaf.

They also congratulated Dr. Al-Saggaf for his out-
spoken debate with a Kuwaiti journalist on the
Qatari TV, The debate was distinguished by frank-
ness and clarity.

“What Dr. Al-Saqgaf said in the debate is an
embodyment of the Yemeni people's hopes and
ambitions for a better Yemen," the two girls proudly
declared.

Dr. Al-Saqqaf's contribution to the debate was full
of logic and reason. He wisely emphasized that
Yemen looks forward to living peacefully with its
neighbors. What Yemen aims at now i more coop-
eration and a stronger sense of fraternity with the
Gulf states.

Yemen Times has also received many con-
gratulatory cards and telegrams from a number of
intellectuals, professionals, and ordinary folk. All
are in support of the logical stance taken by Dr. Al-
Saqqat in his debate with the Kuwati journalist.
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Naukshout Street Sana’a, RoY
For reservations, call Tel (09671)205483 Fax 204431
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Tel: 415934, 417369 Fax: 414864
P. 0. Box: 21002, Sana’a, ROY

Fax: 03 234860
Showroom phone: 03 246526
Office phone: 03 253311

Plant Protection Products

m MAIN DISTRIBUTOR in Yemen

Last week, | gave the traditional
reasons why it is in the interest of
both Yemen and the Arab Gulf
Cooperation Council (AGCC)
countries. In this article, [ high-
light new reasons. as to why
Yemen should join the AGCC.

if Yemen is not invited to
‘belong’ to the AGCC, it will
Took for other alliances.

3. Economic Sense:

The AGCC countries import &
few million expatriate workers.
What these workers send home is

Why Yemen Should
Join the AGCC !

4. Political Evolution:

The AGCC states  should
consider some political change in
their own systems. The 2Ist
century is one of modern political
systems based on people’s par-
ticipation in public life. Yemen
has already made an effort

1. Global Security: money that is taken out of the towards this end.
The concept of the safety and Gulf cycle. If a large number of Thus, instead of being afraid of
security of nations has undergone these were Yemenis, the Yemeni Yemen's experiment in democ-
7 dramatic change in the recent market will enjoy a larger pur- ratization, the AGCC states
past. This is partly because of the chasing power, which Gulf should study it and try to see how
2 enormous advances in tech- products can tap. This will allow they can learn from it.
; nology, leading to the creation of the cycle to repeat itself, thus
the “World Village”. Thus, the reaping benefits for all sides. By: Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf
issue of security and safety
is now handled within a )
regional or even world
E‘ context. No one country
) e o oo CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
k i can afford to ignore its INTERNATIONAL COMPANY S.A.L.
g % 4 neighbor. Construction of Mechanical and Heavy Civil Projects
¥ 4 It is in this light that the
} AGCC states need to
i: accommodate  Yemen,
h v whether they like or not. @ Petrochemical plants and refineries
: vl . . @ Heavy and light industrial plants
E i 2. Regional Alliances: @ Power and desalination plants
! _',“" The AGCC countries were ) @ Water treatment plants, reservoirs and
i . | disturbed why Yemen had SANAA distribution svalers
k; \ || sided with Iraq in the last | Phones: i R ; ;
. / . (967-1) 243070 @ Sewage treatment plants and collection networks
3 Gulf conflict. They forget ;
b § : ey 1org (967-1) 247852 @ Oil fields ancillary installations
by . that, by refusing it entry to Fax: Pl bt on i bt
i\ w1 lheir Clllb. the AGCC (967-1) 243652 a IPE‘ IIliI.E: Cl)l_'l.‘i I'l.I‘C I(IJII and mamtenance
hn states forced Yemen to (967-1) 263043 @ Air purification for industry
l:,‘ find another forum. This P I-uel. and \.vulcr smrlage tanks .
| ultimately led to the Arab @ 0ff.-._hure structures and underwater works _
v Cooperation Council gI[)EN @ Marine docks, harbors, deep sea berths and refinery
i i 0ONes: 1 I
which brought together lerminals
[0 967-2) 377328 ;
K Egypt, Jordan, Iraq and | (0672377204 @ Airports
5 Yemen. Fax: @ Roads, highways, bridges and flyovers
- It is normal that countries ‘1?‘}?_'?'7'?77”’ @ High quality buildings, hotels, hospitals,
i have to belong to a | 25.5vpccesaL @ Universities and sporls complexes
\ grouping. Even large coun- P O Box 3013 Prefabricated accommodation and office facilities.
E tries need this. Therefore,
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