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Britons Continue to Ask: “Was Hosea Walker Truly Killed in

AN ACCIDENT?”
British Victim, 
Hosea Walker

16 year old Hosea Walker was said to 
have been killed on the 8th of this 
month in a tragic accident. One of his 
friends, said to be an Indonesian, 
pulled the trigger of the gun which he 
was cleaning, causing the death of his 
brother. Although all reports so far 
confirm this, Brits in the UK are still 
suspicious about the incident. “We do 
not believe it was an accident. Even if 
it were, why would guns be available 
any way?” a British reader said.
The tragic accident, which happened 
in one of the institutions of Sheikh 
Moqbil Al-Wadii’s religious group in 
Sa’da (200 km north of Sanaa), raised 
a lot of questions and doubts about the 
this group.
In an attempt to reveal the secrets of 
this mysterious death, Yemen Times 
contacted the British Embassy, inter­
national organizations dealing with 
Wadi’i, and even tribesmen in close 
contact with the group and revealed 
shocking information. “I believe there 
are around 30 Brits studying at the 
Wadi’i institution said UK’s 
Ambassador, H.E. Victor Henderson. 
The news about the tens of Brits study­
ing Islam in Wadii’s institutions was 
yet another interesting item for the 
British Press.
“One wonders why we haven’t heard 
about these UK nationals!” asked 
Brian Whitaker of the London-based 
Guardian.

More about Al-Wadi’i P4
Excerpts from the Interview P3

MISRAKH IN DESPAIR
Security forces in Taiz governorate 
have been able to arrest lawyer 
Abdullah Al-Jabir following a sev­
eral-day armed confrontation 
between military troops and resi­
dents of Al-Misrakh area, 40 kms

south of Taiz City.
The confrontation has resulted in 
killing or wounding of a number of 
villagers in addition to demolish­
ing houses by heavy artillery 
shelling, rendering many families

homeless.
Public opinion has been outraged 
by the developments in the area, 
especially as innocent people were 
killed or wounded.

Full report on Page 7

A family in 
Misrakh left 
Homeless after the 
total destruction 
of their home by 
security forces.

STIMULATING COMPETITION 
WITH YEMEN TIMES FROM

THIS WEEKf Win Diamonds

With its reliable and unbiased reporting, YT continues its expansion

Yemen Times Sales and Popularity Reach Peak Level
Due to the extremely high demand in the mar­
ket for the services offered by Yemen Times 
classified section, the number of pages dedi­
cated to the classified section increased to 
four complete pages.
The sales of Yemen Times boomed in the last 
couple of months to its highest level ever. 
Today, Yemen Times enjoys its rank as the 
first most widely read English newspaper in 
Yemen. It has been ranked by international

organizations dealing with the press as the 
most professional newspaper in Yemen. 
Recently, it added to its award the links2go 
award as the first Yemeni newspaper’s site on 
the Internet, and the second overall in the 
Yemen category. Previously, YT has already 
been awarded two awards by prominent 
organizations as well.
The most significant accomplishment of the 
newspaper will come about in a few weeks

when Yemen Times will further enhance its 
layout and provide more news with more in­
depth coverage, and more “unbiased” and 
independent reporting. We are today proud to 
have gained the trust of the public, and still 
have more ambitions to meet.
We thank our readers for their trust and con­
tinuous support for a newspaper that concen­
trates on bringing the truth as it is and in an 
independent courageous manner.

UNICEF Releases its “Progress of Nations 
2000” Report, with scary numbers on Yemen 

A POPULATION OF 55% CHILDREN!!
In its “The 
Progress of 
Nations 2000” 
report, UNICEF 
revealed a scary 
fact in relation 
to Yemen: We 
have a popula­
tion of more 
than 55% chil­

dren below 18 
years old, which 
is the highest 
ever percentage 
of children on the 
globe! This 
means that unless 
serious steps are

taken, the popu­
lation growth is 
simply putting 
Yemen on the 
road of total dis­
aster.
It seems that 
Yemen has been 
capable of 
achieving sever­

al records in the region, low­
est per capita GNP rate, high­
est population growth rate, 
highest illiteracy rate, and 
highest overall poverty level, 
and now, highest young chil­
dren’s percentage.

Cont’d on P2

Minister of Information 
Stands by ‘Thaqafiah

The minister of 
Information, Mr. 
Abdulrahman Al-Akwa’ 
deserved the apprecia­
tion and respect of all 
journalists for his coura­
geous stand by the 
oppressed Thaqafiah 
Editor, Sameer Al-Yusufi 
who has been put in 
prison for republishing
an old novel written by Mohamed 
Abdulwali more than 25 years ago. 
This action of Mr. Akwa reminded us 
of how a responsible government rep­
resentative could act confidently and 
promptly to what he feels is wrong. 
We as Yemen Times, appreciate his

stand, and urge him not 
to lose hope when bat­
tling evil powers trying 
to shatter the image of 
Yemen, or bring it 
back to the backward 
ages. We are on the 
path of democracy, and 
we should stay on this 
path.
Despite the minister’s 

great action however, Al-Yusufi is 
still under the threat of being prose­
cuted and put in prison again. Mr. 
Al-Akwa has once said he was will­
ing to sacrifice his post by resigning 
if justice was not achieved in Al- 
Yusufi’s case. More on Pages 3&9
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News Reports on Possible Normalization with Israel
Three weeks ago a meeting was held in 
Cyprus between Yemeni businessmen and 
Jews for studying potentialities to attract 
western capitals for investment in Yemen, 
Yemeni press sources disclosed here.
The sources added that to avoid local reac­
tion which may obstruct its implementa­
tion, the news of this meeting was cloaked 
with secrecy. The meeting is believed to 
have taken place between two prominent 
Yemeni businessmen residing abroad and 
Israeli investors over investment in Aden

Free Zone, the sources said.
These sources further maintained that the 
two Yemeni businessmen are reported to 
have struck commercial deals with Israeli 
companies. Both have good relations with 
the Zionist lobby in Moscow and 
Washington. One of these Yemenis was 
until recently an ambassador to a western 
Europe state and , during the Summer 1994 
battles, signed deals in favor of local parties 
which ,in turn, facilitated wider scope of 
relations with arm dealers in Russia, the

Ukraine and other western states. It is 
understood that the former Yemeni diplo­
mat recently visited Israel together with a 
number of Russian Jews entrepreneurs.
Normalization of relations with Israel has 
become a controversial subject among the 
Yemeni public and is being received with 
resentment, the sources said.
The sources recalled that during his press 
conferences and interviews the Yemeni 
President has always reiterated his refusal 
of normalization of relations with Israel.

Extremist Group Attacks Mikhlafi
An Islamic extremist group yes­
terday attacked attorney 
Mohammed Al-Mikhlafi, one of 
the lawyers defending journalist, 
Sameer Al-Yusofi at the time he 
was leaving the court. Mr. Al- 
Mikhlafi told the Yemen times 
that the incident was a proof of 
legalizing the killing of lawyers 
and journalists, adding that those 
who tried to kill him confirmed that killing an infidel was a 
duty. Mr. Mikhlafi expected that a murder might be com­
mitted against him or anyone else. In addition, he held many 
sides responsible for the attack, among which are the Islah 
party, Endowment Ministry, Al-Iyman University and the 
interior Ministry. He added that some policemen were pres­
ent at the gate of the court but, as he claimed, did not try to 
intervene.
The yard of the court was crowded with thousands of 
extremist elements trying to enter the courtroom by force 
while it was in session.

Al-Ray Pays Tribute To Al-Ulofi
Under the patronage of Sheikh Abdullah Ben Hussain Al-Ahmar, 
Speaker of the Parliament, the Al-Ray Al-Aam newspaper pays 
tribute to its late chief editor Mr. Ali Mohammed Al-Ulofi on July 
20 in the cultural center in Sana’a.

Ltbancell To Prosecute The Yemeni Government
Advocate Jamaludin Al-Adeemi said in a press statement that the 
Labancell company which had, along with the Sabaphone compa­
ny, won the G.M.S tender in Yemen, was preparing to sue the 
Yemeni government for canceling the bid of the company from the 
deal. Strangely enough, the Yemeni government had called on the 
Lebanese company to finalize the needed procedures in Yemen and 
to decide die final steps for the execution of the mobile telephones 
G.M.S before its recent decision to cancel it.
Al-Adeemi added that the Lebanese company would hold a press 
conference in the next few days to reveal all the complications that 
led to that outcome.

A Tree Caused Death of 5 People in Mawyah
Five people were killed and two seriously injured during clashes 
between the Bani Aatef and Al-Shaghaderah in Mawyah district in 
Taiz. The conflict is said to be resulting from a dispute over a tree 
located in a cemetery and which the Bani Aatef wanted to cut down. 
The other tribe determined to keep it stand tall at the cemetery.
The clashes stopped after interference of the republican guards in 
the governorate.

Mines and Missiles Blasted
More than one thousand landmines and missiles collected from 
Aden, Lahj and Abyan governorates had been blasted by the tech­
nical committee of the National Committee for Demining last week 
in Lahj.
The event was attended by governors of Lahj, Aden and a number 
of military commanders.
Since February, mine clearing operations has involved 11 mine­
fields in the three governorates mentioned above.

A Workshop on Violence Against Women
A training workshop to control violence against women was 
opened last Saturday morning in Aden by the Yemeni Women’s 
Union in cooperation with the cultural section of the American 
Embassy. The workshop was opened by Aden’s Deputy Governor, 
Mr. Abdul Kareem Shayef and the Cultural Attache’ at the 
American Embassy, Mr. Kless. The purpose of the workshop is to

raise social awareness about violence against women. A number of 
lectures and studies were read out by leading psychologists. More 
than 25 female participants took part in the workshop.

Hostages Released
A number of human rights organizations and prominent figures 
were able to secure the release of two students Abdulla Saeed Al- 
Zaidi,17 and Ahmed Saleh Al-Zaidi, 18,who had been detained for 
19 days by the Capital Intelligence, Sana’a. On their release, they 
told the “Yemen Times” that they were maltreated during their 
detention and that they never knew the reasons for their detention. 
They added that they were not interrogated; but were told that they 
were being held hostage.
The students’ relatives who expressed their resentment against the 
agony of their wards who underwent physical, psychological and 
moral trauma during the unlawful detention . They said they will 
withdraw their wards from schools in Sana’a because security men 
raid these students’ residences in Sana’a whenever any problem 
erupts in Mareb. These students are nabbed as hostages for a 
problem which never concerns them. These relatives added that in 

the face of security authorities illegal measures they 
are forced to withdraw their sons thus depriving them 
of education or send them to any other country where 
human beings are respected.

Aidarous Death Anniversary Observed
Last Friday, July 13, Aden celebrated the death 
anniversary of 
Imam Abubakr Ben 
Abdulla Al-
Aidrous. In form of 
a holy fair, the pro­
cession started from 
the residence of 
Mansab of Aden 
and proceeded to 
the famous Al- 
Aidrous Mosque. 
The procession was 
led by distinguished 
mystics. Religious sermons, orations and preachings 
were held to mark the occasion.
Imam Al-Aidrous was born in the year 1447 in 
Tareem town in Hadhramaut Province. He obtained 
his religious education there. After pilgrimage in the 
Hijra year 888, he came to Aden.
In his Friday sermon, a Shaikh Abubakr Ben Ali Al- 
Mashoor urged that the real meaning and importance 
of this fair should be clearly understood in order to 
imbibe the great deeds and indelible landmarks of the 
mystics.

Arwa Graduates its First Group 
On Saturday 15 July 2000, Vice 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Abdulqadir 
Bajammal, arrived at the Youth 
Palace to attend the graduation cere­
mony of Queen Arwa University.
The ceremony marked the gradua­
tion of students from the colleges of 

administrative sciences, engineering, 
literature, educational sciences, and 
college of science.
This graduated group was named 7- 
July Group on the occasion of the 
blessed 7-July anniversary.
Dr. Abdulwahhab Raweh, Minister 
of Youth of Sports, Dr. Hassan Al- 

Salami of the CC, a number of CC members, a number of MPs, and 
the student’s parents attended the ceremony.
During the ceremony, a number of speeches were given. Student 
Ibrahim Al-Hamzi gave a speech representing the graduate stu­
dents, thanking the university for its great efforts in making their 
academic years as beneficial as possible.
Later, Dr. Wahiba Fari, Rector of the University gave a speech wel­
coming the guests, stating that the graduates are the backbone of 
the university’s years of hard work. She congratulated them for 
attaining the certificates and knowledge.
She pointed out the academic and quality measures taken by the 
university. She stressed on the fact that the university did teach stu­
dents courses for the number of hours required in any regional or 
Arab university, apart from thee graduation projects and programs 
they implemented. She also expressed gratitude to President Saleh 
for his everlasting moral support in encouraging the university in 
its different stages, emphasizing his role in supporting the latest 
Private Higher Education Conference organized by the university. 
At the end of her statement, she greeted the students for their efforts 
in going through all the academic stages until they reached the 
point of graduation.
Then the official graduation was declared by reading the 
Republican Decree no 17 for 1995, and the university’s establish­
ment permission no (1) approved by The Prime Minister and 
Ministry of Education for die academic year 1995/96.
The number of enrolled students who were supposed to graduate 
exceeded 50 students, of who 42 actually graduated, which indi­
cates a success percentage of 81.2%.
At the end of die ceremony, Mr. Bajammal along with Dr. Raweh 
participated with Dr. Wahiba in distributing the certificates.

As Clashes Between Military Forces And Gahm Continue:

Further Violence Expected
F

our people were killed and 
eight badly injured during 
the clashes between units 
of the 25 mechanized 
brigade stationed in Sirwah 

and Gahm tribesmen which erupted 
two weeks ago. The area-bombing 
resulted in serious damage to houses 
and roads.
Clashes were triggered when units of 
the brigade bombed one of Al-Zaidy 
tribes following the release of the 6 
republican guards kidnapped by the 
tribe.
It is said that this military action was 
the first of its kind since 1988. A num­
ber of similar encounters have taken 
place in the same area over the past 12 
years. However, none resulted in such 
extensive damage. People fled the 
area to caves in mountains deeply 
scared about the explosive situation in 
the area.
People in the neighborhood expect a 
strong retaliation by the Gahm tribes 
comprising: Aal Toaiman, Aal Ali Ben 
Falah and Aal Duhairej. The last

includes: Aal Al- 
Zaidy, Aal Rabea, 
Assawalehah, 
Annwasirah and Al- 
Awamirah. 
About 10 encounters 
between military 
forces and tribesmen 
have taken place in 
Sirwah since 1988, 
killing or wounding 
many people from the 
two sides. In addition, 
the area witnessed 9 
kidnapping incidents 
and 12 oil pipe-lines explosions. All 
this pushed the government to deploy 
brigades and military units in the area 
and the mountains surrounding it. 
However, this has failed to put an end 
to the kidnapping incidents and acts of 
sabotage carried by inhabitants of the 
area to force the government to meet 
their demands.
Oddly enough, the government usual­
ly suspects some Sheikhs who are 
financially supported by the Kingdom

of Saudi Arabia to be responsi­
ble for such acts, despite the 
fact that those Sheikhs enjoy 
good relations with the Yemeni 
government and the President 
himself. Such relations are 
believed to be exploited by 
Sheikhs to achieve personal 
ends creating a kind of insur­
rection among tribesmen.
The Sirwah problem is an off-

shoot of simple internal problems that 
can easily be addressed. However, 
those Sheikhs have failed to find com­
prehensive and fair solutions to their 
people’s problems.
Many tribesmen think that the latest 

military operations against people will 
breed other violent confrontations 
between military forces and tribes­
men. Sheikhs are no more able to con­
trol tribesmen or to solve their prob­
lems. At the same time, the govern­
ment can not trace the errant tribes­
men.
The government should direct its 
attention to bring to book the corrupt 
officials and Sheikhs instead of bomb­
ing people’s houses. It also should 
provide services projects for the unde­
veloped areas, solve people’s long­
standing problems and let justice pre­
vail. Only then can we stand against 
anti-social forces.

Continued from Page 1
A POPULATION OF 55% CHILDREN!!
Let alone having the largest percentage of children, unfor­
tunately, according to the report Yemen holds the first 
place in even the number of stunted children in the Middle 
East (52%) followed by Sudan (33%). The statistics 
regarding infant and pregnancy health care show that 
Yemen is among the countries with the weakest of such 
services. Overall, Yemen was ranked among many African

countries in the bottom of the list of progressing countries 
and not even compared to other Arab states.
“We seek to put an end to these intolerable inequalities by 
exposing them to the conscience of the world communi­
ty.” is what the UNICEF said about the report. In similar 
terms, we as Yemen Times seek to get the attention of the 
authorities to these scary numbers of course by exposing 
them in a similar fashion to the local community and to 
donor countries interested in helping Yemen get out of its 
current crises.

Sana’a Institute for Arabic Language (SIAL) inaugurates its Summer Season 
with specialized course for a group a of students from INALCO and ENS insti­
tutes in Paris.
This course was organized in cooperation with the French Center for Yemeni 
Studies (CFY) and educational coordination with Houda Ayoub, the representa­
tive of INALCO-Paris.
The staff of Sana’a Institute for Arabic Language (SIAL) warmly welcome its 
French guests and wishes them a happy and fruitful stay In Yemen.

For more information please contact the institute at:
Tel: (967-1) 284330. 284331, Fax: (967-1) 284329

Email: Sial@v.net.ve www.sialyemen.com
As-Sailah Street, Old City of Sana'a P. O. Box: 5734, Sana’a-Yemen

Director: Muhammed Al-Anisi

mailto:ial@v.net.ve
http://www.sialvemen.com
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Samir Al-Yusufi to Yemen Times:

“The case has definitely taken other dimensions which are 
neither logical, nor related to Islam, but are rather political.”

M
r. Samir Al-Yusufi, chief edi­
tor of the Al-Thaqafiah news­
paper is an experienced jour­
nalist and learned author. He is fond of 

dialectics, stubborn and biased in favor 
of freedom of thought. He wanted to 
make Al-Thaqafiah a leading example of 
freedom of opinion and thought.
Nowadays, Al-Yusufi has become the talk 
of Islamic leaders in mosques, demand­
ing his arrest and punishment. Although 
he apologized twice, he has been arrest­
ed. He was released after the interference 
of the Minister of Information who 
threatened resignation from the Ministry 
if Samir stayed in prison. Jalal Al- 
Sharaabi of the Yemen Times met with 
him and filed the following:
Excerpts:

Q: A great war was 
raised against you by 
the mosque preachers 
and everywhere, how 
did the story begin?
A: In the beginning, I 
never wished that this 
thing would happen. 
Firstly, because the aim 
of this thing seems differ­
ent from that proposed in 
mosques and streets. As for how it started, 
as far as my information goes, it started in 
the parliament provoked through one of the 
Islamic parties in Yemen. The issue was put 
forth for discussion and signatures were 
collected from other parties. The issue was 
then taken to the general attorney . On that 
same day I got a phone call from the gener­
al secretary of Islah party Mr. Mohammed 
Alyadoomi, questioning about what was 
published in the Al-Thaqafiah newspaper 
about the novel ‘Sanaa Madina Maftuha’ 
which he vowed for the atheist Mohammed 
Abdulwali and tried to get a straight con-

fession from me about the 
reasons for publishing the 
matter. In his opinion, this 
newspaper should not have 
published that story. I replied 
that this book is already pub­
lished and circulated in the 
markets and had been print­
ed more than six times with 
permission from the 
Ministry of Information but 
he ignored this aspect and 
threatened that he would treat me right and 
will raise the case to the highest level of the 
presidency and the government and kept 
the phone. After a little while his deputy 
Mr. Abdulwahhab Al-anisi called me up, 
trying to make up for Al-Yadoomi’s call 

and saying that it is an advice, 
not a threat but his methods are 
like that.That day he asked me to 
present an apology related what 
had been published, I did not 
have an objection but I saw that 
the threat should be discussed 
first because he is a party leader 
and has his influence in the area. 
After two days I was surprised to 
see in the Thowrah newspaper 
that the president had ordered 
investigation into what was pub­

lished in Thaqafiah newspaper! And one 
day before that, there was an investigation 
committee formed from the managerial 
council of Jumhooriya newspaper who 
Thaqafiah is published by. The council was 
headed by Mr. Md. Al-Mujahid. And the 
conclusion was that this novel was already 
published and authorized and what the 
paper did was to just republish what was 
published already, and the council saw that 
the case does not deserve the chaos and fuss 
caused by those who took up the topic.

Q: Did this trigger any proceedings 

before this happened?
A: Since one and a half 
years I have been receiv­
ing threats either through 
phone or through 
mosques. This was due to 
a previous case which 
was raised by some of the 
leaders of the same party 
through the attorney 
chairmanship in Taiz. But 
the case was saved then

on the ground that the topics under discus­
sion had been replied to in the same paper, 
and it lost currency. This was before 8 
months approximately.

Q: How do the court procedures take 
place now?
A: I see that the law in Yemen is the only 
way out for all these problems. And that it 
should be the reference which all should 
conform to. If we lose our trust in law, then 
we will lose peace in general.
What is strange in this issue is that when I 
had gone to the court last Tuesday I was 
surprised that the judge did not receive the 
case file from the attorney until the end of 
the court session, And lots of the audience 
had seen that. The other thing that surprised 
me is that the judge called people by their 
names in the hall. We have not heard this 
kind of a precedent. We objected in the 
court through the lawyer specialty because 
the court concerned was in Taiz. It is shock­
ing that that the judge ordered my impris­
onment until a verdict is out although I was 
not involved in the case at all. These are a 
few observations I put in the hands of the 
law which should be kept in mind to pre­
serve the sanctity of it and to respect it.

Q: Do you think the novel contains what 
was said it did in the case?
A: If in a column or an article something 

insulting to a particular person was men­
tioned, then we as Muslims or any Muslim 
for that matter would see it an insult to his 
religion and will raise objections. Our reli­
gion permits to talk and discuss and advice 
and we should argue till we are convinced, 
but what happened in that novel is that the 
novel talks about a particular era of time 
and refers to it as a time of cruelty and 
abuse for religion. It was the Imam’s era. It 
was a bed time and the novel expressed 
realities of that time, and how the king used 
the religion . What happens in the novel is 
that a person whose name was Numan is 
the hero, he was presented in a skewed 
manner. He commits lots of sins and at one 
point of time questions God why he took 
his wife away from him, that it was unfair. 
He does not deny the existence of God but 
he was arguing with him and blaming him; 
This part itself shows some faith in the 
sense that the person himself is an imagi­
nary character, not really existing in reality, 
so that we could take him to court. 
Mohammed Abdalwali did not leave his 
religion but he represented it through a 
character’s voice in the novel. There are 
many such such scenes. Even in the 
prophet’s speech and in the Holy Quran 
such things occur. It is mentioned that when 
a man was traveling, his food and water 
was lost from him; He gave up the search, 
but he finally found it. Then he said to God, 
“you are my slave and I am your master.” 
The prophet said that this was said out of 
happiness; Numan mentioned it in the 
novel in a mood of misery and hopeless­
ness.

Q: Does this mean that the case has 
taken a dimension other than that laid by 
the accusers?
A: The case has definitely taken other 
dimensions which are neither logical nor 
related to Islam, but are rather political. 
Some are trying to take advantage of this to 
serve political aims or to avenge them­
selves others whom they see a threat to 
their benefits or their needs. And as I said 
earlier, some might see in it insult to partic­

ular persons and not to God himself. But 
considering people who were subjected 
to strong words and insults he saw his 
case worse than the insult. The paper was 
accused to have insulted God where the 
truth is that it hurt a few persons’ ego who 
are reckoned in the Islamic stream in 
Yemen.

Continued on Page 9

Moqbil Al-Wadi’i to Yemen Times
“..news agencies took advantage of it (Accident of Hosea 
Walker) to ruin the image of our peaceful movement and 

put pressure on the government to come against us

I
 n an extensive interview with 

Yemen Times -to be fully published 
next week- Moqbil Al-Wadi’i 
stressed the fact that the British stu­
dent Hosea Walker, 16, was actual­

ly killed in an accident in which no inten­
tions were there. According to him, the 
accident happened when one of his friends 
was cleaning his gun, resulting in the acci­
dental release of one bullet which hit Hosea 
in his chest, resulting in his death. The 
Sheikh of the Salafi Islami religious move­
ment said he was notified about the acci­
dent in a phone call while he was in Sanaa, 
and that the brother of the victim came to 
him and explained all the details of the 
accident.
Al-Wadi’i expressed his disappointment at 
the false information provided by some 
news agencies about the news that he had a 
military training camp in which he trained 
militant Islamists for Jihad purposes. “This 
is the first such accident that happened in 
his institution; However, news agencies 
took advantage of it to ruin the image of our 
peaceful movement and put pressure on the 
government to go against us” he said.
In regard to allegations that he had links 
with other terrorist Islamist movements 
such as the Islamic Jihad or Abyan Army, 

which led to the death of the 3 
Britons and 1 Australian in 
Abyan, he said that there is no 
link whatsoever with these 
groups. “We have even con­
demned these groups and 
called it the movements of cor­
ruption, not jihad. We always 
disapprove of any violent 
actions to spread Islam. Islam 
is a religion of peace and har­
mony, and such violence 
should never be thought of as 
part of Islam” he replied.
In regard to the number of for­
eign students he had, he 
responded by saying, “We 
have hundreds of students 
from all over the world who 
have come to learn more about 
Islam in the appropriate man­
ner. We have students from the 
UK, the USA, Indonesia, 
France, Germany, etc.” 
However, avoiding to mention 
that there are more than 
100.000 students who have 

studied and continue to study with him, he 
refused to provide exact numbers or per­
centages in this regard. ‘What is important 
for us is to teach these students the true 
principles of Islam, which are stronger and 
more powerful than weapons and military 
training. On the other hand, we do not even 
have the financial budget to cover the cost 
of any weapons we may purchase. We are 
more concerned about basic needs rather 
than weapons.”
When asked about the West he said, “The 
West has developed in industry not because 
they left their religion, but because they 
gave more importance to science, which is 
actually what Islam calls for. On the other 
hand, we cannot fight enemies of Islam 
(West) if we do not have the power and 
internal strength in religion and physical 
capabilities. Only when we are truly strong 
Muslims with all military capabilities can 
we begin fighting them.”
He then talked about the latest Jewish visits 
to Yemen by saying, “I condemn these vis­
its, and believe that a Jew and Muslim 
should never live in the same country, and 
can never do so.”
The Wahabbi Salafi movement led by 
Sheik Moqbil, started 20 years ago when it 
started spreading all over the country, and 

even abroad. “In the last 10 years, the 
growth of the movement has been rapid as 
it exceeded the Yemeni boundaries, and its 
reputation increased in Europe and else­
where. However, we face difficulties and 
some harassment by some officials in the 
government who attempt to take away 
mosques from the control of Sunnis by 
force.”
He also confirmed the reports about the 
pressure exerted by other religious institu­
tions on the his students not to study the 
Salafi religious movement. “We are the 
most prominent, stable, and peaceful 
Islamic institution in Yemen. We cannot be 
compared to other institutions as we have 
graduated more than 100,000 students so 
far, while others have much smaller num­
ber.” He added.
It is worth mentioning that the interview 
was full of interesting questions and 
answers, and it is the first ever interview 
with a Yemeni newspaper, as Sheik Moqbil 
always refused to be interviewed, and had 
no photo of him published in any publica­
tion. As he refused to be photographed - as 
he thinks it is prohibited- in this interview, 
we are unable to publish a photo of his. The 
complete interview will hopefully be pub­
lished on next edition of Yemen Times. 

Erratum
(Yemeni-British Relations - Where to?)

In the “Yemen Times” issue on June 26, 2000 a 
misprint has occurred in the paragraph under the 
sub-heading “Yemen -British Relations : 
Common Interest”, in the final part of our sum­
mary of Dr. M. A. Qubaty’s paper titled 
“YEMENI-BRITISH RELATIONS 1990-2000: 
CHALLENGES TOWARDS POSITIVE PART­
NERSHIP”. It was a quotation from the British 
Prime Minister’s address on November 10, 1997 
about “The Principles of Modern British Foreign 
Policy”. In fact there was a mistake in the trans­
lation of the quotation in which “British 
Investments in the World” appeared as “in 
Yemen”. We apologize to Dr. Qubaty, the readers 
and all those concerned for that error. The correct 
quotation is: “The British are inveterate trav­
ellers. We (Britain.... Yemen Times) are the sec­
ond biggest investors and the second biggest 
recipients of inward investment, behind the US in 
both cases.” (1)
There was another quotation as well from the 
same address which also appeared in the article in

the paragraph under the sub-heading”Yemeni- 
US-British Strategic Partnership”. The second 
quotatin said The second principle: Strong in 
Europe and strong with the US.. Our aim should 
be to deepen our relationship with the US at all 
levels. We are the bridge between the US and 
Europe. Let us use it. When Britain and America 
work together on the international scene, there is 
little we cannot achieve.” (2)
It is worthwhile pointing out that the British 
Prime Minister’s address on “The Principles of a 
Modern British Foreign Policy” coincided with 
the arrival of His Excellency President Ali 
Abdulla Saleh in London. President Saleh was 
then on an official visit to the U.K between 
November 10 and 14, 1997 which was the first 
official visit ever by any Yemeni head of state to 
the UK.
1. Survey of Current Affairs, Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office, London, Nov. 1997, 
p.402
2. Ibid p.4O3

Yemenis Sympathize with Iraqis
Iraqi-Yemeni relations have always been 
exemplary sisterly one and in ever develop­
ment. The two countries confirm their 
desire to enhance these relations in various 
fields. Yemen has always been at the fore­
front of countries calling for putting an end 
to the continued aggression on Iraq and lift­
ing he iniquitous sanctions imposed on the 
people for more than ten years.
Iraq observes today its 32nd National Day 
amidst atmospheres of comprehensive 
blockade and economic sanctions imposed 
on it since August 1990.
Away from diplomatic courtesies and proto­
cols usually followed on such occasions as 
of exchanging letters of congratulations and 
heartfelt wishes, it is more important to 
focus on suffering of the people of Iraq

under the sanctions. Giving a clear picture 
on the disastrous situations the Iraqis are 
leading under the sanctions is not an easy 
task because the forms of suffering are so 
many and ramified.
The adverse effects of the sanctions on the 
people of Iraq are now recognized world­
wide. More than one million and s half died 
solely because of the sanctions The ruthless 
devastation on the health of children takes 
between 6000 to 7000 lives each month due 
to shortages in medical supplies.
This occasion is suitable for reminding the 
Arab nation in particular and the world pub­
lic opinion in general of the tragedy of the 
people of Iraq and to raise their voices for 
immediate lifting of sanctions and blockade 
against them.
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All About The Founder of the Al-Salafiah Movement, 
Moqbil Bin Hadi Al-Wade and His Followers

M
oqbil Al-Wadei, founder 
of Al-Salafiah
Movement in Yemen, 
left Al-Thawrah
Hospital in Sana’a two

weeks ago after undergoing treatment for 
ten days. He was suffering from some liver 
problems. Reports confirm that sheikh 
Moqbil was planning to leave for Saudi 
Arabia for treatment. Other reports indicate 
that he is planning to leave for Germany in 
the next few days.
After going out of the hospital, he delivered 
two consecutive lectures titled “Science and 
the Sunnites” in Al-Khair Mosque which 
were attended by about 4,000 people.
Moqbil Al-Wadei is now 70 years. He was 
born in Wadiah district located in the mid­
dle of Hashid, Sa’adah governorate. He 
acquired his primary education when he 
came in contact with the scholars of Al- 
Zaidiah here in Yemen. Then, he left for 
Saudi Arabia where he used to work and 
learn at the same time. He studied in the 
Islamic University, in the Fundamentals of 
Religion Department.
He stayed in Saudi Arabia for 15 years dur­
ing which he acquired the Salafiah doctrine. 
It was also reported that he was specialized 
in Al-Hadith and Sunnah Science. 
Following the Juhaiman event in which 
Juhaiman, of a Saudi nationality, was 
accused of planning a coup d’etat against 
the Ruling family, Al-Wadei was accused of 
being a supporter and was sent to jail early 
in the 1980s. He was imprisoned for three 
months and then he was deported to Yemen 
where he established a foundation for prop­
agating the fundamentals of his missionary 
work.
He gained in popularity and eventually had 
a good number of supporters all over 
Yemen. Salafiah supporters believe that 
political activities, plurality and elections 
should be banned. Sheikh Al-Wadei passed 
a Fatwa in 1993 in which he banned elec­
tions.
Salafiah Movement has no alliance with 
other organization as they do not believe in 
organizations. Their missionary work is 

focused on spreading an awareness about 
the legislative science in the community. 
They have no goal to constitute an Islamic 
government. They believe that the Islamic 
government does exist; what it lacks is sci­
ence.
Sheikh Moqbil Al-Wadei is supervising the 
following Salafiah missionary work cen­
ters:
1) Damaj Center, Sa’adah governorate is 
under the direct supervision of sheikh Al- 
Wadei himself. There are between 3000 to 
4,000 students studying at the center.
2) Ma’aber Center supervised by one of Al- 
Wadei students named Mohammed Al- 
Imam. There are between 1500-2000 stu­
dents studying at the center.
3) Mareb Center is supervised by Abo Al- 
Hassan Al-Massri who settled down in 
Mareb. His students are between 200-300 
each year.
4) Al-Hudeida center is supervised by 
Mohammed Abdulwahab Al-Osabi whose 
students are between 200-300 each year.
5) Al-Khair Mosque in Sana’a is supervised 
by Mohammed Al-Sua’ali. This center 
organizes lectures on Fridays for Salafiah 
Scholars which are usually well attended. 
There are about 200 students studying each 
year at the center.
6) Hubaish Center in Ibb is supervised by 
sheikh Abdulaziz Al-Burai. There are about 
200 students studying at the center. There 
are some other branches of this center in Al- 
Baida, Hadramout and Haja.
Generally speaking, most of the supporters 
of Salafiah are from Aden governorate and 
Lahj.

Al-Salafiah and other Islamic Doctrines:
The Salafiah Movement has lots of dis­
agreements with Islah party. This is pretty 
clear from the books published against Islah 
by sheikh Moqbil titled “Al-Muaned” and 
“Nassf Jame’at Al-Iman” meaning ‘the 
destruction of Al-Iman University’. In this 
regard, he has also recorded some cassettes 
and delivered some lectures in mosques. 
The latest lecture on this issue was deliv­
ered in Sa’awan Mosque in Haddah and 

other lectures were given in Sa’adah and 
Aden.
The main differences between Islah and 
Salafiah pertains to democracy, elections 
and political plurality which are banned in 
Salafiah. The difference between societies 
such as Al-Hikmah Al-Yamaniah Society 
and Al-Ehssan Society, on the one hand, 
and Al-Salafiah, on the other, is that Al- 
Salafiah charges these societies of working 
within limited scope towards promoting 
partisan interests despite the fact that they 
have the same Sunah approach.
Al-Salafiah also criticizes the Islamic Jehad 
Movement by saying that it is not the prop­
er time for Jehad. However, the Salafiah 
criticizes Al-Tabligh Group for the weak 
science and faith they have.
Some sources said that the main financial 
resources of Al-Salafiah are generated from 
some Saudi merchants and businessmen. 
They have some support from voluntary 
donors. Besides, they are officially support­
ed by Holy Mosques Establishment, a char­
itable establishment based in the Saudi 
Arabia.
Many students come from different coun­
tries such as Britain, USA, Russia and India 
to study the principles of Al-Salafaiah. 
These students are sent to Yemen by the 
Salafiah scholars who live in these coun­
tries.
Some other students come to Yemen to be 
more closely acquainted with the Salafiah 
approach. Salafiah sheikhs who are respon­
sible for Salafiah teaching centers say that 
these students suffer from some actions of 
the government due to their stay in Yemen. 
Some of these students have to stay for ten 
years so as to finish their studies. There are 
also some Europeans who left their coun­
tries and came to Yemen when they were 
converted to Islam. They came to Yemen to 
learn more from Moqbil Al-Wadei in his 
institute located in Sa’adah. The food, their 
and their families’ accommodation and pro­
tection are all provided by Sheikh Moqbil’s 
centers. Some of them have been living in 
Yemen for more than 15 years.

Hassan Al-Zaidia
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“Jeddah Treaty 2000 Did Injustice to Yemen”: MP
Yemen Times

R
eactions and echoes on 
Jedda Borders Treaty 
between Yemen and 
Saudi Arabia are still 
reverberating inside 

political, parliamentary and social 
dignitaries. One of these personali­
ties presenting his remarks about the 
treaty is Mr Tahir Ali Seif, Member 
of the Parliament in Yemen. 
Following are his remarks and com­
ments.

Remarks on the Committee’s Report 
Of the 12-page report, 10 pages carried 
texts from the treaty and the remaining 
two pages were rather a comment, not 
really a technical analysis of the 
treaty’s content and its economic and 
social implications. The commission 
did not even hold any comparison 
between the 1934 Taif Treaty and the 
new one.
The commission should have submit­
ted its report to the Parliament in a way 
answering queries of its members as 

well as many historians, intellectuals, 
politicians. The main objective of that 
move is not to obtain the members, 
support for this treaty but rather to clar­
ify its far reaching gains as well as its 
economic, social and political impact. 
For instance, the Taif treaty was a still­
born Treaty and Saudi Arabia did not 
abide by it. One would wonder what 
will make Saudi Arabia committed to 
the Jeddah Treaty.
The second article of the treaty indicat­
ed “Identification of the villages situ­
ated on course of this part of the bor­
derline as stipulated in Taif Treaty and 
its appendices including their tribal 
affiliation. In the event that any of the 
coordinates falls on the position or 
positions or villages of either party, the 
reference point for establishing the 
affiliation of this village, or these vil­
lages, will be its relationship to one of 
the two parties, and the course of the 
line will be amended according to that 
when the border marker is set.”
In this regard, the commission ought to 
have asked the government on the 
number of villages on both sides on 

which this part of the 
treaty would apply, the 
extent of the area and the 
particular areas those vil­
lages are situated. Would 
this text, mentioned in the 
Taif Treaty, apply to the 
villages from “al-Thar” 
mountain ending at the 
geographical point of 
intersection between the 
line of latitude 19 north 
and the line of longitude 
52 east?
Article 2 of the treaty 
adopted two basic princi­
ples for defining identity 
of the villages. The first is 
the tribal affiliation as 
stipulated in the Taif 
Treaty; but at that time (in 
1934) construction of 
civilian settlement was not 
existent. The second prin­
ciple is their relationship 

to one of the two parties. This looks 
like an issue of “self-determination” in 
order to provide a cover and ensure 
ownership of those new settlements 
which Saudi Arabia captured during 
the war. The inhabitant there were 
issued with Saudi Arabian citizenship 
despite their tribal affiliation.
The commission ought to have asked 
the government and itself too, why 
Parliament’s approval is sought on a 
presumptive line whereas in real appli­
cation this border line is subject to 
alterations.
The nature of negotiation with the 
Saudi side resembles that followed 
with the Sultanate of Oman. They had 
agreed on the borderline first and then 
tackled the issue related to the citizens 
residing on both sides of the border­
line. The Yemeni and Omani sides 
agreed that inhabitants residing on 
either side should retain their national­
ities and properties. That should not 
mean re-demarcation of borders or 
expulsion or compensation to those 
citizens subjected to expulsion or grant 
of the nationality of the country of their 
residence. What has been mentioned 
in the Jeddah Treaty is opposite to what 
has been agreed with Oman. With the 
KSA, the Yemeni side agreed on coor­
dinates which were not final and sub­
jected to alteration, that is to say, the 
borderline could be changed and that 
the area of such coordinates shall fall 
20km inside Yemen’s territories.
The government is supposed to have 
known well in advance through satel­
lites whether these coordinates, or 
some of them, involve population set­
tlements or not.
A clause should have been added stip­
ulating that neither party should create 
any new residential area after the treaty 
was signed. Marking these coordinates 
may take a long time, may be more 
than ten years. Such being the case, 
any settlement could be in the form of 
tents, shepherds, water resources etc. 
Such an act is enough to witness fur­
ther Yemeni territories going to the 
Saudi Arabian side. Here a very serious 

question crops up. Has the Parliament 
the right to authorize the government 
to carry out alterations on the border? I 
think, this is never constitutional. The 
treaty should be signed after a final 
agreement was reached with the other 
party and should be unconditional. 
Therefore, the authority bestowed to 
the government to effect changes, 
alterations on borders, after the 
Parliament’s approval, is void.
The Yemeni side has abandoned 
Yemeni land in sea area only because a 
certain island may intercept navigation 
in the direction of a Saudi Arabian port 
in Jizzan area. Was there no better 
solution? Why the Yemeni side failed 
to give a pledge against any such 
obstruction or threat to navigation. By 
doing so the Yemeni side could have 
retained a land which, according to 
technicians’ explanations in the 
Parliament, is rich with natural wealth. 
Although the 1934 Taif Treaty was 
ineffective, and renewed only once, the 
Saudi Arabian side never gave any 
weight to it; yet the Yemeni govern­
ment never protested even on one sin­
gle occasion against the repeated Saudi 
Arabian violations and neither did it 
take the issue to the Arab League or the 
United Nations. Lands captured by 
Saudi Arabia after the signing of the 
Taif Treaty through deception have 
now, according to Jeddah Treaty, 
become legitimized as its land and we 
are reckoned the aggressors until the 
signing of this new treaty!!
The commission ought to have 
explained to the Parliament why the 
Taif Treaty specifically defined evacu­
ation of military posts situated within 
the range of 5km on the demarcated 
borderline. This is because Jeddah 
Treaty has specified the area within 
20km from “al-Thar” mountain to the 
borders of the Sultanate of Oman.
As such, the act of authorizing the gov­
ernment to finally sign the treaty is null 
and void. This is so in terms of Article 
3, item 2:
“A specialized international company 
will undertake preparation of global 

company shall prepare detailed maps 
of the line of the land border between 
the two countries. These maps, when 
signed by representatives of the 
Republic of Yemen and the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, will be depended upon 
as official maps demarcating the bor­
der between the two countries and will 
become an integral part of this treaty.” 
This means that the treaty sanctioned 
by the Parliament is not final. The 
Parliament had no right to vote on a 
treaty which is not final and ambigu­
ous. On the completion of demarcation 
of the borders only the Parliament shall 
have the right to ratify or reject these 
borders. We do not know by then how 
the situation would be in the parlia­
ment, would majority continue to be of 
the ruling Congress party or would it 
change into a minority.?
The first article of Appendix 4 pro­
vides:
a- “ The pastoral area on both sides of 
the second part of the border line indi­
cated in this treaty is limited to 
20kms.
b-”Shepherds from both countries may 
use the pastoral area and water 
resources on both sides of this part of 
borderline according to tribal tradi­
tions and prevailing customs for a dis­
tance not exceeding20kms.
Article 5 of appendix 4 says:
“ It is not permitted to either of the con­
tracting parties to position armed 
forces at a distance of less than 20kms 
on either side of the second part of bor­
derline indicated in this treaty, and the 
activity of any party is limited to 
movement of mobile security patrols 
with customary weapons.” 
Article 6 of Appendix states:
'’ In the event of the discovery of 
shared natural wealth suitable for 
extraction and investment along the 
line of the border between the two 
countries, beginning precisely from the 
quay of Ra’s al-Ma’uj Shami, Radif 
Qarad outlet, to the point of intersec­
tion of the line of longitude 19 east 
with the line of latitude 52 north, the 
two contracting parties will undertake 
the necessary negotiations between 
them for the joint exploitation of that 
wealth.”
There are some remarks and queries on 

this appendix. The pastoral area on 
both sides of the second part of the 
border line was limited to 20 kilome­
ters, one should wonder why. The other 
question is why the area permitted for 
shepherds is of the same area where 
armed forces are not allowed to be 
positioned. Also there is no mention of 
building police stations. There is 
another question about why Article 4 
of the Taif Treaty was not implement­
ed. The said article stipulates evacua­
tion of any military position of less that 
5 kilometers from the borders instead 
of 20 kms.
If there are residential areas on both 
sides of the borders does this mean that 
building public services facilities and 
police stations, are not permitted 
according to Jeddah treaty?
Why joint exploitation in the sea areas 
were excluded from the treaty despite 
government’s expectations that natural 
wealth does exist in them?
Finally, Jeddah Treaty represents viola­
tion of justice to Yemen. It never real­
izes any of the national aspirations. It 
never promotes relations with KSA to a 
partnership level. It does not hinder 
KSA from expansion as it did after 
Taif Treaty. It has plundered Yemen’s 
right to the submerged area.
It has taken away thousands of kilome­
ters of Yemen land rendering the area 
along the 20kms from “al-Thar” moun­
tain to the borders with the Sultanate 
of Oman under indirect control of 
Saudi Arabia. We can no more invest in 
this land but with the KSA. We cannot 
build services facilities or residential 
areas or even a police post.

Building for Rent in Taiz Str.
Near the Garda’a entrance.

It consists of three floors designed to be a 
Bank,Company,Hospital.. .etc.

For information call:(616100).(5832442).
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OIL AND GAS PROSPECT IN THE YEMENI
SECTOR OF THE RUB AL-KHALI BASIN (part 1)
Wang Xikui* and Nedham 
Mohammed Darsi**
(Changchun University of Science and 
Technology, 130026, China)

ABSTRACT
This is the first paper, which discuss­
es the Oil and Gas Prospects in the 
Yemeni Sector of the Rub al Khali 
Basin on the basis of a new look to the 
area. This new look to the area 
depends:
1. The geological research history 
work in the area,
2. The neotectonic movement,
3. The new crust movement,
4. A collection of satellite images, 
which had been taken of the Republic 
of Yemen during the period from 1994 
to 1997 with hundreds of airophotos 
and satellite images, taken to different 
part of the Peoples Republic of China. 
(As an exemplars to find a case study 
to the Yemeni Sector of the Rub al 
Khali Basin). And this led us to intro­
duce a new idea for a new project, 
which we hope is going to help future 
petroleum exploration activities and 
attract foreign exploration investment 
to work in the Yemeni sector of the 
Rub al Khali Basin.

1 INTRODUCTION:
It is known that one of the world’s 
largest exploration successes of the 
1980s was the discovery, by Canadian 
Occidental and partners, of constella­
tion of oil pools in the Masila region 
of Yemen. The presence of several 
hundred million barrels of recoverable 
oil has been proved by drilling within 
reservoirs ranging in age from 
Jurassic to Cretaceous, with most 
reserves in Lower Cretaceous sand­
stone of the Qishn Formation. The 
discovery of commercial oil and gas 
in several interior Mesozoic rift basins 
of Yemen in the late of 1980s and in 
the early 1990s after the Yemeni unifi­
cation, spurred many oil companies to 
enter the exploration race and carry 
out detailed seismic surveys. This led 
to intensive explorations drilling in 
many areas. The Yemeni sector of the 
Rub al Khali Basin, the main subject 
of this paper, is one of those areas, 
which found some care in the past and 
attracts many oil companies in the 
present time.
Note (1): (a) Al-Ghawar oil field one 
of the world’s largest oil fields has 
been found in the Rub al Khali Basin. 

(b) Oil, which is exploited in that’s 
area is of excellent quality. (c) Oil 
Companies, which drilled exploration 
wells in the Yemeni sector of Rub al 
Khali basin (in Qinab, Hathout and 
Shahr area), had penetrated Paleozoic 
clastic reservoirs with core porosity 
ranging between 5% and 25%, 120 
md to 3200 md permeability and age 
from Middle Cambrian to Early 
Permian. (d) The Qusayba (lower 
Silurian) shales, which is the principal 
source rock for Paleozoic discoveries 
in Saudi Arabia is present in the above 
mentioned areas. (e) Much of the 
southern flank of the basin lies within 
northeastern Yemen, with the regional 
Paleozoic Hadramawt Arch forming 
the southern basin margin onto which 
all Paleozoic and Early Mesozoic sed­
imentary sequences pinch out. (f) 
Northward into the basin, the flank 
slopes gently but in a step-like manner 
and the sedimentary column thickness 
increases from about 2 km near the 
crest of the Hadramawt Arch to over 4 
km by the Yemeni-Saudi border.

2 . PERVIOUS ACTIVITIES:
According to Nedham Mohammed 
Darsi** division of the geological 
research history work in the Republic 
of Yemen can be classified to four 
stages (See Yemen Times Newspaper. 
Issue 2-January 10th through January 
16 2000, Vol. IX, Culture Page, Issue 
10 - March 6 through March 12 2000, 
Vol. X, Culture Page and Issue 15 - 
April 10 through April 16 2000, Vol. 
X, Culture Page). It is so clear now, 
that: 1. On the First Stage (The First 
Systematic Geological Observation 
Stage or Carter’s Stage), 1852-1901:

No kind of geological studies had 
been detected in the area.
1. On the Second Stage or the 
Hinterland Studies Stage, (1902- 
1946) and the Third Stage (The First 
Systematic more detailed 
Stratigraphic and Geological Studies 
Stage or Beydoun, Z.R.’s Stage, 
(1947-1967): Geological field investi­
gation, supplemented by photogeo­
logic and ground mapping covering 
the entire territory, were carried out by 
the Petroleum Concessions Ltd, one 
of the Iraq Petroleum Company asso­
ciated companies (IPC and Associated 
companies) between 1937 and 1960.
2. On The Third Stage (The First 
Systematic more detailed 

Stratigraphic and Geological Studies 
Stage or Beydoun, Z.R.’s Stage), 
1947-1967: Bunker, D.G. wrote about 
the southwest Borderlands of Rub al 
Khali, in 1953. From 1961 to early 
1967, Pan American International Oil 
Company through a subsidiary, Pan 
American Hadhramawt Oil Company 
(PAHOC) drilled four wells 
(Hoowarin, Tarfayt and Core Hole 88 
reached Precambrian basement and 
the forth was abandoned in the 
Cretaceous sediments).
3. The Fourth Stage or The Yemeni 
Geologists Stage (1968 - until 
Today):
3.1. It is known that, the Petroleum 
and Minerals Board (the PMB) was 
established, in 1970 in former South 
Yemen. During the period from 1970 
to 1973, the joint of former South 
Yemen-Algerian Petroleum Company 
(SYAPCO) drilled Taur-1 in 1974 and 
Taur-2 was commenced. In 1974, a 
group of experts from Cuba assumed 
the drilling operation from SYAPCO 
and with former PMB completed 
Taur-2, Taur-3 and drilled Thamud-1 
and Hathout-1. In September 1976, 
the functions of the PMB were broad­
ened and the Petroleum Exploration 
Board (the PED) was created (The 
Petroleum Exploration and 
Production Board, Aden Branch - As 
known now), led different activities 
on studying the geology of this area. 
As a result of their work on the 
Yemeni sector of Rub al Khali basin, 
wells as Taur-2, Taur-3 and Hathout-1 
was drilled. A group of the P.E.D.’s 
Engineers, Technician and workers, 
work hard on this area, and their work 
is highly appreciated. On Mar. 27 
1979, B. Kuzin and Mohammed 
Ba’abad made a Stratigraphic 
Correlation, for wells drilled in that 
area correlative with wells located in 
the adjacent area at that time.
Note (2): The Petroleum Exploration 
and Production Board (P.E.P.B.) - is 
responsible for all petroleum explo­
ration and related activities and is 
interested with the exploration for oil 
and gas in the Republic of Yemen on 
its own, or in association with foreign 
companies through production shar­
ing agreements. The P.E.P.B. has a 
professional staff and other adminis­
trative personnel.
3.2. Between 1975 and 1979, as a part 
of its assistance program, 
TechnoExport, the former Soviet 

Technical Assistance Organization, 
had recorded aeromagnetic surveys 
covering most of former South Yemen 
and also a gravity survey had been 
conducted over specific areas of inter­
est. CDP reflection and refraction 
seismic had been concentrated in the 
Yemeni sector of Rub al Khali basin 
and as a result of their work in the 
area, wells as Hathout-2 Shahr-1 were 
drilled in 1981-82.
Note (3): The field investigation had 
been augmented from time to time by 
Czechoslovakian and German techni­
cal personnel.
3.3. In the Yemeni sector of the Rub 
Al-Khali basin, first Bahad flower 
structure was detected from the seis­
mic interpretation and then later 
Qinab flower structure had detected 
from the seismic interpretation by Elf 
Acquitaine Petroleum B.V, during the 
first phase of exploration in their ex­
block 11, in 1989.

3. THE RUB AL-KHALI SAND 
DESERT:
The Rub al Khali sand desert or the 
Empty Quarter (as also known) is a 
huge region of sand covering about 
c.225, 000-sq. mi. (582,750 sq. km). It 
is one of the largest sand deserts in the 
world and the great desert of the 
Arabian Peninsula. Thdesert occupies 
much of the southern interior of the 
peninsula, from the highlands of the 
Nejd (to the north) to the plateaus of 
Hadhramawt (to the south); it slopes 
from an altitude of 3,300-ft (1,006 m) 

in the west to near sea level in the 
east. The sand dunes in the Rub al 
Khali sand desert rise to over 660 ft 
(200 m) in the southwest and mainly 
distributed in parallel to sub parallel 
ridges (called uruq), separated by nar­
row flat stretches of gravel, gypsum, 
or silt (shuquq). The trend of the 
southern border of the desert is east­
northeast, which is also roughly the 
trend of the dune ridges. Slip faces of 
the dunes are generally south, but 
some north-facing slip faces have 
been observed. Some migration of 
dunes takes place; however, the 
migration seems to be up by seasonal 
wind directions, so that migration in 
any specific direction is difficult to 
detect; there are salt marshes and pans 
in the southeast. Rub al Khali is con­
nected to the Nafud desert in the north 
by the Dahna, a narrow corridor, 800 
mi. (1,287 km) long. The desert com­
prises more than 25% of Saudi Arabia. 
It is extremely dry and virtually unin­
habited. Only the southernmost fringe 
of which reaches into the Republic of 
Yemen. A much smaller area is the 
Ramlat Sabatayn sand desert. It 
stretches eastward from the foothills 
in the north part of the Republic of 
Yemen and in Bayhan province, 
where it is some 100 kilometers wide, 
into the Hadhramawt drainage basin, 
occupying roughly the western exten­
sion of the Wadi Hadhramaut structur­
al trough. The dunes lose both height 
and lateral extent eastward, until they 
die out as low isolated patches of sand 
some five kilometers in width near 
Shibam in Wadi Hadhramaut. The 
Ramlat Sabatayn area is again one of 
dune ridges which, however, are less 
regular than those of the Rub al Khali 
with a trend roughly east-northeast in 

the west, are some 50 meters in the 
height, and are eastward and become 
irregular toward the east. Migration of 
the sand is largely offset by seasonal 
changes in the prevailing winds and 
by thermal disturbances.

4. THE YEMENI SECTOR OF 
THE RUB AL-KHALI BASIN:
Several depressions are superimposed 
on the Arabian Shelf and at one time 
for another have received thick 
deposits relative to adjacent parts of 
the platforms. Such basinal sags have 
formed in the northeastern Rub al 
Khali, northern Persian Gulf, 
Dibdibah, and Sirhan Turayf areas. 
Seismograph and structural drill work 
in the Rub al Khali Basin have out­
lined an elongate basin. Width of the 
basin is relatively uniform throughout 
its length, eraging about 300 km. It is 
known that the Yemeni sector of the 
Rub Al-Khali basin forms the south­
ern flank of this huge structural down­
warp, which originated in the early 
Paleozoic as intracratonic sag later in 
the Paleozoic. This feature is bounded 
on the north by the sand dunes of the 
Rub al Khali and on the south by the 
Ramlat Sabatayn sand desert. Much of 
the southern flank of the basin lies 
within northeastern Yemen, with the 
regional Paleozoic Hadramawt Arch 
forming the southern basin margin 
onto which all Paleozoic and Early 
Mesozoic sedimentary sequences 
pinch out. Northward into the basin, 
the flank slopes gently but in a step­
like manner and the sedimentary col­
umn thickness increases from abut 2 
km near the crest of the Hadramawt 
Arch to over 4 km by the Yemeni- 
Saudi border.

To be continued next issue

VACANCY
We are in urgent need of an executive 
secretary that is very strong in English. A 
very good salary will be paid. Please write 
to us at:

Griffin Ltd.
C/O the Chairman
P.O. Box 7292
Sana’a, Yemen
Fax: 967 1 268549

Yemen & Prospects of Joining WTO
Yemen Times Staff

T
he 20th century wit­
nessed a lot of events 
and achievements that 
still have great impact 
even in the 21st century. 

Among those outstanding develop­
ments was the signing of GATT and 
the establishment of the WTO in 
Marrakech, Morocco 1994. This 
event marked the end of the Uruguay 
Round which lasted 7 years. After the 
signing by 127 countries, the WTO 
became the institutional framework to 
facilitate commercial exchange 
among the member-states.
The third article in the Marrakech 
agreement to establish the WTO out­
lined the following duties:
1- Execution and administration of 
the duties outlined by the treaty and 
the multilateral commercial agree­
ments.
2- Organization of an assembly for 
the member-states to negotiate their 
trading relations.
3- Supervision of the execution of the 
understanding memorandum related 
to rules and legislation controlling 
disputes.
4- Cooperation with the World Bank 
to outline a balanced world economic 
policy.
Preparation for establishing the WTO 
commenced in the beginning of the 
1940s. It passed through a number of 
versions chief among which was the 
GATT.

WTO Objectives

1- Improving the living standards, 
income and production.
2- Achieving a proper usage of 
world resources.
3- Protection of the environment. 
4- Increasing shares of the devel­
oping countries.

Yemen: to join the WTO or not? 
Whether to join WTO or not, has 
sometimes been discussed super­
ficially. Questions on this issue 
should concentrate on the pros 
and cons of joining the WTO with 
a weak economy. Some econo­
mists have been against Yemen’s 
joining it without studying the 
circumstances arising out of glob­
alization. Others call for acceler­
ating the decision to join the 
organization without much con­
sideration of the consequences 
that may affect our economy, 
although it may pose a threat to 
our local products in a competi­
tive market.
To be more precise and objective, 
we have to realize that it is diffi­
cult to remain outside the ring. 
We have to take into considera­
tion that about 80% of the world’s 
trading exchange is finalized 
within the framework of the 
organization. Therefore, we have 
to keep pace with the whole world 
while at the same time trying to 
avoid the negative impact of join­
ing the WTO. We have, however, 
to take full advantage of the priv­
ileges available to the developing 
countries.



July 17th, 2000 7
As Al-Misrakh Suffers from a Military Offensive

BUT...WILL AL-JABRI RESTORE HIS RIGHT?
Imad Al-Saqqaf, 

Taiz Bureau chief 
Yemen Times

I
t all began with a plot of land 
owned by the Jabri Family who 
possesses all legal documents 
to prove their ownership. It is 
located beside the Air Defense

Camp in Al-Misrakh District, Taiz 
Province.

Two years ago, the owner, Abdul Wali 
Al-Jabri decided to carry out construc­
tion work on his plot of land. 
Simultaneously the Commander of Air 
Defense decided to forcibly seize it. 
As a result clashes took place between 
Al-Jabri Family and Air Defense per­
sonnel. Jabri’s nephew was killed.

Since then, Al-Jabri became an 
avenger of his nephew’s blood and a 
visitor of courts demanding restoration 
of his plot of land. A month ago, when 
he failed in all his attempts to secure 
his rights, he kidnapped the General 
Staff of the Air Defense. He took the 
abducted military officer to Jabel Sabir 
in Al-Misrakh district. As a result of 
the efforts of reconciliation by the 
Commander of Air Forces, Brigadier 
General, Muhammed Saleh Al-Ahmer, 
it was agreed to release the kidnapped 
officer against payment of Al-Jabri 
“blood money” (compensation) and

return his plot of land to him. Soon

after freeing the officer, Al- 
Misrakh citizens were surprised 
to see a convoy of twenty armed 
vehicles and a large number of 
soldiers in Al-Matali village — 
Al-Jabri’s birth place in Al- 
Misrakh district. The military 
vehicle took positions along the 
road leading to the village while 
a tank bombarded the village 
from Mafraq Njd Qaseem 
demanding the surrender of Al- 
Jabri, on charges of kidnapping 
the General Staff.

After the arrival of contingent

of Armed Forces 
in the area, women 
and children fled 
the village and 
took shelter on the 
mountains and 
neighboring vil­
lages. The Army 
personnel robbed 
the residents’ 
abandoned houses 
and ransacked the 
village. They 
remained stationed 
there until Al- 
Jabri surrendered. 
Meanwhile the 

artillery and machine guns continued 
raiding the houses. The village

remained under military siege for

seven days while some shaikhs began 
efforts for mediations to hand-over Al- 
Jabri provided that the problem is 
solved within the framework of tribal 
norms without going through the secu­
rity apparatus or court.

On Monday, July 10, Al-Jabri surren­
dered to the area shaikhs who betrayed 
him and handed him over to the 
Criminal Investigation, Taiz. On the 
same day, a responsible source at the 
Ministry of Interior said that Al-Jabri, 
charged of being responsible for Al- 
Misrakh incidents ,will be brought 
before the court.

The next day, that is on Tuesday, some 
heavy and medium Armed Forces

vehicles began to with­
draw from the village 
while some remained 
there.

On Wednesday, July 
12, while the “Yemen 
Times” correspondent 
was following up the 
victims of Mauwiya, 
some people from Al- 
Misrakh arrived carry­
ing a 12-year-old boy 
with a bullet injury on 
his head. They said the 
bullet was fired by the 

soldiers stationed in the village. 
The boy eventually died.

From Al-Misrakh district our cor­
respondent reached Al-Matali vil­
lage. Houses here are built on hill 
tops. Villagers work in farms 
and sell qat which is considered 
to be the main source of their 
income. The level of education, 
particularly among girls, is very 
low although there is a secondary 
school holding 600 students. 
Despite the un-even road leading 
to the village and its location on 
mountain-top, Al-Matali has elec­
tricity. The credit for electricity 
supply goes to Dr. Abdul Wahab 
Mahmood, a native of Al-Matali, 
who was a former minister of 
electricity.

“ On arrival we observed the presence 
of soldiers and three military vehicles 
with machine guns at the entrance of 
the village while other soldiers were 
stationed on the mountain overlooking 
the village,” our correspondent said. 
He added : “ My mission seemed diffi­
cult in view of the presence of soldiers 
scattered here and there terrorizing the 
villagers. Thanks to the cooperation of 
the village youths, I was able to reach 
Al-Jabri’s residence........and why not?
The doors were wide open with win­
dows broken and nothing left in the 
house. The owner of this house had

surrendered himself to the Security 
authorities. His wife and four children 
had left the village leaving behind the 
belongings as a booty for the soldiers. 
Among those who fled the village 
were also the Jerbri brothers: Abdul 
Wahab, Saif, Hazza, Abdul Wahed and 
Abdulla, with their wives and chil­
dren.”

Our correspondent went on to say:- 
“Then we moved to the damaged and 
ransacked houses. Only one house was 
in shambles. Its owner---------------
said that his family mem­
bers and he were not at 
home at the time of bom­
bardment; but now he 
sleeps with his nine chil­
dren in a tent erected close 
to his house.”

Our correspondent also 
saw ten other houses 
which were partly dam­
aged. The people whom 
he met told him that they 
had left the village a week 
ago keeping the doors 
open for the soldiers to 
steal their belongings and 
damage their qat farms: 
their only source of liveli­
hood.

“ The village youths were 
found to be indignant 
against the presence of the 
soldiers and the State as 
well as the security 
machinery’s which 
besieged the village with

cruel hands. These 
youths’ magnitude 
of anger could be 
seen from some of 
the banners hoisted 
on the walls and 
water tanks. One 
such banner read: 
“Al-Jabri’s cause is 
the cause of all sons 
of Al-Misrakh and 
Taiz.”

In all, Al-Jabri’s 
encounter with the 
security authorities 

is not the first; but it won’t be the last 
in as far as citizens’ disputes with mil­
itary men are concerned. They deal 
with them arbitrarily and arrogantly. 
Instead of solving their problems, they 
complicate them. They terrorize the 
peaceful citizens and plunder their 
houses. It is recalled that MP Al- 
Sami’ee’s was the first case. Today, Al- 
Jabri’s is second. Tomorrow we expect 
a third as long as security men contin­
ue such barbaric practices.

For Rent
New, 2- story villa, partially furnished, De-lux
Finishes available for rent.
Location: Diplomatic Zone , SANA'A
Layout: Basement, 6 Rooms, 2 halls, 1 Big 
Kitchen, 4 bathrooms, bathroom, a separate room 
for the servant with its bathroom.
....Two telephone lines, TV Satellite Channels.
Rent: negotiable.
Contact: Mr. abdul-wahab Al-Amrani, 

Tel. 415489- Mobile: 7908816

New Facts and Developments 
in the Mohammed Adam’s Case

R
eliable sources told the 
Yemen Times that the 
German report indicated 
that the date of Zainab’s 
death goes back to three 

months after her disappearance. Same 
sources added that that would lead to 
new turns in the case of the Mohammed 
Adam and that investigations were con­
ducted to bring to light different persons 
who were suspected to be involved with 
Adam in these crimes.
Informed sources do confirm that there 
is a possibility that these crimes were 
committed outside the morgue of the 
faculty and that there were some other 
kidnapping incidents that had happened 
inside the university even before the dis­
appearance of Zainab.
Steps are taken to transfer some body 
parts and bones that were listed in the 
morgue of the Faculty to Germany so as 
to make some tests in accordance with a 
decision passed by the judge of Bani

Hareth Court, Ali Al-Aslami. These 
bones are expected to be transferred to 
Germany this week.
Laboratory test’s results indicate that 
there is a difference between the disap-

pearance of these girls and their 
murders which may lead to new 
turns in the course of the case. This 
will support the involvement of a 
prostitution net in the Faculty.
Bani Hareth has adjourned the ses­
sions to the 5th August, 2000 when 
the German experts finish their final 
report.
Sources told YT that an armed 
group attacked last Wednesday 
evening the Criminal Investigation 
Office in Sana’a. Soldiers and the 
attackers who were borne in four 
cars exchanged fire for almost an 
hour.
Informed sources maintained that 
the attackers opened fire on the car 
of the CIO’s manager when it was 
leaving the office. Serious damage 
has been caused to the office and the 
car.
Other sources maintained that the 
attackers may belong to Hamdan 
tribe which threatened to take

revenge on the manager as he released 
Adam and gave him an official docu­
ment proving that he was innocent when 
he first entered the CIO.

Marketing Manager
We are one of the largest Producers of Ghee, Edible Oil, Detergents and Toilet Soaps. To 

strengthen our brands we are looking for high caliber Marketing Professional who can effectively 
develop Brand Strategies, Innovative Promotions and advertising. Preference will be given to a 
person with strong fundamentals, good leadership qualities and communication skills. Person 
should be self-starter and self-motivated and able to develop original ideas/concepts and formulate 
creative proposals.

It is necessary that he should have a professional Degree in marketing from a reputed overseas 
university and at least 5 years experience in FMCG in a highly competitive and open market with at 
least independent charge of a major brand.

This is a Top level appointment in one of the largest companies. Salaries and perquisites will be 
the best in industry with excellent growth prospects.

Suitable candidates should send their CV’s by email/fax at the following address:

Email: hisham@ycgsi.com Fax:967-4-212338

mailto:hisham@ycgsi.com
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Words of Wisdom
“It is important that a national plan of action be 
developed to help provide for the summer needs of 
half of the population. It is not a matter of 
resources, it is a matter of vision, desire to do 
something and commitment.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
BY WALID A. AL-SAQQAF

Time to Interfere

A
nger, frustration, outrage, and disappointment. 
All these were felt by journalists everywhere at 
once after the imprisonment of Al-Yusufi, Chief 
Editor of Al-Thaqafia newspaper for publishing 
the 25-year old story, whose writer died more

than 20 years ago.
The verdict raised a lot of concern about the true dimensions of 
curtailment of press freedom in Yemen. Several world wide 
organizations condemned this verdict, which in itself was a 
shameful episode in the press sector in Yemen.
Not all responses were negative in relation to this issue. The 
Minister of Information, Al-Akwa’a deserved to be thanked for 
his courageous stand beside the newspaper and its editor in one 
of the most brutal attacks against an editor ever heard of. The 
preachers in mosques however, infuriated ever his release, and 
insulted the Minister for his supportive stand to the imprisoned 
editor, as he ordered his release from prison. “We condemn Al- 
Yusufi, and all of whom support or stand by him,” said one of 
the preachers. The minister’s firm stand for Al-Yusufi, and his 
threat to submit his resignation in case Al-Yusufi was not 
released evoked respect and appreciation from journalists in 
Yemen and global level. We, the journalists, do need such 
strong stance from the government. This vindicate our stand 
and motivates us further, and gives us a push towards working 
harder with courage and without fear. We, journalists, and the 
ministry, are all in the same boat. We all work in the informa­
tion sector. Our goal is to provide information and deliver it 
accurately. Our solidarity would definitely be a source of 
strength for all of us, not only for the journalists.
In the mean time, I believe that it is high time the President 
himself interfered. He should stop this unjustified campaign 
against Al-Yusufi in mosques, and other Islamic institutions. He 
did not publish something new. He published a story written 25 
years ago entitled “Sanaa, an Open City” by author Mohamed 
Abdulwali, who died in 1980. The story was even broadcast as 
a series in the state-run radio channel. Journalists and lawyers 
everywhere were disgusted with the action of putting Al-Yusufi 
on trial, and in prison for something he didn’t write.
Ridiculous is ridiculous, and it is about time that President 
Saleh stood against these campaigns, and showed that Yemen 
cannot be dragged back from the road of democracy, and free­
dom of press. Protests have come from regional organizations, 
such as the Cairo-based Arab Journalist General Union, and 
from international spheres such as by the New York-based 
Journalists Protecting Committee. All of the voices are con­
demning this action, which resulted in the defiling of the repu­
tation of Yemen as a country on its way to consolidate a demo­
cratic system.
It is in the hands of the president to stop this mess form contin­
uing and I believe he will do the right thing.

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

The Troubled Nation of Islam
A

nytime one turns 
on the television, 
or opens up the 
newspaper for the 
latest news, more 

than likely, one will find half the 
world’s trouble spots to be either 
in Moslem countries or in coun­
tries where Moslems comprise a 
sizeable segment of the popula­
tion. By trouble spots, the impli­
cation is that the situation there 
has reached a stage of bloodshed 
or persistent violence, wide­
spread suffering, and death. The 
victims are most likely to be 
civilian. There is certainly a well 
plot against Islam with interna­
tional overtones and certainly 
clandestine conspiracy aggravat­
ing most of the troubles of 
Islamic nations as one can notice 
a strange uniformity to the char­
acter and dogma preached by the 
leaders in these conspicuous 
activities. It would be easy for 
Moslems to say that it is the “ene­
mies” of Islam in their Zionist or 
Masonic manifestations or that 
the anti-Moslem campaigns have 
really not ended yet, and these 
“enemies will stop at nothing, 
until they see Islam wiped out of 
the world”. However, if 
Moslems expect to have an easy 
life by simply having entered the 
fold of the faithful, they are truly 
mistaken. As truly God-fearing 
people, as the Al-Mighty would 
like us to be, should Moslems be 
satisfied by excusing themselves 
from the responsibility for their 
plight and their sad and almost 
pathetic state, after the Lord him­
self has endowed the Nations of 
Islam with certain attributes, 
which they apparently fail to take 
account of?
Great is the gift of being among 
the faithful, whether by fate or 
persuasion. This indeed is a great 
gift, which should never be taken 
so lightly, and which should not 
be compromised with any other 

form of affiliation or identity. It 
means that we are a part of those 
who have been entrusted to keep 
the faith alive and to protect it 
from all corruptions and univer­
sal efforts out to destroy it.
The Moslem World is a rich 
blend of natural physical 
resources, with unlimited eco­
nomic potential and international 
leverage of profound magnitude, 
that has yet to be channeled cor­
rectly in service of the defense of 
the faith and the interests of the 
Moslems throughout the world. 
The Moslem World is endowed 
with a very rich diversity of cul­
ture and heritage, that can easily 
become solid grounds for mas­
tery of the world in the fields of 
literature, science and the arts in 
all their manifestations. The 
fields are infinite and enriching 
by any measure of wealth. All it 
needs to ignite it is a greater 
appreciation of the real brother­
hood among Moslems, which 
Islam truly teaches and demands 
to be the rule, rather than the 
exception. Again, a look towards 
Islam confirms it as the natural 
pillar of affinity and nationhood 
Of course, one can go on and on 
to describe the bounties that God 
has truly directed towards His 
believers, but the above should 
suffice to indicate that the 
Moslems truly have enough to 
make a great nation, indivisible 
under God with liberty and jus­
tice for all, if we may borrow 
from our American friends, some 
of their patriotic acclaim.
A close self-scrutiny of the 
Moslem World does not show 
much to be truly proud of as a 
nation. Of course, Moslems must 
first recognize that they are in 
their present pitiful state, not 
because of Islam, but because 
they, and especially their rulers, 
have forgotten what being 
Moslem is truly all about! 
Perhaps, the non-debatable fact is 

that the perennial source of the all 
the problems of the Moslems has 
been and will always be that they 
are prone to forgetting them­
selves. Time and again, over the 
centuries from the time that the 
Prophet Mohammed (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) 
completed the delivery of his 
Graceful mission in word and in 
deed, Moslems have seen the 
consequences of what happens 
when Moslems take on more 
mundane postures, forgetting 
their true mission and their 
pledge to their Lord, for the great 
gift of Islam, which they have 
been so fortunate to be enlight­
ened to. The results have been 
catastrophic and brutal: Southern 
Italy, Southern France, Sicily, 
Spain, India, the Philippines and 
more recently the unforgivable 
loss of Palestine. These are just a 
few of the tragic losses of hereto­
fore Moslem lands, with Moslem 
majorities that have literally been 
wiped out of existence, except for 
a few ruins that are used by the 
barbaric successors to the 
Moslems, as tourist sites, after 
having destroyed most of the 
remains of a rich Islamic pres­
ence, which coexisted with other 
ethnic affiliations in a classic 
example of tolerance and social 
justice.
Perhaps, “forgetting themselves”, 
may seem to be a simple conclu­
sion to draw, but for truly faithful 
Moslems it has serious and sad 
implications, which ultimately 
become tragic. Moreover, from a 
theological standpoint, “forget­
ting ourselves” has profound 
implications that are worthy of 
serious contemplation as they 
touch on the borders of the true 
faith of the believers in Allah, 
with all the conscientiousness 
and conscience that should paral­
lel this faith and drive it in full 
gear. This may seem to many to 
be bizarre and very taxing on the 

mind, but one never ceases to 
wonder at finding that many sim­
ple Moslems at the grassroots 
level who see this better than any 
of their arrogant and misguided 
elites, political, social and cultur­
al. Faith, in Islam, is the essence 
of the creed, and faith would not 
be faith, as the Al-Mighty would 
expect it from the believer; If it 
did not have the appropriate 
metaphysical control and guid­
ance mechanisms within the 
Moslem scriptures that give faith 
and becomes an inseparable bond 
embodying the real meaning of 
life, providing a cause to live for 
and be willing to find in death a 
crowning glory, because, simply 
put, one has given faith the best 
that one could. What more can 
one give to a cause than a strong 
belief that is more than one’s life. 
Faith entails willingness to sacri­
fice a lot for the sake of the Al- 
Mighty for all His kindness and 
mercy and for including us 
among the fold of the faithful. If 
Moslems cannot think like that 
than they have, indeed, forgotten 
themselves and became sub­
merged in the worthless world of 
the mundane, leaving the glory 
and ecstasy to be taken on by oth­
ers later on. We have seen it 
before, and it appears we are see­
ing it now. How many Moslems 
can truly feel content that their 
faith in Allah is anywhere near 
the faith that the Prophet 
Mohammed worked so painstak­
ingly n and successfully to instill 
within his disciples: the faith of 
conscientiousness and conscience 
and reason, a total submission to 
the truth even if one’s interests 
are at stake; even if one’s soul is 
pledged as a fair bargain for full 
spiritual fulfillment, the crown­
ing experience to a fulfilled life 
knowingly and persuasively? 
This is the dividing line between 
true believers and followers, 
between free men and those who 

prefer to take on disguised identi­
ties, pretenders, who play roles 
that are misconstrued to be a part 
of the faith, when, in fact they are 
driven by selfish motivates and 
misguided dogmas, what the 
Koran rightly calls “the blindness 
of the heart”
Yet, God’s will will prevail in the 
end. There is no question about 
that in the true believer’s mind. It 
is just a matter of time God’s 
scale of time. But alas, since God 
has endowed the faithful with 
much they can work with, there is 
a purpose to this; If the workings 
of faith were at their optimal best 
among the faithful: a universal 
connotation is to humanity that 
goes beyond the five daily 
prayers and all the ceremonial 
rites, which should only be taken 
as serving to reinforce the 
essence of faith, rather than tak­
ing the place of faith itself, as the 
soul and fabric of the creed, 
which God expects the faithful to 
convey to Him and to their 
brethren in the faith, no matter 
what sectorial denomination they 
follow, for the essence of faith is 
there among all of them and the 
spirit of brotherhood among all of 
them is that element of Islam that 
needs to be heavily worked on to 
remove much of the internal dif­
ficulties among Moslems, from 
borders to water rights, to eco­
nomic interaction etc. So, 
Moslems everywhere, must start 
to ponder this question seriously, 
because the danger is getting 
closer to home: How truly have 
we been in line with our early 
predecessors who took the faith 
to such wide horizons? Is it right 
that Moslem should start their 
renaissance by first of all refusing 
to recognize their own Oneness, 
and sanctioning the blood of their 
own kind, let alone the blood of 
non-Moslems? It has happened 
before, and the climax is not 
strange news to anyone. It is hap­
pening now and the Moslems are 
as helpless as a lamb waiting for 
the butcher’s knife to slit his 
throat. “God does not bring 
change to a people, unless they 
bring change themselves.

Under the Motto “The Right to Respond”

Eritrean Embassy Responds
As part of our venture to give every­
one a chance to express their opin­
ion, this week we give the chance to 
the Eritrean Embassy to respond to 
His Excellency Ethiopian 
Ambassador’s letter published two 
weeks ago on this very page.

“I
n its issue No. 27, 
dated 3/7/2000, your 
esteemed newspaper, 
the Yemen Times, pub­
lished the response of

the Ethiopian Embassy in Sana’a to an 
article written by Mr. Hassan Al-Haifi 
entitled “On Neighborly Relations on 
the Banks of the Red Sea” published

on the same paper in its issue of 
19/06/00, in which Mr. Hassan placed 
the responsibility for the war that has 
continued for the last two years equal­
ly upon the leaders of both Ethiopia 
and Eritrea. The Eritrean Embassy 
would like to bring the following 
points to the attention of Mr. Hassan 
and his readers to help them better 
understand the backgrounds of the 
conflict before making any drastic 
assessments.
In 1997, the Ethiopian Government 
requested permission from the 
Eritrean Government to allow its 
troops to enter Eritrean areas in pursuit 
of Ethiopian opposition groups who

Ethiopia said had 
escaped inside Eritrea. 
In light of the corrobo­
rative relations that 
existed between the 
two governments 
before the war, 
Ethiopian troops were 
allowed into Eritrea. 
However, what they 
actually did had noth­
ing to do with their 
Government’s initial 
request. In the first 
week of August 1997, 
they occupied the 
Eritrean village of Adi- 
Murug, expelled all the 
Eritrean residents of 
the area and destroyed 
all the Eritrean admin­
istrative structures in 
the area, declaring it 
part of the Ethiopian 
Tigray Administrative 
Zone.
Following this inci­
dent, President Isaias 
Afwerki wrote a letter 
dated 16/08/97 to the 
Ethiopian Prime 
Minister, Mr. Meles 

Zenawi, requesting him to take the 
necessary measures to correct the mis­
take committed by the Ethiopian 
troops in Adi-Murug. Nothing 
changed as the Eritrean Government 
waited for a positive reaction from the 
Prime Minister. On 12/08/97, 
President Isaias was compelled to 
write to the Ethiopian Prime Minister 
again repeating the same request. The 
Ethiopian Prime Minister responded 
by promising the President that he 
would indeed take all the necessary 
measures to correct the mistake. Look 
what the Prime Minister’s “necessary 
measures to correct the mistake” 
turned out to be.
The situation in the village completely 
deteriorated as Ethiopia attempted to 
create a status quo on the ground. On 
08/11/97, a new map of the Ethiopian 
Tigray Administration in Mekele, 
incorporating huge areas of sovereign 
Eritrean territories including Adi- 
Murug itself. Consequently, the 
Authorities of the Tigray 
Administrative Zone and the 
Ethiopian army intensified their 
attempts to materialize their new map 
on the ground and set out expelling 
Eritrean citizens from several villages 
near the common border of the two 
countries, especially those around the 
southwestern Eritrean town of 
Baduma under the pretext that those 
villages belonged to Ethiopia accord­
ing to their new map.
At this point, the Eritrean government 
tried to solve the dispute peacefully by 
proposing that a Joint Border 
Committee between the two countries 
be set up to seek the settlement of the 
dispute on the basis of internationally 
recognized colonial treaties. Although, 
the Ethiopian Government verbally 
seemed to accept the Eritrean propos­
al, it continued to procrastinate setting 
a date for the committee to meet. All 
the while, its army continued to occu­

py additional Eritrean territories by 
force and to expel Eritrean citizens 
from their homes and to replace them 
by new arrivals of Tigrayans brought 
from across the border in an attempt to 
create facts on the ground.
These developments reached a point 
of explosion on 06/05/98 when 
Ethiopian troops opened fire, in an 
unprovoked attack, on a group of 
Eritrean army officers who were on 
their way to meet their Ethiopian 
Military counterparts around the 
Eritrean town of Baduma to negotiate 
a peaceful end to the encroachments. 
Four of the Eritrean officers were 
killed. In an unexpected escalation, 
the Ethiopian Government sent the 
bulk of its troops to the common bor­
der of the two countries and on 
13/05/98 its parliament declared war 
on Eritrea.
All of these developments as well as 
the subsequent Ethiopian behavior 
during the last two years of negotia­
tions and the re-escalation of fighting 
verify without any doubt that the 
Ethiopian provocation have been a 
premeditated plan having nothing to 
do with a border dispute. This fact had 
repeatedly been declared to the public 
by the leaders of the Ethiopian 
Government in their interviews and 
statements to the media. They have 
shown no shame in declaring publicly 
that their objective is not to correct 
any ills that have been committed but 
to solely destroy the Eritrean Army, 
overthrow the Government and subju­
gate a sovereign country and its peo­
ple.
It is only the obsessive expansionist 
mentality of the Ethiopian 
Government that may explain the 
rationale behind Ethiopia’s invasion of 
Eritrea all the while falsely claiming to 
commit itself to a peaceful settlement 
to the conflict. When in fact, it came 
time to sign the three documents of the 
peace agreement that it already accept­
ed verbally, the Ethiopian government 
stalled and instead began another 
heavy offensive against the State of 
Eritrea, invading and destroying sov­
ereign territory and at the same time 

expelling and killing its people.
Eritrea has accepted all the proposals 
presented by the OAU, namely the 
Framework Agreement, the Modalities 
for Implementation and the Technical 
Arrangements at face value, with no 
preconditions at all. Eritrea did so for 
no other consideration than to avoid 
the risk of additional bloodshed that 
loomed upon the two brotherly people 
of Ethiopia and Eritrea as a result of

the policy of state vandalism propa­
gated by the TPLF leaders in Ethiopia. 
It has been the challenge of the 
Eritrean people and its defense forces 
by aborting Ethiopia’s expansionist 
dreams that has forced the Ethiopian 
Government to come back to the nego­
tiating table

Embassy of the State of Eritrea 
Sana’a. 08-07-2000
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DO WE ACTUALLY NEED SUCH 
A PARLIAMENT?

Jalal Al-Shara’abi

What did the previous parliament 
achieve? What has the present parlia­
ment, scheduled to expire next year, 
achieved so far?
The answer is pretty discouraging. 
Yet, what is more discouraging is the 
fact that the parliament does in no 
way deserve to be called democratic. 
It has been no more than an expres­
sion and embodiment of hegemony 
by certain social groups that dominat­
ed partisan and political life.
The Sheikh is still the absolute master 
controlling people and their proper­
ties. You are even subject to eviction 
from your land any time he wishes. 
And he has the power to expropriate 
harvest of your land. You are still 
merely a tenant subject to eviction 
any time if you disobey his orders. 
You are lucky if you are not locked 
up in his private jail. Ironically, he is 
the same sheikh who had benefited 
from democracy and chose to be part 
of a more powerful political party to 
continue serving his own interests.
The parliament is viewed as some 
sort of a stigma in the so-called 
democracy of our country. The parlia­
ment has not been selected in a truly 
democratic manner. In their discus­
sions, the members do not often 
assume any democratic criteria but 
rather behave, in a way just to please 
their masters.
About a third of the MPs are inca- 

pable of reading and writing. The 
remainder of them are on committees 
with which they have nothing to do. 
Little wonder that their discussions 
are always away from the main spirit 
of the subject at hand.
They blindly fight tooth and nail to 
support the stands of their parties dis­
regarding credibility. Their main con­
cerns are to obtain allowances and 
pursue their relatives’ files applying 
for recruitment in government jobs.
Do we really need a parliament 
whose members fight to speak first 
even before reading the articles pre­
sented for discussions? Is there a 
need for a parliament whose main job 
is endorsing decisions passed by the 
cabinet?
Our parliament is the last to know 
what is going on outside the beautiful 
building of the parliament.
Instead of joining hands to work for 
the people, the members busy them­
selves exchanging invectives.
Issues are discussed to be endorsed 
by the needed majority and despite 
all, people still suffer from errors of 
their judgment for electing wrong 
individuals as their representatives.
Some members, if have the power, 
would strongly object to what is 
going on in the parliament. However, 
they cannot escape blame for being 
inactive because, thereby, they are 
betraying the people who elected 
them to ventilate their legitimate 
grievances.

%25c2%25a9yementimes.com
http://www.yementimes.com
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Aggressive Blasphemy Campaign 

Against Al-Yusufi and its Chief Editor
M

osques’ preachers 
and some newspa­
pers affiliated to 
Islah Congregation 
for Reform launched 

an aggressive campaign against Samir 
Rasahad Al-Yusufi, chief editor of Al- 
Thakafiah, for publishing some parts 
from Mohammed Abdulwali’s novel 
“Sana’a, an Open City”. It was said 
that it contained some offensive 
expressions abusing God.
Mr. Al-Yusufi has been tried for three 
times in the West Secretariat Court. In 
the first hearing, a verdict was passed 
to detain Al-Yusufi. However, he was 
released on bail. On the third session, a 
verdict was passed to detain Al-Yusufi 
for the second time. He was detained 
for two hours. His lawyer Abdulaziz 
Al-Baghdadi and Mr. Ibrahim 
Abdulhabib, general manager of the 
Press Affairs in the Ministry of 
Information, supported 
him.
The court released Mr. 
Al-Yusufi after the 
interference of high 
ranking sources who 
passed orders to release 
him. 
Al-Yusufi’s detention 
coincided with a regu­
lar meeting of the 
Cabinet last Tuesday in 
which Mr.
Abdulrahman Al-
Akwa’a, Minister of 
Information, threatened 
to resign from the gov­
ernment as a sign of 
protest against the vio­
lations of Al-Thakafiah 
chief editor’s rights, 
Mr. Samir Rashad Al-
Yusufi. The government authorized the 
Minister of Justice to liaise with the 
judicial authorities so as to release Mr. 
Al-Yusufi.
On the other hand, some people 
including sheikh Omar Ahmad Saif, 
Mufti of the PGC, filed a case against 
Al-Yusufi and the author of the novel. 
Later, the Press and Publication 
Prosecution filed a case too. Mr. Al- 
Akwa’a had already tried to settle the 
dispute as the issue is related to a very

critical matter in the Yemeni society. 
He proposed that Mr. Al-Yusufi be 
asked to publish an apology in the 
newspaper for what has been misun­
derstood as an insulting remark against 
the Al-Mighty which should mark the 

conclusion of the 
case. Mr. Al- 
Yusufi acceded to 
that and for two 
consecutive issues 
apologies were 
published in the 
newspaper. 
However, the pros­
ecution went on 
despite the proce­
dures done and 
subjected him to 
trial.
Al-Yusufi’s issue 
has attracted a 
wide range of 
internal and exter­
nal media atten­
tion. Yemen Times 
has received 
numerous calls

from different international media 
agencies, inquiring about Al-Yusufi’s 
case due to the serious charges levelled 
against Al-Yusufi. The first is using 
offensive language against the 
al Mighty; the second is to 
publish some articles criticiz­
ing some social dignitaries. 
The West Secretariat Court 
passed a decision last Sunday 
not to publish the procedures 
of the courts’ sessions in the

local newspapers or through the core­
spondents of foreign news agents as a 
precautionary measure to decrease the 
negative responses that may have an 
impact on the deliberations of the case. 
Yemeni Journalist Syndicate consid­
ered this decision as a violation of the 
constitution.
The PPP presented in Tuesday's ses­
sion the charge report against Al-Nass 
and Al-Ahya Al-Arabi newspapers as 
they published opinion articles about 
the case. This has created a big fuss 
about the decision of the court. Yemen 
Times contacted a legal source who 
stated that the ban was related to the 
procedures of the trials and not to 
opinion articles.
On the other hand, YJS organized a 
strike beginning from last Monday to 
express solidarity with Al-Yusufi. The 
strike was attended by a good number 
of journalists, writers, lawyers, politi­
cians from all parties. In the Solidarity 
Ceremony, Mr. Al-Yusufi delivered a 
speech in which he expressed his high 
appreciation for all those who stood by 
him. He asserted that the novel should 
be understood within the context of its 
publication. He said that Al-Thakafiah 
published the novel in a way to cele­
brate the great literary figures that

Yemen is
famous for,
adding that
Abdullah 
Albaradoni was 
one of those 
whose works 
were also pub­
lished in the 
newspaper.
Many writers 
and analysts 
considered the 
recent aggres­
sive campaigns 
as terrorism 
against thought, 

aiming at decreasing the scope of free­
dom of expression. Other writers 
believe that they are politically moti­
vated.
Noone can say for certain the course 
the court sessions are going to take. 
However, it seems that all the 
mosques’ preachers are insistent on 
intensifying their campaign against the 
novel and the chief editor of the news­
paper. Some Yemeni scholars includ­
ing sheikh Omar Ahmad Saif; 
Abdulmajid Al-Zindani and 
Abdulwahab Al-Dailami made a report 
in which they asked for stopping the 
newspaper and submitting Al-Yusufi to 
trial. Besides, there are campaigns 
launched by supporters of Islah to col­
lect the people’s signatures as a sign of 
protest. They demanded trial of Al- 
Yusufi.
Disputes over the novel were sparked 
of after a telephone call made by Al- 
Yadomi, secretary general of Islah to 
Al-Yusufi in which he threatened to 
close the newspaper.
Mohammed Abdulwali is considered 
to be one of the great Yemeni literary 
figures of the 1960s. He along with a 
few politicians was killed in a premed­
itated plane crash in Aden.

Sheikh Al-Zindani Mohamed Al-Yadumi Sheikh Omar Ahmed Seif

The Love Song of Mr. Jubeiry 
(Part II)

I am not tired, undone and dead.
Twenty three years old-waiting for a pass- 
In search of a Saudi diamond merchant. 
He tosses grand numbers-two three four past one. 
Terminal number open, fifth my fate! The horoscope. 
Look! He chews Qat with smoke and water, Heaver 
up.
His body shivers and moves to do in. 
Leaning into her make-up mirror,

She kisses her own reflection, heart beats like Libidinous Tom, Tom.
Morning at 10 o'clock, she does not wake up.
Past does not come, only the Present does.
No. No Anan! The wheel has turned on.
We are here and nowhere. Darkness settles down.
The fish merchant from Hadramout called in-
3 o’clock. Three dogs bark at him.
His teeth cling and collide, ready to return.
Foul smell in gutters down,
At seven Mohammed will keep him, the root is lost. She is free.
Strong killing custom,
Pulling out of center the present times.
The white can not undo. They are kidnapped and killed here.
Then once you were in Saudia. Remember the worst that happened.
But again you say you would go there never to return.
If you missed one of these men-your head down.
Back home, the reality around.
Not the similarities, contrasts will solve.
Shall we then go up the Manali hills in Himalayas-
Where the Pandawas rested, the only Heaven on earth?
And I would fix flowers white, red and pink in your hair.
In round shape rainbow. The full moon dances in the valley down, 
I will blow my flute to mix music that charms.
Method in love all false and hollow. She does not change,
The more I suppress, the stronger it becomes. Anan now a distant dream!
Rebirth is the best for our union, In appearance it really is.
But this time our minds marry.
Out of cage the parrot jumps across seven cards.
The one foretells our future. She weeps to find-
That I made this house and he will live in.
Gurudev! Gurudev! Don’t take me up there.
Its all light. My eyes don’t see.
She waits for me down.

Shantih Shantih Shantih

Dr. Anil K. Sharma.
Associate professor of English
Faculty of Education, Arhab, Sana’a

Continued from Page 3:

Yemen Times Interviews Samir Al-Yusufi
Q: Where does Mr. Samir find himself now?
A: I find myself alone, all harassing me. Some think I work for the sake of a particular side and 
some say I seek new fame. And some see that I have actually wanted to publish such these to 
insult God, therefore I find myself alone now.

Q: How do you evaluate the stance of YJS and other media organizations?
A: I am very pleased with the stand of the Arab Journalists Unions which dealt with my issue 
as a journalist disregarding my political affiliation.
Closure of Al-Thaqafiah will be repeated in case of other newspapers. Unfortunately, some 
organizations deal with the issue in double standards despite the fact that I have not done some­
thing wrong by publishing a novel which had been authorized by the Ministry of Information 
and is available in bookshops.

Q: Does it mean that you have been wronged for something you have nothing to do with?
A: It is a pity to say that the newspaper has left its doors wide open for its enemies. We were 
thought be one of to them and, I myself was thought to be one of those extremists. I thought that 
they would stand by us should we need them. They were supposed to defend the freedom of 
expression and press. Unfortunately, Al-Thaqafiah was the only newspaper to give access to 
such people to write, believing in the principle of freedom of expression. It was an attempt to 
bring all viewpoints closer to one another. I never expected such treatment from them.

Q: Is there any message you would like to give to people?
A: I still have hope that my colleagues will show more solidarity with Al-Thaqafiah, the news­
paper which tried to embrace all political trends.

Q: In view of such pressure, will you find yourself obliged to seek asylum?
A: It is too early to determine this. I believe that the country has room enough for all. If we leave 
it we will give a chance for these extremists to be stronger. However, if I discover that our judi­
ciary system has lost its credibility and independence I will abandon this country at any time.

Q: Was the newspaper imitated by other official papers?
A: The official media looked at Al-Thaqafiah from two angles. Some of them thought that it had 
gone beyond convention and it needed to be stopped. Others believed that it had established 
good reputation, so they decided to imitate it.

Q: Do you think that you are fighting against some specific individuals other than demand­
ing Justice?
A: Certainly. Those who the paper has thrown masks of. Those have already called for in 
mosques for the closure of the paper and my arrest. I think that no judge will dare go against 
them because he will be considered against religion.
A well known Islamist leader called for my trial. He even criticized the President for keeping 
silent. His words in the mosque against me were circulated as a “fatwa” (religious opinion that 
must be followed).

Q: Was he Sheikh Abdul Majeed Al-Zindani?
A: Yes he was.

Q: What is the message you would like to send to the press-care organizations?
A: I would like to tell all organizations concerned with press freedom that it is not a case of a 
man who stood against religion, but it is rather a case of some people who think that the free­
dom of press may affect their interests.

Q: Any last words?
A: I thank the Yemen Times which has always been an example of freedom of expression. Its 
founder, late Dr. Al-Saqqaf was able to make it popular in and outside Yemen. The certificate he 
was awarded with by the Press Organization in America proves that the Yemen Times is really 
distinguished from the others and it respects freedom of opinion and expressions.
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W
oman’s increased 
participation in pub­
lic life has opened 
before her spacious 
opportunity for more 

freedom and equality in various areas of 
life. In a country like Yemen, women 
have actually made laudable strides in 
economic, social, political and cultural 
dimensions of the society. Women’s 
active participation in the past two 
decades is attributed to the impact of 
education despite the difficulties facing 
it.
However, integrating women in the pub­
lic life is not always a positive thing 
owing to the negative consequences 
associating to this process on many 
women’s personal lives. Studies in 
criminology indicate that one of the 
important factors leading to increased 
rate of crime among women in the past 
two decades is ascribed to the radical 
change in women’s roles in the society. 
That is, women in the past two decades 
had not only been doing their household 
works, they had also taken up effective 
roles in the economic, political and cul­
tural life of the society that means more 
efforts were to be exerted and extra bur­
dens were to be borne than has tradi­
tionally been the case. Besides, their 
new encounter with the outside world 
has created some conflicts within them 
that might, at many times, have forced 
them to violate the law or be a victim of 
crime. In both cases, she has had to be 
subjected to the letter and spirit of the

laws which are enacted and implement­
ed by men.

Women as Victims of the Law:
A woman who is subjected to assault 
comes to suffer double misfortunes. She 
is, on the one hand, a victim of a crime 
so often committed by men and at the 
same time she does not get adequate jus­
tice from institutions concerned espe­
cially when the crime is committed 
within the family. In such cases the vic­
tim tends, more often than not, to cover 
it up to avoid a more severely punish­
ment by the assailant, let alone reporting 
the matter to law enforcing institutions 
concerned. If the victim is severely 
assaulted, the assailant or anyone from 
the family takes the initiative to take her 
to a doctor. However, he manoeuvres to 
hide causes of the case and identity of 
the assailant. Doctors often do not dare 
record the case as premeditated assault. 
That is the way such cases of assault are 
disposed of. Obviously, the victim 
becomes vulnerable to increasingly sim­
ilar assaults.
When the victim ventures to report the 
matter to the judicial authorities, the 
authorities concerned normally do not 
give such cases the attention needed 
especially when the assault is physical 
and is committed by a family member.
A study that I conducted in 1999 on the 
reactions of police officers to violence 
against women reveals that women 
showing up in police stations evoke 
diverse reactions among police officers. 
Some officers react passively to the vic­
timized women’s reports, observe that a 
woman who dares to go to police sta­
tions and reports about an assault made 
by a family member is a not virtuous 

woman. “The respectable woman 
should put up with assaults made 
against her by family members, espe­
cially if the assault is done by her hus­
band. Men’s assaults against women are 
at many times the result of women’s bad 
behavior,” they asserted. This attitude is 
psychologically termed as rationaliza­
tion. That is, the assailant justifies his 
inhumane attitudes against whomever. 
As expected police officers fall short of 
the degree of professionalism in per­
forming their duties and delivering jus­
tice to the victim.
Some police officers pretend to show 
some concern about assaults’ cases 
against women. However, this affected 
sympathy hides murky evil intentions 
towards the victim with the aim that the 
victim invariably becomes object of 
those officers sexual abuse. Although 
such cases are not very frequent, the fact 
remains that it happens in reality.
Police officers’ ways of dealing with 
women’s reports vary according to their 
cultural and social background. The 
question depends on policemen under­
standing of the concept of violence 
against women. The lack of legislations 
on protection of women against family 
violence makes the police rely on their 
subjective discretion in such cases. This 
makes it important to conduct more 
studies about police officers’ and judi­
cial authorities’ attitudes towards vio­
lence against women. These studies 
should be the base for planning out 
measures to ameliorate police officers’ 
attitudes towards violence against 
women to support them.

Rights of Women Violating the Law:
When a woman violates the law, she is 

subjected to the same lawful criminal 
procedures exactly like her male coun­
terpart. However, the point the problem 
arises regarding the way these legal pro­
cedures is implemented. In reality, the 
accused or convicted woman’s rights are 
not at all protected. She may be sub­
jected to a long period of interrogation 
meaning a long stay in the Central 
Prison. Consequently, keeping a defen­
dant woman in contact with convicted 
women prisoners will have a detrimen­
tal effect on her reputation and harms 
her social status.
Conditions of women prisons lack the 
basic essential conditions in terms of the 
simplest international standards espe­
cially to protect their private lives which 
presupposes special health care for them 
and their children.

Pregnant women and mothers are those 
in maximum need of special care. They 
have to be guaranteed special health 
care; deliveries should be permitted in 
civil hospitals, the birth place should not 
be mentioned in the birth certificate, 
mothers should have the right to breast 
feed their children, providing nursery 
schools with competent staff. Different 
countries adopt various rules for satis­
fying women’s needs in prisons. 
However, there are some fundamental 
rules that should be observed. Some of 
these rules are stated by the Human 
Rights Watch in its international report 
about prisons at New York in 1993. The 
most important of which are the follow­
ing:
1) Women should be given a sanitary 
napkin or the like. Besides, they have 
the right to have a daily bath during the 
monthly period.

2) Men and women should have equal 
access to education and work.
3) Pregnant women should have regular 
health check-ups before deliveries. 
Besides, they should be provided with 
an appropriate nutritional diet system.
4) Efforts should be exerted to ensure 
mother’s contact with their children 
enabling them to properly bring them 
up.
The above stated requirements are the 
minimal conditions required for the con­
victed women. They are part and parcel 
of the basic human rights report.
Good intentions of the Law Enforcing 
Institutions in our country are not 
enough to meet the visible discrepancy 
in women’s prisons. These prisons hard­
ly meet the basic needs of women, let 
alone other essential conditions such as 
the monthly period, pregnancy and 
maternal requirements. Certainly, this 
negatively affects their physical as well 
as mental health. Therefore, it seems 
urgent to create some specific rules that 
safeguard women prisoners rights inside 
prisons. Prisons should also be provided 
with funds and competent qualified 
gynecologists to ensure health care of 
women, note their and look after their 
personal needs.
Prisons in their present conditions are 
not at all suitable as reforming institu­
tions aimed at rehabilitating the convict­
ed women and prepare them to be re­
integrate in society after their release. 
Some women prisoners have finished 
their prison terms. However, they dare 
not leave prison before getting assur­
ances from their families not to be 
assaulted again, especially those con­
victed of immoral practices. This is the 
most flagrant violation of human rights 
that necessitates an immediate legal and 
practical action by the authorities con­
cerned.

Solutions:

I believe these problems can be solved 
through the following steps:

1) Creating female police officers 
whose duty is to deal with female vic­
tims of crimes and the law breakers. 
These police officers have to follow up 
the cases of women from the very 
moment of their arrest to the end of their 
prison term.
2)The establishment of ‘Police 
Department on Family Protection’ in 
provincial capitals. These police stations 
are directly affiliated with the Interior 
Ministry. Their duty would be to solve 
family problems and protect women and 
children from any family assaults.
3) Establishing detention centers pend­
ing completion of investigation for 
women in all the governorates.
4) Coordinating between the govern­
mental and non-governmental organiza­
tions to temporary shelters or remand 
home for women who have no place to 
stay and are liable to assault. Some psy­
chologists and psychiatrists should also 
be available to help these women, guide 
and rehabilitate them.
5) Improving the conditions of impris­
oned women through transferring these 
prisons to reforming centers, requalify­
ing those convicted and referring other 
ones to other centers. A competent qual­
ified cadre should also be trained to be 
in charge of the administration in 
women’s prisons.
In short, this essay is primarily intended 
to attract public attention and those 
interested in human rights to the serious 
problems suffered by women who are 
forced to violate the law. I believe that it 
is still too early to take up other precau­
tions to ensure fundamental human 
rights for such women.

The Poet Mohammed Noaman Al-Hakimi to Yemen Times 
“When I start writing, I feel I live in a world that 

is full of leisure, conceit, beauty and charm.”

M
r. Mohammed 
Noaman Al-Hakimi is 
a rising young poet 
from Taiz, Yemen. He 
holds a bachelor 

degree in English. His reputation as a 
poet was established soon after he 
secured the second rank among poets of 
Taiz at a contest held in Taiz gover­
norate in 1998. The purpose was to 
choose two best winners to represent 
their governorates in Sana’a at the first 
poetical festival organized by the min­
istry of Culture under the watchword of 
“For the homeland we compose the best 
poems”.
Al-Hakimi represented Taiz gover­
norate in Sana’a alone. Free from tinsel 
and notification fake, he got even mel­
lower and comelier soon after attending 
the poetical festival.

Yemen Times, Taiz Bureau Chief Imad 
Al-Saqqaf along with Mr. Abdul- 
Rahman Al-Humaidi had the privilege 
of interviewing the poet. Excerpts:

Q: What is the use of poetry in this 
era of history?
A: Poetry is needed for the sake of poet­
ry itself. Although the poet does not 
necessarily serve the common experi­
ences shared by all of us, yet we would 
like to confirm that there are still some 
poets who may rightly be considered 
the mouthpieces of their Ommah. They 
make use of poetry to be a weapon to 
express the common experience relat­
ing to the present. Today poetry has a 
rather frail relationship with the com­

mon man. Yet, there are some who are 
deeply concerned about their relation 
with the common man and express their 
interest and ideas through the vehicle of 
poetry.

Q: How did you start writing poems? 
A: I started writing poems few years 
ago. I went into the world of poetry 
through several trails. I got on its 
charming abode one in the prime of my 
life with the support of Al-Baraddoni, 
Al-Zubeiry. Some classical poets such 
as Shawqi, El-Sayab, Nagi, Al-Maqaleh 
and so on. On the track, I rested for a 
while on some well-known Arab beach­
es. Then I resumed my cruise which led 
me to some realms in the European, 
American and world poetry. I explored 
the poetry of celebrities in the many­
faceted arena of arts since the 15 th cen­
tury up to the present time. It was a 
splendid excursion which revealed to 
me the romance of Wordsworth and the 
real world of John Donne.

Q: Will you give us some ideas about 
published works?
A: I have got a collection of poems in 
press which is entitled “Madness 
Ports”. Further, some of my lyric poems 
are chanted during the celebration of 
wedding ceremony and associated 
events - all in Arabic.
Moreover, I am a member of Literary 
Men’s Union and of the Yemeni League 
for Arts and Culture too.

Q: What are your ideas about the

English poetry?
A: I wish some of the modern English 
poems were translated to those Arab 
poets who claim they compose modern 
poetry so that they could get a clear idea 
about what modern poetry means! The 
spirit of renewal and beauty of the mod­
ern English poetry lies in the truth 
which states that it lacks it

Q: You participated in the First 
Poetic Celebration in Yemen held in 
Taiz. What are your impressions 
about it?
A: It’s truly a major step for bringing 
together on one platform the promising 
poetic talents in our country, and to 
encourage them to go ahead. I was the 
only representative from Taiz in the 
poetical festival in Sana’a which hon­
ored one or two awardees from each 
governorate by the Ministry of culture 
in 1998. By honoring me, Taiz gover­
norate is actually honored.

Q: When do you prefer to write poet­
ry?
A: I don’t know when exactly I com­
pose poems. Yet, the best time my feel­
ings are crystallized is in the early 
morning. When writing, I don’t have to 
seek for a topic or a theme. In fact, 
whenever I get impressed or affected by 
something, I immediately start writing 
about it. And it is the poem that choos­
es its poetical form and meters. When I 
start writing, I feel I live in a world that

is full of leisure, conceit, beauty and 
charm. By that moment, I never feel 
interested in talking to people. I keep 
quiet and ignore all who visit me or try 
to contact me.

Q: You tend to reflect some anger and 
animosity in your poems. Why is it 
so?
A: Can any one deny the debates occur­
ring around us and the unpleasant win­
ter that we are passing through on a 
large scale today? I am one of those 
who suffer, feel and witness all such 
subservience, moral breakdown and 
erosion of values around us. I wonder 
how I can sleep or relax when Arabs 
and Muslims suffer being down-trod­
den, insulted, invaded and humiliated. 
It’s difficult for me to ignore my 
dream—the Arab Unity. This dream has 
almost vanished and we, as Arabs, are 
only boastful of our brave past, quite 
negligent or unconscious of being back­
ward people, and silent witness to dete­
rioration in almost every field in life, 
leaving Arab Ommah to its inglorious 
destiny.

Here are some quotable stanzas from 
one of his poems in English.

Winter and compunction
Completely scattered, we’re impelled to 
surrender,
Empower the low colonizing invader, 
Yielding possessions that to us belong, 
Acceding humiliation all time long

Of no avail, boastful of our past brave, 
Still cheering the one in the grave, 
Who could ever become greater, 
We marched with him our Leader.

Holy precincts clearly violated 
Arab dignity deeply insulted 
They vanished like a mist 
Not a nightmare or a jest.

Will spring come to us again? 
Will Arabness rid us of pain?
To protect dignity violated
To restore land invaded.

Much Fie on Pain
O sparks of moon, for thee I seek 
O stars of moon, dust off thy reek 
Stand by thee, get sight of light 
Defame insult, discard the leek 
As frail, those words and leaves 
As souls, o slaves of thieves 
O still you claim of sight 
But sip all night’s grief

So loud the cries of pain
So much my land does gain 
Does wail for a world of hope 
But alas! hope recede wane and wane

For land does sing this don 
Does ring its dawn and bong 
Till those unfair get low 
Get down to coy for long

The incipient phase of 
loftiness with which I was 

withdrawn into a 
conscious instant and 

deeply felt human 
sensation told me “You 

are a poet”

Al-Sada Charitable Society: 
Working For Integration of 
Marginal Groups In Society

A
 good number of 
marginalized 
groups are to be 
found in Yemen. In 
comparison to oth­

ers, these groups live in miserable 
condition in respect of health, nutri­
tion and residence.
Statistics show that such people are 
concentrated in the coastal areas 
where people are characterized by 
simplicity of life style.
Despite the existing scope to partic­
ipate in the development of society, 
many hurdles are posed in their 
way to achieve meaningful partici­
pation. Illiteracy is the most domi­
nating handicap, which conse­
quently affects their eligibility for 
better jobs.
More reprehensible is the way the 
society looks upon them. They are 
regarded as low-class of people 
with a low level of integrity.
Suffering from instability of 
income sources, they are pushed to 
the streets to practice begging.
To found a society to look after 
such destitute people’s suffering is 
a real achievement by all means.
Last Monday, Al-Sada Charitable 
Society inaugurated the “Arab 
Woman Speaks” project in the pres­
ence of the Ambassador of the 
U.S.A, the American Cultural 
Attache, representatives of the non­
governmental organizations, the 
Ministry of Insurance and others.
Speakers on the occasion highlight­
ed the necessity to activate the 
agenda of the of the society to inte­
grate those downtrodden groups to 
the social mainstream.
In her speech, the American ambas- 
sador stressed the need to provide 
women with more educational 
opportunities.
Al-Sada Charitable Society is a 
women’s volunteering organization 
aiming at the uplift of the marginal­
ized families in the urban areas. It 
was founded on January 1 1998 
with 95% of its administrative staff 
being drawn from those families.
Mrs. Hayat Al-Hubaishi, chairper­
son of the society said that the main 
objective of the society was to 
improve the health, environmental, 
social and economic standards of 
such families and provide training

to women in order to enable them 
to find better job opportunities.
About the agenda of programs of 
the society she outlined organizing 
a training program for both men 
and women in areas including com­
puter, administration, sewing, 
home services and libraries), anoth­
er for promoting handicrafts and 
marketing their products, organiz­
ing seminars for women, etc.
“As far as education is concerned,” 
said Al-Hubaishi, “there is a 
kindergarten for children, a school 
for the basic studies for the school 
dropouts. We also provide opportu­
nities for those in jobs to complete 
their secondary and higher educa­
tion.,” she added.
"The society aims at improving 
women’s social, cultural and health 
levels through education. There are 
intelligent and creative women who 
are unfortunately ignored and neg­
lected. We are very ambitious about 
the programs of the society and 
hope that we will be able to expand 
the base of its activities all over 
Yemen,” said Mrs. Noor of the Al- 
Sada society.
Despite lack of financial support, 
the society still works hard deter­
mined to achieve the goals it was 
set for depending on the basis of 
personal efforts of its dedicated 
staff.
Jalal Al-Shara'abi, Yemen Times

Hayat Al-Hubaishi, chairperson 
of the society
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Y
emeni press has this 
week been focusing on 
carrying news on the 
armed confrontation 
between army units 

and Al-Misrakh area residents. 
These events have captured the 
main headlines of almost all Yemeni 
newspapers of this week.
As for articles and commentaries, 
the press dealt with a variety of 
domestic themes, but main empha­
sis was put on the call for reforming 
domestic situations and fighting all 
forms of corruption in the country.

Review of some of the main head­
lines in Yemeni press of this week:
- A Dispute over Land Plot, Triggers 

Off Armed Confrontation between 
Army Units & Residents of Al- 
Misrakh

- Six Missing Girls Show Up, Child 
and Girl Kidnapped

- People’s General Conference 
Declares War on Corruption

- Western Diplomat: Yemen Heads 
for Changes, Commonwealth Doors 
Open Before it

- Tawahi Court Considers Haji Case
- Haji Renounced his Islamic Belief 

Some Months Ago
- A Female Skeleton Found in 

Mukalla, Kidneys sold for High 
Prices

- Wa’ila, Daham Tribal Fighting 
Renewed

- Clashes in Taiz between Citizens & 
Security

- Arab Regimes Air Flights to Iraq 
Immediately

- Students Attorney: Sana’a 
University Officials, Security Must 
Stand Trial

- Yemeni Journalists Syndicate Holds 
Solidarity Gathering with Journalist 
Al Yousufi

- Peaceful Demonstration by 
Overland Transport Workers

- Yemen’s Embassy In Cairo 
Denounces A film Offending Yemen

- British Youth Killed by Colleague at 
Islamic Group Camp in Sa’da

- Shabwa Water Spring Attracts Gulf

Citizens

Following are excerpts from the 
main articles and analyzes pub­
lished by some Yemeni newspapers 
on various topics preoccupying the 
country’s public opinion minds.

An article published in 
AL AYYAM inde 
pendent tri-weekly (12 

July 2000) has taken up the subject of 
fighting corruption. It has said under 
availability of the political will and 
urgent desire by the two parties to set­
tle their disputes, Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia had signed their land and 
marine border treaty .
The article quoted president Ali 
Abdullah Saleh on role of the political 
will of the two countries’ leaderships 
in solving the border question. The 
article has demanded the Yemeni lead­
ership, i.e. , the political will to inter­
fere for solving " our ramiform 
domestic problems.”
Our internal problems are ramified 
and we can hardly know who has 
caused them. All are issuing calls for 
reform of which we know not when 
and where it would be. During the 
meeting with the National Defense 
Council and the government, the pres­
ident has diagnosed the areas of cor­
ruption and promised to tackle them as 
his priority. These priorities are: com­
bating corruption, purging the institu­
tions from the corrupt, introducing a 
revolution in financial, administrative 
and judicial reform and stabilization 
of security stability.
The article concluded that " we are 
actually in need of more will for actu­
al implementation.”

RAY weekly, organ of 
Sons of Yemen League 
( 11 July 2000) has 

also discussed rather a similar topic in 
an article under the title of " It is the 
Will & Competence ". The political 
leadership of our country has pos­
sessed the will and competence that 
enabled it to settle all border issues

with sisterly and friendly neighboring 
countries amicably. This has led to 
strengthening stability and confidence 
in the region. And it has established 
relations based on coordination and 
integration of interests. It is then cer­
tain that this national political leader­
ship is capable of accomplishing on 
the ground the national needs and 
necessities leading to uprooting all 
phenomena of fragmentation and rifts. 
Solving border issues would have lit­
tle and limited returns if not followed 
by other significantly practical steps. 
Courageous steps should be taken to 
deal with necessities of political, con­
stitutional, judiciary, social and finan­
cial comprehensive reform. Such steps 
and policies should lead to the estab­
lishment of the power of the law 
supremacy instead of the ” law of 
power”.
One of the phenomena of this would 
be the establishment of a local govern­
ment system invested with wide-range 
authorities, coupled with independent 
and just judiciary system. Such 
accomplishments would stabilize the 
foundations of lasting Yemeni unity 
and pave the way for comprehensive 
national reconciliation.

Editor-in- Chief of 
AL BALAGH inde 
pendent weekly (

11 July 2000) defines in his editorial 
the characteristics that should be 
entertained by a sovereign so that to 
be considered as successful. He pre­
sumes that among the essential fac­
tors of a ruler’s success are the work 
for the establishment of security, 
protection of citizens’ rights and 
provision of necessary services.
The citizen would feel extremely 
sad and frustrated to find that his 
properties are plundered right under 
the Capital’s Secretariat very nose 
and within the boundaries of its 
jurisdiction. This happens while the 
authority, despite of its power and 
prowess, stands hand-folded and 
assumes the stand of a spectator 
before the incident.

The editorial wonders what feeling 
would the citizen have towards the 
state, or its head, when he finds that 
the state does not protect his property 
against plunder. In conclusion, the 
writer calls upon rulers to protect their 
citizens’ security and properties as 
being the best way to make them 
believe in success of the state and 
head of the state.

ATTARIQ
Independent weekly ( 
11 July 2000)

An article published in the newspaper 
has discussed the case of the serial 
murder of Sana’a University, Medical 
faculty morgue. It says that no case 
has ever been paid so much attention 
by Yemeni public opinion. That inter­
est stems from ugliness and brutality 
of the crimes and for being committed 
inside a scientific institution.
The article says unfortunately there 
have been some voices affirming that 
the case has taken a new trend towards 
politicization. Some party circles 
began to announce that there are some 
who are working to politicize the case 
and accusations began to be traded 
among them.
It has been said that behind this is an 
aim of reshuffling the cards of the 
case. Such a development would not 
serve the case in any way. It is in the 
first place a criminal case, not a parti­
san. If a partisan person’s name is 
mentioned in investigations as being 
involved in it, that does not mean that

his party is involved. Political parties 
should have a sense of responsibility 
and leave investigations and the judi­
ciary perform their role. Judiciary 
power responsibilities must not be 
interfered with. It is supposed to be 
actually independent as long as we 
claim there is democracy.

Al-Wahda weekly (12 
July 2000) published 
an article dealing with 

some newspapers behavior towards 
carrying news of incidents.
As soon as the opposition press comes 
to know that certain crime has taken 
place, or a kidnapping incident, 
reporters rush here and there to record 
that incident. Their main aim is get­
ting a scoop that is rather at the 
expense of reality. Such journalists 
forget about press credibility and what 
it entails of arousing the publish opin­
ion.
In fact it is regretting that the idea of 
press coverage remains confined to 
only topics of incidents, crimes and 
criticizing negative aspects while pos­
itive things are put aside.

AL-WAHDAWI 
weekly of 11 July 2000 
has also discussed in 

an article the theme or press in Yemen 
but from a different perspective. An 
article titled "A call for Rescuing the 
Fourth Estate '’ has said that the scene 
of press is still that of groaning under 
intensity of painful blows. There are

papers suspended, such as ”Ash- 
Shoura”, others chained with unjust 
judgments in cases related to express­
ing opinions and others standing trials 
on charges, sentences of some may be 
the death penalty.
The present state of press is a product 
of general climate of the country. This 
climate is characterized by restriction 
and stranglehold under incomplete 
and loose freedoms. The journalists 
union is the most prominent organiza­
tion entrusted with enhancing the 
demand for freedoms, among which is 
essentially that of press. Press has 
become threatened from within and 
from without.

Under a heading of 
’’Democracy” AN- 
NASS weekly of 10 

July 2000 published an article on con­
cept of democracy, especially in the 
Arab world.
There are many examples on flagrant 
violations of human rights, and right 
to expression and opinion in our Arab 
communities. The matter becomes 
worse when it is related to govern­
ments that never cease alleging that 
democracy is their indispensable pur­
suit. Some of these "democratic” 
governments are not only mistaken in 
their understanding of democracy, but 
exceed that to believe in and deem 
those who do not share them that ver­
sion of comprehension, as being nor 
democrats, but rather traitors or even 
mercenaries.

TESOL 2000
Yemen National TESOL Conference

The Yemen Ministry of Education, the US Embassy and the British Council are 
sponsoring a conference on

Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL)

Aden, November 13-15, 2000

The focus of the conference will be:

Effective English Language Learning for All Ages

♦ setting and achieving standards 
in the EFL/ESL classroom

♦ appropriate teaching
♦ teacher development

♦ classroom management
♦ using resources
♦ promoting extracurricular use 

of English

English teachers, inspectors and advisers from across Yemen will have the opportunity to 
listen to and discuss the latest international research, approaches and methods as well as that 
currently taking place in Yemen. The conference will also explore the possibility of 
establishing an English Language Teachers Organization. This will provide a network to 
allow teachers to share developments and keep up to date with international research and 
publications.

The keynote speakers wil1 be announced at a later date.

Representatives from the different levels of education (primary, secondary, tertiary and adult) 
will be expected to give feedback to colleagues and take a lead in establishing a local branch 
of the new organization. To obtain a conference registration form, or more information about 
the conference, please contact the conference organizers at the address, phone or email below. 
Attendance at the conference requires submission of a conference registration form.

Call for Papers

Anyone wishing to present a research paper, workshop or demonstration during the 
conference should contact: John Scacco at: 416-973 or by email at info@YALI.org.ye

University Camera Detection Proposed 
While the universities concerned are 
tirelessly conducting a challenging 
criminal investigation surrounding the 
mysterious death of female students at 
Sana’a University, there should be an 
initiative on the part of the manage­
ment of Sana’a University to reassure 
students and their families that every 
precautionary measure is being taken 
to avoid such horrible atrocities to 
repeat. Indeed, the atrocities commit­
ted against the mankind has sent deep 
shock waves on the surface of the 
earth.
Undoubtedly, the psychological 
impact of the incident on the students 
may require some time to pick up.
However, to address this heartbreaking 
situation, I have a proposal to make for 
the management of Sana’a University. 
“Well, how about the installation of 
electronic cameras for monitoring pur­
poses? These security measures are to 
be placed on the main entrances of the 
university including places which may 
be deemed necessary from the man­
agement point of view. I believe the 
presence of cameras will convey a 
message to those who have satanic 
intentions to rethink of the conse­
quences if exposed by these cameras 
which will certainly lead to a clue of 
their ill actions. The process of pro­
moting and raising awareness of the 
need to step up security arrangement 
of the institution is surely an impera­
tive in the given time. Yes, building up 
confidence and sense of security 
should prevail in the environment of 
our pioneer University and I am cer­
tain those who had been psychologi­
cally traumatized will be all right in 
course of time.

Ali Yousef Sharif 
San Francisco USA

WHY?
I would like to convey my many 
thanks to Yemen Times and would like 
to ask a number of questions. I wish 
would reach through you the govern­
ment.
Q: Till when will Yemenis live broad 
like countryless, all of them, their sons 
and sons’ sons? Is it still too early?
Q: What about Yemen’s economy? 
What about oil, gas, gold, fish, the free 
zone? What about all of these facilities 
that many countries do not have? Why 
are they 100 times better than Yemen? 
Till when will we be ranked last?
Q: Are we begging from Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia?
Q: We have plenty of uneducated peo­
ple but many jobless in a country 
where everything is expensive for the 
people of average annual income. Why 
do Yemenis stay jobless and yet. live 
like animals chewing qat all day long?

Why don’t they possess and get the 
most basic services?
Q: Look at India, Jordan, Egypt, they 
are far better than our country. When 
will we wake up, get out of our trance 
and become a country, like many other 
countries, where people live happily. 
Can we make it? Or is it just a dream?

Mohamed Azie altaweely 
azez@hotmail.com

Dear Editor,
I thank you for your continuous pro­
viding of the latest news on Yemen. 
Also as I stated before, I always copy 
Yemen Times and dedicate it to 
Windsor Library in Canada to let peo­
ple know more about Yemen.
People here talk too much about the 
violence, kidnapping and the latest 
murder in Sanaa university. Has 
Yemen become a playground for the 
outlaws, murderers? Where is the law, 
where is the police and the army, are 
they only in the south but not in the 
north. Why aren’t kidnappers arrested 
and taken to court for trial? Many 
questions are put here even from the 
non-Yemenis.
Is there any answer for that?

Makloob Samesem
Email: samasem313@yahoo.com

Dear Editor,
We, as Yemeni demand that our gov­
ernment shows a little of their venera­
tion, solemnity, and prestige in dealing 
with our issues. I think everybody who 
watched ART TV a few days back, and 
saw how His Highness Prince Sultan 
replied to one of the questions about a 
powerful military individual in the 
Saudi Army who refused the obey the 
regulations of not using his mobile 
phone. His Highness Prince Sultan 
heard the matter and ordered a strong 
action of terminating the individual’s 
job with the army. However, in the last 
minute, His Highness Crown Prince 
Abdulla intervened in order to prevent 
a humanitarian problem that would 
have caused the individual’s family 
harm.
Our government should learn from 
such behavior and action. Our govern­
ment needs to implement this kind of 
action, and without letting anyone, no 
matter how powerful, to intervene. 
This would make it look more reliable 
and resemble justice for all Yemenis 
under the law and be far from any par­
tiality in its actions.

Mohamed Saleh Hayder 
mosaha@hotmail.com

Dear Editor,
In three different articles of three 
issues of Yemen Times, I read respec­
tively the expression “brain drain”. 
What do you mean- Mr. Walid- by

mentioning these two words? Do you 
want the qualified individuals to stay 
in Yemen and commit suicide or 
become mad when they watch the 
spoilt kids of high ranking rich officers 
or bribe eaters who have expensive 
cars and live in total luxury while the 
decent and honest people cannot even 
build huts or buy a decent bicycle for 
his child!
I completely disagree with you, sir. 
For example, if your father, late Dr. 
Abdulziz, —mercy be upon him- 
stayed in Yemen instead of completing 
his studies abroad, would he have been 
able to reach this level of maturity and 
intelligence and realize the great fame 
he got?
If a gifted boxer, Naseem, was born in 
Yemen, would he be able to meet such 
a professional coach who took care of 
him through proper training and sup­
ported him until he became an immea­
surably successful boxer ranking the 
first in the world? Otherwise, he would 
have become a very simple worker in a 
modest bakery in Yemen.
As soon as famous singer, Ahmed 
Fathi, who graduated from Cairo, 
Egypt, in the late 1970s with an excel­
lent degree, came to Yemen as a sec­
tarian trend and racial segregation, he 
faced marginalization in his career. On 
the other hand, a singer with less talent 
and weaker academic records was 
taken care of and appointed as team 
leader, simply because he was the min­
ister’s brother in law. Then, Fathi 
exerted great efforts and innovated 
many different concerts and melodies 
to be approved, but in vain. He was by 
the time very disappointed and dis­
couraged of continuing in Yemen. So 
he decided to leave to another country 
when a remarkable opportunity to do 
so arose. However, even then, the 
aforesaid team leader tried to prevent 
him. How he escaped is a well-known 
long story. Now one can notice the gap 
and difference in popularity and quali­
ty that separates the two persons.
I am an English teacher with a 
Bachelor degree in English and Arts 
and I enrolled in 96 hours out of 150 in 
the college of engineering in the field 
of chemical engineering. I have a cer­
tificate in MS Windows and MS Word 
and in some computer science courses. 
However, believe it or not, I have a 
salary that is not enough to buy bread 
and rice for one single month for my 
children, let alone buying fruits and 
vegetables which are essential for the 
well-being of my children’s health. So, 
I am telling you that I am ready to 
leave even to Israel, not only to the 
USA!

Nabil Mohamed Anber 
Al-Sabah Secondary School, 

Hodeida
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mailto:mosaha@hotmail.com
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Sys Soft GM to YT:
“We are an expanding company and we feel that our 

continuing growth is a strong evidence of our success.”

I
t is quite unfair to 
believe that Yemen is a 
country with less intel­
ligent people, or less 
qualified experts of

Yemeni nationality. However, 
an example proving this mis­
conception is contained in one 
of the fastest growing software 
developing companies, found­
ed and managed by totally indige­
nous Yemeni expertise. As a measure 
to highlight these talents, Yemen 
Times interviewed Yasser Hassan Al- 
Aghbari, GM of Sys Soft, one of the 
most prestigious software developing 
companies in Yemen. It surely 
reflects the capacity and potential of 
Yemeni genius. Below are excerpts 
from the Interview.

Q: Could you give us a brief idea 
about your company, Sys Soft?
A: In brief, Sys Soft is a software 
developing company founded in 1996. 
Our job is to analyze and study differ­
ent systems in the financial commer­
cial and industrial fields and other 
applications in the medical field and 
insurance companies. It provides solu­
tions for all kinds of environments 
ranging from ministries to industrial 
companies. We develop systems that 
usually would cost hundreds of thou­
sands of dollars starting from 
$200,000. Identical program packages 
are usually imported from abroad. We, 
as Sys Soft, produce high quality prod­
ucts, at low costs compared to the ones 
bought from abroad, in all fields. I can 
proudly tell you that our company has 
provided software much better than 
some other software brands, for almost 
l/10th of the price. Our clients, which 
we have served so far, are amazed at 
the quality of our products, and are 
even more amazed at the competitive 
prices we offer. They are highly 
impressed with our products, enabling 
hem to save a lot of money while get­
ting the desired services on time, and in 
the best form. No wonder that we have 
become among the fastest growing 
software developing companies in 
Yemen. We know that many companies 
cannot afford the extremely high prices 
of foreign products, so we provide the 
alternative in the most affordable price 
expected.
Apart from being most economical, 
having our head office in Sanaa is a 
further advantage to customers as we 
are all the time available for after sales 
maintenance and services. Our team of 
programmers, specialists and techni­
cians are ready to go for any mission in

Yemen, in any city 
and at any time, as 
part of our regular 
service.

Q: Could you spec­
ify a few companies 
you built software 
systems for, and 
fields?

A: We have provided digital software 
systems for many companies including 
Al-Sharq Group, Fukasa Najlan Co, 
General Electric, Saba for Insurance, 
Kabrawi Pump Factory, and many oth­
ers. We have provided almost complete 
systems for virtually all functions and 
services they provide. Through the 
development of sophisticated and effi­
cient applications for these companies, 
we have proved to have made a boast 
in their efficiency, bringing their 
capacity to its highest level. As regards 
the specific systems we develop, they 
are too many to mention here, but here 
are the most important ones:
- Customer/Client and Employee 
System
- Financial and Accounting System
- Complete Media and Press System
- Factory Administration System
- Tourist Agencies System
- Medical Clinic and Hospital System 
- Bar Code and Magnetic Card System 
- Sales and Distribution System
- Others
I would like to point out that we are the 
only local company developing pro­
grams on magnetic cards. This is an 
extra feature that can be used for the 
medical sector as patients’ information 
can be loaded to these cards, which are 
quite handy and provides easy access 
to Doctors. The companies who have 
used our systems are quite satisfied, 
not only with the quality of our prod­
ucts, but also for the efficient and 
prompt maintenance services we have. 
The fields mentioned above are no 
more than a portion of what we devel­
op. We even develop customer-orient­
ed software that deals with specific 
fields not used before. We are an 
expanding company and we feel that 
our continuing growth is a strong evi­
dence of our success.

Q: With such new technologies, you 
must be facing problems in the 
Yemeni market. Could you list them 
to us?
A: The main problem -or more accu­
rately, the obstacle- we face is in con­
vincing customers about the signifi­
cance and importance of the software 
we are developing. Unfortunately,

Yemenis are still used to manual and 
old-fashion methods in doing their 
work, even in relatively large compa­
nies. This is why they sometimes 
become hesitant of moving on to the 
digital solutions we provide, and it 
sometimes generates fear of loss of 
data, etc. When we tell them that such 
a product would solve many problems 
and bring about more efficiency and 
reliability in their companies, they 
seem doubtful and fear about the errors 
that could occur as a result of using our 
software. After I established my com­
pany, I realized that it would not be 
easy to persuade these companies to 
revolutionize their systems, but it is 
better to begin that today before it is 
too late as the world is advancing so 
fast. But I am happy that they are now 
realizing that there is no escape from 
the digital era we are in, otherwise they 
would be left behind. There is much 
potential in this country for the use of 
advanced and reliable systems with 
multimedia facilities suitable for the 
21st century.

Q: You have mentioned that you 
worked with the public sector as well 
as the private sector. How do you 
evaluate both?
A: Obvious it dealing with the private

sector is better, sim­
ply because of the less 
regimented bureau­
cracy and fewer 
financial constraints. 
The main problem we 
face when building 
systems for ministries 
is that they are bound 
to a certain limited 
budget and one single 
financier. In these cir­
cumstances, we have 
to study the feasibility 
of any project with 
the ministry, and eval­
uate the benefits and 
outcome both, the 
ministry and we, 
would get from the 
project. Interestingly 
enough, we devel­
oped our own soft­
ware to calculate the
risk, profit, time, and other aspects of 
any future projects. This means that we 
have used our own software for our 
company’s own operations as well. We 
applied this particular program to our 
project with the Ministry of 
Agriculture, and realized that our avail­
able systems would be ideal for the 
ministry easily and be flexible for the 
user as well.

Q: You have gone a long way, but 
you must be having many ambitions. 
Could you spell them out?
A: We are currently planning to launch 
our Banking System for the use of a

Yemeni bank in Yemen. This would be 
a revolutionary step and we will be 
able to compete regionally and interna­
tionally as soon as we succeed in it. 
Other than that, we will be concentrat­
ing on the medical field as well.
Despite the limited use of such techno­
logically advanced systems in Yemen, 
as a Yemeni, who is proud of his origin, 
I believe that we need to exploit the 
potentials in the country. In the near 
future, we hope to be able to apply our 
system in all governmental and non­
governmental institutions, and perhaps 
start a stage of adopting e-government 
solutions. I do want to stress that we

are in the year 2000, and need to work 
hard on catching up with the rest of the 
changing world around us and not to be 
left behind.
Technology and computers are advanc­
ing rapidly all over the world. Today 
we are hearing of children using com­
puter in day-to-day life all over the 
globe. Why should Yemen be left out 
of the race? Why don’t we work on 
promoting these concepts in our daily 
lives, in companies, in ministries, and 
even in schools? I believe it is time to 
concentrate on this technology and 
seek ways to benefit from it in every 
way we can.

VACANCY
Financial officer of Credit Administration Unit 

for the Basic Education Expansion Project

The Ministry of Education seeks applicants for the position of Financial Officer 
who will have overall responsibility for the entire financial management of the 
project. In this respect the Financial Officer will, inter alia:
i) Manage and supervise all daily financial activities of the project.
ii) Ensure that there is a functional financial management system which includes: 

- establishing proper accounting procedures and internal controls to 
ensure that the assets of the project are properly safeguarded;

- solve any technical problems that may arise with the financial 
management of the project;

- supervise subordinate accounting staff, as may be required, to assist 
with the operation of the project’s financial management;

- supervise the project’s Special Account;
- ensure that consolidated Financial Management reports for the project 

are produced on a timely basis and sufficient in content to enable the 
management of MOE and IDA to assess the financial position of the 
project.

iii) Act as a focal point for any dialogue on financial management matters relating 
to the project as may be required by the project’s financiers; and

iv) Ensure that the project is audited annually in accordance with IDA’S 
requirements and cooperate fully with the auditor in that respect.

Qualifications:
• A minimum of Bachelor’s degree in Accounting or Business Administration with 

major in accounting and finance.
• Minimum of 5 years of professional experience in a Financial Management 

and Accounting position, preferably in the private sector.
• Familiarity with the government’s and IDA’S Financial Management 

requirement.
• Experience in the use of accounting programs and software.
• Proficiency in both Arabic and English.

Applications along with a detailed resume and copies of supporting documents 
should be addressed to:

Minister’s Office
Ministry of Education
P. O. Box 96
Sana’a, Yemen

The closing date for receiving all applications is July 31, 2000
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Annual Picnic of 
YHOC & JHOC

O
n Saturday, 10 
June 2000, 
YHOC and 
JHOC held 
their annual 
picnic at

Sabe’en Park in Sana’a. Almost 
8,000 employees and family 
members attended. Everyone 
enjoyed a day of rides, snacks and 
relaxation.

The highlight of the picnic is the 
annual lottery, where 50 prizes of 
$100 each are drawn for. As can be 
seen in the pictures, everyone 
enjoyed this event.

This year, a new event was added, 
the dunk tank. Senior managers 
and deputies, including Bill Lewis, 
GM YHOC and Alex Dmitrenko, 
GM JHOC, gave the employees a 
chance to see who give them a 
swim for charity. The event was 
popular with continuous action for 
almost 4 hours and disappointment 
that it did not continue longer. The 
event was well received, and the 
money collected for the chance to 
send a manager swimming was 
supplemented by the company, 
with a donation being given to the 
Sana’a Orphan’s House on behalf 
of YHOC and its employees 
presented by Khalid Al-Khader, 
Deputy General Manager.

All in all, a day of fun for a 
deserving group.
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Dr. Ramakanta Sahu 
Associate Professor 
College of Education, Mahweet

I. What to say

TAKING A JOB INTERVIEW
You applied for the job of a translator in response to an 
advertisement published in the paper. You are appearing 
for a personal interview before a selection board.

Candidate: (Walks near the interview table, and salutes 
the chairman and member of the board) 
Good morning, sirs.

Chairman: Good morning. Mr. Al-Sharabi, (pointing to 
the chair) please have a seat

Candidate: Thank you , Sir.
Chairman: We have received your application and CV 

in answer to our ad in the paper. We would 
like to talk with you about your 
qualifications and experience for the 
position. Shall we start?

Candidate: Yes, Sir. I am ready.
Chairman: You have done your post graduation in 

English literature from Sana’a University. 
What was your area of specialization?

Candidate: Linguistics and English language teaching, 
sir.

Member: Why did you get interested in this area?
Candidate: Linguistics is a discipline that enables us to 

develop an insight into the structure and 
function of human languages. English 
language teaching helps us to know the 
principles and methodologies of teaching 
English as a foreign language.

Chairman: With your qualifications, one is more likely 
to be a teacher. How and why did you 
choose to be a translator?

Candidate: I had a keen desire to be a translator. In order 
to be a good translator, one needs a sound 
knowledge in the source language and the 
target language which, in my case, are 
Arabic and English respectively. I did a 
dissertation on ‘The problems of translation: 
from English to Arabic and vice versa’ as 
partial fulfillment of the requirements for 
M.A.

Member: You have mentioned in your CV that you 
have been working as s translator in Aden. 
Why do you want to leave your present job?

Candidate: Yes. I am presently employed as a translator 
in a commercial establishment in Aden. I am 
satisfied with my work. But the reason I 
Want to join your esteemed organization is 
because of the broad scope and opportunities 
it offers. I hope and trust that my academic 
qualifications and experience can be better 
utilized here.

Chairman: Your job will require you to occasionally 
travel to cover the news and hold interviews 
with some eminent personalities for 
publication in the news paper. Are you 
prepared for that?

Candidate: Yes, sir. In fact, I’ll be fascinated to do that 
One of my hobbies has been to visit places, 
and meet people and report about my 
experience.

Chairman: That will do, Mr. Al-Sharabi. Let’s hope for 
the best. You may expect to hear from us 
within a week.

Candidate: Thank you Sirs. It was indeed very pleasant 
talking to you.

POINTS TO NOTE:
‘Please have a seat’ is a polite way of offering a seat to 
some one.

‘C. V.’ is Curriculum Vitae which mentions one’s 
academic and professional qualification as well as job 
related experience. It is also referred to as ‘Biodate’ or 
‘Resume’.
‘ad’ is the short form for ‘advertisement’.

II. How to say it correctly?
Correct the errors, if any, in the following sentences:
1. Both the brothers have not passed.
2. This article was being published in the previous issue
3, Many a workers have been arrested for shouting 

slogans.
4. The porter told me that he would not accept fewer 

than one hundred riyals.
5. Both did not speak.

Answers to the last week’s questions
1. Vakil is more wise than honest
2. I do not like these kind of jokes.
3. Death is preferable to dishonour.
4. My father has been ill for a very long time.
5. Please open your book at page twenty.

III. How to express it in one word?
1- Accustom oneself to a new climate.
2- Helper or companion in wrong doing
3- Perform or finish a task successfully.
4- More or become greater in number or quantity.
5- A person who is first rate at something.

Answers to last week’s questions
1. To hold oneself back from: abstain
2. Something unreasonable, foolish, ridiculous: absurd
3. Make a bad or wrong use of: abuse
4. Of teaching, studying, schools, colleges, etc: 

academic
5. Increase the speed of, cause to move faster or happen 

quicker: accelerate

IV
1. There are many words we use to refer to a piece of 

something. Write the appropriate words in the 
spaces provided:

a) a thin pieces of bread: a — of bread
b) a small piece of wood: a — of wood
c) a big piece of cotton: a — of cotton
d) a small piece of orange: a — of orange
e) a big piece of earth; a —of earth

2- Write the opposite of the words underlined in the 
following sentences:

a- Share price have appreciated considerably
b- The headmaster was very appreciative of my hard 

work

Answers to last week’s questions
1- Sentence combining
Mrs. Brown went to the departmental store to take back 
the coat she had bought the previous day.

2- Verb-noun combinations (in British English)
a) We make a mistake
b) We make a change
c) We do someone a favour
d) We have a bath
e) We do deal

V Quotable Quote
“The true art of memory is the art of attention”

Samuel Johnson.

YOUTH FORUM
Searching for Glory
For the first time I feel sorry!
For being able to think, to feel, and to act, 
For the first time I am refusing the glory!
I want the easy, the simple and nothing but that

People take my experience as an advice, 
For a person like me can never wish you bad! 
I tasted the sorrow once, twice and thrice 
And I’m getting used to that

People are not much ambitious,
Leaving many things behind,
You could lose things that are precious, 
No use knowing later, that one self was blind

Every one has aims and renewing desires
But the best is he who looks forward and not around, 
Beneath the warmth is not necessarily a fire!
From strange places many things can be found,

I’m telling you things no one would confess, 
Cause I’m not selfish and do not affect much, 
Many things seem stationary, but are restless! 
As things you can really see but can’t touch!

People go ahead and try,

To reach the conclusion where I 
came.
Glory is never to feel high.
Glory is never fame.

Glory is never to brandish a sword.
Glory is the nice things you all
possess,
Like the faith that leads you forward!
Glory is the beauty in the simpleness!

That's the real glory in my point of view,
People it's your turn now.
To find the glory I failed in reaching to!
And I'll be there to show you how.

It’s late for me now but not for you,
To get in from the right door,
To go in the way I must have gone through, 
To know the things I must have known before!

People I never believed.
That the victory could ever be a failure!
Until I got deceived!
And wished if I’ve been told that earlier...

Withaq S.S

A Primer of Postmodernism
Dr. Murari Prasad 

Faculty of Education, 
Sa’adah

A
lthough the term ‘post­
modernism’ was first 
used in reference to 
architecture as early as 
1947, it has impacted 

academia and emerged as a distinct 
category in the field of the art, human­
ities and social sciences since the 
1980s-together with such other coun­
terdiscourses that have gained aca­
demic and disciplinary recognition as 
poststructuralism, postcolonialism, 
feminism, gender studies, culture 
studies, and ethnic studies. However, 
its meanings have been elusive, amor­
phous and unstable. Is postmodernism 
a continuation and development of 
modernism or a form of rebellion 
against it? Is it possible to locate the 
linchpin of the new concept? In other 
words, can we boil postmodernism 
down to a single ‘bottom-line’ propo­
sition? Before engaging with its 
essence we need to look at the prove­
nance of the term.
Modernism and postmodernism are 
movements of different vintage: they 
are not two successive stages in the 
history of the arts. The former refers to 
the movement which dominated the 
arts and culture of the first half of the 
twentieth century; the latter was first 
used to distinguish the post - World 
War II experimental fiction of Samuel 
Beckett, John Barth, Thomas 
Pynchon, and others from the classics 
of high modernism, for example, the 
works of T. S. Eliot, James Joyce, Ezra 
Pound, Virginia Woolf, Wallace 
Stevens, Gertrude Stein, Marcel 
Proust, Stephen Mallarme, Franz 
Kafka, Rainer Maria Rilke, and oth­
ers.
But the concept came along a different 
route to signify the shift in critical par­
adigms. Its ancestry has recently been 
traced to the term postmodernismo, 
first used by Federico de Onis in the 
Hispanic inter-world in the 1930s (the 
notion of modernism, too, was not 
born in the Anglo-American world as 
Ruben Dario, a Nicaraguan poet, is 
responsible for the term modernismo, 
that indicated his withdrawal from the 
Spanish past); and its Anglophone 
variant surfaced in Arnold Toynbee’s 
eight volume of Study of History pub­
lished in 1954 in which he “dubbed 
the epoch that had opened with the 
Franco-Prussian War the ‘post-mod­
ern’ age’ “.
When literary critics such as Harry 
Levin, Leslie Fiedler, Frank Kermode, 
and Ihab Hassan began to use the term 
in the 1960s, they referred to a body of 
new writings which seemed to have 
capitulated to popular culture with 
apparent contempt for art’s autonomy 
from the daily concerns of dominant 
commercial culture. These critics 
deplored the lack of oppositional edge 
in ‘postmodern’ literature which was 
the hallmark of modernist writings. 
However in spite of antagonistic eval­
uation in the 60s and 70s postmod­
ernism’s addiction to heterogeneity, 
excess, gaudiness, mixed genres and 
breaches of decomm in contrast to 
austere modernist asceticism came 
into current vogue in the 1980s. In the 
age of literary theory postmodernism’s 
champions like Fransois Lyotard and 
Jean Baudrillard spurred incisive and 
scintillating debate to foreground the 
characteristic concerns of their proj­
ect. Thus they contributed to the post­
modern moment and made their enter­
prise subject of academic exploration. 
Now what are the major postmod­
ernist concerns? The postmodernists 
argue that intellectuals and artists can­
not fence off social contexts to enjoy 
autonomy because the very materials 
of their work come from the culture 
and the purity of the alienated artist 
which will lead to progressive emaci­
ation of the content of art. The mod­
ernist distinction between ‘high’ and 
‘popular’ art is rejected by postmod­
ernism which has opened the door to 
intertextual elements in literature, 
such as parody, pastiche, disruptive 
narrative techniques, exuberant het­
erogeneity and hybrid blends. Both 

modernists and postmodernists feature 
fragmentation, but their moods vary. 
Modernist writers lament fragmented 
forms of culture with a nostalgia for 
the past (In the Waste Land, too, the 
persona says, “These fragments I have 
shored against my ruin”), while post­
modernist writers celebrate fragmen­
tation and appropriate the given cul­
ture for various ends. Modernism sub­
scribed to the so-called Enlightenment 
project with emphasis on the applica­
tion of reason and logic whereas post­
modernist theoristis, like post-struc­
turalist thinkers of the 1970s, like 
Derrida and Foucault, had no faith in 
“the uncompleted project of mod­
ernism, that of the Enlightenment”. 
They preferred artistic experimenta­
tion to order, unity and consensus for­
mation.
“I define postmodern as incredulity 
toward metanarratives,” Lyotard 
writes. He smokes out his contempo­
rary theorists Jurgen Habermass and 
Fredric Jameson, who led the counter­
attack against Lyotard’s celebration of 
plurality and multitude of localities 
that are smothered in grand narratives. 
Lyotard insists on a series of ‘mininar­
ratives’ because totalizing explana­
tions of human progress and meta­
physical truths or realities are no 
longer tenable. Thus his antifounda- 
tional and antiholistic theory, by con­
trast, admits relativism and provision- 
ality, as well as meshes with the new 
concerns of cultural politics, the New 
Left and varied liberation movements 
like feminism and post-civil Rights 
racial politics of the 1960s onwards.

The emancipatory potential of post­
modernism emerging in the current 
climate of a critical questioning of the 
Western tradition has enabled non- 
Western voices and marginalized cul­
tures to offer alternative perspectives 
on the West’s image of itself and its 
past. Postmodernism has also ques­
tioned the old disciplinary boundaries. 
Literature is no longer confined to 
poems, novels, short stories, and 
plays, but also extends to embrace the 
critical and intellectual activity of a 
civilization in several fields. It has 
inspired pointillist and plural 
approaches to narrate history and 
interpret political theory, philosophy, 
sociology and religion. Thus at one 
level, postmodernism, like postcolo­
nialism, questions the category of 
hegemonic and overprivileged history, 
at another level it is non-representa- 
tional and essentially conservative. On 
the other hand, despite its convention­
al representational mode postcolonial­
ism is radical and can be accepted as 
“the last bulwark against an encroach­
ing total capitalism”. Nevertheless 
what postmodernism, poststructural­
ism and postcolonialism share with 
each other is anit-essentialism. 
Maintaining some common insights, 
these theorists questioned the essen- 
tialist notions of fixed and absolutely 
reliable truths.
At the very least, postmodernism 
highlighted the sites of debate con­
cerning the relation between art and 
society, between art and the dominant 
social order, and the future of the great 
tradition of the West amidst the multi­
plication of voices and questions.

JOINT JAPAN / WORLD BANK 
Graduate Scholarship Program

The Program sponsors master degree program in the 
field of Policy Management for qualified applicants 
from nationals of all Word Bank member countries 
which are eligible to borrow. The selection is highly 
competitive. Application forms are available at the 
World Bank Office in Sana’a. Candidates should 
return application forms directly to the University of 
Tsukuba. Last date for submission of application 
forms is August 31, 2000.

The World Bank
Hadda, Street No: 40
P.O. Box 18152
Telephone: 413 708
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Protected Areas 
and Ecotourism in Yemen

David B. Stanton 
Project Manager 
MRDS Environmental

D
uring the past ten years, 
the worldwide growth 
of ecotourism has been 

phenomenal. Although Yemen
lags far behind in this realm, this 
is not likely to always be the 
case. Nature has endowed 
Yemen with rich natural assets. 
It is now up to man to make 
Yemen safe again for tourists, 
and to pave the way for sustain­
able ecotourism development. 
One of the things that limits the 
ecotourism potential in Yemen is 
a lack of protected areas There

are currently no national parks or 
wildlife sanctuaries in this coun­
try although there are many 
areas here which are worthy of

protection. Studies are currently 
underway to identify sites of 
special interest and to investigate 
the feasibility of creating a park 
system. Significant areas on 
Socotra are in the process of 
assessment for protection pur­
poses. These are major steps in 
a process that may eventually 
lead to new laws granting pro­
tection to important natural 
areas.
Designating national parks and 
other protected areas automati­
cally puts them on the tourist 
map and sets the stage for their 
preservation while providing 
regional employment. Such nat­
ural areas as Jebel Bur’a, Jebel

Iraf, and the mangrove forest on 
Kamaran Island are special sites 
which should be protected. 
Wadis Rima, Sari, and Surdud,

among many others, should also 
receive protection. The Aden 
and Hodeidah marshes are just 
two of the many places in Yemen 
where wildlife sanctuaries 
should be created.
Protective legislation for these 
and other natural areas would set 
the stage for a phase of sensitive 
ecotourist development that 
would eventually provide 
employment while ensuring that 
these places survive well into the 
future. Experience in other parts 
of the world has shown that 
tourists are willing to pay more 
for a service when they are sure 
that it adheres to ecotourism 
guidelines. In other words, that 

waste is disposed of in 
a way that doesn’t 
harm the environment, 
that the development 
doesn’t harm wildlife, 
and that local people 
benefit from the devel­
opment.
Obviously, all of this 
will take time, but the 
process has started, 
and Yemen may some­
day join the ranks of 
the few enlightened 
nations that use their 
resources sustainably. 
Unlike many other

countries, Yemen is in the unique 
position of being able to pre­
serve, rather than having to 
restore, its natural resources.

Students and Summer Vacation

Ismail Al-Ghabri 
Yemen Times

M any students impatient­
ly await the summer 
vacation that implies 

the end of worries and efforts
spent in studying and examina­
tions. It simply means comfort 
and fun for them. However, they 
soon find out that there are certain 
things hindering their desired 
plans. This, in fact, can be attrib­
uted to the following reasons:
1- Many schools think that their 
tasks are confined to looking after 
students only during the study 
terms.
2- Family members’ ignorance of 
the importance of exploiting the 
summer vacation properly. This is 
more found among families of 
illiterate parents who can not 
properly direct their children to 
take advantage of this period fruit­
fully. Giving free rein to children 
may produce regrettable results. 
Being free and having nothing to 
do, they may be allured to bad 
guys abandoning themselves to 
bad habits such as smoking, eve 
teasing in the streets, or taking to 
drinks... etc.
3- Lack of educational, cultural, 
technical centers in which stu­
dents can spend their leisure times 
doing useful things.
4- Lack of public libraries, over 
and above the youths’ ignorance 
of the importance of reading .
5- Insufficient role of media with

regard to raising the students’ 
awareness of the significance of 
proper utilization of the summer 
vacation.
6- Absence of coordination 
between the authorities con­
cerned, i.e., Ministries of Youths 
and Education. They only occa­
sionally cooperate. Each one 
looks after its own internal affairs.
7- Qat sessions and computer 
games halls which allure many 
youths.
8- As far as girls are concerned, 
they spend their leisure times 
either watching TV or loitering 
around streets without trying to 
benefit themselves by doing prof­
itable jobs.
9- Lack of awareness about the 
value of time among society 
members, in general and youths in 
particular. We in Yemen, are 
unable, or unwilling to realize the 
importance of time and how to 
exploit it to make positive 
achievements.
10- There are centers for teaching 
the Holy Quran. However, these, 
unfortunately, do not propagate 
enough for their activities. As 
such, many parents remain igno­
rant of the positive results their 
children can gain from such cen­
ters.
11- Languages and computer 
teaching institutes require high 
fees that some families can not 
afford. The result of this is always 
the refusal of parents to enroll 
their children in these institutes.
12- Sports clubs do not give the 
cultural side its due attention.

In developed and 
advanced countries, 
more attention is paid to 
youths and their 
demands. They work 
hard to create the suit­
able atmosphere for 
youths to benefit from 
their abilities and ener­
gies. Unfortunately, in 
Yemen, understanding 
of the importance of this 
section of society seems 
to be conspicuous by its 
absence.
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