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Unidentified Person Contacts German Ambassador in Sanaa

RANSOM OF USD 1 MILLION DEMANDED
A reliable source has confirmed that the 
kidnapped German trade attache Rainer 
Berns made a telephone call to the 
German ambassador in Sana’a Werner 
Zimprich on Friday evening, assuring 
him that he was in good health. 
Meanwhile, immediately after his call, an 
unidentified person demanded one million 
dollars in return for releasing the German 
diplomat kidnapped on 26 July 2001.
Security authorities have up till now failed 
to locate the whereabouts of the kid­

napped German diplomat nor the identity 
of the kidnappers. Many think that the 
hostage is being held at al-A’amas tribe, 
al-Hada area, Dhamar governorate. On the 
other hand the sheik of the al-A’amas 
tribe, Saleh al-Omaisi, has denied such 
allegations. Al-Omaisi also said that the 
tribesmen confirmed to high ranking offi­
cials at the Interior ministry that they were 
ready to hand over 50 members of their 
tribe to the government to verify that they 
had not kidnapped the diplomat. They also 

demanded that the family of the kid­
napped man visit the area so as to exam­
ine whether any members of the tribe 
resemble the kidnappers, and also 
requested the family to examine the vehi­
cles of the tribe and compare them with 
those of the kidnappers.
The family acquitted the tribe in all the 
allegations, mentioning that none of them 
appeared to be among the kidnappers and 
that the car was not at all similar to that of 
the kidnappers’. Meanwhile Sheik Saleh 

al-Omaisi demanded an apology from the 
government, as well as compensation for 
the false allegations. Sheik Saleh al- 
Omaisi told Yemen Times by phone that 
he was angered and disappointed with the 
way the security forces had harassed him 
and his tribe, based on groundless infor­
mation. “They must arrest those who told 
them that the kidnappers were from our 
tribe. Security forces should not accuse 
just any group unless they have solid evi­
dence. We demand compensation from the 

government for what we have been 
through.” he said. There is conflicting 
news on the whereabouts of the German 
diplomat and those who kidnapped him. 
On the other hand security sources suspect 
that the person who masterminded the 
kidnapping incident was probably from 
the al-A’amas tribe, who just happened to 
be on board the same German plane from 
Frankfurt to Sana’a.

Continued on P2.

Consequences o f Diesel Price Rise Starting to Emerge

INCREDIBLE 50-gr BREAD HITS THE MARKET!

At a time Yemenis thought that the pathetic loaf 
of bread that had suffered from consecutive 
shrinking ventures by bakers is to settle with its 
incredibly small size, they were amazed and 
shocked with yet a smaller version of bread, 
roughly 50 grams in weight. This was a direct 
effect of the increase of diesel prices from 10 
rials per liter to 17. The increase resulted in an 
increase in the cost of transporting goods, includ­
ing wheat and other foodstuffs, resulting in the 
increase in the price of wheat and hence affect­
ing the price of bread.

The new size of the traditional loaf of bread is 
basically a little bit longer than a pen and can be 
held almost completely in one hand and swal­
lowed in two bites. Incredibly enough, people 
continue to buy it, since they have no other 
choice. When asking a supermarket manager 
about this strange and unbelievable size he 
replies, "People had 
refused to buy the bigger 
10-rial loafs and decided 
to go for the 5-rial ones. 
Whether you like it or not, 
this is the only size feasi­
ble for any baker in the 
city. You simply just can't 
win them all."
It is worth noting that
wheat prices had jumped following the diesel 
price rise more than a week ago to over YR 2,000 
from YR 1,800. It is expected that this will have 
an overall effect on all commodities. "Bread is 
life for us. If its price increases, then expect that 
all goods, no matter how far away they may seem 
from wheat, will also increase,” said a shop 
owner. Those developments are similar to, but 

slower in pace than those that occurred following 
the diesel price increase of 20% carried out by 
Dr. Abdulkarim Al-Iryani's government in 1998. 
The first increase triggered public outrage and 
frustration unlike the current one, which seems to 
be insufficient to cause any public response.
Yemen continues to carry out a reform package

that started in 1995 in cooperation 
with the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund. All the 
steps required by the package caused 
short-term damage to ordinary peo­
ple, but are expected to have a fruit­
ful outcome in the long-run.

New FBI Team Arrives in Yemen 
for USS Cole Investigation

According to official 
sources, a new team 
of F.B.I. investigators 
arrived in Sana’a last 
Thursday night to follow up important questions 
related to the Cole bombing incident. The team 
includes new investigators to replace the old team, 
which had attracted some terrorist threats, accord­
ing to the same source. The official 26 September 
newspaper recently mentioned that the F.B.I 
investigators will cooperate with their Yemeni 
counterparts in investigating the incident and 
bringing the culprits to justice. The White House 
fears a terrorist attack against US citizens in 
Yemen, which had previously led to the closure of 
the US Embassy in Sana’a. The suicide attack 
carried out against the USS Cole destroyer on the 
12th of October 2000 while refueling at the port of 
Aden claimed the lives of 17 US marines and 
injured 28 others. Washington believes that 
Osama Ben Laden was behind the attack.

Opposition Refuses to 
Resume Talks with Government

Seven main political parties decided not to 
respond to the call of the government to 
resume dialogue and discussions on the draft 
amendments of the election law. The opposi­
tion parties, including Islah, said on 
Wednesday that they weren’t attending the 
meeting with the government on Saturday. The 
opposition called the PGC to reconsider its 
stance and asked the government to create an 
atmosphere conducive to reconciliation and 
democracy, by way of solving the problems 
and rectifying the faults of the electoral sys­
tem. The opposition expressed surprise at the 
government’s call to resume the discussion 
without meeting the proposals the opposition 
put to resume talks with the government. 
Opposition sources said that the call showed 
how serious the government was in construc­
tive dialogue, adding that the government 
wants to propagate itself through dialogue and 
use it as a cover to bypass the amendments on 
Election Law. The opposition said the govern­
ment hadn’t taken any measures that would 
make the resumption of dialogue possible 
before reaching fruitful results. It added that 
the government had not checked the opposi­
tion’s decision to cease dialogue, and that noth­

ing new had been done to make the opposition 
parties change their mind. It seems that the dia­
logue on the amendments of Elections Law 
causes a problem, widening the gap between 
the government and the opposition. Mr. 
Abdulmalik Al-Mekhlafi, Secretary General of 
the Nasserite party said the government’s 
paper had created a gap between the views of 
both sides, making the opposition realize the 
futility of dialogue. The Assistant Secretary 
General of the Islah Party, Mr. Abdulwahab Al- 
Anesi said last week that the opposition wants 
a comprehensive dialogue in order to reform 
the electoral system at large rather than just 
make amendments to the Election Law. 
However, Mr. Abdulkader Bajammal said that 
his government would resume the dialogue 
with the parties which attend the meeting. He 
said that democracy did not only involve the 
political parties but also the civil organizations 
of society. He added that his government 
would take into account the positive views on 
amendments of Election Law. He 
attacked ruthlessly the opposition’s deci­
sion to freeze dialogue with the govern­
ment in protest against the rise of diesel 
price.
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Words of Wisdom
“Unless a person has a strong sense of 
belonging - it is called patriotism - it is hard 
to imagine that such a person would engage 
in selfless efforts for the nation. There is 
nothing wrong with making money, if it is 
earned.
The point is that most of our politicians 
amass so much money simply because they 
are politicians and not because they have 
earned it. ”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
"Unlivable”...

A
s conditions in Yemen continue to deteriorate in 
terms of economy and security, there is an 
increasing tendency by Yemenis to try and seek 
opportunities abroad. Yearly, hundreds of thou­
sands of Yemenis apply for immigration to

other countries in the hope of finding a better life. Their excuse 
is that Yemen has become "unlivable".
Today, Yemeni people is frustrated more than ever, not 
because of the hardships, but because of the bleak future that 
awaits their children. They believe that the future of the coun­
try would surely be "unlivable" if serious measures are not 
taken.
Analysts and economic experts, who have been trying to pre­
dict the country’s future, openly declared that Yemen may 
indeed be an "unlivable" place on the planet. Their conclusions 
were based on the current statistics in water consumption, pop­
ulation growth, oil production decrease, increasing security 
flaws, potentials for political conflict, and many other factors. 
As a university professor was filing an immigration applica­
tion to Canada, he told me: "How can I stay if enough water is 
not secured for my family, if electricity is out most of the day, 
if prices are too high, and of course, if I cannot guarantee a 
reasonable future for my children?"
The latest diesel price increase is another illustration that liv­
ing conditions are becoming tougher. In a time when pro gov­
ernment organs -unfortunately- still insist that such an increase 
in such a time will bring prosperity to the Yemeni people, its 
effects have started to flex their muscles. One look at the loaf 
of bread (shown on the front page of this issue), which had 
shrunk upon the diesel price increase, could easily trigger pes­
simism and frustration in our readers all over the country. For 
a family of ten, no less than 50 of such loafs of bread would 
be enough for one single meal, which adds extra burdens on 
them.
Furthermore, regarding the latest kidnapping incident, the 
government proved its weakness by confessing its inability to 
find who the abductors were and where the German diplomat 
is being held captive. The security forces are not to blame but 
years of neglect on the part of the successive governments in 
dealing with the illegal small arms trade issue. After all, this 
incident could have happened a long time ago. However, for 
some reason, the kidnappers decided to carry their plans just 
now, perhaps in an attempt to embarrass the new government 
putting it in a difficult situation in front of the world. Whether 
the government have recently been taking positive steps or 
not, the conditions are obviously still deteriorating. Yemen is 
losing every year thousands of hard working nationals seeking 
better opportunities abroad. There should always be hope, but 
hope is running out in most of the new generation. Yemen’s 
can be prevented from becoming "unlivable". But that can 
only be done by solid steps by the highest-ranking decision­
makers in the country.
I just hope that Yemen's "unlivable" conditions do not contin­
ue to dominate, especially nowadays when we need qualified 
cadres to develop and prosper to develop modern Yemen.

Continued from Pl:
RANSOM OF USD 1 MILLION DEMANDED 
They think that he may have planned the kidnapping because while 
in Germany he was the target of blackmail, and so orchestrated the 
kidnapping in retaliation. Nevertheless more reliable sources did not 
confirm this version of events.
All in all, until now there is absolutely no concrete idea on the fate 
of the diplomat, who kidnapped him, or his exact whereabouts. This 
case remains a mystery, and in fact, as one investigator called it " 
a mystery of mysteries Apart from that, all efforts at mediation 
actually seem be of no avail as long as the identity of the kidnappers 
remains unknown. " How can they mediate with tribesmen who did 
not kidnap the German?” a member of the al-Hada tribe asked.
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Training Workshop on Women Rights
For the first time in Yemen, a workshop on 
detecting, investigating, documenting and 
drafting the shadow report concerning women 
rights will be held from August 8 to August 16 
in Sana’a. The workshop is organized by the 
Women Gathering for Studies & Training in 
coordination with the Britain-based humani­
tarian organization Oxfam at the 
Businesswomen Club in Sana’a.
Over 25 participants from the different gover­
norates of the Republic will take part in this 8- 
day workshop. The participants will be trained 
on drafting a shadow report on the women’s 
situation in Yemen, similar to the report pre­
pared by the government and to be presented

by the Government of Yemen to a UN com­
mittee in 2004.
It is worth mentioning that the Women 
Gathering for Studies & Training is the first 
local non-governmental organization (NGO) 
to set up and supervise such a course. In addi­
tion, a committee, to be elected by the work­
shop’s participants, will hold periodic meet­
ings in order to compose a draft of the shadow 
report which will be presented later on to the 
UN in 2004. The Women Gathering for 
Studies & Training will directly supervises the 
committee and the process which will end up 
with the submission of the report to the UN.

Heart-troubled Children Receive 
Treatment Overseas

14 children suffering from heart diseases have 
been sent in Italy and Switzerland to receive 
proper treatment and to undergo surgery. Dr. 
Abdullah Raweh, Chairman of the Amenah 
Charitable Society for Heart Diseases, and a 
cardiologist stated that this organization has 
coordinated this transfer with some hospitals 
in the mentioned countries and added that 
another group of children will be sent abroad

within the next couple of months. Dr. Raweh 
noted that this decision was made to serve the 
sons of Yemen, especially to help those with 
difficult living conditions.
The first group of heart-troubled children is 
expected to be back home at the beginning of 
this week while the other group is said to leave 
by the end of this week.

Al-Jihad Movement 
Concluded its Summer Camp

A summer camp held by a group of affiliates 
to the Islamic Jihad Movement ended in 
Mareb last Thursday. The concluding party, 
held in Serwah in Mareb Governorate, was 
attended by a large audience. During the 
camp, participants listened to many religious

lectures and viewed some documentary films 
on mujahideens ( holly warriors ) from differ­
ent parts of the world. This camp was the first 
of its kind organized by the Jihad Movement 
in Mareb.

Antiques Stolen in Hodeidah
Some antiques and manuscripts written in 
Himyarite alphabet dating back to al- 
Ghasasinah dynasty were stolen at al-Muhor 
mountain in Bura’a Hodeidah Governorate.
A reliable source in Hodeidah told Yemen 

Times that al-Muhor mountain located in 
Bura’a has not been yet registered in the latest

tourist survey conducted by the General 
Authority for Tourism. The reason for that, the 
source said, was “because of the area remote­
ness.”
It added that the lack of potentials at the 
Tourism Office in Hodeidah led to the improp­
er supervision of that area.

Call for Investment in 
Bees Heaving

Participants in the bees heaving workshop 
held in Taiz called for working out on 
measures which would identify the honey 
standards. They also called for developing 
projects in bees heaving with the coopera­
tion of GTZ. This will create investment 
opportunities in the field of honey and 
will support the national economy through 
honey exports to many Gulf and 
European countries.

Egyptian Products on Show
An Egyptian products’ exhibition is to be 
organized in Sana’a from August 1 to 
August 10 in order to widen and enhance 
trade and economic ties between Egypt 
and Yemen. The exhibition displays food 
and iron products, water sanitation tools, 
water pipes, clothes, shoes, table sets, per­
fumes, make up, medicines, fertilizers and 
agricultural fertilizers.

Developing the Weaving & 
Textile Industry

Yemeni Corporation for Weaving and 
Textiles contacted European and Indian 
companies to carry out steps to re-qualify 
Aden and Sana'a factories, develop cloth­
ing industry in Yemen in the aim to cover 
local needs and export the surplus to for­
eign markets. The corporation has devel­
oped the cotton ginnery in Hodeidah at a 
cost of YR 35 million and another plant in 
Zahid at a cost of USD 1 million.

17 Agreements Signed 
between Yemen & Syria

Yemeni-Syrian Joint Supreme Committee 
signed in its final meeting 17 agreements 
and protocols of mutual cooperation in 
different fields. Businessmen from both 
countries discussed avenues to enhance 
economic, trade and investment ties 
between Yemen and Syria.

Canadian Munora 
Explores for Gold

The Canada-based Munora company, spe­
cializing in precious metals, has been con­
ducting a geological survey in Aden 
Wadhi in Hadhramout in order to find 
gold. Reserves in this area are estimated to 
reach 678 tones. However, sources in the 
company said that the exploration process 
is facing problems due to the funding 
deficit of the project. The same sources 
indicated that they would look for other 
partners to conduct their exploring 
process.

Symposium on 
Yemeni-Gulf Relations

A symposium on the future relations between 
Yemen and the Gulf countries will be organized by 
the National Council for Culture & Arts in Kuwait 
in cooperation with the Sana’a-based the Future 
Studies Center at the Taj Sheba Hotel.
The conference will be held during 7-8 August 
2001. The aim of this symposium is to know close­
ly the reality and the future of the relations between 
Yemen and the Gulf countries under the current cir­
cumstances in addition to coming out with a com­
mon vision for bypassing the current unfavorable 
situation between some of the countries of the 
region. A number of academics, intellectuals, econ­
omists and politicians from Yemen and the Gulf 
states are due to take part at this symposium.

Anti-Normalization Committee Calls 
for a Boycott of Israeli Goods

The Yemeni Committee for Resisting 
Normalization with Israel stressed the necessity to 
boycott both Israeli and American products from 
the second and third degree which have been pre­
viously permitted.
In a statement to Yemen Times. Abdulkarim al- 
Khwani, Deputy Chairman of the National 
Committee for Resisting Normalization with Israel 
said that “ Israeli arrogance has exposed the weak 
justifications of the Zionist entity, which have been 
manipulated for trying to lift the boycott on both 
Israeli and American products". Mr. al-khwani 
called for the activation of the role of the boy­
cotting offices together with the official commit­
tees participation in boycotting such products. 
“The lists of the boycotted products should be cir­
culated and made known to the public" al-Khwani 
added.

Seventh Issue of Sheraton’s 
“The Gazette” Published

The seventh issue of the quarterly published news 
gazette of Sheraton-Sanaa Hotel. "The Gazette” 
has been published last week.
The latest issue is rich with several topics and arti­
cles covering staff news, new events, top VIP vis­
its. important events, dining and entertainment, 
along with upcoming events.
According to the editorial of the gazette, Mr. 
Fadeel G. Wehbe. the General Manager of 
Sheraton-Sanaa Hotel stated that “the first six 
months of this year have been eventful.'’

INDEPENDENCE DAY 2001
The Embassy of India, Sana’a, cordially invites 
all Indian nationals in the Republic of Yemen 
along with their families, to join in the 
celebrations of the 54th Anniversary of the 
Independence Day of India on Wednesday, the 
15th August, 2001 at the Embassy premises 
(Building No. 12, Djibouti Street, Off-Haddah 
Street, Sana’a). They are requested to assemble 
at the Embassy at 0820 hours.

PROGRAMME

0830 Hours - Flag Hoisting
- National anthem
- Reading of the President’s address
- Patriotic Songs by children / teachers of the Indian Embassy 

school, Sana’a
- Light Classical Music Programme By Dr. (Mrs) Mangla Apte
- Refreshments

Vacancy
A well-known commercial Company is looking for a highly 
qualified and experienced candidate in the field of Accountancy.

Qualifications:
* At least 10 years in Accounting.
* Fluency & proficiency is essential in both written and spoken 
English as well as Arabic.
Interested candidates should send their CVs and certificates on 
the following address. PO Box: 2566

Galileo Yemen:
Committed to providing 

pioneering secured 
reservation system within 48 

hours for all travel agents 
through the Internet.

For more details, 
please call us on 967 1 264732/3 or 240700

German Embassy 
Language courses

DEUTSCH? REIN PROBLEM

Welcome to our new term!
The new term begins on August 1 and lasts until September 19. 2001.

The beginner’s course will be held three times a week, 1.5 hours a day: 
Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday from 17.10 hrs to 18.30 hrs.
This course offers to you 33 units in total for 55 USS

All other levels (intermediate and advanced) are as usual.
Certificates will be issued upon successful completion.
Courses will be taught by teachers who are experienced, qualified and native 
speakers.
There will not be a registration week, so do not hesitate to join us right away. 
For more information: call the German embassy (413174), The German 
House (247952) or Ms. Judith Labs (266888).

LOCATION OF THE 
GERMAN EMBASSY 

LANGUAGE 
COURSES AS 

USUAL
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Newly Appointed Minister of Public Health, Dr. Munibari to YT:
‘‘AIDS is becoming increasingly prevalent in Yemen, and 

non-communicable conditions such as cancer, heart 
disease and trauma are also on the rise..”

D
r Abdulnasser Al- 
Munibari, 46 Married 
Father of 3 boys and a 
girl. He is specialized 
in cardiology (Master

degree 1990- Doctoratel997- Fellow 
of American collage of cardiology 
1998) working as Assistant Professor 
in The Faculty of Medicine Sana’a 
University.
He worked as Director central of Al- 
Thawra Hospital before being 
appointed as a Minister of Public 
Health & Population

Yemen Times journalist Mohammed 
Bin Sallam has conducted an interview 
with health minister Dr Abdulnasser Al- 
Munibari asking him several questions 
on situation of health sector in Yemen 
and plans of reforming it. YT journalist 
has filed the following report:

Q: What is the ministry's strategy for 
health sector reform?
A: In December, 1998. the Ministry of 
Public Health (MOPH) published its 
reform strategy in the document, Health 
Sector Reform in the Republic of 
Yemen. Strategy for Reform. The 
reform is now underway, with imple­
mentation of some health sector reform 
(HSR) elements initiated, support struc­
tures for the reform set up and function­
ing, and early evaluation of some key 
elements began.
It is less than one year since formal 
implementation of the health sector 
reform began. In this initiation or learn­
ing phase, the Ministry has been able to 
gain judgment and experience regarding 
what will be a realistic pace for the 
reform, who needs to be engaged in the 
reform, management and support needs 
of the reform, and mechanisms for 
donor input and coordination. This pro­
posal, which outlines the support needs 
for the next five years for the coming 
consolidation phase of the reform, is 
based on that experience.
What follows is a blueprint for donors 
and other international organizations 
engaged in supporting Yemen's health 
sector reform. It lays out, using a log 
frame planning methodology, the HSR 
results to be achieved in the next five 
years, the main actions required to 
achieve those results, and the related 
support requirements. It also includes 
an analysis of the health situation lead­
ing up to the reform, the progress of the 
reform to date, and some of the early 
lessons learned.
It is important to mention here the lim­
its of this proposal, the funding needs 
of the MoPH it does not address, and 
how it relates to other MoPH docu­
ments. The main planning vehicle of the 
MoPH is the Second National Five- 
Year Plan for Health Development for 
the years 2001-2005, with which this 
HSR funding proposal coincides. That 
document outlines, in a comprehensive 
manner, the overall plans and require­
ments of the Ministry. The present pro­
posal fits within the broad outlines of 
the Second National Five-Year Plan, 
and takes as its purview a narrower 
scope i.e. the HSR, and more specifical­
ly the software of the HSR. For exam­
ple, the infrastructure needs of the 
MoPH are not detailed in this proposal, 
nor are the specific technical needs of, 
for example, the reproductive health or 
malaria programs. These and other 
more traditional aspects of development 
of the sector are only mentioned in this 
proposal where they relate to the reform 
strategy, but otherwise are not included 
in the long frame.

Q: On what basis have you built your 
Health Sector Reform, do you have a 
situation analysis?
A: Yemen's health situation is one of the 
least favorable in the world. Poverty, 
closely spaced pregnancies, and low 
health awareness combine to start off 
the life of 19% of Yemeni children low 
birth weight (UNICEF. 1997). Low 
birth weight, in turn, is one of the main 
contributors to Yemen's very high 
infant and under-five mortality rates. 
Other reasons are inaccessible and unaf­
fordable health care, low educational 
levels of parents, and low access to

water and sanitation.
Malnutrition is also high, and apparent­
ly rising, the latest figures from the 
1996 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 
showing that the level of moderate to 
severe wasting was 15.9% in 1996, 
compared to 12.7% in 1992 (CSO, 
unpublished). This survey shows that 
almost half of Yemeni children (45%) 
are below average height-for-age. Only 
two countries in the world have a high­
er rate of wasting and only 13 have a 
higher rate of stunting.
Maternal health and health care indica­
tors are also dire, and compare unfavor­
ably with those of other countries in the 
Middle East and North Africa region. 
Some telling indicators, pre-reform, are 
the following :

Maternal mortality rate* ** 
1,000-1,400/100,000 births 
Total fertility rate*** 7.4 
Prenatal care*** 26% 
Postnatal care*** 5% 
Contraceptive prevalence rate** 7%

* MoPH, 1995,
** UNICEF State of the World's 

Children, 1997.
***YDMCHS, 1994

Q: What harm does high fertility rate 
pose to women's health?
A: One of the most serious health risks 
for Yemeni women is their extremely 
high fertility rate. At 7.4 (CSO, 1996). 
the total fertility rate (TFR) is one of the 
highest in the world. High fertility lev­
els are a health concern because of the 
added stress they place on the bodies of 
women, and the higher mortality risk 
these women incur. Children born after 
short birth intervals also suffer higher 
levels of morbidity and mortality. In 
addition, high fertility levels are of 
major concern for the development of 
the country, because Yemen's resources, 
especially its water resources, can not 
support a rapidly expanding population. 
The population growth rate is faster 
than the expansion rate of health facili­
ties, while the expansion rate of educa­
tional facilities only just keeps up with 
population growth.
Yemen remains in the early stages of the 
epidemiological transition, with mor­
bidity and mortality from communica­
ble diseases still predominating over 
non-communicable diseases, and with 
high levels of malnutrition prevailing. 
The most common and serious health 
conditions Yemen faces are diarrhea, 
malnutrition, complications of pregnan­
cy, acute respiratory infections, and 
malaria. AIDS is becoming increasing­
ly prevalent in Yemen, and non-commu­
nicable conditions such as cancer, heart 
disease and trauma are also on the rise 
(World Bank. Radda Barnen, UNICEF. 
Volume II, 1998).

Q: What would you tell us about the 
Government Health Sector in 
Yemen?
A: Yemen adopted the PHC approach in

1978, the year of the Alma Ata 
Conference. To implement this 
approach, Yemen has utilized a tradi­
tional facility-based, three -tier health 
delivery system of health units, health 
centers and hospitals. This system has 
been gradually expanding, and geo­
graphic coverage has risen from 10% in 
1970 to an estimated theoretical 50% at 
present (real access to services, as 
measured by the presence of services 
within health facilities, rather than sim­
ply the presence of health facilities 
themselves, is substantially lower). 
Health manpower has similarly expand­
ed, with health manpower institutes 
(HMI) now operating in eleven of 
Yemen's eighteen governorates, and 
with private and public universities 
also graduating health staff in large 
numbers.
Adherence to this traditional health 
facility based model of health care, 
which sought the expansion and prolif­
eration of government health facilities 
and health manpower as the solution to 
Yemen's health care needs, went largely 
unchallenged throughout the 1980s. 
Almost from its inception, however, the 
health system has suffered from numer­
ous structural and service delivery prob­
lems including poor quality of services, 
low staff morale, lack of essential 
drugs, inadequate levels of running 
costs, low efficiency, underutilization, 
leakage of resources out of the system

into private hands, lack of rationaliza­
tion of service usage, and lack of equity 
in the distribution of facilities and man­
power. Despite these and other prob­
lems, donors and government alike 
continued to support this system, 
attempting to improve it through capi­
tal investments, training, minor struc­
tural adjustments, and the injection of 
donor funds. Throughout, it was 
severely underfunded by government. 
During this same period, Yemen's eco­
nomic situation was weakening, and 
finally reached a point of crisis in the 
early 1990s, due to a series of internal 
and external events. Yemen's economy 
at that time was characterized by declin­
ing productivity, spiralling inflation, 
devaluation of the Yemeni rial, a large 
and inefficient public sector, increasing 
poverty, high unemployment, and a 
large foreign debt. It was with this dra­
matic economic downturn that the 
MoPH began to seriously question the 
potential and sustainability of its model. 
While in 1995, Yemen launched an eco­
nomic reform program which resulted 
in significant economic improvement at 
the macro-economic level, poverty con­
tinued to rise. In 1998, the fall in petrol 
prices, with consequent severe budget­
ary cuts in government programs, 
served as a reminder that the crisis was 
far from over, and that both citizens and 
the government sector would be con­
strained in their spending ability for 
some years to come.

Q: How do you assess the effect of the 
economic crisis on health sector in 
Yemen?
A: The consequences of the economic 
crisis for the government health sector, 
combined with the effects of rapid pop­

ulation growth, have been dramatic. 
The per capita budget for the sector 
dropped by 37% between the periods 
1990-1993 and 1994-1996, crippling an 
already underfunded system (World 
Bank, Radda Barnen, UNICEF, Volume 
II. 1998). Rapid inflation has meant 
that government health workers, in 
common with all civil service employ­
ees, have seen a dramatic drop in their 
real wages. A 1996 analysis of wages of 
public health sector employees in four 
governorates showed that between 50 
and 80% of these employees per gover­

norate received a level of wages that 
placed them below the poverty line 
(ibid.). Since that time, cost of living 
increases, the removal of government 
subsidies from wheat and other basic 
items, and stagnating wage levels have 
combined to increase poverty of gov­
ernment health workers even more. 
This has exacerbated the pre-existing 
problem of health workers diverting 
patients from government facilities to 
their private practices, and the demand­
ing of "under the table" payments with­
in the public sector.
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Education in Yemen:

Steady Deterioration
M

ohammed M. 
Qahtan is both the 
head of the Political 
Division of the 
Islah Party and one 

of the founding members of the Party. 
We asked the manager of the Political 
Division for his opinion on the decla­
ration of the Prime Minister of the role 
of political parties in Yemen. Mr. 
Qahtan replied that resolutions aimed 
at amending the law of election 
brought to the surface how those in 
power are impatient to achieve every­
thing for their own ends. Our most 
recent experience of how democracy 
works in this country was the sup­
pression and marginalization of the 
role of opposition political parties in 
participating in the process of elec­
tions. This has come at the same time 
as limitations placed on the freedom of 
expression and the tightening of the 
governments grip on the institutions of 
civil society, all just for the benefit of 
those in power, that is, the ruling party. 
Concerning the many discrepancies 
which have surfaced within the party 
itself. Mr Qahtan said that he didn’t 
have the same opinion, and that each 
party member had his own individual 
ideas. Those problems which were 
discussed could be considered a posi­
tive outcome. Adding that survival of 
the fittest is the only thing that can 
ensure a dynamic political system, he 
also said that there weren’t any spe­
cific issues that could not be resolved. 
This fairly ‘balanced’ opinion is the 
one that seems to prevail and has ulti­
mately been adopted by several con­
stitutional institutions. Mr Qahtan also 
said that It was natural for a variety of 
interpretations and solutions to a single 
problem to exist. It is also possible for 
a particular problem to be raised 
before being approached freely from 
different angles within institutions like 
the general secretariat, the high coop­
eration, the General conference, the

Shura (Consultative) Assembly, as 
well as local assemblies in the coun­
try’s governorates . Each of these 
institutions safeguards the opinions of 
the others. Mr. Qahtan clarified the aim 
of the election law amendments. 
These, he believes, aim to miscarry the 
independence of the Supreme Election 
Committee (SEC) and to submit it to 
the executive authority. He also 
expects there to be a general trend 
towards using the IDs in the election 
process. Additionally, those in posi­
tions of responsibility are (according to 
Mr Qahtan) aiming to restrict the role 
of all possible civil liberties. With 
regard to the coming elections, Mr 
Qahtan said that it would be a difficult 
process and that there was only one 
way to embark on a peaceful struggle 
and only one choice for the people. He 
said that the main task was to summon 
those who are honest as well as the 
intelligentsia, all of whom understand 
the importance of the democratic 
choice of the Shura Assembly.
Regarding the current cooperation 
between the different opposition par­
ties Mr. M. Qahtan declared that they 
were ready to coordinate with virtual­
ly anyone for the sake of consolidating 
and reinforcing the country’s experi­
ment with democracy and preventing 
the mockery or disparaging of the sys­

tem. On the integration of the scientif­
ic institutions and the Islah party atti­
tude. Qahtan said that the former 
belonged to the government while the 
latter held views diametrically opposed 
to it. He believes that although this has 
in general been quite an instructing 
experience, the political process in 
matters of education was flawed, and 
that the situation of the education sys­
tem was progressively deteriorating. “ 
I’d like to tell you that if you read the 
conference’s paper on this issue you 
will see that it discusses an education­
al vision which is opposed by 90% of 
the electorate. The conference’s paper 
has inspired all kinds of deceptive and 
unacceptable propaganda. I think the 
educational issue has to be tackled 
seriously and a national conference has 
to be held by specialist educationalists 
who are free of the ideological bulwark 
of the ruling party. If you come and see 
who constitutes the scientific institute, 
you will notice that around 50% of its 
cadre belongs to the PGC.”
In relation to the directives issued by 

the Ministry of Education on prevent­
ing a number of activities, Mr Qahtan 
said that the authorities have became 
very annoyed at activities like camp­
ing, demonstrations and the holding of 
festivals. He added that the Yemeni 
people have every right to establish 
summer camps, since these in no way 
violate the law. Preventing such activi­
ties is, however, a violation of the law. 
Mr. Qahtan clarified that there was a 
rumor that the US was involved in 
trying to have scientific institutes 
abolished, and also said that internal 
matters like these were frequently 
ascribed to either regional or interna­
tional parties.
Mr Qahtan said that it was extremely 

difficult for him to talk in this way, 
since he is an official political repre­
sentative, and besides which not 
enough concrete evidence exists to 
prove his accusation. However, he did 

seem able to claim that the US fears 
such accusations.
At length, Mr Qahtan hopes that 
Yemen’s relations with neighboring 
states like Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
in particular, and the USA and 
European nations in general, will 
eventually flourish. “I think improving 
such relations will in the future reflect 
positively on both the people and 
country as a whole. Cool relations with 
foreign states has a negative impact on 
us”. Regarding religious parties, and 
more specifically the establishment of 
a new Salafi-oriented party in the 
Yemeni political arena, he answered in 
the negative. Mr. Qahtan was asked 
about the diversity of political doc­
trines and how Yemen can learn from

them. He also thinks that the problems 
facing the country are extremely com­
plex, some being of more urgent 
importance than others. He touched on 
the issue of the rapid progress of tech­
nology and the many transitions the 
world was going through.
Mr Qahtan added that it was time to 
discuss the administration of schools in 
Japan and the administrative experi­
ence in the US. He also stressed the 
need to avoid international conflicts, 
since these always have the same 
inevitable consequences.
People in Yemen desperately need to 

make a decent living, the unemployed 
need job opportunities, both the 
national and individual incomes need 
to improve, and there is also a need to 
begin thinking about how to find new 
mechanisms for investing in and reha­
bilitating the Yemeni workforce. On 
the deterioration of educational, the 
economy, and the internal security sit­
uation, Mr. Qahtan approached the 
subject from two angles: the one being 
optimistic, the other pessimistic. From 

an optimistic standpoint, he empha­
sized the need to adhere to the path of 
democracy, both within the various 
social classes and the political forces 
of the country. In this way Yemen may 
to some extent emerge from its current 
crisis.
From the pessimistic point of view, he 
went on to claim that if the situation 
continued even greater complications 
would arise, adding insult to injury. In 
response to the hostility on the part of 
internal and external parties for 
belonging to Islamic movements, he 
said that what had been published by 
the PGC’s press was concerned over 
nothing. The Islah Party has its own 
perspective and has become known to 
all. At last he was asked about whether 
that party had held talks with foreign 
representatives as other parties had 
done, but answered in the negative. In 
conclusion, Mr. Mohammed M. 
Qahtan reiterated his appeal to all who 
support and believe in democracy in 
Yemen to work together hand in hand 
to achieve their goal.

Incomplete Partnership
Mohammed Al-Ghubari

E
xcluding tribal sheikhs 
and the compliments 
exchanged between 
Yemeni and Saudi offi- 
cials during the meetings 

of the Yemeni-Saudi Higher 
Coordination Council, nothing new 
has taken place on the thawing of rela­
tion between the two states, which 
have experienced their worst days 
since the eruption of the second Gulf 
war.
The situation of the ailing King of 
Saudi Arabia has contributed to the 
stance of Riyadh with regard to its for­
eign relations. Obviously, there are 
many influential power centers in 
Riyadh which determine Saudi foreign 
policy, due to the absence of any equi­
librium within the Saudi leadership. 
The most important thing in this 
regard is the Saudi influence on 
Yemen, which has existed for a long 
time indeed. This influence has cast a 

shadow on Yemeni-Saudi relations for 
the last three decades. Exactly one 
year has passed since the signing of a 
border treaty between the two states, 
which appears to have failed to influ­
ence the Yemeni leadership owing to 
mutual distrust. Similarly the econom­
ic, political, and social progress 
Yemen strives for through its rap­
prochement with the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia are now being trans­
ferred from the individual level to 
encompass the nation at large, with the 
aim of creating a common national 
ideal which is favorable to this rap­
prochement.
Yemeni officials can not hide their 
resentment and indignation at the 
stance of the Saudi Second Deputy 
Prime Minister, Minister of Defense, 
Princess Sultan Ben Abdulaziz who 
keeps a close eye on a special task­
force committee which he directly 
supervises. This committee is consid­
ered to be a significant factor in the 
Yemeni-Saudi conflict over the last 

three decades. The committee grants 
certain influential Yemeni tribal 
sheikhs and even some government 
officials large sums of money.
Such a situation may have been justi­
fiable before the signing of the border 
treaty in June, 2000 but continuing 
with it now causes real concern over 
its actual intention, particularly given 
that Saudi officials have refused to 
continue offering grants and assistance 
to Yemen as they previously did 
before the Gulf crisis. So, a question 
presents itself: why does Saudi Arabia 
insist on following the same policy in 
continuing to pay tribal sheikhs while 
adopting a new one with regard to 
financial aid.
If Saudi officials intend to change the 
means for supporting Yemen on the 
pretext that the economic situation in 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has 
changed then it should channel the 
millions of Saudi Riyals to the project 
of developing Yemen instead of to the 
country’s tribal sheihks.
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Toward a New Strategy 
for Attracting Foreign Investors

Mahyoub Al-Kamali

A
thorough review and a 
clear plan to attract for­
eign investment in Yemen 
is urgently needed. For a 
couple of years the

Yemeni government has adopted a num­
ber of measures and regulations to pro­
mote investments and attract foreign cap­
ital. However, the facilities offered to 
foreign investment by the Yemeni law 
are not widely known abroad, which 
could be the reason behind the slow 
growth in foreign investment in Yemen. 
A new vision must be adopted to improve 
the situation and create confidence

among potential investors.

Low investments in fisheries & tourist 
services
The latest official figures reveal that the 
General Authority for Investments has 
licensed about 107 projects during the 
current year. All these projects are esti­
mated to have cost YR 14.5 million and 
to have created 3091 job opportunities. 
Yet, these figures indicate that the 
licensed projects in fisheries, with a total 
of 13 projects at an estimated cost of YR 
60 billion, sharply decreased. In addition, 
the tourism-related projects have 
decreased to 12 projects at an estimated 
cost of one billion Rials. Despite the sig­
nificance of the fisheries sector and its 
great potential, there were only fish- 
related 2 projects at an estimated cost of 
YR 738 million.

In the manufacturing sector, the number 
of the licensed projects equalled 49 at an 
estimated cost of YR 7 billion while the 
agricultural sector totals only 31 projects 
at the estimated cost of YR 4 billion.

Globalization & Investment
Amidst this rapidly changing world and 
trade liberalization, a big number of huge 
companies are trying to diversify their 
investments base in different parts of the 
world. The availability of ample infor­
mation and its communication are there­
fore of paramount importance for foreign 
investors. Thus, it is essential that the 
Yemeni government focus on efficiently 
disseminating information related to the 
available investment opportunities in the 
different sectors.
Nevertheless, it is clear that the Yemeni 
government has amended the investment

law which offers facilities to local and 
foreign investors. Moreover, the Free 
Zone General Authority and a Higher 
Council for Investments were created in 
the sole purpose of assuming the 
issuance of permits for investment proj­
ects.

Concrete Steps
Some observers point out that the follow­
ing steps would solve the issue of slow 
investment in Yemen:
First: Undertaking feasibility studies for 
potential investment projects taking 
place in the free zone and sectors such as 
oil, manufacturing, tourism, agriculture 
and infrastructure.
Second: Targeting the Arab and foreign 
countries with potential investors and 
then publicizing the investment opportu­
nities in these countries.
Third: Modeling the means to communi­
cate the information related to invest­
ment projects, Yemeni laws and regula­
tions with the aim of getting the busi­
nessmen and investing companies 
acquainted on the economic situation in 
Yemen.
Fourth: Organizing business meetings 
between Yemeni investors and their for­
eign counterparts in an effort to contem­
plate possible joint ventures to be estab­
lished in Yemen.
Fifth: Initiating bilateral agreements 
between Yemen and important partners 
to protect investments, restrict double 
taxation, and look into new economic 
and trade cooperation.
Sixth: Preparing a marketing campaign 
which will underscore the various advan­
tages that Yemeni laws and regulations 
offer to foreign investment.
It is certain that these measures will 
boost foreign investment in Yemen and 
will make the country more attractive to 
foreign capital. Moving from promulgat­
ing laws and regulations to the advertis­
ing phase will contribute to an increasing 
flow of investment and capital to the 
country.
As foreign investors need assurances and 
guarantees protecting their capital in any 
country seeking foreign investment, the 
Yemeni government must create an envi­
ronment favorable to the economic pros­
perity and safeguarding foreign capital. 
A clear vision to attract investment in the 
country needs to be rapidly formulated. 
Due to its unique location and advan­
tages offered to investors, the Aden Free 
Trade Zone should also play a major role 
in this new scheme.
Yemen is ideal for investment and will 
without any doubt witness a great eco­
nomic prosperity if the government and 
the competent authorities of Yemen focus 
on establishing contact with the foreign 
investors and attracting them by creating 
an environment prone to investment 
growth.

Announcement 
for Public Auction

Yemen Navigation Lines is interested to sell its two Coaster Ships MV. Aden Call Sign (70 MK) and MV. 
(Mukalla) Call Sign (70 MJ) which now lying at Aden outer anchorage approaches on ‘As IS” basis.

Interested buyers are invited to exhibit the two ships at any time during office hours with effect from the 
date of this announcement. Only those who fulfil the obligation of observing the terms of entering the 
auction are allowed to participate personally or through their authorised persons:

MV. Aden MV. Mukalla
Year of manufacturing 1973 1965
Deal Weight 1725T 1750T
Length 77.91 M 68.60 M
Width 11.53 M 10.75 M
Draught 04.96 M 05.13 M

Terms for entering the Auction
An open auction will take place @ 1000 har on Wednesday 8th August, 2001 at YNL Premises, Steamer
Point, Aden provided participants have already fulfilled the following terms:
1- Prior Payment of USD 1000 only being entry fees and down payment otherwise returnable if 

unsuccessful.
2- Successful buyers are obliged to pay 30% of the cost of the deal in cash or by a verified bank cheque 

unrefunded if ship(s) have not been withdrawn.
3- Balance of payment should be effected in two weeks time maximum during which a Deed of Sale 

will be made.
4- Other liable taxes, dues (including 1% of the whole cost payable to Aden Govt. Assessment Fund) 

shall be executed by the party receive the ship(s).
5- Withdrawal of ship(s) should take place within 14 days and up to the proposals of the Aden Port 

Officer.
6- For further information, please call on 201926 Telefax 204679 during office hours 0900 - 1300 LT 

(0600 GMT - 1100GMT) (NATSHIP) or 202060 / 201186 fax 202 644 / 205478 (NATSHIP)

Foreign Investment in 
Hadramaut on the Rise

T
he Governorate of 
Hadramaut ranked first 
with regard to the size of 
foreign investment in 
Yemen thanks to its huge 

oil reserves, its richness in fish and ani­
mals, and several well appreciated 
touristic attractions. For more than 500 
years, Hadramaut’s main economic 
activity has been gum trade via marine 
and land routes.

70% of Yemen Oil from Hadramaut 
Based on some local figures, the 
Hadramaut Valley has become an 
attractive area for foreign investment 
which incited the government to make 
big efforts to complete the infrastruc­
ture and facilities necessary for the 
region’s development.
Oil sources state that 70 percent of the 
total oil production of Yemen amount­
ing to around 460000 barrels per day is 
extracted from oil fields located in 
Hadramaut. The most important one in 
the region, called al-Maseelah oil field, 
reaches a daily production of around 
290000 barrels and is run by Canada­
based Nexen.
Moreover, other sources indicate that 
15 international companies operate in 
oil exploration and extraction in the 
Hadramaut Valley, such as TOTAL of 
France operating Block No. 10 with a 
production of 120000 barrels a day.
Recently, geophysical studies unveiled 
that the region contains huge oil and 
natural gas reserves which require 
tremendous capitals for their exploita­
tion.

Investors Flock in Hadramaut
An oil refinery plant has recently been 
established by some Yemeni and Saudi

businessmen in Mukalla, the capital of 
Hadramaut District, at a cost estimated 
to be around USD 500 million.
News reports say that foreign compa­
nies operating in Hadramaut originate 
from 20 countries and carry out more 
than 80 projects at the estimated cost 
of USD 1,5 billion.
Economic reports also indicate that oil 
production in Hadramaut will reach at 
the end of the current fiscal year over 
340000 barrels a day after the 
Maseelah block saw its oil reserves 
jump from 76 million barrels to 199 
million barrels.

Promoting investment in 
Hadramaut
The government is pressing ahead with 
its efforts to connect the Hadramaut 
Valley with the different districts of the 
region by building a network of 
asphalted roads which will facilitate 
transports within the Governorate. 
Furthermore, new telecommunication 
facilities and ground satellite dishes 
were set up to connect the Governorate 
with the rest of the world.
The Governorate of Hadramaut is also 
well-known for its palm products cov­
ering 55% of domestic demand, its 
high quality natural honey, with 40% 
of the production used for local con­
sumption and the rest exported to the 
Gulf countries, and top quality sea 
products which are exported. The 
region is an excellent touristic destina­
tion as well that attracts people from 
all over the world.
In conclusion, Hadramaut with all its 
resources and potentials has become an 
essential economic actor which con­
tributes for 60% of the national gross 
domestic product of Yemen.

UNICEF’s Projects Reduce Poverty 
and Restrict Illiteracy in Yemen

U
NICEF, one of the 
United Nations (UN) 
agencies, implemented a 
number of health , cul­
tural. social and con­

struction-related projects all over the 
country. Millions of dollars were spent 
on development projects in areas such 
as Ludar, Mukeras, al-Wathe’a, Russad 
at an estimated cost of USD 5 million. 
UNICEF projects especially focus on 
providing potable water to the inhabi­
tants of these areas. In coordination 
with the competent authorities in the 
governorates, UNICEF is trying to pre­
vent the open water wells from being 
polluted during rainfall seasons. The 
agency has implemented these projects 
in six districts in the Governorate of 
Abyan and the city of Udain in Ibb 
District.
During the past couple of years, 
UNICEF has provided 12 electrical 
pumps, a water pipes network and other 
related equipment to be used for a num­
ber of water projects in the district of 
Ludar in Abyan. The cost has been esti­

mated at YR 47 million.
Furthermore, UNICEF has allocated an 
additional YR 50 million fund in 1997 
for the completion of these projects. 
Over than 16 medical units have been 
rehabilitated in remote areas in cooper­
ation with local inhabitants responsible 
for the supervision of the health units 
and involved with the health education 
campaign. Midwives were also trained 
by the UNICEF in the rural areas 
requiring these services due to the 
weakness of the government health 
departments.
UNICEF also promotes continuing edu­
cation of Yemeni girls in rural areas 
through various educational projects 
implemented all over the country. 
Moreover, UNICEF helps Yemeni soci­
ety to overcome different poverty 
issues, high rate of school drop-outs 
and other problems related to child­
hood. In addition UNICEF increase the 
well-being in Yemeni society by build­
ing classrooms and providing stationery 
to school students in different areas of 
the country.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Embassy of India 
Sana’a

Invites applications for the following two immediate 
vacancies:

(1) Interpreter-cum-Translator
(2) commercial Assistant

Qualifications Required:
1) Fluent n both English and Arabic
2) University Degree
3) Ability to translate from Arabic into English and vice 

versa
4) Experience in translation/Commercial 

correspondence
5) Ability to use compute (Word/Excel/lnternet)

Interested candidates are requested to send their 
applications with detailed CV to the Head of 
Chancery, Embassy of India, Sana’a at 12 Djibouti 
St., off Hadah Road, Tel. 508084/85, Fax NO. 508105
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By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Back To the Holy Land:
It Is Criminal, Not Just Excessive or Provocative!

T
ime and again, this column 
has pointed out the crimi­
nal monstrosity that the 
Zionist Movement is set 
out to be and time and

again the Zionist regime, especially 
with its ultra right wing Government in 
office, headed by the butcher of the 
Holy Land, Ariel Sharon, almost delib­
erately endeavors to prove this charac­
terization without fail.
It seems fairly clear now, even to the 
most ignorant bystander that what 
Israel is perpetrating in the remaining 
Palestinian enclaves, particularly, since 
the butcher came to the helms, is an 
obvious ethnic cleansing campaign, 
notwithstanding the desires of the inter­
national community, and not giving one 
speck of consideration at the fuel that is 
being ignited throughout the Middle 
East, in particular and the Islamic 
World in general.
We have no difficulty in fully under­
standing what the Zionist monster is 
doing in he Holy Land and we have no 
difficulty in realizing that this menace 
will stop at no juncture to complete its 
criminal designs in the Holy Land, and 
will pay no heed to all the public plead­
ings for an end to the violence in the 
region by the international community. 
The trouble that still remains is that the 
fundamental supporter and backer of 
this Zionist mobster in the region, the 
United States, still looks at matters in 
the region with a cataract infected eye, 
not even given due consideration to the 
human toll in lives and the misery that 
has become the way of life for those 
Palestinians, who await their turn as the 
Zionist death machine continues to 
unleash its systematic campaign of 
death and humiliation against the 
defenseless Palestinian people, who 
have become the victims of one of the 
most heinous crime against humanity 
ever inflected since Adolph Hitler.
The latest unsurpassed criminal acts of 
Sharon could only be viewed by the 
United States as being “excessive and 
provocative”, thus giving such actions 
a taint of legality and understanding, 
which as far as Sharon and his gang of 
pseudo Zionist mobsters are concerned 
is regarded as no more than the contin­
ued impetus to carry on as they please, 
because the United States has done no 
more than give an analysis of the situa-

tion, rather than express an opinion that 
stands to give strength to international 
law and humanitarian conduct of “dem­
ocratic” states, which Israel and the 
international Zionist mob constantly 
pictures Israel to be. Not to mention 
that the United States, especially since 
the Bush Administration took over has 
totally ignored its role as the Conductor 
in the Middle East peace process, long 
ago thrown out the window, by the not 
lesser criminal act of Ariel Sharon vio­
lating the sanctity of the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque by wobbling his impure blood­
stained mega-physique through its 
sacred grounds ten months ago, in 
order to unleash the systematic pro­
gram of death and evacuation of the 
Palestinians from the remaining areas 
of the West Bank and Gaza just so the 
First Phase of the International Zionists 
Conspiracy can be implemented in full, 
which Sharon has unabashedly made it 
clear that he is set on fulfilling, 
notwithstanding the soft tones of disbe­
lief that are issued in Washington from 
time to time, to placate its Arab friends, 
who are begging Washington to take a 
more firm hand, before the Arab mass­
es could get out of hand and start hit­
ting left and right against American 
interests and the thrones of the Arab 
kings and presidents, who have shown 
total impotence in reacting to the 
increased intimidation of the Zionist 
state against their dignity and their 
honor, if we can assume that there is 
still any of that much left in the Arab 
rulers, which we frankly have not seen 
any evidence of whatsoever.
As the situation continues to get worse 
day by day in Palestine and as the 
butcher continues to illustrate that he 
has no intention of easing his thirst for 
Palestinian Arab blood, nor his inten­
tion of waging his own dirty war 
against the sensitivities and beliefs of 
the Moslem community of the world, 
clearly not worrying about the interna­
tional implications of such narrow­
minded chauvinistic and demagogic 
orientation, while trying to have the 
world believe that this is a Divine des­
tiny given to the Jewish people, as 
Zionist demagogues always try to paint 
their unholy adventure of mischief in 
the Holy Land, it is obvious that there is 
no hope of a let up, since the United 
States continues to give Sharon his go-

ahead signals to carry on, because the 
United States is too busy to carry out its 
responsibility as a genuine peacemaker, 
which it asked for in the first place, 
thanks to the prodding of the Zionist 
lobby in the United States. There is no 
telling what the future holds, but for 
sure there are no plus marks for 
American foreign policy if it is not 
going to take firm effective action that 
will domesticate the animal it has 
unleashed in the region and continues 
to supply with the machinery and the 
resources to carry out its merciless cold 
blooded murder of the Palestinian peo­
ple and systematic eradication of any 
Palestinian entity.
Coming back to the Arab World, it 
seems clear that for sure the Arab 
World will not be able to show its true 
colors in dealing with this tragedy, sim­
ply because the Arab leaders at the 
helms now do not have the nerve or the 
true desire of acting along the desires of 
their constituencies. Even in the oil 
rich Arab states, it is the belief of this 
observer that the majority of the people 
in these states are willing to support 
their Governments’ firm action of shut­

ting off the faucet that sends the oil to 
activate the American and western 
economies, since these states are 
unabashed in their carelessness about 
what Israel is doing to our Arab 
brethren, if these Arab Governments 
would stop acting chicken and show 
that their minds and hearts are operat­
ing along the same wavelengths as their 
subjects for a change, rather than con­
tinue to placate the desires of their mas­
ters in Washington and the internation­
al Zionists organizations that see the 
present Arab leadership as their best 
guarantee that the Zionist campaign in 
Palestine will proceed uninterrupted by 
any sincere and serious effective reac­
tion coming from the Arab World. The 
only way for the Arabs to be effective 
in dealing with the horrors that their 
brethren in Palestine are being subject­
ed to at this stage is to seriously start 
thinking along these lines, or else soon­
er or later their constituencies are going 
to find them to be no more than puppets 
of the Zionist butcher - no more, no 
less.
Then, only time can tell what will hap­
pen to them and to the rest of the world.

Efforts Deserve Thanks

Yasser M. Ahmed

S
ana’a is the face of Yemen, 
since it’s the historical cap­
ital of the country and all 
humane civilizations. Its 
age reaches back thousands 

of years. No wonder it is the most 
ancient city in the world. It still pre­
serves its heritage to this day, hence 
looking after it should be equivalent to 
its place.
During previous years, Sana'a didn’t 
receive any attention, nor any efforts 
that deserve thanks which can present 
Sana’a as a clean and planned capital. 
the cause refers to that the people who 
manage its affairs don’t emptize their 
time for it.
But after appointing Mr. Ahmad Al- 
kuhlani as mayor of Sana’a city, many 
changes for the better took place and 
reflect on both the city and its people. 
Those changes indicate the efforts that 
Mr. Al-kuhlani and his management 
make for starting the reformation of 
Sana’a, are not easy or simple. On the 
contrary, they deserve thanks and 
appreciation, because they quickly res­
cue people.
After those efforts we find streets and 
residential areas that have never before 
been lit up, beginning to be lit as a 
result of wise management. Moreover, 
sewage works have begun to be pre­
pared, and all road barriers are 
removed.
In addition, that paper which includes 
plans on cleanness and which has been

distributed to all the media and social 
groups. All that indicates how much 
enlightened that person is the person 
who connects the cleanness of the cap­
ital with efforts of all groups of socie­
ty. and that in itself.
So, the mayor’s enthusiastic endeav­
ors should continue as they are. We 
also should extend a helping hand to 
that person who wants to create some­
thing beautiful and not to frustrate any 
one who wants to do something.
And here we should say that all the 
media, independent or opposition’s 
newspapers, should look at successful 
people through the eye of justice. And 
to criticize constructively every one 
wants to evaluate his works, but not to 
ignore any success of any official 
claiming it as opposition and useless 
critization. And this is very unjust.
Journalism worldwide (opposition or 
independent) agrees with the ones who 
serve the interest of society as a moral 
tradition, and it doesn’t ignore any suc­
cess of any official even if that official 
belongs to a party which doesn’t repre­
sent those newspapers.
Hence, those newspapers create a kind 
of awareness in the society lying on 
respecting principles and laws serving 
society and work to develop society. 
On the other hand, public don’t say 
about those newspapers that they com­
pliment that official. On the contrary, 
they say that those newspapers 
become more respectable when they 
treat justly those who work hard. So, 
journalism hold its responsibility suc­
cessfully and becomes an important 
forum for enlightening society and 
forging social relationships.
Thank you Mr. Ahmad Al-kuhlani.

When Electricity Turns into 
a Tool of Death

Imad Al-Saqqaf

O
ne of the significant 
achievements of the 
Yemeni revolution is the 
introduction of electrici­
ty, but unfortunately up 

to this very moment most small towns 
and villages still lack this basic neces­
sity. In cities, electricity has become 
more harmful than useful. As the old 
electricity stations have become 
unable to supply the cities with suffi­
cient power, particularly during the 
summer season in the hot cities as the 
demand for electricity grow. Thus, the 
Electricity Corporation restored to 
blackout the major cities for two to 
three hours a day. This act has caused 
lots of problems for the subscribers 
starting with students who have been 
deprived from studying as unfortu­
nately the final university exams and 
the high school exams as well coincide 
with the summer season. On the other 
hand, many of the electrical appliances 
are subjected and some times get dam­
aged and this is an issue of major con­
cern since the majority of the Yemeni 
families can not afford the purchase of 
new ones. Furthermore, electricity is 
behind different fire accidents the last 
of which is the fire took place at the 
Yemenia Airlines building in the last 
couple of months.

The Electricity Corporation attributes 
the causes of these frequent blackouts 
to the weakness of the power plants 
and bad condition of the electricity 
network while the citizens attribute 
them to the willingness of the govern­
ment to make the people feel the 
importance of electricity and to know 
the difference between the darkness of 
the Imamate rule and light brought the 
revolution. Some people say that the 
Electricity Corporation has stroked a 
deal with the candles importers with 
the aim of raising the demand for this 
product. The deal between the two 
parties stipulates that the first party 
(the Electricity Corporation) is to fre­
quently blackout the major cities so as 
to give chance for the second party to 
sell large quantities of stockpiled can­
dles.
Electricity in Yemen has become a 
curse even on the poor who make of 
streets as their homes and what hap­
pened to Ali Yahya Hamid in Taiz 
when he was shocked by an exposed 
electrical wire is just an illustrative 
example of the negligence and non­
care of the safety of the citizens in the 
part of the Electricity Corporation. 
This accident is not the only of its type 
since we have been hearing a lot about 
such accidents which seem never to 
cease.
The future is dark for a nation in which 
its citizens die as a result of its revolu­
tion’s gains and in which electricity 
change from a means for lighting to a 
means for killing.

Dear Editor,
We are the students and former stu­
dents of the English Department of 
the Faculty of Education, Mahweet. 
We would like to express our great 
respect and gratitude to your generous 
person and to your distinguished 
newspaper for the continuing efforts 
you exert in promoting the level of 
competence in the English language. 
We also appreciate your special care 
in discovering the talents that stu­
dents might have.
Because of your paper, students in 
Mahweet have begun to feel confi­
dent and send you some of their writ­
ings that you have generously accept­
ed. This encouraged many others to 
follow suit and get more copies of the 
YT to read. As Dr. Sahu is in touch 
with you, in his classes, he always sets 
your speech about your deeds was 
enough to persuade us of the fact.
A few days ago, the department of

English in our faculty held a celebra­
tion honoring the active and promi­
nent students in the section. We felt a 
great loss at not finding you there. We 
think of you as a member in the 
department or at least felt so. 
Specially after we knew that your 
organization had generously printed 
the certificates of the Inter-college 
competitions of the last year and other 
things that would never be forgotten. 
Whatever words are said, they would 
never suffice to express our gratitude 
for what you do.
Believe me, we are not flattering you, 
neither are we doing this to make you 
more favourable to our participations 
in in your paper. But they are feelings 
felt and translated into words to 
express our thanks and appreciation to 
you and to your paper that we wish 
you every success.

Khalid Ali Al-Quzahy
Mahweet

The Government Declares War On
Citizens

Jalal Al-Shara’abi

I
 t seems that the unconditional 

surrender of the Yemeni gov­
ernment to the merciless reso­
lutions of the International 
Monterey Fund and the World 

Bank will cause an undeclared war 
against ordinary citizens and an erup­
tion of a revolution by starving people 
who will pour into the streets search­
ing for tiny pieces of bread to feed on. 
The government nowadays is imple­
menting destructive procedures with­
out comprehending the consequences 
of such an unreasonable neglect of 
ordinary citizens. Just going ahead 
with its so-called economic reforming 
programs, which have not done 
Yemenis any favors but have rather 
laid the foundation for more poverty 
and capitalism to dominate the work­
force and society at large. The helpless 
find no other way to obtain food 
except from the rubbish barrels scat­
tered here and there, and make the 
rough ground their most comfortable 
bed.
The government is still continuing its 
doses of starvation in response to the 
World Bank counsels, and then all of a 
sudden announces a new increase in 
the diesel price at the rate of 70%.

Conducting such a procedure without 
introduction is a clear slight on the 
Yemeni people, who now haye to 
adapt themselves to pay the bills of 
government corruption, while day 
after day things are going from bad to 
worse.
The reality is that World Bank inter­
vention could never stop this level of 
starving the people but will go further 
with its doses until they reach oil, 
bread, drugs, accommodation, and the 
everyday lives of the Yemeni people, 
in a way that is not much different to 
what happened in the Sudan and other 
countries.
For implementing the conditions of 
the World Bank the government 
declares war on ordinary citizens by 
sending the armed forces onto the 
streets to attack helpless and starving 
demonstrators.
Frankly speaking, I should say that 

the popular state has already reached a 
critical point and that no other force 
can intervene to save the innocent 
souls of the people besides a destruc­
tive revolution erupting not only in the 
streets but reaching government build­
ings as well. Then, police cudgels and 
the breakable pledges of the govern­
ment will be useless. The outcome is 
nothing less than a bloody confronta­
tion, to be paid for only by innocent 
people. The government should be 
aware of the coming tempest before it 
is much too late.

Israel, USA and Arab Defeatism
Nawal Ahmed Al-Hadad

T
o begin with, I’d like to 
talk about those ingredi­
ents which qualify us to 
be at the forefront of the 
world's people. First of 

all, the religious and historical ingredi­
ents, probably the most important and 
strategic factors which lie at the heart 
of the world, both economically and 
militarily. Before that, however, we 
have to completely understand the ele­
vated status bestowed on us by Allah. 
We are the Qur’an’s nation, we have 
been and always will be the world’s 
leaders. Thus we should put these 
ingredients before our eyes so as to 
appreciate and pinpoint our real posi­
tion nowadays among the world 
nations. Oddly enough, how we end up 
showing the amenableness, weakness 
and defeatism, which are alien to our 
Islamic identity and values. Instead of 
confirming to the world that we are 
still alive, able to reject anything 
wrong and correct it, we became pup­
pets moved by other forces which 
don’t have what we possess. In addi­
tion, we are controlled by personal 
benefits which constrain us to do 
something we don’t like. So we got 
helpless even to talk frankly without 
fear or hesitation. We became unable to 
solve our simple problems by our­
selves, therefor we let others do that. 
Regarding the Palestinian affair, how 
this masked enemy strengthens and 
fattens those flocks of human animals 
which call themselves (the chosen peo­
ple of God). The masked enemy sup­
ports those animals politically, eco­
nomically and militarily. On the other 
hand that enemy always tries to make 
mischief among us to weaken our 
power and admittedly put us at his 
mercy. All that to protect Israel’s secu­
rity. In spite of these clear facts, we 
race to get the approval of that masked 
enemy who claims that he is the patron 
of peace in the world, protector of 
human rights.
But in fact this enemy is the focus of 
terrorism and corruption. This truth is 
as evident as sun light, throughout his 
deeds everywhere in the world. This 
enemy is the USA, which has the right 
to infringe international laws. Thus it

can attack any place under the pretext 
of punitive measures, but the other side 
doesn’t have the right to object. The 
USA calls us to disarm while at the 
same time it provides Israel with mur­
derous weapons. But if we possess 
those weapons to protect ourselves it is 
an inexcusable sin. On the other hand, 
when Israel has intercontinental ballis­
tic missiles, nuclear bombs and other 
kinds of lethal weapons, that is a mat­
ter of course. And when Palestinian 
people throw stones at Israeli soldiers, 
they are faced by intercontinental bal­
listic missiles, nuclear bombs and other 
kinds of lethal weapons. And when 
Palestinian people throw stones at 
Israeli soldiers or crowds of settlers, 
they are described as terrorists. But 
when Jews slaughter women and chil­
dren, and men confiscate land, evict­
ing people from their homes and 
pulling up trees nobody even moves a 
finger. Israel always commits the most 
terrible massacres. The crowds of set­
tlers try to deform anything Arabic, 
defile our sanctuaries and turn them 
into clubs, hotels and places for rub­
bish. In spite of all these evil deeds, the 
USA remains silent and concocts base­
less pretensions to lend legality to 
those heinous acts. And we Arabs only 
condemn, demur and proclaim our 
denunciation. This is all that we can do 
against these wild crimes. Why? 
Clearly, the USA is the staunchest sup­
porter of Israel. How can this interme­
diary realize the need for justice. It 
really is strange to believe that there is 
evidence of a policy to divide us. 
Undoubtedly, the reason for these 
calamities is that we stayed far away 
from Allah and his preaching. So this is 
Allah’s punishment for our forgetful­
ness, granted that “we are the best 
nation who have come to people to 
order them to do good and urge them to 
leave evil”. We also forget that the 
matter of life and death is a fate from 
Allah and not from the USA or other 
forces, so we show defeatism. But we 
should redress the balance and make 
use of all our ingredients to prevent 
that snobbish enemy form deriding us 
and playing with us like a ball. All that 
will happen when we actually do 
something, and not just talk, because 
actions speak louder than words.
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A Brilliant Part of our Popular Heritage 
When will Al-Hosainia 
Festival Come back??

Farouk Al-Kamali
Yemen Times 
Taiz

A
1-Hosainia is about 
65km south of 
Hodeidah. It is a beauti­
ful and agricultural land 
in Tihama. Al-Zaraneek

tribesmen, celebrated for their strength 
and bravery, live in this area. As Al- 
Hosainia is a fertile land and is located 
between sea and mountain, and there­
fore became the main focus of atten­
tion of other tribes. Since their tender 
ages, Al-Hosainia inhabitants have 
being trained to face the hardships of 
life. They are skillful in running, 
jumping, mountain-climbing, animal­
hunting, shooting and horse-racing. 
They used also to organize a yearly 
festival after the harvesting season 
which included various events, such as 
as folk dancing and folk songs, or 
competitions between poets, writers 
and scholars. At the end of the festival, 
people visited the tombs of the holy 
men repeating the religious and mysti­
cal chants. But the festival has been 
stopped for a long time as a result of 
poverty and the deteriorating condi­
tions of the people. In March 1987, on 
the initiative of the ex-governor of 
Hodeidah and now the Minister of 
Industry and under the auspices of the 
President of the Republic, the festival 
reopened in March 1987. under the 
auspices of the President of the 
Republic, the festival was reopened 
with such activities as running, run­
ning and jumping. In the following 
year, the festival became larger and 
expanded its activities to include new 
sport competitions such as jumping 
over several camels which is a very 
popular sport. On the side of the festi­
val, exhibitions for handicrafts, pot­

making, and agriculture were held. 
The second festival drew huge atten­
dance of around 100000 spectators, 
which led to a boom in internal 
tourism and commercial activity. The 
third and the fourth festival continued 
on the same successful path of large 
crowds and with the President’s visit. 
Unfortunately, despite its great popu­
larity and fame, the festival suddenly 
came to an end as soon as the new 
governor came in. This glittering side 
of Al-Hosainia life faded away and I 
wonder what exactly happened in this 
country?

Al-Hosainia Festival: 
Future Vision
Cultural festivals are meant to show 
civilizational achievements and to put 
forward our heritage, our tradition and 
our customs. So we have to protect our 
heritage and its continuation is the 
responsibility of all of us. As Mr. 
Abduh Ali Nagi visited Al-Hosainia 
along with the Director of the Tourism 
Office in Hodeidah, he worked out on 
a future vision of the Al-Hosainia fes­
tival by adopting the President's plan 
to reopen the festival. The Supreme 

National Committee has to be set up 
with representatives from the 
Ministries of Youth and Sport. Culture, 
Tourism, Information and Industry, the 
Governorate of Hodeidah, and those 
who are interested in the folk heritage. 
An annual budget should be allocated 
to the festival which should include 
various performances, such as folk 
songs, theater plays, plastic arts, com­
petitions in poetry, story and paintings. 
The festival ought to see cultural, 
tourist, agricultural and industrial par­
ticipation. Moreover, the Al-Hosainia 
festival should slightly resemble to 
other Arabic festivals: GARASH in 
Jordan or Al-Janaderia in Saudi 
Arabia. The re-establishment of Al- 
Hosainia festival and all the cultural 
activities must be a priority in the 
agenda of the Ministry of Culture and 
the Ministry of Tourism as a pledge 
protect our heritage against frivolous­
ness. Yemen history is indeed deeply 
rooted in many ways and affected by 
the neighboring countries. There is a 
ray of hope concerning the preparation 
of an urgent plan to resume the Al- 
Hosainia festival by March 2002. This 
is only a hope. But will it come true?

Sha’ab Area Appeals for Services
Ahmed Hazza An’am

S
ha’ab is a large region with 
many villages located 
between Qabbeta and 
Sabbeha provinces of Lahj 
governorate, and is in the 

shape of a long valley between two 
chains of high mountains. The popula-

tion of the area, almost exceeding 
15000 inhabitants, lives in the middle 
and lower parts of these mountains.
Sha’ab has been the most famous name 
in Yemen before and after the inde­
pendence of the former Southern 
Yemen from the British Empire in 
1967. The origins of several renowned 
figures in Yemen are traced in Sha’ab, 
such as the first late president Qahtan

Mohd Asshaabi, the first late prime 
Minister Faisal Abdullateef, the first 
parliament speaker of the unified 
Yemen the last prime Minister of the 
former RD.R.Y.1990 Dr. Yaseen Saeed 
Noman, and other warriors who were 
the pioneers of the 14th October.
The living standards in Sha’ab are so 
low that it is believed a human being 
cannot survive there due to starvation, 
sickness, illiteracy, lack of drinking 
water and rainfall.
The bad prevailing situation in the 
region is being witnessed because of 
absence of energy projects, equipment, 
schools, hospitals, agricultural irriga­
tions. Dry climate in the valley further 
aggravates the situation from bad to 
worse.
Even the concrete roof of the only 
small school, available in the middle of 
Sha’ab valley and built in 1968, is like­
ly to fall down at any moment and 
could consequently endanger innocent 
students and small children if not 
rebuilt in a short time. This potential 
disaster would inevitably cast a politi­
cal disgrace and a bolt in the history of 
the region.
To avoid such catastrophe, it is imper­
ative that a quick action must be taken 
to renovate the collapsing old school 
but, in the same time, more schools 
must be set up to fullfil the needs of an 
increasing population.
Sha’ab has so far being neglected by 
the influential officials responsible for 
project planning and financial budget­
ing. Hence, funds must be provided to 
the local population through those who 
are in charge of the “Sha’ab Welfare 
Association” which is located in 
Sana’a. This objective would be 
accomplished only if we, as human 
beings, understand what is humanity 
and the human rights of Sha’ab popu­
lation which deserves to survive.
I hope that the President and all the 
Human Society Organizations will do 
their best to save the people in Sha’ab 
from such a perennial deprivation and 
the existing frustration ever since.
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Essential

Health Tips

(The Basics to 
Practice Every Day)

“He who has health has hope, 
and he who has hope has every­

thing.”
-Arabian Proverb

1. Move More
Make it a daily challenge to find 
ways to move your body. Climb 
stairs if given a choice between that 
and escalators or elevators. Walk 
your dog; chase your kids; toss balls 
with friends, mow the lawn. 
Anything that moves your limbs is 
not only a fitness tool, it’s a stress 
buster. Think ‘move’ in small incre­
ments of time. That’s great when 
you’re up to it. Meanwhile, move 
more.

2. Cut Fat
Avoid the obvious such as fried 
foods, burgers and other fatty meats 
(i.e. salami, ribs and sausage). 
Dairy products such as cheese, cot­
tage cheese, milk and cream should 
be eaten in low fat versions. Nuts 
and sandwich meats, mayonnaise, 
margarine, butter and sauces should 
be eaten in limited amounts. Most 
are available in lower fat versions 
such as substitute butter, fat free 
cheeses and mayonnaise. Thought 
for the day: Lean, mean, fat-burning 
machine.... Then be one!

3. Quit Smoking
The jury is definitely in on this ver­
dict. Ever since 1960 when the 
Surgeon General announced that 
smoking was harmful to your 
health, Americans have been reduc­
ing their use of tobacco products 
that kill. Just recently, we’ve seen a 
surge in smoking in adolescents and 
teens. Could it be the Hollywood 
influence? It seems the stars in 
every movie of late smoke ciga­
rettes. Beware. Warn your children 
of the false romance or ‘tough guy’ 
stance of Hollywood smokers. 
Thought for the day: Give up just 
one cigarette.... the next one.

4. Reduce Stress
Easier said than done, stress busters 
come in many forms. Some tech­
niques recommended by experts are 
to think positive thoughts. Spend 30 
minutes a day doing something you 
like, (i.e.,Soak in a hot tub; walk on 
the beach or in a park; read a good 
book; visit a friend; play with your 
dog; listen to soothing music; watch 
a funny movie. Get a massage, a 
facial or a haircut. Meditate. Count 
to ten before losing your temper or 
getting aggravated. Avoid difficult 
people when possible. Thought for 
the day: When seeing red, think 
pink clouds... .then float on them.

5. Floss Your Teeth
Recent studies make a direct con­
nection between longevity and teeth 
flossing. Nobody knows exactly 
why.' Perhaps it’s because people 
who floss tend to be more health 
conscious than people who don’t? 
Thought for the day: Floss and be 
your body’s boss.

6. Protect Yourself from Pollution 
If you can’t live in a smog-free 
environment, at least avoid smoke- 
filled rooms, high traffic areas, 
breathing in highway fumes and 
exercising near busy thoroughfares. 
Exercise outside when the smog rat­
ing is low. Exercise indoors in air 
conditioning when air quality is 
good. Plant lots of shrubbery in 
your yard. It’s a good pollution and 
dirt from the street deterrent. 
Thought for the day: ‘Smoke gets in 
your eyes’,..and your mouth, and 
your nose and your lungs as do pol­
lutants....hum the tune daily.

7. Keep a Positive Mental 
Outlook
There’s a definitive connection 
between living well and healthfully 
and having a cheerful outlook on 
life. Thought for the day: You can’t 
be unhappy when you’re smiling or 
singing.

Environment Pollution 
Endangers People with 

Infertility (Part 1)

Ismael Al-Ghabery 
Yemen Times

D
uring the last few years, 
men’s sexual health occu- 
pied the great interest of 
scientist all over the world 
specially after noticing 

the rise of infertility among the men due 
to the insufficient production of sper­
matic fluid (Oligospermia). The prob­
lem is also evident in Yemen, where 
there is an increasing percentage of 
infertility among males and females. 
Due to the importance of this topic, here 
I bring a broad prospective of infertility 
in general.
The production of oligaspermia declined 
10-25% during the last decade. 
Researchers focused their efforts on 
finding the reasons behind this phenom­
enon and any possible relationship 
between this development and the 
increasing global environmental pollu­
tion. The negative effects of the environ­
ment on the productivity level in oli­
gaspermia in men could be blamed on 
the consumed food in the form of plants, 
milk, meat, and other natural foodstuff. 
Those effects may have occurred due to 
the fact that those animals and plants 
were affected by pollution and other fac­
tors.
Unfortunately, the threat of conse­
quences of the usage of certain chemical 
compounds in agriculture and animal 
feed are not taken seriously by govern­
ments worldwide.

The main factors behind infertility that 
may be witnessed in males are either the 
insufficiency of spermatic fluid. If this is 
the case, the spermatic fluid will be too 
week to cause pollination. Sometimes 
infertility is due to the nonexistence of 
the semen at all.

The weakness of the semen is due to two 
main reasons as following:
I- Azoospermia: In this case, the sper­
matic fluid production production level 
is too low for possible fertility. In some 
cases, the spermiduct is obturated as a

result of blennorrhagia, tuberculosis TB 
and bacteremia in the male’s urinary 
passage.
II- Oligospermia: this is a consequence 
of desquamation in the cells forming the 
fluid. It may as well be due to the weak­
ening of fibrosis in the male’s sper­
miduct which causes varicocele. This 
would also lead to the insufficiency of 
the male’s spermatic fluid causing infer­
tility to 25 - 65 % of diseased males. The 
frequent use of the estrogen and andro­
gen in drugs or their penetration into 
bodies through food also cause the pre­
vention of the spermatic fluid production 
or the decline in the activeness of 
gonadotropins resulting in the shrinking 
of the body’s testosterone hormone.

Reasons of Infertility in Males
As mentioned above, the males fertility 
is of two kinds and the main reasons of 
this phenomenon varies from one case to 
another as follows:
1-Cryptochidsm : When testicles do not 
slop to the scrotum from birth. This is 
one of the disease symptoms caused by 
hypogonadism.
2- Hypongonadism : This occurs as a 
result of weakening of one of the testi­
cles or both in producing semen and 
androgen.
3- The existence of anatomic defects on 
the external layer which produces semen 
inside the testicles.
4- The patient’s body sometimes pro­
duces antisemen excretions but the spe­
cific reasons are still unknown.
5- As a result of using x-rays and chem­
ical drugs to treat cancer causing poison 
the cells and possible causing lym­
phoma. Alkylating Agents causes the 
spermiduct sensitivity.
6- Some diseases such as orchitis, blenn­
orrhagia, tuberculous and leprosy.
7- Famine and other diseases which 
cause macies also negatively affect the 
process of the semen production.
8- Absence of one of the testicles or both 
of them from birth (Anorchia).
9- Spermiduct symptosis which are 
responsible for producing semen, of who 
80% of the patients are suffering from 
this particular.
10- Symptosis that affects men in their 
mid ages.

Medicine Usage and Trade in 
Yemen: Reality & Ambition

Yasser M. Ahmad
Yemen Times

T
he issue of medicine trade 

and usage in our country has 
been discussed and dealt 
with many times in the 
press. However, no notable 

steps were taken so far.
It is well known that various types and 
brands of medicine penetrate into our 
markets illegally through smuggling and 
corruption. It is about time this vital issue 
is taken seriously by the authorities con­
cerned. In the capital of Yemen, Sana’a 
the first scientific symposium was held 
during 16-18 July, 2001 in the Yemeni 
Syndicate for Pharmacologists & 
Doctors. The Symposium aimed at 
acquainting the Yemeni doctors and phar­
macologists with ways to tackle some 
problems concerning the trade and use of 
medicine. In addition to this, great atten­
tion was given to vocational and the sci­
entific issues relating to the field of med­
icine and pharmacology. The symposium 
focused on the two issues: the Role of the 
Medicine Salesmen and the Negative 
Consequences of Medicine Smuggling

Role of the Medicine Salesmen
The role of medicine salesmen in phar­
macies in the developing world have 
superficial knowledge in the field of 
medicine and lack the scientific knowl­
edge regarding the proper way of giving 
instructions to medicine buyers on how to 
use their medicine.
The weak knowledge of those salesmen 
may well sabotage all the efforts of the 
inscribing doctor and demolish all the 
benefits of the medicine for the patient. 
Studies have revealed that medicine 
salesmen in different pharmacies in the 
country did not give sufficient instruc­
tions to the patients. It is only logical to 
conclude that patience misuse their med­

icine unlike what had been inscribed by 
their doctors
Patients don’t receive the necessary 
instructions and information leading to 
deteriorating health conditions plus a 
waste of money. Sometimes patients 
don’t understand how to dose themselves 
causing possible poisoning and severe 
harm.

Negative consequences of medicine 
smuggling
Researches in the seminar also dealt with 
the negative impact of smuggling of med­
icine products. One of the main reasons 
of the spread of medicine smuggling is 
inflation and the greed of some dealers 
who aim through smuggling at gaining 
great amounts of money in a short time 
regardless to what they cause to the pub­
lic.
So far, little has been done by the con­
cerned authorities to stop smuggling as 
the excuse for the little action is the 
inability of the security forces to secure 
the borders. Those who are responsible in 
this field particularly the Ministry of 
Health has to take lawful measure against 
the outlaws.
There are inevitable consequences of 
smuggling of outdated medicine products 
including nephritic failure, cancer, diges­
tive disease’s and immune-deficiency. 
Smuggling has a great impact on the 
social and economical facet. Those who 
work in smuggling have no working 
experience and are not specialized in this 
field causing a lot of damage to the 
patients using those medicine. The condi­
tions are getting from bad to worse as 
more dealers found a haven in Yemen to 
sell their outdated or defected smuggled 
medicine.
The symposium concluded with a set of 
recommendations to the government in 
this regard for the sake of Yemeni peo­
ple's health and future.



Nedan Haderan Yaasuf bi) This is the 
beginning verse of a poem which is was 
sung by the great Yemeni singer, 
Mohammed Morshed Nagi. Lutfi wrote 
many open and frank poems challeng­
ing the colonizers and strove with his 
pen together with his strong will. One 
of these poems was entitled "The time- 
honored cry” (Sarkht Al-Majd 
Attaleed). It was sung by the late great 
Yemeni singer, Ahmad bin Ahmad 
Kasem during his stay in Egypt. 
Consequently, the liberators were pur­
sued and jailed by the British
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In Commemoration of Lutfi Gafar Aman

Saleh Abdulbaqi 
Cultural Editor 
Yemen Times

A
complete biography of 
the great Yemeni singer. 
Lutfi Ga’afar Aman can 
not be expressed in a 
few lines. Mo matter

what we say about this great personali­
ty, we would not be giving him what he 
deserves regarding his creative talent in 
his long struggle in the field of litera­
ture and songs. His commemoration 
implies several connotations. He was 
one of the distinguished pioneers in 
lyric and romantic poetry in Yemen. He 
dedicated his whole life for the sake of 
literature, culture and art. He lived a life 
full of miseries and despair, all for the 
sake of his noble mission of enhancing 
Yemeni literature.
Lutfi Ga’afar Aman was born in Aden 
in May 22nd, 1928. He completed his 
secondary studies in the schools of 
Aden in 1949, when he traveled to 
Khartoum to continue his higher stud­
ies. Then he continued his studies in the 
UK. Upon his completion of his studies

in the UK, he had already 
occupied several jobs as a 
headmaster in Aden. He was a 
painter, an artist, a poet, a com­
poser and critic. He made 
many wonderful literary and 
artistic works. He had a lead­
ing role in serving the issues of 
his country through his enthu­
siastic and expressive poems 
to revolt against colonization 
and despotism. Through his 
poems, he had the gift of easi­
ly trigerring emotions of anger 
and enthusiasm among the 
people. He wrote many nation­
al poems such as "Oh my 
homeland,..." ( Ya Biladi Ya

Intelligence. Of those heroes were 
Abdullah ba Dheeb, Edrees Hanbla and 
others. Lutfi was a great and frank poet 
characterized by certain qualities as 
honesty, credibility and moral courage.

Lutfi's relation with the Arab and 
Foreign Literature
Lutfi Ga’afar Anam was a pioneer in 
the modern Arab literature. He was con­
versant with all literary eras in the Arab 
history, including the Pre-Islamic and 
Post-Islamic literature. He was strongly 
infatuated with romanticism. His "The 
Green Path" (Aldarb Al-Akhadhar) 
poem is a clear indication of his roman­
ticism. In addition to his extensive 
knowledge in Arab literature, he also 
knew a lot about English Literature and 
the pioneers of that literature as 
Shakespeare and Bernard Shaw.

After his long struggle during the colo­
nial rule, it was the colonizer’s wish to 
arrest or silence him. At last they had 
what they wanted and he was arrested 
and jailed in Abyan. However, after his 
release after the liberation, he was 
already overburden with trial and tribu­
lations. His health deteriorated after­
wards causing him to travel to Cairo to 
receive treatment, where his health con­
tinued to deteriorate. He wrote his final 
poem and presented it to the great 
woman singer, Warda Al-Jazaeria 
which was composed by Baleegh 
Hamdi, who was a prominent Egyptian 
composer. Following his last work, he 
died in 1970 and was buried in his 
hometown Aden. He continues to live 
today in the heart of thousands of his 
admirers who appreciated what he did 
for his country and for art.

Lutfi Ja’afr Aman (right) and Mohammed Qasim

Cultural News
Selected poems from Yemeni 

poetry
The Kuwaiti-based Babutain 
Foundation will issue at the end of 
this year a book including selected 
poems from Yemeni poetry. This 
book contains verses chosen from 
some Yemeni poems. The verses 
present the old and the new genera­
tion of poets and their works starting 
from the outset of this century.
It’s worth mentioning that these 
selected poetic arts were prepared 
under the supervision of Dr. 
Abdulaziz al-Makaleh, the 
Chairman of the Yemeni Center for 
Studies and Research. Dr. Al- 
Makaleh wrote the book’s introduc­
tion which concentrates on the reali­
ty of poetry in Yemen during the 
20th century.

New Criteria For Renovating the 
Old Cities

The Cabinet issued a decree con­
cerning the criteria for renovating 
the historical cities. The decree stip­
ulates the prohibition of renovating

any building or historical landmarks 
before a permit has been issued by 
the competent authorities.
The decree prohibits as well building 
any annexes or extending the exist­
ing houses. Moreover, it prohibits 
the use of any new kind of building 
materials that do not comply with 
the traditional ones.

Sana’a the Arab Cultural Capital 
for the Year 2004

Mr. Abdulwahab al-Rawhani, 
Minister of Culture, stated that the 
Arab League’s declaration of Sana’a 
as the capital of Arabic culture for 
the year 2004 requires lots of efforts 
for hosting this great event and 
added that the Ministry of Culture is 
intending to build a cultural complex 
that can host the different cultural 
and artistic events.
He further pointed out that “this 
event came within the framework of 
the activities of the ministry to con­
struct a cultural infrastructure which 
can host the different cultural and 
artistic events”.

Yemeni Proverbs 
for All Occasions
Saad Shareef Taher
Iraqi Teacher of English

Y
emeni proverbs are an 
essential part of Yemeni 
culture because they are 
the spoken expression 
used by Yemenis during 

their daily public activities. They are 
the mirror that reflects simple thinking 
by which the people are expressing 
their daily life, habits and customs. 
They are the living records of politics, 
agriculture and wisdom throughout 
history. One can grasp by them minute 
details of the simple Yemeni society 
and have an actual picture of what can 
be in their mind. From the large num­
ber of such proverbs, I have chosen the 
following glittering gems:

Proverbs for social purposes: 
l-[Ya Weledi lek weleduk]

ولدك لك ياولدي
Meaning: Son, you will have a son 
who will give you the same treatment. 
Comment: Respecting parents is a 
debt through generations, (i.e.) if 
someone treats them kindly, he will be 
treated kindly too, and vice versa.
Situation: when we expect people to 
show respect to the elders.

2-[Ma teir ilia breesh]
بريش ماطيرالا

Meaning: A father can’t be comfort- 
able without having boys because they 
help him. If he has no boys, he will be 
like bird problems or at least is 
scorned.
Situation: when describing life with- 
out kids.

3-[ja lish weled ya dabbah galet 
killin ala kitabeh]

كتابه على كلن قالت يادابة ولد جالش
Meaning: when a she-donkey gives 
birth to a donkey the he-donkey will 
not beat goods instead of her, therefore 
she won’t be happy whether the child 
is a boy or a girl.
Situation: when parents suffer form 
their useless boys.

4-[Rabeitak yathawr tiridanni]

تردعني ياثور ربيتك
Meaning: My ox, I used to feed you 
but you butted me.
Comment: Oxen are unfaithful; in 
spite of your long feeding they butt 
you.
Situation: when parents do their best 
to bring up their kids and the kids show

disobedience when they grow up.

5-[Men a'awel ahwel]
أهول أعول من

Meaning: He who has many children 
faces difficulties
Comment: A father of too many chil- 
dren suffers much in bringing the 
up and he should work harder.
Situation: when describing tired par- 
ents because of their kids.

Let’s Know Ourselves

How Can we be Civilized?

Ali Kaheli

I
n the last issue we found out 
that we were not civilized 
enough because of our viola­
tion of the law and our limited 
social ties. This issue tries to 

grasp the real meaning of civilization 
and the ways by which we can be civ­
ilized.
Civilization is a city that is based on 
humanity-identity and whose mem­
bers satisfyingly believe in its princi­
ples and willingly subjected to the 
same rules. These principles are the 
goals of the community, so these 
goals must be equally beneficial to all 
the members of the society. The rules 
are the steps and ways that will 
enable the community to reach its 
goals. This skeleton is also the same 
skeleton of a tribe, government, 
movement, family and even an indi­
vidual.
Yet these goals and rules are the 
skeleton of the city, but they are 
insufficient to build an lively city 
with a soul and a heart. The heart of 
civilization is satisfaction, which is 
the feeling that public interest is more 
important than individual interests. 
All the individuals are satisfied with 
giving up their individual interests 
that oppose the public interests. For 
example, they follow the democratic 
ways regardless of their own person­
al interests. They never smuggle, 
bribe, steal, or even misbehave. Thus 
we find civilized, kind, thoughtful 
members subjected to one set of prin­
ciples and rules.
In the absence of this feeling of satis­
faction we find a tribe where its 
members seize every chance to fulfill 
their personal interests at the expense 
of public interest and principles. So 
the set of rules and principles are vio­
lated by different individuals within a 
tribe, family, or city controlled by 
individual interests these fragile prin­
ciples produce uncivilized, rude, self­
ish members.

The soul of the civilization according 
to the definition is the tie that con­
nects the civilized members. The only 
thing we, as human beings, have in 
common is humanity-identity. This 
identity enables any person to get the 
nationality of this city on condition 
that he satisfyingly believes and prac­
tices the principles of the city. This 
relationship secures the members 
their rights: freedom and equity, etc. 
and rids it of the inhumane features: 
injustice and discrimination etc. The 
soul of civilization makes all the 
members equal because all of them 
are human beings. As these members 
are equally subjected to the principles 
n which they satisfyingly believe’ 
they certainly feel free. Then equity 
and freedom draw the attention of the 
members to work for the good of the 
community. Moreover this relation­
ship also makes the community con­
tinue increasing and look at the whole 
world as one nation. The civilized 
community is a universal community 
that gives a resort to every human 
being. It has no discrimination 
against any person. Thus civilization 
is the right of all human beings.
In the absence of this identity the 
members in the society are not of one 
rank but there are different ranks and 
classes. People here are classified by 
reasons of birth, rank, or invested 
power. The governing class enjoys all 
the advantages while the governed, 
suppressed class gradually loses basic 
rights. Discrimination, injustice... etc. 
appear and lead to the feeling of sat­
isfaction. This feeling of satisfaction 
creates conflicts and instability.
Are we civilized? We are civilized 
when we have the same connective 
and organized principles. These prin­
ciples must be the culture pattern we 
move in, the incentives we are pro­
pelled; the dreams we are moved by; 
the sense of society that cements us. 
Thus our society is class free. Each 
person doesn’t bare his head or bend 
his knee to another by reasons of 
birth, rank, race or invested power. 
None is to have a better or worse start 
than another. Reaching the class free 
society, we are absolutely civilized.
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I. What to say

Talking About Performance in the Exam

Nabil: Hi Bakil. How was the paper?
Bakil: So..so. Neither very good, nor very bad.
Nabil: Why? The questions were easy and discussed in 

the class as well. What was your problem?
Bakil: I spend the whole of last night preparing the 

lessons. But, strangely forgot parts of answers I 
memorized.

Nabil: That’s the evil of memorizing answers. Instead, 
if you remember the main points and know how 
to develop them, then you won’t tax your 
memory and, at the same time, write good 
answers. What about you, Nasser?

Nasser: I didn’t do so well either. My problem was 
managing time. You know, I was so glad to find 
the expected questions on the question paper. 
But my first answer took more than forty five 
minutes. So I had hardly enough time for the 
other question.

Nabil: The doctor had repeatedly advised us to 
distribute time equally among all the four 
questions. Didn’t he say that each question 
should have thirty minutes, out of which we 
must try to complete the answer in twenty five 
minutes and revise the answer in five minutes?

Nasser: It’s easier said than done, Nabil. I felt so tempted 
to write all the information I know, so it took 
time.

Nabil: Your problem was that of organization. See, the 
exam is not an occasion to bombard the 
examiner with all what we know, but to present 
precise, to the point, organized answers within 
the time frame. Otherwise, you suffer in two 
ways: vexing the examiner by writing 
unnecessarily lengthy answers and secondly not 
being able to do justice to other answers.

Bakil: What you’ve saying sounds so easy and 
common sensical. Let’s hope that we’ll all abide 
by these principles in the rest of the papers.

All: Insha Allah.

II. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences.
1. Forty miles are a big distance.
2. The criminal with his followers have escaped.
3. The great poet and novelist are dead.
4. Not one of you have done your work properly.
5. Each of the boys were rewarded.

Answers to last weeks questions
1. Man is mortal.
2. That honesty is the best policy is known to the honest 

person.
3. The higher we go, the cooler it is.
4. Yemen is a land of the brave.
5. The Yemen Times published from Sana’a is the 

perfect newspaper.

III. How to express it in one word
1. Land from which rainfall flows into a river.
2. Outlet for strong emotion as in the drama.
3. Negative pole of electric current.
4. Organization committee of a political party for making 

plans and decisions.
5. Procession of persons on horse back.

Answers to last week’s questions
1. List of names, places, goods in a special order: 

catalogue
2. The process of speeding up a chemical process by 

substance that doesn’t itself undergo any change: 
catalysis

3. Y-shaped stick with a piece of elastic for shooting 
stones: catapult

4. Growth over the eyeball, that progressively obscures 
sight: cataract

5. Happening that causes great suffering: catastrophe

IV. Given below is a dialogue between two 
friends. Read it carefully and fill in the 
missing parts.
Moqbil: ------------------------ ?
Nasser: I’m waiting for my friend.
Moqbil: ------------------------ ?
Nasser: Yes, he is late by half an hour, already.
Moqbil: Aren’t you going to be late for the meeting?
Nasser: No, I think-------------------------- .

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. It is improper for students to smoke in the college.
2. Our English teacher is liberal.
3. She was taking a bath when the telephone rang.
4. Bassam had finished his homework before I called on 

him.

V. Words of Wisdom
“Beauty is the radiance of truth; the 

fragrance of goodness.”
—McNabb

Yeats Remembered
By: Haifa Saleh Al-Hatif 
Hajjah

w
. B. Yeats is regard­
ed as a major 
English Poet of this 
age. Some critics 
place him even

higher than T. S. Eliot because of 
length of poetic career and the quality 
of his poetry which passes through var­
ious phases of development and matu­
rity and his contribution to English 
poetry.
It is now 62 years since Yeats died. We 
are reminded of W. H. Auden’s Poem 
‘In memory of W. B. Yeats’ in which he 
says: “He disappeared in the dead of 
winter.... The day of his death was a 
dark cold day.... A few thousand will 
think of this way’’. And I wish to be one 
among the few thousands who think of 
the great poet whose death anniversary 
falls in January.
This tribute is a humble attempt on 
Yeats’s poem “No Second Troy’’. Many 
of Yeats's poems are marked by a recur­
ring obsession for Maud Gonne whom 
Yeats loved with his heart and soul. 
“No Second Tory” is an exquisite lyric 
which differs from other poems of 
Yeats particularly because of a kind of 
stoic acceptance of life and its failures. 
Yeats suffers because of his beloved 
Maud Gonne who refused his earnest 
love and proposal for marriage. She, 
unfortunately, married another man. 
This fruitless wooing affected Yeats 
deeply and his deep agony is the theme 
of the poem. In fact Yeats vindicates 
her position and also ventilates his his 
heart felt agony in an indirect persona 
way.
The twelve lines spark the sensations of 
a sentimental poet. She is the gem of 
his heartbeats and rhyme of his verses. 
Apparently, the mystery behind the 
intense feelings of such an event is that

he loved her passionately to the dregs 
and she simply refused to marry him. 
His love was pure, innocent and harm­
less.
It seems that Yeats willingly nursed or 
mused such a painful memory affec­
tionately to get a kind of relief. 
However he can’t suppress all those 
burning feelings inside him forever. 
There should have a way out. Therefore 
to compose a poem is his long refuge. 
It is an irony of fate that such a higher 
love hadn’t borne fruit, otherwise, if 
materialized, cruel to say. we would 
have missed this fascinating poem.
In the poem. Yeats combines history 
and legend. Helen, matchless beauty of 
her day with Prince Paris of Troy, leav­
ing behind her husband Manelaus in 
distress and despair. Figuratively 
speaking, his heart was devastated 
completely by this faithless act of his 
beloved. Terrible battle followed 
between Greece and Troy, which virtu­
ally destroyed both the countries. At 
last Manelaus recovered Helen, though 
he had to pay heavy price for that. 
What we conclude is that, her extraor­
dinary beauty was the cause of the war 
and the subsequent death and destruc­
tion.
Similarly, Maud declined Yeats’ love 
and eloped with her revolutionary ideas 
and later with John Mac Bride who is 
described by Yeats as drunken vainglo­
rious lout.
What is common in Helen and Maud is 
beauty that is rare. Yeats emotionally 
still considers that Maud essentially 
belongs to him as a dear beloved 
though she is not officially his wife.
As for Helen, she caused miseries for 
Troy and Manelaus, while Maud incit­
ed the ignorant Irish people to fight 
against Irish aristocracy. The paral­
lelism ends here.
The poem begins with the conclusion 
that there is no meaning in blaming 
Maud. Though Yeats in the midst of

intense pains, he portrays Maud in a 
sober and saner way. He does not keep 
any rancor towards her for repulsing 
his love. Was this the love that caused 
this much misery for the innocent 
hearts and indulgent souls! In fact he 
passionately loved every inch in the 
existence of that woman. Most impor­
tant, he understood everything about 
her character and personality. Here we 
can quote an Arabic famous line: 
“don’t expect love from those who 
ignore the meaning of love, because 
man can never love till he understands 
it in the first place.”
Yeats gracefully draws a sketch of 
Maud with a mild touch of pathos. This 
reconciliatory tone comes out of his 
love and respect for her. So beautifully, 
he describes what she means for him. 
“She” means his own life, as he says, 
she has filled his days with misery at 
the same time she predominantly occu­
pied in the heart of the poet like an 
unmelted dew. Certainly, it was a tor­
turous experience for him, but it seems 
poet likes it.
She spends her life in teaching the 
ignorant Irish people to fight aristocrat­
ic gentry and encourages them to be 
violent and get rid of their fear or cow­
ardice. She could transform the Irish 
people into a daring and courageous 
one. She led them to the path of revolu­
tion from the casual comic life. It is 
hardly possible for the people to be 
awake when they lead a life of a jester. 
Maud could influence them by instill­
ing the revolutionary thoughts she car­
ried with.
A woman with such a mental constitu­
tion and temperament is no doubt an 
inflammable personality. She is fated to 
be a leader whose mind is preoccupied 
with Irish nationalism. Yeats says that 
he never blames her for being like this, 
because she can never be otherwise. 
Her heart, soul and mind were made of 
a revolutionary content and her utmost

sincerity and honesty and her active 
involvement in the politics carry her to 
the extent that she can’t enjoy life as a 
normal woman.
She sacrificed her comfortable life, 
beauty and even Yeats’ earnest love for 
a certain faith which she feels right and 
just. Logically, we can’t expect her to 
have a peaceful mind. A woman with 
such a mental make up would not be a 
humble wife or act meekly as a house­
wife. Moreover, being fiery, she can 
never be a match for a poet whose mind 
wanders in the fairy lands of imagina­
tion and fancy.
On the other hand, he is extremely 
enchanted by her beauty and through a 
wonderfully beautiful image he por­
trays the degree of her beauty and its 
devastating effect.

Yeats compares her to a tightened bow 
Where strength and beauty are com­
bined or stored. It is clear that the ener­
gy is compressed tightly that when it is 
released, it would burst out violently. 
As for her, it is revolutionary zeal that 
comes out of her beauty. Her beauty 
pleases the poet, it also injures his heart 
because Yeats sadly realizes that he is 
not meant for him. The arrow that 
comes out of her bow, is not the arrow 
of the Cupid.
What brings pity for the poet is that she 
is unreachable for him and she would 
be far away from him forever. There is 
not hope to recover her. Her sternness 
and solidness made her more beautiful 
rather terribly beautiful. Yeats consoles 
himself that she can’t help it, sc noth­
ing else could be expected from her,

because she is not merely a woman but 
a born leader.
In the last line Yeats says that Maud 
needn’t create another Troy in Ireland 
as she had already cased disaster there 
by instigating silly Irishmen the violent 
ways. On the other hand, she does not 
need to cause, another Troy for him, 
because she had already made a holo­
caust in his heart. She could be termed 
as the Helen of Ireland and Maud- 
Helen for poet’s poor heart.
When we go through this unique poem, 
we are moved by the sentiments of the 
master poet. While we sympathize with 
his futile love, we are but reminded of 
John Dryden the poet critic who says 
“To meet, to know, to love and then to 
part is the sad tale of many a human 
heart.”

Moinul Islam
Academic Head, Aptech World
Wide
Republic of Yemen
E mail : moinuli@aptech.ac.in

Internet—I
W

ith this issue, we will be 
starting a new topic - 
INTERNET. Hope you will 
like it and benefit from it.

In this series of discussions we will have look 
at the features of the INTERNET. How to 
operate and eventually we will move on to 
depths and details of this revolution. Even if 
we don’t know much about Internet, perhaps 
we all will agree that Internet is something 
without which our lives in the modern age of 
technological revolution is just inconceivable. 
So let us see fist of all what exactly the Internet 
is. We can define the Internet as a Network of 
Computers. A Network of computers is formed 
when multiple computers are connected with 
one another. What is the advantage of such 
connectivity in functional forms? By being 
interconnected they can communication with 
each other. What is the utility of this commu­
nication? Certainly not to exchange pleas­
antries. In fact, connectivity facilitates sharing 
data, information and other resources they 
have. Other resources include the software and processing 
capabilities. We will talk about networking later. For the 
time being suffice it to remember that Internet as a com­
puter network is mainly used for sharing of Information. 
That’s why it is also known as Information Super Highway. 
Now certain questions arise: Where do the Information 
come from? How can we get the information over the 
Internet? With regard to the first question, it needs to be 
remembered that what ever information we get over the 
Internet comes from certain computers known as Website. 
In other words, we can say that a computer known as a 
website is capable of delivering the information to the end 
user connected to the Internet. (Please don’t forget that 
Internet is nothing but a network of computers). Since we. 
too, are having a computer and the information over the 
Internet comes from a computer then it is pertinent to ask 
whether our computer can also provide the information to 
other users connected to the Internet. The answer is NO. 
Because, as we saw before that, of all the computers con­
nected to the Internet, only those computers which are 
defined as a Website can share the information. Our com-

puter can not be used as Website. Because the computer 
being used as a Website normally has high processing 
power in addition a lot of other resources in terms of mem­
ory, storage, etc. Also the computer has to have specific 
software in order to make the make it a website. The soft­
ware required for this purpose and other relevant details on 
this point we will discuss in coming issues.
I think we should now define the agenda of our discussion 
on the Internet in the coming issues. We should first con­
sider the accepted or standard, definition of the Internet, 
and how it works, then we will see what, as an end user are 
the things we need to know to operate the Internet. Later 
we will try to understand how the website functions and, 
how, if we want, we can make one website of our own. We 
shall take sometime off to acquaint ourselves with ‘a brief’ 
history of the Internet as well. And of course we cannot 
afford to ignore something called E-mail. This will lead us 
to think of doing commerce. In e-commerce way. How do 
you like the Agenda? Please let me have the opportunity of 
having your suggestions for any modification in the items 
of the Agenda.

YOUTH FORUM
From Heart to Heart
Dear colleagues,
I’m very glad to meet you through this 
essay and I would like to give you some 
pieces of advice which may help you in 
your study and which I hope would reach 
immediately your heart as it is from my 
heart.
Dear fellow mates, first, you should put all 
your faith in Allah and make this faith the 
greatest factor for your success. Second, 
you should keep in front of your eyes the 
aim of study which is acquisition of 
knowledge and improvement of your 
skills, not only to get the certificate. 
Therefore, if you fix the right aim, you 
will eagerly strive for study and won't 
depend on immoral devices. Third, our 
department is not like other departments, 
because you are studying a foreign lan­
guage. So you should constantly practice 
what you learn both inside and outside the 
class. Fourth, don’t be shy of speaking 
English, because if you feel shy you will 
never learn it. It is normal to make mis­
takes, but it is not proper to continue mak­
ing these mistakes. Please remember that 
it is very natural to make mistakes, but

you should correct them. Fifth, you should 
bear Islamic morals highest in your life 
and behaviors with your teachers and 
other people.
I hope that my pieces of advice have 
reached your heart and you have resolved 
to act accordingly.
Best wish for you.

Abdulaziz Aziz Al-Amary 
College of Education, 

Mahweet

Here with me
Come here with me

For we will go away from this world
By longing wings
And tell me
Can you permit for dance with me?
I will dance with you
On one of clouds
With birds
Come here with me
For we will enter to the dream world
Please, whisper in my ear
I love you
You will hear for me
Words are not as other words
Please come here with me

Come here with me
Moshtaq Salem Hiba 
Faculty of languages

Level 1

The Daughter of The Sun
She is a wonder among all the creatures 
Made of a crystallized body
A light dressed nature
These shining jewelry eyes are if her a 
treasure
Twinkling is not laughs, she brings in 
souls pleasure
Her silvery teeth are pearls without meas­
ure
And her lips are sacrosanct mohair 
Prohibited: not to be kissed or to come 
closer
An oriflamme not to be touched over 
The face of her never shows a glum 
But when to be touched an hazard booms

Man. keep away from the sun’s daughter 
The daughter is shaped of fire and light 
Closer to her a warning writ: 
“WHO LOVES HER, SLAYINGLY 
SUBDUED DIES”
By Dirar Aldaim. Al-Makha

I23india.com
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Remembering Yemen After the 1994 Civil War
Jalal Al-Sharabi 
Yemen Times

T
he second phase of the life of 
the unified Yemen’s started 
following the 1994 civil war 
after which the political map 
was changed drastically.

With the defeat of the Yemeni Socialist 
Party (YSP) and escape of its leaders to 
outside the country, the General People’s 
Congress (GPC) joined hands with the 
Yemeni Congregation for Reform Party 
(Islah) of the Islamic ideology. This coali­
tion played an important role in defend­
ing unity against the separation move­
ment declared by the Secretary General 
of the YSP during the 1994 war.
The second phase is characterized by a 
series of political changes and social and 
economical reforms that burdened peo­
ple. At the same time, the victories party, 
namely the GPC had a chance to amend 
the constitutional articles according to its 
interests. Settling accounts also took 
place on a wide scale including many 
personalities which stood by the YSP dur­
ing the conflict with the GPC.

Big Challenges and Deterioration of 
the Politics and Democracy
The phase that followed the civil war was 
different to that before the war. The GPC, 
led by the current president Ali Abdullah 
Saleh became the sole dominant party 
ruling the country. Even though the coali­
tion partner Islah seemed to have a share 
of power at the beginning, it wasn’t long 
until it discovered that it was left outside 
the circle of power. Confusion of who is 
ruling and with whom, and to where the 
country is heading, was obvious during 
this period. Forming a government and 
treating the war aftermath were the most 
Tallinn’s tasks. There were also other 
political challenges which rose with the 
desire of the ruling party to amend the 
constitution and laws pertaining to 
Political parties and the press. Many 
socialist personalities who were holding 
high ranking positions were got rid of. 
Following this step, the government was 
formed by its PM Dr. Faraj bin Ghanem 
who is considered to be one of the most 

honest and independent people Yemen 
ever knew.

The Government After 1994
Many political observers believed that 
appointed Dr. Faraj b. Ghanem Prime 
Minister was an attempt by the GPC to 
abase the anger of the street and to put an 
end to the speeding cancer of corruption 
in all governmental offices. What 
strengthen this belief is the resignation of 
Dr. Faraj just a few months later as a 
result of the continuous interference of 
influential GPC leaders. Faraj’s resigna­
tion came after his plans to make changes 
in a number of ministries were rejected. 
His resignation was immediately 
approved and the authorities claimed that 
his resignation was for health reasons.
Despite the relief people felt with the 
appointment of Faraj b. Ghanem, the 
obstacles and challenges posed in his way 
and his resignation filled them with total 
disappointment.

More Damage to Unity
The Civil War resulted in great damage to 
Yemen’s unity. Many southern gover­
norates showed their dissatisfaction with 
and disappointment at the officials 
appointments, who were mostly from 
northern regions. As a result, many south­
ern officials who used to hold high rank­
ing positions left the country. Amid this 
political confusion many democratic fea­
tures disappeared. Many limits and 
strains were imposed on pluralism and 
press freedom.
Some of the opposition parties were 
accused of siding with the YSP and could 
have been potentially accused of being 
traitors. This made them act more cau­
tiously during this period and their politi­
cal speeches were not so clear. Despite 
the President’s amnesty following victory 
on July 7, 1994 there was more and more 
to heal in the relationships between the 
GPC and YSP.
A great part of the damage to unity result­
ed from settling down old accounts open­
ly carried out by the victorious side 
against the defeated. At the same time, 
other opposition elements who assisted 
the victorious party during the war were 

rewarded.
The war was over, but it left people in 
miserable economic condition. The ques­
tion of Missing In Actions (MIAs) was 
the talk of the common people. Many 
people in the south lived in deplorable 
condition totally different to that of the 
people in the north. During the first four 
years of unity, not a great deal of changes 
happened to the people of the south 
whose properties were still nationalized. 
This is what made the war and its after­
math a living fact.

Resignation of Faraj’s Government & 
the Formation of A. A. Ghani’s 
Government
Following the resignation of the govern­
ment of Dr. Faraj b. Ghanem, President 
Saleh appointed Mr. Abdulaziz 
Abdulghani to form the new government 
which continued until the second parlia­
mentary elections in 1997.
This government was characterized by 
motionlessness and less interactions with 
people. The Financial and Administration 
Reform Program was implemented by 
this government leading to hikes in 
prices.
Abdulaziz Abdulghani, one of the quali­
fied economists in the country, was a 
prime a minister before unity who gained 
the people’s respect for his moderate 
positions. The government that came 
after the parliamentary elections of 1997, 
was under direct pressure carrying out 
dictated decisions even if they were 
unconstitutional. No significant improve­
ments were witnessed during this period. 
Inflation, emergence of more corrupt 
powers in ministries were the most 
prominent characteristics of this govern­
ment. This period was also characterized 

by political bargains with its ally the 
Islah. A number of ministries were given 
to the Islah party which gradually exploit­
ed this chance to employ a great number 
of its members in its ministries. It worked 
on establishing a solid political base by 
conducting a number of projects in some 
of the areas and helping facilitate difficult 
procedures and routines.
This period witnessed a rapid spread of 
Islah elements in the educational offices. 
The Islah party was considered the strate­
gic ally of President Saleh who used the 
religious institutes controlled by the Islah 
as a winning card in elections, parlia­
ment, etc. Two ministers of the Ministry 
of Trade and Supply resigned saying that 
they could not continue, but many 
observers considered this step as a politi­
cal plan to get ready for the parliamentary 
elections in 1997.

Parliamentary Elections 1997-1999
The second parliamentary elections took 
place in 1997. This time the event was 
different than that of the 1993 elections 
for there was only one party, Islah, play­
ing the role of the strong competitor. 
Coordination between Islah and GPC 
resulted in having them share the parlia­
ment. The other opposition parties won 
only 7 seats.
Many violations occurred before and dur­
ing the 1993 elections. More then half a 
million of false names appeared in the 
voting lists and the election committees 
were mostly GPC. All opposition parties 
condemned the mechanism of managing 
and controlling the election process.
The result was a great victory of the GPC 
over its ally, Islah. The government was 
formed by the GPC who had the majority 
of MPs.

The YSP’s boycott of the 1997 elections 
was justified by absence of a national rec­
onciliation, mass participation of military 
elements, and the false names of voters 
and impartiality of the Supreme Elections 
Committee.
As far as the remaining opposition parties 
including the Nasserite Unionist, Baath, 
and Al-Haq parties, were concerned, they 
won only 7 out of 301 seats.

Al-Iryani’s Government
Having the majority of MPs (more than 
two thirds of the seats) the GPC appoint­
ed Dr. Abdulkareem Al-Iryani, Prime 
Minister. This government pursued the 
reform program which filled people with 
anger. Al-Iryani also pursued his mission 
in relation with the Yemeni-Saudi border 
in a calm manner that is different than 
what he used to. However, he could not 
continue and left the whole issue for his 
minister of foreign Affairs, Bajammal 
who became the Prime Minister since the 
beginning of 2001. This government was 
more concerned about the political side 
and preparation for the Presidency elec­
tions that took place in 1999.

1999 Presidential Elections
The presidential elections were a result of 
many opposition parties’ demands. The 
only opposition nominee was Ali Saleh 
Obad, the secretary general of the YSP. 
However, he did not win the parliamen­
tary endorsement required to qualify for 
presidency elections, stipulated by the 
constitution at 10%. Since the law neces­
sitates availability of two candidates, the 
GPC also nominate Najeeb Qahtan Al- 
Shaabi, member of the parliament, who is 
also a member of the GPC just as a deco­
ration to run the presidential elections as 

required by the law. With the absence of 
the participation of the opposition parties, 
President Saleh won more than 96% of 
the total votes.
Many voices were raised during this peri­
od to make serious reform in economy 
and to reach a national reconciliation.

Local Council Elections, 2001
The local council elections which were 
carried out on the 20th of February, 2001 
were signalling for a potential break­
through in the political map of Yemen. 
Those elections had proven that Islah still 
constitutes a threat to the rule of the GPC 
as Islah gained a significant percentage of 
local councils scattered all over the coun­
try. Its domination was clear in areas such 
as Mareb and Ibb governorates. The party 
flexed its muscles when it won the district 
surrounding the presidential palace in the 
city of Taiz.
Even though Yemenis were given the 
right to choose their representatives in the 
parliament, but not in their respective 
local councils, they have expressed their 
desire for pushing for a change in the 
political map of Yemen. The unexpected 
results of Islah caused great concern for 
the GPC which admitted that it needed to 
change its tactics for the upcoming par­
liamentary and local council elections in 
2003.
These elections were characterized with 
excessive violence leading to the death 
and injury of tens of civilians.

Whatever shortcomings that occurred 
during the different stages of unity, no 
one could deny that unity was a great his­
torical achievement for Yemen. There are 
many misbehaviors which try to tarnish 
the image of unity. These must be tackled 
and corrected. It may be true that the GPC 
is still abusing democracy by exploiting 
its power and authority to keep in power. 
However, correcting the situation is a 
must that should be the concern of both 
rulers and the opposition. Unity is a great 
achievement that has brought about plu­
ralism, freedom of expression, etc. But 
these concepts need more attention and 
encouragement for the country to flourish 
and practice democracy in the right way.

The Buhrah Sect in Yemen
Hassan Al-Zaidy 
Yemen Times

T
he Buhrah sect is gaining 
more and more affiliates 
every year and one can 
find that the affiliates of 
the sect flow to Yemen 

every year, particularly prior to the 
pilgrimage season. The Buhrah sect 
has its own special rituals and reli­
gious leaders and it is part of the 
Buhrah doctrine to visit the graves of 
their religious leaders.
There are five graves, located in Haraz 
area, which are the destinations of the 
Buhrah sect affiliates. The graves are 
for these religious scholars of Buhrah: 
Hatim bin Ibrahim al-Hamidi al- 
Hamadani and known as Hatim al- 
Hathrat, Idris Imad Eldin, Mohammed 
Ali Shams Eldin, Ali Shams Eldin. 
The affiliates of the Buhrah sect shall 
visit all these sacred graves to pay 
homage to these religious leaders.
The fellows of the Ismailiate sect of 
which Buhrah is a sub-division are 
based in different areas in Yemen like 
Sa’afan area near to Haraz, A’aras and 
Jeblah in IBB Governorate. 
Furthermore, there are few affiliates 
of Ismailiate doctrine in several part 
of Yemen such as Taiz, Aden, Zabeed, 
Dhamar, Huoth in the district of 
Hamadan and some residential areas 
in the city of Sana’a like Nuqum and 
Bab al-Sabah.

Buhrah
Buhrah is the name attributed to one 
of the sects of the Ismailiate doctrine. 
The Buhrah doctrine has emerged 
since four hundreds year ago. The 
word Buhrah came from the Karjah 
language spoken in the province of 
Karjah in the west of India. Moreover, 
some people say that the word Buhrah 
came from the name of a Yemeni tribe 
immigrated to India while some other 
say that the word Buhrah means 

spices which used to be sold by the 
affiliates of the Fatimiate doctrine in 
India.

A day in the sacred al-Hatib moun­
tain
Al-Hatib is the name of a high moun­
tain in Haraz 90km away from the 
capital Sana’a. We came over the 
mountain via the asphalted road con­
structed by Mr. Burhan Eldin the 
Sultan of Buhrah so as to reach the 
building which incorporates the office 
of the Sultan of Buhrah in addition to 
a four-story hotel used by students and 
the visitors. There are also a restaurant 
and a modern school.
At the center there are about 20 teach­
ers and supervisors most of them 
graduated from the Saifiyah 
University in India which teaches the 
Ismailiate doctrine’s teachings.
The Buhrah sect has a specific eti­
quette for eating in which they start by 
having salt and then go ahead with the 
rest of the meal. When we were din­
ning with his Highness the Sultan of 
Buhrah Mr. Salman Rashid and some 
students we could see the pictures of 
the different sultans of Buhrah hang­
ing in the dinning room which is 
divided into two parts one for men and 
the other for women.
The number of the students at the 
Buhani School in Haraz ranges from 
30 to 50 students. There are some 
means for recreation including table 

and ground tennis and some other 
playgrounds but as we heard watching 
TV is forbidden.

Buhrah’s projects in Haraz
We paid a visit to some areas in Haraz 
and we noticed that the most impor­
tant project there is the water project 
which was implemented at the 
expense of the Sultan of Buhrah. Over 
than seven thousands inhabitants ben­
efit from this project which cost more 
than YR 17 million and it is run by the 
locals at that area.
Over than five million Rials was 
donated as loans for farmers. 
Moreover, a new school is now under 
construction which will provide 
courses for farmers on bee-keeping 
and animal-raising. Similarly an ani­
mal farm has been constructed at the 
expense of the Sultan of Buhrah at the 
estimated cost of 10 million Rials.

Buhrah & Qat
The Buhrah sect in Yemen has waged 
a war against Qat and its cultivation. 
The representative of the Sultan of 
Buhrah to Yemen has erected a nurs­
ery which contain different transplants 
of banana and coffee trees which will 
be donated for the farmers who will 
uproot their Qat trees. Moreover, more 
than USD 90000 has been earmarked 
for the Qat-uprooting campaign which 
will contribute to the locals’ efforts to 
get rid of this evil tree.
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Increase in Diesel Prices:
Opinion Polls in Three Cities of the Republic

I
n Yemen, everything begins 
with a rumor that spreads like 
wildfire among the population. 
Lastly this rumor dies and 
another one starts again.

Suddenly, what we see is not a rumor 
anymore but a Republican decree 
issued by the government to ratify this 
rumor. After the increase in diesel 
prices, another rumor is saying that 
gas price also rose. But the question 
which haunts millions of Yemenis is 
the following: why did only diesel 
prices increased? Some say that the 
increase in diesel prices comes from 
the fact that the Yemeni citizen does 
not benefit from the material itself. 
Others say that the rise can be attrib­
uted to a willingness to reduce pollu­
tion caused by diesel engines. It is also 
said that the General Administration 
for Traffic instructed not to issue any 
registration plates to diesel-powered 
vehicles. Our main concern is focused 
on the common man who does not pay 
attention to the income calculations or 
economic reforms, but waits only to 
swallow the bitter pills of any econom­
ic new decisions.
Sharp increase in diesel prices: 
negative aspects.
Undoubtedly, the rise in diesel prices 
will affect negatively consumers of 
water, electricity, agricultural products 
and bread. Furthermore, farmers and 
fishermen will insist on increasing the 
price of their agricultural and fish 
products. The poor common man 
found mainly among blue-collar work­
ers and craftsmen, will be without any 
doubt the first victim of this new 
decree. He is greatly suffering from 
unemployment and miserable living 
conditions. In Taiz, after the sudden 
increase in diesel prices, the inhabi­
tants also witnessed an augmentation 
in the price of bread sold in bakeries 
and groceries and that upset them. The 
Yemen Times reporter Farook Al-

Kamali met Mr. Ahmad Salem 
Shammakh, the General 
Director of Shammakh compa­
ny for Tanning Skins. During 
the interview, Shammakh com­
mented on the diesel prices 
increase and the possibility to 
evaluate its cost on the farm­
ers’ and manufacturers’ 
incomes. Furthermore, this 
decree will have a negative 
impact on living conditions 
and on the development ratio 
as well, as it will lead to reces­
sion. He added that diesel is 
officially shipped from accred­
ited harbors and not smuggled 
as mentioned. He also said, 
“ Suppose that some of these
quantities are smuggled. It is 
clear that the influential citizens are 
involved in this activity. But, instead of 
performing its duties, the government 
looked away and punished the poor cit­
izen instead”. Mojeeb Ahmad Saeed, a 
student, considers the high increase of 
bread prices to be a ignonimous act 
against the rights and the freedom of 
the common man. If such matters hap­
pen in other countries in the world, 
demonstrations would be staged and 
ministers and governments would be 
overthrown. In Yemen, such a thing is 
considered normal by Yemeni citizens 
who neglect their rights and choose to 
remain silent. Abdullah Kaed, a baker, 
stresses out that only two choices are 
possible: either increasing the prices 
of bread, or reducing its size. Abduh 
Al-Naser Sarhan, owner of a diesel- 
powered bus, states, “ Bus drivers have 
recently changed their petrol engines 
into diesel engines, but the price of the 
of engines are too expensive. Certainly, 
we will be terribly affected by the 
increase in diesel prices but we will be 
unable to augment the bus fares to 
reflect the new diesel prices”. 
Abdulaziz Ahmad and Nagi Mohsen,

both farmers in Alhayma, 
remark that the diesel prices 
increased by nearly 70% so 
that the cost of using diesel 
to pump water from wells as 
a mean of irrigation jumped 
by 25%. As a consequence, 
they will have to increase 
prices of their agricultural 
products. At the same time, 
the farmers see prices of 
agricultural products to follow the 
diesel prices.
The increase in diesel prices can be 
beneficial. Yet, the amount of money 
together with agricultural fund must be 
transferred to the farmers in order to 
compensate them and set up irrigation 
projects like dams. Moreover, based on 
my various discussions, I am of the 
opinion that the farmers will reduce 
their water consumption by using rain­
water instead of depletable water 
resources.
In Sana’a, Yemen Times reporter Yaser 
Ahmad interviewed some citizens and 
came back with the following com­
ments: Saeed M. M. says that the 
increase in diesel prices does not only 
mean the increase in diesel prices alone

but also a overall augmentation in 
prices but especially in transportation 
and diesel engines. The farmer is going 
to be affected, as he is unable to pro­
vide diesel. We met another citizen, 
Mr. Mokbel Abduh M. stating that if 
the increase in the diesel prices is 
meant to stop the diesel-powered 
engines, then why is there no supervi­
sion on those vehicles?
Another comment came from Abdulrab 
Al-Baydhani who told us that it was a 
sudden shock to all the Yemenis. The 
government has not been satisfied with 
the previous economic decisions and 
intentionally plans to implement anoth­
er program which will make life of the 
Yemeni people even harder in a time of 
large unemployment and other things

which have become a heavy burden on 
the government. But Mohammed 
Abdullah Al-Otmi feels sorry for such 
regrettable things. “This is the time for 
the government to cease applying its 
usual remedies and increasing the 
prices of diesel, which ultimately 
means an increase in the price of 
everything else.
In Aden, the Yemen Times Bureau 
Chief Redhwan Al-Saqqaf conducted a 
survey and opinion polls on the same 
issue, that is the high increase in diesel 
prices. Yemen Times interviewed for 
this purpose a number of citizens in the 
city. Ali Al-Baydhani, a bus driver 
says, “We have been informed that 
diesel prices are going to rise. These 
news irritated us. But the population 
should not be annoyed because diesel 
remains cheaper than gasoline prices. 
In fact, it motivates the bus drivers to 
switch to diesel engines and demand 
for diesel becomes more attractive than 
for gasoline. Khaled Salem, a gas sta­
tion worker, states, “Regrettably, the 
number of diesel engines have grown 
too fast and have overtaken the number 
of gasoline vehicles.” We also met 
Mohammed Hashem, a taxi-driver, 
who insisted that he uses a gas-pow­
ered his car which proves to be very

costly, but he cannot raise its fares 
because of the strong competition from 
owners of diesel-powered vehicles. 
This motivated him to switch from a 
gasoline engine to a diesel engine. Abu 
Majed, a lorry driver, said, “ The gov­
ernment increased the diesel prices but 
will sooner or later think about also 
raising gasoline prices. All these deci­
sions will be made at the expense of the 
common man.” Abu Majed stressed out 
that there would be a negative impact 
on the issue of unemployment. In Lahj, 
a farmer, Ahmad Ali, added that he 
owned water and electricity generators 
and a tractor as well using large quan­
tities of diesel. And, because of that, he 
would have to reconsider the pricing of 
his products. Commenting on the dete­
riorating situation of the Yemeni farm­
ers, Ahmad Ali made clear that there 
were no interest at all from the govern­
ment in their situation. Abdualnaser Al- 
khateeb said that the government 
would increase the diesel prices but the 
ratio was simple and did not constitute 
an hassle. He added that this had a 
great impact on man and environment. 
According to Alkhateeb, the govern­
ment also seriously wants to reform the 
situation and to focus on decreasing 
unemployment in the country.
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Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

T
 he issue of raising the prices 
of diesel fuel is still given 
prominence by local press 
especially organs of opposi­
tion parties and private sec­

tor. Many articles and leading stories 
have tackled the subject, strongly criti­
cizing the government for that move. 
Another major story discussed and 
reported by this week’s local press is that

concerning developments of kidnapping 
incident of a German citizen, his where­
abouts and the motives behind it.
Normally official newspapers and those 
representing the ruling party have writ­
ten analyses commending the measure of 
diesel prices and giving justification for 
taking it, while opposition organs 
opposed it, and refuted the government’s 
justifications.

Al-Mithaq weekly, 
organ of the General 
People’s Congress party

Al-Mithaq published an article by mem­
ber of parliament Ali Ali A’tif in its issue 
of July 30, 2001 on what he termed as 
price reforms of diesel fuel. The writer 
says there are many aspects that should 
be pointed out in dealing with this gov­
ernment measure connected to environ­
mental, structural, economic and social 
matters.
Environmentally, the author says, infor­
mation indicates the existence of an 
excessive and increasing use of diesel 
that consequently that has led to effecting 
of grave damage to environment, squan­
dering marine life and polluting air. As 
for the structure information indicates 
that the preset consumption of diesel 
with its low prices has made many peo­
ple to convert machines and equipment 
to use diesel instead of petroleum. This 
has led to excessive use of this fuel in a 
manner it would be too difficult to deal 
with in future.
Regarding the economic aspect, the gov­
ernment spends 80 billion rials in subsidy 
of goods, 90% of which goes to subsidize 
the diesel fuel. In addition: wasting such 
huge sums of the budget due to smug­
gling operations of this substance causes 
damage as it would be imperative to 
import additional amounts to make up for 
the shortage in the local market, which is 
at the expense of other economic proj­
ects.

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 
organ of the Nasserite 
party, 
31 July 2001

The newspaper’s editorial has numerated 
and analyzed the " doses” implemented 
by the government, saying that two 
heavy doses have been the gift of the

government offered to the people in this 
month alone, quite contrary to what other 
governments do for their peoples. First 
the government has been very keen to 
close the door of knowledge to a big seg­
ment of our students when it defined per­
centage of university admission at 70% 
at minimum. The second dose has been 
the raising of diesel prices by 75% 
although it is a local product. This will 
inevitably cause an increase in prices of 
many commodities and services and 
would have a general effect to compel 
more people to lead a harsh kind of aus­
terity.
The editorial maintains that those doses 
coincide with a political dose the govern­
ment endeavors to implement through 
effecting the elections law in a form 
encircling the democratic margin.

Ath-Thawri weekly 
organ of the YSP, 
2 August 2001

The newspaper has said in its editorial 
that the new dose the government has 
embarked on by raising the diesel prices 
and its adverse consequences on the peo­
ple’s life, represents a dangerous uncom- 
mendable continuation of the wrong eco­
nomic and social policies the government 
has been following since the end of the 
war of 1994 summer.
The essential reasons here lie in the non­
possession of a wise policy for invest­
ment of available economic reserves and 
potentials in addition to absence of eco­
nomic, security, legal and political cir­
cumstances and conditions attracting 
local, Arab and foreign investment. Other 
cause is the inflation of corruption that 
developed into an establishment and 
complete-linked octopus. The concept of 
privatization has unfortunately become a 
loose framework for plundering of public 
riches and feeding corruption. Making

things worse are failure of security and 
stability, spread of chaos of and acts of 
violence and shrinkage of the limited 
margin of democracy.

Al-Ihya’a Al-Arabi 
weekly, organ of the 
Arab Baath Socialist 
party, Iraq organiza­
tion, 31 July 2001

Abdulwali Sallam has also tackled in an 
article the latest dose by the government 
on raising the prices of diesel. He has 
discussed the justifications put forward 
by the government and refuted them. The 
writer says concerning the smuggling 
abroad of diesel the operation is carried 
out in large vehicles and even the using 
of government tankers which can be pre­
vented by a decision not through raising 
the substance prices. Another govern­
ment decision can be taken to prevent the 
converting of vehicle machines from 
other petroleum products to diesel. If the 
government stops smuggling operations 
and prevents the use of diesel in passen­
gers buses inside the cities, then those 
who exploit the government subsidy on 
diesel would find nothing to exploit, the 
writer says in refuting the government’s 
justifications which he describes as flim­
sy.

As-Sahwa weekly, 
2 August 2001

The newspaper’s political editor has 
written that the latest government meas­
ure of raising the diesel prices has been 
carried out in an unprecedented manner. 
This manner confirms the growth of the 
orientation of following the means of 
excluding others not only their opinions 
but as a being and effect. Implementation 
of the new dose has not been officially 
announced by the government, indicating 
non-recognition of the existence of the 
political and social forces. The article 
says such an approach would not lead to 
stability and development.
The first thing the government has to do 
is to listen to others’ opinions with regard 
to measures it intends to implement in 
the process of carrying out its reform 
programs. It should benefit from those 
opinions and viewpoints and not to deem 
them merely as narrow-minded biddings.

Annas weekly, 
30 July 2001

Mr Sadeq Nasher says in an article titled 
" Diesel” that he does not want to accuse 
the present government as secretive but 
its practices denote that. The present 
government, as is the pursuit of former 
ones, follows a very bad approach, i.e. 
disregarding the people especially in 
what concerns their life. These govern­
ments take their decisions of destiny pre­
ceded by rumors preparing the people for 
accepting them, especially the difficult 
resolutions. No Yemeni government has 
ever dared to inform the people before­
hand on what it intends to do, though this 
is one of its tasks, if it is convinced of the 
rightfulness of what it does.
It is the right of the citizen who has put 
his confidence in the government to get 
informed on the decisions pertaining to 
his life and not to be subject delusion. 
The government would have the people’s 
confidence and its decisions be credible 
when people are informed about them, as 
they are the source of all powers.

Al-Jamaheer weekly, 
organ of the Arab Baath 
Socialist party, Syrian 
organization,
29 July 2001

The newspaper’s political editor has this 
week tackled the topic of the return of 
kidnapping incidents in Yemen saying 
that despite the new government’s pledge 
of putting an end to the phenomenon of 
kidnapping foreigners and uproot its 
motives, those promises have actually 
gone with the wind. The editor has cited 
the latest kidnapping incident of a 
German citizen, which is the second 
German to be kidnapped during this year. 
The editor further confirms that kidnap­
ping of foreigners by tribes has become a 
real problem for the local authorities. It 
has become a threat to tourism which is a 
growing resource of income. Observers 
affirm that the government's underesti­
mation of repeated kidnappings and 
rewarding kidnappers for the sake of 
securing the release of the kidnapped are 
among the major causes of complicating 
this phenomenon and encouraging its 
spread.
The government now finds itself in 
bewilderment between what it wants and 
what the law authorizes it to do in pro­
tection and preservation of its sovereign­
ty and internal security and reputation on 
the one hand and what the kidnappers 
intentions and aims on the other hand.

STUDY IN THE USA!
MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAMS

The American Embassy and AMIDEAST announce that applications are still being accepted for 
master’s degree study in the United States under the J. William Fulbright Foreign Student 
Scholarship Program. Fulbright grants provide funding for two years of master’s degree study in 
the U.S. Approximately ten scholarships are still to be selected for academic year 2002/3.

APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED AT AMIDEAST NO LATER THAN AUGUST 11, 2001.

Qualified Fulbright applicants must have:
• “excellent” or “very good” academic credentials (equivalent to 3.0 of 4.0 GPA),
• good English language skills; and
• an undergraduate degree from an accredited institution at least one year prior to application. 
Applicants must also be Yemeni citizens currently residing and working in Yemen,

Excellent applicants with bachelor’s degrees in all fields of study are welcome. Applicants should 
visit AMIDEAST offices for a list of graduate fields of study.

Applicants who do not meet minimum English requirements may be eligible for English training in 
Yemen to increase their scores.

To obtain application forms, contact AMIDEAST at:
AMIDEAST Sana’a: Algiers St. #66, P.O. Box 15508, Sana'a. Tel. 01.400.279. Fax: 01.206.942.

E-mail: yemen@amideast.org
AMIDEAST Aden: 162 Miswat St., P.O. Box 6009, Khormaksar, Aden. Tel/Fax. 02.232.345.

E-mail: aden@amideast.org

Complete application submissions must include:
1. Fulbright application form;
2. Contact information, including phone number(s) and mailing addresses;
3. Either the CBT-TOEFL score of at least 190 or an ITP TOEFL score of 500 (scores may not be older 

than 2 years from date of application);
4. Certified copies in Arabic and English of all undergraduate and graduate transcripts, diplomas, and 

certificates of graduation;
5. Three letters of recommendation in English from individuals familiar with the applicant’s 

achievements; and
6. Two recent passport-sized photos.

NOTE: Applicants who do not have a valid CBT-TOEFL score should contact AMIDEAST 
immediately to arrange toe ITP TOEFL examination.

amideast.org
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“Accounting Technician”
The American Embassy announces for an immediate opening “Accounting 
Technician” position within its organization.

The position is located in the budget and Fiscal Section, American Embassy, under the 
general supervision of the Budget and Fiscal Officer.
Review, maintain, reconcile and balance accounting records for Accounts Receivable 
Accounts, Representation allowances, Suspense Deposit Aboard (SDA), Official 
Residence Expenses and Business Facilitation Incentive Funds (BFIF) accounts, Travel 
advances and other allotments from other sources of State funds. Prepare reports, maintain 
fund control ledger and review FSC-60 (State of Funds Reports) and FSC-62 (Status of 
Obligations Reports). Prepare and audit invoices relating to the Household Effects (HHE) 
shipping company, Airline, FedEx and DHL invoices. Prepare billing documents for 
personal telephone, shuttle and gas services. Serves as alternate Class B Cashier n the 
absence of the Principal class B cashier.

Qualifications:
a) Education: Completion of secondary school or an equivalent combination of 

secondary and technical school is required.
b) Prior Work Experience:

From 1 to 2 years of experience of clerical accounts maintenance or closely 
related accounting clerical work. Normally, the full 2 years of experience 
will be required with at least 1 year of this experience in accounting clerical 
work for ta US Government agency.

c) Language Proficiency:
Level III English ability (good working knowledge) is required.

d) Ability: Typing at Level I (less than 40 words per minute). Ability to analyze 
accounts maintenance transactions sufficiently to be able to detect errors 
and avoid overobligations.

Whom and How to apply:
All Yemeni Nationals should submit a completed OF-612 from 
(Application for Federal Employment) and/or resume to the Personnel 
Office, American Embassy, Dhahr Himyar Street, Sanaa, no later than the 
closing date of this announcement which will be August 18, 2001. For 
clarification, contact the Personnel Office at telephone number 303-155.

Salary: The minimum starting annual gross salary for the full-performance level
for this position is YR880,391 of which 40% paid in US Dollar.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Jannah Hunt has the pleasure in announcing a vacancy 
for a qualified English Instructor. The successful 
candidate will be required to perform his task at 
Halewah Shabwah plant. The job will be based on 
rotational schedule (28 days on / 28 days off).

Job Description:

A. The successful candidate shall be assigned the responsibility and duty of teaching general 
English courses commencing from level one (Beginner’s course) and onwards to higher levels 
to national employees of he company.

B. He shall also be assigned the responsibility of teaching ESP (English for Specific Purposes) 
particularly in the area of oil and petroleum industry

C. He would be required to set-up an English language program and an English language unit at 
the site.

Minimum Requirements:

A. A bachelor’s degree on higher diploma in English Language teaching from a recognized and a 
reputed university.

B. The successful candidate should possess excellent command over his spoken and written 
English.

C. A minimum work experience of 5 years in the area of teaching English as a foreign language.

If you happen to meet the above mentioned criteria and you find yourself capable and eligible for 
this challenging post, please send your C. V. to the following address as promptly as possible.

YEMEN HUNT OIL COMPANY 
Attn: HUman Resources Manager 

P. O. Box 481 
Or 

Fax: 01-416 898 
Sana a, Republic of Yemen

All candidates must be YEMENI NATIONALS 
Deadline for the application August 31, 2001.

Please do not phone us, we 
will call you for an interview if you are a successful candidate.



Yemen and France...New Horizons...A Mutual Cultural Exchange
Adil Ahmad as-Salawi 
Saba News Agency

Y
emen and France have 
recently set out upon a 
highly ambitious cul­
tural program aimed at 
enhancing the method 

of conducting mutual cultural 
exchanges between the two friendly 
states by exploring new horizons, 
pushing the limits of such exchanges to 
involve higher levels of cultural activi­
ty, and in general conducting fruitful 
dialogue so as to enhance mutual 
understanding of each others’ culture 
and civilization.
This issue of common understanding 
has resulted in a special visit made to 
Yemen by Dr Bassam Tahan 
(Professor of Political Geography in 
Modern Technology and of the Arabic 
Language at some of the most presti­
gious French institutes, as well as 
research specialist at the French 
National Research Institute). The prin­
cipal result of his visit was the signing 
of a number of agreements and proto­
cols on mutual cultural co-operation 
between Yemen and France.
Probably the most significant protocol 
was the special agreement (the first of 
its kind) signed this year between sev­
eral Yemeni universities and cultural 
institutes and a number of comparable 
establishments in France, aimed at 
paving the way for Yemeni university 
lecturers to receive academic qualifi­
cations at French institutions. Its pur­
pose is also to assist them in preparing 
for doctoral degrees, in exchange for 
their being used by France to teach the

Arabic language at French secondary 
schools.
Similarly, the protocol will help estab­
lish a French national research insti­
tute, simultaneously with the arrival in 
Yemen of a delegation of French spe­
cialists given the task of adapting a 
program of intensive and comprehen­
sive training for a select number of 
Yemeni cadres in what some describe 
as the science of “eloquence”, helping 
them break free from the habit of writ­
ing in the cumbersome, archaic and 
cryptic style of Arabic so common in 
many Arabic magazines and literary 
columns.
Dr Bassam also confirmed that there is 
a driving ambition on the part of both 
France and Yemen to translate this co­
operation from the purely official 
framework into something which may 
also encompass specialist universities 
such as the Queen Arwa University. 
This is an unprecedented step, and is 
considered to be the first of its kind ini­
tiated by the French government in an 
Arab state.
Concerning his specific vision of cul­
tural life in Yemen, gained through the 
visit here made by the principal of the 
French National Research Institute’s 
delegation, Dr Bassam clarified that 
there is, in his view, a special situation, 
that of a cultural window, which pre­
vails over the Yemeni legislator. 
Consequently, he can seek inspiration, 
in a fairly straightforward way, from 
the steadily increasing attention by 
Yemeni citizens given to understand­
ing the basic principles of foreign 
(specifically western) ideas and cul­
ture. (Needless to say, this implies a 
dynamic process whereby what initial­
ly involves external influences on the 
purely cultural level is ultimately 
transferred to the political system 
itself.) This is something which may 
not quite be succeeding in many other 
Arab states, in which materialism - 
rather than a penetrating understanding 
of the import of western ideas - pre­

vails over other forms of ‘intellectual 
consumerism’.
Dr Bassam commended the significant 
role played by the Foundation Institute 
for Cultural Purity (which he describes 
as “exemplary”) in enriching cultural 
life in Yemen through a number of 
‘arabicized’ cultural events and activi­
ties. This is to the great satisfaction of 
the institute’s principal, Mr Ahmad 
Jabir, who devoted it specifically for 
the benefit of the public. Similarly, 
members of the French mission have 
expressed satisfaction at the admirable 
role which educated Yemeni women 
play in ‘crystallizing’ the various fea­
tures of cultural and political life in the 
country.
This is precisely what the activities of 
their colleagues in the membership of 
many legal and specialist institutions 
manifest, such as the Union for Yemeni 
Authors and Writers, as well as parlia­
ment and its elimination of ministerial 
portfolios in the most recent govern­
ment lineup the country has witnessed. 
Incidentally, this is an unprecedented 
policy to which Yemen is opposed by 
several foreign states whose women 
still suffer under the pressures of social 
oppression, and live in an environment 
which restricts them from freely 
expressing their views or fulfilling 
their ambitions.
According to Dr Bassam, the main rea­
son for Yemen’s progress in this 
respect may be due to its return to hal­
lowed ancient traditions, where Yemen 
represents one of very few nations 
which has given to the rest of the world 
some of the very greatest and most 
powerful feminine icons. We only 
have to remember such important 
Yemeni historical figures as Queen 
Bilqis (proverbially known as the 
queen of Sheba, that is, of the great 
Sabaean empire which ruled much of 
southern Arabia and controlled the 
Frankincense trade in the regain before 
the Christian era) and Queen Arwa bint 
Ahmad Sulayhi al-Amr (the greatest of 

the Sulayhid rulers of medieval Islamic 
Yemen who transferred the capital of 
the small mountain kingdom to Jibla). 
It is on this basis that Dr Bassam holds 
the firm conviction that Yemen is about 
to embark on a far reaching program of 
active co-operation by women in the 
social, cultural and political arenas of 
Yemeni society.
This program is most likely to proceed 
in a markedly ‘arabicized’ form, and 
will be based on the confidence of the 
younger generation in its own inherent 
abilities as well as its rich cultural her­
itage. Its most apparent manifestation 
is likely to be that of an ongoing social 
struggle between the forces of moder­
nity and those of traditional conser­
vatism. This is already evident in the 
activities of certain feminist literary 
circles and fiery student groups of a 
revolutionary and self-reflective 
stamp. Paradoxically, the need for 
social reform based on these principles 
is felt despite the fact that the various 
classical Islamic schools (the mad- 
hahibs), which in Yemen essentially 
means that of the Shafi’i in the south 
and the Zaydi in the north of the coun­
try, are relatively flexible where mat­
ters relating to women are concerned. 
In fact, many argue that the madhahibs 
rarely adopt an inflexible attitude 
towards women in their interpretation 
and application of Islamic law and 
popular consensus (ijma’).
Dr Bassam has also revealed that the 
French government and its subsidiaries 
involved in preserving the material 
vestiges of Yemen’s ancient cultural 
heritage represents one of the most out­
standing characteristics of human 
nature. The French government has 
itself decided to undertake several 
restoration projects of a number of his­
torical monuments and medieval era 
structures in Yemen, determined to see 
whatever project it begins right 
through to its final completion. It has 
therefore taken upon itself the burden 
of restoring most of the medieval 
mosques in a number of municipalities, 
and has also facilitated some French 
archaeologists with more creative 
mosque restoration projects in the 
country. In addition, the French gov­
ernment is resolved to establish a num­
ber of summer institutes for foreigners 
to study Arabic, after having witnessed 
the popularity of the French Institute in 
Yemen, where large numbers of French 
people flock to study the language.
From another perspective, the Institute 
for Arabic Learning in Paris has begun 
to show early inclinations to award one 
of the most outstanding symbols of 
Yemeni literature and culture, that is 
the writer Dr Abdul Aziz al-Maqalih, 
sometime in the middle of November, 
by holding a festival in his honor and 
bestowing awards on him for his liter­
ary and cultural achievements. 
Because this festival is intended to be 
quite lavish, invitations have been sent 
to numerous critics, as well as both 
Arabic and French personalities, in 
addition to a special invitation to the 
great Yemeni artist Ahmad Fathi, who 
will attend the award ceremonies and 
sing at the festival which is going to be 
held in a special location.

Apology
The name of Mr. Nabeel Mustafa, 
writer of “Meuon Island” article 
of issue #30 was unintentionally 
dropped. Our apology to him 
and our readers.
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Al-Bohra Backgrounder
Many readers have been asking 
recently of the origins of the Bohra 
Islamic movement in Yemen. The 
recent news items published in 
local newspapers, which focused 
on the Bohra had attracted the 
attention of Yemeni and foreign 
readers alike. As a service to our 
readers, here we present a back­
ground on this movement describ­
ing how and where it started, who 
leads it, and other useful informa­
tion.

Background
The Muslim community of Daudi 
Bohras traces its ancestry to early 
conversions to Ismaili Shiism dur­
ing the reign of the Fatimid caliph­
imam, al-Mustansir (AS) (AH 427- 
487/1036-1094 AD). When 
schisms occurred in the Ismaili 
dawah (mission) in the eleventh 
and twelfth centuries in Egypt, the 
Ismailis in India followed the 
Fatimid Tayyibi dawah of Yemen. 
Subsequently, this community split 
a number of times to form the 
Jafari Bohras, Daudi Bohras, 
Sulaymani Bohras, Aliyah Bohras 
and other lesser known groups.
The word Bohra (also spelled 
Bohora or Vohra) is derived from 
the Gujrati vohorvu or vyavahar, 
meaning “to trade”. This has some­
times caused Hindus, Jains and 
Muslims of trading communities 
other than those related to the 
Tayyibi Ismailis to list themselves 
on census forms as Bohras. The 
early Hindu converts of the 
eleventh century comprised a sin­
gle group of Ismaili Bohras owing 
allegiance to the dai mutlaq in 
Yemen. The dai mutlaq operates as 
the sole representative of the 
secluded Ismaili imam and as such 
has had a great influence on the 
history, faith, and practices of the 
Daudi Bohras. Daudi Bohras are 
named after their twenty seventh 

dai Daud ibn Qutubshah (d. 1612). 
The Daudi Bohra community has 
largely been molded into its pres­
ent form by the two dais who have 
led the community in the twentieth 
century. The fifty first dai, the cel­
ebrated Dr. Sayyidna Tahir 
Saifuddin (1915-1965), was an 
accomplished scholar, a prolific 
writer and poet, a capable organiz­
er and a man of vision. During his 
period of fifty years he re-vitalized 
the community, fostered strong 
faith, modernized the mission’s 
organization, promoted welfare 
and education in the community, 
and guided it through the tumul­
tuous period of world wars and 
independence of nations.
The present dai, H.H. Dr. Sayyidna 
Mohammed Burhanuddin (TUS) 
has continued his predecessor’s 
endeavors with particular emphasis 
on strengthening the community’s 
Islamic practices and on the pro­
motion of its Fatimid heritage.
The religious hierarchy of the 
Daudi Bohras is essentially 
Fatimid and is headed by the dai 
mutlaq who is appointed by his 
predecessor in office. The dai 
appoints two others to the sub­
sidiary ranks of madhun (licenti­
ate) and mukasir (executor). These 
positions are followed by the rank 
of shaykh and mullah, both of 
which are held by hundreds of 
Bohras. An Aamil (usually a gradu­
ate of the order’s institution of 
higher learning, al-Jamiah al- 
Sayfiyah) who leads the local con­
gregation in religious, social and 
communal affairs is sent to each 
town where a sizable population 
exists. Such towns normally have a 
mosque and an adjoining jamaat- 
khanah (assembly hall) where 
socio-religious functions are held. 
The local organizations which 
manage these properties and 
administer the social and religious 

activities of the local Bohras report 
directly to the central administra­
tion of the dai based in Bombay, 
called al-Dawah al-Hadiyah.
At the age of puberty every Bohra, 
or mumin (believer) as sectarians 
call each 2ther, pronounces the tra­
ditional oath of allegiance which 
requires the initiate to adhere to the 
shariah and accept the leadership 
of the imam and the dai. This oath 
is renewed each year on the 18th of 
Dhu al-Hijjah (Id Gadir al- 
Khumm). The Bohras follow 
Fatimid school of jurisprudence 
which recognizes seven pillars of 
Islam. Walayah (love and devo­
tion) for Allah, the Prophets, the 
imam and the dai is the first and 
most important of the seven pillars. 
The others are tahrah (purity & 
cleanliness), salah (prayers), zakah 
(purifying religious dues), sawm 
(fasting), hajj (pilgrimage to 
Mecca) and jihad (holy war). 
Pilgrimages to the shrines of the 
saints is an important part of the 
devotional life of Bohras, for the 
facilitation of which rest houses 
and assisting organizations have 
been set up.
The martyrdom of Imam al- 
Husayn is commemorated annually 
during the first ten days of 
Muharram. Daudi Bohras use an 
arabicized form of Gujrati, called 
lisan al-dawah, which is permeated 
with Arabic words and written in 
Arabic script. Another distinctive 
feature is their use of a Fatimid 
lunar calendar which fixes the 
number of days in each month.
There is a strong religious learning 
tradition amongst the Daudi 
Bohras, their dais usually being 
prolific writers and orators. The 
Daudi Bohras number about a mil­
lion and reside in India, Pakistan, 
the Middle East, East Africa (since 
the 18 th century) and the West 
(since the 1950s).

South Africa Offers Free 
Ant-AIDS Drugs

In the wake of a much-publicized lawsuit, 
the Christian Science Monitor reports that 
the South African government has yet to 
accept an offer from a German drug com­
pany to ship the nation free anti-AIDS 
drugs for use by pregnant women. 
Recently a group of international drug 
companies sued to block the use of gener­
ic drugs in South Africa.
One company, the German drug giant 
Boehringer Ingelheim — producers of the 
drug Nevirapine — distanced itself from 
the companies in the litigation, making a 
five-year offer of free drugs to the 
Johannesburg government. An estimated 
2.5 million South African women of 
childbearing age are positive for the HIV. 
A support group is threatening to sue the 
government if it continues to reject the 
offer of free drugs.

New Baby Formula 
Given Go-Ahead

Government health regu­
lators have cleared the 
way for the production of 
a baby formula that is 
more like mother's milk 
than any product now on 
the market. Published 
reports indicate that the 
new formulation is pro­
duced by the addition of 
two fatty acids. The acids 
are found naturally in 
mother's milk. They are 
important for the develop­
ment of brain and vision functions. Doctors have 
long known that natural human milk is important 
because it protects babies from infections and lowers 
the risks of some chronic ailments. Not all mothers 
can breast-feed their babies, so researchers have been 
trying to develop a "real" substitute for some time.

Photo of the Week

I feel that I forgot something!
NOW THAT IS BIZARRE!

(A weekly column for bizarre stories and news)

Crook Needs Better Getaway Plan
MANCHESTER, England - Tellers at the Royal Bank of Scotland 
noticed one conspicuous customer wearing a fur hat and heavy 
coat on one of the hottest days of the year. His odd attire was 
explained when he robbed one of the tellers getting away with 
$8,500. He had just made it outside to his getaway vehicle, a bicy­
cle, when a die pack hidden among the cash exploded, knocking 
him off the bike. As he scooped up the money, his face became vis­
ible to the bank’s security camera. He persisted, though, and start­
ed off on the bike again, only to hit a curb, fall and drop more of 
the money. He ended up dropping two-thirds of the money behind 
trying to make the getaway. One officer said, “His actions once he 
left the bank were bordering on the comical.”

Sampson the Swan Receives Bionic Bill
AMROTH, Wales - Sampson the swan’s bill was severely dam­
aged when someone attacked the bird with a bottle. Maria Evans, 
who runs a bird rescue center, adopted the swan and struck on an 
ingenious plan to save it. She asked Dentist Ed Hannaford to cre­
ate a plastic bill of sorts for the swan so he would not have to eat 
from a tube for the remainder of his days. Hannaford spent over 
100 hours building the first-ever bionic beak, fitted perfectly for 
Sampson. The creation was a success as eight-year-old Sampson 
was eating and kissing his mate just an hour after the fitting. Evans 
said, “It is a miracle. Sampson is now fighting fit.”

Kinky Ghost Has People of Zanzibar Under His Spell
ZANZIBAR ISLAND, Africa - The people of Africa have a reason 
to fear the things that go bump (and grind) in the middle of the 
night. Rumor has it there is a sexually aggressive ghost that attacks 
people while they are asleep. The ghost goes by the name of Popo 
Bawa and people say he prefers to visit sleepers while they are in 
their own beds at home. Popo’s presence is said to be revealed by 
an acrid smell and a puff of smoke. Women, however, are less con­
cerned about this super-natural threat than the local men because 
this particular spirit has a preference for men, many of whom have 
reported being sodomized while they were asleep.

Bizarre Driving Test Answers
Driving School: Real answers received on exams given by the 
California Department of Transportation’s driving school:
Q: Do you yield when a blind pedestrian is crossing the road? 
A: What for? He can’t see my license plate.
Q: Who has the right of way when four cars approach a four-way 
stop at the same time?
A: The pick up truck with the gun rack and the bumper sticker say­
ing, “Guns don’t kill people. I do.”
Q: When driving through fog, what should you use?
A: Your car.
Q: What changes would occur in your lifestyle if you could no 
longer drive lawfully?
A: I would be forced to drive unlawfully.
Q: What is the difference between a flashing red traffic light and a 
flashing yellow traffic light?
A: The color.



Do Young Yemenis Prefer a Life of Adventures?
Nada Mansour

Yemen Times

All talk about life. Most realize the 
real value of it. But how many 
people could possible face the risk 

of death with a happy smile?
Yemen Times asked some young Yemenis 
how they evaluate life and how they see 
adventures, risk and actions, regarding to 
what they add to it? Results were resem­
bled in this mini-survey.

Fayz Ali Al-Hejazy, 18: “Nothing is 
more beautiful than waiting for the next 
day with enthusiasm and high spirit. 
Adventure, which to me is learning how 
to do things I have no previous experi­
ence in, makes me attentive and careful 
whenever and wherever I am. It excites 
the blood in my vains. It is also of joy for 
the spectators who are watching adven­
turers in their action. For example, I hope 
to go to the moon for two reasons: the 
first is to enjoy the scene of the earth from 
the outer space. The second is to take 
photos with astronauts.
In general, adventure needs a heart of 
steel and I guess I have it. So I will carry 
on this spirit at least until I reach 45, 
when I may think of living in peace.”

Ibtisam Saif Soaed, 18: “The normal, 
calm and peaceful life is too boring. In 
case of adding some adventures it became 
more meaningful. My work as a police­
woman makes me facing a lot of prob­
lems and threats. But it’s still an adven­
ture for me. Besides that, I like watching 
American films that contain actions and I 
enjoy watching cars, and motor races as 
well as bullfighting. I wish I could be one 
of those who drive those cars. That’s why 
I have chosen my work away from the 
dull routine.
I really hope to be the first Yemeni girl to 
one day fly to outer space and land on the 
moon.”

Akram Mohammed Al- 
Rajehy: “Even though 
adventure makes us discov­
er the secrets of life, the 
calm life is always better in 
the long run. I personally 
I ike to live my life peace-

fully and quietly full of love and happi-

Khalid Al-Baihasi, 21: 
“How boring it would be to 
live a life without dangers. 
Life is a mix of happiness 
and misery just to be bal­
anced and complete. When 
reasonable dangers and

problems hang together with happiness, 
we will get the real meaning of life. As 
much as I love to risk on traveling, varia­
tions and modifications, I get the chance 
to know more about the world I live in. 
but I hope to live in a calm and peaceful 
life, though,”

Na'eem AbuBaker Al- 
Najar, 21: “Because of the 
boredom of a life without 
adventures, I prefer an 
exciting adventurous life. 
That’s what makes me the 
most riotous boy in the 

family who brings all problems to them. I 
like to do things that are extraordinary 
even if that means breaking ancient cus­
toms and traditions. Furthermore, I may 
risk on trading with money in a project I 
have no previous experience in. I believe 
that life is a profit and a loss as well. And 
I guess if someone challenged me to eat a 
meal that I’Ve never eaten before, no mat­
ter how disgusting it may be, I will accept 
as I will take advantage of the stubborn 
personality I have.”

Nabeel Mohammed Al- 
Madhaji, 20: “There 
should be new events in life 
away from boring and 
monotony routine.
Enjoying life with its exit­
ing adventures gives it a 

good taste, I sometimes think ongoing to 
the moon if I have the chance to see the 
other dark half of the earth.
Moreover, I wish I could jump with the 
parachute from a very high altitude for 
the fascinating feeling of it.”

Khalid Abdullah Al- 
Aleemy: “I don’t agree 
with the opinion that life 
away from dangers makes it 
lose its beauty and makes it 
boring. Dangers may give 
life distinguished features

but most of those self-imposed dangers, 
or as you want to call it adventures, are 
considered as a rashness and a foolhardi­
ness.
The adventure I have done is joining the 
faculty of languages, department of 
French, when it was first established. 
Later I realized that it was not the right 
way for a good future. I hope that the 
coming days will help me overcome the 
situation I have put myself in.”

Adel Ahmed AlQadassy, 19: “All that 
could potentially be categorized as suici­
dal adventures, should not be considered 
adventures at all. It’s the desire of death 
and torture of oneself that make people 
act crazily by jumping from mountains 
and doing other strange stuff. Adventures 
must be reasonable and not life-risking. 
For example, adventures mean to me 
Courage and confidence not just the exhi­
bition of risking your life. For me, sur­
prise is an adventure that is without a cost 
and is always peaceful.”

Zaen Allah Al-Faiq, 23: “I 
can’t stand living today as 
yesterday as tomorrow. 
There always must be a 
change in my life. That’s 
why I like to live in an 
adventurous life. So, I 

should not be surprised if I lose money 
because of a risk I took as there is no 
profit without the possibility of loss. I 
may take the risk of driving faster than 
usual in the streets but that doesn’t justify 
killing people crossing the streets. I 
remember the only time I broke old tradi­
tions was when I refused the marriage 
imposed by my parents. Until this 
moment I’m still looking for the suitable 
wife for me.”

Hassan Yehya Al-Nemry, 
17: “I like taking adven­
tures that are full of excite­
ment and joy. I don't mind 
imitating others with their 
exiting physical sports. 
Adventures mean a lot to

me, but it must be away from harm 
against others. One of the adventures that 
I hope to make is going to the moon and 
jumping with a parachute from a plane. 
But I don’t think that I will risk climbing 
mountains. According to money, I will 
never risk with my money in projects that 
I have no experience in. I prefer studying 
such a project carefully.”

Samer Mansour Al- 
Shamiry, 18: “We can’t 
deny that adventure 
changes the direction of 
life, in a negative or posi­
tive way as well. I like 
adventures for the excite­

ment and joy they bring. But at the time, 
I keep my work organized and arranged 
carefully. I personally prefer office work 
because the future is based on it and I will 
never risk my future in working in an 
unreliable sector. I also like sports, but I 
don’t involve myself in dangerous sports. 
As a human being, I tend to never be sat­
isfied, get confused between risk and 
calmness, and start with one then tender 
to the other.”

Wadee’a Ahmed Al-Qadasy, 16: “I con­
sider adventures and dangers as two 
important elements in life as we can’t live 
without them. Furthermore, taking the 
risk and initiating new ideas are consid­
ered necessary for the cycle of life to con­
tinue. I’m not that crazy to risk on any­
thing, as I don’t put myself in situations 
that require me to do trade and deals in 
things I don’t have a complete idea about. 
I thought of watching circus shows but I 
never thought of joining the circus. I 
could try sky diving, but not from 
extremely high altitudes. I’d like enjoying 
a peaceful life but in my way.”

Haider Hassen Abbad, 23: 
“Dangers are expected by 
everyone, whether they like 
it or not. However, that 
doesn’t always give joy. On 
the contrary, we can realize 
the cost of facing dangers 

and problems and the cost of overcoming 
them.”

I love adventures just like others do, but I 
never throw myself carelessly in dangers 

as if I am committing suicide I’ve never 
tried climbing mountains or driving with 
very high speed. I’ve never even violated 
the our traditions because we seem to go 
along smoothly.”

Saif Qua’ed Al-Ammary, 
18: “Adventure is some­
thing comfortable for heart 
and, even when it includes 
dangers. The excitement I 
long for in my adventures 
make me put myself in 

risky situations regarding money, climb­
ing mountings, etc, I had many adven­
tures in the past and wish for me. I still 
remember when I jumped into the water 
without knowing how to swim and was 
about to drown. All of that was for the 
sake of adventure,”

Rabeesh Abdu Al- 
Mekhlafy. 16: “I never 
thought of risking my life. 
However, I do agree that 
one needs to have a reason­
able adventure of some 
sort. But I tend to be away 

from danger as long as it needs.
I prefer the calm life that religion has 
ordered us to live.”

Ahmed Al-Faqeeh, 19: 
“There’s a big difference 
between adventures and 
problems. Usually, life has 
needs a change and adven­
tures make it sweeter. There 
are hobbies that everyone 

practices according to their abilities. 
Those include playing the piano, and 
doing joyful things that do not require 
going through danger. Everyone should 
calculate the risk he she may face by 
committing certain acts he/she may think 
are “adventures.””

Wajdi Morshed Taber: “Adventures 
force people to think in a renewed way 
and enables them to develop new things 
and projects for each different period of 
life."

Do you prefer a life full 
of adventure?

60%

YES

40%

NO
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Ethiopian Abera Wins First 
Gold Medal in Athletic Worlds

EDMONTON, Canada, August 3 
(Xinhuanet) — Olympic champion 
Gezahegne Abera of Ethiopia outpaced 
his Kenyan rival Simon Biwott in the last 
200 meters to win the first gold medal at 
the eighth world athletics championships 
here Friday evening.
Abera, 23, clocked in his winning time of 
2:12:42, just one second ahead of Biwott 
who entered the Commonwealth Stadium 
first with a body's length.
Stefano Baldini of Italy was in a distant 
third place in 2:13: 18. Abera's compatri­
ot Tesfaye Tola finished fourth in 
2:13:58, and Japan's Shigeru Aburaya in 
fifth in 2:14:07.
Abera and Biwott paced abreast for the 
last kilometers, with Abera running 
closely against Biwott. Under the thun­

dering applause from the full-capacity 
audience at the Stadium, Abera overtook 
the lead in the second curve and sprinted 
ahead to cross the finish line first.
After 40 kilometers, six runners with two 
Ethiopians and one each from Italy, 
Kenya, Japan and Morocco, broke away 
from the 90- member field with merely 
five seconds distancing themselves for 
the first gold medal of the champi­
onships, to be held for the first time in 
North America.
Abdelfattah El Mouaziz of Morocco, 
who has the year's second best of 
2:07:11 on April 22, overtook the lead 
after 30 kilometers, and held an nine-sec­
ond advantage over a tri-member pack­
age of Gezajegme Abera of Ethiopia, 
Stefano Baldini of Italy and Simon 

Biwott of Kenya, after the 35-km mark in 
1:34:51.
Ronnie Holassie, national record holder 
of Trinidad and Tobago in 2:13:03, led 
the first 20 kilometers in 1:03:27 and sat 
out the rest of the course in 1:12:24.

The Morocco-born Khalid Khannouchi, 
who represented the United States for 
the first time in international meets, also 
took off his shoes and dropped out of the 
course after running for 1:23:06 over 
30kms.
Khannouchi who holds the world 
marathon best of 2:05:42.99 set up in 
Chicago 1999, moved to the United 
States in 1993 and became a US citizen 
on May 2 last year. He has an average of 
2:06:44 from his previous three 
marathons.
Some 1,800 athletes from 205 countries 

and regions are competing for the 46 
gold medals offered at the champi­
onships which run to August 12.

Iranian Robocop Team Denied 
Entrance to United States

TEHRAN, August 4 (Xinhuanet) — American officials 
have denied visas to a team of Iranian robocops (soccer 
playing robots) to attend the international contests of 
robocops in the United States, Tehran Times reported 
Saturday.
The team of Helli High School was denied visas on the 
ground that the team members were not old enough to 
participate in the contests, the English-language daily 
quoted Jafari, the principal of the school, as saying.
The Helli High School's team was the only school team 
to be accepted among all world university teams and the 
United States by denying them visas has barred Iranians 
from demonstrating their abilities in high level scientif­
ic arenas, Jafari said.
In another development, Iran's war-disabled track-and- 
field team said earlier this week that they would leave 
for the United States to take part in the grand prix tour­
nament if the United States waives fingerprinting on 
Iranian athletes. Iran and the United States have met, 
over the past years, in several sports events, such as 
wrestling and soccer, but strained political ties have put 
obstacles to further sports exchanges of the two coun­
tries.

2002 World Cup Poster 
Unveiled by FIFA

TOKYO, August 3 (Xinhuanet) 
— FIFA unveiled the official 
poster for 2002 soccer World 
Cup in Japan and South Korea 
on Friday - a soccer pitch 
designed by artists from both 
countries.
Sogen Hirano from Japan and 
South Korean Byun Choo Suk 
collaborated on the poster, 
which features classic calli­
graphic brushstrokes promi­
nent in eastern Asia.
The artists produced the design for the poster in June. 
The resulting picture was then scanned and colored to 
create an end product that will become one of the most 
recognizable symbols of the tournament through to the 
final in Yokohama, Japan on June 30 next year.
FIFA president Sepp Blatter called the design "undoubt­
edly stylish and elegant".
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How to Gain Money Online
Nasser Shabooti
Aden200@ayana.com

Home Business (Affiliates Programs)
How can you build a profitable business 
completely on the internet from your own 
home office?
If someone tries to answer this question, he 
will have many answers and one of these 
answers will be the affiliate programs 
(www.quickinfo247.com /2311400/HFB).

What are affiliates’ programs?
“Affiliates’ programs” means paying other 
websites for a defined product. This can be 
a percentage of the sale, a fixed amount 
per lead, a fee per visitor or a combination 
thereof. All you can do just referring peo­
ple to the gateway websites given to you to 
join these affiliates’ programs as you and 
get a commission per sale these joining 
people do. It is a to way earning commis­
sion.

What should you do with these pro­
grams?
When you join one of these programs you 
basically have on objective which is refer­
ring people to your gateway websites. For 
most promotions, all you doing is offering 
valuable free stuff that people can sign up 
for 24 hours a day! You are not asking for 
a commitment! You’re not asking people

to spend a penny! Just offer free 
stuff. That is all you have to do! 
The system of these programs 
will take care of almost every­
thing else.

What will you get?
As an affiliate, you’ll earn com­
missions on any sale made by 
people you have directly referred 
to these programs. This is a nice 
benefit (especially while you’re 
sitting at home) and this is how 
most of the thousands of affili­
ates programs on the Internet 
work.

What is the system of these programs?
These programs have system called 
power-line system. When you join as affil­
iate, you were placed in the current power­
line of the person who initially referred 
you to these programs. These power-lines 
are built in straight line, with each new 
affiliate automatically placed below the 
pervious affiliate, one after anther after 
another by these programs computer sys­
tem.
Each time a new affiliate joins your power­
line, your power-line and its ability to 
grow and create income for you are 
enhanced. Why? Not the illustration at the 
right, there are 8 become 25, who become

100, and so on. (Note: that 
you earn commission from 
all the new affiliate under a 
percentage of all the sales 
from every affiliate under 
you) so you will earn a per­
centage of all the sales from 
every affiliate in your 
power-line.
All you do when you join 
these programs is to invest 
2-10 hours a weak for a 
couple year and at the end 
of that time have turned it

into $3000-$10000 residual monthly 
income stream. So working after year 
wither you work them hours a day or two. 
And also if you left this planet the money 
will continue to provide for your spouse 
children or grandchildren.
At the end we can say: work at home 
online. Be our own boss in our own home 
business. Work when you want and where 
you want. Flexible hours. No dress cod. 
That is gift of the new technology. That is 
the future of working via internet.
More information he can be found at:
www.quickino247.com/2300400/HFB

You

Powerline con­
tinues to grow 
under you, 
one person 
after another

World’s Smallest Portable USB Hard Drive

H
ave you ever complained 
about the not being able to 
transfer large files to a PC or 
Mac without difficulty. If you ever did, 
then here is the ultimate solution. 
eBestShopper.com is now carrying the 

"Flash USB" drive - world's smallest. 
Hard Drive which allows you to put up 
to 1 GIG right in your pocket!
It's a hard drive with no moving parts 
with USB bus power.
The technologically advanced hard 
drive requires no cable, no battery, and 
no software. All Windows 98, 
Windows ME, Windows 2000, MAC 
OS 9.x drivers are provided with the

hard drive.
Interestingly, Flash USB is the only 
such device in the world that can cross 
platform from a PC computer to a 
MAC and vice versa with ease.
Initial price for the pocket-sized drive 
ranges from USD 44 for 16mb to 
around USD 1,000 for 1gb. For more 
information, go to ebestshopper.com.

What is Random Access 
Memory (RAM)?

Dr. Esam A. Tawfiq 
Dean of Eng. & 
Computer Sciences 
University of Applied 
& Social Sciences

n this article, we will under­
stand how RAM works. RAM 
stands for Random Access 
Memory because we can 
access its information by refer­

ring to its cell’s index address (row and 
column numbers). A memory chip is an 
integrated circuit, which is made of mil­
lions of transistors and capacitors, each 
representing a single bit of data. The 
capacitor holds the information bit (0 or 
1) and the transistor is used to identify 
the information and changes its state. 
The Dynamic Random Access Memory 
(DRAM) works by sending a charge 
through the suitable column to activate 
the cell. In the case of writing, the row 
lines should take on and in the case of 
reading the sense-amplifier determines 
the level of charge in the capacitor. Any 
capacitor in the integrated circuit is like 
a box that is able to store electrons. We 
can imagine that this box is filled when

(1) is stored in the memory cell, and 
when a (0) is stored, the box is emptied. 
The problem with the capacitor’s box is 
that it has a leak, in a few milliseconds 
a full box becomes empty. Therefore, 
for the dynamic memory to work, either 
the CPU or the memory controller need 
to come along and recharge all the 
capacitors holding 1 before they dis­
charge. To do this, the memory con­
troller reads the memory and then 
writes it right back. The Static Random 
Access Memory (SRAM) is another 
type of RAM, which works with a com­
pletely different technology. The 
SRAM has an advantage of being faster 
than DRAM because a form of flip-flop 
holds each bit. This means that static 
memory cells take much more space on 
a chip than dynamic memory cells, 
making them more expensive. The 
opposite of RAM is serial access mem­
ory (SAM). It stores data as a series of 
memory cells that can only be accessed 
sequentially. In SAM, each cell is 
checked until the data is found. This 
type of memory works very well for 
memory buffers, where data is stored in 
the order it will be used.

Aden200Vtfavana.com
http://www.quickinfo247.com
http://www.quickinfo247.com/2300400/HFB
eBestShopper.com
ebestshopper.com


Auckland. New
Zealand's leading destina­
tion is a vibrant South 

Pacific city situated between glis­
tening harbours, surrounded by 
lush forest and subtropical 
islands. Auckland, City of Sails, 
offers an incomparable lifestyle 
unique within New Zealand and to 
the world. Auckland is home to a 
population of more than 1 million 
people. Auckland represents the 
largest urban city in New Zealand 
and is recognised as having the 
largest concentration of 
Polynesian people in the world. 
As an evolving modern city, 
Auckland has undergone a renais­
sance - with an ever-changing 
skyline, a pulsating waterfront

and a new infusion of restaurants 
and bars, it has become a mecca 
for nightlife, buzzing with an 
atmosphere of fun and excite­
ment. With the tallest tower in the 
Southern Hemisphere, the largest 
factory-shopping complex in 
Australasia and futuristic family 
entertainment Auckland does it 
bigger and better than anywhere 
in New Zealand. The region is 
home to over 800 restaurants. 
Visitors can enjoy superb Pacific 
Rim cuisine, fresh seafood and 
quality wines in a range of dining 
options from trendy outdoor cafes 
and brasseries to award-winning 
restaurants. Auckland's eclectic 
mix of culture, theatre, art and 
fashion provides an array of cos­
mopolitan experiences. Be it live

classical music to slick jazz or the 
latest designer fashions and trendy 
boutique shops, Auckland can 
cater to a wide range of tastes and 
styles. This fabulous city's person­
ality is complemented by an 
extensive range of accommoda­
tion from superb 5 star luxury 
hotels to intimate Bed & 
Breakfasts, upmarket Lodge expe­
riences or stylish serviced 
Apartments, backpackers' hostels 
and motels. Auckland has an 
Incomparable Lifestyle. As a 
modern city surrounded by sub­
tropical islands, sparkling waters 
and lush native rainforest 
Auckland's unbelievable lifestyle 
has been voted amongst the best 
in the world. With 23 regional 
parks, 2 marine reserves, 100 km 
of coastline, more than 500km of 
walking and hiking tracks, and 
48 volcanic cones, Auckland 
provides a stunning backdrop for 
a myriad of activities and a vast 
recreational playground. In 
Auckland the wild outdoors are 
right alongside the wild indoors. 
One minute you're sampling 
sushi in a waterfront restaurant, 
the next you're slicing down the 
harbour in a yacht. Or you could 
mix art appreciation with forest 
hiking, wine tasting with beach 
walking. Auckland is surrounded 
by South Pacific Islands. 
Auckland lies across an 11km 
wide volcanic isthmus separating 
2 harbours - the Waitemata and 
Manukau - and is recognised as a 
water lovers' paradise with the 
largest boat ownership per capita 
in the world. Auckland's spectac­
ular Hauraki Gulf is a unique 
feature and offers visitors an 
abundance of wonderful experi­
ences and discoveries unique to 
New Zealand. More than 50 
South Pacific islands scatter the 
Hauraki Gulf including native 
bird sanctuaries, Pohutukawa 
covered and lava strewn inactive 
volcanoes, sunlit sandy islands, 
sea caves, vineyard covered 
islands and retreats with ferries 
that provide regular links for an 
idyllic island experience. Surf- 
washed beaches for arm in arm 
walks, picnic places overlooking 
the sea, wild forests for com-

muning with nature and sunny 
balconies on which to share a bot­
tle of wine. Auckland's romantic 
backdrop can offer you a wonder­
ful introduction or a memorable 
end to your stay in New Zealand. 
ATTRACTIONS. Did you know 
there are over 330 natural and 
man-made attractions in the 
Auckland region? Get in touch 
with nature and discover some of 
New Zealand's most famous flora 
and fauna in the misty Waitakere 
rainforest and heavily forested 
Hunua ranges. The Waitemata 
Harbour and Hauraki Gulf are 
two of Auckland's most impres­
sive natural attractions and being 
the watersport capital of New 
Zealand you'll find plenty of ways 
to explore them in the 'City of 
Sails'. Take a walk on the cultural 
side amongst our many museums. 
There's the War Memorial 
Museum - home to the largest col­
lection of Maori and Pacific arti­
facts in the world, the New 
Zealand National Maritime 
Museum and the Museum of 
Transport and Technology just to 
name a few. To view an impres­
sive collection of local and 
European art visit the Auckland 
City Art Gallery. And while in 
Auckland don't miss out on meet­
ing some of the world's most 
extraordinary inhabitants - like the 
local gannets at Muriwai Beach 
and the penguins at Kelly 
Tarlton's. If that's not cool enough, 
there's always the Auckland Zoo 
complete with lions, elephants, 
kiwis and New Zealand's own liv­
ing dinosaur - the Tuatara as well 
as the Zoo Rainforest. Experience 
360 degrees views of the city at 
the top of Auckland's Sky Tower - 
the tallest building in the Southern 
Hemisphere. For those seeking 
more adventurous attractions try 
the rollercoasters, go-carts and 
motion master at

Park, or get wild and wet 
at one of Auckland's water parks. 
And when the night falls make 
your way to the Stardom

for a fascinating 
show of stars and constellations, 
or enjoy excitement of a different 
kind at Sky City Casino. For 
entertainment of a futuristic kind,

enjoy a big screen film experience 
at Imax Auckland, part of the 
Force Entertainment Centre. Main 
Attractions are: Auckland City 
Art Gallery - home to the largest 
collection of New Zealand and 
international art. The Auckland 
City Art Gallery Toi o Tamaki has 
the largest and most comprehen­
sive collection of New Zealand 
and international art in the coun­
try. A public art museum located 
within two buildings, the main 
Gallery and the New Gallery, it 
exhibits works from its collec­
tions. Auckland Zoological Park 
- home to over 600 animals. Just 
minutes from the Central city, 
Auckland Zoo is home to over 
600 animals representing many 
continents in the world. Step into 
the magical world and explore this 
outstanding parkland. Watch the 
troops of monkeys at the 
McDonalds. Rainforest, enjoy the 
serenity of New Zealand Aviary, 
or experience the pridelands 
Savannah habitat of African 
giraffes, zebras, lions, rhinos, and 
springboks. Cafe and souvenir 
shops on premises. IMAX 
Auckland - the IMAX motion 
picture system is simply the best 
in the world experience the thrill 
of watching a 3D movie on a cin­
ema screen that is 7 storeys high! 
Rainbow's End - New Zealand's 
premier adventure playground 
with over 23 acres of rides, attrac­
tions and entertainment. Situated 
only 15 minutes from downtown 
Auckland, Rainbow’s End has 
something for everyone no matter 
what your age. Ride New 
Zealand's only corkscrew roller­
coaster or the log flume, pirate

ship, bumper boats, can-am cars, 
and much much more! Skycity 
and Skytower - New Zealand's 
most popular entertainment desti­
nation. Since opening in February 
1996, Skycity has become New 
Zealand's most popular entertain­
ment destination, 344 room hotel, 
conference centre, 700 seat live 
theatre, 3 gaming areas, 10 restau­
rants and bars, retail shop and the 
spectacular 328 metre Sky Tower, 
Skycity has something to offer 
every visitor to the 'City of Sails'. 
Stardome Planetarium at the 
Auckland Observatory. Enjoy 
spectacular shows about space 
and astronomy or book a session 
for telescope viewing and see the 
stars. Auckland War Memorial 
Museum. Visit the largest collec­
tion of Maori and Pacific arte­
facts. Located in the Auckland 
domain, with spectacular 
views of the city and har- 
bour.The collection of Maori 
Taonga (treasures) and Pacific 
artefacts are the most impor­
tant in New Zealand. A special 
attraction is the Scars on the 
Heart exhibition which details 
the story of New Zealanders at 
war through to present peace 
keeping. New Zealand 
National Maritime Museum - 
learn about New Zealand's 
sailing history. Auckland's #1 
on the water attraction at the 
entrance to the Viaduct Basin. 
The museum is an excellent 
place to learn about the history 
of the America's Cup and New 
Zealand's sailing history. 
World class Galleries, heritage 
harbour cruises, meet Salty 
Sam and other lively charac-

ters, Cafe & shop, Function 
opportunities.
Copyright: Tourism Auckland.
Useful Links:
http://www.aucklandnz.com/ 
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/ 
http://www.akcity.govt.nz/ 
Note from Correspondent: New 
Zealand is the leadingtourist desti­
nation for the South Pacific. It is 
also becoming a favourite locale 
for Hollywood TV series and 
movies (e.g. Xena - The Warrior 
Princess & Hercules). Russel 
Crowe, the current Best Actor was 
born in New Zealand.

ABDEL HAKIM 
ASHTBLIE 
Correspondent - ‘Travel

& Leisure’

NEWS BRIEFS

KLM - ROYAL DUTCH
AIRLINES (KL) has 

recently launched their 
'Summer Bonanza'. It is an 
extremely special deal in 
which you get a Roundtrip 
ticket to any KLM destination 
within Europe for the price of a 
One-Way fare. With this kind 
of deal KLM is charting the 
way for its eventual online 
return to Sana'a.

http://www.aucklandnz.com/
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/
http://www.akcity.govt.nz/
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Y.Net
New Advanced Homepage

Teleyemen, the sole internet provider 
in Yemen, has signed as agreement to 
develop its home page with CAT 
Computer Graphics, a leading compa­
ny in web designing and hosting. Eng. 
Mohammed Abdul-Qader,
Commercial Director of Teleyemen 
said,’’This step came according to the 
company’s interests in improving the 
available services via the internet that 
would meet the requirements of the 
visitors to our website.”moreover, he 
added that they will develop all the 
facilities and more and addresses to 
the linke list. The website will be 

introduced in both Arabic and English. 
On the other hand, Arch.Anwar 
Shalan, General Manager of CAT 
Computer Graphics, said that Ynet 
website is one of the important web­
sites that would be added t our 
achievement record.
We pay a special attention to this site 
by means of using up and advanced 
designing programs that would 
smoothly facilitate browsing the site. 
The visitor will be able to get his tar­
get in a pretty short time. It is worth 
mentioning that the new will be 
launched net September.

Y.Net


6 August, 2001



The winner of the EXOTIC ESCAPADE CONTEST for the month of July 2001 is 
Mr. MOHAMMED LUKMAN HAKIM BIN SALLEH, 
a 19 year-old who comes from Chendering, Trengganu. Mohammed Lukman Hakim 
arrived in Sana'a about 8 months ago and he is currently studying Arabic Language at 
the University of Science and Technology here in Sana’a. The news of his 1st prize 
win came as a total surprise since he only submitted 6 entry forms and never really 
expected to win. When approached, the young student expressed his desire to visit 
London sometime in January 2002.


