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GOVERNMENT IN CRISIS
The case related to S & Davis, International 
Incorporation and the Government of Yemen 
took a dangerous direction after the set period for 
a friendly settlement ended on August 13. 
Accordingly, the verdicts issued against Yemen 
will be lead to a redoubling of the penalties while 
the government of Bajammal is remaining deaf 
to this issue.
The cabinet previously discussed the case related 
to S & Davis Inc. 8 times in its weekly meetings 
without reaching an acceptable solution on this 
matter. This will result to further damages to the 
Government because of the delay.
Prime Minster Abdulqadir Bajammal recently 
referred the case to the Minister of Supply & 
Trade Mr. Abdulrahaman M. A. Othman and the 
Minister of Finance Mr. Alawi al-Sallami in 
order to take the necessary measures in the inter­
est of the Government of Yemen. As a conse­
quence of this unresolved issue, the US 
Government stopped its financial assistance to

Yemen which was totalling USD 39 million on a 
yearly basis.
Furthermore, President Saleh issued directives to 
prompt the case’s settlement in a way that does 
not financially damage the Yemeni Government. 
The former head of government, Abdulkarim al- 
Iryani, also issued similar directives asking for a 
rapid settlement of the case as Yemeni argumen­
tation in this case presented fatal weaknesses.
The case related to S & Davis Incorporation 
started in 1996 when the Yemeni government 
imported a 300000-ton shipment of wheat from 
S & Davis on behalf of the Government-owned 
the General Corporation for Foreign Trade & 
Grains and the Ministry of Supply & Trade 
which had an official authorization for this trans­
action. The payment term of the transaction was 
opposed by the mayor of the Central Bank of 
Yemen (CBY), Mr. Alawi al-Salami, based on 
the Bank legal consultant’s study, the transaction 
cost was exaggerated. Cont’d on P2

German Diplomat Hostage Confirmed 
to be in Mareb Governorate

Yemen Times learnt that the kidnapped 
German Embassy's Commercial Attache, 
Rainer Bems, is now confirmed to be held in 
lawless Mareb governorate. "He is hidden in a 
location that no one could ever imagine and 
no one could figure out," a source close to the 
kidnappers said. The kidnappers were earlier 
identified by tribal and official sources to 
belong to the Islamic Jihad fundamentalist 
movement. On Friday night August 17, A 
number of prominent sheikhs of Mareb start­
ed negotiating with two Jahm tribesmen sus­
pected to have assisted the Islamic Jihad 
members in their kidnapping operation. This 
has been made in an effort to locate the miss­
ing German diplomat and have him released. 
In addition, General Naji Al-Sufi, governor of 
Mareb, met with a number of Jahm sheikhs 
with the presence of the two members of Jahm 
Tribe, who conveyed the USD 1 million 
demanded by the kidnappers in exchange for 
the kidnapped German’s speedy release. 
Official sources revealed that Al-Sufi met 
with Mohamed Ali Al-Zaidi who is one of the 
two tribesmen who gave his assistance in the 
kidnapping operation. Al-Zaidi is the main 
person accused of assisting the kidnappers in 
their operation as he is also a member of the 
Islamic Jihad Movement.
Yet, an Islamic Jihad leading figure denied

that the Islamic Jihad as a whole was in any 
way involved in the incident. He declared, 
"Islamic Jihad is not officially declaring its 
responsibility of the kidnapping. However, we 
do not deny that members of Jihad may be 
involved in the kidnapping. But those simply 
do not represent our official stand as a move­
ment." Shoura Council Member Muhsin Ali 
Mua'ili and Bani Dhabian's Sheikh, Ahmed 
Obad Shuraif, along with Sheikh of Murad, 
Ali Qibli Nimrar and officials from the gover­
norate have all been continuing their media­
tions with the two tribesmen and the Sheikhs 
of Jahm. However, the tribe is openly denying 
direct involvement, but it says it knows where 
the kidnapped German is.
A Saturday morning meeting held in Mareb 
resulted in the decision to give a 1-week peri­
od for the Jahm tribe to come out with a solu­
tion to the crisis either by having the kid­
napped released, locating where he is, or iden­
tifying the kidnappers. "This 7-day period is 
considered a last chance for the Jahm tribe to 
come out with concrete positive action else 
the government will be not to blame for any 
action it takes," one of the mediating sheikhs 
told YT. On the other hand, there seems to 
have been false reports by some news agen­
cies that the kidnappers reduced their ransom 
amount to USD 30,000. Cont’d on P2

Mahater Mohammed 
Concluded Visit to Yemen

The Malaysian Prime Minister, Mahater Mohammed, 
concluded last Saturday a four-day trip to Yemen dur­
ing which he met several high ranking officials 
including president Ali Abdullah Saleh. He also visit­
ed Aden and Mukalla and discussed the possibility of 
Malaysian investment in the Aden Free Zone. In a 
press conference held last Saturday, Malaysian Prime 
Minister confirmed that Malaysian investment in 
Yemen, mainly in the Aden Free Zone, would signifi­
cantly increase.
He said Malaysian investors would build re-manufac- 
turing plants in Aden which will be used as an export 
launch pad to the populous African region. He added 
that he conducted fruitful talks with Yemeni officials, 
focusing on enhancing economic and trade coopera­
tion between Yemen and Malaysia. Discussions about 
oil manufacturing and the possibility of constructing 
an oil refinery in Aden were also held.
Mahater described Malaysia’s development and trans­
formation into a strong economy exporting 80% of its 
products. According to him, the attractive legislation 
towards foreign investment is the key reason behind 
Malaysia's prosperity and he welcomed cooperation 
with any Islamic country which could benefit from the 
Malaysian experience. The Yemeni and Malaysian 
authorities signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
to establish a ministerial committee to deepen bilater­
al economic and trade cooperation and an agreement 
to cooperate in the field of personnel administration. 
On his side, President Saleh made a call for enhancing 
Malaysian investment in Aden.

General Franks Concludes Visit
The Commander of US Forces 
in the Gulf, General Tommy 
Franks, left Yemen last 
Wednesday after holding talks 
with President Saleh about 
American and Yemeni military 
cooperation. However, there has 
been no confirmation of what kind of military 
cooperation both men were contemplating.
A press release by the US Embassy in Sana'a said 
Yemen's good cooperation in issues of mutual 
interest had helped boost the dialogue between the 
US and Yemen.

Legal Case Filed against Government
The National Committee for supporting the 
Islamic and Arab issues filed a suit against the 
government in an attempt to ban Israeli com­
mercial goods into the Yemeni markets. Some 
sources said that Jews living in Palestine have 
no right to enter Yemen even with a valid 
passport. The General Secretary of the com­
mittee, Saeed Alareeki, handed over the suit to 
the Head of the Court, Mansour al-Argali. The

case provides evidence on the crimes commit­
ted against the defenseless Palestinians and 
the number of Israeli products flooding the 
country’s markets. It also highlighted that 
some new products, such as insecticides, 
killed tens of people in the Hajja governorate. 
The legal case urges the government to stop 
importing any Israeli products and to punish 
those who do not do so.

25 Killed & 130 Injured 
in Tribal Clashes

Sheikhs belonging to the Wadeah tribe 
appealed to the President of the Republic to 
mediate between the Wadeah and Al-Oseimat 
tribes. Sources said that around 120 were 
killed and 130 were seriously injured after 
serious clashes between both tribes are report­
ed to have used different types of light and 
heavy weaponry, such as machine guns and

portable missiles. Attempts by the House 
Speaker, Shiekh Abdullah Bin Hussien, 
together with Shiekh Abdulmajeed al-Zandani 
and Shiekh Omar Ahmad Saif have been 
made to settle the dispute between the two 
sides. Unfortunately, they have hit a dead end. 
The source also said that the govern­
ment has not so far taken action to stop 
the blood-shed there and added that 
both tribes have been supported and 
financed by the government.
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Words of Wisdom
“Here in Yemen, we can see daily violations of all 
the major laws, and yet nothing happens. Why? 
Because the institutions responsible for control, 
audit, and supervision are paralyzed or non-exis­
tent. The over-riding dominance of the executive 
branch of authority makes a mockery of democra­
cy we speak of. ”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
Only if Al-Razigi Stops the Sheikh

I
would like to share with our readers in this column one of 
the recent experiences I have had in our capital Sanaa. I 
believe that at the end of this column, many would feel that 

____ they also went through such an experience.
I was having lunch in one of the restaurants in Hadda street when 
suddenly around 5 armed tribesmen came into the restaurant. 
They were in filthy tribal customs holding their automatic rifles 
looking right and left for an appropriate table to keep an eye on 
their vehicle which was without a plate and was parked so close 
to the restaurant almost closing its entrance. Those were the 
guards of a prominent sheikh who seemed to be visiting someone 
in the neighborhood.
The first impression I had was that there may be some sort of mil­
itary confrontation in the area. But later I realized that they were 
just doing their day-to-day duties and there was nothing to worry 
about.
I went to the restaurant owner asking, “What the hell is going on? 
Why are those men here?” He instantly replied that they were 
only there to have lunch. “This is a scene that disturbs many of 
our clients, especially tourists. But I just cannot prevent them 
from coming in. They are too powerful.” he said.
I went outside the restaurant to notify the traffic policeman about 
the car without a plate that was parking next to the restaurant. I 
had many times seen traffic policemen chase plateless cars and 
take them to the traffic authorities. I thought the traffic policeman 
didn’t see the car, but later I realized I was wrong. He did see the 
car.
“Excuse me, does capturing plateless cars fall as one of the duties 
of the traffic police?” I asked.
The traffic policeman replied, “Yes of course.” Then with com­
fort I pointed at the car and said, “OK, then please check that car 
out. It is without a plate.” He looked at me with embarrassment 
and said, “I am sorry to tell you that I cannot do so. This car 
belongs to a powerful individual and I cannot come against him. 
He may be an outlaw, but I simply cannot risk my life.” He went 
on by saying that, “Many of our colleagues were killed because 
they attempted to stop those violators from breaking the law. We 
do not have a strong state support to have law implemented.” 
I felt a mixture of frustration, shock, and agony when listening to 
his words. I then asked him of his name and he replied, “Al- 
Razigi. Please don’t ask me about my complete name as I can 
sense that I would get into trouble.” I comforted him and said that 
I understand why he cannot seize the car and concluded by ask­
ing, “Don’t you feel that you are doing injustice to the regular 
average citizens driving a car without a plate when you humiliate 
them and take their car to the authorities, while at the same time 
you let those tribesman wander in the city without any restric­
tions?” All he did is look down to the floor and walk away.
In brief, the experience that I had that day reminded me with the 
words of the founder of Yemen Times, Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf 
who once said, “Yemen cannot progress unless law and order 
prevails. Law and order cannot prevail unless there is political 
commitment.”
Successive governments come and go yet we seem to be missing 
the point. We are ignoring the fact that without strict law enforce­
ment on all -and I do mean all- citizens of the country, Yemen 
cannot develop.
Why are we trying to fool ourselves by diverting our attention to 
other less significant issues? We should focus on what is impor­
tant and that is law enforcement on the ground. We need to secure 
a country in which the weak and the powerful would be treated 
equally. We need to realize that progress cannot come as long as 
the weak and poor are oppressed and the strong and rich are 
cheered. This cannot happen unless there is political will from the 
leadership of the country. It would be a wonderful thing to have 
the president himself go to this Al-Razigi and make sure he seizes 
the sheikh’s car with the power of law. The sheikh wouldn’t retal­
iate when he sees that the president is against his actions.
Mr. President,
You need to stand by Al-Razigi to have him enforce the law. 
Don’t let the outlaws defeat him. Don’t let outlaws think they are 
above the law.
Mr. President,
Please realize that Yemen cannot and will not progress until Al- 
Razigi and others like him can one day stop the sheikh from vio­
lating the law. He must stop all who think are stronger than the 
government and powerful enough to break any stated law.
I know it is in your hands to do so, and if you intend to, we prom­
ise that we will all stand by you in every step you take..
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Conflict in Government’s Stand 
Regarding WTO Conference

A noticeable conflict of opinions emerged lately 
between members of the Yemeni government cab­
inet last week regarding Yemen's participation in 
the upcoming 2001 World Trade Organization 
(WTO) conference to be held in Al-Dawha, Qatar 
next November.
Several government officials confirmed their com­
mitment last week to have Yemen boycott the con­
ference if Israel takes part. But some official 
sources again said that Yemen would indeed par­
ticipate in the event. An official source said that the 
government decided to make a face in the confer­
ence because of the significance of this participa­
tion as Yemen is a monitor member in this minis­
terial conference of the WTO. Some members of 
the Cabinet didn't bless the decision of attending 
the conference, hence raising the possibility of a 
partial boycott of the event.
Interestingly however, this decision of the cabinet 
has not been broadcasted through official media. It 
is expected that Yemen;s participation will break 
hell loose and invite trouble to the government as 
the opposition and tribal wing in the PGC will 
make a big issue out of it.

President Calls on Washington to 
Stop Violence in Palestine

During discussions with General Tommy Franks, 
Commander of the US forces in the Gulf, President 
Saleh called on Washington to bring an end to the 
Israeli violence against the Palestinians. He said 
that the Palestinians' uprising (Intifada) is legiti­
mate and that it was their means to obtain an end 
to the Israeli occupation. Discussions were also 
said to focus on the US Yemeni military coopera­
tion.
Frank arrived in Yemen last Wednesday on a short 
visit that lasted for a few hours.

Amro Mousa arrives 
in Sana'a Today

Secretary General of the Arab League Amro 
Mousa is expected today, Monday August 20 in 
Sana'a on an official visit to inform President Saleh 
of the latest developments in the Arab occupied 
territories. It is also expected that the two men will 
be discussing new mechanisms for a more firm 
stances towards regional and intentional issues.

US Embassy Supports Renovation 
of the HCRS’s Building

The US Embassy in Sana’a contributed to the ren­
ovation of the Handicapped Care & Rehabilitation 
Society (HCRS). In a press statement Barbara 
Bodine, the US Ambassador to Yemen, noted that 
these activities will further enhance US-Yemeni 
relations.

Seminar on Import from 
Non-countries of Origin

Consumers Protection Society will organize on 15- 
17 September, 2001 a seminar on import from the 
non-countries of origin. The seminar aims at creat­
ing a database on the impacts resulting from 
exporting from the non-countries of origin which 
will be used for conducting scientific research and

studies. The seminar also aims at highlighting this 
problem affecting the business community and the 
different social groups.

Japan Supports Renovation 
of One Samsarah in old Sana’a

The Government of Japan has decided to extend a 
grant aid amounting up to USS 40.800 to Amer & 
Uqbi Charitable Association for the implementation 
of a humanitarian and environment project in Old 
Sana’a, under the scheme called the “ Grant 
Assistance for Grassroots Project”. This grant is to 
cover the costs for the renovation of an old Samsara 
in Sana’a Old City that accommodates workers 
involved in garbage collection in order to improve 
their living conditions.
The agreement was signed on August 15, 2001 at 
the Embassy of Japan in Sana’a by the Ambassador 
of Japan to Yemen Mr. Masamitsu Oki and Mr. 
Masoud Hasan al-Kulaib Manger of Amer & Uqbi 
Charitable Association ( Samsara Project).
It is worth mentioning that the above-mentioned 
scheme of Japan’s Grant Assistance aims at sup­
porting small-scale community-based projects in 
basic human need such as primary health care, 
basic education and public welfare in developing 
countries.

Taiz College of Law 
Graduates 1st Batch

Taiz University, College of Law celebrated last 
Thursday at the Cultural Center the graduation of 
the first batch of law students. The batch, which 
was given the name of the late dean of the college, 
Abbas Al-Juneid, comprises more than 150 gradu­
ates, among whom 27 are women.
The event was attended by Taiz Security Director, 
University Rector, College Dean Mr. Mohammed 
M. Al-Dorrah, representative of the Bar Syndicate 
in Taiz, Director of Al-Thawrah Hospital, 
Chairman of the Criminal Department and a good 
number of representatives of other departments.

Sudanese Opposition’s 
Member in Detention

Mr. Awadh Hassan, a member of the Sudanese 
National Democratic Alliance (SNDA) has been 
detained by the Passport & Immigration Authority. 
In a letter of which the Yemen Times obtained a 
copy, SNDA calls all the international organiza­
tions concerned with human rights and the local 
bodies related to the case to promptly act to safe­
guard the release of Awadh.

NBY Publishes the First
Interim Statement in Yemen

The National Bank of Yemen (NBY) presented the 
first interim statement of the bank for the previous 
six months (June 30, 2001) in addition to the audi­
tors report of the bank.
“The Board of Directors of the National Bank of 
Yemen has adopted a transparent policy support­
ing the government’s reform program” Chairman 
of the NBY stated. Similarly, it has followed the 
international standards for revealing the interim 
statement and the other operations of the bank. 
Yemen Times publishes the interim in this week’s 
issue.

Continued from P1:
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The company’s agent in Yemen, Mr. Mohammed 
Ahmed Saeed, told Yemen Times that S & Davis 
had tried to settle the case friendly before resort­
ing to arbitration. However, after failing to settle 
the case by friendly avenues, the company used 
Paragraph No. 10 of the arbitration agreement 
signed by the two parties to refer to the London­
based GAFTA in an effort to settle the dispute. 
Paragraph No. 10 stipulates that in case of any 
dispute unless it is settled in a friendly manner 
the case has to be referred to the London-based 
GAFTA.
Furthermore, Mr. M. Ahmed Saeed indicated that 
“ the lawyers and representatives of the company 
have arrived in Sana’a and held a first meeting 
with the Prime Minister and the Minister of 
Trade. In the following day, the corporation had 
been surprised to be informed that the ministers 
assuming the responsibility of settling the case 
had traveled abroad, completely neglecting the 
issue. The officials and lawyers of S & Davis left 
Yemen without achieving any success.”
Sources at S & Davis, International Inc. told 
Yemen Times that the company would be forced 
to execute the ruling and confiscate any property 
belonging to the Government of Yemen even if 
being the Yemeni Embassy in Washington. So, 
this will further complicate the matter and put 
Yemen in a very embarrassing situation. It should 
be reminded that the Yemeni Government only 
has to purchase another 450 tons of wheat at 
international market prices to comply with the
friendly settlement of the case proposed by S & 
Davis Inc.

German Diplomat Hostage Confirmed 
to be in Mareb Governorate

According to YT Mareb correspondent, just 
yesterday, the kidnappers confirmed and recon­
firmed their demand of no less than USD 1 mil­
lion. The kidnapping group consisted of sever­
al Islamic Jihad members along with two

tribesmen from the tribe of Jahm in Mareb.
The vehicle's use and kidnapping plan were coor­
dinated between the tribesmen and some promi­
nent figures of Islamic Jihad.
"There are certain demands that have not yet been 
revealed besides the USD 1 million ransom. The 
Islamic Jihad seems to be determined to pressure 
the government to release imprisoned Islamic 
militants possibly suspected of their involvement 
in various incidents." a tribal figure told YT on 
condition of anonymity.
The Jahm tribe's members insisted on that their 
demand of a ransom of USD 1 million must be 
met before they could negotiate the diplomat's 
release. However, they also stated that the ransom 
will also be used to carry out similar kidnappings 
to achieve additional releases of Islamic Jihad 
members.
Interestingly, the kidnappers have been carrying 
out their operations using highly-sophisticated 
mobile phones connected to satellites.
"The way the incident occurred along with the 
preciseness and efficiency of the operation 
reveals that the incident was simply too sophisti­
cated to be carried out by normal tribesmen," a 
security official said.
Bems was abducted on July 27 by unidentified 
men from his car in the diplomatic quarter of 
Sanaa on 60-meter Street as he was coming from 
the airport with his wife.
Last Saturday, the former ambassador of 
Germany to Yemen and the present Ambassador 
met with President Saleh who promised a quick 
release of the kidnapped diplomat.

First Edition of
Al-Musnad Published

The State Authority for Antiquities has recently 
published the first issue of “aL-Musnad” quar­
terly journal of antiquities history and cultural 
heritage of Yemen.
The journal contains a variety of topics on antiq­
uities and archeological sites in Yemen support­
ed with spectacular photos in addition to studies 
and reports on Yemeni antiquities, museums and 
manuscripts.

Farewell Mehta, Welcome Khosla
The moment has final­
ly arrived for all of us 
at Taj Sheba, a 
moment we never 
wished for all these 
days, we bid farewell 
to our dear General
Manager Mr. Mayank Mehta. ‘Mike’ 
as he was more popularly called by 
one and all, arrived in Sana’a and saw 
through one of the toughest periods 
faced by Taj Sheba and the tourism 
industry.
It all began in the winter of 1998. 
Since then he has never looked back 
and lent all the experience he had gath­
ered working with India's premier and 
largest chain of hotels: the Taj Group. 
He has selflessly driven Taj Sheba to 
its current status of leadership in the

hospitality industry in 
Yemen. This feat was­
n’t achieved overnight 
but by sheer determina­
tion, unchallenged PR 
skills and the develop­
ment of world class

standards of service.
His vision to ensure that we are market 
leaders has been achieved undisputed- 
ly and the platform is set for Mr. Rohit 
Khosla who takes over the leadership 
reins of Taj Sheba.
With his rich and refined experience 
with international chains and with 
India’s premier and largest chain of 
Hotels, Resorts, and Palaces, the Taj 
Group, we are sure he will take Taj 
Sheba to greater heights and be known 
to dazzle and delight its guests.

Registration Going On, Nursery to Grade 12

Sana’a Turkish School
Promising a different Approach 

Student Centered, Interactive Education, 
Avoiding memorisation.

With it’s new fully equipped 
Physics, Chemistry & Biology Labs, 

Networked & upgraded Computer Lab, 
Internet connected, computerised Multimedia Class & Library, 

& Qualified international Staff

Always One Step Ahead
STS follows the Cambridge University Syllabus for O and A levels 

& The Yemeni Curriculum in Arabic Subjects

For more information: visit our Web Site at 
www.y.net.ye/sts 

call 412128, 412129 
visit our Premises on 60 m road near UN

Galileo Yemen:
Committed to providing 

pioneering secured 
reservation system within 48 

hours for all travel agents 
through the Internet.

For more details, 
please call us on 967 1 264732/3 or 240700

yementimes.com
http://www.yementimes.com
mailto:ytaden@y.net.ye
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Abdulhamid Tarbush to Yemen Times:

“The Forum Includes all Arab Political Forces”

T
he establishment of the 
Arab Revolutionary and 
Democratic Forum, 
formed in the eighties, 
raised controversy not 

only in Yemen but also in the other 
Arab states.
Many Arab countries, including 
Yemen, had reservations on the forma­
tion of this forum which used to 
include the different political trends 
present in the Arab world.
The forum’s aim was to formulate an 
independent Arab project encompass­
ing dimensions such as emancipation, 
democracy and humanity. The main 
facet behind the the forum creation was 
pan-Arabism, but most of the Arab 
regimes were suspicious about its for­
mation.
Regarding the agreements, disagree­
ments, and the pan-Arab emancipatory 
terms, Mohammed bin Sallam of 
Yemen Times conducted the following 
interview with Abdulhamid Tarbush, a 
member of the General Secretariat of 
the Arab Democratic & Revolutionary 
Dialogue Forum:

Q: What is the Arab Democratic & 
Revolutionary Forum?
A: Many ideologies emerged during 
the eighties and were accompanied by 
many international events. These 
events, particularly the collapse of the 
Socialist block and Soviet Union, had a 
huge effect on the Arab world. Since 
then, the emergence of the notorious

notion of globalization, which is 
aimed at dominating the poor and 
the undeveloped nations all over 
the world, also has had an impact 
on the region. Moreover, the new 
world order led by the US has just 
been another form of hegemony 
against the third world countries. 
Consequently, many Arab intellec­
tuals raised their concern the posi­
tion of the Arab world among these 
massive international forces. As a 
response, a historical initiative was 
made by the Libyan Leader 
Moa’mar Qathafi who called all 
the political, intellectual and popu­
lar movements in the Arab world 
for dialogue as a first step to find 
address these concerns.
The revolutionary committees, set 
up by the Libyan leader, assumed 
the responsibility of supervising 
the dialogues which resulted in a 
common agreement engulfing all 
Arab political trends. This decision 
led to the actual start of the forum in 
March 1990 and the organization of 
conference with attendants from all the 
Arab political and intellectual forces, 
organizations and parties representing 
Islamic, national and Marxist trends. 
The conference resulted in the 
approval of the literature and the 
forum’s program. A coordination and a 
follow-up committee was also created 
and given the responsibility of organiz­
ing and coordinating the dialogue.

Q: What are the achievements of the 
forum in previous years?
A: The forum’s achievements are 
numerous and can be outlined as fol­
lows:
The forum has succeeded to establish 
friendly and working relations between 
the various trends in the Arab world 
despite their ideological differences. 
Moreover, the forum has been success­
ful in creating a common view that rep­
resents all the political and intellectual 
forces involved. The issues of pan­
Arab unity and social and economic 
justice for all Arabs have also been 
highlighted brought up by the forum. 
Yet, the forum’s most precious 
achievement has been the successful 
adoption of a common agenda shared 
by all Arab popular forces.
However, the forum had been subject­
ed to different obstacles and hassles set 
by the oppressive Arab regimes. 
However, with more persistence and 
resolution, we will be able to overcome 
these difficulties and move on.

Q; How do you evaluate Yemeni role 
in the forum?
A: His role was very important, spe­
cially at the first and the second stages 
of the establishment of the forum, but, 
frankly speaking, his role has been less 
active since then. One of the reasons is 
the weakness of internal coordination 
among that different forces and parties. 
A local conference is nevertheless to be 
held soon during which a national 
coordination and follow-up committee 
will be elected.

Q: What about coordination with 
official bodies?
A: There is no coordination with offi­
cial bodies as all the forum’s activities 
do not involve any official entity. 
However, some of the ruling parties 
can have access to the forum, particu­
larly if they have approved the pro­
gram of the forum. The People’s

General Congress in Yemen, as 
one of the founding members of 
the forum, can access the forum.

Q: What about the future vision 
of the forum?
A: The future vision of the forum 
and its activities will be shaped by 
the challenges of the upcoming 
period.

Q: How do you evaluate cooper­
ation among the Arab states?
A: The size of cooperation among 
the Arab states has been so far so 
limited and sometimes inexistent. 
I call all the Arab states through 
the Yemen Times to act promptly 
in order to achieve deeper cooper­
ation, particularly regarding the 
Arab common market.

Q: Do you think that terms like 
Pan-Arab nationality and unity 
are still alive?

A: Actually, the on-going events in the 
international arena dictate any nation 
to protect its identity and specificities 
against the so-called globalization 
which aims at assimilating the different 
nationalities in a single globalized 
identity. We. the Arabs, have our own 
distinctive religious and cultural identi­
ty which cannot be sacrificed for the 
sake of globalization. Moreover, the 
rejection of the notion of globalization 
by so many countries is a proof that 
they are unwilling to relinquish their 
identities. Some people termed the 
pan-Arab nationality as an old-fashion 
concept. This shows their defeatism 
and how they are easily misled by the 
Western imperialist philosophy. The 
pan-Arab nationality will survive with 
its human content in an effort to carry 
out its liberal role besides the other 
world nations.

Q: Since your forum is not only rev­
olutionary but also democratic....

How can you reconcile these two 
opposite concepts?
A: The political revolutionary concept 
has taken a different dimension since it 
no longer depends on upheavals. 
Moreover, revolutions have to come 
from the entire population and not 
from a specific group. The late Arab 
leader Jamal Abdulnassir was correct 
when he defined revolution as the his­
toric revolutionary movement to 
change the situation from status quo to 
the aspired one. Furthermore, revolu­
tions are not adventures but an 
approach to improve the society’s con­
dition. As for democracy, it is a politi­

cal system adopted by the regime.

Q: How do you evaluate the demo­
cratic situation in Yemen?
A: Going through the different stages 
of human history, I do not think that a 
real and ideal democracy has been yet 
found If we look closer to the demo­
cratic situation in Yemen, democracy is 
not more than a publicized notion even 
though it is not more than publicizing 
for one has to admit the prevalence of a 
relative democratic atmosphere in 
Yemen. The existence of different 
political parties in the Yemeni arena is 
also another proof of that.

VACANCY
The Newly Established “The Foundation for the Protection of Antiquities 
& Cultural Heritage" is looking for an executive secretary who can handle 
running an office. She should meet the following:
• Speaks fluent English.
• Has good experience in office administration.
• Has wide knowledge in computer and Internet applications.
• Has the ability to communicate with local and international organizations 

working in Sana’a.
If interested Please contact:
The Executive Director at: 215846 or 71104054
Address:
Apt. # 1, Third floor, Eastern Tower.
Sana’a Trade Center. Algeria Street. Sana’a.

To Protected & Secure Building

Al-Hadi For Waterproofing & Thermal Insulation 
We Do :

Distribute Products For Many Companies Like 
Bitumat Co. (Iso 9002) 

Roofing Consoliding & Contracting 
Concrete Maintenance & Repairing 

Also, The Sole Agent For Techno Pipe System

Tel: 254133, Fax: 223821, Mobil: 7912221, P.O. Box 1424- Sana’a

Limited Offer for 
English-native Speakers

A PROOF-READER part-time job 
available for an initial monthly salary of

YR 60,000
APPLICANT MUST:
* Be an English-native speaker. Non-English native speak­
ers

with excpeptionally superb English command may also 
be

considered
* Have an excellent command of English language
* Be computer-literate
* Willing to work on
* Preferably be with experience in proof reading
* Preferably be with experience in editing English articles
and reports

Applicants should contact us by calling on mobile 7909694

or send a fax with their complete information to 268276
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Tragedy of The Yemeni Politicians Post 1994

F
arouque Hammoud Alsheikh 
Abdullah Al-Hakeemi, 54 
years old. A farther to three 
daughters. He assumed the 
following positions: 

Manager of the News Desk at Aden TV. 
Deputy Manager of the Development 
and Information office at the African 
and Asian Nations Solidarity 
Organization in Cyprus, the plenipoten­
tiary minister and charge d’ affairs of 
the People’s Democratic Republic in 
Cyprus, consultant of the former 
Secretary General of the YSP and 
Deputy Minister of Information, 
Culture and Tourism in Aden till the day 
of unity, after unity Vice Minister of 
culture and tourism in Yemen Republic 
up to summer of 1994 which marked his 
turning point.
His grandfather is the well-known 
Yemeni Sheik Abdullah Ali Alhakeemi, 
the first Yemeni herald who called for 
the education of women in Yemen, and 
one of the prominent liberal leaders 
who spent most of his wealth to build 
his nation.
The Civil War, which leaders of the 
Yemeni Socialist Party have been 
accused of igniting, erupted in Yemen 
by the end of July 1994. It left the most 
heartbreaking tragedies not only for the 
families of the victims who sacrificed 
their souls to defend a nation for others 
to enjoy with its benefactions, but also 
the lives of the survived politicians, 
especially from the South part of 
Yemen, has turned gloomy. Both those 
participating with the separatists and 
those who were helpless were the vic­
tims of the most hated war.

Q: Would you mind talking about the 
wide section of the people who have 
been suspended from their work at 
the public sectors under the political 
motto which reads "Just stay at 
Home?" What are the reasons behind 
detaining them?! Are they politics? 
What kind of negative social and psy­
chological consequences have such 
irrational practices left on the help­
less citizens? What solutions do you 
suggest to end the grievances of these 
people who are Yemenis after all?
A: First of all I want to assure you that 
the new political motto which reads 
"Just stay at Home," adopted after the 
victory against the separatists, did not 
one hundred percent apply to me, for I 
have spent the last 7 years post the civil 

war running after the senior officials 
from one authority to the other one, 
demanding my rights as an ordinary 
Yemeni citizen and as a human being. I 
have never asked them for more than 
providing me a job to provide my fami­
ly with the minimum necessities which 
could hardly sustain our life. I have 
exerted endless efforts to let those in 
power understand that I am not oppos­
ing their regime, and I used to avoid 
speaking about the role I have played to 
achieve the unity of Yemen because I 
have never expected to be rewarded on 
my nationality a thing that I should be 
proud of until I meet my doom. I will 
never ever change my ethics and morals 
to please others. I believe that I have a 
right and I should struggle to gain it, 
which is also part of my national duty. 
After all, I am a Yemeni citizen and no 
one has the right to deny this or to 
deform the heroic battles we have gone 
through to unite our beloved nation. 
After crossing long distances searching 
for a phantom my health declined, 
because in addition to my former heart 
disease 1 suffered from rheumatism. 
Within the last seven years my health 
has moved from bad to worse. I reached 
the climax with angina pectoris which 
almost was ending my life. When the 
news reached his excellency, the 
President of the Republic Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, he generously made instructions 
to the government to supply me the sum 
of YR. 300.000 and tickets to receive 
treatment abroad. The heavy debts and 
burdens which dominated my life hin­
dered my traveling abroad for treatment 
and I preferred to allocate the money I 
had to cover the costs of my daughters’ 
education. You know they are the 
granddaughters of the late well-known 
Sheik Abdullah Ali Al-Hakimi, the first 
herald for the education of women in 
Yemen and one of the prominent liberal 
leaders. He sacrificed his life and 
wealth for the sake of the nation's free­
dom. progress and justice. He never 
paid attention to the great wealth he was 
spending to build a well- developed 
nation. As a matter of fact I have been 
dreaming of enrolling my daughters at a 
private school, seeking to provide for 
them better education than what is 
available at the public schools, but it 
was just a dream and nothing more than 
a dream. The separatist leaders who fled 
out of the country with huge amounts of 
money never paid me a penny nor did 

the pay any detained politicians who are 
still living in hell post the 1994 war, 
who have been accused with false 
crimes just to confiscate their rights as 
nationals and bury their heroic achieve­
ments under the soil. Let me take the 
opportunity to appeal to our president 
who is known by his tolerance, nobility, 
generosity and responsibility as the 
leader of the nation, to pay more con­
sideration to our case and to solve it in 
a way not harming the national interest 
and unity. I want to inform that most of 
the qualifications urgently required by 
the nation to achieve a sort of develop­
ment are left behind the curtains.
Regarding the reasons resulting in the 
detention of the Yemenis who are high­
ly qualified in different fields after the 
1994 catastrophe, 1 want to address the 
question to the officials here. Is it 
rational to exercise such a practice 
against humanity?! 1 do not think so, 
especially under the umbrella of his 
wisdom, the President of the Republic 
Ali Abdullah Saleh.

Q: What solutions do you suggest to 
end the gloom of these helpless peo­
ple?
A: The nation is in urgent need for all 
the highly qualified people to make the 
development process a real success. 
Yemen is rich with its natural resources 
which could provide for all the Yemenis 
if it were distributed fairly, conducted 
with good administration, and hatred 
were placed with mercy. The only goal 
we should work towards is to gain is a 
strong nation to preserve its unity. We 
should cross the barriers to make our 
dreams a reality .

Q: What are your visions about the 
future? Are you optimistic that the 
future of Yemen would be better?

A: Frankly speaking, even looking from 
behind the frame of medical eye glass­
es, I cannot have a transparent glimpse 
at our future and this is what is increas­
ing my worries. I do trust the Yemeni 
people who are known for their endless 
patience, continuous struggling and 
their love of work. The history proved 
that after depression the Yemenis are 
making miracles.

Q: Do you have political visions 
which might guarantee more social 
and political stability in Yemen to 
enhance its unity the land and peo­
ple?
A: I do not want to speak about politics 
anymore, and I do not claim to have 
visions which suggest solutions. This is 
the office of high dignitaries and big 
politicians. As any citizen I believe that 
the most transparent problems in our 
society are the dominating poverty, illit­
eracy, and deteriorating standard of edu­

cation which lead to the increase of 
unskilled workers unable to build a 
nation. Without consideration to 
improve our professionalism scientifi­
cally, culturally, ethically and socially, 
we will never attain the status of a 
developed nation. Our economic and 
social development plans should focus 
on the quality of education. We ought to 
start where the others have ended. We 
have to expand the bases of vocational 
training and education to provide the 
markets with the required skilled hands 
more able to deal with the latest devel­
opments, and this requires a highly 
qualified administration. Yemen is a 
country of natural resources that could 
provide for all the Yemenis all over the 
country, the in and out, but only if dis­
tributed fairly.

Q: How do you evaluate the solutions 
adopted by the government in retir­
ing those people driven back out of 
their posts after the 1994 civil war? 
Do you expect they would be enjoy-

ing all rights which guarantees them 
a stable and honorable life with their 
families? What kind of obstacles 
might they be faced with during the 
new life imposed upon them?
A: No doubt the new procedures would 
worsen their living standards to drive 
them back to join the helpless living 
under the level of poverty that now are 
forming the majority. Their social and 
economic life would be more compli­
cated . The continued expansion of the 
poor class in the society is narrowing 
the scope of the consumers which by 
the end lead to the decline of the com­
mercial and investment activities. The 
government should support the middle 
class to sustain itself longer and should 
create more job opportunities to 
enhance purchasing power. The polices 
of stinginess imposed upon us would 
double our burdens and mishaps. I hope 
that the government would change its 
mind in using such barren policies. We 
hope to be treated as humans in our 
country.

Human Rights in Islam
Abdullah Lotfi Saif Abdulfatah 
Ibb- Al-Udain

S
ince God is the Absolute and 
the same Master of men and 
the universe, He is the sover- 
eign Lord, the Sustainer and 
Nourisher, the Merciful who 

enshrines all beings. Since he has given 
each man human dignity and honor and 
breathed into him of His own spirit, it 
follows that, united in Him and through 
Him, and apart from their other human 
attributes. Men are substantially the 
same and no tangible and actual dis­
tinction can be made among them, on 
account of their accidental differences 
such as nationality, color or race.
Every human being is thereby related to 
all others, and all become one commu­
nity of brotherhood in their honorable 
and pleasant servitude to the most com­
passionate Lord of the universe. In such 
a heavenly atmosphere the Islamic con­
fession of the oneness of God stands 
dominant and central and necessarily 
entails the concept of the oneness of 
humanity and the brotherhood of 
mankind.
Human blood is sacred in any case and 
cannot be spilled without justification. 
And if any violates this sanctity of 

human blood by killing a soul without 
justification, the Quran equates it to the 
killing of entire mankind:
Whose stay soul not to retaliate for a 
soul slain, nor for corruption done in 
the land, should be as if he had slain 
mankind altogether.
It is not permissible to oppress woman, 
children, old people, the sick or the 
wounded. Women’s honor and chastity 
are to be respected under all circum­
stances. The hungry people or person 
must be fed, the naked clothed and the 
wounded or diseased treated medically, 
irrespective of whether they belong to 
the Islamic community or from 
amongst its enemies.

Human rights in an Islamic state
1- The security of life and property: 
In the address which the Prophet deliv­
ered on the occasion of the farewell 
Hajjy, he said: “your lives and proper­
ties are forbidden to one another till 
you meet your Lord on the day of 
Resurrection.” The Prophet also said 
about the dhimmis (the non-Muslim 
citizens of the Muslim state) one who 
kills a man under covenant (i.e. 
Dhimmi) will not even smell the fra­
grance of Paradise.
2- The protection of honor the Holy 

Quran lays down.
- You who believe, do not let one (set of 
people) make fun of another set.
- Do not defame one another.
- Do not insult by using nickname.
- Do not backbite or speak ill of one 
another. (49:12)
3- Sanctity and security of private life: 
The Quran has laid down the injunc­
tion.
-Do not spy on one another.
-Do not enter any house unless you are 
sure of the occupant’s consent.
4- The right to protest against tyranny: 
Amongst the rights that Islam has con­
ferred on human beings is the rights to 
protest against government’s tyranny. 
Referring to it the Quran says “God 
does not love evil talk in public unless 
it is by someone who has been argued 
earlier, all power and authority belongs 
to God, and with men there is only del­
egated power which becomes a trust, 
every one who becomes a recipient or a 
done of such a power has to stand in 
awful reverence before his people 
towards whom and for whose sake he 
will be called upon to use these powers. 
This was acknowledged by Hazrat Abu 
Baker who said in his very first address 
“cooperate with me when I am right but 
correct me when I commit error; obey 
me so long a I follow the command­
ments of Allah and his prophet, but turn 
away form me when I deviate”.
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Yemen and Malaysia:
Towards Highly Developed Relations

T
he Yemeni-Malaysian 
relations have witnessed 
considerable develop­
ments in all aspects of life, 
such as in economic, sci­

entific or commercial ties,in the recent 
years. Bilateral relations between the 
two wise leaderships have been firmly 
consolidated by exchanging visits at 
high levels and by going seriously in 
the direction of improving economic 
relations and establishing investment 
partnership between the owners and 
businessmen in both countries. The 
visit paid by the Malaysian President, 
HE. Mahatheer Mohammed, which 
started last Wednesday, have had fruit­
ful results. Both parties signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding to set 
up a Yemeni-Malaysian joint commit­
tee which will aim at augmenting trade 
exchanges and providing investment 
opportunities in Yemen. In addition, 
the two parties signed another memo­
randum stipulating that Malaysia has 
granted Yemeni employees with train­

ing courses in the field of civil servic­
es in Malaysia. Malaysian President’s 
visit to Yemen will deepen already 
strong relations between the two coun­
tries based on the mutual interest to 
broaden the two nations’ horizons in all 
fields. Statistics indicate that Yemeni 
exports to Malaysia last year totalled 
67 million Ringgit ( USD 17.63 mil­
lion), while Malaysian imports to 
Yemen reached 260 million Ringgit 
(USD 68.42 million). Yemen are there­
fore hoping to consolidate its exports 
to the Malaysian market and an attempt 
had been made to find a mutually satis­
fying equilibrium in the trade balance 
between both countries.
Around 21 Malaysian companies have 
taken part in investment discussions. 
Petronaz National Company was 
among them. The participants were 
given the possibility to check the dif­
ferent opportunities and the legal 
incentives offered by the Yemeni 
Investment Law in the Aden Free 
Trade Zone, particularly for foreign 

purchasers. The Yemeni side took an 
interest to attract capitals of Yemeni 
expatriates in Malaysia. Indeed, 
around 100,000 Yemeni expatriates 
own companies in Kuala Lumpur and 
they are susceptible to invest their cap­
ital in the Aden Free Trade Zone.
President Saleh’s visit in Malaysia in 
1994 paved the way of strong relation­
ships between both countries and led 
to flourishing economic and commer­
cial bonds. In August of last year, the 
Speaker of the Malaysian Parliament, 
Mohammed Haji, called all Malaysian 
businessmen to invest their capital in 
Yemen. As a result, Malaysian compa­
nies were offered business opportuni­
ties to explore for oil in Yemen. 
Malaysian tourists are also encouraged 
to visit touristic and religious monu­
ments in Yemen.
In conclusion, the Yemeni-Malaysian 
bilateral relations witnessed a consid­
erable evolved in all fields in the aim 
of strengthening ties between both 
countries.

International Aids to Yemen Alleviate Debts & Support 
Water and Agricultural Projects

Y
emen and Japan signed 
two agreements accord­
ing to which the 
Japanese government 
present a ¥500 million 

aid to increase the food production in 
the agricultural sector. Another aid 
amounting ¥137 million and ¥4 thou­
sand were also granted to Yemen.
Signing the two agreements coincided 
with a food grant by the French gov­
ernment mounting to 9025 tons of 
cereals with a 25% increase from that 
of the previous year. The revenues of 
the grant will be made use of to fund 
some of the development projects in 
the agriculture and water. 700 tons of 
these aids would be distributed in 
Socotra whose residents suffer from 
the shortage of food.
On its part the European Commission 
dedicated granting Yemen a food 
reaching ¥ 1,885 million for social 
projects. It asserted in a report issued

by its office in Sana'a that quarter of 
the Yemeni population are living below 
the poverty line. These amounts would 
be made use of to rehabilitate health 
centers, establishing water projects and 
road in Socotra Island, the report indi­
cated.
The human affairs office in the EC stat­
ed that the office offers ¥25 million on 
an annual basis to support Yemen over­
come social problems. These projects 
are part of the government responsibil­
ity and donor organizations aids to 
Yemen to curb the poverty and nega­
tive outcomes resulting from the eco­
nomic reform program.
Japan has extended aids of ¥ 7.6 billion 
to the Government of Yemen. 
Moreover, it granted Yemen other 
loans for supporting the restructure 
reform.
Yemen and Japan signed in 1998 an 
agreement to reschedule debts due to 
Japan which are estimated at $18.2

million. According to the agreement 
the debts will be repaid by 48 install­
ments every six months starting from 
2015 with an interest rate not exceed­
ing 1 percent. In addition Yemen has 
repaid other debts of $ 22.8 million to 
Japan.
On the other hand. Japan has donated 
Yemen other financial grants including 
¥ 990 million for implementing some 
projects in rural areas of the republic. 
Moreover, the Japanese Government 
has donated construction machinery in 
addition to power stations and water 
pumps of ¥ 2.5 billion. Similarly, Japan 
has extended financial grants for sup­
porting the agricultural production at 
the cost of USD 5.4 million.
It is worth mentioning that the Yemen 
has got promises following the meet­
ing of the donor countries held in 
Brussels in 1997 for the implementa­
tion of the economic restructure project 
and the reschedule of Yemen’s debts.

Are Yemenis Ready for the Boycott?

Mahyoub Al-Kamali

The Yemeni political and partisan cir­
cles reiterated the need for reaching a 
consensus on the boycott of the western 
goods manufactured by companies 
maintaining trade relations with Israel. 
The aim of such move is to exercise 
pressure on the industrial countries 
headed by the US to reconsider its rela­
tions with the Zionist entity which is 
carrying out a war of extermination 
against the defenseless Palestinian peo­
ple. Yet, despite the Yemen’s sympa­
thetic stance with the Palestinian cause 
it is first of all concerned with obtain­
ing aids from the industrial countries. 
The popular committee for boycotting 
American products in addition to the 
products of the other companies deal­
ing with Israel has issued a list of the 
companies to be boycotted. The differ­
ent political parties have different 
views on the boycott and its scope.
The opposition parties believe that the 
boycott should include all the western 
companies maintaining relations with 
Israel. Likewise they call on boycotting 
the products manufactured by sub­

sidiaries owned by Yemeni investors 
inside Yemen. On the other hand, the 
other group represented by the ruling 
party, the GPC, thinks that the boycott 
should be in accordance with the poli­
cies adopted by the Arab Office for 
Boycotting Israel which recently 
resumed its meetings. Furthermore, the 
second group believes that the boycott 
of the locally produced commodities 
will have a destructive impact on the 
national economy, if the subsidiaries of 
the foreign companies, having relations 
with Israel, are closed down.
Yet one can observe that the Japanese 
exports to Yemen account for the major 
part of the Yemeni market and in this 
regard most of the Japanese firms are 
cautious in dealing with Israel due to 
their broad interests in the Arab world. 
Similarly most of the other products 
come from countries like China. 
Singapore, Taiwan, South Korea, 
Indonesia, Russia, India and Pakistan. 
Exports from the US and Europe to 
Yemen account for just a small share of 
the Yemeni market although the 
Yemeni market is replete with 
American products like agricultural 
equipment and cars. Nevertheless, 
Yemeni consumers up to this very 
moment are not decided on boycotting 
the imported goods despite their strong 

sympathy with the Palestinian cause.
It seems that the Yemeni consumers are 
unconcerned with the origin of the 
products as much as they are cheap 
ones and this is due to the low income 
level of the Yemeni citizens.
Accordingly, it seems that the call for 
the boycott of the American goods ,on 
the one hand, and the products manu­
factured by western companies main­
taining trade relations with Israel is 
merely a political attitude for showing 
solidarity with the Palestinian people. 
So , testing to what extent the boycott is 
applicable within a poor nation like 
Yemen, will certainly be doomed 
unsuccessful due to the aforementioned 
reasons.
Furthermore, the Yemeni consumers 
became the victim of smuggled prod­
ucts of very low quality and sometimes 
of Israeli origin. Products of such will, 
certainly, endanger the health of the 
consumers and it is the responsibility of 
the competent authorities to curb this 
destructive phenomena. Ultimately, it 
sounds that the Yemeni consumers will 
not be able to tolerate the high prices of 
some products with the view of sup­
porting the Palestinians since they are 
primarily concerned with buying cheap 
products no matter what their origins 
are.

Economy News
YR 60.4 billion budget surplus
The Yemeni general budget registered 
YR 60.4 billion surplus in the first half 
of the current year at the rate of 8.4 
percent of the gross domestic product 
GDP, compared to YR 79 billion sur­
plus in the previous year.
A report issued by the Central Bank of 
Yemen (CBY) mentioned that the 
ratio of inflation decreased to 7.3 per­
cent. Meanwhile, the reserve of the 
budget in the trade balance in the first 
quarter of the current year decreased 
to USD 245 million.

Ambitious plan for developing cot­
ton cultivation
The cabinet has approved a plan for 
developing cotton cultivation from 
2002 to 2012. Furthermore, the cabi­
net has earmarked YR 250 million for 
the Agricultural & Fisheries 
Promotion Fund in order to carry out 
this plan which aims at tripling cotton 
production and improving its quality. 
Similarly, the plan’s target is prevent­
ing any party from monopolizing cot­
ton cultivation.

Increase in Yemeni exports
Yemeni exports rose to YR 709.7 bil­
lion, an increase of YR 456 billion 
compared to the previous year. On the 
other hand, the total amount of 
imports to Yemen in the previous year 
totalled YR 375.8 billion an increase 
of YR 81 billion compared to last year. 
The trade balance registered a surplus 
of YR 283.9 billion due to the increase 
of Yemeni exports to overseas mar­
kets.

USD 40 billion for funding the sec­
ond phase of Mareb Dam Project
The Abuthabi Fund for Development 
will inject fundings to implement the 
second phase of Mareb Dam Project, 
through the establishment of water 
sub-division channels, at an estimated 
cost of USD 40 million. The project 
aims at extending the agricultural 
area. The United Arab Emirates have 
previously implemented the first 
phase of the dam construction at the 
estimated cost of USD 90 million.

EU Allocates additional Euro 1.885 
million for community projects

Although the secessionist war ended 
in 1994, the country still needs exten­
sive humanitarian help, as it is partly 
aggravated by the current crisis. As of 
today, a quarter of the population lives 
below the poverty level and more than 
a third has not access to safe drinking 
water.
“Thus, from a humanitarian point of 
view, Yemen still faces the aftermath 
of a forgotten crisis”, emphasized Mr. 
Rainer J. Schierhorst, Head of the 
European Commission’s Office in 
Sana’a. “This is exactly why the 
European Commission’s
Humanitarian Office recently allocat­
ed an additional amount of Euro 1.885 
million for projects focusing on the 
most immediate needs of certain 
deprived communities in rural areas”,

he continued.
The funds will be used to rehabilitate 
health centers, water supply schemes 
and access roads in Socotra. This new 
decision brings the amount allocated 
to Yemen by the European 
Commission’s Humanitarian Office 
since 1998 to some Euro 6.5 million, 
while the total funds allocated by the 
European Commission to Yemen 
averages some Euro 25 million per 
year.

Japan and Yemen signed two new 
agreements

Two agreements were signed at the 
Prime Minister’s Office between the 
Government of Japan and the 
Government of the Republic of Yemen 
in the presence of H. E. Mr. 
Abdulkader Bajammal, Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Yemen 
and Parliamentary Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Japan Ms. Kaori 
Maruya, who arrived yesterday in 
Sana’a for a short visit to the Republic 
of Yemen to conduct discussions with 
Yemeni leaders, including H. E. 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, H. E. 
Premier Abdulkader Bajammal, H. E. 
Foreign Minister Dr. Abu Bakr Al- 
Qirbi.
The two agreements were signed by 
Mr. Abdurahman Tarmoom, Vice 
Minister of Planning & Development 
and H. E. Mr. Masamistsu Oki, 
Ambassador of Japan to the Republic 
of Yemen.
The first agreement concerns a new 
Japanese grant, for the increase of 
food production in Yemen, amounting 
to Yen 500 million (equivalent to 
approximately USD 4 million). It is 
worth mentioning that Japan has sup­
ported increase of food production 
and agricultural development in 
Yemen by extending this kind of 
grants since 1979, for a total amount 
of Yen 9.700 billion (approximately 
USD 78 million). The Government of 
the Republic of Yemen has been using 
these annual Japanese grants to pur­
chase agricultural equipment, pesti­
cides and fertilizers to develop 
Yemen’s agriculture.
The second agreement concerns the 
third Japanese Dept Relief Grant Aid 
during this year for an amount of Yen 
147.004 million (equivalent to 
approximately USD 1.2 million), 
based on the resolution made by the 
Trade & Development Board (TDB) 
of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade & Development (UNCTAD) to 
adopt debt relief measures for coun­
tries which have been facing serious 
difficulties in servicing their debts.
The Government of the Republic of 
Yemen will use this grant properly and 
exclusively for the purchase of prod­
ucts that contribute to the develop­
ment of Yemen’s economy and the 
enhancement of the welfare of its peo­
ple. Since 1979, when Yemen started 
to repay its Yen loans, which had 
financed a number of projects, Japan 
has provided the Republic of Yemen

with grants equal to the total interest 
and principal repaid. In the past five 
years. Japan extended to Yemen debt 
relief grants amounting to approxi­
mately Yen 7.3 billion seven billion 
(equivalent to approximately USD 59 
million).

New French aid to Yemen
The deputy Minister of Development 
and Planning and HE The French 
Ambassador to Yemen signed an 
agreement to offer Yemen new French 
food aid of 9125 tons of wheat flour, 
which is 25. percent more in compari­
son to the previous week, and 60 per­
cent more in comparison to the last 
few years.
Every year, since 1983. France has 
been giving aid for food products to 
Yemen. Since 1992, Yemen has 
received 45,000 tons of flour (3000 
tons of it distributed freely in Socotra 
island) and 500 tons of sugar. This 
food aid helped in financing projects 
development in various areas of the 
country.
Regarding to aid for the year 2001, a 
load of 700 tons of wheat (200 tons 
more than the previous year) will be 
sent to Yemen by a French freighter 
ship to Socotra Island and unloaded 
by a French Marine ship sailing from 
Djibouti.
The remaining amount of 8425 tons 
will be marketed in Aden city and its 
revenue will be allocated for a fund 
managed by the Ministry of Planning 
and Development and the French 
Embassy in Sana’a. When this rev­
enue will be available, it will be used 
to finance food production develop­
ment programs.

Yemen Society for Consumers' 
Protection calls for boycotting 

American products
The Yemen Society for Consumers' 
Protection (YSCP) called all Yemeni 
citizens for boycotting American 
goods and products available in the 
markets. The first campaign received 
a great response by citizens. The 
YSCP mentioned the following 
American products to be boycotted: 
Coca Cola drinks ( Fanta, Sprite); 
Pepsi (Meranda, 7’up); P& G products 
(Pampers, Shampoo, Bantene, Bert 
Plus, Head & Shoulders); soaps 
(Aerial, Zest, Cami, Tide;, Fair; Fix; 
Always; Crest paste; Oil of Poly 
(Jelly); chips and other imported prod­
ucts such as nuts and disinfectants; 
Johnson American Company; 
Mayonnaise; American rice; oil 
American engine; honey; TANG; salt; 
glue; electrical equipment (refrigera­
tors, air-conditioners, televisions, 
ovens, washing machines, mixers); 
stationery; all kinds of cigarettes; 
computers; photocopiers; telephones; 
furniture; cosmetics; cars; insecti­
cides; fruits; sports wear; and, all 
kinds of medicines. It has to be men­
tioned that all these products should 
be boycotted by all Yemenis as prod­
ucts of substitution are available in the 
markets.
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COMMON SENSE

By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Water, Water Everywhere, But Where is it All Going?

T
hanks to Allah, Almighty, 
Yemen has seen rain 
almost on a daily basis for 
some three weeks now. 
This blessing from Allah 

brings to mind the beautiful illustration 
of the Yemen of ancient times, which 
the Quran so beautifully described as 
the "Land of the Two Paradises...". 
While we should undoubtedly be 
happy with just being able to see one 
paradise in this land, .which is beset by 
so many problems, natural and other­
wise - human -it goes without saying 
that this blessing of Allah brought to 
many people of this rugged country a 
sense of relief and reassurance that 
God, after all, is looking after the peo­
ple of Yemen, since they never lose 
faith in his mercy and kindness, even 
though they may have forgotten that 
such things exist, with all the abusive­
ness and oppression one witnesses 
reflected in the many wretched faces 
one encounters everywhere. Yes, if 
men have forgotten that this is a good 
land and capable of fulfilling the needs 
of its people, because a few of its evil 
mongers have taken the heart and soul 
out of life, God Almighty knows that 
the overwhelming majority of the peo­
ple have faith in Him and if He can 
relieve them of the drought that has 
rendered them helpless and made their 
land an arid waste, He is also able to 
bring an end to those who have exploit­
ed the country's resources in a mean­
ingless and wasteful manner and chan­
neled them to fulfill their own narrow 
minded ambitions of lavish wealth and 
splendor.
In any case, we hope that God will 
guide us out of the abyss of political 
and economic disintegration and 
enlighten our leaders to more produc­
tive and fruitful endeavors that will 
give them a place in history and in our 
hearts, which would be truly more 
rewarding for them than all the materi­
al splendor they can muster up, without

really even knowing what to do with it 
anyway.
The fact of the matter is that the water 
problem in Yemen, notwithstanding the 
blessing that God has bestowed upon 
us, is a serious and a critical factor in 
determining the expected course the 
country will take in the future and the 
calamity that awaits us, unless every­
one in the country does his share of the 
task of doing everything we can to 
alleviate the serious water crisis, which 
already has shown its dangerous incli­
nation.
The most important thing to realize is 
that Yemen, just from the standpoint of 
its water situation is not geared for rap­
idly growing urban metropolises, as 
has been mistakenly allowed to happen 
in Sana'a and the other major towns. 
The water studies carried as early as 
the Early Seventies, recommended that 
the population of the city of Sana'a 
should not be allowed to exceed 
200,000 people, for the water that was 
then available would only accommo­
date such a population for only 30 
years, if left unreplenished. Yet, the 
population of the city has been allowed 
to climb to a million souls. This pro­
duces a series of frightening scenarios 
for the not too distant future of people 
not just fighting over plots of real 
estate here and there, but also for their 
drinking water as well. The circum­
stances leading to this mismanaged 
urban population explosion are many 
and complex, including the centraliza­
tion of authority and the poor econom­
ic and agricultural policies pursued by 
the Government over so many years, 
but surely reflect a disregard for the 
obvious warning signs of the dangers 
that lie ahead, as our unrecoverable 
water basins dry up, and water races to 
stay above gasoline in cost to an 
already poverty stricken nation.
Thank you, Lord Al-Mighty, but we 
must bear in mind that a majority of the 
water that God has been kind enough to 

provide us is going to speed out into 
the Empty Quarter Dessert or rush 
down the Wadis of Tihama to the Red 
Sea, taking with it a lot of valuable irre­
placeable silt, and further eroding the 
productivity of the meager cultivable 
area of the country.
It is a wonder that even though the cli­
matic conditions of Yemen were more 
conducive for more rainwater per 
annum than we are getting now, and the 
population of the country was a lot less 
than it is now, our forefathers had the 
great wisdom of mustering up all their 
engineering and agricultural knowl­
edge towards efficient water manage­
ment. But with the obvious dangers 
that we can now foresee, there is very 
little effort to harness all the energy and 
available resources towards proper 
water harvesting techniques that will 
allow us to invest the -wonderful bless­
ing of the rainfall we had over the last 
three weeks. It is hard to imagine how 
much water is going to be lost to the 
sea and the desert, but surely had the 
traditional techniques been mobilized 
on a massive scale to work towards 
saving as much of this water as possi­
ble or to help channel it to the basins 
that will store it for future investment, 
we might truly have been able to have 
exploited God's recent blessing as 
much as possible, to alleviate less 
bountiful years of rain in the future.
About the only effort worth making 
note of in this direction is the praised 
efforts of the Social Development Fund 
in encouraging local rural communities 
to direct their strides towards maintain­
ing as much of this traditional water 
harvesting technology as the SFD can 
reach, before those who know how to 
exploit it leave the Earth. The efforts 
of the SFD are to be commended, and 
for sure the communities that did have 
a chance to participate in the scheme 
will be thankful to the SFD and its able 
Executive Managing Director, and now 
Minister of Social Affairs, Dr. Abdul 

Karim Ismael Al-Arhabi for directing 
the Fund's and the energies of the SFD 
in this direction.
But to have to rely on God's mercy, for 
Yemen's water requirements would be 
living in illusions, because the present 
extraordinary rainfall, is exactly that - 
extraordinary. There are many impor­
tant measures that need to be taken, 
many of which do not necessarily have 
to be directly related to water manage­
ment techniques, such as controlling 
the accelerated growth of the popula­
tion in general and in the urban centers 
in particular. This means disseminat­
ing development throughout the coun­
try, by empowerment of the population 
by decentralized elected local rule, and 
insisting on local management and 
ownership of community projects that 
foster rejuvenation of traditional water 
harvesting technology and introducing 
whatever modern inputs can be helpful 
in the operation and maintenance of 
these water harvesting systems.
On the other hand, with all the water 
institutions that exist to date, it is no 
sign of encouragement that the media 
channels are void of any intensive pub­
lic awareness schemes to persuade peo­
ple of the serious dangers that lie ahead 
in Yemen's water situation, and the 
absence of this effort by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Irrigation in its agri­
culture extension efforts lends cre­
dence to the belief that the Ministry is 
forgetting one of its most critical tasks. 
The agricultural sector uses up 90% of 
the mined groundwater annually and 
surely, that percentage is wasteful and 
needs to be cut considerably, through 
use of more efficient irrigation meth­
ods and regulation of underground 
water investment in the agriculture sec­
tor.
In any case, we must thank the Lord for 
reminding us that indeed Yemen can 
again take on its beautiful Arabia Felix 
image, even if for just a fleeting 
refreshing moment of our trying times.

Dear Editor,
I just wanted to know why there is too 
many problems with kidnapping in 
Yemen. I mean, what is wrong? Isn't 
the government capable of handling its 
society well?
I have lived in Yemen for 6 years and 
all I could remember was troubles and 
troubles and a society that often pre­
judges people. I hope that the condi­
tions have changed now. I just wanted 
to say these few words after I received 
the news of the kidnapped German 
diplomat.
Khadrina Hussein 
khadra3@hotmail.com

Dear Editor,
My name is Hameed Alnajar from 
Detroit Metro USA. I would like to 
state my opinion about the situation in 
Yemen from my prospective. You seem 
to have a lot of information in your 
newspaper regarding the Yemeni way 
of life. I am a Police Officer from 
Detroit. From reading some of your 
articles, it seems that Yemen needs a 
new government as well as an over­
sight committee to oversee the appoint­
ed officials. There is a lot of corrup­
tion there and the way to start is from 
the top down. Clean up the house. It 
should be the government for the peo­
ple not for the governor.
HAMEED ALNAJAR 
Cougear@aol. com

NOTHING BUT FACTS
In our big cities, very rarely you will 
spot beggars in tattered clothes on the 
streets, where as you will often see the 
same species in a uniform, they are 
named traffic police. For only YR. 50/- 
you are harassed and if this species is 
carrying a couple of stars on his shoul­
ders he will settle for not less than YR. 
100/-. They are supposed to ensure 
smooth traffic flow but they are least 
bothered. Do not rely on these men for 
your safety. Just depend on yourself. If 
you are walking, look before you cross 
and if you are driving, ensure that you 

take your wallet with you.
Mothers and Fathers of bright children, 
please do not bother to ensure that your 
child is studying hard for good results, 
all you have to do is to ensure your 
child enters the exam hall with no less 
than YR 200/- in his/her pocket. He 
will be allowed to cheat through notes 
and even consult the examiner and/or 
the other students in the hall. In 
Yemen, a high-marked sheet is better 
than the knowledge gained. Ultimately 
your child will proceed for higher stud­
ies only if he has a high-marked sheet. 
Employees on demand, please start 
getting used to promises only. 
Employers usually give you a pat on 
the back for a well-done job and then 
change faces within 24 hours so as to 
discourage you from approaching them 
for your rights. This policy has proved 
to be successful in 99.9% of all private 
firms. Those were nothing but facts.
Gawid Sikander Khan, Aden 
jskhan2001@yahoo.com

Needed to Contact with Friend 
Urgently
I need your help. Please help me to find 
my old friend with the name Tkhabit 
Abdallah Mohamed Saeed from 
Yemen (Sana'a or Taiz). He left Russia 
and headed back home in 1995 after 
graduating from Oil and Gas Academia 
(in Moscow). I am currently in Canada 
and I hope that you will be able 
through your newspaper to reach my 
friend to have him contact me through 
my below email as soon as possible. 
Youssouf Mahamat 
mwardougou@hotmail.com

Dear Editor
Whatever I say and I seek in the lan­
guage dictionaries I can not find nice 
and beautiful words to express about 
my love and wonder for YT stuff and 
all the topics you are publishing in our 
best and esteemed English newspaper 
and also for the high position you have 
achieved I hope more success and 
progress for your esteemed news 

paper.
In occasion I would like to take this 
opportunity to inform you that I sent 
some coupons for free classified ADV, 
to promote our restaurant and they 
have not been published so far.
Besides this letter there are coupons 
please try to publish two of them in 
English and Arabic in your next issues 
as soon as possible. I should very much 
appreciate if you would be kind 
enough to publish our advertisements.

With best wishes 
General Manager 

Gamel Abduaziz Al-Shaibani

Dear Editor,
You often publish stories about the 
incompetency of the government, and 
the irregularities in the enforcement of 
its laws. Here is another such “story” 
with a real truth behind it.
I’m myself a Canadian married to a 
Yemeni, hence my children have dual 
citizenship. Even though I have a five 
year's “Iaqmah”, or Resident’s Permit 
to live in this country, i have to obtain 
a “Visa to Exit” whenever I want to 
travel! Last year, I went to Canada for 
a visit, and the most absurd thing is that 
I was given a “Visa to Exit and Return 
within three months” as written in my 
passport. Since I was planning on stay­
ing for more than three months, I was 
naturally concerned that upon my 
return I may have to face some prob­
lems with the authorities at the Sana’a 
Airport. However, we were told that I 
could ‘easily’ renew my exist and entry 
Visa from the Yemen Embassy in 
Canada.
Well, while in Canada I called up the 
Yemen Embassy and related to them 
my problem. They continuously 
assured me that I was in no need of 
such a Visa to re-enter Yemen since I 
have a five year’s permit. I asked them 
still to give this assurance in writing, 
and I was told that I could easily obtain 
this Visa at the Airport!
After eight month in Canada, I came 
back via London on Yemenia. I must 

admit the in-flight service and the food 
were great. Their only mistake was not 
distributing declaration cards. I was 
smart enough to ask them for one 
myself. This way I was able to avoid 
delays, as everyone else at the Airport 
told to fill in the cards, and I had mine 
ready in my hand.
At the Immigration Counter, I was told 
I had no Visa to Enter. I repeated what 
the Yemen Embassy had so faithfully 
insisted upon: I did not need a Visa to 
enter as my Resident’s Permit was still 
valid. To my surprise, I found that the 
Immigration Officials in Sana’a really 
do not care what their Embassy in 
Canada says or does. Thus I was forced 
to go to the Visa counter to obtain my 
Visa. I was to find no one sitting 
behind the counter. I was outraged! 
Working at the airport, one would 
assume that these officials are kept 
informed about in-coming flights, so 
they can prepare themselves accord­
ingly in advance. This is far from the 
truth in Sana’a.
To make a long story short, I made a bit 
of a shuffle to let everyone around me 
know how pissed I was after an 
exhausting eight hour flight. The 
result: I was allowed to pass through to 
collect my baggage while my passport 
was given to someone to stamp upon in 
an Entry Visa. IN the end, I was 
charged around YR5,000 for the Visa I 
already had and did not need!
The reader is free to draw his/her own 
conclusion, however, some of mine are 
as follows:
1- The Embassy of Yemen in Canada 
says one thing, and the officials at 
Sana’a a
Airport say another. This mean they are 
both unaware of the laws of the coun­
try they represent.
2- Foreigners need permission to exist 
from the Gov’t, and consent from the 
spouse really has no bearing on the 
issue. Where does the Gov’t come up 
with some of its policies?? 
“Questioning always”

Sadaf Shah

Food Security
Yemen's Key Challenge

Mohammed Hatem 
Al-Qadhi
mhalqadhi@hotmail.com

F
 ood security has become a 
headache of global con­
cern. It is a real challenge 
for some poor countries 
like Yemen. Studies reveal 

that Yemen will need around 8 million 
tons of wheat after ten years. This 
makes 4.5 million people lacking food 
security. The number is likely to rise to 
8 million in 2025 unless economic 
growth matches pace in addition to 
improvement in income distribution. 
Reports released by the EC indicate 
that most of the people suffering from 
food insecurity in 1996 are peasants 
and jobless. These reports also point 
out that the pieces of land which grow 
wheat have reached good production 
of 48 000 tons. However, this amount 
of wheat covers only 17% of the total 
local consumption.
The gap between the high rising popu­
lation growth and slow growing of 
cereals brings out great challenges of 
food security. If population increases 
by 1%, food consumption soars up to 
3,18. The Human Development Report 
of 1998 highlighted the serious prob­
lem of water shortage due to the vast 
increase of population plus the grow­
ing of qat which consumes huge 
amounts of water. It is reported that 
agriculture consumes 90% of water, 
much of it going to qat growing. World 
Bank Studies confirm that people in 
Sana'a consume 30 cubic million meter 
while qat takes 60 million cubic 
meters. According to the 1999 Human 
Development Report, Yemen is one of 
the main countries in the world that 
badly suffers from water shortage. 
39% of population doesn't have clean 
and secure water, and qat represents 
50% of the total agricultural produc­
tion. The fast economic revenues of qat 
is the main reason behind its agricul­
tural expansion. The planted areas of 
qat soared up to 92000 hectare in 1995 
compared with 18% for coffee.
Hence, qat growing is one of the major 
reasons behind the food security prob­
lem in Yemen as it occupies 60% of the 
total planted areas and consumes a 
huge amount of water. Furthermore, 
this product can not be exported and 
thus its taxing revenues reach 4%.
The challenge now is the imbalance

between low agricultural production 
and high consumption as well as 
between the imports and exports of 
foodstuffs. The local production of 
wheat is decreasing dramatically. It 
was representing 22% of total con­
sumption in 1995 while it went down 
to 90% in 1999. This indicates that 
wheat is having a top position in the 
meals of Yemenis. The production of 
wheat was 117000 tons in 1995 but it 
came down to 40 000 tons in 1999, 
putting the average at 500% annually. 
The total amount of wheat consump­
tion was 700000 tons in 1999. This 
made Yemen import wheat and maize 
at 25 billion YR in 1999 while it was 
3.4 billion YR in 1995. Yemen's annu­
al imports of wheat, rice, meat, chick­
en and sugar are put at 56 billion YR 
and 153 on a daily basis. This makes it 
clear that food has become a burden on 
the already fragile economy of Yemen. 
In other words, it consumes a lot of 
hard currency. The revenue of all agri­
cultural imports can only finance 35 % 
of the value of imported wheat. 
Statistics reveal that the revenue of 
Yemen's imports of coffee, potato, fish, 
cotton and fruits reached YR. 8.8 bil­
lion. That is, their revenue covers only 
16% of the value of the imported food 
commodities and 13 % of the value of 
imported agricultural products. 
Therefore, Yemen spends 54% of oil 
revenues (YR. 105 billion in 1998) on 
imported foodstuffs. Studies stressed 
that investment in agriculture can play 
an instrumental role in cracking down 
on the problem of food shortage. The 
have pointed out that to sort out this 
nagging problem, Yemen needs 160 
million YR. They also recommended 
that action plans to stop population 
explosion and the decline of agricul­
tural sector have to be conducted soon, 
and that there must be focusing on 
marine resources, increasing the vol­
ume of agricultural products. Qat 
growing space must be down-sized 
considerably. These studies also say 
that advanced technology in agricultur­
al production and marketing have 
introduced so as to encourage local 
production of cereals. This could help 
to put food insecurity under control. 
However, this problem constitutes the 
real challenge to the country. It is in 
particular a challenge to the Yemen 
vision 2025 that has been made to 
tackle serious problems Yemen is 
going through, including food short­
age.

Diesel and Individual Income
Abdulaziz M. Abdullah 
Aden

S
ince the government has 
adopted its measures con­
cerning diesel augmenta­
tion, particularly those who 
have a low-paid income 

couldn't afford to struggle. Their main 
concern is their daily livelihood and 
nothing more. The first thing that 
intentionally has been done is the aug­
mentation of the electricity bills during 
August 2. It was noticed that the 
Cooperation has decided to put a card 
in every house in which the employee 
has to read, register and compare what 
has been consumed. It is strange to see 
the unbelievable increase of the con­
suming units. It is shown clearly 
through comparison together with 
prices and bills in the table below. 
What has been illustrated above indi­
cates that 700 units in one month will 
reach increasingly around 5350 YR per 
month without any other fees. But if it 
is reached more than that the addition­
al consumption will be multiplied by 
17 YR for only one YR, i.e.. a house 
has three rooms, electric lights, refrig­
erator, an air conditioner, mixer, televi­
sion, tape recorder and fans will not be 
less than 1100-1000 units. Can you 

imagine how much will the monthly 
electricity bills reach? They are going 
to reach 10450 YR. So how much do 
the yellow-collar workers receive in 
salary? And how much do they spend? 
Will they be able to afford augmenta­
tions which have been done randomly 
by the government? This is the aug­
mentation in electricity, what about 
water and internal transportation and 
foodstuffs? It is expected that the flour 
prices will reach 60-70%. The eye­
catching thing is the loaf of bread. You 
have seen its size, haven't you? How 
slim it is!!! Bakeries used to make 1-10 
loaves in one kilo of the paste. Now 
around 10-13 are made after the pres­
ent diesel augmentation. It was also 
declared that 15% was given to the 
officials and 25% to the policemen. 
Are all these things enough to cover 
the essential needs of the common 
man, or is he going to pant after the 
mirage? I think it is time to go back bit 
further where our grandfathers used to 
have the simple wick. Such things 
deserve mentioning in the history of 
Yemen which were famous at that 
time. These small enterprises have 
received support and encouragement 
as the Social Fund and those projects 
financed by they the German 
Government.

Unite Previous Unit New Unit Percent Increase
200 1st Unit
150 2nd Unit 
More than that
350
Extra..

3 YR
6 YR
9 YR

4 YR
7 YR

10 YR
17 YR

33%
6.16%

mailto:khadra3@hotmail.com
%25c2%25a9yahoo.com
mailto:mhalqadhi@hotmail.com
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S. DAVIS Drives Yemen Through Bottleneck

D
ay after day, economic 
sanctions imposed to 
the Yemeni government 
are worsening due to its 
neglect to pay back a 

debt contracted for a wheat shipment 
received by the General Corporation 
for Foreign Trade and Grains in 1996. 
The government claims that the 
Corporation is a private company and, 
therefore, it cannot intervene. This 
does not, however, reflect reality. 
Additional worries occurred lately as 
the period of courteous solution deter­
mined by lawyers of both sides was 
reached on August 13. It is obvious 
that the government’s position in this 
case is very weak.
The lawyer of the S.DAVIS corpora­
tion, the former American Foreign 
Minister James Paker, believes so 
because a delay in the settlement by 
the Yemeni side does not all serve the 
country’s national interests as the 
penalties due to this delay would be 
applied at a very severe rate.
Meanwhile, the authorized agent of the 
FAO in Yemen, Mohammad Ahmed 
Saeed, indicated to Yemen Times that 
he had been trying to settle the case 
courteously but his efforts did not lead 
to any result. According to Program 
416 (B), American aid has been sus­
pended for nearly a year, whereas the 
Yemeni government needs it badly. 
Some sources confirmed that the prime 
minister Dr. Abdul-kader Ba. Jammal 
handed the last letter sent by the cor­
poration to the ministers of finance and 

supply who denied any knowledge of 
case. This issue has thus been left 
unsolved.
Before this letter, S.DAVIS corpora­
tion sent messages to the former prime 
minister Dr. Abdul-Kareem Al-Iryani 
requesting him to bring some senior 
officials, including the former minister 
of supply and trade, the current finance 
minister, the secretary general of the 
presidential office as well as the former 
and current prime minister, to plead 
their oath on the case.
Some economical observers described 
the government position in this regard 
as is if facing a bottleneck which might 
be very costly.
The president’s message made on this 
concern was clear and instructed the 
government to settle the S.DAVIS case 
as soon as possible in a way that should 
avoid any additional costs. The state­
ment made by the former prime minis­
ter Dr. Abdul-Kareem Al-Iryani was 
also clear as it was directed to the cur­
rent cabinet, headed by Ba-Jammal, 
and requested a rapid resolution of the 
case to prevent the latter from having a 
potential impact on the national econo­
my.
By following closely the case, Yemen 
Times has been intending to save the 
national economy usually hit by irra­
tional decisions by making high offi­
cials aware of the problem.
The S.DAVIS corporation case has 
been on the table ever since 1996 and 
all the parties involved in the case are 
well aware of the efforts exerted by the

FAO, the sole corporation trustee in 
Yemen, to settle the case in a courteous 
way .
Evidently, the case has had a negative 
impact on national interests as well 
understood by all parties. So, delaying 
the settlement would make things 
worse and the only loser would be the 
Yemeni government itself:
First, the Yemeni government would be 
responsible for pay huge sums conse­
quence of the judicial verdicts in addi­
tion to the initial losses and penalties. 
Second, the government would have to 
pay legal fees and daily interests due to 
late payment.
Third, it would be deprived of the 
American Food Aid according to the 
416 B program.
The FAO, therefore, advises the gov­
ernment to accelerate the process for 
settling the case in a rapid and efficient 
way that avoids more costs. The organ­
ization would get a commission from 
the corporation for the case resolution, 
but Yemen’s national interest is more 
essential as the government might also 
get more out of executing the verdicts. 
An official Source at the Finance 
Ministry preferred not to mention his 
name prevailed to Yemen Times that 
the case of the S.DAVIS American 
Corporation is the responsibility of the 
General Authority for Foreign Trade 
and Grains and the ministry of Trade 
and Supply as the authorities that 
signed the contract of purchase.
The source added that the file case 
have been referred to the consultant 
lawyer of the Central Bank of Yemen 
who confirmed that the cost price of 
the wheat shipment was exaggerated. 
The Source concluded that the rumors 
published by newspapers which claim 
that the Finance ministry should 
shoulder the responsibility of the ship­
ment are baseless.
On his part General Manager of the 
grains authority stated to Yemen Times 
that the American Courts of Alabama 
are still looking into the case. While 
the parties are still submitting the 
required documents through their 
lawyers. No verdict was issued up to 
the moment.

First Palm Trees Festival Ends

I
n cooperation with technical 
teams and a number of officials 
in the Hadramaut Agriculture 
Ministry, the local Council led 
by the Governor, Abduh 

Alkader Ali Helal, decided to organize 
a yearly festival focusing on the impor­
tance of palm trees in the region. It was 
also agreed to hold the festival in Wadi 
Hajr which is one of the most fertile 
areas in the governorate and one of the 
most famous places for growing palm 
trees. In this area, they are estimated at 
3 million trees.
By setting up this festival, the 
Governor said that the event aimed at 
preserving palm trees and encouraging 
farmers to expand its cultivation in the 
area by providing them some incen­
tives. The Governor also pointed out 
that dates should be used in proper 
ways and that one investor would 
establish a new factory for preserving 
dates. This would urge farmers to 
expand palm trees cultivation.
As for the activities held during the 
festival, the General Secretary of Local 
Council, Salmeen Abodi, said that a 
number of scientific, technical and cul­

tural activities were held in 
coordination with
Hadhramot University and 
would be entitled " Palm 
Trees, Future & Reality". A 
photo exhibition was also 
organized to insist on the 
importance of the palm 
tree, the places of growing 
palm trees and the necessi­
ty of reviving handicrafts 
in Wadi Hajr.

Wadi Hajr
Wadi Hajr is situated in the west of al- 
Mokalla and is 150 km from this city. 
The wadi includes three main districts, 
Hajr, Yabaath and Maifa. What brings 
attention in the wadi is the water flow 
because of torrential rain pouring into 
the wadi which contains groundwater 
reaching 470 cubic meters. Recently, 
the government has inaugurated the 
Wadi Hajr Developing Project to use 
large quantities of flowing water avail­
able in the district. The wadi also pres­
ents different types of rocks such as 
lime and plaster. Its fertile soils make 
the wadi one of the most fertile areas in

palm trees cultivation. But, unfortu­
nately, the following factors render 
palm trees farming complicate:
• The organic fertilizers are not used by 
farmers and this resulted in the deteri­
oration of the soil organic richness.
• The non-exploitation of space 
between each palm tree.
• Unavailability of modern agricultural 
equipment.
• Great interest taken on Suqatri palm 
trees.
In conclusion, Abdoon recommended 
the necessity of continuing the agricul­
tural developmental works in Wadi 
Hajr through the completion of Wadi 
Hajr development project.
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Yemeni Women Explore Their Rights 

Buried For Long

G
oodness, has sex dis­
crimination and aggres­
sion against the female 
character reached a cli­
max to make them burn 

their bras in the year 1960, prior to the 
foundation of the Women’s Liberation 
Movement. They burst into the streets 
screaming loudly, demanding their 
complete social and political rights. 
Daring to do so the women should 
have been suffering from an overload 
of pressure.
The Yemeni woman is not a different 
female character, for all are the same 
all over the globe. They may only wait 
for long in patience, but they never 
accept being belittled.
Hand in hand the Women’s Forum for 
Research & Training (WFRT) and 
OXFAM UK Sana’a laid the founda­
tion, the initial step to make the 
females in Yemen fully comprehend 
their rights and their means of defend­
ing them.
At the Businesswomen Headquarter 
Location in Hada- Sana’a, the WFRT 
and OXFAM organized a training ses­
sion attended by representatives of the 
international organizations concerned 
with eliminating discrimination and 
aggression against women.
Ms. Sua’ad Al-Kadasi, manager of 
WFRT, conveyed to Yemen Times that 
the aim of the 8-16 August training 
session is to broaden the social aware­
ness on some concepts related to 
women’s rights in general. “ The 
Yemeni government does not reject or 
efface the social and political rights of 
women. The problem here is the tradi­
tion inherited by the society, genera­
tions after generations burying the 
rights of women,” Ms. Sua’ad 
believes. The WFRT, she added, is 
planning to organize more training ses­
sions and activities that the majority of 
the society has fully comprehended 
that women’s rights and human rights 
are two sides of same coin.
Lawyer Azah Suliman, the manager of 
the Egyptian Women’s Affairs Center 
and a lecturer at the training session, 
has spoken about a couple of aims: 
Recognizing the women’s issues 
linked with the CEDAW agreement, 

which means in short 
ending all kinds of sex 
discrimination and 
aggression against 
women, as well as pro­
viding the participants 
with the required skills 
to be able to write the 
shadow report which 
corresponding the offi­
cial report usually made 
by the government to be 
presented to the United 
Nations committee con­
cerned on women rights. 
“ Mass media in Yemen 
is no different from its 
counterparts in other 
Arab states, a public 
institution owned by the 
government as property. 
In Yemen and other 
Arab states media is still 
lacking more training on 
the means of dealing 
with women’s issues. 
With high speed the 
media might defame a 
woman to discover later that the 
wretched was only a victim” Azah 
added.
Coordinator of the Amnesty 
International Organization (AIO), 
Noor Addin Al-Azazi said that 
although Yemen’s government never 
cooperates with the AIO except in 
what might serve its own interests, and 
while most of the negotiations between 
the two sides failed to reach agree­
ment, it is the sole Arab government 
which approved the CEDAW treaty, 
except article No. 29 clause 1 concern­
ing arbitration. The other Arab coun­
tries including the developing ones, 
made numerous reservations on the 
CEDAW articles. I am afraid this can 
only be found in the written law while 
the reality appears in a different cloak. 
Aspiration and reality are on parallel 
lines never to meet. “Our inherited 
social traditions are a challenge for the 
rights of women in the country,” Al-

Azazi concluded.
Muna Al-Mashoor, a participant at the 
training session, travelled a long dis­
tance from Hadhramout to Sana’a to 
represent the female character in her 
governorate. She has embraced much 
of what she got from the session.
“ The lectures, discussions and opin­
ions echoed during the training ses­
sion shocked me into finding myself, 
as if for the first time, to come to know 
the real social, political and humanitar­
ian rights of women have been buried 
under the remains of inherited social 
traditions long ago. I have to know 
how to take note of my rights. What I 
have is much valuable than jewelry” 
Muna said. Regarding the women of 
Hadhramout’s positive participation in 
the society, Muna assured Yemen 
Times that the female characters in 
Hadhramout began joining the society 
and the education fields. They have 
started searching for their political and 
social rights.

Azah Suliman Sua’ad Al-Kadasi

Fikrah Mahmoud Chairwomen of 
Women Sector 
of Popular Unity Party

NOTE We regret that due to a typographical error the year of the atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima was mentioned last week in "Hiroshima...A 
Mother's Prayer for Peace” as 1954 where it should have been: 1945.
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Malaria Situation in Yemen
Prepared for 
publishing: 
Ismael Al-Ghabery 
Yemen Times

T
he malaria situation in 
Yemen is alarming in cer­
tain highly endemic areas. 
It is estimated that 50- 
60% of the population is 

at risk. Malaria in Yemen is epidemio- 
logically classified as “Afrotropical” 
which is the worst epidemiological 
malaria situation worldwide having the 
faciparum malaria and the Anopheles 
arabiensis as the predominant parasite 
species and malaria vector respective­
ly. It is estimated that children, espe­
cially under five, and pregnant women 
are the major toll of malaria in Yemen. 
The malaria has been proven to be a 
major impediment of development 
both socially and economically, and it 
is high time to intervene to interrupt 
the malaria transmission and alleviate 
the historical suffering of the Yemeni 
people from this health problem.
The Yemeni government is very much 
appreciating and considering the situa­
tion and in this context the government 
has already taken very crucial and 
important actions and decisions to 
establish a strong anti-malaria pro­
gram. The political commitment is 
there and the inter-sector collaboration 
has been built through the formation of 
the Supreme National Malaria Control 
Committee by the Prime Ministerial 
Decree No. 18 for the year 2000. The 
committee is chaired by HE the 
Minister of Health and fifteen minis­
eries are represented by their deputy 
ministers besides the representation of 
the different organizations, private sec­
tor and the medical educational institu­
tions.
Another Prime Ministerial Decree No. 
19 for the year 2001 was issued 
announcing the year 2001 a year of 
Roll Back malaria and making the anti­
malaria program a vertical program 
under the direct supervision of the 
Minister of Public Health and 
Population.

A new National Malaria Control 
Center has been recently established in 
Sana’a to be the head office responsi­
ble for planning, monitoring, follow­
up, training and evaluation processes 
for the whole country. The organogram 
and the job descriptions have been set 
and the plans started to be implement­
ed in the field. Examples of success 
started to emerge. A great success has 
been achieved in Socotra island where 
the citizens already reported a major 
and significant decline in the incidence 
of malaria after a successful start of a 
well organized anti-malaria control 
program in the island during the last 
quarter of the year 2000.
All these are promising and encourag­
ing indicators which make optimistic 
that the Roll Back malaria program in 
Yemen is going to succeed.
Malaria has been always the top prior­
ity health problem in the Republic of 
Yemen, whose population is about 18 
million, particularly during the eighties 
and nineties of the twentieth century. 
The epidemiological situation of 
malaria deteriorated in the nineties due 
to different factors including political, 
economical and meteorological fac­
tors. It is estimated that 60% of the 
Yemeni population are at risk of malar­
ia. The MOPH reported 1,8000,000 
malaria cases in 1997 and the malaria 
mortality is about 1% of the recorded 
malaria cases. Malaria in Yemen is 
classified peidemiologically as 
Afrotropical with Plasmodium falci­
parum as the predominant species of 
malaria parasites accounting for about 
90-95% and Anopheles gambiae, the 
most dangerous malaria vector, as the 
predominant vector. The endemicity is 
not the same all over the country. It is 
meso to hyperendemic along the 
coastal belt (with a length of 2000 km 
and a breadth of 30-60 km) extending 
from the Yemeni-Omani border in the 
east to Bab-Al-Mandab in the west 
along the Indian ocean and from Bab- 
al_mandab to the Yemeni-Saudi border 
in the north along the red sea (about 
500 km) where the season of transmis­
sion is mainly during the winter i.e. 
from October to march. The altitude in 
Tihama (the western coastal areas)

reaches up to 200 meters over the sea­
level towards the east. It is meso or 
hyperendemic in the foothills and mid­
dle heights (400-2000 meters high) 
where the transmission is all the year 
round or following the rainy season 
which is mainly during summer with 
epidemics of malaria recurring after 
heavy meteorological changes, while it 
is almost malaria free in the mountain­
ous areas above 2000 meters high, 
where it is expected that the longevity 
of the Anopheline vectors is too short 
to complete the sporogonic cycle, but 
again malaria transmission and even 
malaria epidemics are expected fol­
lowing heavy climatic and meteorolog­
ical changes e.g. global warming and 
the rise in the humidity together with 
heavy rainfalls. It is also malaria free 
in the deserts (Al-Robea-AlKhali). 
Malaria is meso to hyperendemic in 
Soqotra island where the transmission 
season is also from October to March 
or April, while it is too windy and dry 
from May to August in the island. 
Malaria is epidemiologically classified 
as Oriental in Socotra with the 
Anopheles culicifacies as the main pre­
dominant vector.
This epidemiological information 
needs to be confirmed by extensive 
studies and by improving the informa­
tion system which is currently one of 
the priorities.
Extensive entomological studies and 
surveys are also needed to have a com­
plete epidemiological picture. Rolling 
back malaria started practically in 
Yemen in the year 2000 when a 
“Statement of Intent” was issued in 
January 2000 by the WHO malaiolo- 
gist and a “Supreme National Malaria 
Control Committee SNMCC” was 
formed by a prime ministerial decree 
reflecting the high “political commit­
ment” to roll back malaria. While the 
year 2000 can be considered the turn­
ing point during which the preparatory 
phase has been initiated, the year 2001 
is planned to be officially announced 
as the year of “Roll Back Malaria”.
The political commitment to roll back 
malaria is very clear and has been 
strengthened during the last quarter of 
the year 2000 especially following the

outbreak of Rift Valley Fever which hit 
the western part of the country, espe­
cially the Tihama areas. Well-organ­
ized, sustainable and integrated vector 
control operations have become a 
must.
It is predicted that an efficient NMCP 
will definitely have a positive impact 
on the important health indicators in 
the country to improve the public 
health standard in general and the 
mother and child health in particular by 
significantly improving the maternal 
mortality rate (MMR), which is cur­
rently about 1400/100,000 live births 
and the infant mortality rate (IMR) 
which is currently about 75-83/1000 
live births.

Principles of Roll Back Malaria in 
the Republic of Yemen
1- Political Commitment.
2- Intersectoral Collaboration.
3- Health Education.
4- Community Participation.
5- Partnership with international 
organizations and NGOs. A special 
collaboration is existing between the 
Ministry of Health of the Republic of 
Yemen and the World Health 
Organization.

The overall and ultimate goals of the 
5-year plan 2001-2005
- To establish a strong and well organ­
ized national center for the National 
Malaria Control Program (NMCP) in 
the Republic of Yemen based at Sana’a 
with a strong infrastructure to be the 
headquarters capable of planning, exe­
cuting, monitoring, supervising and 
evaluating the different malaria control 
activities.
- To develop and build national centers 
capable of planning, running, supervis­
ing and evaluating the different malar­
ia control activities.
- To reduce the mortality rate by 80% 
by the end of the 5-year plan 2001- 
2005.
- To reduce the morbidity rate by 50% 
by the end of the 5-year plan 2001- 
2005.
- To achieve the eradication of malaria 
from Socotra island by the end of the 
5-year plan 2001-2005.

Specific Objectives of the 5-year 
plan 2001-2005
- To furnish the rented house for the 

malaria control program so that it starts 
functioning during January 2001.
- To best use the budget allocated for 
the National Malaria Control Program 
NMCP for the interest of the program 
(the local budget for the year 2001: 
YR465,520,000).
- To standardize the national policy for 
the management of malaria cases all 
over the country during the year 2001 
and 2002.
- To implement the plan of health edu­
cation (already prepared and approved 
during the year 2000) during the year 
2001 to ensure the community partici­
pation during the next five years.
- To define and specify referral malaria 
laboratories technicians and micro­
scopists in each governorate during the 
year 2001.
- To define and specify referral and 
focal physicians on malaria in every 
hospital and health center in Hodeida 
governorate, al Qafr district in Ibb

governorate, Khamis Bani-Saad in 
Mahweet governorate, Aslam district 
in Hajja governorate, Socotra island, 
Wadi Al-Ein and Hora district in 
Hadramawt governorate, Al-Selw dis­
trict (Wadi Warazan) in Taiz gover­
norate and Wosab Al-Safel district in 
Dhamar governorate besides Abyan 
governorate during the years 2001 and 
2002.
- To intensify the field operations in the 
governorates and districts already 
selected to be the pilot project areas for 
malaria control.
- To intensify the field supervisory and 
evaluation visits during the next five 
years.
- To activate the role of the Supreme 
National Malaria Control Committee 
(SNMCC).
- To coordinate with the private sector 
to strongly involve them in the imple­
mentation of the program.
- To coordinate with the international 
organizations and the NGOs and to 
make sure the international aids and 
donations are best used for the interests 
of the program.

Yemeni Hot Springs
Derelict Present & Uncertain Future

Farouk Al-Kamali
Yemen Times

H
ot springs are subjected 
to misuse and debilita­
tion which led to their 
destruction amidst the 
negligence of the 

Ministry of Tourism and its offices in 
the governorates. It is cause for alarm 
when a hot springs like the one in the 
Damat area got drained and the other 
one in al-Sukhnah turned to be the 
property of the ruling party the GPC 
and not the Ministry of Tourism.
The newly-created Ministry of 
Tourism has to render care to this sig­
nificant resource. In addition the pri­
vate sector has to contribute in the 
development of these hot springs and 
raise them to the required standard. 
More than 50 hot springs exist nation­
wide and the most well-known ones 
are as follows:
- Al-Sukhnah hot spring located 40 km 
to the southwest of Hodaidah
- Damat hot spring located 40 km from 
Damat village in Dhale’a Governorate 
- Ali Aniss hot spring located 90 km to 
the west of Hodaidah
- Alasi hot spring located to the east of 
Dhamar city
- Karesh hot spring located 90 km to 
the east of the city of Taiz
In fact, these hot springs are still used 
in a primitive way by the citizens and 
up to this very moment there is no 
investment in these hot springs. 
Similarly, the necessary facilities 
required for these hot springs are 
unavailable.
An issue of major concern in this 
regard is that some influential person­
alities and sheikhs seized these springs

and made of them as their own proper­
ties. An evident illustration of that is 
the al-Sukhnah hot spring in Hodaidah 
which belongs to the ruling party (the 
General People Congress) and not the 
Ministry of Tourism.

Medical gains of hot springs
Hot springs have so many benefits, 
particularly for skin illnesses and aller­
gies, eye troubles, rheumatism and 
blood circulation illnesses. They are 
also so beneficial for the aging people 
since it refreshes them and makes them 
recover from certain aging-related ill­
nesses. Furthermore, it is believed that 
hot springs revitalize the sexual poten­
cy of men.

Hot springs in Taiz
Mr. Abdulqawi Sallim Director- 
General of the Tourism Office in Taiz 
talked about the hot springs in Taiz and 
said that the there are so many hot 
springs in Taiz, the most important of 
which are the following:
- Ali Shuba hot spring located in the 
southwest of Taiz in al-Barakani area. 
However, it has been subjected to dam­
age within the last couple of years.
- Raisyan hot spring located in 
Maqbana district is presently so primi­
tive and always subjected to damage 
due to the rainfalls. This hot spring is 
the destination of many people on a 
quest for remedy and recreation.

Al-Twair hot 
spring, located 
also in Maqbanah, 
is composed of 
many permanent 
hot springs. 
However, they 
gradually drained 
during the 
drought season. 
Unfortunately, 
these hot springs

are still exposed and subjected to dam­
age during the rainy season.

Hot springs in Ibb
The Ibb Governorate is one of the most 
important destinations for people look­
ing for physical medication. However, 
to make wise use of these hot springs 
large amount of capital are required for 
investing in such projects with the 
view of establishing complete medical 
facilities at each place where hot 
springs are available.
Mr. Amin Juzailan Director-General of 
Tourism Office in Ibb said that the 
most important hot springs in Ibb are 
as follows:
- Al-Sahair in Odain district
- Bahri Mountain hot spring also in 
Odain district
- Al-Aslum in Hazm Odain district 
Moreover, there are many hot springs 
in al-Qafar district such as Jubran, al- 
Dhafad’a, al-Adib and Ali al-Asfal hot 
springs. These are small hot springs 
which are usually used by the inhabi­
tants of those districts.

Hot springs in Hodaidah
Mr. Abdulah al-Kuli, Director of 
Tourism Office in Hodaidah, noted that 
the al-Sukhnah hot spring is the most 
significant one in Hodaidah. He further 
added that Imam Ahmed used to go to 
this hot spring for treating rheumatism 
from which he was suffering.

Moreover, Imam Ahmed ordered the 
establishment of a palace consisting of 
many residential sections and a recep­
tion section as well. In addition several 
facilities were created such as offices 
for the army, a building for cable serv­
ices, a mosque and a small airfield.

Hot springs in Lahaj
Mr. Mohammed Abdurahman Ahmed 
said that the Governorate of Lahaj 
enjoys many natural and tourist attrac­
tions. He added that many areas at the 
Governorate could be turned to natural 
conservation owing to the availability 
of rare wild plants, birds and animals.
As far as the hot springs in Lahaj is 
concerned, there are many hot springs 
in the Governorate like Shara’ah hot 
spring in the Halimene district which is 
visited by many people for medication 
purposes. Moreover, this hot spring has 
became a locality for holding cultural 
and artistic festivals.
Another hot spring here is al-Ayumi 
hot springs in Karesh in Qabitah dis­
trict which is also visited by many peo­
ple, although it is primitive and needs 
many facilities. Moreover, this site is a 
good attraction for recreation and 
spending vacations.

Hot springs in Dhale’a
The Governorate of Dhale’a has many 
hot springs, the most important which 
is al-Darwesh, al-Hassan, al-Imam and 
Atef hot springs. An issue of major 
concern is that these hot springs are 
misused and some day they may entire­
ly become drained.
A committee from the Parliament has 
previously visited the area and the hot 
springs there and reported its findings 
to the cabinet. The recommendations 
of the committee stressed the necessity 
to rescue and invest the hot springs 
there, particularly Damet hot spring. 
The report produced by the committee

is a good one and its recommendations 
should be taken into account.

How to boost tourism for medical 
purposes?
Tourism for medical purposes is still so 
primitive in Yemen and unorganized. 
Moreover, the hot springs-goers are 
usually ordinary people who believe 
that these hot springs are beneficial for 
them. Yet it seems that Imam Ahmed is 
the only important personality who 
sought treatment in a Yemeni hot 
spring and this could be the reason

behind the negligence of the hot 
springs. Furthermore, neither the pub­
lic nor the private sector enterprises 
has attempted to invest in hot springs, 
despite their potential earnings.
Similarly, there are so many defects 
regarding the publicizing of these hot 
springs which is completely absent. 
Thus, the government has to attach 
importance to this resource, on the one 
hand, and the people themselves have 
to be aware of their importance and 
how to preserve such natural gifts, on 
the other.

Mohammed 
Abdurahman

Abdulqawi Sallim Abdulah al-Kuli

Health 13
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Ibb: The Old City in The Lap of 
The Green Province

T
he old city of Ibb is con­
sidered one of the most 
ancient cities in Yemen. It 
occupies a very important 
strategic location com­

pared to the other cities of the Republic 
and was known as al-Thagah city. The 
remains of archaeological landmarks 
are still present and historical sources 
indicate that the old part of Ibb city 
belongs to the Islamic era. During 
ancient periods, Ibb was a big trade 
center. There is also a historical 
mosque which is dating back from the 
ancient period of the Caliph, Omar bin 
al-Khatab.
The city's glory coincided with the old 
period of al-Solayh estate in Jibla city. 
The historical landmarks of both cities 
are still evident and, as mentioned 
before, Ibb is supposed to be one of the 
most ancient cities in Yemen as are old 
Sana’a and Shibam. If we look at the 
historical and archaeological land­
marks of Ibb cities, we are able to 
understand the city's real history and 
traditions.
The old city is surrounded by a long 
wall and its access is gained by five 
gates: al-Nasier, Sonbal, al-Kabeer, 
Rayha, and al-Rakizah. The buildings 
of the city were made of strong vol­
canic rocks as limestone had not been 
used yet in these constructions. They 
all share a same style called 
‘Kamariah’ but with some variations. 
The city include several historical 
houses such as al-Thagah, al-Hamam, 
al-Qalam, al-Sabse, Safier, al-Hakeem, 
Aqeel, al-Shoja'a and Dolmah house. 
The beauty of the city attracts visitors, 
arises their curiosity, and reminds them 
of memories of a glorious heritage. 
One who walked through its pastures, 
saw waterfalls, fountains and wan­
dered about the old fascinating views 
and that fragrant perfume coming from 
the gardens as well. But, everything is 
changing, as people are not paying 
attention anymore to those historical 
landmarks. However, the dreamy city, 
still preserves its beautiful face through 

numerous archaeological sites.
As I mentioned above, the old city 
attracts many visitors and researchers 
because of its beauty. Yemen Times 
journalist. Mr. Ibrahim Addahan, con­
ducted an interview with a French 
researcher and asked him the following 
questions.

Q: Could you please introduce your­
self to us?
A: Well. I am Didier Granger, 28 years 
old. and I am single. I am a French stu­
dent in the Architecture Department at 
School of La Villette in Paris. I am here 
for my certificate of architecture “6th 
year”.

Q: Would you please highlight the 
purpose of your visit?
A: As a matter of fact, I came to Ibb in 
order to collect information about the 
old city. My research is entitled “The 
Relationship Between Organization of 
Habitation and Social Activities of 
Ibb”. It consist of three parts:
1 .History of Ibb, the influence of dif­
ferent civilizations such as al- 
Hymyarate. al-Solayheen, Turkish, 
India, and so on.
2.Evaluation of Housing and how peo­
ple adapted their houses to the modern 
life and to the new housing style.
3. Evaluation of the social activities.
At the conclusion of my research, I 
make some propositions to resolve 
some architectural and social problems 
in the old city and came up with the 
following:
There has been an augmentation of 
population density in Ibb while the 
sanitary system has not followed. 
There are also problems in urban rela­
tions between old and new quarters. It 
would be important to join the activi­
ties of the old Suk ‘market’ with the 
activities of the new one. My project 
seeks, therefore, to solve these prob­
lems. In addition, the purpose of this 
research is to draw attention of the gov­
ernment on reviving the city’s cultural 
and historical traditions and focusing 

on the cultural heritage.

Q: Why did you choose Ibb from all 
the Yemeni governorates?
A: I chose Ibb because it is beautiful 
region and people have the reputation 
of being very nice and of showing hos­
pitality. However, Ibb has a big old 
center and it is still well preserved with 
a special architecture that is only found 
in mountains places. Furthermore I 
chose Ibb because there no research or 
study can be found in English or 
French about the old city of Ibb.

Q: What are the major things that 
attract you in Ibb?
A: The things that attract me in Ibb are 
the kindness of the people and the sim­
plicity of their style of living. Besides, 
the green colour which covers the 
mountains brought the most my atten­
tion.

Q: What are the outcomes of your 
visit?
A: During my five-month stay in 
Yemen, I have learnt a lot. For 
instance, I studies the Arabic 
Language, which helped me to find a 
job in rehabilitation of ancient build­
ings in the country. In other words, it is 
important because it helps me to under­
stand another culture as well as con­

front my own culture and my knowl­
edge with an Arabic culture. Besides 
that, I learnt how practically to build 
something.

Q: What are the obstacles you faced 
through your research?
A: At the beginning of my research, 
my level of Arabic language was not 
insufficient to collect the information I 
needed without any difficulty. In the 
same time, it was also difficult for me 
to explain the purpose of my research, 
as people did not understand why I 
was so interested by their houses or 
their jobs. In addition, I found some 
difficulties to get some information 
about the old city such as its history, its 
plants, some photographs, and exact 
statistics. Frankly speaking, my 
research was a success thanks to the 
friends 1 met at the beginning and who 
made my task easier.

Q: Have you noticed that there many 
different decorations going back to 
ancient ages?
A: Of course, I found some decora­
tions on the old houses’ facades which 
belong to ancient ages. These decora­

tions look alike the first letter of the 
Hymyarate alphabet and forms of some 
arches seem to have an Indian influ­
ence.

Q: Do you think that there are simi­
larities between Yemeni civilization 
and French civilization?
A: Architecture in Ibb is completely 
different with all kinds of architecture 
in France. French people used also 
stones or bricks, but the work of stone 
and brick are different. You can find 
similarities in some constructions in 
the south of Spain as the roofs, for 
example, are flat. They mix wood­
beam and stone. In fact, the architec­
ture of Ibb is unique. You can not find 
any place similar to Ibb in the world. It 
is famous in France because of that.

Q: Being your second visit, how did 
you find Yemeni people?
A: Actually, 1 am not exaggerating if I 
say that the Yemeni people are helpful, 
friendly and showing high hospitality. I 
find very easy to make contact with 
people who help me in everything. 
Therefore, I love Yemeni people, as 
well as their music, their conversations 

and their culture.

Q: Through your visit and your 
research about the old city, do you 
think that Ibb city deserve the same 
concern given to Sana’a city?
A: The old city of Ibb is considered as 
a treasure. It is very important for peo­
ple to preserve the story and the birth 
of their town because it is essential for 
the world’s culture. If people maintain 
their constructions, they will remain 
intact for a long time. As far as I know, 
the living conditions in the old houses 
is better than living in the new build­
ings which are humid, cold, and hot in 
the same time.

Q: Any thing you want to say fur­
ther?
A: To conclude, I would like to thank 
the Yemen Times for giving me this 
chance to tell my opinion about the old 
city of Ibb and I also thank Mr.Safwan 
al-Showiter, Laurent Lavall, Laura 
Mistral and my sponsors (France repre­
sented in Architecture & Development 
and Yemen represented in CFEY) for 
their help and support to achieve my 
task.

Antiquities: Countless, but not Safeguarded
Saleh Abdulbaqi 
Cultural Editor 
Yemen Times

L
ands of Yemen bury 
underneath countless 
pieces of antiquities that 
date back to thousands of 
years BC. These antiqui­

ties reflect the civilized facet of the 
country which attract the tourists to 
come in from all over the world. But 
what makes us worry is that our antiq­
uities have no safeguard to protect 
them where smugglers are leaking 
them out of the country in great quan­
tities. Day after day, month after month 
and year after year the newspapers and 
other publications should include sto­
ries telling us how the smugglers are 
flooding the foreign markets with our 
national heritage and the most valuable 
treasures they are not usually working 
in secret but sometimes in public. Had 
the law been in force the foolish smug­
glers would have not dare to carry 
great quantities of the national proper­
ties to cross the borders with them as if 
performing duties. The privates scat­
tered along the borders can do nothing 
to limit such violations endangering 
the country and its national heritage. 
Experts and other bodies concerned on 
antiquities believe that Yemeni is 
founded on countless treasures of mon­
uments and historical signs that date 
back thousands of years before Christ. 
Over half a century works of excava­
tion have been carried in Mareb, 
Shabwah, Aljouf, Raiboon, 
Hadhramaut, and Dhafar the most 
important sites of antiquities in the 
country. Up to the moment these sites- 
seem to be fluctuating to prevail all the 
treasures buried underneath their serv­

ice is if being afraid to 
be confiscated by the 
smugglers exercising 
their activities with 
the absence of the law. 
The General Authority 
of Antiquities headed 
by Dr. Mohammed 
Yousef Abdullah dou­
bled its efforts to 
sweep the dust on the 
buried antiquities but 
the efforts served the 
smugglers more than 
the nation who found 
new sources to supply them with the 
most profitable goods. Reliable 
sources confirmed that the foolish mer­
chants used to visit the sites announced 
of late by the authority to execute their 
illegal activities while the government 
is fast asleep.
There are tens of scripts that date back 
to different Islamic periods. One of 
these scripts is written in the language 
of old Ethiopia which had many com­
mon characteristics with the Yemeni 
old language. This language is still 
spoken until today in some churches 
and temples in both Ethiopia and 
Eritrea.
The variety of the smuggled pieces 
shows how complicated the issue of 
smuggling is. Smugglers seem to be 
specialized or have great knowledge of 
the value of such pieces.
Away from smuggling, another prob­
lem seems to have the same kind of 
complexion. This problem is when 
such historic pieces turned to be per­
sonal possessions. Many people still 
keep a lot of those pieces as personal 
property.
The lack of financial and technical 
means help spread smuggling activi­

ties. It is also behind the slow activities 
of excavations and weak protection of 
historic sites. It is a bit worrying that 
the role antiquities play as a tourist 
attraction source is deteriorating. Most 
of the tourists who come to Yemen are 
old. These are mostly attracted by such 
antiquities.
with the race of all regional countries 
to attract as many tourists as possible, 
long-sighted plans are a must. There 
should be more elegant and modern 
museums. All means of comfort should 
be made available at tourist attraction 
sites to encourage tourists to come and 
stay for a long time. Tourism is an 
industry and an art. And, above all, an 
important economic resource. 
Therefore, if such basic necessities are 
not made available, tourism industry 
will be more damaged in the future 
than it is now.
The continuation of roping our heritage 
and scaring the visitors with the fre­
quent kidnapping would leave negative 
consequences on the national econom­
ic. The big officials should awake to 
safe what is remained of our heritage 
the valuable treasure we have inherited 
from our forefathers.

In Memory of Anthony Quinn (1915 - 2001)

The Curtains Drawn
Hendsman Mydonose 
(onederes@yahoo.com)

W
 hen he was two 
years old, his 
grandmother sud­
denly appeared and 
changed little 

Tony’s life completely.
He lived as a poor boy. He didn’t have 
shoes almost all his childhood life. In 
winters his grandma wrapped round 
him with her shawl and carried him in 
arms in case of not to get cold...
In a winter day when they were walk­
ing they run into a black man...first 
time little Tony saw a Black!
This kind-hearted black man offered 
that this little boy needs a pair of shoes. 
But proud grandma refused and said, 
“no, he doesn’t need. Keep them with 
you!” so the black man asked her 
“there is a film of Antonio Moreno 
playing at four o’clock. Do you want to 
go?”
At that time Antonio Moreno was the 
most famous Latin American star in 
Hollywood, and his grandma never 
wanted to miss any of his films, so they 
went to cinema. In El Paso there was 
only one cinema, and he was shocked 

and surprised when he saw horses, 
train, handsome men on the screen...! 
When he was watching amazingly, his 
grandma pointed at Antonio Moreno 
and said, “He is the one! And never 
forget my little Tony, one day will 
come and you will be that man! Then 
she lowered her voice and added, “you 
will be more famous actor than 
Antonio Moreno. You will be the most 
famous, you will... you will...!
A long time passed and his grandma’s 
guess came true. Now Anthony Quinn! 
He performed great in over one hun­
dred films.
In viva Zapata he was Eupemia 
Zapapta, in Zorba he was villager 
Alexis Zorba, etc...
Anthony Quinn had a great memory in 
people’s memory by playing in differ­
ent areas and countries. And of course 
in the message he was Hamzah!
In Tango he says, “I am Anthony 
Quinn, means I am Mexican, Red 
Indian, Irish, Italian, Greek, Spanish, 
Chinese, Moslem...
I am all of them. There are the others. 
But which one am I the most?
I think 1 am from op to toe artist 
(actor)!
In his memories he says:

“I am thinking of the pictures I could­
n’t complete, people I couldn't meet, 
characters I couldn’t play, and books I 
couldn’t have chance to read.
No escape from death, and realized 
that it is coming closer and closer. Now 
I am finishing my time and I know to 
go when I am called!
Eighty-six year later...

Farewell his grandma’s little Tony!

mailto:onederes@yahoo.com


English is more important than other 
skills because language is primarily 
speech and when the human being is 
born he first learns how to speak; and 
without the spoken medium we can’t 
communicate with people easily. So, 
we find more students rightly concen­
trating their attention on spoken 
English.
However, another section of teachers 
says that grammar, reading and writing 
are very important skills compared to 
spoken English because these skills 
help us express our feelings on paper, 
in magazines, books, novels drama, 
etc. Without grammar we can’t express 
ourselves in correct sentences and we
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Improve Your English (95)
Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
Associate Professor
College of Education, Mahweet
Email: ramakanta_sahu@123india.com

I. What to Say

A Farewell Party (part 1)
Dr. Badri: Friends. I extend a warm and cordial welcome 

to you all to this meeting of our association today. As 
you know, we have assembled here to bid farewell to 
Dr. Mujeeb Al-Hamdani, the outgoing President of our 
association and to welcome Dr. Abdullah Al-Sanani, 
President designate. May I request Mr. Hamdani and 
Dr. Abdullah Al-Sanani to take seats on stage. (The 
outgoing and incoming Presidents come on stage and 
take seats meant for them amid applause of members 
present)
I now request Mr. Ahmed Azzan to present bouquets to 
the guests. (applause from members)
Let me invite our esteemed members to come on stage 
and say a few words on the occasion.

Mr. Ramzi: Dr. Badri and friends. It’s a difficult moment 
for all of us, especially for me to bid farewell to Dr. 
Mujeeb Al-Hamadani who was not only the pillar of 
strength for our Association, but a deeply intimate 
personal friend of mine. His departure from Sana’a 
will most certainly deprive me of his loving 
companionship. The Association will be poorer 
without his precious leadership and guidance. 
However, I’m happy that he is going on promotion. I 
wish him godspeed in his new station. Let me take this 
occasion to extend a hearty welcome to our new 
President Dr. Abdullah Al-Sanani who, I’m sure, 
would do his best to promote the activities of the 
Association. I’d like to assure you our best cooperation 
in all matters relating to the welfare of the Association.

Mr. Hisham: Friends. As we know, all the world is a stage 
and we are mere actors. We have our entrances and 
exits. But some of us leave a lasting, indelible impress 
on the minds of many by virtue of the strength of their 
personality and rich contributions for the promotion of 
the common cause. I’m sure you’d all bear me out that 
Dr. Al-Hamadani had such a charismatic personality 
and a vision. Sir, we'll all deeply miss you. Let me 
conclude by wishing you and your family all happiness 
and prosperity. I also welcome Dr. Abdullah to our 
midst.

Mr. Jalal: Friends. This moment gives me mixed feelings. 
On the one hand we are going to miss an active, 
dynamic and energetic leader of the caliber of Mr. 
Mujeeb who, in my opinion, was not an individual, but 
an institution himself. At the same time we look 
forward to the dynamic stewardship of Dr. Abdullah.

Mr. Tawfeek: Words stand mute to adequately articulate 
my feelings on this occasion. During his short tenure, 
Dr. Mujeeb achieved phenomenal success for the 
organization. Some of us are less than equal. Some are 
equal and a few are more than equal to the 
responsibility enjoined upon them. Mr. Mujeeb 
belongs to the last category. He found the organization 
brick and left it marble. Sir, you will remain a living 
model for us. I take this occasion to cordially welcome 
our new Head who is endowed with many sterling 
qualities of head and heart. We expect a lot from him 
in future.

II. How to say it correctly
Correct the errors, if any, in the following sentences
1. The breakfast should be light, but breakfast I took this

morning was heavy.
2. The honesty is one of the choicest gifts.
3. The summer is a hot season but summer of last year 

was very hot.
4. Dr. Abdullah is a honor to the teaching profession.
5. I attend the college everyday.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. Dickens is famous as a novelist and an essayist.
2. The Islamic culture assigns the highest position to 

charity.
3. He is a greater statesman than administrator.
4. The coffee of Yemen is sent to other countries
5. The gold of South Africa is exported to many 

countries.

III. How to express it in one word
1. Relating to sky or heaven.
2. State of being unmarried.
3. Consisting of cells
4. Plastic substance used for making photographic films
5. Substance that forms the chief part of all plants and 

trees.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. Soldiers who fight on horse back: cavalry
2. Hollow place in the side of the hill: cave
3. Inside overhead lining of a room: ceiling
4. Area of land where the dead are buried: cemetery
5. Monum put up in memory of a person buried 

elsewhere: cenotaph

IV. Rewrite the following sentences 
according to the instructions given in 
brackets
(i) Everyone in my family knows him (Identify the head 

word in the underlined noun phrase)
(ii) He was late by half — hour (Fill in the blank with ‘a’ 

/ ‘an’ / ‘the’)
(iii)What------ you usually------- on a Friday morning?

(Use the correct form of the verb ‘do’)
(iv) (Would / Shall / Should) you like another cup of tea? 

(Tick off the correct modal given in the brackets)
(v) They made us------- (Use the correct form of the word

‘dance’)

Solutions to last weeks questions
(1) If you go to Malay, you will find rubber plantations
(2) PUPIL (a person who learns from a teacher)
(3) In the word ‘feather’ the letters ‘ea’ are pronounced 

differently than in the words ‘teachers’, ‘preacher’, 
‘spear’

(4) I usually go to school at 8 O’clock.
(5) He took the teacher’s permission to enter the class.

V. Words of Wisdom
“The small curtsies sweeten life; the great ennoble it”.

—Bovee

Students and Foreign Language Skills
Rizq Ali Ahmed Al-Sanani 
Mahweet

E
veryone has a different 
level of proficiency in 
English language than 
others. It is common to 
find some students very 

good in the spoken skill, but not as 
good in other skills probably because 
they are giving more attention to spo­
ken English than anything else.
We have to strike a balance between 
these skills: spoken, grammar, reading 
and writing in order to develop an 
overall proficiency in the language.
Some teachers rightly say that spoken

can’t write what we know in different 
branches of knowledge.
Yet some other teachers believe that 
reading is the most important of all lan­
guage skills and without it students 
can’t improve their proficiency level. 
In their perception, students can’t 
improve their levels in English without 
reading because it helps them improve 
vocabulary, knowledge, and culture.
So, at the end, the fact remains that 
skills acquisition does not take place in 
an isolated, discrete way. Our students 
need to develop these skills in an inte­
grated or a holistic manner. I think we 
have to study these skills in a balanced 
way.

The Importance of Learning English
Abdulmueen Taha Fare’e 
English teacher

L
earning a foreign lan­
guage is not for a luxuri­
ant or an ornamental dis­
play of knowledge. It has 
became a necessity, a car­

dinal and an equipment to face the 
requirements of modern age.
The world is getting smaller and small­
er and we are no longer only citizens of 
our own country but also citizens of the 
one world.
Communications between various 
countries are increasing quite rapidly 
that boycotting has become a type of 
punishment in world policy. Their rela­
tions include every field of human 
activity.

How are commercial and political 
affairs, and industrial economical 
cooperations to be conducted between 
nations without mutual means of com­
munications?
The need for a world language has 
been so greatly felt that some linguists 
thought of innovating a world lan­
guage to be learnt everywhere. When 
the attempt failed, it was inevitable to 
adopt a foreign language that may have 
certain satisfying qualities to be the 
means of communication.
As for us, English is the main foreign 
language taught in our schools or insti­
tutes (selling knowledge places). This 
is due to the fact that it is spoken all 
over the world. Furthermore, English 
is the language of science and technol­
ogy. Medicine chemistry, physics and

mathematics are still taught in English 
in many universities of the world, 
because it is difficult to translate the 
language of science into native lan­
guages. More than that, what gives a 
language its importance is the people 
who speak it, and English speaking 
people are among the most civilized 
and developed in the world.
Less developed countries are in need of 
having access to their culture, literature 
and technical development. That 
access takes place mainly through lan­
guage in its written and spoken form. 
In this world the education of any per­
son is greatly defective if he does not 
master a foreign language or any other 
languages to improve himself in terms 
of teaching or communicating, and the 
students should follow them carefully.

Let's Learn Computer (16)

Moinul Islam
Academic Head, Aptech World Wide
Republic of Yemen
E mail : moinuli@aptech.ac.in

Internet-III
I

 n the last issue we talked about the history of the 
Internet and had a look at the definition of the 
Internet. Also, we had an introduction to certain 
terms associated with Internet. This time we will try 
to understand the Internet from its definition.

The very first definition says that computers are linked 
together and have an unique address based on IP protocol. 
So what exactly is the protocol? Protocol, as we know is a 
set of rules to be followed in any sort of transaction 
between two or more entities. For example if two persons, 
having different mother tongues, want to communicate, 
then first of all, they have to find a common language for 
the purpose. Similarly, if there is a financial transaction 
between two business groups, then first of all they have to 
decide the currency they will use for fund transfer. It could 
be Yemeni Riyal or Indian Rupee or US Dollar. Similarly, 
when two computers communicate with each other, first of 
all they decide which protocol they should follow for com­
munication. There are a number of protocols available to 
select from. But the goal of all these protocols is same. 
That is to ensure the communication between the comput­
ers connected. How does a protocol ensure that? To under­
stand that, we need to have an idea about the way the 
process of communication between the computers is han-

dled. For the sake of simplicity and better understanding, it 
was suggested by ISO that the entire process of communi­
cation can be divided in to seven layers considering the dif­
ferent functions or steps of communication. So that the 
protocols can accordingly be designed and developed to 
address these issues effectively. This proposal made by 
ISO is known as OSI reference model. OSI stands for Open 
Systems Interconnection. All the protocols are based on 
this model.
In case of Internet also, as this is also a network of com­
puters, it must have a protocol to follow. And the protocol, 
Internet uses is TCP/IP. It stands for Transmission Control 
Protocol/Intemet Protocol. And this is also based on OSI 
model suggested by ISO. So it is required for a computer 
to have and follow TCP/IP protocol in order to be a part of 
Internet. And when multiple computers connected together 
communicate among themselves following this protocol, 
each one of them has a unique address. This address is 
known as an IP address. So in the case of Internet also, 
each of the computers connected to the Internet (may be as 
web server or an ordinary computer of an end user) has a 
unique IP address.
How these unique IP addresses are allocated and main­
tained, that we will have look at later, inshallah.

YOUTH FORUM
The Flowers
In the garden is our happiness,
The flower have such grace,
We do not feel tried in the business, 
That is why the flowers we praise.

I always admire the flower, 
Flowers have a unique shape, 
Flowers have attractive colors 
Flowers’ power cannot escape.

In the field, in the morning, 
The plants are green,
At the flowers we are looking, 
And all the pleasure we gain.

If you look at the flowers,
With the happiness you will live,
You will have all the powers, 
And there will be no time to grieve.

Sadiq Hassan M. Assamaie

Dream of Mine
A dream I had, 
Nothing so sad
I don’t know why I dreamt, 
A dream which I never meant.

Those words coming out,
Softly from that person’s mouth 
Couldn’t I hear?
Those words of tear

Silence said something, 
But, it was hard like anything.
I had full trust, 
To hear it, was must.

Things became clear 
Though not so near.
I was surprised 
Felt as if to cry.

I came to know, 
Whatever I saw 
A sorrowful sight, 
Which was out of my might.

A thing unbelievable, 
Though I was capable 
Of knowing I thought 
Then I finally caught, 
Those words in vain 
Which had echoed pain.

A dreadful life, 
Full of strife

Pratima. T. Lakra

So long
Candidly I am perplexed about what 
should I choose, “so long” or “fare well”. 
The two words are better but I must 
choose one of them because the place 
doesn’t widen to me to stay more than I 
have stayed. I think the readers are per­
plexed a bout the place which I am

speaking about but haughtily I have to 
say that it is the university, the place in 
which I learned and the place which 
taught me how to write and how to read. 
Roundly and without prevarication I can 
say that 1 found more fathers and broth­
ers in this place and now, the time came 
to say so long or farewell to them. It is a 
very difficult moment but I have to say 
say goodbye to them because I have just 
graduated and I think that I will not see 
them again.

Fathi Abdullah Fath 
Faculty of Education - Al-Mahweet 

Fourth level

He was my father
One day, I was at my friend’s humble 
house while the darkness spread her car­
pet on the earth. Suddenly, we heard 
some voices whispering in the dark 
“how can we tell them, don’t tell them 
now, etc.” We were quite scared so we 
jumped together and suddenly, we heard 
the bad news. The news was about my 
father. He died in a car crash.
My legs solidified, my body trembled 
and I felt great fear. It was a black hour

when things turned gloomy after finding 
out that my father was killed upon his 
severe injured due to the car accident he 
made with his car. He was hospitalized 
by a group of people, but his life was not 
saved. At that moment, I remembered 
how my mother was quarreling with my 
father about driving the car and how she 
used to give him advice on driving.
The sight reminded me of the time when 
the traffic officer came to the college 
when I was a student and lectured about 
driving and the possible dangers it could 
bring to people if not handled appropri­
ately. In the beginning of his lecture, he 
wrote in bold letters a small phrase on 
the blackboard “speed is the shortest 
path to death”. So my tongue went sud­
denly shouting “speed is the shortest 
path to death, speed is the shortest path 
to death”.
To fathers everywhere I want to say, 
“save your lives for your beloved chil­
dren and don’t leave them posed behind 
you on the pavement of the streets. 
Always drive slowly and carefully.”

Fathi Abdullah
Jobah Al-Khabetarea - Al-Mahweet

THE AMERICAN SCHOOL
In Hadda, Sana’a

Where Education and Learning Mean a Lot

Why Register your child?
Top quality American Education. Certified by the Ministry of Education.
American and British teachers.
Classes from pre school to grade 12.

A wide variety of teaching and learning strategies.
Emphasis on TOEFL and SAT required by American and Canadian universi­
ties.
Modern teaching methods,

Hard working and caring environment.
Academic advisor to assist students applying to universities.
Small classes.
Teacher / Student ration 1 to 6
in-school doctor.

Facilities.
Separate campuses for elementary and high schools.
Science Lab. libraries, music room and computer rooms
Sports facilities include football, volleyball basketball, tennis, table tennis 

and a gym.

How to Contact Us.

The High School and Administration is located behind the Jordanian
Embassy on Hadda Street.
Phone: +967-1-413 375, Fax: +967-1- 413 376, Email: american@y.net.ye
Mailing address: P.O. Box 16003 Sana’a, Yemen,
Web-site address: www.americanschool.com.ye
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http://www.americanschool.c
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T
his week we offer a review of a variety of themes tackled by some 
writers and columnists published in some of local newspapers. The 
topics range between some political, economic and social matters.

Review of some analytical and critical 
articles published in local newspapers 
this week.

Al-Ihya'a Al-Arabi 
weekly, organ of the 
Arab Baath Socialist 
Party, 12 August 2001

The weekly's editorial written by Dr 
Qassem Sallam confirms that most of 
Arab information media have become 
an instrument in the hands of the 
nation's arch enemies. Arab media 
implement and propagate those enemies 
slogans and follow their psychological 
ways. Arab media have become a means 
through which leaders of the Zionist 
entity could be introduced to every Arab 
home.

Most of Arab regimes that brag in a par­
rot-fashion of slogans of civilization 
openness and dialogue are the shortest 
tracks to attaining brain-washing 
process. This Arab information has 
changed into a parrot repeating what is 
dictated on it and what role designed for 
it to play. It is confusing, in meaning and 
dimensions, in form and essence, 
between the concept of Palestinian 
authority and the Palestinian state. It is 
deepening contradiction between the 
form and essence on the one hand and 
the immediate political view and strate­
gic dimension of confrontation with the 
enemy occupying the land of Palestine. 
The editorial maintains that it should be 
made clear that protection of Al-Quds 
requires an Arab stand placing the 
nation's potentials and capabilities and 
power in service of the Palestinian 
Intifada, and the revolution through an 
Arab strategy aimed at liberation of 
Palestine from the hegemony and con­
trol of US imperialism and world zion­
ism.

Al-Wahdawi weekly 
organ of the Nasserite 
Unionist organization, 
14 August 2001

An article by Abdulkareem Abdullah Al- 
Sawsarra indicates that the present real­
ity of Yemen, under an authority taking 
a stance of a spectator towards the horri­
ble increase of population, does not her­
ald good. The authority does not bear 
the responsibility of setting up a thor­
ough program whose basic task is to 
convince the citizen on the importance 
of the organization of birth rate. The 
country and the people are situated in a 
geographical region void of huge 
resources that can meet the needs of mil­
lions of people. The authority has even 
been incapable of a better use of the 
present resources owing to the absence 
of those able to direct the limited 
resources towards serving of develop­
ment.
This situation has created hundreds of 
thousands of beggars swarming the 
streets of the main cities of Yemen and 
drove the middle class into the bottom 
of poverty. The situation can be attrib­
uted to financial and administrative cor­
ruption, prevalence of nepotism, plunder 
and embezzlement. The authority did 
not find any solution for this situation 
but to submit to conditions of the World 
Bank aimed at applying the philosophy 
of the capitalist system.

Al-Isbou weekly, 16 
August 2001

In his article Mr Ahmed Said Ad-Dahmy 
says that the policy of government sub­
sidy on commodities and services is not 
an economic or social mistake if neces­
sitated by economic considerations, 
social causes and public interests. It is 
known that the subsidy on prices policy 
is pursued even in capitalist countries. 
As for canceling that policy it should be 

based on a level of economic analysis 
and accurate financial and social calcu­
lations in a manner comprehending facts 
on impact of that decision on various 
economic and social aspects provided 
that it serves the economic and social 
requisites and not to cause destroying 
effects on social and economic develop­
ment.
It is unjust and economically unaccept­
able to keep the citizen bear the bill of 
the costs of squander , corruption , eco­
nomic inefficiency and administrative 
incompetence. It is also unjust that the 
financial burden be reflected in the form 
of pricing the produced commodities 
and services with rates much bigger than 
the real costs that are economically jus­
tified.
The writer concludes that putting an end 
to coercive, random and economically 
unjustifiable pricing makes it imperative 
on part of concerned sides to entrust the 
central apparatus for audition to study 
elements of the real not the actual costs. 
Commodities and services intended to 
have the subsidy lifted from them 
should be then priced on a realistic and 
objective basis.

Ash-Shumou weekly 18 
August 2001

A front page editorial mentions that the 
incident of kidnapping the German trade 
attache has almost entered its fourth 
week while much uncertainty is still 
engulfing the issues which the most 
complicated one since the emergence of 
kidnapping foreigners in this country.
It is evident that after the recent incident 
the issue of kidnapping has taken anoth­
er turn unlike the familiar one. It has 
been familiar that groups of tribesmen 
carry out the kidnapping of foreigners 
with the aim of forcing the government 
respond to their demands pertaining to 
having projects implemented in their 
regions or to obtain certain amounts of 
money. Now the matter has gone beyond 
being merely tribal incidents. The matter 
seems to be organized and planned from 
abroad. And here lies the danger. During 
the past year Yemen has been an arena 
for world intelligence conflict especially 

after the arrival of successive teams 
from US intelligence and the FBI. There 
is also a feverish US-European competi­
tion in the region embodied in particular 
in the American-French-British compe­
tition and recently German with the aim 
of securing their interests, as this region 
entertains a strategic importance.

26 September weekly, 
organ of Yemen Armed 
Forces, 16 August 2001

The political editor of the weekly 
affirms in an article that the successive 
official visits to Yemen by Arab and 
friendly delegations prove the big status 
and importance of Yemen at Arab, 
regional and international levels based 
on its balanced foreign relations Strate­
gy.
Successes and achievements and politi­
cal, democratic and economic changes 
realized by our country have given it 
more respect and consideration at the 
international community.
Within this context comes the visit to 
Yemen by the Malaysian prime minister 
Mahatir Mohammed accompanied by a 
number of ministers, members of parlia­
ment and businessmen. In the same con­
text also comes the visit of the Japanese 
Parliamentary secretary for foreign 
affairs at the ministry of foreign affairs 
Ms Maruya Kaori. The visit represents a 
quantitative transfer in our country's 
relationship with Japan, politically, eco­
nomically and culturally. Moreover, the 
visit of the US military delegation head­
ed by General Tommy Frank, command­
er of the US forces in the Gulf can also 
be categorized under the increasing 
importance entertained by Yemen 
among its sisterly and friendly coun­
tries.

Ath-Thawri weekly, organ of the YSP 
16 August 2001

Mr Taha Al-A'ameri says in an article 
that in its political and information 
address the American Administration 
describes whoever differs with it and 
refuses its hegemony as " terrorist" or an 
ally of terrorists. In this country there 
are those who follow this same logic and 
embody this sadistic culture. They 
would not only detest transparency but 
also deal with its advocates in an 
amount of ridicule and rancor, granting 
them titles such as traitors or belittling 
their patriotism and suspecting their 
affiliation. If for instance you express 
your views and convictions publicly and 
they happen to be contradictory to those 
of decision-makers you are going to be 
classified among enemies of the home­
land and the people and the revolution. 
If you venture to describe the regime as 
tribal and backward you are to be 
deemed as rancorous and mercenary.
The writer mentions several instances 
about the regime's responses to critical 
remarks made by citizens accompanied 
with adjectives given to them. He then 
concludes that the revolution has lost all 
its republican aims and values and after 
that unity, democracy and partisan life. 
The citizen in turn has lost his stability 
in a country changed into a country 
estate for big thieves and vampires.

Sawt Al-Mua'radha 
weekly 16 August 2001.

Mr Mohammed Al-Uzaizi has written an 
article titled " Establishment of 
Normalization Culture at the Time of 
Intifadha", confirming that Arab and 
Islamic boycott of commodities pro­
duced and marketed by companies and 
firms supporting the Zionist enemy is the 
minimum degree of backing up the Arab 
and Islamic peoples can offer to the 
Palestinian uprising inside the occupied 
territories. Unfortunately we have not 
yet used this nationalistic and religious 
weapon. Zionist goods and commodities 
and those of world firms backing the 
enemy are still flooding Yemeni mar­
kets. Strangely enough is that those 
companies, in collaboration with some 
Yemeni mass media and some official 
parties, are carrying out sinister acts 
aimed at influencing the Yemeni people 
lest they should boycott products of 
those companies.
The writer demands from al mass media 
in the country and both official and pop­
ular sides to be aware of this phenome­
na and acts so that our hearts be with 
Palestine and our swords drawn in the 
face of the enemy. We hope that the 
media and official sides would not pro­
mote activities of such companies or 
publish advertisements promoting their 
products in the media.

SPACETEL YEMEN
Announces vacancy for

HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER
- Yemeni national
- University degree
- PC literate
- Fluent in English
- Proven record as HR manager for more than 5 years
- Solid experience in sourcing, recruiting & selection process, staff training & development, 

job analysis, salary policy, payroll, labor laws & regulations

LEGAL OFFICER / TRANSLATOR
- Yemeni national
- Graduate lawyer with a minimum of 5 years experience
- PC literate
- Totally fluent in English and ability to translate from Arabic into English and vice versa
- Ability to provide professional legal services in various domains:

Interconnect Telecom Agreement, properties leases, local subcontractors Agreements, ... 
and all the company secretarial and corporate legal affairs

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR
- 10 years experience in construction, civil works and maintenance of buildings and services 

(electricity, water, etc)
- Wide knowledge of the construction materials and suppliers available in Yemen
- Ability to control, follow-up and supervise the subcontractors (architect, decorator, 

contractors, suppliers)
- Good English language
- Good computer skills

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
- Yemeni national
- 10 years previous secretarial experience at senior level
- Fluent in English
- Good computer skills, in particular Word, Excel and PowerPoint
- Ability to work on one’s own initiative and to communicate freely at all levels.

Qualified candidate shall submit their detailed Resume and Documents to the 
attention of:

The General Manager, Spacetel Yemen, Yemeni Kuwaiti Bldgs, Hadda , 
Bldg No. 8, 5th Floor
Tel: (1) 420 552/3, Fax: (1) 421 499

Tenders 
Announcement

Republic of Yemen
General Corporation for Radio & Television
Engineering Department
General Department for Planning & Projects

(I)
The General Corporation for Radio & Television announces the general tender 
No 2001/10 to supply equipment for the television transmission station.
Interested bidders are kindly requested to apply to the General Department for 
Planning and Projects for collecting the tender documents available on a non- 
refundable fee of US$ 500.
All bids must be submitted in wax-sealed envelopes and must be accompanied 
by a bid security of no less than two and half percent (2.5%) of the total bid 
value and valid for 90 days. Furthermore the bids must include a copy of the 
tax card for the year 2001 and a certificate of profession.
Deadline for the submission of the bids is 45 day from the publication of this 
announcement.

(II)
The General Corporation for Radio & Television announces the general tender 
No 2001/11 to supply FM radio stations with different equipment.
Interested bidders are kindly requested to apply to the General Department for 
Planning and Projects for collecting the tender documents available on a non- 
refundable fee of US$ 500.
All bids must be submitted in wax-sealed envelopes and must be accompanied 
by a bid security of no less than two and half percent (2.5%) of the total bid 
value and valid for 90 days. Furthermore the bids must include a copy of the 
tax card for the year 2001 and a certificate of profession.
Deadline for the submission of the bids is 45 day from the publication of this 
announcement.

(III)
The General Corporation for Radio & Television announces the general tender 
No 2001/12 to supply microwave equipment.
Interested bidders are kindly requested to apply to the General Department for 
Planning and Projects for collecting the tender documents available on a non- 
refundable fee of US$200.
All bids must be submitted in wax-sealed envelopes and must be accompanied 
by a bid security of no less than two and half percent (2.5%) of the total bid 
value valid for 90 days. Furthermore the bids must include a copy of the tax 
card for the year 2001 and a certificate of profession.
Deadline for the submission of the bids is 45 day from the publication of this 
announcement.
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Arabs Urged to Reveal Israeli Subreptitious 

Report on Palestinian Uprising
BEIRUT—Lebanese Information 
Minister Ghazi Aridi said on 
Thursday that the Arab world should 
do all it can to reveal Israel's subrep­
titious report about the Palestinian 
intifada (uprising).
Aridi made the remarks upon return­
ing to Beirut after attending an emer­
gency meeting of Arab information 
ministers in Cairo, Lebanon's official 
NNA news agency reported on 
Thursday.
All 22 Arab countries have reached a 
consensus to cooperate in news 
reporting about the Palestinian intifa­
da against Israeli occupation and 
aggressions, he said.

"We should take actions as soon as 
possible to deal with Israel's lies that 
are going around the world," he 
stressed.
"Israel has established a channel 
broadcast in Arabic, which is smear­
ing the Palestinian intifada. Our 
media must strike back," the 
Lebanese official added.
The Arab countries agreed in the 
information ministers meeting held in 
June in Beirut to set up an Arab satel­
lite channel to broadcast in English 
and other languages, including 
Hebrew, to present Arab causes and 
stances to the world public opinion.

—Xinhua

Angry Day Demonstration in Gaza

Israel Establishes 6 More Military 
Towers in Gaza Strip

BETHLEHEM—The Israeli army 
has established six more automatical­
ly-controlled monitoring towers in 
the Palestinian town of Khan Yunis in 
southern Gaza Strip.
Eye witnesses said Saturday the 
Israeli army is reinforcing its posi­
tions in Gani Tal settlement in north­
ern Khan Yunis. The army erected a 
movable automatic monitoring tower, 
some 30 meters high and mounted 
with a remote-control automatic gun 
that is using computer and night 
vision device.

Another tower was set up near an 
Israeli post on the Saladin road 
between northern and southern Gaza 
Strip, they added.
There were four other towers 
installed in Khan Yunis along the 
green line between the Gaza Strip and 
Israel, they said.
Four months ago, the Israeli army 
already built four military towers near 
the Tuffah crossing point and Muragh 
settlement in the Gaza Strip, accord­
ing to the witnesses.

—Xinhua

Foreign Pacifists support PalestineForeign Pacifists support Palestine

German Pharmacists Sell Drugs 
Through Internet

BERLIN_ German pharmacists have 
begun to use the Internet as part of 
their chemist's shops to sell drugs.
A online service has been launched in 
Germany to provide interested people 
with services such as advance order of 
drugs and information about the 
German chemist's shops, president of 
the Federal Association of Pharmacists 
Hans-Guenther Friese said Tuesday.
To get the drug ordered through the 
Internet, people must go to the 
chemist's shop personally with a corre­
sponding prescription and fetch it, 
Friese said, adding that it is a necessary 
step for people to buy drugs through 
the Internet.
Drugs can not be ordered and supplied 
directly through the Internet in

Germany in consideration of security, 
Friese stressed.
Statistics by the World Health 
Organization showed that one-tenth of 
drugs provided directly through the 
Internet were faked, he added.
Almost all drugs on the German mar­
ket can be ordered through the phar­
macist website, Friese continued. A lot 
of medical information and a data bank 
of medicinal herbs will also be avail­
able on the website www.aponet.de, 
said Friese.
Over 1,500 German chemist's shops 
have come into the website and the 
number will be increased to some 
10,000 by the end of the year, accord­
ing to Friese. Germany has 21,500 
chemist's shops. —Xinhua

PAKISTAN:
A Land of Opportunities

By S.R. Kazmi variety of Pakistan's scenic beauty, its Buddhist, 
Muslim and British legacies, the diversity of the 
terrain, the variety of flora and fauna, the wide 
range of temperatures, the different types of cli­
mate, and, above all, the very friendly and hos­
pitable Pakistanis, all combine to make the country 
interesting and attractive to any foreign visitor.
Pakistan ranks among the fast-growing economies 
in Asia with a 5% gross domestic product (GDP) 
growth rate. Agriculture contributes to 24% of 
GDP. It is the main stay of the economy and 
employs about 48% of manpower. The share of the 
manufacturing sector in GDP has been increasing 
steadily and has shown a growth rate of over 8% 
over the years. Cotton-yam and textiles lead the 
manufacturing sector. With the liberalization of the 
economy and the structural reforms initiated by the 
government, there has been a growing emphasis on 
the development of the engineering, electrical and 
non-electrical machinery, automobile, processed 
food and chemical industries. The economic pack­

age being implemented by the 
Government of Pakistan encom­
passes a comprehensive program 
to revitalize the economy, assign­
ing high priority to harnessing the 
potential of the agricultural sector, 
promoting small and medium­
sized industries, stimulating 
industrial growth, encouraging oil 
and gas sector development and 
arranging the growth of the soft­
ware and information technology 
industry.
Owing to the policies of the gov­
ernment to adopt a market-friend­
ly approach, Pakistan is now 
viewed as a leading emerging 
market. This perception has 
resulted in a strong flow of for­
eign investment and collaboration 
in various fields. Pakistan offers

very profitable investment opportunities to both 
local and foreign investors, and private investment 
is being encouraged in major sectors of the econo­
my. Pakistan has a fairly large market with an avail­
ability of skilled and trained manpower at competi­
tive rates. There is also a large emerging middle 
class in the country. Pakistan, due to its strategic 
location, provides an ideal transit route to the mar­
kets of Iran, Central Asian Republics and the 
Middle East.
Pakistan has a developed financial sector consisting 
of many public, private and foreign commercial 
banks and other financial institutions. Commercial 
banks have assets of over 1 trillion rupees, of which 
domestic banks hold about 80% and the rest shared 
by foreign banks. In addition to providing working 
capital and long-term financing to investors, these 
banks offer a range of vital facilities, such as remit­
tances of profits or dividends and foreign currency 
accounts. Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad have 
developed stock exchanges with an aggregate capi­
talization of over $20 billion. Hence, Pakistan is an 
attractive destination for expanding economic 
activity.
High-quality Telecom and IT services are available 
in the country. The government has waived all taxes 
on items pertaining to information technology and 
all duties have been lifted from raw materials 
imported from re-export purposes. Pakistan's 
record in intellectual proprietary rights has been 
good and there is a stable legal system that offers 
protection to all. Law and order has been under 
control. The constitution and business laws are in 
place, which provide the most liberal investment 
policies for Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in all 
economic sectors. The country features attractive 
investment incentives and equal-investment oppor­
tunities for foreign and domestic investors. 
Repatriation of capital, profits and dividends is 
fully allowed. Pakistan is proud of having an 
investor-friendly environment with single-window 
opportunity.

Palestinian Official Urges U.S. Not to Veto 
U.N. Resolution Blaming Israel

CAIRO—A senior Palestinian official 
on Saturday urged the United States 
not to use its right of veto to block the 
U.N. Security Council from issuing a 
resolution condemning Israel.
"We call on Washington not to block a 
resolution by the U.N. Security 
Council during a meeting due on 
Monday to deal with situation in the 
Palestinian territories," Ahmed Abdel 
Rahman, secretary of the Palestinian 
National Authority cabinet, told the 
Cairo-based Voice of Arabs radio over 
phone from the Palestinian city of 
Gaza.
"Should the U.S. use its right of veto, 
Israel will go ahead with its attacks, 
which would threaten American inter­
ests in the region," said Rahman, 
adding that the draft resolution calls 
for immediate end to the Mideast vio­
lence.
Israeli police last Friday occupied and 
closed the Orient House, the represen­
tative office of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization in East Jerusalem, in

retaliation for a deadly suicide bomb­
ing in Jerusalem on August 9, which 
killed 16 people, including the bomber. 
The closure runs counter to commit­
ments Israel has endorsed in the 1993 
Oslo peace accords, under which Israel 
agreed to preserve Palestinian institu­
tions that had already existed in East 
Jerusalem, including the Orient House. 
As another retaliatory operation, 
Israeli troops on August 14 entered 
Palestinian town of Jenin and 
destroyed several buildings and police 
stations.
Such Israeli moves have incurred criti­
cism from the Arabs and the rest of the 
world and the Palestinians have been 
seeking a resolution by the U.N. 
Security Council to condemn Israel for 
breaking signed agreements with the 
Palestinians.
The nearly 11 months of Palestinian- 
Israeli violence has so far killed nearly 
700 people, most of them Palestinians.

—Xinhua

VACANCIES

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) invites candidates to apply for 
the two following positions:

A) Assist. Project Officer (Water and Sanitation) based in Sana’a
Tasks:
1. Collect and analyze data for Situation Analysis, program/project 

planning, management, monitoring and evaluation purposes. Analyze 
program implementation reports and evaluate against established program 
recommendations and plans of action. Prepare tables, graphs and other 
statistical data. Report outcome of analysis propose corrective action.

2. Undertake ongoing visits to UNICEF project sites, assess local conditions 
and resources and monitor UNICEF input. Communicate with local 
counterpart authorities on project feasibility and effectiveness including 
monitoring the flow of supply and non-supply assistance.

3. Undertake follow-up action on program implementation activities and 
prepare relevant reports. Draft changes in program workplans as required.

4. Attend technical cooperation meetings, prepare notes and undertake 
follow-up action related to program implementation and monitoring.

5. Assist in identification and selection of technical supplies and equipment.
6. Assist in the preparation of country program recommendation by drafting 

CPSS, PSS and other relevant documentation ensuring accuracy and 
consistency with established rules and regulations. Maintain 
computerized program system and submit relevant reports.

7. Select and compile training and orientation materials for those involved 
in program implementation including donor and media visits.

8. Draft relevant section of reports (required for donors, management, 
annual report, etc.)

Qualifications
1. University degree in Engineering (Civil Engineering preferred)
2. Three (3) years, progressively responsible experience in program design, 

administration, monitoring and evaluation in field related to water and 
sanitation, experience in managing civil works projects highly desirable.

3. Fluency in English and Arabic (reading, writing and speaking).
4. Good knowledge of computer management and applications.

B) Assist. Admin/Human Resources Officer based in Sana’a
TASKS:
1. Advice and recommend to the Operations Officer when deviation from 

rules and regulations may be required and propose alternative solutions.
2. Monitor compliance with all Administrations and Human Resources 

system and procedures. Establish relevant control, ensure accuracy, 
promptness and appropriateness of information and reports to the 
operations officer.

3. Review office structure and operations, update job descriptions prior to 
budget preparation in line with country program commitment. Prepare 
budget and the accompanying justification and documentation.

4. Arrange with government authorities operational facilities and basic 
cooperation agreement, custom, visa, protocol, security, accommodation, 
privileges and immunities.

5. Ensure the acquisition of all expendable and non-expendable properties, 
ensuring that procurement is made according to organization’s rules and 
regulations. Control of inventory, its utilization and disposal.

6. Provide technical support and guidance to various consultation and 
advisory committees. Certify and confirm operational transactions 
through the interpretation and determination of applicable policies, rules 
and regulations within authorized limits.

Qualifications and skills required:
University Degree in Business Administration. Management or related 
field
Minimum of three years experience in Human Resources / Administration 
Fluency in English and other UN language is required 
Good knowledge of EDP applications

Qualified individuals should send their applications including a 
curriculum vitae with a brief covering letter expressing their interest in 
one of the two positions to the following address before the close of 
business on 5th of September 2001.

The Operations Officer
Sana’a. UNICEF
P. O. Box 725

http://www.aponet.de


The Art of Islamic Calligraphy 
“Calligraphy is the Mirror of those who Realize the 

Beautiful Essence of Things”

T
he art of Arabic calligra­
phy is one of the most dis­
tinguished parts of our 
civilization. Undoubtedly, 
it may exceed the heritage 

of other civilizations. It signifies the 
originality of the Arab painters and cal­
ligraphers in their wonderful master­
pieces. Even the internationally 
famous Spanish artist Picasso admitted 
to the splendor of Islamic calligraphy 
and that it had predated him in style 
and in form. It is strange to see that our 
informative media with all its huge 
potential concentrates only on the for­
eign culture and plastic foreign artists. 
Our history is richly replete with its

contents and men of genius. One of 
those talented calligraphers is Naser 
Abdulwahab. Mohammed Al-Massani 
of YT met up with him and conducted 
the following interview.

Q: First of all, could you please give 
us a brief account of yourself?
A: I was born in 1974, in Al-Kabitah. 
In January 12,1995, I was a member of 
the Iraqi Calligraphers Association. I 
also studied Persian Calligraphy and at 
that time I was apprenticed by the 
Iranian calligraphers, Fath Ali and 
Farhani.

Q: In your point of view, what are

the reasons behind your 
receipt of the First 
Certificate of Merit in 
Turkey in 2001?
A: The Islamic Research 
Center in Istanbul granted 
me this certificate which 
can be ascribed to a num­
ber of reasons. The portrait 
which I had done was sim­
ilar to the rules of the 
Islamic Calligraphy in its 
form and in its style. It was 
one of the 885 portraits. 
Yemen at that time had no 
reputation at all, so I did 
my best to represent 
Yemen through this Center 
in my masterpieces.

Q: What is the proper 
way of learning calligra­
phy, particularly those 
who wanted to be profes­
sional or amateurs?
A: The proper way of 
learning is through practice 
or by an apprentice.

Q: How do you begin 
your profession as a cal­
ligrapher?
A: I was deeply impressed by that kind 
of animal, that was, horse and my 
beginning started with that animal 
which signifies pride, dignity and con­
fidence. In my lifetime I didn't receive 
any encouragement from my family or 
from anyone, even my grandfather 
himself didn't encourage me. With the 
passage of time I began to practice cal­
ligraphy by myself. I bought a writing 
book and began to imitate Hashim Al- 

Bghdady's calligraphy. I was deeply 
influenced by his productions. I also 
apprenticed by the Sudanese teacher, 
Ibraheem Al-Fadhel.

Q: Could you possibly tell us about 
the Arabic calligraphy in its golden 
era?
A: The calligraphy at that time was in 
its pure perfection, most of the Arab 
sciences were written by hand. The cal­
ligrapher was highly respected by 
Caliphs as well as by the ministers of 
the State. Even one of the Abbassid 
State appointed Bin Mokla as a ruler to 
one of His ministers and the schools at 
that time were widely opened at that 
time, particularly, during Ottoman 
Empire. It held a prestigious position. 
There were eminent calligraphers at 
that time.

Q: Were there schools for calligra­
phy in Yemen as that in Egypt and 
Iraq?
A: Yes, there was only one school in 
our country, that was the school of the 
deceased, Mohammed Adulwahab 
Noaman. He was one of the skillful 
calligraphers.

Q: How do you comment on this 
expression " the reason of the man's 
greatness is a woman" ?
A: In my point of view, I was greatly 
encouraged by my wife and become 
one of the successful calligraphers.

Q: How do you evaluate the Arabic 
calligraphy?
A: Calligraphy is the mirror of those 
who realize the beautiful essence of 
things. The brush of the artist or the 
pen of the calligrapher is the compass 
and the ruler of his masterpieces.
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Code Red Virus Hits the Internet:
DAMAGE SEVERE!

Severe Damage to several microsoft-based web­
sites on the Internet has been done by the Internet 
virus "Code Red”. According to computer econo­
mist Michale Erbschloe, "this is the most expen­
sive virus in the history of the Internet,”.
Erbschloe said he could not estimate how much 
more the two Red Code worms will cost compa­
nies forced to clean up the mess the viruses leave 
behind.
Code Red II, the second version of Code Red 
struck organizations ranging from Microsoft 
(Nasdaq) MSN’s free Hotmail service and the 
broadband Internet access service of telecommuni­
cations company Qwest (NYSE), to the Associated 
Press news service.
When the Code Red worm debuted last month, it 
swept through about 250,000 computers in nine 
hours, forcing the White House to change its 
numerical Web address and prompting the 
Pentagon to briefly shut down its public sites.
However, even though most home personal com­
puters are not affected by the worm, Internet serv­
ice providers around the world are logging grow- 
ing complaints by subscribers reporting slower

service, especially among telephone dial-up cus­
tomers.
A spokesman for MSN Hotmail said the number of 
complaints from its more than 110 million users 
was lower than expected, despite some of its 
servers having been infected by the worm.
Both Code Red worms exploit a bug in an index­
ing service shipped with Microsoft Window's NT 
4.0 and Windows 2000 operating systems.
The worms multiply by scanning for other vulner­
able systems. After identifying a target server, the 
virus runs a program that causes a file on the serv­
er to crash. In less than a month, about 1.5 million 
patches were downloaded from Microsoft to ward 
off the worms.
The origin of both worms remain a mystery, but 
security experts say Code Red II is designed to 
stop spreading on October 1st.
Meanwhile, the worm is reportedly making the 
rounds overseas, but at a much lower rate.
A Chinese security firm told news sources it 
appears that the worm is picking up speed there, 
infecting about 100 Web sites in that country so 
far.

World’s Largest 
Newspaper

A 10-meter-high, 15-meter-wide newspaper, the largest 
one in the world, is erected in front of the Hockey 
Stadium in Helsinki, capital of Finland Wednesday, 
August 16, 2001. The newspaper, edited by the 
"Technology and Economy" Agency, informs readers 
the development of high-tech and its impact on human 
being's daily life. During the month-long exhibition, the 
pages of the large newspaper will be updated twice a 
week. (Xinhua Photo /Zheng Huanqing)

Pirate Publications 
Destroyed in Shenyang

Pirated publications included 312,000 CDs, and 8400 
books which were confiscated by authority of Shenyang, 
capital of northeast China’s Liaoning province during their 
movement against pirated publications last Tuesday 
August 14, 2001. All of those illegal copies were 
destroyed. Two road rollers destroy the pirated CDs and 
books on a street. Besides the CDs and books, 59 game 
players were also destroyed.

Xinhua Photo by Ren Yonq(AZP)

X-RAY CAMERAS
CAUSE CONTROVERSY

It seems that modern-day 
technology has enabled 
people with special X-Ray 
cameras to see through 
clothing. The controversy 
of X-ray cameras has 
caused panic among the 
public who has become 
insecure because of those 
advanced cameras.
Correspondent Greg 
Hunter, of ABC, says when 
Sony developed a night 
vision, infrared video cam­
era, several of its engineers 
— testing it during the day­
time, just out of curiosity — 
found that it could see

through some clothing, 
even making it possible to 
read tattoos. The company 
quickly modified the unit to 
take away its "X-ray" 
effect.
Now comes word that it's 
been discovered how to 
restore the camera to its 
earlier configuration. 
Hunter says the cameras are 
everywhere on the Internet, 
selling for around $700. 
People under surveillance 
assume that they are simply 
being watched by a normal 
video camera, not being 
electronically disrobed.

CHESS PLAYERS TO 
BE DRUG TESTED

You would think that if you mention 
"sports competition" and "drug test­
ing" in the same sentence you'd be 
talking about track and field or some 
of the other Olympic games.
Well, in Framingham, Massachusetts, 
the directors of the U.S. Chess 
Federations say they have agreed to a 
plan under which players will under­
go drug testing. Published reports 
indicate that American delegates to 
the Massachusetts tournament agreed 
to the testing, but only reluctantly.
Studies confirmed that certain drugs 
could accelerate brain activity and 
enhance the operations of the nervious 
system. Tests similar to those given to 
world-class athletes will be used.

Photo of the Week

Even bitches have something to offer..
A bitch nurses a little tiger and lion in a zoo in Hefei, capital of east 
China’s Anhui province August 14, 2001. The dog acts as the nan- 
nie of the 20-day-old lion and 40-day-oid tiger cubs due to the 
shortage of their mothers’ milks.Xinhua Photo by Wang Lei

NOW THAT IS BIZARRE!
(A weekly column for bizarre stories anti news)

Egyptian Marries his 202nd wife
CAIRO - If he doesn't make it into the Guinness Book of World 
Records Mustafa Semeda should at least get a merit badge for his 
efforts. The Egyptian musical agent has tied the knot over 200 
limes. Published reports indicate that Mustafa Semeda sought a 
spot in the Guinness Book of World Records and thought that 
becoming repeatedly married would be just the way to do it. 
Semeda says he first got married in 1947, that was 202 wives ago. 
Marrying that many times, though, is somewhat easier in Egypt as 
in the Arab and Islamic world, where a man -based on Islamic law­
can have up to four wives at a time. Semeda says he’s still looking 
for true love. His last wife just left him.

Introducing the Doggie Talkie
Or the "Bowlingual” according to the manufacturer. That’s right 
folks. For a mere 12,800 yen (that’s about $100) you can finally 
hear in plain speech exactly what your dog is thinking. That’s the 
claim of Takara Company. Their canine translator deciphers 
growls and yelps into six feelings: frustration, alarm, self-expres­
sion, happiness, sadness and desire. Words pop up on the device 
display, such as. “I can’t stand it,” or "How boring." Bowlingual 
also comes with a handy finger-size microphone that attaches to 
the dog’s collar.

Chaos Erupts From Top of Kilauea Volcano
HAWAII - “Is it worth risking your life and the lives of rescue per­
sonnel for a 10-dollar baseball cap?” This question was on the 
minds of rescue workers after a 26-year-old man fell 85 feet into 
the summit crater of a volcano while try mg to retrieve his baseball 
cap. Hawaii’s Kilauea Volcano has reportedly been erupting since 
January 3, 1983. Luckily, a tree broke Scott Larson’s fall, or park 
rangers say he would have fallen another 100 feet. A paramedic 
and park ranger were lowered by rope and harness to reach Larson 
and all three were raised to safety. Larson walked to a waiting 
ambulance and was taken to a nearby hospital for treatment of a 
broken toe, cuts and bruises. The team of the cap was not dis­
closed.

Man Attempts to Get in Touch With His Primate Side
NEW YORK - This New Yorker apparently has seen Tim Burton's 
rendition of “Planet of the Apes” too many times already. The 32- 
year-old man reportedly stripped down to his boxer shorts and 
climbed into the gorilla enclosure at the Bronx Zoo. saying he 
wanted to be “at one with the monkeys.” A worker at the zoo herd­
ed the gorillas into their feeding cages before the man could get 
near them. He was arrested after about 15 minutes and was taken 
to a hospital for a psychiatric evaluation.

Bizarre Laws of NEW YORK
It is illegal to shoot at a rabbit from a moving trolley.
It’s illegal to speak to a person while riding in an elevator and you 
must fold your hands while looking forward.
You must purchase a license to hang clothes on a clothesline.
It’s illegal to speak to a person while riding in an elevator and you 
must fold your hands while looking forward.
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Friendship: Hard to Make, Hard to Maintain
Nada Mansour 
Al-Shamiry 
Yemen Times

F
 riendships start by choosing them, 
spending time understanding and 
dealing with them, and working on 
keeping their friendships forever. 
The aim of this survey is to analyze 

how those procedures are implemented.
First of all, one needs to know who is a friend? 
A friend is the one who shares my thoughts, my 
good and bad times, my feelings, and would 
never give me up for any reason. A friend is 
the one who helps me solve my problems, 
wishes me the best, feels my sufferings and 
gives me advice. A friend is someone you feel 
comfortable and secure when when you talk 
to. Briefly, she/he is the one who makes you 
feel as he/she loves me more than you love 
yourself.
However, ideal friendship is not achievable. In 
fact, many claim that it is impossible to find a 
true friend who would sacrifice anything for 
you, including his life.
Hence, to understand how well friendship is 
understood among the youth, we interview a 
number of young Yemenis to get their views 
about friendship. This mini-Survey will focus 
on the misunderstanding of what friendship 
should be and not be.

Mona Ahmed Mohamed Al-Jamaly, said: 
“My best friend is my mirror that reflects my 
own personality. The strongest friendship I 
have is that between me and my cousin. I 
believe that ideal friendships do exist despite 
what is said. Only death could separate me 
from my cousin. As long as our hearts are full 
of love and devotion, our friendship will last 
forever”.

Fayz Ali Al-Hyjazy, high school student, 
said: “The true friend is the one that under­
stands the true meaning of “sacrifice”. A 
friend is who supports you when you need 
someone to stand by you in your bad times. He 
stays in touch with me and warns me when 
I’m about to commit a mistake. Friendship 
means sincerity, commitment and patience. It 
requires a lot of effort to make, but once estab­
lished it usually stays forever. I had many 
experiences with my friends and I thank God 
that all of them were great friendships. I 
believe that it’s not difficult to sacrifice for a 
friend but it is more difficult to find the one 
who deserves your sacrifice.”

Isam Al-Duais, Student at Faculty of 
Education, said: “Friendship means love, 
cooperation and devotion.
Nowadays, friendship is unfortunately losing 
its true meaning. It has become a craft to real­
ize a certain cheap goal. If we give friendship 
what it deserves, we wouldn’t end every 
friendship with rivalry or failure. I believe in 
the saying: ‘Farewell to life if there is no sin­
cere and faithful friend’.”
Zeid Mohammed Al-Hadhory, Faculty of 
Engineering, said: “To me, my friend is a 
brother and more. I really feel comfortable 
when talking to him because I’m confident 
that he is open hearted to me and all what I 
say.
The best two friendships I have taught me how 
to sacrifice and dedication to someone very 

close to me. Everyone including myself need 
the friend who is guiding, kindhearted, and 
caring who would advise me when I’m wrong. 
On the other hand, my friend encourages me 
and feels happy for me when I succeed and 
progress”.

So, it became clear that friends should get 
along with each other at least in the main 
characters "principals, behaviors and ideolo­
gies”. Each person should be a good adviser 
for his friend and a good defender of him 
whenever he's absent. Friendship must be flex­
ible to pass through problems and strong to 
face them. Being a good friend is not an easy 
task. It is an art that comes naturally and that 
should be studied because it is not that easy to 
accept any advice from any friend.
Frankness between friends is obviously impor­
tant to show how pure and sincere the friend­
ship is. Sometime being too frank may result in 
hurting ones feelings, but it is still worthwhile 
because it lets what is inside come out instead 
of being berried inside.

About frankness and how it relates to friend­
ship, Yassmeen Abu Taleb of the Faculty of 
Engineering, said: “I agree with the opinion 
that being too frank could threaten friendship 
as it sometimes results in envy and eventually 
results in insincere feelings. Later it takes to 
separation and hatred.”

Mr. Zeid AlHadhory, said: “As for frank­
ness, I think it should be limited even between 
friends, because it does not mean the unlimit­
ed knowledge of all secrets. Frankness must 
not reach the limit of naivete as it does some­
times threatens friendships.”
Whereas Mona ALJamaly had another opin­
ion as she said that frankness is the basis of all 
her friendships and she doesn’t think that it 
would ever cause any problems to them.
But what Fayz Al-Hyjazy said was: 
“Friendship is not just to confide my friend all 
my secrets, I have my own personal secrets 
that cannot tell anyone no matter how close he 
is. Friendship needs frankness, but sometimes 
it has to be limited, though".
That was about friends and what frankness 
means to them. But what about the basis of 
choosing friends? Regarding this point, 
Ma’moon Ahmed Al-Maktary, high school, 
said: “Personally, I choose my friend by pay­
ing extreme attention to his kindness, morals 
and knowing whether he has all the elements 
that would enable us to get along. I can’t stand 
a friend who gets angry easily. One shouldn’t 
be restricted to having just one friend. People 
should have the freedom to have as many 
friends as they want. My best friend is the one 
who cares for my safety, protects our friend­
ship, keeps my secrets, respects me as a per­
son, talks openly to me and visits me whenev­
er I fall sick. I can easily trust such a friend 
and realize how precious he is for me. I 
remember once, someone tried to ruin the 
friendship between one of my friends and I, 
and he succeeded. After a short period of time 
we were able to clear all misunderstandings 
and rebuilt our relationship, and achieving yet 
a stronger relationship after realizing that we 
should not always believe what is said.
I need to, however, inform my parents about 
my friends. They need to know who my 
friends are because I consider my parents as 
my closest friends even though sometimes 
they try to be too serious to be friends”.

Fayz Al-Hyjazy said: “Due to the fact that a 
person is known by the group he stays with, I 
try to make friendships with boys who have 
good ethics and are well educated.”

Yasmeen said: “Frankly, I have no role in 
choosing my friends. When we first meet and 
once we feel comfortable each other, rest 
assured, we will go ahead with forming a last­
ing friendship and try to maintain it in all 
ways. But in case a friend doesn’t want to con­
tinue my friendship, I’m not obliged to protect 
my friendship with her.”

After having a good friend, we sometimes feel 
as we need her or him to be with us all the 
time. Egoism can sometimes result in the ter­
mination of many relationships.
Ghadah refused egoism and openly said: “I 
don't believe in owing friends. But even 
though my friend surely has other friends to 
hang out with, I certainly can’t stand seeing 
her with her friends while ignoring me as if 
nothing happens.
I remember once, I had a friend who I thought 
was my best friend. However, she didn’t pro­
tect the friendship we had and ignored me for 
some time. Since then, I hoped not to see her 
again and I found it’s too difficult to trust any­
one at least whom I don’t know so much. After 
being sure that she is my best friend I will def­
initely trust her and talk openly with her about 
what I felt. ’’
Yasmeen agreed and said that she is not ego­
istic in her friendship but she'd rather be the 
favorite and the best friend of her friends.
Now. we came to discuss a new phenomenon 
starting to spread nowadays. That is the 
friendship between girls and boys, which is 
refused by most of us.
Only a few of whom I know have the ability to 
build such relationships. I personally analyzed 
and understood how girls think and how boys 
think. I concluded that boys rarely think of 
ending an innocent friendship relationship for 
weak reasons. No wonder, nowadays, most of 
my friends and colleagues are boys. That is 
perhaps one of our society's problems as they 
can never accept the way I think.
Coming to this point Gahda says: “I never 
thought of having a boyfriend because it’s for­
bidden in our religion, unless if friendships are 
innocent and based on work, etc. Even if we 
sometimes find such these relations, they 
would be just for self-interest.”

Ma’moon added: “ I don’t mind having a girl­
friend as long as she is respectful, polite, 
belongs to an honored family and well known 
by her good friends. She would be as a col­
league friend, just like my boyfriends. There is 
nothing here to do with love, romance, etc.” 
Regarding to Zeid, there is no problem at all, 
he said: “My friendship isn’t restricted for 

boys. Personally, I have girlfriends and as long 
as there is a common factor between us as 
studying or working at the same place, those 
friendships will probably continue.”
Mona thinks that friendships between girls 
and boys always ends with love: “ I don’t 
believe in friendship between boys and girls, 
as they always contain hidden feeling of sen­
sual emotions leading to love that makes them 
lose the real meaning of an innocent friend­
ship”.
Fayz doesn’t agree with Mona’s views, as he 
accepts having friendships with girls. He 
understands that sometimes boys can always 
make friendships with both genders, so do 
girls.
Yasmeen concluded:
“According to the friendship between girls and 
boys, I think they could never emerge unless 
we live in a more mature society with devel­
oped thinking and an open society.”

Finally, How to save a friendship? This is a 
hard question that we can hardly find an 
answer for. But here are some answers.
Fadia Ahmed Al-Hadhramy, high school, 
said: “We can maintain a friendship by keep­
ing in touch with each other, and by devoting 
ourselves to each other. In addition to that, we 
need to be careful of supposedly exploitive 
friends. Once upon a time, I had a very close 
friend. However, I later discovered that she 
was not that frank after all as she talked about 
me in my absence. Since then, I trusted no one 
before a careful examination.
One needs to use both the heart and mind 
when choosing. The heart alone is surely not 
enough.”
At the same point, Zeid said: “ I try hard to 
save all the friendships I have by keeping in 
touch with my friends no matter how far I am. 
I contact them by telephone, visits, meetings 
in friends’ houses, and of course, by congratu­
lating them on the special occasions such as 
birthdays and of course making sure to be the 
first to be besides them in sad moments as 
well.”

Do you believe that there is 
such a thing as a true friend 
who would sacrifice every­
thing, including his life for 
his/her friend when needed?

78%

No such thing!
12%

Yes of course
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WILL BRAZIL QUALIFY 
FOR WORLD CUP 2002?

RIO DE JANEIRO, August 15 
(Xinhua) — Brazil kept their 
hopes alive for a place at next 
year's World Cup by beating 
Paraguay 2-0 in a qualifying 
match in Porto Alegre, Brazil on 
Wednesday.
Brazilian striker Marcelinho 
Paraiba scored in the fifth minute 
and Rivaldo added a header in the 
70th.
The four-time world champions 
Brazil placed fourth in the South 
American group with 24 points 
but closed the gap on Paraguay,

who remained second with 26 
points, and Ecuador above them, 
and went three points clear of 
fifth-placed Uruguay.
The top four teams qualify direct­
ly for the World Cup in Japan and 
South Korea with the fifth-placed 
team playing against Oceania 
winners Australia for another 
place.
Defeat would have left Brazil on 

the verge of losing their record as 
the only country to have played at 
every World Cup.

U.A.E. Whitewashes Uzbekistan
4-1 in World Cup Qualifier

ABU DHABI, August 17 (Xinhua) — The United Arab 
Emirates whitewashed the Uzbekistan team 4-1 in its 
first Asian World Cup qualifying group B match here 
on Friday.
The host team played a fast attacking game and scored 
through Yaser Salem, Gharib Hareb, Fahad Ali and 
substitute Zuhair Bakhit.
U.A.E. coach Abdulla Saqr said after the match: "It's 
good to make a winning start, but we have a long road 
ahead," he said. " The victory has shown that boys are 
in good spirits and want to achieve our main goal — 
that's to qualify for the World Cup."

China Beats U.S. to Stay on Top
HARBIN, August 17 (Xinhua) — China beat the United 
States 3-1 to stay on top of the women's world volley­
ball Grand Prix Harbin tournament here on Sunday. The 
set scores were 25-18, 22-25, 25-16 and 25-14.
China took an early control and led their American 
counterparts trailed all the way in the first set. But the 
United State, fourth place finders at the Sydney 
Olympic Games, forced it 1-1 after winning the second 
set 25-22. But the quick and high-blocking Chinese 
girls surged back strongly to capture the third and fourth 
sets straightly to lift their record to 6-1 after three Grand 
Prix tournaments.
Early on Tuesday, Cuba scored an easy win of 3-0 over 
Germany here in the Harbin tournament.

Local Sport News
3rd West Asian Youth Basketball Championship
The third West Asian Youth Basketball Championship 
will start on the 27th of this month in Aden. Teams 
from various west asian countries will be participating 
in the games which will be held in special sport halls 
prepared specifically for this event.

International Wrestling Workshop Concluded
The international wrestling workshop held in Sanaa 
was concluded last Tuesday 14 August in the Military 
Sport Circle Sports Hall and in the Olympic Center. 
The workshop provided comprehensive focus on all 
that is new in the sport of wrestling and how to apply 
them in Yemen.

Workshop for Wrestling Referees
On Saturday 19 August a special workshop for 
wrestling referees kicked off in Sanaa. Organized by 
the General Yemeni Wrestling Federation in coopera­
tion with the Ministry of Youth and Sports, the work­
shop will have more than 20 participants from many 
governorates of the re republic.
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Thuraya Brings New Dimensions to Power of Telecommunications:
Now You are Always Linked, Even in Deserts

Y
emen Times has been 
receiving inquiries asking 
about the difference 
between the regular GSM 
service provided in Yemen

and the GSM/GPS service provided by the 
Thuraya Satellite Telecommunication 
Company. Whether you are a subscriber to 
Thuraya or not, we believe that knowing 
about this technology will be quite helpful 
for you to understand the new dimensions 
that Thuraya brings to the telecommunica­
tions sector in Yemen. In summary, the 
main distinction is that Thuraya has a fea­
ture of enabling its subscribers to use their 
mobile phone anywhere on the 99 countries 
it is operational in. In other words, unlike 
GSM, Thuraya’s GSP (Global Satellite 
Positioning) service enables subscribers to 
call even in deserts and remote areas that 
GSM networks cannot reach.. As a service 
to our readers, here we provide excerpts 
from Thuraya’s resources explaining in 
what ways Thuraya it is different from the 
others.

What is Thuraya?
Thuraya Satellite Telecommunications 
Company is a regional mobile satellite sys­
tem that provides satellite telephone servic­
es to a region covering 99 countries. 
Thuraya offers satellite-based telephony 
through a dynamic mobile phone that com­
bines satellite, GSM & GPS.
Thuraya was established on April 1997 in 
UAE, as a private joint stock company. The 
shareholders of the Thuraya are eighteen 
prominent national telecommunications 
operators and investment houses.
Thuraya was established to meet a demand 
for seamless coverage of mobile telecom­
munications. Its mission is to provide unin­
terrupted, telecommunications services to a 
vast region inhabited by 2.3 billion people. 
With Thuraya, users are assured of continu­
ous border-to-border coverage beyond 
boundaries of terrestrial systems and cellu­
lar networks.

What are Thuraya’s benefits?
Thuraya integrates satellite, GSM and GPS 
all in one handset. Each handset offers, 
voice, data, facsimile, messaging and loca­
tion determination (GPS). Thuraya’s dual 
service enables the user to use GSM service 
any time in local networks, yet automatical­
ly switch on to satellite mode whenever out 
of local terrestrial reach.
Thuraya service is available through local 
telecom operators. As a facilitator of 
advanced technology, Thuraya aims to con­
tribute to the development of telecommuni­
cations infrastructures. Thuraya’s satellite 
services will touch people’s lives in a fun­
damental way, allowing them to grow clos­
er, no matter where they are, and remain 
connected to their work partners and loved 
ones.

Who are Thuraya’s tar­
get users?
Thuraya’s service will be 
valuable to a wide variety 
of users: regional roamers 
to international travelers, 
international transporta­
tion fleets to national 
marine operators, relief 
and rescue crews to work­
ers of remote industrial 
sites.

Where is Thuraya?
Thuraya will be covering 
an area spanning 99 coun­
tries that is inhabited by 2.3 billion. 
Thuraya’s footprint includes the Indian 
Subcontinent, the Middle East (including 
Yemen), Central Asia, North and Central 
Africa, and Europe.
Thuraya’s services will be available through 
service providers in each market. (Refer to 
our list of service providers).
Thuraya is based in the UAE. Its satellite is 
positioned in geo-synchronous orbit, locat­
ed 36,000 kms the equator with one spare 
satellite ready for deployment as back up. 
Its Primary Gateway, situated in Sharjah, 
UAE, will act as the operation center for the 
mobile satellite system.

When will Thuraya be launched?
The Thuraya-1 satellite was successfully 
launched on board a Sea Launch Zenit-3SL 
rocket from the equator in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean on 21st October 2000.
Thuraya launched its commercial services 
in the year 2001.

Thyraya’s Mobile Satellite System 
Architecture
Thuraya-1 satellite was launched on 21st 
October 2000; on board a Sea Launch 
Zenit-3 SL rocket from the equator in the 
middle of the Pacific Ocean .It was the 
heaviest commercial payload ever launched 
and the first commercial satellite to employ 
digital beam forming. Thuraya’s commer­
cial services have begun in a gradual roll 
out in a number of countries in 2001.
The Thuraya mobile satellite system is a 
turnkey project built by Boeing Satellite 
Systems, formerly Hughes Space and 
Communications International, Inc. 
(HSCI), at the cost of US$ 1 billion. 
Designed for a lifespan of 12 to 15 years, 
Thuraya’s satellite will maintain geo-syn­
chronous orbit at 44° East. The contract 
includes manufacture of two high power 
geo-synchronous satellites, the launch of 
the first satellite, manufacture and installa­
tion of the ground network equipment, the 
manufacture of nearly a quarter of a million 
mobile handsets and the project insurance. 
Thuraya’s system has been adapted for effi­
cient operation in both satellite and GSM 
environments. It provides high flexibility in 
managing network resources through a re­

programmable satellite 
payload. This supports 
modifications to the sys­
tem’s coverage area even 
in the post-launch period 
and optimizes perform­
ance over high demand 
areas.
Thuraya’s satellites have 
been specially designed to 
achieve network capacity 
of about 13,750 telephone 
channels. Thuraya’s hand 
held mobile terminals are 
comparable to GSM hand­
sets in terms of size and

appearance, as well as in voice quality.

Satellite features
* 250-300. spot beams
* Digital beam forming (which provides for 
dynamic area coverage and optimizes over 
change in traffic demand)
* Single hop link for mobile-to-mobile

communications
* High power capacity
* Dynamic satellite power control provid­
ing * 10dB link margins
* The Thuraya system is comprised of three 
key elements - Space Segment, Ground 
Segment and User Segment.
Service Features
Voice telephony, Fax, & Data
Short Messaging
Location Determination
Emergency Services
High Power Alerting
Regulatory Data
Frequencies:
Mobile Links
Earth-to-space 1626.5-1660.5 MHz
Space-to-Earth 1525.0-1559.0 MHz
Feeder Links
Earth-to-space 6425.0-6725.0 MHz
Space-to-Earth 3400.0-3625.0 MHz
Thuraya Country Code: +88216
Thyraya’s Service Provider in Yemen:
Partners Company Ltd,



Havana (La Habana) is the
largest city in the 
Caribbean and the centre

of all things Cuban. Despite its tur­
bulent history, Havana suffered lit­
tle damage in the country's wars & 
revolutions, and stands today much 
as it was built 100 years ago or 
more. There's an air of faded glory 
about the city, as big '50s & '60s 
American automobiles still domi­
nate the streets. The city is peppered 
with glorious Spanish colonial 
architecture, much of which is 
under restoration. Havana has a 
swinging nightlife, with cinemas, 
historic theatres, cabarets, night­
clubs and music venues that will 
exhaust even the most hardened 
campaigner. There's less traffic and 
less commercialization that choke 
your average Latin American citv. 
But from the rough brilliance of Old 
Havana to its residential areas, the 
exuberant friendliness of Havana's 
inhabitants is what shines through. 
Havana is built around a harbour in 
western Cuba, 170km southwest of 
Key West, Florida. Old (Colonial) 
Havana sits on the west side of the 
harbour, spilling west into the lively 
Vedado hotel and entertainment dis­
trict. A tunnel links Old Havana to 
East Havana and its endless high- 
rise flats. The bulk of Havana's 

working-class population lives in 
industrial areas to the south 

of the 

town, extending as far as 
the international airport 
25km to the southwest.
There isn't a bad time 
to visit Havana. The 
hot, rainy season runs 
from May to Oct but 
winter (Dec to Apr) 
is the island's peak 
tourist season, 
when planeloads of 
Canadians and 
Europeans arrive 
in pursuit of the 
southern sun. 
Cubans take their 
holidays in Jul and 
Aug, so this is 

when the local 
beaches are most 

crowded. Christmas,
Easter and the period around 

26Jul, when Cubans celebrate the 
anniversary of the revolution, are 
also very busy. New Year's eve 
coincides with the anniversary of 
Castro's troops marching into the 
city, so make hotel reservations 
early and plan to danceall night. The 
Havana Carnival in late-Feb and 
early-Mar features parades in front 
of the Capitolio or along the 
Malecon on Fri, Sat and Sun 
evenings. The Havana International 
Jazz Festival happens every second 
year in Feb. Every other year; the 
International Guitar Festival gets 
strumming in May. The Festival of 
Caribbean Culture is celebrated in 
Jun or Jul, while the International 
Theater Festival is held in Havana 
every other Sep whereas Oct has the 
10-day Havana Festival of 
Contemporary Music as well as the 
Havana Ballet Festival later in the 
month. The International Festival of 
New Latin American Film is held in 
Havana in Dec of each year. Old 
Havana (La Habana Vieja) was 
declared a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 1982, kicking along 
a restoration process that had begun 
2 decades earlier in the wake of the 
revolution. Many of Havana's finest 
buildings have been converted into 
museums and there are enough 
churches, palaces, castles, revolu­
tionary monuments and markets 
here to sate the most ravenous cul­
ture vulture. Sights that should not 
be missed include the Plaza de la 
Catedral, one of the most beautiful 
squares in the city. On weekends the 
square fills with lively handicraft 
markets, torpid tourists and street- 
sweepers that turn their task into a 

ceremony. The unequal 
towers of

the

Catedral de San Cristobal de La 
Habana dominate the square. 
Nearby is the Castillo de la Real 
Fuerza, the oldest extant colonial 
fortress in the Americas. The west 
tower is crowned by a bronze 
weathervane dating back to 1632. 
La Giraldilla (as the nimble-figured 
wind-spinner is known) is believed 
to be Donna Ines de Bobadilla, 
waiting futilely for her husband, the 
explorer Hernando de Soto, who set 
off to Florida on a quest for the 
Fountain of Youth and was eaten by 
cannibals. The Royal Palm-studded 
Plaza de Armas has been the seat of 
authority and power in Cuba for 400 
years. There's a large secondhand 
book market here on weekends. The 
imposing Palacio de los Capitanes 
Generales on the west side of the 
square is one of Cuba's most majes­
tic buildings. It has served as 
Spanish commander's residence, US 
military governor's residence, presi­
dential palace, and City Hall and 
now as the City Museum. Calle 
Obispo runs off Plaza de Armas and 
was one of Hemingway's hangouts; 
today it's a pedestrian-only through- 
way filled with frivolous fashion 
stores and alfresco cafes. There are 
also noteworthy state-run restau­
rants and a lot of paladares (private 
restaurants of 12 seats or less) in 
Old Havana. There's plenty to see in 
Central Havana: The monumental 
Capitolio Nacional dominates the 
area. Similar to the US Capitol 
Building in Washington DC, but 
richer in detail, it was the seat of the 
Cuban Congress until 1959 and now 
houses the Cuban Academy of 
Sciences and the National Library 
of Science and Technology. One of 
Havana's oldest cigar factories is 
along the west side of the Capitolio; 
some 400 workers handroll cigars 
here and it's possible to take a tour. 
A stroll by the Malecon, the seawall 
skirting Central Havana's northern 
boundary, is pleasant. Havana's 
Chinatown is in the area and open- 
air barbers and ad-hoc markets all 
contribute to the lively atmosphere. 
Vedado; At the turn of the century 
Havana's American community 
established itself in Vedado along 
the Miami model of high-rolling 
sleaze. Mafia notables such as 
Lucky Luciano and Meyer Lanski 
made the area a popular destination 
for US tourists attracted to an adult 
playground. Vedado was America's 
seedy sandbox until 1959. Today 
Vedado is an active, bustling resi­
dential area, with some worthwhile 
attractions. The Plaza de la 
Revolution is a sprawling, eerily 
empty square used for mass rally. 
President Castro and other leaders 
have addressed hundreds of thou­
sands of assembled Cubans from 
the podium in front of the 142m- 
high Memorial Jose Marti. 
Coppelia, the hugely popular ice­
cream parlor and setting for much 
of the film Strawberry and 
Chocolate, is further north, as are 2 
elegant hotels: the old-world 
Nacional de Cuba Hotel and the 
splashy Riviera. The Cristobal de

Colon is Havana's main cemetery 
where an outstanding collection of 
funerary architecture that includes a 
portico, crowned by a white triptych 
that is considered to be one of the 
finest in Latin America. Miramar is 
a prestigious residential neighbour­
hood west of Vedado across the Rio 
Almendares. Wide avenues occu­
pied by embassies, expensive shops, 
lavishly restored mansions and the 
odd abandoned villa set the scene. 
Streams of late-model, mirror- 
buffed cars cruise the streets while 
Miami Vice look alike gather on the 
pavement. Covetous eyes focus on 
the posh La Maison, an old mansion 
where you can buy ready-to-wear 
fashion as well as jewellery, handi­
crafts and cosmetics. You can't miss 
it - just look for the fulanos (Cubans 
with dollars) wielding mobile 
phones and Ray-Bans. The Museo 
del Ministerio de Interior nearby is 
a must for anyone interested in the 
historical relationship between 
Cuba and the US. Inside is a 
delightful grab bag of devilish plots 
(deodorants used as silencers, 
exploding cigars, soap dishes filled 
with plastic explosive and the like) 
designed to assassinate Castro. The 
Manna Hemingway, an enormous 
residential resort, is further west. 
Each May the marina hosts the 
Ernest Hemingway International 
Marlin Fishing Tournament, guar­
anteed to turn young bucks into old 
men of the sea. Regla is an old town 
just across the harbor from Old 
Havana, is a centre of Afro-Cuban 
religions. Several famous babalawo 
(Santeria priests) reside in Regla 
and they'll happily give you advice 
(in Spanish). You'll probably be pre­
sented with protective beads, in 
which case it's customary to leave a 
donation. The Iglesia de Nuestra 
Senora de Regla is notable for its 
Black Madonna. She is associated 
with Yemayi, the spirit of the ocean, 
and patroness of sailors. Ferries 
depart every 10 minutes for Regla 
from Old Havana. San Francisco de 
Paula is just 15km southeast of cen­
tral Havana is the villa where 
Hemingway lived for about 20 
years. Finca la Vigia, his white­
washed house, has now been pre­
served as the Museo Hemingway 
but unfortunately, you're not 
allowed inside. You can, however, 
see a lot by peeking through the 
open windows, count the grave­
stones of his pet dogs and walk 
around the lovely grounds with its 
acres of high grass. Sitting outside 
the house is El Pilar, Hemingway's 
much-loved fishing boat. 
Activities: Havana sizzles by night. 
The weekly Cartelera entertainment 
newspaper is stuffed with cinema 
and theatre programs, and listings of 
galleries, bars, nightclubs and cul­
tural events. Much of the cinema is 
in English and foreign theatre 
groups often appear at the Teatro 
Nacional de Cuba. The Teatro 
Nacional is also a regular venue of 
the National Symphony Orchestra 
and there's a good cafe here, open 
all night for disco dancing and live 

salsa music. If you'd rather do the 
crawl, Old Havana and Vedado are 
awash with bars and nightclubs. 
There are atmospheric hideaways 
and plush cabarets on almost every 
street, but there are a few joints to 
keep your eye out for. La Bodeguita 
del Medio off the Plaza de la 
Catedral is Havana's most celebrat­
ed bar. Since Hemingway bent his 
elbow here, La Bodeguita has 
become de rigueur, and Salvador 
Allende, Fidel Castro, Harry 
Belafonte and Nat King Cole have 
all left their autographs on the wall. 
El Floridita, another Hemingway 
hangout, is on the tour-bus circuit, 
but this is where frozen daiquiris 
were invented in the 1920s. The 
best and biggest nightclub in 
Havana is the Tropicana. Each 
night, more than 200 stillettoed and 
scantily clad beauties put on enor­
mous headdresses and take to the 
stage. The showstopper is the pre­
posterous Dance of the Chandeliers, 
where a train of dancers, sporting 
illuminated lamps on their heads, 
appears on stage linked together by 
electrical cords. Dressing up in 
Havana isn't only about getting into 
the spirit of things; it's often about 
getting in the front door. At all the 
cabarets and many of the nightclubs 
minimum dress requirements are 
strictly enforced. This means defi­
nitely no shorts or T-shirts, and 
preferably pants other than jeans.

History; Havana was established at 
its present harbour mouth location 
in 1519 after a couple of failed 
attempts on nearby swampy land 
squelched into insignificance. The 
town's remoteness made it an 
unpopular choice for Cuba's admin­
istrative centre, but it was a perfect 
gathering point for the annual treas­
ure fleets bound for Spain from 
Mexico and Peru. Havana became 
the front door to the vast Spanish 
colonial empire and in 1607 the 
capital of Cuba was officially 
moved here. When Spain became 
embroiled in the 7-Day War 
between Britain and France, Britain 
celebrated by seizing Havana in 
1762, hanging onto it for 11 months 
and then exchanging it for Florida. 
The reclaimed Havana was then 
turned into the most strongly forti­
fied city in the New World. It was 
also allowed to trade freely, devel­
oping and growing steadily through 
the 18th and 19th centuries. The city 
was physically untouched by the 
devastating wars of independence in 
the latter half of the 18th century 
making Havana easily the finest 
surviving Spanish complex in the 
Americas. When alcohol was made 
illegal in the US by Prohibition, 
Havana (a short 90-mile jaunt from 
the now painfully dry Florida shore) 
blossomed sickly sweet into a haven 
for jet-set party people, Mafiosos on 
a mission and anyone in the mood 
for good rum, a fine cigar and some 
delicious salsa music. Luxury hotels 
like the Capri and Nacional sprang 
up against the tropical sunset, and 
Havana's wide streets flowed with 
polished chrome-and-steel beauties

requires all passengers to pay in 
dollars. Cuba boasts Latin 
America's most extensive system of 
roads, and renting a car is definitely 
the easiest, if not the cheapest, way 
to see the country.
Copyright: Lonely Planet Guide.
Useful Links:
http://www.cubatravel.cu/
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/
Note from Correspondent: I

from Detroit's most expensive auto­
motive lines. The party was over on 
New Year's eve 1959, when Fidel 
Castro marched into town and 
announced that vice activities 
would be replaced by advanced 
medical technology, a literary and 
artistic renaissance. Racial segrega­
tion was outlawed; Havana's upper 
classes headed for Miami, and the 
starry-eyed rebels gave the con­
struction of a socialist utopia their 
best shot. Results were mixed at 
best, and the city remains in truly 
dire need of a new paint job. Nearly 
100 homes were destroyed in Old 
Havana when Hurricane Georges 
rolled 'through the country in 
Sep98. Luckily, few people suffered 
injuries and the city fared much bet­
ter than the storm-battered eastern 
half of the island. Thanks to laws 
allowing more private businesses, 
farmer's markets and other enter­
prises are booming turning Havana 
into a world-class capital. 
Nightclubs, fine dining and cultural 
monuments draw thousands of visi­
tors each year. The international 
success of Cuban artists, writers and 
musicians, particularly those hailing 
from the Buena Vista Social Club, 
add an even more colorful patina to 
this increasingly cosmopolitan and 
unabashedly lovely city. Getting 
Around: From the Jose Marti 
International Airport, taxis and 
buses will take you into the capital. 
Getting around greater Havana by 
train is definitely the way to go. The 
Estancion Cristina, located a few 
kilometers southwest of central 
Havana, handles all train traffic 
within the metropolitan area. 
Guaguas (city buses) are sometimes 
called aspirinas, indicating that their 
rare appearances relieve the pain of 
long wait in lengthy lines. 
Asociaciones de Transportes por 
Omnibus (Astro) operates Cuba's 
national bus service, which links all 
the provincial capitals and many 
outlying towns once or twice a day. 
Astro buses reserve four seats for 
dollar sale on most departures. 
Apart from Astro, there's a hard cur­
rency company called Viazul, which 

always have a soft spot for the 
Caribbean - the sea, the sun, the 
salsa and the merengue. Check out 
the exotic Cuban Cuisine - they are 
sumptuous!
ABDEL HAKIM ASHIBLIE

Correspondent - ‘Travel & 
Leisure’

abdel_hakim@ashiblie.net
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New Ice-cream Factory 
Inaugurated

The economical and commercial 
capital of Yemen, Aden has wit­
nessed inaugurating one of the 
most modern factory for ice­
cream industry. The Sales 
Manager of the factory, 
Mohammed Abdulmonaem said 
to YT that the Snow Investment 
Group (SIG) has inaugurated the 
factory in Aden close to Aden 
Free Zone. It has modern tech­
niques and highly qualified stuff. 
Around (130) employees work in 
the factory and the number of
employees is subject 
to increase. He further 
said that the factory 
started producing in 
August, 2001, with 
high qualities and 
standards in ice-cream 
industry. He men­
tioned that the factory 
had draw out plans for 
sales and distributions 
for ice-cream in which 
it can meet the 
demands of the mar­
kets in the city and 
under the supervision 
of highly specialists 
experts in this field 
and according to the 
international standards 
and criteria in ice­
cream industry. He 
indicated that three

small refrigerators are going to 
be prepared for distributing ice­
cream to the beaches and parks in 
the RE and this will in turn pro­
vide new job opportunities for 
people in all governorates. 
Mohammed concluded that the 
administration represented by 
Salem Bathawab takes a great 
interest in introducing suitable 
means for the benefits and repu­
tation of the factory and recon­
sidering prices for customers and 
people.

First Childhood Exhibition hold
In cooperation with the Local 
Council in the Capital Secretariat, 
Arwa Centre for Science & 
Culture will organize the First 
Childhood Exhibition from 20th, 
Aug, 2001 to 5th, Sep, 2001 in the 
hall of the Faculty of Law, Sana’a 
University. The Exhibition will 
include several of the publishing 
houses, stationaries and compa­
nies interested in the childhood

affairs. They will introduce their 
latest publications and with rea­
sonable prices. On the margin of 
the exhibition the center is going 
to hold a special symposium titled 
“Childhood between Reality & 
Ambition”. Specialists and 
researchers in the childhood affairs 
will take part in the exhibition 
which will sponsored by P & G 
Company.

Rugged, fully featured copying for 
high-volume applications 

Proven design providers exceptional performance
A number of highly manufactured 
photocopiers have arrived to the 
Yemeni market. Al-Zubairy 
Trading Company is the sales rep­
resentative of these photocopiers. 
They are manufactured by the 
LANIER INTERNATIONAL 
OPERATION. They are charac­
terized by the following:
* Multi-position stapling
* Generous paper supply
* Paper volume indicators
* 2-1 mode
* LCD touch panel
* Auto-sort and auto-duplex
* MSF-65 Staple Positions
* A5 / Statement-size handling
* Independent insert and cover

sheet selection
* Other productive standard fea­
ture
- World-class productivity
_ Qiuter operation
* LANIER, a world of difference






