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KIDNAPPERS MAKE CONCESSIONS
Intense mediations from the Mareb 
Sheikhs to ensure a safe and quick 
release of the German diplomat, 
Rainer Berns, 55, have started 
yielding positive results.
The kidnappers disclosed a few 
days ago that they are willing to 
give concessions regarding the 
amount of money demanded as ran
som. They said that they are in the 
process to reduce the ransom 
demanded from USD 1 million to 
as low as USD 200,000. Their final 

amount is yet to be disclosed.
This comes at a time when tribal 
sources indicated that the kid
napped German is moving fre
quently from one hideout to anoth
er in an attempt to avoid any siege 
by the Government security forces. 
Even though the kidnappers are still 
unidentified, it has been revealed 
that a number of Islamic Jihad 
Movement members were involved 
in the kidnapping. However, the 
movement's leaders denied direct 

involvement in the incident. They 
did confirmed that the suspects in 
the kidnapping, Mohammed Al- 
Zaidi, plus others are indeed mem
bers in the movement.
Colonel Naji Al-Sufi, Mareb 
Governor, met last Friday with 
Sheikhs from the governorate and 
discussed possible means to set the 
diplomat free in a safe manner.
The Ministry of Interior had in the 
evening of the same day asked for 
releasing the kidnapped within 24 

hours, otherwise, the Ministry 
added, certain tough measures 
would be carried out. However, the 
Ministry did not specify whether 
force would be one of the options. 
The recent concession given by the 
kidnappers resulted in optimism 
that the kidnapped German will be 
released within the next few days. 
Berns was kidnapped by armed 
militants on 27 July 2001 on the 60- 
Meter Street after returning from 
the airport.

Adair Hints at Filing Lawsuit 
against Ministry of Oil

In a letter sent to Yemen Times on Tuesday 
August 21. John W. Adair, the Chairman and 
CEO of Adair International Oil and Gas, Inc. 
expressed his shock and disappointment at 
the Yemeni Ministry of Oil and Mineral 
Resources for removing Adair as operator 
from block (20) in the Mareb/Shabwa 
region.
“How can the Ministry remove a company 
as operator from an exploration block when 
the operator has met all of its obligations as 
per the Production Sharing Agreement 
(PSA) and Joint Operating Agreement 
(JOA)?” Mr. John Adair exclaimed.
The letter, which had its copy sent to the US 
Embassy in Sanaa and the Yemeni Embassy 
in Washington D.C., inquired about the jus
tifications of the Ministry's actions and per
haps lead to an explanation to the actual rea
sons behind the removal. “There could be 
some issues that I do not understand and 
needed to be explained.” he concluded.
Attached with the letter was a copy of anoth
er 3-page letter from the attorneys represent-

ing Adair to the Minister of Oil, Dr. Rasheed 
S. Baraba, dated July 7, 2001. In the letter, 
the attorneys requested the Ministry to 
redress the unprecedented action in the 
removal of Adair. This was an unauthorized 
action from the operating Committee, which 
was orchestrated by Occidental Yemen 
Sabatain, Inc.
In a legal point, the attorneys see the action 
of the ministry as illegal, in view of the two 
agreements which were signed between 
Adair and the Ministry that gave Adair 
exclusive rights as operator of the block. 
“Adair has fully complied with its obliga
tions under both agreements.” the letter 
states.
Adair lawyers say that they have a strong 
stand, especially that “the Parliament and 
President of Yemen approved both the PSA 
and JOA,”. The attorneys also claim that the 
actions of the Ministry are ineffective 
because “Article 18.2 of the PSA requires 
their approval for any alteration of Adair’s 
rights as operators." Continued on P2 

Shocking information Revealed in YT 
Interview with Jihad Leader

In his first and exclusive interview with YT, 
the leader of the Islamic Jihad Movement in 
Yemen, Al-Miqdad denied any official 
involvement of his movement in the kidnap
ping of the German diplomat, Rainer Bems. 
The diplomat was kidnapped at the end of 
July. However, he did confirmed reports 
published in Yemen Times that a number of 
the kidnappers involved are indeed members 
of his movement. “Islamic Jihad is certainly 
not involved in any way in the latest kidnap
ping of the German diplomat. Even though I 
cannot deny that a number of those involved 
in the kidnapping may indeed be members in 
our movement, yet their individual action 
does not at all represent our official stand as

a movement.” he said. 
Al-Miqdad also 
revealed information 
of intensive arrest 
campaigns launched 
against members of 
the movement, but at 
the same time threat
ened that it is not in the government’s favor 
to continue with this campaign. He also stat
ed that members of the movement are not 
involved at all in the USS Cole incident of 
October 2000. He claimed that the ones who 
carried out the attack actually fled the coun
try immediately after it occurred.
Full Interview on P3

Legal Lawsuit against Al-Qasemi
Last week, the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate 
(YJS) approved a request, made by some 
Yemeni journalists, to file a lawsuit against 
Khalid Al-Qasemi of the United Arab 
Emirates.
Al-Qasemi who arrived in Sana’a last 

Tuesday, burst into the YJS premises escort
ed by eight armed personnels. According to a 
statement made by the Board of the YJS “Al- 
Qasemi not only uttered words of insult and 
also made derogatory remarks against the 
Yemeni journalists who were present, he also 

went on so far as to threaten them”. The 
Board of the YJS had received a complaint 
filed against Al-Qasemi by journalists and 
staff of the YJS who were present when Al- 
Qasemi violently entered the YJS’s HQ. Al- 
Qasemi also insulted Mr. Sadiq Nashir and 
irresponsibly accused him of mercenary and 
treason.

Continued on P2

Opposition Brings 
Memo before President

Members of the Supreme Opposition Council, 
together with the Yemeni Congregation for Reform 
(Islah) brought a memorandum before the president 
requesting that amendments be made to the report on 
the outcome of their meeting with PM Bajammal to 
discuss resuming talks on the Election Law.
They stated that the article organizing activities of 
the Legal and Political committees, which were sup
posed to be formed, was inaccurate. They stressed 
that the two committees should work jointly, con
demning the report which outlines a progressive 
schedule for the Legal Committee.
The Council abandoned some of the conditions it had 
earlier set for resuming talks with Bajammal - a mat
ter that made some observers believe that it was 
dragged to accept the conditions of the ruling party 
represented by Bajammal.

Dalaq Appeals Human Rights Organizations 
Journalist Khalid Mohsen Dalaq made an appeal 
with international organizations concerning the 
protection of human rights to show solidarity with 
him and also to urge the President of the Republic, 
the Minister of Justice and the Head of the Legal 
Inspection Authority to promptly settle his case. 
Mr. Dalaq is still continuing his sit-in at the HQ of 
the Yemeni Journalist Syndicate for the 28th con
secutive day.
It is worth mentioning that Mr. Dalaq started his 
sit-in one month ago to protest against the verdict 
of imprisonment issued against him. This is for 
requesting assistance and the restoration of the 
Yemeni Journalist Syndicate and human rights 
organizations.
Mr. Dalaq stated that he received many death 
threats and that he was detained in an extrajudicial 
manner for three months.

MEW and GTZ Wind Up 
Wind Energy Study

On Wednesday, August 22, 2001, the German 
Technical Cooperation Corporation (GTZ), and the 
Ministry of Electricity got their energies together to 
produce a workshop on the possibilities for introduc
ing the generation of electrical power through the use 
of alternative energy sources to the high cost 
“Mazout" or heavy fuel oil, now used to power most 
of the generating capacity of PEC and regular diesel 
fuel, used to power most of the isolated networks of 
PEC, as well as the majority of independent local 
generating systems.
The workshop was attended by representatives of the 
various organizations and agencies visited by the 
GTZ Wind Energy Mission, headed by Dr. Jorg Baur, 
himself from GTZ's energy division, including the 
Ministry of Electricity and Water, the Public 
Electricity Corporation, the Ministry of Planning and 
Development, the Civil Aviation and Meteorology 
Authority, the Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Solar Energy Center, the Ministry of Local 
Administration and others. From the German 
side the German Deputy Ambassador attended 
and Mr. Sameer Abdul Habib, the Deputy 
Director of GTZ also attended. Cont’d on P13
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Words of Wisdom
My contact with politicians and 
journalists, both foreign and local are 
extensive. One of the points I often 
stress when comparing Yemen with 
other countries is the political evolution 
of this country.
In spite of all its troubles, Yemen is one 
of a few countries in the Third World 
which have achieved a visible 
transformation in its system of 
government and political concepts.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999) 
Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
Arab Disgrace & 

Taliban’s True Autonomy

T
 he outrage and frustration I felt by Yemeni and 
Arab citizens alike at the results of the latest 
urgent foreign ministers' meeting held in Cairo 
convinced me to write about the situation of 
Arabs today in this column.

"We are weak. We are dependent on the West in more than a 
way. We are unable to act promptly unless given permission 
from the USA. Why should we deny those facts? This is a 
fact!" That is one of the sentences spilled out by a Palestinian 
who expressed his frustration to one of the Arab satellite chan
nel recently.
The latest developments in the occupied lands in Israel are a 
very strong indication that Arabs have indeed become 
extremely weak. Arab solidarity's weakness has also become 
out of question.
The decisions that came out of the conferences were truly dis
appointed, especially as it came out with secret decisions to 
study the possibility of coordination among Arab states to 
boycott Israel. But as one observer said, "What else did you 
expect?" Yes indeed, what else did we expect?
The Yemeni side was among the most enthusiastic and excit
ed to create a common vision to boycott Israel and stand up 
strong against the aggressions committed against the 
Palestinians. Not only did the Yemeni side get disappointed, 
but according to key witnesses, it also became frustrated 
because of the calmness and peace of mind witnessed in the 
other Arab delegations. "They looked as if the matter does not 
concern them" one member said.
All in all, the current situation will be a disgraceful time for all 
Arab nations, who were unable to stand united in against all 
the challenges that are facing them.
In this particular case, even the Talibans in Afghanistan, 
whom are called extremists and backward are much better 
than us. The main reason is that they are not dependent on the 
World Bank or International Monetary Fund. They are uncon
cerned with the pressures that the West may exert. There are 
sanctions against the country, there is misery, there is eco
nomic hardship, but there also is pride and dignity, there is a 
belief among them that they are free, even if they are not con
sidered so by others. At least they can express their views 
openly without fearing the aid being halted from this country, 
or the political support of this country would vanish. This is 
why I believe the are more autonomous than most of the Arab 
countries.
Arab leaders have become quite afraid of any step that could 
damage their relationship with the West, particularly the super 
power of the world, the United States of America. Why then 
do some leaders sometimes bring a strong tone of threat 
towards the USA and follows than with no deeds whatsoever. 
This is the time when deeds are counted, not talks.
How can we stay idle when watching Palestinians in the hun
dreds slaughtered and killed and yet do nothing about it? Have 
we reached a level of forgetting the nationalist slogans of the 
60s and 70s?
To come to a conclusion, as long as we continue to beg for 
economic aid from other wealthy countries, we shall never 
have the strong and opposing stand against Israel and its allies, 
including the USA. No one can be fooled by believing that the 
USA is not a supporter of Israel. Could we try to fool our
selves by believing so even George W Bush says it again and 
again, "we are allies of Israel in the region, and we will do all 
it takes to have it secure."
It is unfortunately, truly a disgraceful era in the history of 
Arabs, and history will record it forever, with Arab leaders as 
the stars of this disgrace.
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New Installations for Liquefied Natural Gas 
Inaugurated

This coming September will witness the inau
guration of a new installation of liquefied nat
ural gas at the Aden Refineries. This is in 
order to meet the increasing demands for 
export which has a total capacity of 1500 met
ric tons. The Manager of the Engineering 
Services in Aden Refineries, Eng. Salem 
Abdullah Salem, told YT that the installation 
contains ten pressure vertical gas tanks, each 
tank contains 59 thousand gallons fully 
equipped with loading and unloading stations,

particularly for the land and sea carriers and 
the link between them and the liquefied gas 
tanks. He also stated that seven tanks have 
been already established, such as diesel, gas, 
benzene, and kerosene tanks, with the capaci
ty of 20 thousand tones. These installations are 
financed by the Aden Refineries. Salem also 
added that the Yemeni experts and specialists 
could successfully achieve the execution of 
this projects and they could also adapt with the 
new techniques and foreign standards.

Foreign Ship in Territorial Waters
An unidentified foreign ship has illegally 
entered Yemen's territorial waters without any 
official consent. The ship went on a random 
fishing and exploding the coral reef in Al- 
Khokha area. Reliable sources have revealed 
that the Yemeni Marine Army and the Coast 
Guard has detained the ship and referred the 
case to the Public Property Court. The Yemeni 
authorities have conducted an investigation 
with the Captain of the ship and its crew. The

Court has imposed a fine of $100,000. There 
were indications that the guilty parties will file 
an appeal to the Court of Appeal. It has to be 
mentioned here that a number of incidents 
have occurred repeatedly due to the leniency 
of government bodies. The Secretary-General 
of Al-Khokha has imprisoned the Manager of 
the General Fish Cooperation in the Al- 
Khokha area.

Hadhramout University Takes Part In 
Protecting The Environment

On Saturday 25, August 2001, the 
Hadhramout University for Technology and 
Sciences held a course on preserving turtles 
from extinction and also on the protection of 
National Preservation. This came after a meet
ing with the Hadhramout University Rector, 
Dr. Ali Hood Ba-Obad and the Delegation of 
the General Cooperation for Preserving

Environment headed by Dr. Mohammed 
Saeed Al-Shagari. The meeting identified the 
areas of mutual cooperation in the area of pre
serving the environment. Al-Shagari has sug
gested that a Memorandum Of Understanding 
and Cooperation be made between them and 
the University's Center for Environmental 
Studies (Turtle Preservation Project).

Art for Human Rights
The Taiz-based Human Rights Information & 
Training Center (HRITC) announced a new 
program in promoting human rights through 
arts. The program aims at using the various 
kinds of arts to raise awareness on human 
rights issues.
Mr. Ezadin Saeed al-Asbahi Chairman of 
HRITC told Yemen Times that in using arts for 
conveying information related to human rights 
will definitely promote human rights issues. 
He further added that the direct contact with 
people through theater will have a broader 
effect in enhancing human rights issues.

The HRITC started its first activities by per
forming theoretic and musical pieces at a 
shantytown for the marginalized groups in 
Taiz.
The so-called ‘Akhdams’ black Yemenis living 
in a shanty distinct in Taiz performed pieces of 
music highlighting human rights violations 
and how to make people aware of their basic 
rights.
The ceremony was attended by a large audi
ence, including representatives of NGOs as 
well as the Director of OXFAM Program in 
Yemen, Ms. Majedah Al-Sanusi .

Continuations from page 1
Adair Hints at Filing Lawsuit against 

Ministry of Oil
At the end of the letter, the 
lawyers hinted towards pur
suing a legal recourse against 
the Ministry. “If this matter 
is not redressed immediately, 
Adair will be forced to seek 
redress by other means., The 
necessary process would dis
tract the time, attention, and 
resources of the participants 
away from exploration and 
development.”
Yemen Times contacted the 
Minister of Oil and inquired 
about the case. The Minister 
replied by saying that, “the 
matter of dispute is between 
the partners in block (20) 
according to the JOA and 
other agreements signed 
with the partners. Based on 
those articles, the other part
ners who represent the 
majority decided to remove 
Adair as operator and giving 
the operation rights to

Occidental. Following this 
step, they requested that the 
Ministry approve their 
agreement. This is what the 
Ministry did to ensure that 
operations continue smooth
ly.”
The Minister also adds that 
"the Ministry studied the 
subject and realized that 
there is a real dispute 
between the partners in Adair 
itself and between Adair and 
the other partner in the 
block. If this dispute doesn’t 
end soon, it could potentially 
damage the oil exploration 
operations in the block. 
Hence the Ministry, based its 
decision of removing Adair 
as operator of block (20) 
according to the majority’s 
decision to have operations 
continue. I believe that those 
partners need to solve their 
disputes away from the

Ministry. Indeed, the part
ners representing the majori
ty have already filed a law
suit at the Paris-based arbi
tration court. Adair needs to 
challenge the lawsuit 
through legal ways and 
should not use any mediums 
not mentioned in the signed 
agreements. The court 
selected by the partners will 
consequently end the dispute 
amongst themselves with a 
final verdict, which should 
be respected by all sides. The 
issue needs no further escala
tion that could negatively 
affect any attempts to bring 
partners to a common under
standing and cooperation, 
especially that Adair still 
owns its share of block (20). 
The Ministry had acted in the 
interest of all partners, and it 
is certainly not part of the 
conflict.”

Legal Lawsuit against Al-Qasemi
He further uttered derogatory 
words against some Yemeni 
political parties” in the pres
ence of YJS journalists.
Al-Qasemi who was awarded 
the “Unity Medal” arrived in 
a presidential limousine with 
a police escort.
A statement by the Yemeni 
Journalists Syndicate said 
that Al-Qasemi met with the 
leadership of the YJS last 
Saturday and expressed his 
willingness to hold a meeting

with those journalists who 
had criticized and defamed 
him (according to the state
ment). The leadership of the 
YJS and Al-Qasemi agreed to 
fold the meeting next 
Tuesday but the concerned 
parties apologized for their 
inability to attend it due to 
prior engagements.
The statement added that the 
leadership of the YJS 
informed Al-Qasemi of the 
delay a day prior to the meet

ing. However, Al-Qasemi 
burst into the YJS’s premises 
on the next day without any 
appointment while the 
administration of the YJS 
was absent. “ The conduct of 
Al-Qasemi is totally unethi
cal, unprofessional and 
inconsistent with the conduct 
of a foreign guest. Above all 
he had committed a crime 
which is aimed at harming 
Yemen and its people” a jour
nalist said.

In the National Bank of Yemen's 
Financial Statement published last 
week and in tables No. 19-29 a 
comparison was mistakenly made 
between December 30 and June 30, 
2001. The comparison is made 
between June 30, 2000 and June 30, 
2001.

Iraqi VP Visits HSA’sG Factories
Within his tour, HE, the vice president 
of Iraq Mr. Taha Yaseen Ramadhan and 
his delegation paid a visit to Taiz 
Governorate on August 19, 2001. 
During the visit, the Iraqi VP also vis
ited the industrial companies of Hael 
Saeed Anam Companies in Alhoban 
and Beerbasha districts. The Governor 
of Taiz, Ahmad Abdullah Al-Hajri and 
the Deputy Assistant, Ali Mohammed 
also accompanied the Iraqi VP togeth
er with a number of members of the 
parliament and social dignitaries. The 
Executive Manager of the Group 
(HSAG), Abdulwasae Hael Saeed and 
the General Director of the Industrial 
Administration, Abduhlgabbar Hael

Saeed also accompanied the Iraqi VP 
and discussed with him the latest 
developments witnessed by the Hael 
Saeed Companies. The Iraqi delega
tion has revealed their appreciation of 
the level of the developments of the 
national industries. The Iraqi VP 
praised the national industries and said 
that they are highly developed and the 
products are of superior quality. It is 
worth mentioning that (HSAG) is 
exporting several of its products to 
Iraq. These include milk, various kinds 
of cooking oil and ghee to the Iraqi 
markets according to the oil for food 
program.

Ja’afari Shiite Inaugurates New 
Branch

Some senior scholars and leaders of 
the Ja’afari Shiite inaugurated on 
Friday, their new branch at Al-Nahem 
district that is located a few kilometers 
out of Sana'a city.
The new branch is the first centre to be 
established for the Ja’afari Shiite in 
Yemen as constructed according to the 
determined specifications, which 
includes wings for students accommo
dation, halls and a library.
The Shiite scholars living outside the 
country have attended the inauguration

ceremony to accompany their col
leagues in Yemen.
It is worth mentioning that the Ja’afari 
Shiite have been active in Yemen ever 
since 1986.
They have established the Al-Kawther 
Islamic Cultural Centre, and as their 
headquarters in Yemen, they have also 
established the Al-Houseeniah Centre 
in Serwah of Mareeb Governorate. 
The number of facilities is small when 
compared to other doctrines that exist 
in Yemen.

Heart-patients Treated in Italy
Within the framework of the different 
activities carried out by Amnah 
Charitable Society, senior citizens with 
heart diseases will be sent for treat
ment in Italy. In a statement to Yemen 
Times Dr. Abdallah Raweh said that 
the first group of heart-patients will 
spend one month in the different hospi

tals in Italy.
It is worth mentioning that these 
efforts are a self-initiative program 
sponsored by the society represented 
by Dr. Raweh. It aims at helping heart
patients in getting free medical treat
ment at the different hospitals in 
Europe.

DHL A New Country Manager
The International DHL Company has 
taken great interest on the renewal of 
human powers and experience 
exchanges among the managers of the 
company in all the countries. The com
pany has appointed Neil Griffiths as a 
country manger.

Galileo Yemen:
Committed to providing 

pioneering secured 
reservation system within 48 

hours for all travel agents 
through the Internet.

For more details, 
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Yemen’s Islamic Jihad Movement’s Leader to YT:

" The Yemeni regime that it should not stand in our 
way as it is not in their interest to do so"

T
he Islamic Jihad 
Movement is a well- 
known international 
organization that has rep
resentations in several 

countries all over the globe. Yemen, 
Palestine, plus many Arab and 
Islamic countries do have operational 
and active representations of the 
movement. The Yemen-based repre
sentation of the movement is concen
trated in the governorate of Mareb, 
where the movement has flourished 
since the return of the 'Mujahideen' 
Afghans in 1988.
However, the latest developments in 
the Yemeni arena, including the USS 
Cole incident, and the consecutive 
kidnappings of foreigners resulted in 
intensive operations against the mem
bers of the movement, leading to the 
arrest of many of them, who are still 
held in jails until this very day.
Abu Al-Miqdad, or as they call him 
"Devils' Enemy" is a leader of the 
movement in the Governorate of 
Mareb, and among the most active 
members of the worldwide organiza
tion. He was enrolled in the movement 
in 1983 and left to Afghanistan until 
the Afghan's Taliban State was estab
lished, and returned to Yemen to rep
resent the movement in Yemen. He 
openly states his admiration of the 
Taliban movement and believes in its 
causes.
As part of Yemen Times continued 
efforts to focus on this active move
ment in Yemen, especially that it has 
been concluded that the kidnappers of 
the German diplomat, Rainer Berns, 
are members of the movement. 
Hassan Al-Zaidi of Yemen Times was 
able to make the first ever interview of 
the Islamic leader who was not only 
very difficult to reach but also 
extremely difficult to convince that he 
be interviewed. The interview 
revealed striking information for the 
first time, and exposed the true 
dimensions of Islamic movements in 
Yemen.

Excerpts:

Q: Is the Islamic Jihad behind the 
kidnapping German Diplomat Rainer 
Berns?
A: Islamic Jihad is certainly not 
involved in any way in the latest kidnap
ping of the German diplomat. However, 
even though I cannot deny that a number 
of those involved in the kidnapping may 
indeed be members in our movement, 
yet their individual action does not at all 
represent our official stand as a move
ment.

Q: We know that most of those mem
bers called 'Mujahideen' came 
returned from Afghanistan. When 
was their return?
A: In 1990, there were 8,000 Afghani 
'Mujahideen' who returned from 
Afghanistan and since then the number 

have increased to 50,000. They 
do not usually appear unless 
they are called in times of war 
and jihad. However, let me note 
that those Mujahideen aren't 
here to turn Yemen into another 
Somalia. Our main goal is to 
have Yemen united and strong 
despite all the weaknesses of the 
government. The USA wants 
Yemen to turn into another 
Somalia but we are all against 
this.

Q: Yemen has adopted democ
racy, what's the Islamic 
Jihad's stand regarding this?
A: Democracy is a Western con
cept and we see it as a total 
interference into our Islamic 
religion. The West had imposed 
democracy on nations to get 
them out of their religions just as 
they did with Christianity when 
the West killed their saints and 
demanded to establish democra
cy to get out of religion. In other 
words, democracy is secularism, which 
is the removal of religion from daily life 
practices. Arab leaders have placed 
themselves into this democratic mess 
and have done utmost damage to their 
people. By adopting Western style 
democracy, these Arab leaders have 
become guards for the Jews. The 
Mujahideen instead are awaiting the 
chance to die for the cause of protecting 
their fellow Palestinians, who are 
slaughtered by the Jews, who are in turn 
defended by those Arab leaders.

Q: How do you evaluate the Isiah 
Party, especially when knowing that 
many of their members were 
Mujahideen who returned from 
Afghanistan as well?
A: We are common in all aspects with 
Islah concerning faith, religion, objec
tive, and principles. However, Islah 
chose to go in the path of democracy and 
politics, which is the very thing we 
refrained from being involved in.

Q: Who administrates the Islamic 
Jihad movement worldwide?
A: The Islamic Jihad movement, in 
Yemen and elsewhere in the world is 
being administered and sponsored by 
our idol, Osama Bin Laden, who is cur
rently in Afghanistan.

Q: Have you met Osama Bin Laden 
before? Could you describe him and 
his ideas for us?
A: Of course I met Osama Bin Laden in 
Afghanistan. I particularly remember 
fighting side by side with him in the 
"Ma'sada battle" in Afghanistan, which 
was the decisive battle between the 
Afghans and Russians. I used to be with 
him when he would use all sorts of 
weapons in his fights. I have personally 
seen no one in the world in courage, and 
strong faith as Osama Bin Laden. I can
not explain enough about this man, but 

in brief he was a man who defeated the 
USSR super powers in the battle that 
freed Afghanistan from occupation.

Q: Why does Osama Bin Laden stand 
against the USA?
A: The answer is simple. Just as all 
Muslims should be against Israel, they 
should also be against the USA because 
Israel is the USA and the USA is no 
other than Israel. They are the two sides 
of the same coin. Besides, his stand 
reflects strong faith in Islamic religion. 
We cannot forget that Britain planted 
Israel in Arab and Islamic soil with the 
strong support of the USA. The Arab 
armies were lead by Christians during 
the time Israel was founded. They were 
weak, and could only lead to the shame
less consecutive defeats.
After Britain, the USA now took over as 
the caring mother of Israel. It hence sup
ports Israel in its oppressions against the 
Palestinian people. It was behind the 
destruction of houses and cities of our 
Palestinian brothers. Why can't Bin 
Laden oppose the USA when he knows 
very well that the USA is the main part
ner of Israel, who is the enemy of all 
Muslims.
We also need not forget that the British, 
American, and French interference in 
the Gulf War was lead by a Jewish 
General. They all cooperated against 
Islam and Muslims. We need to under
stand that Osama Bin Laden is not alone 
in his opposition against the USA. All 
faithful Muslims stand beside him, and it 
is well known that Yemenis everywhere 
in the world support Osama Bin Laden 
in his cause. However, Arab leaders are 
unfortunately being pressured by the 
West to harass and arrest every 
Mujahideen anywhere in the Arab 

world. We, for example, in Yemen have 
not been able to understand why the 
authorities are chasing and arresting 
our members. We are supposed to be 
supported and not arrested. Do they 
want us to turn into Christians and 
Jews? We will never divert from our 
Islamic path and we shall fight for the 
cause of our religion. We are living in a 
time during which Muslims are blindly 
obeying their leaders even in what is 
seen as against the interests of Muslims 
in general.
Mujahideen are not fighting for their 
leader. They are fighting for the spread 
of the Islamic religion and they are to 
obey their countries' leaderships if they 
call for the implementation of Islam 
and abiding by its laws and regulations. 
Unfortunately however, today's Arab 
leaders seek only for their own selfish 
interests and are being orchestrated by 
the West.

Q: What is your response to the 
arrest campaign launched by the 
government against members of your 

movement in Yemen?
A: Firstly, I would like to remind you 
that during the secessionist war in 1994, 
it was the Mujahideen who sacrificed 
their money and lives for their country 
in the war against the Socialist Party that 
was then supported by Russia, the West 
and by some Arab leaders. Hundreds of 
Mujahideen were killed in this war and 
amongst those killed were pioneering 
figures in the Jihad movement. 
However, the Yemeni regime seems to 
have forgotten about the sacrifices we 
made and at the same time tried to 
ignore all those Mujahideen unlike in 
the past.
Why is the President taking back his 
words, "May Allah have mercy on every 
mother that gave birth to a Mujahid"?

He is instead sending every Mujahideen 
into prison in an effort to comfort the 
Jews and Christians. Isn't the President a 
person with solid Islamic faith? Doesn't 
the President fear death? Isn’t the 
President aware that death is in the 
hands of Allah and not in the hands of 
Jews and Christians? I suggest to the 
Yemeni regime that it should not stand 
in our way as it is not in their interest to 
do so.
The Mujahideen were not involved in 
any Jihad movements in Yemen until 
today. We do not want the security of

Yemen to deteriorate further and we do 
not want to provide any excuses for the 
West to intervene into Yemen's domestic 
affairs. We are eager to maintain stabili
ty in the country and would rather like to 
focus on Palestine.
It is enough that the West had interfered 
in the Gulf War resulting in thousands of 
Jews and Christians entering the Arabian 
Peninsula with celebrations and sympo
siums throughout the region. Part of the 
Western Army that entered the Arab 
Lands are 15,000 female soldier.

Continued on Pl5

Vacancies Announcement

Al-Hajaji General Trade Company Limited invites candidates 
to apply for the following two posts:

A) Financial & Administrative Manager
Candidates should meet the following essential requirements:
1-University degree in Accounting or General Administration 

with an excellent academic record.
2-Minimum of ten years experience.
3-Have strong personality.
4-Good knowledge of computer applications.

B) Foreign Relations Manager.
1- University degree.
2- Have strong command of both written and spoken English.
3- Minimum of ten years experience in the same field.
4- Have administrative & leading personality and should be 

physically fit.
5- Indian nationals are preferable.
6- Good command of Arabic language.

Qualified individuals should send their applications and copies 
of certificates including curriculum vitae,
Hodiedah, Sana'a Street, Tel: 238783
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Yemenia Magazine’s First Issue 
Feedbacks from some prominent 
personalities about the Magazine 

With the publication of the first issue of Yemenia Magazine, we obtained some feedbacks from 
prominent personalities in Yemen. The three following questions were raised to them :
1. What is your impression on the first issue of the Yemenia Magazine?
2. What is your suggestion to improve this magazine?
3. Do you intend to be a prominent subscriber to this magazine? And what are the most 

important advantages of such a subscription?

Their responses are as follows:

Haitham M. Alaini 
Griffin Limited

I was very pleased with the 
first issue, although I have to Griffin Ltd. 
admit that I was not that 
surprised with the high quality. We have 
become used to Yemenia’s promise of high 
quality in all that they do.

- I can’t really think of anything. I just hope 
that it maintains the standard it has put for 
itself.

- I most definitely do. The obvious 
advantage is the great coverage and the 
fact that you are associated with Yemenia, 
our National Carrier.

Assaf Maakaroun
General Manager, YCS

- The appearance was very 
good. Good quality paper and 
printing.

- Whoever did the translation from Arabic to 
English should be fired immediately (or 
shot)

- I will try one more time. Hoping you will not 
mess up the English a second time.

Walid Akkoaui
Spacetel

- We were delighted that a magazine with 
high quality of printing and contents is 
issued by the Yemenia due to its good 
impact on every sector in the Republic of 
Yemen.
Is to make the English part same as Arabic 
and vice versa.

- We will be delighted but we need to 
discuss the offer of the new coming issues.

Anwar Zhang
ZPEB International (Yemen)

- My impression is that it’s a 
high quality and super 
exquisite magazine which
introduces Yemen historically & 
geographically to all of the world. It shows 
that Yemenia Airlines has developed very 
fast and has achieved a great success in 
many fields.

- The backbone of economical development 
of Yemen is its petroleum industry which is 
now getting wider open to the outside 
world. It is our sincere hope that more 
attention will be devoted to your petroleum 
industry so that more investment will be 
attracted in this field which will, in turn, 
further boast the development of Yemeni 
economy.

- The further, close attention to Petroleum 
Industry by Yemenia magazine will make us 
a permanent subscriber.

Credit Agricole Indosuez 
Randa Shamsan 
Secretary of G. M.

- Very good effort.
- Closer scrutiny of all contributions for 

English translation (1st issue contained 
excessive errors, particularly on “Old 
Sana’a” contribution.)

- Yes, marketing the Bank’s products & 
services in Yemen and supporting the 
Yemenia efforts to upgrade its “in flight 
Magazine”.
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The Blessed Intifada
Adulaziz Sultan Al-Mansub

T
he Israeli government has 
adopted a new policy in 
dealing with the 
Palestinian uprising, rep
resented by the bombard

ment of the Palestinian sites on the pre
text that the Palestinian securities 
forces have failed to carry out their 
duties in protecting the Israeli people 
occupying several areas within the 
Palestinian self-rule territories in the 
West Bank and Gaza strip.

The current escalation is just a new 
form of the Israel oppression aimed at 
the Palestinian people and their 
Intifada after the failure of the Zionist 
entity to contain the on-going uprising 
in the occupied territories. It sounds 
that the Israelis are no longer able to 
curb the Intifada with light weapons so 
they have turned to heavy ones, includ
ing tanks, heavy artilleries and gun
ships. Although it is difficult to com
pare between the arms used by the two 
parties involved in the Palestinian- 
Israeli conflict and one may probably

say that the battle will be undoubtedly 
be in favor of the heavily armed 
Israelis, but again the stone-throwers 
have proved to be able to terrorize the 
heavily-armed Israeli occupiers who 
have been panic-stricken after the 
heavy resistance they faced from the 
Palestinian people.
Yes, dear folks the Israelis have been 
benefiting from different factors in 
their war against Arabs such as the 
strong economy they have and the 
boundless sophisticated high-tech and 
support they gain from the US have 
overweighed the balance in favor of 
the Zionist. Furthermore, the Jewish 
communities and lobbies in different 
parts of the world, including some of 
the world super powers have succeed
ed to mobilize support to the Zionist in 
the Occupied Lands.
The Intifada has convinced the world 
that the Palestinians' faith will not be 
like that of the Red Indians. 
Palestinians are capable of resistance 
and changing the balances into their 
favor.
The emergence of the operations of the 
Suicide-groups and their success in 
South Lebanon which led the Israelis 
to withdraw despite the sophisticated 
weaponry they possess. These opera
tions have started to have a magic-like 
effect amid the Israeli people who 
loves to live as much as the 
Palestinians love to die for their cause. 
The increase of Israeli violence has 
turned to a great motivation for the 
Palestinians to sacrifice more render
ing the Israelis' life to a restless battle. 
The spread of education among the 
Palestinians and their ability to devel
op themselves economically help 
enable to face the enemy with 
advanced weaponry.
Furthermore, the Arabs have realized 
that the American stand in favor of 
Israel necessitates an Arab stand 
against all American interests. The 
development of this concept will push 
the Americans to think twice of their 
decisions.

The Government
Mohammed Al-Maghbashy

B
y the term “govern
ment” we mean that 
there are four defini
tions ranging from 
expansive to narrow.First it means the government system 

or the government form. How is the 
general power practiced? This is the 
largest meaning.
Second it indicates the governing 
courts or the three powers (the 
Executive power, the Legislative 
power and the Judicial power).
The third is the executive power 
without the other powers. It is the nar
rowest meaning but the most com
mon.
The last is the ministries in which the 
parliamentary system takes place.

The government forms:
It depends on the media that support 
the power and the way it is practiced. 
Here we find that the form of the 
country clearly differs from the gov
ernment form and we shouldn’t mix 
them. Sometimes we find that there 
are countries similar in their forms. 
Either they are “united” or “com
pound”, and they differ in govern
ment forms.
On the contrary, some countries may 
not be similar in their forms but they 
have the same government forms. 
Arab countries are example of the for
mer. They are unified countries but 
they do not have the same govern
ment form, e.g. Algeria, Egypt, Iraq 
and Yemen take the republican gov
ernment form and Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia and Morocco take the royal 
government form. But examples of 
the latter we find in countries like 
Egypt, Pakistan and Mexico. They 
have the republican governmental 
forms but they differ in the country 
forms. Egypt is a unified country, but 
Pakistan and Mexico belong to the 
compound countries group because 
they are united countries.
The study of government forms took 
its place starting from Aristotle and

Plato’s days up to the present, so they 
differ in the government forms or 
division according to their point of 
view. The most important division of 
this government is represented in 
dividing them according to:
-Their submission to the law or not.
-The legal government is the govern
ment which submits to and takes into 
consideration the rights of the whole.

The despotic government is the gov
ernment that doesn’t obey orders or 
laws, and they adapt them if there is a 
need.
2- The distribution of powers: the 
absolute government and limited gov
ernment. In the former the power is in 
the hands of one person but it submits 
to the legal decision. In the latter the 
powers are distributed between many 
countries to observe each other. It 
depends on the distribution of the 
powers in the presidential and parlia
mentary system.

3- How is a country’s Head of State 
appointed? The country in which the 
Head of State is occupied by heredi
tary is called the royal government, 
whereas in a republic, the President is 
appointed by elections and for limited 
number of years.

4- The source of the powers:
-The monarchy which is ruled or 
reigned by one person. Either he 
reached disposition by heredity (as 
king, caesar or emperor) or by 
strength, like a dictator.
-The minority or aristocratic govern
ment in which the country is ruled by 
common people or by the rich, as it 
was in England.
-The democratic government in 
which the country is governed by the 
majority is the best government. 
Hence the government can be legal, 
absolute, royal empire or royal 
despotic absolute empire. To talk 
about each type of government will 
take pages. Now can you identify 
what is the real form of government 
in Yemen?

Yemeni Islamists Suspect US and Yemen Accord
Mohammed All Al-Dailami

T
he Islamists in Yemen have 
adopted more strict politi
cal addresses concerning 
the Yemeni- American 
relations as based on 

visions aiming at breaking the previous 
ties connecting them with Washington. 
During the 70s and 80s of the 20th cen
tury the Arab Islamic Movements 
worked together with Washington to 
fight the communism of the Soviet 
Union.
The Islamists in Yemen stressed on the

importance of reviewing the Yemeni 
American new relations adopted by rul
ing party in Yemen, the People's 
General Congress and USA administra
tion which might only cooperate to 
efface the Islamic activities in Yemen. 
The two democratic regimes are work
ing together to fight the Islamists in 
Yemen while claiming to fight the 
extremists' activities and organized ter
rorism. Al-Sahwah newspaper the 
mouth piece of the Yemeni 
Congregation for Reform indicated that 
USA has vital interests in Yemen not the 
very cheap oil but the strategic location

extended over long coast that is more 
than 2500 Km. which embrace islands 
scattered on the Red and the Arab seas 
and Bab Al-Mandab Strait, which is one 
of the most important sea passages 
through which huge Western oil tankers 
are passing as coming from the Arab 
Gulf Region.
One of the activists from the Islah party 
believes that Yemen is sandwiched 
between interests of the American's and 
its friends.
The matter of fact is that the Islamists in 
Yemen have not but one choice that is 
limiting the American increased influ
ence in the region. Such policies pro
moted by Osamah Bin Laden and his 
followers who made from Afghanistan 
their military and political basement to 
execute anti-American activities in the 
Arab Peninsula including Yemen.
After the attack on the USS Cole 
destroyer in October 2000, the Yemeni 
government arrested tens of the Yemeni 
Islamists to provoke them and force 
them to accuse the government by 
offering facilities to the American 
Military Navy against Iraq and the 
national interests of the Arab Ummah as 
well as its security.
The Islamists confirmed that 
Washington does not care at all about 
Yemen's democracy and the ruling 
party's respect to the human rights.
It only deals with the current Yemeni 
government just to achieve some strate
gic goals beginning with securing the 
oil wells, protecting the Zionist regime 
as their shadow In the region as well as 
hindering the transfer of authorities to 
be gained by Islamic movement or 
whatever power that is opposing Israel 
and the USA.
Thus the Islamists in Yemen describe 
USA as a friend and enemy at the same 
time. Their only aim is to fight the 
Islamic movements not only in Yemen 
but also throughout the region. The US 
views the Sudan, Iran, Hezb Allah in 
Lebanon, the Palestinian Hamas and 
Jihad movements and other Arab 
Islamic organizations as enemies 
endangering the American interests in 
the region.

With such an American hostility along 
with their hatred for Muslims, the 
Yemeni Islamists intensified their 
media campaigns and mobilization 
against the latest Yemeni-American rap
prochement.
The Yemeni political analyst, 
Mohammed Al-Ghabri, believes that 
the American administration took 
advantage of the USS Cole attack to 
spotlight on the local Islamic organiza
tions so as to arrest as much as possible 
of the Islamic activists. The US also has 
a desire to extend its military and intel
ligence influence throughout Yemen by 
imposing more monitoring activities on 
the Yemeni Islands and territorial water
ways besides involving itself in the 
political affairs of Yemen.
The Islamists accuse the Bajammal's 
Cabinet in Yemen as cooperating with 
the American administration by shut
ting down the religious institutes and to 
replace them with the public schools 
run by the Ministry of Education.
They believe that the American admin
istration is producing efforts to worsen 
the conflict between the ruling party, 
the PGC and its main opponent the 
YCR (Islah) by the thorough closure of 
the religious institutes, which enhance 
the old Islamic affiliation and strength
ens the hostility towards the Zionism. 
The YCR also accuse some parity in the 
government of upholding the US poli
cies and interests by mixing the political 
papers to undermine the activities of the 
opposition block, which can then be 
replaced with puppets controlled by 
America.
What is obvious is that the Islamists in 
Yemen suggest doubt on the future of 
the Yemeni-American rapprochement 
by insisting that Washington does not 
concern itself about Yemen but rather 
with its current interests in the region at 
the expense of Yemeni national inter
ests, no matter what. These worrying 
doubts are increasing day-by-day due to 
the latest accord between the USA and 
Yemen, which might be conducted at 
the expense of the Islamists, in their 
claim to champion the fight against ter
rorism.
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Yemen & its Relations With South East Asia
Mahyoub al-Kamali

Y
emen has a distin
guished relation with the 
countries of the South 
East Asia as the Yemeni 
traders who settled in 

the countries of the region contributed 
to the shaping of culture and civiliza
tion of those nations.
Yemen immigrants who settled in 
South East Asia established many reli
gious institutions there and also were 
the first to spread the Islamic religious 
teachings in addition to the other new 
fields of knowledge and arts. 
Therefore, Yemen has a strong relation 
with countries of the region such as 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.
Recently, a tourist group of 35 people 
from Singapore arrived in Yemen to 
visit several religious sites including 
the ancient Islamic mosques. The trip 
was organized by the Singapore-based 
Al-Qana’ah Travel & Tourism, which 
was established by Lutfi La’jam (who 
is of Yemeni origin) in coordination 
with the Adinas Tourism Agency 
owned by a businessman Bashamakh. 
Mahyoub Al-Kamali of Yemen Times 
conducted brief interviews with some 
members of the Singaporean group and 
filed the following excerpts:
Sheikh Mahmud Abdul Majid said that 
he has had the intention of visiting 
Yemen for over 30 years and finally he 
realized his dream. Sheikh Abdul 
Majid added that the he has been sur
prised by the generosity of the Yemeni 
people. Talking about the role of 
Yemenis in spreading Islam in the 
region, Sheikh Abdul Majid said that 
he himself is a student of some Yemeni 
religious scholars like Sheikh Abu 
Bakar Taha Al-Saqqaf, Sheikh 
Abdullah Bin Faqih and Sheikh 
Mohammed Al-Eidroos. These reli
gious scholars came to Singapore and 
established the Janadyah Islamic 
School and their books are still 
instructed at the Islamic universities 
and institutes up to now. Speaking 
about the historic and religious sites he 
visited, Sheikh Abdul Majid said that “ 
he visited Tarim, Shibam of 
Hadhramout, the grave of the Prophet 
Houd, the Old City of Sana’a and Wadi 
Tdahar.

While Zuraimi Noreddin, another 
Singaporean, said that “ he visited 
many places in Yemen including 
Mareb and added that he was extreme
ly amused by the ancient sites he visit
ed.
Mostly all the members of the 
Singaporean tourist group expressed 
their willingness to visit Yemen once

more and said that they will call their 
friends in Singapore to visit Yemen to 
see the spectacular scenes and the 
ancient historic sites in Yemen. 
Furthermore, they complained of the 
unavailability of tourist guides who are 
well-informed about the Islamic and 
the archeological sites.
Sallem Ba’abid the Executive Manger

of Adinas Tourism Agency said that the 
visit of the group to Yemen is the first 
one by his agency and added that the 
Yemen is a very important destination 
for South East Asians due to the avail
ability of so many religious sites. 
Ba’abid added that another tourist 
group from Singapore will be visiting 
Yemen soon.

Group of Singaporeans tourists visit Prophet Houd’s Shrine

Same group touring the Temple of Sun in Mareb

SPACETEL YEMEN
Announces vacancy for

HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER
- Yemeni national
- University degree
- PC literate
- Fluent in English
- Proven record as HR manager for more than 5 years
- Solid experience in sourcing, recruiting & selection process, staff training & development, 

job analysis, salary policy, payroll, labor laws & regulations

LEGAL OFFICER / TRANSLATOR
- Yemeni national
- Graduate lawyer with a minimum of 5 years experience
- PC literate
- Totally fluent in English and ability to translate from Arabic into English and vice versa
- Ability to provide professional legal services in various domains:

Interconnect Telecom Agreement, properties leases, local subcontractors Agreements, ... 
and all the company secretarial and corporate legal affairs

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR
- 10 years experience in construction, civil works and maintenance of buildings and services 

(electricity, water, etc)
- Wide knowledge of the construction materials and suppliers available in Yemen
- Ability to control, follow-up and supervise the subcontractors (architect, decorator, 

contractors, suppliers)
- Good English language
- Good computer skills

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
- Yemeni national
- 10 years previous secretarial experience at senior level
- Fluent in English
- Good computer skills, in particular Word, Excel and PowerPoint
- Ability to work on one’s own initiative and to communicate freely at all levels.

Qualified candidate shall submit their detailed Resume and Documents to the 
attention of:

The General Manager, Spacetel Yemen, Yemeni Kuwaiti Bldgs, Hadda , 
Bldg No. 8, 5th Floor
Tel: (1) 420 552/3, Fax: (1) 421 499

Economic News
1835 Public Works Projects
The Public Works Project will 
implement about 1,835 projects dur
ing the year 2003 at the estimated 
cost of USD147 million funded by 
the World Bank and other donor 
agencies. These projects are aimed 
at providing basic services projects 
such as dams, water catchment 
reservoirs, schools, health care cen
ters and sewerage networks.

Establishing Free Trade Zone 
between Iraq and Yemen
At the conclusion meeting of the 
third round of the Yemeni-Iraqi 
Joint Higher Committee, Yemen 
and Iraq agreed upon the creation of 
a free trade zone. Moreover, the two 
sides signed other cooperation 
agreements related to transportation 
and telecommunication. However, 
the decade-old trade sanction 
imposed on Iraq will not enable the 
two sides to go ahead with these 
agreements.

Shrinkage in the Private Sector 
Activities
According to businessmen, the pri
vate sector activities are shrinking 
in the different fields due to the 
unavailability of a strong infrastruc
ture for investment. Furthermore, 
the investment-related regulations 
and the government bureaucratic 
procedures have further worsened 
this situation.

Exchange of Yemeni-Syrian 
Expertise on Free Zones
Officials from the General 
Authority for Investments and the 
Syrian General Corporation for Free 
Zones agreed upon enhancing the 
exchange of expertise in this field. 
During the visit of the Syrian dele
gation, issues related to boosting 
investments in Aden Free Zone and 
ways of enhancing them were also 
discussed.

Small Loans Go a Long Way 
to Lift Family out of Poverty

Abdulbasit Ishak
Program & Communications 
Officer
UNDP-Yemen

F
atima, a young mother from 
the urban slums of Taiz was 
struggling to feed her four 
children, a paralyzed hus
band and mother-in-law 

when she heard of a small loan pro
gram that could boost her incense busi
ness.
In the hope of improving her living 
conditions, she approached the Taiz 
Microfinance Institution (MFI) and 
was told of a $50 loan to expand her 
business. She was one of 1.200 women 
who benefited from MicroStart, a 
global leading scheme financed by the 
United Nations Development Program 
(UNDO) in more than 18 countries, 
including Yemen.
Launched as a pilot project in the three 
governorates of Sana'a. Taiz. and 
Aden. MicroStart aims to provide 
microcredit, or small loans, to the poor

in Yemen, who don’t have the neces
sary collateral to obtain the capacity of 
national microlending institutions such 
as MFI, so that they can expand their 
outreach and better serve poor entre
preneurs like Fatima.
With her $50 loan, Fatima was able to 
purchase incense in bulk and increase 
her sales. With the extra income she 
generated, she sent one of her four 
children to school. She was also able to 
repay her loan, and apply for a second 
one.
The experience of microfinance insti
tutions around the world has shown 
that, contrary to popular belief, the 
poor have a repayment rate of 98% 
percent higher than that of commercial 
banks. Experience has also shown that 
women in particular will spend the 
extra income generated from loans on 
their households, thus improving the 
living conditions in their communities. 
Today, Fatima is busy planning her 
family’s future. With the second loan, 
she hope to send a second child to 
school and give them brighter 
prospects for the future.

WB Funds the Civil Service
Updating Project

T
he Economic Head of the 
World Bank Mission to the 
Middle-East and North 
Africa. Mr. Mustafa Nabli 
reviewed Yemen’s eco

nomic & administrative reform pro
gram which includes the a project to 
upgrade the civil service in Yemen. 
The project aims at the establishment 
of a modern system for public admin
istration which will be favorable to 
economic growth, particularly at the 
private sector. Furthermore, it will put 
an end to the interference of the scope 
of authorities between the different 
government bodies, restructure the 
public recruitment system and dismiss 
the redundant labor.
The World Bank believes that the most 
difficult initiative taken by the Yemeni 
Government with regard to the eco
nomic reform is the Civil Service 
Updating Project. Similarly the World 
Bank has also contributed in funding 
the administrative and financial reform 
program at its different phases which 
aim at eliminating the duplication of 
the scope of authorities shared by the 
Ministry of Finance, the General 
Authority for Investments and the 
Customs Authority. The problem has to 
do with which body of the aforemen
tioned authorities has the right to grant 
tax and custom exemptions.

New mechanisms for economic 
reform
The different authorities concerned 
have initiated the formulation of new 
mechanisms for reforming the public- 
administration system. Therefore, the 
Customs Authority has created a new 
monitoring policy for controlling the 
tax exemption procedures since it is a 
source for the administrative corrup
tion and a wasting of public resource. 
Some estimations indicate that the tax 
exemption totaled the last year was YR

30 billion which have been granted to 
undeserving bodies. Moreover, exemp
tions at the estimated cost of 6 million 
have been granted to nonexistent proj
ect. Specialists believe that the reform 
of the public administrative system is 
encountering major difficulties in 
Yemen, particularly within the bodies 
in charge of taxes, customs and rev
enues. In spite of all these, efforts are 
exerted to upgrade the public adminis
tration system and improving the pub
lic services.

Dual employment
Within the administrative reform proj
ect the Ministry of Civil Service has 
specified the reasons behind the dual 
employment and the size of the surplus 
labor. Likewise it has adopted new 
policies for recruitment at the public 
sector and expects that the number of 
employees will rise to 459,406 civil 
servants in the year 2008. Moreover, 
the ministry expects that the retirement 
cases and the removal of the double 
employment will rise to 70,000 
employment. The public recruitment 
restructure plan aims at renewing the 
recruitment structure at the rate of 1.4 
% per year and focuses on recruiting 
highly qualified university graduates.

Surplus labor & wasting of public 
funds
Figures reveal the existence of redun
dant labor at the different government 
departments as the number of the 
employees totaled to 406,121 of which 
about 157,877 employees have been 
registered at the computerized system 
in 1996 in addition 3,977 employees 
have been discovered to have identical
names.
Taken as a whole, the economic reform 
program will save billions of Riyals 
and will put an end to the continued 
wasting of public resources.

Yemen’s Economy in a Decade
Yasser Mohammed Ahmed
Yemen Times

S
ince the renunciation of 
Yemen in 1990 and up to 
now the Yemeni economy 
can be divided into two 
phases:The first phase is characterized by 

going through different economic and 
political crisis resulting from the civil 
war of 1994. Similarly the return of 
over than 800,000 Yemeni expatriates 
from the Gulf countries and the col
lapse of the socialist pact have also 
further worsened the situation due to 
the stop of financial assistance grant
ed to Yemen. On the other hand, the 
merger of both the economies of the 
former South and North Yemen has 
its own administrative and construc
tion-related problems which adverse
ly affected the overall economic per
formance of the Yemeni economy.
The second phase 1995 - 2000:
This phase was marked by the adop
tion of the economic reform program 
with support of the World Bank 
(WB). The program aims at stopping 
the deterioration of the national econ
omy although it has destructive 
impacts on the citizens.
Some of the measures adopted by the 
economic reform program are lifting 
subsidies on some of the products 
including oil, diesel and some of the

basic commodities. Furthermore, pri
vatization of the crippled public 
enterprises and enhancing the role of 
the private sector were also encour
aged as a way to boost the Yemeni 
economy.
Statistics has shown that the last steps 
toward more open economic market 
without exercising any efficient con
trol may lead to further deterioration, 
particularly with regard to smuggling 
and its destructive effects on the 
national economy. Consequently, 
owing to smuggling and the absence 
of the role of the competent authori
ties, many national factories have 
been forced to close down and some 
others have retrenched many of their 
workers. This requires the govern
ment to take immediate action so as to 
protect the national industry.
The different entities concerned with 
manufacturing and trade expressed 
their concern over the damages aris
ing from smuggling, especially since 
these smuggled products are sold in 
very low prices. The Consumer 
Protection Society has shouldered the 
responsibility of protecting con
sumers and it is even much more 
effective than the governmental mon
itoring bodies. In my opinion the gov
ernment should exercise strict control 
over the different outlets so as to put 
an end to smuggling and enhance the 
economic progress.
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By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Al-Misrakh-Sabir: Where Yemen Is Still Yemen

W
hile many people 
understandably will 
come up and say 
that Yemen is really 
changing - for 

worse - there seems to be a reluctance 
to fall into that kind of cynicism that is 
strongly apparent in quite a lot of the 
seemingly remote country side of this 
truly beautiful country of ours. 
Perhaps the rapid urban growth of 
Sana'a, that once peaceful serene capi
tal. which has turned unfortunately into 
an ugly rendition of what modern cos
mopolitan life is all about, dashed with 
the little evidence of the prevalence of 
law and order and a strong dose of the 
seduction of the material and mundane 
over values and a love affair with life, 
both of which once predominated in 
the hearts and soul of its carefree resi
dents, many of whom have become 
scattered droplets surrounded by 
strange surroundings and unhealthy 
social decay, all have lead to the mis
conception that all is lost in Yemen and 
that the people of Yemen are truly for
getting themselves and their heritage of 
faith and dignity and pride in the sim
plicity of life they lead and the proxim
ity to the bliss of spiritual paradise that 
is the reward of faith in this world and

the compensation for the patience, 
which this faith requires. The rural 
areas of Yemen are no doubt suffering 
from deprivation and surely one can 
see that, as far as most of the rural 
areas are concerned, Yemen has a long 
way to go before it can boast of truly 
being a modern nation, with all its peo
ple enjoying equal opportunity for 
progress and development and equal 
access to essential services, such as 
access to reliable electricity and access 
to quality educational and health serv
ices, etc. So, it is not difficult to sym
pathize with the people of the rural 
areas of Yemen as one travels from 
Sa'ada to the remote villages of Tour 
Al-Baha and understand their feeling 
of being neglected by Government, 
many of whom serve in its military or 
security apparatus, but have nothing in 
return, except their meager salaries. 
On the other hand there are quite a few 
villages that have no real productive 
undertaking that can help meet their 
sustenance needs and thus solely rely 
on Government support to provide the 
minimum requirements for life. It is 
here that the heart can feel pity and 
regret that citizens are indeed prisoners 
of poverty, deprivation and hopeless
ness, not to mention the social ills that

come from isolation and tribal and clan 
wars that seem to go on endlessly into 
the future.
Amidst all this sad picture that 
becomes painted into the mind of the 
visitor to our neglected countryside, 
one must go the area of Al-Misrakh- 
Sabir just to escape from all the para
doxes that have overtaken our 
Republic, and to see a parade of end
less smiles starting from the foot of the 
steep climb all the way to the top of the 
wadi, which can only be reached by 
foot and after a strenuous - albeit 
healthy - climb along its rocky river 
bed that can become deadly if the 
onrush of its possible torrential flow is 
not kept in the back of the mind of the 
climber during the struggle to over
come the large jagged rocks that stand 
in the way of the steep climb. Along 
this climb, the observer cannot fail to 
note the endless trickle of friendly and 
clean men, women and children, going 
up or down the valley, as though the 
Lord Al-Mighty has singled out this 
area of the country to be free from suf
fering and free from the awful signs of 
deprivation, despite the remoteness of 
its location and the difficulty of access 
to most of its residences.
In Al-Misrakh - Sabir, children do not

see summer vacation as a chance to 
take out the slingshots and take their 
revenge on society for providing them 
with inadequate educational services. 
The children are all attending schools 
receiving supplementary aid in their 
weak subjects, or improving their 
English language or enhancing their 
spiritual upbringing. What amazes the 
visitor in these lovely and clean chil
dren, is that these children are extreme
ly well - mannered, not uttering one 
curse word among themselves or when 
talking to younger peers or older folks. 
Furthermore their reception of visitors, 
whether Yemeni or foreign is so con
genial and warm that one is embar
rassed at the courtesy and politeness 
displayed and the desire to go out of 
their way to offer anything to ease the 
hardships of the foot-climb and the fast 
heartbeat of an overworked heart. 
These children were happy and secure 
in knowing that all the ugliness of 
mundane urban life, will probably 
remain on the other side of Jabal Sabir 
for a long time and therefore not dis
turb their carefree life, thanking the 
Lord for the difficulty of reaching their 
habitat by modern vehicles, so that all 
that characterizes the decay of urban 
life remains distant from them.
The beautiful area of Misrakh-Sabir is 
just beautifully breathtaking from the

top of the mountain and surely is worth 
the climb to the top. even if one has to 
do it by hand, as difficult as it already 
is on foot! Moreover the chance to 
meet and talk with its people across the 
ages, underscores the fact that indeed a 
healthy society once lived throughout 
the land of Sheba and Queen Arwa, 
enjoying their care free self sustaining 
lives and working hard to make sure 
that they need not stoop to anyone for 
help, because they are content with 
what God has bestowed them with and 
with what their hands provide to make 
up for the rest, if times are hard. It 
seems that there are no hard times in 
Al-Misrakh-Sabir, because all the peo
ple talk about here is God and his 
Kindness to them and to all mankind 
and they have no difficulty in realizing 
that faith in the Lord Al-Mighty is the 
only door to happiness and social cohe

sion and without true faith that comes 
from the heart there can only be decay, 
misery and hopelessness. Faith here in 
Misrakh-Sabir is not just a superficial 
convenient form of worship that one 
hope would lead to material splendor, 
which has regretfully filled our land. 
Faith in Misrakh-Sabir is still pure and 
innocent and appreciative of the wis
dom of the creed, in bringing people 
together and living in harmony and 
peace. Faith here is a common denom
inator for all the people and the young 
and the old are equally steadfast in the 
faith they have - in God and in them
selves. May God bless the people of 
Misrakh-Sabir for giving this observer 
a chance to see that, in Yemen, things 
are all right after all and that the 
Yemen, we all love and cherish, shall 
continue to prevail for a long time to 
come.Life in Yemen

Faith Hamburg

I
was offered the opportunity of a 
lifetime to live and experience 
the Middle-Eastern culture. 
Having lived in Yemen for the 
past year and a half, I have expe

rienced many cultural changes. Despite 
of what you might hear in the news, 
Yemen is not as what it is depicted in 
the papers. Speaking for myself, not 
once have I been harassed or bothered; 
I get some stares now and then which 
makes me feel uncomfortable at times, 
but generally speaking, the Yemeni 
people are very friendly and extremely 
accommodating.
The unfortunate incident in the past 
may not have strengthened American- 
Yemeni relations, but hopefully this 
will be resolved and life will be back to 
normal again. Actually, most people do 
not realize that the crime rate in Yemen 
is lower than some of the large cities in 
America. What has happened in the 
past of course is not acceptable such as 
kidnappings, etc. This hurts the coun
try's reputation and to make things 
worse, the international media may

even intensify the situation out of pro
portion. However, I feel that in order to 
have a booming economy in any socie
ty, a secure environment must be pro
vided. This is the platform to prosperi
ty along with investment and a healthy 
economy. If this were achieved, I will 
never hesitate to invest in the Yemen. 
Traffic violations, noisy honking, or 
breaking the law in any way must also 
be dealt with. It is very comforting to 
see that traffic and other authorities are 
beginning to enforce punishments on 
violators to make the streets safer. This 
will pave the way to encourage more 
foreign visitors to see this beautiful 
country.
I believe Tourism is paramount in a 
country such as Yemen and would 
strengthen the economy tremendously. 
Yemen's moderate weather and won
derful scenery are excellent examples. 
Having gone to the Red Sea, I felt that 
the country has a lot to offer in terms of 
history and its varied landscapes. I can 
see that Yemen’s future is bright with 
the new discoveries of oil and the 
development of the existing oil fields. 
Fruits, vegetables, and coffee in Yemen 
are amazingly of superior quality. It is 
also important to mention that educat
ed people, like natural resources, have 
a lot to offer to this country when given

the chance. Especially in this age of 
technology and globalism where 
Yemen cannot be left behind while the 
world is experiencing amazing 
changes!
Life in Yemen is definitely different 
from which I have grown accustomed 
to. The changes have made me respect 
the culture and made me more aware of 
the religion. However, I find that many 
of the women overly dress compared to 
other Arab countries. I myself have 
chosen to wear a scarf to blend in. I 
have observed that Qat chewing may 
seem like a waste of time. I think that 
it can disrupt family and finances to the 
point where it is sometimes a shame to 
see children, with big potential, beg
ging in the streets because some par
ents cannot provide an adequate grow
ing environment for their children.
I am glad that I made the decision to 
travel with my husband (who happens 
to be a Yemeni) and be given the 
chance to learn Arabic. The experience 
in Yemen has made me appreciative 
the few simple things in life, such as 
hearing the birds singing in the early 
morning. Where else can you walk 
down the street and see a herd of sheep 
or goats that you would not normally 
see in the heart of a western city? It 
will always brings a smile to my face.

Al-Jazeera Channel:
Star Attraction in Arab Media

Emad Al-Saqqaf

N
ow we are living in the 

epoch of Information 
Technology in which 
media has an active role 
to develop awareness 

among people and make them more 
civilized. Thus, media is the reflection 
of the culture and civilization of 
nations and the mean to express their 
love, hatred, resentment, satisfaction 
and dissatisfaction. It is a window to 
know much about the customs and tra
ditions of nations. In the Arab World, 
under the yoke of bitter reality and 
tragic catastrophe in the Occupied 
Land, in Palestine and within the weak 
stand of Arabs, we are in dire need at 
least to a media which can make Arab 
people more enthusiastic towards their 
legal right in Palestine. We are in 
urgent need to sacrifice our life for the 
sake of freedom, we need a media 
which arouse the indignation of the 
people. Unfortunately, what we see is 
the reverse. All the Arab channels tele

vise all kinds of dance parties and con
certs and the latest news of songs and 
singers, while at the same time we see 
with our own eyes tens of the defense
less Palestinian citizens are killed and 
tortured by the Israeli soldiers daily. 
The heart of Mohammed Al-Dorrah 
was riddled with holes by bullets of the 
colonizers, while our children watch 
POKEMON. In this bad atmosphere of 
Arab media, a new successful channel 
has emerged from Qatar with its seri
ous and fruitful programs, that is (Al- 
Jazeera). We feel surprised to see 
Faisal Kasem with his program 
Opposite Encounter (Al-Etijah Al- 
Moakes), Yosry Fuda with his pro
gram, Extremely Secret (Serry 
Lelghaya), Ahmad Mansour with his 
program, Beyond Limitations (Bela 
Hodood). All these programs are rich 
in contents and provides the viewers 
with strong and interesting varieties. 
Despite the turmoil which is raised by 
some people, concerning the programs 
it delivers, it remains with its credibili
ty and faithfulness in order to gain the 
confidence of the viewers throughout 
the Arab World. In Yemen, the Al- 
Jazeera channel is widely viewed by all 
Yemenis whether in its live programs

or in its saturation coverage of activi
ties and incidents in Yemen through its 
regional bureau in Sana'a. Even some 
people were attracted to the name of 
Al-Jazeera. Their small places are 
named Al-Jazeera. In Taiz, it is clear to 
see some small shops carry that name 
(Al-Jazeera) and its logo. We do hope 
that Al-Jazeera will be the shining 
example for all the other Arab media 
besides binge the beacon of truth for 
Arabs.

More Pictures Please
Yemen Times has been great in inform
ing the public especially the Yemenis 
residing overseas and the ones living in 
exile on Yemen's current events. It would 
be great as well if more pictures were 
available on Yemen Times Online. 
Congratulations on the job well done so 
far.

Hassan A.

Dear Hassan,
We would certainly take your suggestion 
into consideration and add more photos 
into the online version of Yemen Times.

Editor

Dear Editor,
I'm glad to write to you to express my 
admiration towards YT. I feel proud that 
I have found a newspaper like YT, which 
respects and publishes the opinions of its 
readers. I’m studying English at 
Hadhramout University in Seiyun. I’m 
also interested in reading every issue of 
YT. the problem is that YT arrives here 
late by at least four days after its date of 
issue. So I can’t find the opportunity to 
compete in the contest. I suggest that you 
send it by a transport company from 
Sana’a to Seiyun.

Saeed. O. Al-Batati 
Saeed-oa@ayana.com

P.O 9026 Seiyun
Dear Saeed,
There is a problem of transportation to 
Seyiun and there is only one way to have 
you read YT before Wednesday. That is 
through subscribing. This way you will 

■ get your newspaper on time and you will 
always secure your copy. —Editor

True Heroes
Every Muslim will surely support my 
opinion when I say that Palestinian peo
ple are true heroes. The Palestinian peo
ple confront death and the prejudicial 
Western, press daily. Their families 
become secondary issues in their lives. 
They would rather dye for the sake of 
their country and become freedom mar
tyrs. Nothing refrains them from doing 
so. Their belief in Allah is strong and 
they believe in the day of judgement, 
paradise and hell. I’m not sorry for those 
martyrs. On the contrary, I’m jealous of 
them for their braveness and heroic acts.

Ramzi Al-Absi 
Sana’a University

Dear Editor,
YT is the best English newspaper in 
Yemen. It has been doing a lot in the 
fields of politics, economy, culture, art 
and opinion. On top of that, it gives us 
the chance to the learn English language 
so as to improve our proficiency in the 
language. However, I want to say that I 
had sent an article on 26-7-2001, but it 
has not been published yet. The article is

entitled “Yemen’s Society Today” but I 
don’t know why you have not published 
it.
Once again, please do inform me if there 
is any problems with the article so as to 
enable me to write it once again. Frankly, 
I am very fond of your newspaper due to 
its interesting contents. Since last month, 
I have been following the Yemen Times 
Light. It is very informative for travellers 
and for those who are very keen on arts 
and culture. I recommend that you have 
the ‘Travel & Leisure’ section include 
some interviews as well. I do hope that 
you will look into this kindly. Please 
update me as soon as possible.
Finally, my thanks to you and all the staff 
at Yemen Times.

Majed.M.Shamsan 
Sana’a University

Dear Majed,
I am not sure if we received your article 
at all. If it is not inconvenient to you, 
please do resend your article for us to 
have it published as soon as possible.

Editor

Dear Editor,
I would like to take this opportunity to 
write this short appreciation note to the 
good people who are providing me the 
latest information about Yemen (my 
homeland). With my busy schedule it is 
extremely hard and expensive to Call or 
to get newspaper. But you made it possi
ble to get the news through your website 
at www.yementimes.com. Thank you 
one again.

Hakeem Suhoba 
suhoba69@yahoo.com 

U.S.A

Dear Editor,
I have finally decided to write this letter 
to you about a very important issue. 
What gives me the courage to write to 
you is my belief that you take my letter 
seriously since it deals with the epidem
ic that our beloved country is suffering 
from: corruption. I hope that Dr. Yahya 
Alshuaiby, Minister of Higher 
Education, will also read this letter.
The government is sending hundreds of 
students to study abroad, especially 
those who are assistant members of the 
teaching staff in our public universities. 
Many of those students are studying 
under cultural exchange program, but a 
lot of them are receiving fees from their 
universities as well. Every year, hun
dreds of thousands of dollars are given to 
these students who are taking advantage 
of the situation due to the lack of co-oper
ation between the universities arid the 
ministry of education. Now we have a 
Ministry of Higher Education and we 
must work together to correct the situa
tion. Let me give just one example to 
prove my point. A large number of stu

dents who are studying in India under 
cultural exchange program have also 
fees from their own universities. They 
manage to do this by getting nomination 
letters from some governmental offices 
to the Indian mission in Sanaa. At the 
same time they get scholarships from 
their universities. This large amount of 
hard currency can be used to support 
national research centers and other use
ful activities. The ministry can simply 
ask for a list of the students who are 
awarded scholarships by the Indian gov
ernment and compare it with a list of the 
students who are getting fees from their 
universities. I am asking for nothing 
more and I am sure that in this way we 
can save a lot of money that can be used 
for more important purposes. Some will 
say that this is nothing when compared 
to other corruption cases in the country, 
but if all of us see corruption and raise no 
finger to protest, who will then fight cor
ruption?
I hope that you will not ignore this letter 
since it may not been written correctly. 
Please feel free to edit my letter should 
you find any grammatical errors.

Ali Ahmad Alsharaby 
sharabitali@yahoo.com

Dear Editor,
Firstly, I would like to thank you for the 
recent efforts that you have made for 
Yemen Times in making it available to us 
all. I am a student studying in the 
Department of English, Faculty of 
Education, Sana’a University.
I have always sent you letters, poems 
and subjects but unfortunately, you’ve 
never published any of them.
Mr. Editor, you can’t imagine how excit
ing it is for me to see and read my own 
articles in your weekly newspaper, most 
especially when it’s the first time. If 
there are any mistakes in my articles, 
kindly correct them. I will appreciate if 
you can publish at least one of my arti
cles. This in turn will encourage us to 
deepen our knowledge of English. And 
hopefully, we will send you better arti
cles in the future. Finally, I thank you 
once again for the sincerity that you have 
shown towards us.

Esam Al-Duais 
Dep. of English 

Faculty of Education 
Sana’a University

Dear Esam,
Thank you for your kind complements. 
Please do understand that we are trying 
to publish all letters, articles, poems, and 
writings that we receive. However, the 
high number of such articles may cause 
some delay in publication. Please contin
ue sending your contributions and we 
will eventually have them published.

—Editor

mailto:Saeed-oa@ayana.com
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8 27 August, 2001

Islamic Jihad Movement & Authority 
between Coalition and Disunity

Hassan Al-Zaidi
Yemen Times

D
uring the time in which 
the FBI investigators in 
Yemen were conducting 
their investigations con
cerning the USS Cole 

bombing in September 2000. The 
accused were the Islamic Jihad 
Movement (IJM) members. The 
Yemeni authorities conducted a mas
sive combing against IJM activists 
throughout the whole Republic. 
Political observers believe that this 
combing came when the Yemeni 
authorities allowed US investigators to 
come to Yemen and conduct interroga
tion of some political and religious 
personalities. Not only this, the gov
ernment also has facilitated the task for 
the Americans to do whatever they 
want. So in this case, IJM members 
accused the government of being sub
missive. This in turn resulted in the 
deterioration of the relations between 
the authorities and the IJM members. 
Perhaps Aba Abduh Al-Rahman's 
arrest during Aldhalae incidents in 
1995 and the refusal of the government 
to meet the demands of UM members

helps to aggravate the situ- 
attion. Statistics indicate 
that the number of the 
detainees totaled 150 (all 
of which are IJM mem
bers). In December 1998, 
the Islamists activists exe
cuted a number of kidnap
ping operations against 
foreigners in attempt to 
release the Islamists held 
captive by the govern
ment. Consequently, the 
Movement has begun to 
carry out a number of attacks, in par
ticular against the foreign embassies, 
by pursuing foreign tourists in addition 
to attacks on governmental institutions. 
During Abu Al-Hasan Al-Mehdhar's 
trial, the government has tried hard to 
convince the members of the move
ment to stop its actions concerning 
bombing courts in Abyan and seeking 
to neutralize them. In this case the gov
ernment has promised to release pris
oners who were not involved in any 
terrorist acts. After
Almehdhar's execution, new leaders 
were appointed to lead the Movement, 
among these were Abu Allail and Al- 
Rawy. The Movement had been sup
ported by tribal and military personali
ties. It is also said that they used to get 
financial aid from the Gulf Countries

with the pretext that they 
got these amounts of 
money collected as alms
giving (Zakah) to the 
members of the 
Movement.
It has to be mentioned 
here that the Americans 
fear the spread of the 
Islamists in the region (the 
Arab Peninsula) because 
of the American arm 
presence and its interests 
in the Gulf Countries. The 

USA has applied pressure on the 
Yemeni authorities to limit the role of 
the IJM members. On the other hand, 
the government has withdrawn the IDs 
and passports of the Islamic militants 
(Mujahideen), particularly those who 
came back from Afghanistan or those 
who belong to Asian, African and other 
Arabic origins. Some sources said that 
the reason behind the kidnapping of the 
German diplomat can be ascribed to 
the Islamists existing here in Yemen. 
The source added that kidnappers 
might have wanted the release of the 
IJM members in return for the German 
diplomat. Thus there is a big difference 
between the authority and the Islamic 
Jihad Movement and this will in turn 
culminate in the long-time discrepan
cies between the two sides.

Abu Al-Hasan Al-Mehdhar

NBY Publishes its Interim Financial Statement

T
he National Bank of 
Yemen (NBY) is one of 
the most successful and 
distinguished banks in the 
YR. This bank has wit

nessed dramatic shifts and could main
tain its prestige under the leadership of 
the Chairman of the board of Director 
of the (NBY), Abdulrahman Al- 
Kuhali. In a statement to YT in refer
ence to the latest financial interim, Al- 
Kuhali said “On behalf of the 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the NBY, I’m pleased to present to the 
Ministry of Finance, (in behalf of the 
Yemeni government), to our dear cus

tomers, the Central Bank of Yemen 
(CBY), and to our correspondent 
banks. We have introduced the 
Financial Interim Statements of the 
previous six months in June 2001, and 
the Auditors’ report issued by the 
bank’s supervisors. The Bank 
Management has finished its transpar
ent policy in accordance with the eco
nomical and financial reform program 
in the RY. The Bank Management has 
adopted the International Criteria in 
order to show the results of the Bank 
interim operation. The NBY is the first 
corporation of its kind in adopting a 
Financial Cooperation in the RY and

international
ly. The signifi
cance of pub
lishing these 
financial 
statements in 
this phase 
coincide with 
the exerted 
efforts by the 
Yemeni
Government to establish a stock mar
ket exchange in our country. I would 
like to express my gratitude to our val
ued customers for their trust and faith 
in NBY.”

The Status of the 
Population in Yemen

Yaser M. Ahmed
Yemen Times

Y
emen is one of the third 
world countries coun
tries, which suffers 
from huge hindrances 
in the developmental 

progress. The high increase of the pop
ulation has a great effect on the natural 
and industrial resources. Studies in the 
demographic and population affairs 
indicate that the population growth 
rate has reached 3.7 and that can be 
considered to be one of the highest 
rates in the world, because it exceeds 
the natural and industrial resources of 
the country. Despite the decrease in the 
of the population rate to 3.5 according 
to the demographic survey conducted 
in 1997, the problem still exists until 
this present moment as it is compared 
with the neighboring countries and the 
rest of the world. One of the knotty

problems of the population growth in 
Yemen is the high increase of the fer
tility. It is estimated that the increase 
of fertility in Yemen is the main source 
of some of the inevitable problems, 
such as the increase of the death 
among the mothers during childbirth, 
the deterioration of health services, the 
decline in the living standards and the 
deterioration of the status of woman. 
The national policy for population in 
Yemen has adopted a complete work
ing paper which deals with some criti
cal issues concerning the problems of 
the population growth in the country. 
The working paper has covered the 
strategic study (population growth) for 
only ten years, (1990-2000). The ten- 
year study concentrates on the review
ing and supervising of the population 
conditions through conducting several 
studies of the population problems. 
The National Council represented by 
the General Secretariat takes a great

interest on issuing complete docu
ments for the national policy. These 
documents comprise three items: 1 - 
The challenges and its problems. 2 - 
The objectives and principles of the 
population policy. 3 - The program of 
the population policy. The second doc
ument is the most important of the 
three since it depends on the accurate 
analysis of the population indications. 
The principle of the national policy 
focuses on the Islamic Law and on the 
conventions and norms of the society. 
This is enshrined in the constitution. 
The objectives of the national policy 
for the population is to double the 
efforts for the coordinating council by 
enhancing and consolidating the con
tacts with official and non-official 
institutions. With the improvements in 
the information technology, an active 
partnership can be established 
amongst the different institutions of 
the country.
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Aden Cancer Centre.

The Present Situation and Its Prospective
Dr. Amin Bawazir
Assistant Prof. Epidemiology, 
Head, Aden Cancer Center 
Faculty of Medicine & Health 
Sciences
University of Aden. Republic of 
Yemen

The starting point of the centre:
First we would like to explore that 
there is a profound demographic, 
socio-economic and behavioral trans
formation that have taken place n the 
Eastern Mediterranean Region (EMR) 
over the last three decades. Longevity 
has progressively increased and a 
steady shift from the traditional and 
rural life-style to more urbanized and 
modernized one are demonstrated over 
all these countries among which the 
Republic of Yemen is one of them. Due 
to the absence of a regional or national 
cancer registry, there is no reliable data 
about cancer that is available in most 
part of the Republic of Yemen. 
Towards the end of 1996, a workshop 
was held in Aden to discuss about the 
existing situation in the country and at 
the same time to prepare for the foun
dation of cancer centre. It was only at 
the beginning of 1997 that a nucleus of 
the first Cancer Medicine and Health 
Sciences was established at the 
University of Aden with the hope that 
it will be a base for all future activities 
in this field. It is trying to coordinate 
and implementation cancer related

activities such as: registration of can
cer cases; educational activities on 
cancer prevention; diagnosis; treat
ment; palliation and rehabilitation.
In reference to the research activities, 
is there any studies in this field carried 
out by the Centre that explore the actu
al problems within the community?
As the centre is at the early establish
ment phase, some research activity was 
carried out in this field by the teaching 
staff as well as the Center's members 
such as: studying the prevalence of 
hepatitis B among neonates and physi
cians, the prevalence of cigarette 
smoking practice among secondary 
school students in Aden. The available 
data is on the pattern of cancer in the 
southeastern governorate of Yemen, 
pattern of breast cancer, pattern of 
lymphomas. The research also focus 
on the relation of breast cancer to the 
familial cancer, of thyroid cancer and 
others.
What is Could we the objectives and 
functions of the Aden Cancer Registry 
at your Centre?
Aden Cancer Registry is the first estab
lished cancer registry in Yemen, which 
started to function at the beginning of 
1997, based on the following objec
tives:
1- To assess the magnitude and charac
teristics of the cancer problem.
2- To identify the general objectives 
and set up a measurable cancer control 
targets.
3- To advise on selection of an appro

priate strategies for initial cancer con
trol activities.
4- To help in establishing methods and 
plans for evaluating the strategies.

The Aden Cancer Registry has started 
to function as a hospital-based registry 
in early 1997 with an initial aim of 
assessing the available facilities that 
could be used for data collection and to 
test existing obstacles in this field. 
Voluntary collection of data on cancer 
cases and registration of the cases 
admitted to the hospital or reported by 
the pathologists or hematologists was 
performed initially by junior physi
cians at the different hospital in Aden 
Governorate.
At the same time, the idea for estab
lishing a Population Based Cancer 
Registry (PBCR) was realized when 
the Cancer Registry received a grant 
fellowship for one of its member for a 
training course (on establishing Cancer 
Registry) on May 98 which has held in 
Lyon (France). This opportunity pro
vides the mission of our cancer registry 
to launch a Population Based Cancer 
Registry. Taking into consideration the 
minimum requirement of this type of 
registries.

Does your registry cover the whole 
country?
The Aden Cancer Registry was based 

on the objective of assessing the mag
nitude and characteristics of the cancer 
problem in a defined population area. 
In this case it covers those cases 
reported from Aden Governorate and 
the other adjacent Governorates. It is 
important to note that there is a neces
sity to establish a series of registry in 
some areas such as in Sana’a, Taiz, Al- 
Mukalla and Hajja. As such, a National 
cancer Registry should be established 
immediately so as to compile all cases 
reported in the main hospitals of the 
country.

What is the importance of register
ing those cases and how does the reg
istration functions?
The Cancer Registry is considered the 
corner stone for the documentation of 
the basic data about cancer patients 
and the entry into the computerized

register. This is seen as an initial step 
for the establishment of the epidemiol
ogy of cancer. At the same time, it 
strives to ensure the continuity of the 
patient's care.
A primary function in the operation of 
Cancer Registry is to bring together 
data from a variety of sources on the 
same individual. Because multiple 
notifications of the same tumors are 
likely if multiple sources of informa
tion are used, effective procedures for 
linking data on the same individual are 
very important in minimizing duplicate 
registration of the same tumor or indi
vidual.
According to the registered cases for 
the last four years (1997-2000), an 
annual number of cases were made 
available. As in the year 1997 (the 1st 
year of the registry) 261 cancer cases 
were reported (43%) were females and 
(57%) were male cases. Cases with 
Lymphomas were most commonly 
reported followed by Breast cancer. In 
the year 2000, the total cases reported 
were 360 cases with 56.9% were 
females and 43.9% were male. By 
excluding the sex related cancer cases, 
the main cancers reported were 
Lymphomas (17.9%) and followed by 
gastrointestinal system (16.0%). But 
breast cancer among the females was 
the highest one with about (38.1%).

Limitations and constrains
It is clear that our registry like any 
other newly established registry, would 
face some teething problems. This 
study was our first experience to ana
lyze the situation of our Cancer 
Registry. Some of these could be 
observed on:
The limitation of data according to 
sites, and this will led to limit the inter
pretation of the data or even may not 
give appropriate justification for com
parison with other countries.
The percentage of coverage for the 
year 1997 was estimated to be within 
the range of 75% -80% of the total 
population. This limitation was in prin
cipal due to the difficulties appeared at 
the beginning to cover all the health 
institutions and other private hospitals. 
In additional to that, there was no clerk 
employed at that moment to collect all 
the necessary data. The absence of 
experience by the medical team and 
health workers at the hospital and 
health care institutions to this process 
of collecting such data on cancer cases 
along with the loss of cooperation 
hampered our effort.
The Yemeni Association for Cancer 
Detection, was not established then to 
enable proper reporting and follow up 
on the cancer cases. The absence of 
critical yet thorough information, e.g. 
the extension of the tumor, the accurate 
site, the state of the patients (some 
patients were travelling abroad for 
their treatment after they were diag
nosed). Death Certificates were poorly 
included as a source of data due the 
poor system of registering dead cases 
in the country.
The main prospective of the registry: 
For that reason, the main prospective 
of the registry will be dedicated 
towards the application of some activi
ties, in which it will concentrate on the 
following:
-To carry on an annual seminar jointly 
with the Faculty of Medicine and 
Health Sciences, the Ministry of 
Health and specialists at the correspon
ding fields in order to discuss with 
them the obtained analysis and the 
mechanism to overcome those con
strains, (Feedback).
-To motive those who are interested in 
research on cancer by using the avail
able data in the registry.

Recommendations:
Of great importance is the constant 
support needed by the registry from 
internal institutions as well as foreign 
organizations. This will ensure the 
continuity of the established function 
of the Registry on cancer cases in 
Aden. With that as the first step, we 
will then extent our coverage to the 
more adjacent governorates.
We need to motivate those who are 
concerned on cancer problems, partic
ularly on the study of the most pre
ventable factors that should be 
observed by our local communities. It 
should be launched as applied 
researches.
Implementation of guidelines for the 
management of the symptoms in breast 
cancer at primary care centers and 
application of prevention program at 
this level for the most preventable can
cers.

VIRAL HEPATITIS: 
The Smallest Demon Imaginable

Part 1

Marwan Ahmed Alghafory, 
Faculty of Medicine, 
Ain Shams - Cairo, Egypt

T
he subject of hepatitis 
infections in Yemen and 
other developing coun
tries has become a major 
issue of concern for 

Yemenis and foreigners alike. Do you 
know that one third of Yemenis are 
infected with hepatitis? Do you know 
that there are vaccinations available in 
the country? Do you know that you 
could become infected any time in 
your stay in Yemen and never know 
until it is too late? The Hepatitis issue 
is beginning to attract the attention of 
many individuals who care for them
selves and their children.
In an effort to provide more informa
tion about this issue, I will focus on 
this particular disease starting from 
this week. I will start these series of 
beneficial articles on the different 
viral hepatitis diseases, with the hope 
that they will be of great interest of 
YT readers.

Hepatitis and Liver
The liver, the largest gland in the 
body, is the real factory of the most 
important body proteins (e.g. those of 
clotting, and those carrying the drug 
particles in the circulation) and is also 
the home of metabolizing the unwant
ed substances that for some reason 
entered the human body. This impor
tant organ has become a target for 
those offending creatures called the 
hepatitis viruses.

How do these viruses attack the 
liver?
The invading viruses enter the hepato
cytes (liver cells) initially causing 
them no harm, but the infected cells 
produce new antigens on their sur
faces. This causes the immune system 
to combat those antigens thinking that 
they are foreign structures. Hence the 
defense system starts destroying 
them, thinking that it is only protect
ing the body from foreign objects, but 
in reality it is causing a catastrophe to 
the liver by destroying its cells.

How many types of hepatitis viruses 
exist?
There are at least 5 types of hepatitis 
viruses (A, B, C, D, and E) all causing 
hepatitis in human.

Hepatitis A Virus (HAV)
Hepatitis A Virus (HAV) causes short
incubation infectious hepatitis, that is 
transmitted by fecal-oral route, and 
has the ability to cause epidemics, 
particularly when it contaminates the 
water or food we consume.

Epidemiology
Although HAV infection occur world
wide, the epidemiology differs 
according to conditions, e.g. water 
purification, sewage disposal, and 
interactions with crowds. A large por

tion of inhabitants of many economi
cally developing countries including 
Yemen are infected with HAV during 
their first 2 to 3 years of childhood. 
Most of those infections occur with
out HAV symptoms, but some of them 
occur with those symptoms. HAV is 
also a threat to persons who travel to 
endemic areas from non-endemic 
areas.

Routes of Transmission
Basically, HAV is transmitted from 
person to person by a fecal-oral route. 
Transmission requires more than one 
causal contact, e.g. interactions within 
a family, or between playmates or col
leagues.
Food and water-borne HAV infections 
also occur. Contamination of inade
quately chlorinated water could lead 
to both epidemic and sporadic infec
tions.
The risk factors of HAV infections in 
developed countries include close 
contact and interaction with people 
infected or jaundice with hepatitis, 
homosexuality, travelling to a less 
developed country, or contact among 
children in daycare centers.

Clinical Manifestations of Viral 
Hepatitis?
First of all, the incubation period of 
Viral Hepatitis is 2-6 weeks, then one 
of the following ensues:
1- A symptomatic infection that 
recovers without any manifestations 
and complications.
2- Acute hepatitis characterized by: 
fever, anorexia, nausea, vomiting, fol
lowed by jaundice with dark urine.
3- Recovery occurs within 2-4 weeks, 
and no permanent harm or chronicity 
occurs.
HAV is hence the simplest form of 
viral hepatitis (in comparison to HCV 
& HBV)

Prevention & Control
1- Sanitation: this is the most impor
tant measure to reduce HAV infection. 
This includes improving the sewage 
disposal, avoiding crowds, and gener
al hygiene. Workers in food-stores or 
food-related jobs who are infected 
with viral hepatitis or who have unex
plained jaundices should be restricted 
from work.
2- Passive immunization- prophylaxis 
by giving specific antibodies to those 
who are liable to be infected, i.e., who 
frequently interact with possibly 
infected people.
3- Active immunization: this is the 
vaccinations process, by inoculating 
the subject with the most antigenic 
part of virus (genetically synthesized) 
to enhance the immune system to 
defend the body if once gets attacked 
by those invaders. Travelers to 
endemic areas should receive their 
first dose of vaccine at least one 
month before departure.

Next Week: Hepatitis B Virus: 
The Most Dangerous of all.

IVF Assisted Mother Gives Birth to 
Triplet After 18-Year Infertility

T
he I.V.F. & 
Assisted 
Reproduction 
Centre-Yemen 
says it has suc

ceeded in the delivery of 
the first IVF-ICSI 
TRIPLET babies in Yemen 
on August 9, 2001. Mother 
of the triplet babies has 
been suffering from an 18- 
year infertility. The babies, 
(2 male babies weighing 
2200 grams each and 1 
female baby weighing 
2250 grams), as well as 
their mother, are doing well 
after delivery which was 
conducted by Dr Salam
Omar Jibrel- the IVF Centre Medical 
Director, a specialist in IVF and 
Assisted Reproduction.
The centre is a joint co-operation 
between Yemeni and Jordanians to 
promote the high standards of repro
ductive health. It is worth mentioning 
that this is the first reported case in the 
medical literature with only using 
drugs for pituitary and gland down

regulation without the concomitant 
use of drugs to stimulate the ovaries. 
This case was reported to the Fertility 
and Sterility Medical Journal which is 
the official Journal of the American 
Society of Productive Medicine.
It is hoped that this good news will 
have its impact on many couples who 
are deprived of having children for a 
long time.
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Yafee Songs.........Need for Revival

Saleh Abdulbaqi 
Cultural Editor 
Yemen Times

W
 henever I recall the 
traditional and folk 
songs that achieved 
great popularity in 
the 1930s and are 

still being enjoyed, I feel that some
thing is missing.
Songs were known by their style or the 
place they came from. For example, 
songs from Sana'a were known as 
Sana'ani songs, those from Lahj were 
known as Lahji and so on. There were 
also the Hadhrami songs, from 
Hadhramaut and the Yafee songs from 
Yafe. However, the latter is no more 
heard and that is what I really miss 
nowadays.
Yafee songs' popularity can be attrib
uted to the prominent Yafee poet Yahia 
Omar. Then came the great singers like 
Mohammed Morshed Naji and 
Mohammed Sa'ad Abdullah who con
tributed to the spread of this decent 
kind of songs in Yemen and in the 
neighboring countries.

The decline in the Yafee songs can be 
justified by lack of any kind of renew
ing like their sister kinds in Yemen and 
the Gulf. They also have not had their 
due attention from the media.
There was an encouraging initiative 
some years ago, when a group of poets 
and singers established a center in 
Aden to collect the works of Yahia 
Omar. The group included well-known 
poets like Ali Al-Yafee and Ahmad 
Abu Mahdi. There were also some out
standing singers in the group like 
Mohammed Morshed Naji. However, 
the center seems to have slowed down 
its activities in the preset time.
The Yafee songs have passed through 
different stages since their emergence. 
A cluster of poets and singers have 
helped popularize this kind of songs. 
Yahia Omar was a school by himself. 
Ahmad Nasser Bin Harharah, B. Zamel 
and Saleh Sanad Salem also con
tributed to the popularity of the Yafee 
School.
It is believed that tribal conflicts have 
been one of the main reasons leading to 
the disappear of this kind of songs 
from society. Discussions have been 
organized to look for means to revive 
this kind of songs. Only those angry 
poems composed by Yahia Omar dur

ing the tribal conflicts were heard. 
Crushed by the difficult circumstances 
his city was passing through. Yahia 
Omar had to search for a new home. 
He travelled a lot in Yemen before 
leaving for Gulf and then for India. 
During his stay in some of the Gulf 
countries, he published a good number 
of his poems. That is how his poetry 
gained popularity in the Gulf, specially 
after some these poems were sung 
there. Among the towering Gulf 
singers who sung his songs were 
Mohammed Abdu, and Talal Maddah.
It is a pity that the rich history of the

Yafee songs is rarely highlighted by 
media. Part of the responsibility of this 
falls on the intellectuals of Yafee itself 
who should bring their heritage and art 
into focus.
All in all, the Yafee songs form one of 
the pillars of the Yemeni tradition and 
most popular culture. It is the responsi
bility of all Yemeni intellectuals to give 
this lovely folksongs its due attention. 
Like other kind of songs, the Yafee 
songs should be renewed and given a 
certain kind of a modern touch so as to 
attract the new generation of audi
ences.

Mohammad Sa'ad Abdulla Mohammad Murshed Naji

Introduction to English Translation of Bawazir’s 
Five Short Stories

Mohammed Bawazir

D
uring my first visit to 
Yemen in 1999 after 10 
years of absence, I was 
pleased to meet some of 
the finest and most inno

vative Yemeni writers. I was much 
impressed by their creative thinking but 
saddened by the miserable conditions 
under which they were being forced to 
write. Surprisingly under these very 
conditions, they were able to create 
their literary gems. Only by listening to 
them was I able to realize the true 
dimension of their suffering as writers. I 
could not but admire their vowed deter
mination to fight on, and keep on writ
ing against all the odds.
I could see that the main suffering of 
these writers stemmed mainly from 
indifference in Yemen and lack of 
recognition in the rest of the Arab 
world. This seemed to me to be exer
cised systematically and indiscriminate
ly. For no evident reason the leading 
publishing houses choose to shut out 
these writers while the media tend to 
ignore them. That sad and sorry attitude 
has created a degree of ignorance 
among book-lovers outside Yemen 
about the Yemeni literature and thus 
depriving many of enjoying some of 
the best works in prose or in poetry. 
Sadly, this literature - nearly in all of 
its genres - is invariably unknown in 
the Arab world, let alone internationally. 
This ignorance about Yemeni literature 

is much more evident in the non-Arabic 
speaking countries. In Australia, for 
instance, such ignorance is total. It is

not limited to the ordinary book-lovers, 
as readers or bibliophiles, but is even 
shared by academics including those 
with specialized knowledge on the 
Orient and its affairs.
Professor Campbell, for instance, an 
Orientalist, and a fluent speaker of 
Arabic, hardly knows anything about 
Yemeni literature, the modern or the 
ancient. Surely something must be 
done. These thick layers of ignorance 
and mystery in which this literature is 
shrouded, barring so many from reading 
and appreciating some of the finest and 
most sublime literary works, have to be 
done away with.
Achieving that goal is a task fraught 
with difficulties requiring resources and 
a dedicated team of experts working in 
their own separate sphere. Such a task is 
without doubt beyond the ability and the 
resources of individuals. Nevertheless, 
an individual can still contribute 
towards achieving that objective.
My own contribution took the form of 
an academic thesis combining a brief 
study of a Yemeni writer and a transla
tion of some of his works which I plan 
to have published in a book. My princi
pal objective is to show to the English 
speakers, that Yemen does not lack gift
ed men and women of a high literary 
calibre. They are indeed capable of writ
ing sublime and soul-stirring literature. 
Despite of the limitation of any literary 
translation, generally inferior to the 
original work, I hope that readers of 
these English renditions would appreci
ate, indirectly, the aesthetic value of the 
Arabic originals as well as the literary 
skills of their author.

Abdullah Salim Bawazir: The 
Fiction- writer and the Social 
Reformer
One of these skilled authors is Abdullah 
Salim Bawazir (Bawazir/Bawazeer is a 
common family name in Yemen and 
there is no connection between the 
author and the translator). He is particu
larly known as a short-story writer but 
has written several plays and, to my 
knowledge, a single novel, or long story 
as some critics prefer to describe it.
Among other features, the main distinc
tive one of Bawazir's style is that his 
writing is strongly spiced with that spe
cial flavor of Yemen and its people. I am 
amazed at Bawazir’ ability of capturing 
the exotic lifestyle, ancient traditions, 
and unique character of the ordinary 
people of his country.
The selection of stories for studying and 
translation was not an easy process. But 
after reading nearly all his short stories, 
old and recent, as well as numerous cri
tiques published in the leading local 
newspapers and journals, I was eventu
ally able to select five short stories 
from five different anthologies.
The mean reason for selecting these par
ticular stories is that they, it seems to 
me, reflect the evolving process in the 
writer’s style, mode and pattern of 
thinking. They are. in chronological 
order:
The Way of Sin (fi tariq al-khatiah) 
from The Golden Sands (al-rimal al- 
dhahabiyah), an anthology first pub
lished in 1965;
Three Days in Prison (thalathah ay-yam 
fi al-sijin) from The Volcanic Eruption 
(thawarat al-burkan) 1967;
The Boots (al-hidha) from a collection 
by the same title 1987:
Oblivion (ghaibubah) from The Fall of 
the Wooden Bird (suqut taier al- 
khashab) 1991; and The Sealed Door 
(al-bab al-masdud) from Attempted 
Assassination of A Dream (muhawalat 
iqhtiyal hilm) bearing no date, but the 
story was written in 1996.
Despite the fact that there are many 
other contemporary Yemeni writers 
having invariably same literary standing 
in the Yemeni literature as that claimed 
by Bawazir, I have chosen Bawazir to 
study and his stories to translate for 
three reasons.
First, I loved the stories. I admired the 
way they had been written. What 
impressed most was the author’s sense 
of humour, sarcastic and ironical wit. 
Secondly, I was lucky enough to gain an 
insight into the writer and deeper under
standing of his work, when I met him 
personally during my short visit to 
Aden. Bawazir was very helpful and 
made available to me most of the col
lections of his short stories, some of 
which are now out of print. Thirdly, 
Bawazir is widely considered to be one 
of the pioneers in short story-writing in 
Yemen in general, and in Hadramout in 
particular. His writings are known to be 
a faithful artistic reflection of the ordi
nary Yemeni people and the society in

which they live.
Bawazir is distinguished, from other 
Yemeni short story writers, for his tech
nique of the constant employment of 
humour, irony, sarcasm, and symbol
ism. It is the congruous combination of 
these characteristics that has lent his 
writings, specially his short stories and 
plays, that unique flavor he is recog
nized by and is loved for. Through a bal
anced dual use of irony and symbolism, 
Bawazir is able, safely and effectively, 
to present his formative views and 
express his criticism of social ills, deep- 
seated corruption, and epidemic bureau
cracy.
Like symbolism, irony can easily be 
detected in the author’s work. One 
example is the story Three Days in 
Prison, published in 1965 during the 
British occupation of Aden.
In the story, the protagonist, surely a 
personal characterization, is running 
along when he feels someone is running 
behind him. The irony is powerfully 
expressed when the protagonist cannot 
tell who is running - a dog or a British 
soldier? But he doesn’t bother to find 
out as both are the same to him.
Irony is also utilized skillfully in The 
Sealed Door where the protagonist’s 
spit is blown back to his face instead of 
hitting the luxurious car of his boss. 
That would not have happened if he is 
not too “weak and coward’’ t o spit on 
the face of its owner sitting in his office 
where there is no wind to blow it away. 
Irony is cleverly applied here to express 
a passive rejection of the far-fletched 
bureaucracy.
Bawazir always writes for and about the 
ordinary people and the grass roots of 
society. Because he is obsessed with 
their everyday affairs, he reacts to any 
event, major or minor, affecting their 
lives, and eroding their human dignity. 
Despite the romantic pages of a day- 
dreamer, evident in the first anthropol
ogy titled al-rimal al-thahabiyah (The 
Golden Sands) published in 1965, the 
author soon leaves his ivory tower for
ever and starts writing about the daily 
affairs of his people, focusing on their 
day to day suffering, and communicat
ing their hopes, inspirations and ambi
tions.
Such turning point in the writer’s style 
and thought can be detected with no 
much effort in his second anthology 
thawrat al-burkan (The Volcanic 
Eruption) published three years later. 
His vowed commitment to alleviate his 
people’s suffering coupled with his pas
sion and promise to bring about a 
brighter future are deeply rooted in the 
themes of almost every single story 
published since then.
As I believe that these five anthologies 
truly represent milestones in the 
author’s literary evolution, I equally 
believe that the five stories selected 
from them are turning points in the cre
ative development of the author and his 
political and social philosophy as a 
committed fiction-writer and an enter
taining social reformer.

VACANCY
The English Section of The Yemen Modern School requires 
teachers for the coming school year. Subjects are taught in 
English. The school's high academic standards require teachers 
fluent in English and specialized in their field. Openings exist 
for teachers in

• English Language • Physics
• Mathematics • Biology
• Science • Chemistry
• Computer Studies

Teachers with experience in teaching IGCSE syllabuses are 
preferred.
Interested applicants should contact the school at one of the 
following numbers to arrange for an interview:

tel: 401013 or 401015

A competitive salary will be offered to qualified and experienced 
teachers.

The Yemen Modern School • P. O. Box 13335 • Santa 
Email: yms@y.net.ye

http://members.tripod.com/yemenmodernschool

Strategy of Cultural
Development....forthcoming 

Projects of the Culture Ministry
Adel Ahmad Al-Selwey 
Saba News Agency

T
he Minister of Culture has 
recently made the final 
touches on the cultural 
development strategy and 
such details will be 

announced later. Consequently, a num
ber of different cultural enterprises are 
going to be carried out, whether these 
enterprises are historical discoveries or 
manuscripts or that concerning on the 
discovery of antiquities. In addition to 
this, rehabilitation processes for some 
old manuscripts and new excavations 
were carried out to discover the buried 
cities. The Minister of the Culture, Dr. 
Abdul-Wahab Al-Rowhani. pointed 
out that the Ministry has successfully 
accomplished the principle agreement 
by the Parliament together with new 
draft laws to rehabilitate and preserve 
the cultural heritage in Yemen. The 
significance of the new draft law is to 
take part in supporting the cultural 
process in Yemen. The Minister has 
revealed a new plan in which the 
Culture Ministry wants to carry it out. 
aiming at establishing infrastructure 
for the cultural work. According to the 
plan, it is decided to execute it in the 
immediate future- to establish a huge 
cultural complex which includes ten 
constructive units. Every unit consti
tutes a complete cultural enterprise 
within the framework of a unified 
architectural design which reflects the 
nature of the Yemeni architecture. The 
complex is going to be divided into 
independent units in order to prepare 
the way for the donors countries to par
ticipate in establishing this huge enter
prise. The complex will comprise a big 
hall for conferences and a huge library 
with superior quality and modern 
equipment. The library has also got a 
number of departments including, 
movies and halls, fully equipped with

high standards of technology for train
ing on the engravings and paintings of 
the whole Yemeni heritage. The minis
ter also clearly pointed out that special 
program was well prepared in order to 
discuss the cultural issues with the 
donors countries to facilitate the neces
sary services so as to achieve success 
of this enterprise and to preserve the 
Yemeni cultural heritage from loss. In 
this respect, new contacts with the 
German and Dutch programs, concern
ing the procedures adopted by the min
istry to put an end to the smuggling of 
the Yemeni heritage. The Culture 
Minister also stressed on establishing a 
new committee for preserving antiqui
ties of the Yemeni heritage. The com
mittee is set up by the social dignitaries 
and citizens in one of the most histori
cal places in Yemen, such as al-Jowf. 
In placing great emphasis on that, the 
ministry is going to support such com
mittees in order to put an end to such 
dangerous phenomena. On the other 
hand. Dr. Al-Rowhani highly speaks of 
the positive developments in which 
Yemeni-Kuwaiti relations has wit
nessed great improvements, describing 
the Cultural Kuwaiti Week (CKW) as 
new a change which can form dramat
ic shifts and also inaugurated a new 
phase of amicable relations and a start
ing-point of preparing the way for new 
horizons for the benefit of the two 
countries. Al-Rowhani mentioned that 
a number of joint cooperative agree
ments are going to be signed between 
the two countries in the field of educa
tion and culture, during his visit to 
Kuwait or the expected visit by the 
Kuwaiti Information Minister to 
Yemen. The Minister also has reiterat
ed his call to Arabs as well as Moslems 
all over the world to vote for Old 
Sana'a to be one of the Seven World 
Wonders through its web site in the 
internet. Pointing out that Sana'a has 
ranked sixth after ranking fourth.

Tenders 
Announcement

Republic of Yemen
General Corporation for Radio & Television
Engineering Department
General Department for Planning & Projects

(I)
The General Corporation for Radio & Television announces the general tender 
No 2001/10 to supply equipment for the television transmission station.
Interested bidders are kindly requested to apply to the General Department for 
Planning and Projects for collecting the tender documents available on a non- 
refundable fee of USS 500.
All bids must be submitted in wax-sealed envelopes and must be accompanied 
by a bid security of no less than two and half percent (2.5%) of the total bid 
value and valid for 90 days. Furthermore the bids must include a copy of the 
tax card for the year 2001 and a certificate of profession.
Deadline for the submission of the bids is 45 day from the publication of this 
announcement.

(ID
The General Corporation for Radio & Television announces the general tender 
No 2001/11 to supply FM radio stations with different equipment.
Interested bidders are kindly requested to apply to the General Department for 
Planning and Projects for collecting the tender documents available on a non- 
refundable fee of US$ 500.
All bids must be submitted in wax-sealed envelopes and must be accompanied 
by a bid security of no less than two and half percent (2.5%) of the total bid 
value and valid for 90 days. Furthermore the bids must include a copy of the 
tax card for the year 2001 and a certificate of profession.
Deadline for the submission of the bids is 45 day from the publication of this 
announcement.

(III)
The General Corporation for Radio & Television announces the general tender 
No 2001/12 to supply microwave equipment.
Interested bidders are kindly requested to apply to the General Department for 
Planning and Projects for collecting the tender documents available on a non- 
refundable fee of US$200.
All bids must be submitted in wax-sealed envelopes and must be accompanied 
by a bid security of no less than two and half percent (2.5%) of the total bid 
value valid for 90 days. Furthermore the bids must include a Copy of the tax 
card for the year 2001 and a certificate of profession.
Deadline for the submission of the bids is 45 day from the publication of this 
announcement.

mailto:yms@y.net.ye
http://members.tripod.com/yemenioocernschool
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Improving ‘Improve Your English’
Invitation for Readers’ Suggestions

Dear friends.
‘Improve your English’ has been with you for more than one year and a half. It has been very kindly received by 

you. The Lesson in this issue is the 88th one. It is our fond hope that the column ‘Improve Your English’ would 
sustain itself to complete the 100th edition in due course, given your unfailing support, inshaa Allah.
That would indeed be a significant milestone for all of us, not only for Yemen Times. We are planning to publish 
the captions of all lessons on the 101st edition of this column for your reference. We also would like to modify the 
format of the lesson, keeping in view the needs of our readers, so as to make it an efficient classroom countrywide 
and a forum for participatory learning. May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your support and 
patronage to our humble endeavor and invite your views, comments and suggestions for the proposed modification. 
Please send these by post or email these to ramakanta sahu@123india.com

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu

YOUTH FORUM

II. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences
1. A teacher must to love his students.
2. He will must come.
3. You can be able to answer this question.
4. The wages of sin are death.
5. Such phenomena has never been seen before.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. Breakfast should be light, but the breakfast I had this 

morning was heavy.
2. Honesty is one of the choicest gifts.
3. Summer is a hot season, but the summer of last year 

was very hot.
4. Dr. Abdullah is an honor to the teaching profession.
5. I attend college everyday.

Note: To attend college: To attend college regularly 
for study purposes.
To attend the college: To pay a visit to the college for 
other than study purposes.

III. How to express it in one word
1. Official counting of the population.
2. Person who is more than 100 years old.
3. Celebration of 100 years.
4. Tendency to move away from the center
5. Tendency to move towards the center.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. Relating to sky or heaven: celestial
2. State of living unmarried: celibacy
3. Consisting of cells: cellular
4. Plastic substance used for making photographic 

films: celluloid
5. Substance that forms the chief part of all plants and 

trees: cellulose

IV. Do as directed
1. I don't know whether he works — a bank.

(Fill in the blank with the appropriate preposition)
2. The boy is progressing well at school

(Replace the underlined word with a phrasal verb)
3. What happens to traffic in a traffic-jam? (held up) 

Answer the question using the passive form of the 
verb in brackets.

4. Is this the building? You bought it last year. 
(Combine the sentences into a complex sentence)

5. He goes to school regularly (Add correct question 
tag)

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. The head word is ‘everyone’.
2. He was late by half an hour.
3. What do you usually do on a Friday morning?
4. Would you like another cup of tea?
5. They made us dance.

V. Words of Wisdom
“Habits changes into character”

—Ovid

I. What to say

A Farewell Party (part 2)
Mr. Walid: Friends. My association with Mr. Mujib dates 

back to the nineties when we joined the same 
organization in Aden. During this decade-long 
fellowship, we have had occasions to see each other 
from very close quarters. What has particularly 
struck me about him is his unpretentious simplicity, 
and an almost altruistic eagerness to help. One who 
has once come under the spell of his charismatic 
personality can never forget him. Although he is 
leaving us to join a new station, his ideals will 
continue to inspire us. I wish him well in his career 
and take this opportunity to express a note of 
welcome to his successor Dr. Abdullah Al-Sanani.

Mr. Mujaheed: Friends. In any organization there are 
some employees who live the ideals they profess. 
Such people become legends. Without any fear of 
exaggeration I might say that Mr. Mujib was a rare 
specimen of this kind. He believed in acts, not 
words. His professional ideal was a relentless quest 
for excellence. He very often used to say, we should 
collectively work to make each tomorrow a better 
tomorrow. He always strove for perfection as others 
strive for powers. I would always remember him as 
a model and, I’m sure, many of us look upon him as 
a friend, a philosopher, a guide. As the same time I 
hope we would have the privilege of crossing many 
more milestones under the stewardship of Dr. 
Abdullah.

Dr. Badri: Friends. May I now request Dr. Mujeeb Al- 
Hamadani to respond to the farewell address.

Dr. Mujeeb: Dr. Badri, Dr. Abdullah and friends. I have 
been deeply touched by your kind words and nice 
sentiments expressed. I wish your words about me 
were true. I have indeed been fortunate in getting so 
nice colleagues. More than professional colleagues, 
I have always looked upon you as members of a 
family. It is indeed your teamwork which is 
responsible for the achievements of our association. 
It’s true that each of us in a cog in the wheel. But if 
we can cultivate the alchemy of love and work with 
dedication, this world or ours can be a heaven of 
peace. It’s true that we’ll be removed in space. But 
the intangible bond of comradeship shall always 
lurk in my heart. Let me take this opportunity to 
welcome Dr. Abdullah. He has had a distinguished 
career and many achievements to his credit. I’m sure 
the Association is safe in his hands. Once again I 
thank you all for your loving words.

Dr. Badri: I now invite Dr. Abdullah to respond to the note 
of welcome.

Dr. Abdullah: Dr. Badri, Dr. Mujeeb and friends. I deem 
it an honor to be present on the occasion and came 
in contact with a multi-faceted personality like Dr. 
Mujeeb. Actions speak louder than words. Dr. 
Mujeeb’s dynamism and versatility is an ideal I 
would like to cherish. I look forward to getting your 
cooperation in my endeavor to continue the good 
work started by my illustrious predecessor, Insha 
Allah.

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
Associate Professor
College of Education, Mahweet
Email: ramakantasahu@123india.com

Improve Your English (96)

Adam and Eve
In the beginning of time, when God cre
ated the world, He also created a man 
whom he called Adam. Adam lived with 
his wife, Eve in the most magnificent 
Garden. God showed Adam a great favor 
and taught him the name of everything in 
the garden. There were many trees bear
ing delicious fruits. Adam had permis
sion to eat all the fruit with the exception 
of one. God had forbidden him to take 
the fruit of that particular tree.
Ibleess “Satan” tempted Adam to taste 
the forbidden fruit. At once Adam felt 
ashamed and begged forgiveness from 
God for his disobedience. God is ever 
kind and forgiving. He forgave Adam but 
told him that he could not longer stay in 
the garden. He sent Adam and Eve to 
live on earth.

Jalal Abdu Al-Rahman Al-Sharabi 
Sana’a University

How can we free them
I have a sad story to tell and it is about 
the daily cruelty in which we inflict upon 
animals. This occurred during my visit to 
Hodeidah, while I was walking through 
the streets, I saw some donkeys pulling a 
heavy burden. How can those poor don
keys be made to carry a burden in excess 
of their capacity under the hot summer 
sun? The sight shocked me tremendous
ly, so I argued with the owners of the 
donkeys to ease the burden. 
Unfortunately, my appeal fell on deaf

ears. So, I would like to call all the own
ers in Yemen to pity their beasts and to 
remember that there is a day in which 
every man must take his punishment, it 
is the day of the judgement.

Fateh Abdullah Fath 
College of Education 

Mahweet

The world of people
As you all aware , our world is a rich 
multi-racial society with differing cus
toms, languages, cuisines and cultures. 
People migrate to other places with 
hopes, dreams, and desires. But in spite 
of these differences, we have much in 
common. We all laugh, work, play, and 
share the same natural resources this 
world has.

‘Sandrella’
Summayya M. Al-Amrani 

Faculty of Education, 
Sana’a University

Early Marriage Tradition in Yemen
Early marriage is an impor
tant element especially the 
rural societies in Yemen.
When the family feels bur

dened by the extra farming duties, they 
marry their sons early in order to 
increase the number of members avail
able to toil the land.
In fact, in our Yemeni society, be it in 
the rural villages or in the urban city, 
there exist a lack of awareness about

the perils of early marriages to the 
extent that such orthodox traditions 
brought about endless suffering for the 
entire family.
One of the consequences is that it pre
vents the young mother from taking 
care of the child.
On top of that, the young man finds it 
difficult to cope with the family 
responsibilities at such an early age 
without a decent job.
As such, many family problems sur
face into being when the husband 
depends on his father’s support. 
Indeed, it’s our humble duty as educat
ed members of society to convey this 
message to all fathers and mothers: 
“Do not marry your son early when he 
is unprepared.”

Mutaher Ahmed Saleh 
Faculty of Education, 

Amran

Listen to Me
Listen to me, please listen!
I’m Muslim, I’m Muslim
There are five pillars of Islam
There is no God but Allah
I pray every day
I fast in Ramadan
I pay Zaka’ah
I go to Mecca when I can

Arwa Mohammed Alariki
Yemen Republic, Ibb

Aisha institute
P.O.box (70327)

Inefficiency in Learning English

Who is to be Blamed?
Abdu Talib Al-Qadhi

I
t is commonly said, “learn 
young learn fair”. This is an 
extremely shrewd saying 
indeed. This has been proved 
by researchers and specialists 

worldwide.
Taking the English language program 
in our schools into account, we find 
that students face early “teething trou
bles” problems in learning proper 
English. They lack the nuts and bolts 
of sound knowledge of basic grammar. 
As English is a required subject in 
schools, most of the students can be 
heard appealing to God saying, “O 
Allah, You know our situation, nothing 
is hidden from you. We beseech you to 
make the English Language easy for 
us, just so that we pass the exam and 
that is all we want.”
This miserable situation contributes to 
a negative attitude towards English 
and as a result they feel fed up with it 
and study English just to pass the 
exam, no more, no less. The question 
under discussion is: Who is to be 
blamed?
With a single scrutinizing look at the 
level of our students in the subject of 
English Language, we find the entire 
system is on the blink. Students as well 
as those who have finished school are 
always murmuring against the educa
tional institutions which have failed to 
pay sufficient attention to educate

them properly. In addition they rarely 
have first-hand (highly qualified) 
instructors. Even so, many good teach
ers are with their bare hands (without 
adequate materials) in the classroom, 
or they are at their sixes and sevens: 
having to work for private and public 
schools at the same time or taking jobs 
with well-to-do companies just to 
make ends meets with their teachers 
salaries being low. However, the heart 
of the problem is that the students start 
learning English at such a late age. By 
the time they begin at the seventh stan
dard the (first year English students) 
already have two strikes against them. 
Isn’t it terribly difficult for them to 
pick up a new language in such stifling 
situations?!
How can we make allowance for this 
deplorable situation? Firstly, our chil
dren should be given the chance to 
study English at an early level. For one 
thing, one can learn a new language in 
one’s early life. Children are amazing 
language learners. They are able to 
pick up new languages quickly and 
easily. Adults on the other hand, have 
to study hard to learn another lan
guage. What gives children this mind- 
boggling ability to acquire new lan
guage? For one reason, the muscles 
that control the movement of the 
mouth: tongue, lips, cheek, and so on 
are still flexible, so it is easy for 
youngsters to move their mouths to 
new positions in order to make new

sounds. In adults, the muscles are less 
flexible, so it is more difficult for them 
to make sounds that are not in their 
native language. Referring to the brain, 
we know that there are two sides in our 
brains: the left side and the right side. 
The left side of our brain helps us to 
think through problems step by step 
logically, whereas the right side helps 
us remember things we see, hear and 
feel. In children, however, the brain is 
not so defined into left and right sides. 
This seems to develop as we age. 
Some studies show that this absence of 
division helps children to be more 
flexible language learners. In other 
words, their brains are more open to 
the differences in a new language.
Too often, we have turned the deaf ear 
and the blind eye to all modern 
researches and the carelessness of par
ents adds insult to injury. Also the 
school-boards offer little help towards 
this problem.
The questions which require persua
sive answers are: Why don’t we teach 
our kids the English language from 
their early days?
Why don’t we start now? Last of all, 
we should take into account that what 
is bred in the bone will come out in the 
flesh. The acorn does not fall far from 
the tree. In other words, like produces 
like. Are you satisfied with the status 
quo? I for one certainly not. 
Sometimes change is not only for the 
good, it is the only thing to do!

A Perspective on the English Language
Ibrahim Hashim
Alhawry
Sana’a

S
ince English dominates dif- 
ferent domains of use 
throughout the world, it is 
considered to be the most 
important and valuable 

skills you should gain in your life. 
Undoubtedly, it is the language of the 
world community.
There are four required in learning the 
language. They are: reading, writing, 
listening and speaking. These four 
skills should be acquired in a balanced 
manner, because they are the pillars of 
the English Language. They must be 
practiced on a daily basis with simple 
yet different exercises, such as reading 
simple stories, English newspapers, 
listening to English programs regular
ly, writing simple compositions or 
short stories, participate in a conversa
tion with the various native speakers 
and practicing conversational skills 
both inside and outside the classroom 
Let’s shed some light on the last two 
skills: listening and speaking, because 
these are the skills most practiced by 
the majority of the learners. Most peo
ple learn English not to write English 
articles or compositions, but rather for 
the purpose of communication with the 
members of the world community.
But the question which must be exac
erbated here is why most learners find 
difficulties in acquiring these two skills 
- listening and speaking - even after 
graduation. In my opinion, this weak
ness can be attributed to many reasons, 
for example:
1. Absence of focus and opportunity on 
pronunciation during the teaching of 
the the language.
2. Absence of audio-visual aids.
3. The teacher’s poor proficiency in the 
language and the lack of an effective

method in teaching English as a second 
language.
4. Lack of self-confidence in the learn
ers themselves.

All these and other factors stand as a 
stumbling block for the desired success 
to be achieved.
Finally, I exhort all students to be self
confident. Self-confidence is the most

important element in learning any lan
guage. Some students do have the abil
ity to speak English, but chose to 
remain silent due to this lack of self
confidence in the presence of their 
classmates as well as peers. As a result, 
their conversational skill remains dor
mant. Consequently, their progress in 
the acquisition of these skills is 
inevitably lack luster.

In Hadda, Sana’a
Where Education and Learning Mean a Lot

Why Register your child?
Top quality American Education. Certified by the Ministry of Education.
American and British teachers.
Classes from pre school to grade 12.

A wide variety of teaching and learning strategies.
Emphasis on TOEFL and SAT required by American and Canadian universi
ties.
Modern teaching methods.

Hard working and caring environment.
Academic advisor to assist students applying to universities.
Small classes.
Teacher / Student ration 1 to 6
in-school doctor.

Facilities.
Separate campuses for elementary and high schools.
Science Lab, libraries, music room and computer rooms
Sports facilities include football, volleyball, basketball, tennis, table tennis 

and a gym.

How to Contact Us.

The High School and Administration is located behind the Jordanian
Embassy on Hadda Street.
Phone: +967-1-413 375, Fax: +967-1- 413 376, E-mail: american@y.net.ye
Mailing address: P.O. Box 16003 Sana'a, Yemen,
Web-site address: www.americanschool.com.ye

THE AMERICAN SCHOOL

mailto:ramakanta_sahu@123india.com
123india.com
Stude.it
mailto:american@y.net.ye
http://www.americanschool.com.ye
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U.S Government Rehabilitates 
Maqshammahs in Old Sana’a

L
ast Wednesday, August 
22, 2001, His Excellency 
Prime Minister Abdel- 
Qader Bajammal and Her 
Excellency Barbara K. 

Bodine, US Ambassador to Yemen, 
laid the corner stone of the construc
tion of Phase of II of the Al-Syla water 
passageway in the city of Sana’a. The 
Sayla is an important water diversion 
system in the Old City, which helps to 
control flooding during the rainy sea
sons.
Ambassador Bodine then went on to 
inaugurate several maqshamah in the 
Old City of Sana'a which are being 
restored to their former agricultural 
function, Ahmad Mohammad Al- 
Kholani, mayor of the city of Sana’a, 
Ali Mohammad Al-Al-Anesi, of the 
Presidential Office, Kasem Al-Agen, 
Minister of Endowments and 
Guidance, Abdul Raman Tarmmoum, 
Acting Minister of Planning and 
Development, Mohammad Hussein 
Jagman, Executive Director for 
Preservation of the Historical Cities, 
Mutahar Taqi, Chairman of the General 
Authority of Tourism, Jamal Sharhan, 
General Director of the Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce, and Abdullah 
Al-Shamhazi, Chairman of the Board 
for NGO Coordination were among the 
Yemeni officials who thanked the 
Ambassador for her Government’s 
contribution to restore the 
maqshammah in the Old City to their 
former glory and agricultural produc
tivity .
Both the Al-Sayla and the 
Maqshammah projects are being 
financed through proceeds from the US 
Department of Agriculture’s 416 (b) 
Food Aid Donation to Yemen totaled $ 
14.2 million in 1999 and S 27 million 
in 2000. The Ministry of Planning and 
Development, in cooperation with the 
US Government is obliged to distribute 
the proceeds from the program to carry 
out community driven projects 
designed to relieve poverty, improve 
health and educational services, and 

the preservation 
of Yemen's cul
tural heritage. 
Over 100 proj
ects were 
financed through 
416 proceeds in 
1999 alone, 
including the 
construction of 
six orphanages, 
over fifty 
schools, several 
city and village 
sewerage sys
tems, several health clinics, water 
catchments reservoirs, restoration of 
the library at the National Museum, 
and paving of rural roads.
Revenues from the USDA 416(b) year 
2000 program are being used to com
plete Phase II of the Al-Sayla Project in 
the city of Sana’a, to construct a road 
in the agricultural area of Ba’ajel-Al- 
Kadan-Ad Dahi in Hodiedah 
Governorate, to build 200 schools 
throughout Yemen, and to implement 
several other smaller cultural heritage 
and social services projects, including 
continued restoration of Maqshammah.

In Sana’a, community leaders recog
nized the value of the Maqshammah to 
the cultural heritage of the Old City 
and sought funds to preserve these 
green areas. The Social Fund for 
Development, which is one of two 
implementing agencies for projects 
financed from 416(b) program, 
reserved $500,000 for the project 
which includes clearing the areas of 
garbage, building retaining walls and 
fences, and improving their surround
ings. The SFD is also restoring the 
water irrigation system and providing 
assistance to the gardeners in planting 
crops. Nine Maqshammah have 
already been restored or in the process 
of being restored under the U.S funded 
program. Work had been completed in 
Dawood. Al-Washali, Jamal Al-Din, 
Al-Jala and Ibn Al-Hussein, while 
Musa and Khadheer are still under 

implementation. Restoration of the 
Maqshammah Maad and Al-Dare Al- 
Jadeed will begin in the near future.

The Maqshammah are an integral 
part of the Old City of Sana’a, located 
adjacent to nearly every mosque. 
Maqshammah are usually an endow
ment to mosques and cared for by a 
Qasham, or gardener. The gardeners 
use water from a well on the land to 
provide the mosques water for ablu
tions and then divert the used water to 
the garden for irrigation. The gardeners 
grow vegetables such as chives, 
onions, garlic, and parsley and fruits 
such as blueberries, figs, pecans, 
peaches, and citrus on the 
Maqshammah as a source of income 
for their families. In the past, 
Maqshammah were the primary source 
of the fresh of agricultural products for 
households in the Old City of Sana’a. 
They were carefully tended to do so as 
to provide the residents of the Old City 
green space and pleasant views 
throughout the year.
Beginning in the 1980s, the shallow 
wells of the mosques began to dry up 
as water usage depleted the Sana’a 
water basin and the ground water level 
dropped. The Maqshammah did not 
receive sufficient water and the gar
dens began to disappear and became 
convenient contributions to deposit 
garbage. Additional housing construc
tion in the Old City further contributed 
to the decline of the Maqshammah.
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Universities’ Role In National 
Development

Ismaeel Ali AIGhabri

T
he University is an institu
tion of high education and 
specific specialization. It 
has a number of faculties 
to meet different national 

objectives. The studies and researches 
contribute a lot in finding appropriate 
solutions related to environmental pol
lution, social as well as economic 
problems. It is the beacon that enlight
ens the intellectual movement for the 
continual development everywhere. 
University is the centre of tertiary edu
cation that is responsible for the turn
out of skilled youths so as to enhance 
the national manpower. It serves the 
society and guarantee its development. 
The social, educational, scientific and 
intellectual participation offered by the 
university plays a major and distin
guished role for the achievement of 
comprehensive development goals in 
the short term as well as in the long 
term.
Through development, the living stan
dard of the citizen is increased and is 
augmented with increased incomes. 
The main goal is the development of 
mankind, with himself as the first ben
eficiary and it is he who will be driv
ing the wheel of development. 
Environmental circumstances polishes 
a man's skills and increases his abilities 
as well as broadening his imagination 
in the field of progress and prosperity. 
As a matter of fact, the reality of the 
development process is something 
much more than mere construction or 
importing fabricated technology and 
using others techniques as they have 

been made by others without any inter
est in the technical know-how. how. It 
is a matter of new trends, concepts, 
social improvement, creating new 
skills and awareness are all related to 
the comprehensive development and 
the ability to lay the foundation for 
more regularity and creativity. The dif
ference in the development and the 
augmentation, allows for the former to 
attain progress mainly related to one’s 
prosperity. Some of these concepts are 
cultural whereas others are material. 
However, the most important thing we 
are predicting is the development of 
human society.
Culture is one of the main criteria for 
the comprehensive development of any 
society. There is no wonder in finding 
a natural harmony between the number 
of universities in a society and its scale 
of development. The more universities 
and educational institutions the society 
has, the more progress and develop
ments it achieves in different fields.
The role of the university in the field of 
comprehensive development could be 
formulated in short as follows:
The graduates : The university gradu
ates are people who are skilled and 
qualified in different fields such as 
engineering, medicine, administration, 
economies, arts, languages and mathe
matics. The university is responsible 
for this turn-out.
Social service: The university con
tributes by serving the society and that 
is one of the most important demands 
of the society. This should be guaran
teed throughout the institutes of 
research, social services, and adminis
trative development programs, general 

lectures, holding workshops and semi
nars, training sessions and scientific 
conferences.
The institutes of research: These insti
tutes contribute a lot to push the devel
opment process further throughout 
offering valuable consultations for the 
ministries, governmental departments 
and private firms and all together they 
work to build a nation.
Experts: University is the crossroad 
where scientific conferences, sessions 
and symposiums are being held fre
quently. This gives the interested peo
ple a chance to exchange information 
with expertise each in his field of spe
cialization. Some foreign experts come 
from abroad to join these conferences 
for the purpose of enriching the discus
sions related to the society and its 
comprehensive development. These 
activities then come out with appropri
ate suggestions, recommendations and 
solutions to be utilized by the officials 
in the state.

Scientific and intellectual publications: 
The articles, studies and researches 
issued by the university lecturers 
which cover a wide range of scientific 
and cultural fields lay the corner stone 
of the comprehensive development.
To sum up, the universities play a 
major role in the enhancing the devel
opment process. They are the source 
that provides the nation with highly 
qualified and skilled hands in various 
fields. After all some ministers, deputy 
ministers and other senior officials 
have been members of the university 
staff upon whom we can rely on to see 
that the theoretical studies are applied.

Continued from page 1

MEW and GTZ Wind up 
Wind Energy Study

HE Eng. Yahya Ali Al-Abiadh opened 
up the workshop, by thanking 
Germany and GTZ for their strong 
interest and support to the efforts of 
MEW to seek lower cost energy 
sources, not just to feed the national 
grid, but to also help PEC in meeting 
the demands for electricity in the rural 
areas, by using low cost generation 
capacity that relies on wind energy for 
activating the turbines of generator 
sets and produce clean energy that is 
friendly to the environment. Mr. Al- 
Abiadh noted that Yemen's geographi
cal and demographic features encour
age the development of low cost ener
gy projects and wind energy would 
definitely offer a promising outlook in 
the field of energy production.
Eng. Mohammed Hameed Al-Sha'abi 
(MEW) noted the MEW's interest in 
wind energy generation pointing out 
that the Government's Action Plan 
envisages the practical application of 
wind energy fairly soon.
Dr. Baur then spoke about the mission 
The purpose of the GTZ mission was 
to determine the potential for intro
ducing wind energy as a viable alter
native to electricity generation by 
burning fossil fuels, the institutional 
and organizational framework needed 
to put the idea to practical implemen
tation and the drawbacks to be faced 
technically, logistically and financial
ly. The Mission arrived to the conclu
sion that the project should be based 
on introducing wind energy in two 
components: one for feeding energy 
into the National Grid from wind 
parks set up in coastal or internal 
areas, while the other would comprise 
a number of projects to cater to rural 
areas with isolated networks. For both 
components, private sector and local 
community participation would be 
welcome and encouraged.
On the other hand Dr. Baur noted that 
more coordination is needed between 
the various interested agencies, who 
are working in the field to avoid dupli
cation of efforts and to avoid waste of 
resources, in addition to speeding up 
the practical application.
Mr. Gerhard J. Gerdes, a Consultant 
for GTZ, who is the Managing 
Director of Deutsch WindGuard 

GmbH, and a member of the Mission, 
gave a summary of the findings on the 
possibility of reinforcing the grid with 
wind generated energy, where substa
tions provided an ideal location in Al- 
Mocha, Aden and Dhamar. There is 
still, however a lot of data that needs 
to be collected in order to determine 
the economic and financial viability of 
wind generated power, such as accu
rate long-term wind speed measure
ments and other geo-physical data, not 
to mention the technological infra
structure for transfer of information.
Mr. Detlef Loy, Another Consultant 
from Loy Energy Consulting, and also 
a member of the Mission, who han
dled the rural aspect of the study, gave 
an overview of the background infor
mation available and the options avail
able. On the latter, he noted two pri
mary options: local community/vil- 
lage grids powered by diesel sets (now 
existing) to be possibly combined 
with wind systems, where the condi
tions are suitable; and individual local 
systems with small wind stand-alone 
systems for battery charging, or pho
tovoltaic electrification for remote 
areas with dispersed housing (50 watt 
- Solar Home Systems) and larger PV 
systems for specific requirements. On 
wind energy Mr. Loy pointed out that 
application would probably be 
restricted to coastal and desert areas 
and exposed mountain sites. Yemen 
has yet to establish an experimental 
basis on wind energy. Mr. Loy noted 
that there has been some strides made 
in solar energy, and that solar energy 
can prove to be more competitive for 
remote areas on a full-scale basis.
Discussions then followed, which 
were moderated by Eng. Anwar Al- 
Sahooley, from MEW. The partici
pants agreed with the need to focus on 
rural electrification. Some of the par
ticipants in the workshop worried 
about the maintenance costs, and the 
Consultants pointed out that usual 
maintenance for wind turbines is car
ried out semi-annually and annually. 
There were also questions as to the 
experiences of other countries in the 
field, and it was pointed out that 
Germany already produces 7,000 
megawatts of electricity from wind 

turbines alone. To minimize mainte
nance costs, larger units would be rec
ommended. The issue of sand and 
other environmental/climatic factors 
was raised in the discussions. A sug
gestion was made to make sure that 
the wind generating units should be 
installed inland away from the coast to 
avoid humidity, dust and salt.
Dr. Abdu Al-Maqalih (BS in Physics, 
BS in Civil Engineering, MS in 
Meteorology and Ph.D. in Solar 
Energy, the Director General of 
Meteorology at CAMA and Chairman 
of the Solar Energy Center, with 
extensive experience in Solar Energy, 
pointed out the need for further studies 
to determine site suitability and costs 
and an assessment to determine the 
most economically feasible options. 
Moreover, he pointed out that solar 
energy has no movable parts, thus 
maintenance would be minimal.
On another note the problem of logis
tics was mentioned as a possible 
drawback to some of the suitable sites 
such as Dhamar. Some of the wind 
turbine parts are usually huge and 
could face transport difficulties, as 
they are moved around the winding 
and steep roads of Yemen, such as the 
Hodeidah Road or the Sumara Pass. 
The preliminary study undertaken by 
Baur's team will eventually lead to a 
detailed feasibility/design and prepa
ration of contract tender documents, 
which will be funded by GTZ. YT has 
learned that the German Government 
has allocated DM 2 Million for the 
next stage of the project for the 
detailed feasibility study, design and 
preparation of the Tender Documents. 
YT has also learned that there is a 
Government agency that is setting up 
their own wind turbines (4, to be 
exact), but the project is being carried 
out without a detailed study and could 
face some future difficulties, but the 
agency has pointed out that they have 
already obtained a guarantee from the 
supplier that the turbines will generate 
electricity, where they will be set up, 
but it was not clarified what type of 
guarantee and who the supplier is. 
Apparently the supplier is not the 
manufacturer of the proposed tur
bines.
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R
eview of the main head
lines capturing front 
pages of this week's 
local press.

Parliamentarians Accuse the 
Government of Telling Lies 
Bajammal Attacks MP's
A Citizen Finds Thousands of 
Artifacts
China Writes Off its Old Loans 
Payable by Yemen. Offers 5 
Million yuans in Technical Grant 
Baath & Nasserite Parties Ratify 
Nechanism of Joint Action
Interior Minister Entrusts Sheikhs 
to Search for Kidnapped German 
Citizen
Economic Visit By Iraq's Vice- 
President
Yemen and Iraq Sign Agreement 
on Establishing Trade Free Zone 
Yemen Allows American 
Investigator to Interrogate High- 
ranking Yemeni Military Men 
Opposition Resumes Dialogue 
with Government
Arab League Secretary-General: 
Resistance,the Only Palestinians' 
Choice, Arabs Should Continue 
their Support
Torture & Violence In Yemeni 
Prisons

- USS 25 Million Worth British 
Loan For Rehabilitation of Al- 
Jumhuria Hospital.

Review of excerpts of articles and 
analyzes published in some Yemeni 
local newspapers.

Al-Ayyam weekly 
18 August 2001

Mr Abdulqawi Al-Ashwal said in an 
article that the illogical price rises of 
electricity fees had torpedoed any hope 
for tackling conditions of the poor seg
ments in our society. He says that 
unfortunately those increases come at a 
time when the government is talking 
about curbing or rather limiting the 
volume of poverty. We wonder what 
kind of limiting poverty the govern
ment is talking about if prices rise of 
electricity services has reached an

unacceptable extent. The increase 
equals the amount of the average 
income of those categorized as the 
most poor, given the fact that 90% of 
our population lives under the line of 
poverty.
Moreover the recent increase makes it 
difficult for owners of small trading 
shops and restaurants to keep working 
because costs of electricity fees would 
exhaust most of their incomes. This 
would consequently increase the vol
ume of poor segments and more unem
ployment.

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 
organ of the Nasserite 
Unionist organization 
21 August 2001.
An article by Zakaria 

Abdulrahman Al-Batheegi says the 
government's recent move of raising 
the diesel prices by 70% is no doubt 
would lead to impoverish many farm
ers. The justifications brought forth by 
the government are absolutely illogical 
and impractical. Smugglers in this sub
stance would care nothing for the dif
ference in its price because they 
depend on abundant stockpiles and 
they possess huge amounts of money- 
obtained from dealing with these 
crooked ways. Thus they did not care 
about the question of the increase of 
that material price. The decision has 
been actually at the expense of the cit
izens who depend on it for earning 
their living.
The writer further says that such poli
cies would mostly have negative 
results, in other words it would aggra
vate the state of poverty inside the 
society. In the long run the Yemeni 
farmer would be the one who gets 
harmed and ultimately would lead to 
an additional shortage in production 
process in the country.

Ath-Thawri weekly, 
organ of the YSP 23 
August 2001

Mr Saleh Al-Hameedi has written a 
front-page article on kidnapping inci
dents. He supposes that the incident of 
kidnapping the German trade attache at 
the German embassy in Sana’a and its 
mystery is completely different from

kidnapping phenomenon known in 
Yemen.
Despite the elapse of three weekly on 
the kidnapping incident, no clues are in 
offing on the kidnapped whereabouts, 
the kidnappers or their demands to 
release the 60-year-old victim. The 
more the mysterious the issue the more 
concern and annoyance the security 
authorities would feel. The day’s pass 
and security apparatus is unable to dis
cover the man’s destiny or his where
abouts.
The article author concludes that the 
authorities’ failure in resolving the 
issue of the kidnapped diplomat con
firms weakness of our security author
ities. This questions forms a shock for 
both Yemeni and German authorities 
who deem the kidnapping incident as a 
strong death blow to Yemeni-German 
relations.

Al-Jamheer weekly, 
organ of the Arab 
Baath Socialist party 
(Syrian organization), 
19 August, 2001.

The newspaper’s editorial manager 
published an article on the (Tribe and 
kidnapping premonition).
Tribe, as a terminology, may arouse a 
big controversy on the reality of our 
country. In the nineties the term of 
“tribe” and tribal conflicts in this coun
try have been display Arab and foreign 
media as linked to the phenomenon has 
become an easy card in the hands of 
tribesmen is some Yemeni regions. The 
question is “where hoes the crisis lie?” 
The writer says, in our own view, the 
crisis does mot lie in the concept of the 
term “tribe” but trying to play their 
own game through their investment of 
this concept. If we presume that kid
napping tops the Yemeni political 
agenda, the crisis is attributed to the 
economic situation in the first place. 
What our country had experienced in 
the past period made it live in a situa
tion characterized by acute economic 
and social fluctuation. And that pro
duced such incidents here and there. 
The concept of tribe is in reality not 
guilty of the all this violence. It is then 
necessary to work out bases creating 
harmony between the power of law

and the institution of the state in a 
manner removing any kind of contra
diction, as the present gap existing 
between the state and the society.

As-Sahwa weekly, 
23 August 2001.

Mr Zaid bin Ali Ash-Shami has pub
lished an article this week saying that 
we are leading a pitched battle where 
the two warring parties are the govern
ment and the people. It is an unbal
anced war lacking all rules of war. The 
economic war waged by the govern
ment is unjustifiable. It h as raised 
goods and services prices and lifted 
subsidies on all commodities. And that 
has laid a heavy burden on the citizen 
under allegation of fighting smugglers 
and the corrupt.
It has been expected or supposed that 
the government would adopt its people 
and be with them in facing dictation of 
the world Bank and International 
Monetary various ways to torture the 
people. It goes too far in imposing 
“doses” and neglecting the provision 
of health care, medicine and education. 
Official studies and statistics indicate 
that 30% of people of Yemen lives 
under food poverty live. 40% poor and 
30% lives at an acceptable level, 
including the well-to-do minority, offi
cial statistics also show that the capital 
Amanat is the least poverty-stricken 
are. nonetheless, it is noticeable that 
victims of the war are more apparent 
there. They are represented by an 
increased number of those who are 
mentally disturbed and beggars 
swarming the streets and public places. 
Now the people have declared their 
intention not to resist and surrendered 
to the situation of poverty and igno
rance and illness. Would the govern
ment suspend this tyrannical war and 
begin reconstruction what it has 
destroyed?

Al-Ihya’a Al-Arabi 
weekly, organ of the 
Arab Baath Socialist 
party (Iraq organiza
tion) 21August 2001

The newspaper’s editorial, written by 
Dr.Qassim Sallam, discusses the role 
of the Arab league vis-a-vis develop
ments on the Palestinian arena.
He begins by saying that implanting 
the Zionist entity in Palestine has cre
ated a new situation preponderating the 
nations enemies’ scale in the Arabs 
conflict with their enemies. Creation of 
the Zionist entity strategic map and a 
block on the road of achieving the 
Arab unity. We dare say that the 
Zionist entity poses a real threat to 
very existence of the Arab nation.
It is regrettable that some Arabs think 
that the Arab league would come at 
present with a miracle, forgetting that 
this institution has never any day been 
serious in its dealing with issues of the 
Arab nation and her historical and civ
ilized existence on Palestine.
We would not be exaggerating in pre
suming that it has not been more than a 
stand by card in the hands of the Arab 
regimes that try to make it a “tranquil
izer tablet” and a factor for keeping the 
state of division.
We dare assume that Palestine can not 
be liberated with neither “made by 
Arab league states nor the fabricated 
media tumult via most Arab Satellite 
Channels. These would not convince 
the Palestinian mujahideen on serious 
of majority of Arab regime on con
front.

26 September weekly, 
organ of Yemen Armed 
Forces, 23 August 2001.

Political editor of the newspaper wrote 
this week an article discussion 
Yemenis role in resolving Arab-dis- 
putes. He confirms that Yemen’s such 
stand is embodied by president Ali 
Abdulla Saleh’s calls and efforts aimed 
at finding solutions to Arab internal 
disputes within bilateral or Arab 
frameworks, away from foreign inter
ference within this context was 
Yemen’s attitudes towards the dispute 
erupted between Kuwait and Iraq more 
than a decade ago. Objective of 
Yemen’s stand in this respect is to 
avoid aggravation of the crisis and its 
changing into a war that causes grave 
damage to the Arab nation and her 
issues of destiny.
President Saleh has renewed his call on 
solving the pending disputes between 
the brethren in Iraq’s vice president 
Taha Yessin Ramadhan in Sana'a last 
Monday or before that he received 
shiekh Sabah al-Ahmed, Kwuait’s 
deputy premier, the foreign minister.

The political editor maintains that the 
Gulf war and inter-Arab disputes have 
been reflected in negative development 
of events in the region and their nega
tive effects represented by the Arab 
inability versus what happens to the 
Palestinian people; killings, siege and 
violation of Arab an Islamic Sanctities. 
The opportunity is still available now 
to overcome this deteriorated situation 
and start with actual steps to break the

iniquitous blockade strangling the peo
ple of Iraq. This optimistic view has 
been express Iraq’s vice president Taha 
Yassin Ramadhan in this re cent visit to 
Yemen. The editor concluded that 
Yemen’s leadership and the people 
proceed in their stands towards their 
Arab brethren from the feeling of their 
sense of responsibility towards their 
brethren and nation.

THE MODERN AL- NAHDA SCHOOL. MORE THAN 10 
YEARS OF SUCCESS

With A Special System And Quality Education

Now
It Continues Its Success With New Fully Equipped System To 
Teach English In A Special Section With Variety Of Teaching 
and Learing Strategies:
1- Qualified Teachers.
2- A Special Building with Modern Materials (KG2 And 1st 
Grade).
3- Library.
4- Computer.
5- New Syllabus With Modern Teaching Methods.

For More Information, Visit Our Building Behind Al-Eman 
University,60th Street Or Call Us On

373105/373209/373106.

Registration Starts. Don’t Be Late

Appeal for Help
Three girls are suffering from illnesses in the spinal 
medulla and have medical reports recommending 
immediate transplantation of spinal medulla in Jordan.
This poor family is in a dire need for help in order to save 
the lives of these three sisters.
Please contact:
Aden 250723
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7 Palestinian Policemen 

Wounded in Israeli Army
Shelling in Gaza

GAZA—Seven Palestinian policemen 
were wounded on Wednesday after
noon when the Israeli army fired anti
tank missiles at a Palestinian police 
station in Khan Yuins in southern Gaza 
Strip. The wounded, from moderate to 
serious condition, were rushed to the 
local hospital, Palestinian hospital 
sources said.
This was the third attack on 
Palestinian security positions in Khan 
Yunis this week. An Israeli army 
source said the shelling was in retalia
tion for a Palestinian mortar attack on 
Jewish settlements. —Xinhua

Russia Begins Production 
of New Cruise Missiles

MOSCOW_ Russia put into produc
tion a new kind of supersonic cruise 
missiles X-22M this week, which have 
no analogues in the world, a Russian 
State Duma committee on military 
industry said Saturday.
The cruise missile built with the use of 
advanced technologies and unique 
engineering solutions is intended for 
destroying targets at sea and movable 
and motionless targets on land, accord
ing to the committee.
The combat parameters of the X-22M 
cruise missile make it a highly effec
tive weapon of the 21st century.
The missile's maximum range is 400 
kilometers, with a flying speed of 
around 3,600 kilometers per hour. 
Ground and naval troops of other 
countries, including those with a high 
military potential, have no means yet 
to fight this missile, said the commit
tee. —Xinhua

Arafat Talks With
Bangladeshi Leaders

DHAKA—Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat, who is in final stage of 
an Asian tour to drum up international 
pressure on Israel, had talks with 
Bangladesh leaders during his 
stopover in Dhaka.
Arafat, who flew in here from Beijing 
on way to Jordan Saturday 
night, was given a red-carpet recep
tion at the airport and greeted by 
Bangladeshi President Justice 
Shahabuddin Ahmed and Chief 
Adviser of the caretaker government 
Latifur Rahman.
Later, Arafat met Shahabuddin Ahmed 
and Latifur Rahman and briefed them 
on the latest developments in the 
strife-storn Middle
East, official sources said here 
Saturday night.
The sources said Arafat sought 
Bangladesh's support for resumption 
of peace talks between Palestine and 
Israel. —Xinhua

Three Israeli Soldiers, Two 
Palestinians Killed in Gaza Strip

GAZA—Three Israeli soldiers were 
killed and seven others wounded early 
Saturday by two Palestinians who 
infiltrated their army base near the 
Jewish settlement of Neve Dekalim in 
the Gaza Strip, the Israeli army and a 
Palestinian group 
said.
Three Israeli soldiers were killed in the 
Gaza Strip Saturday morning by two 
Palestinians who went into their base 
and opened fire and threw several 
grenades, an Israeli army spokes
woman said. One of the Palestinians 
was killed, and the second escaped and 
was later killed by Israeli troops, she

added.
The radical Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), based 
in Damascus, Syria, has claimed 
responsibility for the attack. DFLP 
said in a statement that the attack took 
place around 3:15 am (0015 GMT) and 
confirmed that its two members had 
been killed. It identified them as Amin 
Abu Khatab, 26, and Hisham Abu 
Jamus, 24.
More than 700 people, most of them 
Palestinians, have been killed since the 
violence broke out 11 months ago 
between Israel and the Palestinians.

—Xinhua

A doctor checks the corpse of Bilal al-Ghul, a member of Palestine national 
liberation movement, who was killed after Israeli Apache helicopters fired four 
missiles at two Palestinian vehicles in the central Gaza Strip August 22, 2001. The 
attack also injured two other Palestinians. Xinhua photo by Ma Xiaolin (lhn)

Iraq Accuses U.S, Britain of Trying to 
Politicalize Kuwaiti MIAs

BAGHDAD_ Iraq has argued that the 
issue of Kuwaiti Missings in Action 
(MIAs) since the 1991 Gulf War 
should be handled by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
rather than by the United Nations 
Security Council, and accused the 
United States and Britain of trying to 
politicalize the matter.
The official Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
reported Tuesday that Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Naji Sabri Ahmed, in a letter 
to U.S. Secretary-General Kofi Annan, 
said Iraq has been focusing on the 
Kuwaiti MIAs since 1991 and has pre
sented the Kuwaiti side all the evi
dences concerning the Kuwaiti MIAs. 
Ahmed said that the Kuwaiti MIAs, as 
a "humanitarian" issue, should be han
dled by the ICRC, but not by the U.N. 
Security Council, which is a "political 
body."
However, the U.S. and Britain have 
insisted that the U.N. Security Council 
should deal with the issue, the Iraqi 
foreign minister said, adding that by 
doing so, the U.S. and Britain tried to 
use the issue as a tool "to politically 
pressure Iraq because it rejects the U.S. 
policy of arrogance and genocide rep
resented by the perpetuation of the

embargo and daily attacks."
Ahmed expressed readiness to cooper
ate with the ICRC on the Kuwaiti 
MIAs and demanded the U.S. and 
Britain "to stop using the humanitarian 
matter to achieve political ends," the 
INA said.
The letter followed a statement by the 
Iraqi foreign minister on Monday say
ing that it was ready to cooperate with 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia on the fate of 
the Kuwaiti MIAs.
"Iraq is ready to exert efforts and 
engage in direct cooperation
with Kuwait and Saudi Arabia to 
search for the MIAs and close up this 
dossier," he said.
Kuwait has repeatedly demanded Iraq 
to account for the fate of some 600 
Kuwaitis and other nationals who have 
been missing since the war, while Iraq 
admits that it did take prisoners of war 
after its troops withdrew from the 
small emirate, but says it lost track of 
them during an uprising in southern 
Iraq in the wake of the Gulf 
War.
Meanwhile, Iraq accuses of the 
Kuwaiti authorities of concealing 
the truth over the fate of 1,150 missing 
Iraqis. —Xinhua

Continued from page 3
Yemen’s Islamic Jihad Movement’s Leader to YT
Q: Do you have a precise idea of the 
number of your members arrested in 
Yemen due to terrorist acts including 
the USS Cole incident and the latest 
kidnapping of the German diplo
mat?
A: There are many prisoners in Yemeni 
jails in Aden, Sanaa, Hodeidah, 
Hadhramout and in many other prisons 
throughout Yemen. However, I want to 
stress that even though they were 
imprisoned, none of the members are 
confirmed to be involved in the USS 
Cole incident. I do know that the ones 
who managed and carried out the 
attack left the country a long time 
back. All those who are in prison have 
nothing to do with it and they should 
be freed, especially those belonging to 
our movement. However, I personally 
do not want to get into any further fric
tion with the State. If there were any 
members of our movement involved in 
such incidents - including the kidnap
ping of the German diplomat, that 
would only be due to individual inter
est and does not represent the official 
position of the movement as a whole. 
The Islamic Jihad movement could not 
be held responsible for individual inci
dents caused by a few of its members. 
Such acts are not approved by the 
movement's leadership and are not 
given permission from the start.

Q: You mentioned that some mem
bers commit acts without the per
mission of the leadership of the

movement? Do you represent the 
ultimate leadership in Yemen, or is 
permission required from Osama 
Bin Laden?
A: There is no certain leadership of the 
Islamic Jihad Movement in Yemen. We 
are all followers of Osama Bin Laden. 
We do not want to create hierarchies 
that could potentially cause frictions 
between the movement's members. We 
are all in harmony and consider each 
member as a brother of the other. 
However, we are in odds with some of 
the members who became bounded 
with the regime.

Q: Does your movement's have mili
tary wings and operations in Yemen 
and abroad?
A: Of course, the movement does have 
military wings in Palestine, 
Afghanistan, the USA, and the UK. 
But they all operate in secrecy due to 
operations of intelligence units along 
with the Interpol in those countries that 
consider the movement's operations as 
terrorist. Unfortunately, those coun
tries also hire spies who committed 
apostasy and worked against our 
movement.

Q: What exactly is the point of dis
pute between the Mujahideen and 
the government? Is it because the 
government has not yet fulfilled its 
obligations for what they have done 
in the 1994 war?
A: No. The Mujahideen have not and

will never fight for earthly interests. 
They are all doing what they do for the 
sake of Islam only. They worked on 
removing the atheism that dominated 
former South Yemen.

Q: Any final comments you may 
have?
A: I recommend to all Muslims to 
identify who their true enemy is. They 
should not agree on having democracy 
in Yemen. It has caused damage to the 
country and resulted in the division of 
the people into political parties and 
affiliations. The current situation is not 
optimistic at all, especially when we 
see the religious regulations being 
abandoned by the State. Muslims have 
surrendered to the West. And the West 
is entertaining our Arab Leaders with 
the daily slaughter of Muslims. Islam 
require that we equip ourselves with all 
possible tools to combat the enemies of 
Islam. Our leaders need to understand 
that they should side with us and with 
their people against the enemies, not 
side with the enemies against their peo
ple. The Mujahideen today are in a 
position of defense. We are unable to 
combat the haughtiness and arrogance 
of the super power of today against 
Muslims all over the world. We need 
the support of the leaders, we need 
them to rectify their negative image of 
being passive in reference to what is 
very important for the Muslim world, 
including the on-going problems in 
Palestine.

AFMIS-First Stage Tender Extension

Tender of AFMIS Civil Service Modernization Project, 
The development of Accounting And Financial 

Management Information Systems at the Ministry of 
Finance and Three other units.

The PIU of AFMIS project at the Ministry of Finance would like to draw 
the attention of the bidders that the above tender has been extended up to 
Wednesday 10/10/2001.
First Stage Tenders will be opened in public at 10:00. a.m ON Wednesday 
10/10/2001 in the presence of such Tender or their representatives who 
may wish to attend.
Dates shall be modified accordingly and all other conditions remain 
unchanged.



Abdulmalik Abdullah Al-Samawi:
"Cinema is as important as TV and Radio, 
hence it should be nurtured similarly.”

A
bdulmalik Abdullah Al- 
Samawi is a popular TV 
anchorman on the Yemen 
Satellite Channel. His 
program 'Cinema Club' 

has attracted many people nation
wide. His first appearance on TV was 
in 1976. His high score at the second
ary school examination entitled him 
to a scholarship to Cairo where he 
was supposed to study medicine. But 
his desire to be a film-director got the 
better of him. He changed his mind 
and instead focused on studying 
Cinema and TV Production. 
Following his graduation in 1992 he 
came back home to work for Yemen's 
TV. Nabil Al-Kumaim met him at his 
work place and filed the following 
interview with him:

Q: What was your first program and 
when ?
A: It was 'An Hour on Air' in 1976. It 
was directed by Abdulaziz Al-Harazi.

Q: You run 'Al-Amjad Advertising 
Company. Do you think of establish

ing a film production company?
A: I have this desire, but our current 
situation doesn't encourage me to do 
so.

Q: In other countries you can go to 
cinema with your family, relatives, 
and friends. When do you expect we 
can do that?
A: When we have good cinemas with 
comfortable chairs, air-conditioning 
facilities, latest movies, etc. I hope that 
the Minister will consider changing 
this miserable situation.

Q: How do you think authority can 
develop cinema's role in society?
A: The cinema is as important as TV 
and radio, hence, it should be given the 
same attention. Yemen possesses a few 
recreation facilities such as public 
parks, clubs, etc. We hope that the 
Ministry of Culture will pave the way 
for the establishment of decent and 
advanced cinemas as an alternative.

Q: Many people admire your 
'Cinema Club'? What do you think

is special about this program?
A: I put all of my knowledge about 
cinemas in this program. My aim is to 
create awareness amongst the Yemenis 
about the importance of cinema. The 
spontaneous and simple presentation of 
the program also helped captured the 
audience' attention.
However, I do have to confess that due 
to lack of financial resources, we can

not provide the latest movies. The 
average cost of the high-quality film is 
about USD 1000. Presently, I am trying 
to persuade some businessmen and 
companies to patronize my program. I 
think this is the only salvation to 
enable me to present the best and the 
latest movies.

Q: What about the forthcoming 
Ramadhan programs? do you have 
any thing special to present?
A: Certainly. For the fourth time I will 
be presenting the contest program with 
a slight difference. This year's prizes 
will be more lucrative totaling YR6 
million.

Q: What about your future plans?
A: There will be many surprises in the 
Holy month of Ramadhan. Sorry for 
not disclosing them now. But I am sure 
that they will gain the people's appreci
ation.

Q: What kind of problems are there 
in your career?
A: The key problem lies in the media 
facilities in general and the cinema 
facilities in particular. This is an infor
mation age, and unfortunately, we are 
still using very old cameras, machin
ery, etc.

Erratum
Spacetel’s International Calls and Voice Mail Services 
(VMS) are charged services. International calls are 
charged according to Teleyemen fees and subscription to 
VMS fees are added to the bill. In the meanwhile, the 
Prepaid Services (Easy) depend on the unit system.
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Latest Discovery of Crop Circles Drive Increasing Attention to the Aliens:

ARE UFOs REAL?
Just last week, several 
new crop circles (see 
cover) were discovered 
in the UK. Those circles 
appeared just in one 
night, and they cover an 
area of hundreds of 
square meters. The geo
metrical shapes of the 
circles represent a great deal of intelligent in the 
person or creature that created them. However, 
the increasing number of such marks, and also the 
increasing sightings of UFOs (Unidentified 
Flying Objects) are causing great interest in the 
public worldwide. There has been hundreds of 
sightings all over the globe since the beginning of 
this year. The sightings occurred in tens of coun
tries ranging from Japan in the East until western 
Canada and the West. Sightings were also evident 
in countries near Yemen such as Turkey.
Scientists have been working their best to try to 
figure out whether those crop circle marks and 
sightings do confirm that we are not alone. So far, 
their efforts have not been successful.
Coming back to the crop circles, according to 
UFO Magazine, “In the course of looking for 
clues as to the source of crop circle formations, 
particularly in the teeth of claims that all circles 
are man-made, the work of the BLT Research 
Team in the U.S. is not the only physical research 
that has been done over the years. As Andy 
Thomas notes in Vital Signs, in the early 1990s 
Marshall Dudley and Michael Chorost found 
traces of several unusual radionuclides or isotopes 
in soil samples taken from one or two pictograms, 
but this proved to be a dead end when later for

mations didn’t 
show the same 
traces. Also, the 
reliability of the 
equipment for 
the analysis was 
called into ques
tion. Again in 
1990, pioneer 

researcher Colin Andrews began some tests with 
crystallized plant samples, but no follow-ups were 
made and some considered this work doubtful.” 
However, the results were mainly of theoretical 
results unless strict control is implemented as the 
magazine concludes, “As ever, strict controls 
must be observed and experiments must be repli
cated by others to be validated. And as ever, phys
ical and energetic effects in real crop formations 
are subtle and easily overlooked or dismissed if 
you don’t know what you’re looking for-which is 
why a broader range of systematic research into 
plant and soil effects must be conducted. 
Unfortunately, as is always the case with unusual 
phenomena, scientists are scarce, laboratory work 
is expensive, and funding is always in short sup
ply.”
Many people believe that all of those incidents, 
counted in thousands, are fake or misunderstood 
cases. This is why, they say, none of those inci
dents has resulted in any substantial evidence that 
there are any aliens trying to contact us.
Or as one unconcerned fellow said, “If they want 
to get in touch with us, whey should they let us 
run after them. Let us just wait for them to contact 
us and relieve us from the burden of endless 
searching.”

Yemeni Woman Defends 
Her Baby Snake!

Al-Balagh weekly newspa
per stated in its last issue 
that in the first incident of its 
kind, a Yemeni women gave 
birth in the Jumhuri Hospital 
in Taiz to a snake. The 
women initially gave birth to 
a normal baby, but later a 
small sac came out. When
doctors opened the sac they were amazed to find a 
snake that quickly wiggled towards the mother.
The most shocking moment however was when the 
mother defender her snake and prevented the doctors 
and staff from killing it.

Communication between Bitch 
and Man Saves Puppy

Saba News Agency reported one of the most 
bizarre incidents happening to a man in Sanaa 
last week. According to the agency, a man 
was walking in a region north of Sanaa 
towards his home when a bitch came to the 
man with a sympathetic look and prevented 
him from walking further. Later she ran into 
a building under construction.
The man sympathetically followed her to find 
her puppy’s head stuck in a can. The bitch 
tried to have it removed but failed. The man 
then removed the can of the puppy that 
looked tired as if days past by in this situa
tion. The bitch expressed her thanks with 
interesting gestures.

NOAA IMPROVES ON-LINE 
HURRICANE TRACKING

The weather bureau has a 
great Web site that allows 
computer users to get an 
easy track on on-going 
severe weather systems. If 
you want to look at the latest 
storm, Chantal, it can be eas
ily followed at nhc.noaa.gov 
on the Internet.
Then scroll to the name of 
the storm (Chantal) and 
click on "graphics." The 
"watches and warnings"

map features an easy-to- 
understand, cartoon-esque 
map of the region affected 
by the storm and shaded 
areas.
It uses different colors to 
show the advisories that are 
currently posted. As of this 
writing, Chantal has all but 
petered out, but its track is 
still shown on the map, 
along with current wind and 
directional conditions.

TOWN'S STREET LINES
GETTING INVISIBLE

If you've ever walked on a highway 
near a railroad crossing you will see 
that the markings on the pavement 
are stretched so that when you read 
them at high speed they look normal. 
Well, in Norwich, England, city traf
fic engineers are doing the opposite, 
at least when it comes to yellow 
lines.
The latest set of yellow striped lines 
in the city's downtown sector is only 
24 inches long, per stripe.
The usual standard is from three feet 
to 45 inches.

Photo of the Week

Do I look like 
an alien too?

NOW THAT IS BIZARRE!
(A weekly column for bizarre stories and news)

Doctor Makes House Call To Do Self Vasectomy
WEST SUSSEX, England - Jonathan Heatley, 45, reportedly gave 
himself local anesthetic and personally performed the procedure 
with a scalpel, while a nurse and his wife stood by in case of a 
mishap. Heatley, who has three sons, aged 12, 14 and 16, told 
reporters he had already performed three ‘snips’ that morning and 
decided to become number four. He admitted the operation made 
him sweat a bit and his only worry was making sure he was prop
erly numb while he carried out the operation.

“Not Guilty” Tattoo Pegs Man Guilty
Police in Long Beach, Miss., say a would-be robber was appre
hended by a police detective because of a distinctive tattoo. The 
man rushed in to a convenience store demanding $200 he had 
allegedly left on the counter earlier. When the cashier told him all 
the money was already locked in the Safe he pulled a gun, but ran 
when more customers entered the store. The clerk gave police a 
description, noting his large tattoo bearing the words: “NOT 
GUILTY.” The next morning the man went to the same store, still 
demanding his money. A detective was there doing some shopping 
and recognized the tattoo from an “all points bulletin." The man 
was arrested on a charge of attempted armed robbery. "His tattoo 
stuck out like a sore thumb,” the officer told the Sun Herald news
paper. “He might as well have had “STUPID” printed on his fore
head.”

Robber Tries to Take A Bite Out His Own Crime
WEST BRIDGEWATER, Massachusetts - A robber in Rhode 
Island was bound and determined not to be fingered for a crime by 
chewing off his fingertips. According to R.I. police officers, 
Francisco Sanchez, 21, and a man who identified himself as Ivan 
Cruz, 28, of St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, were arrested at about 6 
p.m. after a drug deal. As Sanchez awaited to be fingerprinted in a 
jail cell, he began to gnaw on his fingertips until they were com
pletely bloody and mangled. But not bloody enough that the offi
cers could not get prints useable for identification purposes.

Bizarre Criminals
- One criminal broke into the basement of a bank through a street- 
level window. In the process, however, he suffered from several 
lacerations. When he realized that he could neither get the money 
nor climb back through the window, he panicked and called 911.
- In England a gang hired a man to drive their getaway car for a 
series of bank robberies. As the gang came fleeing out of bank with 
the loot the man panicked and caused the car to stall. It was later 
revealed that not only did the man not have a driver's license, he 
had never operated a vehicle.
- Two criminals in France decided to break into a bank from a 
neighboring building. After hours of drilling through the wall to 
reach the banks vault, they finally broke through. However, when 
entered the room instead of the vault, they were standing in the 
middle of the restroom.
- Two men in Kentucky tried to pull the front off of an ATM by 
running a chain from the machine to the bumper of their pick-up 
truck. However, instead of pulling the panel off the machine, they 
pulled the bumper off the truck. When they fled, they left their 
bumper, along with their license plate still attached to the ATM.

nhc.noaa.gov
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DEATH: MEANING, AFTERMATH, & CLOSE ENCOUNTERS

Nabil Al-Kumaim
Yemen Times

E
ver wonder how long you'll 
live, when you will die, what 
follows death, and how peo
ple would treat you after 
dying?Have you ever heard about a test called 

Spark Purity Test that could actually 
estimate how many more years you will 
be living."

In Islam death is no more than a 
process of moving from earthly to heav
enly life. It is the stage during which the 
soul is taken out of the flesh and kept 
waiting until the day of judgement, in 
which people will be judged according 
to their deeds during their lifetime. It is 
the critical position of transfer from 
temporary life to eternal life, which 
could end up in hell or heaven.
However, many atheists do not believe 
in after-death experiences, foolishly 
thinking that death means the end of 
everything.
Whatever a person believes in life after 
death or not, yet no one can deny that 
death is inevitable no matter how long 
he/she lives.
Many of us underwent near death experi
ences in life and in some way survived.

This mini-survey displays the thoughts 
of some Yemenis and foreigners about 
death, and its consequences.

Khaled Al-Mitraqi 
in a security com- 

pany, 33

Death is an inevitable thing. 
I came face to face to 
inevitable death once during 

a flight on an airplane when the plane 
pilot announced a serious fault in engine. 
I felt my heart beats increase and could 
shake my whole body. However, the pilot 
miraculously was able to save passengers 
from a possible crash, saving us all from 
100% assured death. I learned from that 
experience that death could indeed be 
closer than one would think.
The only person whom I wish to die 
before me is my mother-in-law and hey 
please don’t ask me why.
1 do not mind at all having my wife (or 
widow) marry another man if 1 die before 
her. I do however expect her to think iden
tically if she dies before me!

Narmeen Saleh
Secretary,

Last month when 1 was browsing the 
Internet I found an interesting item about 
a group of primarily young men who 
would paint their faces to conceal their 
identities. Then they would begin raid on 
isolated farms, stealing food and livestock 
and tormenting farmers. They belong to a 
controversial association called “hell 
gates”.
The base their acts on their false beliefs 
that they could do whatever they want as 
they will not be punished as there will be 
no punishment after death. This is partial
ly the fault of the media, which provides 
little information about religious aspects 
of the meaning of death and hence intro
duces misconceptions about death.

Bozzolo Aka
Czech festival organizer, 55

I cannot bare leaving my 
colleagues, family and wife 
by dying even though 1 am 
55 years old. For me, death

is the end of everything. Hence, we should 
enjoy every moment of our lives and stop 
thinking about what is after death whatso
ever.
Some people are able to communicate 
with dead relatives through telepathy. This 
is one of the most common spiritual expe
riences that we have in in Europe.

Rashad Al-Sheraie 
University student, 26

Last year I read in a news
paper that in the United 
States, 36 men and women 
committed suicide in the 

hope that they would go to heaven 
through ‘hell gate’, i.e. misconceptions 
can make a key role in this carnage.
You can hence understand that there is a 
wide misbelief of what death is, and the 
mystery of what happens after death will 
always remain.”

Mithaq Al-Shargabi 
Officer, 24

Death is the end of the tem
porary life we live on earth. 
It is the gate a whole new 
world.

Frankly speaking, I was careless about 
death before my marriage. But now I have 
become more cautious and mindful 
because 1 am responsible of my wife and 
my future children.
If my wife dies before me, I will not marry 
another wife. But if I die before her, it is 
up to her to evaluate the situation and if 
she sees that it is better to marry another 
man, then she could go right ahead.

Adel A. Ghaleb
Bus driver, 24

My grandfather used to say, 
“If you want to understand 
the true meaning of death, 
all you need to do is live

longer. I have personally realized the true 
meaning of life and death only when I 
reached my 40s. Now that I realize the 
true meaning of those two words, I have 
all the freedom in the world to do any
thing I want such as hiking, visiting 
world’s country and enjoying life.

Abdu Garfan
Free Businesses, 36

I prefer to speak about any
thing but deceases that lead 
to death. We must be some
what optimistic in our life.

However, besides being the moment of 
demise for a person, death could also be 
the source of misery for other living 
humans. For example, there 
are many incidents in which a 
person would find somebody 
lying motionless on street and 
trying to approach him to see 
what has gone wrong. They 
he would be caught by police 
who would accuse him of 
being behind his death. In one 
morning he became a murder
er after he was a peaceful per
son lying on his coach watch
ing TV in his home. Because 

the murdered is dead, he cannot explain to 
the police that the passerby is not the mur
derer. This is what death could do.

Moh’d Ameem
Student, 14

VIP funerals whether for 
politicians, well-known 
actors/actresses or singers 
are usually organized with

huge budgets and with hundreds of people 
following the funeral, which is surround
ed by Opel police cars and envoys. But if 
the dead person was a common citizen, all 
this glory would not be there, and he 
would just die lonely, and buried as if no 
one knew about him
Regarding death, I turn pessimist and feel 
it is approaching when I see penguins 
because I have a long story that concludes 
that penguins are my death’s sign.

Sadiq Haimid
Guard, 21
Allah said in the holy Quran 
“every being will meet his 
destiny”. I had faced many 
fatal accidents in my life, 
and realized then the true 

value of life.
A person can die in many ways, however 
I prefer to die as a martyr for the sake of 
Islam.
I wouldn’t mind if my wife gets married 
after 1 passed away, yet I will be taking 
great care of her during my lifetime.

Nazak Bero 
Czech pediatrician/tourist, 
43

1 am a pediatrician who 
studied near death experi
ences. I have learned that 

there is an entire range of visions around 
death and dying which can help to heal 
grief and fear from death.
Once upon a time, an old lady visited me 
in my own infirmary to tell me she is in 
permanent agony after her son’s death. I 
asked the mother if she had ever been con
tacted by her son’s soul. She said, "oh yes. 
after he died, for several nights he would 
stand next to my bed and tell me he was 
alright, and that I should stop crying. But 
that was only a crazy dream, it was just 
something I wanted to believe. It seemed 
real, but it couldn't have been real."

Abbas Al-Jabri
officer, 25

One day, I along with others 
were in an armed battle over 
a piece of land. There I wit
nessed the death and injury 

of many. I was waiting for any bullet to 
penetrate my body, but nothing of that sort 
happened. I felt that I was so close to 
death, but Allah prevented me from dying. 
Muslims with great faith should not be 
afraid of dying because they wish to meet

ing their God and they frequently say “we 
are to God and to God we shall return”.

Morad Al-Sanea 
Receptionist, 20

I get quite afraid from dying 
while I am committing sins, 
and welcome death when I 
do good deeds.

One person told my best friend that his 
death will be by falling from a high tower. 
From that moment onwards, my friend 
would avoid high building or flying by an 
airplanes. His life become full of tragedy 
and pessimism. So I personally don’t 
believe in astrologist who claim to know 
where and how a person would die. It is 
all with the will of God.

Moh’d Nasher 
Soldier ,24

The closest encounters to 
death would probably be 
during wards. In military 

confrontation with all sorts of weapons, 
there is. a thin border between life and 
death. There you see your accompanies, 
leaders, and soldiers being killed while 
you could do nothing.
The worst moment of all could be seeing 
your father dying in your hands without 
being able to do a thing. Death is a mys
tery and no one knows what follows it.
I prefer dying quickly in a battle or in any 
other situation. I do not wish dying slow
ly as a consequence of a chronic disease 
as this will cause my family great suffer
ing. I do not want this to happen.

How do you 
prefer to die?

naturally martyred other
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Mantilla Eliminates
Ivanisevic in Hamlet Cup

WASHINGTON, August 21 (Xinhua) — Felix 
Mantilla of Spain, ranked No. 69 in the world, 
eliminated Wimbledon champion Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia 6-3, 7-5 in the first round of 
the Hamlet Cup tennis tournament in Commack, 
New York on Tuesday. The 26-year-old Mantilla 
lost five straight matches earlier this year and 
dropped to the Challenge circuit to try and get 
untracked. Mantilla had 11 aces, five more than 
the hard-serving Ivanisevic, who led 4-1 in the 
second set. The seventh-seeded Ivanisevic, who 
complained the courts were slow and the balls 
were heavy, admitted his left shoulder continued 
to bother him.
The ninth seed Thomas Enqvist of Sweden con

tinued his comeback from surgeries with 
a 6-2, 7-5 victory over Hyung-Taik Lee. 
American Jan-Michael Gambil withdrew 
after splitting two sets with Alberto 
Martin of Spain because of problems 
with his right rotator cuff. Gambil won 
the first set 6-3, but Martin took the sec
ond 7-5. In another earlier match, 
Brazilian Fernando Meligeni defeated 
Austrian Markus Hipfl 6-2, 7-6 (7-3). Mantilla Ivanisevic

21st Universiade 
Inaugurated

BEIJING, August 22 (Xinhua) -- Seven hundred 
pigeons were released as the formation of universi
ty campus angels were passing through the rostrum 
as the opening ceremony of the 21st Universiade 
here Wednesday evening.
"They are all homing pigeons," said Xu Peiwen, 
adviser to the Major Activity Department of the 
Universiade Organizing Committee.
Other kinds of pigeons never fly at night. The 96 

girls danced into 
the stadium, each 
holding a pure 
white pigeon. The 
other pigeons were 
kept in cages near 
the rostrum and 
were released when 
the "angels" 
released theirs.
Long Aduo, a 
teacher of the 
Beijing Arts 
School, choreo
graphed the dance. 

"The angels of campus and pigeons symbolize 
youth and peace," she said.
All the pigeons are raised by individual members 
of the society. "We feel obliged to support the
activity as much as 
we can," said 
Zhang Zhaoxiang, 
vice president of 
the Beijing Pigeon 
Society.
The Beijing 
Pigeon Society 
has 19,000 mem
bers. The 696 
pigeons were con
tributed by 25 
members.

National Bank Of Yemen
NBY Publishes the First

Interim Statement in Yemen

T
he National Bank of 
Yemen (NBY) is one 
of the most success
ful and distinguished 
banks in the YR. This 
bank has witnessed dramatic shifts 

and could maintain its prestige 
under the leadership of the 
Chairman and General Manager of 
the (NBY), Abdulrahman Al- 
Kuhali. In a statement to YT in ref
erence to the latest financial inter
im, Al-Kuhali said “On behalf of 
the board of directors of the NBY, 
I’m pleased to present to the

Ministry of
Finance, (in
behalf of the 
Yemeni govern
ment), to our dear 
customers, the 
Central Bank of 
Yemen (CBY), 
and to our corre
spondent banks. 
We have intro
duced the 
Financial Interim 
Statements of the 
previous six

months in June 2001, and the 
Auditors’ report issued by the 
bank’s supervisors. The Bank 
Management has finished its trans
parent policy in accordance with 
the economical and financial 
reform program in the RY. The 
Bank Management has adopted the 
International Criteria in order to 
show the results of the Bank inter
im operation. The NBY is the first 
corporation of its kind in adopting 
a Financial Cooperation in the RY 
and internationally. The signifi
cance of publishing these financial 
statements in this phase coincide 
with the exerted efforts by the 
Yemeni Government to establish a 
stock market exchange in our 
country. I would like to express my 
gratitude to our valued customers 
for their trust and faith in NBY.”

Abdulrahman Al-Kuhali.
Chairman and the General Manager of the (NBY),
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BRIGHT FUTURE FOR TELEMEDICINE
By Benn Konsynski

I
t’s no secret that as health care 
costs continue to rise and insurance 
providers relentlessly apply pres
sure to bring costs down, one of 
two things is bound to happen:1. Quality of patient care will continue to 

degrade.
2. Healthcare providers will find more cre
ative and cost effective ways to deliver 
care.
In 1993 alone, healthcare workers made 
458 million visits to some six million 
people at a cost of over $30 billion dollars 
or about $70 to $80 per house call. Much 
of this cost was covered by federally 
funded Medicare and Medicaid dollars. 
Other examples of possibly avoidable high 
costs in healthcare involve patients at rural 
hospitals needing transportation to metro 
hospitals for case review by physician spe
cialists not available in the rural areas. 
Nursing home patients being sent by 
ambulance to an emergency department 
for physician evaluation is another exam
ple. Unnecessary utilization of ambu
lances, helicopters, and planes as trans
portation for patients from home, work, or 
remote locations to the emergency depart
ment, for evaluation of minor health needs 
due to lack of physician availability on 
sight to accurately advise on treatment, 
also greatly contributes to our nation’s 
healthcare cost burden.
The technologies employed in all of these 
scenarios are variations on a common 
theme: Transportation of the patient or the 
doctor to the same location for the provi
sion of hands on medical care. An emerg
ing technology that may circumvent some 
of these unnecessary costs, especially the 
massive costs of medical transportation, 
involves the use of a multimedia commu
nications platform that can be deployed 
remotely or even in a mobile manner. This 
emerging technology is Telemedicine. The 
technology rests on the simple idea of 
transferring information instead of 
patients.
Telemedicine allows for a virtual commu
nication, using real-time audiovisual 
information transmitted over, between a 
patient and a physician at two different 
sites. Use of this technology has the poten
tial to dramatically reduce the cost of pro
viding healthcare. By changing the way 
patients are treated, from the traditional 
methods of in person care to remote care, 
telemedicine may also improve healthcare 
access to areas where it was essentially not 
available in the past. It is easy to see how 
telemedical technology can be implement
ed to provide routine patient house calls 
and even provide healthcare in remote 
areas, such as to a North Sea oil platform, 
an Antarctic expedition, a battle field, or a 
remote Pacific Island.
One aspect of this technology is aimed at 
treating the chronically ill and/or elderly 
patients who live at home but require reg

ular medical check
ups for vital signs and medications. The 
technology encompasses communication 
(via telephone line, ISDN/ADSL, Satellite, 
or Cable TV), modem/data terminating 
device, customized PC computer 
nurse/physician work stations and roll 
about patient carts complete with' data col
lection capabilities. The patient set up 
includes a PC based data collection cart 
that collects the data in the patient’s home 
and transmits it via the communications 
line real time to the base station. For exam
ple, American TeleCare’s Personal 
Telemedicine System lets healthcare 
providers, using two way interactive sys
tems at centralized work stations, virtually 
walk patients at home through simple tests, 
including blood pressure, pulse, tempera
ture, and respiratory rate checks. There are 
numerous other types of data that can be 
transmitted using telemedicine as well, 
including x-rays, real time interactive 
images of catheter sites and wounds, elec
trocardiograms. Telemedicine technology 
may also be used to assist patients with 
medication administration.
Another version of this technology is 
exemplified by a system called Dosing 
Partners. Dosing Partners is an in-home 
medication monitoring and intervention 
service made by the Aprex division of 
Apria Healthcare in Silicon Valley. This 
system provides healthcare providers with 
information via phone lines on how often 
patients are taking their prescribed medica
tions. A device called a SmartCap collects 
the data using a prescription medication 
bottle cap fitted with a computer chip that 
records the exact time a bottle is opened. 
The SmartCap device also provides visual 
and audible reminders to the patient at the 
prescribed dosage intervals. At night the 
patient places the cap on a Homelink 
modern that reads the information from the 
cap and transmits it. Tests have shown that 
this system can increase patient compli
ance with prescribed medications, helping 
to prevent many of the previously avoid
able visits to the hospital.
According to Telemedicine Today, the typ
ical interactive equipment costs from 
$3,000 to $8,000 per nursing station, and 
$4,500 per patient unit. Transmission 

charges run at least 
$20/hour depending on the 
communications speed and 
methodology.

Key Applications
Teleradiology- transmits 
patient images, including 
plain film x-rays, CT scans, 
and so on at high speed 
across communication lines 
for remote consults and 
additional expertise.
Telephone Triage- provides 
healthcare professionals 
with real time audiovisual 
data including a patient’s

vital signs and pertinent history and physi
cal exam data to assist emergency medical 
service personnel along side the patient 
with medical care while in remote loca
tions or in transit to the hospital.
Remote Consultations- gives physicians 
practicing in rural locations the ability to 
tap into databases at large metro areas and 
consult with referral hospital specialists 
using audio-visual information from the 
patient’s bedside.
Electronic Housecalls- facilitates the 
remote monitoring, routine testing, diagno
sis, and treatment of patients within their 
own home.
Distance Learning- provides a multimedia 
meeting room for continuing medical edu
cation for healthcare professionals without 
having to travel to central sites.

Major Players/Users
Due to the high costs associated with 
deploying telemedicine technology its 
major users are primarily confined to large 
teaching hospitals, teaching institutions, 
prominent hospital systems, and the gov
ernments of various nations including the 
United States. The US Military has spent 
millions of dollars to develop what it calls 
“telepresence surgery” to put medical 
experts essentially on the front lines in 
MASH units and so on. Systems have 
already been used, successfully at the Mayo 
Clinic, the University of North Carolina, 
the University of California at Davis, and 
the Abbott Northwestern Hospital. The 
basic technology needed for a telemedicine 
system has been around since the 1960’s. 
As long ago as 1968, the Massachusetts 
General Hospital used a system to remote
ly staff the airport medical facility. Large 
health maintenance organizations 
(HMO’s) like Health Partners in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota and large insur
ance companies have also vested an inter
est in the eventual successful deployment 
of such cost cutting technology.
Telemedical technology is provided from 
three major areas within the Information 
Technology industry:
1 . Communications firms consisting of 
Long Distance companies (AT&T, Sprint 
& MCI), RBOC’s (BellSouth, SWB, 
Nynex, etc) and Satellite and Cable TV 

concerns.
2 .Video Compression Technology Firms 
(VSI, GE, VTEL)
3 .Computer/Software Makers (Apple, 
GEIS, IBM, Microsoft, etc)
4 .Film Companies (Kodak, Fuji)

Future Viability
Reimbursement issues will play a key role 
in the development of home based and 
mobile Telemedicine systems. Given its 
relatively high cost, most patients will not 
have the financial capability to afford the 
service as an out of pocket expense. Thus, 
reimbursement will depend largely on the 
healthcare insurance industry’s acceptance 
of the technology. During its initial deploy
ment, services provided by telemedical 
systems were not covered by 
Medicare/Medicaid insurance. This lack of 
insurance coverage has severely limited 
deployment beyond the trial stages. It’s not 
a viable technology until the government 
and private health insurers anoint it as 
such.
The first step toward correcting this stum
bling block has been made by the federal 
government enacting new legislation 
requiring the Health Care Financing 
Administration to reimburse rural 
providers for telemedicine consultations. 
The legislation was signed in late July of 
this year and requires HCFA to develop a 
payment methodology and begin reimburs
ing for the service by January 1, 1999. The 
provision will yield and estimated $100 
million to $200 million annually in 
Medicare payments.
This payment scheme, although far from 
complete, will provide some additional 
steam in getting further development, 
deployment, and equipment cost reduc
tions implemented.

Conclusion
The degree that telemedicine emerges 
beyond its current state and the extent of its 
market penetration within the US will pri
marily depend on how the insurance com
panies and HMO’s view the technology. 
The applications are limitless for high 
bandwidth multimedia in the healthcare 
environment. But with reimbursement 
issues remaining in question, and the dol
lars controlled by the insurance compa
nies, what individuals and health care 
providers select as the best treatment 
option may not be what they get. In the 
meantime, the market will probably 
remain in the $100-200 million a year 
range and lie primarily in large research 
oriented academic teaching hospitals and 
overseas with developing nations. The par
adox here is the group holding up the 
development and deployment of this tech
nology is the same group that has the most 
money to gain by implementing it. Given 
this scenario, the future of telemedicine is 
not held up by technology but the gover
nors of the healthcare market place and the 
dollars that flow within it.



A MSTERDAM, capital 
of the Netherlands, is 
one of the world's best

hangouts, a place where you can 
immerse yourself in history, art 
and culture. The city is a canny 
blend of old and new: radical 
squatter art installations hang off 
17th-century eaves, BMWs give 
way to bicycles and triple strength 
monk-made beer is served in steel 
and glass 'grand caffis'. 
Amsterdam combines a huge case 
of big city exuberance with small
town manageability; it doesn't 
take much more than chaining 
your bike to a bridge to feel like 
you've got a handle on the place. 
Amsterdam is a cosmopolitan 
cauldron that has been enticing 
migrants and non-conformists for 
decades. It's a thriving city, and 
one of the hardest for travellers to 
leave, going on the number of 
expatriates trying to bike around 
like locals. Amsterdam seems to 
thrive on its upbeat mix, and 
there's very little of the tourist
fatigue, which can take the happy

edge
off at other cities. Perhaps this is 
because Amsterdam's quintessen
tial Dutchness shines through: the 
17th & 18th century architecture, 
the fleets of bicycles, the tree- 
lined canals and scattered parks 
all contribute to the mood of the 
city. Amsterdam's centre is enjoy
ably small-scale, though finding 
your way around the canal belt 
can be confusing. The old city is 
contained within the ring of con
centric canals dating from the 
17th century that form the cres
cent-shaped canal belt bordered 
by the Singelgracht. Think of it as 
half a bicycle wheel: the medieval 
city around Centraal Station is the 
hub, and several main roads, 
minor canals and the Amstel River 
function as spokes. Dam Square, 
five minutes' walk south of the 
station, is the centre of town, but 
there are several other happening 
'centres', all within walking dis
tance, making the city a joy to 
explore on foot or by bicycle. 
Centraal Station, the central train 
and bus station, lies on the south 
bank of the Ijsselmeer. The airport 
at Schiphol is 18km southwest of

the
city centre. Museum
Attractions: The gateway to 
Amsterdam's museum quarter is 
the Rijksmuseum, the country's 
premier art museum and an easy 
place to overdose on old masters. 
As well as works by Rembrandt, 
Vermeer, Hals and Steen, there are 
dollhouses, delftware, Asiatic art, 
changing displays of prints and 
drawings and special travelling 
exhibitions. The Van Gogh 
Museum nearby houses about 200 
paintings by Vincent Van Gogh, 
including famous works like The 
Potato Eaters and The Yellow 
House in Arles. Japanese prints, 
which influenced the old ear
slicer, are also on display. The 
Stedelijk Museum next door 
focuses on art from 1850 to the 
present. It's one of the world's 
leading museums of modern art 
and has an eclectic, provocative 
collection. Many of Amsterdam's 
museums have a lighter side. The 
Amsterdam's Historisch Museum, 
housed in an old orphanage, has 
creative displays about the city, 
and the Nederland's 
Scheepvaartmuseum has an 

engaging collection of mar
itime memorabilia. Canals: 
Many of Amsterdam's 
canals were filled in around 
the start of the 20th century, 
mainly for sanitary reasons. 
The remaining waterways 
are still pretty filthy, but 
there's nothing like seeing 
Amsterdam by boat - just 
keep your eyes up and don't 
trail your eating hand wist
fully in the water. 
Amsterdam becomes even 
more picturesque from a 
duck's perspective: the hous
es look impossibly hig- 
gledy-pigglidy, leaning, 
looming and jostling on both 
sides of the canal; bridges 
arch over the water, some of 
them opening for tall water 
traffic; and you get to spy on 
all those magnificent house
boats, from restored barges 
overflowing with tomato 
plants and cats peeking from 
the portholes to sleek pur
pose-built 'arks' with feature 
windows and sundecks. 
There are numerous tourist 
boats doing the rounds, and 
it's also possible to rent a 
pedal boat, if you're feeling 
energetic. Of course, if the

canals 
freeze over in 
winter, the 
boats get stuck 
and there's skat
ing to be had. 
Amsterdam frozen 
over is a wonderful 
place: the locals dust 
off their ice skates, 
children and dogs 
scramble around, and 
vendors sell hot choco
late, gl,hwein and soup. 
Watch out for thin spots 
in the ice, especially 
under bridges and at the 
edges: people die under the 
ice every year. Begijnhof is 
an enclosed courtyard dating 
from the early 14th century. 
Hidden behind the busy Spui 
shopping strip, it's a surreal 
oasis of peace, with tiny houses 
grouped around a well-kept 
courtyard. The Begijnhof was 
formerly a convent inhabited by 
the Beguines, a Catholic order of 
unmarried or widowed women 
from wealthy families who cared 
for the elderly and lived a reli
gious life without taking monastic 
vows; the last true Beguines died 
in the 1970s. One of the houses 
here dates from 1465, making it 
the oldest maintained wooden 
house in the country. Events: It 
doesn't happen every year, but 
when it does, it's legendary: If the 
canals freeze right, you can't miss 
the 11-Cities' Journey, a gruelling 
skating marathon through the 
countryside of Friesland, held in 
Jan. In Mar, Catholics walk along 
the Holy Way in the Silent 
Procession, which commemorates 
the Miracle of Amsterdam. The 
Blues Festival is held the same 
month. Queen's Day, on 30Apr, is 
the day to be in Amsterdam - 
there's a free market, street par
ties, live music and lots of beer. 
National Windmill Day is in May 
and open garden days are held the 
same month. The Holland 
Festival, the country's biggest arts 
festival, runs throughout Jun, and 
in Aug local theatre groups and 
orchestras perform free through
out the city. Sep hosts the Flower 
Parade, and in Nov Sinterklaas 
arrives by ship from Spain. 
Sinterklaas, the traditional Dutch 
Christmas, is held on 5Dec, 
although gifts are handed out the

evening 
before. 
The stan- 
dard- 
issue 
Christmas 
is also cele
brated on the 
usual date. 
Off the 
Beaten Track: 
Jordaan is an 
old working
class neighbour
hood, now partly 
colonised by stu
dents; artists and 
trendies. This is a 
great place to wander 
around, get lost and 
soak up the atmos
phere of people going 
about their daily busi
ness. Houses here are 
tiny but tidy, with laced

cur
tains 
and 
win
dow 
boxes, 

and spi- 
onnetj e 

(little spy) 
mirrors 

attached to 
the win

dowsills so 
Auntie Greet 

can see who's 
coming and 

going. Jordaan is 
full of inviting 

pubs and restau
rants, offbeat 

shops, weird little 
art galleries and live

ly markets. There's 
also a high concentra

tion of hofjes (court-

yards) 
here, 

many of 
them 
with 

beautifully 
restored 

houses and 
lovingly 
maintained 

gardens. In 
theory, they're 

closed to the 
public, but if you 

do come across 
one of the unob

trusive entrances, 
and it is unlocked, 

most residents won't 
mind if you sneak a 
peak. Amsterdam

Noord (North 
Amsterdam) was a 

marshland area with 
shifting contours. But as 

Amsterdam spread, a 
thriving Dutch working

class neighbourhood devel
oped out of this. Amsterdam 

Noord is a good place to get a 
glimpse of traditional Dutch 
life well away from the 
crowds in the old town, and 
there are large public markets 
here on Wed, Fri & Sat that 
rarely see any tourists. A free 
pedestrian ferry crosses the 
Ijsselmeer behind Centraal 
Station to the Noordhollands 
Kanaal. Amsterdam's 'Red- 
Light District' is actually a 
very pretty part of town: you 
can pretend you're there for 
the architecture if you need 
an excuse. The area has been 
sending sailors broke since 
the 14th century with houses 
of ill repute and countless 
distilleries. Activities: The 
locals are big on ice-skating, 
especially on frozen canals, 
cycling (in fact, it's one of the 
main ways to get around), 
and jogging, particularly in 
the Vondelpark. The 
Amsterdam's Bos has several 
jogging and walking trails. At 
Het Twiske you can walk, 
bike or rent boats. The Dutch 
are avid sailors, and wind
surfing is almost a national 
sport. On weekends a fleet of 
restored flat-bottomed boats 
crisscross the watery expanse 
of the Ijsselmeer. Getting

Around: The air
port, Schiphol, is 18km 
southwest of the city centre. 
A taxi into the city takes 20- 
45 minutes and costs about 
$25. Trains to Centraal 
Station leave every 15 min
utes and cost about $3. Trains 
also connect the airport to 
stations throughout the coun
try. Free shuttle buses run to 
many of they city's big hotels. 
You can get around lots of 
Amsterdam on foot. Public 
transport is very good - its 
hub is Centraal Station, 
where tram, bus and metro 
lines converge. You can get a 
free map of central-area pub
lic transport at 
the station.
Ticketing is 
based on 
zones, with 
the same tick
et valid on 
buses, trams 
and metros. 
You can buy 
tickets at out
lets around the 
city, or on the 
transport 
itself. Trams 
are good for 
the inner city; 
buses go far
ther out, 
while the 
metro is most 
useful for 
getting to the 
international 
bus station. 
Driving in the 
city is active
ly discour
aged, and 
there's 
absolutely no 
free parking 
in the canal 
zone. If you 
don't buy a 
parking 
voucher 
you'll be 
wheel- 
clamped. It 
makes more 
sense to park 
outside the 
city and come 
in on public 
transport. 
Motorcyclists

can park on the pavement 
free of charge. Amsterdam 
taxis are among the most 
expensive in Europe. It will 
cost you no more to call one 
than to hail it, although in 
theory you aren't supposed to 
pick up a cab on the street. 
Amsterdam has 550,000 
bicycles and this is an ideal 
way to get around, although 
you need to get used to the 
idea of having your bike 
stolen. If you're going to be 
around for more than a 
month, consider buying a sec
ondhand bike, and make sure 
you buy a lock as well. 
Copyright Lonely Planet

Guide.
Usefill Links:
http://www.visitholland.com/ 
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/ 
Note from Correspondent: 
Amsterdam has always been 
a fun city to visit. Don’t miss 
out the Canal Tour!
ABDEL HAKIM ASHIBLIE
Correspondent - ‘Travel & 

Leisure’

abdel_hakim@ashiblie.net

NEWS BRIEFS

KLM - ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES has launched 'KLM
CAROUSEL' - a Mediterranean Cruise package in conjunction with 

ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL. 'Grandeur Of The Seas' offers 
a cruise through Civitavecchia/Rome (Italy), Katakolon, Santorini & 
Piraeus (Greece) and Kusadasi (Turkey) whereas 'Splendour Of The Seas' 
offers Venice (Italy), Piraeus, Iraklion & Corfu (Greece) and Kusadasi 
(Turkey). Prices start from $1320 and include roundtrip economy airfare 
Dubai-Rome-Dubai or Dubai-Venice-Dubai, Twin Sharing accommodation 
with full board, entertainment on board ship & Health Club facilities.

http://www.visitholland.com/
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/
mailto:abdel_hakim@ashiblie.net
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