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Despite Yemen’s Clear Condemnation of Attacks on NYC and Washington DC

Yemeni Public Opposes Planned US Strikes
Results of a limited survey carried 
out by Yemen Times in three main 
Yemeni cities revealed that the 
public is opposing the planned US 
strikes against Afghanistan. This 
comes after Yemen officially 
denounced and condemned the 
attack of last Tuesday, September 
11. In the survey, the public also 
condemned the attack and consid
ered it a clear act of ruthless terror 
that comes against Islam as a reli
gion. However, they also pointed 
out the hatred that has resulted 
from the US stances regarding 
issues concerning the Third 
World. In addition, they criticized 
USA’s biased position regarding 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Yemeni officials refrained from 
responding to the Yemen 
Times’ questions regarding 
whether Yemen will join 
the alliance called for by 
the USA against terrorism, 
and whether Yemen will 
support any military action 
against Afghanistan, 
claiming that the official 
response is “shaping up”.
However, the main opposi
tion party, the Yemeni 
Congregation for Reform 
Party (Islah) has clearly 
opposed any future action 
against Afghanistan or any 

Islamic or Arab country.
Sheikh Hamoud bin Hashim Al- 
Dharihi, Supreme Committee 
member of Islah, has clearly 
opposed any military action 
against any country. “The USA 
has to understand that it should 
not rush to reckless conclusions 
and accusations and commit a 
military action that it will later 
regret!,” he said. As far as the offi
cial stand of Islah is concerned, 
Sheikh Al-Dharihi added, “Islah 
has condemned the terrorist 
attacks against the US, but at the 
same time, Islah openly opposes 
any uncalculated move or retalia
tion without collecting enough 
evidence about the culprits.”
Continued on page 4

Editor-in-Chief of YT along with several Yemeni per
sonalities presenting their condolences with the US 
Embassy in Sana’a, Friday, September 14. Xinhua

German Hostage Moved to the Mountains
Tribal sources told the Yemen 
Times that the German 
Commercial Attache, Rainer 
Burns, was moved last 
Wednesday to a mountainous 
area that is difficult for the gov
ernment troops to reach. They 
added that moving the German 
hostage happened last 
Wednesday morning after five 
RPG missiles were fired at the 
government forces stationed in 
the area. “The German hostage 
was moved while the govern
ment’s troops were watching him, 
but remained helpless as the kid
nappers pointed guns at his head 
and threatened to kill him if the 
troops made any attempt to inter
vene,” a source told Yemen

Times.
The abductors then took the 
German diplomat on foot to a 
mountainous area amid news 
reports that his health condition 
has greatly deteriorated. A tribal 
source added that the kidnappers 
Mohammed Ali Al-Zaidi, Ahmed 
Ali Al-Zaidi and a third person, 
who all belong to Al-Zaidi tribe, 
refused to submit themselves or 
the hostage to Sheikh Rabish bin 
Ka’alan, Sheikh Sultan Al- 
Aradah and Sheik Tariq Al- 
Fathli. The same source added 
that negotiations and mediations 
of these sheikhs are underway, 
however, no solution has so far 
been reached.
On the other hand, security forces 

in the Mareb Governorate 
detained Hassan Al-Zaidi, a jour
nalist of the Yemen Times, in 
Mareb on Saturday while he was 
heading to a certain area at the 
governorate. Al-Zaidi is said to 
be at a detention belonging to the 
Political Security Office in Mareb 
and no visits are allowed to him 
at the detention. In a press release 
addressed to the Yemeni 
Journalists Syndicate, the Yemen 
Times urged the immediate 
release of Mr. Al-Zaidi and 
described detaining him as a vio
lation of human rights. The 
release further demanded that the 
governor of Mareb and all the 
authorities concerned promptly 
release him.

US FBI Investigators 
Leave Yemen

A Yemeni Security official men
tioned that the 12 US investiga
tors probing the Cole incident left 
Yemen on Wednesday because of 
what appears to be fear of a near 
attack. The FBI agents left Yemen 
on orders from Washington fol
lowing last Tuesday's attacks in 
New York and Washington. 
"Their departure is a routine pre
caution against possible attack," 
he added, affirming that there was 
no specific threat against them. 
The USS Cole incident on 
October 12, 2000 caused severe 
damage to the warship and the 
death of 17 mariners.

116 Sri Lankan Passengers Detained at the 
Port of Aden

116 Sri Lankan passengers are 
still detained at Aden Sea Port 
for illegally arriving in the 
Yemeni territorial waters.
The passengers arrived in two 
boats on August 16 and 26, 2001 
for refueling at Aden Sea Port. 
Yemen Times learned that secu-

rity authorities at the Port 
detained the Sri Lankan passen
gers after entering it with their 
conventional boats.
The two boats, which are used 
for smuggling workers to neigh
boring countries, were over
crowded, and most of the passen-

gers have no passports.
The source said that the boats 
lacked safety measures and were 
carrying a large number of pas
sengers. He added that owner of 
the boats would be contacted to 
send a well-equipped ship to col
lect them.

Yemen to organize weekly 
flights to Baghdad

Yemen has officially requested Jordan to allow Yemeni 
flights to cross Jordanian airspace to Baghdad. The Al- 
Zawraa Newspaper mentioned that Yemen wanted to 
organize weekly flights from Sanaa to Baghdad to meet the 
increasing demands of travelers between the two cities.

24 Exiled Yemeni Military 
Officers Back Home

A Yemeni military returnee said that 
24 Yemeni army officers and politi
cians returned Friday to Aden from 
Damascus, Syria after a seven-year 
exile. Lt. Col. Mahdi Shaush said 
that a group of 20 officers, four 
civilians and more than 75 family 
members returned from Damascus. 
The returnees were leaders in the 
abortive 1994 secession attempt by 
formerly South Yemen which had 
been unified with former Yemen 
Arab Republic in 1990 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
earlier issued a pardon and 
gave his directives to ease the 
return of the exiles. SUZUKI 
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Words of Wisdom
One of the major problems of Yemen is 
that there is no way of identifying the 
true worth of an individual in terms of 
knowledge and know-how. All levels of 
examinations in schools have lost their 
meaning, and they have become hollow 
procedures. Cheating is rampant, evalua
tion is less than objective and thorough, 

and grades are "adjusted and read
justed" long after the results are 
announced.
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999) 

Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
Another Test for Our Leadership

W
 e are now in a time of test for our leadership 
regarding Yemen’s official position to any 
future USA attacks against, as the USA calls 
them, “terrorist harboring countries,” 
including - but possibly not limited to - 

Afghanistan.
Yemen must decide today whether it is with or against the 
USA in its action and war against other countries that are 
accused of harboring terrorists.
President of the USA, George W. Bush, has openly stated that 
Osama bin Laden is the prime suspect and target of future US 
attacks. The USA has partially succeeded in gaining the 
support of the West in its future campaign, but is still working 
on convincing Arab and Islamic countries to join in this 
alliance.
Will Yemen be part of this alliance? Will Yemen support the 
USA in its attacks? Or will Yemen stand neutral in this regard, 
as it did in the Gulf War when the alliance attacked Iraq?
All those questions will be answered quite soon, especially 
since the US is in its full readiness to start the campaign that 
could potentially drag the whole region to a state of instability. 
Some countries have suggested that the US think twice about 
any future action against any country.
Some Arab countries have already given the green light to the 
states to start its war or retaliation. Other countries, including 
Yemen, are still hesitant in this regard. Observers believe that 
it is now a matter of days, if not hours, before the US starts 
striking its target and begins the battle on the ground.
It is well-known that the US president is obliged to obey the 
American people, who are in a state of grief, sadness, and 
anger because of what happened. Surveys revealed that a 
significant number of the American public is eager to retaliate 
and wants action to be taken quickly and powerfully. This 
gives little chance for an escape from a certain military 
campaign.
However, in the Third World, the public has little affect on the 
regimes and leaders. In Yemen, for instance, the Yemeni public 
is convinced that such attacks are not favorable and are 
opposed by the Yemeni community. However, it is not certain 
whether this will reflect itself on the decisions of our President, 
Ali Abdullah Saleh, regarding whether to support or oppose 
the US actions.
All we need to do now is wait and see how this state of war 
develops and how the different countries, including Yemen, 
will react to such a development. Even though it is a tough 
decision for Yemen and a difficult test for the our leadership, 
we need to decide and state our opinion clearly and strongly.

Meeting between the Agricultural 
Cooperative Union & FAO

A meeting was held in Sana’a 
between the Agricultural 
Cooperative Union and the 
Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO). During 
the meeting, issues pertaining 
to agricultural, rural develop
ment and food security were 
discussed. The meeting, which 
included Ali Mohammed al- 
Suraimi, Chairman of the 
Agricultural Cooperative

Union, and Abdulrahman al- 
Olefi, Secretary-General of the 
Agricultural Cooperative 
Union, discussed what has been 
achieved in the previous years, 
particularly with issues related 
to institutionalizing the cooper
ative work in the Republic of 
Yemen in light of the outcomes 
of technical studies presented 
by some international experts 
and consultants in this field.
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PM Inaugurates Scientific Meeting Works Over 
Yemeni Agricultural Strategy

Yesterday the PM Dr. Abdulkader Bajamal, 
inaugurated the Scientific Meeting Works 
which revolved on the Yemeni agricultural 
strategies in the twenty-first century. The 
meeting was held in Aden University Hall for 
Conferences on Sunday, September, 2001, in 
cooperation with the Minister of Agriculture. 
In a statement to YT, Dr. Abbas Bowazeer, the 
Dean of Naser College for Agricultural 
Sciences and the Chairman of the Preparatory 
Committee said that the participants had dis

cussed 55 working papers through eight ses
sions. They participants have discussed the 
agricultural policies, food production, the cur
rent situation of agricultural development, 
investment and finance, the role of women in 
agricultural development, and agricultural 
instruction and research. As for companies 
and institutions, around 17 institutions partic
ipated in the meeting along with the two 
Ministers of Planning & Development and 
Agriculture.

In Taiz: Local Day to Support Women
Under the motto " for a Better Future" the 
activity of the National Day to support women 
was held in the Yemeni Women Union Hall in 
Taiz. This activity was organized by the 
Women's Integration Project in Development, 
the Society Development Center, and in coop
eration with UNIFP. The symposium was 
attended by the National Manager of the

Project. Dr. Mohammed Kahtan delivered a 
speech in which he placed a great stress on the 
role of women in economic development. At 
the same time, the female lawyer, Ishrak Al- 
Maktari delivered a lecture on women's situa
tion in national legislation and international 
charters which Yemen ratified as the CEDAW 
agreement.

Human Rights Minister Positively Reacts to YT
The Minister of the Human Rights in Yemen, 
Dr. Waheeba Farae, has positively reacted to 
what YT has published in its issue, 13/8/2001, 
concerning Abdullah Mohammed Al-Ahdal's 
complaint about his rights' infringement by a 
military man belonging to the Air Defense 
Forces. In this respect, the Minister has been 
informed of the case published in the weekly

YT newspaper. She sent a letter along with 
other related documents to the Manager of the 
Legal Administration Affairs in the Ministry, 
the lawyer, Abdullah Hashem. Consequently, 
YT staff express their appreciation for this 
reaction by the Human Rights Ministry repre
sented by Dr. Waheeba Farae in this respect.

PAD Concludes Bazaar for Refugees
A two-day bazaar began last Thursday by the 
Refuge Community Center of the Partners for 
Development (PAD). The bazaar has been an 
annual custom of PAD since 1996. Partners for 
Development is a Yemeni NGO based in 
Sana’a. It is a major implementing partner of 
the UNHCR. It provides assistance to refugees 
and to Yemeni beneficiaries through develop
ment programs such as health, education and 
training programs.
The bazaar covered a wide range of activities 
all day long, from 10.00 a.m. to 8.00 p.m. 
Activities included an art exhibition, tradition
al handicrafts, food from the Horn of Africa, 
henna painting, hair braiding, and an Ethiopian 
and Eritarian coffee ceremony that was pre
sented during the day. Moreover, a children’s 
corner was created and offered games and tra
ditional story-telling. The bazaar included pop
ular evening performances from the Somali 
Fan Band and the Ethiopian Cultural Dress 
Dance Show with new acts such as the 
Ethiopian choir and the famous Sudanese 
singer, Osama.

“The bazaar’s objective is to provide an oppor
tunity for refugees in Sana’a to earn additional 
income by selling their handicrafts and other 
goods,” Cindy Isaac told the Yemen Times, 
adding that it also provides information about 
the very diverse refugee community in Yemen. 
PAD has been quite active in organizing activ
ities and events that serve the refugee commu
nity and introduce their customs and traditions 
to Yemeni people. PAD is currently conducting 
many activities, including refugee assistance 
upon arriving in Yemen, and counseling servic
es. Social counselors directly assist refugees 
four days a week on an open-door basis. The 
main role of this social assistance program is to 
help refugees live in a new environment by 
assisting with day-to-day problems. 
Furthermore, PAD also provides specialized 
training and promotes utilization of skills of 
refugees. PAD is looking forward to expanding 
its activities and working with new agencies 
and partners in the development sector in 
Yemen.

Indian Photo
Exhibition Held

The Embassy of India in Sana'a, has received 
an Indian Exhibition entitled " My Land, My 
People," which is planned to be exhibited in 
different cities in the Republic of Yemen, 
including Sana'a, Aden, Taiz, and Hodeidah. 
This photo exhibition, crated by international
ly renowned Indian photographer Mr. Raghu 
Rai, is from the collection of the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations in New Delhi. 
It consists of black and white framed photo
graphs comprising award-winning works of 
eminent professional Indian photographers, 
depicting various lifestyles in different parts 
of India. The exhibition in Sana'a began at the 
embassy of India Saturday, 15th September 
and will continue until Wednesday, 19th 
September.

Training Course on School Health 
Concludes Today
The Sana’a Health Institute concludes its train
ing course on school health today, which is 
financed by the UNDP. Thirty five teachers 
from 35 different schools participated in the 
course, which lasted for 20 days.

Business Sector Units’ Budgets 
Approved
The cabinet has approved the final accounts 
for the private and joint sector units for the fis
cal year 2000. The cabinet has also discussed 
the report presented by the Ministry of Finance 
concerning the status of foreign debts which 
have dropped from USD 9.984000.000 in 
1995 to 4.905.000.000 on 30-6-2001.

Symposium on Development of 
Yemeni Islands
The General Authority for the Promotion and 
Development of Yemeni Islands is organizing 
a symposium on the development of the 
Yemeni Islands at the Police Officer’s Club on 
September 22-23, 2001. Discussions will cen
ter on the current economic and social situa
tion of the Yemeni islands, as well as pollution, 
effective administration of the coastal areas 
and islands, Red Sea coral reefs, etc.

Seminar on Depression Concludes 
The first seminar on depression and disorders, 
organized by the Yemeni Physicians and 
Pharmacists Syndicate in Sana’a concluded 
last Saturday.
Suicide’s connection with depression, women 
and children’s depression, etc., were discussed 
elaborately.
Discussions revealed that many Yemenis suf
fer from depression due to the deplorable eco
nomic condition of the country.

Central Pharmacy Established in 
Hadramaut
Preparations are underway at the Health & 
Population Office in Hadramaut, to establish a 
central pharmacy for providing medicines for 
incurable and chronic diseases. Dr. Salem 
Abdullah, Director-General of the Office, told 
the Yemen Times that the new trends of the 
Health & Population Office in Hadramaut aim 
at improving the quality standard of health 
services provided to the citizens. The ministry 
will focus on providing free medicine for the 
incurable and chronic diseases, due to their 
high prices which incur heavy burdens on peo
ple with low incomes.

Breakthrough in Government and 
Opposition Dialogue

The dialogue between government and 
the opposition about draft amendments 
to elections law is still going on amid 
indications of a breakthrough in some 
points of the discussions. Opposition 
sources told YT that the two sides are 
serious about the discussion and that 
they have agreed to conclude the dia
logue by the 21st of this month, and 
then be endorsed by the parliament. 
The two sides have agreed that the 
Supreme Election Committee (SEC) 
would be formed by members of polit
ical parties, which was denied by the 
ruling party (PGC) in the beginning. 
But the sources said that Mr. Yahia 
Mutwakil, PGC Assistant Secretary 
General confirmed that PGC accepted 
the political parties representation in 
the SEC on the condition of some reg
ulations to ensure the neutrality of 
SEC. He said members of SEC should 
resign from their parties in the SEC, 
which will ensure its neutrality and 
prevent the monopoly of any single 
party. But the opposition to the govern
ment has not agreed on the mechanism

of this representation, whether it will 
be based on the number of votes each 
political party gets in election or not. 
Furthermore, the two sides have not 
agreed on the question of military 
men’s place in voting, and because of 
the wide gap over this issue the PGC 
and the opposition decided to postpone 
the matter without giving a fixed date 
to resume talks on this issue.
The sources said opposition suggested 
that military men can vote only in two 
places, either their birthplace or their 
permanent place of residence. This 
suggestion was strongly opposed by 
PGC and said it aimed at abolishing 
their voting rights. But opposition said 
this would abolish the influence of the 
ruling party to vote for its candidates. 
The other alternative the opposition 
suggested was to abolish military 
men’s rights in voting, as voting for 
political parties entails a sort of politi
cal affiliation which is forbidden 
among the military. The constitution 
forbids military people’s affiliation to 
any political party.

“Yemeni Contemporary Paintings”
The French Cultural Center 
(FCC) announced that it will be 
holding the exhibition “Yemeni 
contemporary paintings” in 
Sana'a during 17-30 September 
2001. The exhibition will be 
open to the public five days a 
week (Saturday to Wednesday) 
on the 2nd floor of the French 
Cultural Center, from 9 a.m. - 1 
p.m. and from 4 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Six of the most famous artists in 
Yemen will present their new 
work on this unique occasion. 
Amnah Al Nassiri, Rima Kasim, 
Mazher Nizar and Talal Al 
Najar, the four members of the 
recently created studio “Atelier 
Sana'a,” together with Yassin 
Ghaleb and Amin Nasher, have 
decided to give a fresh boost to 
the modern art movement to 
which they’ve all contributed
for the last fifteen years. They resisted 
the temptation of pushing themselves 
forward individually, and as Amnah Al 
Nassiri puts it they will join their 
strength to “bring modern art to 
Yemeni society.” Their various back
grounds and influences have inspired 
them. They have different styles, but 
still, they dedicate themselves to fol
lowing a common line - continuously 
searching for new techniques and 
ideas, and at the same time referring to 
Yemen, its traditions and its folklore.
On this occasion, Marie Gal of the

French Cultural Center said, "The 
French Cultural Center is proud to wel
come those brilliant painters and is 
pleased to invite everybody to discov
er a series of paintings that have never 
before been presented to the public."

Erratum
In the last issue of Yemen Times 
there was a typographical error in 
writing the amount of fish 
exports, which should be USD 28 
million and not 28 billion.
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Al-Nass Editor-in-Chief Hameed Ahmad Shahra:

A Professional Journalist is One Who Creates 
Sana’a is the Capital of Sinks

A
1-Nass Editor-in-Chief 
Hameed Ahmad 
Shahra could create a 
distinguished picture 
to his weekly newspa

per in a short period of time. This 
intellectual personality could cope 
with the current situation in Yemen 
successfully with his newspaper. A 
book titled Smile Demise (Masra Al- 
Ebtisama) was issued in which the 
writer deals with the Brothers 
Islamic Movement in 1948. Bassam 
Al-Saqqaf of YT has met with him 
and filed the following interview.

Q: How do you evaluate the future of 
journalism? What does it lack, par
ticularly here in Yemen?
A: I think with the increase of the num
ber of the publications whether regular 
or periodical, it seems for the viewer 
that there is an improvement. But as a 
matter of fact, journalism is still lack
ing the human and material potentials. 
This can be clearly seen through the 
reality of Yemeni journalism. We see 
with our own eyes only one editor for 
more than one newspaper. If the indi
vidual does his best for for the benefit 
of his party, it is sure that it will be an 
abortive one. The journalism in Yemen 
is poor; up to this moment we don't 
have any press establishments and 
institutions which can participate in the 
trade work as an investment in the field 
of media. The matter is likened to the 
so-called circulars in which the content 
and style is very poor.

Q: Al-Nass Weekly newspaper could 
achieve wide popularity in a short 
period of time. What makes it differ
ent from other newspapers?
A: I think this can be explained from 
two angles. The first one is that the 
magazine is not restricted in itself; it 
deals widely with all opinions and in 
each page you can find contrary opin
ions. The second aspect is that its main 
concern is on social aspects. Political 
issues and topics are lacking in our 
newspaper. The main feature of our 
magazine is the simplicity, whether in 
publications, in writing, or in its com
mentary. We as journalists, we make 
use of others' experiences in the field 
of journalism. In this short period, we 
could achieve what we have dreamed 
of. Now the newspaper is progressing 
by leaps and bounds.

Q: You have stood alone in issuing a 
special supplement concerning the

Palestinian issue. Have you 
published that supplement to 
pursue the current situation 
in the occupied land, or is it 
going to be continued?
A: We will go on to issue that 
supplement concerning the cur
rent situation in the occupied 
land. The issue itself represents 
all Arabs and Muslims.

Q: Do you intend to publish 
other supplements in other 
creative areas such as sports 
or culture?
A: We intend only to issue a 
sport and news supplement 
entitled Al-Nass in order to pur
sue the current situations in the 
governates and the remote vil
lages. Actually, we don't intend 
to publish any cultural supple
ments.

Q: How do you assess the role of 
women in the Yemeni media? Do 
women play a leading role in the 
media, or do men themselves control 
the media?
A: It is neither controlled by men nor

by women. It can not be classified as 
such. There are no imposed barriers 
which stand against women; the barri
ers can be found within the woman her
self. Culture, environment, and back
wardness reflects negatively on both 
men and women. For the most part, I 
think man's ambition is limitless, 
whereas woman, for a number of rea
sons, such as ignorance, is isolated 
from this aspect.

Q: There is rumor that Al-Nass 
newspaper is confederated with Al- 
Sahwa newspaper. What are your 
comments?
A: Let them say whatever they want. It 
seems to me that the last page of our

newspaper makes them say so. But if 
we closely analyze both of the newspa
pers we will see a big difference. For 
example the Islah, the Congress, and 
the opposition’s positions have little 
coverage on our pages. If you look 
closely to other newspapers you will 
see that all these newspapers front
paged the Islah's issues. It is the only 
party in the political arena, and the 
political battle now is between Islah 
and the PGC. The problem is that their 
point of view lies with the Editor-in- 
Chief who a member in the Islah Party. 
That is why they say that Al-Nass is a 
confederate of the Al-Sahwa newspa
per. But I confirm again through care
ful reading of the Al-Nass newspaper, 
it will be noted here that the newspaper 
has different concerns and issues from 
that of the Al-Sahwa newspaper.

Q: In your own point of view, what 
are the qualities of a professional 
journalist?
A: To me, he is the man who creates 
and who is faithful in his work.

Q; Al-Nowafeth Magazine (Windows 
Magazine) could also achieve a dra
matic shift in the field of journalism, 
but we see that it has been stopped. 
Why has it stopped since its publica
tion in 1997?
A: As it is known to all that the news
paper has encountered financial crises 
because its costs exceed its revenue.

Q: In your book “the Smile Demise" 
you have related the Brothers 
Islamic Movement to the 1948 
Movement. How did you come to 
such idea?
A: When I joined the Movement in 
1989, I was reading the history of the

National Yemeni Movement. Through 
my reading, I closely followed the his
tory of the movement and looked for 
more details related to the movement, 
so that I could collect a number of ref
erences and documents concerning this 
subject. I was supported by Nasr Taha 
and Mohammed Zabara. They encour
aged me to publish the book under the 
supervision of the Strategic Studies 
Center. The book mainly focuses on 
the role of the Brothers Islamists in the 
National Movement ( 1938 - 1948) and 
their role in 1948 coup d'etat. This 
book is a reference to researchers and 
students.

Q: You have mentioned in your arti
cles in the newspaper saying that the 
inexperienced young people in the 
government will bring about failure 
as that of the former government. Is 
that true?
A: First of all, there aren’t any young 
ministers, and if they are young, they 
are spiritually old. At last there is a 
culture in which they live under the 
same roof. In this country there is no 
difference between young or old minis
ters.

Q: What about cudgels which have 
been imported recently?
A: To put down the riot.

Q: What is your opinion concerning 
the legal case filed by Al-Qasemi 
against Al-Nass and Sadek Nasher?
A: I think the case is absurd and does
n't deserve any attention at all. It is 
supposed to Al-Kasemi being brought 
up for trial for his stealing qat and pla
giarizing publications.

Q:Do you think that Yemen will be

the cultural capital for the year 
2004?
A: I think it will not be because it is 
unqualified. I agree with Al-rasehi that 
it will be the capital of sinks

Q: The journalists’ infringements in 
Yemen have the same idea of stand
ing against journalists of the gov
ernment and the opposition parties. 
Do you agree with me?
A: The Yemeni's tyranny and despoti- 
cism can be found within the Yemeni

mentality, both within the rulers and 
the ruled. All Yemenis have the same 
mentality starting from the headmas
ters passing through the Secretary 
General of any given party. They prac
tice the same style practiced by the 
government.

Q: What is your vision for the future 
of Yemen in 25 years?
A: Generally speaking, I think that my 
son will be the editor-in-chief, and he 
will be an army officer.

The Yemenis’ tyranny 
and despoticism can 
be found within the 

Yemeni mentality, both 
within the rulers and 

the ruled

Accountant Basic Education Expansion Project 
(IDA credit No. 3422)

The Ministry of Education (MOE)-Credit Administration Unit (CAU)-seeks 
applicants for the position of Accountant to assist the financial Officer in runn
ing the project financially.

The Accountant Would:

- Prepare the withdrawal applications, claims, and related governmental letters 
- Record transactions in the computerized accounting system of the financial 

activities of the project:-

• Maintain the petty cash.
• Make the necessary vouchers and receipts for all deposits and withdrawal 

to and from the credit, and record them in the predefined chart of accounts 
in the system.

• Make a monthly replenishment of the S/A and maintain the necessary con
trol registers for all procured civil works, goods. & technical assistance.

• Follow-up with related ministries and the Central Bank of Yemen.
• Make a monthly reconciliation of the special account and other current 

accounts (if any), make a necessary adjustments & monthly closing entries.

Make sure that all bank statements, withdrawal applications, claims, corre
spondence are properly filed and easily accessible once required.

Qualifications:

- A minimum of Bachelor’s degree in Accounting.
- Minimum of 3 years of professional experience in accounting.
- Reasonable knowledge of International Accounting Standards familiarity 

with the governments and IDA's requirement.
- Experience in the use of accounting softwares.
- Proficiency in both Arabic and English.

All applications should be submitted to Credit Administrative Unit (CAU) by 
September 22,2001, at the following address:

Basic Education Expansion Project 
Projects’ Sector-Ministry of Education 

Sana’a, Baghdad Street- 
P.O. Box 16392



4 17 September, 2001

Continued from page 1
Yemeni Public Opposes Planned US Strikes
Being part of the survey, Faris Al- 
Saqqaf, Chairman of the Sana’a-based 
Future Studies Center, said, “Yemenis 
are all united in condemning the terror
ist actions against the USA. However, 
they are also united in opposing any 
violence in the form of retaliation by 
the USA, which will not solve the 
problem. Fundamentalist Islamists 
seem to be the main target of the USA, 
regardless of Osama bin Laden, and 
any strike against Afghanistan alone 
will certainly add to the hatred of those 
fundamentalists who could seek 
revenge in even more ruthless attacks. 
The decision of the USA to use force at 
this time is definitely not at all wise. It 
will open a Pandora’s box that will 

cause more troubles for this superpow
er. The USA should instead concen
trate on realizing why this hatred has 
developed, and try to reconsider its 
strategies and actions.”

This comes after the U.S. President 
George W. Bush on Saturday, called 
Yemeni-born migrant to Saudi Arabia, 
millionaire Osama bin Laden, a “prime 
suspect” in Tuesday’s terrorist attacks 
on the country, saying that he cannot 
“hide from the United States.”

The Yemen Times also learned that the 
cabinet, along with the leadership, 
have been holding meetings to discuss 
Yemen’s stance regarding the “war” 
that has been declared by US President 

Bush, who urged U.S. troops to get 
ready to retaliate for America’s worst 
terrorist attack. This is a clear-cut indi
cation that attacking Afghanistan is 
now very much imminent.

On another level, members of the 
Yemeni community, including journal
ists, politicians, NGO representatives, 
and many citizens paid their condo
lences to the US embassy on Friday. 
Among the condolers was the Editor
in-Chief of the Yemen Times who said, 
“The large number of people who have 
come to pay their condolences reflects 
the sympathy of Yemenis toward the 
US, which has lost thousands of its cit
izens in this tragedy.”
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Machination of History

Hassan Al-Udeini 
Editor-in-Chief of 
Al-lsbou 
newspaper

I
 can hardly believe that there are 

normal people who feel happy 
with the terrorist attacks on 
some of the important centers in 
the US. No conscience will sup

port such terrorist actions that caused 
heavy damage only because they took 
place in the US, the most powerful and 
arrogant country in the world. And no 
rational people will feel rejoiced with 
the killing of thousands of innocent 
people because they are American. 
Conscience and rationalism dictate the 
condemnation of the attacks on the US, 
disregarding the bitterness we feel 
towards the country for its unfair policy, 
especially with the weakest nations. 
These attacks, at the same time, should 
force the US to be more careful when 
pointing fingers at Arabs and Muslims, 
as usual, because this can mislead those 
trying to find out the truth. It was natu
ral for Arab and Islamic countries and 
organizations to hurry to condemn the 
incident and express their condolences 
with the American leadership and peo
ple. Their motivation has been more 
humanitarian than out of fear. But the 
US leaders go on accusing and threaten
ing Arabs and Muslims. The media, 
which is greatly influenced and con
trolled by the Zionists, has been pro

moting hatred against Arabs, as a race 
and against Islam, as a religion. When 
the US president said attackers would 
be tracked down and tried, a renowned 
editor in the Washington Post wrote: “to 
war not to court.”
Interestingly, Israel has followed strict

safety measures. For Britain and some 
other European countries it was pre
dictable that they would take reasonable 
safety measures. But Israel has been 
doing exactly what the US is doing, 
such as closing airports, and its Prime 
Minister stated that Israel and America 
are equally facing terrorism. Following 
the Attack on New York and 
Washington, it intensified military oper
ations in many Palestinian cities leaving 
behind heaps of ruins and bodies.
Israel is not located opposite the US like 
the European countries and it is not 
open for cosmopolitan people to expect 
what happened in America to happen in 
the occupied land. In other words, it has 
been trying to convince the world that 
the attacks on America were carried out 
by the people it everyday fights. Thus, 
its crimes against these people are legal, 
and peoples of the world are supposed 
to support it.
Apart from emotions, the attacks carry 
political indications that may help pre
dict some changes in the world balances 
in the 21st century. The previous centu
ry was greatly dominated by the US, 
and it is believed that the following cen
tury will likely be the same.
The US successfully dominated the 
20th century to be the first economic 
and military power in the world. 
Peoples of the world have different and 
contradictory images of this power. Its 
strong economy has been based on rich 
agricultural and mineral wealth, love of 
adventure, freedom of competition, etc.

But it has also been built on 
eradication of its native peo
ple and exploitation of mil
lions of people who were 
brought from Mid-Africa. It 
also exploits nations 
through its overseas compa
nies. Its lust for wealth and 
economic power makes it 
vigorous in conspiring 
against countries and mur
dering its enemies in other 
countries. To effectively 
carry out such dirty mis
sions, it set up the most 
powerful intelligence 
agency (CIA).
Its economic power, which 
has been enhanced by its 
military power, went 
beyond its borders during 
the World War I and II. 
During the World War II it 
used the atomic bomb
against Japan. When it 
became addicted to killing 
outside its borders, it under
went the Vietnam complex. 
This complex was over by

winning the Cold War, which was fol
lowed by wars against Iraq, Libya, 
Sudan Afghanistan, Kosovo, etc. This 
makes many people call it the Empire of 
Evil.
This empire was not a giant by its 
weaponry, but by its spirit as well. Most

of the great scientific inventions and 
discoveries that carried man to the sky 
and converted the whole world into a 
global village were American. The most 
modern theories in politics, sociology, 
economics, science, arts, etc., come 
from America too. It is in the US that 
theater and cinema have flourished to 
the extent that it makes Hollywood an 
overwhelming example of shifting man 
from reality in a unique way that has 
never been done by myths or religious 
stories.
The US has also been the country of 
freedom and equal opportunities. It has 
undergone a very long war to free slaves 
and make them equal to the whites. 
Even visitors and homeless people are 
protected by law there. For these rea
sons the US has been the No. 1 power in 
the world, entering the 21st century 
with no rivals.
However, America, in which the presi
dent bows by force of law, has been 
hysterically playing with the interna
tional law. There have been strong 
counties playing the role of the advo
cate to weak people. These countries 
joined hands with the weak and 
wronged against the aggressors and 
unfair. The US has never played this 
noble role. It has rather been playing the 
role of a thug, supporting the strong 
against the weak. This is why it has 
been continuing its humiliating policy 
against Iraq, to an extent that does not 
agree with the concept of bravery and 
its hysterical support to Israel which 
kills unarmed children with the most 
sophisticated weaponry. Still,there are 
many stories to tell, the last of which 
has been its stance in the Durban con
ference, which shows the difference and 
contradiction between freedom, promo
tion of human rights, and abandoning 
all aspects of discrimination in its land 
on the one hand and the absolute rejec
tion of compensation for slavery and 
treating Zionism as a racial movement 
on the other.
A few days later, New York and 
Washington were attacked. The scene 
seemed to be the most important one in 
the 21st century for the US. It might be 
a message for the Americans that this 
century may not be as the previous one. 
I may be exaggerating the aftermath of 
the incident, which, some will say, 
would not affect the American suprema
cy. This is partially true. But all 
supreme and powerful empires did not 
collapse suddenly, but rather fell down 
after a series of minor events, just like 
what happened to the towers of the 
world trade center as it was shown on 
TV.
Many may recall the surprise and 
amazement we had, when a young man 
managed to fly with a glider over 
Germany breaking into the USSR’s bor
ders to land near the Kremlin. Many 
questioned the effectiveness of the 
radars and satellites that protect the sec
ond power in the world. The answer

came within the following days that this 
was a herald of its collapse.
At the same time the US is busy with 
fighting intercontinental missiles, it is 
hit from inside with primitive means. 
Having only knives, the terrorists man
aged to destroy the Pentagon.
It is the trick of the angry or the adven
turer - hijacking a plane and making it a 
weapon, frightening the most powerful 
country in the world.
The terrorists attacked the Pentagon, the 
symbol of the US military power, and 
the World Trade Center, the US symbol 
of economic power. The humility of the 
US power was further enhanced by the 
withdrawal of the American President 
to an unknown place for 12 hours. It is

the trick of the angry, no matter whether 
he was right or wrong in his anger. It is 
also the machination of history.
The US can not threaten other countries 
under the pretext that they protect ter
rorists, because terrorists are available 
in its land as well. It may attack some 
countries and organizations which it 
believes hosts terrorists, but in the long

run, rationalism will force it to recon
sider its policies towards itself and the 
world.
If this does not happen, the mighty mad
ness will lead to its destruction. It is the 
time for a battle between machination 
of history and man’s wisdom. Of 
course, the US needs wisdom more than 
power.
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Yemen to Inaugurate 
the First Bank of the Poor

P
reparations are underway 
to launch the first bank of 
its kind in Yemen, to be 
called Bank of the Poor in 
mid-October. The estab

lishment of the bank is just another 
contribution to the social security net 
with the view of alleviating the grow
ing poverty arising from the economic 
reform program Yemen has been 
implementing since 1995.
Banking sources noted that Prince 
Talal bin Abdulaziz Al-Sua’ad, who 
has been chosen as the honorary presi
dent of the bank, is due to take part in 
the inauguration ceremony. Banks of 
the Poor have achieved success in 
more than 65 countries worldwide, 
which are supported by the Arab Gulf 
Fund chaired by Prince Talal. The 
establishment of the bank aims at 
offering the poor groups within the 
society small loans, enabling the poor

to raise their standard of living. This 
will create new job opportunities as 
well as contribute to economic growth 
and poverty alleviation.
Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz Chairman 
of the Arab Gulf Fund, in October, 
2000, signed a memorandum of under
standing with the former Yemeni min
ister of Insurance and Social Affairs 
Mohammed Abdulah al-s, for the 
establishment of a Bank of the Poor in 
Yemen with the capital of USD 5.5 
million. The Arab Gulf Program will 
offer technical assistance and consulta
tion as well as USD 1 million to the 
capital of the bank. The memorandum 
of understanding stipulated that the 
government of Yemen shall ensure the 
continuity and independence of the 
bank as well as offer the necessary 
facilities. Furthermore, they will con
tribute USD 2.5 million, while the pri
vate sector will provide USD 1 million.

A committee from the three parties has 
been set up for preparing the working 
plan of the bank as an independent 
entity taking into account the peculiar
ities of Yemen. This kind of bank has 
social objectives and aims at encourag
ing the poor to save money and allow
ing them to be shareholders at the 
bank. The Arab Gulf Fund for support
ing UN agencies contributed to sup
porting and financing 693 projects in 
126 developing countries, including 79 
projects in Yemen. These projects have 
been implemented in cooperation with 
different UN agencies, the Yemeni 
government, community organizations 
and the private sector. It is worth men
tioning that Yemen is one of the Arab 
states that welcomed the call of Prince 
Talal to establish Banks of the Poor, in 
addition to Egypt, Lebanon and 
Jordan.

Commercial Exhibitions Not Very Good
Muhammed Shouaee Hassan

T
 he Commercial
Exhibitions are forming 
useful markets that com
bine diversity of goods, 
foodstuffs and other con

sumption materials. These exhibitions 
meet the demands and tastes of the peo
ple throughout offering goods of high 
quality and international specifications. 
Manager of the Syrian exhibition 
believes that the Yemeni people are 
welcoming the productions offered by 
the Syrian corporations.
During the summer exhibition held at 
EXPO center Saeed Taha, a manager of 
one of the wings, said the exhibition is 
offering foodstuffs and other consum
ables presented by Yemeni and Foreign 
commercial agencies and corporations. 
These goods, he added, are distin
guished with high quality and low price. 
On some occasions, reductions reach up 
to 30%.
Muhammed Najeeb, one of the con
sumers visiting the exhibition, said that 
there is no doubt the exhibitions form 
good markets for the people, which give

them a chance to make their choice and 
find their tastes between the accumulat
ed goods. It also gives them a chance to 
get to know the new productions of the 
local and foreign corporations. 
However, in this exhibition he could not 
find the materials he used to purchase 
which meet his tastes. The reason, he 
added, is that the materials offered in 
the exhibition not used in preparing 
Yemeni food.
Regarding the nonessential materials, 
Muhammed Najeeb said the price of the 
furniture, electronics and other luxuri
ous goods is expensive, which people 
with limited incomes cannot afford.
Another visitor said that he found many 
materials in the exhibition, but he did 
not purchase any because they did not 
meet his taste.
Saeed Taha, one of the organizers of the 
exhibitions at the expo center, said that 
the products offered are among the best 
manufactured by international corpora
tions according to the highest standards. 
Regarding the high price of the materi
als, Saeed Taha believes that producing 
the materials, transporting them to the 
exhibition, and distributing them cost

the organizers a lot. Also, those who are 
dreaming of profits made the price of 
the materials a little bit high.

Low incomes:
Another visitor, an employee at the 
ministry of education, said that there 
was a sort of reduction in the price of 
the materials offered during the exhibi
tion, but not encouraging in comparison 
to the prices before reduction. He added 
that the low incomes of the people who 
form the majority of the visitors did not 
allow them to purchase more than a few 
materials.
Thus, the commercial exhibitions 
would keep fluctuating between the 
organizers and the consumers who 
made contradictory views regarding the 
price and the new materials of high 
quality. Throughout their exhibition, the 
organizers should take into considera
tion the demands and tastes of the con
sumers who they are targeting.
Also, the exhibitions should focus on 
people with limited incomes, who form 
majority of the visitors, interested in 
getting lower prices for their daily con
sumer goods.

Smuggled Products... Where to?

N
owadays the interna
tional markets have 
become an open market 
to exchange products 
and goods among their 

markets. Within the framework of the 
market economy. It is necessary to 
supervise the market products closely. 
As a result of the global changes in 
technology and information, the 
advanced counties with its huge econ
omy controlled the international mar
kets and seeking to flow its products to 
the third world countries markets. This 
in turn greatly affects our local prod
ucts. Smuggling and the random access 
of products to our markets legally or 
legally has become a habit in our mar
kets. Our markets are abounded with 
the imported foreign products and 
goods. It is true that we couldn't 
change the international and trade 
agreements with governments, but we 
have the right to protect our children 
from these smuggled and expired prod
ucts. Nowadays we are in dire need to 
issue laws which ensure and organize 
our markets as the other international 
markets do. We have to renew and

reorganize the national mechanisms of 
the products in order to compete with 
other markets.

Consumer, Local product and 
International economy
We are in dire need to discuss the 
issues undergone by different social 
and economic sectors. The question 
which poses itself what is the role of 
played by the concerned bodies. As a 
matter of fact, what we see is that the 
non-governmental organization does 
better than the official bodies.
There is a confusion between the for
eign trade and smuggling. Specialists 
in the economy says that one of the 
aspects of globalism is the trade 
exchange among the countries of the 
world. The countries can be divided 
into two countries:
• Weak countries, these countries are 
characterized by the trade surplus

capacity and huge productions of its 
markets.
• Strong countries, these countries are 
the countries which has low production 
and couldn't compete with other coun
tries. They are called consuming coun
tries.
It is true that around ( 100 - 200) tones 
of insecticides are smuggled and 
entered to our country illegally. 
Majority of these insecticides are used 
randomly and unscrupulously by the 
farmers.
The Secretary General of the Yemeni 
Manufacturer Association says that a 
number of companies depends on 
flooding the products into the markets. 
These in turn will affect on the local 
products. He added that the smuggled 
products could affect the trade balance 
of the imported and exported countries 
and Yemen is among of these coun
tries.

Economic News
Yemen and Saudi Arabia Signs 

Loans Agreements
Two loans agreements were signed 
between Yemen and the Saudi 
development fund. The two loans will 
be used to finance the expansion of 
Sana’a electricity project and Al- 
Hiswa station in Aden. The two loans 
are estimated at 187.5 million Saudi 
riyals. The two agreement were signed 
by the Yemenis minister of planning 
and development Ahmed Soffan and 
the managing director of the Saudi 
development fund Mr. Ebrahim Al- 
Bassam.

Radio and Television Broadcast to 
Cover the Whole Country

The Cabinet approved the final 
accounts of economic and mixed 
sector units for the year 2000 which 
includes revenues, current 
expenditures and capital investment 
and surplus as a result of the units 
activities.
The cabinet also approved a project for 
coverage of the entire country by radio 
and television broadcasts which was 
presented by the Ministry of 
Information, The project aims at 
reaching remote areas.
The Cabinet also discussed a report by 
the Ministry of Finance regarding the 
country’s foreign debt which has been 
reduced from over nine Billion U 
dollars to just over four billion dollars 
by The cabinet praised highly 
president Ali Abdullah Saleh wise 
instructions to the government 
regarding policies adopted by the 
government especially the impact on 
the economic revival and the cut 
reduction of foreign debt. The cabinet 
adopted a decision to form a 
Ministerial committee to manage 
foreign debt to be headed by the 
deputy prime minister and finance 
minister.

Yemen Exports Salt to Ethiopia
About 3750 tons of salt, totaling YRs 
110 million, was exported to Ethiopia 
from January to August 2001.
Studies show that salt production of 
the General Authority of Salt in Aden 
has been in high demands by many 
international markets. They add that 
the authority has been recommended 
to obtain the Gold prize of the Trading 
Club in Europe and the Egyptian Al- 
Fares Gold Prize in recognition of the 
high quality of its production.
The first prize will be received in 
October, 2001 in Paris, while the 
second will be received in November, 
2001 in Cairo.

Yemeni-Kenyan agricultural 
cooperation

Mr. Abdulrahman b. Bureik, Charge d' 
Affaires of the Yemeni Embassy in 
Kenya discussed with the Kenyan 
Minister of Agriculture and Rural 
Development means of cooperation in 
the agricultural domains.

Workshop on Child covenant
In cooperation with the Supreme 
Council of Motherhood and 
Childhood, the International Council 
of Muslim female Scholars organized a 
workshop on the Child Covenant 
presented in the New York 
Conference.
The workshop discussed the concept 
of children's rights in Islam, articles of 
the covenant, agenda of the conference 
and coordination with governmental 
and Non-governmental organizations.

CO2, DRY ICE PLANTS, TANKS & TANKERS 
ANESTHETIC (Nitrous Oxide) GAS PLANTS 

SMALL HYDROGEN GAS PLANTS
(Based on all raw material), Cylinder filling Most Modern Plants, 
Supplied, Over 45 units. We supply all equipments connected 
with gas plants manifold systems, transfer pumps cheapest 
source and world best quality.

S.S. FOUNDRY CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES (P) LTD.
A-6/3 Jhilmil Industrial Area, G.T. Road, Shahdara, Delhi-95 (India) 

Tel. 011-2283247, 2283963, Fax. 2292770 E-mail. fcipl@nde.vsnl.net.in

POLISH ELECTION
ANNOUNCEMENT

The Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Sana’a 
would like to inform that the elections for the Sejm 
(Lower House) and the Senate (Upper House) of the 
Parliament of the Republic of Poland will be held on 
September 23rd, 2001. The polling station will be 
opened from 6 a.m. till 8 p.m. at the premises of the 
Embassy of Poland in Sana’a, Hadda, Fajj Attan 
Area.
All citizens of the Republic of Poland living or 
temporarily staying in the Republic of Yemen and 
intending to vote - are kindly requested to contact Mr. 
Czeslaw Zajac, Attache of the Embassy (tel: 01- 
413523-4, fax: 01-413647), not later than by 18th 
September, 2001.

TeleYemen is inviting suitable 
candidates to occupy the vacancy of

Accounts Officer for Sana’a Region
Candidates should have the following:

1. Professional accounting qualification (University Degree 
Minimum).

2. Good written and fluent spoken English and Arabic.
3. More than five years experience in a computerized accounting 

environment.

Applications should be accompanied by a C. V. Written in English and 
be submitted within ten days from the date of publishing this ad to the 
following address:

General Manager / General Administration 
TeleYemen
P. O. Box 168
Sana’a

Children’s 
Education 
...is the business.

FasTracKids
...is the franchise.

"With the proper instruction 

and reinforcement, most 

children can perform at the 

level we now call gifted."

FasTracKids is a remarkable, new technologically-advanced educational 
system designed to enrich the knowledge of young children.

MATERIALS AVAILABLE SOON IN ARABIC.

$5,000-$15,000 U.S. investment includes training, certification, and
materials. Spend 3-4 days at our Denver training academy... then decide.

MASTER FRANCHISES AVAILABLE FOR SOME AREAS.

FasTracKids, the new standard 
in children's education.

For more information, call or fax 
Mr. Andrew in the U.S.
PHONE: (303) 224-0200
FAX: (303) 224-0222
WEB SITE: www.fastrackids.com

“Enrichment Education 
for Tomorrow’s Leaders'

©FasTracKids International Ltd., 2001, Greenwood Village, Colorado 80111 USA

mailto:fcipl@nde.vsnl.net.in
http://www.fastrackids.com
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By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Islam Is Innocent; Sharon Is Not

H
orrible, disgusting and 
very tragic!

These are the only words that can 
describe the lunatic attacks on the 
World Trade Center, the American eco
nomic and financial citadel in New 
York, and the other American citadel in 
Washington DC., the Pentagon. While 
it is not officially stated, but it seems 
that the inclination of the investigation 
is to direct the blame on so called 
"Islamic fundamentalists". While it is 
unfortunate that any Moslem should 
allow himself to partake in such mad
ness, it should be understood that it is 
impossible to find any fundamentals 
in Islam that would sanctify such a 
contempt for human life, especially of 
innocent people, of whom there is even 
a high probability that some are 
Moslems and Arabs. Not only are the 
attacks themselves to be condemned, 
but the very methods used, which one 
can find justified by any strategic ref
erences or precedence in Islam, or any 
other human struggle in the past. The 
only conclusion to draw from the 
results and the aftermath of this sadis
tic mayhem is that the intentions of the 
attacks are deliberately intended to 
damage the image of Islam and to 
serve the Zionist cause by leaps and 
bounds. It is no wonder that the 
Israelis were quick to jump and quick
ly point to the horrors of "Islamic ter
rorism" and quickly rushed their tanks 
and bulldozers into the West Bank and 
the rest of the Palestinian enclaves

destroying homes and civilian proper
ty, not wasting one moment of time to 
take advantage of this heinous crime to 
encroach in as much of whatever is left 
of Palestine under Arab control. It 
seems as though they were synchro
nized actions.
Whatever the intended motives behind 
the attacks are, it is important to point 
out that the heinous murder of unarmed 
civilians is deplored in Islam and war
rants serious action by civilized 
Moslems everywhere to counter these 
crazy elements in Islam, who are 
reared from their childhood years, in so 
called "Quranic schools", which are 
undercover institutes that have their 
roots in clandestine activities, in order 
to become menaces to Islam, in partic
ular, and to the world at large. Time 
and again, this column has pointed to 
the dangers these elements pose and 
where they come from, not to mention 
the very likely possibility that they are 
tied to the Zionist movement itself, by 
some clandestine strings, that have yet 
to be unraveled.
Since Ariel Sharon undertook his infa
mous walk through the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem, a year ago or so, 
this observer and many other Arab 
commentators have pointed out that the 
world is in for some dangerous reper
cussions, unless the civilized world 
comes to grips with itself and realizes 
that the kind of demagoguery being 
preached by Ariel Sharon and the other 
Zionist demagogues is dangerous for 
the whole world and not just the 
Middle East. Because fanatical 
Moslems enjoy sensationalism to prop

agate their misguided representations 
of Islam, especially among the uncul
tured Islamic masses, who are suscep
tible and poor, not to mention the 
lucrative opportunities, thanks to the 
petrodollars that fund these movements 
and the other clandestine funding 
sources, which to prudent Moslems are 
really the anathema of the pure and 
innocent teachings of the Prophet 
Mohammed (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), because of all this 
Islam and Moslems are being accused 
of acts that make the stomachs of wise 
and knowledgeable Moslems turn and 
that invoke pity and sorrow for all who 
suffer from such mad representation of 
Islam. We categorically wish to make 
it clear that Islam is fully innocent of 
such horrible acts, and there is just no 
way that God can ever accept such acts 
as a form of Jihad to be awarded here 
and in the hereafter. In Islam, it is 
absolute that the ends do not justify the 
means, and these fundamentalists who 
preach or adopt such infidel philoso
phies, are bound to be punished for, 
first of all, distorting Islam, and second 
of all because of all the innocent lives 
that are needlessly and unjustifiably 
lost.
To date, we have yet to see where and 
how these remote controlled fanatics 
have served Islam, themselves or the 
rest of humanity. All their activities 
have evoked more controversy, within 
the Moslem World, than all the ene
mies of Islam could ever hope for.
It is worth noting that the United States 
had once strongly supported these 
movements and trained many of its 
people, including Osama Ben Laden, 
as valuable allies in the fight against 
Communism during the Cold War 
years (One wonders who lobbied for 
them!)
There is much that lends credence to a 
strong tie up between these movements 
and the Zionist cause, because there is 
a lot of similarities in their modus 
operandi, and because they end up 
serving the very same cause. Any 
movement that sanctifies the death of 
not only innocent non-Moslems, but 
also innocent Moslems (who may 
disagree with their fanatical and mis
guided renditions of Islam, or who just 
happen to be along the way, when their 
desires for sensationalism arises), is 
not only distant from Islam, but distant

from humanity itself.
We urge the American people and all 
civilized people of the world to under
stand that the majority of Moslems are 
baffled by the heinous nature of these 
crimes and find them to be void of any 
regard to the humane teachings of 
Islam, which the perpetrators of these 
crimes are deliberately trying to mis
represent. On the other hand, I dis
agree with Mr. Dennis Ross who 
insists that the incidents would have 
happened anyway if American Middle 
East Policy was different than its blind 
support of Israel to date. Surely, Mr. 
Ross fails to understand human nature 
very well and is trying to cover the fact 
that it is misguided US policy in the 
Middle East that nurtures this kind of 
animosity, and allows fanatics to find 
the ground support they need to carry 
out their acts of terrorism. Or is it that 
Mr. Ross is trying to cover up for his 
failure to "mediate" a Mid-East peace 
despite the many years he had a chance 
to do so?
It must be borne in mind that the breed 
of people who carry out such acts are 
part of a dangerous cult that is scientif
ically bred to be free from any sense of 
logic or humanistic culture their roots, 
history and source of support are famil
iar to most enlightened Moslems. 
Further more they are bound to take 
advantage of the sensitivities in the 
street to carry out any extreme acts that 
will nurture street applause among the 
overwhelmingly misinformed masses. 
Our sympathy goes to the families of 
the innocent victims of these heinous 
acts and to the people of New York 
City and the United States, and on 
behalf of the majority of truly faithful 
Moslems, who know that such actions 
are the anathema of Islam, which no 
true Moslem could ever stomach or 
approve of. The observer could only 
suspect that these acts are more con
ducive to Zionist motives, if not 
designs, to inspire the West into a new 
Cold War against Islam, because Israel 
is afraid of Islam as the only force that 
stands in the way of its chauvinistic 
scheme and staunch Zionists openly 
harbor contempt for Islam and 
Moslems, in general and Arabs in par
ticular. But then, only Ariel Sharon 
knows for sure.

University Education
Mohammed Al-Haj 
Al-Kamali
Vice Dean of the 
Faculty of Arts

T
he system of admission 

fees in universities is still 
in full swing, according to 
the decree issued by the 

Cabinet. There is no exception to that 
decree except for the sons and daugh
ters of the teaching staff. The discount 
of admission fees for the teaching staff 
has reached 50 percent, and to the
administrative staff up to 75 percent. 
So the state is obliged to give free edu
cation from the basic levels to the sec
ondary levels. But university education 
is pertaining to that side i.e. to the free 
education. In addition to this, what is 
paid to the university in admission fees 
isn't equal to what is supported by the 
government for the benefit of public 
education. There is no obstacle in the 
augmentation of university fees. Let's 
give an example. Each year the student 
pays 1750 YR for tuition fees, but what 
do you think of the student who pays

daily 500 YR for a bunch of qat?? I 
think the media should concentrate 
deeply on this aspect. The students 
who have poor grades can go to the 
vocational or technical institutes. If the 
student’s objective is only to get a job 
and nothing else, I strongly advise 
them to register their names in the 
vocational institutes. The university 
has registered all the accepted students 
through the Committees of the 
Students Affairs. The university has 
done its best to specify the number of 
students according to the capacity of 
colleges. Therefore, the academic 
study in the university and particularly
in the Faculty of Art needs diligent stu
dents. The student along with the uni
versity faces various problems, such 
as, outputs of the basic education, 
scarcity of potential faculty, and dis
tance learning which entails vigorous 
efforts and constitutes a heavy burden. 
Consequently, in my point of view, the 
decree of the Supreme Council for the 
universities to cancel distance learning 
is a first step to correct the path of 
learning in the universities. In this way 
we will come out with fruitful results.

VACANCY
A reputable International non-government development organization 
(NGO) is looking for a

Desk I Project Support Officer
Based in our Sana’a office, to be responsible for providing support in 
the execution of the existing projects in Yemen, liaise with project 
partners and government officials, development of new project 
proposals, monitoring of the project progress and support of 
development workers of the organization.

Skills and Experience required:
• Good command of written and spoken English
• Administrative experience with a knowledge of basic bookkeeping
• Personnel Management
• Proposal and report writing skills
• Willingness and ability to travel frequently outside Sana’a to rural 

areas
• Knowledge of Yemeni development issues
• Ability to translate from Arabic to English and vice versa
• Experience of NGO work an advantage

This position is for Yemeni nationals only, female candidates are 
encouraged to apply. Interested persons should submit CV with 
application letter and 3 references no later than 30th October, 2001 at 
the following address:

Personnel manager
P. O. Box 12659, Jam’ah, Sana’a
Republic of Yemen

Only those candidates selected for interview will be contacted. 
Interviews will be held one week after the closing date for applications.

SILVER
LINING

Mohammed Hatem Al-Qadhi 
mhalqadhi@hotmail.com

Attacks on USA and
Violence Globalization

T
he terrorist attacks against 
vital institutions in the 
USA last Tuesday aston
ished everybody in the 
world. It was a heinous 

and monstrous crime that claimed the 
lives of thousands of innocent people 
and injured thousand others. Such 
sophisticated terror operations at one 
time and in different places stunned 
people as they think this could happen 
everywhere in the world but America, 
the dinosaur of the world. F.B.I inves
tigations reveal that the operations 
have been carried out by cells of ter
rorism stationed in different countries. 
Plan for such attack must have taken 
much time. In fact, the American offi
cials described the infamy a war 
against America and I say it a war 
against civilization and noble values 
of all human beings.
It is not justified, whatever the excuse, 
to slaughter thousands of people. 
What is the crime of the innocent peo
ple who have been victimized by the 
attacks. If some people are not happy 
with the American government poli
cy, is it justifiable to kill civilians? 
Will this action stop this policy? 
Absolutely not!
The American reflex reaction against 
these disgusting attacks will be rather 
more aggressive. The US leadership 
pledged that the attacks will not go 
unpunished. All countries said perpe
trators and infiltrators should be held 
accountable and presented to justice. 
The US counter attacks will hit many 
people in different countries. Other 
countries will take part in the attacks 
against terrorism worldwide. This 
means violence will be globalized and 
the affect of the horrific attacks in 
Washington and New York will hit the 
world at large.
Again, the attacks against the World 
Trade Center, world’s biggest eco
nomic institution, will not hit the US 
economy. Rather, it will target 
economies worldwide. This has been 
clear in the stalling of many econom
ic centers all over the world. In fact, 
the impact of the infamy on USA will 
be globalized in terms of economy 
and politics.

Political observers believe that the 
US need not to accuse others without 
conducting intensive investigations to 
the attacks that made hell break loose 
in the US. The US president, George 
Bush, has been very wise when he 
urged his people not to take any offen
sive reaction against Americans of 
Arab or Muslim background. These 
US Muslims or Arabs have nothing to 
do with the problem. Some of their 
relatives have been even victimized 
by the evil act. I believe no human 
beings would feel happy with the 
killings of people just because they 
are Americans. Good people all over 
the world have condemned the crime 
as they feel there is no justification for 
victimizing such a huge number of 
people.
Therefore, US leadership should not 
be hasty in taking revenge action 
against countries or people before 
making sure of their involvement in 
the attacks. This is because such ran
dom counter attacks by the USA will 
breed counter terrorist attacks, partic
ularly if the hit people or countries are 
later proved innocent.
As a matter of fact, the USA can not 
fight against terrorism alone as ter
rorism is like something abstract or 
mirage. Cells of terrorists are found 
everywhere, even in the USA now. It 
is an organized crime that threatens 
peace and stability worldwide. 
Therefore, all countries should take 
part in joint venture to curb terrorism. 
A conference organized by UN to this 
purpose should start now. High pro
fessionalism is needed to the effort. A 
well-studied action plan should be 
made to this end. In other words, what 
US needs now is wisdom rather than 
use of force so that it can find out 
these terrorists, bringing them to jus
tice and punish the countries that har
bor them.
Finally, I do here express heart-felt 
condolences and great sorrow to the 
US embassy staff and the American 
people in general on the death of inno
cent people by the attacks. I believe 
the American people will overcome 
the tragedy soon. May God bless the 
victims. Amen!

Dear Editor,
I am writing this letter in concern of 
my home country. Why is it that 
almost all Arab countries have ade
quate and efficient access to the world 
wide web except Yemen? These coun
tries are using the Internet to advance 
and gain vital information in this new 
world. The children of these countries 
have access to global information and 
education reaching unlimited bound
aries. As a source of information in 
Yemen I feel that Yemen Times is 
obliged to do something about this 
matter.

Ahmed Sufyan 
rothwane@hotmail.com

Dear Ahmed,
I understand your concern regarding 
the accessibility to the Internet from 
Yemen. However, we do have an 
Internet Service Provider. That is 
TeleYemen, and it is doing quite well. 
However, due to the monopoly of the 
service, there is no competition lead
ing to prices that are too high for aver
age citizens. However, there are proj
ects towards achieving more afford
able means to connect to the Internet. 
We will definitely do our part to pro
mote this issue. Thank you for your 
concern.

—Editor

Dear Editor,
I am very pleased with the hard work 
you are exerting to publish this first 
class newspaper, and hence allowing 
everyone in the globe to read it on the 
net. I would like to suggest that you 
pay attention to and make a report on 
Yemeni immigrants in the UK, spe
cially in Birmingham, which is the 
main city where the Yemeni communi
ty lives. I also recommend that you

investigate why Yemeni immigrants 
are concerned only about work and 
money and not about education of 
their children. Most of the Yemeni 
immigrants , who bring their children 
from the Yemen to the UK send them 
straight away to factories instead of 
schools and colleges. They also rush in 
getting them married in a very young 
age, i.e. 14-15 years old.
The second point is despite the fact 
that Yemenis have been in this country 
for more than 50-60 years and they are 
one of the first communities in the UK, 
other communities are ahead than 
Yemenis in development and holding 
respected positions in government. 
Yemenis are still holding their old 
place despite all the time that had 
passed. It is an unacceptable situation 
and it has to be corrected in the near 
future or our community would proba
bly be kicked out of this country 
because it is in a worse situation than 
any other community and in anywhere 
else it could be.

Hamdi Ahmed Abdulnoor Ghailan 
Birmingham, UK 

hamdi_ghailan@yahoo.co.uk

Nadia Muhsen, again!
This is regarding to Nadia Muhsen. 
Recently I have just finished the two 
stories "mercy” and "sold", and fol
lowing that matter I read the inter
views Yemen Times conducted with 
Nadia. As far as I'm concerned, I think 
she has been forced to say all this, just 
like the previous times. Another ques
tion is have you really brainwashed 
her or in other words, have told her 
what to say, in this particular inter
view? If she really wants to come to 
England, will the Yemeni people allow 
her to come with her children?
Well, how can she come to England

when your people are stopping her 
from coming unless she comes without 
her children?
It's just a logical thing that no mother 
will ever leave without her children. 
So she is probably stuck in Yemen. 
Another thing is that I think that her 
so-called husband is so weak that he 
can't accompany his wife and children 
to England because he is so afraid that 
the whole media will turn towards 
him.
Another thing is the whole world has 
seen the last interviews, which were 
taken in Yemen for a French program. 
My question is when the interview was 
conducted, why were all those officials 
guarding her? The funny thing is, you 
have promised that you will allow the 
interviewers to meet her children, but 
that also didn't happen.
I know exactly what a "mahr" is in 
Arabic and it is not the way you know 
it. What had happened is that she was 
sold. Islam doesn't force people to 
marry one another.
We now know, the whole world knows 
that her father Muthana Muhsin 
Gowad and Abdhulkhada are just 
weak pathetic hypocrites.
I do believe that Islam is a religion of 
love, justice, tolerance, and morality 
but because of these people its is such 
a disgrace to Islam, and it is these so- 
called Muslims who sometimes mis
represent it.

A.M.
vtjs_1@yahoo.com

Dear A.M..,
Just as we published your letter in full, 
even though we were not supposed to 
because you didn't provide a full 
name, we made the interview with 
Nadia Muhsen in a sincere and honest 
manner. We have never brainwashed

any person we interviewed since 
Yemen Times was founded more than 
10 years ago. It was mentioned many 
times before that the books you men
tioned, which were sold for commer
cial purposes, did have the intention to 
brainwash its readers. I am not sure if 
they had succeeded. But if you do 
insist on knowing the truth, you can 
come over to Yemen and see the facts 
for yourself and you can ask Nadia 
why she wanted to sue her sister for 
the books. Thank you for your letter.

—Editor

Reply to Bohra movement Article
I'd like to say that unlike what you 
published about the Bohra movement 
in your front page of issue number 36, 
the Bohra movement is not considered 
by the hardline Islamists as non-Sunni, 
but by all Muslims as non-Muslim. 
You can refer to the Fatwa books if 
you would like to know more on this 
subject.

Ali Azki 
azki@liv.ac.uk

Dear Editor,
I would like to express to you my hap
piness to read two articles in your 
paper. One was about the new human 
rights minister Dr. Wahibah Fare' who 
plans to visit prisons and meet with 
prisoners and follow up their cases. 
The other was that the Yemeni 
Supreme Legislative Council and 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh has 
decided to dismiss 20 judges and to 
retire several others. I do hope that this 
means that Yemen is taking the issue 
of human rights seriously. Thank you 
for an interesting paper.

Britta Ahman
Sweden

britta.ahman@telia.com

mailto:mhalqadhi@hotmail.com
mailto:rothwane@hotmail.com
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mailto:azki@liv.ac.uk
mailto:britta.ahman@telia.com
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YT Female Journalists’ Training Workshop Concluded
Yemen Times staff

O
rganized by the Yemen 
Times and financed by 
UNESCO, the four-day 
training workshop for 
22 Yemeni Female 

Journalists was concluded last 
Thursday. The event was meant to pro
mote awareness of female journalists 
to the multidimensional issues of the 
press and its role in the development 
drive of the country. The course also 
aimed at improving the performance of 
female journalists in all aspects of jour
nalistic writing as well as other issues 
such as human rights, democracy and 
their relationship with journalism. The 
event’s activities included lectures and 
networking group discussions, as well 
as practical exercises.
The event was inaugurated by the 
Ministry of Information represented by 
Mr. Mohammed Shaher, Deputy 
Information Minister who attended 
some of the activities of the event and 
confirmed the role of the press in deal
ing with social issues. Ms. Nadia Al- 
Saqqaf, a YT journalist and workshop 
coordinator said that the event was car
ried out to improve the competence of 
female journalists, as most of the 
reports prepared by female journalists 
and published in our newspapers are 
not efficient and are of poor quality. 
She added that another workshop on 
legal education for journalists would 
be conducted by Yemen Times in the 
future. Nadia also gave a lecture on the 
means of simplifying scientific materi

als in press reports and articles.
On his part, Walid Al-Saqqaf, Yemen 
Times editor, said during the opening 
of the event that the objective of this 
initiative by Yemen Times is to make 
woman journalists aware of the tech
niques and principles of journalism. On 
the second day of the event, he also 
delivered a scientific and technical lec
ture on intelligent internet systems and 
their usefulness for people working in 
the press.
Mr. Mahboob Ali, Chairman of the 
Yemeni Journalists Syndicate (YJS) 
presented a lecture on female journal
ism in Yemen throughout history. He 
said the current situation of female 
journalists is affected by the social and 
cultural backwardness of the country, 
adding that women journalists took 
over a leading position in the south 
before unification. However, they rep
resent now only 15% of the total num
ber of journalists. Only 58% of them 
have membership of the syndicate.
He said women should not beg for a 
place in the press community. Rather, 

they should fight 
for their rights 
and promote their 
role as journal
ists. In this era of 
democracy, their 
role becomes 
very instrumen
tal, asking the 
people concerned 
to support 
women to have 
their proper posi
tion in society.

He promised that the syndicate would 
support women journalists very strong
ly.
Fathia Abdullwasee, General Manager 
of the Legal Affairs Department at the 
Ministry of Information, highlighted 
the relationship between the Ministry 
of Information and the press. She said 
that the Yemeni government has been 
promoting press freedom and human 
rights issues, as well as passing laws 
that protect this freedom and ensure 
more rights for journalists.
Mr. Izzeddin Saeed Al-Asbahi, 
Chairman of the Human Rights 
Information and Training Center 
(HRITC) presented a lecture on the 
role of female journalists in promoting 
human rights. He said there was a very 
strong bond between the media and 
human rights, and this bond and the 
awareness of the fact that media and 
human rights are complementary to 
each other are absent in the case of 
Yemen. He called for the establishment 
of a powerful NGO that defends the 
rights of the press, which are a part of 
human rights in general. The appear
ance of such NGOs needs great support 
form the media. Mr. Izzeddin said that 
support from the media can be instru
mental in facilitating NGOs to raise 
public awareness on human rights 
issues. Unfortunately, this sort of 
media is still monopolized by the state, 
which still deals with NGOs with sus
picion and considers them as spies or 
agents. He also highlighted the legal 
constraints that NGOs and media face 
as well as the position of women in 
media. He said women in Yemen are

taking up lead positions in both gov
ernmental and non-governmental 
media posts, and that there are several 
social and cultural constraints faced by 
women particularly those working in 
the media. He concluded that if operat
ing and strong NGOs exist, real protec
tion of press freedom can be available. 
Similarly, if these NGOs work hard to 
consolidate human rights issues in 
society, we can insure women’s rights 
in their participation in all walks of 
life, including the media.
Mohammed Hatem Al-Qadhi, Yemen 
Times Senior Editor and correspondent 
of the Saudi-based Riyadh Daily, lec
tured on the fundamentals of investiga

tive journalism and its role in a democ
racy, in addition to the situation of 
investigative reporting in Yemen. Al- 
Qadhi said that investigative journal
ism is the most important genre of the 
press required by democracy. It is only 
through investigative reporting that 
regimes can be held accountable.
Investigative journalists monitor the 
institutions of society and can disclose 
stories about crimes and abuses of 
decision-makers at the center of power. 
Such stories which disclose corruption, 
injustice and other negative phenome
na keep people well-informed and 
enable them to make the right deci
sions.

According to Al-Qadhi, investigative 
journalism is highly needed by demo
cratic societies. “Unfortunately, strong 
and honest newspapers that bring all 
those negative issues and disclose them 
to the public in Yemen are still very 
weak for many reasons,” Al-Qadhi 
stressed.
He concluded that Yemen press institu
tions must sponsor and encourage 
investigative journalism that can dis
close corrupt individuals and hold 
them accountable for their actions. He 
also urged women journalists to join in 
such kinds of reporting.
At the end of the workshop on 
September 13th, the Editor-in-Chief of 
the Yemen Times, Mr. Walid Al- 
Saqqaf, presented certificates to the 
participants who completed the course 
positively. A certificate of appreciation 
was handed over to Ikram Al-Akori 
from Saba News Agency for writing 
the best investigative story and another 
was presented to Mr. Izzeddin Al- 
Asbahi for his thorough support for the 
workshop and for the free press.

Mohammed 
Shaher

Fathia 
Abdullwasee

Izzeddin Al-Asbahi Mohammed 
Al-Qadhi
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Telemedicine in the Republic of Yemen

Needs and Available Options
Dr. Abdul Rahaman Ishak, 
Consultant Pediatrician, 
Director of Yemen 
Telemedicine Center

What is telemedicine?
Telemedicine is defined as health serv
ices via communications. It is a range 
of medical services that enable medical 
personnel working in hospitals and 
clinics to transmit medical images and 
data to one another so that the diagno
sis (decision over the case of a patient) 
can be confirmed or verified. In partic
ular it allows doctors working any
where in the world to call upon spe
cialist and sub-specialist skills located 
at leading centers of medical excel
lence worldwide and obtain a second 
opinion over a case.
Patient information; medical images 
(X-ray, CT, MRI, etc.) and patient data 
(reports) can be sent and then read by 
specialists and sub-specialists who in 
return make a detailed written diagno
sis with necessary advice on patient 
case management. The full report is 
then sent to the attending physician.
Telemedicine services have been intro
duced in Yemen which followed most 
of the Middle East countries, Asia and 
Africa. It is an efficient method which 
proved to have an overall effect on the 
community represented by the public 
(patients) and in raising the level of 
local medical services.

Is telemedicine an essential need?
The need for medical and health serv
ices is increasing, as well as public and 
private facilities. The majority of peo
ple are more conscious of the need to 
explore all possible resources for treat
ment.
Patients get service in different places 
according to methods of treatment, 
which represent large number of 
schools and languages. There are many 
practices that are not controlled by 
simple rational methods of practice. As 
such, it is very difficult to find an eval
uation as to what is happening in the 
practice of the market of medicine. The 
practice has been affected by major 
factors, the most important of which is 
the commercial factor.
It may be difficult to measure the out
come of the practice of medicine in 
general, the general impression can be 
expressed in the huge number of 
patients going abroad for treatment and 
the cost involved.
Travelling abroad is in many cases is 
due to many factors, the most pro
nounced is the lack of proper diagnos
tic information and communication. 
The need for care is growing very fast 
but the ability to develop information 
is so primitive and the application of 
the patient to get information as to 
what to do to solve his problem. This
affects all sectors of 
the community, and 
makes it difficult to 
measure the out
come of practice 
inside and outside 
the country. It also 
creates a situation of 
uncertainty which is 
a big obstacle in the 
development of 
medical service both 
public and private.

Every single day 
many patients seek 
medical care in 
many centers in 
Yemen both public 
and private. 
However, many 
more do not 
approach the med
ical establishments 
as they either obtain 
drugs directly from

the drug stores or use available tradi
tional medicine. The outcome is not 
possible to measure, the waste of 
human life and the suffering of many 
who develop chronic diseases, and the 
huge economic loss is definitely worth 
noting. All efforts must be pushed 
towards what may be called a preven
tion program.
One of the outcomes of the failure of 
the health system is the need to travel 
abroad. The drawback is not necessari
ly in giving the service, but in many 
situations it is the failure to convince 
the patient that he can get the same 
benefit inside the country. The desire to 
travel abroad for treatment is becoming 
so attractive that many people think 
they will get a definite cure to their 
problems even though the truth is not 
the same. The facts about the need for 
travel abroad has never been investi
gated properly. There is a definite need 
to know the cases that are obliged to go 
abroad because of the delays in diag
nosis and the complications for local 
treatment.
Telemedicine (TM) can provide one of 
the most important modern means of 
reaching any place for medical help 
without the need to travel. It is a means 
also for making travel for medical 
service more safe and efficient. The 
whole activity would essentially intro
duce a definite and clear documenta
tion and storage of knowledge. This 
will provide one of the most important 

means of developing literature, 
of improving education, and 
of developing an information 
system. Telemedicine facilities 
provide the chance to get infor
mation about medical prob
lems from the following points 
of views:

• The field of medial problems
• The stage of illness at the 
time of travelling
• Complications arising due to 
late diagnosis

• The cases where telemedicine can 
provide the service while the patient is 
at home
• Areas which are early about the cases, 
which are difficult to manage or need 
further laboratory facilities

The rate of advancement in medical 
technology is so huge that it is becom
ing merely impossible to keep up to 
date with the changes in concepts, 
means, methods and to have all equip
ment and manpower for all specialties 
and subspecialties under one roof. It is 
even more impossible for developing 
countries to have highly specialized 
centers (equipment, manpower, run
ning costs etc.) for the very large num
ber of subspecialties.
The compensation for this defect is to 
travel abroad. Traveling abroad is 
needed not only for finance but for the 
knowledge and experience of the 
places, the people, and the very large 
number of problems associated with 
medical cheating, ineffectiveness, lack 
of quality etc.
By using telemedicine, traveling 
abroad will be minimized. If needed it 
would be much more organized and 
studied.
Travel abroad is costing the country 
several millions of dollars, besides the 
human sufferings and the continued

weakness of local medical services.
It undermines all aspects of health 
services, with the need for a second 
opinion via local and international 
services. Telemedicine networks justi
fy the support of any activity which 
may help in solving the problem of 
traveling abroad for treatment and of 
getting a second opinion for the pur
pose of service and education.

Facilities that may be made available 
for TM are:

Local network:
The presence of such facility is expect
ed to decrease the need for traveling 
abroad by at least 30-40% (according 
to the regional experience), while 
increasing the confidence in local treat
ment and the investment in local med
ical facilities several fold. The follow
ing are just examples for the applica
tion of TM.
The field of cardiology: The general 
practitioner or even the medical assis
tant in a remote area can use simple 
means of collecting data, such as ECG, 
chest X-ray and clinical data for a 
patient who is unable to travel to the 
city and get a quick and perhaps imme
diate response from the specialists in 
the city.
The field of accidents and thaumatol- 
ogy: The practitioner can make consul
tation to get an opinion in the field. 
Accidents are increasing tremendously 
and the knowledge and experience to 
deal with the immediate effects is very 
minimal and primitive. First aid work
ers can get instructions to increase the 
efficiency several fold, and at the same 
time it is educational and provides doc
umentation.
The field of community medicine and 
public health: Our community needs 
urgent and important means which 
help the process of diagnosis, report
ing, notification, control and preven
tion of the spread of disease. The doc
tor in the remote area can reach an 
expert opinion about selected number 
of public health problems which are 
important in his area.
The industry of tourism: Tourists 
would be encouraged to visit the coun
try and visit remote areas if there is a 
facility for telemedicine. From all 
medical emergencies, good and quali
fied medical attention may be provided 
with the backup of telemedicine serv
ice.

International link:
Second opinions from highly special
ized centers from sub-specialists on

on-going treatment increases the confi
dence of patients in the treatment, and 
helps to eliminate some of the practices 
which may be harmful or less efficient. 
Telemedicine provides information for 
patients who need to go abroad (place, 
reservation, cost, prognosis, liability 
etc.) A significant number of patients 
may be convinced to go on with the 
treatment locally if provided with a 
convincing second opinion.
It provides continued education and the 
exchange of experience while at home. 
The local network allows remote areas, 
which are deprived of everything, to 
get some share of the exchange of 
experience and continued education.

Conclusion:
Medical services utilizing all means of 
communication can bridge the gap 
between developed and developing 
countries and can also significantly 
strengthen the process of education. It 
is an urgent need in Yemen in particu
lar to decrease the loss of millions of 
dollars and support local medical serv
ices through providing more efficient 
services to the patient.
Live examples of local experience of 
the Yemen TeleMedicine Center will 
be discussed in the coming episodes.

OPHTHALMIC EDUCATION

Mahfouth A Bamashmus
FRCSEd, FRCOphth
Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon
Ibn Al-Haitham Clinic
University of Science & Technology, Sana’a
bamashmus@y.net.ye

Laser Pens and Keychains:
Potential for Serious Eye Injury

U
ntil recently the cost of 
laser pens and key
chains was fairly high 
which precluded sale 
to the general public. 

But a dramatic reduction in the price 
of small laser pens has altered their 
market and, because of the low price, 
lasers fall within the hands of the pub
lic, including children.
These lasers, available from many 
retailers, are often sold as “laser pens” 
or “laser keychains”. These laser
emitting objects are potentially harm
ful and should not be used by 
untrained personnel.
The ability of the laser to cause focal 
bums within the eye makes it suitable 
for treating conditions such as diabet
ic retinopathy and retinal holes. 
Focusing the laser onto a spot on the 
retina can produce permanent retinal 
lesions. Likewise, the laser emitted 
from laser pen or laser keychains, 
when held 10 meters from the eye, 
will form a retinal spot and bum.
Unfortunately the damage produced 
by these lasers can be permanent. If 
the laser only was pointed on the outer 
part of the eye (the cornea) it only 
produces an abrasion that heals within 
few days without any residual dam
age. But if is concentrated on the reti
na especially the yellowish spot (the 
macula) concerned of the main central 
vision the damage can be permanent. 
The person loses the clarity and the 
ability to see clearly forever with the 
eye affected.
Children sometimes are playing an 
alarming game of “chicken” to see 
how long they can stare into the laser 
beams of these pens. Not surprising

ly, this makes lasers potentially very 
dangerous in the hands of children.
Most developed countries have pro
duced regulations on using these 
“laser pens” and “laser keychains” 
and are not sold to the public as they 
used to be. Unfortunately in Yemen 
you can buy them easily and we need 
to find a way to limit its distribution 
and the damage it produces to the 
public especially the children.

Reference: The damaging effects of 
light on the retina by J Lanum.
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Child Labor:
Causes and Consequences

Saleh Abdulbaqi 
Cultural Editor 
Yemen Times

T
he children's issue is a tan- 
gled social issue as a 
result of the deteriorating 
social and economical 
crises and the extreme 

poverty prevailing in our society. 
Children Cultural and Social Studies 
indicate that there is a clear deficiency 
in child care due to many reasons, of 
which illiteracy is the most outstand
ing. Illiteracy of parents and of society 
in general obviously has a strong 
impact on children. Premature aware
ness to child's needs whether material 
including food, clothes, medicine and 
toys or moral including going out to 
parks, organizing trips, encourage
ment, etc. The restricted atmosphere in 
which children live may lead them to 
grasp at the nearest chance to revolt 
against their parents. They may take to 
streets and fall in bad company. They 
may take to begging which is a very 
negative phenomenon on the increase. 
Others are forced by hard economic 
conditions of their families to work 
leading them to quit schools. The work 
performed by children in cities varies 
widely. Some work in cleaning car

windshields at intersections; some 
work as street vendors of many goods 
and articles like newspapers, water, 
home supplies, cassettes, fruits and 
vegetables, etc. Some work as waiters 
in restaurants, in mechanic or carpen
try workshops, as collectors of fares in 
buses, and some work as beggars or in 
building construction. Studies pertain
ing to the legal analysis for children 
indicated that legislation, regulations 
and rules derived from the Islamic 
instructions have ensured a good 
atmosphere for children, though there 
is a gap between the rhetoric of these 
legislation and reality. A number of 
children are locked in prisons without 
any legal warrants. Others are subject
ed to assault, violence and sexual 
harassment as they are locked in with 
prisoners of old age.
Most of the perverted children who 
take to thefts, adultery or gangs are 
attributed to many economic, psycho
logical and educational reasons. The 
separate family, deprivation of chil
dren, and children's falling in bad com
panies can be the breeding ground for 
the perversion of children. Besides, the 
clear deficiency of policies in dealing 
with juveniles’ training and qualifica
tion has increased perversion inclina
tions in these sections of the society. 
Studies also indicate that there is a 
clear deficiency in health care for this

section.
It is also found that some kids get fed 
up with schools, with the boring syllabi 
and way of presenting them to stu
dents, mainly because of unqualified 
teachers. In addition, children feel 
unable to afford all school tuition fees, 
increasing continuously. Therefore, 
they drop out of schools and start look
ing for a better alternative. The absence 
of the policy of a compulsory educa
tion, at least basic education, aggra
vates the situation. Besides, the rising 
number of jobless university graduates, 
mainly qualified, make most people 
come to believe, therefore, that educa
tion is no longer of economic value as 
it doesn't render employment. The beg
ging phenomenon has been the focus 
of most of the research conducted in 
the past few years. Studies confirm that 
the phenomenon is very much related 
to poverty. Children may be liable to 
many dangers especially if they are 
females. Begging also creates another 
burden on unemployment. Studies also 
indicate that economic and social hard
ships leading children to beg can be 
contemporary. However, this easy 
money-earning job creates in them and 
their families the desire to continue.
Studies conducted on child labor are 
too many. Child labor is very associat
ed with poverty and the low standard 
of living. School drop-outs have made 
the situation worse.
By and large, to limit this ever increas
ing phenomenon in Yemen, economic 
measures to raise and develop the indi
vidual income are a must and should be 
given priority over all other issues to 
achieve an overall development for the 
local communities. Measures should 
also be taken to relieve the unemploy
ment rate, ensuring free education for 
children, especially in the basic educa
tion levels. Students dropping out of 
schools should be studied carefully and 
the problem tackled. Females should 
be encouraged to join schools. Divorce 
and parents’ separation should be 
solved to ensure a conducive atmos
phere for a stable childhood in Yemen .

CULTURAL NEWS
Book fair to be Inaugurated in 
Sana'a
Cultural Minister stated that within 
the national ceremonies of the revolu
tion, the second season of the cultural 
activity would be inaugurated on the 
24th of September. Inaugurating the 
12 International Book Fair in Sana'a 
will be among the activities of the sec
ond season. 247 Arab and foreign 
publication centers are taking part in 
this book fair. The minister indicated 
that he gave directives to the publish
ers to grant a 25% discount to Yemeni

readers. The cultural reality seminar 
and other cultural seminars will be 
held to that end.

Saeed Cultural Corporation 
Celebrates Yemeni Revolution
Mr. Faisal Saeed Fara'a, Saeed 
Cultural Corporation, stated that the 
corporation was thinking of establish
ing a special one-man museum for 
Hussain Abo Bakr al-Mehdar's contri
butions.
Mr. Abduljabar Hayel Saeed put the 
foundation stone for the museum.

The 
British 
Council

Please send your CV and covering 
letter to the 
following address not later 
than 25 September 2001.

The British Council 
3rd floor
Sana’a Trade Centre 
P. O. Box 2157 
Sana’a 
Republic of Yemen 
Tel: 215000/06/33 
Fax: 215009

The British Council is committed to a 
policy of equal opportunity.

The British council is the United 
Kingdom’s international organisation 

for educational and cultural relations.

Registered in England as a charity.

Job Vacancy
Job Title: Fixer / Driver

Working hours:
08.00 — 15.00 Saturday — 
Wednesday
with overtime as needed

Duties:

Drive the office car, keep all car 
records up to date including the 
mileage log, maintenance log 
and service records.
Maintain the vehicle in good 
condition. Airport inbound and 
outbound. Fixing work at 
government offices and 
ministries.
Miscellaneous tasks as directed 
by line manager.

Minimum Requirements:

Driving licence. Completion of 
Secondary Education. Native 
speaker of Arabic. Working 
knowledge of English (written & 
spoken). Work experience 
preferred with a foreign 
organisation.

Illiteracy Eradication:
Abortive Official and Public Efforts

Farouk Al-Kamali
Yemen Times 
Taiz

T
he nations of the world 
have successfully accom
plished getting rid of com
puter technology illitera
cy, while the Arab coun

tries, including Yemen, still do their 
best to get rid of illiteracy in writing 
and reading. It is certain that we will 
remain in the dark. Not only because 
our economy is deteriorating, but also 
because we don't take care of people 
and we haven't achieved human devel
opment in all aspects of life. The 
majority of the Yemeni people are still 
illiterate, particularly the “Big Guys,” 
general managers, and half of the 
members of the Parliament. The worst 
of it is that the tribesmen themselves 
are not able to read a letter properly 
whereas they could do other things 
successfully such as exploding 
pipelines or kidnapping foreigners. It is 
embarrassing to our government to try 
to get rid of illiteracy after all these 
subsequent governments, particularly 
after the 26th September Revolution 
up to this moment, and therefore the 
attempts are in vain. We are threatened 
by the huge number of illiterate in the 
Arab countries. According to the inter
national level concerning human 
development issued from United 
Nations Program, the number of illiter
ate have reached 59.8 million in 1985 
in the Arab countries. The number is 
subject to increase to 65.5 million peo
ple in 2005. In Yemen, the number of 
those who wanted to join illiteracy 
eradication programs has decreased to 
65.1 percent. The number of Yemeni 
children between 6-15 years old has 
reached 4,580,000. Of this number 
only 2,847,941 join schools, while the 
number of the students who don't go to 
schools have reached 1,732,059. A 
symposium was held by the National 
Organization for Illiteracy Eradication 
titled " together for illiteracy eradica
tion" on Al-Saeed Cultural Hall in Taiz 
last week. Ezz Al-Deen says "The 
notion of illiteracy is modifiable. It can 
be modified with the passage of time.

Two decades ago 
the issue of the illit
eracy was accepted 
by the majority of 
the people, while 
the notion of the 
illiteracy is rejected 
by nations. The 
progress of any 
country is measured
by its human development in all 
aspects of life in culture, sciences, and 
economics. With some other countries 
still under the yoke of its illiterate 
rulers, the number of illiterate people is 
horrible. The world has changed in all 
aspects of life and we as Yemenis are 
still preoccupied with the packet of 
cigarettes and the bunch of qat. The 
world has achieved dramatic shifts in 
technology and information while we 
as Yemenis still watching space world 
channels not for one or two hours but 
for tens of hours. But this is not 
enough; they are also wasting time 
chewing qat. If we think deeply about 
the possibility of these hours, how they 
could be well-exploited to get rid of 
illiteracy by educating the male and 
female adults. Undoubtedly, the results 
would be satisfactory. We still dream 
as Yemenis, of good free education, or 
at least a very simple school to our 
generation. Nevertheless, Yemen is 
still underdeveloped culturally, social
ly, and economically.
The establishment of an illiteracy erad
ication body can exert a lot of effort in 
the field of getting rid of illiteracy in 
our country. " Illiteracy centers are not 
adequate and the teachers are not high-

ly qualified enough and therefore they 
receive low salaries." Fawzia Noaman 
said. "I wonder why we bear the bur
den of general education and yet, we 
don't have even one school with good 
teachers. The country is unable to do as 
that of the French woman,Odeil Juli do 
in Al-Makha. She could integrate the 
illiteracy eradication program with the 
Ministry of Health. She also trained 
girls from Al-Makha and from remote 
places like Al-Wazeaia and Thubab. 
She provided all facilities for the train
ers.", she added.
Showki Al-Kadhi, the Chairman of the 
National Organization of Illiteracy 
Eradication, sees that the problem of 
illiteracy eradication is disappointing. 
The potentials are poor in quality and 
the number of drop-outs from schools 
is remarkable. " The government has 
no interest at all in getting rid of illiter
acy, with the absence of coordination 
and the public interaction.
Others see that the main cause of illit
eracy is poverty. To get rid of illiteracy 
we have to get rid of poverty first.
In conclusion, we thank Odeil Juli for 
her exerted efforts in the field of the 
illiteracy eradication.

Fawzia Noaman Odeil Juli Showki Al-Kadhi

Othman Abdurabo:
"the concerned authorities should pay due 

attention to Yemeni artists "

O
thman Abdurabo is a 
prominent educator and 
well-educated personal
ity. During his educa
tional career in the 

Abyan Governorate, then known as the 
Fathli Sultanate, he could manage to be 
a teacher and an artist. Othman 
Abdurabo joined the educational field 
in 1956 when he was appointed as a 
teacher in a school in Yafa’a. Abdurabo 
has made many artistic and cultural 
contributions since he mastered sever
al artistic genres, including duet mono
logue through which he tackled many 
negative aspects prevailing at that 
time. Othman Abdurabo Abdullah 
Muraybish was born in 1941 in the city 
of Shaqrah Abyan Governorate, is mar
ried and the father of three boys and 
three girls. Salleh Abdulbaqi of Yemen 
Times met Othman and spoke with him 
about different issues pertaining to cul
ture.
Othman Abdurabo started his career as 
a teacher on November 1, 1956 in the 
sultanate of Yafa’a during the colonial 
rule. At that time schools used to hold 
different cultural, artistic and sporting 
activities which used to be called the 
‘the Fathers’ Day’. Abdorabo was so 
keen in performing the monologue 
through which he criticized high 
dowries which used to be over 10 thou
sands shillings, though salaries at that 
time did not exceed 250 shillings per 
month. His monologues had great 
influence on the people at that time and 
people started thinking of fixing small 
dowries. This is what actually hap
pened after the 14th of October 
Revolution, when the Dowry Act was 
enacted fixing it at the sum of 2 thou
sand shillings. Following the revolu
tion. Abdurabo tackled different daily

life problems and difficulties 
such as housing problems, 
labor issues, censorship, etc. In 
the 80s upon the establishment 
of a musical group headed by 
the prominent Adeni singer 
Atrush, Abdurabo joined the 
group at the invitation of the 
former. Then, Abdurabo started 
a professional career which had 
been significantly influenced 
by the late artist Omar Mahfuz 
Ghabah as for the art of mono
logue, although his artistic 
skills were not limited to monologue. 
Similarly, Abdurabo was deeply 
involved in theater through which he 
tackled many issues related to educa
tion and cooperatives, etc.
In 1975 he assumed the post of director 
of the Culture Office in Abyan. During 
his post, many cultural and artistic fes
tivities were performed in Abyan such 
as weddings, songs and theater festivi
ties. In 1958 he wrote a comic lyrical 
monologue (Kua’adah Ma Yehmylha 
Hamal) which coincided with the 
proclamation of the Federation of 
South Arabia and the unity of Egypt 
and Syria. This monologue became 
very famous and was broadcasted from 
the Cairo-based Voice of Arabs. At that 
time Abdurabo was called for to the 
office of the British Councilor in Ja’ar 
and Ahmed Fada’aq was requested to 
translate the monologue into English. 
When asked about the difference of the 
cultural situation in our country 
between the past and the present, 
Abdurabo said that the cultural and 
artistic life was more vigorous in the 
past, especially in the former South 
Yemen, as there used to be lots of 
musical groups, theater actors and 
folklore bands, all run by the former

ministry of culture in the South. 
Moreover, the Fine Arts Institute in 
Aden played a pivotal role in promot
ing the cultural life in Aden. The dif
ferent art groups participated in sever
al festivals abroad and opened the door 
for our cultural heritage to be known 
overseas. If these artistic groups and 
festivities maintained their activity up 
until now, there would be a real cultur
al renaissance. However, what hap
pened was the opposite, as the cultural 
life has further weakened and it is now 
in a stagnant situation. In my opinion, 
the reason behind this situation is 
because the concerned authorities do 
not pay due attention to those artists. 
Despite all this problems, we hope that 
the authorities will reconsider the situ
ation of the Yemeni artists. Abdurabo 
lavishly spoke about the cultural ren
aissance took place in the 50s and 60s, 
saying that at that time people used to 
love art, and artists used to dedicate 
themselves to art as well. Abdurabo 
added that we shall not forget that 
Abyan has a rich cultural heritage that 
is different from the other parts of 
Yemen and this has given me the 
chance to interact with local traditions 
and norms there.
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I. What to say

Journey by Train
Hassan: Welcome back home Hamid Jubeiry. When did 

you arrive?
Hamid: I reached Sana’a only yesterday. How are you 

Hassan and how are things with you?
Hassan: I’m quite alright and everything is pretty good. 

You look quite handsome. So India, the land of 
maharajas has transformed our Mahweeti 
Hamid into a splendid prince!

Hamid: Don’t tell me all that rhetoric! You are a master 
in fabricating things. May be I have put in 
some weight. Good food, healthful climate, 
carefree, tension-less life would make anyone 
cheerful which is the key to health. So small 
wonder if I have added a few kilos to my girth.

Hassan: Take it lightly. I was joking although you look 
fairer than before. This means you have been 
enjoying life in India. By the way, tell us 
something abut your pleasantest experience in 
India.

Hamid: India is so full of diversities and each 
experience has its unique flavor. It is difficult 
to choose which one is the pleasantest. But my 
maiden journey by train from Bombay to 
Lucknow is decidedly the most scintillating 
experience I have had in the recent past.

Hassan: Lucky you. Here haven’t even seen a train 
except on the TV or in the films. Did you enjoy 
travelling by train?

Hamid: It would be more appropriate to call it 
romancing by train. It was a wonderful 
experience watching from the compartment 
window the world go by.

Hassan: How long does it take from Bombay to 
Lucknow?

Hamid: Two nights and a day.
Hassan: What? All this time you would be inside the 

compartment? Won’t you be suffocated?
Hamid: No, my dear. It’s so comfortable inside, 

especially if you are in an Air conditioned 
sleeper class. There are cushioned berths 
where you can relax or stretch yourself. You 
don’t feel hot. Through the tainted glasses you 
can enjoy the gripping scenes outside: rivers, 
mountains, valleys, fields with standing crops 
and so on.

Hassan: What about food?
Hamid: Refreshments and meals are available on the 

train. There is a pantry car in every long 
distance train. You can order your food and 
have it served in your seat.

Hassan: Lovely. Then long distance journeys shouldn’t 
be so boring.

Hamid: Vendors with a variety of snacks, tea, cigarette 
and beatle or tambul come into the 
compartments. Otherwise passengers who 
travel to far off destinations involving three, 
four or even five days would suffer a lot, 
especially if they are accompanied by women 
and children.

Hassan: Is there only one type only train?
Hamid: No. There are slow trains called passenger 

trains which stop at almost every station. There 
are fast trains called Express trains or 
Superfast trains which run for one to two ours 
at a stretch and stop at certain select stations.

Hassan: It’s so exciting to hear about your experience.

Thanks.
Hamid: You’re welcome.

II. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences
1. This is an one-month course.
2. Khalid Al-Quzahy is a tallest boy in the class.
3. He learnt many a good poetries.
4. I met many peoples at the fair.
5. Everyone likes the sceneries of Mahweet.

Solutions to last week’s questions.
1. This is my book or This book is mine.
2. These information are not correct.
3. It is nothing but foolishness.
4. I shall be happy if you pass the exam.
5. Had I been there, I would have accepted the proposal.

III. How to express it in one word
1. Use of legal trickery or false arguments.
2. Structure for the release of smoke through the roof.
3. Liquid substance given to make a person unconscious.
4. Group of singers.
5. Disease continuing for a long time.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. A person who pretends to have more skill knowledge 

or ability than he really has: Charlatan
2. Framework of a motor car or which its body is built: 

Chassis
3. Talk quickly or foolishly and talk too much: Chatter
4. Branch of science that deals with how substances 

combine and act under different conditions: 
Chemistry

5. Written order to a bank to pay money: Cheque

IV. Do as directed:
1. To treat the guests well is the — of the Yemenis. 

(Fill in the blank choosing the right word: custom / 
performance / happening / deed.)

2. At the beginning I thought that the young man was 
innocent. Later, when I found the missing watch in his 
pocket, I was made to believe that he had stolen it. 
(Replace the underlined expression by a word 
beginning with CO..... )

3. Last week students of Level 3 put up a play. My sister 
and I went to watch the — .
(Fill in the blank with a word related to ‘perform’.)

4. In one of the words given below ch is pronounced as 
/k/. Identify the word: 
march, search, church, headache, torch.

5. Make a meaningful word from the following letters: 
c m m c o n

Solutions to last week’s questions.
1. My bicycle was so badly broken that I had to buy 

another.
1. He had had his breakfast before he went out.
1. He has bread and butter for breakfast, hasn’t he?
1. Ramzi is as intelligent as Hisham.
1. He broke his leg when he was playing football 

yesterday.

V. Words of Wisdom
“The course of life is like a sea;
Men come and go; tides rise and fall;
And that is all of history.”

—Joaquin Miller

YOUTH FORUM
My love
I love him very much
Impossible to forget him
He is always with me
He never leave me alone, in any situa
tion
For any reason
So, what can I say??
I love him very much
What can I do??
Just thank him always
Who is he??
‘Allah’ of course

Hana’a Al-Kamer

A Pearl Called Mocha Coffee
One time, the world lived with sad

ness, with no happiness
And suddenly some thing in world’s 

history had to happen
A city in the Red Sea quietly, poorly 

closer to the beach lies
That was AlMocha City, such as every 

body liked to call

A sick British ship’s Master landed

suddenly at its seashore
He wanted to see a doctor, but a mys

tic only to be found
“My sickness is so deep, it’s a sadness 

inside my soul”
The Master told the mystic while tears 

were coming out
“Have a sip form this cup, sonny, and 

you will find no pain”
Said the mystic while giving the mas

ter a strange drink

Drink was so blacky, too dark, sweet 
somehow but hot

The master hesitatively drank what he 
though is a drug

And suddenly he felt good, strongly 
rosed his head and said

“What a magic drink I what do you 
call this magic drug?”

“its Mocha Coffee, sonny, take it with 
you to the world’s edge”

words of the mystic were trustfully 
given “it’s a gift to Them”

since then the world changed. Coffee 
brought delight to them

Mocha Coffee became a Yemeni
Majic softhearted drink

That is the Pearl that Mocha City to 
the World daily gives

Dirar Aldaim

Haughty woman
Don’t be haughty.
Don’t be unfair and don’t be aloof.
Do you have mercy on me?
Do you kind to me?
Do your eyes bum you?
Are you kind “Raya”?
Turn your luminous face, for me
There, dry your tears
So that your heart unites the universe 

Perhaps you mercy on my feelings 
and senses
I became a bird without wings and 
ashes in front the winds.
Perhaps you know and feel of my love 
for you

Mohammed H. Rassam
P.O box 36049

Mahweet
Yemen

Yemeni Students’ Common Errors in 
Different Skills of The English Language

Amat Al-Malik
English teacher, Mahweet

I. Pronunciation and speaking:
1. Most Yemeni students find it difficult 
to differentiate between /p/ and /b/, /b/ 
and /d/, /s/ and /c/, /y/ and /u/, /f/ and /v/. 
They sometimes pronounce /sh/ as /s/.
2. They always forget to put (s) with the 
third person singular noun when they 
speak.

II. Writing:
1. They don’t leave space between 
words and sentences.
2. Punctuation rules are rarely observed

in their writing.
3. They are unable to differentiate 
between some numbers, in writing and 
in speaking, such as ‘13’ and ‘31’.
4. The most common and noticeable 
mistake, in Yemeni learners, is to write 
the number ‘2’ like this ‘tow’ instead of 
‘two’.
5. They start the proper nouns with 
small letters, without capitalization.
6. They cannot differentiate between the 
letter /s/ whether a plural marker a pos
sessive case marker or a verb inflexion 
added if the subject is a third person sin
gular.
7. They confuse between the male and

female pronouns such as ‘he’, ‘she’, 
‘her’, ‘his’. They confuse between 
object pronoun and subject pronoun.
They often use the adjective after the 
noun e.g. ‘man tall’ instead of ‘tall man’ 
- etc.
9. They add -ed to irregular verbs, like 
‘speaked’.
10. They invariably forget to start the 
sentence with capital letters.

III. Reading
1. They can not read English paragraphs 
with comprehension.
2. In oral reading, they pronounce silent 
sounds in a word.

How Do Our Schools Fare in Educating Our Generations?
Ibrahim Sofyan Al-Boraihi 
Sana’a

A
ll of us know that edu
cation is the cornerstone 
of the development of 
any nation or country. 
No country can progress 

unless education goes in the right 
direction. Therefore, most counties, 
particularly the developed countries, 
exert great efforts to improve the edu
cational system.
However, there are many countries 
which still follow the traditional sys
tem of course. Yemen is one of these 
countries in this system and it influ
ences our generations.
Before the revolution, Yemen was suf
fering from illiteracy; the vast majority 
of Yemeni people were illiterate. There 
were no many schools at that time. But 
when the revolution took place in 1962 
everything changed in all fields of our 
life. What concerns us here is the 
changes that happened in the field of 
education. Many schools and institutes 
were built. These educational corpora
tions play an important role in building 
our society. Unfortunately some of

them play their role negatively.
With a quick look at the current educa
tion system, one can say, without any 
doubt, that this system needs to be 
strongly modified. The chosen syllabi 
and books do not present the basic 
needs of our society. Some of these 
books are above students level and the 
others are very old. The national com
mittee for preparing those books is not 
qualified enough for doing such an 
important task. On the other hand, 
teachers who are teaching these books 
are half-educated. Most of them lack 
the necessary skills to deal with diffi
culties they face in the field of teach
ing. To make matters worse, many 
teachers do not have enough knowl
edge in the field of their specialization. 
Concerning the education administra
tion, no one can deny that most of the 
headmasters or head mistresses are not 
qualified or specialized in the area 
which they work. Frankly speaking, 
some of them do not have the certifi
cate of completion of secondary stage. 
Due to this dangerous situation, the 
majority of administrators do not know 
the appropriate tools for dealing with 
students and teachers simultaneously.

The educational atmosphere in schools 
and institutes is extremely bad. A visit 
to these schools shows they are not 
suitable for the teaching process and 
learning process to take place. All of 
the schools’ equipment is damaged. 
The increasing number of students is a 
big problem in our schools.
Vocational education is very rare and 
absent. Our government doesn’t 
encourage vocational institutes or cen
ters to play their role in establishing 
our society. There is only a very limit
ed number of institutes or centers 
which are interested in this field.
Of course, our generations face all the 
above mentioned difficulties and 
obstacles. The result of that is getting 
weak and unqualified generations who 
are not able to do any thing for their 
nation. If the educational environment 
is like that, how can we imagine the 
future of our generations and, of 
course, our nation? This must be 
regarded as an urgent matter. 
Otherwise, our generations will go 
from bad to worse. And when this hap
pens, it will be out of our hands to do 
any thing to solve this problem.

Let's Learn Computer
The series will resume next week

I23india.com
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Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

A
lthough the Yemeni 
press this week have 
tackled in articles 
and commentaries 
many internal 

issues but there is an apparent 
focus on the dramatic develop
ments that had taken place in the 
U.S. last Tuesday represented in 
the suicidal attacks on World 
Trade Centre Towers in New York 
and official targets in Washington.

Here is a review of excerpts from 
articles published in some Yemeni 
press this week.

RAY weekly organ of 
Sons of Yemen League 
Party, 11 September 
2001

The newspaper's editorial confirms 
that members of armed forces and 
security are Yemeni citizens having 
full civilian rights guaranteed by the 
constitution. The foremost right is 
that of nomination and election 
which no one can take it away from 
them.
Using these people for the service of 
a certain political party as fuel in 
political conflict with the aim of 
attacking the democratic experiment, 
is a matter contradicting all concepts 
of democratic action and stabs digni
ty of the army and security. This pol
icy also means depriving them of 
their constitutional right and render 
them liable to be falling under dicta
tion and instruction. On the other 
hand this situation introduces the 
military establishment as a big stick 
living a state of enmity with civilian 
life and its institutions, practicing fal
sification of the masses will in favor 
of this party or that.

Al-Jamaheer weekly, 
organ of the Arab 
Baath Socialist party, 
9 September 2001

Talal Jamel has written an article on 
illiteracy characterizing it as an epi
demic affecting science and has to be 
eradicated or at least try to limit its 
dissemination particularly that our 
country is afflicted with a high rate of 
illiteracy. As it is the umbrella under 
which they hide, the corrupt would 
like to enhance dissemination of illit
eracy among sectors of the people. 
Therefore elimination of corruption 
should be a priority and consequent
ly eradicate illiteracy. Illiteracy could 
not be eradicated with decisions but 
through mechanisms and persistent 
effort and comprehensive reform of 
the entire infrastructure.
Mr Jamel maintains that illiteracy is 
not only an unhealthy case as much 
as a product of a political reality that 
is closed economically, culturally 
and socially. For instance the doses 
imposed on the people due to the 

economic situation, raising the prices 
of diesel, smuggling large quantities 
of expired flour, corruption of offi
cials and dialogue of the government 
with opposition parties while the 
society is unaware of what is machi
nated against it, are forms and parts 
of illiteracy. Illiteracy is not only 
ignorance of how to write or read but 
rather more dangerous than that. It is 
that the human is unable to take the 
proper decision within the scope of 
changeables around him.

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 
11 September 2001.

Mr Mansour Ha'el writes that in 
Yemen, poverty and impoverization 
is engineered in a maddening speed 
and program with which the number 
of people segments trodden with 
poverty are on the increase and thou
sands of people are sent to states of 
unemployment, hunger and tramp
ing.
While official reports indicate the 
deterioration characterizing services 
of health, education, water, electrici
ty, living conditions and high rates of 
poverty and unemployment, the gov
ernment usually ascribe this to con
sequences of the reform program that 
it has taken the destructive aspect of 
it. It did not commit itself to the 
aspect that encircles poverty and its 
results or the one that combats cor
ruption and its centers.
Thus the government is used to con
sider defeats and failures as achieve
ments and victories and takes them a 
material for dialogue with major 
donors whom it warns of explosion 
of the situations in Yemen and col
lapse of democracy.

Al-Ayyam weekly 
12 September 2001

Mr Ayyash Ali Mohammed says in 
an article that all indications point 
out that Yemen's economy is heading 
for being at the bottom of the list of 
backward countries. It is no longer 
bearing characteristics of a national 
economy and in its current form it 
doesn't represent a living entity and 
the Yemeni citizen can hardly sense 
it. Each of Yemen's economy sectors 
works in a manner not having any 
integration with other sectors. Each 
sectors subject to individual domina
tion as if it is a personal property run 
by mentalities raised on love of get
ting rich and boasting of wealths that 
they originally do not possess but 
rather wrung out from certain victims 
who came under the policy of impov
erishment.
The present situation of the Yemeni 
economy proves backwardness of the 
country and its failure to in introduc
ing its political reformative program 
through which political differences 

could be overcome.

Al-Mithaq weekly, 
organ of the People's 
General Congress 
party,

10 September 2001
Columnist Dr Adulaziz al-Maqalih 
says in an article that by American 
administration's fomenting stand 
against the world conference against 
racism and its death-defying defense 
of the Zionist entity, it unveils fully 
its racial identity and in doing so it is 
as if taking off the last fig leaf it has 
been covering its racial image.
Its history reveals how they had put 
an end to millions of red Indians and 
the suffering of millions of American 
black and colored people under the 
tyranny of racism and racial discrim
ination. The U.S. has not got 
embroiled in any conference as it has 
been the as of Durban conference 
against racism. When adopted hard
line stands the U.S. was not only 
defending the Zionist racial entity, 
but also defending itself and world 
racial order it is working hard to 
make it prevail over humanity.
The most apparent example of that is 
its unlimited backing up of the Zion
ist entity which adopts the same 
stands and follows suit of its policy 
of annihilating the Palestinians and 
displacing them, as the U.S. had done 
against the Indians in order to have 
them being replaced by the new 
white immigrants, " advocates of 
freedom and democracy and leaders 
of the new world order."

ATTARIQ weekly, 
11 September 2001

Mr Khalid Ali Tuaiman 
writes a comparison between the 
force of law and the law of force. 
Many observers and followers of 
Yemeni affairs miss some significant 
points and aspects related to kidnap
ping incidents. The most important 
of them is that such an abnormal con
demned act has reflecting in its 
essence that existence of an apparent 
defect in the relationship between 
central authority and some remote 
areas. The failure is especially fol
lowing a negative social action hav
ing uncivilized traits because of its 
lacking of positive social action that 
can be understood within channels 
depending on a system of laws. 
Instead it has come to surface the 
prevalence of the law of force, which 
the authority has unintentionally con
tributed to its production. The 
authority could not realize that its 
narrow-sphered dealing with those 
remote areas would not provide the 
minimum degree of stability in the 
relationship between the centre and 
those areas, but after it has begun to 
undergo shocks as beginning from 
the early 1990's that witnessed the 

phenomenon of kidnappings. The 
authority tried to deal with it in order 
to block the way for its then political 
adversaries in the region and to abort 
goals of external parties suspected to 
their being involved in kidnapping 
incidents. Not having confronted 
kidnapping incidents with resolute
ness since their beginnings and the 
mistaken estimation of their objec
tives and actual motives have con
tributed greatly to their spread and 
widening of their scope. 
Kidnappings have become therefore 
a social phenomenon the continua
tion of which arouses many ques
tions .

Ashumou weekly 15 
September 2001

The newspaper's editorial says that 
America, since the mid of the 1970's 
till the end of the 1980's, has endeav
ored to support the Afghans against 
the former Soviet Union as part of its 
cold war. Among those who received 
such support is the legend of this 
time, Osama Bin Laden. Through 
that support the U.S. policy has suc
ceeded in defeating the Soviet Union 
there. No long time passed on bitter
ness suffered by the Soviet due to the 
Afghan war than the United States 
has drunk from the same cup. This is 
if we take into consideration the the
ory Bin Laden had announced in the 
early eighties in that he would use 
the U.S. and the Saudi Arabia back
ing in fighting whom he described as 
enemies of the Islamic nation and 
that he would invest that money for 
that purpose. After the dismantle of 
the Soviet Union he turned to face 
the allies of yesterday. Though it is 
difficult to buy the idea regarding the 
capabilities of Ben Laden as the 
United States claims, it in this case 
puts him as its equivalent in power of 
mentality and tactics and rather supe
rior to abilities of the American men
tality, if it is true that he is behind the 
latest airplanes suicidal attacks.
If reality is contrary to that, which is 
the most probable supposition, the 
nature of scandal the United States 
has been exposed to, would push the 
U.S. to create a parallel to hang on its 
political, military, intelligence and 
information technology failure to 
prevent similar operations. These 
acts are the product of the American 
politicians' maltreatment of most of 
the world nations particularly the 
Arabs and Muslims whom America 
looks at their problems through an 
Israeli binoculars.
Based on the lesson of what has hap
pened we think that any barbaric 
behavior by the United States, simi
lar to its former acts against Libya in 
1986, the Sudan and Afghanistan in 
1998 would face similar retaliations.

Saut Al-Mua'aradha 
weekly, organ of the 
Opposition National 
Council,
12 September 2001

The political editor of the newspaper 
says although we and all peoples of 
the world condemn terrorism and 
reject it as an option for settling 
accounts among peoples and nations, 
especially that most of the victims 
are from innocent civilians, we con
sider what has happened in 
Washington and New York last 
Tuesday as exceeded all prospects 
regarding the accuracy of planning 
and implementation as well as the 
size of destruction.
A speedy follow-up of the American 
policy, internally and externally, 
since its coming out of its isolation in. 
the wake of taking part in the world 
war 11, Internally the American socie
ty is not a unified one where all are 
equal before law in term of rights and 
duties and not politically homoge
neous.
At the foreign policy level, America 
has been implementing a policy of 
oppression and hegemony against 
many of the world nations.
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Solvay Participates in the First Yemeni 
Symposium on Depression and 

Affective Disorders

Y
emeni Neuro-psychiatric 
Association, headed by Dr. 
Abdulmajeed Al-Khulaidi, 
organized a three-day sympo
sium on depression, in which 

different pharmaceuticals companies took 
part. Solvay Pharmaceuticals of the 
Netherlands, a world leader in manufactur
ing medicines and conducting medical 
research, and its agent in Yemen, Al-Rafah 
Pharmaceuticals Corporation, participated 
actively at the seminar. Dr. Yaser Abdo 
Othman, Solvay supervisor in Yemen, intro
duced Solvay which began business in 
Yemen in August 1998 and has had a great 
success since then. He also thanked the sup
port of Al-Rafah Pharmaceuticals 
Corporation and the Supreme Board of 
Drugs & Medical Appliances, since the for
mer is the agent of Solvay and the latter is 
the body in charge of importing and licens
ing drugs. Dr. Yaser mentioned that Solvay 
manufactures different products for the 
treatment of hypertension, heart disease and

digestive disorders.
The dedicated team of Solvay, represented 
by Dr. Yaser Abdo Othman, Dr. Jamal Al- 
Abssi, Dr. Ahmed Al-Jarmuzi and Dr. Mazin

Al-Saqqaf, introduced the 
new products of Solvay of 
which FAVER1N, a new anti
depression drug of Solvay, 
characterized by its fast 
action and high efficiency in 
comparison to the old anti
depression drugs, was one of 
the major products intro
duced at the seminar.

SOLVAY
PHARMACEUTICALS

Building for Sale
A newly-built building in the heart of Sana’a overlooking on two streets. It 
consists of six stories, 16 flats, ten stores, stretching over 480 m2 with total 
approximate facial area of 3200 m2 and is provided with water, electricity and 
telephone services.

For more information call: 
00967-01-245254 

7902462

ANNOUNCEMENT
Nexen Scholarships 

Program II
As a reflection of their friendship and commitment to assist in Yemen’s human resource development, Canadian 
nexen Petroleum Yemen, and its Masila Block Partners, Occidental Petroleum and Consolidated Contractors 
International Ltd. (CCC) are pleased to announce a further 10 scholarships for post secondary study in Calgary, 
Canada. The Canadian nexen petroleum Yemen scholarship program was originally initiated to celebrate their 
10th anniversary in Yemen. This highly successful initiative was extended in 2000 to include an additional 
twenty scholarships (ten scholarships a year over a two years period will be awarded by the Scholarship 
Steering Committee to deserving post-secondary graduates).

1. The final ten (10) scholarship recipients will commence their respective study programs in September, 2002.

2. Post-secondary study programs currently available for this scholarship competitions:
South Alberta Institute of Technology (SAIT)
5 Scholarships Available - 4 Year Bachelor of Applied Technology Degree Programs

B. Tech - Computer Engineering Technology
B. Tech - Computer Technology
B. Tech - Telecommunications Technology
B. Tech - Petroleum Engineering Technology

University of Calgary
5 Scholarships Available - 4 year Degree Programs

B. Sc - Oil & Gas Engineering
B. Sc - Electrical Engineering
B. Sc - Civil Engineering
B. Sc - Chemical Engineering
B. Sc - Mechanical Engineering
B. Sc - Computer Science
B. Sc - Software Engineering
B. Sc - Applied & Environmental Geology
B. AccS - Accounting Science
B. Comm - Business Administration

3. To qualify for a scholarship all applicants satisfy the following requirements:
- Must be a Yemeni citizen who has resided in Yemen for the past two years
- Aged 17-22 years
- Must have good English language skills
- Minimum of 80% overall average on secondary school certificate
- Committed to undergo up to 400 hours of Yemen based English language training (if necessary)
- Committed to return to Yemen after completion of his/her studies in Canada
- Submission of all the required documents that are requested in this announcement

Selection process:
Candidate selection will be based on fulfillment of the above noted requirements, a personal interview and satisfactory 
performance during the Yemen based English language training sessions. Both the University and Calgary and SAIT 
will not grant formal admission to their respective institutions until the scholarship recipient achieves a TOEFL score 
of 220 (computer based exam) or 560 (paper based exam). Applicants who are in a position to sit for the TOEFL/ITP 
exam are encouraged to do so prior to submitting their applications.

Required Documentation:
- An application form completed in English
- Copy of the secondary school grades or transcript
- Copy of personal ID card or passport
- Six certified passport sized photos

4. Scholarship application forms can be obtained from the following application distribution / collection centers:

AMIDEAST, Inc
Algiers St., House No. (66)
Sana’ a - Rep. Of Yemen
Tel: 01-206222 / 400279/80/81
Contact Person: mr. Najeeb Al-Sharafi

AMIDEAST, Inc
Khormaksar
Aden
Tel: 02-232345/236953
Contact Person: Mr. Shakeeb AbdulHamid

Mohamed Ali Othman School:
Near Road Constr. Authority
Taiz,
Tel: 04-223671/2
Contact person: Ms. Samar Ahmed Moh’d

Hadramout University:
University Campus, Al-Fowah Area
Mukalla, Rep. Of Yemen 
Tel: 05-360866
Contact Person: Mr. Omar Bani

Hodeidah University 
Tel: 03-227500
Contact Person: Mr. AbdulKarim Al-Ward

5. Completed application forms and requested documentation must be returned in a sealed envelope to any of the 
above noted application distribution/collection centers. Failure to comply with any of the information requirements 
will result in disqualification.

6. The closing date for accepting applications is October 17, 2001. Under no circumstances will applications be 
accepted after that date.

7. The Scholarship Steering Committee acting on behalf of Canadian Nexen Petroleum Yemen and its Masila 
Partners, is committed to give all Yemeni scholarship applicants equal, fair and competitive opportunities.



Abdulwahab Thabet to YT:
“FPACH is the first foundation of its kind in the Middle East”

P
rotecting cultural heritage 
and antiquities is a very 
important thing for a nation 
like Yemen, which is very 
rich in its archeological

sites and monuments. Yet, Yemeni 
antiquities are vulnerable to damage, 
deformation and stealing amid the 
absent role of the concerned authori
ties. However, for the first time in 
Yemen the private sector is assuming a 
role in preserving our rich cultural her
itage through the establishment of the 
Foundation for the Protection of 
Antiquities & Cultural Heritage 
(FPACH), which is a private sector-run 
foundation. In a bid to spotlight this 
issue, the Yemen Times met Mr. 
Abdulwahab Thabet, a well-known 
Yemeni businessman who played a sig
nificant role in the establishment of 
FPACH.

Q: Could you please tell us about 
FPACH?
A: FPACH is a non-profit foundation 
established by a group of Yemeni busi
nessmen, with the view of protecting 
and preserving Yemeni antiquities and 
heritage. I am glad to tell you that 
FPACH is the first foundation of its 
kind in the Middle East to be estab
lished for these purposes. We aim 
through our foundation to raise the 
people’s awareness of the importance

of our cultural heritage and coordinate 
with all the local and international 
organizations interested in supporting 
our activities.

Q: What are the reasons for the 
establishment of this organization?
A: We are deeply concerned about the

state of our antiques and monuments 
which are in a great need for protection 
and renovation, and this is the main 
reason for the establishment of 
FPACH.

Q: So who was the founder of this 
initiative?
A: Mostly, we at Thabet Group adopt
ed the idea, but there are also other pri-

vate-sector corporations which actively 
participated in the establishment of the 
foundation, such as Almaz Group, 
Universal for Travel and Tourism, and 
the Yemeni-Libyan Holding Company. 
Similarly, we have set up a board of 
trustees for the foundation of promi
nent businessmen and personalities in 
the society like Yahea Mohammed 
Abdullah Salleh, Alwan Saeed al- 
Shibani, Mohammed Abdo Saeed, 
Abdullah Ishaq, Hayel Abdo al-Haq 
and Haitham Mohsen al-Aini.

Q: How can the organization con
tribute to the preservation of antiq
uities and cultural heritage?
A: We are going to sponsor and pro
mote proj

ects pertaining to preservation, protec
tion and maintenance of cultural her
itage by coordinating with the different 
bodies and donor agencies. Mostly we 
will be deeply involved in creating 
awareness among the people on the 
importance of our precious cultural 
heritage and antiquities, and this will 
be achieved through launching aware
ness campaigns, sponsoring activities 

at the National Museum in Sana’a and 
the other national museums throughout 
the country and holding permanent and 
temporary exhibitions in Yemen and 
overseas. We bear in mind carrying out 
small renovation projects for some 
archaeological sites republic-wide as 
well as carrying out detailed and 
well-prepared studies which will be 
presented to some donor agencies 
interested in supporting such projects. 
And if we get assistance of such, we 
are going to give these projects to 
independent contractors, and the role 
of the foundation will be merely for 
monitoring the implementation of 
these projects.

Q: Do you have any kind of 
cooperation with government 
bodies?
A: Of course, we should coordi
nate with the governmental 
bodies, although our foundation 
is a non-governmental organi

zation. Consequently, we shall work 
closely with the General Organization 
for Antiquities, Museums and 
Manuscripts and all other local and 
international organizations.

Q: Have you adopted a particular 
project so far?
A: We are about to form a team of 
experts who will visit the ancient city 
of Zabid with the aim of conducting an 
in-depth study for a project there. You 
just know that the old city of Zabid is 
very rich in cultural heritage and there 
are many precious manuscripts that are 
unprotected. Unfortunately, the gov
ernment and the locals there pay no 
attention to these significant monu
ments and manuscripts. This state of 
negligence is very alarming.

Q: Any final comment you may 
have?
A: It is a shame that Yemen has not had 
a foundation of such before, but I hope 
that more businessmen will join our 
efforts to enhance the role of the pri
vate sector in preserving our heritage 
through all the available means.
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As Muslims Everywhere Express their Anger at the Attacks in the USA, they 
confess that i f those responsible were Muslims, then they are:

A DISGRACE TO ISLAM
T

he Muslim and Arab com
munities in the states and 
all over the world stood 

strong last week in their condem
nation of the unbelievable ruth
less attack by terrorists that took 
place on Tuesday morning 
September 11 against the World 
Trade Center buildings in New 
York and the Pentagon in 
Washington, DC.
Muslims agree that those who 
committed the attacks, if proven 
to be muslims, are definitely a 
disgrace to Islam and to Muslims. 
Preachers and Islamic scholars 
have been focusing their efforts to 
explain to the world that Islam is 
not a religon of force and terror. It 
is a religon of peace and justice. 
After all, the acts of the hijackers 
have not served Muslims any 
good. On the contrary, Israel has 
unfortunately exploited the fact 
that the suspect hijackers are 
Arabs and tried to brainwash the 
West with anti-Islamic thoughts 
and ideas.
Ikhwan Al-Muslimeen have 
openly criticized the act by call
ing it “:
A joint Arab-American, and 
Muslim-American statement was 
also released denouncing the act: 
“We condemn in no uncertain 
terms the horrifying attacks on 
the World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon on September 11. We 
are shocked and angered by such 
brutality and share all the emo
tions of our fellow citizens about 
these attacks, which target all 
Americans without exception. We 
firmly believe that there can be no 
justification for such horrible 
acts. We join with the nation in 
calling for the perpetrators of this 
terrible crime to be brought swift
ly to justice.
We commend the statements of 
Attorney General John Ashcroft, 
Secretary of State Colin Powell 
and the numerous senators and 
members of Congress who have 
cautioned against attempts to 
stigmatize the Arab-American 
and American Muslim communi
ties or blame them for this 
tragedy. We urge our fellow 
Americans, the government and 
media to follow their example and 
not assign any form of collective 
guilt against communities for the 
crimes of individuals. ”
Here we republish a letter pub
lished in Washington Post last 
week giving a clear indication of 
the feeling of muslims towards 
what happened.

"I'm Not the Enemy"
The Washington Post
By Reshma Memon Yaqub
Thursday, September 13, 2001; Page A31

The horror is unspeakable. Like every American, I am paralyzed by 
the carnage on the news, on our streets. My head pounds, thinking of 
the grief engulfing thousands of families whose loved ones were killed 
or injured Tuesday. When I close my eyes, I see bodies tumbling from 
the windows of 
skyscrapers.
As the attack unfolded, I panicked, racing through what until this 
moment had felt like a safe, suburban neighborhood to find my son 
and his babysitter, who were playing, as usual, at a nearby park. I 
begged my husband, who was at work in a prominent Washington 
building, to come home. With the phone lines going in and out, I felt 
sure that it just wasn't over.
Like every American, I am afraid. Wondering what this means for us. 
Wondering whether it's over, or when and where the next attack will 
take place. It's the first time I've felt the kind of fear I imagine that peo
ple in other countries feel when they are at war.
Like every American, I am outraged. And I want justice. But perhaps 
unlike many other Americans, I'm feeling something else too. A differ
ent kind of fear. I'm feeling what my 6 million fellow American Muslims 
are feeling -- the fear that we too will be considered guilty in the eyes 
of America, if it turns out that the madmen behind this terrorism were 
Muslim. I feel as though I've suddenly become the enemy of two 
groups - those who wish to hurt Americans, and those Americans who 
wish to strike back.
It's a frightening corner to be in. In the past, when lone Muslims have 
committed acts of terrorism - or have been mistakenly assumed to be 
guilty, as in Oklahoma City - hate crimes have abounded against 
American Muslims who look like they're from "that part of the world," 
against American mosques, against American children in Muslim 
schools who pray to the same peace-loving God as Jews and 
Christians.
I am now not just afraid, as we all are, for our safety as Americans. I 
am also afraid for the safety of my sisters-in-law, who wear head 
scarves in public, and I implore them not to walk alone in the streets 
of our hometown. I am afraid for my brother, a civil rights lawyer who 
defends Muslims in high-profile discrimination cases. I am afraid to 
hear people openly state that Muslim blood is worthless and deserves 
to be spilled, as I heard when I was in college during the Persian Gulf 
War. I am afraid that my son won't understand why strangers aren't 
smiling at him the way they used to. I am afraid that we will be dehu
manized because of our skin color, or features, or clothing. My heart 
aches each time a friend or relative calls, CNN blaring in the back
ground, and sadly reminds me, "It's over for us now. Muslims are done 
for.”
I was briefly heartened to hear author Tom Clancy, interviewed on 
CNN, explaining that Islam is a peaceful religion and that we as 
Americans must not let go of our ideals of religious tolerance, because 
it's the way our country behaves when it's been hurt that really reflects 
who we are. Still, I'm afraid that Americans might view the televised 
images of a few misguided and deeply wounded people overseas cel
ebrating the pain that America is now feeling, and will assume that I 
too must share that anti-American sentiment, that I, or my family, or 
my community, or my religion, could be part of the problem. In fact, 
every major American Muslim organization has decried this violence 
against us all. In fact, Islam forbids such acts of violence. In fact, all 
the Muslims I know cringe at the idea of our faith being used, abused, 
in the name of political agendas. And though I, like other Americans, 
want the perpetrators brought to justice, I shudder to think of the inno
cent lives that may be unnecessarily lost overseas in that pursuit. 
Children like ours. Mothers like us. Every time I hear of an act of ter
rorism, I have two prayers. My first is for the victims and their families. 
My second is, please don't let it be a Muslim. Because unlike when, an 
act of terrorism is committed by a Christian or a Jew, when it is a 
Muslim, it’s not considered an isolated act perpetrated by an isolated 
group of madmen. The entire faith is characterized as barbaric, as 
inhuman. And, my fellow Americans, I stand before you, as broken as 
you are, to tell you that it’s not. That we are not. That we Muslims love 
our country as you do, and that we are bleeding and grieving along
side you.

Reshma Memon Yaqub, 
a journalist who lives in Montgomery County.

Photo of the Week

I’ve just received a new email..

NOW THAT IS BIZARRE!
(A weekly column for bizarre stories and news)

Good Samaritans Exist After All
INDIANA - When news broke about a little boy who was born 
with his heart outside his chest cavity needing extensive surgery, 
businessman Mike Glenn decided to help. Reflecting on the joy he 
experienced with his own three healthy sons, Glenn purchased a 
Plymouth Neon for the boy’s mother so she could transport him for 
doctor’s visits. The car is worth approximately $10,000 and was 
offered with no strings attached. The gift tremendously helped the 
financially-stricken family. A newspaper reported that the boy's 
mother cried when hearing about the gift, and she said, "I didn't 
really think people did that kind of thing.”

Chicken Across The Road Leaves Man Clucking Mad
HOUSTON - A Houston man put a new spin on proverbial ques
tion of crossing the road. Kevin Funchess, a 41-year-old school 
teacher, was rescued three days after he fell into an open manhole 
while crossing the street for fried chicken. Funchess' body wedged 
in just 3 feet below the surface, but he could not get out or move 
enough to reach the cell phone that was stuck beneath him in his 
backpack. His shouts for help reportedly went unheard and he was 
unable to answer the phone, which rang repeatedly as anxious fam
ily members tried to call him. After three days without food and 
water, he was able to maneuver enough to reach the phone and call 
911. Rescuers who pulled him out said he was dehydrated and 
sore, but in good condition.

Now That’s One Earth Quivering Experiment
BRITAIN - Brits got a jump on a new World record as one million 
jumping children successfully caused an earthquake. Thousands of 
schools around Britain were asked to send children outside at 11 
a.m. last Friday to jump up and down for a minute in hopes of cre
ating a measurable quake. The Giant Jump event was held to mark 
the launch of the government’s Science Year, and organizers said it 
was a success. Scientists said a million children with an average 
weight of 110 pounds jumping 20 times in a minute would release 
two billion joules of energy and trigger the equivalent of an earth
quake measuring three on the Richter scale. Children were sur
veyed before the event to make predict the outcome. Perhaps the 
most accurate prediction came from this child, who said, There 
will be lots of hospital visits from people with sprained ankles.”

With Friends Like These...
AMES, Iowa - An Iowa State graduate student allegedly tapped 
into a former friend’s e-mail account and impersonated him to turn 
down a S200,000-a-year job. 36-year-old King Chong Iris Fung 
and the victim had known each other years before when they both 
attended school in Wisconsin. Fung had been viewing the e-mails 
of her former “friend” and his wife for months, logging on from an 
ISU school computer. Fung became a suspect after the unnamed 
company called her former friend, saying they were disappointed 
that he’d turned down the job. The alleged victim can sue Fung if 
he loses the job offer. “The nature of their relationship has not been 
determined,” said Jerry Stewart, interim director of ISU’s campus 
police department.
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Yemen Community College
Nabeel Al.kumaim
Yemen Times

T
he first community college 
in the world, Juliet junior 
college, in Illinois, USA, 
was established in 1901. 
Today there are hundreds of 

community colleges worldwide includ
ing many Arab countries such as UAE, 
Jordan, and Yemen.
The idea of community colleges concen
trated on expanding higher education to 
the people, and providing a wide range 
of services to different groups of the 
community.
In July 1992, the government of Yemen 
began to explore the feasibility of estab
lishing a community college system as 
an independent institution for higher 
education.
In February 1996, the parliament passed 
the community college law (law no. 5). 
In October 1997, the Yemen community 
colleges project was initiated. Under this 
project the educational curricula were 
developed
In August 1998, Sana’a Community 
College was established by a presidential 
decree. In January 2001, Sana’a 
Community College started operation.

Yemen Times visited Sana’a Community 
College to shed more light on this educa
tional experiment. Interviews were made 
with certain members of the staff and this 
report was filed.

Dr. Moh'd Al-Maflahi
Dean of the college

Q: Why a community 
college?
A: The idea of establish

ing a community college came as result 
of problems facing higher education, 
mainly those related to employment. We 
provide a wide range of services that 
include vocational or technical training. 
We prepare our students to get jobs with
out further training in future.

Q: How many community colleges are 
there in Yemen, and do community 
colleges in Yemen form part of Sana'a 
University?
A: Currently there are two, one in 
Sana’a and another in Aden. Others are 
under establishment in Taiz, Yariem and 
Socotra island. Our goal is to have such 
colleges all over Yemen.
We are a separate institution affiliated 
with the Ministry of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research.

Q: What are the features of a commu
nity college?
A: Most universities rely on theoretical 
orientation, so students graduate without 
practical experience. Here we focus on 
practical more than theoretical orienta
tion.

We also open doors for B.A degree hold
ers to obtain practical training and to 
cope with changes in various fields.

Q: You have signed an agreement with 
the World Bank to finance erecting 
Sana’a Community College (SCC), 
however you still have this temporary 
building.
A: This is true. Recently we have rented 
a building on 20 St. with 6 stories.
Our permanent address is on Marib 
highway but the World Bank requests to 
study the place and this will take about 6 
months. But we expect to move to our 
new headquarters in 2003.

Q: What are your key problems?
A: The main problem we suffer from is 
that there is no clear law regulating the 
scales of our salaries. Our salaries are 
much lower than those defined in the 
scale of civil service, and what we actu
ally want is to have our salaries equal to 
those paid to Sana’a University staff.

Eng. Haiel Haidar
Vice dean of students 
affairs

Q: What are the goals of 
SCC?

A: The community colleges law has 
defined the goals and objects as follows: 
1. Preparing human resources required 
for development in the fields of engi
neering, technology and business man
agement
2. Assisting the community through 
extension of educational services.
3. Establishing a flexible educational 
system which is able to cope with 
advancements in technology and to meet 
the requirements of labor market.
4. Providing vocational and technical 
training for the citizens of the communi
ty to upgrade their knowledge and skills.

Q: What are the general objectives of 
SCC study programs?
A: The following objectives are common 
for all programs:
1. Providing students with competency 
in application.
2. Preparing students to communicate 
effectively within a global environment 
through extensive preparation in oral and 
written English.
3. Providing students with business and 
technology-oriented thinking skills.

Q: In the 2001 academic year SCC 
accepted only 80 students. What is the 
reason behind this low number?
A: We don’t want to open the door wide
ly, since accepting a high rate of students 
will exceed the facilities of our college. 
On the other hand we are afraid to fall in 
the same fault of Sana’a University col
leges.

Q: Where will your students be placed 
after graduation?
A: They will gain acquaintances and 
highly developed skills, so they have an 

opportunity to be placed in 
banks, business enterprises, 
government, transportation, 
insurance, newspapers, tele
vision stations, PC compa
nies, hospitals, etc.

Q: What is your market
ing and information serv
ices?
A: 1. Contact trading and 
industrial corporations.
2.. Employment service for 
graduates in the labor mar
ket.
3. Controlling of training in firms.
4. Graduates following.
5. Offering consultations for firms or 
enterprises.

Dr.Abdullsamad Hazaa 
Vice dean of Academic 
affairs

Q: What are the avail
able programs in Sana'a

Community College (SCC)?
A: SCC started operation in July 2001. 
Three study programs were inaugurated 
(to obtain a Technical Diploma). These 
are:
1. Computer & Electronics Engineering 
Technology Program (CETP)
2. Computer Software Application 
(CSAP)
3. Internet Technology.

Q: How did you develop your curricu
la?
A: Curricula was prepared by the inter
national organization CID (consortium 
for international development). This 
American organization prepares curricu
la for many universities worldwide. They 
prepared us guides for different divisions 
for the future.

Q: What are these new disciplines?
A: For instance: Automotive
Technology, Construction Management, 
Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning 
Tech., Medical Instruments Tech., 
Environmental Engineering Technology, 
Graphic Design & Digital Multimedia, 
Small Enterprise Management, Hotel 
Management and Tourism, English 
Language, and General Education. They 
will all start within the next 4 years.

Q: What are your principles for select
ing staff?
A: Well, we select them using newspaper 
announcements. We then hold a competi
tion to select the best. The selected pro
fessors are highly qualified holders of an 
M.A degree.
We have 16 full-time staff members. We 
also have 26 B.A. holders now in USA to 
obtain their M.A and then return here to 
teach.

Amany Al-Suffary
Students’ affairs

Q: Could you inform us of the eligibil

ity requirements for admission?
A: Applicants for admission in SCC 
must meet the following minimum eligi
bility requirements:
1. Holding a secondary school certificate 
(science division), or equivalent with a 
minimum of 80% of marks.
2. Passing the admission examination 
arranged by SCC.

Q: What are the requirements for the 
award of Technical diploma of SCC?
A: SCC awards a technical diploma to its 
graduates if they fulfill the following 
requirements:
1. Completing successfully all courses 
prescribed in the study program.
2. Obtaining a minimum overall grade 
point average of 2 points out of 4 points.

Moh’d Al-Ashwal
Student at SCC

Community colleges were a dream for 
young men in Yemen, and now it is a 
reality. Those colleges enable us to cope 
with all advances in technology.

Roqiah Sultan
Student

I joined SCC because it is something dif
ferent. What I like about the colleges is 
that they concentrate on practical aspects 
a lot.

Moh’d Al-Khateeb 
Student

Apparently, many of the 
students who belonged to 
the engineering college

left their colleges and joined SCC. This 
is indicator that young men prefer tech
nical education.

Moh'd Al-Sharjabi
Student

Here, we have all facilities: computers, 
teachers, educational space channels. 
We appeal to the administration to pro
vide us with a CD library however.

Moh’d Al-Raimi
Student

What I dislike about the SCC is their text 
books, which are so intensive and require 
extra hard work for good marks.
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As UEFA Matches Postponed because of the Recent Attack in the USA

Asian World Cup Qualifies Go on as Scheduled
The governing body of European soccer 
UEFA has decided to cancel all the 
European soccer competitions due to 
security concerns following terrorists' 
attack to the United States of Tuesday 
September 11th.
On the other hand, Four World Cup 
Asian football qualifiers have been 
played as scheduled this weekend after 

a moment of silence to the terror attack 
victims was given before the start of the 
games.
In the games, Oman and the UAE, both 
needing a win to revive their chances of 
qualification, tied 1-1 in a World Cup 
Asian group B match in Muscat, Oman 
on Friday.
Oman now have two points from two 

draws and two losses while UAE are on 
four points from one win, a draw and 
two defeats.
China and Uzbekistan with seven and 
six points respectively, meet on 
Saturday in Shenyang in a vital match at 
the top of the group.
The other team in the group, Qatar, also 
in contention for a place in the 2002 

World Cup finals in Japan and South 
Korea, have five points from four 
matches.
Iran was forced on the other hand to a 0- 
0 draw with Bahrain in a World Cup 
Asian zone Group A qualifying match 
on Friday, unwillingly sharing one point 
with the Gulf dark horse.

Xinhua

Australian Hewitt Wins U.S. 
Open Title Against Sampras

WASHINGTON, September 9 
(Xinhuanet) — Fourth-seeded Lleyton 
Hewitt of Australia defeated four-time 
champion Pete Sampras of the United 
States to take the men's singles title at 
the U.S. Open Sunday night.
The 20-year-old Hewitt disposed 30- 
year-old Sampras 7-6 (7-4), 6-1 and 6-1 
in a lukewarm final, taking his first 
Grand Slam title in his first appearance in 
the final of any Grand Slam tournament, 
also his 10th career title and fourth of the 
year.
On his part, Sampras who eliminated 
three former champions of Patrick 
Rafter, Andre Agassi and Marat Safin en 

route to the final, was 
denied his 14th Grand 
Slam title and increased 
his drought of titles in 
17 straight tournaments. 
While every credit went 
to Hewitt for his first- 
ever Grand Slam title, 
the US Open final of the 
year couldn't be consid
ered a high- calibre affair 
as tenth seed Sampras 
who beat Hewitt 7-6, 6- 
4, 7-6 in last year's semi
final, became only a namesake of the 
player who disposed Rafter, Agassi and

Safin in the previous three matches.
On his route, Hewitt won a five-set quar
ter-final over 19-year- old American 
Andy Roddick and scored the most lop
sided semi-final rout in US Open histo

ry on Russian seventh seed 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov.
Hewitt won 850,000 dol
lars, improved his season
best ATP victory total to 
64 and leveled his career 
mark with Sampras at 4- 4. 
He becomes only the sec
ond Aussie to win the US 
Open crown since 1973, 
following Rafter. Sampras 
had not been broken in 87 
consecutive games before 
Hewitt broke him in the 

opening game, and sealed the match in 
one hour and 54 minutes.

Venus Retains U.S. Open 
Title in All-Sister Final

WASHINGTON, 
September 8
(Xinhuanet) — Venus 
Williams defeated her 
young sister Serena by 
straight sets 6-2 and 6- 
4 to take the women's 
singles title at the U.S. 
Open tennis tourna
ment.
Fourth-seeded Venus 
who had an edge of 4-1 
over Serena in their 
career meetings apart 
from her abandoned 
semifinal in Indian

Wells this year, con
trolled the court with 
her precise volleys and 
strong ground strokes 
while Serena made 36 
unforced errors despite 
her aggressive serves.
"I love you," Venus 
told Serena after taking 
her first matchpoint in 
the first set. "I'm disap
pointed but only a little, 
because. Venus won," 
Serena said after the 
match, "I'm still young, 
I'm only 19."
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CONTROLLING THE INTERNET
By John R. Graham

T
his is about what is thought 
widely but discussed cau
tiously. When it comes to the 
Internet, there are no 
experts. There may be thou

sands of what might be called “microp- 
erts.” They have something to contribute 
but only at the moment, and within a nar
row range of Internet activity. Those who 
have caught the clearest vision of the 
Internet’s potential are calculating in their 
comments, and even somewhat restrained 
in their enthusiastic predications. They 
include Esther Tyson, Don Tapscott, Ivan 
Schwartz, John Hagel III, and Arthur 
Armstrong, among others.

The caution comes from recognizing that 
while the Internet isn’t beyond comprehen
sion, it’s beyond our reach. This can be 
particularly frustrating for those who take 
pride in understanding everything. It’s the 
fact that the Internet is new that is so chal
lenging. We ask ourselves: “How should 
we think about it? What should we do with 
it? How should it be used, particularly in 
business? We’re uncomfortable in our 
understanding because the Internet escapes 
us. For those who would like it to go away, 
it continues to intrude. It’s easy to forget 
that we’ve learned to live quite well with 
little more than a cursory comprehension 
of the universe or the atom. The Internet is 
just one more item to add to a lengthening 
list.

An indication of our frustration is the call 
for Internet safe guards to keep inappropri
ate material away from children. Ethical 
issues aside, it makes good business sense 
for major players such as Disney, Time 
Warner and other firms who see the 
Internet as an unlimited commercial enter
prise to support controls. Quickly, a host of 
techniques are being put into place to limit 
Internet access, report in fractions and gen
erally police the WWW. The objective of 
these efforts, along with government 
endorsement, is to make families feel com
fortable and to dissipate apprehension and 
fear.

But remember this: While Internet access 
providers like AOL and other scan imple
ment controls and parents can limit access, 
the Internet has ushered us into a New 
Reality, one which humankind has never 
before confronted. Although we’ve talked 
about “mass media” and “mass communi
cations” for the past half century, the 
Internet takes us to a level that’s qualita
tively different from even television in that 
it super democratizes communication. For 
the first time, communication has been 
taken out of the hands of gatekeepers (pub
lishers, telecommunications companies, 
broadcasters, and so forth), and been 
placed in the hands of the five billion 

inhabitants of the planet. We are well on 
our way to reaching this figure since it’s 
estimated that 1 billion of us will be on the 
Net by the turn of the century.

Here are just a few of the fascinating and 
far-reaching implications of the New 
Reality when thinking about the Internet:

The Internet is beyond control. Unlike 
print and electronic media, the Internet 
can’t be controlled, although access mech
anisms will be used for a small portion of 
it. In a literal sense, the Internet is out of 
control in that it’s beyond any type of lim
itation. As this dawns on more people, look 
for the concerns to increase. Because we 
believe that action is the answer, we 
assume there are solutions for every prob
lem. The frustration comes in realizing that 
the Internet is fundamentally different. It’s 
not just bigger or more complex — it’s 
closer to the universe than it is to our solar 
system. It may be that it’s more like a 
“black hole” in space than anything else. 
The Internet is beyond control.
Its limitlessness may be the Internet’s 
genius. The task is not to spend time trying 
to dominate it, but to use it effectively.

Knowledge is now universal. The sheer, 
incredible excitement the Internet engen
ders is that it makes information universal. 
What Gutenberg began, the Internet com
pletes. Rather than being seen as ominous, 
the Berlin Wall presents a strikingly ludi
crous image today. Walls of this type are 
history. There can be no barriers because 
there are no more secrets..

This dramatic change came suddenly, sym
bolized by the tearing down of the Berlin 
Wall. It was just at this time when infor
mation was generally perceived to be the 
most valued asset of individuals and busi
nesses. In the following few years, we 
were hearing about something called “the 
Internet.”

With the advent of the Internet, at least 
commercially, a fundamental change of 
epoch proportions began to take place in 
American business. Its impact remains 
under-appreciated by most of us. It can be 
expressed in one sentence: What you know 
is more important than who you know. In 
spite of what the cynics say, information is 
a tool of business success. For the first 
time in history, knowledge can no longer 
be contained. It’s not limited to libraries, 
universities or research centers. Thanks to 
the Internet, intellectual capital is univer
sal.

And so is ignorance. The Internet also 
dramatizes the prevalence of ignorance 
because anyone can say anything at any 
time, and they can do it anonymously. In 
the past, the ability to think critically has 
always been helpful; today it’s a require

ment. We can no longer rely on gate
keepers to evaluate, select and analyze 
for us. The dream of the Socratic 
method as the basis of learning is now 
a necessity. Without the ability to cri
tique ideas there is no way to separate 
fact from opinion and to identify mis
information and dis-information. “I 
saw it on a web site” may not be equal 
to “I saw it on the Wall Street Journal’s 
or the New York Times’ web site.” Yet, 
it will take enormous skill for most 
people to analyze information. The 
Internet makes clear how far behind 
we are in this regard and the potential
ly harmful consequences if we fail in 
this task.
The problem, contrary to some 
observers, is not computer literacy for 
the masses. That’s a technical issue 
and one that’s easy to solve with more 
and more user-friendly technology. 
The problem is basic literacy and the 
ability to analyze ideas.

The Internet is not the superhighway, it’s 
the only highway. While it’s unquestion
ably true that the Internet is the only high
way, this doesn’t mean that every business 
or organization should jump on the Net 
with a home page featuring glitzy graphics 
punctuated with audio and video segments. 
Tens of thousands of Internet-related com
panies are profiting from the anxiety of the 
business community. Every business does 
not need a web site today, but they will at 
some point. Thinking it through is more 
important than having a useless home 
page.

Along with the Internet highway will be 
many side streets including the media we 
know so well. The Internet is already cre
ating massive change. “Junk mail” per
sists, but broadcast fax ads and email 
spamming expands the market. Amid all 
this, the quality of direct mail is actually 
improving, becoming more creative, tar
geted and useful. The same will be true of 
the print and electronic media. This means 
new opportunities for thoughtful, effective 
communication.
If marketing communications were to be 
mapped, the Internet would be the only 
highway, but there would be tens of thou
sands of streets and side roads.

The Internet has levelled every playing 
field. Because of the Internet, every indi
vidual has the potential for becoming a 
publisher, operating a business or commu
nicating worldwide. This staggering con
cept is only beginning to penetrate our 
under-standing.
The “global village” analogy that was pop
ular two decades ago never really captured 
the imagination of more than a group of 
intellectuals, perhaps because it portrayed 
an innocence and simplicity that avoided 
the aspirations and realities of the late 20th 

century. Few could connect with what 
appeared to be a “turn-back-the-clock” 
way of life.

The “global village” was an interesting 
idea, but inaccurate. The Internet connects 
us to the New Reality by creating what can 
be called a “deplaced” world,” one in 
which where you are is no longer mean
ingful. Today, anyone can interact or do 
business with anyone, anywhere. The 
Internet gives both individuals and compa
nies unlimited opportunities to do business 
universally. The impact of a “deplaced” 
world has enormous implications. At the 
top of the list is the inevitable crumbling of 
all barriers including state licensing, quo
tas, borders, currency, individual national 
standards and so forth.

While it can never be a “global village,” a 
“deplaced” world will refuse to tolerate 
unacceptable behavior on the part of 
nations. Because a wired world is “super 
democratized,” there will be little tolerance 
for miscreants.

There’s an irony in the Internet. On the one 
hand, the technology is beyond control 
(even though some will say it’s out of con- 
trol).At the same time, it’s also the safe
guard because its existence demands open
ness. In effect, the Internet is what it does. 
For the first time, there’s no place to hide. 
Human rights reform is inevitable in 
China, not because of external pressure but 
because there are no barriers.

Today, we are faced with the unavoidable 
realization that technology is destiny. The 
Internet is not about web sites or home
pages. It’s not about AOL or even e-mail. 
It’s about discontinuity and concepts that 
are not just new but totally different. The 
old analogies and the old logic don’t apply. 
It’s a New Reality that’s upon us.

FIREWALLS: A Well-known tool to control 
what flows in local intranet networks



Combining 
a thousand 

years of history 
with all the aspects 

of modern life, Cairo 
remains at the cross

roads of the ancient trade 
routes of Africa, Europe and 

Asia. For centuries, the city has 
been the artistic and cultural heir 

to the greatest civilisations, domi
nating the Islamic world with its liber

alism, intellectual freedom and knowl
edge.

Cairo offers visitors some of the ancient 
world’s most celebrated wonders including the

Great

Pyramids, 
the Sphinx 

and Old 
Cairo’s medieval 

city walls, which 
have remained 

unchanged for hundreds 
of years. But modern 

Cairo is filled with contra
dictions by offering luxury 

modern conveniences, sunshine 
and year-round entertainment.

This dynamic city, the largest capital 
in Africa, has something for everyone ... 

from the active tourist seeking bustling 
bazaars and new exotic sights and experi

ences, to the holiday maker looking for relax
ation, history and culture in this ancient and mod
ern metropolis.
Few other countries are so dominated by their cap
ital: Cairo is Egypt. Both are known by the same 
name, Masr, and for Egyptians, to speak of one is 
to speak of the other. The ‘Mother of the World’ 
nurtures more than 16 million souls in a collision 
of east and west, old and new, African and Arabic. 
She’s overburdened with one of the world’s high
est population densities, which makes for a 
seething crucible of people, buildings and cacoph
onous traffic.

Cairo has been the heart of Egypt for more than 
1000 years and it demonstrates the dichotomy of 
all things Egyptian. Here the medieval world and 
the contemporary western world clash in a confu
sion of earthen houses and towering modern office 
buildings, of flashy cars and donkey-drawn carts. 
Egyptians from Cairo see nothing strange in this. 
They aren’t driven by the Western obsession to 
update and upgrade, possibly because they live in 
such close proximity to millennia of history. The 

result
ing per- 

v a s i v e 
sense of time

lessness is one 
of the city’s great 

charms. At the end of 
the day, it’s a city trav

elers either love or hate; 
few come away indifferent.

Finding your way about 
Cairo’s vast sprawl is not as diffi

cult as it may seem. Midan Tahrir is 
at the center. Northeast of Tahrir and 

centered on Sharia Talaat Harb is 
Downtown, a bustling commercial district. 

The city’s main train station at Midan 
Ramses marks its northernmost extent. Heading 

east, Downtown ends at Midan Ataba and the old 
but still kicking medieval heart of the city known 
as Islamic Cairo takes over.
Bordering Downtown to the west is the River Nile, 
which is obstructed by two sizeable islands. The 
more central of these, connected directly to 
Downtown by three bridges, is Gezira, home to the 
Cairo Tower and the Opera House complex. The 
west bank of the Nile is less historical and much 
more residential.
The primary districts are Mohandiseen, Agouza,
Doqqi and Giza, all of 
which are light on charm 
and heavy on concrete. 
Giza covers by far the 
largest area of the four, 
stretching some 20km 
(12.4mi) weston either 
side of the long, straight 
road that ends at the foot 
of the Pyramids.
What to do
Cairo offers an incredible 
selection of shopping, 
leisure, culture and 
nightlife. Shopping ranges 
from the famous Khan el- 
Khalili souk, (or bazaar) 
largely unchanged since 
the 14th century, to mod
ern air-conditioned cen
ters displaying the latest 
fashions. All the bounty of 
the East is here - particu
larly good buys are spices, 
perfumes, gold, silver, 
carpets, brass and copper- 
ware, leatherwork, glass, 
ceramics and mashrabiya. 
Try some of the famous 
street markets, like 
Wekala al-Balaq, for fab
rics, including Egyptian 
cotton, the Tentmakers 
Bazaar for applique-work, 

Mohammed 
Ali Street for 
musical instru
ments and, 
although you proba
bly won’t want to buy, 
the Camel Market makes 
a fascinating trip.
When you need a break from 
city life, try a round of golf on 
the famous Mena House course 
overlooking the Pyramids, watch the 
horse racing at the Gezira Club or visit 
the Zoo and the Botanical Gardens. Take a 
trip on the Nile in a felucca or ride on horse
back from the Giza Pyramids to Sakkara. For a 
day trip outside Cairo visit Haraniyya village and 
see the beautiful tapestries and weaving produced 
by local people. If you wish, you may get away 
from it all at the top of the Cairo Tower, a modern 
187 meter-high tower with views of the city from 
all sides, topped by a revolving restaurant.
Cairo comes alive at night, which is the best time 
to shop, eat delicious Middle Eastern cuisine, or 
simply watch the world go by from a pavement 
cafe. You can dine in a floating restaurant on the 
Nile, sample an apple-flavored shisha waterpipe at

a coffee-shop or 
see oriental 
dancers and 
cabarets at a lux
ury hotel. The 
splendid Opera 
House complex 
houses several 
galleries (includ
ing the Museum 
of Modern Art), 
restaurants and 
concert halls. 
Listening to 
Arabic music 
under the stars, 
in the open-air 
theater, is a mag
ical experience. 
At El-Ghuriya, 
in the heart of 
Islamic Cairo, 
you can watch 
folk musicians 
and whirling 
dervish dancers. 
And don’t forget 
the most essen
tial after-dark 
experience, the 
Sound and Light 
show at the 
Pyramids, a dra
matic fusion of 
light and music 

recount
ing the 
story of antiq
uity.
Sites to go
Most of the monu
ments in Cairo and 
elsewhere in Egypt are 
not so difficult to identify. 
But they are extremely diffi
cult to number and describe in 
less than one book. Most have one 
of several different types of markers 
and the more important have full 
descriptions. Therefore, walking through 
one of the historical areas of Cairo, one does 
not necessarily need a guide, though certainly 
it helps.
Modern Cairo (Central Cairo)
Modern Cairenes consider Central Cairo to consist 
of the area bordered by Old Cairo to the south, 
Islamic Cairo to the east and the Nile River to the 
west, but this covers a number of different dis
tricts.
Islamic Cairo
Islamic Cairo is not the oldest section of Cairo, as 
that distinction belongs to Old Cairo. Westerners 
visiting Cairo many not wish to think in terms of 
Islamic here, but rather medieval. Indeed this area 
encompasses the medieval history from beginning 
to end.
Old (and Coptic) Cairo
Old Cairo actually predates Cairo itself to old 
Babylon and the Romans. Located here are some 
of the oldest Christian Churches in the World, as 
well as one of the oldest Mosques.
The West Bank and Giza
Giza is where the Great Pyramid is located, but 
there is more to the west bank of the Nile. Several 
important districts are located here, along with

won
derful 
restau
rants and 
great shopping 
opportunities.
Heliopolis
Heliopolis is a suburb 
of Cairo located to the 
north east, though there is 
no break between the cities 
as there was when it was first 
constructed in 1906.
Sources:
World of Events 
Lonely Planet 
Cairo Tourist
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Lay’s ...So Irresistible... 
You can’t Eat just one! 
Upon the arrival of the world-wide 

best potato chips, Lay's, Mr. Saleh 
Al-Utmi, Chairman and General 

Manager of Azal Yemen Group stated to 
the Yemen Times that Lay's, produced by 
the Saudi Snack Foods Co. Ltd. in cooper
ation with the PepsiCo, Inc. USA, is made 
of 100% natural potato chips.
"I am sure that this product will gain the

confidence of the 
Yemeni consumers," 
said Mr. Walid 
Awlaqi, Sales and 
Marketing Manger 
of the Azal branches. 
Mr. Awlaqi, who has 
worked for a long 
time for one of the 
leading American 
food companies in 
the UAE added that 
the newly introduced 
product in Yemen is 
made according to 
the high quality stan
dards to satisfy all 
tastes of consumers.

Mr. Saleh Al-Utmi
Chairman & General Manager

Mr. Walid Awlaqi
Sales and Marketing Manger

HERTZ YEMEN REPLACES DHL YEMEN 
LEASING FLEET

Universal Rent a Car- Hertz International 
Franchisee in Yemen took a step ahead in 
replacing the leased old Hyundai H-100 
Buses into Suzuki Carry Vans to DHL 
Yemen which enables them the delivery 
and pick-up of the mails faster and to retain 
the corporate image of Hertz - the world’s 
No. 1 Car Rental company.

Hertz is leasing the whole fleet of DHL for 
more than five successful years and 
become the only preferred supplier of the 
DHL Yemen.

Saleem Sheikh, the General Manager of 
Hertz Yemen handed over the keys of new 
vehicles to the DHL Yemen’s new Country 
Manager Mr. Neil Griffith.
Saleem added “Hertz Yemen is constantly 
growing and striving to update the fleet as 
and then. We are focussing all our market
ing efforts to increase the leasing sector 
and at the same time keeping a track of cor-
porate and walk-ins”

A Hertz rent different groups of vehicles 
self-driven and chauffeur driven and lies 
in the streamline of Hertz Global link for 
car rentals worldwide.
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