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Massive Arrest Campaign Against Arab-Afghans
The Yemeni security authorities have launched a massive 
arrest campaign, at the request of Washington, against the 
Islamic groups in Yemen with the view of getting information 
on their relations with the Arab Afghans or any extremist 
Islamic groups.
A senior official source told the Yemen Times that the Yemeni 
authorities had detained dozens of people at the beginning of 
this week after suspecting that they might have relations with 
Osama bin Laden, accused by Washington to be the prime 
suspect of the terrorist attacks carried out in New York and 
Washington on September 11, 2001.
On the other hand, Yemen has taken precautionary security 
measures at the request of the USA, which called on it to 
cooperate in investigating the attacks by detaining dozens of 
people and closely monitoring persons coming from or going 
to Afghanistan. Continued on Page 2

Yemeni Pilot Arrested in USA
Investigation offices in 
Texas are currently 
interrogating Hamdoon 
Ali Mohsen Qalalah, a 
Yemeni pilot who stud
ies aviation there.
According to his broth
er, Mwafaq, Mohsen is
there for higher studies and that 
he got the scholarship from

President Saleh in 
recognition of his 
brave action against 
the hijacker of the 
Yemenia airplane a 
few months ago.
Mwafaq appeals to 
human rights organi-

zations to ensure an immediate 
release of his brother.

International Organizations 
Call for Release of Zaidi

In a letter to Minister of Interior Dr. Rashad, 
Al-Alimi Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF) 
protested against the detention of Hassan al- 
Zaidi, a journalist working for the Yemen 
Times. "This arrest is especially worrying 
since we don't know the reasons for the 
arrest," said Robert Menard, general secre
tary of the organization, who requested more explanation from 
the minister. Hassan al-Zaidi was arrested in Mareb by the secu
rity forces on September 8, 2001. He is being detained in the 
Political Security Office in the governorate of Mareb.
In addition, the US Committee to Protect Journalist (CPJ) sent 
another letter to president Saleh and Yemeni Ambassador to 
Washington expressing worries about recent cases of govern
ment harassment of journalists in Yemen, urging for an imme
diate release of Al-Zaidi. CPJ letter on P2

Kidnapped German Calls his Wife

“I am alright..”
After eight weeks 
of captivity, and in 
an unprecedented 
move, the kidnap
pers of German 
Commercial 
Attache Mr. 
Rainer G. Berns 
allowed him to 
call his wife in 
Sanaa. Yemen Times found out that Bems 
called his wife after midnight last 
Saturday by mobile phone telling her that 
he is relatively alright physically, but that, 
psychologically, he suffered a near death 
experience when police forces fired at him 
when the kidnappers escaped their initial 
hideout. He expressed his concern and 
anger at the police forces that surrounded 
the area as they were shooting at the kid
nappers' hideout without giving any 
thought to the fact that the hostage may be 
hurt or even killed.
The kidnappers had allowed Bems to 
write a letter to the German Embassy 
explaining that he was not in good condi
tion, especially as the new hideout is 
somewhat remote and can be reached only 
by foot, "my new hideout is very bad, no

water, dirty, lots of 
mosquitoes, etc. In one 
word: terrible." Bems 
also expressed his 
shock and disappoint
ment at the reaction of 
the security forces, as 
he said, "police forces 
attacked where I stayed 
before with guns,

bazookas, and tanks."
Mr. Bems is believed to be kept in Al- 
Mihjizah area in Mareb, which is a vast 
region where Zaidi tribe has little links to. 
It was also reported that security forces 
had closed entries to the region. However, 
according to tribal sources in the area, it is 
impossible to surround the whole area, 
which is dozens of kilometers in circum
ference.
Mediations have been halted after the 
security forced the kidnappers to flee their 
initial hideout to another unknown loca
tion.
Bems mentioned on the phone that he 
would probably be taken yet to another 
hideout, possibly out of the governorate 
altogether.

Continued on P2

No Yemenis Missing in NYC
Yemen Times has been informed that 
there are no Yemenis missing or killed in 
the New York City attack that occurred on 
September 11th. In a telephone interview 
Mr. Sa'ad Almontaser, vice president of 
the Yemeni-American Association, told 
the New York-based Yemen Network that 
there were no Yemeni casualties as a 
result of the attack in the U.S. However, 
he did admit that some Yemeni-owned 
businesses in the area were damaged as a 
result of the attack and consequent col
lapse of the World Trade Center towers. 
His statement that revealed that no

Yemeni is missing or dead as a result of 
the attack directly contradicts the recent 
estimates which put the number of miss
ing Yemenis at 200 and lately at 8.
Regarding oppression that is taking place 
against Arabs, including Yemenis, 
because of the attack, Mr. Almontaser 
asserted that Arab and Muslim communi
ties including Yemenis are well protected 
in Brooklyn and in many other places. He 
added that no major incidents had taken 
place in the area where Yemenis are con
centrated in NYC.

Continued on P2

Yemeni Killed in USA
Yemen Times has learned from reliable sources 
based in the USA that a Yemeni-American was 
killed in Detroit Michigan on Wednesday. 
According to Yemen Networks, Mr. Ali M. Al- 
Mansoob, 44, was shot dead to death by anoth
er American on Friday. The man charged in the 
death told police officers that he was angry 
about last week's terrorist attacks, Prosecutor 
Mike Duggan said Friday. Duggan said the man 
was charged with first-degree premeditated 
murder and first-degree felony murder, which 
carry automatic sentences of life in prison with
out parole.
Yemenis, like many Arabs, have suffered recent
ly from retaliations because of the wide belief in 
the USA that Muslims and Arabs are responsible 
for the attacks that took place in New York City 
and Washington DC earlier this month.
However, this is the first incident in which a 
Yemeni man was deliberately killed as a conse
quence of the growing hatred and anger against 
Arabs and Muslims.

Walid Al-Saqqaf, Editor of YT to CNN:
“Yemenis condemn the attacks, but oppose hasty retaliation”

In a comprehensive interview made by CNN, 
Editor-in-Chief of Yemen Times, Mr. Walid 
Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf gave a comprehensive 
reflection of the public and media’s opinions and 
responses regarding the late attacks against the 
USA. In the 1-hour interview, Walid stressed that 
there is common sorrow and grief among 
Yemenis for what happened in the USA of 
killing innocent people. “Yemenis are united in 
condemning those outrageous attacks. Those 
who committed this, if proven to be Muslims, are 
a disgrace to all the followers of this religion, 
which is a religion of peace,” he said.
“However, Yemenis seem to oppose hasty and 
swift retaliation against possibly innocent people 
who had nothing to do with the attack,” he 
added.
Responding to a question about whether he 
thinks the USS Cole incident and the recent 
attack are linked, he replied, “There surely is lit
tle to compare between the two. They are incom
parable in dimensions, size, and outreaching 
affects. The first happened out of the USA, and 
caused little damage compared to the second that 
occurred in the heart of NYC and was quite 
sophisticated and large in scale. It is difficult to 
imagine that those two were carried out by the 
same group.”
On the issue of Arab Afghans in Yemen, Walid

disclosed that even though there was a stage in 
Yemen’s history in which Arab Afghans partici
pated in the 1994 war, and had links to 
Afghanistan, today they resemble an extremely 
small portion of the community, and they are no 
more active.
At the end of the interview, the Editor focused on 
the importance of having the USA understand 
that it should be more sensible to other nations’ 
worries and aspirations. He also asked, “Why 
should the USA refuse to sign the Kyoto agree
ment on pollution? Why is the USA building a 
missile defense system that could reestablish an 
arms race instead of discussing with other coun
tries of how to have mutual agreements on 
defense issues? Why should the USA object to 
joining the agreements that forbid the manufac
turing of land mines? Why doesn’t the USA 
stand strong with all its might to aid the weaker 
countries and resemble an example of humble
ness and might at the same time?”
He concluded the interview by saying, “The 
USA needs to understand that with its current 
strategies it is isolating itself further. It should 
rather integrate more with the world. We 
live in one planet, and it belongs to all of 
us. Only when the USA realizes this, will 
it not only be the world’s superpower, but 
also its idol."
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Words of Wisdom
“We in Yemen suffer enormously because 
we are unable to look ahead. The ability 
to look ahead comes with training and 
education, it is not an inherent part of the 
individual. It is something that people 
can acquire.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
A TRAP?

S
everal prominent journalists and analysts have exposed 
an interesting, yet quite valid point of view regarding the 
USA's upcoming military action against Afghanistan.
Those believe that the US is heading towards an 
inevitable trap. It is a trap that the British and Russians 

had fallen into in the past. Now it seems to be the turn of the 
Americans. Among those intellectuals is Robert Fisk, a famous writer 
in the London-based Independent Daily, who said, "Retaliation is a 
trap. In a world that was supposed to have learned that the rule of 
law comes above revenge, President Bush appears to be heading 
for the very disaster that Osama bin Laden has laid down for him." 
The retaliation plan that is opposed by the Yemeni public and the 
majority of Muslims worldwide could be potentially dangerous for the 
USA. If not well calculated, with retaliation, the USA could possibly 
lose a lot in the coming war, of which Afghanistan will be a major 
part.
The Europeans seem to have some sense of understanding of the 
dangers that lie ahead and that could rise from excessive use of 
force against a Muslim nation. A prominent EU leader recently said 
to Al-Jazeerah Satellite Channel, "We are not aware of what the USA 
is planning in terms of military action. However, we are surely aware 
that we should not in any way participate in a war that could be 
understood to be against Islam. Our war is against terrorism and ter
rorists only. Many of our allies are Islamic and Arab countries." 
Hence, the Europeans realize that it is not wise to wage a war that 
could potentially be understood to be against Islam. Yes, Arabs, 
including Yemenis, agreed on fighting terrorism in all its forms. But 
they assert time after time that terrorism doesn't exist only in Arab 
and Islamic countries. There are terrorist organizations all over the 
world, some religious and some not, some waged by states (such as 
Israeli terrorism), some by groups. Why should the war only be tar
geted against Islamic or Arab countries? There are groups in 
Columbia, groups in Asia, and groups within the USA as well. Arabs 
are concerned that the words of US President Bush regarding the 
'Crusade War' have touched the issue of religion more than anything 
else!
Hence, the retaliation could indeed be a trap for President Bush 
because of three negative consequences that could emerge from 
this war. One is the possible defeat in the war, i.e., if the USA fails to 
bring Osama bin Laden to justice, which if even considered alone 
could be a nightmare for the USA and its intelligent offices. The sec
ond is the possible negative reactions of Arab and Islamic countries 
to the war because of pressure exerted by the public, which could 
understand that this war is only a war against Islam. This could force 
some leaders to divert from their supporting tone to the USA and 
possibly come against it. The third, and which is also a severe con
sequence, is the possible killing of innocent civilians leading to mass 
immigrations that could become a humanitarian disaster. The third 
consequence will have great influence on the third world countries, 
which will feel that the USA is using its might to destroy and punish 
the civilians of the weakest countries of the world. This image of the 
USA could reflect itself unintentionally in an evil manner. Not only 
could the USA be the enemy of the developing world, but equally, 
Osama bin Laden could rise to be the hero of the third world.
Even though the ultimate decision to go on with using excessive 
force is the USA's decision, yet it is always helpful to realize the pos
sible consequence of any actions taken before it is too late. In other 
words, it is clever to study the circumstances carefully and under
stand whether tushing into a trap that it is unaware of.

Japan Supports Educational and Cultural Activities
The Government of Japan has decided to 
extend a grant aid amounting up to USD 32,376 
to al-Afif Cultural Foundation to procure 
equipment required for the production of edu
cational materials, under the program called the 
"Grant Assistant for Grass roots Projects". This 
grant is to cover the costs of the purchase of 
equipment which would contribute to the

efforts of al-Afif Cultural Foundation that aims 
to promote educational and cultural activities in 
Yemen.
An agreement to this effect was signed on 
September 18, 2001 by the chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of al-Afif Foundation, Mr. 
Ahmad Jaber Afif, and the Ambassador of 
Japan to Yemen, Mr. Masamitsu Oki.

Watani Bank Organizes Terry Fox Run
Mr. Arshad Zaidi, Branch Manager of Aden 
Watani Bank, and a group of Yemeni doctors, 
businessmen and women are planning to make 
the Terry Fox Run an annual event in Yemen to 
raise money for cancer patients. .
The first Terry Fox Run was organized in 1981, 
a year after Terry Fox died of cancer. Terry was 
born in Canada in 1959.
He was an active teenager involved in many 
sports. He was only 18 years old when he was 
diagnosed with bone cancer and forced to have

his right leg amputated six inches above the 
knee in 1977. Three years later, he inspired the 
nation by attempting to run across Canada on 
an artificial leg. He called his quest the 
Marathon of Hope.
Its mission was to raise money and awareness 
for cancer research in Canada. Unfortunately, 
cancer reappeared in his lungs, killing him 
after he had run 5,373 kilometers in 143 days. 
The First Terry Fox Run in Yemen is scheduled 
for October 29th, 2001 in Aden.

Dallaq Appeals to the President
Khaled Muhssen Dallaq is properly carrying 
out the longest sit-in ever witnessed in Yemen 
at the premises of the Yemeni Journalist 
Syndicate (YJS), for the 60th consecutive day. 
This came in protest of the verdict issued 
against him by a court that has nothing to do 
with his case.
The recourse of Dallaq to the YJS and the inter
national human rights organizations came after 
receiving several death threats, confiscating his 
properties and stopping him from work.
Mr. Dallaq said that he had appealed to the 
President of the Republic in a letter written 
with his own blood, to personally intervene in

his case.
Dallaq has previously appealed to the political 
leadership in Yemen, headed by the President 
of the Republic, as well as the Minister of 
Justice and the Prosecutor-General, to order the 
Judiciary Inspection Board to collect the file 
case from the Public Property Court and review 
the legal proceeding of the case.
On the same note, more than 500 journalist, 
writers and lawyers have expressed their 
unlimited solidarity with Dallaq, and in a letter 
sent to the President they asked him to prompt
ly intervene to settle his case.

Russian Archaeologist Arrives in Sana’a
Professor Alexander V. Sedov of Russia, Head 
of the Department of Ancient East Studies, 
arrived in Sana’a last week at the invitation of 
the General Authority for Antiquities & 
Cultural Heritage. Sedov has a Ph. D. in archae
ology and is the head of an archaeological 
expedition consisting of four archaeologists for 
conducting excavations works, which will last 
for one month in the Bir Ali area in Shabwa. .

Professor Sedov had previously worked in dif
ferent sites in Hadramaut, Socotra and other 
different areas in Yemen. Professor Sedov has 
written many books on the history of Yemen 
and its archaeological sites. Sedov is a well- 
known Russian archeologist and has gathered 
many documents pertaining to ancient Yemen 
history. He promised to give the Yemen Times 
an exclusive briefing of his visit to the site.

Iranian Official Holds Press Conference
Mr. Hadi
Khameni, head of 
the Yemeni-
Iranian Friendship 
Association, held 
a press conference 
on September 19, 
2001, at the prem
ises of the 
Embassy of the 
Republic of Iran in 
Sana’a. A number 

of journalists and correspondents of foreign 
news agencies in Sana’a attended the press 
conference. During the press conference, Mr. 
Had Khameni discussed different issues related 
to Yemeni-Iranian relations and cooperation. 
Replying to a question of a Yemen Times rep-

resentative on the obstacles obstructing the 
accomplishment of the different bilateral 
agreements between the two fraternal nations, 
Khameni said that one of the missions of this 
delegation is to follow up with the Yemeni side 
and urge it to promptly remove the obstacles 
hindering the implementation of the different 
bilateral agreements and protocols.
“The Iranian side is keen to put into practice all 
the agreements and we are waiting for the 
cooperation of the Yemeni side,” Khameni 
added. Mr. Hadi Khameni concluded the press 
conference, saying that Yemen and Iran are two 
Islamic nations that have much potential for 
cooperation, particularly in the fields of manu
facturing, technology and investment and in 
the different areas of science, culture and 
development.

Continued from Page 1
Massive Arrest Campaign against Arab-Afghans 
An officer of the Yemeni police confirmed that the 
Yemeni authorities have started, since the beginning 
of last week, enforcing strict measures at Yemeni air
ports, sea and land outlets, adding that firm instruc
tions have been given to them to arrest any person 
suspected.
The same source, who requested anonymity, further 
added that these measures came within a campaign to 
enhance the state of security in the country by fight
ing terrorism within the context of the policies Yemen 
has been adopting for combating terrorism, indicat
ing that the Yemeni authorities carried out a cam
paign against the so-called Arab-Afghans. Within the 
same context the source said that Yemen has deport
ed more than 14,000 people who illegally entered the 
country. “The campaign included the deportation of

thousands of Arabs from Egypt, Algeria, Sudan, 
Libya, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan,’’ the source said. 
Similarly, the Yemeni militants who fought in 
Afghanistan were reintegrated and everyone suspect
ed of taking part in any bombing incidents were 
tracked down. The source particularly mentioned the 
so-called Islamic Aden-Abyan Army, headed by 
Abubakar al-Mihthar, which held captive a group of 
16 tourists on December, 1998, leading to the murder 
of 4 tourists and the arrest of the group’s members 
after the intervention of the security forces. Al- 
Mihthar was executed on October, 2000 following 
his trial in Sana’a.
It is obvious that the Yemeni authorities are not con
cerned about carrying out of any military attack 
against it by the US within the latter’s campaign 
against terrorism.
Abu Bakar al-Qirbi, Yemen Foreign Minister, in a 
press conference ruled out the possibility of carrying

out any attack against Yemen. Al-Qirbi 
noted that Yemen is far from any accusa
tions or suspicions, adding that the 
Americans are surprised with the news 
reporting such attacks. In the meanwhile, 
eight Yemeni opposition parties 
expressed their deep regret about the 
attacks carried out against the US, and at 
the same time, condemned any global 
alliance that does not rely on a clear def
inition of terrorism. The Yemeni 
Socialist Part and the Islah Party called 
for differentiating between the terrorism 
of individuals, groups and states, and the 
struggle of nations against oppression 
and occupation. The Yemeni opposition 
parties called on the US to adhere to 
international laws, respect human rights, 
and not to adopt a double standard in 
tackling international issues, adding that 
the standing of the US can not be 
achieved by depending merely on arms.

Kidnapped German Calls his Wife:
“I AM ALRIGHT.”

The German embassy has continued to

stress that it trusts in the ability of the Yemeni gov
ernment to secure the safe release of Bems without 
using force. "We are confident and optimistic that 
Bems will be released and return to his family safe 
and sound in the coming days," a diplomat at the 
embassy told Yemen Times.
The kidnappers continue to hold Bems with the hope 
that a ransom amount of about USD 100,000 would 
be paid and amnesty be granted. However, the 
Yemeni authorities insist on not paying the ransom 
under any conditions, putting the kidnappers in a 
more difficult situation.
Mohammed Ali Al-Zaidi, Ahmed Ali Al-Zaidi and 
their associates kidnapped Mr. Rainer Bems when he 
was returning from the Sanaa Airport to his home on 
the 60-meter street on July 27.
Both kidnappers belong to Islamic Jihad movement 
and have been considered outlaws and have been 
abandoned by their tribe and relatives.

No Yemenis Missing in NYC
On the same subject, in a telephone conversation, Mr. 
Mosa Al-Sharaabi, head of the Yemeni Jewish 
Community in the USA denied any casualties among 
the Yemeni community in New York. He said that all 
Muslim and Jewish Yemeni are still there, except a 
few who are believed to be spending their holidays 
somewhere else. He added that there were no official 
reports about any Yemeni victims and that Yemenis 
were working only in the evenings in the collapsed 
WTC.
At the end of the conversation, he expressed sorrow 
for the damage to man and property in both 
Washington and York.
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Aden Celebrates 26th Anniversary;
Winners of Scientific Research Announced

Aden University celebrated the 26th 
anniversary of its foundation in a 
speech party at the Conferences Hall at 
Aden University last Monday, 
September, 10.
The speech was attended by the 
Minister of Education, Yahia Al- 
Shuabi, the Governor of Aden, Taha 
Ahmad Ghanem, the Rector of Aden 
University, Dr. Saleh Ali Basora, the 
Deputy Governor of Aden, Waheed Ali 
Rasheed and a number of the teaching 
staff and students at the university.

During the party winners were honored 
with the goal of encouraging scientific 
research.
The Minister of Education delivered a 
speech in which he paid attribute to this 
great edifice and honored those distin
guished in this field. The Minister 
spoke highly of the efforts exerted in 
providing available information to the 
researcher, reviving a scientific renais
sance, encouraging healthy competi
tion in the field of science and research 
and achieving economic interest.

More than 1,000 emails since the attack against the USA

Yemen Times Email Overwhelmed
The Yemen Times has received well 
over 1,000 emails since the attack 
against the USA on September 11th. 
The emails were from hundreds of 
readers, American, Yemeni, as well as 
other nationalities.
More than 95% of the letters focused 
on the attack and wanted to bring their 
letters to the Yemeni public and gov
ernment.
Interestingly, many of the letters

expressed sorrow to the attacks against 
Muslims and Arabs in the USA and 
defended Islam calling it a religion of 
peace.
It is expected that this flow of emails 
and letters will continue throughout the 
coming weeks. Yemen Times will try 
to publish as many of those articles as 
it can. However, it apologizes to its 
readers that could not see their articles 
due to lack of space and time.

Galileo Yemen:
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Chairman of the Al-Jazera and Al-khaleej Center for Studies, Mr. Ahmad Mohammed Abdulghani, to the YT:

“The center is opening new horizons for 
dialogue and enhancing the mutual trust
among the countries of the Region”

A
l-Jazera and Al- 
Khaleej Center of 
Studies is a private 
and scientific non
profit institution. The 

center is the first Yemeni specialized 
center concerned with the issues in 
the region as the Gulf countries and 
Arabia. Its main aim is to direct 
efforts for the sake of the Yemeni 
issues and the issues in the Gulf and 
Arabia. It also concentrates on the 
specialized affairs related to the cen
ter. Jalal Al-Sharaabi, Managing 
Editor of the Yemen Times, met with 
Mr. Ahmad Mohammed 
Abdulghani, chairman of the center 
and filed the following interview:

Q:What does the center represent?
A: This can be discussed from different 
stanpoints: The first one is that the cen
ter is the first Yemeni specialized cen
ter concerning with the issues in the 
region as the Gulf and Arabia. The sec
ond one is that it coincides with the 
international, regional, and local 
changes. These changes have to be 
carefully studied and analyzed. This 
entails inducting its indications, reflec
tions and its consequences on the 
whole situations. The third one is that 
the Yemeni-Gulf relations have entered 
a new phase, particularly after the sign
ing the Yemeni-Saudi border treaty in 
June last year, 2000, and the break
through in the Kuwaiti-Yemeni rela
tions.

Q: What are the main objectives of 
the center?
A: The main objectives of the center 
can be summed up as follows: 
Reviewing the political, social, eco
nomical, and cultural conditions in the 
RY.
Discussing the political and cultural 
issues between Yemen and other coun-

tries in the 
region as the 
Gulf countries 
and Arabia. 
This will open 
new horizons 
for dialogue 
and enhancing 
the mutual 
trust among the 
countries.
Deepening the 
relations 
among the 
countries of the 
Gulf, Arabia 
and the inter
national and 
regional blocs, 
in addition to 
reviewing the 
progress and 
its conse
quences on the 
political, eco
nomical, and 
strategic arena 
in the region.

Discussing the general freedoms, 
human rights and press freedom.
Taking great interest in woman’s issues 
and environment and health issues.
Contributing to consolidate the means 
of keeping in touch with other human 
cultures.

Q: How do you evaluate the Yemeni- 
Gulf relations?
A: The Arabia and the Gulf is a geo
graphical and regional unity. Thus, the 
relationship between Yemen and the 
other countries in the region is not only 
a friendly relationship, but also neigh
boring relationships. Neighborhood is 
a necessary thing. Consequently, the 
neighbors whatever they are, should 
look for the possible ways in order to 
strengthen and enhance the mutual co
operations. If we think a little better of 
the Yemeni-Gulf relations in the past, 
despite of the obstacles that it has 
encountered, we see that the relations 
have been on the right track. The rela
tions between Yemen and the Gulf 
countries have been strongly estab
lished. If we look back to the history, 
we see that the friction crises, which 
occasionally occurred, can be ascribed 
only to external factors rather than 
internal. Undoubtedly, all of us realize 
the horrible consequences particularly 
left behind the war. Without exception, 
all the countries of the region 
encounter a lot of internal and external 
problems and challenges. This entails 
the uniting of efforts for the sake of

cooperation and making use of the dif
ferent potentials owned by the coun
tries in the region. Yemen by itself has 
the human resources for the Gulf and 
the Arabia. Yemen has ranked first in 
the international trade in the past dur
ing the discovery of the Cape of Hope. 
With the increase of the strategic loca
tion of the region as a result of the huge 
opulence, Yemen could contribute to 
its neighboring countries to encounter 
any crises because of its strategic loca
tion on the Arab Sea, the Indian Ocean 
and the Red Sea. It is the passageway 
for the Arabia towards the Horn of 
Africa.

Q: What about Yemen’s joining to 
the GCC?
A: I think the general atmosphere is 
that Yemen has tried to become a mem
ber of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) according to the aforemen
tioned reasons. The prevailing atmos
phere is that the there are some fears, 
which still found in the past and the era 
of post-cold war during the collapse of 
the Socialism. In fact, the matter of 
joining Yemen to the GCC is from only 
one side, Yemen is importune in this 
aspect. If the gulf countries think thor
oughly over the future of Yemen join
ing the GCC, they will realize that 
matter is more important than Yemenis 
think. I think if Yemen joins the GCC, 
it will be easier for the council to acti
vate the role of the council in accor
dance with the local, regional, and 
international changes. It seems for the 
intellectuals in the gulf to deal clearly 
with Yemen’s joining to the GCC.

Q: Finally, what does the center

intend to do in the nearest future?
A: We are about to hold a symposium 
concerning on the Yemen-American 
relationship in cooperation with the 
weekly Yementimes Newspaper. Of 
course, there are arrangements to hold 
several symposiums revolving around 
the bilateral Yemeni-Gulf relations. 
Actually, the efforts, which are exerted 
by the center, concentrate on the estab
lishment of integral bases of informa
tion as a foundation of research work.

Q: In this respect, why do you con
centrate specifically on the Yemeni- 
American relationship?
A: Of curse, the Yemeni-US relation
ship represents the cornerstone in 
Yemen’s foreign policy particularly in 
this critical and sensitive period after
math the USS Cole bombing accident. 
This symposium coincides with the 
President visit to USA. Of course, the 
Yemeni-US relations has a great 
impact on the Yemeni-Gulf relations.JOB OPPORTUNITY

Yemen Commercial Bank
is inviting suitable candidates to occupy the 
vacancy of:

PC Support Coordinator / 
Programmer

Candidates who are interested in applying 
for the mentioned posts must meet the 
following requirements:

- Yemeni National
- University graduate, holding B. SC. 

Degree in computer engineering.
- Must have experience in PC trouble

shootings and maintenance.
- Must have experience in UNIX system
- Fluent in both English and Arabic.
- Experience in banking programs is and 

advantage.

Applications together with CVs and copies 
of relevant academic and work certificates 
should be submitted, within 14 days from the 
date of this announcement, to:

Attention Personnel Manager, 
P. O. Box 19845, Sana’a 
Or by fax: No. 277344 or 284656

Note: Candidates should clearly state their 
contact addresses in their CVs. And only 
those are exactly hold the required 
qualifications will be contacted for 
interviews.

TAJ SHEBA comes closer !
* 272372 * One number everyone is dialling to enjoy 

delicious gourmet meals in the company of loved 
ones & comfort of your home.

Arabic,Chinese,Continental,Indian,Italian, 
Mediterranean, etc...

Yes we have started Free home delivery of food 
anywhere in Sana'a
( for orders over 11000 Riyals ).
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Have the Yemeni Revolution 
Achieved its Goals?

T
he 26th September 
Revolution is a contro
versial issue, but all 
agree that the six goals 
of the revolution which 

were declared after the revolution 
have remained mere slogans and 
that none of them have come true 
even after the 39 years since its 
institution. Furthermore, the real
ization of these goals now is still

even more difficult due to the vari
ables and developments shaping 
our country.
Mohammed bin Sallam of Yemen 
Times has met with different per
sonalities and asked them about 
their opinion on the reasons 
obstructing the accomplishment of 
these goals and to evaluate the 
elapsed period following the revolu
tion.

Dr. Abdulaziz al-Maqaleh 
Chairman of the Studies and 
Research Center

In my opinion all the revolution’s goals 
have been met, particularly the first 
goal as an example, since Yemen is 
now free from the tyrannical Imamate 
rule and similarly the colonialists had 
been driven from the country a long 
time ago. Thus, if some disparities and 
privileges have remained as they used 
to be in the pre-revolution period, they 
are the legacy of the age of ignorance 
that prevailed at that period as well as 
the result of divisions and disagree
ments that have taken place at the 
republican line since the first month of 
the revolution. As far as the second 
goal is concerned, which was the 
building of a strong national army, it 
has also been accomplished, since 
Yemen has never had a strong army as 
such. Regarding the fifth goal which 
has to do with the territorial integrity 
of the country, it has been achieved as 
well. Undoubtedly, the sixth goal relat
ed to respecting the UN charters and 
the other UN agencies, clinging to the 
principle of neutrality, the adoption of 
the policy of non-alignment, support
ing world peace, and promoting the 
peaceful coexistence among nations, 
has also been accomplished. In my 
opinion the goals of revolution are out
lines for ongoing progress and they can 
not be realized overnight. It is also the 
duty of the people and those in power 
to work toward accomplishing these 
goals as they can not realize them
selves. It is regrettable that some peo
ple directly and indirectly insult the 
revolution on the pretext that it has not 
achieved what they dreamed of. This 
presumption makes one thinks that the 
revolution was not the acts of humans 
but rather the act of supernatural crea
tures and this is a fault in the part of 
those who hold this opinion. 
Revolution is the manpower which 
strives for change and what is rumored 
about the similarities between the 
goals of the Yemeni revolution and the 
Egyptian revolution, is not correct

since the latter has eight goals, 
Similarly, the Yemeni revolution’s 
goals were reduced to six prior to the 
revolution, not because they are simi
lar to the Egyptian ones but for certain 
conditions necessitating those modifi
cations. Likewise, it does not matter if 
the Yemeni revolution’s goals are sim
ilar to the Egyptian’s ones, bearing in 
mind that it is not a problem if the 
number of the goals of the Yemen’s 
revolution are equal in number to the 
Egyptian ones since they are funda
mentally different. Again the similarity 
between the goals of the Yemeni revo
lution and the Egyptian revolution, is 
not at all a dishonor to the Yemeni rev
olution since the goal of the Arab rev
olution are the same and the demands 
of the Arab nation are the same.
The reasons obstructing the accom
plishment of the revolution’s goals are 
due to certain shortcomings that pre
vailed a short while after the revolu
tion. Moreover, Yemenis lacked the 
feeling of harmony and some of them 
had fallen in the trap set by the anti
revolution forces. On the other hand, 
many of the political leaderships that 
assumed power after the revolution 
had had serious shortcomings. 
However, from an optimistic perspec
tive, what has been achieved so far in 
terms of development and democrati
zation is mostly good. Thus, we reiter
ate that the revolution has succeeded 
and that the blood of the martyrs has 
not been in vain. The aim to go for the 
better is a good thing and this is just an 
evidence that people are vigorous and 
ambitious at the same time.

Mr. Mohammed Abdulah al-Fusael 
Former MP.

In my opinion the 26th September rev
olution has achieved all its goals 
regarding its form. Furthermore, these 
goals have been converted from the 
stage of revolutionary legitimacy to 
constitutional legitimacy since we 
have a republican constitution which 
ensures the freedom of individuals and 
society, political pluralism, peaceful 
transfer of power, free democratic 
elections, and freedom of press and 
human rights. Likewise, we have a 
great deal of laws for regulating the 
application of the constitution and the 
relations between individuals and soci
ety and the society and government. 
We have community cooperatives, 
federations, elected legislative author
ities, independent judicial system, 
elected president, renunciation of the 
country has been achieved, our rela
tions with the regional and internation
al organizations is mostly good, 
including our commitment to protect 
human rights and preserve the envi 
ronment. All these have been 
achieved, so where is the problem? 
Simply, the problem lies within our 
inability to restructure the goals of the 
revolution and in the same time in our 
inability to translate into practice their 
contents. Unfortunately, we have 
failed so far to achieve that, both the 
rulers and the ruled, the authorities and 
the opposition, the government and the 
people. Another reason for this is the 
existence of a ‘puppet’ opposition 
which struggles at Qat sessions and 
leaves the public behind. In my opin
ion it is the fault of the ‘puppet’ oppo
sition, since the authorities have 
achieved their duties. And in my opin
ion, it is in favor of the latter the exis
tence of structure and the lack of con
tents.

Brigadier General / Hamood Baidar 
Chairman of the Yemeni
Organization for War Veterans.

First of all, I want to mention here that 
the 26th September Revolution was a 
great revolution. The greatness of the 
revolution coincides with the Arab rev
olutionary movement at that same 
time, particularly in the aftermath of 
the secession setback between Syria 
and Egypt. The Arabs hoped to achieve 
a comprehensive Arab unity at that 
time through Iraq’s returning to the 
Arab Unity after the 14 Ramadan 
Revolution. With its six goals, the 
Yemeni revolution was shifted to a

seismic movement in which the 
Imam’s rule was completely over
thrown. The republic system was 
replaced by dictatorship ruled by Al 
Hameed Al-Deen for thousands of 
years. The liberals could only do their 
best for the sake of the welfare and 
prosperity of the Yemeni people. 
Concerning the six goals of the Yemeni 
revolution, the majority of its goals 
have been achieved and what has 
remained is that the economic crises 
have become the main concern of all 
people. We are sure that the economi
cal deteriorated situations will be 
improved. In such difficult situations,

Yemen could exceed many trials and 
tribulations particularly after the 
Unification.

Al-Mikhlafi, Member of the Political 
Office of the YSP

The prevailing opinion is that the six 
goals of the revolution have not yet 
been achieved. However, some of its 
parts have been achieved, specifically 
the establishment of the republic sys
tem and some of the social and politi
cal developments such as education, 
health, and the political plurality dur
ing the post-unification period. 
Perhaps, the government’s inability to 
achieve the goals of the revolution can 
be ascribed to the dominance of tribal
ism in administrating the state and its 
incapacity to cope with the require
ments of the modern technology. The 
dominance of tribalism in administrat-

ing the state has culminated in the 
long-term tribal conflicts, instability, 
and the incapability of the authorities 
to perform its tasks properly. The 
achievement of the Yemeni unification 
and its adherence to the democratic 
development signify that Yemen has 
achieved dramatic shifts in all aspects 
of life, but this was interrupted by the 
civil war in 1994. In this respect, the 
victorious side has had to perform the 
national reconciliation and providing 
the suitable atmosphere for the politi
cal forces and parties to be involved in 
the developmental processes, particu
larly the modernizing forces in the 
Socialist Party, which has the leading 
role in achieving the unity in May 22, 
1990.
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Yemen Evaluates Agricultural Exports
Mahyoub Al-Kamali

T
he president of the repub
lic has urged the Farmers 
Union in Yemen to coor
dinate its activities with 
the aim of increasing of 

its harvest and exporting the surplus 
abroad. The president delivered a 
speech at the Third Conference for the 
Agricultural Union urging Arab coun
tries to open their markets to Yemeni 
export products, within the framework 
of enhancing economic and commer
cial cooperation among the countries 
of the Arab League. The conference 
has brought attention to the necessity 
of building dams and water catch
ments, putting an end to the random 
and excessive use of insecticide on 
fruits and vegetables, and scoping out 
foreign markets. The official statistics 
indicate that Yemen has exported 
around 540 tons of fruits and vegeta
bles to neighboring countries. 
Consequently, the Ministry of 
Agriculture has implemented the first 
phase of the agricultural census. The 
census will provide agricultural data to

be used for later agricultural purposes, 
as well as to learn the reasons behind 
the decline of agricultural harvests.
Yemen seeks to make use of the har
vest, which needs little water and 
improves farmers’ conditions. 
Statistics indicate that the Yemen has 
accomplished self-sufficiency in 
growing vegetables and fruits. The 
annual exports’ values total 100 mil
lion USD.
The national symposium related to the 
phenomenon of importing from non
origin countries has recommended 
activating the activities of the 
Consumer Protection Society, and 
adopting new measures to assess the 
importing processes and controlling 
the confiscated products in accordance 
with quality laws. The symposium has 
come out of several rules to put an end 
to imported products from non-origin 
countries. The reports indicate that 
several foodstuffs have entered our 
markets illegally after the date of expi
ration.
The Chairman of Arab Union of the 
Consumer Protection, Dr. Ibraheem 
Obaidat, attended the symposium. He

calls for crystallizing a heavy scientif
ic system to tackle the problems of 
consumers within the era of globaliza
tion and the market economy. Trade 
resources have said that products and 
commodities have been annually 
imported by Yemen from adjacent 
countries. The value of imports has 
reached one billion USD. Yemeni mar
kets lack the necessary potentials and 
policies to organize the importing 
marketing processes. The government, 
therefore, has adopted the free market 
program within the economic reform 
program. However, it still does not 
enact laws to protect the market from 
the random import, including counter
feited and expired goods and products. 
In order to join the WTO, Yemen has 
to finish the trade legislation to put an 
end to the negativities of the importa
tion of expired products.

The market processes in Yemen still 
face many problems such as improper 
storage of products. What adds fuel to 
the fire is that the retailers themselves 
sell their products unscrupulously and 
disingenuously to the common man.

Removal of Disparities Among Classes & Individuals

T
 he average of the aged 
people in Yemen has been 
estimated to reach 60 
years, which means that 
the average has changed 

to 15 percent since the eruption of the 
26th September Revolution in the 
north in 1962. After 39 years, since the 
beginning of the Revolution, the 
monarchy of the Imam was complete
ly vanquished by the liberals, and the 
British colony in the south was com
pletely defeated. The demographic sta
tistics have stated that there is a rela
tive improvement in the Yemeni social 
life during the republic system. 
Statistics have noted that, unexpected
ly, things have changed in all aspects 
of life, whether social, economic, 
political or cultural. The numbers of 
young married girls has decreased to 
14 years in villages and 16 years in 
cities, whereas the young married boys 
have reached to 16 years in villages 
and 18 years in cities. Studies indicate 
that the population size in Yemen has 
increased 68 percent. However, the 
percentage of the aged has reached 
less than 42 percent, whereas the youth 
have reached more than 50 percent. 
This certainly will constitute a heavy 
burden on the Yemeni economy. This 
will entail providing job opportunities. 
The existing problems related to the

labor division among youth have been 
marginalized. The youth find them
selves without opportunities, due to 
aged people occupying available 
posts, despite the government’s orien
tation towards administrative and 
financial reforms.
The concern in the affairs of Yemeni 
society is that the there is increasing 
conflict among the younger generation 
and the older generation, due to the 
high augmentation of the aged of both 
males and females.
Comparative field surveys of the cur
rent situation and the situation 39 
years ago indicate that the republican 
system in Yemen proved to be more 
effective in assisting women to partic
ipate in economic development. The 
social survey indicates that the power
lessness of the role of the media and 
non-attendance of girls in villages to 
schools helped the woman participate 
in the production processes.
After a span of time, particularly after 
the 26th September revolution in 
1962, came a liberation of man from 
slavery and oppression, as well as the 
removal of disparities and privileges, 
not only among individuals, but also 
among the classes.
After 39 years of the 26th September 
revolution, Yemenis wonder about the 
kind of equality they have and about

the prevailing privileges among the 
individuals and classes. Some say that 
social justice has not yet been 
achieved and that the disparities 
between the rich and poor have 
increased during the last six years. 
Consequently, the government has 
adopted economic reforms using more 
than one method, such as the high 
increase of prices and the high 
increase of both male and female 
employees. The people of this poor 
country feel resentful about the deteri
orating situation in the country. 
Despite the government’s establish
ment of huge educational institutions, 
roads, health centers, and hospitals and 
the government’s orientation towards 
economic reforms, the majority of the 
Yemeni people still live under the 
poverty line.
After the unification of Yemen in 
1990, the population of Yemen 
reached 17 million. But the economic 
crises have provocatively intensified. 
Some people mock the deteriorat
ing situations, particularly in the south. 
As a political aim justice and equality 
has not yet been achieved. In summa
ry. the Yemeni revolution has achieved 
a lot in creating an infrastructure and 
building a strong army, while dispari
ties among people have greatly 
increased.

National Symposium on the Importation of Non-Origin 
Products & Dumping Policy in Yemeni Markets

Yaser Mohammad Ahmad 
Yemen Times

L
ast Wednesday, Sep, 17, 
the national Symposium 
of the Dumping 
Phenomenon and the 
importing of the non-ori

gin products to the Yemeni markets 
and the negative consequences on the 
local and national economy. The 
Symposium was attended by the Vice 
President, Abduh Rabuh Mansur, , the 
Chairman of the Arab Union for 
Consumer, Mohammed Obaidat, the 
Expert of the International 
Organization, Al-Habeeb, the 
Secretary General of the Consuming

Protective Society in Jordan, Abulfatah 
Alkailani. A round 25 working papers 
from Jordan, Egypt, Tunisia were pre
sented. The working papers were care
fully discussed by the participants, 
dealing with the dumping policy in 
which many products entered illegally 
to our country. The Symposium has 
come out of the following recommen
dations:
Enacting a draft law to protect the con
sumer and getting rid of smuggling 
products considering it as a crime 
within societies and the national econ
omy.
Quality control and the necessity to 
discuss the main issues together with 
the national committees, delegating

with WTO in order to strike balance 
related to rights and duties.
From informative and enlightening 
standpoint, the participants stressed on 
urging the Ministry of the Information 
to prevent the advertisements which is 
in consistent with standards and quali
ty law and the quality control should be 
taken into consideration.
The concerned bodies have to perform 
its role effectively in order to show the 
people of the dangers of the insecti
cide.
Boycotting the Israeli products, 
American products and the companies, 
which deals with the Israeli products 
whatever they are?

Economy In Brief
Upgrading Dock in Hodiedah 

Huge investment horizons in the Red 
Sea have been revealed by the geolog
ical and geophysical studies in the 
field of the gas and oil. Preparation in 
the project is underway. It was imple
mented by the Iranian Nasr bin Aiad 
Company at the cost of one billion 
USD. The project aims at increasing 
the storage power to 100 percent for 
diesel, 50 percent for gasoline and 
widening the deck for receiving the 
huge ships in addition to some of 
essential utilities.

Holland Grants Yemen 12 million 
USD

Yemen has got a grant-in-aid from the 
Dutch government totaled 12 million 
USD to finance a number of develop
mental projects in some of the gover
norates of the republic in all develop

mental sectors such as, agriculture, 
water, education, and health. The 
Dutch grant-in-aid has come within 
the framework support of the Dutch 
government to some of the important 
live sectors in Yemen such as, poverty 
alleviation according to the adminis
trative, financial, and economical 
reform program. The two Ministries 
the Ministry of the Development and 
Planning and the General Works 
Project has assigned an agreement in 
which 8 million and 800 thousand 
USD was allocated by the Ministry to 
some important projects such as edu
cation, agriculture, water, and health.

Net Budget Increases
Statistics has indicated that the actual 
net surplus of the budget has reached 
to 97,461,486.000. This indicates that 
the deficiency is on the upgrade. The 
independent and appendix budgets 
have achieved an actual surplus 
totaled 81,821,58000.

The final report of statistics of the 
budget last year have indicated that the 
actual surplus totaled 6,773,160,00 
YR.

Five Year Plan discussed
The parliament and the Consultative 
Council have discussed the second 
five-year plan (2002 - 2001). A 
notable concern is paid to increase the 
social expenditures, which exceeds 
education from 13,2 percent to 198,9 
billion per year. The plan has seeking 
to increase the foreign investment to 
finance the investment projects and 
making use of the expected surplus in 
the current account. The plan is 
expecting to put an end to the rapid 
growing of the foreign debts and set
tling the current liabilities by way of 
reducing debts from 4943 million 
USD in 2000 to reach 3854 million 
USD in 2005 and its reduction as a 
percentage added to the overall from 
57,9 percent to 44 percent.

P&O Nedlloyd
WORLDWIDE 

SHIPPING SERVICES 
TO & FROM YEMEN

P&O Nedlloyd, one of the world’s leading door to door 
containerized transport specialists, provides quality, 
reliability and fast transport services:

P&O Nedlloyd provides weekly services from Europe, 
Mediterranean, North America and Indian Ocean. 
Fortnightly services from Australia, New Zealand, East 
Africa and Intra-Red Seaports.

P&O Nedlloyd Serves the full range of Yemen ports. 
Dedicated feeders call weekly at Hodeidah, every ten days 
at Aden, and fortnightly at Mukalla for both import and export 
cargoes.

P&O Nedlloyd are represented in Yemen by Sheibani 
Shipping & Clearing Corporation.

For more details of P&O Nedlloyd services or for arranging 
a sales representative to call to your office, please contact 
our local offices, which are as follows:
Governorate P. O. Box Phone Fax: Email

Hodeidah: 4063 03-234090/212989 03-211780 shehod@y.net.ye
Aden : 4333 02-243319 02-240813 Sheaden@y.net.ye
Sana’a: 15147 01-207028 01-219895 Shesanaa@y.net.ye

01-207415
Taiz: 5726 04-242401/8/9 04-242386 Shbni50@y.net.ye

Mukalla: 50261 05-308107 05-308108 To Aden branch

Announcement
For Sale By sealed Envelopes

Yemen Navigation lines (YNL) is interested to sell by sealed envelopes its two Coaster 
ships M.V Aden and M.V Mukalla which are now lying at Aden port approaches outer 
anchorage on “AS IS “ basts.
Interested buyers ate invited to exhibit the two ships at any time during office hours from 
the date of this announcement. Only those who fulfill the obligations of observing the 
terms of buying by sealed envelopes ate allowed to participate personally or through their 
authorized persons

MV. Aden MV. Mukalla

Year of manufacture: 1973 1965

Dead weight 1725T 1750T
Length over all 77.91M 68.69M
Width 11.53M 10.73
Draught 04.96M 05.13M

Terms for the purchasing Process:

An open process will take place by disclosing the sealed offers submitted to YNL prem
ises steamer point and @ 1000 hrs on Saturday 29 Sept. 2001 provided participants have 
already fulfilled the following terms:

1-Prior payment of USD 3000 being warranty fees and down Payment otherwise refund
able if offer is not accepted.

2-Successful buyers are obliged to pay at once 30% of the deal cost reached in cash or by 
a verified bank cheque payable to YNI unrefundable if shop(s) have not been with
drawn.

3-Balance of payment should be effected in two weeks time from the date of accepting 
the successful offer.

4-Other liable taxes (including 1% of the whole cost payable to Aden Govt. Assessment 
Fund) shall be executed by the party receiving the ships.

5-Withdrawal of ships should take place within 14 days and up to the proposals of Aden 
port offerer.

For further information please call to 201926
Telefax: 204679 during office hours or Gum’s Mobile 73762610.

mailto:shehod@y.net.ye
mailto:Sheaden@y.net.ye
mailto:Shesanaa@y.net.ye
mailto:Shbni50@y.net.ye
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COMMON SENSE
By: Hassan Al-Haifi

In tribute to General Ahmed Shah Mas'oud:
Afghanistan: A Victim of External Force

T
his observer once met a 
former member of the 
Dawod Family, the former 
royal family that ruled 
Afghanistan up to the Mid 

- Seventies of the last Century. Having 
been living and working in Yemen, in 
the late Seventies, he described his 
native country as very much like 
Yemen, in terms of the topography and 
the social structure of the population 
and the strong attachment of the 
Afghanis to the Religion of Islam. 
Probably even more so than Yemen, 
Afghanistan lived in isolation, for most 
of the last three centuries or so, in view 
of being landlocked and with a very 
rugged mountainous terrain. The 
British did try to make inroads into the 
country but found it to be unwelcome 
and probably not worth the effort any
way. The proud Afghanis managed to 
maintain their way of life and their 
social structure pretty much over these 
centuries. The population may have 
been made up of many ethnic groups, 
but all maintained a generally xeno
phobic attitude to foreigners and every
thing foreign.
For some strategic reasons, the former 
Soviet Union thought that Afghanistan 
might as well join the other Central 
Asian "Republics" that were apart of 
the former Soviet Empire and thus pro
vide a strategic Soviet proximity to 
Pakistan and Iran, which were then 
allies of the United States and and 
hopefully tip the strategic regional bal
ance of power between the two great 
powers then in its favor. For 
Afghanistan, this Soviet ambition 
meant the end of a long isolation. Not 
only that, it also meant the end of 
Afghanistan, as a country, in which its 
people can manage to sustain them

selves and find the peace and stability 
they need, if they had any hope of ever 
catching up with the rest of the world. 
To the dismay of the Soviet Union, it 
was clear that their arithmetic was 
wrong. They had anticipated that tak
ing over Afghanistan was an easy task, 
but found the country to be more of a 
graveyard for Soviet troops and a 
mockery of Soviet might and military 
prowess. Against unbelievable odds, 
the Afghanis managed to set a loosely 
tied formidable resistance to the Soviet 
occupation and surely convince the 
Soviets, that life would be miserable 
for them in Afghanistan. Although the 
Soviets had to withdraw in humilia
tion, they nevertheless destroyed much 
of the loose cohesiveness that still tied 
the Afghanis to their country. Thanks 
to periodic air bombardment of inno
cent civilian villages, a good third of 
the population ended up being dis
placed out of Afghanistan, in neighbor
ing Iran and Pakistan. Those who were 
in or near Pakistan became easy prey 
for the international "fundamentalist" 
movement, which had set up roots in 
Pakistan, thanks to substantial funding 
from countries of the Middle East, 
where this "fundamentalist" movement 
has its roots. Thus many "fundamen
talist" schools took thousands of 
Afghani children and nurtured them 
methodically in the overzealous doc
trine of this fundamentalist movement. 
The Americans were convinced to 
come to the aid of the Afghanis, in their 
struggle against the Soviet occupation. 
The significance of this American 
involvement is that it introduced anoth
er "foreign" element in the Afghanistan 
War. As if the fighting capability of the 
Afghanis was not enough, the 
Americans were somehow coaxed by

some of their Arab friends that they can 
recruit Moslem mujahideen to fight 
against the Communist menace in 
Afghanistan from other Moslem coun
tries. That is fine and dandy, but the 
only Arabs and other Moslems who 
were recruited for this "holy war" all 
happened to be the products of these 
very same "fundamentalist" religious 
schools that have also been spread 
throughout the Arab World, thanks to 
the substantial funding these institu
tions and the organizations behind 
them were getting from a couple of the 
rich oil countries in the region that 
originated and adopted the sectarian 
doctrine followed by most of these 
"fundamentalists". At the start, these 
institutes seemed to be a genuine and 
innocent "non - sectarian" effort to 
uphold Islam and to help most of the 
poor Moslem countries, overcome illit
eracy, but were in fact much more than 
that. In any case, with people like 
General Ahmed Shah Mas'oud and 
many other Afghani fighters, one 
would think that the Americans did not 
have to be gullible in believing that 
these new "Afghan Arabs", like Osama 
Bin Laden, were really going to make 
that much of a difference in helping to 
bolster the Afghani resistance against 
the Soviets. But they were easily per
suaded, and accordingly gave this new 
"fundamentalist" movement the para
military strength (weapons) and 
expertise (training), not to mention the 
additional financial support without 
really knowing what the background of 
these "volunteers" was and who is 
recruiting them for the "struggle".
When the Soviets withdrew, foreign 
support to the different factions that 
made up the composition of the gov
ernment continued to a certain extent,

and thus stimulated an ongoing power 
struggle. On the other hand, the 
Taliban Movement had grown consid
erably over the years and saved their 
energy for the power struggle after the 
Soviet evacuation, letting most of the 
fighting against the Soviets to be han
dled by the other resistance groups, 
while they used their substantial 
resources to publicize the brave role of 
the mujahideen and the Taliban, as if 
they were the liberators of Afghanistan 
and the true defenders of the faith, 
while discounting and downplaying 
everybody else's role. The Taliban 
continued to watch the other factions 
fight it out among themselves. When 
the Rabbani Government finally pre
vailed as a potentially stable regime 
and things began to settle down in the 
country, the Taliban with substantial 
Pakistani intelligence and military sup
port, saw that the time has come for 
taking over, before the Rabbani regime 
could become firmly in place. Since 
the Taliban were not really a part of 
any fighting to speak of, whether 
against the Soviets or in the internal 
fighting that followed, and with sub
stantial backing by the "Afghan Arabs" 
and the Pakistanis, the worn out fac
tions that had become loosely affiliated 
with the Rabbani regime, were unable 
to hold out against the swift offensive 
of the Taliban and their friends, espe
cially as the former did not enjoy the 
substantial military support of a power
ful neighbor, like the Taliban was get
ting from Pakistan and the substantial 
funding from their Arab backers. The 
Taliban prevailed and apparently all 
hope for the peace and stability of 
Afghanistan was lost.
The Rabbani regime was only kept 
alive in a small part of the country, 
thanks to the astute military skills of 
the late General Ahmed Shah Mas'oud, 
who - probably without coincidence - 
was killed in a rather bizarre way a 
couple of days before the even more 
bizarre attacks in New York City and 
Washington DC of September 11.
For Afghanistan, General Mas'oud was 
a national hero and a credit to the mili
tary genius and courage of the Afghani 
people. For sure, those who killed him, 
could never be regarded as having any 
sense of national pride and could not 
be counted on to advocate for the best 
interests of Afghanistan, or the 
Moslem World for that matter. All 
faithful Moslems will regard Ahmed 
Mas'oud as the true image of the true 
mujahid and patriot, who refused any 
form of foreign interference in 
Afghanistan and the adulteration of the 
Religion of Islam.

Announcement
TENDER NO.(l) 2001 International

Prequalification and Tendering for Sana’a International Airport Development Project (Phase-I)

Civil Aviation & Meteorology Authority of Republic of Yemen invites eligible, qualified Contractors for the Prequalification and 
Tendering for the extension and strengthening of the existing asphalt works in Sana’a International Airport.

Civil Aviation & Meteorology Authority (CAMA) has received a Loan from the ARAB FUND For Economic & Social Development 
to finance the above-mentioned project. This loan will be used towards financing the Contracts for which this invitation is issued.

Phase-I of the project consists of:

Extension to the main runway and the parallel taxiway with the length of 250m north.
Strengthen, maintain, repair and overlay the airport existing pavements (runway, taxiway and aprons).
Relocating navigational equipments, electrical network and related work.
Execute related works such as drainage system, culverts and navigational markings.

The contractors will be qualified in accordance with criteria that take into consideration their experience in similar projects, the Volume 
and Value of projects that they executed, the personnel and technical resources to be allocated for this project and their financial ability. 
Financial offers will be opened after evaluation of technical proposals and only for qualified tenderers.

Interested bidders may obtain Prequalification and Tender Documents priced at a non-refundable amount of US$500 or equivalent in 
Yemeni Rials from:

The Project Manager
Sana’a International Airport Development Project
Civil Aviation & Meteorology Authority (CAMA)
P.O. Box 1042
Zubairi Street, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Phone +967 1 274717
Fax +967 1 274718

The Tendering Order should comprise the following:

Technical & Financial offers in separate sealed envelopes.
A Bid Bond for 2.5% of the offered amount, valid for 90 days, through an independent Bank in the Republic of Yemen 
(in separate envelope).
A copy of tax card to be submitted by the local Companies.
A sealed cover with red wax.
Bidders’ visit to the Project Site, at bidders’ cost is recommended in order to get acquainted with the scope of the Works 
and existing facilities.

Completed documents should reach to the Civil Aviation & Meteorology Authority (CAMA) not later than 12:00 (noon) on Sunday the 
04th November 2001.

Technical proposals will only be opened in the presence of the Bidders or their Representatives.

CAMA is not bound to accept the lowest or any other tender and reserves the full right to reject any or all Tenders without assigning 
any reason.

SILVER
LINING

Mohammed Hatem Al-Qadhi 
mhalqadhi@hotmail.com

Global War 
Against Terrorism

T
he latest lunatic terror 
attacks against vital 
institutions have shown 
the world’s need to have 
an international coalition 

against terrorism everywhere without 
exception. Terrorism is a global 
epidemic that can operate everywhere 
and every time. It is without 
identification or morals which makes 
it difficult to fight or crack down. The 
fight against it is an open-ended battle 
as the enemy is not easily identified. 
Therefore, it is a long process that 
should be persistent. The mission of 
the fight should be identified first and 
then countries can form a coalition 
against terrorism.
To begin with, we have to define 
terrorism and its perpetrators. It 
should be put clear what makes an act 
terrorist. I believe this definition 
should be made by the UN. That is, 
the UN must take the lead and call for 
an international conference to address 
the epidemic. The conference must 
define terrorism . Once this is fixed, 
it would be easy to determine 
mechanisms of launching war against 
this global threat worldwide. This is 
because this clear-cut definition will 
look into reasons making people 
perpetrate terrorism.
It is very dangerous to associate this 
epidemic with a particular religion or 
race as this will divide the world in 
this fight. The American president, 
George W. Bush denounced attacks 
against US Arabs and Muslims. He 
said Muslims, Christians, and jews 
should all join fight against terrorism. 
That is true as perpetrators of this 
infamy could be Muslims, Christians 
or jews. It should be a war of 
civilized people against savages.
Arab and Muslim countries refuse to 
join such a coalition if Israel is a part 
of it. This is what the Arab League 
Secretary-General, Amr Mussa said. 
They believe Israel is exercising state 
terrorism against Palestinians who are 
being slaughtered by various sorts of 
weapons. It is terrorism against 
people resisting occupation of their 
own land.
Israel, on the other hand, considers 
Muslims and Palestinians terrorists. 
The Israeli former PM, Benjamin 
Netenyahu, told CNN last Thursday 
that there is no difference between 
Usama Bin Laden and Yasser Arafat 
except for that first wants to destroy 
the USA while Arafat wants to uproot 
Israel and establish the Palestinian 
state.
To drive the point home, it is very 
necessary that all countries should

agree to a specific definition of 
terrorism so as to be able to crack it 
down worldwide. There must be 
differentiation between people who 
fight for the independence of their 
countries or their rights and those 
who perpetrate terrorist acts that have 
no cause behind. Otherwise, each 
country will have its own definition 
for terrorism. This is because in this 
case such a coalition against terrorism 
will not yield any fruits. It will , 
however, divide rather than unite 
international efforts to fight the global 
epidemic.
Moreover, such explanations of 
terrorism on the basis of the interests 
of countries will breed further 
problems, leading to more terrorist 
acts. The fight against this disease 
should not be take as a slogan by 
countries to settle their political 
disputes. This is how the war against 
terrorism should begin.

USA: Land of Tolerance
The latest infamy that hit the USA 
invited counter offensives against 
Muslims and Arabs in the USA. 
Thousands of crimes have been 
reported against these people because 
of nothing except for having Islamic 
or Arab background. These hostile 
attacks are not justified at all. They 
are also a very dangerous omen that 
will drive people into the turmoil of 
violence of religious or ethnic 
motivations.
The USA has been for a long of time 
a beacon of tolerance, freedom and 
democracy. It has been a promised 
land and paradise on earth for all 
people. We still remember when the 
protestants were oppressed by the 
catholics in England, they fled to 
America where they found tolerance 
and freedom to practice their religious 
rituals.

The Zionist media in the USA is very 
influential. It has been successful in 
creating a very bad image for Arabs 
and Muslims, portraying them as 
terrorists and enemies of the West. I 
believe Arab media shares the 
responsibility of this misconception 
the Westerners have on Muslims and 
Arabs. However, this stereotyped 
attitude should not break hell loose 
against these people. In fact, America 
should not turn into a battlefield to 
settle down historic hostility and 
prejudice between Muslims and Jews 
or any other people. The USA should 
always remain land of tolerance, 
peace and democracy; a land for all 
people.

Emirates Summoned to Court
I filed a law suit against Emirates 
Airlines, a week after returning from 
Jakarta to Sana'a aboard on of the emi
rates' flights.
I was badly treated by the staff of the 
Emirates in Jakarta and Sana'a airport. 
When I decided to come back to 
Yemen from Jakarta, I contacted one 
of the Emirates' agencies and it con
firmed reservation aboard Emirates to 
Sana'a. Although I reconfirmed the 
reservation I was denied by the 
Emirates staff at the Jakarta airport. 
Later on I realized what they were 
aiming at.
I had not thought that would not be the 
end. When I arrived at Sana'a airport 
my two pieces of luggage were miss
ing. I was asked to fill in two forms for 
the two missing suitcases before leav
ing the Sana'a Airport. However, I was 
surprised to find the Emirates' staff 
there writing wrong information about 
the real contents of my missing suit
cases. Interestingly, what I told them 
to be in one suitcase was written in the 
other suitcase' form. Three days later, I 
was informed that one of the suitcases 
was found, but most of the contents 
were gone. Then I was asked to keep 
following up on the other one. They 
gave me the form but it was the form

of the one found.
I went to the Emirate's office. I 
explained to them that I was getting 
married the next week and many of my 
marriage's requirements, such as the 
wedding Dress which I bought from 
Dubai, were in the missing suitcase, 
but what I got was irresponsible reac
tions.
I am not more concerned about the 
missing things than the irresponsibility 
the office of emirates showed when I 
complained to them. They simply said: 
"Postpone your marriage until you 
find your suitcase."
I have brought a writ from the court 
asking General Manger of the 
Emirates to present himself before 
court, but no one agreed to sign it. The 
General Manger said that he would not 
sign it and that I could do what I could.

Abdullah Abdullah Musleh
Sana'a

Dear Editor,
As an American who has lived and is 
living in a Muslim country I am really 
appalled at the lack of leadership in the 
Muslim world. I for one have always 
been sympathetic to Muslim concerns. 
After the bombing in New York and 
the information I see on the Internet, 
CNN, and BBC I believe good

Muslims must immediately distance 
themselves from terrorism. This really 
has not been done in my view.
The Arab league has been a farce since 
day one and they blame all Muslim 
troubles on Israel and the USA.
If the USA is so bad why does every
one in the world want to go there to 
live? It is because of freedom and 
democracy. This is what is lacking in 
95 percent of the Muslim world.
If Bin Laden is so good to the Muslim 
world why doesn't he share his wealth 
with the poor Muslim countries. It 
really amazes me the contributions 
America has donated to Muslims 
countries in all areas. Yet we see 
Palestinians, Indonesians, and Iraqis 
celebrating American deaths.
Most of the Arab world needs to real
ize the anger of the American public. 
American anticipates more deaths in 
order stop terrorism but it also realizes 
we have now been attacked. I really 
hope the Muslims who consider them
selves against terrorism will convince 
others in the Muslim faith that 
America since attacked will not 
rollover until this terrorism is ended.

Dave Martin 
mar9dave@usa.net 

Indonesia
More letters on page 11

mailto:mar9dave@usa.net
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First Summer Program for Handicapped Children
Nada Mansour 
Al-Shamiri 
Yemen Times

W
e all know about 
the suffering of 
handicapped chil
dren, who demand 
nothing but to be 

treated as humans. What the physically 
and mentally handicapped children 
lack is the ability to learn some practi
cal skills to maintain themselves prop
erly. Thus, they need a special training 
in order to acquire the required com
munication skills they need to gain 
self-confidence and to get rid of irra
tional fears. Likewise, they have the 
right to inquire about their rights and 
duties within their family and society, 
since these two entities should render 
care to them and empower them to be 
able to assume an active role in the 
development process. Consequently, 
handicapped children are entitled to 
have access to education, to practice

their hobbies, to live a normal life and 
to be productive individuals in society. 
This call is voiced by nearly all the 
physically and mentally handicapped 
people without the exclusion of any 
single segment of them. All of them 
hope to live a normal and a decent life 
depending on their own abilities to 
earn their livelihood. The 
Coordination Board for Yemeni NGOs 
is one of the entities responding to the 
call of handicapped children through 
organizing the first program for handi

capped children nationwide. The pro
gram aims at enhancing cooperation 
among the different bodies involved in 
rendering care to handicapped children 
in Yemen, on the one hand, and inte
grating handicapped children with their 
non-handicapped brothers through 
organizing an orientation program for

this end, on the other. Similarly, the 
program aims at introducing handi
capped children to society and intro
ducing them to the organizations and 
societies supporting them. The pro
gram played a significant role in pro

viding handicapped chil
dren with valuable infor
mation on different disci
plines and also gave 
them the opportunity to 
make wise use of the 
summer vacation.
Wajeha Mohammed 
Qarhash, coordinator of 
the program said that the 
preparations for the pro
gram started in mid-June 
and that the aforemen

tioned committee was elected from the 
societies interested in taking part in 
this program. The second meeting was 
held at the premises of Radda Barnen, 
a Swedish organization deeply 
involved in rendering care to the hand
icapped in Yemen, with the view of 
working out the summer camp. We 
decided to find a place close to the 
Physically Handicapped Society, so as 
to facilitate the transport of computers, 
typewriters and some sports materials 
to the location of the camp. The execu

tive committee of the program consists 
of Wajeha Qarhash, coordinator of the 
program, Muna al-Ghashmi of al- 
Aman Association for Blind Females, 
Khaled al-Haimi from the Physically 
Handicapped Society, Mohammed al- 
Faqih from the Orphanage Care House 
and Bashir al-Bahluli from the Deaf &

Dumb Society.
Al-Qalam Model 
School was chosen to 
be the location of the 
camp, due to the avail
ability of a spacious 
area within its grounds, 
which is a necessity for 
holding the camp. The 
program included trips, 
field visits and class
room activities chosen 
by the children them
selves, and the partici

pants were divided into three groups 
according to their ages. Moreover, the 
weekly assessment plan was made by 
the children, teachers, and administra
tion and as a pilot project the persons in 
charge of the program expressed their 
concerns on how to gather children 
with different disabilities in one class
room and how to deal with the admin
istrative team.
Some of the general objectives of the 
program are to entrust each society 
with a particular program such as the 
one adopted by al-Aman Association 
for Blind Females which mostly 
focused on training on typing. 
Similarly, different activities were 
included in the program such as cultur
al information classrooms, sports 
activities and theatrical performances 
which aim at discovering talented chil
dren. Since this is the first program of 
its kind in Yemen, it was natural to face 
many obstacles, particularly the issues 
related to discipline, food provision, 
and transportation. Likewise, there 
have been many problems pertaining to 
the delay in implementing the program 
and not completing some activities due 
to the short span of the program. 
However, the program has many posi
tive aspects, despite the existence of

some sensitivities among the partici
pant societies since the teachers and 
children were able to work closely 
without any problem. The program has 
come out with many recommenda
tions, underlining the importance of 
establishing close contact between the 
participants after the program, creating 
a special premise for hosting the differ
ent meetings and activities of these 
children, attaching care to the talented 
handicapped children and conveying 
their views to the concerned authori
ties.
The concluding party was attended by 
Ali Salleh, Deputy Minster of Social 
Affairs for the Development Sector, 
Nassir Mohammed Humaid Chairman 
of Yemeni Federation for NGOs, 
Trigvie Nickle regional representative 
of the Sweden-based Radda Barnen, 
Khaled Assal Program Officer of the 
Swedish Organization for Child Care 
in Yemen, chairmen of the societies, 
and the children along with their 
guardians.
The concluding party began with a 
recitation of the Holy Quran followed

by a welcoming word 
delivered by Wajeha 
Qarhash, Director of the 
center in which she 
briefed the audience on 
the objectives and the 
idea of the program. The 
participant children then 
welcomed the attendants 
by a song expressing 
their happiness to take 
part at the program. Dr. 
Mohammed Humaid
then delivered the word of the atten
dants in which he spoke on behalf of 
the federation which was founded in 
June, 2000. Dr. M. Humaid talked 
about the importance of having quali
fied handicapped people who can earn 
their livelihood independently, adding 
that the federation has created a special 
department for children and women so 
as to assume monitoring the issues 
related to children and women. Thus, 
the federation will attach importance to 
the major problems facing the handi
capped, especially legislation that has 
to do with the handicapped. Dr.

Mohammed expressed his thanks to 
Radda Barnen, the Swedish organiza
tion which exerts great efforts to assist 
the handicapped in Yemen and takes 
part in the demining program. 
Thereafter, different students showed 
their abilities, everyone in his respec
tive field like Quran recitation, paint
ing and typing.
The active participation of the children 
was one of the most important evi
dences of the success of this program, 
which was very rich in its diverse parts. 
All the participants came out happy 
with what the program has achieved.
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"Corruption & Qat are Yemen's Major Problems"

Bureaucracy in Taiz Stalls German Health Project
Mohammed Hatem Al-Qadhi 
Yemen Times

S
ix years ago, Anne Rappel, a 
German tourist, visited 
Yemen along with two other 
friends. They were subject
ed to a kidnapping attempt 

by armed tribesmen in Mudyah, 
Shabwa governorate. Their driver, 
Sadiq Abdulwahed al-Mikhlafi, was 
able to bear the trouble and escape the 
trap. The kidnappers fired at his car but 
he fled and saved his people at the risk 
of his life. They continued driving until 
they reached Sayoun in Hadhramaut. 
One of the tourists went back to Sana’a 
by plane. The other two went back with 
Sadiq through Aden and Taiz back to 
Sana’a. When they reached Taiz, 
Sadiq decided to go to his village in Al- 
Mikhlaf, 20 km north to Taiz to see his 
family, lest they be scared if they knew 
of the incident. The two German 
tourists decided to go with him to have 
a look at his village. When they were 
back in Sana'a, the German embassy 
had already arranged with the then 
Governor of Marib how to reward 
Sadiq. The embassy offered him DM 
15,000 and that he would also be 
rewarded by the tourists himself. But, 
he refused. They asked him what he 
wanted. He said he needed their help in 
erecting a hospital for his poor people 
in the village of al-Mikhlaf. Here his 
trouble with the Ministry of Health 
starts.
Anne has said to me that she went back 
to Germany and asked her friends to 
help her establish a hospital. However, 
they told her she was crazy, as they did 
not have enough money to build a hos
pital. Furthermore, they already helped 
her by sending medicine to a hospital 
in Shabwa. However, they told her to 
open a bank account in the name of the 
village hospital of al-Mikhlaf and ask 
people contribute to the charitable 
project. Her friends promised to help 
her if the ideas went through. “I went 
o a newspaper in my home town and 

pealed to people to help,” Anne said.

She added, “Some weeks later, I had 
about 35,000 marks. I took the money 
and went back to Yemen and started 
working in 1999.” Also, she said that 
the Social Development Fund (SDF) 
helped them a lot.
The hospital is now complete. It has 14 
rooms, plus a flat for doctors and other 
facilities. The hospital is provided with 
advanced medical equipment from 
Germany. “It can carry out different 
kinds of medical operations and pro
vide service to thousands of people in 
this poor area.” Sadiq said.
Anne said that presently around 
$250,000 has been channeled into the 
project. There are now two containers 
of medical equipment at Hodeidah port 
valued at $100, 000. The SDF paid the 
expenses for shipping them from 
Germany to Yemen. The first container, 
40 feet, will go to the leprosy center 
and Mother's Treza hospital in Taiz. 
The second one, 20 feet, is meant for 
al-Mikhlaf hospital. Sadiq said the total 
amount of the hospital can be put at YR 
70 million. Of that amount, 10 million 
was contributed by the SDF. He said he 
himself spent 11 million out of his own 
pocket. He even sold some of his prop
erties to complete the project.

What is the problem then?
Some people in the Taiz Health Office 
(THO) are not happy with the project 
being installed in al-Mikhlaf. 
Therefore, they have refused to provide 
it with medical staff. Also, it seems that 
the government officials and high 
ranking dignitaries in the area work to 
stall the project. “I was here last year. 
The officials at the THO promised to 
send us doctors, nurses, etc., but noth
ing has happened so far. I don't know 
what the problem is. In Germany, we 
vote for people in elections as we 
believe they will work for us, not for 
themselves, but here it is different.” 
She summarizes our problems in 
Yemen in two plights. “I believe cor
ruption and qat are the major 
headaches for you.” Anne said.
The THO sent a doctor to the hospital, 

but he was a very busy person working 
in different places. He came up to the 
hospital for a few weeks, and then went 
away. Another doctor came to the hos
pital and asked for a house for his fam
ily, a car, a bodyguard, and extra salary 
from Germany. He also wanted the 
people in al-Mikhlaf to bring his chil
dren to Taiz in the morning and bring 
them back in the evening. “I told them 
it was impossible to meet his require
ments.” Then, he went away.
Later Sadiq was able to find an Iraqi 
doctor. He has been told by the THO 
officials to sign a contract with him, 
mentioning that he would give him a 
salary of $2000 for him and his wife, 
so that the government can make sure 
that he can stay in the country as he has 
got a job. They told Sadiq it would be 
just a formality. When he signed, the 
Iraqi doctor came and asked Sadiq to 
pay him a salary as mentioned in the 
contract, otherwise he would take him 
to the police. Sadiq managed to pay 
him $2000. The doctor took the money 
and went away.

“It is a shame that your government 
is not able to spend some money for 
the medical staff of the hospital”
The hospital is not operating now. It 
has no doctors. The people of THO 
want to take the hospital and run it 
themselves. “The people of al-Mikhlaf 
and I don't want this, as I have seen 
many government hospitals in Taiz and 
Sana’a in a very poor situation. I never 
want to see the same situation in this 
hospital,” Anne said. “The former 
health minister has given us a letter, 
authorizing us to run the hospital. He 
promised to provide it with medical 
staff,” Sadiq observed.
Anne said that, “the next option the 
THO offered is that the hospital will be 
provided by medical staff on the con
dition that 60 % of the income of the 
hospital should be given to the THO.” 
It seems that these guys do not know 
that health service should be made free 
to all people in Yemen without excep
tion.

The third alter
native suggest
ed by the THO 
is that it can be 
made private 
and the people 
of the village 
should manage 
everything 
themselves. 
“They are very 
poor. What shall 
they do?” Anne 
exclaimed, 
adding, “some
body in the THO told me that it was a 
shame to bring the hospital to al- 
Mikhlaf. But no! I told him that it is a 
shame that your government is not able 
to spend some money for the medical 
staff of the hospital.”

Dr. Ghurbani needs a plane to fly to 
al-Mikhlaf
Anne Rappel is struggling very hard to 
operate the hospital. She is running 
after our officials in the health ministry 
to beg for doctors for the hospital in al- 
Mikhlaf. She said she met the former 
minister of health, Dr. Abdullah 
Abdulwali Nasher, who accepted Sadiq 
al-Mikhlafi to be the manager for the 
hospital and promised to provide it 
with medical staff and medicine. She 
also met the new minister, Dr. 
Abdulnaser al-Munaibari, at his house 
in the presence of Dr. Abdulwahab al- 
Ghurbani, THO manager. The minister 
told her to fix everything with Dr. 
Ghurbani, but Ghurbani told her that 
the people of the village should create 
their own association to run the hospi
tal. “I do not know what kind of asso
ciation he wants,” Anne said. She 
added, “I told him that even if we make 
it private, his office should monitor 
what is going on. But he told me that 
he had no plane, no helicopter, no car, 
nor horse nor camel, to come up to the 
area. Then, I was very furious and went 
out of his office without even saying 
goodbye.”

Yemen needs honest rather than 
educated people
Anne also said that the new health min
ister refused to accept Sadiq as the 
manager of the hospital. “The minister 
told me that it is not good for Sadiq to 
be the manager, as he is not well-edu
cated, but I believe he is the right per
son to run the hospital. I trust him. I 
told the minister that Yemen needs 
people like him. It is not important 
what kind of education they have. It is 
important that they are honest, want to 
work, and will work.” Anne said. She 
pointed out that Sadiq will not look 
after patients. He will only make sure 
that everybody is doing his job well. 
“He worked very hard to build the hos
pital without pocketing money. I saw 
his family before we started the work 
and now. The situation has not 
changed. He is even getting poorer as 
he sometimes has to pay from his own 
pocket. He has to sell things of his own 
to get money for the hospital. He even 
went to Germany and walked in streets 
in snow, begging people for money for 
the hospital,” Anne said.
“We will not give them the hospital. It 
is a reward for me. I can run the proj
ect, as I have a secondary certificate 
and I have taken training courses in 
Germany.” Sadiq said, adding, “The 
people of Sharaab now are establishing 
a charitable society. I can give the hos
pital to them to run. It is important that 
it works. The Germans promised to 
expand it if it works well.”

Anne now feels very frustrated with 
our officials in the health ministry. She 
said she would contact them again. “If 
things do not work, I will go and speak 
to the German media about what is 
happening.” However, she said she 
felt very embarrassed to go back and 
tell her friends that the hospital is built 
now but it is not working because it has 
no doctors. The Germans can not pay 
even a single dollar for medical staff. 
“I got the money from different places 
including the German embassy in 
Sana’a. How can I explain to them the 
problem? They want to know what is 
happening,” she said.

Urgent appeal to PM & health min
ister
I do believe the problem here is clear - 
the THO is the stumbling block pre
venting the charitable project from 
working. I also believe their bureau
cracy is a shame and crime for which 
they should be held accountable. They 
have given a clear-cut example to for
eigners that corrupt and crooked peo
ple are the major headache of Yemen, 
stalling any effort for development. 
Our problem is not shortage of 
resources at all.
I think this story should cause all hell 
to break loose and invite the attention 
of PM and health minister. They should 
act and stop the farce of THO before 
such irresponsible behavior is publi
cized in the German media. Shame on 
these guys!
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I Am As American As the Next Guy Is!
The idea that America was only for 
Americans and those who can com
pletely dissociate themselves from 
their past and melt in the "melting pot" 
had begun to make its way to my brain 
cells. I was wrong. Many of us even in 
close circles were ashamed of being 
associated with America due to its idi
otic policies in the Middle East and 
elsewhere in the world.
In America we are not accepted as 
Americans because we are Muslims 
and different, and in the Islamic world 
we are afraid to associate ourselves 
with America because of its unjust, 
and arrogant policies in the area. For 
many and me that question has been 
resolved without any compromise.
As a Yemeni-Muslim-Arab-American, 
I no longer consider myself a transient 
visitor in America. I have come to 
terms with my identity and have real
ized beyond any doubt that I am as 
American as the next guy is. My dif
ferences do not make me any less 
American as any other American in 
the United States. My disagreement 
with U.S. foreign policy should not 
make me any less of an American than 
any other American of European, 
Asian or African origin. My disagree
ment with U.S. unconditional support 
of Israel should not make me any less 
American than any American Jew is. 
My abhorrence and dislike for the 
double standards, inequitable way of 
handling Middle Eastern policies 
should not make me any less 
American than those who implement 
such unfair policy.
On Friday 21st of September the 
American-Muslim community in 
Dearborn Michigan are organizing a 
rally to support their country, United 
States of America. In an interview 
with Yemen Network one of the 
organizers Khalid Shajerah explained 
the motive "we are effected like any 
other Americans, this is our country

we are here by choice,"
Mr. Shajerah, the Director of Sales 
and Technologies for Express Scripts, 
reiterated the sentiment felt by many 
Muslim Americans today.
The fact remains, I am an American 
and my differences make me an 
American with a lot to contribute to 
the fabric of the American society. I 
am proud of my heritage, a strong 
believer in my faith, and a strong 
believer in the values of freedom, and 
liberty that America stands for. I see 
no contradiction in my pride of both 
my faith and heritage on one hand and 
my American citizenship on the other. 
The events of 11th of September have 
strengthened in all of the Muslim 
community in the states their sense of 
citizenship. Like me, I think many 
have come to recognize that we can 
resolve the identity crisis by believing 
in the values of America, and be hold
ing strongly to our heritage and our 
faith for there is no clash between the 
two, and hence my identity as an 
American Muslim.
In the past, we have accepted other's 
view of us as different and have lived 
with the fear resulting from that per
ception. The American society maybe 
reluctant to accept us as Arab and 
Muslim Americans, but we can not 
run away and give up our rights to live 
and to shape the American society. 
The American society will have to 
learn to accept us as citizens of equal 
rights, and equal aspirations, as citi
zens who care about America, pay 
taxes and pledge allegiance to 
America. Having said that let it be 
clear that every Muslim in America, as 
any other American, reserve the right 
to disagree with my government's pol
icy in Israel. Such a stand should not 
make me a terrorist, nor should it even 
make me a suspect. Sharon's weight 
and official title as a prime minister do 
not blind me from seeing him as a ter

rorist; this stand should not qualify me 
for that famous title "anti-Semite" nor 
should it make me less American than 
the next guy is. My identity should not 
be taken away from me because of my 
disagreement with U.S. unjust policy

toward the helpless people of Iraq. I 
am a human being who feels the pain 
of nations and abhor the arrogance of 
my government policies toward the 
poor people of Cuba, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Palestine; that doe not

make me a communist, a terrorist but 
those feelings make me a better 
American. Our rights to disagree with 
U.S. unjust foreign policy in Israel, 
Iraq, and now Afghanistan shouldn't 
compromise our identity as Muslim

I stand to reaffirm that I 
am an Yemeni-American Muslim who 
finds it natural today to proclaim my 
identity. I no longer carry the guilt of 
U.S. arrogant policies. For as a citizen, 
I am free to oppose them as guaran
teed to me by the great constitution of 
the United States of America. No indi
vidual has the right to take that away 
from me, and no individual can claim 
to be more patriotic than me for I am 
as American as the next guy i
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Dear Editor,
I would just like to voice my thoughts 
on a incident that I encountered in 
Sanaa a few days ago. My little boy 
and I went to the nearby skip to throw 
our rubbish away and there we saw 
two of the most beautiful little girls.
One was about five and the other a lit
tle bit younger and they were having a 
little bit of trouble throwing their rub
bish into the skip, but this wasn't my 
concern, what I was concerned about 
was the state of these girls. Their 
clothes was absolutely rags and the 
youngest child, as she went to throw 
her rubbish her "dress" actually fell 
down as the zip at the back was all bro
ken leaving her back all naked, I said 
to her sister to fasten her dress but 
obviously she couldn't, so probably 

feeling very self conscious walked 
away holding onto her little sisters 
dress at the back to stop it from falling. 
What a sorry sight, and it wasn't just 
their clothes, their hair was sticking up 
and out at all angles from the dirt and 
of course they had no shoes on their 
feet. My heart absolutely went out to 
these two little girls, and I wondered 
about their mother. Was she too busy 
or too lazy to care about these girls, or 
was she too ignorant, which brings me 
to the point of my letter, it got me to 
thinking, if I was head of Yemen TV I 
would try my hardest on creating pro
grams that educated and informed peo
ple like these two girls families. 
Britain, in the past has had such pro
gram, but now, as the standard of life 
over there is good, there is no need for 
them. So, if anybody is out there that 
can make a difference to our people 
and country through the medium of 
television, I would implore them to do 
so.

Abdulla Al Hanshali 
abdullas@y.net.ye

Dear Editor,
As Americans we try to understand 
the hate that Muslim militias have for 
us. As some of us Americans under- 
stand it, it's our policy on Israelis. The 
militias object to our supplying Israelis 
with arms to protect themselves. As 

you know, we have a large Jewish pop
ulation. Thus one of many reasons we 
support them, though not the only rea
son. We for many years have tried to 
make peace between Israelis and the 
Palestinians. Yes, we support Israelis, 
but I'm sure Muslims support the 
Palestinians. We do not bomb Muslim 
buildings, because Muslims support 
the Palestinians. As for our treatment 
of third world nations, we provide bil
lions of dollars of aid to these nations. 
But maybe not the way Muslims 
would like. We can not provide money 
to those who hate us and commit acts 
of terrorism against us. As you also 
know there are over 3,000,000 Arab- 
Americans living in United States, 
mostly Muslims. I also have two 
Palestinians friends, who left their 
nation to live here. Ask yourself why 
isn't there as many Americans living in 
some of the Muslim nations. The 
answer would be because they would 
fear for their safety.

Richard W 
meganwatson@msn.com

Responding to Hassan Al-Haifi
The Majority of Americans in the 
United States do understand that 
Osama bin Laden's beliefs are not 
Muslim beliefs. We have plenty of 
Muslims here in the U.S. and everyone 
knows that they are peaceful people, 
who would never harm an innocent 
person, especially not in the name of 
God! I am glad to have been born in 
the USA because we also have many 
Jewish people who practice the same 
beliefs along with Catholic, Protestant, 
Baptist and many more Ethnic groups 
and religions. I am glad to know them 
all. It helps me understand that the 
bombers belong to a radical group 
who's goals are lost in their fanatics. I 
pray, as all the Churches across 
America prays, that one day soon we

will all come together and rid the world 
from Evil. I also pray that the men 
responsible, for these unspeakable 

crimes, come to relies that killing 
innocent people, destroying lives with 
grief and pain, CANNOT be what 
GOD wants from us.

To God we are not Arab, Islamic. 
Middle Eastern, Asian, American, 
Black, White. We are rather his chil
dren and one Family of many nations. 
We need to come together to stop Evil 
in this world. This World will be a 
beautiful place if our children can 
grow up to love their neighbors and 
not have to witness the horror's of War 
and bigotry.

Van Ruf 
vanruf@cs.com

Dear Editor,
I'm writing from the U.S. to plead with 
the leaders in the Middle East to take 
steps to prevent the coming war. We in 
America are a complacent bunch, but 
when aroused, we can be vicious. I 
don't want to see that happen.
I suspect our first response to the 
senseless murders last week will be 
somewhat measured, but if that doesn't 
get the results we want, we have a ter
rible force, capable of reducing coun
tries to mere rubble. I don't want to see 
that happen.
Our differences are great, and as a 
nation, we've not always played a fair 
game in the field of foreign affairs, but 
we are basically not a bad group of 
people. Please use your influence, in 
any way you can, to prevent the car
nage in the Middle East that I'm sure 
will come to pass without all the fac
tions in that part of the world, and the 
U.S. and it's allies, coming together to 
stop terrorism as a weapon, and to 
address the grievances of the many 
groups around the world.

Michael Davis 
mrmega74@home.com

Dear Editor,
I am a concerned American citizen liv
ing in the US, writing with the intent 
of gaining perspective. I would ask 
that the frankness of the following 
"comments" be justified by their can
dor.
I believe a general consensus exists 
that condemns the terrorist attacks of 
last week as inhumane, anti-good, hor
rific, and ultimately, tragic. These 
feelings are valid and compose a much 

hoped-for reaction. Yet in watching 
and listening to the news here in the 
US, I find it not only curious (though 
not surprising) but appalling that the 
"why" in all of this has been entirely 
neglected. One can't find discussions 
in the media about why the terrorists 
did what they did, about how things 
could have escalated to the point of 
suicide attacks against us, etc. It does
n't seem to matter. The focus, instead, 
is on condemning the act, and then 
retaliating. I find this perhaps the most 
symbolic tragedy of all. It begs the 
question "what does it take?"
But I'm straying. My reason for writ
ing is actually quite simple. I want to 
understand the "why." Why did 19 ter
rorists carry out a thoroughly-planned 
mission of death against civilian 
Americans? I understand the symbol
ic aspect of the WTC and the 
Pentagon, but what I don't understand 
is why America is their chosen enemy. 
I want to understand this. There is 
obviously a belief that runs deep which 
tells them "God is on their side." Their 
act has all the defining traits of a holy
war mentality. But why, why, why? 
What did we do? I know the US has 
caused plenty of mysteries around the 
world and I could rail off one after the 
other myself, but which of these has 
enraged them to the extent they are 
now at? Is it economic, religious, or 
political delineation?
I would appreciate greatly a response 
to these questions. I respect your opin
ions very much as your perspective has 
the privilege of less bias than those in 
the heat of emotion. Americans in 
general are highly lacking when it 
comes to understanding political 
events and in this I am no exception. 
However, I do wish to make an effort 
to simply understand without being 
brainwashed and so I eagerly await a 
response from you.
Ryan K
kirsch23@hotmail.com

Dear Editor
We have recently been in Yemen for a 
three-week holiday and besides admir
ing its landscape, its architectural mas

terpieces and enjoying the kind hospi
tality of the people, we had the pleas
ure of reading your newspaper. Thanks 
to it we’ve had the chance to learn 
much more than it’s usually possible 
on a short holiday. Obviously we can’t 
claim to have a wide and deep knowl
edge of your country but through your 
newspaper we tried to go beyond the 
superficial aspect of the things.
Best greetings and wishes for your and 
your staffs work

Alvaro Colombo e Mariarosa
Precerutti

Corso Garibaldi 73 20121 Milano
Italy

Fax:0039 059 47224299

Features of Judaism
In the first instance, most of us if not 

all know what’s the meaning of 
Judaism. But I would like to repeat and 
talk more about an enmity of Judaism, 
because I think that we have forgotten 
the deep meaning of the word. In so 
much as we deal with Jews by force 
and shake hands with them. And we 
make plenty of angry meetings with 
them. Also we think those Jews are 
honest, strong, obedient and innocent. 
But candidly, in fact, they are not. 
They are weaker than we think, they 
are dishonest murderers and criminals. 
In addition they have an immense 
hatred inside their hearts to any person 
who is Muslim.

Lutfi Abdullah Almushraqui 
College of Education

Level two 
Sana’a University

VACANCY
The German Technical Co-operation (GTZ) requires for an Urban Development Project in 
Hadhramawt Governorate a

Local Expert

The position is earmarked for a Yemeni National who has to meet the following conditions:

• Professional education (Master's Degree) in Architecture
• At least 10 years of field experience in Yemen and outside of Yemen (references requested)
• Exposure to urban renewal and house rehabilitation measures in historic districts
• Very good writing capability
• Very good command of both written and spoken English
• Good communication skills and team spirit
• Readiness to work in hot climate and remote areas

The position’s main task is to prepare, implement and monitor a pilot program for improvement of 
historical mud houses. This includes but is not limited to:

• Selection, training and guidance of two local technical teams to help prepare and carry out 
the program

• Agreement with a local steering committee on procedures for the program
• Heading the technical teams in preparation, implementation and documentation of a 

building survey of selected historical houses according to international standards
• Heading the technical teams to carry out a damage assessment and develop a repair program 

for historic houses
• Assisting home owners to prioritize and initiate repairs
• Monitoring of the program and of the correct usage of external resources
• Documentation of lessons learnt and adjustment of the program according to needs
• Preparation for program extension

Applications with CV’s and references are to be submitted in English and Arabic latest by 16th 
October, 2001; to the

Deputy Director
GTZ Office Sana’a

P.O.Box 692

mailto:meganwatson@msn.com
mailto:vanruf@cs.com
mailto:mrmega74@home.com
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Yemen Free Zones Public Authority 
Aden Free Zone

Cautionary Notice
Cautionary notice No. (1) for the year 1993 concerning the allocated plots of land in accordance with the cabinet 

decree No.65 for the year 1993 for the works of Aden Free Zone.
In implementing the stipulations of law No. (4) for 
the year 1993 concerning free zones and the cabi
net decree No. 65 for the year 1993 concerning the 
geographical blocks and their boundaries to be 
used for Aden Free Zone.

The Administrative Board of the General 
Authority for Free Zones announces that:

First: The lands allocated for investment at Aden 
Free Zone which have been demarcated in accor
dance with Article No. (1) of the cabinet decree men
tioned at the beginning of this announcement are as 
follows:

1- Sector(A):Mua’ala Terminal.
Investment activities in this block are for activating 
the loading of goods and the other activities related to 
the terminal through upgrading the handling equip
ment and expanding the storage capacity, plus publi
cizing the available opportunities at Aden Free Zone 
and the advantages ensured by the Free Zone Law.

2- Sector(B):: To the south of Mua’ala Terminal.
This block is allocated for building storage ware
house with the view of upgrading the storage capaci
ty of Aden Terminal.

3- Sector(C):: Surrounding Aden Terminal, 
unspecified area.
Investment activities at the this block surrounding 
Aden Terminal are unspecified, but it is aimed to be 
used for containers at Caltex area, plus upgrading and 
deepening of the terminal’s anchors so as to enable

Aden Terminal to receive big modern vessels.

4- Sector(D): Jabal Haded.
Investment activities at this block are designated for 
upgrading the underground cooling stores and for 
expanding the storage capacity of the terminal for 
being close to the terminal.

5- Sector(E): Tareq Camp ( the whole area of the 
Camp)
Investment activities at this block are for construc

tion works to expand and change the roads network 
for facilitating transportation between Aden Terminal 
and the Airport, plus the construction of several 
stores for re-exporting, processing and packing of 
goods.

6- Sector(F): Bader Camp and the Military 
Aviation School
Investment activities at this block are for air cargo 
forwarding purposes through the construction of new 
goods stores and offices for air cargo forwarders. In 
addition some industries related to air cargo forward
ing can also be constructed.

7- Sector(G): To the south of Aden Airport
Investment activities at the north part of this block are 
designated for the industries related to export from 
the airport, while the southern part is designated for 
exporting, re-exporting and redistributing purposes.

8- Sector(H): Aden International Airport
The northern part of the zone has been designated for 
the current activities of the Airport and its expansion 

by constructing more warehouses, building for pas
sengers and international flights in addition the exist
ing building will be used for domestic flights.

9- Sector(I): To the north of Aden International 
Airport.
Investment activities at this block are designated for 
the construction of an additional runway so as to meet 
the expected increase in airplanes movement in addi
tion to other annexes like Taxiways. Moreover part of 
the block will be equipped for air cargo activities 
with all its requirements like warehouses and offices 
in addition a part of the block will be designated for 
the industries related to the cargo forwarding activi
ties at the airport.

10- Sector(J): From Caltex intersection to al- 
Hasswah).
The investment activities at this block are designated 
for light industries with all its requirements such as 
plants, warehouses and other services.

11- Sector(K): Northwest Aden Governorate
The investment activities at this block are designated 
for the construction of the future airport for the City 
of Aden as well as the industries related to exporting 
from the airport, cargo warehouses for re-exporting 
and redistributing and hotels for the transit passen
gers.

12- Sector(L): To the northwest of Aden 
Governorate.
This block is designated for heavy industries with all 
its requirements: plants, warehouses and services.

13- Sector(M): the Western Shore.
Investment activities at this block are designated for 
the construction of a terminal for exporting & import
ing raw materials for serving the heavy industries 
zone and the other part is designated for upgrading 
Aden Refinery and deepening its anchors so as to be 
able to receive modern big vessels as well as further 
upgrading the Refinery Terminal.

14- Sector(N): Little Aden.
Investment activities at this block are designated for 
expanding and upgrading the equipment of Aden 
Refinery and creating a block for heavy industries & 
petrochemicals.

15- Sector(O): Minor Aden Faqam/Rass Amran.
Investment activities at this block are designated for 
the construction of hotels, parks and other touristic 
installations.

Second: It is not allowed for any body to make use of 
the lands located within the boundaries of Aden Free 
Zone for investment activities other than what spec
ified above and in accordance with the cabinet decree 
in addition to getting a permit from the 
Administrative Board of the General Authority for 
Free Trade Zones.

Third: Interested investors at the specified blocks are 
kindly requested to apply to the office of the General 
Authority for Free Trade Zone for completing the 
required legal procedures.

LANDS RESERVED FOR THE FREE ZONE

SECTOR LAND USING AREA(HA)

1 A Expansion of Aden sea port 59
2 B Expansion of warehousing facilities 9

3 c Aden containers Terminal 2900
4 D Warehousing facilities 95
5 E Expansion of airport traffic 50
6 F Expansion of air cargo Village 198
7 G Airport Related Industry 30
8 H Expand Economical Activities 284

SECTOR LAND USING AREA(HA)

9 I Expansion of Aden facilities 1469

10 J Light Industrial Activities 3340

11 K Planned Future Airport 2770

12 L Heavy Industry 14000

13 M Expansion of L/A Refinery Port 2200
14 N Petrochemical Industry 910
15 O Tourism 4000
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AIDS.... Silence Should be Broken & 
Consequences Should be Spoken Out

Ismaeel Al-Gabery
Yemen Times

A
IDS is the last phase of 
infection of HIV. The 
word AIDS is an abbre
viation of Acquired 
Immune Deficiency 

Syndrome. HIV is the virus causing 
AIDS, the ever dangerous disease. If 
such a virus enters the body it starts 
destroying the immune system gradu
ally. Consequently, an infected person 
won't be able to resist any bacteria or 
virus that may affect his body. The 
most common places of HIV infection 
can be found in Africa. An annual 
report is being issued pertaining to this 
issue emphasizing the hazards of this 
disease and ways of protection. The 
virus is transferred through the sexual 
intercourse in all its forms, through 
blood transfer, surgical instruments, 
toothbrush, etc. Also those also who 
take narcotics and drugs are exposed 
to AIDS. In Yemen the flow of 
refugees has become manifold. What 
adds fuel to the flame is that our coun
try has received a huge number of 
refugees to its territories without con

ducting medical examinations. As a 
matter of fact these people contact 
with the Yemeni people in different 
neighborhoods in Yemeni cities in 
general and in the capital, Sana'a in 
particular, and work in different insti
tutions and houses without even giving 
the health investigations an order to 
prove that they are free from infected 
diseases such as AIDS. People in 
Yemen should know what steps must 
be taken to address the virus and come 
up with a comprehensive program that 
can be supported from both the nation
al authorities as well as the interna
tional community. As Yemenis, we 
have to cooperate with concerned 
bodies in order to take the following 
steps to get rid of this fatal disease, or 
at least to take part in overcoming the 
disease through:
• Making sure of the health investiga
tions for tourists and outsiders.
• Disseminating public awareness has 
become very crucial now to hinder the 
potential explosion of the disease. 
People in Yemen are lacking knowl
edge about modes of transmitting the 
disease. Most of them still believe that 
living or shaking hands with the

infected people will transmit the virus 
to them. They hold the opinion that 
infected people should be isolated or 
even killed. Physicians themselves 
refuse to treat these people with the 
exception of a select few. Public 
awareness is of a pivotal role now. It 
lets people know that there is no rea
son to isolate or ignore these people; 
they can be treated like other ill peo
ple. They need respect and compas
sion.
• Conducting nationwide surveys in 
order to know the origin of the disease
• Getting rid of all kinds of addiction.
• Strengthening the capacity of health 
education among school teachers in 
order to equip students with knowl
edge on how people should be hygiene 
conscious, how people can become 
infected with diseases including hepa
titis, HIV/AIDS
The Yemeni political leadership has to 
break the silence and speak out the 
problem instead of dealing with it as a 
national secretive security issue that 
should not be discussed in a transpar
ent manner. This will help reveal the 
magnitude of the virus so as a national 
policy is made to control the disease.

Spot Light
Health Status of People in Yemen

T
he health status of people 
in Yemen is generally 
poor. With the exception 
of higher income groups 
in major urban areas, the 

population still suffers from high 
morbidity and mortality rates. 
Although accurate data on specific 
disease prevalence are not available, 
limited surveys suggests that the 
country has only entered the first state 
of epidemiological transition. At this 
stage, mothers and small children are 
especially at risk while older children 
and the adult population suffer form a

variety of infectious diseases that 
impair their well-being and undermine 
labor productivity.
Present information indicates a 
maternal mortality rate of about 9 to 
14 per 1,000 live births, an infant 
mortality rate of 80, and an under 5 
mortality of 130 per 1,000 live births. 
These rates would be similar to those 
in many other LDCs, with maternal 
mortality higher than the average in 
LDCs, and infant and under 5 
mortality somewhat lower.
Maternal mortality in Yemen is one of 
the highest in the world. With an

average fertility rate 6 live births per 
woman, the cumulative risk of 
mothers dying during childbirth is 5 to 
11 percent. Leading causes are 
complications during pregnancy, 
childbirth and puerperium as well as 
anemia malnutrition, tetanus infection 
and other endemic diseases (e.g. 
malaria). Still birth rates which are 
indicative of the health of mothers, are 
also high. Moreover, pregnancies are 
frequently followed by maternal 
morbidity caused mainly by vaginal 
fistula, ruptured uterus from neglected 
obstructed labor, and pelvic 
inflammatory diseases. Other causes 
are child bearing at a young age, short 
birth intervals, poor pre- and post
natal care, and unhygienic 
environment during delivery.

Biodiversity in Yemen
T

he geographical position 
of Yemen and the diverse 
topographical features 
have given rise to differ
ent ecosystem types 

endowing rise to different ecosystem 
types endowing the country with high 
level of Biodiversity.
Thus we find that the flora of Yemen 
is mixture of the east African high 
lands, Sahara Arabian regions, the 
Mediterranean regions as well as its 
own endemic Flora. The main natural 
habitats and vegetation areas in 
Yemen can be Summarized. Coasted: 
Coastal plains low Altitude 
Mountains. High altitude mountain 
high land plains. Eastern/ northeast 
mountains eastern desert, Socatra 
island. Over 3000 plant species can be 
found on the main land of Yemen and 
about 10% of them are endemic. It’s 
important to note the majority of 
endemic in Yemen is associated with 
mountain areas that provide a rich 
variety of ecological niches and offer 
a degree of Environment stability dur
ing periods of climatic changes. As 
would be expected a number of plat 
species are traditionally used for dif
ferent purposes in Yemen:
Medicinal and aromatic: Medicinal 
and aromatic plants play traditionally 
an important role in the lives of most 
Yemenis who use them as traditional 
remedies to cure diseases e.g. on the 
country side. They also use them as 
cosmetic condiments coloring and fla
voring agents.
Bowsing and grazing: such plants 
include a large number of trees, grass
es and weeds that are important to cat
tle, sheep and goats.
Wood for fuel, most commonly uti
lizes Acacia spp. Ficus spp ...etc. 
Timber for construction.
Sand stabilization: some trees and 
shrubs are used for sand stabilization 
in windy dry areas status of fauna: 
Yemen has a rich and diverse terrestri
al fauna because of the wide rung of 
habitats in the country of three major 
bio-geographic regions the palearctic 
afrotropical and oriental regions.

Yemen has recorded land animal 
species are relatively large species 
which are rare in other parts of Arabia 
such as the Idmi or Arabian Mountain 
Gazelle Ibex, Baboon, Arabian Red 
Fox sand Fax, Blandford’s Fox, 
striped Hyena, Arabian wolf, Jackal, 
Arabian leopard and possibly the 
cheetah. Yemen is also very rich bird 
life with more than 363 species thus 
for recorded representing 18 orders, 
61 families and 177 genre. It is home 
to a large number of species that are 
epidemic to southwest Arabia. For a 
country to be so richly endowed with 
endemic birds adds greatly to its inter
national significance. With the excep
tion of the Arabian Golden sparrow all 
endemic species occur in the high
lands. The demise of the terracing sys
tems could adversely affect several of 
the endemic as a result of soil erosion 
and loss of trees. Threats to terrestrial 
Biodiversity of Yemen.

A) Threats to Flora:
Yemen’s vegetation cover is being 
drastically reduces by a rapid degrada
tion of the Environment through 
human in pact and global phenomena 
such as increased temperature, 
reduced rainfall through deforestation 
at the African mainland. It’s believed 
that drought and desertification threat
ens 90% the land area and are attrib
uted to following causes:
Excessive mechanical cultivation for 
agriculture, urbanization, infrastruc
ture building roads.
Poor agricultural practices “Use of 
herbicides"
Over cutting of trees for firewood tim
ber and charcoal.
Over grazing and over browsing of all 
classes of livestock.
Expansion of housing in and around 
cities Villages.
Wind erosion and sand dune 
encroachment.
Soil salinization due to excessive irri
gation.

B) threats to fauna
The treats to the terrestrial fauna of

Yemen are similar to those faced by 
animals in most countries of the mid
dle East region and include:
1-Loss of habitual through degrada
tion of local vegetation.
2-over hunting of mammals and birds 
as a result of the proliferation of 
firearms and lack of enforceable hunt
ing legislation.
3-construction of roads that open the 
way for destruction of distant areas.
4-increased construction of houses.

C) threats to the quantity and qual
ity of freshwater:
1 -over use and hence depletion of 
water source.
2-degradation of wet land ecosystem.
3-improper and excessive application 
of poisonous pesticides.
4-excessive use of chemical fertiliz
ers.
5-contamination of ecosystems with 
untreated human sewage.

Recommendation:
1-establishment and managing pro
tected areas including Trans-boundary 
reserves with neighboring countries.
2-Raising public awareness of the 
value of protected area and biodiversi
ty.
3-preparing and implementing appro
priate places legislations for biodiver
sity conservation and management.
4-Developing and implementing 
appropriate rang management prac
tices.
5-Reviving traditional resource man
agement systems.
6-providing training for Government 
MGO’s and community groups in nat
ural resource and protected area man
agement.

The main environmental problems 
in Yemen are:
• Increase the population density.
• Depletion of ground water 

resource.
• Desertification.
• Marine pollution.
•Continuous destruction of 

Biodiversity
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Immigrant Musicians and Their Influence 
on Neighboring Countries

Saleh Abdulbaqi 
Cultural Editor 
Yemen Times

A
 lot of Yemeni immi

grant singers have con
tributed to the spread 
and popularity of 
Yemeni songs outside 

the country.
While under the yoke of colonization 
and tyrant region of Immaites 
Yemenis sailed in pursuit of a better 
life. They reached the Gulf, Africa and 
India. It was no wonder for Yemenis to 
flock to India as it was the country of 
beauty, arts, music, etc. A good num
ber of poets, singers, musicians came

here seeking more knowledge and 
fame.
Yahia Omar, a poet who lived in the 
19th century, was among those who 
settled and married in India. Robert S., 
a British orientalist, wrote about Yahia 
Omar that he lived in Hiderabad and 
he could speak Urdu. This may be 
clear in his use of Urdu words in some 
of his poems. A great part of his songs 
were recorded by different local and 
foreign records companies. Others 
were published by some orientalists 
and scholars.
The names of cities, seaports, tradi
tions that occur in his poems indicate 
that the poet spent part of his life in 
the Gulf countries. However, most of 
his poetics were written while he was 
in India. Mohammed b. Fares (1895 - 

1947), a Bahraini singer who was 
known as the father of the Gulf voices 
helped popularized his songs in the 
Gulf in general and Bahrain in partic
ular.
Bamatraf, a renowned Yemeni histori
an mentioned another towering exam
ples of Yemeni musician immigrants, 
Abdullah Mohammed Al-Faraj, who 
was born and died in Kuwait (1251- 
1319 Hijirah). He was brought up in 
India where he loved music and mas
tered it. He composed for many 
Kuwaiti and Bahraini singers. After he 
returned to Kuwait, he studied some 
of song patterns there and in the Gulf 
which led to new developments in the 
Gulf music. Most of the new tunes he 
composed were somewhat influenced 
by the Indian music. This can be clear

ly shown in 'Malik Al-Gharam' and 
some other songs that are still popular 
in the Gulf.
The Bahraini researcher Mubarek Al- 
Amari wrote that Al-Faraj combined 
the Gulf tunes with the Indian and 
Adani ones to produce unique 
melodies that he called the Kuwaiti 
style. He also created new scales and 
tunes that he borrowed from the 
Indian music.
The musical heritage depends greatly 
on how musicians and singers can 
protect it, otherwise, none of the 
nations will have artistic heritage. It is 
the connections among singers and 
poets, and their travels, that helped 
Yemeni music and poetry have its 
influence on many artistic aspects in 
the Gulf countries.

Folk Dance... A Reflection of The Day-to-Day Life

E
very Yemeni folk dance 
has its own flavor. Even if 
they seem to be similar to 
one another, the instru
ments used and the 

ground music are different.
Different kinds of dance prospered in 
Aden. The good number of foreign 
communities who settled in Aden 
helped contribute to the variety of 
dances in this beautiful city. It is said 
that some of the folk dances are a mix
ture of Indian, Somali, etc. flavors.
People of Wadi Hadhramaut recognize 
about 46 dances all over the gover
norate. The great number of dances 
may, to some extent, be attributed to 
the vastness of the city. Mirikoz, Sahrh 
Addan, Sharh Azzarbadi, Al-Hinaa, 
Baraa, are some of those popular 
dances in the city.
However, there is a number of dances 
which are no longer practiced such as 
those expressing the life and work of 
fishermen. These vanished dances date 

back to the pre-Islamic period, when 
Yemenis worshiped many Gods. One 
of these dances is called 'Assuban', 
which, in fact, was the name of the 
God of the Sea.
In Shabwa, dances vary as the topo
graphic relief of the city. Some kinds 
of dance are confined to those inhabit
ing the mountains, while others are 
practiced by inhabitants of the coast. 
Some dances are related to occasions 
such as wars. One of these is 
'Assakrah'.
Despite the modern aspects of technol
ogy, all folk dances are still performed 
in the company of primitive tools such 
as drums and pipes.
In Al-Maharah, there are some dances 
which are performed by a single 
dancer and others which are performed 
by more than one. Similar dances are 
performed elsewhere in the neighbor
hood but names are different.
There are many dances in which both 
men and women together dance to the 

beats of drums, specially in happy 
occasions such as wedding cere
monies.
All kinds of dance in Yemen seem to 

be a reflection of the day-to-day life or 
the surroundings. This may explain the 
secret of the continuation of these 
kinds of dances until the present time.

CULTURAL NEWS
Internet Cafe s to Block Porno-sites 
As to protect the Yemeni youth's 
morals, the Ministry of Culture has 
recently instructed Internet Cafes to 
block pornographic sites.
Some Cafes have already installed 
special filter programs to block such 
sites.

Hadhrani, Al-Fuseil and Al- 
Maqrami Honored
In a ceremony held on September 18, 
2001, the Al-Afif Establishment hon
ored Ibrahim Al-Hadhrani, 
Mohammed Abdullah Al-Fuseil and

Husein Al-Maqrami. The event came 
in recognition of their contributions to 
the literary movement in Yemen.

Al-Beihani Back Home
After years of studying abroad, TV 
director, Mohammed Hassan Al- 
Beihani came back home to work for 
Yemen's TV Chancel 2. Al-Beihani 
has directed tens of Yemeni songs by 
great Yemeni singers. As far as the 
current time is concerned, he said that 
he would be working on a number of 
entertainment programs to be shown 
in Ramadhan.

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

The Yemen Family Health and Family Planning Program 
(FHFP 1 Program) is a Program of the Ministry of Public 
Health & Population and is financed by the German 
Government through Kreditanstalt Fur Wiederaufbau 
(KFW) and is managed by The Futures Group International 
(FUTURES) in corporation with EPOS Health Consultant.

The Yemen FHFP 1 Program is looking for an experienced 
administrator to be recruited for immediate employment to fill 
the full-time post of Program Administrator. The potential 
candidate must have accounting ad management skills and 
experience of 10 years. The primary responsibility of the 
Program Administrator will be to manage financial, 
administrative, personnel and contracting responsibilities of the 
Program. The program administrator will be supported by 
corporate administrative and contract personnel and will report 
to the Yemen FHFP 1 Team Leader. The salary & benefits are 
commensurate with Education & Experience.

C.V.’s can be sent to the following address no later than 4:30 pm 
on Sunday 30th September 2001. Only Yemeni nationals need 
apply.

Yemen FHFP 1 Program
24m Street, Haddah, Sana’a.
Tel.: 413696 - 413697
Fax: 413698

Request for Price Quotations for 
Pharmaceutical Grade Packing Materials

The Yemen Family Health & Family Planning (FHFP 1) program is a program of the Ministry of Public Health & Population and is 
financed by the German Government through Kreditanstalt Fur Weideraufbau (KFW) and is managed by The Futures Group 
International (FUTURES) in corporation with EPOS Health Consultant.

Printing Presses in Yemen with in-house graphic design capabilities are requested to submit competitive price quotation for printed 
pharmaceutical grade packaging materials as per approved product designs. Delivery period, delivery time schedule, payment terms and statement 
of technical capability must be included with the price quotation. Technical specifications and designs can be obtained from the Program office 
as of Monday 24th September 2001.

Quotations are to be delivered to the FHFP 1 Program office between 8:30 & 4:30 no later than 4:30 on Sunday 7th October 2001, otherwise the 
offer will not be accepted.

The FHFP 1 Program reserves the right to choose any bidder and not necessarily the cheapest bidder. The selection criteria is dependent upon the 
compliance with the specification, technical capability, delivery time & schedule, price and payment terms. Only bidders quoting on all items will 
be considered in the evaluation.

Yemen FHFP 1 Program,
24m Street, Haddah.
Tel.: 413696/413697
Fax: 413698

INVITATION FOR BID
To: All building contractors class 3 and above with renewed licence 

valid for the year 2001.

1. The Embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Sana'a invites eligible contractors for 
class 3 who would be financially and technically capable to furnish the necessary material, labour and 
equipment to undertake the maintenance work of the Ethiopian Embassy building at Aden.

2. The complete set of bidding documents can be purchased as of October 1, 2001 on submission of 
written application to the Embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Sana’a for a non- 
refundable fee of US$100 or its equivalent in freely convertible currency, for each set.

3. Bidders may obtain further information at the same address below.
4. Bids should be submitted in was-sealed envelope before or on the closing date October 31, 2001 at 

12:00 hours local time at the following address:-

Embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 
P. O. Box 234 
Telephone 20-88-33 or 21-12-08
Fax 21-37-80
Sana’a Yemen

5. All bids must be accompanied by a bid security f 2% of the bid amount in the form of a certified check 
from the bank acceptable by the Embassy of Ethiopia, Sana’a.

6. Bids will be opened on November 24, 2001 at 10:00 a.m. hours local time in the presence of the 
bidders or their legal representatives at the following address:-

Embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 
P. O. Box 234 
Telephone 20-88-33 or 21-12-08
Fax 21-37-80
Sana 'a Yemen

7. Bidders are requested to fill all the necessary details in the schedules.
8. The employer reserves the right to reject any or all bids.
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I. What to Say

A Memorable Milestone
Marwan, Bassam, Hisham, Hayaf: Good morning 

doctor.
Dr. S.: Good Morning.
Marwan: We have come to congratulate you on the 

auspicious occasion of completion of 100th 
issue of ’Improve you English’. It calls for a 
celebration.

Dr. S.: It’s you who deserve to be felicitated. It’s your 
enthusiastic response which enabled the infant 
column crawl and then stand on its feet.

Bassam: The column fulfdled a long felt need of the 
English thirsty student community in Yemen. 
We find it very useful. In fact, most of us 
subscribe to the paper because of this column.

Hisham: It gives us profit and pleasure. In the first 
place, the lesson helps us in enrichment of our 
competence in English and ‘Youth Forum’ 
gives us a forum for creative expression. When 
we see our names in print, it is a joy not only 
for us, but our family members and the circle 
of friends.

Dr. S.: It’s so gratifying to know that the purpose for 
which it was launched is attained to some 
extent. Still we have miles to go and cross 
many mile stones.

Tawfeek: For us it is a story of success, a metaphor for 
innovative efforts. How did this idea originate?

Dr. S.: I mooted this idea as an experiment. To make 
the newspaper an effective tool for mass 
education. In many countries including India 
there are regular slots in newspapers for 
improving education. There is also the distance 
education programs. I wanted to combine both 
and try it out in the Yemeni context.

Hayaf: It also represents culmination of will power. If
there is strength in our will, and conviction 
coupled with determined effort, nothing is 
impossible.

Dr. S.: That's right. You have to have a strong desire 
to be creative, to do something new, beautiful 
and different. This is, as you said, is will 
power. If you possess an unconquerable will, 
you can be the master of your destiny.

Tawfeek: Please tell us something about how to develop 
‘will power’.

Dr. S.: I shall suggest three ways for building will 
power. First set your mind to achieve 
something which once seemed beyond your 
ability. Second, tell yourself that it is a 
creative, constructive, innovative and 
worthwhile piece of work. Banish from your 
mind any thought of failure in accomplishing 
it. Last but not least, make sustained efforts 
and seize every conceivable opportunity to 
reach the target. A famous Indian philosopher 
said: “Arise, awake, stop not till the goal is 
reached’. As the famous English poet Lord 
Tennyson writes:
“To strive, to seek, to find and not to yield”.

Bassam: We should fix up our goal and try hard for its 
realization. But if we fail?

Dr. S.: Never think of failure. Be bold and suggest to

yourself ‘Yes I can, and I will’. However, if 
despite best of your efforts you are 
unsuccessful, never be disheartened. It may be 
a blessing in disguise. Failure, it is said, is the 
pillar of success. Try and try again. Look 
ahead, never look back. That is my message to 
you.

All: Thanks a lot doctor.

II. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences:
1. Everything is settled between you and I.
2. Neither he nor his son completed his work.
3. Each of the three boys have a book.
4. He will has gone to Aden next week.
5. My brother has been working in this office since five 

years.

Answers to last week’s questions
1. This is a one-month course.
2. Khalid Al-Quzahy is the tallest boy in the class or is 

one of the tallest boys in the class
3. He learnt many a good poem.
4. I met many people at the fair.
5. Everyone likes the scenery of Mahweet.

III. How to express it in one word
1. Record of events in the order of their happening.
2. In order of time.
3. Arrangement of events with dates.
4. A path that involves going a long way round.
5. Line that marks out a circle.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. Use of legal trickery or false arguments: Chicanery
2. Structure for the release of smoke through the roof: 

Chimney
3. Liquid substance given to make a person unconscious: 

Chloroform
4. Group of singers: Chorus
5. Disease continuing for a long time: Chronic

IV. Do as directed
1. The headmaster sent for me.

(Make a passive construction.)
2. My friend suggested to me to leave the luggage.

(Change into direct speech.)
3. If you drop a rubber ball it....

(Complete the sentence.)
4. He asks questions in the class.

(Use ‘seldom’ in the correct place.)
5. The ball fell -— the floor.

(Supply the correct preposition.)

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. To treat the guests well is the custom of the Yemenis.
2. I was convinced that he had stolen it.
3. Last week students of Level 3 put up a play. My sister 

and I went to watch the performance.
4. In the word ‘headache’, ch is pronounced as /k/.
4. ‘Common’.

V. Words of Wisdom
“Faith is the force of life”

—Leo Tolstoy

The Education Page team: Mr. Walid Al-Saqqaf, Hisham Al-Qubti, Ramzy Alawi, Tawfeek 
Al-Sharabi and Dr. R. K. Sahu wish the readers all the very best on occasion of the 100th 
issue of the popular column “Improve your English”.

YOUTH FORUM
Yesterday, today and tomorrow

Today, I was born, only today
I think so, though my mom still denies 
And argues that they are twenty years 
Since she had met me here
But I’m sure, for me, this is my first 

day

Yesterday, how did I spend my 
yesterday

Twelve endless hours were in crying 
out

And the rest in wondering aimlessly 
about

I don’t care whether or not it has a
name

At night, a moon or even a day

To write poems means the day of my 
own birth

By its soft looks I was embraced like 
earth

When stretches hand out for sorrow 
and mirth

And calls us you should know only 
that

Minds and hearts are of so great worth

Today morning I profoundly 
contemplate

An unforgettable sonnet and words of 
dreams

So graceful lines smile and send 
gleams

Running in my soul like water in 
streams

Evening passes fast and then night 
drops so.

Before I enjoy its fragrance and its 
nice sun

As so lovely, today had come
As so quickly, alas, it also had gone
Leaving me nothing except a magic 

poem
A sweet memory there and a so sod 

hum

Tomorrow, it will be them my last day
I can see too painful tear in my 

poem’s eyes
To hear that Haifa, nobly, simply dies 
Unnoticeable, she had left anonymous 

lovers
Just as they had left and gone for 

away

To come back tomorrow and die soon 
today

Oh, my God, it’s my lonely wish now 
To see how sad he will be my beloved 
And how so happy the pretenders will 

be
Then I’ll leave for ever and rejoin my 

yesterday
Haifa Saleh Al-Hatif

4th level
Department of English

Faculty of education, Hajah

Am I there?
I kiss the sights you look at..
I kiss the ways you walk on..
I kiss everything related to you .. 
darling...
Here is my heart..
It is full of love..
That is for you..
Only for you.. not anyone else..
Believe me
And let me tell you..
What I hide inside me..
For a long time..
Let me touch your heart.
Let me feel you heart beats.
Open it.. for me darling..
Let me see the place..
I am always dreaming to be in..
Am I there?
Tell me, don’t you hear?
I don’t demand you to do anything...
But tell me,
Am I there?
Darling,
Don’t you hear!
Tell me,
I can’t bear..

Ghada Mohammed Ali Al-Harazy 
Department of English 

Faculty of Arts 
Sana’a University

Let's Learn Computer (19)

Moinul Islam
Academic Head. Aptech World Wide
Republic of Yemen
E mail : moinuli@aptech.ac.in

INTERNET — Domain Name Server

S
o far, we learned about the 
role of ISP, IP address etc. 
in connecting to the 
Internet. We have also 
seen that in order to get 

the information and other services 
available on the Internet we need to 
connect to one of the websites. For 
that to happen, we need to specify the 
name of the website in the desired 
location of the Browser. About the 
browser, we will talk in details later. 
For the time being let us understand 
that the browser is the software that 
we need to have in our computer as 
an interface between the Internet and 
us.
Now we see how we get connected to 
the website. Yes it is true that the ISP 
helps us to get connected to the 
Internet, but so far, as connecting to 
the Website is concerned, there is 
something else which helps us in that. 
That is known as Name Server or 
Domain Name Server, DNS in short. 
First let us see what it does exactly,

then we will see how it does so. 
When we mention the familiar name 
of the website like 
www.yementimes.com our request 
for the website gets transferred to the 
ISP (Internet Service Provider). Once 
it reaches the ISP, it becomes the job 
of the ISP to locate the Website and 
connect to that. But I hope you 
remember that all the computers 
following the TCP/IP protocol for 
communication have a unique 
address, known as the IP address used 
to connect to each other. Also we 
know that the computers connected to 
the Internet must follow TCP/IP 
protocol for communication 
purposes.
So when the familiar name of the 
website, requested for by the client, 
reaches the ISP, the ISP contacts 
some computers for the 
corresponding IP address because the 
ISP’s computer can not locate the 
computer containing the requested 
website by its name. Those

computers that help the ISP in getting 
the IP address of the computer 
containing the website are known as 
Domain Name Server or DNS. Now 
you may ask how come the DNS 
knows the IP address of the website? 
That we will see while discussing the 
registration process of the Websites 
later. For the time being, it will 
suffice to know that DNS computers 
maintain the list of all the websites 
and their corresponding IP addresses 
like a yellow page or telephone 
directory containing the telephone 
numbers and names of the owners. 
On the request from ISP, DNS locates 
the IP address of the computer and 
passes on that information to the ISP. 
Once the ISP gets the IP address, it 
can connect to that computer 
following the TCP/IP protocols and 
procedures.
Now with this much of information, 
we can again summaries the process 
of connectivity in the following 
diagram.

DNS Provides IP’s for the requested 
websites

Is Money Everything in Life?
Aisha Mohammed Ali Moudah 
Fourth Level
College of Education, Mahweet

L
ife in the past was very 
simple. The one who 
wanted clothes took some 
wheat from his farm and 
got it exchanged with the

merchant for clothes. And one who 
wanted maize could have an egg 
exchanged for maize. So it was like 
this, this exchange something for 
another. But if you think nowadays of 
doing like the same you would be dull 
in the eyes of other people.
Today there is the nerve of life. The 
power of life is the energy which con
trols all the world. The thing which 
may make some people walk on their 
head, can make the down up and up 
down, it the money power.
Every day in the street, in the market in

the house and from the mouth of little 
children I hear this word, money. Day 
by day, people are finding themselves 
dive into the ocean bed of money. Yes 
I'm with him who said “If the poverty 
were a man I’d kill him,” because the 
taste of rich life is different from the 
taste of poverty. There is a big valley 
separating them. No one can say I’m 
happy without money and no one can 
also say I’m happy because of money. 
Money is important in one’s life. But 
this doesn’t mean that money is the 
final goal of life. If we say that, this 
means we are living in a forest where 
only the strongest can live.
Life is a mission to achieve something 
higher, more honorable. The real con
tribution which you can make to your
self, to your society is not by your 
pocket but by your mind, your works 
and your active innovation.
So we are here not only for collecting

money, no. Money is only ‘a means to 
an end in life and not the end in itself’. 
So you don’t need to kill someone, 
engage in warfare, destroy, hurt for 
nothing. Rather strive for something 
while which can be achieved by you. 
You need to think deeply abut it and act 
accordingly.
Is it wisdom to let breathlessly follow 
money as your goal, or to say no life 
without money? Of course not, you can 
live with a piece of bread and a glass of 
water. Our creator will not let us die for 
hunger.
Finally I want to say that although 
money is the beauty of life and should
n't be the substitute for morality, 
friendship, kindness and love. The 
main thing is to have a good heart, a 
simple smile and the real happiness.
So I’m rich without money because 
satisfaction is the real cream of rich
ness.

100th Lesson of ‘Improve Your English’
Invitation for Readers’ Suggestions

Dear friends,
‘Improve your English’ has been with you for almost two years. It has been very kindly received by all of you. The 
lesson in this issue is the 100th one. We are delighted to tell you that your column ‘Improve Your English' was 
able to sustain itself to complete the 100th edition successfully and without interruption.
That is indeed a significant milestone for all of us, not only for Yemen Times. We are planning to publish the 
captions of all lessons on a coming edition of this column for your reference. We also would like to modify the 
format of the lesson, keeping in view the needs of our readers, so as to make it an efficient classroom countrywide 
and a forum for participatory learning.
May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your support and patronage to our humble endeavor and invite 
your views, comments and suggestions for the proposed modification.
Please send these by post or email these to ramakanta sahu@ 123india.com or yementimes@y.net.ye

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu

mailto:ramakanta_sahu@123india.com
mailto:moinuli@aptech.ac.in
http://www.yementimes.com
123india.com
mailto:yementimes@v.net.ye
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Book Review

“Travels with a Tangerine”
A Journey in the Footnotes of Ibn Battutah

Reviewed by 
Karen Dabrowska

T
im Mackintosh-Smith, 
who has made the Yemeni 
capital his home during 
the past seventeen years, 
first encountered Ibn 

Battutah in the Greater Yemen book
shop in Sana'a.
"I wasn't looking for him: it was a 

.chance encounter - better, as the saying 
goes, than a thousand appointments". 
This chance encounter prompted a 
journey which followed in Battutah's 
footsteps.
Ibn Battutah, the greatest traveller of 
the pre-mechanical age, set out in 1325 
from his native Tangier on the pilgrim
age to Mecca. By the time he returned 
twenty-nine years later, he had visited 
most of the known world, travelling 
three times the distance Marco Polo 
allegedly covered. Spiritual backpack
er, tireless social climber, temporary 
hermit and failed ambassador, he 
braved brigands and his own preju
dices. The outcome was a monumental 
book on The Wonders of Wandering 
and the Marvels of Metropolises - in 
short, The Travels.
Captivated by this inquisitive, indefati
gable man, Tim Mackintosh-Smith, in 
the tradition of earlier Arab authors, set 
out to write a dhyal to his book - a 'tail', 
or continuation of the original train of 
writing. Travels with a Tangerine fol
lows the first stage of the Moroccan's 
eccentric journey, from Tangier to 
Constantinople. Destinations include 
an Assasin castle in Syria, the Kuria 
Muria Islands in the Arabian Sea and 
some of the greatest cities of medieval 
Islam. Mackintosh-Smith travels both 
in Ibn Battutah's footsteps and in the 
footnotes of his text, rooting out mem
orabilia of the man and his age - buffa
lo-milk puddings, a Crimean minaret, 
dancing dervishes and the scions of 

defunct 
dynasties.
In the hotel Ibn Battutah in Tangier, 
Mackintosh-Smith was confronted 
with a photo of Battutah in the tele
phone longue and protested that it is 
photograph.
"Yes. A very old photograph".
"And he is smoking a water-pipe".
"Ah, IB knew that water-pipes are 
healthier than cigarettes".
"But tobacco came from America and 
photography was only invented a hun
dred and fifty years ago”.
"IB", said the receptionist, with unan
swerable finality, " was a very great 
traveller".
Not having done too well with the pho
tograph, Mackintosh-Smith wondered 
if the hotel's restaurant did a pizza IB: 
the dough would be made from 
Luristan acorn flour: Dalmietta buffalo 
cheese would take the place of 
mozarella: it would be topped by flakes 
of South Arabian dried shark and 
coarse-ground Malabar pepper and 
presented on a platter of Omani banana 
leaves. But the chef had not risen to the 
challenge!.
After his initial disappointments, 
Mackintosh-Smith made it to Ibn 
Battutah's tomb: the interior walls were 
painted pink and decorated with a sil
ver arabesque frieze. Qur'ans rested on 
the shelves, and around the walls hung 
strings of giant prayer beads. The tomb 
itself was covered in an embroidered 
black pall sheathed in transparent plas
tic, like upholstery of a brand-new 
car".
Ibn Battutah was part of a long tradi
tion of Maghrebi travel writers who 
probably read Ibn Jubayr before leav
ing Tangier at the age of 21. 
Mackintosh-Smith speculates that one 
passage would probably have stuck in 
his mind: "If you are a son of this 
Maghreb of ours and wish for success, 
then head for the land of the east. 

Forsake your homeland in pursuit of 
knowledge... The door to the east lies 
open: O you who strive after learning, 
enter it with a glad greeting! Seize the 
chance of freedom from the cares of 
the world before family and children 
ensnare you, before the day comes 
when you gnash your teeth in regret for 
the time that is gone".
Egypt, Alexandria, to be exact, was the 
next stop. "Six hundred and seventy- 
one years, five months and three days 
after IB, I walked along Lotetree Gate 
Street, by which travellers from the 
Maghreb entered Alexandria", 
Mackintosh-Smith recalls. "She is a 
unique pearl of growing opalescence, a 
secluded maiden, arrayed in her bridal 
adornments, glorious in her surpassing 
beauty".
IB, or more likely his editor, was noth
ing is not flattering. Alexandria was, 
even then, of a certain age. Now she is 
a very old lady, indeed, an empress 
exiled to a tenement who hardly dares 
to recall the days when Mark Anthony 
came to dinner".
In Cairo it was the time of the Mawlid, 
or festival of al-Husayn, commemorat
ing the Prophet's grandson, killed in 
681 at Kerbala. in Iraq. The body of the 
greatest Islamic martyr stayed where it 
was: his head, however, worked its 
way westward with long stopovers in 
Damascus and Ascalon, until it arrived 
in Cairo.
There are also philosophical discus
sions including those about a certain 
king of the Caucasus mentioned by the 
geographer Ibn Rustah. He prayed on 
Fridays with the Muslims, on 
Saturdays with the Jews and on 
Sundays with the Christians. "Since 
each religion claims that it is the only 
true one and that the others are 
invalid", the king explained, "I have 
decided to hedge my bets". The farmer 
laughed. "I suppose it's alright if you' 
re a king and don't have to work. But 

what about the rest of us.
We can't afford to spend half the week 
praying".
After debating the merits of orthodox 
religions Mackintosh-Smith moves to 
the world of the supernatural and in 
Dofar visits Khawr Ruri, the spooky 
lagoon where witches park their hye
nas. He then leaves the Arabophone 
world and moves on to Turkey. 
“Mediterranean Turkey was doubly 
foreign. I seemed to have entered one 
where they spoke an entirely different 
cultural language - a sort of Euro
Teutonic. Most of the tourists in 
Alanya were Germans but even some 
Turkish visitors affected rimless spec
tacles and gemutlich lapdogs. 
Sauerkraut was served with every
thing; every other building seemed to 
be a disco. One night club, the 
Whiskey Go Go, offered ‘Sex on the 
Beach’. To be fair, it was not an activi
ty but a pop group; but it seemed to 
sum up the ineffable crassitude of the 
place. Where was the Alanya of IB? 
Gone.”
Feeling lost, linguistically, culturally 
and temporally an encounter with 
Israelis who were born to Yemeni par
ents was most welcome. It took place 
in a hotel restaurant when Mackintosh- 
Smith used the Arabic of Sana’a (Ya 
Izzay!) to summon the waiter and two 
men on the next table turned and stared 
at him as if he was the risen Lazarus. 
The Israelis had been born in Tel Aviv 
to Yemeni parents: Yirham’s came 
from a town towards Aden, Reuben’s 
from a village near Sana’a.
“When my great-grandmother died”, 
said Yirham, “ she was a hundred and 
five. And her last words were, “I want 
to go back to Yemen.”
“We’re always saying that”, Reuben 
added. “Life isn’t easy. We Orientals 
don’t get on with the Shiknaz, the 
Ashkenazis. And Tel Aviv is all rush. A 
hundred times worse than London.

Yemen, we remember something 
unhurried. All that sitting around, 
telling stories, chewing qat. Reuben 
excused himself. He returned with a 
damp towel. “Israeli qat”, he 
announced.
The next stop was Crimea and a deter
mination to find IB’s church. The only 
possible candidate was the eleventh
century St John the Baptist, where 
Battutah found “ on one of the walls 
the figure of an Arab man wearing a 
turban, girt with a sword, and carrying 
a spear in his hand”.
Constantinople was the last stop. 
Another interesting character, Jamal, 
with a passion for kung fu, appeared. 
He explained how he was in prison in 
Algeria and tortured because he was a 
Muslim, with a beard. Now he was a 
Muslim without a beard.
“If I get to Belgrade, I’ll cross from

there to Italy and from Italy to France, 
inshaallah. I’ve got a diploma in ani
mal health and I want to carry on 
studying, get a degree”.
“He had successfully repackaged him
self’, Mackintosh-Smith observed. 
“That. I suppose, was what it was all 
about: repackaging. You have a beard, 
you get tortured: you have an Algerian 
passport, you only get a return [ticket 
to a European country]. Rules of the 
ancients!”.
There are no ghosts in Islam: but some
times, as the great Islamic scholar al- 
Jaziz said, "a book can haunt you like a 
shadow" - even 650 years after it was 
written. Mackintosh-Smith was a vic
tim of this haunting and has made a 
significant contribution to travel litera
ture: Travels a Tangerine not only 
describes but seeks to understand and 
interpret.
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Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

D
evelopments resulting 
from kamikaze-style 
stunning attacks on 
World Trade Centre in 
New York and the

Pentagon in Washington on 11 
September 2001 have been capturing 
the major headlines of local press in 
Yemen as well as articles and com
mentaries published in various 
Yemeni newspapers, official, party 
organs and independent ones. This 
week's edition of Press Scanner will 
be devoted to reviewing comments 
and analyzes on those events and 
their worldwide developments con
tained in articles published in local 
newspapers of this week.

Review of the main news headlines 
capturing front pages of Yemeni 
local press.

• America Looks for Regional Cover 
for Undeclared Operations

• Precautionary Closure of Al-Imman 
University

• YSP Condemns Terrorism, Calls for 
Confuting Hatred, Fomenting 
Against Arabs & Muslims

• U.S. Events Hit Tourism in Yemen
• War on Terrorism Imminent
• UN Security Council Calls on 

Taliban Handover Bin Laden 
Immediately

• Yemen, Syria Confirm Refusal of 
Linking Terrorism to Islam and 
Arabs

• U.S. Defense Secretary Hints 
Involvement of more than One coun
try in Bloody Tuesday Events

• Bush Declares it Crusade War, 
Zionist Movement Prime 
Beneficiary

• America Seeks Yemen's Cooperation 
in Disclosing Secrets of Tuesday's 
Attacks

• RAY Party Condemns Attacks on 
WTC, Pentagon

• 4000 Jewish Employees at WTC 
Stayed Away on Tuesday's Events

• Foreign Minister: Yemen to Offer all 
Information it Has.

Ath-Thawri weekly, 
organ of the YSP 20 
September 2001

The newspaper's editorial comments 
on Tuesday's attacks in New York and 
Washington and says that confronting 
currents of violence has to overstep the 
states of passionate commotion and 
vengeance tendency to a degree pro
viding decision-makers with an oppor
tunity to see the scene from different 
angles and dimensions. This would 
force Washington and the industrial
ized world to study the environment 
incubating terrorism and define its 
roots and to come forward with a com
prehensive economic, developmental 
and political project to help those peo
ples come out from their crisis and 

solve their compound problems. Such 
problems are represented in ways of 
strengthening the economy, putting an 
end to plundering of wealths, improve
ment of income level, elimination of 
unemployment and putting pressure for 
reformation of political systems' infra
structures and broadening of the social 
base of rule. Betting on the use of 
force, in its absolute concept, in its 
ability to achieve political goals as 
aimed at by Washington is something 
skeptical. These suspicions would be 
futile when the war is waged on 
obscure organizations the American 
intelligence apparatuses, and those 
allied with it, have but little informa
tion about.
The editorial further mentions that if 
America has defined its target in 
Afghanistan, it has no doubt invoked 
by now its previous unsuccessful 
experiments in more than one region of 
international conflicts. This would dic
tate on U.S. military policy decision
makers a state of unhurried lesson and 
not to be involved in a war of numer
ous victims with less benefits and 
objectives particularly that Washington 
fully realizes that it is fighting ghosts 
and that its interests would preferable 
targets. If the U.S. does not change its 
foreign policy and has a parallel and 
just vision towards what is going on in 
the region and the world, the situation 
would lead not only to threaten the 
American interests but rather provoke 
the Arab regimes themselves.

Al-Ayyam weekly 
19 September 2001

Ahmed Omar bin Freed has written an 
article saying that the huge debris of 
thousands of tons resulted from attack
ing the WTC in New York on 
September 11 aroused a host of ques
tions the U.S. Administration has to 
give answers to. It has to sincerely, 
realistically and with a sense of respon
sibility answer the question " why did 
that happen?", not how.
Personally I think such an answer is the 
main key to finding ways of drying up 
the sources of terrorism and suicide 
attacks. Bush administration has to be 
realistic with itself and recognize that 
the American unjust policy and rather 
biased in dealing with the Middle East 
issue is the only major cause that of 
Tuesdays explosions and it has itself 
indirectly killed thousands of people.
The author concludes that the first and 
most effective and reasonable act to be 
adopted in the process of combating 
terrorism is to remove injustice suf
fered by peoples especially of the 
Middle East region. It should be the 
strategy required from America to 
adopt in the coming stage.

Al-Wahda weekly 
19 September 2001

Columnist Hamoud Mansar says in an 
article that it seems that the call for 
establishment of an international 
alliance for combating terrorism needs 
American reconsideration and realiza
tion of certain European and Russian 
and Chinese conditions. There must 
also be some Arab and Islamic condi
tions, the most important of which is 
correcting the American idea of terror
ism and differentiation between it and 
that of resisting occupation and not to 
attach terrorism to Arabs and Islam.
Arab and Muslim decision-makers 
have to comprehend that the change
able and challenges dictate on them to 
stand courageously with themselves 
and their peoples to stave dangers off. 
They should tell America " we are with 
you in the battle against terrorism, but 
first let's agree on the concept of ter
rorism. If it is going to be a crusade 
war, as Bush has termed it, there would 
be no chance of alliance.

As-Sahwa weekly 20 
September 2001

The newspaper's editorial says that the 
American focusing on the use of force 
and naming the enemies beforehand 
may push the world forget its agonies 
and think about pains of those to be 
America's victims.
The editorial maintains that certain 
points should be remembered:
- the U.S. voicing if accusation before 
removing debris is repeating what hap
pened following the attack of 
Oklahoma in 1995 when the U.S. 
implemented strikes against 
Afghanistan and the Sudan, terrorizing 
their Muslim and Arab population and 
now it is leveling the same charges at 
the Arabs and Muslims and without 
clear evidence.
_passengers of attacking planes were 
from all nationalities and religions but 
the focus is attaching accusations is on 
Arabs and Muslims,
-the recent events have disclosed level 
of the Jewish role in making the 
American decision and steering media 
towards defaming the image of Islam 
and attracting sympathy towards the 
Zionist entity,
- during previous experiences there 
appeared some reasonable voices in 
Europe warning America against hasty 
reactions because that would lead to 
continuation of violence,
- tackling issues of terrorism would be 
through considering the causes and 
America's reconsideration of its inter
nal and external policies, the most out
standing of which is its complete par
tiality with Israel,
-the issue of terrorism has become an 
international one not confined to cer
tain country, race or religion and

America has to consult the world in 
taking the decision towards it and there 
should be a definition of concepts of 
terrorism, differentiating it from the 
legitimate right to defending the land 
and dignity,
- killing the innocent is not approved 
by legislations and religions and thus 
America must remember the children 
of Iraq, Libya and Sudan and not to get 
involved in again punishing the inno
cent.

Al-Jamaheer weekly, 
organ of the Arab 
Baath Socialist party, 
Syria organization, 16 

September 2001
The newspaper's chief editor writes 
saying that we are not with terrorism 
neither with rendering civilians into 
military targets because that contra
dicts our beliefs and principles.
What happened in America is a natural 
outcome of the rule that terrorism 
breeds but terrorism. America's prac
tices all over the world have clearly 
depicted a number of inhumane stands 
characterized by a hostile tendency 
towards peoples especially the stand 
towards the Palestinian cause and sid
ing with the Zionist entity, terrorism 
against the people of Iraq, Sudan and 
Libya, in addition to other peoples of 
the world. America's endeavor to 
invest globalization under the interna
tional imbalance to impoverish coun
tries and control their economies has 
created many human accumulations 
and various reactions reflected by a 
number of acts targeting American 
interests. These reactions cannot be 
confined to a certain area or religion or 
a certain group because they entertain 
the characteristic of comprehensive
ness and civilization conflict aimed at 
effecting balance in the world.

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 18 
September 200

Columnist Ali Al-Saqqaf has said that 
attacks on the WTC in New York city 
and the Pentagon in Washington are 
still like a puzzle difficult to solve. If 
astonishment resulting from the shock 
has subsided a little there should be a 
re-arrangement of questions. The ques
tion of who has been behind the attacks 
must be in the second place to open 
way for the question about the reason 
why they have been carried out. 
Whoever the perpetrator or the side 
that is behind the events and whatever 
the degree of our condemnation, there 
is certainly a motive behind them.
Whether it was the act of American 
rightist organizations, or the MOSAD 
or by Osama bin Laden, America has to 
study carefully the motive in order to 
avoid any similar catastrophe in future. 
America's interest and that of humani
ty necessitates that America should 
reconsider its calculations as a precau
tionary measure.

Al-Mithaq weekly, 
organ of General 
People's Congress party 
17 September 2001.

Columnist r Abdulaziz al-Maqalih says 
in his article that he is as sad for the 
victims of explosions that happened in 
various areas in the United States of 
America as for he victims as a result of 
daily blasts in occupied Palestine, the 
majority of whom are children, elderly 
people and women. Those blasts 
include destruction of houses, burning 
farms and indiscriminate shelling. 
Talking about my sadness for the vic
tims here and there, implicitly confirms 
a causative relationship joining the 
what happens in Palestine and that 
which took place in New York city and 
Washington. The enemy is the same, 
i.e. the Zionist terrorism. The 
American administration tries to 
exclude and rule out that despite its 
bearing the responsibility for what hap
pens in Palestine owing to its insis
tence on providing the Zionist entity 
with all lethal weapons that help it con
tinue its annihilation war against the 
Palestinian people. The stands of the 
American administration make mil
lions of people inside and outside the 
this homeland charged with indigna
tion and resentment towards this 
administration, considering it their 
prime enemy.
The author maintains that terrorism is 
condemned and rejected as it is a crime 
befalling innocent people having noth
ing to do with in what goes on behind 
the scenes of conspiracies on peoples 
and homelands. At the same time it 
could not at any rate be acceptable to 
enlist peoples' struggle and resisting 
occupation under the banner of terror
ism because in such a case it represents 
injustice.
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British Warships Through Suez Canal 

for Biggest Drills in Oman
ISMAILIA, (EGYPT)—A British fleet 
of 13 warships have all passed through 
the Suez Canal to head south for joint 
military exercises in the Gulf state of 
Oman, a Xinhua correspondent report
ed at the scene Saturday.
It is not yet known if the British war
ships will join the widely speculated 
U.S. strike against the Taliban regime 
in Afghanistan.
The fleet includes HMS Ocean heli
copter gunship carrier, Super B nuclear 
submarine and destroyer Fearless.
Five of the vessels were in the first pas
sage on Friday from the 
Mediterranean, with the rest of the 
fleet passing through the Canal by mid
day Saturday to join the planned drills 
in central Oman, the Xinhua corre
spondent said.
The British Defense Ministry 
announced in July that the military 
exercises will be staged in the middle 
of October, its ever biggest overseas 
troop deployment since the mid-1980s. 
More than 2,000 British soldiers will

take part in the two-week war games 
code named "Swift Sword II," which 
will involve a total of 38,000 troops.
Omani Deputy Chief of Staff Saud Al- 
Habsi has already confirmed the

upcoming maneuvers, saying around 
114 fighter jets and 36 warships will 
join in the joint military operations in 
the Gulf region.

—Xinhua

British warship "SIR TRISTRAM'(front) and supplying warship "OAKLEAF BARROW Alll" pass though the 
Suez Canal Saturday, September 22, 2001. A British fleet comprising of 12 warships and a submarine is head
ing for Oman to take part in a military maneuvers in October.
(Xinhua Photo/Wang Jianhua)

U.S. President Bush Meets With Chinese FM Tang Jiaxuan
WASHINGTON— U.S. President 
George W. Bush on Friday met with 
visiting Chinese Foreign Minister Tang 
Jiaxuan in the White House and the 
two sides exchanged views on China- 
U.S. relations and anti-terrorism 
issues.
During the meeting, which took place 
in the Oval Office, Tang said that 
China attaches importance to the 
development of Sino-U.S.
relations and has made great efforts in 
this respect. Tang expressed his belief 
that the summit meeting between the 
heads of states of the two countries as 
well as Bush's visit to China this fall 
will forcefully push forward China- 
U.S. relations.
Bush expressed congratulations on 
China for its imminent accession to the 
World Trade Organization. He said that 
both China and the United States are 
great powers, and his forthcoming visit 
to Beijing this fall is of major signifi
cance.
Bush said he is looking forward to 
meeting President Jiang Zemin and it is

his belief that U.S.-China relations 
will move further ahead.
Bush expressed thanks to President 
Jiang for the sympathy he offered to 
the U.S. government and the 
American people on behalf of the 
Chinese government and the Chinese 
people immediately after the terrorist 
attacks in New York and Washington 
on September 11. Bush said that the 
United States wants to strengthen 
cooperation with China and other 
countries in the struggle against 
terrorism.
U.S. National Security Advisor Dr. 
Condoleeza Rice, in a separate meet
ing with Tang in the White House on 
Friday, said that the United States 
wants to establish a strong and fruit
ful relationship with China and the 
two countries should enhance 
exchange and cooperation to promote 
peace, stability and prosperity in the 
Asia-Pacific region.
Tang arrived in Washington on 
Wednesday for a two-day visit.

—Xinhua

Chinese Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan shakes hands 
with U.S. President George W Bush during their meeting 
at White House in Washington DC Saturday, September 
22, 2001. (Xinhua Photo) (dj/lmx)

Han Seung-Soo of Republic of Korea 
Elected President of Fifty-Sixth General 

Assembly Session
UN Information Center, Sanaa—Han 
Seung-soo, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and Trade of the Republic of 
Korea, was today elected President of 
the fifty-sixth session of the United 
Nations General Assembly.
Mr. Han is also a member of his coun
try's National Assembly, to which he 
was first elected in 1988. From 1996

to 1997, he was Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Finance and Economy. 
He served as Chief of Staff to the 
President from 1994 to 1995. In 1993 
and 1994, he was the Ambassador to 
the United States and, concurrently, 
Chairman of the Council of the 
Republic of Korea Group of the Inter- 
Parliamentary Union.

Iranian President Calls for Full Alert Against Threats
TEHRAN—Iranian President
Mohammad Khatami on Saturday 
called on the armed forces to be on full 
alert in order to confront any kind of 
threat against the nation, the official 
IRNA news agency reported.
Khatami made the call here in his 
address delivered before thousands of 
armed forces gathered at the mau
soleum of Iran's late supreme religious 
leader Grand Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Musavi Khomeini.
The event took place to mark the offi
cial start of "sacred defense week," 
annual celebrations for the achieve
ments of the 1980-88 war with neigh
boring Iraq.
Khatami said that the current policy of 
the Islamic republic is based on detente 
and furtherance of relations with world 
nations on the basis of mutual respect.

But this "does not mean that we are 
unaware of numerous threats being 
launched against the Islamic 
Revolution, the Iranian nation and the 
territorial integrity of the country," he 
declared.
"Iran's geo-political and geo-strategic 
situation calls for the armed forces to 
be always vigilant against all existing 
threats," he stressed, adding that the 
armed forces are the backbone of 
power, peace, tranquility and progress 
for the country.
Meanwhile, the president also called 
for an all-out struggle against global 
terrorism, noting that Iran has been a 
major victim of terrorism over the past 
years.
The war against terrorism calls for 
global cooperation, he said, 
expressing that the Iranian nation has

always been interested in maintaining 
peace and tranquility in all parts of the 
world.
Khatami made the speech amid specu
lation about possible U.S. reprisals tar
geting neighboring Afghanistan, which 
is charged with harboring Osama bin 
Laden, the alleged primary suspect for 
the September 11 terrorist attacks on 
the United States.
Iran has condemned the terrorist 
attacks, but strongly opposed the U.S. 
reprisals against Afghanistan and has 
been worried about danger to its 
national security.
"We will never allow American air
planes to use Iranian airspace to attack 
Afghanistan," Iran's Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman Hamid Reza Asefi stated 
Thursday.

—Xinhua

Chirac, Vajpayee Call for U.N. Role in Anti-Terrorist Fight
PARIS—French President Jacques 
Chirac and Indian Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee agreed Saturday that 
the United Nations should play its role 
in the global fight against terrorism.
In a telephone conversation, Chirac 
briefed Vajpayee on his talks with U.S. 
President George W. Bush and U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan during 
his visit to Washington and New York 
last week, said sources from the French 
presidential palace L'Elysee.

Chirac also told Vajpayee about the 
decisions European heads of state and 
government made during an emer
gency summit Friday in Brussels, the 
sources said. In a strong-worded mes
sage of solidarity with the U.S. in its 
fight against terrorism, the 15 nations 
of the European Union held that a 
strong American response is legiti
mate. Meanwhile, the EU rejected 
equation of fanaticism with the Arab or 
Muslim world in general. The fight

against terrorism is not a fight of one 
state or of the West, but a fight of the 
world as a whole, said Chirac.
On his part, Vajpayee said his country 
is determined to fight against terrorism 
and supports the policy adopted by the 
Europeans, particularly in their global 
approach to the anti-terrorist fight.
"Like the European Union, India wish
es that the U.N. plays its role in this 
domain," he said.

—Xinhua

GCC FMs to Hold Meeting to Coordinate 
Stances Following Anti-U.S. Attacks

KUWAIT CITY—Foreign Ministers 
of the six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) will hold an extraordi
nary meeting on Sunday to coordinate 
their stances in the wake of the terror 
attacks in the United States.
A statement issued Saturday by GCC's 
Secretariat-General said that during the 
one-day meeting, to be held in the 
Saudi Red Sea port city of Jeddah, the 
ministers will "discuss ways to coordi
nate positions and unify efforts toward 
the current developments" following 
the attacks in New York and 
Washington and the U.S. threat to 
launch retaliatory attacks.
The extraordinary meeting, the second 
in less than two months, is "part of 
Arab efforts to contain the crisis" trig
gered by the devastating attacks, well- 
informed GCC sources told Kuwait's 
official KUNA news agency.

The ministers will review results of 
talks between Saudi Foreign Minister 
Saud Al-Faisal and the Bush adminis
tration in Washington Wednesday, and 
discuss a joint framework for assisting 
the U.S. campaign against terrorism, 
KUNA added.
The U.S. has launched a diplomatic 
drive to build a global anti-terrorism 
coalition in the wake of the attacks 
which destroyed the World Trade 
Center in New York and part of the 
Pentagon in Washington and killed 
more than 6,000 people.
GCC, a regional political and econom
ic alliance established in 1981, groups 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Emirates.
Leaders of GCC member states usual
ly meet in a summit in December every 
year and hold a consultative meeting in 
May. —Xinhua 

NATO Changes Venue for Defense 
Ministers’ Meeting

BRUSSELS—NATO has decided to 
switch its planned defense ministers' 
meeting from the Italian city Naples to 
Brussels because of security concerns 
following the terror attacks in the 
United States, Italian Premier Silvio 
Berlusconi said here Friday.
"This decision is inspired by more than 
obvious reasons," Berlusconi said after 
meeting with NATO Secretary-General 
George Robertson at the NATO head
quarters in Brussels. But a NATO 
spokesman was not immediately avail
able to confirm the switch.
Berlusconi went to NATO headquar
ters ahead of an emergency European 
Union (EU) summit meeting in 
Brussels that is intended to coordinate 
EU's response to the U.S. attacks.
Earlier this month, Italy moved the

venue for the scheduled September 26- 
27 meeting from central Naples to the 
suburb of Pozzuoli, at an isolated mili
tary academy. The move was made 
after the mayor of Naples expressed 
fears of violence in the wake of the 
protest-marred Group of Eight summit 
in Genoa this summer.
The meeting coincides with the expira
tion of NATO's mission to collect 
weapons from ethnic Albanian rebels 
in Macedonia and comes amid plans 
being considered by the EU to put 
together a military force to take its 
place. U.S. Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld was scheduled to attend the 
NATO meeting, but said Thursday he 
had canceled those plans. He said he 
might send his deputy, Paul Wolfowitz.

—Xinhua

Missiles Will not Wipe out Terrorism: 
Iranian FM

TEHRAN—Iranian Foreign Minister 
Kamal Kharazi has called for an inter
national initiative to fight terrorism, 
stressing that missiles are not a solu
tion to the crisis caused by anti-U.S. 
attacks, the official IRNA news agency 
reported Saturday.
"An international initiative is the only 
way to declare war on terrorism, " 
Kharazi said in an interview with the 
German weekly Der Spiegel, which 
was carried by IRNA.
Kharazi, who has launched a diplo

matic drive to try to head off U.S. mil
itary strikes against neighboring 
Afghanistan in retaliation for last 
week's devastating attacks on New

York and Washington, once again ruled 
out Iran's military cooperation with the 
U.S.. He also pointed to the difficulty 
of defining "terrorism," saying that 
bombings by the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), and Islamic Jihad 
(Holy War) were a legitimate form of 
resistance against Israel's occupation 
of Palestinian land.
"These people are merely defending 
their own land," he said.
The United States has termed Osama 
bin Laden, who is sheltered by 
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban regime, as 
the prime suspect of the devastating 
attacks, which killed more than 6,000 
people. —Xinhua

Philippines Asks U.S. to Help Wipe Out 
Abu Sayyaf

MANILA—Manila is seeking assis
tance from the United States military 
to wipe out the extremist Abu Sayyaf 
group which is still holding 16 Filipino 
and two American hostages in the 
southern Philippines, The Manila 
Times reported Saturday.
"There are steps being made (by the 

Philippine government) towards that," 
National Security Adviser Roilo Golez 
was quoted as saying in an interview 
on Friday.
"They might help our Armed Forces in 
our fight on terrorists in our country," 
Golez said, but added that United 
States was prioritizing its fight against 
the perpetrators of the September 11 
terror attacks in New York and 
Washington.
Thousands of government troops have 
been deployed in the southern 
Philippines to pursue the Abu Sayyaf 
group, which allegedly had links with 
exiled Saudi billionaire in Afghanistan

Osama bin laden, whom the United 
States viewed as the prime suspect in 
the September 11 attacks.
Golez also raised the possible presence 
of some international terrorists in the 
country, who he said might have 
served as back-up of the terrorists who 
hijacked planes and crashed them into 
the World Trade Center in New York 
and Pentagon in Washington.
Immigration authorities earlier claimed 
four of the hijackers had visited the 
country before the attacks, but later 
said it proved false because of name
sakes, quoting a check by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation of the United 
States.
Immigration Commissioner Andrea 
Domingo said Friday that the United 
States had given the Philippines a list 
of about 180 suspected terrorists as 
part of a worldwide alert, and that the 
bureau was checking the list against 
immigration documents. —Xinhua 

Suspect of U.S. Terrorist 
Attack Arrested in Peru

LIMA—Peruvian police have detained 
a man of Middle East descent for 
allegedly participating in last week's 
devastating attacks in the United States 
and with potential links to an interna
tional terrorist ring, said Peru's 
President Alejandro Toledo on Friday. 
The man entered Peru from Argentina 
and planned to enter into the U.S. days 
before the attack, said the president at 
a press conference. Toledo also said

the U.S. ambassador in Lima, John 
Hamilton, has been informed, and 
Peruvian police have carried out inves
tigations on several suspects. The pres
ident once again expressed his govern
ment's "clear and firm support to the 
United States and its anti-terrorism 
policy," although the support is not 
"unlimited or unconditional."

—Xinhua

Taliban Says it Shot Down posi- 
tion Helicopter

ISLAMABAD—The Taliban adminis
tration's Information Ministry said 
Saturday that its forces had shot down 
an opposition helicopter and not a U.S. 
unmanned spy plane as earlier reported, 
according to reports reaching here.
Pakistan-based Afghan Islamic Press 
had earlier in the day quoted Maulvi 
Najibullah, an official of the Afghan 
Council in Peshawar, as saying that a 
U.S. spy plane was shot down by heavy 
scatter-guns in the Sang Sayid district. 
The Taliban's Information Ministry said 
that the downed helicopter belonged to 
the Opposition Northern Alliance. *

—Xinhua

U.S. Federal Guard Killed by 
Gunman in Detroit

WASHINGTON—A federal officer 
was shot and killed Friday by a gunman 
at a security checkpoint in Detroit of 
Michigan, the United States, media 
reports said. The gunman was shot and 
wounded, and his condition was not 
immediately known, local authorities 
said. The gunman, who was carrying a 
bag, entered the lobby of the Patrick V. 
McNamara Federal Building and was 
asked by a guard what was inside, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
spokeswoman Dawn Clenney said.
The man then reached in the bag, pro
duced a handgun and fired a shot, 
Clenney said.
The shooting took place two blocks 
from the courthouse where a hearing 
was held earlier in the day for three men 
arrested in Detroit during the FBI 
investigation of the terrorist attacks on 
the World Trade Center in New York 
and the Defense Department building in 
Washington on September 11. 
21/09/2001 21:37 GMT —Xinhua

Kuwaiti Emir Arrives in London 
for Treatment

LONDON—The ruler of Kuwait, Emir 
Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad al-Sabah, 
arrived in London late Friday for med
ical treatment after suffering a brain 
hemorrhage. The 75-year-old emir was 
expected to undergo surgery in Britain. 
No comment was immediately avail
able from the Kuwaiti Embassy in 
London, although Sheik Jaber was 
reported to be in a stable condition.

—Xinhua

U.S. Confirms New Strikes on 
Iraqi Targets

WASHINGTON—The United States 
confirmed that U.S. and British fighter 
jets attacked Iraqi air defense targets in 
southern Iraq early Friday.
The strike, the third since the 
September 11 terrorist attacks on New 
York and Washington, was first 
announced in a statement issued by the 
Ministry of Defense of the Great 
Britain. "We did conduct a strike 
against command and control sites in 
southern Iraq," Rick Thomas, a 
spokesman for the U.S. Central 
Command, said.
The central command, which is based 
in Tampa, Florida, is responsible for 
U.S. military operations in the Persian 
Gulf region. Thomas said that the strike 
was "in response to their hostile threats" 
and not related to last week's attacks on 
New York and Washington. —Xinhua

Turkey to Open Airspace to U.S. 
Planes Before Retaliatory Strike 
ANKARA—Turkey has agreed to open 
its airspace to U.S. planes before a 
retaliatory strike being prepared against 
the Taliban regime in Afghanistan, 
Turkish officials revealed Saturday.
Turkish Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit's 
office said in a statement that his gov
ernment "will meet a U.S. request" for 
allowing its "transport planes" to use 
Turkish airspace and airports. Ecevit 
already informed U.S. President 
George W. Bush about his decision in a 
letter delivered on Friday. Turkey, one 
of the 19 NATO members, took a cau
tious attitude in the aftermath of the 
September 11 terror attacks in the U.S., 
which says exiled Saudi millionaire 
Osama bin Laden being sheltered in 
Afghanistan is the prime suspect of the 
worst terror attacks in history. While 
giving Washington the permission to 
use Turkey's airspace in the imminent 
operations, Ecevit insisted Friday that 
his country remained natural in its deci
sion to allow the U.S. to use its airspace 
or airports for refueling. —Xinhua



I Am As American As the Next Guy Is!
Shaker Al-Ashwal 
Vice-President, 
The Yemeni 
American League

T
he events of September 11, 
2001 will have lasting effects 
on the world. Historically, 
this day will mark a turning

point for the world, and especially the 
western world. I even wonder if the 
perpetrators realized the enormity of 
the damage and consequences of their 
terrorist act. Thousands are dead and 
thousands of families are going to have 
to live with that loss. The personal loss 
is so great, and the economical loss 
continues to multiply and is going to 
surpass one hundred billion dollars. 
Mathematicians are waiting for the res
onance of September 11th events to 
reach various industries for them to 
calculate the total loss. Like every 
American, I felt the shock; the sorrow 
and the anger as I sat in front of my tel
evision set watching those horrific 

' clips. My attempts to figure out who 
was capable of that much destruction 
intermittently disrupted my feelings. 
In my mind I was praying for the clues 
to lead away from the Muslims, for if 

they did I knew that each American 
Muslim would become a suspect. 
Against my hope and prayers, and 
although it has not been proven yet, all 
the clues have directed the investiga
tions toward an "Islamic link."
My fears have materialized and the 
American Muslims have become vic
timized by both the terrorists and the 
American society. While the terrorists 
misrepresent Muslims the American 
society fails to distinguish between the 
two; many Muslims have become vic
tims due to that failure. The stereotypes 
implanted by U.S. biased media are 
now being countered by the words of 
president George Bush Jr., and the 
other government officials who for the 
first time and in unison, have come out 
to highlight the importance of distin
guishing between Islam and terrorism. 
Moreover, the officials have rightfully 

and repeatedly reminded everyone that 
that the American Muslims are as 
American as Anyone else is.
The statements issued by U.S. govern
ment officials were backed by action. 
Police officers were stationed in front 
of mosques and Muslim areas to pro
vide protection, and many of the local 
officials, in many places for the first 
time, went to the local communities 
and opened communication channels. 
For the first time, Muslim Americans 
were reminded repeatedly of their 
American citizenship. In New York, 
Sa'ad Almontaser, the vice president of 
the Yemeni American Association, 
asserted that local government officials 
have been supportive, have extended 
protection, and help to the Muslim 
community in Brooklyn. In a telephone 
interview he said, "we are very well 
protected in our area." In some areas, 
people have been subjected to verbal 
abuse and sporadic attacks but nothing 
significant. Nevertheless, the quick 
governmental reaction and their deter
mination not to repeat the Japanese- 
American episode has helped calm the 
situation.
Until September 11, 2001, the 
American Muslim community had an 
identity crisis. As a Yemeni American, 
I often pondered the question myself, 
and often thought about the rejection of 
the American society for us as Arabs 
and Muslims. Like a foreign organ that 
gets rejected when implanted in an 
unwelcome body, I thought we had no 
place in America. For many and me it 
was a rejection we were willing to live 
with.

Continued on page 10.

Looking for 
Something 
Different?

Don't bother yourself thinking of 
what kind of brand do these fashion
able handbags belong to. These are 
simply made of two old jeans 
trousers, made by ladies trained at 
the Dia organization on how to make 
use of rags and unwanted things.
Although the hand-bag projects have 
not been completed to look more 
attractive, the idea may very much 
appeal to ladies, specially the young 
ones who are always searching for 
new.
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Privatization in Yemen... Assets of Failure & Success
Imad Al-Saqqaf
Yemen Times 
Taiz Bureau Chief

The National Bank of Yemen, cement 
plants and the Grain Corporations 
are all successful public enterprises 

which might be privatized by the govern
ment. This in spite of the fact that they play 
a significant role in economic development, 
generate great revenues and provide the 
government with millions of Riyals on a 
monthly basis. Thus, many people have 
been surprised by the random decisions like 
privatizing the National Bank of Yemen, 
which is one of the most important eco
nomic enterprises of Yemen which finances 
and implements many development proj
ects. The Yemeni government has been 
severely criticized for going ahead in 
implementing the privatization program 
without taking into account the financial, 
administrative and legislative disturbances 
the Yemeni economy is going through. The 
privatization program can never be success
ful for a deteriorating economy since priva
tization should be accompanied by an eco
nomic, administrative and educational 
reform. Moreover, privatization can never 
succeed in an environment dominated by 
defraud and favoritism, and this necessi
tates a political reform to prevent the abuse 
of power.
What is the advantage of privatization? 
For a deteriorating economy like that of 
Yemen... Will the privatization program 
succeed? And what are the benefits the 
Yemeni government is going to gain from 
privatizing the light industries such as 
Awssan Biscuit Factory, the textile factory 
or the Ice-cream Factory. Likewise, why is 
the government privatizing successful 
enterprises?
Dr. Mohammed Qahtan Associated 
Professor of economics at Taiz University 
said: Privatization is part of the economic 
reform program which Yemen has been 
implementing since 1995. As the Yemeni 
economy is suffering from significant eco
nomic disturbances which can not be solved 
by the government alone. Thus, the Yemeni 
government has asked the help of the World 
Bank (WB) and the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) which are supporting the eco
nomic & financial reform program through 
carrying out what is called the economic 
doses. Therefore, we can say that the 
Yemeni government has never thought of 
the advantages of privatization and it is 
merely implementing economic procedures

imposed by the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. Hence, the eco
nomic reform program has produced an 
economic recession and a scary rise in the 
rate of the unemployment and people liv
ing under the poverty line, and this is the 
cost of adopting the economic reform pro
gram which relies on a series of financial 
and monetary policies without taking into 
consideration the living conditions of the 
country. Thus, I think that privatization is 
mostly imposed by the adoption of the free 
market economy and for the government it 
does not matter whether it has advantages 
or not. In economic terms, I think that pri
vatizing the pubic enterprises is a necessary 
step towards adopting the free market econ
omy and should be assessed from an eco
nomic viewpoint so as to know the advan
tages of the process of privatizing in ways 
that ensure qualitative and quantitative 
development for these enterprises in coop
eration with the private sector.
Mr. Abdulmalik Mansour, Director-General 
of al-Barah Cement Plant said: First of all I 
would like to correct the second part of 
your question, you said that the economic 
situation is deteriorating and unstable and 
this is not true. Yes, we have some econom
ic problems as any third world country and 
the government is working hard to over
come these problems. Let me go back to 
your question concerning the privatization 
whether it is in the interest of the society or 
not. In fact, the government has no big 
enterprises which need to be privatized, as 
what the government has is just a few 
cements plants and service corporations 
operating to meet the society needs.
As for the cement factories these three 
cement plants are owned completely by the 
government and are successful ones, pro
viding the market with about 65% of its 
demands. In addition to that they provide 
the government with hundreds of millions 
of Yemeni Riyals in profits. Therefore, 
from my own point of view as a citizen of 
this country, I see no reasons or need to pri
vatize these cements factories. Instead of 
privatizing these cement plants, that is, 
transferring public enterprises to private 
ones. So why don’t we let private sector 
invest in the field of cement industry in 
order to bridge the existing gab between 
production and consumption, which in fact 
exists and represents about 35% of the mar
kets.
Ahmed Salem Shamakh, Managing 
Director of Shamakh Company for Tanning 
& Leather Industries said: Looking back to 
all the industrial and agricultural projects

implemented within the last couple of 
years, they are so few owing to the eco
nomic recession the Yemeni economy is 
going through. From this perspective, I 
think that privatization in Yemen has no 
viability since the enterprises that are going 
to be privatized are outdated ones and have 
no economic advantages such as reputed 
trade marks, modern equipment or a unique

product. Furthermore, theses enterprises are 
over-staffed and are undergoing various 
other problems. I think that the only advan
tage these enterprises have is their very 
good locations, however, the terms and 
methods of sale for these enterprises will 
not attract anyone except the adventurers 
and swindlers who might accept these terms 
for the sake of the location and then they 
will not abide by the stipulations of sale 
agreements, depending rather on favoritism 
and on their personal influence. If these 
public enterprises must be privatized then 
they should be put for a transparent public 
auction along with their assets with the 
view of having a good pricing for them 
without any reservations or terms. The only 
countries that succeeded in privatizing their 
public enterprises are the ones which 
upgraded their enterprises prior to putting 
them up for sale. Honestly speaking, such a 
move can never be achieved in a country 
like Yemen which is suffering from corrup
tion, instability and various economic and 
political problems. Thus, there is no solu
tion but to sell them in auction without 
exaggerating their value.
Mufeed Abdusaif, Director-General of 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry in Taiz, 
thinks that the aim of privatization is to sup
port the state’s budget or for covering its 
public expenditure. However, amid the cur
rent situation of the industrial sector in 
Yemen there is no benefit from privatiza
tion and I don’t know what we are going to 
privatize! There is no big enterprises that 
can be privatized, and if we privatized some 
industrial plants or service providers, for 
sure, the government will fail to expand the

base of beneficiaries of these plants since 
favoritism will dominate the situation. It is 
advisable for the government to follow the 
policy adopted by the former British prime 
minister, Margrette Thatcher who made 
some public enterprises for public auction 
by shares.
Privatization in Yemen... Very slow!
There are many reasons obstructing privati-

zation in Yemen such as economic and 
financial disturbances, the existence of 
defects within the regulations and the lack 
of a timetable for the implementation of pri
vatization. Dr. Mohammed Ali Qahtan 
believes that the reasons behind the slow
down in the privation process are as fol
lows:
- The aims of privatization are not yet clear 
on the part of the government
- Public sector enterprises up for privatiza
tion have not been economically assessed 
since these enterprises are undergoing dif
ferent problems and corruption is widely 
prevalent, therefore, this might have an 
impact on them even if they were trans
ferred to the private sector ownership.
- The economic power of the private sector 
in Yemen is financially and administrative
ly weak.
- Investment in Yemen is mostly weak.
- Corruption is prevalent at most of the gov
ernment departments concerned with priva
tization.
Abdulmalik Mansour comments at this 
point saying, “I agree with you that privati
zation is moving slowly, because it is an 
new experience for the government and 
society alike. It contributes to regulation 
regarding privatization. Moreover, it con
tributes to the government economic policy 
to take such measures.’ While Mufeed 
Abdu Saif said that we have no new infor
mation about the progress of privatization 
as the government announces its steps and 
not about the results of the committees 
which have been set up for implementing 
these plans.
Is the private sector capable to ran the crip-

pled public sector enterprises?
The private sector in Yemen is incompetent 
to ran the enterprises put by the government 
for privatization since this sector has a dif
ferent and a weak experience in investment 
as a whole.
Mohammed Qahtan has a different view
point to that of Ahmed Shamakh who 
believes that the private sector is capable to

run these enterprises, particularly regarding 
the utilization of the site of the enterprise 
for different investment activities. 
Similarly, Mufeed Abdu Saif thinks that the 
private sector corporations are not charita
ble societies since they mainly seek profits, 
thus they search for successful and not crip
pled projects. Thus, it is better for the pri
vate sector to construct new projects instead 
of purchasing crippled ones. However, the 
private sector can upgrade the crippled pub
lic sector enterprises through replacing the 
outdated equipment with new equipment.
Successful projects
Most countries of the world privatize crip
pled enterprises, but in Yemen it is the 
opposite as the successful enterprises are 
the ones being made for privatization. 
Cement plants were among the enterprises 
put for privatization. A committee has been 
set by the parliament to visit these plants, 
which stressed the importance of these 
enterprises for the Yemeni economy and 
that the should not be privatized. Economic 
sources expressed their worries about the 
intention of the government to privatize the 
al-Barh Cement Plant which is the biggest 
cement plant in Yemen.
Abdulmalik Mansour, Director-General of 
al-Barah Plant said: al-Barah Cement Plant 
is not absolutely one of the crippled proj
ects as you mentioned in your question. The 
plant produces even more cement than is its 
capacity, making hundreds of million 
Riyals in revenues, assisting hundred of 
families working in this plant, contributing 
to the development of Taiz Governorate and 
seven more other governorates around the 
country in the form of development fees. It

is unfortunate for this plant that it has 
lacked its own power station since it began 
operating, so it has to pay more than one 
billion Riyal for electricity bills. Moreover, 
the plant stops three to four hours three 
times a weak due to electricity black-outs. 
Also, the plant must pay billion and seven 
hundred million Riyal every year as loan 
installments plus interest and compound 
interests since 1998. Despite of all these 
obstacles the plant is operating well, mak
ing a lot of revenues and its production 
reaches maximum capacity. As far as the 
power station is concerned, we are on the 
final steps of achieving this project whose 
capacity is 20 megawatt.
As matter of fact, President Ali Abdulah 
Salleh himself is paying significant atten
tion to the three government-run cements 
plants ( al-Barah, Amran and Bajel cement 
plants). By doing this, we as a people work
ing in these plants will be able to double the 
production and improve its quality to intro
duce this material to the final consumers in 
a low price and high quality.
The general Corporation for foreign Trade 
and Grains is one of the successful govern
ment-owned corporations, which is making 
a lot of profits and has been supplying con
sumers with bread, particularly in the wake 
of the civil war of 1994. Regrettably the 
name of this corporation has been listed 
among the other public enterprises made for 
privatization and the administration of this 
corporation has been forced to evacuate its 
building to be the headquarters for one of 
the new ministries, while the building of its 
branch in Hudaidah has been taken by the 
Marine Forces. Also, in Taiz the lands and 
properties of the corporation have been sold 
to some official bodies.
The National Bank of Yemen has played a 
significant role in implementing and 
financing different development projects as 
well as been making profits. According to 
statistics, the total capital of the bank has 
reached to YR 1.6 billion on the last July, 
while the monetary reserves has reached 32 
YR billion.
Up till the cabinet issued law No. 5 con
cerning the privatization of the National 
Bank of Yemen, one of the most significant 
economic enterprises, this is undoubtedly a 
wrong decision and requires reviewing, 
since the bank is a successful enterprise and 
should not be privatized.
As a whole, the implementation of privati
zation in Yemen amid the current economic 
conditions is a random and illogical deci
sion, which will have, for sure, very nega
tive consequences.

Mr. Abdulmalik Mansour, Mr. Ahmed S. Shamakh, Dr. Mohammed Qahtan Mr. Mufeed Abdusaif
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The War Has Started
I

n the early morning of last Saturday, people 
woke up with an unbelievable fresh news item. 
The news was about an unmanned U.S. spy 
plane that was shot down by Taliban forces in 

Afghanistan in Samangan, northwest of Kabul.
It was unbelievable. People were surprised that 
even before any strike at Afghanistan by US 
forces, one of their airplane was shot down.
However, the reports were later denied and cor
rected. It was a helicopter belonging to the opposi
tion alliance that was shot down, and not a US 
plane. Having the sources come from a pro
Afghanistan agency, analysts believe that this may 
be a phycological war that had already started.
Even though the war on the ground may not have 
started, yet some aspects of the war are clearly 
there.
The USA has already sent tens of airplanes and

many destroyers to the Arab Gulf and the Indian 
Ocean. The preparations are going steady especial
ly that Taliban refused to hand over Osama bin 
Laden and his Al-Qaeda members.
This comes as the Taliban government is put into 
more isolation after the United Arab Emirates cut 
diplomatic ties with Afghanistan, reducing support 
for the hard-line Taliban rulers.
The decision basically means that only two coun
tries, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, retain diplomatic 
relations with the the Taliban government. 
Pakistan has since said it will not sever diplomatic 
relations.
It is also worth mentioning that Saudi Arabia 
refused to allow the US forces to establish a new 
military basis for its future strike. All those devel
opments point to the direction of an eminent war, 
but with no date set for it yet.

Rise in Sales of Osama 
bin Laden T-Shirts

Sales of T-shirts bearing the 
picture of Muslim militant 
Osama bin Laden have 
increased reaching record lev
els in many Islamic countries 
worldwide. For example, in 
Indonesia, home of the world’s 
largest Islamic population, the 
sales of bin Laden T-shirts 
more than doubled since Washington named him as its 
chief suspect in the September 11 attacks.
"Today, we sold twice as many as usual. It has been 
like this since (the U.S. accused bin Laden),” Andi Cut 
Muthia, a 30-year-old mother of three who prints and 
distributes the shirts, told Reuters on Friday. He added 
that “ business had never been better given the growing 
number of protesters against the U.S. stand." 
According to Reuters, the $3 T-shirts come in three 
styles, one with the words "Islam is my blood.” 
In Indonesia, Pakistan, and many other Islamic coun
tries, Osama is considered by significant portions of the 
population as a hero...a defender of Islam and human 
rights.
It is expected that the phenomenon of wearing such T- 
shirts will continue to grow in various parts of the 
globe, especially of the US attack is launched making 
Osama stand in the view of his supporters against the 
super power of the world.

Travel Agent Fired for 
Booking ‘Bin Laden’

According to another Reuters report, a 
Pakistan International Airline said Thursday 
it had fired a travel agency for booking a 
passenger named Osama bin Laden on a 
flight from Karachi to Islamabad for Friday 
morning. Interestingly, this comes a day 
after Taliban had requested from Osama bin 
Laden leave Afghanistan on his own will. 
The airline feared that the person may 
indeed by Osama bin Laden himself. 
However, a senior PIA official said Karachi
based Princely Travel, was delisted after the 
airline received information from its central 
reservation office that a passenger named 
Osama bin Laden was booked for Friday 
morning on a Karachi-Islamabad flight. “We 
don’t know who the passenger is...Is he the 
prime suspect of attacks on the U.S. or 
not?...But the decision has been taken to 
ensure the safety of the airline,” the official 
said.
Taliban have not yet revealed whether 
Osama bin Laden had left the country or not. 
But it is obvious that the person could not 
have been Osama bin Laden due to the fact 
that he is a well-known person who could be 
identified easily. It would have been a 
tremendous risk for him to be caught if he 
were the ‘true’ Osama bin Laden.

Hollywood on Alert 
Following Attack Warning 

Los-Angeles based Hollywood studios tightened 
security on Friday and cancelled all regular tours 
following serious FBI warnings of possibly being 
among the future targets of a terrorist bombing.’ 
The FBI had with the heads of major studios on 
Thursday hours after receiving an "uncorroborat
ed yet credible” threat against the filmmakers. 
The studios warned were Fox Entertainment 
Group Inc.’s 20th Century Fox, Sony Corp (news - 
web sites).’s Sony Pictures Entertainment, Walt 
Disney Co., Vivendi Universal’s Universal 
Pictures, Viacom Inc.’s Paramount Pictures, 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Inc. and AOL Time 
Warner Inc.'s Warner Bros, and DreamWorks 
SKG.
The Hollywood studios immediately beefed up

security, shutting entrances to their lots, ordering 
additional barricades and metal detectors set up 
and canceling some studio tours.
According to Reuters, Warner Bros, suspended all 
live audiences for the taping of its TV shows dur
ing the next two weeks, media reports said.
"McLaughlin declined to discuss the source of the 
threat but said FBI agents met the heads of the stu
dios and their security managers within hours of 
receiving it.” the agency said.
It is worth mentioning that the recent attacks on 
NYC and Washington DC have forced the studios 
and television networks, which are partially con
trolled by pro-lsreal -some of them Jewish- own
ers, to scrap, postpone or tinker with projects that 
had terrorist-related themes.
Those studios and TV networks were reported to 
have lost hundreds of millions of dollars in adver
tising revenues. The uncertain economic picture 
has sent media stocks declining severely.

Photo of the Week

Well, there wasn’t that much water before placing the sign!

NOW THAT IS BIZARRE!
(A weekly column for bizarre stories and news)

Another Bumper Year for Pot
It’s harvest time in California and some of that harvest will be an 
illegal one — marijuana. The Chicago Tribune says that the 
Golden State is believed to be the nation’s largest producer of the 
taboo cash crop. But, thousands of agents are try ing to beat grow
ers to the harvest by destroying what fields they can find. 
Helicopters are searching remote parts of California looking for 
pot plants. The publication says that police find it easy to spot 
fields of marijuana; the plant has an almost fluorescent green 
color, unlike anything else out there. Police say they have man
aged to destroy about 900,000 plants a year in California. Second 
and third on the list as pot-producing states are Kentucky and 
Hawaii, although their ranking flip flops all the time.

Smiling for the Birdie Gives Thieves Ruffled Feathers 
NORWAY - The next pictures these two Norwegian Thieves are 
going to pose for are their mug shots. A pair of robbers smashed 
an electronic store’s window to steal a video camera. This would 
not have been so asinine if the dynamic duo had realized that it 
was wired up to a separate recorder before they decided to smile 
right into it. Police are now searching forme thieves with close
up footage of the whole incident. Even the manager commented 
on the intelligence of the robbers, saying “How stupid can you 
be?’’’

This Boy MUST Have a Mobile Phone
KIEV, Ukraine - One’s teenage years can be awkward, self-con
scious, and filled with peer pressure. One Ukrainian teenager 
took the peer pressure a little too seriously, however. When his 
mother refused his request for a mobile phone, he jumped from a 
fourth floor window. The 13-year-old boy was immediately taken 
to the hospital where he remained in critical condition. Though he 
lived, the boy sustained serious head injuries. The Ukraine is one 
of Europe's poorest countries, but Status-conscious teenagers 
have helped the mobile phone industry boom in the country.

House of The Future - Even Toilet Has A Brain
TOKYO, Japan - The folks at Panasonic have built a mockup of 
what they call the house of the future. This house is filled with 
many gadgets but the one we find to be the best is the toilet. It 
will be wired to weigh you, measure body fat and analyze urine. 
It is all part of a high-tech home medical system that lets you 
check your vital signs, such as heart rate or temperature and send 
it off to a clinic. And, with a tiny video camera, the doctor can 
make a house call by computer.

Alabama Justice
MOBILE, Alabama - A female rape victim found a way to get 
justice herself. Two years after her traumatic experience, she was 
driving by a group of convicts doing roadwork when she spotted 
her tormentor. She promptly turned her car around and ran him 
over, killing him instantly. Alabama officials have thrown a veil 
of secrecy over the case for fear there will be a cry against the use 
of chain gangs.
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School Calling, a New Academic Year Begins
Nada Mansour 
Al-Shamiri 
Yemen Times

S
tudents have taken a rest for 
a long time exceeding three 
months. Books, school dress, 
morning's sandwich and the 
boring alarm have all been 

forgotten for this time. As the new aca
demic year is starting, all students have 
to go back to all that has been left behind 
and look seriously at the new year. 
There is an increasing belief that study
ing doesn't have the great meaning of the 
past. Many believe that academic class
es have become something imposed on 
children just for the sake of getting cer
tificates and not for pursuing education 
and knowledge. But when I asked chil
dren about their feelings on the first day 
of the New academic Year, they were all 
happy in a shocking way. This modest 
survey will show how happily they all 
went to start their first day in school, 
and what they missed most during their 
vacation:

Abeer Abdelwahed, said: 
“Vacation is wonderful but 
I wait for school because 1 
really love it. I have never 
thought of giving up my 
studies. As a human being, 
I have the right for 

Education and I will never accept being 
illiterate. On the contrary, I have to 
improve my knowledge, education and 
culture”.

Ebtihal Ahmed Salem,, said: “I started 
to prepare myself for this new academic 
year by reading the curriculum to facili
tate my studies for me. I started my first 
day with joy as I really missed all my 
teachers and classmates.

Iman said: “The one who 
aims to build a great future, 
loves studying so much. I 
don’t agree that by days we 
will hate studying because 
of hard work and exams 
but I feel that I will love it 

more as long as I realize the real benefit 
of it. Personally, I thank all my teachers 
for all their efforts”.

Amel Al-Dhary, said: “I was excited to 
start the new academic year, first to meet 
again with my friends whom I missed, 
and also to come back to classes to 
study. I wished that vacation would be a 
bit shorter. I will do my best to develop 
my level of education in this year too”

Ebtissam Ahmed, “Full of 
enthusiasm I started my 
first day of this academic 
year meeting my friends 
and my teachers. During 
the vacation I did a short 
review for the previous 

materials we studied last year and I start
ed to memorize some of Koranic verses 
of this year”.

Taghrid Al-Hamzy, “We all missed 
school and waited for this new year to 

work hard with enthusiasm. I hope all 
our problems would be solved. I also 
hope that the Ministry of Education 
would deal with the high number of stu
dents in classes, which affects the quali
ty of education. I hope that everything 
will go well for both teachers and stu
dents. I ask fathers to take care of their 
sons and daughters and their studies to 
succeed at the end of the academic 
year”.

Essam Mohammed Al- 
Motwakel, “I’m not that 
sad because the vacation 
had passed. I guess it was a 
long enough vacation. I 
benefited a lot from my 
vacation, which I took 

advantage of by studying English in an 
institute. Now it’s time for studying and 
I hope we can gain success this year as 
last year.
I completed all the preparations for the 
new academic year. I bought all that 
should be bought. We are just waiting for 
schoolbooks. I love my school Al- 
Dailami very much and I was so happy 
that we started the first day seriously and 
we studied new lessons. I’m so attached 
to my school and all my teachers and 
classmates. I thank them all for their 
efforts. I also present my special thanks 
to our school manager, Mr. Ali Alquees”.

Mohammed AlWahabi, 
said: “Although the vaca
tion is over, I'm so happy 
to be back in school. I 
woke up that day feeling so 
sleepy, but as soon as I 
remembered that it was my 

first day in the new academic year, I hur
ried up with optimism and left to the 
school. I promise my family to work 
hard to get the best marks and to hope
fully become a doctor in the future, with 
God’s will. I thank all my kind teachers 
specially Zaid, Araw and Khaled”.

Nader AlQadasi , said: 
“As all other students I was 
so happy when I started the 
first academic day. I’ve 
spent my vacation helping 
my father in his private 
office, from which I bene

fited a lot. I was so comfortable but at 
the same time I was waiting impatiently 
for the new year and wished it could 
come earlier.”

How wonderful it was for me to read 
these smiles painted on the faces of the 
students! But frankly speaking, will 
those smiles last for a long time?

Nabil Al-Hawany, a math 
teacher: “I could easily 
notice the happiness evi
dent on the faces of stu
dents when they come on 
the first day of the academ

ic year. However, what comes next will 
make them really frustrated. What plays 
the main roles behind their frustration is 
the unstable curriculums that result in 
getting textbooks late, the lack of good 
contact between students and their par
ents, the terrible situation of teacher 
because of low salaries that are submit

ted late, and last but not least, the misun
derstandings among teachers. My own 
way of teaching focuses on getting the 
attention and interest of students espe
cially that math is to rough, hard and 
boring for most students. I wish the best 
for all students hoping that they would 
receive greater care from their parents to 
enable them to do their homework, and 
to enable us to work appropriately”.

So. schools should have interesting 
learning and teaching tools and medi
ums to attract students and to make them 
love studying more and more.
About this point,
Nouria AlJahrany, social adviser, said: 
“the more homework and less leaning 
tools given, the more bored students 
would feel. As teachers, we pay more 
attention to activities, sportive and cul
tural. We are all happy because of the 
new computer courses assigned. This 
will definitely encourage students to 
know more of this technology. That 
course is a must for this generation to 
cope with the new era. I also wish we 
could have English as a course to be 
taught starting from first class in primary 
school”.

Mr. Khalid Saeed Ahmed, 
in charge of sports, com
puter and social activities 
in a private school, said: 
“Because of my responsi
bility in the school I feel 
quite excited for the new 

computer courses that will definitely be 
helpful for all the students. Computers 
are no more a luxury. Today, they have 
become a vital tool for education. The 
activities that we have in the school are 
football, basketball and tennis. The small 
number of students in each class helps us 
in having those activities. The enthusi
asm students have for these lessons is 
great. I’d like to say that we are here 
obliged to deal with different personali
ties. So we, as teachers, have to be well- 
trained and capable of teach them care
fully, keeping their dignity and self- 
esteem, and making sure of them obtain
ing good results. Finally, I’d like to 
express my great thanks to all students 
and I congratulate them for the new aca
demic year”.

New academic year is not just for stu
dents and teachers. Managers of schools 
have the right to express their feeling at 
the beginning of the new year. So that is 

why we asked one of them about his feel
ings on this special day.

Mr. Ali Alqees, The 
Manager of Al-Dailami 
school, said: “We have 
started the year by paying 
attention to textbooks that 
used to come late. 
According to the students,

we have prepared the daily schedule and 
have asked all teachers to attend classes 
on time and work seriously to affirm that 
the serious studies have started. As a 
manager of a school, I believe that the 
main problem we face at the beginning 
of every academic year is the registration 
phase, which is usually a big mess.
We also need to reconstruct the fence of 
the school that was just built this year. In 
addition, we could get more English 
teachers, as we haven’t had enough 
English teachers last year. This year we 
decided to make the theoretical comput
er classes as a main subject would be 
taught to students and I hope it will be 
useful at least to eradicate illiteracy in 
computers”.

It is truly a great step to apply computer 
classes in a public schools. This will 
probably have students cope with the 
rest of the world in this aspect.

About that new project of computer 
classes in Al-Dailami school,

Mr.Saleh Ali Mohammed 
said: “I was really support
ive of the idea of having 
computer classes since I 
was the manager of Al 
Huda School. I found that 
public schools should give 

their students the chance to learn about 
computers. I thank Mr. Ali Al-Quees 
who was very helpful in encouraging me 
to go ahead with those classes. This new 
subject should be taught to students of 
the fourth year in primary school till the 
ninth so that every student would have 
the chance to graduate from preparatory 
school having the computer classes’ cer
tificate. We have prepared all what is 
needed for these courses. The classes of 
the course are being built, the textbooks 
have been sent from Saudi Arabia and 
the teachers are completely ready to 
start. We are proud that we are the first 
public school that would start those 
courses and we hope that this idea could 
spread as soon as possible”.
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Saudi Arabia Tops Group A, 
Qatar Narrows the Gap with China

Three first half goals killed off the 
challenge of Bahrain in Manama as a 
4-0 win on Friday moved Saudi Arabia 
to the top of Group A of Asia's World 
Cup qualifying tournament for the first 
time.
Obeid Al Dossary, Abdullah Sheehan 
and Ibrahim Swaid all struck in the 
first 45 minutes to end Bahrain's unbeaten run and 
move Nassr Al Johar's side a point clear of Iran, who 
have no game this weekend and are due to travel to 
Riyadh next week.
Also in group A, Iraq was held to a 1-1 draw by 
Thailand in a Group A match on Saturday. Sutee 
Suksomkit scored the opener for Thailand in the 
38th minute, but Iraq leveled in the 63 rd minute with 
a goal from Emad M.Ridha.
On the other hand, by defeating Oman 3-0 in Doha 
on Friday, Qatar moved to within two points of 
Group A leaders China.
New coach Paolo Campo kicked off his tenure with 
a win over their struggling neighbours, who have

picked up just two points and scored 
only one goal in their opening five fix
tures. Former Asian Youth Player of the 
Year Waleed Hamza opened the scoring 
in the 26th minute and, just seven min
utes later, Mubarak Mustapha doubled 
the team’s advantage. With 16 minutes 
to go, United Arab Emirates-based for

ward Mohammed Salem Al Enazi completed the 
scoring as Qatar jumped ahead of Uzbekistan in the 
standings. Qatar now finished second in the group 
B standings with eight points from five matches. 
China topped the group standings with ten points 
from four matches. Uzbekistan ranked third with 
six points, following by United Arab Emirates and 
Oman on four and 2 points respectively.

GROUP B P W D L F A Pts
1. China 4 3 1 0 8 1 10
2. Qatar 5 2 2 1 7 3 8
3. Uzbekistan 4 2 0 2 8 7 6
4. UAE 4 1 1 2 5 7 4
5. Oman 5 0 2 3 1 11 2

China's Yu Genwei (L) and Uzbek player chase the ball during their 
World Cup 2002 Asian Zone Group B qualifier match in the northeast 
Chinese city of Shenyang, Liaoning Province, September 15, 2001.
China defeated Uzbekistan 2-0. Xinhua photo by Jiang Lin (prr)

Former World Player of the Year 
Weah Signs for Al-Jazirah

ABU DHABI, September 18 (Xinhua) — 
Former world player of the year George 
Weah has signed a one-year contract with 
Al-Jazirah of the United Arab Emirates, 
the club announced on Tuesday.
The 34-year-old Liberian international, 
the first African to win the FIFA World 
player of the year award in 1995, will play 
for Al-Jazirah from October 1.
Weah enjoyed his finest years at Italian 
giants AC Milan, before brief spells at 
English sides Chelsea and Manchester 
City.
He then saved Marseille from relegation 
when his goals secured the few points the 
side acquired toward the end of last sea
son. But the French club, suffering finan
cial problems, decided to sell Weah over 
the close season.

Winter Olympic Games to 
Go Ahead in Salt Lake City
GENEVA, September 18 (Xinhua) 
— The Winter Olympic Games will 
go ahead in Salt Lake City, Utah in 
February, the International
Olympic Committee (IOC) con
firmed Tuesday.
"The Games will be held as 
planned in Salt Lake and the IOC 
will work with the American author
ities to guarantee security,"
IOC director-general Francois 
Carrard told a press conference.
IOC president Jacques Rogge also 
made the remark after the 
September 11 terrorist attacks to 
New York and Washington that 
there was no question of cancelling 
or switching the Winter Olympics.

Nigeria Beat U.S. in FIFA 
Under-17 Championship

MEXICO CITY, September 19 (Xinhua) - 
Nigeria defeated the United States 2-0 in a 
Group B match of the World Under 17 Soccer 
Championship, in Bacolet, Trinidad and 
Tobago on Wednesday. Nigeria led 1-0 at half
time. Scorers: Nigeria— Karimu Shaibu, 32;
Moses Ayuba, 58.

American Hurdler Banned 
Life for Drug Offences

WASHINGTON, September 17 (Xinhua) - 
American hurdler Tony Dees, who participated in 
the 1992 Olympic Games, was banned for life as 
he failed two more drug tests.
Dees tested positive for the steroid nandrolone at 
the Norwich Union Indoor Grand Prix in 
Birmingham, UK, on February 18, and in an out- 
of-competition test on May 8, in Tampa, Florida.

Five Brazilian Cities Bid for Brazil-Chile Qualifier
RIO DE JANEIRO, 
September 17 (Xinhua) 
— Five Brazilian cities 
are seeking the right of 
staging the October 7 
game between Brazil 
and Chile within the 
framework of the 2002 
World Cup South
American qualifiers.
Brazilian Soccer Federation (CBF) 
revealed on Monday that it has not 
decided yet when to announce the date 
of the qualifier, which could take place 
in Rio de Janeiro, Porto Alegre, 
Curitiba, Manaus and Sao Luis.
A victory would guarantee a berth for 
Brazil in next year's World Cup finals to 
be jointly hosted by Japan and South 
Korea.
The game was originally set for Rio de 
Janeiro's Maracana Stadium, yet the 
electricity rationing proposed by the 
Brazilian government forced the match 
to be moved elsewhere.
CBF's President Marco Antonio 
Teixeira prefers the game to take place 
in Maracana whatever it takes.

Francisco Carvalho, 
President of the Rio 
de Janeiro State's 
Sports Office 
(Suderi), the organi
zation administrating 
the stadium, argued 
that they purchased 
two electricity gener-

ators for evening games.
Roseana Sarney, governor of Maranhao 
state, bids for the match to be played in 
Castelao, Sao Luis.
Curitiba counts with the support of the 
national team's coach, Luiz Felipe 
Scolari, who wishes the capital of 
Parana state to hold the match as a way 
to redound upon the support to the 
Brazilian team in the preparation for the 
qualifier, in Porto
Alegre, against Paraguay.
Curitiba is even re-building the Couto 
Pereira Stadium.
Porto Alegre and Manaus have not 
plenty of support, nevertheless local 
sports and political leaders have tried to 
get the World Cup qualifier to one of 
these cities.
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GITEX DUBAI 2001:
Inspiration for Global IT Industry
www.gitex.com

G
ITEX is the largest 
and most successful 
event of its kind in 
the Middle East. It 
has firmly established 
itself as the premier

exhibition for computing and communica
tion systems and applications dedicated to 
the IT industry and the entire business 
environment.
More than 73,000 trade visitors from 102 
countries attended the 20th anniversary 
edition of GITEX Dubai, held last year. 
Most were from the UAE and neighbour
ing Gulf States; in addition, a high per
centage of visitors were from Saudi 
Arabia, and the event attracted significant 
representation from Africa, India and 
Pakistan as well.
The exhibition routinely features numer
ous IT product launches and major 
announcements about new developments 
in the Middle East’s IT and communica
tions markets.
Exhibitors’ claim that the exhibition’s 
exceptionally high visitor quality contin
ues to generate solid leads and numerous 
deals. GITEX 2001 is all set to continue 
the growth trend of previous years, pre
senting the latest cutting-edge develop
ments from the global IT industry - an 
additional hall has also been added to 
accommodate more international partici
pants.

All the region’s key decision-makers will 
be there, creating exciting business oppor
tunities for companies looking to expand 
their presence in the Middle East region - 
an area that represents an expanding, 
lucrative market for the IT industry.

Who visits GITEX?
GITEX 2001 is open exclusively to bona 
fide trade and specialist visitors, profes
sionals and businessmen. A highly 
focused multimedia campaign will attract 
decision-makers from the private and pub
lic sectors.

Visitors attending GITEX 2000 accord
ing to company’s main activity:
27.5% IT Industry related
6.4% Non-IT Industry related
13.5% Government
41.0% Private
35.6% Other

At GITEX 2001 National pavilions are 
expected from Austria, Canada, Egypt, 
Finland, France, Germany, Hong Kong, 
Ireland, Jordan, Korea, Lebanon, 
Palestine, Singapore, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Syria, Taiwan and the United 
Kingdom.

National pavilions are expected from:
Austria, Canada, Egypt, Finland
France, Germany, Hong Kong, Ireland
Jordan, Korea, Lebanon, Palestine, 
Singapore, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria

Taiwan, United Kingdom.

Gitex 2001 will also feature:
Dubai Internet City: The New Economy 
Hub and the world’s first free trade zone 
for IT, e-business and media.
Oracle Open World: Hall 5a will be 
exhibiting Oracle’s partners and vendors. 
ScanTech: For the first time at GITEX 
Dubai we will have special show in Hal 8 
organised by Scan- Tech Egypt. The 
AIDC Show will feature the most impor
tant multi-national manufacturers from 
around the world- including many of their 
local Middle Eastern distributors. They 
will be showing the latest automatic data 
capture products and solutions, covering 
an extensive range of applications and 
industries.

Product Profile
Advanced ISP Solutions
ASP Business Host Systems
Automatic Information Data Capture
(AIDC)
Consultancy and Training 

CRM Applications
Data Mining & Warehousing
Desktop Publishing
Digital Imaging & Information
Management
E-Business and Web Tools
Financial & Money Handling - Hardware 
& Software
Graphic Imaging & Animation Products 
and Services
Internet Products & Browsers
IT Systems, Components & Peripherals 
Mobile Computing & WAP Technology 
Multilingual Industrial & Retail Software 
Multimedia
Networking & Business Communication 
Office Automation
Online Information Systems
Power Systems
Reseller Channel Programs & Services
Security Services and Card Technology 
Storage Technology
Virtual Reality Applications
GITEX 2001 welcomes all other IT tech
nology product profiles according to their 
relevance.

Scenes from previous Gitex exhibitions

Teleyemen’s Virus Alert

T
eleyemen warned its subscribers 
about a virus received from the 
USA and sent automatically to its 
customers. For the sake of the subscribing 

community in Yemen, here we publish the 
warning.

"Dear Ynet Customers,
We would like to let you know that we have 
recently noticed a virus received from the 
USA and sent automatically to our cus
tomers carrying our admin mail address 
(admin@y.net.ye) through our network. 
These viruses usually come as attachments 
and can destroy your PC information.
The viruses usually come as attachments 
and can destroy your PC information.
Some general rules for protecting your PC, 
as well as how to evaluate Warnings are 
below:
1) Get an Anti-Virus program, and ensure 
that you obtain latest versions. Both 
McAfee and Norton make various claims 
for being the best. For practical purposes 
either is adequate, as long as you keep the 
signatures updated. There are also several 
other good anti-virus programs out there

that are less known.
2) Keep your virus signatures updated. If 
your signatures are six months old, they 
won't help you for a virus such as Trojan or 
worm releases
3) Be suspicious of all attached files you 
receive by email. Never open a file direct
ly that’s been sent you by email. First, save 
the file to your hard disk, then scan that file 
with your antivirus program, before open
ing it. Files that are a common sources of 
dangerous code are: program files (with 
.COM, .BAT and .EXE extensions), 
Microsoft Word files (with .DOC exten
sions) and Visual Basic Script (files with 
.VBS extensions).
4)If you have Windows 95, 98 or 
Millennium Edition (ME), make sure you 
adjust your system settings so that file 
extensions are enabled. Microsoft s default 
setting is to not show extensions for files 
that are associated with a specific applica
tion as an attempt for a ser-friendliness, 
but the result is that it can be harder to 
quickly identify potential rogue files.
An example of this one is the Anna 
Kournikova virus that’s going around. The

virus purports to be a .JPG file of tennis 
star Anna Kournikova, but includes a 
rogue Visual Basic script. The true name of 
the file is annakournikova.jpg.vbs (a file 
with a .VBS extension). However, if you 
have extensions turned off, the file name 
will appear as annakournikova.jpg (with
out the .VBS)
To change this setting in Windows 95 or 98, 
open the Windows explorer, then pull down 
on "Tools", and select the "Folder 
Options" entry. Then click on the "view" 
tab. From the resulting menu, about 5 or 6 
lines from the top, there is a setting titled 
"Hide extensions for known file types”. 
This is usually checked. Click on the check 
to turn it off. Click OK to save your change. 
5) If you run Microsoft Outlook (the full 
version, bundled with MS Office, not 
Outlook Express that comes with 
Windows), make sure you do not use the 
document preview option — that opens the 
message enough to launch a .VBS attach
ment. You should also connect to the 
Microsoft Web site to download a patch to 
Outlook that allows you to turn off auto
matic execution of attachments.
What do you do when you get a warning 
message from a friend? How do you evalu

ate whether it's a true warning or merely a 
hoax?
1) Review the steps above. Good practice 
will protect you from almost all viruses and 
worms.
2) Beware of hoaxes. Hoaxes have numer
ous tell-tale signs. A legitimate warning 
will always include the true identity of the 
sender (including contact information), the 
date of the warning (not just "yesterday ” 
or "last Monday”) and generally include a 
full web address (more than just 

) to check for the latest 
information. Hoaxes generally lack these.
www.microsoft.com

A hoax will always request/plead/sug- 
gest/demand that you forward it to all your 
friends, or as many people as possible.
3) If you know where to look, there is plen
ty of current information about all the lat
est versions of both the true threats as well 
as the hoaxes. The best ones are:
McAfee: vil. mcafee. com/hoax. asp?
Norton AntiVirus:
www. Symantec. com/avcenter/hoax.html 
US Dept. of Energy
(HoaxBusters.ciac.org)

TeleYemen Marketing."

http://www.gitex.com
mailto:admin@y.net.ye
http://www.microsoft.com


Berlin: The New Old Capital 
Berlin, Germany’s "new old capi
tal”, is no more the spy capital of the 
world, as the Cold War has become a 
relic of the past and the infamous Wall . 
been torn down — expect for a small 
portion which has deliberately been left 

untouched as a stark reminder of how 
things were in the nasty days of 
the Cold War.
Gone, of course, are all rem
nants of the old divided city of 
four sectors — Soviet, 

American, British and French;
gone, too, is Checkpoint Charlie, in 

the American sector, from which one 
crossed over to East Berlin, and East 
Germany in the days of yore. Monuments
and statues of the old days, 
including those of Marx, still 
however stand.

Berlin Today
Today, Berlin is a city not only unit
ed and on the move but resounding to 
the sound of hectic construction as she 
rushes ahead to once again become the 
seat of the federal government and the 
of parliament: actually, to be housed in 
the old Reichstag which is being com
pletely re-done and is expected to be 
opened on 23 May 1999 for its inau
gural session.
More than ever before, Berlin is 
becoming an East-West crossroads, 
inevitable as Europe's eastern most 
Western capital, close to eastern 
and central Europe.

Orientation
With a population of 3.4 million, Berlin sits 
in the middle of the region known from 
medieval times as the Mark, and is surround
ed by the new Bundesland (federal state) of 
Brandenburg. The city spills north and south 
of the Spree River which winds through 
some of the magnificent parkland that com
prises a third of the municipal area. You can’t 
really get lost within sight of the brooding 
and monstrous Fernsehturm (TV Tower), a 
useful orientation point visible from most of 
central Berlin. Unter der Linden, the fashion
able avenue of aristocratic old Berlin, 
extends from the Brandenburg Gate to 
Alexanderplatz, once the heart of socialist 
Germany. Some of Berlin’s finest museums 
are here, on Museumsinsel in the Spree, the 
original centre of the metropolis. West of the 
Brandenburg Gate, the boulevard runs 
through Tiergarten, a huge landscaped park. 
You may remember the Victory Column at its 

centre from the Wim 
Wender’s film Wings of 
Desire. The commercial 
centre of west Berlin glit
ters just to the south.

When 
to Go

T h e 
German cli

mate is variable so it’s 
best to be prepared 

for all 
types 
o f 

weath- 
e r 

through
out the 

year. That 
said, the 
most reli- 
a b l e 
weather 
is from 
May to

October. This 
coincides, naturally 

enough, with the standard 
tourist season. The 

shoulder 
peri
ods 
c a n 

bring 
fewer 

tourists 
and sur

prisingly 
pleasant 

weather.
There is no special rainy 
season.

Events
Berlin’s calendar is loaded with annual fairs, 
festivals, concerts and parties. The Berlin 
Film Festival, the second largest in the 
world, is held in February. Christopher Street 
Day is the city’s big gay parade, which hits 
the streets in June, while the techno Love 
Parade goes doof in early July. Jazz Fest 
Berlin doo-bops in October and Christmas 
Markets are held throughout the city in the 
month before the big day.

Getting There & Away
Considering your stay in Yemen, you can 
always take the two Yemenia flights on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays (IY740) which is a 
flight via Rome. In case you were elsewhere 
in this planet, there are hardly any direct 
Hights to Berlin from overseas and, depend
ing on the airline you use, you’re likely to fly 
first into another European city like 
Frankfurt, Amsterdam, Paris or London and 

catch a connecting flight from there. Berlin 
has three airports. Tegel (TXL) primarily 
serves destinations within Germany and 
Europe. Schonefeld (SXF) mostly operates 
international Hights to/from Europe, Asia. 
Africa and Central America. Berlin- 
Tempelhof (THF) became famous as the 
main landing hub for Allied airlifts during 
the Berlin blockade of 1948-49. Today it’s 
the main hub for domestic departures and 
flights to Central Europe.

Berlin is well-connected to the rest of Europe 
by long-distance bus. Most buses arrive at 
and depart from the Zentraler Omnibus- 
bahnhof in Charlottenburg, opposite the 
stately Funkturm radio tower.

Until the opening of the huge new Lehrter 
Bahnhof in 2002, train services to and from 
Berlin will remain confusing because of the 
extensive construction around town that 
affects several stations. Trains 
scheduled to leave from or arrive 
at one station may be sponta
neously rerouted to another. Zoo 
Station is the main station for 
long-distance travellers going 
to and from the west.

Getting Around
Berlin's three airports can 
all be reached by train or 
bus. which will save you 
stacks on taxi fares. 
Berlin has an efficient 
network of suburban 
trains and buses, 
reaching every corner 
of the city and the 
surrounding areas. 
Trams run in east Berlin, and 
there is a ferry from 
Kladow to 
Wannsee.

Berlin is probably 
easier to drive 
around than many 
other big cities in 
Europe, with road
works being the 
biggest hassle. Parking 
isn’t too difficult and is 
reasonably cheap. If 
you'd rather have some
one else drive you, there 
are taxi stands with ‘call 
columns' throughout the 
city - it costs more to call 
than to flag one down. In the 
inner city there are 
also some pedicabs 
called Velotaxis.

Berlin is very cycle

friendly, and it’s a good way to get to know 
the city - there are specially marked bike 
lanes everywhere. There are also plenty of 
bike rental shops

Attractions

Brandenburg Gate
Built in 1791, this imposing structure has 
endured several symbolic reincarnations. 
Intended by its architect Carl Gotthard 
Langhans to be a symbol of peace, the 
winged victory goddess and 4-horse chariot 
posing on the top of the gate were added a 
couple of years later, turning it into a monu
ment to Prussian might. The goddess and her 
steeds had a short stint in Paris when 
Napoleon came along and swiped them in 
1806. Political groups from various ideolog
ical corners hijacked the pliable 
Brandenburg Gate as the backdrop for their 
rallies and processions until 1961 when the 
wall was built and the gate sealed off in no
man’s-land. In 1989, after the dissolution of 

the border, the area was reopened to 
the public. Today, traffic 

passes freely under 
the gate and the sur

rounding plaza is dot
ted with stalls. 

Enterprising scammers 
sell all sorts of military 

souvenirs and hunks of 
Berlin Wall concrete, most

ly of dubious authenticity. If 
the Berlin Wall was ever 

reconstructed from the frag
ments sold to tourists it could 

probably enclose the whole of 
Germany.

Checkpoint Charlie Museum 
Checkpoint Charlie, the pre
fabricated monitoring tower 
that the Allies hoisted into 
(position after the erection of 
,;the Berlin Wall, is no more.

Although its place in the 
mythology of the Cold War 
is assured, the tower itself 

was unceremoniously 
craned away a few 
months after the border 
reopened. This is one 
of the many places in 
Berlin where the 
utter effacement of 
such recent history 
is unnerving. The 
museum nearby is 
interesting (if 
overpriced), with 

its display of 
ingenious devices 
employed in escape 
attempts from the 
former East 
Germany. It doesn’t 

make it any 
easier to com
prehend that 
this nonde
script urban 
landscape was 
one of the critical 
pressure points in 
the global stand
off between East 
and West, and 
the scene of 80 
deaths. To the 
west of the 
museum is a 
surviving 
chunk of 
real wall, 
preserved by the city 
authorities and decorated by 
local artists.

Kaiser- 
Wilhelm- 
Gedachtn is- 
Kirche 
This church was 
bombed by the 
British in late 
1943 in a fierce 
raid that left only 
the broken west 
tower standing. 
Engulfed by the commercialism of west 
Berlin, this is another of the weird 
sights that Berlin does a nice line 
in. The reconstructed church is 
dominated by blue stained glass 
and features some beautiful work 
by Chagall. Don’t be so moved as 
you emerge into the light that 
you’re bowled over by swooping 
rollerbladers or lurking bums 
shaking you down for a 
Deutschmark.

Dahlem Museums
The Dahlem museum complex 
used to be a culture and history 
concentrate. Since those heady 
days the museum has undergone 
some changes and relocations: the 
Picture Gallery has gone for good, 
moved into its new home at the 
Kulturforum, and much of the 
Asian and Islamic art has closed 
down and won’t open until some
time in 2000. But it’s still worth 
the trip. The complex is in one of 
the poshest neighbourhoods in the 
city and the complex has two fine 
museums still operational.

Berlin's museums also have 
ancient monuments from all over 
the world. Ancient Egypt with 
Queen Nefertiti, works by Lucas 
Cranach, Casper David Friedrich

and Pablo Picasso, the Altar of 
Pergamum, a crucifix by 
Riemenschneider: all this 
and much more can be 
found in Berlin’s museums 

and collections. The large exhibi
tions in the national Gallery compete with 

saucy little shows in smaller galleries. The 
Berlin Festival and the “Off’-theatres, The 

Berlin Philharmonica Orchestra(4) 
and the chamber trios -all 
find their audiences, as to 

groups from the contempo
rary music scene. Berlin’s 

culture life is full of excite
ment, it variety unequalled 

around the globe. 
Among Berlin's attractions are 

umpteen universities and 
research institutes, opera houses, 
theaters and museums — even 
one devoted to erotic art — and 
libraries. Within the city itself 
are verdant parks such as the 
Tiergarten (deer garden) and 
just on its fringes are beauti
ful forest and lake land
scapes.

It is also a remarkable 
thing to remember that former US 

President J. Kennedy gave a speech in which 
he said, “Ich bin ein Berliner”.

“Ich bin ein Berliner
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