
Monday, 15 October 2001 - VOL. XI • Issue No. 42 • Price 30 Yemeni Riyals • Founded in 1991 by Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

Yemen Renews Demand of 
Extraditing Abu Al-Hamzah

The government of Yemen again request­
ed the British government to extradite 
Mustafa of Ansar Al-Shariah Group based 
in London. Yemen accuses him of inciting 
terrorist attacks in the country. Official 
sources confirmed this request to Britain, 
asking for the trial of Abu Al-Hamzah 
before a Yemeni court for involvement in 
terrorist acts in Yemen during the last few 
years. The sources said Yemen now has 
enough evidence to prove his connection 
to these acts, such as the kidnapping inci­
dent of 16 tourists in Abyan in which three 
Brits and an Australian were killed. Abu 
Al-Hassan Al-Mihdar, leader of the Aden- 
Abyan military Army was detained and 
sentenced to death in October 1999 for 
carrying out the operation. Yemen also 
says that Abu AI-Hassan has links to the 
terrorist group that was planning to bomb 
several important institutions in Aden. The

police discovered the plot and arrested 
these terrorists, bringing them to justice. 
They are now in prisons in Aden following 
their trial. One of these terrorists was Abu 
Al-Hamzah’s son. The Minister of Interior 
Dr. Rashad Al-Alimi, said that London has 
refused to extradite him despite the fact 
that the British are convinced of the evi­
dence. Continued on page 2

Yemenis Condemn 
Strikes on Afghanistan

Yemeni politicians, intellectuals and men in the street con­
demned American bombing of Afghan Muslims. "We are 
against terrorism, and against killing innocent people without a 
clear-cut definition of terrorism," they say.
Mohammed Qahtan, Head of the Islah Political Department said 
the Isiah condemned attacks on Afghan people as they had con­
demned those against Washington and New York. "Reactions to 
terrorist actions should adhere to the law, not to the instinct of 
revenge," he added.
Describing lasting freedom as a big American hoax, Secretary 
General of the al-Ba'ath Party, Dr. Qasem Sallam, expressed his 
party's protest against the "brutal aggression and showing mus­
cles" against a disarmed nation. He added that such a slogan was 
a pretext for the US to kill women and children in Afghanistan. 
Sheikh Zeid al-Muhatwari, Imam and head of the Badr Mosque 
and Islamic Center said the US has gone mad. "The most pow­
erful country in the world is using the most sophisticated 
weaponry against the poorest people in the world. I can see that 
the US has lost the ability to see things properly and has begun 
working against its interests," he said.
Ordinary people share the same feelings of protest against and 
disagreement with the strikes against Afghanistan. They also 
demand protection of Palestinians against Israeli violence.

As Saleh Calls for Internal Solidarity

Yemen Confirms 
Arrest of 21 Persons

The Minister of Interior, Dr. Rashad 
al-Alimi denied arrest of over 500 
people for having links with the al- 
Qaidah organization and its leader, 
Usama Bin laden. He said only 21 
people who have been to 
Afghanistan were arrested. They 
are being interrogated for security 
purposes. He also denied the news 
that the Yemeni police arrested 21 
Egyptians for the same reason. He 
said Yemen has taken stiff measures 
on those coming into and going out 
of Yemen, adding that a team of dif­
ferent departments has been formed 
to look into the issuance of visas. 
Visas can not be issued to any per­
son without the agreement of this 
team. He also pointed out in an 

interview with the 26th September 
newspaper that his ministry has 
temporarily stopped issuing visas to 
Arab and foreign students studying 
in Yemeni universities. The 
Minister disclosed that a number of 
people coming from other countries 
have been detained and that infor­
mation about them is being 
exchanged with their respective 
countries. He said there are no indi­
cations of the involvement of 
Yemenis in the terrorist attack 
against the USA last September, 
adding that cooperation between 
Yemen and the USA has been 
boosted to include several security 
fields. Continued on page 2

5 Yemenis killed in 
USA and Canada

Reliable sources at the Ministry of 
Immigrants’ Affairs said that four 
Yemenis have been killed in the 
attacks against Muslims and Arabs 
in USA and Europe, which were 
fueled by September's terrorist 
attacks against the USA.
Abu Ali Al-Rabei, Ali M.Al- 
Mansour, and Hamoud K. Al-Shaif 
were killed in the USA, while Tariq 
Lukman was killed in Canada.
The source confirmed that 
Abdulsalam Al-Malahi is the only 
Yemeni citizen who was killed in 
the attack against the World Trade 
Center. Sixteen others are still miss­
ing. They were working in the 
Center.
The source pointed out that the US 
authorities are detaining eight stu­
dents. All but two were released.

Raid Al-Wisabi is charged with hav­
ing lived with a person whose name 
appeared in the list of people on one 
of the planes used in the terrorist 
attacks.
Ramzi Noman, studying computers 
in the USA, is still in custody. The 
US Immigration and Naturalization 
Service has detained 13 Yemenis for 
illegal residence in the USA.
The Minister of Immigrants’ Affairs, 
Abdu Ali Qubati, said that the ruth­
less attacks have affected many 
Yemenis, including women who are 
being insulted and abused.
He confirmed that his Ministry is 
maintaining around-the-clock con­
tact with Yemenis in the USA and 
Europe, trying to sort out their prob­
lems.

Continued on P2

Adair Yemen Sues Occidental
In a press release sent to Yemen 
Times on Saturday. October 13. 
Adair Exploration and Adair Yemen 
Exploration. Ltd. announced that 
they have filed a lawsuit against 
Occidental Oil and Gas Corporation 
and several former employees in the 
company claiming damages of hun­
dreds of millions of dollars.
The lawsuit alleges that the former 
employees attempted to take advan­
tage of opportunities for their own 
benefit in Yemen, instead of the 

benefit of the company as they 
should have been doing. 
Furthermore, it alleges that they 
interfered with Adair's business 
relationships with its contractors 
and employees.
Adair International expressed its 
disappointment in August 2001 at 
the Yemeni Ministry of Oil and 
Mineral Resources for removing 
Adair as operator from block (20) in 
the Mareb/Shabwa region.

Al-Shifa Denies Links with Bin Laden
Mohammed Saleh al-Ashmori, 
director-general of al-Shifa Shops 
for Yemeni Honey, denied the U.S.- 
based news claiming that these 
shops belong to Osama bin Laden, 
adding that they have no relation 
with any foreign entities.
In an exclusive statement to the 
Yemen Times. Al-Ashmori categor­
ically denied this baseless news, 
adding that he is able to prove this. 
“This news is mostly fabricated by 
persons attempting to harm the rep­

utation of Yemeni honey and 
Yemeni investors in general,” al- 
Ashmori added.
Some U.S.-based news mentioned 
that the U.S. government has 
ordered the freeze of the assets of 
many individuals and organizations 
believed to have links with terror­
ism. including al-Hamati Sweets 
Bakeries, al-Nur Honey Center, 
and al-Shifa Honey for Industry & 
Commerce, which are based in 
Sana'a.

Court Commutes Sentences Against British Embassy Bombers
The Penal Appeal Court of Sana'a 
issued its final verdict last Tuesday

against four people charged with 
bombing the UK embassy in Sana'a 

on October 13, 2000.
The appeal court 
reduced the sentences 
of the attackers. 
Abubaker Jayol and 
Ahmad Masud were 
sentenced to 10 years in 
prison.
Salam Abu Jahil was 

sentenced to four years while Faris 
S. Taher to 2 years. The first and 
second attackers are also to pay 
three quarters of the compensation 
on the material damage, while 
Salam and Taher will pay the other 
quarter.
The Primary Court issued its verdict 
against these defendants July 22, 
2001, giving long sentences. Jayol 
and Masud were sentenced to 15 

years, while Salam 6 years and Faris 
four years.
The appeal court verdict was unex­
pected as in its last hearing session, 
the court judge Saeed al-Qata'a said 
that the final verdict would be 
passed on Tuesday, October 
16. The court didn't give 
reasons for making the date 
a bit earlier than expected.

Continued on page 2
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Words of Wisdom
Yemen needs a strong moral fabric and ethical 
foundation if it is going to build a harmonious 
and peaceful society. Without ethics, it is hard 
to believe that relations among individuals 
and groups will be sensible or moral. Already, 
many relations among members of our socie­
ty are governed by the law of force, rather 

the force of law.
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999) 

Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
Dreaming of the State of Law and Order

O
n every passing day, I look up to the sky with hope 
that Yemen will someday become a state of law 
and order. I have tried with my pen and newspaper 
to bring this issue into focus; Yemen cannot devel­
op unless law and order are enforced. That is the 

limit to what I can do in this cause. Besides, I can only hope. 
We have suffered from lawlessness for too long. We are sensing 
the pain that has been inflicted on the public after years of neg­
lect and disrespect to the laws of the country. Thousands of laws 
and regulations are destined to stay on paper without implemen­
tation on the ground for tens of years.
No one can deny that this has led to corruption in public funds, 
injustice in national courts, and despair in the Yemeni people. 
What are we waiting for? Why are we waiting?
Mighty, rich, and influential people in the country have been 
exempted from almost all rules currently applied to the poor and 
weak. Injustice, evident everywhere you go, reflects the need to 
look back and see where we were wrong. Why have the Yemeni 
people become so poor, so illiterate, and so abandoned in a time 
citizens of the First World are in luxury? What is it that we are 
missing? Is it the natural resources, the labor, or the will? Or are 
we just missing the point?
As the Five-Year Plan was discussed on TV, I saw a poor beggar 
in the street watching the TV with a look of desperation. He said: 
"This is what they have been doing for years. Talking, talking, and 
talking. I know that they will do nothing to improve our life stan­
dards, but I pray to God that they will not devastate us further." 
Just a few weeks ago I wrote in this very column about the inci­
dent of the traffic officer who couldn't stop an armed tribal gang in 
the street and ask them about their car's plate. Today, I can see 
the very same traffic officer still unable to fulfill his job. He still can­
not enforce the law on this powerful tribal sheikh.
Amid the efforts to combat global terrorism, Yemen continues to 
fail to enforce the simplest rules and regulations. We continue to 
live in a country that has no control over the problem of weapons 
and no control over tribesmen. We cannot deny this fact, but 
instead we should work with others to bring an end to such phe­
nomena.
Until the day when laws are enforced on all people, strong and 
weak, civil or tribal, and poor and rich, I will continue to dream of 
the day Yemen becomes a state of law and order.

SAUDI FIRM TO BUILD 
ADEN TOWNSHIP

Prime Minister Abdulqadir Bajammal 
was introduced on October 10th to the 
largest township project to be built on 
Yemeni soil. The project will be imple­
mented by Saudi Power Development 
Group headed by Sheikh Osama I.A. 
Abu Dawood, Roy’s Associates 
International Inc., GC Construction and Development industries LTD. 
India. The first phase of the project will cost approximately USD 500 
million. The township will be completed in 15 years and will cover an 
area of 935 hectares and will provide 16,000 housing units.

Saba Publishes Two News Features
Yemen News Agency (Saba) 
has published two news fea­
tures following up the latest 
developments related to the 
U.S.-anti-terror campaign. 
The two features “The U.S... 
after the Storm” and “The 
U.S. Toward the War” are 
among the best features that 
have so far been published 
by the agency. The two files include in-depth reporting, analysis 
and news stories about the attacks on New York and Washington 
depending on different sources.
The new publications are the product of the Reporting Department 
at the agency headed by Mr. Abdulelah Shaya’a and the support of 
Mr. Nasar Taha Mustafa Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
Saba News Agency.
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Girl Abducted in Taiz
The Security bodies in Taiz arrested Ameen 
Hassan Saif, accused of committing several 
crimes including abduction of the 4-year old Amal 
Abdulsalam Al-Nehari.
The girl was kidnapped while playing in front of 
her house and was taken to a remote place in the 
city where she was brutally tortured.
The kidnapper tried to convince her that he was 
her father, and sometimes forced her to call him 
Dad. He was arrested while visiting a friend who, 
seeing the bruises on little girl's face, immediate­
ly reported to the police.

Security sources 
said the accused 
was aberrant and 
drunken and had 
been previously 
convicted on many 
charges such as 
theft. Investigations 
are still underway 
to find out the 
motive behind this 
act.

USA Mourns USS Cole Victims
The USA mourned on Friday October 12th the 17 
American marines killed one year ago on the USS 
Cole Destroyer bombed at Aden Seaport. The 
incident hit one of the most sophisticated U.S. 
warships. Now tracking down those who master­
minded the attack is one of the goals of the U.S.’s 
campaign against terrorism. Six suspects pre­
sumed to be involved in the USS Cole incident are 
to be brought to justice within the next couple of 
days.
Yemeni officials said Sana’a was very eager to 
close the file pertaining to the incident; however, 
it had approved the U.S. request to postpone the 
trial of the suspects in order to collect further

information and track down more suspects.
Abdulqadir Bajammal, Prime Minister, stated that 
the Cole’s file had almost been completed, adding 
that Sana’a and Washington had been cooperating 
in collecting information about some people out­
side Yemen. Abdula al-Saeedi, Vice-Minister of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said Yemen and 
the USA had not yet discovered a definite link 
between Osama bin Laden and the USS Cole inci­
dent. Also, Rashad al-Alimi, Minister of Interior, 
noted that the Cole incident had mostly been com­
pleted and ready to referred to the court, adding 
that the American side was the one who requested 
the delay.

Continuations from page 1
Yemen Renews Demand of Extraditing Abu Al- 

Hamza’a
The British Ambassador to Yemen, Ms. Frances Guy, in 
an interview that the Yemen Times published in the 
beginning of this month, said the Yemeni government 
requested the extradition of Abu Al-Hamza’a some 
months ago. “The answer is that he is a British citizen, 
and we have no extradition treaty with Yemen,” she 
observed. She said they encouraged the Yemeni author­
ities to give them as much information as possible about 
Abu Al-Hamza’a so that they can deal with him in Britain 
in light of the new anti-terrorism legislation issued last 
February. “We have some information, but unfortunate­
ly, not enough to arrest him,” she noted, adding, “We 
have attempted to find a case against him that will stand 
up in an English court, but we have been unable to do 
so.”
When the request of Yemen was first refused, Yemen 
suggested that Abu Al-Hamza’a be tried in Britain, but 
with no response. They previously offered London extra­
dition of their prisoners in Aden, who would spend their 
the rest of their sentence in British prisons in return for 
the extradition of Abu-Al-Aamza’a to the Yemeni author­
ities. But to no avail!
This is why the Yemeni government has not responded 
to the appeal message relating to the release of the 
British prisoners in Aden. The appeal letter was officially 
sent to the Yemeni government last year, yet, the British 
ambassador confirmed, “There has been no official 
response to it.”
The Yemeni-British relationship has been greatly affect­
ed by the Abyan terrorist incident. However, since last 
year there have been intensive efforts on both sides to 
bridge the gap and start on a new foot.

As Saleh Calls for Internal Solidarity 
Yemen Confirms Arrest of 21 Persons

The Minister said the Aden-Abyan Military Army 
was no longer existing, pointing out that it was 
there during a particular time with a terrorist pur­
pose against Yemen, but it was stormed out during 
the Abyan fiasco that killed four foreign tourists. 
Some of its militants have been detained and pro­
duced before justice. Some of them are still serv­
ing their sentence in prison in Aden. Their leader, 
Abu al-Hassan al-Mihdar, was sentenced to death 
in October 1999.
Dr. al-Altmi said a special department for combat­
ing terrorism and kidnapping was recently initiated 
the ministry, and it was provided with a computer­
ized network for collecting data about such perpe­
trators. The network is being linked with airports, 
port and passport authorities.
The Minister didn't comment on the arrest of bin Laden's 
father-in-law, Ahmad Abdulfattah Assadah, who was 
reportedly arrested in Ibb. Reports say he married his 
daughter to bin Laden over one year ago. He have 
already been detained, but reports say he denied mar­
rying his daughter to bin Laden. He said his daughter is 
married to a person who is studying in Pakistan.
in response to the American strikes against Taliban, 
scores of students at Hajjah College of Education 
staged a demonstration last Thursday to protest the US 
and British attacks against Afghanistan. However, the 
police intervened and stopped the protesters, detaining 
four of them. The detainees belong to the Nasserite 
Unionist Party, including the secretary of the party in 
Hajjah.
During Friday prayers, preachers’ sermons condemned 
the US strikes against Afghanistan and called for resist­
ing collaborating with the USA and its allies. They con­
sidered the strikes as a Crusade against Muslims every­
where. They recalled the sufferings of the Palestinian 
people who are being slaughtered by the Israeli military 
forces on a daily basis. However, no demonstrations 
were staged in any of the Yemeni cities. Nonetheless, 
stiff security measures have been taken around the US 
and UK embassies in Sana'a. Western citizens have 
been advised to take stiff security measures and to be 
on high alert. Moreover, it has been reported that some 
of these people have left Yemen for their respective 
countries.
Around 172 religious scholars issued a religious fatwa 
discouraging any cooperation with the USA and its 
alliance in their war against Afghanistan. They called all 
Muslims to stand by the Afghan people in their plight. 
The scholars said in a press release that facilitating the 
war of the USA against Afghanistan is a big conspiracy, 
and asked Muslims to support Afghans morally, finan­
cially and through prayers. Yemeni scholars demanded 
that Arab and Muslim leaders do not follow the USA 
blindly in its war and that terrorism should be spelt out 
clearly, with consideration to the Israeli atrocities in the 
Palestinian territories which have been supported by the 
USA. They also pointed out that the word "Crusade”, 
uttered by the American President, George Bush, was 
not a slip of a tongue, as the USA is mobilizing its troops 
toward Muslim countries. They urged Muslim countries 
not to accept a coalition with the USA that allows no 
alternative but to be with the USA or with terrorism. They

said such a coalition means a surrender to the USA, as 
a real coalition between countries brings about satisfac­
tion to both sides which share the same free will. 
However, this coalition makes countries lose their inde­
pendence and exposes people to foreign colonization, 
they say.
However, this statement couldn't provoke any feelings of 
hostility against the USA. Even the official media neg­
lected it completely and not much attention has been 
paid to it. This is because the Yemeni authority seems 
not to object the military strikes that the USA is carrying 
out against Afghanistan.
To this end, President Ali Abdullah Saleh and the Vice 
President met last Wednesday with religious scholars, 
leaders of political parties, parliamentarians and social 
dignitaries. The meeting concerned the current situation 
in the world in light of the attacks against the USA. The 
participants stressed that civilians in Afghanistan should 
not be hit, increasing their ever-lasting pain. They 
emphasized on the necessity of differentiating between 
terrorism and nations' struggle for freedom, independ­
ence and resisting of occupiers. Terrorism should not be 
also associated with any religion or nation. They also 
said the fight against terrorism should have limited tar­
gets and not be left open.
President Saleh reconfirmed Yemen’s condemnation of 
terrorism, pointing out that Yemen is a victim of this 
infamy. The President said we need patience and wis­
dom in order to cure this epidemic, giving no chance for 
perpetrators of terrorism to incite conflicts and hostility 
between religions, cultures or human civilizations. He 
said all people share in undertaking this responsibility. 
He further stressed that having a fair and just solution to 
the Palestinian issue, enabling the Palestinians to estab­
lish their state with al-Quds as their capital, will further 
peace and stability in the region and the world at large. 
The president told the participants that it was very nec­
essary that all people join hands and unite, serving the 
higher interests of Yemen.
The official media, on their part, continued to stress the 
clear-cut stands of Yemen towards terrorism and the 
need to fight it worldwide through the UN.

Report: Mohammed H. al-Qadhi
Yemen Times

5 Yemenis killed in USA and Canada
He added that advocates to defend those in prisons 
have been authorized by the Ministry or the Yemeni 
Embassy. He said that due to various sorts of harass­
ment, some Yemenis have decided to come back 
home; one of them has already arrived in Sana’a from 
the USA.
Furthermore, economic officials said Yemen would be 
very much affected by the terrorist attacks on the 
USA in terms of its economy. This will hit three fields 
- oil, tourism and marine shipment. Yemeni oil exports 
will be affected owing to the fall of oil price to $22 per 
barrel from $28-30. Yemen heavily depends on the 
revenues of oil exports. The tourist sector, whose rev­
enues is estimated at $90-100 million annual, has 
also been greatly hit.

Court Commutes Sentence Against British 
Embassy Bombers

The first two attackers confessed to carrying out the 
bombing operation of the UK Embassy to protest the 
Israeli atrocities against the Palestinians, considering 
Britain the major cause of Muslim’s plight.
Later, Masud denied his confessions in court and said 
he was used by the ex-Interior Minister, Hussein Arab, to 
settle his scores with Jayol. He added that he attempted 
planting bombs beside Arab's house in cooperation with 
one of his guards to hold Jayol accountable for the oper­
ation. Masud also said he informed Arab two days earli­
er of the bombing attacks that took place in Aden last 
January, but Arab absolutely denied such allegations.
No comments have been made by the UK embassy on 
the verdict. However, the British Ambassador to Yemen, 
Frances Guy, told the Yemen Times two weeks ago that 
they are happy with the verdict of the primary court and 
the speed in which the case has been moving, as well as 
the way the investigations into the bombing have been 
carried out. She also pointed out that officials from 
Scotland Yard helped the Yemeni police in the investiga­
tions. They handed their results to the Yemeni authori­
ties. These documents were used by the people in the 
court for consultation.

British Embassy Approves New Projects
As part of its commitment to support 
Yemen’s development, the UK govern­
ment provided developmental aid 
under the annual Small Grants 
Program, carried out by the 
Department for International 
Development.
In August and September, the British 
Embassy approved funding for a total 
of 11 projects in the Capital Secretariat 
of Sana’a, two in Aden, and one each

in Hadhramout, Hajja, Mahweet and 
Socotra. The major focus of the proj­
ects is the alleviation of poverty and 
improving the quality of life of the dis­
advantaged and marginalized. Projects 
include rural water resource manage­
ment, assistance to the physically dis­
abled, primary health care and educa­
tional programs. The Small Grants 
Program is managed in Yemen by the 
British Council.

Fourth Science Conference Concluded
The Yemeni Scientific Research 
Foundation (YSRF) concluded last 
Saturday the Fourth Science 
Conference, held at the Sheraton 
Hotel.
Three hundred working papers on 
medicine, agriculture, mathematics, 
geology and marine sciences, engi­
neering, chemistry, biology, physics, 
meteorology, environment and power

were elaborately discussed during the 
three-day conference. More than 2000 
people from different countries partici­
pated in the conference. Speeches were 
delivered to develop clear goals to 
build strong ties between higher educa­
tion and scientific research.
The participants emphasized necessity 
of exchanging experiences among sci­
entists and researchers.

Carpenters 
Exhibition in Taiz

The Social Handicraft Carpenters 
Association, in cooperation with the 
German Enterprise for Small 
Industries, inaugurated last week the 
first handicraft exhibition in Al-Shaab 
School in Taiz. The Secretary General 
of the Association, Mahmood Al- 
Qadhi said the main aim of this exhi­
bition was to encourage carpenters’ 
marketing skills and to improve their 
handicraft products.
The Social Handicraft Carpenters 
Association was recently founded with 
the goal of improving carpenters’ tech­
nical skills. The exhibition will con­
tinue until October 25.

YJS Calls for Neutrality
The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate 
( YJS) called, in a press release, upon 
Yemeni journalists to observe neu­
trality regarding the case of Dalaq 
and the editor-in-chief of the 26 
September newspaper Ali Muhssen 
al-Shatir.
The release urged on the two parties 
to observe self-control and stop the 
counter media campaigns prior to the 
ruling of the court.
According to the press release, the 
journalists should avoid tackling an 
issue already at the court until justice 
takes its course.

Yemenia Prohibits 
Smoking on all its

Flights
In an unprecedented move, Yemenia 
management decided, starting last 
week, to prohibit smoking on all its 
local and international flights. 
Yemenia has taken this step as part of 
its comprehensive plan to improve 
overall quality of its services to its 
local and foreign customers. It is 
worth noting that most major airlines 
worldwide prohibit smoking on their 
flights, especially after realizing the 
health and security risks of smoking 
to passengers on long international 
flights.

Yemen & Oman Join 
Hands to Fight

Smuggling
Yemen and the Sultanate of Oman 
agreed at the end of the fourth meet­
ing held in Sana’a by their borders 
authorities to jointly combat smug­
gling across the Yemen-Oman bor­
ders.
The two sides also ratified a draft 
security agreement to enhance the 
security relations between the two 
countries, which will put an end for 
customs evasion and trade irregulari­
ties.

VACANCY for electrician
An electrician with good experience in working on 
“AC Motors, Starters, Control circuits... etc”. 
Exposure to “Variable Frequency Drives” is preferred. 
A Little computer experience would be an advantage. 
Applicant must be prepared to carry out mechanical 
works.
P. O. Box 16093, Sana’a

Galileo Yemen:
Committed to providing 

pioneering secured 
reservation system within 48 

hours for all travel agents 
through the Internet.

For more details, 
please call us on 967 1 264732/3 or 240700

yementimes.com
http://www.yementimes.com
mailto:ytaden@y.net.ye


15 October, 2001

Governor of Aden to YT:
"What has been achieved since Unity is much more than what 

was achieved before in both Yemens in a 40-year period."

O
n Yemen’s celebration 
of the 38th anniversary 
of the October 14th 
Revolution, as well as 
the 34th anniversary of 

the departure of the last British colo­
nialist from the South of Yemen, 
Radhwan al-Saqqaf, Yemen Times 
Aden Bureau Chief, met in Aden with 
Mr. Taha Ahmad Ghanem, Governor, 
to shed some light on the city’s devel­
opment process:

Excerpts:

Q: Can you give us a comparison of 
the situations during the periods 
before and after Unity?

A: Let me start by congratulating 
Yemeni people and their leader, 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, on this 
great occasion.
Since the breakout of the September 26 
Revolution, along with the October 14 
Revolution in the South, Yemen's his­
tory has been full of victories and sig­
nificant accomplishments in all 
respects. So far, Unity has been the 
greatest achievement in Yemen's histo­
ry. If we compare the periods before 
and after Unity, we will find that what 
has been achieved since Unity is much 
more important than what was 
achieved before in both Yemens in a 
40-year period. This shows us the 
greatness of Unity, which enabled our

country to establish a strong base for its 
development.

Q: After the rapid growth of the Free 
Zone project, work began in Aden to 
establish an industrial zone. What 
about this project?
A: According to the general plan, this 
project will be completed in four phas­
es spanning a 25-30 year period. The 
plan was outlined in the beginning of 
the 1990s on the basis of administra­
tive, technical, economic, and financial 
surveys. Despite the fact that the foun­
dation of the plan is still valid, new 
developments have been made in tech­
nology, administration and construc­
tion which necessitate revising the 
original plan. The estimated necessary 
financial investment has also 
increased. For example, what cost US 
$5 a decade ago, costs US $7-10 today.

Q: Aden has a great tourist potential. 
How do you assess related invest­
ment in this city?
A: Many local as well as foreign 
investors have been showing interest in 
Aden in general and in the Free Zone in 
particular for the last ten years. This 
can by attributed to a number of fac­
tors, such as Aden's strategic location, 
its old fame, and its reputation as an 
important seaport. The investment 
projects that have been achieved thus 
far and the continuous investment 
requests indicate that new projects are 
arising day after day. Let me take this 
opportunity to welcome local, Arab as 
well as foreign investors to Aden and 
assure them that they will be provided 
with all possible incentives to make 
their jobs easier.

Q: Can you give us a brief idea about 
the new projects in Aden?
A: Everyday there is something new in 
various fields. President Saleh has been 
paying special attention to this city, its 
people, and their needs. He has been 
personally following all development 
projects and plans to make the city an 
important economic and commercial 
capital, in addition to its existing free 
zone.

Q: What about security?
A: I would not be exaggerating if I said 
that Aden is the most secure place in 
Yemen. People are peaceful, and there 
is a good cooperation between security 
forces and the population. This makes 
the job of security forces easier and 
helps to maintain stability.
All threats of sabotage, such as those 
perpetrated in the past by a number of 
traitors, have vanished. The fruitful 
cooperation between security people 
and citizens resulted in the disappear­
ance of such irresponsible actions and 
the arrest of their perpetrators.
To further assure stability and peace in 
the city, we have worked on different 
policies to solve all kinds of problems 
land disputes. No organized crime can 
be found, and individual crimes, such 
as killing or robberies, are very rare. 
But this does not mean that there are no 
social problems, as these are issues that 
are found in all societies and families. 
Such problems do not pose a threat to 
the security and peace of the city.

Q: How do you evaluate the city's 
role in development? How do you 
foresee its future?
A: Aden has played a vital role in 
development of Yemen in general. It 
has been a cosmopolitan city that 
embraces all Yemenis, regardless of 

their origins, in order to work and to 
get an education. It has been the start­
ing point for immigrants before going 
into the world outside. It has hosted 
national and patriotic movements that 
opposed the Imamite regime in the 
North and the British colonization in 
the South. It was, and still is, a city of 
enlightenment.
Aden has a bright and promising future 
that will have an impact on the whole 
country.

INVITATION FOR BID
To: All building contractors class 3 and above with renewed licence 

valid for the year 2001.

1. The Embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Sana’a invites eligible 
contractors for class 3 who would be financially and technically capable to furnish the 
necessary material, labour and equipment to undertake the maintenance work of the 
Ethiopian Embassy building at Aden.

2. The complete set of bidding documents can be purchased as of October 1, 2001 on 
submission of written application to the Embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic 
of Ethiopia, Sana'a for a non-refundable fee of US$100 or its equivalent in freely 
convertible currency, for each set.

3. Bidders may obtain further information at the same address below.
4. Bids should be submitted in was-sealed envelope before or on the closing date 

October 31, 2001 at 12:00 hours local time at the following address:-

Embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
P. O. Box 234
Telephone 20-88-33 or 21-12-08
Fax 21-37-80
Sana’a Yemen

5. All bids must be accompanied by a bid security of 2% of the bid amount in the form of 
a certified check from the bank acceptable by the Embassy of Ethiopia, Sana’a.

6. Bids will be opened on November 24, 2001 at 10:00 a.m. local time in the presence 
of the bidders or their legal representatives at the following address:-

Embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
P. O. Box 234
Telephone 20-88-33 or 21-12-08
Fax 21-37-80
Sana’a Yemen

7. Bidders are requested to fill all the necessary details in the schedules.
8. The employer reserves the right to reject any or all bids.
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Rashed Mohammed Thabet to YT:

“The internal and external factors played a major 
role in realizing the unification of Yemen”

R
 ashed Mohammed 
Thabet was born in al- 
Shawefa district in Taiz 
in 1943. He departed his 
hometown to Aden while 

he was just three years old. At that 
time. Aden used to be the only city in 
Yemen where education was available. 
Moreover, his father used to work there 
as an engineer for a big ship mainte­
nance company. Rashed started work­
ing while he was young after complet­
ing his secondary school because of 
some personal matters. Then, he 
worked as an accountant and a supervi­
sor for the free markets company at 
Aden Airport.
Rashed Mohammed Thabet started 
early his struggle against the British 
colonialists when he was in charge of 
the Popular Union and then of the mil­
itary affairs of the resistance forces. 
After leaving the British jail, he 
worked in many fields, including jour­
nalism, as he used to work for many 
local newspapers like al-Ayyam and al- 
Yaqada. Similarly. Rashed was a dis­
tinguished lyric writer and poet.
After independence, he assumed sever­
al posts like director-general of radio & 
television, minister of information, 
minister of supply & immigrants 
affairs, ambassador to Cairo, office 
manager for the secretary-general of 
the YSP, minister of culture and minis­
ter of unity affairs up till the reunifica­
tion of Yemen.
Mr. Rashed narrates some of his mem­
ories about many issues and events, 
which he experienced since his youth, 
as well as about some figures who took 
part in removing the Imamate tyranni­
cal regime. Mr. Rashed praised the role 
of the patriotic people who took part in 
the realization of our revolutions.

Mr. Rashed remembers the great 
Yemeni freedom fighter, Mr. 
Mohammed Ahmed al-Noman, saying 
that the British authorities expelled 

Mohammed Ahmed al-Noman when 
he was taken by the police to the air­
port. where a mass of people had 
assembled to bid him farewell. 
Answering a journalist question about 
the real reason behind his expulsion 
from Aden, al-Noman said. "Is it easy 
for a person whose mouth is full of 
water to speak.” This situation was 
similar to what happened to Mohssen 
al-Ayeni when he was asked to leave 
Aden where a mass of people, includ­
ing Sheikh Senan Abu Luhoum. gath­
ered to protest against this decision. 
Following 26th September Revolution, 
many people from the South came to 
northern Yemen to participate in the 
defense of the newly-born revolution 
and played a major role in mobilizing 
the people’s efforts in the North.
At that time, a war started in some 
regions of Mareb and Bida in addition 
to contiguous areas with the South. 
Thus, the leadership at Sana’a along 
with the other national forces and par­
ties in Aden started thinking of how to 
resist the Anglo-Sultanate forces and 
decided to adopt the armed resistance 
as the principal tool for liberating the 
South. The 14th October Revolution 
erupted from Radfan mountains 
against the British colonizers in Radfan 
region and the other areas in the South 
where the British military bases exist­
ed.
Then, the national forces started think­
ing about moving their struggle in the 
South to the major cities. In fact, I was 
one of the people who initiated the 
attacks against the British troops sta­
tioned in Aden and these are some of 
the memories I still remember from the 
eruption of 26 September and 14 
October revolutions.
Rashed Mohammed Thabet lavishly 
spoke about the 14th of October 
Revolution against the British occupa­
tion of South Yemen, remembering 
some of the troops which had been 
formed in Aden after the proclamation 

of the revolution. "I still remember the 
names of the first group of fighters, 
who sparked the first fight against the 
British forces stationed in the cities of 
the South, like Mohammed Saleh 
Mote’a, Ahmed Mohammed Saeed al- 
Maqatri, Qaid. Abdalla Abdulhakim 
from al-Odain, Abdurahaman 
Mohammed Haza'a from al-A'aruq 
and Abdula Ghaleb from the city of 
Aden,” Rashed said. All these men 
were affiliated to the Teachers League 
in Aden, which used to be chaired by 
Abdulaziz Abdulwali. The number 1 
responsible of the League in al- 
Mua'ala was Abdulaziz Slam al- 
Qubati, one of the first patriots who 
participated in firing the first shots 
against the British colonialists. Mr.
Abdulaziz al-Qubati is one of the for­
gotten patriots of the revolution who 
joined the National Guard which 
rushed to defend the newly-born revo­
lution.
Within the Arab League, I still remem­
ber Abubakar Shafiq. Dr. Abdulkarim 
Ahassan, Ali al-Zaghir al-Duba’ay, al- 
Shahid Bader al-Shahid, Mahyoub 
Qasem al-Sharabi, and the martyr 
Abud. At the beginning, the league was 
headed by Nor-Eldin Qasem and then 
by Alwi al-Salam, before Abdulfatah 
Ismail came along with the Abdulrazaq 
Shaif and Hussain al-Jabiri.
After that, Mr. Rashed talked about the 
unification of Yemen which had been 
achieved on the 22th of May 1990 and 
said, “The issue of unity is the direct 
result of the suffering of the Yemeni 
people prior to the independence when 
the British colonialists used to discrim­
inate the people who came from the 
North against the other protectorates in 
the South, considering them as foreign­
ers. We suffered a lot from this dis­
crimination as we used to dream of get­
ting education in Aden but it was inac­
cessible for us at the exception of the 
people who could trick the British 
authorities by obtaining a birth certifi­

cate from Aden authorities. One thing 
that helped the people coming from the 
North to get education in Aden was the 
availability of private schools which 
hosted the students coming from the 
North and the other people from the 
protectorates of the South. Indeed, the 
protectorates were completely 
deprived from basic services like edu­
cation and health care.
As far as the leadership of the Labor 
Union is concerned. Mr. Rashed said: 
“Abdullah al-Asnag, Ali Hussain al- 
Qathi, Abdu Khalil Sulaiman and 
Mohammed Salim ba Sundwa were the 
real leaders of the labor movement, 
which had been calling for the unifica­
tion of Yemen since 1957. Mr. 
Mohammed Saeed al-Hakimi, was one 
of the prominent leaders in the labor 
movement. Mohammed Ahmed al- 
Noman and Muhssen al-Ayni played a 
major role in the foundation of the 
Labor Union along with Mohammed 
Salem Bawazir. Similarly, the Arab 
Nationalists Movement along with the 
Bath Party had a great effect on the 
members of the Union.”
Concerning the steps preceding May 
22, Mr. Rashed said that this issue was 
very urgent for the people of Yemen. 
However, it was hindered by some 
external circumstances that imposed 
themselves on the leaderships of the 
two parts of Yemen. When the pressure 
got tighter on the two leaderships, they 
started to think seriously of rapproche­
ment. Furthermore, the international 
factors played a major role in this 
regard.
He added, “In 1972, I remember the 
committee who prepared the docu­
ments related to the unification in 
Cairo as there was a great opportunity 
for the two leaderships to move ahead 
with the unification.”
According to Mr. Muhssen al-Ayni, 
former prime minister, there had been 
external pressures on the government 
not to go ahead with the unification, 
particularly from the shura council at 
that time. Moreover, the leadership of 
the shura council demanded the resig­
nation of Muhsen al-Ayni who in turn 
tried to bridge the gap between the 
shura council and the government.
Then, Muhssen al-Ayni, who left Cairo 
to Algeria, submitted his resignation to 
Abdulrahman al-Iryani. The latter 

requested Mr. al-Ayni 
to change his mind and 
to go to the United 
Nations in order to 
attend its round of 
negotiations and stay 
there for a while. 
Abdulrahman al-Iryani 
could try to calm down 
the shura council, 
chaired then by Abdula 
bin Hussain al-Ahmar 
who strongly opposed 
any unification with the 
South. Yet, Muhssen 
al-Ayni openly pointed 
out that Abdula bin 
Hussain al-Ahmar was 
against the unification.
He came back to Sana'a after taking 
part at the U.N. talks while the cam­
paign against the unification was in full 
swing and insisted again on his resig­
nation. He left for Italy sending his let­
ter of resignation in which he said that 
he could not stay in a situation full of 
dangers with a risk of conspiracy 
against him. Actually, this came after 
al-Ayni signed the Cairo Agreement 
which had been strongly opposed at 
that time by the shura council and the 
tribal leaders who had gone in so far as 
to consider the signing of the agree­
ment as a high treason. Frankly speak­
ing, Iraq played a crucial role in reach­
ing this agreement through 
Abdulkhaliq al-Samora’y who was the 
second person in charge during the rule 
of Ahmed Hassan al-Bakar. Al- 
Samora’y paid many visits to Aden and 
Sana'a in this regard.
Of course, the great role of the Arab 
League shall not be forgotten. 
Different committees to prompt the 
unification were formed. The relations 
between the two parts used to go up 
and down until a clear split occurred 
and led to the second war in 1979. As a 
result of the different international 
pressures, the two leaderships in the 
North and the South and reached an 
agreement stipulating the realization of 
unification within a period of 6 
months. However, the anti-unification 
forces in the North and the South 
worked actively to break any attempt 
that could lead to re-unifying Yemen 
and went as far as to threaten the assen- 
timent of President Ali Abdula Saleh 

and Abdulfatah Ismael if they reached 
an agreement to reunite Yemen. 
Abdulfatah Ismael was informed about 
this by the USSR Intelligence Service 
(KGB) which also gave him details of 
the plot against him. A forthcoming 
meeting between the two president of 
South and North Yemen scheduled for 
May 1979 in Sana’a was postponed 
due to the pressures exerted by the anti­
unification forces. Instead of a meeting 
between the two presidents, it was 
agreed to hold a meeting between two 
delegations with lower ranked offi­
cials. As a result of this failed meeting, 
sharp disagreements within the Yemeni 
Socialist Party over this issue 
appeared.
A very important thing that should be 
reminded here is that, in a meeting 
between ex-USSR head of state 
Mikhail Gorbachev and president Ali 
Salem al-Bith during his visit in 
Moscow, Gorbachev spoke about the 
crisis in Yemen in particular and said 
that, “Yemen is located in the Arab 
peninsula where lots of American 
interests reside. We do not have any 
interest there so that you can determine 
what you want by respecting the will of 
your people.” By that, Gorbachev 
advised Ali Salem al-Baith to improve 
his relation with the regime in the 
North. Therefore, the leadership in the 
South got the green light from the 
USSR to proceed with the unification 
process. In fact, without this particular 
international climate, the re-unification 
of Yemen could have tot been 
achieved in such a peaceful manner.

Way of Freedom and Independence:

Endless Path of Struggle
Ridhwan A. Al-
Saqqaf
Aden Bureau Chief

T
hirty nine years after the 
26th of September 
Revolution, which meant 
the end of a despotic era 
of the Imamates, Yemen 

witnessed huge changes in all life 
aspects. Thus, with the will of the peo­
ple, they were able to successfully 
cope with world changes. The 26th 
September Revolution prepared the 
ground for a second revolution, as the 
way to independence was an endless 
path of struggle. It was the Yemeni 
people’s destiny to struggle vigorously 
against the British colonialists. The 
dream of the whole Yemenis had been 
partially achieved on 14th October 
1963 and was almost fulfilled in 30 
November 1967 when South Yemen 
became independent and a new state 
was established. Afterwards, Yemenis 
continued to struggle for the sake of 
freedom and equality. On this occa­
sion, Aden Bureau Chief, Redhwan Al- 
Saqqaf, gathered with a number of 
social figures in the society and is 
offering the following reportage.
The well-known businessman, 
Mokhtar Mohammed Saleh Banafae, 
talked in this occasion saying “Our cel­
ebration of the 26th September 
Revolution signifies the truthful 
expression of the heroic deeds accom­
plished for the sake of the Yemeni peo­
ple. They have to be remembered for 
their brave sacrifice and because they 
did their best for this country. The vic­

tory of the Yemeni revolutions is the 
victory of the Yemeni wills. These 
wills are eager to live peacefully in its 
land and celebrate its anniversaries and 
the Independence Day. Our country 
can overcome the difficulties and 
achieve the crucial developmental 
projects. It is clear that Yemen could 
successfully lead the way to a compre­
hensive development for the sake of 
the Yemenis' ambitions and under the 
leadership of the President of the 
Republic, Ali Abdullah Saleh. In the 
near future, Yemen could achieve dra­
matic shifts in developmental, eco­
nomic, or social fields and encourage 
capital to be invested in Yemen.” 
Mohammed concluded his speech by 
conveying his heartfelt congratulation 
to the Yemeni people and to the leader­
ship of the 26th September.
In the same context, the Deputy 
Manager of Aden Refineries, Yousef 
KolayKel, said the greatness of this 
revolution was crowned by achieving 
the Yemeni Unification in May 22, 
1990. Yemen has achieved a lot under 
the leadership of President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh. “The heroic deeds of 
the martyrs will not be erased from our 
memories for the sake of the country,” 
he added.
The General Manager of Aden Hotel, 
Fadhl Alhelali, said, " first of all, I'm 
pleased to congratulate the president 
on the 39th anniversary of 26th 
September Revolution. By this, we 
remember the miserable conditions 
undergone by the Yemenis for a long 
time. Under the wise leadership headed 
by the President of the Republic, Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, Yemen did achieve so 
many things, such as democracy or 

pluralism. Such issues are given prior­
ity by the president."
Ahmad Abduh Al-Kareem said to a 
panel of distinguished Arab investors, 
"It is a great pleasure to congratulate 
the Yemeni people and the wise leader­
ship of the president Ali Abdullah 
Saleh. Yemen in a short period of time 
could dramatically shift in all aspects 
of life.” He went on saying that the 
people had the right to feel proud of its 
leadership.
The businessman, Hisham Al-Saqqaf, 
declared to YT, "First of all, I would 
like to seize this opportunity to talk 
about this dear occasions, the 26th 
September, 14th October and 30th 
November. These are all dear to us. 
Yemen has been progressing by leaps 
and pounds. There is room for compar­
ing today with tomorrow. These 
accomplishments have not been 
achieved for nothing. Efforts have 
been exerted to preserve the accom­
plishments of the revolution under this 
leadership. As a businessman, we are 
encouraged by the wise leadership of 
the president Ali Abdullah Saleh. 
Yemeni martyrs and patriots have sac­
rificed their lives in the Yemeni 
September and October revolutions in 
order to free the people from the dark 
period of the despotic Imamate regime 
and the British colonization. By their 
sacrifices, they have paved the way for 
the two revolutions of 26 September 
and 14 October which culminated by 
the declaration of the Unity on 22 May 
1990. Thus, the unity has realized one 
of the people's dearest strategic aims 
which represented a historic turning 
point and great change on the road to 
democracy and progress.”
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Yemen to Implement an
Ambitious Five-year Plan

Mahyoub Al-Kamali

A
ccording to the 5-year 
plan for 2001-2005, 
GDP per capita is 
expected to raise up to 
YR 84448 in 2005 com­

pared to YR 75276 in 2001, growing at 
a yearly average rate of 2.3 percent. The 
plan also forecasts a rise in the balance 
of payments to YR 457.8 billion.
The plan focuses on a continuing gov­
ernment support to enhance the eco­
nomic stability and augment labor force 
in the national economy by 876,000 
workers between 2001 and 2005. The 
government is optimistic about this plan 
and says the economic growth would 
create about 896,000 work opportuni­
ties.
It expects to attract foreign capital to 
increase investment in the available 
domains by 28.6 percent by 2005.
The plan also aims to control unem­
ployment and inflation rates related to 
non-oil GDP.
Expenditure on the final consumption is 
likely to rise from 71.8 percent in 2000 
to 72.4 percent in 2005. The augmenta­
tion is attributed to an increase in gov­
ernmental expenditure by 12 percent to 
cover the demands of implementing the

local council system and improve the 
administrative system of the govern­
ment and its staff.
The government is targeting GDP 
growth of 5.6 percent yearly as well as 
an increase of non-oil economy from 
66.3 percent in 2000 to 74.3 percent in 
2005. It is also working to provide the 
necessary resources, expected to 
amount YR 3 trillion in 2005, for a 
comprehensive development.
Around YR 198.821 billion (23 percent 
of total public expenditure and 11 per­
cent of the GDP) has been allocated to 
education until 2005. In addition, about 
6 to 7.6 percent of total public expen­
diture has been allocated to promote 
health services.
The first 5-year plan of 1996-2000 was 
said to have achieved an annual growth 
of 5.5 percent out of 7.2 percent target­
ed.
The first plan achieved a 21.3 percent 
rise in investments and a 44.2 percent 
increase in exports. The increases in oil 
prices greatly helped converting the 5.2 
percent deficit of the budget in 1995 to 
a 7.1 percent surplus in 2000.
The new five-year plan seems more 
ambitious in economic and develop­
ment growth rates. However, anticipa­
tion of the plan's efficiency to solve and 
overcome the economic problems and 
challenges remains to be determined by 
its implementation.

Aden Sea Port:
Competing with the Gulf Ports

A
den sea port, which has 
lately tried to revive its 
past glory as a naviga­
tion transit point, faces 
tough competition from 

Salalah, Dubai and Djibouti.
Since the terrorist attack on USS Cole 
in October last year, local authorities of 
the Aden Sea Port have been studying 
a promotional plan to restore confi­
dence in the harbor. The plan includes 
converting the port into an important 
export center and achieve a good rank 
among the other important seaports in 
the region.
Aden port has an advantage over 
Dubai port which is the saving of two 
sailing days through the Ormuz Straits 
to the Arab Gulf. However, it still 
needs a more developed infrastructure 
to compete against the 23 titanic cranes 
featured in Dubai port.
Like Aden seaport, the Omani Salalah 
port enjoys an excellent strategic loca­
tion. The Omani authorities have been 
working hard to develop the container 
terminal in Salalah in order to offer 
better services for the Gulf and the 
Indian Ocean. The port sees about 1.5 
million containers transiting per year 
and features 12 gigantic cranes.
Economists believe that Aden port

could offer strong competition to 
Dubai and Salalah ports by offering 
better prices for good services. They 
add that its significant location is 
attractive to vessels from the Red Sea 
and the Indian Ocean. According to 
them, the real threat on its future may 
come from Djibouti if a free zone is

established there.
Navigation sources say Aden port 
serves huge vessels that are usually 
served by a few great ports, which 
means that this will affect both Dubai 
and Salalah ports as transit companies 
will shift their activities to Aden.
It is expected that someday Aden port

will be a very busy and active trading 
center that will help Yemen gain rev­
enues to strengthen the general budget. 
To achieve such a position, authorities 
should work out plans to attract the 
huge vessels and develop the port serv­
ices.

New Opportunities to Develop National Industry
M

arketing experts 
believe that the 
local industrial 
sector has a good 
chance to increase

its production of foodstuffs, home 
appliances and fashion to cover the 
needs of the local market owing to 
the high prices of imported goods as 
a result of the rise in US dollar prices. 
The increase in the prices of import­
ed goods following the September 11

events demands local alternatives at 
lower prices.
Increases in prices was accompanied 
by the Yemeni Riyal losing 3 percent 
of its value since September 11. 
Dollar exchange rate has mounted to 
YR 172 from YR 169 two months 
ago, leading to a 3 to 4 percent 
increase in the prices of imported 
goods.
Marketing analysts think that 
increasing production of local facto­

ries will help the private sector com­
pete with the export sector and win 
consumers' confidence. However, the 
industrial sector seems likely to be 
unable to improve its production due 
to the stagnant market and push on 
imports.
They also say that the bad perform­
ance of the industrial sector in Yemen 
started during the freeing of foreign 
trade, which was accompanied by a 
sharp decrease of national imports

and production. Studies show that 
growth of the industrial sector is not 
improving because of the high cost of 
workers and fluctuation in the nation­
al currency exchange rate. 
Furthermore, neglecting the role of 
investment in improving industrial 
production also created a lot of prob­
lems for the local industry.
Industrial people accuse traders of 
creating a liquidity crisis by purchas­
ing hard currencies which affects the

available cash. Traders respond by 
saying that purchasing hard curren­
cies enable them to continue dealing 
with foreign companies, which is a 
matter that always affects the nation­
al industry. However, market 
researchers recommended the indus­
trial sector to activate demands on 
their products, attract foreign 
investors to local industry, direct 
resources to increase industrial pro­
duction, and increase exports to for­

eign markets.
The government plans focus on 
increasing non-oil exports by an 
annual growth of 17.1 percent 
through promoting tourism and the 
Aden free trade zone.
Therefore, there is a chance for the 
industrial sector to increase its pro­
duction under the current circum­
stances which make it difficult for 
importers to offer lower prices.

Job Vacancies
YEMEN COMPANY FOR MOBILE TELEPHONY - SABAFON

Seeking qualified candidates to fill the following positions
Corporate Department
LEGAL OFFICER(Ref-GM001)
Yemeni national.
Graduate lawyer with a minimum of 5 years 
experience.
Computer literate
Fluent in English and ability to translate legal 
documents from Arabic into English and vice 
versa.
Ability to provide professional legal services 
in various legal aspects, Agreements,properties 
leases, local subcontractors agreements, and the 
various corporate legal affairs.

PROFILE:
Five to ten years experience in the field of 
corporate law.
Diversified and extensive work experience 
in one or more of the above fields of expertise. 
Degree (advanced degree is preferred) in 
law and related discipline with evidence of an 
outstanding academic record.
Excellent analytic, writing and communication 
skills.
Proven ability to provide consultations and 
coordination with others.
Strong interpersonal skills, collegial orientation, 
capacity for electicism, flexibility and creativity. 
Fluency in English.

Technical Department
PDH/BTS Engineer (Ref.TD00I)
Specific Qualifications:
University Degree in Transmission Engineering 
One year experience in transmission equipment, 
mainly microwave GSM overview, Microwave 
principles, BTS architecture
Computer skills: PowerPoint, MS project 
Excellent command of English Language, 
spoken and written.

Radio Technician (Ref. TD002)
Specific Qualifications:
Technical diploma
One year experience in site survey & optimization 
GSM overview
Good command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

Drive Test Technician (Ref.TD003)
Specific Qualifications:
Technical Diploma
One year experience in site acceptance 
parameters checking GSM overview 
Good command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

BSS Technician (Ref. TD004)
Specific Qualifications:
University Degree in Telecommunications
One year experience in Siemens equipments is 
an asset
GSM Overview, BSS Operation & Maintenance 
Good command of English Language, spoken and 
written.

Administration Department
Facility & Logistic Manager (Ref. AD001)
Specific Qualifications:
University Degree in Business Admin or 
Engineering
Three years of experience in management 
of a business unit in a large organisation.
Excellent command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

Procurement Manager (Ref. AD002)
Specific Qualifications:
University Degree Business Administration
Three to Five Years of experience in Purchasing 
and inventory Controlling
Excellent command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

Travel & Logistics Coordinator (Ref. AD003)
Specific Qualifications:
University Degree in Business Administration 
Two to Four years in Travel/Airlines field 
Excellent command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

Sales Department
Senior Sales Executive (Ref. SD001)
Specific Qualifications:
University degree in Business Administration, 
Marketing or Public Administration 
Five years Sales Experience 
Excellent reporting skills
Excellent Computer skills
Excellent command of English Language, 
spoken and written.

Sales Trainer (Ref. SD002)
Specific Qualifications:
University Degree in Education or Public 
Administration
Five years experience in product management 
GSM & Telecommunications Overview 
Sales & retail techniques, selling skills 
Excellent command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

POS Developers (Ref. SD003)
Specific Qualifications:
University degree in Business Administration, 
Marketing or Public Administration
Two years experience in distribution of retail 
products or telecom 
Excellent reporting skills 
Located in Hadramout or Ebb
Good command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

Direct Sales Representatives (Ref. SD004)
Specific Qualifications:
University degree in Business Administration,
Marketing or Public Administration
Two years Sales Experience
Excellent reporting skills
Located in Mukallah or Sanaa
Good command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

Human Resources Department
Compensation & Benefits Manager (Ref. HR001)
Specific Qualifications:
University degree in law or economics
Four years in human resources management and 
payroll
Payroll techniques, legal and fiscal legislation
Excellent computer skills
Excellent command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

Training & Development Specialist (Ref. HR002)
Specific Qualifications:
University Degree
Three years in the training field
Excellent computer skills: PowerPoint, Excel 
Excellent command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

Secretaries (Ref. HR003)
Specific Qualifications:
University Degree
Two years experience in secretarial field
Excellent Computer skills
Excellent command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

Financial Department
Accountants (Ref. FD001)
Specific Qualifications:
University Degree in Accounting or Economics
Two to Five year experience in accounting
Excellent computer skills: Excel - Oracle
Good command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

Customer Service Department
Customer Service Representatives (Ref. CS001)
Specific Qualifications:
University Degree
One year experience in dealing with customers 
and customers complaints
GSM services & handsets
Located in Mukallah, Mareb, Saioun, Yafaa, Aden 
or Sanaa.
Good command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

Cashiers (Ref. CS002)
Specific Qualifications:
High school Diploma or higher
Two years experience in money handling and
Dealing with cash
Located in Mukallah, Mareb, Saioun or Yafaa.
Good command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

Technical Support (Ref. CS003)
Specific Qualifications:
University Degree in Telecom, Electronics or I.T
Good knowledge of PABX and IS tools and software
PABX/Call Center & IVR Knowledge
Good command of English Language, spoken 
and written.
Receptionists (Ref. CS004)
Specific Qualifications:
Male or female
High school Diploma
One year experience in similar position
Good command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

Recommendations for all positions:
Yemeni National.
Experience in related field is a must
Very good written & spoken Arabic & English
language
Excellent computer skills
Strong personality
Ability to work within a team

Office boys (Ref. CS005)
Yemeni National.
Located in Mukallah, Mareb, Saioun,
Yafaa, Aden & Sanaa

Main Building Security Supervisor (Ref. AD004)
Yemeni National.
Specific Qualifications:
University Degree
Three years Experience as a security supervisor
Strategic security planning
Good command of English Language, spoken 
and written.

Interested candidates are invited to send their CVs in 
strict confidence with job reference number to :

PO Box 18550, Sanaa, Republic of Yemen.
C/O Human Resources.
By fax: 01-216677 or 71 111001
within three weeks from the date of
this advertisement.
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By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Mother Fatima: A Woman of Great Faith
So simple was her outlook on life, that 
one would think that if life could be as 
she pictured it, it would indeed be a 
wonderful life and a life where pain 
would be easily forsaken for pleasure, 
now and in the hereafter. But in the 
aftermath of her productive life, one 
could in fact see that indeed her sim­
plistic outlook was quite sophisticated 
in context and inspired by a very pow­
erful force that indeed demands that 
people take the complications out of 
life and leave them for those who pre-

fer to live without faith and without 
any spiritual inclination - to lose them­
selves in the pain of their own doing. 
She was a woman that truly could see 
deep into the most solid of hearts and 
render all the fallacies of life worthless, 
because the Lord Al-Mighty really had 
no intention of complicating life for 
man. It was man who really betrayed 
God and eventually betrayed himself 
and thus transformed life into a cob­
web of misery, hunger, despair and 
frustration, by taking the simplicity out

of life and enmeshing life with so 
much complications needlessly. By the 
sheer loss of faith - the faith that truly 
comes from the heart and is free from 
the tyranny of misguided belief, where 
form takes over substance and confu­
sion stalls the growth of the mind - 
mankind finds itself engrained in eter­
nal conflict with jealousy, hate and 
prejudice setting the course for the 
human experience, rather than the 
course, which God Al-Mighty surely 
laid out plainly and simply for 
mankind to tread on to eventually 
reach that blissful experience: when 
the Lord Al-Mighty becomes an inspir­
ing companion, a real cause d'etre. 
Nothing else in life matters anymore 
except the fulfillment of minor mun­
dane responsibilities properly, such as 
bringing the children up and turning 
them into productive citizens - mem­
bers of the faith, mind you, first, and 
faithful members of the society later. 
This woman, despite her simplistic out­
look on life was imperial in stature, self 
confidence and so thankful to be 
among those who truly believe in God 
and believe in life, the way only God 
would have it - to follow that straight 
path - to happiness in this life and to 
eternal bliss in the hereafter.
You could see that when this woman 
was breathing her last breaths in life, 
she was fully confident where she was 
going. The name of the Al-Mighty was 
coming out of her lips in a continuous 
smooth flow, with her face radiating an 
illumination that seemed to penetrate 
the walls that surrounded her.
She never held a grudge against any­
one and she could never be the cause of 
anyone else's grudge. So remarkable 
was her ability to avoid agony and 
frustration, because her last resort was 
guaranteed by her strong faith in God, 
which acted like a shield around her 
guarding her against all human evil and 
the misfortunes of life. Of course, the 
Lord Al-Mighty was there to test her 
faith by the hardships which are

required to engrain the faith that God 
wants his creation to have in him and in 
the magnificence of life, that it would 
be unthinkable for life to have mean­
ing, if such tests were not there. Even 
prophets and messengers of Allah had 
to face the strains of life and to accept 
severe challenges to their missions. It 
is so with Mother Fatima. She was 
widowed early in life, having to rear 
four sons and two daughters, armed 
with nothing but a very powerful faith 
in God and the strong clan relation­
ships of her deceased husband's family. 
By sheer magic, God paved the way for 
this woman, although she was deprived 
of any tangible wealth to speak of, 
except a meager veteran's pension, that 
was not enough to keep six birds alive, 
let alone six children. But, her effer­
vescent smile, majestic character made 
the task of shouldering the heavy 
responsibility she had to bear seem like 
a breeze. Her four sons are all suc­
cessful engineers and doctors! Her two 
daughters have become successful 
mothers in their own right and all six of 
her children are trying to outdo each 
other in making sure that their wonder­
ful mother is never lacking in anything 
she needs. It is a remarkable human 
experience that one can see being 
passed down from one generation to 
the next, which truly adds to the 
entrenchment of faith that God wants 
to see implanted into the hearts of men 
and truly makes us realize that the sub­
mission to Allah's will, is not just a 
matter of words uttered every now and 
then - but a feeling of the heart and a 
mindset that are inseparable and har­
monious making life seem nothing 
more than a smooth train ride with the 
last station being nowhere else other 
than heaven.
More important, Mother Fatima did not 
have this selfish attitude or feeling of 
being closed minded that no one else 
mattered. She was always asking 
about this person or that person's moth­
er, and following up on other people's

problems just to see if there was any­
thing she could do to help out, or offer 
a prayer for, or just to guide you, so as 
to ensure that God's will be done prop­
erly and with all good and serious 
intention - not just for show!
Mother Fatima was that kind of a per­
son who will never leave your heart, 
because the faith she spewed forth was 
so enriching and so exhilarating that 
one is bound to feel that getting to 
know Mother Fatima is an awe inspir­
ing sign that no matter how bad life 
may seem to be, with faith there is real­
ly no hassle. It is just a passing 
moment in a long series of ages and 
peoples that, out of one's nothingness 
and meager place amidst it all, there is 
really a lot to cherish and to become 
attached to.
Out of her own free will, and without 
any effort of display, Mother Fatima 
would be on her prayer rug sometimes 
one hour before dawn, enjoying her 
own discourse with her Creator and not 
failing to outdo all the faithful around 
her in their affinity with the Divine, 
even if they were reared in the best of 
religious schools and under the best 
scholars! Mother Fatima did not have 
any formal schooling, except the 
school of Hard Knox!
Half the time you would meet Mother 
Fatima, you will find her fasting! This 
was outside the month of Ramadhan! 
When she came from Mecca, one could 
see the faithful spiritual experience 
illuminating from her effervescent 
smile and expressive eyes of maturity 
and one could see that for Mother 
Fatima this was truly a spiritual experi­
ence not a tourism journey.
God bless you Mother Fatima, for you 
will always be an inspiration to all 
those, who could tread on the faith that 
you always reflected and lived by and 
truly made us understand the magnifi­
cent value of knowing that through it 
all, God is there watching and waiting 
to pave the way to spiritual bliss, for 
those that do so want it and deserve it. 
She deserves it and we hope we can 
also deserve that eternal bliss of those 
who truly believe.
My sympathies go to her proud chil­
dren and grand children, and to all the 
Al-Aini and Al-Qadri families. It is 
with great pride that you should all 
always remember Mother Fatima. She 
was a spiritual phenomenon! May God 
bless her soul. Amen!

Rod Barbo to “Downward-Spiraling Newspaper”: 

“I am treated unfairly or with 
prejudice here in Yemen"

Y
emen Times 
received the follow­
ing letter from Mr. 
Rod Barbo, an 
American working 

in Yemen, who called YT a "down­
ward-spiraling newspaper" and 
based on the freedom of press and 
the right to reply, we publish it in 
text with no comments.

I got mad reading your steadily 
downward-spiraling newspaper and 
wrote an article for submission.

EVIL
I read the Yemen Times article “I am 
as American as the next guy is!” and 
was struck by what this author did 
NOT say. As for most Arab news I 
have watched lately, there was no 
open condemnation of both the 
hijackings/ bombings and the calls by 
some Muslims for Jihad. Instead, the 
cruel actions and the hatred and 
revenge underlying them are tiptoed 
around and treated as understandable 
and tolerated. The “I am as 
American...” author instead railed a 
whole lot more against a couple 
unstable Americans making relatively 
insignificant evil acts against individ­
uals and the country’s misguided for­
eign policies. Why is blame avoided 
on one side, but not on the other? It 
surely sounded to me like one side 
sense of injustice and anger is OK, 
and opposing biases held by other 
Americans were not. What kind of a 
double standard is being promoted 
among Arab Muslims?
The author Shaker Al-Ashwal was an 
American Yemeni Muslim. He thank­
fully can be just as American as I am, 
and American as can be a Chinese 
born Buddhist, a Hindu from India, a 
Pilipino Catholic, or even an Israeli 
born Jew. In contrast, I as a white 
American living in Yemen for over 8 
years can never be a Yemeni. A white 
Christian American like myself can 
never be a Saudi, an Omani, or ever 
any other Arab or Islamic citizen. If I 
asked, “Is it racist and prejudicial of 
all these Islamic countries to not let 
me become a citizen?” I suspect all 
Arabs would all loudly call “No, it 
isn’t! That’s something different!” 
But really, how different is it?
The major reason for the WTC 
attacks on civilians, as many recent 
Yemen Times articles have implied 
and as heard hundreds of times from 
Yemenis, is America’s blind and/or 
unfair support of Israel. Finally the 
“Islamic Link” stood up against it. 
And this "blind support” is also why I 
hear most Yemenis justify or excuse 
the WTC attackers and support the 
concept of Jihad if a new war starts. 
A specific example of an unfair US 
policy which incited the WTC attacks 
and often noted by Yemenis this week 
was America’s recent refusal at an 
international meeting to label Israel as 
racist in their political policies. At 
first glance, the US stance appears to 
support only Israel. But, if America 
were to agree to across-the-board 
label Israel as “racist”, would not they 
have to apply the same standard to at 
least 20 other Islamic countries? Is it 
a completely bad thing to have 
enough foresight to refuse labeling 
them all? Did it strike any one else as 
odd that “racist” labels are only bad 
as well as a “Zionist Plot” when 
America stood up against them, but 
not when the same standard is held by

Muslim radicals?
I am treated unfairly or with prejudice 
here in Yemen on a regular basis. In 
stark contrast to the Quran (“Wail Al- 
Mutaffafiin” begins the applicable 
Sura), I pay more for bus or airline 
tickets, visas, work permits and a 
bunch of other things than does a 
Yemeni. 97% of the population here 
is always trying to charge foreigners 
more on the street just because they 
think all white folks are rich and igno­
rant. Could this be a Zionist plot to 
make me resent Arabs and their cul­
ture? Rubbish! It is just the universal 
problem of selfish people with more 
of a desire to get for themselves, or at 
least for their brother, than to care for 
outsiders or do what is right. We all 
at times can feel angry at selfishness 
and injustice just like a Palestinian... 
But as a human being, I am an indi­
vidual responsible for my self and my 
own response. I do not blow up the 
Sana’a Trade Center some evenings 
just because tax collectors, customs 
officials, or government employees 
have repeatedly blackmailed our 
company. I do not kidnap neighbors 
or guests because several Yemeni 
companies ordered equipment from 
my company and never finished pay­
ing for it. Of course, I do not because 
God has clearly said that I am respon­
sible for myself and for my own 
actions. When someone behaves 
badly towards me (and they do here in 
Yemen every week in a hundred small 
ways), I have a moral choice to not 
become just as evil as the original 
perpetrator by responding with evil. 
We would all say I am wrong if I 
bring home a problem at work and 
yell at my kids because of it. Even if 
it is understandable, it is wrong. I 
become a bad person if I let problems 
around me being my excuse for com­
mitting a similar evil act. Or, even 
doing a much greater evil action like 
the secretly-admired hijackers did to 
New York. Let us openly call the 
attacks and their perpetrators what 
they are - an evil hypocrisy rather 
than a staging ground for a Jihad. 
Osama and those like him, who want 
to start a Jihad, are nothing more than 
selfish and evil people just like those 
Jews and Americans they hate.
Although I admit that I am not always 
good at it, I try to not be overcome by 
evil and so become evil myself. 
Rather, I find that I can live here in 
Yemen a lot more peacefully and con­
tentedly if I respond to evil with good 
instead. Even if it is sometimes hard, 
I have to remind myself constantly 
that there is a God who Judges and 
who has promised to Avenge not only 
all big evils, but also all of our unkind 
words and even unkind thoughts. I 
am a much nicer guy to be around 
when I let God be Judge and Avenger. 
Dozens of times recently I have heard 
Yemenis and the Arab press praising 
the US government to be wise and 
considerate in their threats of retalia­
tion; to not overreact and attack citi­
zens in Afghanistan or other Muslim 
countries. But many of these same 
people around me here rejoice that the 
Mujahideen did it to America. Let us 
call it what it really is: “Two wrongs 
do not make a right.” No one with a 
conscience should even tolerate the 
insane call for Jihad if US stoops 
attack terrorist camps in countries like 
Afghanistan. Rather, your paper 
should expose the rampant tolerance 
of terrorism and calls for Jihad for the 
hypocrisy, hate, anger, and selfishness 
they are.

Rod Barbo 
RnRBar@y.net.ye

Dear Editor,
I have been reading your editorials in 
the last few weeks. I wonder if the 
people of Yemen and other countries 
of that area are as aware or unaware of 
the character of the media the average 
American is exposed to?
The average American has no clue as 
how to spell "foreign policy" and 
much less as it applies to the Middle 
East.
The media (television really...most 
Americans don't read very much) is

very biased towards the foreign policy 
applied to your part of the world; this 
policy is very easily fed to the masses. 
Most Americans (and Canadians) are 
nice people but they are really 
extremely ignorant vis-a-vis US for­
eign policy and how it affects the 
average Arab. Very few people ask 
themselves why the Muslims are so 
unhappy with the US-Israel policies.
The other day while waiting for some 
take-out food I picked the local news­
paper. On page 24 was an article about

some Palestinians, including a young 
girl, having been killed. I will bet that 
if the young girl had been Israeli, that 
would have made the front page.
I guess what I am trying to tell you is 
that Americans need to be educated 
and that if you folks don't do it, 
nobody will. I suggest the Middle 
Eastern countries spend some money, 
hire a slick marketing company and 
some TV time and start educating!

Frank Pallares MD
San Antonio, Texas

More Letters on page 14

How Easy Is It 
to Contact a 

Minister?

Hisham al-Qubati

I
 tried for more than 4 days to 

contact a minister or even to 
get his response. I phoned his 
office and told the man who 
replied that I wanted to 

arrange a meeting between the 
Minister and an American journalist 
who had come all the way from the 
United States to meet him. He was 
very friendly. He told me that it was 
not of his responsibility and provid­
ed me with two phone numbers in 
order to reach the people able to 
help me. By the end of the third day, 
the number of phone numbers 
reached 10, including different cell­
phone numbers. I was still unable to 
get through to the minister or even 
receive a negative response. My 
friends kept telling me to give it up. 
"If you don't know any of his rela­
tives or close friends, don't fancy to 
get his reply," they told me. But, I 
went on trying, waiting for at least: 
'No, he is busy."
The new wind of change and its con­
sequences make some officials more 
wanted by reporters thirsty for infor­
mation on thoughts of what is going 
on regionally and internationally. 
Reporters come from the US or the 
United Kingdom looking for a 
chance to meet with such important 
people in order to come close to 
Yemen's commitment to fight terror­
ism. Not all of them succeed in their 
mission. Some get bored of calling a 
lot of phone numbers and getting 
only more phone numbers. The few, 
who succeeded, were accompanied 
by a big number of people from the 
Ministry of Information wherever 
they went. A CNN reporter, com­
mented "I think the Ministry of 
Information has the biggest number 
of employees."
Journalists here have always been 
complaining about officials screen-
ing news that is, most often, dis­
closed by foreign news agencies. 
Some officials say some news circu­
lated internationally are misleading. 
I wonder then why they do not try to 
give the true news on time, before 
giving others a chance to use their 
wildest imagination.
Journalists have the right to get 
information from its sources. Their 
jobs should be facilitated instead of 
made difficult. And, after all, 
Journalists are not spies who should 
be dogged wherever they go.

mailto:RnRBar@y.net.ye
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Suicides in Aden: Shocking Facts & Figures
Mohammed Saeed
Al-Mikhlafi 
Aden

S
uicide is a widespread phe­
nomenon which affects the 
lives of people of various 
age groups regardless of 
being males or females. The 

motivations that may force a person to 
commit suicide vary from one person 
to another, based on the psychological 
and social environment. Moreover, the 
reason behind suicide could be a psy­
chological disorder, which may not 
noticed by the persons living along 
with the person who commit suicide. 
In an attempt to know more about this 
phenomenon through different points 
of view, we paid visits to some depart­
ments closely linked to contemplating 
the reasons leading to suicide. Based 
on the studies conducted by the 
Department of Planning & Information 
at Aden Security Department, the rea­
sons behind committing suicide appear 
to be moral weakness and lack of reli­
gious discipline. In addition, suicide is 
one of the most mysterious and incom­
prehensible acts committed by human 
beings.

Aden Governorate totaled 77 suicides 
and 114 suicide attempts from 1995 to 
1999. In 1995 alone. Aden witnessed 
13 suicides and 20 suicide attempts, 

while in 1996 the number of suicides 
reached the number of 14 with 20 sui­
cide attempts. In 1997, there were 18 
suicides and 30 suicide attempts, for 17 
suicides and 25 suicide attempts in 
1998. In 1999, the number of suicides 
and suicide attempts totaled 15 and 19 
respectively. Thus, the total number of 
persons to have committed suicide or 
to have attempted committing suicide 
in the period running from 1995 to 
1999 totaled 191.
Consequently, suicides have witnessed 
a significant increase from 1995 to 
1998 as the highest number of suicides 
was registered in this period. The high­
est number of suicides was in 1997 
totaling 18 suicides, for 15 suicides 
only the following year. Similarly, the 
suicide attempts also rose in 1997 to 30 
attempts, while dropping to 19 
attempts in 1999.
The reasons and motivations leading to 
committing suicide can be outlined in 
the weakness of religious discipline, 
psychological disorders, social prob­
lems, and suffering from incurable dis­
eases.
As for the methods used in committing 
suicide, they range from shooting a 
gun, hanging, taking drugs and toxic 
substances, setting the body on fire, 
and jumping from high buildings. As 

for sex differences, the year 1998 can 
be taken as an example. Out of 15 sui­
cides, males and females accounted for 
10 and 5 respectively. Out of 25 suicide 

attempts, there were 10 males and 15 
females.
Concerning the age groups of the per­
sons who committed or attempted sui­
cide, the age group from 18-30 years 
witnessed 16 suicides (14 males and 2 
females). In the age group from 42-50 
years, there had been 17 suicides (13 
males and 4 females).
The educational levels of the persons 
who committed or attempted suicide 
are as follows: from the 1st grade up to 
the 7th grade there had been 10 sui­
cides (8 males and 2 females); from the 
8th grade up to secondary school there 
had been 18 suicides (12 males and 6 
females); at post-secondary education 
only 2 suicides were witnessed; in the 
level of illiterate people, 10 committed 
suicide (3 males and 7 females).
As far as techniques used for commit­
ting or attempting to suicide, 11 sui­
cides were carried out by absorbing 
large quantities of drugs (3 males and 7 
females), 14 suicides by setting body 
on fire (5 males and 9 females), 3 sui­
cides by shooting a gun, 5 suicides by 
cutting veins, 3 suicides by jumping 
from high places, 2 suicides by hang­
ing, 1 suicide by drinking toxic sub­
stances, and one by stabbing the stom­
ach with sharp glass.
Now let us have a look at some cases. 
A.A., 35 years old, holder of a diploma 
from the police college and who used 
to work for the police, shot himself 
causing immediate death. He left a 
farewell message to his wife in his 
pocket. After checking the personal 
record of that person, it was confirmed 
that he was unsociable and extremely 
loved his wife but thought she did not 
care for him.
Another person; N.A., 34 years old, a 
secondary school female teacher who 
used to work for a nursery, was found 
dead after she set herself on fire. It was 
confirmed that she was suffering from 
chronic psychological problems and 
that her body presented deformations 
since her birth. In addition, she 
appeared to be ugly and to have only 
one eye.

We interviewed many specialists about 
this alarming phenomenon in an 
attempt to discuss the reasons behind 
suicide and to find appropriate solu­
tions to this problem. Here are some 
excerpts of the interviews:

Abdulwahid 
Abdurahman Ahmed, 
professor of psychology 
at Aden Faculty of 
Education, points out 
that suicide is a social 

phenomenon prevailing in many soci­
eties because of several reasons linked 
to the social fabric of those societies. 
Suicide is the act of killing oneself 
intentionally by using a certain method 
of his own and without the intervention 
of other persons. Moreover, suicide is a 
behavioral phenomenon in response to 
certain social circumstances. It is also 
noticeable that suicide among males is 
more common than among females. 
Some studies reveal that suicide 
increases when one gets older. 
However, there are noticeable differ­
ences in this regard due to the biologi­
cal, psychological and social structure 
of people. Similarly, there are many 
ways for committing suicides, that are 
mostly related to gender and age. 
Concerning the reasons and motiva­
tions behind committing suicide, they 
vary from one society to another. It is 
obvious that the main reasons behind 
committing suicide are family break­
ups. divorce, economic hardships, 
social problems, pessimism, failure, 
feeling to have sinned or to be guilty, 
self-hatred, self-denial, and psycholog­
ical instability. Similarly, the reasons 
leading to committing suicide are prin­
cipally caused by depression, which 
result from failure in love relation, dis­
appointment, losing a job or the death 
of a dear person. Indeed, all what has 
been mentioned before are direct con­
sequences of depression and stress. It 
has been proved that the depression- 
related diseases are amongst the most 
fatal diseases and even more serious 
than heart and cancers diseases. This is 

an issue of major concern. 
Psychological disorders should be 
given proper attention and not separat­
ed from the physical illnesses. Almost 
every psychologist along with other 
specialists acknowledge the strong 
relationship between the psychological 
mood and the immunity system since 
depression, worry and stress are close­
ly related to physical illnesses, such as 
diabetes, high blood pressure, rheuma­
tism and some cancer diseases.

Sheikh Abdulbari 
Mohammed Othman 
noted that the suicide 
phenomenon is a clear 
manifestation of the per­
son’s inability to assume 

his duties and responsibilities in life. In 
fact, this is just a reflection of the pes­
simism and melancholy in which the 
person who committed suicide used to 
live. The spirit of the person who com­
mits suicide is full of psychological ill­
nesses and complexes. Furthermore, 
the person who does commit suicide is 
an abnormal person lacking faith in 
God and sees everything as dark and 
bleak. Interestingly, suicides are sel­
dom taking place in Islamic societies 
since the person who dares committing 
suicide should have no faith in the 
almighty God. The Holy Quran stated 
that if anyone killed a person not in 
retaliation of murder, it would be as if 
he had killed all mankind, and if any­
one who saved a life, it would be as if 
he had saved the lives of all mankind.

The Manager of the 
Criminal Investigation 
Office in Aden, Colonel 
Abdulhadi Ghaleb, 
says that this phenome­
non is not widely spread 

in Aden. We can call it a phenomenon 
found within the family context. We 
observed that this phenomenon was 
restricted only to some people who 
always fell under the influence of 
chronic psychological disorders or 
excessive use of drugs. All these issues 

have negative consequences and result 
in committing suicide consciously or 
unconsciously.
Love and infatuation among the youth 
is the major cause of suicide. When 
they are suddenly informed that their 
marriage proposals are rejected, 
whether they are males or females, 
they may choose suicide.
Those who tried to commit suicide by 
absorbing toxic substances are usually 
saved. Therefore, our duty is to treat 
them well, calm them down and find 
the main causes of their suicide 
attempts by meeting their relatives and 
their parents. By this, we can given 
them the chance to look for better solu­
tions and better treatment.
He added that such problems must be 
tackled immediately by informing and 
spreading awareness among the peo­
ple. The security departments as well 
as the media have thus to assume their 
respective duties effectively in this 
respect.
Taking as a whole, the proper educa­
tion of our children and involving them 
in the different difficulties and tribula­
tions of life will give them the chance 
to be more patient and efficient in tack­
ling their daily life problems. As we 
must support them, we must let them 
know the true principles of Islam, fear 
of the Almighty God and trust in Him, 
which all will function as deterrents 
from any act of suicide.

Ahl Alkhf: People of Cave Reawaken in Saber
Abdulalem Baggash

T
aiz is distinguished for its 
strategic location. It is sit­
uated in the northern 
slopes of a very high, sky­
ward, and well-known 

mountain called Saber Mountain at an 
altitude of 3070 meters. Saber 
Mountain by itself is a wonder as it 
embraces the city in its arms. Many 
springs and streams run on its sides and 
give a heavenly beauty to the villages 
located around. Until recently, you 
could only see darkness when you 
looked at them at night. However, the 
situation considerably evolved as a 
result of an amazing road which was 
paved from Taiz to the top of the 
mountain. Most of the villages have 
been since then provided with electric­
ity. By seeing all this at night, you can­
not help admiring the captivating and 
beauty of the whole scenario. Indeed, 
some people climb this majestic moun­
tain to enjoy a spectacular scenery.
It is said that the inhabitants of the 
Saber Mountain have transmitted from 
one generation to another the knowl­
edge of the presence of the Cave in 
their region, as mentioned in the Holy 
Quran, inside a small old mosque. The 
mosque is known as the mosque of the 
People of the Cave (Gamae Ahl Al- 
Kahf). It is situated in south of Taiz at 
the top of the Saber Mountain in a

small village called Al-Meaqab. The 
Mosque of People of the Cave is con­
sidered to be of great strategic impor­
tance and represents a religious monu­
ment in the history of Yemen.
It is believed that the mosque is a 
blessed venue where the Young Men, 
Ahl Al-Khaf or (Alfetia), came for 
peace and devoted themselves for the 
services of God. During their time and 
for hundreds of years, the people used 
to be pagans.
Their story was narrated in the Holy 
Quran in a Surra called Ahl Al-Kahf 
(the People of the Cave). The story was 
chronologically placed after the story 
of Noah and the flood, a worldwide 
deluge which was mentioned in the

Holy Quran and various other ancient 
religions.
Numerous narrations and illustrations 
emerged to try to find the exact loca­
tion of the People of the Cave which 
had been ignored for a long time. It is 
said that it can be found in Al-Raqeem 
Mountain in Jordan, while other 
sources indicate the Cave to be in Iraq 
or in Syria.
In Yemen, it is believed that the real 
spot of the Cave is in Saber Mountain 
in Taiz. Researchers confirmed this 
hypothesis through recent discoveries 
and historical evidences. The head of 
the mosque there, Mohammed Abdu 
Al-Faqee, said that the task of his fam­
ily has been to inform people of the 
exact location where the People of the 
Cave stayed for a long time. The place 
(the Cave) exactly lies under the 
mosque. Moreover, there is a person 
who shows people where the People of 
the Cave lived. His job, called Al- 
Mansoob, has been inherited by oral 
tradition from one generation to the 
next.
The small white mosque located in Al- 
Meeqab village consists of two adja­
cent buildings. One of them is smaller 
and older. It presents only one room 
and a hole in the corner of the mosque. 
This hole is roofed with stones and is 
enclosed by a decorated wooden cage. 
It is believed that the old mosque’s 
Kiblah direction pointed toward

Jerusalem in Palestine, before being 
directed to the Kabaa in the North. The 
establishment of the old mosque dates 
back to the pre-Islamic era and its 
repairs go back to around 800 years. 
Historical sources mention that the 
new building was erected by Ahmad 
Bin Alwan, the leader of the mystic 
(Sufi) movement in Yemen and is char­
acterized by its decorated wooden pil­
lars.
Yemeni historians indicate also that a 
small suburb in Taiz was called 
Deqianos, as it is believed that the 
People of the Cave emerged during the 
reign of the king Deqianos. He was 
described as the " the liar" who forced 
the Young Men to flee the city. While 
the Young Men believed in God, their 
companions were pagans as the king. It 
is said that these Young Men were 
threatened by the king who wanted 
them to worship the pagan divinities 
and abandon their own God. 
Consequently, the Young Men had to 
leave and climbed the mountain for 
protection. The People of the Cave hid

and slept in the cave for 309 years as 
narrated by the Holy Quran. This clear­
ly shows that the story of the People of 
the Cave is true. The Holy Quran's 
descriptions match those made by the 
population of the village: "And you 
might have seen the 'sun, when it rose, 
declining to the right from their Cave, 
and when it set. turning away from 
them to the left, while they lay in the 
midst of the Cave. That one of the 
proof evidences of Allah."

The cave’s entry is located in the 
mosque and interestingly a gentle wind 
coming out from the hole can be felt. 
The population of the village think that 
there is a another cave situated at the 
bottom of Saber Mountain communi­
cating with to top where the People of 
the Cave might have stayed. Many vis­
itors from all over the world come reg­
ularly to pay a visit to this historical 
site.
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Book Review

Yemen, Jewel of Arabia
By Charles & Patricia Aithie 
Reviewed by Karen Dabrowska

B
etween a travelogue and 
a socio-cultural history 
of Yemen, the book by 
Charles & Patricia Aithie 
is beautifully produced 

with over 350 colour photographs and 
an insightful text.
In the introduction, Mark Marshall, a 
former British ambassador to Yemen 
provides a brief historical resume for 
the general reader. He concludes that 
the authorities in the Yemen Arab 
Republic held that in Yemen unity was 
impossible without democracy but that 
any attempt to break up the union 
would also amount to an attempt to 
impose at least partial dictatorship. 
When the ex-leaders of the Peoples 
Democratic Yemen Republic, having 
lost the election, tried to recreate their 
ex state, their failure to do so was at 
least in part due to popular revulsion at 
the idea of losing the two values, unity 
and democracy. That the Republic of 
Yemen survived this rude test in its 
infancy, is why today as in the mythi­
cal days of Qahtah and so rarely since, 
the land of Yemen is once again united 
under Yemeni rule.
The introduction is followed by a 
chronology stretching from 5000 BC to 
the present day - the final entry read­
ing: 2000 northern border agreed with 
Saudi Arabia.
The book is divided into three sections: 
The Highlands, the Tihama and the 
Hadramaut, the south coast and Aden. 
Sadly, the authors neglect Socotra, a 
pictorial gem and do not do justice to 
the old city of Sana’a with its numer­
ous markets and colorful characters. 
The photographs of the scenery, espe­
cially the mountains in the north and 
the harbor of Aden are as breathtaking 
as the subject matter but there is little 
empathy for the people: the book is a 
book which delights in scenery and 
buildings rather than the country’s 
inhabitants.
The authors must be congratulated for 
their penetrating flashes of insight into 
Yemeni life: they talk about agricul­
ture, architecture, crafts, religion, qat, 
coffee and even ghost crabs which are 
able to run forwards, backwards or 
sideways across the sand at speeds of 
up to 16 kilometres an hour.
The introduction to the highlands 
reminds the reader that the rough ter-

rain which has contributed much to the 
isolation of Yemen’s interior, has given 
rise to unique forms of agriculture, 
architecture and lifestyle. Until the 
twentieth century few foreigners saw 
the area: until the revolution in the 
1960s travellers needed permission 
from the Imam himself to enter it. 
Those visitors who did travel in the 
highlands experienced many difficul­
ties and returned with tales of a remote 
world. But, even though much of the 
highlands of Yemen is still wild, mys­
terious and difficult to access, men 
from its remote villages have them­
selves often travelled extensively - 
some, for example, as sailors from the 
port of Aden during British rule. This 
has meant that, despite their apparent 
isolation, many of the people of these 
areas have a broad knowledge of the 
world.
The authors have combined their pho­
tographic skills with assiduous 
research. In their description of The 
Tihama they mention the Danish expe­
dition led by the explorer Carsten 
Niebuhr in 1763. At that time al- 
Luhayya and Mukha were described as 
the main ports of the Tihama. the low­
land strip that lies along the Red Sea 
coast. Since then the coffee trade has 
declined and the shift from dhows and 
fishing boats to modern shipping and 
oil tankers has seen Hodeidah take 
over as the main port: the city has seen 
much expansion in recent years. Yet 
much of the Tihama beyond Hodeidah 
is still rooted in the past and communi­
ties have continued to sustain a way of 
life that existed for centuries - and one 
unlike that of other parts of Yemen.
In addition to the main narrative, the 
story of the country is told through 
photo captions: in the section on the 
Hadramaut and the south coast, next to 
a photo of dangerous looking horns, 
we learn that today there are still 
dances in the interior of the Hadramaut 
at which the dancers hold ibex horns 
above their heads in a ceremonial re­
enactment of a time when the ibex hunt 
was a commonplace event. The ibex 
hunt ceremony was part of an ancient 
ritual to invoke rain to water the crops. 
Some topics, such as Hadramaut 
honey, the Tawila Tanks in Aden and 
the geological story are separated from 
the narrative by boxes.
The book takes the reader on a journey 
through the country which the Romans 
called Arabia Felix - Fertile Arabia -

capturing a way of life which changed 
little over the centuries until the 1970s 
but is now being eroded.
Many of the cities are described in 
great detail where the present is always 
cross referenced with the past. Taiz, for 
example, is a tremendously energetic 
city. “It has been inhabited since pre- 
Islamic times and has been a capital for 
various periods during its history. 
Today it is a centre of modern industry 
and commerce and buzzes with life. It 
sits on a plateau about 80km northeast 
of Mukha at an altitude of 1,400m. The 
citadel perched on its own volcanic 
cone, is tucked under the cliffs of the 
3,200-m high Jebel Sabr, a granite 
mountain. During the reign of Imam 
Ahmad bin Yahya Hamid ad Din who 
died in 1962 it housed the hostage rel­
atives by whom he sought to secure the 
allegiance of the tribal leaders. The city 
sprawls beneath it”.
Like the country they are describing, 
the authors have a multi-faceted back­
ground: Charles Aithie was born in 
Edinburgh and studied geology at 
Aberdeen and Oxford Universities 
before working for BP for ten years, in 
Scotland, the UAE and Indonesia. 
Patricia Aithie is a Fellow of the Royal

Geographical society and a member of 
the British Guild of Travel Writers. She 
was born in Cardiff and studied Fine 
Art and History of Art at the 
Canterbury College of Art before 
studying at the Glamorgan School 
Journalism.
They both lived and worked together in 
the Middle and Far East for more than 
five years travelling extensively with 
their cameras. They now work from 
their home in Wales, where in addition 
to their researching and writing work 
they maintain an extensive photo­
graphic library serving publishers and 
the visual media.
For further information and copies of 
Yemen Jewel of Arabia contact Emma 
Ainger, Marketing Manager, Stacey 
International: emm@stacey-interna- 
tional.co.uk

CULTURAL 
NEWS

Saba Published Distinguished 
News Features

Yemen News Agency (Saba) issued 
two news features for following up 
the latest developments related to the 
U.S. anti-terror campaign. The first 
file entitled "The U.S. toward 
Retaliation” and the second “The 
U.S. toward War” are two of the best 
files issued by Saba News Agency in 
its history. The two files included in­
depth reporting, analysis and news 
stories about the attacks on New 
York and Washington coming from 
various sources. The new publica­
tions are the product of the Reporting 
Bureau at Saba News Agency headed 
by Mr. Abdulelah Shaya’a and the 
support of Mr. Nasar Taha Mustafa 
Chairman of the Board of Director of 
Saba News Agency.

Maqaleh Awarded al-Shareqa 
Prize for Culture

Dr. Abdulaziz al-Maqaleh has 
recently been awarded the al- 
Shareqa Prize for Culture. Mr. al- 
Maqaleh ranked first of 37 candi­
dates who were nominated for this 
prize. It is worth mentioning that this 
honoring prize is awarded to distin­
guished intellectual and creative 
activities taking place in Asia, which 
is administered by UNESCO.
Al-Maqaleh is the first author and 
poet from the Arab region to win this 
prize. Miss. Taylor, Chairman of the 
committee, said that the committee 
unanimously agreed to translate the 
different works of Dr. al-Maqaleh 
into English and French.

Al-Azzani
Remembered

Saleh Abdulbaqi 
Cultural Editor 
Yemen Times

T
he glorious period that 
Aden witnessed in the 
1950s and 1960s made it a 
springboard for thought, 
culture and politics. This 

was not restricted to Yemen alone but it 
extended over the whole Arabic 
Peninsula and the Gulf countries.
Among these eminent and creative 
Yemeni talents, we find Mohammed 
Saleh Azzani. In a short period, Al- 
Azzani achieved what no one could 
achieve in his age in the field of 
singing. His talent is endless and 
allows him to be very creative in the 
composition of modern songs. He was 
greatly admired by the great singers 
Mohammad Morshed Nagi and 
Mohammad Sa'ad Abdullah. The 
deceased singer. Ahmad Bin Ahmad 
Kasem, offered him a song entitled “I 
Believe I Love you" which was per­
formed by the singer Ahmad 
Mahyoob.
Al-Azzani was born in Aden in 1964. 
He grew up and studied there. He 
attended Al-Nahdha School where 
Mohammed Murshed Nagi had the 
leading impact to make Al-Azzani's 
voice echoed in the world of songs. In 
1985, he presented the first artistic 
work of his life.
He is so gifted that he can create and 
bridge any artistic work. He met the

great singer, Mohammad Mohsen 
Atrosh who has had the greatest influ­
ence on him. The latter praised Al- 
Azzani for his voice abilities.
Then. Al-Azzani sang a number of 
wonderful songs that were aired on 
Aden Radio Station. In this short peri­
od of time, he gained huge popularity 
and love by the audience.
During his artistic career, he created 
and composed so many songs.
As he could not achieve the popularity 
he was aspiring for. he sought another 
environment where he could prosper. 
He went to Djibouti to participate in 
artistic festivals.
In short, his marvelous and unique 
voice granted him large success. So, he 
could achieve what many Yemeni 
singers were unable to.

Myths of Gold Treasures 
Destroy History

F
rom time to time we hear 
about new discoveries of 
traces of ancient civiliza­
tions in Yemen. Among 
those glorious civilizations 

is Sheba whose story was documented 
in Holy Books. Despite its ancient his­
tory, Yemeni soil is still full of treas­
ures of this fading kingdom.
Recently, there has been news on a dis­
covery of foundations of a very old 
kingdom in Radman province in al- 
Beidhaa. This kingdom was estab­
lished on a hill. The road leading from 
center of al-Beidhaa to this place is 
very tough and mountainous. The 
place is surrounded by huge mountains 
at 2000 feet above sea level. It is said 
that this kingdom appeared in the 8th 
century BC after the collapse of the 
state of Shammar Yuharish.
The recently discovered site is fully 
fenced. Its location between the king­
doms of Sheba and Himiar indicates 
that it had been the trading market of

both kingdoms. As approaching the 
area is still not allowed, I could not 
take any photos from the site. All the 
traces uncovered indicate establish­
ment of a very strong kingdom there. 
The archeologists dug out a fence, old 
cities, palaces, markets, temples, wells. 
Part of the fence, two gates that are 
believed to lead to the Himiarian king­
dom were found.
Unfortunately, a lot of people are still 
ignorant of the great value of such 
sites. Many ancient palaces have been 
destroyed by people who wanted to 
make use of their nice ready stones for 
building. Others, seeking gold treas­
ures, destroyed whatever they found 
on their way.
The myths of gold treasures still threat­
en a lot of ancient and historic sites in 
al-Beidhaa and many ancient gover­
norates. It is therefore necessary to set 
up strict procedures to protect such 
ancient sites.

’’ORIYA SAMAJ” in Sana’a, Yemen
In a drive to promote a better cultural cohesion among 
the Oriyas (belonging to the state of Orissa, India) 
living in the Republic of Yemen, a cultural forum 
called ORIYA SAMAJ is proposed to be set up. The 
headquarters of the proposed SAMAJ will be located 
in Sana'a. All the Oriyas living and working in various 
fields in different parts of Yemen are requested to send 
their names, occupations and addresses in Yemen to:

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
Convenor
The ORIYA SAMAJ
P.O. Box 14533, Sana’a
Republic of Yemen
E mail: moinuli@aptech.ac.in

VACANCIES
The United Nations’ Children’s Fund (UNICEF) invites all applicants to apply for the three positions below 
based in Sana’a to undertake the following tasks. When you apply please specify which position you are 
applying for.

1. Programme Assistant - Child protection #2008
2. Programme Assistant - Area Based Programme #2009
3. Programme Assistant - Health and Nutrition #2004

Tasks:
1. Collect information mainly from records and reports and prepares periodic and ad hoc reports on 

programme and project activities.
2. Organizes data and information, prepares and maintains records, documents and control plans for the 

monitoring of project/programme implementation.
3. Contributes to the preparation of reports, project documents and submissions to governments by providing 

information. Preparing tables and drafting relatively routine sections. Prepares background information for 
use in discussions with governments and other organizations. Participates in the briefing and debriefing of 
project personnel.

4. Scrutinizes plans of operations, exchanges of letters and takes appropriate follow-up action. Assists in the 
administrative process of government requests for assistance.

5. May be required to carry out specific administrative operational/control tasks for project/programme 
activities.

6. Performs other duties as required.

Qualifications and skills required:
- Completion of secondary education, preferably supplemented by technical or university courses in a field 

related to the work of the organization.
- Knowledge of computer use (e. g. MS Office)
- Six years of progressively responsible clerical or administrative work, of what at least one year was closely 

related to support of programme activities.
- Fluency in English and Arabic (reading, writing and speaking)

If you have the necessary qualifications and background for the three positions listed above, we encourage 
you to submit your CV expressing which post you are applying for to the:

Operations Officer - UNICEF Yemen
P. O. Box 725,Sana’a
Republic of Yemen

Please mention the appropriate reference as above on your covering letter.
The deadline for receiving applications for the above post is 30 October 2001
UNICEF Yemen works in a smoke free environment.

mailto:emm@stacey-interna-tional.co.uk
mailto:moinuli@aptech.ac.in
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I. What to Say

“Being the complete man”
Doctor: Good morning, dear students. As you know

we are discussing aspects of personality 
development. Today we are going to reflect 
on how to be a complete man.

Sameera: What do you mean by ‘complete man’, 
doctor?

Doctor: That’s, precisely what we are going to look
at. Well, to start with, being the complete 
man implies developing an integrated 
personality.

Fatima: What are the most vital aspects of
personality that need to be integrated, 
doctor?

Doctor: A good question. You know, there are two
essential aspects of personality. One is the 
cognitive aspect and the other is affective 
aspect. Let me explain that in greater detail. 
The cognitive aspect is concerned with the 
intellect and the affective aspect deals with 
emotion. Intellect relates to the power of the 
mind to reason, to discriminate or judge 
about. Emotion, on the other hand, refers to 
feelings of any kind like love. Joy, hate, fear, 
grief and so forth. If someone possesses 
excess of one, ignoring the other it is an 
incomplete personality. Conversely, a 
person whose physical mental, and 
emotional components fit together well, so 
that his behavior is normal and balanced can 
be said to possess an integrated or a 
wholesome personality.

Ibrahim: Such a balance must-be very difficult to
attain. Only saints or sages, I believe, might 
achieve this kind of a rare integration of 
intellect and emotion.

Doctor: Not necessarily. It is an attainable goal
provided one has the necessary 
determination or grit. Remember, all power 
is in the human mind. We can master 
anything simply by giving our attention to it. 
We must develop intuitive intelligence to 
properly harness the untapped potential of 
our mind. What we truly need is a reflective 
or an introspective mind with critical 
awareness about, the short form and long 
term goals of any actin as well as its 
implications. This is what is broadly meant 
by intuitive intelligence. The advantage of 
intuitive intelligence is that it gives fresher 
perspectives and adds another dimension to 
the thinking process which leads to the 
promotion of an integrated personality. 
Taking this into consideration, I would 
advice you to learn to use the energy of the 
intellect and emotion which would help you 
to develop a balanced personality. All of you 
should inculcate the values of commitment, 
leadership capabilities, analytical skills, 
patience. Success will be yours.

Abu Jaber: Thank you, doctor, for your words of 
wisdom and encouragement. With you as 
our friend, philosopher and guide, we would 
leave no stones unturned to achieve a 
balanced personality.

Doctor: In practical terms, in order to enrich your
personality you should be conscious of your 
duty and do your best with careful planning, 
deeds and commitment. The gains are bound 
to follow in time.

II. How to say it correctly:

Correct errors if any in the following sentences:
1. Rizq reached to Mahweet.
2. This house is built by bricks.
3. Between the three friends there is no quarrel.
4. There is a big tree besides our school.
5. The man was killed by a dagger.

Answers to last week’s questions:
1. Not less than ten kilos of milk was sold.
2. He was in Sana’a five years ago.
3. Cut the apple with the knife.
4. He fell into the river.
5. It has been raining since morning.

III. How to express it in one word:
1. Catching fire and burning easily.
2. Unconscious deep sleep, or a state of unconsciousness.
3. Immense statue of a man, much greater than his size.
4. Part of a garment that fits round the neck.
5. Work together with others for some purpose.

Answers to last weeks questions:
1. Person who has full right in a state by birth: citizen
2. Having the common source of origin: cognate
3. Persons working together, having similar rank and 

duties: colleague
4. Words, phrases or style suitable for ordinary 

conversation: colloquial
5. Branch of drama that deals with humorous events: 

comedy

IV find the suitable word/ phrase from among the 
alternatives to complete the following sentences:

1. I had___ told him your name when he stood up from
the seat.
a) Slowly b) rarely c) scarcely
d) loudly e) quickly

2. The president is to preside____ the meeting.
a) At b) over c) on
d) upon e) up to

3. “THE THREE MUSKETEERS”  written by 
Dumas.
a) Were b) was c) has
d) is e) are

4. Mrs. And Mr.Sharma have been in Sana’a last
September
a) from b) since c) on
d) about

5. Once  a while I enjoy eating at an Indian 
restaurant.
a) in b) of c) from
d) since

Answers to last week’s questions:
i) Aisha has done her homework, hasn’t she?
ii) A camera is used to take photographs.
iii) I found a coin while I was washing clothes.
iv) Dr. Abdullah advised his. son to be careful with his 

money.
v) This house belongs to Mr. Abdul Aziz, but he doesn't 

live here at present.

V. Words of wisdom:
“Remember that the wonderful things you learn in your 
schools are the work of many generations. All this is put 
into your hands as your inheritance in order that you may 
receive it, honor it and add to it”

—Albert Einstein to the students of Princeton

YOUTH FORUM
Who is an ideal foreign language 

teacher?
Undoubtedly, one of the most 
important attributes required for any 
foreign language teacher is his 
methodology, i.e. his own way of 
teaching because, by which he can 
communicate to the students 
according to their previous 
experience, background, motivation 
needs and level of interest, to help 
them learn efficiently and effectively. 
Teaching method refers to that 
particular mechanism which implies 
an interaction between the teacher, the 
students as well as the curriculum 
being taught so as to make a desirable 
change in the learners’ behaviors and

personality.
It’s the teacher’s organizational ability 
in arranging and transferring his ideas, 
information, etc. in a suitable way so 
that students feel interested and find it 
easy to learn. The question is: is there 
any best method that can be used in all 
circumstances. There is no best 
method that can accommodate all the 
requirements of foreign language 
learning. The competence of the 
teacher in selecting an appropriate 
method lies in his own efficiency. He 
has to determine his special method 
which he thinks to be the best taking 
into account the learners age, attitude, 
motivation and so forth. To put it in a 
concise way a good and effective

foreign language teacher is the one 
who adapts an eclectic approach 
which means selecting the best or 
most appropriate parts from various 
methods, comparing them and then 
choosing the ones which he finds 
suitable for his situation depending on 
the learners’ demands, level of 
interests, age, etc.
Only then, he can create motivation in 
the learner’s minds and help them to 
learn easily. Otherwise, his teaching 
process will be confined to talk and 
chalk and learners won’t derive any 
benefit out of the whole exercise.

Akram Ali Mohammed 
Faculty of Education 

Amran

Congratulations 
for A Laudable Achievement

The column IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH has completed its 100th issue. This is a significant achievement we are proud of. On 
this memorable occasion chief Editor and Publisher of Yemen Times Mr. Walid Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf congratulated Dr. 
Ramakanta Sahu, Presenter of this column and presented a citation to him.

CITATION
10 OCTOBER 2001
To
Dr. RAMAKANTA SAHU
Presenter, Education Column

Dear Dr. Sahu,
Since you joined the family of Yemen times, you have spared no efforts to promote the level of educational 

awareness among the Yemeni youth, especially among our countless students at the secondary schools and 
universities, through the Education page presented by you which has been immensely beneficial and widely 
acclaimed by the academic community in Yemen. As a matter of fact, it is heartening for us to note that this novel 
venture has blossomed and has matured into a movement establishing a country wide classroom for open learning, 
marking a significant turning point in the field of educational enterprise in Yemen. The column “Youth forum” 
has been a unique platform to nurture young writers’ budding literary talents and facilitate their creative self 
expression.

On the auspicious occasion of the completion of the 100th issue of your popular column “IMPROVE YOUR 
ENGLISH”, I have the honor, on my personal behalf, on behalf of the staff of Yemen Times as well as of our 
countless readers, to felicitate you for your laudable endeavor and pray to God for a more stimulating and 
sustainable effort from you in times to come to enrich our student community.

May the Education page in general and the column IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH in particular continue to 
flourish and cross many glorious milestones in future.

Congratulations once again ad best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Walid Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf
Editor-in-chief & Publisher
Yemen Times

“Congratulations on the completion of the 100 issues of 
“Improve your English”

Dr. Anil K. Prasad, Department of English 
Ibb University

Moinul Islam
Academic Head, Aptech World Wide
Republic of Yemen
E mail : moinuli@aptech.ac.in

Website - Iw ith this issue, we 
are starting a new 
topic - Website. 
We will be talking 
for some time

about websites and related matters in 
the upcoming issues.
We know that the information we get 
over the Internet comes from a com­
puter. This computer, which is capable 
of providing the information over the 
Internet, is known as a web server. As 
a computer, it has to have an 
Operating System. But what makes it 
a web server is the function of a dif­
ferent software. This software pro­
vides the capability of sharing the 
information over the Internet. There 
are many softwares available in the 
market. Most popular ones are IIS 
[Internet Information Server] and 
Apache Server. So, in order to prepare 
a web server, we need to have a com­
puter with required Operating System 
and web server software. I am saying

required Operating System because 
we cannot use the desktop Operating 
system such Windows 98 for this pur­
pose. Of course, we can make our PC 
supporting Windows 98 also a web 
server, which is known as personal 
web server [PWS]. But making a web 
server is not sufficient as it also 
requires to contain the information.
This information is available through 
an application known as website. 
When we connect to the Internet, 
actually we connect to this website 
following necessary connection pro­
cedures. And, the information we get 
comes from this website in the form 
of web pages. That means the website 
contains the information in the form 
of web pages. But that is not always 
true. Websites can contain informa­
tion in other forms like a database. 
But, in this case, information can be 
retrieved whenever required from 
those data stores and be produced to 
the end user in the form of web pages.

Also data can be processed by the 
website to generate the required infor­
mation for the user. How the data is 
stored in other forms, their processing 
and retrieval is a different story alto­
gether and we will talk about that sep­
arately inshallah. For the time being 
let us assume that the information is 
available in the form of web pages 
only.
Let us define a web page. Basically a 
web page presents the information 
available in the form of text and 
images. It also provides links to other 
pages. This link is one of the charac­
teristic features of World Wide Web. 
There are two types of web pages [let 
us define the web pages as page only]: 
a static page and a dynamic page. The 
difference between them is in their 
content. The content of a static page 
does not change once it appears on the 
user’s browser whereas in case of a 
dynamic page the content, such as the 
text appearance, images, colour, and 
their position on the page, keeps on 
changing. How it is possible, we will 
talk about later inshallah.

TIMES QUIZ - 2
Questions:
1. Name the capital of Switzerland
2. Which bird lays the largest eggs?
3. Which European country is known as a fatherland?
4. Which heavenly bodies are often called “dirty snow 

balls”?
5. Which mineral is abundantly present in bones?

Answers to last week’s questions:
1. The bright star in the night sky is Sinus.
2. The group of instructions given to a computer to make 

it perform certain operations is technically know as 
Software.

3. Light year is not a unit of time.
4. Galileo Galilee invented telescope.
5. Fish is that class of animals which have the sharpest 

vision.

ou are requested to send your answers by post, or through email. Answers by post should have the envelopes superscribed 
TIMES QUIZ, Education and sent to our address (Box: 2579, Sana’a). Address for sending through email is: ramakan- 
tasahu@yahoo.com

Names of those who have all the answers correct will be published in the next issue. We invite your enthusiastic participation in 
this as in other sections.

mailto:ramakantasahu@yahoo.com
mailto:moimili@aptech.ac.in
mailto:ramakan-tasahu@yahoo.com
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Minister of Immigrant Affairs to YT:
“Many Yemenis were physically 
assaulted, threatened by hatred 

groups...or interrogated by the FBI.”

T
he whole world was shocked by 
the incidents of September 11 in 
New York City and Washington 
DC. The Arabs and Muslims living 
in the West, particularly in the 

USA, were devastated by the attacks. Yemen 
Times made reports of assaults, murder, and 
arrest incidents against Yemenis in the USA and 
Europe. To focus more on this issue, Jalal Al- 
Sharaabi of Yemen Times met with the Minister 
of Immigrant Affairs, Mr. Abdo Ali Al-Qubati, 
and filed the following interview.

Q: What were the implications of the terrorist 
attack against the USA regarding Yemenis 
abroad?
A: No doubt, the human conscience was shaken off 
by the attacks against the USA that occurred on the 
black Tuesday September 11, 2001. The devastat­
ing terrorist actions left victims and wounds that 
will take years to heal. Our President, H.E. Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, was among the first to strongly 
condemn the attacks. He called for combating all 
forms of terrorism and dealing with its motivations 
and causes. He also called upon the nations of the 
world to work together in order to face the chal­
lenges of terrorism under an international umbrel­
la.
However, the attack, which caused international 
outrage worldwide, caused some in the USA to 
attack and accuse Arabs and Muslims creating 
hatred against people from the Arab and Islamic 
worlds.
Those also participated in spreading violence, 
chaos, horror and discrimination against Muslim 
minorities all over the world. This comes in the 
context of a Zionist framework to create conspira­
cy among nations and break the network of inter­
national interests and the current bonds among 
nations in social security.
There were strong reactions against all Asian and 
African races in the USA and Europe, particularly 
against Arabs and Muslims including Yemenis. 
This led to a rise in our activities by increased con­
tacts with Yemeni embassies and consulates all 
over the world.

Q: Could you provide us with a summary of 
Yemenis who were killed in the USA following 
the attack?
A: The officially reported murder cases of Yemenis 

abroad are:
1 - Ali Mohammed Al-Mansoub, an American of 
Yemeni origin, was killed in the State of California 
on September 19. The murderer was arrested and 
the case is on court. According to American author­
ities, the reason behind the attack was purely crim­
inal and not based on hatred.
2- Hamood Qaid Al-Shaif was assassinated in 
Richmond City in the State of Virginia where the 
culprits were arrested and presented to court on 
September 20.
3- Abdo Ali Ahmed, an American of Yemeni ori­
gin, was killed in Berkeley City in California on 29 
September by 4 American gangsters. Police and 
security forces are still looking for them. The 
attack against Abdo, whose wife and children con­
tinue to live in Berkeley, was said to be based on 
hatred. Our consulate in San Francisco along with 
the Administrative Committee of the Yemeni 
Community are closely following this case in 
cooperation with the US authorities.

Q: Are there any Yemenis missing so far?
A: As for the Yemenis still missing in New York 
City, we only have a report on Abdulsalam Ali 
Saleh Al-Malahi, an American citizen of Yemeni 
origin. Al-Malahi used to work in a hotel near the 
World Trade Center and is the only Yemeni who 
was reported to be missing following the attacks to 
the Yemeni Embassy in Washington DC and to the 
US authorities. There are unofficial news items 
that were reported in US newspapers saying that 8 
Yemenis are also missing but this is not yet con­
firmed. Fortunately, the Yemenis, whose number 
ranges from 15 to 20, were all employees in the 
afternoon shift. We, at the ministry, are working 
together with the US authorities to get more infor­
mation about possible Yemeni victims and will 
report that to the press once we get new informa­
tion.

Q: We had reports of Yemenis interrogated. 
Some were released and some were not. Could 
you brief us on that?
A: There is currently one Yemeni in custody in 
New York City. Ramiz Noman, a computer stu­
dent, was arrested by the FBI based on their suspi­
cion of his relation with one of the accused in the 
attack. There was information leakage from the US 
immigration circle on September 16 saying that 13 
Yemenis living illegally in the USA were arrested. 

The US authorities did not inform us about their 
cases. Initial information says that there are more 
than 3,000 Yemenis without legal residence per­
mits currently living in the USA.
The number of Yemenis interrogated or inter­
viewed by the US authorities and later released 
totaled around 18 Yemenis, 10 immigrants and 8 
students including Omar Bakir, Mihdhar 
Mohammed Abdullah, Abdullah Al-Maouri, 
Ahmed Al-Ammari, Mohammed Jazim, Abdullah 
Jazim, Ghassan Jazim, Hussein Al-Attas, Yahya 
Al-Amri, Ahmed Qassim Ahmed, Saleh Qassim 
Saleh, Akram Abdullah Rashid, Adnan Hawwash, 
Hamdoun Qalalah, Raid Al-Wusabi, as well as oth­
ers.

Q: Did you receive reports of attacks against 
Yemenis?
A: Yes indeed. There were small damages caused 
to 6 stores belonging to Yemeni merchants in the 
state of Michigan , in NY, and Chicago. Hassan Al- 
Baadani’s fuel station in Chicago was set on fire 
but did not result in great damage. Two Yemenis in 
Detroit were attacked and windows of houses 
where Yemenis live in the states of Michigan and 
New York were shattered. Ahmed Issa, an 
American of Yemeni origin, was fired from his 
company in the state of Michigan after working 
there for 15 years because of his employer’s “hate 
towards Muslims”.
On September 17th, Mohammed Abdullah Ismail 
along with his wife and kids were interrogated at 
an airport for a short while and then released. 
Unfortunately, even the honorary consul and repre­
sentative of the ministry was harassed by officials 
at the airport after arriving to help in the Yemeni 
family’s case. Five Yemeni immigrants were also 
prevented from taking the flight back to their 
homeland because the airport officials claimed that 
the airplane did not have guardians. A lawsuit was 
filed against the airport and the airline by the 
lawyer of the Yemeni community and those 

Yemenis with US citizenship.
There were also several reports of other harass­
ment cases against Yemenis. Many Yemenis were 
physically assaulted, threatened, irritated by hatred 
phone calls, and interrogated by the FBI. Many of 
those incidents occurred in NYC against immi­
grants and merchants.

Q: What about incidents against Yemenis in 
other countries?
A: There were a few cases in the city of 
Manchester in the UK. There were six reports of 
harassment incidents. On 13 September, a Yemeni 
lady was harassed while bringing her children 
home. On 14 September, a Yemeni girl was 
attacked while on her way to college. On 
September 17th, an attack was launched against the 
Islamic Center and Mosque causing substantial 
damage. On 18 September, a child was assaulted 
while playing in the playground. On September 
19th, an elderly Yemeni was harassed on his way 
home after evening prayers at the mosque.
There were also several attacks against Islamic and 
Arab centers and mosques in some suburbs of 
Manchester. However, most of the attacks did not 
result in substantial damage.
In Canada, Tariq Farook Aman, 19, was killed in 
Ottawa on September 27 after being brutally beat­
en up by 3 Canadians who were later arrested. The 
case is currently being looked at in a court in 
Canada. Local police mentioned that the case was 
purely criminal and was not based on hatred. 
Najeeb Abduljabbar Al-Haddi, a Yemeni immi­
grant, was arrested on September 17 at Toronto 

Airport on the accusation of holding three pass­
ports with different dates. He was also suspected to 
being involved in the WTC attacks as his flight was 
diverted from the USA to Canada. He is currently 
being prosecuted at a Canadian court after having 
appointed a lawyer for his defense.
In Germany, press reports said that two Yemenis 
were arrested after being suspected that they may 
be related to the attacks in the USA. However, the 
German authorities have not provided any infor­
mation about them, even their names, to the 
Yemeni Embassy in Berlin. Communications with 
German authorities are still being carried out to 
know the details of this arrest.

Q: Any final comments that you may have?
A: In the current tense circumstances, as human 
beings, we should not retaliate to radicalism in a 
radical way. We should response in a realistic, log­
ical, and humane manner. We should cooperate 
towards development, progress, and peace. We are 
different nations with different cultures, different 
ideas, and different ways of life. There is a lot to 
offer, a lot that we can give, a lot that we need, and 
there is a lot that we can take. As different societies 
and nations, we should make the right choices 
towards achieving the interest of people all over 
the globe. By this, we can develop and construct a 
better world. We call for international cooperation 
between all nations of the world to live in peace 
taking advantage of the variety of differences 
between us. Those are the ideas that we should 
convey through our press, media, and our public 
and governmental communications.
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14 15 October, 2001

Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

D
ue to the dramatic devel­
opments following the 
events of the 11th of last 
September in New York 
and Washington and the 

fierce military strikes implemented by the 
U.S. and Britain on Afghanistan under 
cover of fighting terrorism and those who 
harbor it, most of articles in Yemeni press 
are still devoted to discuss and analyze 
these events. Most of the excerpts we 
have chosen from articles selected from 
some newspapers are therefore devoted 
to this subject.

RAY weekly, organ of 
Sons of Yemen League 
party, 9 Oct. 2001

Tackling the theme of terrorism the news­
paper's editorial says that terrorism is a 
lethal disease and a devastating behavior 
that no religion and nobody accepts 
whosoever. This is a stance announced 
and expressed by all Arab and Islamic 
peoples and governments. Under the ban­
ner of terrorism the biggest international 
alliance has been formed aimed at elimi­
nating this disease. Against this alliance 
there is on the other hand a unanimity 
grouping the sages, the wise, men of 
thought and intellectuals as well as polit­
ical analysts. These see that any military 
strikes of any size or kind are not the 
most successful solution for extermina­
tion of terrorism and extremism in the 
world as it is a case created out of a host 
of stands reached among some to the 
extent of violence and terrorism but they 
are not confined to that some.
Thus the voice of reason and wisdom 
rises in a in a manner calling for an objec­
tive reading of many stands and concepts 
and results that ensue them. There should 
a scientific reading diagnosing the case 
and prescribes the effective treatment that 
can rectify stands and rehabilitate the 
relationship between civilizations and 
peoples on bases of reasonable dialogue, 
a matter embodies the essence of the 
Islamic mission.

Al-Balagh weekly 
9 October 2001.

The newspaper's editorial says that the 
war the United States and Britain have

started on Muslims in Afghanistan is by 
all criteria a crusade war. At the time 
when the U.S. warplanes pound 
Afghanistan with missiles and shedding 
Muslims' blood under pretext of fighting 
terrorism the Zionist enemy fire and its 
tanks continue killing Palestinian chil­
dren and youths. The Zionist enemy con­
tinue demolishing houses and burning 
farms. How can then anyone doubt that 
what happens nowadays as not a crusade 
war against Islam and Muslims?
The newspaper's editorial maintains that 
it is a war going on between the right and 
wrong, between good and evil. It would 
not come to an end but we have to get 
ready for this crusade war being launched 
on the entire Islamic world. It is not a war 
on terrorism but rather meant for humili­
ating the Muslims.

ATTARIQ weekly 
9 Oct. 2001.

Columnist Khalid Ali Tuaiman says in his 
article that according to the new 
American perception of the international 
relations announced by president Bush, 
whoever is not with the United States in 
the alliance it is now leading, is necessar­
ily against it.Any party showing reserva­
tion and caution towards the law of the 
American force and resorts instead to 
legitimacy of the United Nations in com­
bating terrorism, he would be according 
to the U.S. administration viewpoint 
termed as supporter of terrorism . It may 
be accused of being involved in the 
recent events of Washington and New 
York.
The writer says further that American is 
now trying hard drawing the internation­
al community behind it to fight a war 
against ghosts and wind mills and against 
an unknown enemy. The objective is 
rather to distract attention from what is 
happening under surface in America and 
so that the secrets of the events of 11 
September remain undisclosed. 
Therefore, the American administration 
makes it as condition to be blindfolded 
for those joining the new "international" 
alliance to fight what it terms as fighting 
terrorism. Those joining the U.S. cam­
paign should not be aware of the danger 
of such ambiguous alliances on interna­
tional stability and peace and its serious

impact on coexistence with peoples and 
nations.
Fighting terrorism, says the author, 
requires in the first place accurate and 
specific definition of what is terrorism 
and its forms, and secondly requires stat­
ing ways and means of combating it 
under jurisdiction of the United Nations, 
the only power possessing the right to 
take whatever it sees of legal, political, 
military and economic measures to fight 
the phenomenon of terrorism and others 
threatening world stability and security 
and leading to undermine pillars of world 
peace.

Al-Ayyam newspaper 11 
Oct. 2001

Mr Ali Al-Jabouli writes this week an 
article on the local councils in Yemen and 
their combating of corruption. The writer 
assumes that confrontation between local 
councils and some officials of executive 
apparatus has already begun. The 
encounter is especially those officials in 
some governorates whose corruption has 
been detected. This gives hope in the suc­
cess of local authority experiment and its 
effectiveness in the process of uprooting 
corruption in the state and society. This 
corruption gnaws in the body of the state 
and threatens legal and legislative rules 
regulating life of the society and mal­
function the structuring of the state of 
institution, order and law.

Al-Mithaq weekly, organ 
of the People's General 
Congress party, Oct. 8, 
2001

Dr Abdulaziz al-Maqalih writes this week 
on the first anniversary of the Palestinian 
al-Aqsa intifadha saying a hard and bitter 
year of tears and blood has elapsed but it 
has been also a year of heroism and great 
sacrifices. A year during which the stones 
hurled by a youth at the invaders is no 
less in meaning than the big meaning of 
challenge to the bullet. The Zionist colo­
nialist occupation was wagering, from the 
very early hours of the intifadha, on that 
it would not continue for more than days 
or weeks.
Undoubtedly those who brought to power 
the notorious murderer Ariel Sharon were

deluded that merely mentioning his name 
would be enough to arouse panic in the 
souls of intifadha youth and make them 
give up their struggle. The intifadha has 
nevertheless continued through its first 
year and will go on for years to come 
until full liberation is realized and occu­
pation disappears. Those who follow up 
the course of this people's challenge 
grouping all Palestinian parties and 
organizations, understand that the idea of 
resistance, the core meaning of the 
Intifadha, is the only and possible means 
for restoring the land, sanctities and 
establishment of the independent state. 
All promises and illusions have fallen 
and also the result of accepting negotia­
tions has been building more Zionist set­
tlements and chopping many portions of 
the usurped homeland.

Al-Isboua weekly 
11 Oct. 2001

Mr Mohammed Nouman Muqbil has 
written an article on the first anniversary 
of the incident of the USS Cole destroyer 
at Aden seaport. He says despite the 
elapse of one year of the incident that 
took place on 12 October last year, the 
mastermind of the operation is still 
unknown. The investigation and search 
for the prime responsible for the attack is 
thought to be, according to explanations 
and statements of government officials in 
Yemen, the Israeli intelligence or Usama 
bin Ladin or others. This means that 
uncertainty is still there about who is the 
mastermind of the incident.
Because of that incident Yemen has come 
under strong pressures on part of the 
United States that is held responsible for 
creating the terrorists whom it previously 
used to describe as mujahiddin. The U.S. 
had offered them assistance and trained 
them for the fight against the Russians in 
Afghanistan. And by the dismantle and 
disappearance of the Soviet Union they 
are now termed as its arch enemy and 
demands to try and fight them. After the 
events of 11 September the U.S. worked 
for mustering an international alliance 
against them and launched military 
strikes on their camps and centers in 
Afghanistan and refused bringing to 
courts the suspects of Cole blast in 
Yemen

Response to: "Enough is Enough!"
First of all, I am a simple 62 year old 
farmer in the mountains of Virginia and, 
thanks to the marvel of the internet, I can 
read your good paper.
Reading the news of the brutal murder of 
young Tariq just sickens me. However, 
please understand that the vast majority 
of our citizens deplore this sort of action, 
as I think most of your people do also. 
What you see here is a group of thugs 
acting out of sheer hate. This is evil at its 
worst and will not be tolerated. But this is 
very rare in Canada and the U.S. Our 
laws will not let this go unpunished and 
this is where we differ from some Middle 
Eastern states. We live together peace­
ably with many nationalities, religions, 
and races. I am a devout Reformed 
Presbyterian but my neighbors are 
Methodists, Baptists, Catholics, Jews, 
etc. We accept each other as children of 
God even though we differ in our distinc­
tive beliefs. I cannot understand why you 
make no reference to the two Christian 
girls who are being tried in Afghanistan 
just for being Christians. They have 
devoted their lives to service and were 
there only to help the impoverished and 
starving people. Is it right to execute 
these young ladies for sharing what they 
believe is Truth? What they believe is 
their peaceable calling on this Earth? All 
this is just too complicated for me to 
comprehend. I hope someone helps me 
understand this.

Paul Cunningham 
teleserv@cfw.com

About Nadia Muhsen
I wanted to know if you ever did that 
interview with Nadia Muhsen? If so 
could you please post it again on your 
current issues list so that I can read it? 
I've tried searching your archives but 
couldn't find it. It's Nadia's Birthday on 
the 13 th of October and would like to 
wish her a "HAPPY BIRTHDAY" and 
may all your wishes come true!
If you did an interview with Nadia last 
year like you said you were going to do, 
have you thought about doing a follow 
up, so that we could all read it from your 
website? Just an idea, as I'd love to read

about how you found Nadia. That's if her 
husband gave you permission to actually 
see her, as I've read he can be quite stub­
born about anyone talking to Nadia at all! 
I’d like to send a birthday greeting to 
Nadia Muhsen who is in the Yemen and 
I'm hoping that she can soon go home to 
the UK to visit her family plus get the 
medical treatment she needs. Of course 
she won't go without her children and 
because of this, she is being hampered in 
her efforts to leave. May GOD bless you 
& keep you safe, Nadia. Lots of people 
from around the world have seen how 
you've been unable to leave Yemen, and 
they all visit the website to check out 
how you are! Happy Birthday on the 13th 
of October. May your year ahead be bet­
ter than ever!

R. Campbell

Dear Campbell,
Yemen Times published an investigative 
report and interview with Nadia. It was 
published in a series and started in issue 
no. 5 of the year 2000. The issue can be 
accessed at
http://yementimes.com/00/iss05/front.ht 
m. As for the follow-up, we may study 
the possibility of having more coverage 
about her story once her husband, who by 
the way was a true gentlemen, agrees to 
it. Nadia Muhsen probably reads the 
newspaper frequently. I hope that by pub­
lishing your letter, the congratulatory 
message would be delivered. Thank you 
for your interest. —Editor

Dear Editor,
I have just returned from my second trip 
to your country this year (Sept 23rd - Oct 
6th), and would simply like to comment 
that, despite the current world situation 
and the tensions that exist between the 
'East and West,' the welcome and hospi­
tality I received as a visitor from Britain 
was as warm as ever and I feel sad that 
our foreign office has 'strongly advised' 
against travelling to Yemen.
I read your newspaper weekly via the 
internet just to keep myself up to date 
with information, and would like to com­
mend you and your staff on the quality of 
your work. I look forward to visiting 
Yemen again soon.

John Deas 
Bristol, England, UK

mailto:teleserv@cfw.com
http://yementimes.com/00/iss05/front.ht
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Sufferings of the 
People of Sahara

T
he inhabitants of the west­
ern region (like al-Jauf, 
Mareb and Shabwa) are 
still living a bedouin 
lifestyle, depending on 

traveling on the quest of pasture and 
water for their livestock, which are the 
principal source of living for the peo­
ple of the desert.
The bedouins live in the Sahara inside 
tents and huts that protect them from 
sun and wind. The life of the bedouins 
is a conventional and simple one since 
they depend on cooking their food on 
wood. Moreover, the meals they serve 
are mostly the same throughout the 
year, as milk produced by livestock 
and its derivatives are the principal 
meals served at all times.

Children of the Sahara
Passing through the Mareb desert 
where the oil and gas fields are located, 
one could see the bedouin children 
graze their livestock while trying to 
keep their livestock from mixing with 
the other livestock belonging to the 
other tribes, although pasturing in the 
desert is accessible to all, according to 
the tribal traditions and norms. 
Furthermore, due to the difficult living 
circumstances of the people of Sahara, 
they have no access to education and 
most of them are illiterate. The young 
bedouins willing to have education are 
sent to their relatives who live beside 
schools, while female bedouins can not 
even dream of having an education. 
Regrettably, the oil and gas companies 
operating near Mareb have not assist­
ed thus far in building a school or a 
health unit in return for the oil extract­
ed from these people’s lands.

Polluted Environment
We stayed for two days in the desert 
traveling among the bedouins and 
found that damaged oil wells and the 
waste materials dumped by the oil 
companies there have badly affected 
the environment here. At early morn­
ing, one could see clouds of smoke 
covering the air of the desert. It is dif­
ficult to breath this polluted air.

Black Rains
Abdullah Hamoud Shawdaq told us 
that he has been living in the desert for 
20 years and there did not use to be any 
problem, but with the arrival of the oil 
and gas companies everything 
changed. “Black rain has become a 
nightmarish problem for the people of 
the desert since rainwater turned to be 
as if mixed with oil, resulting in devas­
tating the plants and grass of the desert 
and causing different diseases to the 
inhabitants of the desert,” Shawdaq 
added.

Bedouins and the Right to live
The environment of the desert should 
be protected and the inhabitants of the 
desert must be provided with schools 
and health units on an equal basis with 
the other citizens of the country. Also, 
the oil companies operating in the 
neighborhood of the bedouins should 
contribute to developing this area. It is 
regrettable that these companies are 
conscious of the fatal consequences of 
the pollution they have caused, but 
turn a blind eye to these people who do 
not know their rights.
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AL-JAZEERA EXCELS
Dawha-based Al-Jazeera Satellite TV 
channel, the most respected inde­
pendent TV channels in the world has 
proven during the last developments 
that it is a truly professional and inde­
pendent media organ. Al-Jazeera has 
been directly and indirectly criticized 
by the USA for broadcasting certain 
“taped” material representing the 
statements of Osama bin Laden. 
However, as an indepenent newspa­
per, we feel that preventing the public 
from viewing any material on TV is 
clearly an act against the freedom of 
the press.
The US government had requested 
major international networks to exer­
cise judgment in airing statements by 
al-Qaeda or Osama bin Laden broad­
casted on Al-Jazeera.
"At best, Osama bin Laden's messages 
are propaganda calling on people to 
kill Americans..At worst, he could be 
issuing orders to his followers to initi­
ate such attacks." " intoned White 
House spokesman Ari Fleischer.
The US believes that bin Laden might 
be using the tape to convey coded

messages because al-Qaeda’s own means of com­
munication are limited.
The five US major television news organizations 
reached a joint agreement on Wednesday to follow 
the suggestion of the White House and abridge any 
future videotaped statements from Osama bin 
Laden or his followers to remove language the 
government considers inflammatory.
The Western media have also implicitly expressed 
their jealousy of Al-Jazeera’s success in covering 
the recent issues. Prominent journalist, Janet Fine 
said, “The Taliban is giving the broadcaster releas­
es and interviews because it trusts it more than 
Western networks. And while decrying its broad­
cast of Osama bin Laden tapes, President Bush is 
eager to have pro-U.S. interests represented on it as 
well. With its special access to Afghanistan, the 
Arabic-language Satellite News Channel has been 
edging out the BBC and CNN in its distinctive 
coverage of the Sept. 11 attack and the U.S.-led 
retaliation.”
Free Press Columnist, MIKE WENDLAND said, 
“Bin Laden is a master propagandist who regular­
ly uses the Al-Jazeera network to reach an Arab­
speaking audience of estimated at 35 million, 
prompting some critics to call it the "bin Laden 
Satellite Network." In January, Al-Jazeera broad­
cast video of bin Laden attending his son's wed­
ding in Afghanistan.”
According to Rense.com, “There are three copies 
of bin Laden's speech reproduced below. All three 
differ radically from each other. The first text's first 
nine paragraphs are not included in the 2nd and 3rd 
copies. Bin Laden's speech was censored by CNN

when it rebroadcast the Arab satellite television 
channel Al-Jazeera exclusive of bin Laden's 
speech. CNN is attempting to exert exclusive 
rights to Al-Jazeera and has lodged complaints 
with other American News Media for using the Al- 
Jazeera broadcast without its permission. CNN 
gets the Al-Jazeera feed first. It is CNN which cen­
sored out portions of bin Laden's speech, from 
which the text translations are being generated 
from. This is obviously the U.S. Governments 
"Plan B" to deal with Al-Jazeera which they failed

in getting closed after their formal complaint 
lodged by the U.S. Embassy about their "Anti-

Americanism".
There are other differences in the first text from the 
Guardian and the 2nd and 3rd from the A.P. and 
Washington Post. The U.S. Government controlled 
CNN and AP are disseminating a censored version 
of bin Laden's statement. It thus becomes clearer 
why the U.S. government asked Gulf states three 
days ago to shut down Al-Jazeera, the only non 
government controlled news source in the Gulf.” 
It also asked, “Are we really living in a country 
that doesn't have complete government control of 
the media? Are we really living in a country that 
promotes freedom and free speech around the 
world?”

Anti-War, Anti-Racism Protest in US
Hundreds of American citizens 
signed appealing for peace during a 
mass protest against war and racism 
in Washington last week.
Thousands of people joined the 
demonstration that expressed con­
cern over US strategies that they 
believe were the reason why the 
explosions occurred.
On another level, protests against the 
war launched by the US against 
Afghanistan took place in many 
countries worldwide including 
Pakistan, Bengladesh, Indonesia, 
India, Iraq, Palestine, Egypt, the UK, 
and even the USA.

The Evidence against 
Osama bin Laden 2/3

In the same ‘fatwa’ he called on Muslim scholars and 
their leaders and their youths to
“launch an attack on the American soldiers of Satan.”
and concluded:
“We with God’s help call on every Muslim who believes in 
God and wishes to be rewarded to comply with God's 
order to kill Americans and plunder their money whenever 
and wherever they find it. We also call on Muslims ... to 

launch the raid on 
Satan's U.S. troops and 
the devil’s supporters 
allying with them, and to 
displace those who are 
behind them."
When asked, in 1998, 
about obtaining chemi­
cal or nuclear weapons 
he said
“acquiring such
weapons for the defense 
of Muslims (was) a reli­
gious duty ”
In an interview aired on 
Al Jazira (Doha, Qatar) 
television he stated:

“Our enemy is every American male, whether he is direct­
ly fighting us or paying taxes.”
In two interviews broadcast on US television in 1997 and 
1998 he referred to the terrorists who carried out the earli­
er attack on the World Trade Center in 1993 as “role mod­
els”. He went on to exhort his followers “to take the fighting 
to America.”
23. From the early 1990s Osama bin Laden has sought to 
obtain nuclear and chemical materials for use as weapons 
of terror.
24. Although U.S. targets are al-Qaida's priority, it also 
explicitly threatens the United States' allies. References to 
“Zionist-Crusader alliance and their collaborators," and to 
“Satan’s U.S. troops and the devil’s supporters allying with 
them” are references which unquestionably include the 
United Kingdom.

25. There is a continuing threat. Based on our experience 
of the way the network has operated in the past, other 
cells, like those that carried out the terrorist attacks on 11 
September, must be assumed to exist.
26. Al-Qaida functions both on its own and through a net­
work of other terrorist organizations. These include 
Egyptian Islamic Jihad and other north African Islamic 
extremist terrorist groups, and a number of other jihadi 
groups in other countries including the Sudan, Yemen, 
Somalia, Pakistan and india. Al-Qaida also maintains cells 
and personnel in a number of other countries to facilitate 
its activities.
27. Osama bin Laden heads the al-Qaida network. Below 
him is a body known as the Shura which includes repre­
sentatives of other terrorist groups, such as Egyptian 
Islamic Jihad leader Ayman al-Zawahri and prominent lieu­
tenants of bin Laden such as Abu Hafas al-Masri. Egyptian 
Islamic Jihad has, in effect, merged with al-Qaida.
28. In addition to the Shura, al-Qaida has several groups 
dealing with military, media, financial and Islamic issues.
29. Mohamed Atef is a member of the group that deals with 
military and terrorist operations. His duties include princi­
pal responsibility for training al-Qaida members.
30. Members of al-Qaida must make a pledge of alle­
giance to follow the orders of Osama bin Laden.
31. A great deal of evidence about Osama bin Laden and 
al-Qaida has been made available in the US indictment for 
earlier crimes.
32. Since 1989, Osama bin Laden has conducted sub­
stantial financial and business transactions on behalf of al- 
Qaida and in pursuit of its goals. These include purchasing 
land for training camps, purchasing warehouses for the 
storage of items, including explosives, purchasing commu­
nications and electronics equipment, and transporting cur­
rency and weapons to members of al-Qaida and associat­
ed terrorist groups in countries throughout the world.
33. Since 1989 Osama bin Laden has provided training 
camps and guesthouses in Afghanistan, Pakistan, the 
Sudan, Somalia and Kenya for the use of al-Qaida and 
associated terrorist groups. We know from intelligence that 
there are currently at least a dozen camps across 
Afghanistan, of which at least four are used for training ter­
rorists.
34. Since 1989, Osama bin Laden has established a series 
of businesses to  income for al-Qaida, and to pro­
vide cover for the procurement of explosives, weapons 
and chemicals, and for the travel of al-Qaida operatives. 
The businesses have included a holding company known 
as 'Wadi Al Aqiq’, a construction business known as ‘Al 
Hijra’, an agricultural business known as 'Al Themar Al 
Mubaraka’, and investment companies known as ‘Ladin 
International' and 'Taba Investments'.
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Osama bin Laden and previous attacks
35. In 1992 and 1993 Mohamed Atef traveled to Somalia 
on several occasions for the purpose of organizing vio­
lence against United States and United Nations troops 
then stationed in Somalia. On each occasion he reported 
back to Osama bin Laden, at his base in the Riyadh district 
of Khartoum.
36. In the spring of 1993 Atef, Saif al Adel, another senior 
member of al-Qaida, and other members began to provide 
military training to Somali tribes for the purpose of fighting 
the United Nations forces.
37. On 3 and 4 October 1993 operatives of al-Qaida par­
ticipated in the attack on US military personnel serving in 
Somalia as part of the operation Restore Hope.' Eighteen 
U.S. military personnel were killed in the attack.
38. From 1993 members of al-Qaida began to live in 
Nairobi and set up businesses there, including Asma Ltd, 
and Tanzanite King. They were regularly visited there by 
senior members of al-Qaida, in particular by Atef and Abu 
Ubadiah al Banshiri.
39. Beginning in the latter part of 1993, members of al- 
Qaida in Kenya began to discuss the possibility of attack­
ing the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi in retaliation for U.S. par­
ticipation in Operation Restore Hope in Somalia. Ali 
Mohamed, a U.S. citizen and admitted member of ai- 
Qaida, surveyed the US Embassy as a possible target for 
a terrorist attack. He took photographs and made sketch­
es, which he presented to Osama bin Laden while bin 
Laden was in Sudan. He also admitted that he had trained 
terrorists for al-Qaida in Afghanistan in the early 1990s, 
and that those whom he trained included many involved in

the East African bombings in August 1998.
40. In June or July 1998, two ai-Qaida operatives, Fahid 
Mohammed, Ali Msalam and Sheik Ahmed Salim Swedan, 
purchased a Toyota truck and made various alterations to 
the back of the truck.
41. In early August 1998, operatives of al-Qaida gathered 
in 43, New Runda Estates, Nairobi to execute the bombing 
of the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi.
42. On 7 August 1998, Assam, a Saudi national and al- 
Qaida operative, drove the Toyota truck to the U.S. 
embassy. There was a large bomb in the back of the truck. 
43. Also in the truck was Mohamed Rashed Daoud Al 
'Owali, another Saudi. He, by his own confession, was an 
al-Qaida operative, who from about 1996 had been trained 
in al-Qaida camps in Afghanistan in explosives, hijacking, 
kidnapping, assassination and intelligence techniques. 
With Osama bin Laden's express permission, he fought 
alongside the Taliban in Afghanistan. He had met Osama 
bin Laden personally in 1996 and asked for another 'mis­
sion.' Osama bin Laden sent him to East Africa after exten­
sive specialized training at camps in Afghanistan.
44. As the truck approached the Embassy, Al 'Ov/ali got out 
and threw a stun grenade at a security guard. Assam drove 
the truck up to the rear of the embassy. He got out and 
then detonated the bomb, which demolished a multi-story 
secretarial college and severely damaged the U.S. 
embassy, and the Co-operative bank building. The bomb 
killed 213 people and injured 4,500. Assam was killed in 
the explosion.
45. Al ‘Owali expected the mission to end in his death. He 
had been willing to die for al-Qaida. But at the last minute 
he ran away from the bomb truck and survived. He had no 
money, passport or plan to escape after the mission, 
because he had expected to die.
46. After a few days, he called a telephone number in 
Yemen to have money transferred to him in Kenya The 
number he rang in Yemen was contacted by Osama bin 
Laden's phone on the same day as Al 'Owali was arrang­
ing to get the money.
47. Another person arrested in connection with the Nairobi 
bombing was Mohamed Sadeek Odeh. He admitted to his 
involvement. He identified the principal participants in the 
bombing. He named three other persons, all of whom were 
al-Qaida or Egyptian Islamic Jihad members.
48. in Dar es Salaam the same day, at about the same 
time, operatives of al-Qaida detonated a bomb at the U.S. 
embassy, killing 11 people. The al-Qaida operatives 
involved included Mustafa Mohamed Fadhil and Khaflan 
Khamis Mohamed. The bomb was carried in a Nissan Atlas 
truck, which Ahmed Khfaklan Gnailani and Sheikh Ahmed 
Salim Swedan, two ai-Qaida operatives, had purchased in 
July 1998, in Dar es Salaam.
49. Khaflan Khamis Mohamed was arrested for the bomb­
ing. He admitted membership of al-Qaida, and implicated 
other members of al-Qaida in the bombing.
50. On 7 and 8 August 1998, two other members of al- 
Qaida disseminated claims of responsibility for the two 
bombings by sending faxes to media organizations in 
Paris, Doha in Qatar, and Dubai in the United Arab 
Emirates.
51. Additional evidence of the involvement of al-Qaida in 
the East African bombings came from a search conducted 
in London of several residences and businesses belonging 
to al-Qaida and Egyptian Islamic Jihad members. In those 
searches a number of documents were found including 
claims of responsibility for the East African bombings in the 
name of a fictitious group, ‘the Islamic Army for the libera­
tion of the Holy Places.'
52. Ai 'Owali, the would-be suicide bomber, admitted he 
was told to make a videotape of himself using the name of 
the same fictitious group.
53. The faxed claims of responsibility were traced to a tele­
phone number, which had been in contact with Osama bin 
Laden’s cell phone. The claims disseminated to the press 
were clearly written by someone familiar with the conspir­
acy. They stated that the bombings had been carried out 
by two Saudis in Kenya, and one Egyptian in Dar es 
Salaam. They were probably sent before the bombings 
had even taken place. They referred to two Saudis dying in 
the Nairobi attack. In fact, because Al 'Owali fled at the last 
minute, only one Saudi died.
54. On 22 December 1998 Osama bin Laden was asked 
by Time magazine whether he was responsible for the 
August 1998 attacks. He replied: “The International Islamic 
Jihad Front for the jihad against the U.S. and Israel has, by 
the grace of God, issued a crystal clear fatwa calling on the 
Islamic nation to carry on Jihad aimed at liberating the holy 
sites.
Cont’d next week...

Photo of the Week

And he still thinks the donkey is to blame!

NOW THAT IS BIZARRE!
A weekly column for bizarre stories & news

Now Here's A Real Lucky Dog
EASTBOURNE, Great Britain - Who says only cats 
have nine lives? Obviously not Henry, a retriever that 
fell 140 feet off the Seven Sisters cliffs in Eastbourne, 
Great Britain. The playful pooch went over the edge of 
the cliff while chasing a seagull. Owner Louise 
Chavannes obviously feared the worst as she ran down 
hundreds of steps and along half a mile of beach to 
reach him. "I couldn't bear the thought of his body float­
ing in the sea and I was convinced he was dead. But 
when I got to the point where he had jumped I saw his 
body moving and he was swimming to the shore. I just 
could not believe it," Chavannes gushed. Henry suf­
fered a broken leg in the fall and had to have a metal 
plate and 
artificial tendons in his front right leg.

Hot Doughnuts In Progress. 
Request Air Lift Immediately!

ALBUQUERQUE - The phrase "gross misappropria­
tion of resources" has new meaning for one 
Albuquerque policeman and his pilot. The officer and 
the civilian pilot were on night patrol over the city in a 
Kiowa OH-58 helicopter when they landed in a 
vacant lot next to a Krispy Kreme doughnut shop. "The 
pilot and a police officer landed the copter early in the 
morning, ran in and grabbed a dozen, came back out and 
took off," Albuquerque Police Department spokesman 
Brian McCutcheon said. "I don't know whose brain 
child it was, but it's an ugly child," he added. A Krispy 
Kreme employee didn't see why people were making a 
big deal of the unusual doughnut run. "Cops got to eat, 
too," he said, disciplinary measures are being consid­
ered.

Paranormalists Capture Proof of Ghost Activity
UTAH - A group of paranormalists chasing ghosts in 
Utah's old penitentiary buildings claims to have docu­
mented proof that ghosts actually exist. The group sup­
posedly recorded strange glowing orbs and voices while 
going through the buildings, and six members of The 
Ghost Investigators Society say they photographed the 
phenomena. They claim to have heard voices saying 
"Dr. White can" and "fall guy." The group reported that 
the ghost activity primarily occurred in Cell Block A's 
shower room. Publication notes indicate that more 
killings happened in that part of the prison than any 
other section. Coincidence?
We think not.

Rense.com
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We apologize for not publishing technology/sports news in this issue. They will resume from next week onwards.













The Grand "Millions" Competition
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPETITORS

Fill in your personal information in the coupon and 
answer all of the questions on the coupon.
You will have to answer questions of coupons of 
four consecutive issues of Yemen Times. For exam­
ple, you can answer issues (40,41,42,43) or 
(43,44,45,46,) etc.. Then deliver the coupons in one 
envelope to Yemen Times head office in Sanaa, or to 
the Aden or Taiz branches. You may as well send 
them by mail to P.O. Box 2579 - Sanaa.

The participations will not be accepted in case: 
- Solutions of 4 consecutive issues were not sent. 
- One of the answers to any question was wrong.
- Your personal information was not filled appro­

priately.
All the correct answers will be published in 
February along with the names of the winners. The 
prizes will be handed in the same month.
For any questions or comments about the competi­
tion, please call Mr. Nasri Abu Bakr.

* The main condition to submit the prized is that the 
above filled personal details match the personal 
details in the identification card or passport number.

WISHING YOU
THE BEST OF LUCK!

Sponsorship Opportunity Still Available!

Call Now for Sponsoring, 
hence becoming part of the 

Biggest Competition of the Season...

Tel. 268661
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