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EMBARRASSMENT!
In an unprecedented move, President Saleh 
said on Saturday that Yemen was embarrassed 
because of the continuing kidnapping incidents 
of foreigners in Yemen. In reference to the lat
est kidnapping incident of a German citizen in 
Sana'a, President Saleh said, “Those kidnap
pers shouldn’t think that what they did offend
ed me personally, but it offended all Yemenis.” 
Saleh also added during his inspection visit to 
Hodeidah that the latest kidnapping incident, 
which took place while he was on an overseas 
tour, had affected Yemen negatively, adding 
that the government will not let the perpetra
tors go unpunished.
On the other hand, the Yemeni and US sides 
indefinitely postponed the signing of the secu
rity and economic cooperation agreement 
within the framework of the global war against 
terrorism, previously scheduled to be signed 
last Wednesday in Washington. President 
Saleh recently paid a two-day visit to the 
United States, followed by a European tour 
that included France and Germany.
Saleh said after his meeting with President 
Bush at the White House, that the disagree
ments between the two sides led to the indefi
nite delay of the signing of the agreement. 
However, President Saleh noted that this 
agreement includes provisions pertaining to 
fighting terrorism, as well as intelligence and 
economic cooperation.
The same sources considered the US 
Ambassador in Sana'a as the main person 
responsible for delaying the signing of the 

agreement, adding that the stipulations of the 
agreement are not sufficient for achieving the 
desired cooperation aspired by the two sides, 
particularly with regard to the war against ter
ror. As Washington is keen to use the port of 
Aden when necessary, without any complica
tions, it requested the enclosing of an article in 
this respect, a source told the Yemen Times. 
The White House spokesman declared last 
Tuesday that Yemen has become a partner with 
the United States in its war against terrorism, 
adding that President George Bush is satisfied 
with the level of cooperation offered by 
Yemen's government in this war. The 
spokesman further highlighted Yemen's 
approval to delay the trial of the suspects pre
sumed to have links with the USS Cole inci
dent in compliance with the United States' 
request.
The draft security cooperation agreement 
includes the training of anti-terrorism units by 
the USA and the coordination of efforts 
between the two countries to track down ter
rorists groups if found on Yemeni territories. 
The agreement also focuses on building a high 
administrative level for the Political Security 
Police and creating new departments at the 
Criminal Investigation Police for the same pur
pose.
President Saleh during his visit to Paris also 
stressed the right of the Palestinian people to 
establish an independent state and Yemen's 
refusal to extend the war zone outside 
Afghanistan.

Kidnappers Under Siege 
The kidnappers of Karl Lienert, the German 
mechanical engineering expert abducted last 
Wednesday night, are still under siege by 
security forces in the Al-Mahjaza area, 150 
km east of Sana’a.
According to tribal sources from the region, 
no negotiations have yet begun, while mili
tary forces have launched intensive attacks 
against the area where the kidnappers are 
thought to be hiding. Three houses were 
damaged as a result of the offensive in the 
village, whose families have left for their 
safety.
A group of five tribesmen belonging to Al 
Zaidi tribe of Jahm abducted Karl Lienert at 
gunpoint from Baghdad street, near the heart 
of the capital Sana’a, late Wednesday. The 
kidnappers stopped Carl while he was driv
ing his car and forced him into their vehicle. 
According to official sources, the German 
was kidnapped near a house belonging to a 
prominent military personality. But despite 
gunfire upon the kidnappers' vehicle by sol
diers, they couldn't prevent the kidnappers 
from escaping. The kidnappers were able to 
take the hostage to a mountainous area in the 
vast Al-Mahjiza region of Mareb.
Mechanized Brigade 25, belonging to the 
military forces which were surrounding the 
area, closed all main roads to the region 
before clamping a total siege on the region.

Continued on page 2

Charitable Societies 
Under Supervision

The Yemeni authorities have intensified their sur
veillance measures against charitable societies 
and demanded that their offices in the gover
norates report the volume of donations raised by 
charitable societies.
A source at the Ministry of Social Affairs & 
Labor said that the new law under which these 
societies are established comes in accordance 
with Yemen's commitments to prevent funding 
terrorism.
This move comes after many charitable associa
tions in some Arab and Islamic countries have 
been suspected of having links with the al-Qaeda 
network and other organizations labeled by the 
USA as supporting terrorism.

Two Explosions Hit Shabwa 
Yemen security in Shabwa is still investigating 
the two bombing incidents that hit the Governor's 
house and the headquarters of the Islah party in 
Attaq, capital of Shabwa, last Wednesday.
The two incidents left no causalities, only dam
aging the buildings and five cars parked in the 
yard of the Governor’s house. Ten people who 
were present during the explosions have been 
detained. Nobody announced his responsibility 
for the bombings or the motives behind them. 
The police have not disclosed any results of their 
investigations too. 

New Measures to Prevent 
Terrorists from Infiltrating Yemen
The Yemeni authorities have approved new 
measures which were issued last week with 
regard to stopping issuing visas or allowing 
Arab citizens and students to enter Yemen, 
including those from Egypt, Sudan, Algeria, 
Libya and Tunisia.
Likewise, the same procedures have applied 
to other countries with the exception of those 
countries which have stopped issuing visas 
for only three months.

A security source told the 26 September 
weekly newspaper on Thursday 29 that new 
measures have been implemented in regards 
to issuing visas for both Arab and foreigners 
who study at Yemeni universities.
They are also subjected to medical checkups 
and accurate investigations to prevent sus
pected terrorists from infiltrating Yemeni ter
ritories.

Yemeni Victims at 
Kanduz Massacre 

Mourned
Thirteen 
Yemeni mil
itants fight
ing beside 
the Taliban 
have report
edly been 
killed by the 
US and Northern Alliance forces during the 
Kanduz massacre, an unofficial source noted. 
Families of the victims, who are mostly from 
Taiz and Abyan, have informed the authori
ties of the names and surnames of the victims. 
The decade-old war of liberation against the 
Russian occupation forces in Afghanistan 
attracted hundreds of Yemenis to take part in 
this war.
Sources say that death prayers for the victims 
were performed by the families of the vic
tims.

U.S. to Train
Yemeni Anti-Terror

Forces
A senior US State Department official dis
closed on Wednesday a US offer to train 
Yemeni anti-terrorism forces. Some military 
observers have interpreted the offer as a 
means to intensify the US military presence 
in countries once considered unfriendly.
The US official added that the US would 
offer as much assistance as required.
It is worthwhile to mention that President 
Saleh of Yemen had earlier given assurances 
to the US government that Yemen had 
already intensified its border guards pres
ence and was interrogating and detaining 
suspected terrorists inside the country.
Besides offering military training, the US 
and Yemen are cooperating in the intelli
gence field. At the same time, the US 
government hopes to have more cooper
ation on the part of the Yemeni govern
ment in terms of fighting terrorism.



2 Home 3 December, 2001

Words of Wisdom
Yemeni culture takes two inherently con

tradictory positions vis-a-vis wealth. 
Yemenis shun the rich and the wealthy, 
and the intensity of animosity and nega
tive attitude towards those rich dudes is 

directly proportional to their level of wealth.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, 
(1951-1999) 

Founder of Yemen Times

Our Opinion
Will We Ever Start?

T
 he sincere and frank position of President Saleh 

in openly saying that the latest kidnapping inci
dent of a German citizen in Sana'a has embar
rassed him along with all Yemenis, was a brave 
stand for which he should be respected.

It is only logical and normal for such a reaction to be taken by 
Yemen's Head of State after the second time a German has 
been kidnapped in Yemen while Germany is hosting him. It is 
an embarrassment for all of us, as President, government, and 
people to have such a shameful act happen, and for the second 
time!
The President wanted to send a strong message to the kidnap
pers of the last two Germans kidnapped this year. Reports 
reveal that the kidnappers of the two Germans actually belong 
to the same tribe of Jahm in Mareb. What do those kidnappers 
want to say? Are they challenging the President in an attempt 
to harm his image abroad? Why this brutality and disobedi
ence? Where does the state stand in all of this?
All in all, we can conclude that security in our country is still 
not mature enough, especially if we assume that this timing 
was not a coincidence.
But if there is only one positive thing those kidnappers have 
done, than it is the increasing insistence of the leadership to 
hunt them down and bring them to justice. In his statement, 
the President has shown that he is aware of the attempts of 
those kidnappers to harm his image while he is abroad, and is 
explicitly saying that if those kidnappers think they are harm
ing his image or doing him harm, they should realize that the 
whole country has suffered from their actions and not only 
him.
This incident will probably fuel public anger and outrage at its 
method and timing. It was not an easy task, but it did put us 
all in embarrassment.
However, every time we think we have found the solution to 
kidnapping, and every time a few months pass without kid
napping, we hear of another kidnapping incident, and we go 
back to square one all over again.
In this very column last week, I wrote an article about the 
German tourist group that was courageous to come to Yemen 
for a tourist trip. What would we tell them now? How do we 
explain to them what happened?
We cannot discourage them from coming, and hence cannot 
approve the travel warnings their countries had issued, but we 
also cannot bury our heads in the sand and pretend that every
thing is OK.
It is high time to seek a way out of this chaotic situation. We 
need to end this phenomenon once and for all. Words are not 
enough, and action must follow.
But what kind of action could help in a country with an aver
age of 3 pieces of weapons per person? What kind of meas
ures could be taken if law and regulations are not respected 
and are not enforced on the citizens equally? How can the 
government bring the kidnappers to justice if they belong to a 
lawless governorate called Mareb?
Yes, you get it! The above questions are actually the answers. 
They could at least serve as a starting point.
So, will we ever start?
I hope so!

5 People Still Detained in Aden
The Yemeni Organization to Defend Human Rights & Democratic 
Freedoms sent a letter to the Minster of Interior requesting the 
immediate release of five persons detained at Sheikh Othman 
Police Station. The organization described the detention of these 
people as a breach of the constitution and the established law, 
adding that the police refused releasing them despite the orders of 
the prosecution to do so.
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New Charges on Oil Derivatives
The Customs Authority submitted within the 
last couple of days a draft law to the govern
ment to add car's customs on oil derivatives. 
The draft law is aimed at putting an end to the 
issue of smuggling cars and other goods 
including small and expensive goods. A 
source at the Custom Authority considered car 
and truck smuggling as a dangerous multidi
mensional phenomenon, adding that the wide
spread reach of this phenomenon is principal
ly ascribable to the very long sea and land 
boundaries of the Republic of Yemen, as well 
as to the existence of free market zones in 
neighboring countries. The high customs 
levied by the government is undoubtedly a 
contributory factor to the spread of this phe
nomenon. The source added that the few 
times the government has seized smuggled 
products it has been forced to compensate for 
them from public funds.
The source noted that the reason behind pre
senting this draft law to the government is the 
loss of substantial parts of customs, particu
larly the customs registration fees. On the 
other hand, the importation of secondhand 
cars in a drive to avoid high taxes has incurred 
stubborn problems for the environment and 
economy.
Regarding the security reasons involved in

presenting this draft law, the source said that 
smuggling cars and different vehicles without 
registering them makes these vehicles a 
means of committing different crimes and 
also makes it difficult to track down and to 
identify their perpetrators. The submission of 
this law to the government comes after many 
government bodies, such as the Supreme 
Committee for Fighting Smuggling and its 
affiliate committees, have failed to effectively 
tackle this issue.
Similarly, the drastic reduction of customs on 
smuggled cars and the high customs levied at 
Yemeni ports constitutes an incentive for 
smuggling. The source stressed that the best 
way to solve the issue of smuggling is to put 
an end to the irregularities at the related 
authorities, as well as to find other efficient 
means and mechanisms for implementing the 
different policies pertaining to this issue. The 
source also recommended the removal of all 
customs and taxes as the best measure to take 
to solve the problem of smuggling, and 
instead of these customs and taxes the gov
ernment should impose charges on oil and 
diesel. The draft law includes a number of 
alternatives for handling this issue, such as 
adding an extra three, four or five riyals per 
liter in addition to the registration fees.

Eid Festival Exhibition 
Held

In preparation for Eid Al-Fitr, the Apollo 
Company for International Exhibitions has 
been hosting the Eid Festival Exhibition in 
the Expo Hall Center to be held from 
Ramadhan 12 to 29. Many companies are 
exhibiting their different products such as, 
clothes, perfumes, shoes, accessories, gifts, 
toys and household equipment.
The Marketing Manager of the Apollo 
Company, Omar Annahmi, pointed out that 
the exhibition is held annually, and it meets 
all the needs of low-paid consumers. He 
stressed that there are pioneering companies 
that participate in this exhibition. The exhibi
tion is comprised of a series of several exhi
bitions organized by the Apollo Company.

National Higher 
Education Symposium 

Concluded
The National Higher Education Symposium 
concluded it discussions of the conference’s 
recommendations on Wednesday, November 
28, 2001.
The two-day discussions focused mainly on 
higher education and human development. 
The participants concentrated on the issue of 
higher education within the framework of the 
occupational flexibility of the labor force 
through statistical evidence.

Continued from Page 1
Kidnappers Under Siege
On another level, strict security measures 
were taken in Sana’a, where dozens of 
inspection points were formed and dozens 
of tribesmen belonging to tribes from 
Khawlan were arrested. According to 
Mareb tribes, those arrested will be used as 
hostages to pressure the release of the kid
napped German.
The kidnappers tried to hide the hostage 
from security forces, but failed before secu
rity forces were able to locate them.
Tribal sources in the region expect that 
extensive pressure by the military forces 
surrounding the area could lead to the sur
render of the kidnappers.
It is also suggested by tribal figures that the 
kidnapping was based on personal interests, 
and not for the sake of the tribe or the 
region.
President Saleh has stressed the importance 
of fighting terrorism in all its forms, includ
ing kidnapping, and is expected to push 
harder for security reforms, especially after 
agreeing with the USA that the latter would 
provide $140 million to support projects to 
qualify security systems in the country and 
for developmental projects in the tribal 
areas breeding kidnappers.
This incident comes after the Commercial 
Attache at the German Embassy in Sana’a, 
Mr. Rainer Bems, was kidnapped on July 
27 and released unharmed a couple of 
months later after extensive tribal media
tions.
This is also the third kidnapping of a 
German during this year alone. More than 
145 kidnapping incidents have occurred in 
Yemen since 1990 and have resulted in a 
tremendous loss to the economy of the 
country, which is losing more than $200 
million every year.

First Chess
Championship for Girls 

Organized
Under the auspices of the NANA Company, 
the National Cultural Center for Youth, in col
laboration with Women Union Sport, the first 
chess championship for girls has been organ
ized in Taiz beginning in mid-Ramadhan. It is 
expected that all schools in Taiz will partici
pate in the competition.
Abdullah Abdulaelah Sallam, the Manager of 
the Center, has pointed out that the champi
onship would be organized annually at Arwa 
School.

Southern and Eastern
Governorates

Tribesmen Hold a 
Meeting

The tribesmen of the southern and eastern 
governorates held an extended meeting in 
Sana'a, which was attended by a number of 
social, political and cultural dignitaries. The 
meeting tackled a set of problems which these 
areas are suffering from, including adminis
trative reform in these governorates. The issue 
of finding solutions for the 13,000 retired mil
itary personnel, as well as the 14,000 civil ser
vants, was the focal point of the meeting.
The meeting, which was held on Sunday, 
adopted a mechanism for convening meetings 
on a periodic basis and setting up special sub
committees.

New Loans from
International Bank & 

IMF
The International Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) have granted loans to 
Yemen totaling US $ 1.18 million to be dis
tributed to different sectors, including support
ing the second Fifth Plan for the coming five 
years (2001-2005), such as that of dams, water 
catchments, road repairs, the establishment of 
technical institutes, the support of local 
authorities, the encouragement of job handi
craft industries and the provision of job oppor
tunities for women.
It is notable that implementation of what 
remains of the economic reform policies in 
Yemen will of course lead to other economic 
problems. In this case, the government has to 
take administrative measures and issue labor 
legislation in order to provide job opportuni
ties for unemployed people and to urge the pri
vate sector to participate in the development 
process.
In addition, imposing taxes on sales will lead 
to the augmentation of prices and will nega
tively affect the low-paid employees, which 
will in turn entails the increase of social budg
et funds to maintain thousands of the poor 
families.
The annual loans to Yemen granted by the 
international bank have totaled US $200 mil
lion.

Cabinet Approves 2002 Budget Expenses 
Increase of Deficit Soars Up to 3%

The Cabinet endorsed last Tuesday the 
bill of the general of the fiscal year 
2002. The total amount of the budget 
for the central local authorities is put at 
531,829,160 Yemeni riyals as expens
es. The revenues are put at YR 
482,20,513. The deficit is estimated at 
YR 49.808 million and 3% of the total 
local production. The government said 
the focus would be on the projects 
which are underway, giving more priv
ileges to local authorities. The increase 
in the budget of the coming year is 
around YR 33 billion, as the budget of 
2001 is YR 501.882 million. The rev
enues of the 2000 budget were YR 
487.844 million. It is also noticed that

there is a wide gap between the deficit 
in the 2002 budget and that of this year, 
for the deficit of this year is only YR 
14.830 million (0.6%).
Although the government said last year 
it would try to abide by the expenses 
stated by the budget bill, it failed to 
achieved this goal. A few weeks ago, it 
requested that the Parliament approve 
an extra approbation of YR 
75,351,393,000. Of course, this has 
revealed a wide gap between the 
expenses and the deficit in the budget 
of 2001.
The Parliament is expected to start 
debating the new fiscal year budget 
after Ramadan.

Two Explosions Hit Shabwa
Yemeni security in Shabwa is still 
investigating the two bombing inci
dents that hit the Governor’s house and 
the headquarters of the Islah party in 
Attaq, capital of Shabwa. last 
Wednesday. The two incidents caused 
no causalities, except for the damage to 
the buildings and five cars parked in 
the yard of the governor's house. Ten

people who were present during the 
explosions have been detained. 
Nobody announced their responsibility 
for the bombings or their motives. 
Also, the police have not disclosed any 
results of their investigations.
Seven explosions have hit the gover
norates of Aden, Hadhramaut, Lahj 
and Shabwa during the last six weeks.

Britain Objects to the Targeting of Yemen
The British government stated its 
refusal of the idea that Yemen should 
be made a target for the US-led war 
against terrorism. In a press statement, 
the British Embassy in Sana’a said that 
the British government objects to the 
idea that targeting Yemen would at all 
be an acceptable or excusable matter. 
The statement said a report released by 
the British Sunday Times last Sunday 
had nothing to do with the official 
stand of the British government and its 
policy towards Yemen, and that the 
journalist did not report any official 
statement released by the British gov
ernment. It also stressed that Britain 
considers Yemen a victim of terrorism

rather than a target. It welcomed 
Yemen’s strong condemnation of ter
rorism and its willingness to support 
international efforts to crackdown on 
terrorism worldwide.
President Ali Abdullah Saleh com
mented on what the British and other 
newspapers have published by saying 
that such press showed some kind of 
prejudice and intrigue. While Yemen 
has been relentlessly cooperating in the 
fight against terrorism, he pointed out 
that Yemen’s economy has been 
strongly hit by the attack against the 
USS Cole in Aden last year and the ter
rorist attacks against Washington and 
New York last September.

Extrajudicial Appointment of COCA 
Director in Jawf

In a surprising and extrajudicial move, 
the Jawf Governor appointed Naji 
Hadi a-Ghanimi as director of the 
Central Organization for Auditing and 
Control (COCA) branch in Jawf. 
Interestingly, neither the COCA 
administration nor the Presidency has 
any knowledge of this appointment. 
The Governor informed the COCA's 
chairman, Dr. Abdullah Farwan, about 
that appointment only last week, as he 
sent him the appointment directive 
and requested his approval. The 
COCA administration expressed its 
surprise by the illegal step taken by 
the Governor, which is an overt inter

ference in the affairs of a supreme 
monetary body. The Yemen Times has 
obtained a copy of the appointment 
directive No. 221, which is under
signed by the Governor of the Jawf 
governorate, Colonel Abdulsalm al- 
Dhala'y. The directive stipulates the 
appointment of Naji Hadi al-Ghanimi 
as Director-General for the COCA 
branch in Jawf, and that it should be 
effective from the date of its issuance. 
A legal source told the Yemen Times 
that the move taken by the Governor is 
a serious breach of the authority of the 
COCA, which is an independent 
supreme body.

Galileo Yemen is committed to 
providing pioneering secured 
reservation system within 48 hours 
for all travel agents, individuals, oil 
companies and trade companies 
through the Internet, with training 
course, free of charge.

For further information, Please call us on:
Contact: Tel +967 1 264732 or 240700 & Tel/Fax 

+967 1 264733
E-mail: NDC@y.net.ye

Or SAHGOIY@sit.gmsmail.com
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GM of the Handicapped Care Fund to YT:

“The Fund aims at qualifying the handicapped for 
shouldering greater responsibilities in society”

he handicapped Care 
Fund is a newly estab
lished organization that 
was set up to take care of 
the Yemeni handicapped.

Mr. Ismail al-Ghabri interviewed Mr. 
Ahmad Qasem Shugaaddin. General 
Manager of the Fund and conducted 
the following interview.

Q: What are the objectives of the 
Fund?
A: The Fund was established in 1991 
by a Republican decree to relieve dis
tress among the handicapped. Its goals 
were to generate support for projects 
pertaining to training and rehabilitating 
the handicapped, to develop financial 
resources, and to provide equipment 
required for the training of the handi
capped.
There are a great number of handi
capped, about 1,900,000, most of 
whom are children and women. They 
face problems such as insufficient 

facilities of training and remote resi
dences. There is a need to qualify this 
segment of people to enable them to 
shoulder greater responsibilities in sup
porting a modern society. These are all 
factors that have greatly facilitated the 
endorsement of the law by the 
Parliament. We are expecting the law 
to be passed by the President, who has 
been very attentive to the needs of the 
handicapped, in the near future.

Q: Who are the beneficiaries of the 
support generated by the Fund?
A: The handicapped, as well as their 
families, which need to gain the 
knowledge to bring up their handi
capped children properly.

Q: What are the future projects to be 
supported by the Fund?
A: There are many projects which will 
be implemented according to their pri
orities. Some of our intended plans are 
following up the collection of local and 
foreign resources mentioned in the 
law; enhancing abilities of government 
centers, schools, organizations, etc. in 

the fields of social and health rehabili
tation, etc.; providing the equipment 
and qualified support; providing 
obtainable loans for qualified handi
capped people to run their own proj
ects; opening new centers for the coun
tryside and remote areas' handicapped; 
encouraging the establishment of relat-

ed societies; establishing specialized 
training centers; searching for local as 
well as foreign markets for the handi
capped production; etc. These are in 
short some of the intended future proj
ects.

Q: From where does the Fund gets 
its resources?
A: There are specified local and for
eign resources. Other channels of 
financing depend on our ability to per
suade donors to support our projects.

Q: Can you tell about the size of 
your budget?
A: This can be possible after the law is 
passed by a Republican decree.

Q: Any other comments?
A: I would like to especially thank the 
President, the legislative and Executive 
authorities and the Handicapped 
Society Union for the great efforts they 
have made to make this project a 
dream come true. I would also take the 
opportunity of this interview to call 
upon brotherly and friendly countries, 
organizations and businessmen to help 
achieve the goals of the Fund.

Yahya Othman
“Aden Radio and Television Corporation 

is the Oldest in the Region”

A
den Radio and 
Television are amongst 
the oldest in the region, 
as its inception dates 
back to September

1964. At that time only Baghdad, 
Beirut and Cairo had television sta
tions. This could be one of the reasons 
why Aden Radio and Television are so 
distinguished. Yemen Times Aden 
Bureau Chief, Rithwan al-Saqqaf met 
with Yahya Othman, one of the most 
celebrated announcers in Yemen. 
Following are excerpts of the inter
view.

Q: Can you give me a briefing on 
your career as a radio announcer?
A: Actually, my career as a radio 
announcer started in mid-October 
1973. Before that, I worked as a 
teacher for five years, then I joined 
radio and television after I heard an 
announcement describing vacant posi
tions on the radio. I applied for this 
post along with 80 other applicants 
who underwent a series of tests and 
interviews. Interestingly, I was one of 
the five applicants who were accepted 
for these positions. After that, we 
underwent a training course at the 
radio studio, which was supervised by 
Mr. Alawi al-Saqqaf in cooperation 
with Abdulrahman Baljun and 
Abdulrahman Thabet.
During my 27-year work in radio and 
television I held several different posi
tions: Head of a Department of 
Programs, Chief Announcer and 
Deputy Head of the Announcers 
Department. Following the unification 
I moved to Sana'a, where I broadcast 
along with my colleague the first news 
bulletin through Sana'a Television on 
the very day of the proclamation of the 
renunciation. Then, in 1994 I was 
appointed to Director of Development 
Programs at Aden Television. I am cur
rently the Director of the Department 
of Radio and Television.

Q: What are the characteristics of a 
successful announcer?

A: A good voice, a very good cultural 
background and a through knowledge 
of grammar are the most important 
things. Other assets needed for the 
announcer are good repartee, keeping 
up with world news, good reporting 
skills, love and dedication for his work.

Q: Aden Radio and Television is dis
tinguished to have professional 
announcers. What is the reason for 
that?
A: Thank you for this high regard. 
Actually, Aden Radio & Television is 
the first in the Arabian peninsula, as it 
was established in September 1964. 
Moreover, most of the staff of Aden 
Radio Television was trained by 
experts from BBC radio.

Q: Many young female announcers 
have made their debuts within the 
last couple of years. Where they have 
been trained, and what is your 
assessment of the female announcers 
in general?
A: The new female announcers are 
mainly trained at the studios of Aden 
television. Regarding my assessment 
of female announcers, I think they are 
mostly very good, particularly as they 
have a long experience in this career.

Q: These days, many announcers go 
to work for some Arab satellite chan
nels. What are the reasons for this?
A: The move of some announcers to 
work in some Arab satellite channels is 
an individual thing and it has happened 
in different manners. Some announcers 
left Yemen to work at some Arab satel
lite channels following the 1986 inci
dents in the Southern part of Yemen, 
and some others personally joined 
other Arab satellite channels after 
being accepted there.

Q: Have you ever been offered a job 
at an Arab satellite channel?
A: No. I have not been offered a job at 
an Arab satellite channel. Basically, 
this is because these channels advertise 
for vacant posts and the best applicants 

are chosen. Personally, I have not yet 
applied for such jobs due to certain cir
cumstances, principally those pertinent 
to my family. However, I have a desire 
now to move and work outside of 
Yemen.

Q: What are the difficulties facing 
announcers? And is there any con
tact between Yemeni and Arab 
announcers?
A: One of the difficulties encountering 
announcers at the Aden Radio & 
Television is the lack of discipline in 
the administrative and financial depart
ments, which breeds disappointment 
amongst announcers. Similarly, the 
non-existence of the occupational clas
sification and description have made 
all employees at the same level regard
less of their career or long experience. 
Unfortunately, all announcers in radio 
and television are viewed as just civil 
servants and not as talented people 
who have spent most of their life in this 
career. Similarly, the payroll of 
announcers doesn't recognize the long 
experience and career of the different 
announcers. The difference between an 
announcer who has spent 27 years in 
service and one who spent 16 doesn't 
exceed YR 2000 at its best. 
Furthermore, the texts of the main 
newscast are not submitted to the 
news-readers in a sufficient period of 
time for proofreading and recognizing 
foreign names. Concerning our contact 
with Arab announcers, we actually 
have an agreement according to which 
the Qatar-based al-Jazeera Satellite 
Channel will host a number of 
announcers and editors from Aden and 
Sana'a televisions for the period of two 
weeks starting in November. I hope 
that this move will be a starting point 
for further cooperation with other Arab 
satellite channels.

Q: Any last comment?
A: I d' like to thank the Yemen Times 
for this interview and I hope that this 
interesting paper will develop further.

Qatar Embassy Holds 
Reception

The Ambassador of 
Qatar, Sheikh Jasim 
bin Mohammed bin 
Saud Al Thani held 
on Thursday 
November 29 an 
Iftar and dinner 
banquet for Arab 
and Muslims 
Ambassadors and 
prominent Yemeni 
and foreign person
alities on the occa
sion of the holy 
month of Ramadan. 
It is worth noting 
that Qatar celebrat
ed its 30th national 
day anniversary on 
September 3rd. 
Yemen and Qatar 
enjoy uniquely 
strong relationships 
and have pledged to 
continue strength
ening the relation
ship to higher hori
zons

UAE celebrates the 30th 
Anniversary

The United Arab Emirates celebrated 
the National Day during the reign of 
Shiekh, Zaid Bin Sultan Al-Nahyan. 
The UAE Ambassador in Sana'a, 
Khaleefa Mugren Al-Kindi, confirmed 
in a press release. The Government of 
UAE has highly appreciated the efforts 
performed Yemen's attitude towards 
the issues of the Emirati occupied 
islands (Abu Musa), the Greater Tunb 
and the Lesser Tunb, which is still 
under discussion in the international 
conferences for a long time with the 
aim of supporting and packing up the

Emirati sovereignty over the three 
islands. In a statement to Al-Asooa 
Weekly Newspaper, Al-Kindi said that 
one of the prominent evidences, which 
is never erased from the people of the 
UAE on the occasion of the 30th 
Anniversary of the National Day. This 
anniversary has come as a result of 
dignity and success which have been 
achieved to its sons in all aspects 
whether it is social, economic, or polit
ical under the wise leadership of UAE, 
chaired His Excellency, Zaid in Sultan 
Al-Nahyan.

Arab Intellectual 
Conference 

in Cairo 
Concluded

The Arab Intellectual Conference in 
Cairo concluded its discussions 
regarding the civilization dialogue at 
the headquarters of the General 
Secretariat. The General Secretary of 
the Arab League, Mr. Amr Musa, stat
ed that there had been unanimous par
ticipation by the intellectuals and 
attendants, necessary to encounter the 
campaign that has been launched on 
Arabic and Islamic culture. The partic
ipants agreed that civilized and cultur
al diversification constitutes a huge 
challenge, emphasizing the necessity 
of achieving human progress. This is 
clearly seen by Cairo’s declaration to 
establish an annual prize granted by 
the Arab League to outstanding intel
lectuals in the field of civilization dia
logue

Draft law to Unify 
the Local Councils 

Secretariat
The Secretary General of the 
Secretariat, Ahmed Al-Kuhlani has 
enacted draft laws to cancel the local 
councils in the secretariat and only one 
council can be used which consist of 
41 people in the pretext that the secre
tariat is only one geographical unit. 
The members of the local council have 
gathered in the secretariat last Monday 
before the Local Administration to 
demand against this draft law.
The Chairman of the Social 
Committee in the Local Council to 
Maeen, Hameed Obaid, said that this 
draft law has belittled the local coun
cils authorities. It is said that the 
Secretary General of the Secretariat, 
Ahmed Al-Kuhlani might the draft law 
with aim of reviewing the draft law.
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The Day of 
Independence

Saeed al-Janahi

S
ome leaders of the Arab 
Nationals Movement start
ed thinking of a military 
struggle against the British 
colonizers in South Yemen 

at the end of 1996. Actually, Yemen has 
been affected by the open conflict 
between pan-Arabism and the leftist 
communist ideology, causing the Arab 
Nationalists Movement to be bound by 
the principles of the National Front. 
Simultaneously, the movement 
expanded secretly in the North and the 
idea of overthrowing the tyrannical 
Imamate regime there was substantial
ly reinforced in a drive to make the 
Northern part of Yemen a starting point 
for liberating the occupied Southern 
part. The Sana'a-based Southern 
Affairs Office, headed by Qahtan al- 
Sha'abi, interestingly contributed to 
establishing contact amongst the differ
ent struggling forces of the South. The 
Southern Affairs Office was also a cen
ter for assembling and maintaining a 
liaison among the different national 
forces, which all were resolved to gain 
independence. The leaders of these 
struggling factions eventually agreed 
to hold a general meeting on November 
24, 1963 in Sana'a, which was attended 
by hundreds of people from the 
Southern part of Yemen, as well as 
important personalities from the lead
ership of the national movement of the 
South, including the People's Socialist 
Party, which used to have offices in 
Taiz and Sana'a. Following the 
September 26 Revolution the British 
authorities could feel the serious dan
ger posed against its interests in the 
South; thus, they promptly tried to 
arrange for what can be termed as de 
facto independence for South Yemen, 
through annexing Aden to the Union of 
Southern Arabia and forming a govern
ment headed by Hussein Bayumi, head 
of the National Unionist Party of Aden. 
Apparently, the British authorities 
attempted through such a move to cre
ate a federal government that included 
Aden, sultanates, emirates and sheik
doms, as well to grant them a nominal 
government that would ensure that the 
British authorities maintain military 
bases in Aden. Consequently, the 
British government brokered a meeting 
that included representatives of politi
cal parties as well as a representative 
on behalf of the government of North 
Yemen. At this meeting, there were 
stark differences over the independ
ence of the South, as Sheikh Al- 
Hubaishi, Secretary-General of the 
League of Sons of South Yemen,

demanded the unconditional independ
ence of the South and called for hold
ing a UN-sponsored election. On the 
contrary, Mohammed Ali Luqman, 
Secretary-General of the People's 
Constitutional Congress, renounced 
annexing Aden to the Union of South 
Arabia due to the substantial differ
ences between Aden and the protec
torates of the unity in terms of admin
istration, development and available 
freedoms, stressing that Aden should 
be accorded self-rule. Furthermore, 
Saeed Subhi, representative of the 
People's Socialist Party, emphasized 
that Aden and the protectorates are 
integral parts of Yemen, thus the com
mittee should annex these areas to 
Yemen as well as dissolve the federa
tion and the legislative assemblies. The 
viewpoint of the Union of Southern 
Arabia represented by its Foreign 
Minister, Mohammed bin Fareed al- 
Awlaqi, stressed that the agreement 
signed between his government and 
Britain was based on the desires of the 
people and princes as well. Subhi 
Fareed added that the Union of South 
Arabia enjoys full independence, 
except for foreign affairs, which had 
been left for the British government, 
adding that Yemen had no right to 
claim sovereignty over any of these 
areas. Yet, the representative of 
Northern Yemen objected to the cre
ation of the Union of South Arabia by 
the British government and described it 
as a means of occupation for maintain
ing dominance over that region and 
called for returning the Southern part to 
the motherland. The representative of 
the British government, on his part, 
expressed the wish of his government 
to maintain its sovereignty over Aden 
as well as its relations, and to establish 
contact with sultans and sheikhs of dis
tricts, adding that the claim of Yemen 
over these lands was baseless.
Concerning the member of the 
Occupation Dissolving Committee, the 
representatives of Iraq and Syria

stressed the necessity of maintaining 
the territorial integrity of Yemen and 
showed the falseness of the Union of 
South Arabia. Similarly, the Iraqi and 
Syrian representatives called for hold
ing a free and fair election under the 
supervision of the United Nations. 
Actually, this call was also approved 
by the representatives of the Eastern 
Pact as well as Asian and European 
countries, particularly with regard to 
sending a fact-finding commission to 
Yemen. Eventually, the Occupation 
Dissolving Committee came out with a 
number of recommendations concern
ing the existing situation in Yemen, as 
the Committee had admitted the right 
of self-determination for the people of 
South Yemen. Furthermore, the 
Committee recommended according 
the people of South Yemen a chance to 
express themselves regarding inde
pendence amid a free and democratic 
atmosphere and set up a subcommittee 
to consider this issue. However, Britain 
refused to allow the Committee to enter 
Aden; the Committee's purpose was 
diverted to visit the areas where groups 
of people from the South are based, 
such as Sana'a, Taiz, Saudi Arabia, 
Baghdad and Cairo. The Committee 
met with a number of these people and 
then returned to New York to submit a 
report to the Occupation Dissolving 
Committee. Moreover, the Committee 
recommended in its report that South 
Yemen has the right to self-determina
tion and in order to exercise this right a 
general free election should be held. 
Similarly, the British authorities should 
eliminate all laws that limit public free
doms, release political prisoners, and 
stop the despotic measures imposed on 
the people, particularly the military 
crackdowns against the people of the 
South. Furthermore, the report stressed 
that the United Nations should have a 
presence during the proposed general 
elections.
The British government entirely 
objected these recommendations, as 
the British Minister for the 
Protectorates in Parliament was quoted 
on July 11, 1963, as saying that the 
British government regards the report 
as a provocative act and that its recom
mendations are unacceptable as well. 
In September 1963, a meeting was held 
at the UN to this end and issued resolu
tion No 1949, which was approved by 
the UN Occupation Dissolving 
Committee and the sub-committee. 
Similarly, the UN General Assembly 
expressed its concern over the contin
ued deterioration of the situation in 
South Yemen, which could lead to vio
lent turmoil threatening international 

peace and stability. In addition, the 
United Nations issued resolutions con
cerning the right of the people of South 
Arabia to self-determination and inde
pendence, stressing that presence of 
British military bases in Aden posed a 
threat to the safety of the region and 
removing them was a must.
The British authorities realized that the 
Republic established in the North was 
not in any way similar to the former 
Imamate regime, which with they used 
to maintain good relations. The new 
regime, in fact, supported the cause of 
the South for full independence by 
whatever means. Thus, the British 
authorities took precautionary meas
ures for a revolution in the North in a

drive to overthrow the Republican 
regime there and to reinstall the 
Royalist family. Actually, the British 
forces based in Aden were used for 
achieving this goal. Edgar O' Palace 
mentioned in his book, "Yemen: 
Revolution and War," that the British 
authorities allowed the Federal forces 
represented by the Emirate of Bayhan 
to supply the Royalist forces with 
means of transportation, arms and 
ammunition. Interestingly, the British 
authorities took advantage of the sym
pathy of the Princes of Bayhan for the 
Royalists, particularly as this region 
shared a border with the newly-estab
lished Republic in the North. When the 
Royalist forces endeavored to capture 
the area of Harib near Bayhan, the 
Republican air forces of the North 
foiled their attempt. However, the 
British air forces promptly carried out a 
counterattack on the Republican 
forces. On November 9, 1962 President 
Abdullah al-Salal of North Yemen offi
cially revealed the undeclared war 
waged by the British authorities 
against the newly created Republic in 
the North, as the Harib front remained 
one of the outlets for supplying the 
Royalist forces in the North.
Afterwards, the strategy of armed 
struggle for liberating the South was 
coupled with defending the revolution 
of the North and defending the 
Republican regime as well, since they 
had been an integral part of the libera
tion of the South. Consequently, during 
a meeting held between the late 
Egyptian President Jamal Abdullnasir 
and the members of the General 
Secretariat of the Arab Nationals 
Movement in Cairo, the former said 
that he also wanted to fight the British 
authorities based in Aden, for they sup
ported the Royalist forces against the 
newly created Yemen Arab Republic. 
Accordingly, Jamal Abdullnasir imme
diately gave orders to his General 
Intelligence Chief, Salah Nassr, to sup
port the Nationalist Front by all avail
able means. Admittedly, the Egyptian 
vision to support the independence of 
South Yemen was based on the fact that 
the existence of British forces in South 
Arabia would constitute a real threat to 
pan-Arab security, as the Bab 
Almandeb Strait constituted a strategic 
depth for the safety of the Egyptian 

revolution. Accordingly, the Egyptian 
authorities opened offices side-by-side 
to those of the National Front offices in 
Taiz with the view of training, financ
ing and supporting the Yemeni forces 
in their struggle against British occupa
tion.
While the Yemeni fighters were repuls
ing the British military campaigns and 
the National Front expanding the war 
zone, some political parties that 
opposed the armed struggle declared 
their renunciation of war, particularly 
the People's Socialist Party which stat
ed that "the People's Socialist Party 
agrees with armed struggle as a means 
to gain political concessions and not 
merely for blood-shed to gain a mili
tary victory." Similarly, the armed 
struggle was opposed by the Unionist 
National Party, saying that they did not 
believe in bloodshed, as they did not 
believe in military dictatorships and 
that they also rejected the interference 
of any country in their internal affairs. 
The beginning of the armed struggle 
started after the tribal uprising took 
place in the rural areas. Al-Assefa, a 
covert organization formed by 
Mohammed Abdu Noman, Secretary- 
General of the United National Front, 
was one of the forerunners to attack the 
British forces. Earlier, Mohammed 
Abdu Noman was expelled to the 
North where he was warmly received, 
as the Imam had allocated a monthly 
stipend of 30 French francs to him. 
However, he did not quit struggling as 
he kept on moving from Taiz to Lahaj 
and Dar Sa'ad, where he enlisted a 
number of recruits for his organizations 
with the view of unleashing attacks 
against the British occupying forces. In 
1958, the members of al-Assefa threw 
grenades at Rex restaurant and a cine
ma in Tawahi, and the Armed Police 
installations and oil pipelines located 
in Lesser Aden. However, the British 
authorities arrested Saleh Abdulrazaq 
and Abdulhafiz Saeed Noman, who 
acted as liaison officers between the 
fighters and the leadership of the 
organization. Consequently, these two 
men were presented to court for trial, 
but despite this short-lived experience 
Mohammed Abdu Noman's resolve to 
liberate South Yemen from the British 
occupation remained vigorous up until. 
it was achieved.
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Several Decisions in the Exportation of Liquefied
Yemeni Gas

Mahyoob Al-Kamali

T
he Supreme Council for 
Economic Affairs has 
received a case concern
ing the delay of exploiting 
the liquefied gas project 

and the current situation of the project. 
This project has been implemented for 
years, and its delay has resulted in 
many obstacles, specifically for for
eign exports of Yemeni gas. During the 
meeting, the Council discussed the 
working paper presented by the 
Minister of Oil and Minerals, Rasheed 
Barabaa, which focused mainly on 
what had been presented in the Board 
of Directors meeting at the Liquefied 
Yemeni Gas Company. The Council 
has reviewed a number of the oil issues 
and options. This great concern has 
come as a result of the fallback of the 
national economy and the regression of 
oil revenues due to global changes in 
international oil markets. The Council

has made decisions concerning the 
establishment of these projects, which 
will in turn support the state’s budget. 
The negotiation guidelines are entrust
ed to the Oil and Mineral Company in 
order to mandate the Ministry to show 
the government’s attitude with regard 
to joint-stock companies to export the 
liquefied gas to foreign markets.
Yemen possesses more than 15 trillion 
cubic meters of oil reserves, which are

entrusted to the American Total 
Company to develop foreign exports. 
The financial crisis which hit the Asian 
markets has encouraged Yemen and 
concerned companies to postpone the 
Yemeni gas project until 2003. The gas 
company set up a committee in 1997 
with the aim of marketing the sale of 
Yemeni gas and making long-term con
tracts with merchants and traders in 
international markets.

An source in 
the oil indus
try said that 
the liquefied 
gas could be 
exported to 
countries such 
as Japan, 
Indonesia, 
Malaysia, and 
Australia. 
Such projects 
will support 
the national 
economy after 
a long period 
of recession. 
Consequently, 

the Supreme Council for Economic 
Affairs has decided to set up a commit
tee chaired by the Governor of the 
Central Bank and specialized members 
of the Financial, Commerce, Planning 
and Developing Ministries. This com
mittee will conduct a comprehensive 
study of the Yemeni economy and sub
mit a proposal to the Supreme Council 
for Economic Affairs before the end of 
the year 2001.

Updating & Improving Aden Refineries at the Cost 
of US $300 Million

A
den Refineries has been 
offered a partial privati
zation, the govern
ment's total ownership 
receding to privatize the

refinery. Officials have been seeking to 
implement a modernization of the 
petroleum refinery, whose productive 
capacity has amounted to 100 thou
sand barrels a day, at the cost of US 
$300 million.
This modernization project will be 
entrusted to a strategic investor with 
the government in order to bear the 
expeditions of the project and rehabili
tate the refinery, which have been

working for nearly 40 years. The mod
ernization plan includes improving 
crude oil and processing units, as well 
as the establishment of gas oil unite 
and a linking network in order to join 
different sections of the refinery. The 
project also includes the establishment 
of a new electrical station which will 
produce approximately 30-40 
megawatts. The oil company is to ini
tiate the first phase of the project at a 
cost of US $55 million, financed by the 
government. Official sources expected 
that the cost of financing the second 
phase will be US $250 million, and 
will be financed by private sectors,

both local and foreign. Aden Refinery 
has raised its capacity of liquefied gas 
to 1500 metric tons. The project also 
includes new installations for the gas 
in the Al-Zait Harbor, which belongs 
to the refinery and contains dozens of 
oil tanks at the cost of US $4 million. 
It is expected that the liquefied gas' 
exports will increase to reach 400 tons 
per a day.
The refinery was established in Aden 
in 1952 and began to refine oil in 1954 
by the British Petroleum Company in 
1977.
Economic statistics show that the 
amount of imported goods that passed

through the Aden harbor from January 
until September 2001 was 8.44 million 
tons. Statistics also show that the 
amount of exported and imported dry 
goods was 2.7 million tons, and lique
fied goods totalled 6.6 million tons. 
The overall imports to Aden Refinery 
equalled 3.8 million tons. The sources 
said that the total oil derivatives during 
the same period totaled 2,798,740 
tons.
Statistics also have pointed out that the 
number of ships reaching Terminal 
Container was 1734. These ships have 
been fully provided fuel totalling 96.4 
thousand tons.

Economy 
News

Yemen-UAE Labor Agreement
An agreement concerning the 
exchange of labor between Yemen 
and the United Arab Emirates was 
signed in Emirates last week. The 
agreement includes 15 articles regu
lating the use of Yemeni labor in the 
Emirates through enhancing cooper
ation between the Ministry of Labor 
& Social Affairs in the two coun
tries. The agreement focuses on 
facilitating the employment of 
Yemeni labor and creating laws and 
regulations that ensure the imple
mentation of this agreement.

USD 1 Billion from World Bank
The World Bank (WB) decided to 
allocate USD 1.18 billion for the 
support of development projects, 
during the recent visit of President 
Saleh to the headquarters of the WB 
in Washington. During the visit, 
President Saleh met with the 
President of the World Bank and dis
cussed the existing cooperation 
between Yemen and the World Bank, 
as well as means of enhancing this 
cooperation. The aid package 
offered by the WB to Yemen 
includes supporting the projects of 
the Five-Year Plan, with a particular 
focus on roads, dams and vocational 
training. Furthermore, an agreement 
was signed between the Republic of 
Yemen and the WB to earmark USD 
50 million for financing disaster 
relief for the city of Taiz, as well as 
for supporting the local authority 
through local councils.

Cabinet Approves 2002 Budget
The Cabinet has approved in its last 
meeting the draft public budget of 
the government and its corporations 
totaling YR 531,920,016,000. 
Similarly the revenues of the budget 
are estimated to be YR 
482.020,13,500 and the deficit to be 
YR 49,808,000,000, totalling 3% of 
the GDP.

Government Demands 
Additional Funds for 

Budget
he PGC-led government 
failed to anticipate the 
amount of public expendi
ture for the year 2001, as 
it submitted a memo to the

Parliament concerning the opening of 
an additional credit for the public 
budget totaling YR 75,351,393,000, so 
as to finance credits from public rev
enues without specifying the way to 
retain the same level of deficit totaling 
YR 14,039,000 this year. The 
Parliament referred the request to the 
Financial Committee for them to study 
the proposal and to report to the 
Parliament for approval as expected, 
especially since a similar request sub
mitted by the government was 
approved last year demanding YR 18 
billion. Economists say the govern
ment's request has surpassed the 
amount of spending specified in the 
budget totaling YR 501, 882, 449,000, 
which means there was a misjudgment 
of the total amount of spending. 
Furthermore, the request for new cred
it indicates the existence of a deficit, 
most likely being affected by the esti
mation of the amount of public rev
enues. The estimated budget included 
total revenues at YR 487,843,000, an 
increase of 25.4% from the year 2000. 
A Parliament source said that the gov
ernment attached its request with many 
justifications for the measure, but the 
reasons are not persuasive. The reasons 
for the additional funds included to 
account for the wage increase of civil 
servants and military personnel, which 
equalled 15% and 25% respectively, as

well to make up for the delay in imple
menting new pricing reform measures. 
The government’s request failed to 
mention the amount of government 
revenue saved from the lifting of sub
sidies of oil derivatives, as one liter of 
diesel has risen from YR 10 to YR 17. 
The general budget is expected to 
cover the deficit through non-oil 
sources. Currently, oil and mineral 
sales total YR 329.4 million, equalling 
67.5% of the total general budget.
The government's request disclosed 
the existence of irregularities in spend
ing, substantially exceeding the budget 
deficit of the year 2001. Some of the 
irregularities exposed by the report 
included allocating YR 801 billion for 
projects belonging to the Ministry of 
Public Works; the earmarking of rev
enues from plots of land located near 
the Presidency Office in Sana'a 
totalling YR 4.206 billion for some 
projects of the General Authority of 
Rural Electricity and Water; and the 
non-payment of the debts owed to the 
Ministry of Electricity. Economists 
confirmed that during the last months 
of this year, he government has failed 
to develop self-revenues (i.e. non-oil 
revenues), as it had promised in its last 
budget plan. Ultimately, the govern
ment needs to review its estimations 
for the general budget and the volume 
of its revenues. Similarly, it should 
work out a scientific plan to improve 
general economic performance and to 
aid in economic recovery in order to 
improve the standard of living of its 
citizens.

Yemen and the Netherlands Sign 
Memorandum of Understanding

Y
emen and the 
Netherlands signed on 
November 25, 2001, a 
memorandum of under
standing regarding the 

fight against poverty and the fight 
against terrorism. The government of 
the Netherlands decided to substantial
ly increase its regular bilateral devel
opment cooperation to Yemen ( at 
present Netherlands Guilder 82 mil
lion) by approximately 35 percent 
(NLG 28 million). As of January 2002, 
the annual available amount of regular 
bilateral development assistance grants 
will total NLG 110.7 million (50 mil
lion euro). Both parties agreed to uti
lize a substantial part of the additional 
assistance for expanding the scope of 
cooperation into the poorest gover
norates and districts. The majority of 
assistance has been directed to the 
Public Work Project and the Social 
Fund for Development. Moreover, the 
assistance includes US $22 million for

phase II of the Social Fund for 
Development, US $10 million for the 
Public Work Project, in addition to the 
contribution of US $12 million signed 
in September 2001, and US $ 9 million 
for the basic education program to be 
carried out by UNICEF until 2006 in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Education and the Ministry of 
Planning and Development. 
Furthermore, the government of the 
Netherlands will also grant Yemen 
additional subsidies, including US $ 
2.8 million for a US $11.5 million con
tract concerning the delivery of two 
tugboats and a training program for the 
Aden Harbor Authority, and a contri
bution of US $500,000 through the 
United Development Trust Fund for 
Humanitarian Mine Action in the 
Republic of Yemen. The agreement 
was signed by the Ambassador of the 
Netherlands, HE Mr. Bert J. Ronhaar 
and the Minster of Planning & 
Development, HE Mr. Ahmed Sudan.

APTECH COMPUTER EDUCATION, A GLOBAL 
LEADER IN COMPUTER EDUCATION 
OPERATING IN 40 COUNTRIES WITH MORE 
THAN 2400 CENTERS WORLD WIDE. IN YEMEN 
HAVING CENTERS AT SANA’A, ADEN, TAIZ AND 
MUKALLA REQUIRES

A CENTER MANAGER
Candidates should be a graduate with 3-5 years experience in 
Marketing and Management. Preference will be given to MBA 
candidates.

Candidates should have excellent communication skills 
written/verbal in English/Arabic with a strong personality and 
should be able to take care of the entire administration and 
operation of the Center.

Interested candidates may forward their application with the CV 
by fax/email or by post within two weeks.

Email: aptechsanaa@y.net.ye 
Fax: 01 440730
Al-Jabal Infotech, P. O. Box 20031, Sana’a.

mailto:aptechsanaa@y.net.ye
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By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Al-Jazeera Hits the Media Limelight

If It Bugs Them, It Must be Good

P
erhaps there has not been a 
source of irritation to many 
die hard Zionists and their 
blind supporters than the 
Al-Jazeera channel has 

proven to be over, not just the last two 
or three months, but also before that 
dreadful day of September 11, 2001. 
Of course, the broadminded observer 
should be careful and not jump to con
clusions, without reading the fine print 
in what has been written about Al- 
Jazeera, that pioneering Arab media 
channel, that has not only aroused the 
interest of its millions of faithful view
ers throughout the world, but the ene
mies of this nation, in their various 
manifestations, anti - Islamic, anti - 
Arab, anti - Palestinian, anti - Semites 
(in the context of the proper definition 
of the word 'Semite'), etc., or pro - 
Zionist, pro - Israel, pro - Sharon, etc., 
who have all made it a point that to 
keep an eye on the pioneering channel 
that al-Jazeera has proven to be.
What interests us here, is not so much 
the general approval that the favorable 
audience of Al-Jazeera Channel con
veys, but rather the strong diatribe, 
continuously waged against the free 

public medium of the Arabs that Al- 
Jazeera has come to be, in the 
American newspapers and by some of 
the gung-ho supporters of the Zionist 
cause in the Administration and the US 
Congress. It is interesting how this 
diatribe could take on such a systemat
ic course, to the point that one wonders 
if indeed such attacks are indeed a 
good omen that something good has 
finally emerged out of the dark and 
seemingly hopeless nation that we 
have come to be?
I cannot say how many articles, this 
observer came across and how many 
sneers have been seen on the faces of 
US officials, and those of their spoiled 
baby Israel, all of which try to con
vince the world that whatever comes 
out of Al - Jazeera should not be seen, 
believed or heard. Yet, this strong, 
albeit critical, interest is in itself a clear 
indication that Al-Jazeera must be 
doing something right!
There have been many occasions when 
this observer wanted to comment on 
the Arab media channels, especially 
the television satellite stations, but I 
felt that it would not be necessary, 
because the truth of the matter is that 

most of the Arab media channels are 
sterile, void of creativity and culture 
and literally serve as make - up artists 
to the regimes they serve or to their 
owners, and thus have yet to reach the 
standards of real professional public 
information outlets anyway to deserve 
any comments from anyone. If we 
look at the great (of course, this is said 
in jest) output our satellite channels 
came out with for the Ramadhan sea
son, the only conclusion, I can come up 
with that is that the Arab sat channels 
should all be merged into one channel, 
since they are serving the exact same 
purpose, if we can assume that they do 
serve any purpose at all for that matter. 
What we have in terms of output are a 
couple of Kuwaiti soap operas, three or 
four Syrian serials, some of which do 
more to excite the libido than tickle the 
funny bone or convey a historical mes
sage, or four or five Egyptian soaps, 
with pretty much the same characteris
tics, although the libido here gets 
greater attention, as usual, not to men
tion the Saudi repeated attempts at 
comedy that was worn out a long time 
ago before ever needing to reach No. 9. 
The sad thing is that these serials are 

all run on most of the Arabic sat chan
nels and thus you literally have a 24 
hour rendition of the same garbage. In 
fact, would you believe that one serial, 
for example, can be seen in four chan
nels simultaneously? Many of these 
channels are state run channels. There 
are of course the religious inspirational 
talkies, where except for the reruns of 
the late Sheikh Al-Sha'arawi and the 
late Mohammed Al-Ghazalli (God 
bless their souls), where one not only 
gains inspirational insight, but also 
Arabic language proficiency, most of 
these talkies are a waste of our time.. 
God help us, because except for maybe 
Sheikh Al-Kubaisy, we have nothing 
else to look forward to, in terms of reli
gious inspiration, except for the corny 
or bland talks of some of our brand of 
exported religious mentors, who were 
responsible for sending a lot of our 
youth to die needlessly in Afghanistan, 
or some self-proclaimed religious 
scholars, who never really have any 
credentials beyond opportunism and 
exploitation of people's sensitivities, 
while they live lives that are far away 
from the humble lives of say, the 
Prophet Mohammed (Peace of Allah 

be upon him) and the Orthodox 
Caliphs (God bless their souls). What 
is really sad, in all the religious pro
grams, is that most of the religious 
inspirational programs fail to even 
convey that Islam's major theme is to 
combat oppression, especially the 
transgressions of the rulers, and to 
advocate for the alleviation of the suf
fering of the subjects, within Islamic 
societies, rich and poor. God only 
knows how much suffering we have 
under most of the regimes that prevail 
in the Moslem World and how such 
regimes are the classic originators of 
Government - by - terror. Surely we 
are still far away from being anyway 
near the Moslem Ummah that God 
ordained for and the Prophet 
Mohammed (P) struggled so painstak
ingly to implant, and much guidance is 
needed to foster the believers into 
understanding that all Moslems are 
responsible for setting their houses in 
order and their governments in the 
proper direction that will truly reflect 
that we are indeed faithful believers in 
Islam and faithful followers of the 
Prophet Mohammed (p). Otherwise, 
whom are we kidding?
To come back to Al-Jazeera, we must 
point out here that, for the first time, 
the West has come out against the very 
principles they persist in telling us they 
uphold: free speech, freedom of the 
press, etc. The critics of Al-Jazeera 
insist that they should not show what 
they are showing. Why?
Of course, they are not just afraid of 
touching on the sensitivities of 
Moslems everywhere, because to tell 

the truth, Moslem sensitivities have 
been taken out of the public opinion 
scans long ago (thanks to the repres
sive regimes most Moslems live under, 
that do not allow us to demonstrate, 
speak and write (up to certain limits), 
even if it is to criticize our common 
enemies, assuming that they truly share 
our enemies with us, which is really 
somewhat doubtful, because they have 
helped them more than any others to 
get where they got to), but rather they 
are afraid that the real and tragic scenes 
projected by Al-Jazeera might touch 
the sensitivities of some of the 'soft
hearted' people in the West, who will 
express their feelings openly against 
suffering of human beings, because 
their mores dictate so. Yes, they are 
afraid of Al-Jazeera, because Al- 
Jazeera is talking media language 
westerners can comprehend and feel 
professionally inclined to accept. So, 
even if there are three part serials of 
articles against Al-Jazeera, written 
under Arabic names such as the Fouad 
Ajami article in the New York Times: 
What the Moslem World is Watching, 
11/18/2001, we should support Al- 
Jazeera and denounce any attempts to 
try to clamp down the high profession
al acumen of the Al-Jazeera staff. 
What would we do without people like 
Ahmed Mansour or Ghassan Bin 
Jeddou (I hope I am close to the right 
spelling) and all the other fine Al- 
Jazeera anchors and correspondents? 
Carry on Al-Jazeera, we love all that 
they are saying about you, because we 
know that, deep inside, it comes more 
out of respect, if not fear.

War and Hatred are Not The Answer
SCOTT P. DIEHL
Scottaloysius@yahoo.com

A
s our nation and myself 
mourn and pray for the 
victims and their fami
lies from the over
whelming trauma on

the infamous day of terror, September 
11, 2001, I want to firmly and boldly 
condemn our government’s role in 
war, death and violence toward any 
other people around the world. We 
need justice, not war! The best way to 
honor those innocent lives lost to the 
evil and senseless violence of 
September 11th is to work for peace 
through justice. Violence only begets 
more violence!
I am writing today to urge everyone to 
carefully reflect on how we as a nation 
are responding to the horrific attacks 
of September 11th in New York City 
and Washington, DC. During this time 
of pain and anguish, I believe it is most 
important that we pledge ourselves to 
non-violence, love of neighbors world
wide, love of enemy, and love of all 
God’s living creations. We must 
respect all human life, no matter the 
cost to us personally. In doing this, we 
are worshipping and honoring God, 
and all He/She stands for in our moral 
lives. This means we must tirelessly 
work to protect all innocent, as well as 
guilty, lives in far off countries. We 
must vigilantly guard against the vic
timization of Arab-Americans and 
Muslims. In addition, we must fer
vently ensure that the Bill of Rights 
does not become “collateral damage,” 
another victim of the September 11th 
attacks. In the name of security, we 
will fall prey to losing much more of 
our very freedoms that we hold dear to 
our hearts as Americans.
We must protect our civil liberties as 
we work to improve our security. I 
passionately reject the erosion of our 
civil liberties in the name of anti-ter
rorism. We can’t defend freedom by 
destroying it! The sole purpose of ter
rorism is to terrify. If we too surrender 
our freedoms, we have fallen into the 
attacker’s trap. We as a people are 
naive to believe that war, death, and 
continued bloodshed and violence 
towards any human life will ever bring 
about true and lasting peace. War 
never brings peace; it only breeds 
more hatred and evil. The immoral 
madness of war must end, but it must 
begin to end today in your hearts and 
minds first. You hold the key to peace, 
not any government. Our attitudes and 
beliefs must change in order for us to 
include all of God’s living creations 
into our ring of love and friendship. 
Another fear our country must face 
today may not be bioterrorism, it may 
well be our folly of widespread nation-

alism! Throughout recorded history, 
people and nations that believed they 
were the best and the greatest have 
shown the world of their egotistical, 
immoral, and evil plunders, such as 
Germany and Adolph Hitler in the 
twentieth century. What happened on 
September 11th was a crime against 
humanity, not an act of war, as 
President Bush has blindly convinced 
our nation. Due to this unknowing, 
misleading and false belief, shocking
ly, nationalism has risen dramatically 
in our country. United We Stand, to 
kill human life - how very appalling! 
It may be nice or supportive to hug and 
wave your U.S. flags, but the ultimate 
truth reveals that nationalism separates 
and lowers the value and dignity of 
human life of people living in other 
countries, which is highly immoral, for 
all of us throughout the world are 
equally created by our 
Creator/Supreme Being. No person or 
country is better than any other. We 
must think globally, yet act locally. 
Defend your faith, become a peace
maker and a lover, not an evil destroy
er of God’s living creations. It should 
be United We Stand for peace around 
the world. Instead of God bless 
America, try believing and saying God 
bless the world!
It is understood that this is a very com
plex and different reality we face, and 
that it requires new ways of thinking 
and acting. This is why the prehistoric 
cycle of violence must be ended. With 
every fiber of my being, I do not 
believe that military force is the way to 
bring about an end to terrorism or to 
bring about global peace and justice. 
In cooperation with the world commu
nity, the rule of law is urged to bring 
those responsible to justice for this 
crime against humanity. The U.S. 
should proceed on the basis of interna
tional law, following the UN Charter, 
and working through the normal chan
nels of extradition law, to bring the 
perpetrators of the atrocities to justice. 
Furthermore, we must end the deadly 
U.S. bombing of Afghanistan to allow 
aid workers to return and restore the 
delivery and distribution of essential 
aid to innocent Afghan civilians. Food 
drops and immoral bombs are not the 
answer. “Doctors Without Borders,” 
the Nobel Peace Prize-winning relief 
group, condemned the food drop as 
U.S. military propaganda. Airdrops of 
food and medical aid are of little real 
value to the Afghan people, are poten
tially dangerous, and will likely cause 
real problems for truly independent 
non-governmental aid organizations 
who are less likely to be perceived as 
impartial actors in the future. Before 
the air strikes, UN agencies and inde
pendent relief organizations were still 
able to get some food convoys into

Afghanistan. Now, all convoys have 
stopped, and the delivery of aid has 
become nearly impossible.
In addition, although it has gone large
ly unreported by mainstream media, 
Afghanistan is in the grip of a three- 
year drought, which is the worst in 
decades affecting 50% of the popula
tion. Even before the war, much of 
Afghanistan was on the verge of star
vation, which increases this risk. By 
the end of the year, up to 7.5 million 
Afghan civilians will be entirely 
dependent on food aid to survive the 
winter. By impeding the delivery and 
distribution of aid, the U.S. war may 
cause massive civilian deaths, into the 
millions, similar to the immoral sanc
tions against Iraq, which have caused 
millions to die due to our govern
ment’s adverse and ineffective foreign 
policies.
In addition, as morally responsible 
children of Abraham, we should be 
prepared to highly encourage the Bush 
Administration to support the UN-led 
peace process in Afghanistan. In 
essence, the U.S. should provide fund
ing for the reconstruction of 
Afghanistan, a nation that has been 
destroyed and abandoned by the world

community for decades. This neglect 
has created pockets of terrorist net
works, which we are to blame. 
Ultimately, as a nation, we will need to 
change or reassess many of our past, 
and especially current, foreign policies 
in the Middle East. Unfortunately, 
many U.S. foreign policies have creat
ed deep resentment and frustrated 
anger. In order to disarm this hatred 
today, our foreign policies need to 
reflect our values of the precious sanc
tity of all human life; true freedom 
based on fair-market economies, and 
justice. What this all means too is the 
lifting of all economic sanctions 
against Iraq, which has been targeting 
Iraqi civil society and have put the 
blood of millions of innocent children 
and women casualties of Iraq on the 
hands and hearts of Americans since 
the Gulf War. We too are guilty of ter
rorism on innocent human lives, such 
as the School of Americas, just as 
Osama bin Laden around the world. 
Always remember that there are many 
sides to any story. Good, bad, right or 
wrong, there are always several voices 
in the wilderness crying out for true 
peace and justice, if only we listen to 
our ears and hearts, and discern the

ultimate truth which prevails among 
God.
I personally want to go on record as 
wholeheartedly condemning the rash, 
immoral act of taking revenge for the 
deaths of September 11th by military 
retaliation against Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Palestine and/or any other country and 
its innocent civilian population. I 
stand shoulder to shoulder with all the 
people of the world, now and especial
ly the Muslim Arabs of the Middle 
East. I will continue to pray for an end 
to all violence against God’s living 
creations, especially mankind. In 
addition to the financial support of the 
victims in the aftermath of September 
11th, I will do everything in my means, 
in the name of our God to end war and 
restore love of enemy and neighbor. 
Please, join with me on this challeng
ing and struggling journey to uphold 
the loving command of God.
Martin Luther King Jr. once said: 
“The ultimate weakness of violence is 
that it is a descending spiral, begetting 
the very thing it seeks to destroy. 
Instead of diminishing evil, it multi
plies it. Through violence you may 
murder the liar, but you cannot murder 
the lie, nor establish the truth. 
Through violence you may murder the 
hater, but you do not murder hate. In 
fact, violence merely increases hate. 
So it goes. Returning violence for vio

lence only multiplies violence, adding 
deeper darkness to a night already 
devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive 
out darkness, only light can do that. 
Hate cannot drive out hate, only LOVE 
can do that!
So, in summation, starting with our 
children and neighbors, then our nation 
and world, we must be attempting to 
spread harmony and happiness to all 
humanity, and indeed all of the Great 
Creator’s creation, including, but not 
limited to plants, animals, earth, water, 
air, and up to the universe. The Great 
Creator created the human being to be 
His/Her guardian throughout the uni
verse, and sent Her/His many messen
gers and prophets disguised in many 
faiths as His/Her mercy upon the uni
verse, and as a true example of the ful
filled and satisfied life on earth.
I, Scott P. Diehl just want to do God’s 
will, as I believe most of you only 
want the same. There is a powerful 
release in that kind of faith. We should 
live life to its fullest, doing God’s will 
to the best of our abilities whether we 
are 15, 38, 63, or a 102 years old. 
Promise your God to live for others, 
work endlessly for true justice, not 
vengeance, and proclaim loudly the 
way to peace is through non-violence 
and love. War (violence) and hatred are 
not the answer. Only love can heal the 
wounds!
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TALIBAN
Hassan Al-Zaidi
Yemen Times

U
ndoubtedly, Pakistan 
had substantially sup
ported the Taliban in its 
war to capture most of 
the territories of 

Afghanistan, most properly after it had 
been disappointed with the government 
of President Burhan Aldinn Rabani, 
who is not in line with the Pakistani 
government. Actually, the existence of 
President Rabani constituted an obsta
cle to the ambitions of the Pakistani 
government to have a hand in the oil
rich region of middle Asia. In fact, the 
Taliban regime and its adherents have 
been long accused of harboring terror
ism represented by Osama bin Laden 
and his al-Qaeda network. Similarly, it 
is widely known that the religious 
schools played host for the Taliban and

its adherents, but the question is what 
kind of the schools are that of Taliban? 
Fahmi Huaydi, an Islamic intellectual, 
said in one of his books that the Indian 
sub-continent, which includes India, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh, has thou
sands of religious schools which have 
been built by different Sunni and Shiite 
groups. One of the Sunni schools 
known to be extremely conservative is 
the al-Dyunidyah school in north Delhi

in India. Many people believe that this 
school has greatly enriched the Islamic 
religion and culture in India. Moreover, 
many Islamic clerics who have strong

ly shaped the Islamic culture in India 
have graduated from this school. 
Interestingly, ten thousand schools 
similar to the Dyunidyah school have 
been built all over the Indian sub-con
tinent. People unanimously agree that 
the ideology of the Taliban's adherents 
has been derived from these schools, 
which are very common in Pakistan as 
well as Afghanistan. Mostly, the 
Taliban affiliates have graduated from 
schools such as Dar al-Uloom, the 
Islamic University in Nory Town, al- 
Farwqyah University, Manba'a al- 
Uloom, al-Ashrafyah University, etc. 
Moreover, the graduates of these 
schools in Pakistan share the same 
beliefs adopted by the Taliban, espe
cially with regard to attaching impor
tance to secondary issues and the 
boundless loyalty for the chief Islamic 
clerics.
Earlier on September 27, 1996, the 
Taliban forces captured Kabul and a 
vast area in northern Afghanistan. Until 
recently, the Taliban used to control 
95% of Afghanistan and could main
tain a relative peace in the regions 
under its power. The Taliban regime 
started fighting corruption and 
imposed on all people to follow strict 
Islamic teachings. Consequently, 
smoking hashish and gambling were 
also banned; however, no significant 
service projects were implemented. 
But, ultimately the irresponsible poli
cies of the Taliban have brought disas
ter to Afghanistan and the Afghan peo
ple in all aspects of life.

Among other things giving discredit to 
the Taliban regime is monopolizing 
power and ruling out all intellectuals 
and factions from its government. The 
Taliban movement has paid great atten
tion to trivial things and has neglected 
its responsibilities towards its people. 
Certainly, the current reprisal attacks 
carried out by the different factions in 
Afghanistan against the Taliban are 
principally to settle old scores between 
these factions and the Taliban regime, 
and not as some people may regard as 
for pleasing America.
Following the September 11 attacks on 
the WTC and the Pentagon, the United 
States has been in a full swing to create 
a global coalition for fighting terror
ism, represented by Osama bin Laden, 
the US’s enemy number one. For this, 
the US government requested that the 
Taliban regime hand over Osama bin 
Laden, but the Taliban government 
refused to do so. Apparently, the 
United States has realized that eradi
cating the Taliban regime and arresting
bin Laden would be a diffi
cult task without the help of 
Pakistan. Thus, it has tried 
hard to convince Pakistan to 
join its coalition in a move 
to isolate the Taliban regime 
from its only supporter and 
to make Pakistan a base for 
its military operations. 
Similarly, the US has 
strongly supported the 
Northern Alliance forces in 
its war against the Taliban. 
Therefore, it has forced the 
Taliban forces out of Kabul, 
Kanduz and many other 
Taliban-controlled strong
holds. Now, the question is 
what does the US govern
ment want from 
Afghanistan? Perhaps, 
Osama bin Laden and his 
al-Qaeda network are the 
key objectives of the US-led

war against Afghanistan. However, this 
war has not yet achieved its targets. 
Sending US special forces to track

down Osama bin Laden and Mula 
Mohammed Ommar in the mountains 
of Afghanistan is just evidence that the 
US administration is aware of the fact 
that destroying the Taliban is not the 
end of the war. Absolutely, the moun
tainous regions of Afghanistan and its 
caves can play a safe refuge for bin 
Laden. The Taliban regime has under
stood the new situation; thus, it has 
started handing over the previously 
Taliban-held areas to the local sheiks 
there. The Taliban is absolutely planing 
to carry out guerrilla warfare against 
the US forces and the Northern 
Alliance forces. However, it is certain 
that such a war will incur heavy losses 
on the Taliban, the US forces and the 
Northern Alliance forces. Furthermore, 
the so-called Arab-Afghans will find 
no alternative but to fight to the death. 
Thus, there should be an appropriate 
mechanism for protecting them, partic
ularly as these men are victims of 
brainwashing by the Taliban regime 
and al-Qaeda leaders.
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Food During Ramadhan
Saleh Abdulbaqi
Yemen Times

R
amadhan always has a 
spiritual impact on all 
Arab and Muslim soci
eties. Yemen is one of 
these societies which has 

traditional religious, cultural and social 
aspects of Ramadhan. Some of these 
aspects, especially the religious, may 
greatly match those in other Muslim 
countries, but it still contains its own 
flavor, especially in other aspects.
A few minutes before iftar, people rush 
from here to there. Markets are very 
crowded at this particular time and 
become more crowded as the time of 
iftar approaches. Among the goods

purchased at this time are sweets, 
dates, breads and loaves. Women car
rying loaves on their heads while wear

ing their tradi
tional dresses 
form a very 
beautiful pic
ture.
By this time, 
housewives 
should have 
completed 
preparing the 
iftar and dinner. 
These include 
saltah, maloj, 
shafot, dates,

coffee, rice, chick
en, etc.
Some families, 
especially those in 
the southern parts 
of the Republic, 
break their fast by 
having some dates, 
coffee and shafot. 
Then they pray the 
al-maghreb prayer and return for din
ner.
Meanwhile, a segment of people go to 
restaurants. Traditional restaurants are 
always crowded and noisy, and many 
like it just this way. "We always try, 
especially in Ramadhan, to satisfy all 
tastes," said Mohammed al-Sheibani, 
owner of a restaurant. He added: "We 
serve soup, aseed, dates and coffee for 
those who want to catch the al- 
maghreb prayers. Others prefer to have 
iftar and dinner at the same time."
In mosques, iftar meals are often 
organized by charitable societies. In 
the countryside, worshippers bring 
their iftar with them. They make a big 
group and combine what they have 
brought to make a big meal, and then 
they all eat and drink together.
It is something overwhelming to see 
great numbers of people, rich and poor 
and old and young, getting together to 
eat and drink. All hearts are united, 
and it is the mosque that is still able to 
unite people.

Mohammed 
Al-Shaibani

Saleh Faqih, What About His Works?

s
aleh Faqih, a poet, is one 
who was able to immortal
ize himself by his poetics. 
He was bom in 1903 in Ibb 
and was brought up and

educated in the same city. Owing to the 
difficult situation under the reign of the 
Imamite, he, like many others, had to 
leave for the south of country. He set
tled in al-Hawtah of Lahj where he 
worked as a mason and continued his 
education. His determination to educate 
himself soon became fruitful, as he 
became one of the outstanding literary 
figures in Yemen.
He composes poems both in standard

Arabic and in Yemeni dialect. His con
tribution to the development of the 
Lahji song is undeniable. Many popular 
singers such as Fadhl Mohammed al- 
Lahji sang his songs. Among the great 
contemporary singers who have sang 
many of his poems is Faisal Alawai. 
One of the great poems he sang is 
Dharibat Arraml (the Fortune Teller), 
which reflects the southern people's sit
uation under the yoke of colonization. 
In fact, his popularity was not less than 
that of al-Qumindan, the founder of the 
Lahji song. On his part, al-Qumindan 
held him in very high esteem.
One of the stories that is still remem

bered by people and which shows how 
much al-Qumindan loved Saleh Faqih, 
is when al-Qumindan sought Saleh's 
help to complete a part of a verse-line. 
Faqih also sang for the revolution in the 
south. The best example is Qal Abu 
Zaid (Abu Zaid Says), which was sang 
by Mohammed Morshed Naji.
Faqih had different governmental 
posts, the last of which was as 
Governor of DarSad. After that, in 
1967, he left for Taiz where he lived 
until he died. The question that is still 
haunting us is what will happen to his 
works. We hope that more attention 
will be paid to publishing his works.

Different Aspects of Life During 
Ramadhan in Hodeidah

Abduh Darweesh 
Hodeidah

O
n my own part, 
Ramadhan in Hodeidah 
has a special effect and a 
distinguished flavor in 
comparison with other 

Yemeni cities, except Hadhramout. It 
has been said that when Ramadhan 
approaches this city, people dedicate 
themselves to worship, fasting and 
praising God all the Holy month long. 
Despite the difficult conditions in the 
city, the people still possess different 
social and desirable customs, except 
some slight changes in modern life.

Spiritual feelings that proceed the 
Holy month
Regarding this topic, we met up with a 
citizen of the city, Abdulrahman 
Ahmed Al-Hassani, who provided us 
with information. He began by saying 
that before the approach of the Holy 
month, specifically two months before 
Ramadhan, mosques are repaired, 
rehabilitated and furnished; its 
minarets are also brightly decorated. 
Sine the approach of this month, loud
speakers are heard following the night 
prayer welcoming the Holy Month by 
petitioning and supplicating God for 
forgiveness. One of the remaining cus
toms and rituals which still exists is 
that the people gather and have an open 
supper meal for the poor, particularly 
the last Friday of Shaban. Then, special 
rituals are performed, such as that of 
chanting and praising God's name for 
the approach of the Holy month until 
the late hours of the same day. When 
these days come, the people have pre
pared themselves religiously and spiri
tually.

The Holy month's preparations
With the approach of the Holy month, 
shopping centers and stores are opened 
in order to prepare for the people who 
need to buy necessary items for dinner 
and al-sahoor (the last light meal 
before daybreak during Ramadhan).

People buy foodstuffs such as dates 
and grinding flour. There is also meat, 
which is the main ingredient for iftar 
meal, a meal which is eaten during or 
after the dusk prayer. The main foods 
eaten after iftar are fruit, nourishment 
and some sweets. The iftar meal is 
often composed of a few dates, soup, 
samosa, coffee and water. For dinner 
they have 'shafoot,' porridge, hulbah 
and soup. People usually have rwani 
for iftar, which is a cake made of flour 
and eggs which is covered with honey. 
The shopping centers are open to pro
vide the people with their goods and to 
show new products and needs for this 
month.
When the first days of this month 
approach, the people get accustomed to 
its days. They go to work in the morn
ing according to the working hours. 
Then, the people go shopping to buy 
food or homemade meals for iftar and 
super. Some people go to beaches to 

enjoy themselves, and 
some stay at home or go to 
mosque to recite the Holy 
Qur’an. During iftar peo
ple sometimes eat dates or 
drink drinks such as 
lemon. The dusk prayer is 
performed at mosques, 
together with the night 
prayer and al-taraweeh 
prayers. After that, the peo
ple go back home to have 
their supper. In this month 
meals are exchanged and 
distributed to the poor. In 
the evenings, some people 
go to work, some go to 
entertainment gatherings, 
some of them continue to 
solve puzzles, while others 
recite the Holy Qur’an 
until late hours. Then the 
people continue to wait for 
sahoor, and all of them go 
for the morning prayer and 
then to their beds. As the 
people welcome and 
receive the Holy month, 
they bid farewell to it.

Cultural 
News

First Mwashahat Festival
The Ministry of Culture organized 
the activities of the Yemeni 
"mwashahat," which were held last 
Tuesday at the Cultural Center's Hall 
in Sana'a. The activities, which last
ed from November 27-29, aim at 
boosting Yemeni "mwashahat."

Al-Maqaleh Honorary Chairman 
of Yemeni Writers Union

The General Secretariat of the 
Yemeni Writers Union has recently 
chosen Dr. Abdulaziz al-Maqqaleh 
as its honorary Chairman. This came 
in recognition of his literary contri
butions.
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I. What to Say

Appreciation of Merit
Mustafa: Hi Omar. Congratulations for your article 

published in Yemen Times.
Omar: Thanks. Did you browse through it?
Mustafa: I read it very carefully and in great detail. What 

a brilliant analysis of the current global 
situation. Without any fear of exaggeration I 
must admit you've given a very original 
approach to the whole issue. Was it your first 
attempt at publishing something?

Omar: Yes it was. It's my maiden venture. Did you 
really appreciate it?

Mustafa: You know I don't mince words. I don't mind 
criticizing a view point if I'm in disagreement 
with it, even though it is written by a friend. In 
the same way, I have no hesitation in 
appreciating something if it has merit. 
Considering the fact that it was your first 
attempt, it’s really wonderful. Now don't look 
back. Keep writing.

Omar: You're so unlike many of us in this respect. 
You're a welcome exception, I must say.

Mustafa: Sorry, I can't quite understand what you're 
driving at.

Omar: I mean, there are many people who don't have 
any kind words for someone who achieves 
something, big or small. When you find people 
so indifferent, you feel discouraged and, 
perhaps hurt.

Mustafa: Be clear and straightforward, I say.
Omar: Well, you can imagine how excited I would 

have felt when I saw my name in print for the 
first time ever. I quickly bought a copy of the 
paper and rushed to someone who was my 
senior, now working in a firm, and for whom I 
have a high sense of regard. But I was so 
disappointed to see his expressionless face. He 
took the paper from me, gave the article a cold 
look and put it aside. Didn't even say 'congrats', 
let alone encourage me. I felt deeply hurt.

Mustafa: I see. It's so insensitive of him to have thus 
cold-shouldered you. Never mind. There are 
some people like your friend who are cynical 
and sick of self-love. They’re rather reticent to 
admire something good and beautiful. They 
seem to suffer from an inferiority complex.

Omar: But there's no competition here to make one 
feel so bad.

Mustafa: That's true. But such people have a petty mind, 
a narrow, self-centered outlook. They seem to 
feel a sense of shame or guilt at their own 
incompetence. So it is not difficult to 
understand why they have the tongue in their 
cheek when they find someone excel.

Omar: How silly such people are. I wish they had a 
broader mind.

Mustafa: One with a broad mind tries to discover the 
good in everyone and in all things. He is very 
generous to laud others' merit, but very miserly 
in his self-praise. Conversely, one with a 
narrow mind has eyes to wonder but lacks 
tongues to praise.

Omar: How wonderful this world won’t be to have 
people of the former kind. Let's, you and I, at 
least, cultivate a breadth of vision and outlook.

Mustafa: Inshallah.

II. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences
1. The company will not accept to buy new machines.
2. Computers give us an easier access to information.
3. His car was involved in a big accident.
4. According to me, we should spend more money on 

education.
5. We also have to take into account that the schools are 

overcrowded.

Answers to last week's questions
1. He has been deaf and dumb since birth.
2. Since drinking alcohol in public places was abolished, 

the crime rate has decreased.
Abandon: give up a plan, activity, or attempt
Abolish: remove a law, tradition or system

3. Automobile vehicles are destroying our ability to walk.
4. There were over a hundred students in the class.
5. Since my childhood I have always dreamt of going 

abroad.

III. How to express it in one word
1. Uneasiness of conscience.
2. An outline or surface curved inwards like the inside of 

a circle.
3. Bring or come together at one point.
4. Circles having a common center.
5. Musical entertainment given in a public hall by players 

or singers.

Answers to last week's questions
1. Made up of different parts or materials: Composite
2. Mixture of rotten organic matter for use in horticulture: 

Compost
3. Enclosed area with buildings: Compound
4. Settlement of a dispute by which each side gives up 

something asked for: Compromise
5. Something that must be done: Compulsory

IV. Fill in the blanks choosing the most 
appropriate choice below.
1. The girl fell down on the floor and lay there — till 

she was given first aid.
a) senseless b) careless c) merciless

2. He asked whether he — with a pen.
a) shall write b) can write
c) should write d) will write

3. We have been waiting here —.
a) from two days b) for two days
c) during two days d) since two days

4. There is not — water in the glass.
a) some b) any

5. Ramzi is — honest person.
a) a b) an

Answers to last week's questions.
1. He promised that he would deliver the goods.
2. You have done very well, haven't you?
3. This is the first time I will ever use a computer.
4. If you need a coat, you will have to buy one.
5. You ought not to have wasted your time.

V. Words of Wisdom
"I never did anything worth doing by accident, nor did 
any of my inventions come by accident, they came by

work" —Thomas Alva Edison

International Students Day at Indian Embassy, Sana’a

T
he Embassy of India, 
Sana’a celebrated 
“International Students 
Day” on November 28, 
2001. On this occasion, a 

reception was held at the residence of 
H. E. Mr. M.S. Suman, Ambassador of 
India in Yemen. A large number of 
Yemeni students who had previously 
studied in India under the scholarship 
of the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations (ICCR), or who had studied 
as self-financed students, attended the 
reception. The reception was also 
attended by a number of senior offi
cials of the government of the Republic 
of Yemen, academics, etc.
The ICCR is a premier organization of 
the government of India, which is

doing pioneering work in fostering cul
tural exchanges between India and 
other countries. This includes the pro
vision of scholarships to foreign stu
dents, particularly from Third World 
countries, to study in India. November 
11 is of great significance, as it hap
pens to be the birth anniversary of 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, a great 
freedom fighter of India and a great 
educator. As India's first Education 
Minister after independence, he estab
lished the ICCR, of which he was the 
first president. Besides granting schol
arships to students from other coun
tries for study in India, ICCR plays a 
leading role in promotion of interna
tional understanding and goodwill 
through other programs such as the

exchange of performing arts groups, 
exhibitions, scholars, academics, opin
ion makers, artists and writers, presen
tations of books, etc.
The government of India presently 
grants 30 ICCR scholarships to Yemeni 
students each year under the Cultural 
Exchange Programme and the General 
Cultural Scholarship Scheme, which 
are well-utilized. Besides, many more 
Yemeni students join various Indian 
universities and colleges as self
financed students. Efforts are being 
made to increase the number of schol
arships offered to Yemen and further 
talks may be held during the next ses
sion of the Indo-Yemen Joint 
Committee Meeting to be held in New 
Delhi.

Book Review:
The Renegade (A Novel in English)
By: Ramesh Chandra Dash
Publisher: Snehamayi Dash 
Plot No. 1383/2641 
Bhimatangi Housing Colony 
Bhub aneswar - 751002 (India) 
PP. 381, Price YR500

R
amesh Chandra Dash's 
The Renegade is an illu
minating study of the 
contemporary social 
ethos in Orissa, a gover

norate in eastern India. It provides a 
brilliant backdrop for analyzing the 
evolution of the subtleties of the char
acter of Gopalkrishna, the protagonist 
of the novel. The novelist has given a 
brilliant exposition of the myth and 
reality of a sensitive soul that develops 
its psychological and moralistic 
nuances as a byproduct of the prevalent 
social ethics. As such, the novel may 
be viewed as a pilgrim's progress 
through the rough and tumble of life 
comprising different stages of child
hood, youth and post-marital adult
hood. The novelist skillfully delineates 
the character of the protagonist as he 
matures through a series of conflicting 
experiences. Each experience is narrat
ed with such insightful exactitude that 
the twists and turns of the character are 
vividly realized by the reader.
The novelist presents the protagonist 
between the horns of a moral dilemma. 
He throws before him two choices - of 
good and evil - and shows how the 
character is involuntarily drawn 
towards accepting the evil under com
pelling circumstances.
Like in a stream of consciousness 
novel, the protagonist critically evalu
ates each shade of his experience that 
he is exposed to from a perspective that 
is deeply personal. As he emerges 
through the experience, he becomes 
wiser and more mature and eventually 
his personality unfolds itself. It is the

vivid description of 
the minutest 
labyrinths of experi
ences of the protago
nist that lends the 
novel its uniqueness. 
Apart from the cen
tral character, each 
of his secondary 
characters, scenes and events are skill
fully developed to form a unity of pat
tern that augments the process of evo
lution of the central character. As a 
matter of fact, the description of vari
ous aspect of the rural life is embel
lished with an inimitable skill and dex
terity that is at once arresting and 
deeply absorbing. Descriptions of vil
lage scenes also present a panoramic 
view of a typical Indian village.
The protagonist Gopalkrishna is a 
product of a middle-class family. 
Brought up in a rural ambiance, he has 
naturally inherited the family values. 
His education, although in trying cir
cumstances, impels him to inculcate 
the elitist values. As he qualifies for the 
coveted Civil Service, those acquired 
values of aristocracy are in direct con
trast with his middle-class matrix of 
values. As such, the two mutually 
exclusive value systems clash within 
him. After a bout of moral and ethical 
turmoil, Gopalkrishna falls prey to the 
lure of the luster. The bastion of ethics, 
morality and idealism so scrupulously 
nurtured through his upbringing crum
ble down. In the clash between nature 
and nurture, the latter sadly gets an 
upper hand. As Gopalkrishna skids in 
the slippery path of luxury and opu
lence, he shows how vulnerable the so- 
called idealistic credo is in front of 
glamour and sensual pleasures. His 
moral edifice, of course, presents a 
resistance, but it is so feeble and frag
ile that he is finally won over, signaling 
a triumph of opulence over idealism - a

sad commentary on the ascending 
materialist values and descending spir
itual virtues in the modern world 
which, as a poet said is 'too much with 
us' and where 'getting and spending we 
lay waste our powers.'
The language of the novel has a lyrical 
fervor. Often Dash, especially while 
describing the enticing beauty of 
nature, borders on poetic appeal. One 
could indeed visualize the landscape 
and the typically Wordsworthian pan
theistic view of the manifest natural 
splendor, from the numerous descrip
tive passages in the novel.
The book, although a trifle longer than 
the length of an average specimen of 
the genre, is extremely readable and 
passionately absorbing. One only 
wishes more and more from Dash who 
has established himself as one of the 
prolific Indo-Anglian writers of the 
present time.

Reviewed by Dr. Ramakanta Sahu 
Copies available with Dr. Sahu
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The Inimitable Prof. Thakur
Your wisdom nourishes us night and day, 
And sweeps the ignorance of our minds away. 
We’re deeply grateful for your being with us, 
For little more than two glorious decades. 
The true shaper of our unseen future, 
Giving to our hearts the pearls of nurture. 
Words 're mute, eyes wet at your benevolence, 
At a heart filled with the milk of human kindness 
A heart that is exceedingly generous and kind, 
Eager to embrace your children all around. 
With no traces of malice for any errant, 
You clasp to your bosom the truly repentant 
If inner feelings could be shown and seen, 
We would show the world a peerless scene. 
What the heart throbs do really mean, 
Your inspiring deeds too great for imitation. 
We can't repay your love's burden, 
The sterling droplets of your boundless compassion. 
Our hearts echo your perennial love.
Pearls of your heart's treasure trove. 
If one could ever sneak a casual glance 
At the inner recesses of our grateful hearts, 
There one'll find inscribed in emerald letter 
The name of the living legend Professor Thakur. 
One who showed the way to faultless brilliance 
By himself being a model par excellence.
The more we gaze, the more does our wonder grow 
We can't say how much to you we owe 
Your selfless sacrifice and the eternal ideal 
Has on all of us cast a magic spell.
Our gratitude flows and will do so ever after 
For the hallowed name of father Thakur.

Tawfeek Hameed 
Level 4, Faculty of Arts, Sana'a University 

(On behalf of Level 4 students)

TIMES QUIZ - 9
Questions
1. Kilowatt is a unit of

a) energy b) potential difference
c) power d) capacitance

2. The soil near the surface is usually darker than that 
about one meter down. This is because the top soil 
a) is not so old 
b) is drier than the subsoil
c) is rich in calcium and magnesium
d) contains more organic matter

3. During the rainy season, ground becomes slippery 
because of
a) green algae b) mud c) mosses d) water

4. Of the following instruments, which one would be 
used for navigating a ship?
a) Sonometer b) Telescope
c) Sextant d) Barometer

5. What does a camel's hump contain?
a) water b) fat c) protein d) animal hair

Answers to Times Quiz No. 8
1. Astronauts keep floating in air inside a space shuttle 

because there is no gravitational pull.
2. Kanada gave the concept of atom for the first time.
3. The source of kerosene is crude petroleum.
4. It is difficult to see through fog because light is 

scattered by the droplets in fog.
5. Besides owl cockroach can turn its head 180 degrees.

Learning Styles and Strategies (1)

What Kind of a Learner are You?
Debi Prasad Sahu, PGT 
DAV Public School, 
Chandrasekharpur, 
Bhubaneswar, Orissa (India)

I
t is natural and proper for stu
dents to make the most of their 
studies. In order to maximize 
their potential as students, they 
should discover the most effec

tive way to go about studying for this 
purpose. They should ask themselves 
some of the following questions:
How long should I study?
How often should I study?
How can I retain the information I 
gather and retrieve it when I need it? 
What memory aids or mnemonic 
devices should I be using?
Answers to these and other such ques
tions determine your learning strate
gies.
As each individual student is different 
from the other, similarly each student 
has his/her distinctive way of identify
ing sources of information, deciding 
about the relative relevance of the 
information, as well as retrieving and 
using the information. Everyone learns 
in different ways and at different paces. 
Everyone has action plans to get the 
most from the time spent on studies. A 
variety of different skills and tech
niques constitute what is called 
Learning Strategies.
Studying is a skill. With a view to 
building up your efficiency at this skill,

you have to be aware of your strengths 
and shortcomings as a student. Then 
you need to practice some effective 
strategies to get the best results. But 
before you proceed to plan successful 
learning strategies, it is useful to know 
the kind of learner you are.
All learners can be broadly classified 
into three categories, namely:
(1) Auditory learners
(2) Visual learners, and
(3) Kinesthetic learners.

(1) Auditory learners, as the name 
implies, learn by listening. They have a 
relatively powerful memory and have 
learned the skills and techniques of 
organizing the information and making 
a mental note of the key concepts. If 
you are an auditory learner, you should 
find friends to study with so that you 
can discuss the lesson, ask each other 
questions relating to the text and enrich 
each others’ level of information. 
Discussion also helps to clarify the 
points you yourself are not very clear 
about. However, if you have to study 
alone, it is useful to imagine that a 
friend is sitting before you and to 
explain the key concepts or main ideas 
aloud to this imaginary friend. Those 
of you who have a tape recorder can 
record your points on tape and listen to 
it later. Auditory learners learn a lot 
from listening to instructors and other 
knowledgeable people around, as well 
as from classroom discussions.

(2) Visual learners, on the other 
hand, rely on the visual mode for gath
ering information. Obviously, they 
learn by reading, and make notes for 
storing information to be retrieved 
later, when need for it arises. If you 
belong to this class of learners you 
should select a quiet place where you 
can concentrate on your study material. 
You should also make pencil notes on 
the margin of the book or make sepa
rate notes for future use.

(3) Kinesthetic learners are more 
practical-minded and practice-orient
ed. They are used to figuring things out 
by trial and error. They tend to be inde
pendent and autonomous learners. 
Such learners have a creative frame of 
mind. They love to think about practi
cal ways for the application of what 
they read about.

It is important to remember, however, 
that these categories are not mutually 
exclusive, watertight compartments. 
They are rather relative in their focus 
or emphasis. Nevertheless, as learners 
you should be able to identify how you 
learn best - that is, what kind of learn
er you are to get the most out of your 
studies.
In my next discussion, I shall try and 
shed some light on how to prepare a 
study routine or schedule.
Good luck to you.
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Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

Al-Ayyam daily, 
28 Nov. 2001

In his article titled " A cold war", 
columnist Ali Salem Al-Yazeedi 
says in the light of the realities felt 
by any discerning observer, it could 
be confirmed that there is a real 
confrontation and strong differ
ences between the Yemeni 
Congregation for Reform party 
(Isiah) and the ruling party.
Some of these differences are piv
oted around expanding traditional 
interests in preparation for the 
coming stage and its changeables, 
while others are based on religious 
and ideological and political convic
tions.
The one time tense and relaxed on 
the other time between the two 
close rivals has become very famil
iar. But if such engagements or 
cold war between the ruling party 
and Isiah remain confined to the 
authority, they would not be very 
detrimental. The harmful aspect is 
that such engagements take more 
than one aspect and become tan
gible part of our life.

RAY weekly, organ 
of Sons of Yemen 
League party, 27

Nov. 2001

The newspaper's editorial says 
president Ali Abdulla Saleh to the 
United States at this particular 
time, is an extension for his 
approach of reading present reali
ties and comprehending their 
effects locally. The president pro
ceeds from his understanding of 
the inevitability of change, let alone 
his desire to lead it for the country's 
interest.
President Saleh is the man most 
capable of leading the process of 
change due to the distinguished 
abilities he possesses. He also 
possesses a deep understanding 
of the necessity of change and 
requirements of the present. All we 
hop that his will for change over
comes all attempts by forces of 
backwardness while there is still an 
opportunity for the homeland to 
reap its fruits.

Annas weekly, 
28 Nov. 2001

In an article by Dr Husni al- 
Jawsha'aie he raises some ques
tions about is going to happen next 
and what would be America's next 
steps, especially after the unex
pected speedy collapse of he 
Taliban in Afghanistan.
The writer says that since assump
tion of power four years ago the 
Taliban leaders began to behave 
like amateurs rather than states
men and politicians. The began 
antagonizing the people of 
Afghanistan before the outside 
world. They used to beat people for 
smoking and for not growing 
beards. They prevented women 
from work and forced non-Moslem 
minorities to put on yellow clothes. 
They had antagonized the west 
with their bombastic statements 
and suggestions of possessing a 
great force of destructive weapons. 
For more than once they refused to 
negotiate with their enemies in the 
northern alliance and talks hosted 
by Saudi Arabia resulted in failure 
as did the talks hosted by Pakistan. 
Regarding he speedy fall of the 
Taliban government, the writer 
ascribes it to the fact that the move
ment has not established a popular 
base for it. The movement had lost 
its popularity since the first day of 
entering Kabul and controlled 
administration of everything there. 
Instead of trying to get closer to the 
people it began treating them in a 
bad way that generated peoples' 
hatred toward the movement.

Now the new rulers are represent
ing a group that is inconsistent ide
ologically and intellectually. As 
soon as they would assume power 
it is expected that differences bat
tles would begin to surface among 
them.

As-Sahwa weekly 
29 Nov. 2001

Editor of the newspaper has written 
an article devoted to president Ali 
Abdulla Saleh's visit to 
Washington. He says the visit and 
the memorandums of understand
ing and cooperation agreements 
that would result from it are consid
ered the first practical and 
strongest answer that silences and 
aborts the attempts aimed at push
ing Yemen into a target angle of 
combating terror operations. The 
visit comes at a critical time gov
erned by the U.S. criterion i.e. " 
with us or with terror". All realize 
that president Saleh is the very 
keen on that the development bat
tle in our country would not be 
dragged to be hostage to certain 
options that could impinge on the 
national sovereignty.
As all Yemeni political forces have 
confirmed their rejection of terror 
which means imposition of options 
and convictions by force and terror
izing the peaceful whether in 
America or in any other place, we 
have to realize that there are chal
lenges against which only the Arab 
system stands in an imbalanced 
battle. Some Arab leaders have uti
lized the world events to describe 
their opponents as "stray dogs" 
while others said with confidence 
that there is no terrorism in dictato
rial regimes. It should be compre
hended that those leaders have no 
relationship with development and 
independence which have no foun
dation without broad freedoms, 
actual pluralism and legitimate dif
ference in views.
It is important to point out the 
necessity of Arab coordination on 
part of regimes, bilaterally and col
lectively so that to give preponder
ance to Arab independence.

An-Nahar fortnight
ly, 28 Nov. 2001

In his article Mr Shihab Al-Ahdal 
says day by day the opposition and 
the Yemeni Congregation for 
Reform party introduce to us a new 
political acrobat in dealing with 
political events and stands.
Actually, the belief in opposition 
under such a situation has become 
a kind of bluffing. How one would 
respect an opposition that every 
day discharges its cadres who 
have struggled for long years just 
at a mood of anger only to be an 
easy victim of the authority? We 
are quite aware that the Supreme 
Elections Committee was formed 
with a majority in favor of the ruling 
party but this majority would not 
have been achieved had the oppo
sition taken a stand truly proving 
what it had loudly stated.
The opposition has not raised to 
the level of its responsibility when it 
had secretly approved the amend
ments and overtly criticize those 
amendments just as an act of face
saving. It is an opposition investing 
innocent generations at the 
expense of principles.

Al-Wahda weekly 
28 Nov. 2001

Mr Khalid Salman writes in an arti
cle that what is eye-catching is that 
in the American policy that its fac
ing the variables of the area, 
specifically when there are violent 
confrontations, the American action 
comes enveloped with promises of 
resolving the Middle East problem.

They are promises that up till now 
have not brought forth any just 
political balanced settlement to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict in general and 
the Palestinian-Israeli one in partic
ular.
We have witnessed this during and 
before the second Gulf war where 
the military action against Iraq was 
accompanied with a political 
address offering promises and 
making the act of destroying Iraq 
an associated condition for the set
tlement in the Middle East. Though 
the American scheme has suc
ceeded in undermining the Iraqi 
regime and destroying its military 
power and weakening its economic 
capabilities and produced a 
humanitarian tragedy there accom
panied with an Arab silence, but 
neither of those promises came to 
surface.
It is an American policy that has 
promised then outflanked its 
pledges to consequently keep the 
region in a state of no war, no 
peace, though it has weakened the 
Arab camp by taking out the Iraqi 
military power from the confronta
tion arena and tipped the balance 
in favor of Israel.
The present American administra
tion under George W. Bush is doing 
the same and implementing the 
same scenario. While amidst its 
global war against terror, the 
American administration is working 
hard to burn the Palestinian card in 
the hands of its adversaries in al- 
Qaeda organization and stripping it 
of the force of the national and reli
gious address and at the same 
time presenting assuring state
ments to the Palestinian street 
regarding the Palestinian cause. It 
displays an American resolution on 
taking unprecedented steps contra
dicting what is known of the 
American policy towards the 
Middle East and towards Israel.

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 
organ of the 
Nasserite People's 
Unionist organiza
tion,

27 Nov. 2001

Columnist Ali Al- Saqqf says that 
we certainly have different views 
with those called the Afghan Arabs, 
but that absolutely does not mean 
that we ignore them in their present 
ordeal in Afghanistan.
Those young men who left for 
Afghanistan pushed by their belief 
in a case they see as deserving to 
leave their families and homelands, 
were not aware that a day will 
come when they would be killed at 
the hands of their comrades in 
arms and brothers in the jihad. 
They have not thought of the day 
when all forces of oppression and 
killing and evil join forces, consider
ing them (the young men) the sole 
evil that must be eliminated so that 
humanity entertains safety and 
peace.
The killing and oppression happen
ing to those young men should pro
voke our nationalistic and humani
tarian feelings. To leave alone fac
ing their desperate destiny is a 
crime to be added to the crimes of 
the Arab regimes. Those young 
men are principally victims of the 
regimes of suppression drowned in 
the mire of corruption.
The writer adds by wondering if the 
regimes would act to bear their 
responsibility to rescue what 
remained of them or would they 
bless the operation of annihilating 
them and their families at the 
hands of the Northern alliance who 
are characterized by premonition of 
eagerness for revenge and rancor.

Al-Balagh weekly 
27 Nov. 2001

The chief editor of the newspaper

has written a comment on presi
dent Ali Abdulla Saleh's meeting 
and talks with the U.S. president 
George Bush in Washington. He 
says the meeting acquires a great 
importance as the world is witness
ing a declared American war on ter
ror and as some are trying to attach 
the charge of terror and harboring 
terrorists to Yemen. Therefore we 
find the Yemeni public and the polit
ical parties stand abreast behind 
the president in his talks with the 
American administration. They pro
ceed from their knowledge that the 
American administration would try 
as much as possible to get the 
biggest amount of gains from the 
meeting.
The American side may attempt to 
use promises of offering assistance 
to support development in our 
country, especially in the remote 
areas, along with pressures. The 
importance of the meeting springs 
from the fact that its impact would 
be reflected on Yemen's political, 
development and social future 
because any of the agreements to 
be concluded and the promises to 
be given would inevitably be 
reflected on the internal situation in 
our country.
The writer adds that the president's 
visit to Germany and France gives 
some assurance because his talks 
there offers the president a scope 

of more than one option.

26 September week
ly, organ of Yemeni 
Armed Forces
29 Nov. 2001

The political editor has devoted his 
article to observing he 30th of 
November as a historic day in the 
history of the Yemeni people's 
struggle and their national move
ment for independence.
The political editor elaborates in his 
article that 30 November of 1967 is 
a victory day for the Yemen revolu
tion and a landmark of Yemen's 
unity of struggle against the 
Imamite regime and colonialism. It 
has been embodied in the rally of 
all sons of Yemen behind the revo
lution of September 26 and their 
defense of it.
The 30 November is the day when 
our people had with their strife and 
their blood put an end to 129 years 
of foreign occupation. Now the 34th 
anniversary of independence 
comes while the homeland is going 
ahead, under leadership of the 
country's unity architect, with 
steady steps towards a future char
acterized by more development 
and prosperity. Celebrating this 
occasion is a renewable confirma
tion of our joy in the day of freedom 
and independence.

Al-Umma weekly, 
29 Nov. 2001.

An article published by the news
paper on the attitude towards the 
Afghan Arabs says while Taliban 
movement is about to relinquish its 
control over the city of Kandahar, 
the last of its strongholds the main 
question remains to be where the 
American war machine would be 
heading as part of the campaign 
aimed at subjugating and black
mailing the Arab and Islamic world. 
One of the preliminary outcomes of 
the American-western war in 
Afghanistan is the savagery and 
violence in dealing with those 
termed as Afghan Arabs. Despite 
the media blackout facts are 
unfolding about the massacres per
petrated by the northern alliance 
forces and the American and 
British troops against Taliban sol
diers and their allies from Arabs, 
Pakistanis, Chechens and others. 
Undoubtedly these crimes would 
deepen the mutual enmity between 
the Afghani, Pakistani, Chechan 
and Arab tribes. This enmity would 
be reflected negatively on the 
future of relations of any regime rul
ing in Kabul with its neighbors.

Dear Editor,
When I read your newspaper, I feel 
there is still hope to continue the path 
of the founder Dr. Abdulaziz Al- 
Saqqaf for the establishment the free
dom of the press. I would like to 
inform you that there are many forgot
ten areas that nobody has written about 
so far, particularly about Yemenis' suf
ferings in the lack of schools, hospi
tals, electricity, water supply, roads, 
qualified judicial staff and honest 
police forces. One of these areas that 
deserve the attention of the media is 
the Baha area in the Lahej gover
norate. Please try to make just one visit 
to that area to draw the attention of 
government.

E. Noman 
enriconoman@yahoo.com

Dear Editor,
Having not read Yemen Times for 
some time, it was good to read the 
publication again. However, it was 
also unsettling to read the two first let
ters that greeted me on the Editorial 
Page, one from writer Diego Andreios 
U, and the other from Bill Danielson. 
While both writers had valid points, 
both also had elements of hatred that 
has grown since September 11. These 
points of hatred are far more danger
ous than any valid opinion or inaccu
racies they authored. Calmer heads 
must prevail, if we are to overcome the 
violence that has been spawned from 
the Middle East to areas in both the 
U.S. and Afghanistan.
As an American, having visited Yemen 
and other areas of the world several 
years ago in extensive stays for busi
ness purposes, I was awakened. The 
living conditions experienced by many 
people in the world are far less attrac
tive than most people in the U.S., 
largely due to the poorer state of eco
nomic well-being that exists in other 
countries. Our poor in the U.S. have 
far better standards of living than 
many of the "middle class" in some 
other countries. The poor in various 
areas of the world, would be envious 
of the assistance that is commonplace 
to the poor people in the U.S. It was a 
humbling and uncomfortable educa
tional process.
Student-Diego is correct in his asser
tion that we view others as propagan
dists if they do not share our view. But 
any group voices its view from its van
tage point; journalists are not necessar
ily immune to that condition. And 
many journalists are fed information 
from their own governments, and 
sometimes can become—unwitting
ly—the pawn of government.
This is also true of religious groups 
who voice their own opinions to their 
adherents. Whether Christian, Muslim 
or Jewish, individual clerics vary radi

cally in their own viewpoints, some
times in dangerous and incorrect ways. 
I believe we have seen all three major 
religions voice irresponsible state
ments in recent months, and all have 
been picked up as propaganda by the 
media. For the media should not nec
essarily edit opinions, as you correctly 
stated in your response to Bill 
Danielson.
The U.S. does permit a tremendous 
amount of negative comment about 
itself, particularly in the media. 
Student-Diego's vehement letter seems 
to voice the opinion that to criticize the 
U.S. is not permitted or is hugely crit
icized itself. As he says, "So what?" If 
you can criticize the U.S., the U.S. 
retains the right to criticize the critic. 
But if he believes that there is not 
opposition to the U.S. within the U.S., 
or negative comment to the U.S. with
in the Country, he must not be paying 
attention. It is the foundation of our 
freedom.
As for 60 Minutes and the level of 
Pakistani attitudes, I personally spoke 
with three very close Pakistani friends 
who have just returned from their 
homeland. One said he saw no evi
dence of any meaningful demonstra
tions, and a lot of the attitudes were 
confused, more than having extreme 
opinions one way or another. A second 
fellow said that people were concerned 
but seemed split on whose side to take. 
The third said people had no idea what 
was going on. It would appear that 
propaganda is fed by those with whom 
the reporter speaks.
Mr. Danielson, I agree, needs to re
visit history. He asserts that terrorist 
have attacked Israel for 120 years. 
Since Israel has only existed for about 
50 years...I don't understand.
And as for his statements on democra
cy, there is not one, but two democra
cies in the Middle East, as I recall. 
Yemen, being the other notable demo
cratic government. This, it seems, is 
not something of which he is aware.
It is sad that it seems that the U.S. 
favors Israel. There are times when 
that is, in fact, true. On the other hand, 
there are times when Palestinian resist
ance became more passive. There 
have been times when accords 
between Palestine and Israel have been 
formed, only to have Israel seem to 
defy those accords in short order. U.S. 
opinion and support of Israel have 
wavered, and it seemed as though 
tremendous breakthroughs have been 
made for support to go much further 
toward Palestine. But just as quickly, 
terrorism on the part of Hamas or 
some other group has served to reverse 
that support by some horrendous act of 
violence. And acts of violence push 
the U.S. farther to the Israeli side. The 
Arabs are, in such cases, their own

enemies.
Recently, it seemed as though the Bush 
administration was making such 
moves to support Arafat. Israel was 
complaining about such moves, even 
before September 11. The U.S. sup
port for Israel is not clad in iron. But 
bombing teenagers in pizza shops 
makes it very difficult to treat any sup
porting group with anything but dis
dain.
Finally, Student-Diego states that there 
were demonstrations in Italy against 
the U.S. bombing in Afghanistan. 
Why were there no demonstrations 
against the killing of 4,000+ people in 
New York and Washington? You 
could make a case that the Pentagon 
was a legitimate military target, but the 
people on the airline were not. This 
was an act of cowardice, and nothing 
more.
And what of those 600 or so Muslims 
who died in the World Trade Center? 
Is this in keeping with Islam? What 
about the child care center in the 
World Trade Center? Were those chil
dren agents of the U.S. government? 
Civilian deaths are unavoidable in war. 
There have been civilian deaths in 
Afghanistan; however, these have 
been few and regrettable. If the U.S. 
were as unconcerned as some propa
gandists say it is about civilian deaths, 
the bombing would have been far 
more intensive than it has been.
There are any number of reasons to 
support the Arab cause, and I believe 
in a Palestinian State, among other 
issues. But I also believe that bin 
Laden's acts of barbarism represent 
cowardice and acts against God - any 
God. Recent developments offer the 
opportunity to really investigate the 
needs of all parties. But U.S. arro
gance, Israeli stubbornness and Arab 
emotionalism must first be set aside. 
Student-Diego and Bill Danielson 
offer evidence of the attitudes that pre
vent substantial progress from being 
made.

D. B.
balto_db@yahoo.com

Dear Editor,
I am an American tourist who loves to 
travel. I would love to visit Yemen and 
learn about its culture and people.
With the war on terrorism going on, 
we, as Americans, need to hear what 
and whom you support to feel safe in 
your country. We need to know that 
you are against terrorism. Who in their 
right mind would want to visit a coun
try who supports terrorism? I believe 
that your country needs to speak out 
against terrorism and prove your sin
cerity to make travelers feel safe.

Van Ruf 
Vanruf@cs.com
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Air Pollution

Ismael Al-Ghabery
Yemen Times

P
ollution is caused by 
fumes from factory chim- 
neys and means of trans
portation and has great 
impact on the environ

ment. This problem has become one of 
the major crises in relation to industri
al progress all over the world, includ
ing in Third World countries.
It has become one of the most crucial 
and challenging issues of the 21st cen
tury. Therefore, we should be con
cerned with this issue and try our best 
to protect the environment.
One of the major reasons why people 
do not care about pollution is that they 
think of it as something unrelated to 
their life, probably because of their 
ignorance and lack of environmental 
education.
Let us clarify that air is composed of 
different gaseous envelopes in each 
stratum surrounding our planet. 
Consequently, we hear about several 
issues: ozone and its pollutant compo
nents, the high increase of carbon 
dioxide and other problems. All of 
these constitute a major problem to our 
environment. We can say that air pol
lution is caused by a defect in the 
gaseous formation surrounding the 
earth. This defect or malfunction either 
increases or decreases some compo
nents of gaseous strata which can 
make other environmental factors 
which affect our lives disappear.

Air pollution division in the 
Republic of Yemen
The air pollution in our country can be 
summed up as follows:
Biological pollution is one of the most

serious problems in our country, as 
swamps and ponds can be found in 
many streets of most Yemeni cities, 
especially after the rainy season. Water 
accumulates and washes over garbage 
scattered in the streets, sewage and 
dust worsen the situation. The result is 
disastrous. Such stagnant swamps 
have become a main source for envi
ronmental pollution, disgusting smells, 
and the unavoidable presence of mos
quitoes above the streets. Some houses 
and shops have been slightly damaged 
by leaking water.
Most of the inhabitants of Sana’a are 
complaining about such damages, 
which are the result of the accumula
tion of rain in their neighborhoods as 
well as lack of garbage collectors 
across the city.
In Yemen, the situation is deteriorating 
at an alarming rate. The sources of 
environmental pollution in Yemen are 
many, but include most of all carbon 
dioxide and other emissions from 
vehicles, factories and quarries. 
Another source comes from the uti
lization of pesticides, fertilizers and 
other chemicals produced for agricul
tural use. Oil lubricant waste also 
results in deeply damaging our envi
ronment.
Some of the consequences of air pollu
tion include lung cancer, serious brain 
troubles and skin diseases.
The high increase of carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere because of the high 
availability of unleaded oil will result 
in people's asphyxiation. Diseases 
caused by pollution are numerous; 
there is not enough space to mention 
them in this article. In our country, it 
is necessary to look at ways to reduce 
pollution in order to change our coun
try and create a healthier environment.

Continued from page 16

Singing to the Tune of Emotions
Osama says music is a sea by itself. 
Despite his long study of music and 
mwashahat he feels that he still has a 
long way to go.
Before coming to Sana'a, Osama had 
the idea that a Yemeni audience would 
be busying themselves playing domi
nos, chess, cards and smoking shisha. 
"I never expected such a reaction from 
my audience here. They sing with me 
and dance and keep requesting songs 
of great signers like Sabah Fakhri and 
Fairouz," said Osama.
Among the audience a group of little 
children were sitting with their father, 
not hesitating to enjoy the whole 
atmosphere. I was really impressed by 
seeing how much children can enjoy
such places and how 
considerate the father 
is to bring his children 
to this place.
Osama commenced 
singing in the Layali 
Tent at the beginning 
of Ramadhan. After 
Eid al-Fitr he will be 
moving to the Aden 
Sheraton Gold Mohur 
Hotel, where he is to 
work for three more 
months.
The idea of Ramadhan 
tents has spread in 
Sana'a in the last five 
years. Today many 
hotels and restaurants 
offer special tents dur
ing the holy month of 
Ramadhan, creating a 
real spirit of the orient. 
However, few have 
been able to keep their 
good reputation and 
good quality services.

Hisham al-Qubati

Appeal to the President
Abdullah Makbool Al-Ahdal has appealed to the 
president of the republic to bring justice that due to 
the attacks that performed by some armed air 
forces. Makbool has appealed to all organizations, 
which take care of the human rights in the world by 
saying that some armed air forces have been cap
turing and storming into his house. It is worth men
tioning that the YT has published Al-Ahdal issue 
and it was positively responded by the Minister of 
the Human Rights, Dr. Waheeba Farae. Up to this 
moment, Al-Ahdal has been continuously attacked 
along with his family by the armed air forces. In a 
statement to YT, Al-Ahdal has appealed to the 
President because he has lost every thing.

The Situation of Mothers’ Hygiene and 
Population Growth in Yemen

Yaser M. Ahmad
Yemen Times

S
tatistics on population situ- 
ations in Yemen have indi
cated that the annual popu
lation growth in Yemen is 

F one of the highest rates in 
the world. It has reached 3.7 percent, 
which clearly indicates an increase of 
around 2 million people within two 
years. The mortality rate has reached 
75 per case in 1997, while in adjacent 
countries, it is less than 25 and in the 
advanced countries, it reaches only 10 
deaths per case. The study indicates 
that 70 percent of married women are 
in a total conversant with means of 
modern birth planning. Statistics show 
that around 66 percent of pregnant 
women do not get adequate hygienic 
care. These services can be found in 
urban areas, while in the rural areas 
people are entirely deprived from 
essential services. The direct causes of 
mothers’ and children’s mortalities in 
Yemen can be attributed to hemor
rhage during pregnancy or after deliv
ery, blood pressure, repetitive miscar
riage, anemia and malaria. In relation 
to indirect causes, they are summed as 
follows: early marriage, early matura
tion of girls, malnutrition, inflammato
ry reproductive diseases and unavail
ability of health services.
Healthy reproduction includes a wide 
range of components. The first is 
secure maternity which involves child
birth care and encouraging mothers to 
breastfeed their children. The second 
is family planning. We should note the 
difference between family planning 
and birth control. Family planning is to 
plan a healthy delivery for children, 
ensuring their proper growth. Birth 
control is to put a limit to the number 
of children one has.
The third component is the prevention 
and treatment of reproductive system 
inflammation, which may be caused 
by the sexual contact. Healthy repro
duction also includes sterility and 
abortion prevention. In the case of 
Yemeni women, it is rare to find a 
woman who has not yet aborted. 
Abortion may at times cause death. 
Healthy reproduction also includes the 
media health awareness promotion, 
especially in sexual health.
The mother is not recommended to 
give birth to many babies, but rather 
her reproduction should not be in a 
way that is detrimental to her health. 
This should also not affect the raising 
of her children. Speaking about and 
raising the awareness of people to the 
importance of sexual health is not 
shameful. For the more cultured socie
ty is in this aspect, the more it can 
avoid illegal affairs and decrease the 
number of cases of disease.
All people must know the components 
of the reproductive system, how to 
deal with it and how to protect one's 
self from sexual diseases in case they 
are present. The more awareness and

knowledge in this context, the fewer 
negative effects one may be prone to. 
The objectives of healthy reproduction 
are as follows:
Studies of reproductive hygiene in 
Yemen have indicated that there are 
major factors which encourage the use 
of family planning among literate 
women, of which 47.2 use family 
planning methods,while only 15.8 of 
illiterate women use such methods. 
The high ratio of literate women using 
family planning is a clear indication of 
the importance of hygienic awareness. 
It is obvious that family planning in 
cities is widely embarked upon, 
whereas in villages there is nothing 
called family planning due to the 
absence of hygienic awareness. Age

plays a pivotal role in family planning. 
21.1 percent of women over 30 use 
family planning, while 16.1 percent of 
women under 30 use these methods. 
This may indicate that the housework 
and other burdens are factors in 
women’s tendency to participate in 
family planning.
Studies have indicated that birth con
trol over a short period of time reduces 
the mortality rate among children. 
Studies have confirmed that continu
ous delivery has inevitable conse
quences such as dwarfing among chil
dren, mental deformities, etc.

The importance of breastfeeding
"The mothers shall breastfeed their 
babies for 2 years, that is for those

who desire to complete the term of 
suckling, but the father of the child 
shall bear the cost of the mother's food 
and clothing on a reasonable basis." 
The importance of natural suckling is 
of great importance for both mother 
and baby. Mothers’ milk is the only 
protective way for the child. Natural 
suckling reduces health problems. 
Breastfeeding also prevents the spread 
of many diseases such as carcinoma 
and breast congestion and strengthens 
the bond between mother and child.
In conclusion, this talk of numbers is 
limitless and may take more time to 
discuss, but the real issue is tackling 
the problems related to women’s 
hygiene and the problems of the high 
increase in population growth.

Photo by P. et M. Marechaux

Students Elections:
Hit- or-Miss Partisanship

Galal Al-Sharabi
Yemen Times

s
tudents' elections have con
cluded. The results were 
announced and the winner is 
the free democratic students 
current. This election includ

ed different political parties, including 
opposition parties such as, Islah, 
Nasserite, Socialist, and Al-Haq Party. 
Its political altercations with the opposi
tion parties and the ruling party, the 
General People's Conference (GPC), is 
endless. The GPC considers the elec
tions to be illegal.
The Students’ Unions in Yemeni univer
sities are considered to be partially par
alyzed, particularly when the two ruling 
parties, the GPC and Islah party, have 
witnessed a joint sharing.
The Media Representative at the 
Preparatory Committee, Ali Al-Jaradi,

said to YT that the elections exist in 
order to discourage the students' move
ment at the university. He further added 
that the GPC has no intention at all to 
return to the practice of syndicating 
work, particularly at Yemeni universi
ties. The GPC has not been able to exer
cise counterfeiting in the students' elec
tion or possessing the voting boxes as it 
has formerly done.
In addition, the mutual approach 
between the Islah Party and the 
Opposition Coordination Council has 
the effect of creating political pressure 
against the ruling party when both of 
the two ruling parties coordinated 
against the opposition parties during 
1997 elections.
The elections, which have been con
ducted at Yemeni universities and col
leges have had their ups and downs in 
some cities of the Republic. In 
Hodiedah, for example, several students

were injured and others arrested, while 
similar incidents simultaneously 
occurred in Hajah and Dhamar. In 
Aden, on the other hand, there was in 
total incapacitation when both the secu
rity and the college dean were in favor 
of the ruling party. A few days ago, 
meetings were held at the students' high 
bodies in the ruling party in order to dis
cuss students' elections, particularly the 
elections which took place in 1997 in 
which the Islah got the majority at all 
the different universities of the 
Republic.
In spite of the Ministry of Social 
Affairs' refrainment from providing 
financial support to the Unified Union 
during the previous phase, Islah has 
continued to provide the continuous 
support to its union after the GPC 
refrained from providing such an elec
tion and diverged to the so-called 
Yemen Student's Union.

Therefore, the Opposition 
Coordination Council has remained 
perplexed as usual, not knowing 
whether to support or to boycott the 
elections, and at last, the opposition par
ticipated in the election together with 
the Islah party. Up to this moment, the 
final results of the election have not yet 
been announced, but the indications 
pointed out that there will be three 
against three election seats. The coming 
phase will witness the total readiness of 
the GPC, but the difficulties stand as a 
barrier and the matter is not easy. 
Universities refuse to hold such activi
ties on their campuses, and the security 
bodies and the social affairs bet on loss 
of the elections. It is clear that the ruling 
party is doing its best to regain the rep
utation it had before. While there have 
been several delays in the election, it 
has had its ups and downs with regard 
to the two ruling parties.



Singing to the Tune of Emotions

M
edical reports confirm 
that fetuses enjoy 
nice music. They 
make gestures 
expressing delight at 

such enchanting and capturing 

sounds. Listening to music, I do the 
same, except that my gestures that 
are more developed and can turn 
into clapping and dancing.
I have always been enchanted by 
great singers such as Sabah 

Fakhri, Wadee Assafi, Fairouz, 
Mohammed Abdul Wahab, etc. But 
I have never expected to experi
ence a full evening with a live per
formance of most of their popular 
songs in such a professional way 
here in Yemen. But dreams some
times come 
true!
Osama 
Soliman, a 
Syrian singer 
performing at 
the Layali Tent 
of the Sheraton 
Hotel, was 
really singing 
to the tune of 
everybody's 
emotions. A 
good number

of Lebanese, Egyptian, Gulf, 
Moroccan, etc., songs were nicely 
delivered to satisfy the multination
al audience in the tent.
Soon he will also be singing some 
of the most popular Yemeni songs. 
"I have been to Jamal Street and 
purchased a number of cassettes 
of famous Yemeni singers. I have 
already chosen some songs that I 
am presently training myself to per
form in the next coming days. 
Some of these songs are Ya Hazalli 
by Ahmad Fathi and Ya Bent 
Ghassani and some songs of Abu 
Bakr Salem. The music and diction 
are smooth and sweet. It will be a 
great pleasure to perform this kind 
of art," he said. "I will keep singing 
these songs everywhere I go," he 
added.
Osama studied music and 
mwashahat in Aleppo for eight 
years. Since then, he has been 
singing for almost 14 years. He has 
sung in Syria and Lebanon in five- 
star hotels, as well as in many fes
tivals in both neighboring countries. 
Interestingly, singers who study 
and master the performance of 
mwashahat can easily make their 
vocal cards suit whatever tune is 
sung.

Continued on page 15
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AFGHAN FACTIONS
ENTER KEY DAY TO FINALIZE DEAL

BONN_ Afghan factions in the United 
Nations-guided talks here entered a cru
cial day Saturday to finalize a deal on 
power sharing for proposed temporary 
authorities in Afghanistan's post-Taliban 
age. Through heated negotiations, the 
United Front, known as the Northern 
Alliance, promised to produce a list for 
the interim bodies, paving the way for an 
acceptable agreement to all the four par
ties in the talks, which had been stalled as 
the alliance failed to give the list of can
didates late on Friday, diplomats said in 
early morning.
Under U.N.'s agenda, the Bonn talks 
focus on three aspects:
framework of transitional authorities, 
security measures and " other matters." 
U.N. spokesman Ahmad Fawzi said 
Friday the Afghan groups were focusing 
"mostly on the structure, the composition, 
and the formation of the interim authori
ties, both the Interim Supreme Council 
and the Interim Administration." "Finding 
the right people to sit on the council and 
run the country in an interim administra
tion has not been an easy task. Finding 
the right person to be a head of state or to 
head the Supreme Council, again, is a 
question of finding agreement between 
the parties," he said.
The spokesman for U.N. special envoy 

for Afghanistan Lakhdar Brahimi said the 
two bodies need to be created in order to 
go through an interim period into a transi
tional period which will eventually lead 
to a much broader-based multi-ethnic 
government. "The question of security, 
while being recognized as being of para

mount importance, has still not been dis
cussed in any great details," Fawzi said, 
adding that "the devil is in the details." 
However, he told reporters the timetable 
for the talks was still three to five days 
and the final day must be Saturday. "But 
if we need an extra day, we'll get an extra 
day," he said. The United Front, which 
now controls most of Afghanistan, has 

agreed in principle to share power with 
three rival factions, including the royalists 
who want former king Zahir Shah to 
return as a unifying head of state. With 
billions of dollars in foreign aid at stake, 
delegates in the Bonn talks, which started 
on Tuesday, have to agree on candidates 

for the interim cabinet and parliamentary 
council.
On Friday, the United States suggests it 
would not consider international peace
keeping force in Afghanistan until politi
cal arrangements are reached. 
Meanwhile, a rift appeared inside the 
United Front, whose figurehead leader in 
Kabul, Burhanuddin Rabbani, made state

ments at odds with the emerging deal his 
delegation has been seeking in the talks.
S.A. Haqbin, an alternate United Front 
delegate, said shortly before midnight on 
Friday that Rabbani had finally agreed to 
forward a list of candidates for the inter
im government, allowing talks to move 
forward on Saturday.
"Anything is possible at this moment," 
Fawzi said after midnight, "Meetings are 
going on between the parties and the 
U.N," he said.
Some diplomats believe it's very hard to 
solve everything in five days since 
Afghanistan has been at war for 23 years. 
They are ready to rebook their departure 
tickets and wash their laundry in anticipa
tion of longer talks.
The talks brings together the United Front 
with the Rome group of the Pashtun for
mer king, the Pakistan-based Peshawar 
group of mainly Pashtun exiles, and the 
Iran-backed Cyprus group. The United 
Front is a coalition of mostly ethnic 
Tajiks, Uzbeks and Hazaras who now 
control most of Afghanistan. The 
Taliban, which is not represented at the 
Bonn talks, drew most support from the 
largest ethnic group, the Pashtun, which 
comprises some 40 percent of population.

Xinhua

German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer (R2), U.N. Special Envoy on Afghanistan Lakhdar Brahimi (R1), attend the 
opening ceremony of the Bonn conference on Afghan future held in Petersberg November 27, 2001. Xinhua

Arab League Calls for Protecting 
Arabs in U.S.

CAIRO_ Arab League (AL) chief Amr 
Moussa here on Thursday called on the 
U.S. administration to take "real meas
ures" to protect the Arabs living in the 
U.S., Egypt's state-run MENA news 
agency reported.
Moussa said that he made the appeal in 
a letter sent to U.S. Secretary of State 
Colin Powell, complaining that the U.S. 
has taken some discriminatory practices 
on Arab students in the U.S. after the 
September 11 terror attacks on the U.S.. 
"The recent measures adopted toward 
Arab students in the U.S. do not con
form with pledges by Washington 
regarding protecting the Arab commu
nity in the U.S.," said Moussa, without 
specifying the U. S. practices on the 
Arabs or Muslims in the country.

Moussa said that he had contacted U.N. 
High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Mary Robinson on the aftermath of the 
September 11 event and its negative 
impacts on the Arabs and Muslims in 
the world.
One in five Arab Americans has 
claimed to have suffered discrimination 
or harassment since the terror attacks, 
for which the U.S. has blamed these on 
Islamic militants with Arabic names, 
according to a recent poll.
The 22-member pan-Arab forum has 
offered a fax number and an email 
address for the Arabs living abroad to 
complain about racial abuses they have 
suffered since the September 11 attacks.

Xinhua 

Explosion Occurred in Central Jerusalem
JERUSALEM_ A blast hit a crowded 
pedestrian mall in central Jerusalem 
on Saturday, causing a large number 
of casualties, Israeli police and medics 
said. "There are many casualties. It 
happened several minutes ago, There 
are ambulances at the site and on the 
way. It's not good,” a spokesman for 
the Israeli Magen David Adom ambu
lance service told Israel Radio.

A witness described the blast as a "a 

huge explosion". 
Xinhua

Lebanese Parties Agree on Resistance 
against Israel, But Differ in Means

BEIRUT_ Lebanese guerrilla group Hezbollah 
and the National Bloc Party agreed Friday on 
resistance against Israeli occupation, but differ 
in means, the official NNA news agency report
ed.
"We agree with Hezbollah on the objective but 
we differ in the means," Secretary General of 
the rightist National Bloc Party Antoine Klimos 
said after a meeting with the leadership of 
Hezbollah (Party of God).
The National Bloc Party calls for the liberation 
of the disputed Shebaa Farms through diplomat
ic channels, while Hezbollah insists on military 
resistance to force Israeli withdrawal from the 
area. "We share the same political invariable, 
mainly the historical stance against Israel and 
international Zionism, which was the reason 
behind our unrelenting support to the resist

ance," Klimos said.
Meanwhile, he reiterated his party's diplomatic 
means in solving the conflict with Israel.
NNA quoted a Hezbollah official as stressing 
that the Party of God will not give up its armed 
resistance against Israel. Hezbollah spearhead
ed resistance against Israeli occupation of 
southern Lebanon before its withdrawal in May 
2000 following a 22-year occupation. But 
Hezbollah vows to continue resistance as long 
as Israel occupies the Shebaa Farms, which 
Beirut and Damascus say belong to Lebanon.
Israel, however, says it captured the Shebaa 
Farms from Syria in the 1967 Mideast War and 
the issue would be resolved in its peace talks 
with Syria

Xinhua

CIS Leaders Calls for Political 
Settlement of Afghan Issue

MOSCOW_ Presidents from the 12-member 
Commonwealth Independent State (CIS) voiced 
here Friday their collective support for a politi
cal settlement in Afghanistan, while stressing 
the Taliban should be excluded from the coun
try's future government.
The CIS leaders, who gathered here for the 
organization's 10th anniversary celebration, 
called in a joint statement to establish a broad
based multiethnic government in Afghanistan, 
insisting that the Taliban had lost the right to 
join the power structure.
Afghanistan's future should be exclusively 
decided by the Afghan people themselves, they 
noted, hoping to see a new Afghanistan that 
lives in peace and harmony with its neighbors 
and the whole international community.
Those leaders also pledged to step up humani
tarian aid to Afghanistan and to work out an 
international program of postwar restoration of 
the country.
They reiterated the intention to ensure security 
of the territories of the CIS countries and to pro- 

Presidents from the 12-member Commonwealth Independent State 
(CIS) and the Secretary of CIS committee pose for photographers prior 
to their ten-year anniversary CIS summit in Moscow Friday, November 
30, 2001 Xinhua Photo by Wang Changshan.

mote the creation of a global anti-terrorism sys
tem under the U.N. auspices.
Russian President Vladimir Putin said at a sub
sequent press conference that the anti-terrorism 
issue would remain as focus of the attention of 
the CIS members until it was fully solved.
Noting that the CIS countries had encountered 
the terrorism problem earlier than Western 
nations, Putin appreciated the ideas of creating 
the CIS anti-terrorist center and the rapid reac
tion force.
Xinhua

Israeli Withdrawal Essential to Mideast Peace:
U.N. Assembly 

UNITED NATIONS
United Nations_ As the U.N. 
General Assembly continued its 
open debate on the Middle East 
issue for a second day, speakers 
said that the Israeli withdrawal 
from occupied territories is essen
tial to a peaceful and lasting solu
tion for the Middle East crisis, a 
U.N. press release said Friday.
A representative from Kuwait told 
the Assembly that Israeli's occu
pation of Palestine and the Syrian 
Golan Heights was the prime 
source of tension in the Middle 
East.
The representative from Saudi 
Arabia said that a Middle East set
tlement required a solution to the 
Palestinian problem, with imple
mentation of relevant Security 
Council resolutions.
The representative of the United 
Arab Emirates said the recent 
uprising and other violent protests 
were natural reactions of the 
Palestinians to daily suffering 
from terrorism, extremism and

collective punishment.
Deputy Permanent Representative 
of China to the U.N. Shen 
Guofang said China had taken 
note of the positive efforts the par
ties concerned had made towards 
the de-escalation of the conflict 
between Palestinians and Israelis, 
and the resumption of peace talks 
between the two sides since 
September last year.
"Regrettably," Shen said, "the vio
lence between Palestinians and 
Israelis had not yet stopped, and 
the Middle East situation had fur
ther deteriorated."
He strongly appealed to the two 
sides to earnestly implement their 
existing agreements, respond 
actively to mediation efforts and 
to return to the negotiation table at 
an early date.
He said China had all along sup
ported the just cause of the 
Palestinian people in restoring 
their legitimate national rights.
Xinhua
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Dotcoms are dead, 
long live the dotcoms

Sandy Starr

D
otcoms, once the toast of busi
ness circles and the companies 
most commonly associated with 
the internet, have been wiped off 
the map of public discussion. 

First everybody was talking them up, then every
body was talking them down, and now people 
have simply stopped talking about them.
This is a pity. The early hype about dotcoms may 
have been misplaced, but last year’s backlash 
against dotcoms was equally over-the-top, and 
the gloom that surrounds dotcoms today is 
unwarranted. The internet remains as exciting a 
vehicle for collaboration, business, entertain
ment and education as it ever was, a forum for 
ideas with an enormous global reach, a medium 
where various types of content can be cus
tomised to countless individual needs and 
desires.
But the problem, then and now, is that people 
expect the internet to do our work for us, instead 
of seeing it as a tool that we can use to better 
achieve our broader ambitions. As soon as dot
coms became associated with quick and easy 
investments in the late 1990s, even the largest 
and most old-fashioned of companies boosted 
their reputation by developing an internet strate
gy. All of this was motivated by a widespread 
belief that the internet would automatically 
change the world, rather than by a proper assess
ment of the internet’s potential.
Because of this kind of thinking, the internet 
tends to take both the credit and the blame for 
things that are really the responsibility of the 
people using it. The more attention is paid to the 
internet as a force for change in its own right, the 
less attention is paid to what we can and should 
be using it for. If electricity generation or the 
telegraph had been dismissed as readily in the 
decades following their invention as the internet 
is dismissed today, we wouldn’t be able to take 
them for granted in the way we do now.
It isn’t just businesses who take shallow advan
tage of internet hype - politicians are just as 
guilty. At the height of the dotcom boom in 2000, 
UK prime minister Tony Blair announced the

government’s commitment to having all govern
ment services available online by 2005, a prom
ise he may live to regret. Not that the idea does
n’t make perfect sense - after all, we’re used to 
being able to access a majority of government 
services over the telephone, so why shouldn't it 
be the same with the internet?
But Blair’s stated aim of making the UK ‘the 
world’s leading internet economy’ no longer 
looks as inspiring as it did before technology 
stocks crashed. And according to research by 
Forrester published earlier this year, the govern
ment has so far failed to set up genuinely inno
vative online services. Like the corporates who 
built up their new technology arms only to pull 
them down again, government thinking on the 
internet has been motivated more by short-term 
gains than by long-term strategy.
The terrorist attacks on the USA of 11 September 
provided a fascinating snapshot of the way we 
perceive the internet. The internet was praised, 
for providing a haven where people could share 
their thoughts and feelings, and for redressing 
the failure of telephone networks on the day of 
the attack. But at the same time (and often in the 
same breath), the internet was blamed for the 
spread of misinformation and hoaxes, and for 
enabling the terrorists to plan their attack in the 
first place. The terrorists probably used the tele
phone as well, but nobody was too concerned 
about that.
After 11 September, people seemed intent on 
defining the internet per se as a boon or a burden 
to society at a time of crisis, rather than seeing in 
it a reflection of our everyday hopes and fears. It 
is striking that such an extraordinary and tragic 
event brought the internet into focus more effec
tively than any previous attempt to pin it down in 
a business plan, or to characterise it as the hub of 
the ‘new economy’.
To hear the internet spoken of so widely without 
reference to the prospects of dotcom businesses 
was in one sense refreshing, but in another sense 
sad. People have started talking about the dot
com boom as though the events of last year are 
already ancient history, something we can look 
back on fondly rather than something we can 
build upon today.

Two books have recently been published, both of 
which have the same title: dot.bomb. One, by J 
David Kuo, tells of the rise and fall of the dot
com retailer Value America. And the other, by 
the BBC’s internet and business correspondent 
Rory Cellan-Jones, tells of ‘the rise and fall of 
dotcom Britain’. These books are amusing and 
well-written, but you can’t help feeling that they 
sound a death knell for the dotcom.
It’s far too early for that. Although countless 
weird and wonderful dotcoms have come and 
gone, we have yet to scratch the surface of the 
internet’s potential for business. We don’t even 
have proper standards in place to measure the 
impact and development of the medium.
The infrastructure of the internet was built slow
ly by the American state, using public funding, 
over the course of nearly half a century. The 
original purpose of this technology was to be an

intelligence tool during the Cold War. The inven
tion of the world wide web by computer scientist 
Tim Berners-Lee in the early 1990s was a mas
terstroke of innovation, but for all the talk of a 
‘web revolution’, when you look at the grand 
scheme of things the technological donkey work 
had already been done before the web came 
about.
There is no longer a Cold War to motivate tech
nological innovation, and we need not be nostal
gic for the days when there was. But without the 
kind of long-term vision that went into building 
the internet in the first place, we may never dis
cover the true limits of its application. It would 
be a tragedy to let a brief boom and bust, taking 
place largely in the financial markets rather than 
in the productive sectors of the economy, define 
the horizons of what the internet can do for us.

DISH
OF THE 
WEEK

Fig and Lemon Chicken

Serves - 4

Ingredients

- Twelve chicken thighs
- Two lemons (one sliced, one halved)
- Quarter cup brown sugar
- Quarter cup white vinegar
- Quarter cup water
- One and half pounds dried figs
- One teaspoon dried parsley
- One tablespoon chopped fresh parsley
- Salt to taste

Method

1) Preheat the chicken thighs in oven to 
400 degrees F (200 degrees C).

2) Squeeze juices from halved lemon 
into a small bowl, then stir in brown 
sugar, vinegar and water; set aside.

3) Place figs and sliced lemon segments 
in the bottom of an 11x16 inch bak- 
ing/roasting dish. Arrange chicken 
thighs on top, then pour vinegar mix
ture over chicken. Finally, sprinkle 
with salt and dried parsley to taste.

4) Bake/roast at 400 degrees F (200 
degrees C) for 50 minutes, basting 
frequently (turn figs if they begin to 
brown).

5) With a slotted spoon, remove chick
en, figs and lemon slices from baking 
dish and place on a warm platter. 
Skim fat from cooking juices, then 
pour over chicken as sauce.

6) Garnish with fresh parsley and serve.

Courtesy: theholidayspot.com

theholidayspot.com












Instructions for 
Competitors

Fill in your personal information in the 
coupon and the answer all of the questions on 
the coupon.
You will have to answer questions of coupons 
of four consecutive issues of Yemen Times.
For example, you can answer issues (40, 41, 
42, 43) or (43, 44, 45, 46) etc.. then deliver the 
coupons in one envelope to Yemen Times head 
office in Sana’a or to the Aden or Taiz 
branches. You may as well send them by mail 
to P.O.Box. 2579, Sana’a.

Wishing you the best 
of luck..

To facilitate participation for competitors: 
Starting from this issue, correctly answer 
any 5 questions from the below and you 
will be eligible to participate in the draw 
by attaching four consecutive issues’ 
coupons.

The participations will not be 
accepted in case:

- Solutions of 4 consecutive issues were not 
sent.
- Your personal information was not filled 
appropriately.
The main condition to submit the prized is 
that the filled personal details match the 
personal details in the identification card or 
passport number.
All the correct answers will be published in 
February along with the names of the 
winners.
The prizes will be handed in the same month 
For any questions or comments about the 
competition, please call:
Mr. Nasri Abu Bakr.








