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President Saleh ends his 5-day reclusion and talks to al-Jazeera

"We have two suspects, whom we 
will not hand over to the USA”

Hodeidah, April 5,
Yemen Times Staff
In his live interview on al-Jazeera Satellite 

Channel last Friday, President Saleh tackled 
several issues mainly concerning the current 
Mideast crisis and the US-Yemeni security 
agreement.

USA harshly criticized
The President harshly criticized the USA 

for its stance towards the Israeli aggression 
against Palestinians.

"We reject any statement describing the 
Palestinians’ struggle for independence as 
"terrorism.” This is an attempt to fake the 
facts,” he said.

He also brought up several important 
issues, including training of Yemeni security 
staffers by American experts.

President’s reclusion
Concerning his reclusion the President said, 

"I put myself into reclusion in protest against 
the inability to help the Palestinians.

What would you say when you are asked 
what you have done for the Palestinians who 
are being slaughtered. It is just better not to 
answer at ail.

This was my way to express my disappoint
ment at what is going on. It had nothing to do 
with the response to my call upon Arab lead
ers to hold an emergency summit.”

Arab Joint Defense agreement
President Saleh stressed that the step to be 

taken is to implement the Arab Joint Defense 
Agreements, which call upon Arab nations to 
join forces to combat the enemy in a virtual

war.
However, he denied that he is calling for a 

war with Israel, but he insisted on the need to 
supply arms and men to the Intifada to resist 
the Israeli aggression.

“What is Israel? If we calculate the forces 
of Israel, its tanks, its technology, and com
pare that to the Arab world, we would get a 
50:1 ration. One Israeli soldier to 50 Arab sol
diers... Why are we making a big deal out of 
Israel?” he exclaimed!

Breaking off links with Israel
The President however, did not clearly indi

cate whether he would call upon Arab coun
tries with normalized relations with Israel to 
break off ties with Israel.

“I will not ask those countries to sever their 
links with Israel if they could make use of 
them to stop what is happening in the occu
pied territories.” But if such links were of no 
use, he added, “the decision lies on the con
science of those countries’ leaders.”

Continued on Page 6

Explosion near 
PSO causes panic
A huge explosion took place a few steps 

away from the east wall of the Political 
Security Office (PSO) in the diplomatic 
neighborhood near Hadda street in Sanaa at 
20:10 on Thursday April 4.

Even though there were no reported casual
ties, the blast caused great damage to the wall 
behind which lies the office’ main prison 
causing panic in the whole neighborhood.

Windows near the site were mostly dam
aged. The Turkish embassy and the house of 
the Minister of Local Administration, Mr. 
Sadiq Amin Abu Ras, were also affected.

Initial investigations have revealed that a 
plastic bag full of explosives was left in the 
site to explode later.

PSO officials however refused to give 

away any further information saying that an 
intense interrogation campaign had started 
and the office was committed to bringing the 
terrorists to justice.

Police cordoned off the area immediately 
following the blast.

According to Reuters, “a Turkish diplomat 
said he did not believe the embassy had been 
the target of an attack because the blast was 
not in its immediate vicinity.”

The explosion was so loud that it was heard 
more than 2 kms away, some witnesses told 
the Yemen Times.

Guards of the Yemen Times premises locat
ed more than 1 km away from the site- also 
heard the explosion.

Continued on Page 3

Kidnapper of 
German sentenced 

to death

SANAA, April 3 (Reuters) - A Yemeni court 
sentenced to death a Yemeni tribesman on 
Wednesday for kidnapping a German man and 
holding him hostage for two weeks, a judicial 
official said. Continued on Page 3
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In Brief
Preparations are underway to hold 
Sana’a Festival for story-telling dur
ing the coming month. This comes 
within a framework to activate the 
cultural activities at both local and 
international levels.

-The World Bank has granted 
Yemen a loan estimated at USD 27,5 
million to develop the health sector. 
The loan aims at ensuring the health 
services for poor women and chil
dren.
-The al-Afif Cultural Foundation 
organized a number of lectures on 
‘Revenge’ on April 2 in its headquar
ters in Sana'a.

- The Second Cultural Lebanese 
Week is planned to start on May 11 
2002. Activities of the Week will 
center on poetry, arts, music, and 
folkloric heritage.
Arrangements for the event were dis
cussed in the meeting of the Yemeni 
and Lebanese ministers of culture.

Russian Ambassador: 
Arabs should unify 

their stance before asking 
Russia’s support

The killing of tens of Palestinian 
civilians by the Israeli troops is mad
ness, Russian Ambassador to Yemen, 
Alexander Kalugin, told reporters on 
April 2 in a press conference.

Russia which is exerting efforts to 
activate international endeavors to stop 
violence and find efficient solutions to 
this mounting tension has recently par
ticipated in issuing the UN Security 
Council resolution No. 1402.

“We’re earnestly striving to prompt
ly implement this resolution by making 
Israel withdraw its troops from the 
Palestinian Authority-administered ter
ritories and lift the siege on the office 
of the Palestinian president, Yasser 
Arafat,” he said.

On the Saudi peace initiative, 

Kalugin, said 
Russia wel
comed the 
Saudi initia
tive saying it 
(the imita
tive) formed 
the basis of 
peace in the 
Mideast.

He stressed the importance of unify
ing the Arab stance towards their 
issues of common destiny topped by 
the Palestinian issue.

"Arabs keep asking us and the inter
national community to take strong 
actions in support of their issues. They 
should, before, take unified and strong 
stance on their parts,” he added.

MSF protests 
Israeli vocations

The international medical relief 
organization Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(MSF), strongly denounced the 
obstruction of medical aid for 
Palestinian civilians in the Occupied 
Territories by Israeli armed forces.

In a press release on April 2. MSF 
condemned the harassment some of 
their workers where subjected to at 
some Israeli check points.

"This latest incident illustrates once 
again the continued violation of 
humanitarian free access to patients,” 
said the release.

It added that such incident is a total 
contradiction to the guarantees offered 
to their teams by the Israeli Defense 
Forces in the Occupied Territories con
cerning freedom of movement for 
medical teams.

MSF expressed concerns about the 
apparent indifference of the army in 
such circumstances. This includes not 
only the behavior of the soldiers at 
checkpoints, but also the fact that the 
army allows paramilitary militias to 
intervene in their work.

Updated list of 
products to 

be boycotted
The Yemen Society for Consumers’ 
Protection issued on April 4 a list of 
mostly American-originated products 
to be boycotted.
The statement called upon citizens to 
help the current boycott campaign 
being a success to support their 
Palestinians brothers in the Occupied 
Territories.
The al-Quds Committee of the parlia
ment has recently demanded putting 
the boycotting campaign in motion.

Similarly, political parties and organi
zations demanded the full boycott of 
the products updated in the last list, 
and appealed mass media to create 
awareness on the part of people on the 
importance of boycotting as an arm 
against Zionism.
More than 19 US-based companies and 
products appeared in the current list 
which included big international 
brands topped by Coca Cola and 
Procter & Gambles products.

Al-Hadhiri and 
al-Ashmuri not 
to go on strike
President 

Ali Abdulah 
Saleh has 
ultimately 
intervened to 
stop the 
hunger strike 
intended by 
two journal
ists, Saif al- 
Hadhiri, edi
tor-in-chief 
of the al-
S h u m o o 
newspaper 
and journalist Mutahar al-Ashmuri as 
of Saturday April 6.

The strike is said to be in protest of 
being detained at the Ministry of 
Interior without any legal warrant. 
President Saleh promised the two jour
nalists to solve all their problems with 
the cabinet as well.

The detention came at the directions 
of Prime Minister, Abdulqadir 
Bajamal in a reaction to being critical 
of the government’s corruption, said a 
press release by the al-Shumoo 
Newspaper..

Al-Ashmuri and al-Hathiri demand
ed unconditional release, considering 
their detention as alarmingly a threat 
to their lives.

The General Prosecution denied it 
ordered the detention of the two jour
nalists.

Al-Hadhiri

Will Yemen get rid of qat?
Qat may aggravate disturbances (halluci

nation), induce aggressive behavior in psy
chotic patients, said researchers during the 
National Conference on Qat which took 
place at the Police Officers' Club in Sana’a 
between April 6-7.

They added it could cause elevation of 
trial blood pressure, affect the liver, probably 
as a result of pesticides leading to toxic dam
age of the liver, be associated with increased 
risk of low birth weight in infants of qat 
chewing pregnant women, etc.

The conference also dealt with the qat 
impact on society, agriculture and water 
resources.

To help the country get rid of qat the par
ticipants recommended increasing taxes on 

qat, teaching children at schools about its 
hazards as well as employing the mass media 
in the qat-fighting campaign.

The also urged upon the government to set 
up sport clubs, recreation facilities, public 
libraries, gardens and parks for youths to 
spend their time.

The conference aimed at enhancing the 
public awareness about qat dangers and 
effects on humans, society and economy as 
well as setting up a clear governmental 
strategic view on how to gradually get rid of 
qat’s negative effects.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Abu Alqader Ba 
Jammal and a number of ministers diplo
mats, ambassadors, attended the event.
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Explosion near PSO causes panic 
“We heard a huge explosion coming 
from the neighborhood where the PSO 
is located.
As we rushed to the area, we saw tens 
of policemen and military officers sur
rounding the area and no one was 
allowed in,” one of the guards said.
It was later revealed that the PSO 
serves as prison for tens of fundamen
tal Islamists, who were arrested part of 
the campaign against terror.
Among the Islamists imprisoned in the 
PSO are some members of the Abyan 
Islamic Army, whose leader al-Mihdar 
was executed after being convicted of 
kidnapping and murdering four Western 
tourists in January 1999.
This comes in a time the government is 
expected to intensify its cooperation 
with the USA in fighting ‘terrorism’ as a 
security agreement was reached 
between Yemen and the USA to send 
American trainers and equipment to 
Yemen.
The agreement focused on providing 
the Yemeni military and intelligence

units with expertise and training to more 
efficiently combat and crack down on 
terrorists who have been causing a lot 
of concern for the government for some 
time.
Yemen is still chasing two al-Qaeda 
suspects, namely al-Harethi and al- 
Ahdal, believed to be involved in terror
ist attacks on Yemeni soil and abroad.

Kidnapper of German sentenced to 
death
The ruling by the appeals court, which 
specialists in kidnapping and terrorism 
cases, was harsher than a jail term of 
25 years passed by a lower court 
against Ahmad Nasser al-Zaidi in 
December.
The court upheld 20-year prison terms 
in absentia against three fugitive 
accomplices in the abduction of 50- 
year-old Carl Lehrner in November.
Zaidi, unemployed and in his 30s, had 
earlier said he acted to protest against 
his living conditions. He can appeal 
against the death sentence to Yemen’s 
supreme court.

Armed tribesmen snatched Lehrner, 
who worked at a car dealership, from 
the capital Sanaa just hours after 
Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
started a visit to Germany.
Special forces backed by helicopters 
stormed the kidnappers’ hideout two 
weeks later and freed their hostage. 
Tribal sources said about five people 
were killed and several wounded during 
the operation.
Scores of tourists and foreigners work
ing in this poor Arab country have been 
kidnapped in recent years, often by dis
gruntled tribesmen seeking better state 
services and regional infrastructure, or 
the release of jailed relatives.
In 1998 the authorities introduced the 
death penalty for kidnappers to stamp 
out frequent abductions of foreigners.
The country, plagued by lawlessness 
and tribal violence, has launched a 
manhunt for two Yemenis and other 
suspected backers of Saudi-born dissi
dent Osama bin Laden’s network, who 
reportedly were being protected by 
powerful tribes.

Easter Celebration at the 
Sheraton garden

Many children accom
panied by their parents 
flocked for the Sheraton 
Hotel Garden on the 
Easter Day to have fun.

The Master Chef pre
pared a special Easter 
food for the guests.

Aside from the live 
entertainment from the 
Kryptonite Band, the

Easter clown prepared lots of fun activ
ities for children and their family like, 
egg hunting, face painting, games, and 
gifts were given away.

the children really enjoyed the holi
day and wished there would be more.

Easter is the time of springtime festi
vals, a tie of welcome back the Tulips, 
the Crocuses and the Daffodils.

It’s a time of new suits, new dresses 
and patent leather shoes. And a time of 
chocolate bunnies, marshmallow 
chicks, and colored eggs.

Yemeni-German Military 
cooperation vitalized

Germany offered to Yemen technical 
support and training course for Yemeni 
policemen during a meeting between 
the German Ambassador to Yemen and

Yemen's minister of INterior on 
Thursday in Sana'a.

This is part of the generous support 
Germany has been extending to Yemen.

Al-Mutasem School honors students
A number of teachers and top stu

dents of al-Mutasem were honored by 
the school in a celebration last week.

The celebration was attended by Mr. 
Gamal al-Khowlani, Mr. Ahmed Ali 
Assonaidar, Mr. Mohammed al-Omari, 
Mr. Zaid Ashatbi, students’ parents and 
some of the local council members.

The Secretary General Assistant, 
Gamal al-Khowlani, expressed his 
appreciation to discover students' tal
ents.

The event was concluded by distrib
uting certificates to deputy principals, 
teachers and some of the best students.

Human Right 
Minister condemns 

brutal acts 
in Palestine

The state Minister for Human Rights, 
Dr. Waheeba Fara’e has appealed to 
the international committee for Human 
Rights, the Amnesty International as 
well as organizations interested in 
human rights to back up our brothers in 
Palestine who have become prey to the 
Israeli killers in the occupied territo
ries.

“They should allow the UNRAW, 
Red Across as well as other human 
organization to perform their duties 
and apply international laws,” she 
added.
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Indian Emporium 
- Gala Opening

A must “STOP N SHOPPE”

Indian Emporium - the first of its kind 
Indian textile showroom celebrated its 
gala opening at the Sabeha 
Commercial Complex at Hayel Street, 
Sana’a on Wednesday, 03 April 2002. 
The long awaited wishes of 
South Asians become true 
by this shop when 
Maraliya Saleem 
cut the ribbon 
to declare 
the 

shop 
opened 
among the 
gathered 
Indians.

Indian men’s, kid’s and ladies ready 
wears, Indian/Japanese sarces, chudid- 
hars, cosmetics and electronics will be 
the main attraction of this show room. 
This shop is the first shop to sell such 
exclusive Indian 
products and 
many plans 
are

under- 
way

f o r 
the mar

keting of
Indian products in

Yemen as most of 
Yemenis are fond of them
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Wrath sweeps Arab streets

A
rab and foreign capi
tals have been seeing a 
surging wave of anger 
embodied by massive 
demonstrations of hun

dreds of thousands protesters condemn
ing some Arab regimes and the United 
States because of their defeatist stands 
versus the campaign of collective killing 
of the Palestinians in the occupied terri
tories continuing for nearly two weeks.

The streets of Cairo, Amman, Beirut, 
Bahrain, Sana’a, The Emirates, in addi

tion to some Asian, European and 
American capitals have been scenes of 
angry demonstrations condemning the 
crimes committed by the Israeli forces 
and the Arab silence versus these car
nages. They have also condemned the 
American stand that backs the crimes 
carried out by the Zionist troops and 
demanded for taking a decisive and 
strong attitudes against the American 
administration as it is the only party pos
sessing the capability of deterring and 
stopping this aggression. They also 

demanded to stop security cooperation 
with the United States.

In Yemen the demonstrations contin
ued, condemning the Arab and interna
tional silence towards the daily ongoing 
Zionist crimes. A letter addressed by 
Yemeni journalists to the government 
demanding it to take a decision halting 
all forms of security cooperation with 
the U.S. in the field of combating terror
ism, expelling American military 
experts present in Sana’a in protest to 
the American bias to Israel. They have 

also demanded to send away the 
American ambassador to Yemen an 
summon the Yemeni ambassador to 
Washington.

Representatives of professional 
unions and trade unions have erected 
more than ten tents before he American 
embassy building and the UN headquar
ters in Sana’a where they have staged a 
sit-in and lifted slogans denouncing the 
international silence towards the Zionist 
massacres against the Palestinians in the 
occupied territories.

JORDANIAN RIOT POLICE USING TEAR GAS and water cannon ON DEMON
STRATORS IN AMMAN outside Kalouti mosque in Amman April 5, 2002.

Massive demonstrations in Sana'a

IRANIANS PROTEST ISRAELI ACTION AGAINST PALES
TINIANS
An young Iranian marches displaying a poster during a demonstration 
in Tehran after the Friday prayers condemning Israeli violence 
against Palestinians April 5, 2002.

IRAQIS TAKE PART IN FRIDAY PRAYERS IN A MOSQUE IN 
BAGHDAD
Iraqis take part in Friday prayers in a Baghdad mosque, April 5. 
2002.

A PALESTINIAN BOY HOLDS A TOY GUN AND A KORAN 
MUSLIMS HOLY BOOK
DURING A HUGE DEMONSTRATION IN JABALYA refugee camp 
in Gaza Strip against Israeli reoccupation of the cities in West Bank 
April 5, 2002.

SYRIANS DEMONSTRATOR SHOUTING ANTI-ISRAELI SLOGANS DURING 
A HUGE DEMONSTRATION STAGED IN DAMASCUS on April 4. 2002.

ISRAELI POLICE BEAT ARAB DEMONSTRA
TOR OUTSIDE U.S. EMBASSY IN TEL AVIV 
April 4, 2002.

PALESTINIAN WOMAN HOLDS POSTER OF 
PALESTINIAN LEADER ARAFAT DURING A 
DEMONSTRATION IN LIMA
A Palestinian woman holds a poster of Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat during an anti-Israel and anti
USA demonstration in front of the Palestinian Embassy in 
Lima, April 4, 2002.

RESIDENT PALESTINIAN IN NICARAGUA PROTESTS AGAINST ISRAEL MIL
ITARY ACTION IN PALESTINE
A Palestinian woman shouts during an anti-Israel protest in front
of the U.N. office in Managua, April 5, 2002.
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Saudi king 

meets French 
defense minister

Saudi King Fahd Ibn Abdul-Aziz 
on Saturday held talks with visiting 
French Defense Minister Alain 
Richard in the Saudi Red Sea port city 
of Jeddah. Kuwait’s official KUNA 
news agency reported.

Richard, who arrived in Jeddah 
earlier in the day for a two-day official 
visit, conveyed to the Saudi king greet
ings of French President Jaques 
Chirac and Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin during the meeting.

The French minister is scheduled 
to hold talks later in the day with his 
Saudi counterpart Sultan Ibn Abdul- 
Aziz on international affairs and the 
escalating situation in the Middle East.

Their discussions will also focus 
on a military deal. Paris is scheduled to 
sell Riyadh 355 tanks and armored per
sonnel carriers worth some 3 billion 
U.S. dollars in accordance with the 
deal. Saudi Arabia and France 
endorsed in 1995 a five-billion-dollar 
military agreement.

In 2000, France was the fifth 
largest exporter, after the United 
States. Germany, Japan and Britain, to 
the oil-rich kingdom and France’s 
export to the kingdom accounted for 4 
percent of Saudi total imports in the 
year. (Xinhua)

Rumsfeld downplays Qatar base report
WASHINGTON, April 6 (Reuters) - 

U.S. Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld on Saturday played down the 
significance of a report the U.S. mili
tary was looking at Qatar as a backup 
location for its Gulf command post in 
the event it is forced to evacuate its 
facility in Saudi Arabia.

“We’re constantly moving people 
from one place to another place,” 
Rumsfeld told reporters after a meeting 
in Washington.

“We do move people constantly from 
country to country and from region to 
region."

Citing unidentified defense officials, 
the Washington Post reported on 
Saturday the Pentagon had prepared a 
contingency plan to move the base as a 
precaution. But that did not reflect any 
decision to abandon the Saudi base, the 
paper said.

Late last month, U.S. officials denied 
a report in The Guardian newspaper in 
London that the Pentagon already had

begun moving its Saudi-based mili
tary headquarters to Qatar, a small, 
wealthy Gulf state neighboring Saudi 
Arabia.

The Guardian reported on March 27 
that the Pentagon had begun moving 

the heart of its Gulf forces from remote 
Prince Sultan Air Base in the Saudi 
desert to Qatar because of Saudi oppo
sition to a possible U.S. military attack 
against Iraq.

But unidentified officials told 
Reuters at the time there were no 
moves afoot to transfer forces out of the 
kingdom.

The Post report said the plan calls for 
relocating the base only if it comes 
under attack or Saudi authorities 
attempt to deny access to it.

Since last fall, the Post said U.S. 
authorities have installed equipment 
and taken other steps to make Qatar's 
Al Udeid Air Base an alternate com
mand center, increasing the number of 
warplanes there and raising the troop 
level to about 2,000 in a large military 
tent city in the desert.

Dozens of U.S. warplanes and about 
4,000 military personnel are still in 
Saudi Arabia, it said.

While the United States has a major 
military presence in other areas of the 
Gulf, including Kuwait and the head
quarters of the U.S. 5th Fleet in 
Bahrain, its air command headquarters

in Saudi Arabia could be a key to any 
new war in Iraq.

The White House said in January that 
President George W. Bush wanted to 
keep the U.S. military presence in 
Saudi Arabia despite reported grum
blings from Saudis that U.S. forces had 
overstayed their welcome since the end 
of the 1991 Gulf War.

Saudi and other Middle East Arab

leaders stressed to U.S.
Vice President Dick Cheney on his 

visit last month that they did not favor 
any new war with Iraq despite 
Washington’s charges that Iraq’s 
hunger for chemical, biological and 
nuclear weapons posed a threat to the 
region and the world.

Continued from Page 1:

President Saleh Speaks to al-Jazeera
“You are terrorizing the Arab public by showing Israel as 

such a powerful bugbear that cannot be defeated.”

“It was the US government that said ‘prove your 
genuineness and let the experts in’ so we let them in.”

“We are not employees with the Americans so 
as to make them believe us or not. ”

“We have experience in wars, but do not call for a new one.”

We know how to fight them. If we have to, we will have our sol- 
deirs land by parachutes

“Concerning the tens of demonstra
tions supporting Palestinians, the pres
ident said, “We are not in support of 
demonstrations. We are with practi
cal steps. Demonstrations are the 
means of the weak.”

He refused the idea or al-Jazeera 
concerning a proposed initiative to 
prevent Yemeni Jews from traveling 
to Israel by saying, “We only have 
200 Jews and they are free to leave 
or stay. However, we welcome the 
return of the Jews in Israel, which 
could help disintegrate Israel. But 
they seem unwilling to come back.”

Arab media criticized
The president surprisingly criti

cized the Arab press and accused it 
of terrorizing the public. “This is 
media terrorism. You are terrorizing 
the Arab public by showing Israel as 
such a powerful bugbear that cannot 
be defeated.” he said.

Anti-terror experts already in 
Yemen

As for the American “Anti-terror” 
security experts in Yemen the presi
dent said, “As for the American anti
terror security experts and technical 
equipment, it is not we who request
ed them. It is the US government 
that said ‘prove your genuineness 
and let the experts in’ so we let them 
in.”

He said there were 40 experts who 
had completed their tasks and left 
the country. “They usually stay for 
three or four weeks only." he said.

The president also expressed his 
satisfaction with the US-Yemeni 
security agreements saying that they 
would help Yemen security-wise.

He insisted that the hijacker of the 
Yemenia airplane -which had the 
American Ambassador on board-, 
and the person who threw the bombs 
at the US embassy were both mental
ly disturbed.

Reacting to the comment by al- 
Jazeera “This means you have a lot 
of insane people in Yemen!,” he said 
“We are like other countries, but we 
have more transparency and reveal 
what others would conceal.” “We are 
not employees with the Americans so

as to make them believe us or not.”
As for the two Qaeda suspects al- 

Harethi and al-Ahdal, the President

said, “We have two suspects, whom 
we will not hand over to the USA. 
They are asked to surrender them

selves to the authorities for investi
gation as they are still suspects 
only.” “We are cooperating with the 
Americans not to please them, but 
for the security and peace of 
Yemen.”

Using oil as pressure rejected
The President rejected the Iraqi 

idea of using oil as a means to pres
sure the USA by saying. “America 
has an oil reserve that it could use 
for years to come. It does not need 
our oil, and suspending oil export to 
the USA will not solve the problem. 
But it could still be considered as 
one of the steps.”

War may be eminent
The President did not rule out the 

possibility of another war with 
Israel, even though he did not 
explicitly favor it as the first option. 
“Yemen is the country that suffered 
from war most during the last 40 
years. We had wars in 1962. 1970, 
1994, and other wars...” “We have 
extensive experience in wars, but 
do not call for a new one. However, 
there are steps that we should take 
including the activation of the Arab 
Joint Defense agreement, using the 
oil weapon, using normalized links 
with Israel, etc...” Answering the 
question on how to send troops to 
Israel if no neighboring country 
will open its borders to allow those 
soldiers in, the president replied, 
“We know how to fight them. If we 
have to, we will have our soldiers 
land by parachutes [smiling].”

Final conclusion
In his final remarks, the presi

dent answered the question on the 
possibility of the failure of the 
upcoming US Foreign Secretary 
Powel Collin’s visit to the region 
by saying, “I hope that Arab leaders 
will discuss the issue and realize 
the danger in the current situation 
and must meet to make a new joint 
stand once Powel’s mission does 
not succeed.”
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U.S. troops find enhanced 
Afghan caves, little else

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghanistan, 
April 6 (Reuters) - Sunburned and 
grubby after six days in the mountains 
of eastern Afghanistan, soldiers from 
101st Airborne Division were all 
smiles on Saturday as they returned 
from sweeping reinforced al-Qaeda 
caves.

"It was a good mission - we brought 
everybody back," said one burly 
American infantryman as about 200 of 
his buddies dropped their heavy packs 
and weapons on the parched ground of 
the main coalition base at Bagram. 
"We found some stuff.”

Soldiers reported seeing enhanced 
rooms with steel ceilings and concrete 
floors in some of the 15 caves they 
searched.

Ammunition was destroyed and 
some documents found, but little real 
hardware.

About 500 men of “Rakkasan” bat
talion and a group of Afghan allies did 
not encounter any rebel fighters or fire 
around Zawar Khili, about 35 km (20 
miles) southwest of the city of Khost.

The rugged border area had been 
heavily bombed by U.S. planes and 
searched by special forces for al Qaeda 
and Taliban fighters who fled the U.S.- 
led “Operation Anaconda” around the 
nearby Shahi Kot Valley.

"You can bomb it and destroy 
things... But that’s to go in and actual
ly look through it, to search through the 
evidence,”

U.S. military spokesman Major 
Bryan Hilferty told reporters at 
Bagram Air Base, just north of Kabul, 
later on Saturday.

“Some documents, but I’m not going 
to talk about specifics. Almost any
thing we find is of some use."

The U.S. troops supplied local vil
lagers with 5,000 lb (2.270 kg) of 
wheat and 100 blankets, Hilferty said.

SEVERAL ROOMS

“It wasn’t Anaconda, let’s put it that 
way.” said one news photographer who 
accompanied the 101st Airborne teams 
during the entire mountain mission.

Capt Lou Bauer said two of the 
caves were "quite elaborate".

“There were several rooms." he told 
reporters. “One appeared to be a jail."

The six-day search “didn't find any

thing. just a load of rounds”, one pri
vate told Reuters on the helicopter trip 
back to Bagram.

He described “big, long caves that 
intersect for about one to two miles” 
and said the munitions haul included 
rocket-propelled grenades, ammuni
tion and mortar rounds.

Other “sensitive site exploitations”

have had about the same luck, but 
some yield rocket launchers, anti-tank 
weapons, heavy machineguns and 
thousands of rounds.

Sensitive documents and other evi
dence about the activities of al Qaeda, 
its leader Osama bin Laden and senior 
Taliban officials have also been dis
covered, coalition officials say.

MEMBERS OF THE 1ST BATTALION 187TH INFANTRY WALK TOWARDS HANGAR
IN BAGRAM Airbase April 6, 2002. The battalion had just completed a mission in eastern Afghanistan near the 
Pakistani border searching caves.

Indonesian govt, 
GAM to resume 
talks this month

JAKARTA, April 6 (Xinhua) — The 
Indonesian government and the sepa
ratist Free Aceh Movement (GAM) are 
scheduled to hold further talks in 
Geneva, Switzerland later in April.

This was stated by GAM spokesman 
Tgk. Sofyan Ibrahim Tiba in Banda 
Aceh, capital of Aceh province, on 
Saturday.

He was quoted by the Antara News 
Agency as saying that the dialogue 
would be a follow-up on previous talks 
held on February 2, also in Geneva.

However. GAM negotiators have yet 
to receive a formal invitation for the 
talks, except an informal notification 
from the Henry Dunant Center, the 
facilitator of the talks, he said.

Tiba said all of GAM's negotiators 
would attend the dialogue.

At the talks, the two camps are 
expected to discuss efforts to restore 
security in troubled Aceh and the 
implementation of special autonomy 
for the province under the law on 
Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam.

The dialogue between the 
Indonesian central government and 
GAM has been conducted since 2000. 
However, there was no sign that the 
conflict between the two sides will end 
soon.

GAM has been fighting to set up an 
independent state in the country's 
westernmost province for almost three 
decades, but the government has ruled 
out independence for the province. 
About 10, 000 people have reportedly 
been killed in the Aceh conflict.

CHINA SHIPPING CONTAINER 
LINES -SHANGHAI,

LAUNCHED THE AAT SERVICE BETWEEN 
YEMEN AND SOUTH EAST ASIA / FAREAST

China Shipping Container lines 
(CSCL) is one of the largest con
tainer carrier, pleasure to announce 
the launch of the AAT service with a 
fixed day weekly sailing linking 
Yemen with China, Hong Kong, 
Korea, Taiwan, japan, Bangkok, 
Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore 
ports. Also CSCL accept cargoes 
from/to USA west coast, Canada, 
and Australia. The service launched 
on march 2002.

This will provide customers with 
better service and best freight rate 
between Yemen and the said ports.

The parent company of CSCL , 
China shipping Group (CSG) is 
head quartered in Shanghai. It is 

under the administration of the 
Central Government of China and is 
a super-large shipping conglomer
ate that operates globally. CSG has 
a total assets of USD 3.73 billion 
with five specialized shipping fleets 
of container, oil tankers, tramps, 
passenger and special cargo ship 
comprising 341 vessels of which 
CSCL. owns a fleet of 103 contain
er vessels with a capacity of over 
120,000 tens.

For your bookings and inquiries, 
please contact “PENINSULAR 
SHIPPING & STEVEDORING 
CO., LTD.”, General Agents for 
CHINA SHIPPING CONTAIN
ER LINES (CSCL).
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Zimbabwe police 
crack down on protesters

HARARE, April 6 (Reuters) - Zimbabwean 
police quashed protests for a new constitution 
and arrested more than 50 demonstrators in the 
country’s main cities on Saturday, organisers of 
the banned marches said.

Eyewitnesses in Harare said some protesters 
were beaten as riot police swarmed on a group 
trying to join the march and National 
Constitutional Assembly (NCA) spokesman 
Douglas Mwonzora said the group’s chairman 
Lovemore Madhuku was among about 30 peo
ple arrested in the capital.

“At least 15 people have also been picked up 
in Bulawayo, four in Gweru and seven in 
Mutare. Madhuku is still in police custody but 
has not been charged.” Mwonzora told Reuters.

“The demonstrations are over for today, the 
next ones will be on Independence Day,” he 
added. “The demonstration did not succeed in the 
scale to which we wanted it to be because of 
intimidation.” Zimbabwe will mark 22 years of 
independence from Britain on April 18. 
Saturday’s protests were the country’s first 
major demonstrations since President Robert 
Mugabe was re-elected last month in a poll 
Western countries and the opposition Movement 
for Democratic Change (MDC) condemned as 
fraudulent.

Police were not immediately available for 
comment. Zimbabwe introduced tough new 
security laws this year banning public protests 
and gatherings without police approval. 
Penalties range from fines to a year in prison.

On Saturday, Harare’s magistrate court also 
remanded on bail 370 women arrested on 
Thursday for holding what the police said was an 
unauthorised meeting.

The bedraggled women arrived at court in sev
eral truckloads, some pregnant and others with 
crying babies strapped to their backs. They were 
remanded on $500 bail each to April 26.

“They have been advised of the charges 
against them (which) are contravening sections 
of the Public Order and Security Act — organis
ing a meeting to prepare for a demonstration and 
holding a demonstration that had been banned,” 
their lawyer Alec Muchadehama told Reuters. 
The NCA, a coalition of student and church 
groups, political parties and human rights organ
isations, wants a new constitution to replace 
laws critics say entrench Mugabe’s rule. They 
say deeply rooted flaws in the current constitu-

tion make it impossible to hold free and fair 
elections in Zimbabwe, including the March 9- 
11 election and, after Mugabe's victory, vowed 
to continue protests until the constitution was 
changed.

“The situation today shows how the ZANU-PF 
government is going to treat its citizens in this 
county. This country has been transformed into 
a military state, there is no democracy, there is 
no freedom of expression, there is no freedom of 
association and assembly,” said Mwonzora.“But 
as the NCA were are going to keep up pressure to 
have the new constitution in place. The events 
such as today do fortify our argument for a new 
constitution in this country.

This demonstration is just a start.” Mugabe

has amended the constitution 16 times since 
assuming power at independence from Britain 
in 1980, in what are seen as attempts to tighten 
his grip on power.

On Friday, he ruled out rerunning the election, 
as demanded by MDC leader Morgan Tsvangirai, 
and warned he would not brook any challenge to 
his authority.

Nigerian and South African envoys met 
Mugabe’s ruling ZANU-PF party and the MDC 
this week to map out an agenda for talks between 
the two rivals. But Tsvangirai, who calls 
Mugabe’s victory daylight robbery, has said he 
will discuss noth
ing but fresh elec
tions.

ARRESTED YWCA WOMEN ARRIVE AT COURT
The first truckload of a group of 344 Young Women’s Christian 
Association (YWCA) members arrive at the Harare Magistrates Court 
April 6, 2002.

Canadian PM calls for more 
investments in Africa

LAGOS, April 5 (Xinhua) — Visiting 
Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien 
Friday called on the developed countries to 
invest more in Africa to help the continent out 
of the economic plight.

Chretien made the call in Nigeria's capital 
Abuja when he held a joint press conference 
with his host President Olusegun Obasanjo at 
the end of their bilateral talks.

The Canadian leader said it is the right 
thing to do to help Africa out of its current 
economic problems because when there are 
less poor people on the African continent. 
Canada and other western countries can sell 
more of their products.

However, he stressed that for investors to 
come to the continent, there must be peace, 
security and democracy.

“When there is peace and stability, 
investors will be assured that their invest
ments would be safe and this will help reduce 
poverty on the continent,” Chretien said.

Lamenting that most poverty reduction 
programs on the continent have not been suc
cessful, he pointed out that only providing aid 
to Africa will not solve its problems.

Chretien said Canada had set aside 500 
million U.S. dollars to support the objectives 
of the New Partnership for African 
Development (NEPAD) under the aegis of 
G8 African Action Plan.

Describing Canada as a strong supporter 
for the NEPAD initiative, Chretien said that 
at the June Summit of the G8 nations taking 
place in the northern American country, the

developed nations will discuss the program 
and move fast to support it.

In his response, Obasanjo said the 
NEPAD was entirely designed by Africans 
themselves and is different from other pro
grams imposed from outside.

"Such programs imposed from outside 
have always failed because they were 
designed by outsiders. NEPAD was designed 
by Africans themselves taking into consider
ation the problems of the continent," he said.

Earlier on Friday, both leaders held talks 
on the action plans of the NEPAD before join
ing the presidents of Cote d’Ivoire, Sierra 
Leone and Benin and the vice president of 
Ghana to discuss

Africa’s expectations from the annual G8 
summit.

The NEPAD, a new African development 
initiative which modeled on the United States 
Mashall Plan for Europe after World War 
Two,was spearheaded by President Obasanjo, 
Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, Abdulazziz 
Boutefilka of Algeria and Abdoulaye Wade of 
Senegal.

Chretien arrived in Abuja on Thursday 
night on a three-dayofficial visit to Nigeria as 
part of his tour of seven African countries to 
meet leaders in preparation for the G8 
Summit, which will focus on an African 
Action Plan supporting the NEPAD.

Before visiting Nigeria, Chretien has 
toured Morocco and Algeria. He will also 
visit South Africa, Mozambique, Ethiopia 
and Senegal.

Nine bodies found after 
Libyan ship sinks

ALGIERS, April 6 (Reuters) - Rescue 
teams have recovered the bodies of nine 
sailors from a Libyan ship that sank in the 
Mediterranean and they are searching off the 
Algerian coast forl6 crew still missing, an 
Algerian official said on Saturday.

“We found five bodies this morning 
(Saturday) following the discovery of four 
bodies yesterday,” a senior official at the 
Algerian coast guard said.

The Jawgal, carrying 7,700 tonnes of 
flour, was on its way to Tripoli in Libya from 
the Moroccan port of Casablanca when it 

sank in bad weather on Thursday.
The ship was 20 miles off the coast from 

Skikda, 340 km (210 miles) east of Algiers, 
when it sank with 34 crew on board. Nine 
sailors who were found alive and have 
returned home to Libya, according to an offi
cial at the Libyan state-run Martime 
Transport Company.

The Algerian official said three ships 
and a helicopter were still searching the area. 
“The weather is nice today, making our 
search work easier. Friday was very difficult 
because of a storm on the sea,” he said.

Uganda’s high fertility rate 
killing government projects: 

minister
KAMPALA, April 6 (Xinhua) — Ugandan Finance 

Minister Gerald Sendaula has warned that high fertility rate 
in the country is affecting government’s ability to equitably 
distribute resources, the Monitor newspaper reported on 
Saturday.

“As we intensify the struggle for the eradication of 
poverty, people are producing many children, creating over 
population and reducing on the available economic 
resources,” Sendaula said while launching the National 
Vanilla Promotion 2002 at southern Mpigi district on 
Wednesday.

He said that “the government recognizes the fact that 
poverty is existent, but the burden of a big, and relatively 
unproductive population is overwhelming and could mean 
that poverty will never be eliminated.”

He appealed to local people to use condoms for family 
planning and prevention of sexually transmitted infections.

According to the 2002 Women of Our World report by 
the U.S.-based Population Reference Bureau, Uganda has 
the fifth highest fertility rate in the world, which stands at 
6.9 percent.

Somali warlords reject 
newly formed government

ADDIS ABABA, April 6 (Reuters) - A group of Somali mili
tia chiefs rejected a new regional government on Saturday 
and accused its president of trying to wreck reconciliation 
efforts among the country’s many armed factions.
On Monday, some warlords from the Somali Reconciliation 
and Restoration Council (SRRC) — a loose coalition 
opposed to the fragile government in Mogadishu — said 
they were setting up the new government called the 
Southwestern Regional Government, naming Hassan 
Mohamed Nur Shatigudud as president. The region was the 
third in Somalia to declare its autonomy.

But other SRRC militia chiefs based in Addis Ababa said 
on Saturday that Monday’s declaration was null and void.

Aden Abdullahi Nur Gabyo, an SRRC co-chairman, told 
Reuters Shatigudud did not represent the will of the people 
in many parts of the region, saying he aimed to “impose his 
administration upon” them.

“Shatigudud may claim to represent only parts of Baidoa 
and Bakol. He has no control whatsoever over the other 
regions of Gedeo, Middle Juba, Lower Juba and Lower 
Shebelle which he unashamedly claims to represent,” he 
added.

Gabyo, who was accompanied by another SRRC leader 
Hussein Aideed, said Shatigudud’s move to divide Somalia 
further was designed to frustrate peace talks scheduled for 
Kenya’s capital Nairobi in the next few weeks.

“The so-called declaration of government in southwest 
Somalia is a conspiracy aimed at sabotaging the forthcom
ing conference of national reconciliation and peace in 
Nairobi,” he said.

He said the international community should not recognise 
the formation of such a government which would “further 
divide the unity (and) territorial integrity of the Somali 
nation”.

Somali has been without central government since the 
1991 overthrow of military dictator Mohamed Siad Barre.

A transitional government set up in August 2000, is based 
in Mogadishu but controls only parts of the capital and pock
ets of the rest of the country.

Puntland in the north and Somaliland in the northwest 
declared their independence from the rest of Somalia in 
1998 and 1991 respectively. Neither is recognised by the 
international community.
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YT Business
In Brie
Yemeni Airlines 

partnership renewed
Yemeni - Saudi Airlines has 

renewed its partnership, giving 51 
percent ownership to the Saudi side 
and 49 percent for the Yemeni side.

WB supports
Women Societies, 
coastal projects

The World Bank delegation has 
conducted studies to finance the 
Yemeni Women societies for the 
year 2003.

The WB is going to provide the 
essential services for governmental 
and non-governmental organiza
tions and develop projects in 
coastal cities with a view of provid
ing new job opportunities for the 
unemployed and improving the 
investment atmosphere in the coun
try.

Yemeni economy 
indicators

The Cabinet has discussed 
Yemen's most recent economic 
indicators after a report was pre
sented to the Central Bank of 
Yemen. It related to the Yemeni 
economy following the September 
11 terrorist attacks against the US.

The non-oil local production has 
reached 4.7% of GDP.

Cabinet is also concentrating on 
legal procedures to protect banks 
and people from frauds.

It has approved a policy to assess 
financial and economic institutions 
every two years.

Completion of IWE infrastructure
The infrastructure of the AFZ 

Industrial & Warehousing Estate (IWE) 
was completed in last October. 
Operation in the estate is now prepared 
for establishing investment projects, as 
reported by Adnan Al-Kaff, the Director 
(Corporate Appoints) at Yeminvest to 
Al-Fanar Bulletin.

He pointed out that the official open
ing shall be made soon in coordination 
with the leadership of the Free Zone 
Public Authority. The ceremony will be 
appropriate to the Estate location signif
icance for attracting investment.

Adnan Al-Kaff called on investors

who have signed contracts with 
Yeminvest to start the process of con
structing industries, warehousing and 
investment project that can be imple
mented at present. Regarding Yeminvest 
activity in shipping business of Aden 
Container Terminal (ACT), he said: 
“Yeminvest has signed contracts with 
some new shipping companies, such as 
UNI Glory Co. & Coscon for Shipping, 
thus, opening two new shipping lines, in 
addition to some new shipping services 
being extended to APL and PEL so as to 
increase the number of containers han
dled at Act, thus reducing shipping 
costs.

Al-Kaff pointed out to the increasing 
number of vessels and containers com
ing to the Terminal. Number of vessels 
arrived during last year, 2001 reached 
856 while the number for the year 2000 
was 590 vessels only. Numbers of con
tainers coming to the Terminal during 
last year, 2001 amounted to 377,367, 
while the number for the year 2000 was 
247,913. The figures above are a proof 
of the ever increasing giant container 
vessels choosing ACT as their preferred 
Terminal due to better facilities and 
services they received and the distin
guished geographical location among 
world ports.

He clarified that the Terminal has not 
been operated up to its maximum capac
ity. Still there are potentials have not 
been tapped yet - more containers and 
more vessels can be accommodated. It is 
anticipated that a new crane will arrive 
in February this year as a fifth giant 
crane operating at ACT. This will help in 
speeding up container handling and 
accommodation process. As to the issue 
of ACT expansion to increase its ship
ping business, he affirmed that the 
remaining stages shall be duely imple
mented when viability is secured or the 
business at ACT reaches its maximum 
capacity.

Exchange Rate for 
the Yemeni Rial

Source: Central Bank of Yemen

as of April 6

Curr. Buying Selling
USD 173.96 174.17
GBP 249.65 249.95
EUR 152.12 153.30
SAR 46.39 46.44
KWD 566.36 567.04
AED 47.36 47.42
EGP 37.51 37.56
BHD 461.02 461.57
QAR 47.78 47.83
JOD 245.36 245.66
OMR 451.87 452.41
CHF 104.81 104.93
SEK 16 89 16.91
JPY 1.313897 1.315483

Yemeni-Saudi relations 
moving ahead

It’s anticipated that more trade 
and closer relations between Saudi 
Arabia and Yemen will continue as 
more talks between officials from the 
two countries are about to get under
way.

The Joint preparatory Yemeni- 
Saudi Committee will hold its next 
meetings on April 30. Issues include 
bilateral cooperation and boosting 
trade and investment, agreements 
that are expected to then be 
approved in June, during further 
meetings the Saudi capital Riyadh.

Previous work on the committee has 
resulted the Jeddah border treaty of in 
June, 2000.

The meetings of the Yemeni Saudi 
Coordination Council also came after 
Yemen got a loan totaling USD 300

million to finance infrastructure proj
ects.

Yemen is also getting gradual access 
to some of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) institutions.

That’s part of the strengthening rela
tions Yemen has in the Gulf, particular
ly with Saudi.

Yemen and Saudi have recently 
signed draft agreement to develop more 
trade between the two countries.

A memorandum of understanding on 
coordinating the air traffic between 
Sana'a and Jeddah regions with the 
view of reducing air fares has also been 
signed.

And custom officers have reached an 
agreement to allow Yemeni agricultural 
products to enter Saudi markets.

Yemen exports to Saudi Arabia have 
rose by 200 percent following the sign
ing of the border treaty between the two

countries.
Businessmen of the two countries 

say they look forward to decisions to 
help the private sector with joint ven
tures in the Aden Free Zone, tourism 
sector and small enterprise.

The Yemeni-Saudi Coordination 
Council is expected to outline new con
cepts for enhancing partnership 
between the two countries in the 
upcoming meetings to be held in 
Riyadh. Figures show that Saudi 
investments in Yemen are estimated at 
USD 800 million. Yemen’s private sec
tor is in part in these investments.

Yemen is also hopeful that its 
improved relations with Saudi will help 
it receive financial aid to fight low- 
income, unemployment and poverty.

ANNOUNCEMENT 
FOR MALE 

SECRETARY

AL-BUKARI 
SHIPPING CO.

HODEIDAH - REP OF YEMEN

Offers a job for male secretary 
worked in a shipping company 
and have experience more than 5 
years.
candidates have the following:

1. B A in commerce.
2. Speaking and writing fluent 

english.
3. Well experienced in typing, 

telex, operating computer and 
sending emails and have 
experience trade 
correspondence.

4. Administrative experience.

Candidates can send their 
CVs by fax to this

No. 00 967 3 211741

New national strategy on women

S
tatistics show that 65 per
cent of the agricultural 
activities in the country
side are performed by 
women.With the aim of understanding 

women's role in society and enhancing 
partnership between the men and 
women, the Central Organization for 
Statistics organized a workshop in 
Sana'a last week.

The workshop also dealt with the 
relations between woman and the envi
ronment.

The workshop focused on five topics 
pertaining to women, water resources, 
soil and plantation, women and work 
environment, biodiversity, and women 
and energy.

The concepts of these topics are 
indicative of the significance of 
women's role in society and economic 
activities.

Participants discussed a strategy to 
form a systematic national vision 
based on activating the role of women

in all sectors of economy with the view 
of achieving a full social and sustain
able partnership, especially in rural 
areas.

The workshop outlined some mech
anisms and programs that will form the

guidelines of the national strategy of 
women and linking their activities with 
sustainable development plans.

Working out the legal and organiza
tional infrastructure has been priori
tized by the strategy due to their signif
icance in empowering women in the 
society. This will actually require car
rying out awareness field campaigns in 
order to familiarize women with their 
new activities.

The Department of Women & 
Environment at the Environment 
Protection Authority played a major 
role in strengthening contact with the 
related departments and coordinating 
efforts to raise awareness of preserving 
the environment.

Yemeni women contribute alot to the 
national economy as well as running 
the home economy. Their contribution 
in running handicraft and agricultural 
activities is also of great importance.

Still are Yemeni women lacking edu
cational plans for eradicating women 
illiteracy which totals 70 percent of the 
total number of women.

Imparting knowledge and skills to 
muralists in domains of soil preserva
tion and other agriculture related edu
cation will undoubtedly help in devel
oping both national economy and 
women's status in the society.

Vacancies
1. Medical Engineer

• B.Sc in Electronic Engineering with 4-year-experience 
in medical systems maintenance.

• Fluent spoken and written English.
2. Medical Representative

• B.A. in pharmacology
• 3-year experience
• Fluent spoken and written English.

• The applicants should submit their experience certificates.
• The Applicants will have scientific examinations.

Those who are interested should send their documents to the 
following address:

P. O. Box 7292, Sana’a
Fax: 440622

Invitation for Bid
invitation for Bid No. (SUNC001532-NW)

Republic of Yemen Times Ministry of Higher Education & Scientific Research 
Yemen Academic & Research Data Network “YARDNET”

Provision of the Sana’a University Campus Network Electronic System

1. The Ministry of Higher Education & Scientific Research invites sealed bids from the 
experienced bidders for the provision of the Sana’a University Campus Network 
Electronic System. The present bid is issued with an objective to build the IT 
infrastructure at the Sana’a University Campus. The IT infrastructure shall include the 
following:

• supply and manage the implementation of state-of-the-art voice, video and data 
structured cabling system.

• Supply and install network hardware and related software for the provision of 
basic network services and support for collaborative and multimedia applications.

• Supply and implement secure and efficient access connections to the Internet 
with full resilience and back-up facilities.

• Training of networks administrations and users.

The total duration of the project is (27) weeks and only experienced bidders in this 
field will be post-qualified for the assignment. The post-qualification criteria are 
detailed in the Bidding Documents.

2. Bidding will be conducted through the international competitive bidding procedures.
3. A complete set of bidding documents in English may be purchased by interested 

bidders on the submission of a written application to the address below and upon 
payment of a nonrefundable fee of $500.00. The payment will be either cash or by 
certified check.

4. Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before 11.00 AM, 25 May, 2002. All 
bids must be accompanied by a bid security bank guarantee of not less than (2.5%) 
of bid price in US dollars currency. Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be opened in 
the presence of the bidders’ representatives who choose to attend at the address 
below at 11.00 AM, May 25, 2002.

The Republic of Yemen Times Ministry of Higher Education & Scientific Research 
Mr. Mahmoud Al-Salwi, Minister Office Manager
Phone: ++967 1 213444 Fax: ++967 1 213444

Email: mohe@y.net.ye
Bid submission at the Minister Office

mailto:mohe@y.net.ye
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Gaber Abdullah Ghaleb to Yemen Times:

“Actions speak louder than words and the PGC's 
permanent aim is to achieve the desired goals in an 

acceptable manner at all levels”

G
aber Abdullah 
Ghaleb, 40, is a mem
ber of parliament 
and one of the lead
ing figures and the 

Chairman of the People's General 
Conference PGC in Taiz.

He is politically active in perform
ing his duties properly.

He was elected in the parliamen
tary elections in 1997 in constituency 
70.

He has good qualities such as, 
modesty, tolerance and philanthro
py. He has good relations with dif
ferent political leaderships.

Emad al-Saqqaf, YT Taiz Bureau 
Chief has met with him recently and 
filed the following interview.

Q: How do you respond to those who 
say that the PGC is a party which is 
not deeply-rooted in the past consider
ing it as only a political bloc?
A: First and foremost, let me tell why 
the question is totally groundless at all.

The PGC is strongly established at 
grass root level. The majority of people 
have participated a lot in the political 
arena and each one expresses his opin
ion freely. PGC's National Charter is 
derived from people's faith . It is firm
ly established in the past where its sin
gularity is incomparable.

Q: During the recent local council 
elections, the PGC did not win the 
majority and candidates at the Islah 
party won, how do you explain this 
aspect?
A: As a matter of fact, the PGC in Taiz 
won 315 seats out of 550 seats at the 
local council elections. In other words, 
the PGC won 57,28 percent, which is 
clear evidence of the PGC's presence at 
a major level.

Q: The role of the media of the PGC 
is not efficient, do you have plans to 
activate this role?

A: We have an intention to work and 
the PGC's political platform is readily 
accessible to all. There is no room for 
the PGC's achievements to talk about 
here. Actions speak louder than words 
and the PGC's permanent aim is to 
achieve the desired goals in an accept
able manner at all levels.

Q: How do you respond to those who 
say that women were a large factor 
for casting ballots and have nothing 
else, and this was clearly shown when 
women cast ballots in favor of Islah 
party during the local council elec
tions?
A: Women factor at the PGC has a 
prestigious position since the establish
ment of the PGC membership in 1985. 
Men and female go hand in hand in the 
process of political participation, her 
access to PGC membership and the 
Permanent Committee. We have also 
branches for women's sector in sever
al election constituencies, local coun
cils, Shura Council and General 
Committee membership.

Q: As a political party, what is the role 
of the PGC against the US campaign 

T
he 4-day international 
conference on English 
Language Teaching 
(March 30-April 2), 
"Old Borders, Fresh

against terrorism?
A: Undoubtedly, the PGC is strongly 
condemned any terrorist acts in all its 
forms and support the campaign 
against terrorism.

Q: Why doesn’t the PGC bring those 
who violate the law to court?
A: You know in any society of the 
world, there is the good and the bad 
and the PGC leaders have slight over
sights with regard to this. There are of 
course several PGC leaders who vio
late the law and therefore they have 
been held accountable for their mis
deeds. People trust too much at this 
party and undoubtedly, no other politi
cal party could win the tribal figures 
except the PGC and this is known to 
all. This is shown clearly through their 
active participation in all political 
aspects.

Q: How do you respond to those who 
say that women factor is existed for 
casting ballot and have nothing else 
and this was clearly shown when 
women cast ballots in favor of Islah 
party during the local council elec
tions?
A: Women's issues at the PGC have a 
prestigious position since the establish
ment of the PGC membership in 1985. 
Men and women go hand in hand in the 
process of political participation, her 
access to PGC membership and the 
Permanent Committee. We have also 
branches for women's sector in sever
al election constituencies, local coun
cils, Shura Council and General 
Committee membership.

Can you give us a brief account of 
projects performed by the PGC?
A: The PGC has been doing its best to 
implement vital projects since 1997.
In Taiz for example, there have been 

495 development projects at the cost of 
YR 13,661,757,511 during this period.

Helping refugees in Yemen

R
efugees, many of who are 
from the Horn of Africa, 
have been increasing in 
Yemen, and now are a 
noticeable presence in

Yemeni society.
They have their own problems and 

obstacles which come with having a dif
ferent language, traditions and culture.

That’s why the Partners for 
Development Refugee Community 
(PDRC) comes in. It has a role to sup
port refugees as they adapt the new cul-

ture and the environ
ment they live in.

On March 21-22 
the refugee communi
ty center held a 
bazaar sponsored by 
Shamlan factory and 
an American individual sponsor. The 
Yemen Times spoke with Miss Heike 
Reidke, a program coordinator at 
Partners for Development about the 
center and filled the following inter
view: 

YT:How many refugees are there 
in Yemen?

Heike : The total number of 
refugees in Yemen is about 60,0000 in 
Yemen. A large number, about 20,000 
are here in Sana'a. This year we would 
like to expand our activities to other 
cities that have a big number of 
refugees such as Taiz and Hoddida.

Yemen is considered one of the few 
countries that host refugees, trying to 
offer many facilitations to them unlike 
some countries, such the one I come 
from, where it is difficult to put one 
foot down. You sent directly back on 
the same plane.

However, here in Yemen, for exam
ple, Somalian refugees can be accepted 
without a need to apply and this is 
something wonderful and appreciated 
of Yemen.

YT: Is it the first time you hold 
such a bazaar?

Heike: It is the third bazaar if it is 
not the fourth one. I am still new but 
what I have learned from the docu
ments here there have been two 
bazaars held in the last two years .

YT: What can the bazaar offer for 
refugees?

Heike: Such a bazaar normally 
attracts refugees as it is held for them 
to get a chance to meet with each other 
and then everyone knows that he or she 
is not the only refugee. In addition, 
they can show their culture through 
exhibited food, clothes, handicrafts, 
music and dance and in same time they 
have a joy.

YT: Can you give us a brief idea 
about (PDRC)?

Heike: Partners for Development is 
an NGO. It was established in 1995. 
This NGO is an implementing partner 

to UNCR which is an international 
body to look after refugees. If they 
cannot provide their services directly, 
there others NGO to implement them 
with them.

YT: What do you do for refugees’ 
problems?

Heike: Whenever the refugees come 
directly to our office, we sit with them, 
interview them and listen to their 
problems. In fact, they have many dif
ferent problems. Sometimes they have 
disputes at restaurants or they have 
problems with police on the streets or 
problem with each other. With a vari
ety problems they come to us. We go to 
their houses where they live, or to the 
police if they have a problem with 
police or visit the police station and 
prisons to see if somebody is arrested 
there illegally, and we try to mediate 
with police officers.

We also offer training for the 
refugees which takes place here in our 
refugee community center.

YT: Do refugees speak Arabic? Do 
you organize Arabic classes for non
Arabic speakers?

Heike: Most of the refugees come 
with just their home language, without 
knowing Arabic. If they come from 
Sudan they are lucky because they all 
speak Arabic. So they don’t face so 
many problems. So we offer language 

training in Arabic and English at all 
different levels and also French.

We have also a daycare and can 
accommodate 50 children for working 
parents. They are here from morning to 
afternoon until their parents come back 
from their work and pick them up.

We also do vocational activities: 
sports, football, volleyball, basketball 
and chess.

There is also a small library so the 
students who are on language training 
can benefit from it.

We also offer a vocational training to 
refugees, not here, but in collaboration 
with other institutes like the Diploma 
Education Center, The Family Forum 
etc. They have different training cours
es and select refugees to attend train
ing. They have hope after having com
pleted their training, that they can get a 
job easier as maybe a housemaid or 
house cleaner.

We have computer training and tech
nical courses by which they can work 
in any trading agency.

This year for first time we offer 
home economic courses, so refugees 
can produce food at home and sell it to 
supermarket or the general population.

YT: What kind of activities do you 
hold for the refugees?

Apart from these activities, last year 
2001, we provided training for 
refugees on health issues. Most of the 
training has been on HIV and AIDS.

It was done in December and 
January.

The refugees have two days of train
ing here in the refugee community cen
ter.

We also offer to them various testing 
to whoever wants to know if he has 
caught one of these diseases.

A big number of refugees, more than 
70 % of all participants, want their 
blood to be tested.

This is a very big service because as 
you know, people are anxious and 
afraid to give it. It is confidential. We 
do not register any name. Instead we 
give a code.

YT: Any last word?
Heike: I hope that the people, espe

cially Yemenis will be familiar with 
refugees’ problems and situations and 
can understand that it is so hard for 
them as a people who have already left 
their homeland. I hope people will try 
to offer what they can.

English Teaching in Yemen:

A Trail-Blazing Leap
Murari Prasad
Faculty of Education, 
Sada'h
prasadm1947@yahoo.co.in

Crossings: Thinking-Rethinking 
ELT in Arabia Felix" organized by 
the Department of English ,Faculty 
of Education, Hodeidah University 
concluded on last Tuesday. The first- 
ever conference of its kind held in the 
Republic of Yemen was attended by 
distinguished scholars from the UAE, 
India and Yemen as well as from 
Turkey, the UK and the USA. The 
path-breaking professional forgather
ing provided the local and expatriate 
teachers of English in Yemen a forum 
for productive and enriching interac
tion with their peers at the cutting edge 
of the discipline in cogent presenta
tions followed by scintillating com
ments, incisive questions and 
immensely engaging discussions. Sure 
enough, the inputs yielded by fruitful 
disagreements as well as in the form of 
agreeable fruits of arguments will go a 
long way towards turning around the 
business of English teaching, and as 
Prof. Qassim Mohammed Berihe, pres
ident of Hodeidah University, said, cre
ating " a teaching community that is 
contemporary in its knowledge, practi
cal in its wisdom and empathetic in its 
pedagogic practices".

Among the issues discussed and 
deliberated within the thematic ambit 
of the conference included Phonetics 
and ELT, Teacher Education. ELT 
and Films as well as matters pertain
ing to literary translation teaching 
language through literature, con
temporary critical theories etc. Also, 
the current issues facing the discipline 
of English studies like expansion of the 
canon by decolonising and appropri
ately contextualising it engaged the 
attention of scholars and did trigger 
and sharpen the awareness of teachers 
participating in the conference.

Prof. Peter Ladefoged, UCLA 
Research Linguist and Professor of 
Phonetics Emeritus, outlined the audi
tory dimensions of vowel sounds and 
suggested that students should be 
trained to imitate the sounds of English 
vowels in relation to their own vowels. 
Rather than offer teaching strategies he 
merely adumbrated and asked the 
teachers to fashion the foundations of 
their work on their own. Prof. T. 
Balasubramanian, head of the depart
ment of English, Faculty of Education, 
Hodeidah University and conference 
coordinator, demonstrated the pattern 
of " misplaced accent" in 'Yemeni 
English' in great detail. He showed 
how word accent is the phonological 
core of intelligibility in both English 
and Arabic and shared his substantial 
research underpinned by umpteen 
examples with the participants.

The keynote address given by Kathy 
Bird, a teacher trainer and materials 
designer attached to Zayed University, 
Dubai, traced the evolution of EFL 
(English as a Foreign Language) 
methodology from its traditional 
antecedents to an enlightened eclectic 
approach which requires a teacher to 
develop into a professional educator. 
The concept implies constant monitor
ing and evaluation of one's calling and 
measuring up to exacting standards of 
professional work. The theme of 
teacher education was amplified by 
meaty presentations of Prof. Chhanda 
Roy and Dr. Jayashri Mukherjee of 
Hodeidah University and Dr. MNK 
Bose of Ibb University. Other compo
nents of the theme vitally valid and 
considerably enabling in respect of EF/ 
SL teachers were presented by Dr. 
Christine A Coombe, a faculty member 
at Dubai Men's college, Ms Olha 
Madylus, a freelance consultant, train
er and teacher in Britain, Dr. Ali Nihat 
Eken who currently teaches British 
culture, media studies and translation 
at the School of Applied Languages, 
Bilkent University, Ankara (Turkey).In 
her keynote address titled" 
Empowering Teachers as Testers" 
Dr. Coombe argued that teachers 
should be involved in all aspects of the

testing process in that assessment and 
feedback are central to teaching. 
Speaking on the pros and cons of using 
mother tongue in the EFL classroom , 
Ms Madylus suggested to the teachers 
to maximize exposure to the target lan
guage in the junior classroom. 
Contrary to the received ELT wisdom 
on the matter , she maintained with 
sumptuous body language that while 
adult learners may use their mother 
tongue to enhance their English lan
guage learning . for children their 
mother tongue in the English language 
learning class is a distraction. To make 
teaching materials still more interest
ing and user-friendly and language 
learning engagingly experiential Dr. 
Ali Nihat Eken underlined the advan
tages of using films in the English lan
guage classroom.

With quite a few papers ranging 
across the issues of literary translation, 
culture studies and contemporary criti
cal theories the lang.—lit. divide was 
bridged in the conference. Prof. 
Abdelrahman A. Abdrabou, vice-rec
tor, Hodeidah University focused on 
the implications of cross-linguistic dif
ferences and cross-cultural barriers in 
text reproduction, for instance from 
Arabic into English. Unfortunately, the 
polemical potential of the presentation 
couldn't be fully shared and dissemi
nated for want of time slotted for dis
cussion. Almost the whole gamut of 
critical theories promulgated by Plato 
and his successors to the Postcolonial 
exponents was touched on with varied 
claims and contests which sometimes 
petered out into 'minor disasters'. Prof. 
P.A. Abraham from Sana'a University 
and Mr. Sivadasan from Ibb University 
interrogated Postmodernist postulates 
while Dr. Sridhar Rajeswaran, former
ly at Hodeidah University, and Dr. M. 
Nagrajan, currently teaching in the 
Faculty of Arts in Hodeidah University 
. cast their net wide to embrace diverse 
hinge-points.

The issues facing the discipline of 
English language and literary studies 
in the EFL/ESL context were raised by 
Prof. Niloufer Bharucha and Dr. 
Khawalah K.A. Ahmed, and were fur
ther explored by no less a person (no 
prizes for guessing) than Prof. 
Damodar Thakur, chairperson. 
Department of English, Faculty of 
Arts, Sana'a University. Prof. 
Bharucha, a professor of English in 
Bombay (Mumbai)University and cur
rently teaching at Cologne in Germany, 
argued that a cloned version of English 
literature curriculum institutionalised 
in Anglo-American universities and in 
the former British colonies is no longer 
vitally relevant to the realities obtain
ing in the Third World universities. 
Even L1 students and teachers of 
English in Britain and America are 
warming towards literatures in English 
produced in decolonised locations like 
India, Sri Lanka, the Caribbean and 
Africa as well as in settler colonies like 
Canada, Australia and New Zealand. 
While the postcolonial constellation is 
shining forth, British literature is down 
in the dumps. The Empire has struck 
back ; the boot is on the other foot. So 
, English literature is no longer the lit
erature of England and curriculum 
planners in Yemen should take the 
staggering transformation of the canon 
on board. In contrast. Dr. Khawlah 
Kaid Nasr Ahmed, Associate Dean. 
Faculty of Arts , Hodeidah University , 
contended that teaching perspectives in 
Yemen entail a fresh foundational 
commitment to the formation of the 
discipline which can fit the local cul
tural context, fulfill the needs of

Yemeni students and meet the objec
tives envisaged by the policy makers. 
What she suggested was not to dis
lodge the discipline but to complement 
English literary studies with Arabic lit
erature translated into English.

While addressing himself to the 
issue with enormous passion Dr. 
D.Thakur unfolded alternative enter
prises within the space of English stud
ies which can productively interface 
ELT and English literature . as well as 
literatures in English. In his paper 
titled" Teaching Language through 
Literature: Problems and Principles 
, Dr. Thakur amply exemplified the 
lang-lit. pedagogical nexus which has 
the potential for turning out not only 
efficient but elegant users of the lan
guage. His unique selling points were: 
(i) The English language is an intrinsic 
part of the global communication and 
easily the biggest exporter of intellec
tual property , so it is a proper prelude 
to professional career; (ii) literature 
fosters emotional intelligence and the 
reading of good literature becomes an 
enjoyable experience; (iii) grammar 
can teach correctness, not vitality in 
the use of language ; and (iv) the 
English speaking world has excelled in 
emotive, imaginative and experiential 
adventures plus, its intellectual attain
ments have been incredibly exciting. 
This is why the discipline full of utili
tarian potential as well as signifying 
transactions for the readers' emotional 
wellbeing cannot be dispensed with. 
What we need is a methodological syn
ergy to reap a rich reward.

Among other presentations of note 
were papers by Dr. Mahmood Ali 
Shamsher, Vice Dean , Faculty of 
Languages, Sana'a University. Prof. 
AK Sinha. Dr. CN Srinivasan . Dr. K 
Thiagarajan, Dr. R.P. Singh and Dr. 
Indu Bhushan Sharma of Hodeidah 
University, Dr. Indu Bhushan Sharma 
of Hodeidah University,as well as by 
Dr. Anil Prasad and Dr. Sadeq R. 
Mohammed of Ibb University. 
Interesting and quite promising 
attempts were also made by several 
students of Hodeidah University. Such 
offerings promise a catalytic decade 
ahead for the institution.

Fittingly enough, the conference had 
the entire cast in the business of 
English teaching on the stage: Mr. 
Adrian Chadwick, director, the British 
Council, Sana'a and Ms Marcia Bull , 
AMIDEAST , Sana'a— the occidental 
owners and doorkeepers of the English 
language as well as its influential pro
moters; a large number of Indian par
ticipants responsible for the teaching of 
English in Yemeni universities , claim
ing a slice of postcolonial English lan
guage and literature as their home- 
grown stuff, and Yemeni students 
hooked on to the bandwagon of global
ization, both bewildered and fascinated 
by English lessons and manual in their 
hand.

In the end , the conference was a 
resounding success, both academically 
and otherwise. Kudos to Prof. Bala . 
his colleagues and invisible backroom 
boys and a quite visible helping hand— 
Mrs. Shanta Subramanian— and. above 
all, to Dr. Qassim Mohammed Berihe, 
Rector, Hodeidah University, Dr. 
Ibrahim Omer Hugari, Dean. Faculty 
of Education, Hodeidah University and 
the generous patrons who warmed 
towards drawing a roadmap for 
English studies in Yemen in the fast 
changing world and put in place com
plex logistics and marshaled all their 
resources at a place with modest infra
structure to make it hugely successful.
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VACANCIES
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research

1) Project Technical Coordinator
Higher Education Project
The Project Technical Coordinator will work under the supervision of the Vice-Minister of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research. He/she will assist and supplement the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research and 
universities for the Project execution. The Technical Coordinator will coordinate activities implemented by two 
universities and will be the principle agent for collecting, consolidating and analyzing reports issued by the entities served 
by the Credit. In addition to that he/she will be responsible for preparing and issuing the monitoring and evaluation data 
and reports.

Main functions of the Project Technical Coordinator will be as follows: -
1. Helping the Minister and Vice-Minister in supervising the effective implementation of the Higher Education 

Project (HEP).
2. Coordinating the implementation of the HEP components at the Ministry and university level (in both Sana’a and 

Aden University).
3. Collecting and reviewing implementation progress reports from universities and the Ministry and prepare 

technical progress reports on a semi-annual basis.
4. Supervising consolidated annual work plans and budget for Steering Committee review and approval.
5. Preparing and issuing monitoring and evaluation data and reports.

Qualifications:
Minimum of 8 years experience of work in the Higher Education Sector.
Knowledge of international experiences in Higher Education reform.
Proficiency in both Arabic and English languages is a must.
Familiarity with computers, accounting and other software applications.
A readiness to work flexibly as part of a team.

2) Project Accountant
Higher Education Project
General Functional Areas of the Project Accountant
Under the supervision of the project’s Financial Management Specialist, the accountant will be in charge of recording of 
all financial transactions, keeping the supporting documents, preparing the financial reports of the project as required by 
the government regulations and Development Credit Agreement, preparing annual and interim project’s financial 
statements to reflect the financial position of the project for auditing purposes.

1. Collect and file all supporting documentation on all financial transactions of the project under the Higher 
Education Project (HEP) management.

2. Record on a daily basis all the financial transactions after ensuring that they have been properly authorized and 
in accordance with the budget and the HEP procedures of internal control.

3. Prepare bank reconciliation between the bank’s account and the Special Account (SA) withdrawals, on a monthly 
basis to reflect the monthly receipts and disbursements from the SA.

4. Prepare quarterly project financial statements under HEP direct management, and liaise with the procurement 
officer, to include procurement quarterly results and the project's physical progress of activities as measured by 
the project’s indicators. Based on the above, prepare the Project Financial Management Report (FMR) to be 
submitted to the SC and then to the Bank.

5. Prepare the credit withdrawal applications with supporting documentation and submit it to the HEP Coordinator 
for approval and then submission to IDA for replenishment of funds as needed.

6. Assist the external auditors in performing their annual audit of the project by providing necessary documentation, 
written procedures, and annual financial statements.

7. Any other tasks as required by the project financial management specialist.

Qualifications
A minimum of five years of private sector accounting experience preferably with an auditing or accounting firm.
A minimum of a Bachelor’s degree in accounting or auditing.
A good knowledge and use of the generally accepted accounting principles.
The ability to operate accounting software, keep updated accounting records and books of accounts, and generate 
project’s financial statements and other reports as needed by the project management.
Proficiency in both Arabic and English.

3) Procurement Officer
Under the general direction of the Financial Management Specialist, the Procurement Specialist will be responsible for: - 

Developing and maintaining well-defined tools to manage and track procurement activities.
Assisting in the procurement of all works, equipment, furniture, materials and services for the project.
Updating the Project Procurement Plan for each year ensuring that project facilities are ready to receive the goods, and that the 
required funds (including counterpart) are included in the budget to cover CIF, delivery to the site, customs clearance,

installation and testing costs (if needed).
Itemizing and listing all goods required for the Project, showing the specifications and the estimated unit and total costs of each 
item, arranging for the index coding and numbering of each item for identification and inventory with the project facilities for 
which it is required.
Grouping goods in packages, to the extent possible, by main product group (package) and sub-product groups (lots within the 
package) to permit bulk procurement (and ease of evaluation) consistent with sound technical and procurement practices.
Determining the procurement method to be used based on the size of the package as determined by the grouping of items for 
International Competitive Bidding (ICB), National Competitive Bidding (NCB), International Shopping (IS) and Local 
Shopping (LS).
Drafting bid notices and bidding documents for inviting and obtaining bids in accordance with World Bank Guidelines for 
Procurement of Works and Goods, and for the Selection of Consultants.
Assisting in establishing procedures for receiving and opening of bids, ensuring adherence to the evaluation criteria stipulated 
in the bidding documents in a professional and timely manner.
Recording the deliberations of all procurement processes, bid openings, evaluations, and decisions of the evaluation committees. 
Assisting relevant department in inspecting and receiving goods to ensure compliance of specifications and quantities with the 
purchase orders, as needed.
Arranging for the safe custody and proper delivery of goods to the Project facilities, and installation in accordance with the 
target dates in the implementation schedules, and
Participating in the preparation of periodic progress reports for the Government and IDA.

Qualifications
A minimum of Bachelor’s degree in engineering, business and administration, or related fields;
At least 10 years experience in managing civil works activities, procurement of goods and consultation services;
Familiarity with Government and IDA procurement procedures and guidelines is a plus, and

Proficiency in Arabic and English essential.

4. Financial Management Officer
General Functional Areas of the Project Financial Management Officer
The Project Financial Management Officer will work within the Financial Affairs department and under his supervision 
will head the financial management function for the IDA credit and supervise the work of the accountants assigned to 
work on the credit’s accounts. He/she will ensure that a proper financial management system is in place, with appropriate 
internal control and records and books of accounts; that these are reliable, timely, and in accordance with the generally 
acceptable accounting principles and government regulations; and that other reports as needed are maintained and 
prepared on a timely basis, communicated to the appropriate users and properly filed at the CMT.

The Project Financial Management Officer’s basic functions will be as follows: -

1. The installation and supervision of all accounting records of the credit.
2. The preparation and interpretation of the financial statements and reports of the credit.
3. Insurance and review of the internal control system in the Financial Affairs Department for the credit. He/she will 

regularly review the internal control system to ensure those appropriate mechanisms, procedures and systems are 
in place.

4. The initiation, preparation and insurance of standard practices related to all accounting matters and procedures 
and the coordination of systems throughout the project, including clerical and office methods, records, reports and 
procedures.

5. The compilation of all project activities and the credit’s operating costs.
6. The preparation and interpretation of all statistical records and reports of the credit.
7. The preparation of the budget of the project and consolidation of that of the total project in conjunction with the 

Head of the Financial Affairs Department, and other concerned parties, and government counterparts, reflecting 
an annual plan covering all activities of the project for review by the Vice-Minister of Higher Education, for 
submission to the Steering Committee for review and approval prior to the beginning of the fiscal year.

8. The maintenance of adequate records of authorized appropriations and the determination that all sums expended 
pursuant thereto are properly accounted for.

9. The ascertainment currently that financial transactions covered by minutes of the Steering Committee are properly 
executed and recorded.

10. The maintenance of adequate records of all procurement and consultants’ contracts.
11. The verification of payments, to ensure that the expenditures have been properly authorized and approved and 

that it has been budgeted for as per budget and/or as authorized from time to time by the Steering Committee.
12. The verification on a regular basis of the petty cash expenditures to ensure that these are properly authorized and 

recorded with all supporting documents.
13. Manage the cash balances to ensure the efficient use of funds. Work with the Head of the Financial Affairs 

Department on the prudent cash management to ensure maximum return as permitted by the Bank and 
government regulations.

Qualifications
A minimum of seven years of private sector financial management experience preferably with an auditing or 
accounting firm.
A minimum of a Master’s degree in financial management, accounting or auditing, with an understanding of 
procurement.
The ability to translate planned activities into concrete budgets and establish standard unit costs and report on and 
analyze them for the purpose of recommending improvements in operations.
Proficiency in both Arabic and English is a must.
The ability to supervise accounting and other financial functions and report financial information usable to the 
various stakeholders, government, Bank and auditors.
The ability to supervise accounting works and motivates others to achieve positive actions and results. 
Familiarity with computers, accounting and other software applications.

Please mention which position you are interested in.
All applications along with a detailed resume should be submitted by April 15, 2002 to the following address:

Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
Vice-Miniser Office
Higher Education Project
Amman Street
Sana’a.
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Words of Wisdom

The real meaning and purpose of the demo
cratic transformation and the economic 
reform is to remove traditional master-client 
relations in Yemen's power structure, as well 
as market distortions in economy. Thus, the 
success of the nation's evolution will be 
measured exactly in those terms. 
Unfortunately, our political leadership does 
not understand the meaning of intended 
change.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf (1951-1999) 
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR OPINION
Asking the Americans:

Is this supposed to be 
the American way?

I would like to use my column for this week to send a 
message to the Americans.

“Dear Americans,
Your country was founded on the grounds of independ

ence from occupation, liberty, freedom, and justice. You 
have been raised on values of respecting freedom of 
speech, maintaining justice and transparency, and building 
trust with the world. The American way is the way of free
dom, justice, transparency, development, and prosperity for 
all.

I am afraid that the current US government has diverted 
you from your original path. By standing beside an oppres
sive government -that of Sharon- in its current aggression 
against the unarmed Palestinian population, the USA gov
ernment has done no good in promoting the values the US 
had been founded upon.

The USA is the main and possibly the only supporter of 
the regime that is currently killing innocent Palestinian peo
ple, including women and children, and is using American 
weapons to demolish houses and farms, to besiege and 
trap families in houses to follow that by shelling those hous
es. The US even allowed this regime to attack people in 
churches and mosques.

Do you know that Israel is using innocent Palestinian 
children as shields before storming into Palestinian camps? 
Do you know that they have cut off water, food, medicines, 
and electricity supplies leaving families to starve or die? Do 
you know that they have prevented ambulances from sav
ing bleeding men, children and women in the streets?

Don’t you wonder why millions of people are protesting 
all over the world against the USA? Do you ask yourself 
why you are standing besides a government that is being 
condemned by governments of the world -except your gov
ernment? Is it that all those people are wrong? Is it possi
ble that they may be lying about your ally (Israel)?

By standing by such a regime, your government is being 
seen as part of this operation. Do you want to be counted 
by the world as part of this ugly aggression? The children 
and grandchildren of the Palestinians victimized in this 
aggression will always think of the US as their enemy. How 
in earth did the US move from a country that supports free
dom to one that supports siege and destruction? How can 
Americans see this happening while thinking that they are 
leading the free world?

There is something wrong in this equation, and 
Americans ought to know what went wrong.

If there is another Sabra and Chatila to be committed in 
Janeen and Nablus, then it would probably be a massacre 
committed by US and Israel and this would stay as a black 
mark in the US history for ever.

I have received sympathetic calls and emails from 
Americans who oppose this US stance, but seem to be 
helpless.

Israel may be America’s strongest ally, but this alliance 
should not work on the destruction of a third nation.

It is known that US citizens are quite patriotic and they 
support their governments. But they should not overlook 
those governments' actions. They should not blindly believe 
that what their governments are doing is absolutely right. 
America’s freedom should overcome patriotism and lead its 
people to vision, understanding, and concern about what is 
being done to an unarmed population in Israel.

You may finish reading this column and go back to your 
normal daily life as if nothing happened. But I want you to 
rethink about what you read. I want you to understand that 
all those lives that are been taken away, all those houses 
and farms that are being demolished, all the sadness in 
every child who loses his/her mother in the hands of Israeli 
soldiers, and all the miseries the Palestinians are going 
through would have never been there in the first place with
out US support to Israel.

It is your conscience that I want The Editor
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Will new leadership in Israel emerge?
Saadi Salama 
Palestinian Diplomat 
in Sana’a

E
vents in Palestine and Israel 
during the past week have 
raised some interesting 
questions, specifically, how 
long has Israel wanted to 

eliminate Palestine?
These questions might be premature, 

but here are more questions waiting for 
answers: did the Israeli society decide to 
delete the other side of the equation, the 
Palestinians? Or did it decide for coexis
tence with the Palestinians? Is the Israeli 
society ready for a peaceful living or it 
had prepared for a continuous violence 
and bloodshed?

Whatever the answers may be, it’s cer
tain that Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon’s failure has became so public 
that he should abandon his visions and 
retire.

He has practiced his terror for too long, 
during his long bloody history in the mil
itary. Now he has managed to lead the 
Israeli society to economic deterioration, 
disaster and loss of trust.

The Jewish society should monitor and 
question his performance during the 
remaining time of his term. The former

general may not admit his failure that is 
leading Israeli society to a dead end cri
sis, but whether he admits it or not, the 
question remains, who will come after 
him?

And the question remains if Israel will 
remain trapped inside this former gener
al’s misleading policy.

No nation can eliminate another 
nation. This is what we have learned 
from experience. The loss of life and 
property on both sides enforces this con
clusion.

The differences between the two major 
political parties in Israel, the Labor party 
and the Likud party, are minor. They have 
the same vision in terms of building and 
widening the settlements in the 
Palestinian lands.

The only difference is that the Likud 
party leads arrogantly out in the open, 
while the Labor party operates under 
cover and discretely.

It is not up to the Palestinians to decide 
for the Israelis whether they want to live 
in peace according to the international 
policy or not. Choosing peace means tak
ing action on the ground.

The Israelis have tried. Their previous 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu led them to 
disasters, terror, violence and misunder
standing, to the point that regional and 
international changes led to his fall. Then 
Barak came with all his decorations as a

military general.
He built more settlements in the 

Palestinian lands and headed for the 
negotiating table believing that he could 
do it alone. But then he failed like 
Netanyahu, so both paved the road for 
Sharon to become prime minister.

Sharon was elected by the extreme 
right wing together with those disap
pointed with Netanyahu’s and Barak’s 
parties, and the extreme fanatic religious 
Jews. He came to power decorated by his 
bloody history, carrying his thirst for ter
ror and massacre. Is this the Israeli soci
ety’s will?

This question is vital because it comes 
right after the Palestinian killings that 
started with Barak. It is urgent because it 
comes after many promises which have 
just managed to increase the violence and 
the counter violence.

Neither Sharon nor chief of staff 
Mofaz can win the battle, because in 
order to win, they need to erase the 
Palestinians, or they have to change their 
understanding of the situation.

Maybe some analysts are correct in 
their belief that a new Israeli leadership 
will emerge from the departing members 
of the two major parties, a leadership that 
might be able to adopt the second choice, 
that is coexistence with the Palestinians 
based on mutual respect and the interna
tional legitimacy. Let’s hope so.

Frenchman asks:
Why do we support your enemies?
Alain MARIE, 
Kuala Lumpur-Malaysia

I
 became furiously interested in 
Yemen after reading “The 
Southern Gates of Arabia” by 
Freya Stark (1934), which has a 
long and interesting description 

of the people and cultures of 
Hadhramaut.

I regret that so-called Westerners like 
myself (I am a French citizen who has 
lived in Malaysia for more than 8 years 
and tries to understand the teachings of 
Islam, the official religion of Malaysia) 
are too often confused with any western
ers, particularly Americans who obvious
ly strongly support enemies of the Arab 
World.

I would like to inform the People of 
Yemen that we, Westerners, are not all 
like so many Americans, hating every
thing Arab and blindly supporting the 
Israelis. On the contrary, I personally 
support most actions in favor of the Arab 
countries.

I am impressed by the reactions of the 
Government of Yemen. Although Yemen 
is not a very rich (financially) country, it 
does not fall in the American trap of try
ing to buy over a country allegiance in 
exchange for reduced debts.

It is regrettable that many Arab coun
tries have not been as wise as Yemen. 
Again recently, President Ali Abdullah

Saleh confirmed Yemen's position 
against Israel’s invasion of Palestine and 
the silence from the Arab World.

Since the beginning of the 20th centu
ry, Americans have repeatedly shown 
that they want to keep the Arab World 
under their control. “Divide to rule” has 
been the very same strategy used over 
and over.

It is to be hoped that the entire world of 
Arab countries will wake up someday, 
agree to work together and tell the 
Americans not to interfere anymore in 
their own politics. Over the last hundred 
years, the Americans have shown that:

• they are biased in favor of Israel,
• they love to get involved with what is 

not their business and impose their will,
■ do not hesitate to bribe countries to

buy allegiance,
■ have very limited under

standing of the Arab World.
• start a war overseas when 

their economic situation goes 
down to boost up their eco
nomic growth,

■ do not count the same 
way as other people do: 
There have been more civil
ians killed by American 
bombings in Afghanistan 
than in the Sept. 11 events. 
There have been more

Palestinian civilians casualties by the 
Israeli army than Israeli casualties by 
Palestinian suicide bombings. Why can’t 
the US government see it this way?

Well, that was my piece to the People 
of Yemen. It is not meant to support or 
encourage any killing of anyone by any
one.

The efforts of the government of 
Yemen are very much appreciated and 
congratulated not only by the Arab com
munity but also by Westerners. If this 
opinion piece can serve in supporting the 
continued action of the Government of 
Yemen and change the idea that all 
Westerners are bad, I’ll be happy enough.

Patriotism: 
victimized

Emad al-Saqqaf 
Taiz Bureau Chief

I
n an attempt to cope with the 
changes shaping all aspects of 
our world, it’s easy to allow 
ourselves to be manipulated by 
people and forces that go 

against our principles.
We shouldn’t let that happen, especial

ly when it comes to our notion of patriot
ism.

The concept of patriotism, a good one 
to begin with, has, regrettably, been used 
by some evil-doers to suppress their 
opponents, to label them as extremist, 
fanatic and treacherous.

It seems the true spirit of patriotism 
has vanished in our country. And when 
that happened, it set the stage for a farce 
whose heroes are supposedly “patriots.”

This is reflected in the public who now 
believe somehow that patriotism is some
thing fraudulent and selfish. The public 
have seen people use so-called patriotism 
for corrupt and disgusting purposes by 
people bearing the banner of injustice 
and devastation instead of peace and 
goodness.

Islam stresses the importance of serv
ing one’s homeland and one’s country 
rewards its citizens with sacred goals that 
are an integral part of believing.

Political systems and ideologies and 
organizations have been altered in ways 
that made people share different opinions 
on the issue of patriotism. Still, will have 
to think of developing and preserving our 
country in a way that protects us from 
some fanatic ideologies that reinforce the 
concept of individualism and sectarian
ism.

VACANCY
The Eye Consultants Center invites qualified 
applicants for the post of managing director.

Qualification:
- University degree in business administration
- Good managerial experience
- Good command of English (both written and spoken)
- Ability to use computer
- Yemeni nationals preferred

Interested applicants are kindly requested to send 
their CVs to fax: 401673 Sana'a

COMMON
SENSE

Hassan Al-Haifi

Effective US Leadership, 
Then ... and Now

T
he importance of good leadership in steering 
any country on the right track towards secu
rity, economic welfare and sound regional 
and international relations can never underes
timated. For a country like the United States 

of America, the significance of good leadership becomes 
more paramount, in view of the international repercus
sions that cannot be ignored and which arise from every
thing and anything that happens in that giant urbane 
nation.

Just before the turn of the last century, the United 
States enjoyed one of those phenomenal periods of great 
leadership in the White House. It was a period, in which 
the United States was masterly in handling its own 
domestic affairs and assuming its international leadership 
position with a great sense of responsibility and a true 
feeling for the mission that must be borne by the world's 
mightiest superpower, as well as the largest producing 
and consuming nation. Last week, there were members 
of the last White House Administration of President 
William Clinton, who finally came out to speak their 
minds against the fumbles and staggering of the present 
Administration in the White House, in order to ensure 
that the legacy of the Clinton Presidency lingers on and 
does not get thrown out the window by immature heirs, 
who even failed to carry on with some of the unfinished 
commendable work of that legacy. It was with noticeable 
appreciation that we have seen some of the leading fig
ures in the Clinton Administration come out last week 
come out and speak their minds about the recent holo
caust being instigated by no other than the chauvinist 
Zionist mongrel Ariel Sharon in the Holy Land. For sure, 
their anger was more directed at the lack of vision and 
compassion, which can be seen by the way the present US 
Administration has dealt with the Middle East problem. 
Moreover, the gullibility to which US foreign policy has 
become subjected to, as it caters to the sadistic cravings 
of a renowned butcher as he wreaks havoc in the Holy 
Land was just too much for some of the Clinton officials. 
Understandably, the Clinton Administration has a lot to 
be credited for in the domestic front and in the interna
tional arena. Therefore, it would be right that these offi
cials would come out and say, "Hey, what is the present 
US Administration doing to all that fine work we left 
behind?"

Yes the Clinton Administration left a record of legacy 
in giving America its most prosperous times, with notice
able progress achieved in all the economic, social and 
cultural fronts. Internationally, the Clinton 
Administration showed clear understanding of the need 
for American leadership in steering the world in the direc
tions of peace, international cohesion and responsibility 
towards alleviating the major mitigating circumstances 
that are bringing so much suffering to a majority of the 
world's citizens, such as oppression, poverty and social 
decay. On the other hand, the initiatives introduced in 
international affairs, such as involving and leading the 
international to relieve the Balkans of the horrors that 
were unleashed by the mastermind of modern European 
terror, manifested by the massacres in Bosnia and 
Kosovo, Slobodan Melosovitch. On the other hand, the 
handling of the Middle East problem, while it did not 
reach the desired results of a permanent lasting peace, 
still kept that region out of any major difficulties and 
relieved the Palestinians of Zionist bigotry and hostility 
for eight years.

Once the Clinton Administration left, the American 
Presidency was left in the hands of a young somewhat 
naive leadership. The American Presidency seemed like 
a monarchy inherited by a spoiled crown prince, who 
lacked the acumen and the foresight to at least carry on 
with all the fine work the previous Administration left, 
which was worthy of following through with. Rather 
than that, this Administration preferred to choose an ori
entation that seemed dictated by prejudice and overreac
tion and a poor sense of moral and conscientious respon
sibility, an important element of international leadership. 
Leadership cannot be based on continuous backtracking 
to try to correct all the fumbling dictated by narrow and 
emotional passions, which reflect naivete and poor taste 
rather than global power responsibility. One wonders 
what Mr. Bush would have done to deal with such diffi
cult issues like the Irish civil unrest, which his predeces
sor has cleared out of his way. Take care, Mr. Clinton, we 
still remember you well.

More telecommunication news, 
please
I'm interested in Yemen's news 
that I can get through the Yemen 
Times, but I don't see any news 
about Yemen’s telecommunica
tion and internet sector.
I'm doing a research on Yemen’s 
telecommunication development 
and would be delighted if you 
could provide more information 
on this important sector including 
interviews and news coverages.

Abdulaziz A. 
ziz2000@yahoo. com

Where are the interviews?
I'm quite satisfied with your

newspaper and I can say it is my 
favorite newspaper but I don’t 
know why you stopped inter
viewing people. Even in the main 
pages there are no interviews 
whatsoever.
So please resume it as quickly as 
possible or tell us what the rea
sons for this are.
I'm waiting for more interviews 
in your paper.

Markann A. 
marrkann@hotmail.com

Dear Markann,
We will certainly take your sug
gestion into consideration.
We did reduce the number of

interviews as a consequence of 
our readers demands. Thank you 
for your notice.

—Editor

Keep tribesmen’s weapons
In response to your editorial pub
lished a few weeks ago, I think 
that we should realize that our 
government can’t and will not 
destroy the weapons that the 
tribesmen have. I, personally, 
think that the government has an 
advantage in keeping the 
weapons with tribesmen.

Saleh Muthana 
salehmuthana@talk21.com

yementimes.com
http://www.yementimes.com
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An Israeli view from 
Arafat's compound

By: Neta Golan and Ian Urbina

I
t is not Israeli actions which 
have surprised the interna
tional peace observers cur
rently holed up within 
Arafat’s presidential com

pound. It is the inaction of the interna
tional community that most shocks us. 
Inside the pock-marked building sur
rounded by Israeli tanks and snipers, 
there is one question on everyone’s 
mind: how many international laws 
does Israel need to break before the UN 
demands a full and immediate with
drawal?

The list of violations is reaching 
unprecedented levels, even for a con
flict with a long history of ugly behav
ior on both sides. International law 
absolutely forbids the building of the 
settlements, but 34 new settlements 
have been constructed in this year 
alone. Collective punishment is illegal. 
But Israel has now escalated from 
interrupting food shipments to com
pletely shutting off water to the 
Palestinian city of Ramallah, endanger
ing the lives of 120,000 people. The 
shelling of innocuous Palestinian civil
ian structures such as power plants, 
schools, and sewage facilities, is occur
ring at an alarming rate. Unarmed civil
ians are being killed practically on a 
daily basis.

There are also growing reports of 
Israeli troops raiding hospitals and fir
ing on ambulances and journalists. 
These are grave breaches of interna
tional convention. The recent experi
ence of American newspaper corre
spondent, Anthony Shadid, is hardly 
uncommon. First, he was shot while in 
a zone under full Israeli control. The 
area was quiet and there was no cross
fire in which to be caught. Shadid was 
wearing the required signs on his back 
and front indicating that he was with 
the official press as he walked away 
from an interview in our building. Soon 
after Shadid arrived to the hospital, 
Israeli troops raided it with machine 
guns drawn. He was subsequently 
transferred for further medical treat-

ment, and his ambulance came under 
fire by Israeli soldiers manning a 
checkpoint.

Israel is making a mockery of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention, the found
ing legal document of international 
human rights law, and by its tacit 
acceptance, the UN is severely eroding 
its credibility in the region and beyond.

Those of us inside the presidential 
compound need help desperately. But 
not half as much as those on the outside 
who are facing the full brunt of the 
mass round-ups and house-to-house 
raids. The situation can not deteriorate 
much further. Medical supplies have 
run out. Food is scarce.

Pressure from abroad is essential, 
even when only on a person-by-person 
basis. Boycotts and letter writing work. 
The presence of international "human 
shields" throughout the Occupied 
Territories has been very important in 
limiting the indiscriminate nature of 
Israeli military actions. But nothing 
short of a UN demand for a full with
drawal to the 1967 UN recognized bor
ders will succeed in restoring calm and 
opening the way for peace negotia
tions. Only then can there be discussion 
of the status of Jerusalem and the 
Palestinian refugees. Simply pulling 
the troops out of the recently invaded

regions will not suffice.
It is not just the Palestinians and for

eigners within the compound who have 
been calling for a full withdrawal. Even 
sectors within the Israeli military have 
put forward this option as the only 
chance for peace and security for the 
Israeli people. In a formal "Letter of 
Refusal" to Sharon, several hundred 
Israeli soldiers, most with combat 
experience, advocated a full withdraw
al and have stated their unwillingness 
to serve in the West Bank or Gaza Strip.

But Sharon does not want to listen. 
And in the meantime we in the com
pound are left, not without fear, won
dering whether the international com
munity will allow the permanent 
expansion of the already illegal occu
pation and the exile if not assassination 
of the Palestinian leader.

Neta Golan, an Israeli, is among the 40 interna
tional peace observers occupying Arafat's besieged 
office. Ian Urbina is Associate Editor of Middle East 
Report, a foreign policy magazine in Washington DC.

Ian Urbina
the Middle East Research and Information Project 
(MERIP)
1500 Massachusetts Ave NW, Suite 119
Washington DC 20015 
fax: (202) 223-3604 
phone: (202)363-3449 
ian.merip@verizon.net

Neta Golan
Accessible only by phone in
Arafat's presidential compound:
011-972-55-385-257

Reuters

Palestinians in al-Baraddoni's eyes:

People who feed on death
By: Abdulaziz Ahmed 
Attobai

I
t’s an interesting phenomena 
that persecution often leads to a 
strengthening of a people group. 
Indeed, the blood of martyrs is 
often the seeds of new growth 

and vitality.
As Palestinians have continued to 

suffer in the occupied territories, one 
can’t help but wonder if this principle is 
not being carried out.

No day passes without hearing of 
Palestinians killed by Israeli military 
forces since the beginning of this sec
ond Intifadha in September 2000. 
Aggression against Palestinians has 
intensified even more these days, and 
since Sharon took power 13 months 
ago.

But it is not the first time

Palestinians have been subjected to 
such killing. They suffered massacres 
at other times since the declaration of 
the state of Israel in 1948. starting with 
Dar Yassin massacre, passing through 
Sabra and Shatila massacres, then in 
the first Intifadha in 1987 and now this 
one. Many lives have been lost.

Why are Palestinians still alive and 
even resisting, despite such oppres
sion? Are they strong enough as a mili
tary power? Is Israel so weak that it 
cannot annihilate such an unarmed peo
ple?

The late writer and poet Abdullah al- 
Baraddoni brings us an answer from 
nature. He believes that power is not 
the only reason behind the existence of 
anyone. Many wild animals and mon
sters could powerfully devour others 
have become extinct. It’s only those 
that devour in self-defense that remain.

The same thing applies to political 
entities. A present example al- 
Baraddoni presents to is the aggression

Zionist has encountered in Europe by 
Nazism. Israel was created out of the 
ashes of being oppressed during the 
holocaust.

As Zionism was a victim of other's 
violence, it will be the victim of its vio
lence on others and it will be definitely 
fall soon just like Nazism. Brutality has 
been used to try to uproot Palestinian 
people but it cannot. It can’t even pre
vent this people from deepening their 
roots and standing tall in the face of 
storms.

Palestinian power. says al- 
Baraddoni, “is just like other revolu
tionary power. Trying to destroy such 
only makes them grow more, as if 
death were a skilled gardener."

That is really what is happening on 
the ground nowadays. The more 
Palestinians that are martyred, the more 
they show resistance and kill Israelis.

Ultimately, al-Baraddoni concludes, 
murderers will fade away while mar
tyrs grow by martyrdom.

How to overthrow Ariel Sharon?
Patrick Seale 
For The Daily Star

W
ithout exception, 
all the senior 
Arabs I have spo
ken to at this 
week’s Arab 

summit in Beirut agreed on one thing: 
Israel’s Prime Minister Ariel Sharon is 
not a partner for peace. His long record 
as an Arab-killer rules him out as an 
acceptable interlocutor. They believe 
he has run out of options. No Arab 
leader wants to speak to him or deal 
with him. He is even losing American 
support. The time has come to bring 
him down.

The question is how
The Arabs are united on the end but 

divided on the means. They recognize 
that there can be no settlement of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict unless the Israelis 
themselves dismiss Sharon and the 
“Greater Israel” fanatics now in power, 
and elect a government prepared to 
make peace. But how can this radical 
change in Israeli thinking and voting 
patterns be brought about?

Some Arabs believe it can be done 
by peaceful means, others in contrast 
argue that the intifada must become 
still more violent to teach the Israelis 
that Sharon's brutal attempt to break 
the Palestinian resistance cannot suc
ceed and will only bring more pain and 
hardship to Israel itself. This is the 
great issue dividing Arab leaders and 
Arab public opinion. The Arab summit 
has endorsed Crown Prince Abdullah’s 
courageous peace plan, which offers 
Israel peace and normal relations for a 
full withdrawal from territories occu
pied in 1967. Those who favor peaceful 
methods say this is the best way to 
sway Israeli opinion.

They describe the plan as an exercise 
in political public relations. By inter
vening in the internal Israeli debate, the 
Arabs are hoping to swing into the 
peace camp those Israelis at the center 
and center-right of the political spec
trum.

They are especially targeting the 
many Israelis who have come to doubt 
that peace with their Arab neighbors is 
possible. It is felt that this is the only 
way to encourage the formation of a 
broad Israeli coalition for peace. 
Israelis have been traumatized by the 
suicide bombings. They want the vio
lence to stop. The polls suggest that 
they are beginning to see that Sharon is 
leading them to disaster.

The Abdullah peace plan is not 
meant to be a negotiating document or 
to spell out detailed solutions to com
plex problems. That will have to come 
later. Its strength lies in its simplicity, 
in the personality and high reputation 
of its author, known for his probity and 
Arab nationalist sentiment, and in the 
fact that it is backed by the consider
able religious, political and financial 
muscle of the Saudi kingdom, and rep
resents the collective will of Arab gov
ernments.

It is hoped that the plan will be 
endorsed by the UN Security Council 
and win the backing of the internation
al community. US President George W. 
Bush is expected to give it his strong 
personal support when Crown Prince 
Abdullah visits the Bush family ranch 
in Texas in April.

An unstoppable momentum will thus 
be created which, it is argued, will 
induce the Israeli Labor Party to quit 
Sharon's unity government, bringing 
about its downfall. At subsequent elec
tions, Israelis will be confronted by a 
historic choice - whether to vote for a 
revived peace coalition, supported by 

the entire international community, or 
for someone like Benjamin Netanyahu, 
a right-winger even more extreme than 
Sharon, who can offer them nothing 
but more blood and tears.

This is the optimistic scenario
There are many Arabs, however - 

mainly on the Arab street and among 
militant organizations like Hamas and 
Hizbullah - who contest this peace 
strategy. Israel, they argue, is not yet 
ready for peace; instead of talking nor
malization, this is the time to increase 
the physical and military pressure. 
They fear some Israelis might interpret 
the Arab peace plan as a sign of weak
ness. Instead of bringing down Sharon, 
it could rescue him from oblivion.

Such hard-liners believe that only 
painful blows, not peace plans, will 
bring Israel to the negotiating table. 
They argue that the Palestinians have 
nothing to lose, whereas Israel has a 
great deal to lose. Israelis are, there
fore, more liable to crack than 
Palestinians.

Those who take this view say that 
the Israelis have not yet fully under
stood the true significance of the intifa
da, namely that Israel’s security option 
has been defeated, while the 
Palestinian will to resist remains intact 
and strong. In other words. Yasser 
Arafat’s high-risk policy of confronting 
Israel’s military power has paid off.

When Sharon piled on the pressure, 
assassinating militants, besieging the 
civilian population, using F-16s and 
Apache helicopters against Palestinian 
institutions, smashing his way into 
refugee camps, the Israeli right 
believed the Palestinian Authority 
would crumble, lose control and col
lapse. This view was shared by some 
Arab governments and commentators, 
and by a good deal of Western opinion.

But. contrary to all expectations, in 
spite of terrible hardship and heavy 
loss of life, the Palestinians have stood 
firm and fought back. Today, hard-line 
Arab and Palestinian voices seem actu
ally to welcome a last-ditch Israeli 
attempt to reoccupy all Palestinian sov
ereign areas and subdue the population 
by brute force. Stiff Palestinian armed 
resistance, they argue, will serve to 
convince Israelis once

and for all that military force cannot 
bring them security. Observers on the 
ground report that the Palestinian mood 
is now extremely combative.

There is a further dimension to the 
argument. Just as the intifada has 
weakened the Israeli peace camp, so 
Sharon’s repression of the past 12 
months has convinced many young 
Arabs that peace with an aggressive 
Israel is not possible.

Sharon has destroyed the belief in 
peace of the generation of Arabs born 
after 1973, who had not known war, 
who had grown up in the expectation of 
peace, but who are today extremely 
militant. They will need a lot of con
vincing that coexistence with Israel is a 
viable option.

Even within the Arab peace camp 
there are those who fear that peace and 
normal relations might serve to con
firm Israel’s domination of the region. 
The establishment of diplomatic rela
tions, the opening of embassies, the 
promotion of trade, tourism and joint 
projects, the movement of people and 
goods across frontiers - all these might 
show up Arab weakness and underline 
Israeli strength.

According to this view, no lasting 
peace with Israel is possible until the 
Arabs become stronger - militarily and 
economically - and can then rely on a 
balance of power to keep the peace and 
limit Israeli penetration of Arab society 

and economy.
The debate about what strategy to 

adopt has dominated discussions at the 
Arab summit and at the many bilateral 
meetings in the wings. How to force 
Sharon from office? How to bring to 
power a peace coalition in Israel? 
Should the Arabs use stick or carrot? A 
peace plan or enhanced intifada? A 
cease-fire or continued resistance? 
Would not a truce seem like submis
sion? If Arab leaders are too conciliato
ry, might they not risk a rift with their 
own people, maddened and enraged by 
Israel’s brutality?

In the meantime, the usual stresses 
and strains between Arab leaders sur
faced in Beirut as they jockeyed for the 
limelight of the summit. Although all 
endorsed Crown Prince Abdullah’s 
peace plan, some did so with less 
enthusiasm than others.

Citing domestic commitments, 
President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt 
decided not to attend but to send his 
prime minister instead. Some observers 
believe he was signaling his displeas
ure at not having been consulted before 
the plan was revealed to the world. 
Anxious as ever to affirm Egypt’s 
regional leadership, he would no doubt 
have preferred Prince Abdullah to 

launch his plan from Cairo.
In contrast, Jordan has been notice

ably active in pushing the Saudi initia
tive. It is desperately anxious to stem 
the Israeli-Palestinian violence, which 
threatens to destabilize its own society. 
For unexplained reasons, however, 
Jordan's King Abdullah decided not to 
attend. Syria defended its usual hard
line position on full Israeli withdrawal 
to the June 4, 1967 borders and the 
right of Palestinian refugees to return 
to their homes, an issue which is also of 
prime concern to Lebanon which hosts 
some 300,000 refugees. There is, how
ever, a general sense in the Arab world, 
reflected at the summit, that Sharon’s 
days as prime minister are numbered. 
He has failed. He can neither move fur
ther to the right nor seek support on the 
left. In Israel, his standing at the polls is 
collapsing. He seems to be blundering 
about like a wounded bull.

Yet every Arab leader knows that 
Sharon is a gambler. When cornered, 
he could be extremely dangerous. 
Rather than leaving the scene quietly, 
he might, as so often in his career, lash 
out against his Arab enemies in pursuit 
of some geostrategic fantasy. Beirut 
knows from bitter experience just how 
insanely destructive Sharon can be.

Reuters

mailto:ian.merip@verizon.net
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Basrah: Venice of the Orient
By: Sa’ad Sharif 
Taher
Nadira/ Ibb

A
nyone wishing to find 
out more about 
human history as it 
unfolded near the 
cradle of civilization, 

need not look further than Basrah, an 
ancient world city that’s in Iraq.

Basrah, the second biggest gover
norate in Iraq, is 600 km south of the 
capital of Baghdad, where the two great 
rivers the Tigris and the Euphrates meet 
at Quma to form the shatt-el-Arab, 
which in turn flows into the Arabian 
Gulf in Fao.

Its area is 20750 square kilometers 
and its population is about three mil
lion. The weather is cold and rainy in 
the winter, and hot and humid in sum
mer.

Basrah’s history
When Islamic armies set out of the 

Arab peninsula to A.H., led by Otbo bin 
Ghazwan, they reached the region of 
recent Basrah where they camped.

A message was sent to the caliph say
ing “We have arrived at a white flabby 
land.” It is a Basrian land was the reply. 
So it was called Basrah.

Soon a large mosque and ruling 
house were built, in addition to a prison 
and a bath for princes. Tents were put 
around them, and later houses of mud 
bricks and stones were built, forming 
three quarters Tameem, Huthail and 
Ojman.

During the Amawid and Abbasid 
eras. Basrah became great in terms of 
its buildings, palaces, gardens, markets 
and rice views. But they were all burnt 
by Mohammed bin Ali, the leader of

the Negroes in 255 A.H.
It was largely rebuilt with new 

palaces and houses, but was subse
quently destroyed again. Ibn Battota, a 
great Arab traveler, visited it and 
described its late people as "subsided 
nation.”

During the Ottoman era it was raised 
and developed again, and recently 
abdul-Razzaq al-Hassani described it 
as “a great city with wide streets and 
gardens where marine and desert land
scapes meet, (i.e.) ships horns mixed 
with camel voices in a way that no poet 
or a painter can describe."

Culture
Since the first century, A.H. Basrah 

became a center of great religious and 
intellectual activities. Grammarian

schools were quite popular. Scholars 
who were learned in Arab and human 
civilization like al-Jahidh, al-Duwali, 
al-Farahidi, al-Hassan al-Basri and 
lately Badr Shakir Assayab were in 
Basrah.

One also can't ignore Mirbed, which 
became a center for the great linguistic 
school of Basrians during the Amawid

era. Historians say different Arab poets, 
literary men and thinkers would come 
to meet there to compete and show their 
abilities. Each tribe presented its poet
ry, history and important figures.

In Marbed, large cultural confer
ences were held, as they were in Okadh 
Market during the pre-Islamic period.

In the first Abbasid era. Mirbed was 
famous for its palaces, parks and mar
kets. Mohammed al-Abbasi’s palace 
was the most well-known among them.

The owner has noted. “Iraq is the eye 
of the universe. Basrah is the eye of 
Iraq. Mirbed is the eye of Asrah and my 
palace is the eye of Mirbed.”

Good for tourists
Modern Basrah is liked by tourists 

because of its groves date plans, nice 
weather, cultural centers, hotels, restau
rants, statues, halls and popular mar
kets.

In addition, it has an attractive air
port railway station and there are attrac
tive views at shattoel-Arab. where hun
dreds of boats wait to take tourists for 
river tours.

Basrah also has one thousand canals 
for which it is called Venice of the 
Orient, and it’s also well-known for its 
oriental balconies and old fashioned 
windows called “Shanashil.”

In Basrah there are many municipal
ities like Fao, famous for its port and 
ships. Zubair, the religious city with 
shrines of Zubair ibn al-Awwam, Talha 
ibn Obeidullah, Anas ibn Malek, al- 
Hassan al-Basri and Ibn Sirin and 
Qurna, well-known for agriculture, 
marshes and Adam’s Tree.

Finally, Basrah is proud of its large 
university with its many colleges and 
institutes, where scientific and cultural 
conferences are held, and thousands of 
its graduates share and develop Arab 
and human civilization.

Getting married in 
Al-Aroq style

Amal Bhalid al-Ariqi

I
n Yemen, because of its 
Islamic tradition, marriage is 
considered to be one of the 
most important actions in 
life. It’s how humanity is 

continued on Earth.
There many customs and habits in 

Yemeni weddings, which vary depend
ing on the village. Some parties are 
large. Others are small.

There are also different ways mar
riages are arranged.

The first way has the groom’s moth
er chooses a girl for him.

The second way has the man choos
es a girl and ask his mother to engage 
him with that girl. During the visit to 
the girls house, the groom’s mother 
then expresses the desire saying “We 
would like to have your daughter to be 
a wife for my son.”

The girl’s mother asks for a week or 
more to think about it. It is considered 
shameful if the girl’s family says yes 
immediately.

A third way has the bride’s family 
agree on a meeting with the groom’s

father and relatives with the bride’s 
father and relatives. They meet to dis
cuss and agree on a sum of money to 
be paid to bride's father.

This practice differs from place to 
place. Some times money is paid early 
and sometimes it's postponed to the 
night of the engagement.

Some money is paid before the 
wedding, some money is paid later. 
This money is called “moakher.”

In case something goes wrong after 
wedding, that money is then paid back 
to the bride and her family and and she 
returns to her father’s house.

In al-Aroq country, weddings last 
four days. On the first day, the grooms’ 
father and relatives go to the bride’s 
father taking with them cakes, sweets, 
qat and biscuits. This is called “colsah.

On this day the bride’s father or oth
ers who are responsible for bride make 
contract with groom. Some families 
make contract a month or more from 
the wedding.

The bride’s family has a small party 
and the groom gives his wife gold. In 
the evening, the bride will have flow
ers drawn on her hands and feet with

henna.
In front of both the groom’s and 

bride’s house a sheep is killed. Then a 
fire is made on the rooftops, and men 
shoot bullets into the air to celebrate.

On the second day of the wedding, 
called “al-dockalah," the groom’s 
house makes a party with a large lunch 
of rice, meat, broth, aseed and salta. 
After lunch men take the groom to his 
roof where he wears traditional clothes 
with the jambiyya.

The bride's house makes a party in 
the afternoon, before the groom comes 
and takes the bride back to his house, 
where there are sweets biscuits given 
to guests.

On the third day, called “al- 
Sobhiah” the bride and groom don’t 
leave their house. In the afternoon the 
groom chews Qat with his family and 
friends, and the bride wears nice 
clothes while her friends come to con
gratulate her.

On the fourth day the bride's house 
sends a sheep and sweets to grooms’ 
house, and the bride’s father and moth
er come to her daughter to have a 
lunch.

Yemeni folk dance
Mohammed al-Fakih

T
he folk heritage of 
Yemen is rich in several 
and various colors of 
the folk dances, many 
of which are still per

formed in several parts of Yemen. In 
fact, the ancient Yemenis considered 
dances a way of having fun and enter
tainment which could activate them 
during their hard work. The only musi
cal instrumental they get used to use 
during dancing was a pipe made of the 
pipes of coms.

The dance, of course, does not mean 
moving the body, legs, and arms for the 
purpose of turning or wasting time but 
it does mean more than that. Firstly, it’s 
a way by which a person can have lot 
of fun when the body, legs, and arms 
move according to the tones of the pipe 
or the folk music. Secondly, it is away 
by which the person can express his 
happiness or sadness.

There are two kinds of dances which 
are the rural dance and the urban 
dance.

The rural dance has a lot of types 
such as: the violence dance, mountain 
dance, five-person dance, and the 

dance with animals like cows, camels 
horses, etc.

The women never take part in these 
dances.

The instruments used in such dances 
are the drum and the pipe. Most of 
these dances are still performed in 
most of the areas of Shabwa province 
especially Baihan and Nissab.

Among the dances that express war, 
hardship of life, boast, tribal enmities, 
and tribal comparisons is Albara which 
is still performed in most Yemeni areas 
and usually accompanied by folk songs 
called "Zawamel".

The urban dances are different from 
the rural dances because they are soft
er and performed in cities, and women 
don't take part in them.

Every kind of these dances is per
formed on special occasions, for exam
ple, there are dances which are per
formed during visiting the tombs of 
pious religion men {Al-Awlia Al- 
Saliheen}, and dances of farmers, fish
ermen, craftsmen, and other general 
dances of fun.

In addition, there is a dance in 
Hadramout and Shabwa called "Al - 
Miah" in which the dancer beats his 
feet in the ground or claps strongly by 

his strong hands or 
boasts his man
hood when he is 
dancing kindly 
with a woman.

In Aden and 
Lahj, there are 
dances such as: "Al 
zzar" and Al- 
Mazzaf which 
express the sub

mission to the religious beliefs and 
myths.

In the dance "Al-zzar", devils and 
people are called and money is spent. 
Women and men do not perform this 
dance together. The dancer falls uncon
sciously during dancing, but "Al- 
Mazaf " is performing during visits to 
the tombs of the religious men.

There are three dances which are 
common and well-known throughout 
Yemen. These dances are sometimes a 
little different from an area to another.

1- Al-Zafeen: in this dance, the per
son should dance according to the 
tones of drums and guitar and should 
go forth and back many times. When 
he comes back, he should come back 
for about five meters. Then he should 
keep on going forth and back until the 
role is over.

The watchers should sit in the form 
of a circle or a square and there should 
be a wide space in the middle.

Women and men can take part in 
such dance.

2- Al-Sharh: in this dance, only one 
drum is used and the watchers stand in 
a big circle clapping according to the 
drum beats and singing very loudly. In 
the middle of the circle, two persons, 
one of them can be a woman, dance. 
Every one should hold the other's hand 
and dance face to face.

3-Al-Bara:
The watchers stand in the form of a 

wide circle. In the middle of this circle, 
two or four persons dance waving their 
daggers and turning many times .

This dance is usually accompanied 
by collective folk songs in order to 
encourage the dancers to dance.
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“Move for Health”
Prepared for 
publishing by 
Ismail Al-Ghabiry 
Yemen Times Staff

W
ith World Health 
Day around the 
corner, it’s time 
for some people 
to think about 

improving their lifestyle.
And officials from the World Health 

Organization (WHO) are using this 
year’s day, April 7, to launch a long
term advocacy program on being active.

The organization is seeking to stimu
late a global health debate why non- 
communicable diseases have become a 
major epidemic throughout the world.

Much of the reason, according to 
WHO, is that more people are not exer
cising enough, eating well and using 
tobacco. These trend are present in all 
societies, rich and poor, developed and 
developing, according to WHO

Poverty, violence, rapid social and 
economic changes, lack of education, 
inadequate or total absence of health 
services, and a lack of clear policy 
direction, contribute as much to the 

increase in cases of cancer, diabetes, or 
cardiovascular diseases, as they do to 
AIDS and malaria.

WHO believes that this is the time for 
global debate to focus on prevention as 
much as cures.

A major cause of cardiovascular dis
eases, diabetes and obesity is lack of 
physical activity. WHO estimates that 
lack of activity leads to more than 2 
million deaths per year.

It estimates one-third of cancers can 
be prevented by maintaining a healthy 
diet, normal weight and physical activi
ty.

Poor diet, lack of exercise and tobac
co use cause 80% of premature coro
nary heart diseases. In countries as 
diverse as China, Finland and the US, 
studies have shown that even relatively 
modest lifestyle changes are sufficient 
to prevent the development of almost 
60% of Type 2 diabetes cases.

WHO officials are noting that physi
cal activity can reduce rates of violence 
among young people, promote tobacco- 
free lifestyles, and decrease other risky 
behaviors, such as unsafe sex or illicit 
drug use. It can also reduce feelings of 
isolation and loneliness among the eld
erly and improve their physical and 
mental agility.

Word Health Day will have events at 

many types of settings: from schools to 
worksites, stadiums and urban neigh
borhoods. The international sports fra
ternity, represented by the International 
Football Federation (FIFA) and the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC), is already linked with WHO's 
efforts, turning the 2002 World Cup in 
Japan and Korea into tobacco-free, 
health-promoting events.

Exercise can also prevent and control 
certain diseases such as cardiovascular 
diseases, diabetes, obesity and osteo
porosis. Being physically active 
increases your energy level, reduce 
stress and lower cholesterol and blood 
pressure.

It also lowers your risk of some can
cers, especially colon cancer. Regular 
active play promotes healthy growth 
and development in children and young 
people.

It increases confidence, self-esteem 
and feelings of achievement. Older 
adults benefit from both life-long habits 
or newly learned routines of physical 
activity. It is important for healthy age
ing. improving and maintaining quality 
of life and independence. Daily physi
cal activity helps people with disabili
ties by improving mobility and increas
ing energy levels. It can also prevent or 
reduce certain disabilities.

Physical activity is any body move
ment that results in an expenditure of 
energy (burning calories). Simply put, 
moving! When you walk briskly, play, 
skate, clean house, dance, or climb 
stairs, you are moving for health.

Conversely, lack of physical activity 
is a major underlying cause of death, 
disease, and disability. Preliminary data 
from a WHO study on risk factors sug
gest that a sedentary lifestyle is one of 
the 10 leading global causes of death 
and disability.

More than two million deaths each 
year are attributable to physical inactiv
ity.

In countries around the world 
between 60% and 85% of adults are 
simply not active enough to benefit 
their health.

Sedentary lifestyles increase all caus
es of mortality, double the risk of car
diovascular diseases, diabetes, and obe
sity, and substantially increase the risks 
of colon cancer, high blood pressure, 
osteoporosis, depression and anxiety.

In the rapidly growing cities of the 
developing world, crowding, poverty, 
crime, traffic, poor air quality, a lack of 
parks, sidewalks, sports and recreation 
facilities and other safe areas make 
physical activity a difficult choice. 
These diseases are on the rise. They will 

have an increasingly severe effect on 
health care systems, resources, and 
economies in countries around the 
world.

Many countries that are already 
struggling to manage the impact of 
infectious diseases and other develop
ment challenges will be forced to spend 
their meagre resources dealing with 
noncommunicable diseases.

The formula is simple: at least half an 
hour of moderate physical activity over 
the course of each day. If you’re new to 
physical activity, you can start with a 
few minutes of activity a day and grad
ually increase your pace, working your 
way up to 30 minutes. Remember that 
half an hour is only the minimum rec
ommendation. Of course, the more time 
you spend moving for health, the more 
you gain. The most important thing is to 
move!

The lack of access to safe open 
spaces, sports facilities and school play
grounds can make moving difficult, if 
not sometimes impossible. Moreover, 
people's behavior is influenced by 
insufficient knowledge about physical 
activity and its benefits. With insuffi
cient budgets to promote physical activ
ity, governments often fail to educate 
the public about the risks of sedentary 
lifestyle.

Government policies and programs 
can have a great impact on people's 
ability to influence their own health. In 
order to promote physical activity, a 
community should prioritize and devel
op parks and open spaces, clean air and 
water, safe and attractive streets and a 
vibrant public life. This requires the 

commitment, action and cooperation of 
health sector as well as other sectors: 
transport, environment, urban planning 
and law enforcement.

It’s easy, free, fun and virtually any
one can do it. Brisk walking, biking and 
dancing are only some ways to be phys
ically active. You can get moving at 
school, home or work. Take the stairs 
instead of the elevator (at least for going 
down!). Do simple stretching exercises 
while seated at your desk, standing at 
your post, or talking on the phone. 
Walk, run or bike to places where you 
might have taken a car or a bus other
wise.

Many of the activities you can do at 
home are very useful: wash the win
dows, paint the walls, vacuum or 
sweep, rake the yard or cut the grass, 
walk the dog. You can even do physical 
activity while watching television: rope 
skipping, stepping, riding a stationary 
bicycle, or sit-ups. Or just dance!

Your goal is to be active for at least 
30 minutes over the course of every 
day. Look for information and advice 
in your neighborhood, community cen
ters, hospitals or healthcare centers, 
gyms or sports centers.

Kidney treatment needed across Yemen
By: Yasser al-Mayyasi
Yemen Times Staff

Kidney disease in Yemen is causing 
the suffering of an untold number of peo
ple, as they continue to wait for national 
health care reform.

What is needed most are dialysis 
machines and more dialysis health cen
ters. Dialysis is the term used to explain 
the cleaning and treatment of blood. 
Without regular treatment of their blood, 

of course entails a lot of money. What 
about those who have a big families in 
some scattered remote villages?" he 
asked.

Mohammed Ali al-Washali, a six- 
year patient said that he couldn't afford 
dialysis. "Kidney transplantation is 
another problem. No one can afford to 
travel abroad. This will cost a lot of 
money,” he said.

Dialysis equipment needed
More dialayis equipment in Yemen is 

crucial, now and in the future, al-Washali 
said, especially since the disease is also 

her husband is jobless. He gains his 
livelihood by collecting old plastic 
remains and tins and selling them in 
order to earn their subsistence.

Her kidney disease was caused by an 
infected abortion.

She wonders how the situation will be 
if the center has locked doors or its med
ical apparatus broke down. Hundreds of 
patients swarm to the center day and 
night.

Mohammed Hassan Othman's kidney 
disease was incorrectly treated, and as a 
result he was in a coma for about three 
weeks. He then had to leave home and

People come from remote places to 
this center from treatment, from areas 
such as, Hajjah, Mahweet, Raima, 
Wesab and Haradh.

Changes needed
What is needed is extra units for the 

bedridden patients including the elderly 
people and women.

A qualified medical team must be 
trained in such units for receiving cases.

A good medical administration team is 
also needed to facilitate such.

Medical apparatus should be main
tained.

The concerned bodies at the Health 
Ministry have to supervise and pursue its 
duties.

And there needs to be a well-studied 
plan to construct medical centers in dif
ferent parts of the republic, particularly 
the remote areas where patients couldn't 

afford treatment.
It’s also necessary to train skilled pro

fessionals and have them work in all 
areas where they’re needed.

Therefore, there should be a coopera
tion with the Ministry of Civil Service 
and So there is a need for administration 
reform to support those steps and to find 
solutions to problems posed during the 
implementation process.

several times a week, kidney disease 
patients die.

At this time there is only one dialysis 
center in the country, at the at al-Thowra 
Hospital in Sana’a.

And that means the majority of 
patients die, since they live in remote 
areas without care.

Causes of kidney failure
One specialist, Dr. Adel al-Hejami, 

confirms the problem.
“Kidney failure is one the most seri

ous malignant diseases in Yemen,” he 
said. “Patients fall prey to this kind of 
disease and there is no way to cure it, 
except to carry out dialysis to get rid of 
the accumulated poisons."

Polluted water, malaria, bilharzia, 
food poisoning, diabetes, chronic kidney 
inflammation and the random taking 
drugs can be the causes of kidney failure.

Abduh Murshed Mohammed Nagi, a 
patient said "for about 17 years, I have 
become a victim of this disease. Two 
blood refinements (dialysis treatments) 
are conducted to me every two weeks. 
Medical blood refinement centers are 
unavailable except in the capital and this 

hitting children.
One Yemeni child, Ali Ahmed 

Mohammed, notes his struggles.
“I stay here alone with my family. I 

want to play, I want to study with my 
friends at schools and I want to go 
parks."

Saffia Saleh, another youngster said 
children are completely cut off from 
their friends. "Children with kidney dis
ease come from all over the republic, and 
like me they suffer a lot. My family is in 
strained circumstances and they haven't 
nothing to spend,” she added.

Faeza Farhan infected by this disease 
for four years, said medical apparatus 
doesn't meet the requirements needed for 
by many patients. It’s either old or bro
ken down.

Nagi Ali Ibraheem, from Hodeidah, 
said that he is suffering from kidney fail
ure for a long time and conducted a 
blood refinement at al-Thowra Hospital.

What makes him disappointed and 
frustrated, is the wretched living condi
tions.

Ne'ama Mohammed Ali, a house
wife, said that she has three children and 

live by the hospital to get dialysis.
The Chairman of Kidney unit at al- 

Thowra Hospital, Abdulwali al- 
Haggami called it “deplorable” to see 
huge number of patients suffering from 
kidney failure in a time in which the hos
pital is dire need of medical apparatus.

“It is the only unit in the republic and 
therefore we face a number of problems 
including huge number of patients." he 
said.

“We have to use medical apparatus 
excessively above its usual capacity. 
Accordingly, we have to abridge the 
number of hours from 2 to 3 hours with 
each patient every week," he added.

Solutions
Cooperation is a must. Governmental 

as well as non-governmental organiza
tions, charitable societies as well as the 
concerned bodies have to coordinate to 
get another dialysis center to Yemen. 
This will in turn save souls of thousands 
of patients. al-Haggami suggested.

The center at the beginning did its best 
to save a lot of patients. The first kidney 
transplanted operation was conducted 
successfully in 1998 by a Yemeni med
ical team.

A kidney center in Hodeidah was 
built in 1993 and was fully equipped 
with medical apparatus until 1998. Free 
medical services have been provided. 
Now the center has deteriorated com
pletely.

It is true that center has been provided 
with medical equipment by the Health 
Ministry, but such equipment has only 
been enough for a few months.

Fifteen people have died as a result of 
the poor equipment.

Dr. Adel al-Hejami, Abduh M. Mohammed Mohammed al-Washali Saffia Saleh Faeza Farhan
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Major news items in leading 
international newspapers
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Egypt
Al Ahram

A report released by the Egyptian 
Foreign Trade Ministry said that the 
Egyptian imports went down by 9 per
cent from January to November 2001 
scoring 11.6 billion U.S. dollars, 
whereas the exports in the same period 
also went down by 13 percent scoring 
3.8 billion dollars due to a drop in the 
country's revenues of oil exports.

Al Akhbar
Iran called Friday for a one-month 

oil boycott by Islamic states to force 
Israel to end its incursion into the 
autonomous Palestinian territories.

Al Gomhuria
Upon directives from Egyptian 

President Hosni Mubarak, Prime 
Minister Atef Obeid ordered his 
health, supply, insurance and social 
affairs ministers to send urgent 
humanitarian aid to Palestinians 
besieged inside occupied Palestine via 
international and legitimate channels.

The Egyptian Mail
Family of the Israeli ambassador to 

Cairo left for Tel Aviv late Thursday. 
Egypt on Wednesday suspended all 
government-to-government contacts 
with Israel, but without cutting off 
diplomatic links.

India
The Hindu

In a bid to infuse fresh vigor to 
bilateral ties, Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee will leave for a two- 
nation tour of Singapore and 
Cambodia on April 7, officials of the 
Ministry of External Affairs said 
Friday.

The Times of India
One person was killed and seven 

others were injured in bomb blasts 
and brick-batting in front of three 
mosques during Friday prayers at 
Chandemagore in West Bengal State 
Friday, police said.

Japan
Asahi, Yomiuri, Mainichi, Nihon 

Keizai
Notification of money transfers 

through Mizuho Financial Group 
have been delayed and have affected 
more than 2 million group accounts, 
banking and industry sources said 
Friday.

Yomiuri
Former Japanese Foreign Minister 

Makiko Tanaka on Friday denied alle
gations that she misused the state-paid 
salaries of two of her secretaries.

Nihon Keizai
Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro 

Koizumi wants postal public corp. to 
pay equivalent of taxes.

The number of home-based work
ers in Japan is set to top 3 million in 
fiscal 2002.

USA
The New York Times

• U.S. envoy to the Middle East 
broke Yasser Arafat's diplomatic isola
tion Friday, meeting in Ramallah with 
the Palestinian leader while Israel 
accelerated its military sweep through 
the West Bank despite President Bush's 
call for a withdrawal.

• Protesters breached the walls of the 
American embassy in Bahrain Friday, 
smashing windows and burning vehi
cles before retreating under a hail of 
tear gas and rubber bullets shot by 
policemen aided by American marines.

• Britain began its formal farewell to 
the Queen mother Friday.

The Washington Post:
• Anti-U.S and anti-Israel protests 

continued throughout the Arab world 
as Israeli military campaign in the 
West Bank showed no signs of abating.

Pakistan
Dawn

President General Pervez Musharraf 
on Friday announced a referendum to 
be held in the first week of May to 
seek popular support for extending his 
presidency by five years.

The Frontier Post
The Asian Development Bank will 

extend one billion U.S. dollars assis
tance to Pakistan during the current 
year for financing the development of 
agriculture, local governments under 
the devolution plan and the improve
ment of governance.

The Nation
Federal Minister for Commerce 

Abdul Razak Dawood has called upon 
the cotton growers from Balochistan to 
maintain high quality of their crop to 
win greater share in the foreign mar
ket.

Britain
The Tinies

America's international prestige was 
thrown into doubt Friday night when 
violence spread through the Middle 
East in spite of President Bush's per
sonal intervention to try to stop the 
bloodshed.

Financial Times
Gordon Brown is ready to risk tax 

rises of well above five billion pounds 
in the Budget to restore a comfortable 
cushion to the public finances and pay 
for a large increase in health spending.

The Guardian
The prospects of a U.S.-British war 

against Iraq remained on the horizon 

Friday night as Tony Blair arrived in 
Texas for talks with the U.S. president. 
George Bush, about options for tack
ling Saddam Hussein.

The Daily Telegraph
Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother 

was borne to her lying-in-state on 
Friday in a ceremonial procession 
watched by a crowed of 400,000.

The Independent
Israel defied President George Bush 

on Friday in the most bloody and bel
ligerent fashion, continuing its week- 
long military assault, assassinating two 
prominent Palestinian militants and 
sending its tanks roaring into another 
West Bank town.

Kenya
Daily Nation
The Kenyan government has suspend
ed night flights at Moi International 
Airport in Mombasa as the air traffic 
controllers' strike enters its eighth day.

Kenya Times
The Kenya National Union of 
Teachers is involved in a covert politi
cal move to paralyze the education 
sector later this month over the pay 
increase to its 250,000 members.

East African Standard
Kenya earned 70 million U.S. dollars 
last year from textile exports to the 
United States, compared with the 30 
million dollars in 2000.

FULBRIGHT 
SCHOLARSHIP FOR 
MASTER’S DEGREE 

PROGRAMS

The American Embassy and AMIDEAST announce that applications are now being 
accepted for master’s degree studies in the United States under the J. William Fulbright 
Scholarship Program. Fulbright grants provide funding for two years of master’s degree 
study in the U.S. in all fields of study except medicine, dentistry, pharmacy and 
engineering.

Qualified applicants must have:
• A Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science degree (with a minimum four years) in 

any field of study from an accredited institution awarded at least one year prior to 
application,

• Demonstrated ability to undertake advanced studies with “Very Good” or higher 
grade point average (equivalent to 3.0 of 4.0, or 3.75 of 5.0 GPA),

• At least one year’s work experience (volunteer or paid), and
• Excellent English language skills.

Applicants must also be Yemeni citizens currently residing and working in Yemen.

To obtain application forms and to receive further details about prospective fields of study, please 
visit or contact AMIDEAST at:

■ AMIDEAST Sana’a: Algiers St. #66, P.O. Box 15508, Sana’a. Tel. 01-400279. Fax: 01- 
206942. E-mail: yemen@amideast.org
* AMIDEAST Aden: 162 Miswat St., P.O. Box 6009, Khormaksar, Aden. Tel/Fax. 02- 
232345. E-mail: aden@amideast.org

APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED AT AMIDEAST OFFICES IN SANA’A OR ADEN NO 
LATER THAN MAY 21, 2002.

Complete application submissions must include:
1. The Fulbright application form, available at AMIDEAST (with a brief instruction packet);
2. Contact information, including phone number(s) and mailing addresses;
3. An ITP TOEFL score of 550 (or a CBT-TOEFL score of 213) - (scores may not be older 

than 2 years from date of application);
4. Certified copies in Arabic and English of all undergraduate transcripts, diplomas, and 

certificates of graduation;
5. Three letters of recommendation in English from individuals familiar with the applicant’s 

achievements; and
6. Two recent passport-sized photos.

NOTE: Applicants who do not have a valid TOEFL score should contact AMIDEAST immediately to arrange 
for an ITP TOEFL examination.

Congratulations
Heartfelt congratulations to 

Mr. Rami Abduljaleel 
on his happy wedding.

Our best wishes

Abdulwahab Thabet 
Waleed Abdulaziz al-Saqqaf 

Abdulsalam Thabet
Abduljabr Thabet 
Bassel Abdulsalam 

Mohammed Abdulrahman 
And all staff of the Yemen 

Times and the Thabet 
Group of Companies

mailto:yemen@amideast.org
mailto:aden@amideast.org
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Local in Yemen continues devoting 
most of its newspapers’ pages to cov
ering the tragic events taking place in 
occupied Palestine at the hands of 
Zionist occupation troops led by the 
notorious Zionist terrorist and war 
criminal Ariel Sharon. Front page 
headlines and articles reflect the rag
ing anger and condemnation of the 
Arab masses against the carnages 
committed inside the Palestinian 
authority territories under the very 
nose of the world and blessing of the 
United states the No. one sponsor of 
Israeli state terrorism.

Al-Ihya’a al-Arabi 
weekly, organ of 
the Arab Baath 
Socialist party 
(pro-Iraq organisa
tion), 2 April 2002.

Main headlines:

Demonstration in Sa’ada in soli
darity with Palestinian Intifadha 
Solidarity Festival in Aden

_ A sit-in in Yemeni Journalists 
Syndicate in solidarity with 
Palestinian people

_ Kuwaiti prisoner in Iraq back in 
Kuwait

Columnist Abdulhamza al-Mansouri 
says in an article criticising the Arab 
stand towards the current Zionist enti
ty’s massacres perpetrated against the 
Palestinian people that the present real
ity of the Arab nation is not to be sur
prised at because it is a result of frag
mentation and subsevience created by 
the Arabs’ enemies embodied by 
Zionists, Americans and British. 
Zionism has diagnosed that con
fronting the Arabs as united is some
thing impossible and that what the 
Zionists have gained. The writer puts 
forwards a question whether the Arabs 
are aware of that situation. He says 
they perceive that but those of Arab 
leaderships satellite of the American- 
Zionist policy illusively think that they 
are away from the Zionists conspira
cies now implemented against the 
Palestinian people. The writer says that 
if those Arabs continue keeping silent 
towards the Zionists crimes, the Arab 
people do have the decision and pos
sess the appropriate action.

ATARIQ weekly 2 
April 2002.

Main headlines:

_ Yemeni journalists hand over a let
ter to American Ambassador to 
Sana’a, refuse to meet him

_ Retired army men volunteer to go 
to Palestine

_ Civil society organisations erect 
tents in front of American embassy 
in Sana’a

_ Yemen expects to produce 157 mil
lion barrels of oil at the end of this 
year
A Tribal sheikh killed in Ma’reb in 
vengeance act

Dr Saleh Mahdi al-Muntassir says in 
an article that Israel as terrorist state 
receiving support from the United 
States of America and the NATO coun
tries represents a factor destroying 
credibility of those countries govern
ments with regard to fighting terror
ism.

What Israel, under leadership of 
Sharon, is carrying out now of military 
escalation, destruction of all vital 
Palestinian institutions and infrastruc
ture. killing innocent people and dem
olition of thousands of houses is meant 
for building a security shelter for its 
entity preceding the declaration of the 
state of Palestine and in preparation for 
an American-Israeli agreement regard
ing the Palestinian state.

Al-Balagh weekly, 
2 April 2002.

Main headlines:

_ Upon the American stand support
ive for Israeli enemy, Yemen 
reconsiders its security agreements 
with the U.S.
Media, Journalists demand expul
sion of American ambassador

_ Responding to some Arab leaders 
languor, President Saleh suspends 
receiving delegations, personali
ties, contacts

_ Opinion poll: America essential 
accomplice in massacres. 94 per
cent support acts of martyrdom

_ Security forces in Egypt, Jordan 
suppress demonstrations condemn
ing Zionists.

Columnist Fawzi al-Kahili says in 
an article that the fate to which presi
dent Yasser Arafat has reached con
firms anew darkness of the end of the 
so-called tunnel of peace with the 
enemy. It is the same destiny other 
rulers would face even if tens of y ears 
pass on their fragile peace with the 
Zionists. He adds that now after that 
America has joined completely the 
Zionist enemy's antagonism, there is 
no longer any reason for the presence 
of an American ambassador or interests 
in our country or in any other Arab 
countries.

All interviews and analyses and 
statements we have watched on satel
lite channels during the past few days 
confirm that the Arab official system 
has come to an end and the ball is now 
in the court of the peoples in order to 
come out of the state of intimidation 
and weakness.

Al-Wahdawi week
ly, organ of the 
Nasserite People’s 
Unionist organ- 
isation, 2 April 2002.

Main headlines:

_ NPUO announces opening its 
offices to register volunteers for 
Jihad in Palestine

_ Opposition demand the govern
ment to embody the president’s 
stand at the Arab summit in Beirut

_ Joint Action parties prepare for sol
idarity activities with Palestinian 
Resistance

_ Two dead bodies found in Hajja 
and Ibb

_ Massive popular demonstrations 
supporting Palestinian people in a 
number of Arab capitals

_ Washington gave terrorist Sharon 
green light to step up his war 
against the Palestinians

Columnist Abdulla al-Dahmashi 
says U.S.-made weapons are no longer 
the only means of the war of annihila
tion in occupied Palestine. This war 
has become a pure decision of the 
American administration. When Bush 
describes terrorism of the Jewish state 
as ” legitimate self-defence”, the 
declared meaning is that the compre
hensive war is a plan led by general 
Zinnin and implemented by the notori
ous terrorist Sharon. And when Arab 
leaders beg Bush’s administration to 
protect Palestinian president Yasser 
Arafat, it is so evident that the Arab 
reply to Sharon’s crimes and war of 
annihilation in occupied Palestine 
must begin in Washington, specifically 
at the White House.

The American administration hin
ders the international community’s 
movement, agreements and institutions 
in their pursuit to condemning terror
ism of the Zionist state and to incrimi
nate the brutality of massacres in the 
Sharonite war. The same administra
tion prevents international organisa
tions from playing their moral and 
humane role in protecting a defence
less people against pitched severity of 
the most sophisticated American 
weapons.

International agreements and con

ventions oblige Arab regimes to retali
ate the decision of war declared from 
inside the White House against the 
Palestinian defenceless people. U.N. 
and security council resolutions also 
define that the reply should be directed 
towards the American policy, as the 
only power supporting the Zionist enti
ty with finance, weapons and siding 
with its crimes. American policy also 
prevents providing protection for the 
Palestinian people and supporting their 
legitimate rights stipulated in interna
tional community will and legitimacy 
of its charters and resolutions of its 
organizations.

The writer urges the Arab regimes to 
boycott the United States in protest to 
its violations of the international legit
imacy in occupied Palestine. He also 
urges the Arab regimes to respond to 
calamities of the Palestinian people at 
the hands of the Zionist occupation 
forces, providing them with means and 
elements that help them defend them
selves against crimes of genocide they 
are now facing.

As-Sahwa weekly 4 
April 2002.

Main headlines:

_ Zionist war machine kills the 
Palestinians, Arab armies confront 
demonstrators

_ Yemeni journalists demand expul
sion of U.S. ambassador

_ Islah withdraws from local council 
in Hadramaut

Editorial of the newspaper by its edi
tor in chief says that in 1956 the now 
Israeli prime minister Ariel Sharon 
pledged that he would burn any 
Palestinian child born in the area 
because those children presence would 
mean continuation of new coming 
Palestinian generations. He had further 
mentioned that even if he would lose 
all posts and became an ordinary 
Israeli citizen he would bur any 
Palestinian he would encounter on 
street and would have him tortured to 
death.

Throughout more than half a century 
Sharon has kept loyal and committed 
to what he had promised. The impor
tant thing in this regard is to compre
hend that the question is not merely 
personal intentions of both Zionist and 
Arab systems but rather two approach
es or styles governed by the same sys
tematicness. With all the Zionist arro
gance against Arab and Islamic peo
ples, the Arab regimes have been one 
of the means of this arrogance whether 
they are aware of it or not. Absence of 
democracy, keeping rules of emer
gency alive, coirrupting political life 
and impoverishing the society are fac
tors making the Zionist arrogance live 
and thrive.

Annas weekly, 1 
April 2002.

Main headlines:

_ Yasser Arafat faces physical liqui
dation danger

_ Miyad: Abolishing automobile 
customs, an economic revolution

_ Students face internal terrorism, 
condemn Israel’s terror

Columnist Sadeq Nasher says in his 
article alone Yasser Arafat and the 
entire Palestinian people deserve to be 
protector of the Arab Islamic nation 
honour that is exposed to offending. 
Following the bloody events in the 
Palestinian city of Ramalla and other 
Palestinian authority cities and areas 
during the past several days the Arab 
nation’s dignity has been treated with 
contempt.

The writer queries about when the 
Arab nation leaders would wake up 
and release themselves from the illu-

sive thinking that the United States of 
America alone can bring 
Arabs. America and  id-
ered as one state and the
ence between them. Both Sharon and 
Bush are two sides of the same coin. 
The Arabs should not believe that 
peace comes from America, the gun is 
the only means that is able to achieve 
peace not the illusions that Arabs have 
been depending on throughout all these 
years.

26 September 
weekly, organ of 
Yemeni Armed 
Forces, 4 April 
2002.

Main headlines:

_ Yemeni, Arab wrath versus Zionist 
massacres in Palestine

_ Yemeni working paper at Arab for
eign ministers emergency meeting 
in support of the Intifadha 
Kidnapper of the German engineer 
sentenced to death
Arab angry masses demand open 
borders before volunteers to fight 
by side of the Palestinians, Sever 
all ties with Zionist enemy, 
Support intifadha with funds, men, 
arms

_ Yemeni defence minister discusses 
with Belgian counterpart develop
ment of bilateral cooperation

_ Yemen takes part in Arab 
Parliamentary Union emergency 
meeting

The newspaper’s political editor 
writes the Zionist entity would not 
have been able to perpetrate this degree 
of crime and brutality and step its ter
rorism against the defenceless 
Palestinian people had it not been for 
the American blind bias to Israel.

At any rate we do not think that the 
United States that the policy it is fol

lowing in the Middle East would make 
it lose its status at the international 
level. America faced misfortune on 11 
September events and received the 
whole world sympathy and it was sup
posed that it would not put itself at 
biased and extremist positions towards 
Israel and its terrorist practices because 
this would undoubtedly make it lose its 
credibility and damage its interests in 
the Arab region, as has been expressed 
by the Arab masses in all Arab capitals.

The American administration must 
listen to the voice of Arab masses and 
think of it and its demands in order to 
adopt more just stands towards what is 
going on of Zionist organized acts of

terror and atrocities against the 
Palestininan people. It should carry out 
what it should, i.e. not to be biased to 
Israel and bless what criminal acts and 
annihilation Sharon is perpetrating by 
considering the legitimate Palestinian 
resistance as terrorism. The difference 
between terrorism and peoples’ right to 
resistance and self-defence against 
invaders and occupation. The 
Palestinian resistance does not go 
beyond the frame of legitimate resist
ance in defence of their freedom and 
for liberating their land and establish
ing their independent state with Al- 
Quds as its capital.

Temporary Access to the

TAJ SHEBA
Due to laying of a sewage pipeline undertaken by the 

Municipal Authorities, we request you to 
kindly follow the directions mentioned below 

for easy access to The Taj Sheba.
We thank you for your continued patronage.
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Improve Your English
Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
Associate Professor
College of Education, Mahweet
ramakantasahu@yahoo.com

1. What to say

Situations and Expressions (11): 
Expressing joy

A
ll of us feel excited to get a delightful 
news. We feel euphoric or overjoyed. 
We feel at that moment we are on top 
of the world. Our heart is full and our joys 

know no bounds. Even when we receive a 
greeting card on a joyous occasion like 
birthday, wedding anniversary, we feel a 
sense of gratitude for our well wishers(s) for 
their kind remembrance. In such and similar 
situations we need to use appropriate 
expressions that adequately express our 
emotion without sacrificing modesty or 
humility. Lets now look at some of the 
expressions which are considered apt to 
signal our mood of joy.

I'm delighted. I don’t know how to thank 
you for this magnificent news.
My heart leaps up in joy. I don’t know 
what to say.
Oh! I can’t believe it. I feel I'm on top of 
the world.
Really! My long cherished dream has 
come true. Thank God.
My heart is full. I’m speechless.
You’re God’s good angel to bring me this 
good news. I don’t know how to thank 
you.
The world suddenly seems a paradise. 
The world now looks so colorful, so 
wonderful, so various, so full.
I can’t believe that I have got such a 
prestigious award.
Oh! Feel so elated.
Great! Unforgettable.
Great! This is the news of the day.
What a surprise! I never fancied I’d top 
the list.
Oh! So nice of you to have sent the 
greeting.
Thanks a lot for sending the lovely card. 
So thoughtful of you to have 
remembered our wedding anniversary. 
Thanks.
I’m extremely glad that you have passed 
the exam with flying colors. Keep it up. 
I’m exceedingly happy that you got the 
job despite a very tough competition.
My joy knows no bounds at the grand 
news.
Great to know that you’re blessed with a 
bonnie boy.

II. How to say it correctly.
Correct errors, if any, in the following 
sentences.
1. The whole area is replete with level 

crossings.
2. Senior teachers are being relieved of 

their services in contravention of 
university regulations.

3. The Director is a far relation of mine.
4. The book on Yemen’s unification is a 

laudable attempt to rehabilitate history.
5. Fish are now being reared on a 

commercial scale in the ponds of our 
village.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. He accepted responsibility for the errors 

committed by others.

2. We should pay (show) old men more 
respect.

3. There is a very comprehensive 
(informative) book for all students of 
the subject.

4. Have you made your reservation in the 
train for your journey?

5. His presence is highly desirable 
(urgently required) at the next meeting.

III. How to express it in one word
1. Violent or unconstitutional change in 

government by military force.
2. Man and his wife.
3. Two lines of verse equal in length and 

with rhyme.
4. Ticket which enables somebody to 

receive something or do something.
5. Messenger conveying news or 

important papers.

Solutions to last week's questions.
1. Traveler through outer space in a 

spacecraft: Cosmonaut
2. Group of persons associated with 

common interests: Coterie
3. Having a common boundary:

Coterminous
4. Long bedlike seat for sitting or lying on 

during the day: Couch
5. Group of persons appointed or elected 

to manage the affairs of the government: 
Council

IV. Grammar and Composition
a) Grammar
Complete the request for each situation
1. You want to borrow YR200 from a friend 

to buy a book.
Can I ...?

2. You want your classmate to call a taxi for 
you after the class.
Would you mind...?

3. You want to switch off the light of the 
room before going to bed.
Is it ok if ...?

4. You want to use a friend’s mobile phone.
Do you mind if ...?

5. You want to request your friend to 
accompany you to the market.
I was wondering if ...?

b) idioms and phrases
Use the following phrases in sentences 
of your own.
1. Turn something to one’s advantage.
2. On the advent of,
3. Act on somebody's advice.
4. Under the aegis of.
5. Afford to.

c) Words commonly confounded 
Differentiate between the following pairs 
of words
1. amplify, exemplify
2. angle, angel
3. Anglomania, Anglophobia
4. annual, annuity
5. allude, elude

Answers to last week’s questions
a) Composition

LITTLE MASTERS CLUB
In connection with celebration of our 10th

Anniversary, the club will hold a painting 
exhibition on Saturday, 23rd February at 
8PM at Town hall. All members are welcome 
to attend. Members can bring friends. There 
will be a small charge of YR50 per person to 
cover snacks and tea. Children are free. If 
you are coming, please inform the secretary 
by 10th February.

b) Idioms and Phrases
1. admiration for: We have great 

admiration for the teachers in our 
faculty.

2. admit to (confess): I must admit to 
feeling embarrassed.

3 admit of (leave room for): Your 
statement admits of no other 
interpretation,

4. in advance (before place or time): We 
must book our seats in the restaurant in 
advance.

5. take advantage of (use something 
profitably for one's own benefit): We 
should take advantage of the modern 
technology to acquire knowledge.

c) Words commonly confounded
1. amend (vt) (improve): You must amend 

your ways
commend (vt) (praise): His work was 
highly commended

2. allay (vt) (make fears less): I want to 
allay your fears about security in Yemen, 
alley (n) (narrow passage between 
buildings): This is a blind alley.
alloy (n) (mixture of metals): This vessel 
is made of an alloy of metals.

3. alliance (n) (association or connection): 
The Northern Alliance Forces triumphed 
over Talibans in Afghanistan.
reliance (n) (trust, confidence): I have 
great reliance on my doctor.

4. amity (n) (friendly relations): We should 
have a relationship based on amity with 
our neighbors.
enmity (n): Don’t have enmity with any 
one.

V. Pearls from Holy Quran

Seek
Allah’s help With 

patient perseverance 
And prayer: It is indeed 

hard, except to those 
who are humble. 

Who bear in mind the certainty 
that they are to meet their 
Lord, and that they are to 

return to Him.
S 2 (A 45-46)

VI. Words of Wisdom
“Teach me to feel another's woe. 
To hide the fault I see, 
That mercy I to others show, 
That mercy show to me.”

YOUTH FORUM
Forget Me Not!
In air, sea , and desert I 
always remember you , 
In Mountains or valleys 
my heart still longs for 
you, 
I'm thirsty for your love, Oh, honey 
your lips are sweeter
Than anything on earth, even the 
Holy Water, 
My heartfelt greetings to you 
Whenever the sun rises and birds sing 
songs
However lonely, you live in my heart 
And sleeplessness becomes my Art 
Forgive me,there's no mercy in your 
heart
Though you made me fly very high. 
To the end of my life I'll not separate 
from her
To the last breath I'll not leave her 
Whatever she did I’d forgive her 
Oh,I shall never ever forget her.

Alallah Al-Ballol./ Eng. Dep, 
High Institute, Sana'a

Good Bye to Tears
Why you leave me 

alone?
Have you seen another 

world?
In fact that is fate and

nearby away
Doubt that the stars are fire
Doubt that the sun does move 
Doubt that the truth be a liar 
But never doubt my love.

O dear soul! I am ill at these numbers 
I have no art to reckon my groans 
But that I love you the most

I didn’t say bye, but nearly meet 
I still love you though you’re away.

Najeeb Abdullah Faissal 
Level 3, Arts, Ibb

My Mother
My mother! How much I love her
I long to see her
I earn to meet her. and kiss her hand 
My mother is full of love 
My mother is Allah’s gift to me 
And the soul of fragrance 
I breathe her incense
My mother is the most beautiful 

woman
It appears in her bright face
My mother is happiness and light 

incarnate
My God! Help me to satisfy her, give 

me her satisfaction
Eiman Sharaf

Level 3 
Faculty of Education 

Al-Mahweet

Love and Peace
Away, away flew my dove, 
Looking for an unreal place, 
Wants peace, quiet and love, 
Went to kill a wild space, 
Higher... Higher... too far above, 
No home is there, nor a place.

For you only I am here... O dear, 
No eyes have I nor one ear, 
Come back to me... wipe this tear, 
Break this dark... break that fear.

Amal Ali Uthman
Level IV 

Faculty of Arts 
Dept. of English, Sana’a University

TIMES QUIZ (24)
Questions
1. Which creature can look in two 

directions simultaneously?
a) Crocodile
b) Aligator
c) Chameleon
d) Agamid

2. Bamboo is a grass which flowers 
only once in its life span. It is 
called
a) annual
b) biennial
c) polyearpic
d) monocarpic

3. Most computers understand 
programs written in
a) Natural English language
b) BASIC
c) Any high-level programming 
language
d) Machine language

4. Why do Eskimos eat more fat?
a) Fats provide heat to protect them 
against cold
b) To become stronger
c) To become more intelligent
d) Their taste buds are adapted to fat.

5. A layer of atmosphere having the 
‘Ozone layer’ is
a) Ionosphere
b) Troposphere
c) Mesosphere
d) Stratosphere

Solutions to Times Quiz (23)
1. Carbon dioxide is the atmospheric 

gas that strongly absorbs the heat 
energy and retards relative cooling of 
the earth.

2. The minimum temperature ever 
recorded on Antarctica is -88 C

3. When an organism is benefited 
without affecting the other, it is 
called Commensalism.

4. An anaemic person having a low 
haemoglobin content is advised a 
mineral intake of Iron.

5. I. Gutenberg is the inventor of the 
printing press.

Horoscope
by Boadachia

Aries (Mar 21 - Apr 19)
You have a small flame 
growing that needs lots of 
patience and tending. Once 
you commit yourself, the fire 
is going to be so raging 
you're going to amaze 
yourself.

Taurus (Apr 20 - May 20)
It’s critical that you allow your 
disobedient side to take over. 
There will be someone, 
themselves rebellious, who 
can help guide you toward 
more unruly behavior.

Gemini (May 21 - Jun 20)
You are about to make a big 
choice and you can't decide. 
Talk to others who have been 
there and know that you can 
never be sure which choice 
is the right one

Cancer (Jun 21 - Jul 22)
You're not prone to being a 
leader, but it's time. Find the 
spiritual and character traits 
in leaders you respect, and 
then begin building your own 
character strengths for 
leadership.

Leo (Jul 23 - Aug 22)
Some strange little spirit 
named Yojo told me to tell 
you that rather than being 
part of the pack right now, 
you need to go it alone and 
make a journey by yourself.

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sepr 22)
You are standing at the 
gateway to joy. To open it 
you need to have the keys to 
passion, a thirst and quest 
for mad love, and some 
spiritual strength.

Libra (September 23 - 
October 22)
Think long and hard about a 
third party who is interfering 
and getting in the way of you 
and someone you are close 
to. That person needs to go.

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21)
Virtual reality is something 
we are still exploring, but we 
now know how awesome 
and powerful it can be. Are 
you exploring your untapped 
capabilities?

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 
21)
Pop-psychology will offer the 
hypothesis that you are a 
direct replica of your parents. 
Try the theory that you are 
highly specialized and 
unique.

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19) 
Don't believe something 
simply because you have 
heard it, because it is 
rumored by many, or 
because it is found in your 
religious books. Believe 
yourself.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18)
The focus of your life is on 
increasing the number of 
people who can provide you 
with the unlimited resources 
you need to advance 
yourself.

Pisces (Febr19 - Mar 20) 
Burn out the pain, it’s a toxin 
to you. Sweat it out, go on a 
fast, just work it out of your 
system somehow.
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MUS'ID & MUS'IDA
First Ever Yemeni Radio Series published in a newspaper

Written by
Abdulrahman Mutahhar

Translated by 
Janet Watson

8 Pollution
Ma - Now I would just like to know 
whether you are really a citizen like 
everyone else, or whether you’re a 
representative of the government. I’ve 
no idea which, Mus’id.
M - What on earth do you mean, a 
representative of the government?
Ma - I don’t know. Ask yourself! You 
woke me up first thing this morning 
upsetting the garage mechanic. Poor 
man! He’s only trying to make a living 
for himself and his family. No one does 
what you do unless they’ve been 
commissioned by the state!
M - Are you trying to say that I can only 
stop someone doing something wrong 
if I’ve been commissioned by the state, 
or what, Mus’ida?
Ma - I’m not thinking about anything in 
particular, but you have no right to be 
so arrogant and aggressive towards the 
poor garage mechanic when all he’s 
trying to do is earn an honest living for 
himself and his children.
M - The way you’re talking you'd think 

I’d approached him with five mates 
carrying automatic weapons by their 
sides, Mus’idih?
Ma - If you ever did manage to get 
mates with automatic weapons and 
bombs with you being so stupid and 

disagreeable, you’d run people over 
like a mad bull! But God is merciful, and 
made sure you didn’t have that power.

M - First of all, understand what’s 
going on before you go making 
accusations! I went over to the garage 
mechanic and spoke to him perfectly 
politely. I said to him, ‘The people of this 
neighbourhood had to petition the state 
for two years to get them to asphalt our 
street.’ Do you see, or not?
Ma - The state agreed and paved the 
streets of our neighbourhood, then 
each of us had the pavement in front of 
our houses paved.
M - Exactly! So after all this asphalting 

and paving, our neighbourhood 
became clean and something to be 
proud of. Now it is up to everyone here, 
young or old, to maintain this level of 
cleanliness.
Ma - Quite so! But it is not right for you 
to attack the garage mechanic and tell 
him if he doesn’t get out of the 
neighbourhood you’ll have his 
workshop closed down and have him 
arrested! Why? Who on earth do you 
think you are? Pride is forbidden by 
God, and being spiteful is typical of 
scorpions, not men!
M - God preserve us! Can we stop this 

stupid talk? I’m trying to tell you that I 
spoke to the garage mechanic as 
politely and with as much respect as I 
could muster. I told him that every man, 
woman and child in the neighbourhood 
had decided that we had to maintain 
the level of cleanliness we now had in 
the area, by not dropping any rubbish 
or litter; and at the end, we said that 
everyone was responsible for cleaning 
the pavement in front of his own house. 
And you, mate, have come and 
smeared the street, and the pavement, 
and the walls with oil and grease and 
diesel. And this type of pollution not 
only makes the streets and the 
pavements and the walls look 
disgusting, it also ruins the soil and will 
probably leak into our drinking water 
too!
Ma - You're absolutely right, and this is 
something we all have to understand, 
but you should lay off interfering until 
you’re actually made a representative 
of the government so that you can 
attack more effectively, Mus’id.
M - Stop going on about responsibility 

and representation and attacking. As a 
citizen, it’s my duty to make other 
people realise they need to abide by 
basic laws of cleanliness.
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NASA to attempt shuttle launch monday
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla, (Reuters) - 

NASA set Monday as the new launch date for 
sptice shuttle Atlantis, buying time for 
Kennedy Space Center workers to repair a 
major fuel leak that grounded an earlier 
launch attempt, the space agency said on 
Friday.

The leak of highly volatile hydrogen from a 
16-inch aluminum vent pipe, part of a system 
that feeds super-cold liquid hydrogen and liq
uid oxygen into the orbiter, was discovered on 
Thursday as the shuttle was being readied for 
liftoff as early as Sunday.

The two sub-zero gases mix in the shuttle's 
engines to provide the explosive thrust that 
helps lift the 4.5-million-pound shuttle into 
space.

About an hour into the three-hour tanking 
process, a launch engineer spotted a huge 
hydrogen cloud billowing out from a pipe that 
runs along the mobile launch platform on 
which the shuttle sits until liftoff.

NASA blamed the problem on 
"cryoshock," the sudden contraction of the 
pipe when exposed to the cold hydrogen. A 
1/8-inch tear opened along a welded seam 
and the countdown clock was stopped within 
a minute.

The extra day now gives workers more 
time to build a scaffold up to the ruptured 
pipe and weld a patch around it. NASA said

the pipe probably would be replaced after this 
launch.

"Sunday might have been doable, but it 
would have been uncomfortably tight," said 
NASA spokesman George Diller.

The incident came soon after NASA was 
warned by an independent safety committee 
that it needs to upgrade facilities at the 
Kennedy Space Center or risk the safety of 
astronauts and ground crews.

NASA's independent Aerospace Safety 
Advisory Panel said in March that the space 
agency too often sacrifices facility upgrades 
to make up for budget cuts to the shuttle pro
gram and recommended the agency spend 
$600 million on repairs.

NASA said the orbiter was not at risk dur
ing this leak because the concentrations of the 
highly flammable hydrogen in the outside air 
were not great enough to cause an explosion. 
The seven Atlantis astronauts were not on 
board the spacecraft when the leak occurred.

Atlantis is headed for the International 
Space Station to continue construction on the 
orbiting outpost.

NASA said the launch would come 
between 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. EDT on Monday 
but did not give a precise time, part of a new 
NASA initiative to thwart potential attacks. 
The official time will be announced 24 hours 
before launch.

The space shuttle Atlantis is shown on launch pad 39B at the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral early April 
4, 2002, before mission managers postponed launch because of a leaking hydrogen vent pipe. NASA set April 8 as 
the new launch date for Atlantis, buying time for Kennedy Space Center workers to repair the major fuel leak. Photo 
by Nasa/Reuters

Microsoft warns against 
illegal use of 

computer programs
Expressing disappointment at the 

wide-spread of illegal coping of com
puter software without the permission 
of its rightful owners, Mr. Gawad al- 
Reedh, warned against pirating with 
software at a workshop organized by 
the company’s office at the Sana’a 
University on April 4.

Mr. Gawad urged on computer users 
to purchase only original computer pro
grams and use software only as provid
ed in the accompanying license agree
ment.

“Users should be aware that it is 
generally illegal to purchase a single set

of software and load it onto more than 
one computer or to rent, copy or distrib
ute the software or its manuals. You 
should make sure you buy software 
from authorized channels or you get 
original diskettes or CDs and you have 
obtained a license agreement,” he said.

Mr. Mohamad Jarrar, sales manager 
of Microsoft in Yemen gave an open 
presentation in which he gave a chance 
to attendance to ask frankly about 
Microsoft ware and products.

He said the event was the second of 
its kind to be organized in Yemen. "We 
have done one before but for business

companies,” he said.
He expressed hopes to organize simi

lar conferences every year revealing the 
company’s intention to organize a sem
inar in Aden in the next couple of days.

He also revealed the company’s plans 
and intention to make make Microsoft 
ware available at very reasonable 
prices for students and academic insti
tutions.

Overture sues 
Google for patent 

infringement
PALO ALTO, Calif. (Reuters) - 

Internet advertising company 
Overture Services Inc. OVER.O said 
Friday it sued search engine Google, 
alleging that Google's system for fea
turing paid advertisements infringes 
an Overture patent.

The action follows a lawsuit by 
Overture, formerly known as 
goto.com, earlier this year against a 
smaller search site called 
FindWhat.com over the same issue.

Overture pioneered the "paid list
ings" advertising business model, in 
which companies buy certain search 
terms to assure their name will appear 
when a consumer enters that term in 
its search engine.

While other forms of Internet 
advertising have floundered, the paid 
listings model has flourished as com
panies seek a relatively inexpensive 
way to reach a targeted audience.

Overture's search results, which 
lists ads on a variety of terms from 
"flowers" to "porn." are featured on 
several popular Internet sites like 
AltaVista and Yahoo.

Overture, based in Pasadena. 
California, is profitable and its rev
enues are growing rapidly. Recently 
other search sites have started offer
ing paid listings as a way to make 
more money from online advertising.

Google, which operates a popular 
Internet search engine offering non
commercial results from all over the 
Web, also sells paid listings and more 
recently indicated it was expanding 
that part of its business.

In February, Overture stock suf
fered a steep decline after the Internet 
service provider EarthLink Inc. 
ELNK.O decided not to renew a part
nership with Overture and signed up 
with Google instead.

In a brief statement Friday, Google 
said that it was not surprised by the 
lawsuit but that it had determined it 
did not "infringe any valid claim" of 
Overture.

Dell exec planned to sell 
$2.9 million in stock

WASHINGTON 
(Reuters) - Dell 
Computer Corp. 
DELL.O Vice 
Chairman James
Vanderslice planned to sell $2.9 mil
lion of stock in the No. 1 personal 
computer maker, according to a reg
ulatory filing released on Friday.
Vanderslice filed with the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission a notification he 
intended to sell 110,000 shares 
granted as restricted shares in 1999

by the Round Rock, 
Texas-based com
pany.
It was not immedi
ately known if the 

shares had been sold. A company 
spokesman was not immediately 
available.
According to the filing, he had not 
sold any shares in the three months 
prior to the filing, which is dated 
April l.Dell shares were down 26 
cents at $26.48 in afternoon trading 
on Nasdaq.

SabaFon Celebrates Crossing 
100,000 Customers Landmark 
Thank you to all the 100,000 Customers that joined SabaFon Family!!!
The first GSM Company in Yemen is again the FIRST in achieving 
this target. Your overwhelming support and tolerance has made 
us proud of serving you as the favorite cellular GSM in Yemen!!!

SabaFon is committed to continue expanding its GSM Network 
coverage in Yemen. A major network expansion plan is underway 
to multiply our capacity. This guarantees enhanced coverage, 
exceptional clarity and quality for our valuable customers.

SabaFon is proud to be associated with YOU.

goto.com
FindWhat.com
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Sheraton
Kicks off

Fourth Tennis 
Tournament
The Sheraton Sana’a Hotel kicked off 

on Friday April 5 the Fourth Tennis 
Tournament.

The opening ceremony was attended 
by a number of diplomats, officials as 
well as Tournament participants who 
started the game after the ceremony. 
Players were divided into groups, men 
single, mixed double, and men double, 
then the first session was started.

The British Ambassador, Mrs. 
Francis Guy, the Arab Bank Regional 
Manager, Mr. Mahdi Alwi, Russian 
officials, Levon. Aslavian, and Vera 
Savelien are among the participants.

The event is will last until April 19.
It is sponsored by Yemenia, Arab 

Bank, Rolex Watches Agency. Sam 
Electronics and Coca Cola.

Kazakhstan
Leads China 2-1 
in Davis Cup Tie

Xinhuanet 2002-04-06 23:02:07 
WUHAN. Hubei Province, April 6 
(Xinhuanet) — Kazakhstan Takes a 2-1 
lead over China after losing Saturday's 
doubles match in their Davis Cup 
Asia/Oceania zone group two. second 
round tie.

In today's doubles. Xu Ran/Zeng 
Shauxuan of China edged Dias

Doskarayev/Alexey Kedriouk of 
Kazakhstan 6-4, 6-0. 7-6 (7-1).

China's Wang Yu lost to Alexey 
Kedriouk of Kazakhstan 3-6, 2-6,7-6 
(7-4). 6-2, 0-6 and his teammate Zhu 
Benqiang lost to Dias Doskarayev 6-2, 
3-6, 3-6. 4-6 in Friday's singles. 
Enditem

Igelstrom swims third World Record 
in short-course championships

Sweden's Emma Igetstrom won the 
women's 100-meter breaststroke and 
set her third world record Saturday at 
the World short-course Swimming 
Championships here.

Yana Klochkova of Ukraine 
snatched her third gold of the meet in 
the 200m medley and Therese 
Alshammar also took a third gold for 
her role in Sweden’s victory in the 
4x100m women's freestyle relay.

Australian swimmers clinched both 
of the evening's golds for men: Matt 
Welsh in the 50m backstroke and 
Geoff Huegill in the 50m butterfly.

Igelstrom, who also set a world 
record in the 50m breaststroke and 
contributed to Sweden's 4x100m med
ley relay record.

She clocked 1 minute 5.38 seconds 
in the 100m breaststroke, 0. 02 seconds 
ahead of the old record set in 1999 by 
Penelope Heyns.

Defending champion Sarah Poewe 
took the silver and China's Luo 
Xuejuan came in third Klochkova's 
versatility earlier brought her golds in 
both the 400m freestyle and the 400m 
medley. She dominated the 200m med
ley final and finished in 2:08.82.

American Gabrielle Rose was in sec
ond and Oksana Verevka of Russia 
took the bronze.

In the women's 4x100m freestyle 
relay. Sweden clocked 3:35.09 for the 
gold. Australia finished second in 
3:35.97, followed by China in 3:36.18.

In the night's semifinals at the 
Olimpisky sports complex, two swim
mers set championship records: Haley 
Cope of the United States in the 50m 
backstroke with 27.56 and Ukraine's 
Oleg Lisogor swam the 50m breast
stroke in 26.86. Enditem

Kazakhstan leads China 2-1 
in Davis Cup Tie

By Tara FitzGerald

MOSCOW (Reuters) - Marat Safin 
and Yevgeny Kafelnikov steered 
Russia into the Davis Cup semifinals 
on Saturday, clinching a crunch dou
bles match against Sweden to stretch 
into an unassailable 3-0 lead.

The pair fought out the doubles tie 
against Thomas Johansson and Jonas 
Bjorkman over five sets and more than 
three-and-a-half hours on the red clay 
of Moscow's Luzhniki Sports Palace, 
in a match that could have gone either 
way right up to the last minute.

The hosts finally secured victory 3-6 
7-6 6-7 7-5 6-3 in a thrilling exhibition 
of textbook volleying from the Swedes 
and power serving from the Russians.

"We had our chances in this match, 
but I don't think we took them at the 
right time," said a disappointed 
Johansson, the winner of this year's 
Australian Open.

"Yevgeny was returning really, real
ly well the whole time and Safin came 
out with the shots when they were 
needed. It was disappointing as I felt 
we were the better team for four sets."

The Swedes, with doubles specialist 
Bjorkman, initially looked to be the 
neater and more technically precise 
side, putting up an impressive, coordi
nated display at the net and covering 
the court comprehensively.

But the Russians, physically a big
ger and more powerful side, grew in 
confidence and aggression as the 
match wore on. their spirits boosted by 
a vocal and excitable home crowd.

HARD-FOUGHT VICTORY
Kafelnikov said the battle had been 

hard fought right to the end. with two 
sets going to tiebreaks, and said the 
Russians had not taken anything for 
granted.

"Frankly, I don't think there was a 
turning point per se. We played the 
match point by point and we eventual
ly won 6-3 in the last set," he said.

"We were both fully motivated for 
this game and gave it 100 percent. We 
fully understood that if we won the 
doubles then that would be it, fin
ished."

Friday, Kafelnikov and Safin both

won their singles matches against 
Thomas Enqvist and Johansson giving 
the Russians a 2-0 lead going into the 
doubles.

Former world number one and 2000 
U.S. Open champion Safin, who has 
often been accused of not taking the 
sport seriously enough, joked 
Saturday's victory meant they could 
now enjoy the weekend.

"We wanted to finish today because 
it's Saturday, so now we can relax and 
enjoy ourselves." he said.

Kafelnikov. 28. who has made no 
secret of the fact he would like a Davis 
Cup title before quitting the sport, 
joked about his retirement date.

"I’m just sure it (retirement) will 
happen in the first week of December 
when we win the Davis Cup," he 
laughed.

Russia, who are currently sixth in 
the Davis Cup rankings, will play 
either Argentina or Croatia for a place 
in the 2002 Davis Cup final.

Russian team captain Shamil 
Tarpischev said if they were to play the 
Argentine claycourters "it won't be on 
a slow surface."

MEGEVE WATCH
“The beauty that came in from the Cold”

Philippe Charriol enjoys privileged ties 
with the charming mountain resort of 
MEGEVE, where he has spent his 
vacations for many years.

Appreciating its genuine character and 
discreet chic, he built close sentimental 
ties with the town, which resulted in an 
agreement with the municipal 
authorities to design and market a very 
special watch. Its style and name, 
MEGEVE, were to be a reflection of this 
magnificent site, at the foot of the Mont 
Blanc massif, the elegance of its 
international clientele, and its exceptional 
alpine architecture invented in the 1930s.

All these emotions were to be translated 
into a rather feminine, luxury watch, one 
that was to be more a piece of jewelry than 
a sports model, in 
yellow 18 kt gold, 
rose gold, or steel. 
This intuition was 
the guiding light 
behind the creation 
of the CHARRIOL 
MEGEVE watch, 
serving as a natural 
inspiration for its 
design and look.

At first glance, MEGEVE appears as a 
three-dimensional perspective of an 
articulating triangular assembly, framing a 

rectangular case. The perspective of an 
alpine scene, in a way...
The carved sapphire crystal perfectly 
espouses the triangular profile of the 
case, leaving visible the grey mother-of- 
pearl dial decorated with cabochons.

The “Tombe la neige” dial, with white 
diamonds sprinkled around a snowy sky 
background in grey mother-of-pearl, is 
particularly evocative of the inspiration 
behind the MEGEVE watch.
It is something completely different, and 
its evocative power gives the MEGEVE 
watch its total conceptual dimension and 
full symbolic meaning.

MEGEVE WITH SNAKESKIN
A superb chose of colorful snakeskin 
straps, blue, green or fuchsia completes 

the collection of 
different models 
in steel and 
diamond, or croco 
beige for the ones 
in solid gold and 
diamond.

The CHARRIOL 
MEGEVE watch 
is designed for the 

inspired woman, who seeks, through its 
distinctive and exclusive character, a 
strong message of harmony, luxury and 
absolute elegance.
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Egyptian women: then and now
Dr. Safaa Hassanin
Spouse of Dr. Khaled EIKomy 
Ambassador of Egypt to 
Yemen

T
hose who know about the his
tory of Egypt - of all its ages - 
realize that women have had 
an important role in both 
Ancient and Modern Egypt.

Names like, Hatchibsut, Nefertiti (which 
means the pretty is coming) and Nefertari 
(which means the most beautiful among 
beautiful women), are names of queens who 
ruled or helped rule old Egypt.

Moreover, the stories of Isis, Osiers and 
Horus, although they are legendary stories, 
tell us about the important status and role of 
ancient Egyptian women.

These legends suggest women in Ancient 
Egypt were entrusted with planning and run
ning society, protecting national security, and 
needless to say, raising families and other 
sacred duties.

Noticing the respected status of women in 
Ancient Egypt, after Islam came to Egypt, 
women obtained more rights status thanks to 
what God gave her through Islam. For exam
ple, a woman keeps her economic status. And 
she keeps her maiden name, unlike many

parts of the Western World.
While the status of women in Egypt, both 

before and after Islam, remained dignified 
through different ages, here status did weak
en, along with other social aspects, during 
Memlouk and Ottoman empires, which saw 
political, economic and social poverty all 
over Egypt.

At the beginning of the 20th Century, 
Kassem Amin, a social reformist, sparked a 
movement to liberate Egyptian women from 
social, cultural, and intellectual oppression.

A few years later, led by Saad Zaghloul, 
the Revolution of 1919 erupted. Zaghloul’s 
wife Safeya, played an essential role to 
include the liberation of Egyptian women 
within the goals of the national revolution.

Since then, Egyptian women have again 
started to regain their status. With the 
Revolution of 1952, which considered educa
tion “As important as water and air”, accord
ing to Taha Hussein’s appeal, the Egyptian 
government secured free education, and 
medical care for everyone. This enabled 
Egyptian women to stand next to her husband 
on equal footing, with fair chances to become 
a doctor, teacher, researcher, scientist, 
ambassador or minister with no restrictions.

Education is, in fact, key to liberate. 
Without, there can be no liberation.

What’s important for women in Yemen to
realize is that 
while it’s easy 
to believe 
many things, 
what matters 
is the actions 
of people and 
a society. 
They should 
understand 
that as they 
also seek to 
find their own 
fair status.

Shamil Bank of Bahrain 
and Yemen inaugurated

S
hamil Bank of 
Bahrain and 
Yemen was offi
cially inaugurat
ed in Sana’a 

March 1 2002.
The official inauguration 

was attended by the Chief 
Executive of Shamil Bank of 
Bahrain, Dr. Saeed al-Mortan, 
the Head of the Board of 
Directors, Ahmed Abu Bakr

Bazra’a and the General 
Manager, Mohammed Najeeb.

In a statement to the Yemen 
Times the Vice General 
Manager, Ezzaddeen Heba said 
the new Shamil Bank of 
Bahrain and Yemen would con
stitute a vital part to support the 
banking sector in Yemen and 
widen new horizons for 
Yemen-Bahrain joint invest
ment.

Yemeni-Japanese Friendship 
Association head quarter inaugurated

T
he Yemeni- 
Japanese 
Friendship 
Association 
headquarter 
and the Tuberculosis 
Association and Women 

Charitable Society were 
officially inaugurated on 
March 31 2002.
The inauguration cere
mony was attended by the 
Minister of Planning and 
Development, Dr. Ahmed 
Sofan and the Chairman of the 
Association, Mohammed 
Mobarak.

The Chairman of the Society 
delivered a speech dealing with 
the Yemeni-Japanese friend

ship.
It was also attended by the 
Foreign Minister, Dr. Abu Bakr 
al-Qerbi, the Japanese 
Ambassador to the Republic of 
Yemen, the Secretary General. 
Ahmed al-Khowlani, Mr. 
Mohammed Al-Zubairi; 
Chairman of Yemen-Gulf 
Bank, and others.

HSAG to build a dock at 
Aden Harbor

The Hayel Saeed Anam Group of compa
nies will be building a big dock to receive 
huge ships at Aden seaport.

An agreement to this effect was singed on 
March 31 in Sana’a at the presence of the 
prime minister Abdulkader Bajammal.

The 250-meter long dock will cost about 
USD 30 million.

The agreement was signed between the 
Minister of Transportation and Sea Affairs, 
Mr. Saeed Yafea’ee and the General 
Manager of Harbors’ Authority, Mr. 
Ebraheem Abakr, and the Regional Manager 
of the Hayel Saeed Company, Mr. Rashad 
Hayel.
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