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Press gagged
By Mohammed Sallam 
Yemen Times Staff

Eight opposition parties issued 
a statement on May 31, calling 
for an immediate release of 
Abduraheem Mohsen. Mohsen 
is a journalist who was arrested 
on May 23rd, his present state is 
unknown.

The opposition parties have 
strongly condemned the arrest of 
Mohsen. The arrest was made 
because of his critical articles 
published in the Al-Thowri 
newspaper, the voice of the 
Yemeni Socialist Party.

“The illegal arrest of Mohsen 
is against the constitution and

the law which guarantee the 
freedom of expression,” the 
statement said.

The statement also called for a 
stop of the harassment of writers 
and journalists.

At the same time politicians, 
men-of-letters and human rights 
organizations are voicing their 
resentment over the persecution 
of journalists.

The Al-Thowri editor-in-chief 
Khaled Ebraheem, Abduraheem 
Mohsen and Ebraheem Hussien 
were sentenced to 5-month 
imprisonment. This came after 
the Information Minster brought 
a suit against the Al-Thowri 
newspaper for publishing arti-

cles that ‘stirred discord and 
sectarianism.’

“The judgment heavily relied 
on personal prejudice, this is a 
huge catastrophe on judicial

performance and a threat to the 
freedom of the media,” 
Ebraheem Hussien said to the 
Yemen Times.

Continued on page 3
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Tribal vengeance and the 
far powerful government

By Mohammed H. al-Qadhi 
Yemen Times Staff

An official report by the 
Shura council revealed that the 
victims of tribal vengeance in 
three provinces during last year 
were put at 15520. The report 
prepared by the Tribal 
Vengeance Committee (TVC) at 
the Shura council said tribal 
sheikhs have more influence 
than judiciary. The report said 
tribal vengeance wars claimed 
the lives of 610 in Sana’a, 581 
in Dhamar and 361 in Al-Baida 
last year. It pointed out that only 

20% of such problems are being 
dealt with in courts while the 
rest are at the hands of tribal 
influential figures.

Other governorates have not 
yet submitted their reports on 
tribal vengeance wars to the 
TVC.

The Shura council discussed 
last week this serious question 
of tribal vengeance, which rep
resents Yemenis major 
headache. The council presented 
its recommendation on solving 
this problem to President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh. It suggested 
that cease-fire is to be 

announced among all warring 
tribes so as to be able to tackle 
intricate and sophisticated issues 
of tribal vengeance.

President Saleh ordered the 
Shura council last year to focus 
on this issue.

A number of the Shura coun
cil’s members pointed out that 
there are major reasons behind 
this problem. Firearms are com
monly at the hands of the people 
as it is estimated that there are 
over 60 million pieces of differ
ent types of weapons in Yemen. 
Government’s control over some 
areas is very loose and its power 

is not felt by people. The judicial 
system is corrupt and people’s 
problems take a lot of time to be 
settled. People spend tens of 
years at courts.

The power of law is not there 
at all as influential figures could 
interfere to cripple the enact
ment of the law. The people at 
the power centers who are them
selves members of the tribal fab
ric work to enhance the tribal 
norms. They legislate and pass 
laws at the house of the repre
sentatives but in practice they 
apply their fossilized norms.

Continued on page 3

CSF says US has no right 
to issue reports on Yemen

The Civic Society Forum 
(CSF) held a seminar dedicated 
to discussing the aspects of the 
official reply to the US 
Department of State on human 
rights in Yemen. The seminar 
was run by the al-Qistas maga
zine in cooperation with the 
German Embassy in Sana’a.

Participants at the seminar 
highlighted the main topics men
tioned in the report and shared 
their views. They unanimously 
objected the United States self
appointment stand as the world 
human rights monitor in more 
than 191 countries except for the 
US, where no human rights vio

lations were reported. However, 
this year, the report includes a 
few violations perpetrated inside 
the United States.

Participants concluded that 
human rights violations in 
Yemen, for the most part, are not 
politically driven, and that most 
violations take place in police 

stations and private prisons run 
by sheikhs. Accordingly, they 
recommended that policemen 
should be instructed on the 
basics of human rights and their 
respective duties to avoid such 
violations.

Continued on page 3
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Three journalists given 5 months
A Yemeni court sentenced three 

journalists to five-month stay of execu
tion jail terms last Tuesday.

The three journalists, Abdulraheem 
Mohsen, Ibraheem Hussien and Khalid 
Salman were accused of writing arti
cles that incite sectarian and irrational 
sentiments endangering the unity of the 
country. The articles were published in 
the al-Thowri Weekly, organ of the 
Socialist Party last February.

The South Eastern Court of Sana’a 
headed by Judge, Mohammed M. al- 
Raimi sentenced the three writers to 
five months in jail. The court has held 
five hearings, since last march. The 
prosecution filed a case against the 
journalists on the basis of a letter from 
the Information Ministry.

Jamal al-Jobi the advocate for the 
journalists told the Yemen Times the 
verdict is welcomed, since it is a posi- 

tive step forward when people use the 
court to settle their scores. However, 
he said that the verdict might impair 
democracy and freedom of speech and 
expression.

Al-Jobi appealed the verdict request
ing the Judge to postpone judgment as 
Abduraheem Mohsen is still being held 
in prison by the Intelligence and 
nobody will know his fate for a few 
weeks.

Following Mohsen’s arrest, the 
opposition, mainly the Socialist Party 
accused the Yemeni Intelligence. They 
demanded, in a press statement, his 
immediate release and compensation 
for the material and mental stress he 
has been exposed to.

The opposition demanded the gov
ernment to stop persecuting the press 
and respect democracy.

Proctor & Gamble 
leaves the country

The US company Proctor & Gamble 
which started operations here in 1994 
recently decided to close down in 
Yemen. P&G’s leadership said the 
company had experienced losses since 
the beginning. However, other 
sources have confirmed that the com
pany had received threats from 
unknown groups.

Eyewitness told the Yemen Times 
they heard an exchange of gunfire 
between the company’s guards and an 
unidentified group last week. Sources 
from the company said the decision to 
close down had been made after this 
incident.

While police intelligence are still

investigating, sheikhs and other peo
ple living near the P&G grounds are 
being held in prison until attackers are 
identified.

P&G stressed that the company’s 
products will continue to be exported 
to Yemen from other countries. The 
local partner company located in Taiz 
will become an agent for P&G prod
ucts.

Other sources from P&G said the 
closure had nothing to do with boy
cotting. “It was a decision made on 
low profits,” they said.
They went on to say the 130 employ

ees of P&G will be handsomely com
pensated for their services.

Capacity-building 
spotlighted in a workshop

The Deputy Minister of Planning & 
Development, . Abdulrahman 
Tarmoom, inaugurated May 4 a 
UNDP-sponsored workshop on capac
ity-building for the Arab states at the 
Sheraton Hotel.

The workshop aimed at supporting 
the millennium summit, held in Sept. 
2000 in Arab states, through building 
national capacities and using the sum
mit’s reports for backing, coordinating 
and monitoring related works.

It’s expected that experts of the UN 
and members of the teams in charge of 
drafting the 17-Arab countries millen-

nium development objectives reports 
will finalize related works in coopera
tion with the local consultants and rep
resentatives of other UN agencies 
soon.

UN member countries committed to 
accomplishing 8 objectives by 2015 
during the millennium summit in Sept. 
2000. The objectives include among 
other things: eradicating extreme 
poverty and hunger, making basic edu
cation accessible to all worldwide, 
enhancing gender equity, empowering 
women, and developing a global part
nership for development. 

Serwah Charitable 
Association proclaimed

Serwah is for the first time having a 
charitable association as the founding 
meeting of the association ended last 
Thursday. The secretary-general of the 
association, Ali Saleh Hussein Azzaidi, 
told the Times the Association was

dedicated to fighting blood feuds, kid
napping and terrorism. The association 
will coordinate amongst the relevant 
authorities and agencies to provide 
infrastructure projects for the remote, 
deprived area.

Donors meet to 
discuss PRSP

A consultative meeting of donors 
was held June 11 at the Ministry of 
Planning & Development to discuss 
the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper 
(PRSP), which was approved by the 
government last Wednesday.

The number of poverty reduction 
projects to be implemented within the 
framework of this strategy totals YR 
413.4 billion within the upcoming 
three years.

Shots inside Sana’a 
University Campus

Security personnel showed muscles 
last Wednesday at the graduation cere
mony held at the Faculty of Arts, 
Sana’a University, to prevent students 
and their relatives from taking part in 
the party.

A source at the Ministry of Interior 
accused the Islah party, main organizer 
of the party, of being behind this con
frontation.

A statement by the University 
Students’ Union refuted the Interior

Ministry’s accusations saying govern
ment-supported partisan forces were 
trying to prevent students from exer
cising their political rights. It added 
the celebration was organized by the 
elected students’ union.

Yemen’s Students Union also called 
in a statement upon the president to 
stop the irresponsible behaviors perpe
trated by some security personnel 
against university students.

25575 double government 
posts canceled

The cabinet approved June 4 in its 
periodic meeting the removing of 
25575 double government employ
ments in accordance with the report 
submitted by the Ministry of Civil 
Service & Insurance.

It also agreed on the agreement with

the World Bank to upgrade the port of 
Aden, Hudeidah and Mukalla. The 
project aims at developing the man
power skills, as well as the infrastruc
ture of these three ports to be able to 
attract more investments and be more 
competitive.

3 killed in tribal clash
A tribal clash in al-Jowf left three 

people dead and ten seriously injured. 
The battle broke out last week between 
the Hamdan and Shawlan tribes in al- 
Jowf governorate, 180 km northeast of 
Sana’a.

Heavy and light weaponry was used

by the two opponents.
Disputes between tribes happen usu

ally over land claims. Previous to the 
unification of Yemen, 50 people died in 
a tribal clash between Hamdan and 
Shawlan before the fighting was 
stopped.

Internet 
course for 
journalists

With the view of training journalists 
on making use of the new information 
technology advances, the Yemen 
Journalist Syndicate (YJS) in coopera
tion with the Ministry of 
Telecommunications organized a train
ing course May 6 for 48 journalists.

Mahboob Ali, YJS chairman, stated 
that the syndicate will organize several 
other courses for journalists to familiar
ize them with the different press related 
technologies.

Abdulmalik al-Mu’alimi, Minister of 
Telecommunication, at the inaugural 
ceremony, pointed out that the Ministry 
would continue to organize such cours
es for pressmen in order to develop their 
information technology skills and 
knowledge
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Press gagged
On the other hand, the Yemen 

Times received a petition last 
Thursday signed by a number of 
Yemeni children. The petition 
demanded the authorities to return the 
smile of Raheel, daughter of 
Abdurahman Mohsen by releasing her 
father.

“Raheel is deprived of her father’s 
love. Raheel whose mother passed 
away upon giving berth to her, is the 
only child of Mohsen. She is now left 
without a parent,” the petition says.

“To my mom, Waheeba Far’e and 
to all human organizations, I need my 
dad, ’’ Raheel said----------------------------

7-year-old Raheel feels worried 
about her dad. She has appealed 
to state minister of human rights 
to return her father to her

Tribal vengeance...
These factors all help the problem 

exacerbate and to solve the problem, 
they should come to an end. 
Abdulaziz Abdulghani, speaker of the 
Shura council admitted that tribal 
vengeance is the most sophisticated 
headache in Yemen. He said it was a 
major determent of development 
drive as it showed a sense of insecuri
ty.

Shura representatives believe gov
ernment should be very strict and deal 
with the problem seriously, criminal
ize the act and put an end to the car
rying of firearms. Government should 
also be strong, enact the law and the 
order, and bring security and justice 
to all people equally.

The city of Sana’a has witnessed

several times showdown clashes 
between tribesmen who came from 
different places to settle their scores 
there. In most of the cases, victims 
were innocent people who had noth
ing to do with the problem. Such 
problems of the tribal vengeance 
might continue for three or four 
decades leading to further violence 
and killings. The main cause of the 
problem might be forgotten leading to 
the sort of vengeance and counter 
vengeance.

The problem needs a nation-wide 
awareness towards the dangers of 
such social problems. However, this 
can not do unless the government is 
serious to put an end to uproot this 
problem.

CSF says US has no right 
to issue reports on Yemen

They also agreed that the official 
reply to the American report is weak 
and is not well-organized. Participants 
also demanded that Yemen has to 
draft its own human rights reports to 
cut the US government short from 
doing that stuffs.

Participants described the report as 
“mostly an act of intelligence.” They 
also doubted it on the basis that it 
mainly used local newspapers as a 
source of information, claiming that 
some papers do not seek ethical cred
ibility in this respect.

Participants concluded that the 
human rights record in Yemen was 
getting much better, particularly with 
regard to the legal aspects. There is 
also a limited press freedom that 
allows people to voice their opinions.

At the end of the seminar, partici
pants stressed that it's necessary to 
discuss the internal situation of 
Yemen in an open manner, and that 
the relevant civil society organiza
tions should perceive their responsi
bilities and positively contribute to 
this issue

Yemen 
observes World 

Environment Day
By Mohammed Al-Qadhi
Yemen Times Staff

Yemen celebrated World 
Environment Day last Wednesday.

It was a celebration hosted by the 
Ministry of Tourism and Environment 
in cooperation with the General 
Authority of Environment Protection 
(GAEP), the Capital Secretariat and 
the UNDP.

Dr. Mohammed Al-Mashgari, chair
man of GAEP said the government was 
taking positive steps towards issuing 
legislation to protect environment.

He said a report on environmental 
issues would soon be presented to the 
cabinet for approval.

Mr. James Rawley, the UN resident 
representative in Yemen said, Yemen 
like many other developing countries 
was facing various environmental 
problems. These consist of a disap
pearing aquifer, pollution, erosion, the 
steady growth of the desert, a decrease

in biological diversity and the exploita
tion of fisheries.

He pointed out that Yemeni 
Government had come up with a num
ber of conventions focusing on envi
ronmental protection. These include 
the National Environmental Action 
Plan, the National Bio-Diversity 
Strategy and Action Plan and the 
National Action Plan on 
Desertification.

These have endorsed the Socotra 
zoning plan and water law. The UNDP 
has actively assisted in the prepara
tions of these plans and legislation.

Mr. Rawley stressed that there was 
little chance to protect the environment 
without a greater sense of responsibili
ty.

In his speech, UN Secretary General 
Kofi Annan said, “sustainable devel
opment rests on three pillars: econom
ic growth, social progress and protec
tion of our environment and natural 
resources."

21 killed in 
traffic 

accidents
Twenty one persons were killed and 

161 were seriously injured as a result 
of traffic incidents in the republic of 
Yemen. The number of traffic inci
dents reached last week to 136 inci
dents. Such incidents have come as a 
result of crazy speed and indifference 
to the traffic rules. These incidents 
were recorded last week by the traffic 
authorities.
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Yemen’s reply to US report

Comprehended and justified
Jamal Addin Al-Adimi
Advocate
For The Yemen Times

T
he government of 

Yemen expressed con
cern over the interna
tional reports on 
human rights, released 

annually, by Amnesty International, 
Human Rights Watch, and the US 
Department of State. The Ministry of 
Human Rights has responded official
ly to this report. Its reply was pub
lished on pages six and seven of the 
al-Thawra Daily, May 20, 2002.

The government has been keen to 
circulate this statement to the mass 
media. Their reply pointed out that 
the United States is unconscious of the 
excellent relations the two countries 
enjoy.

Yemen’s reply hints that it disagrees 
with the US-based report. A closer 
look shows Yemen’s reply does no 
contain more than explanations and 
excuses, as well as references to meas
ures taken to encounter human rights 
violations. In this regard, Yemen’s 
official reply is not much different 
from the American report, if not con
firming it.

The US report mentions a series of 
human right violations: the kidnap
ping of a judge, the murder of 8 peo
ple during tribal clashes, the killing of 
5 people during a tribal feud, the death 
of a woman under torture, the persist
ence of female circumcision, child 
labor, rape cases, private prisons, the 
nominal independence of justice, the 
authorities inability to execute justice, 
the situation of prisons, the detention 
of journalists, gender discrimination, 
interference in justice issues, ineffi
ciency of legislature vis-a-vis with the 
hegemony of the executive authority.

The government’s reply mentions, 
the setting up of inspection commit
tees for private prisons and indicates

that only private prisons were report
ed. Torture cases are rare and not in 
anyway organized. The issue over the 
execution of laws is being tackled, 
furthermore, proof of the independ
ence of justice is shown by the fact the 
Minister of Justice is himself, a judge. 
Regarding general freedoms, there are 
no restrictions on freedoms, only 
under law and whenever necessary. 
The kidnapped judge has been 
released and the cases of people killed 
during conflicts has been referred to 
justice.

Circumcision is limited and operat
ed at an individual level. The lady 
reported having died under torture in 
a police department was caused by a 
difficult delivery resulting in her 
death. Child labor is restricted at the 
household level and rape cases are 
rare. The person detained in connec
tion with a kidnapping incident had 
links to the kidnappers who belong to 
his tribe. The reply added, he was 
engaged in suspicious activities con
cerning his tribe.

All said, the official reply confirms 
the occurrence of some incidents, 
apologizes for others and gives excus

es for some.
The American report mentions indi

vidual cases while Yemen’s reply indi
cates that they’re happening on a 
wider scale. For instance, expressions 
like limited, rare and unorganized sug
gest the occurrence of several inci
dents and not single cases. The gov
ernments reply apparently wanted to 
say: as long as the incidents that take 
place aren’t considered a phenome
non, it is OK.

The government’s reply is weak. 
There are undeniable human rights 
violations in practice, and the govern
ment can not control them. If the gov
ernment doesn’t want these violations 
to take place and wishes to prevent 
them, why does the official reply indi
cate only the extent of its willingness 
to rectify the situation and avoid 
embarrassment. A reply to a report 
needs extensive experience and accu
rate information plus reference to the 
legislative system. The people 
involved in drafting this reply appar
ently lack these basic requirements.

In closing it must be mentioned that 
the Yemeni legislation on human 
rights is of the best in the Arab world.

YJS chairman 
insulted

Yemeni Journalists
Syndicate’s Chairman,
Mahboob Ali, was beaten up 
June 3 by Ahmed al-Dhahbani 
during a meeting June 3. It is 
said Al-Dhahbani was angry 
because Mahboob refused to 
employ his son.

Mahboob was insulted and 
threatened by a Jambiya.

Mahbub Ali YJS’s Chairman
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Men are the foes of 

women: Abdulhameed

T
here are many barriers that 
impede the integration of 
women into development. 
For example, culture and a 
lack of understanding 

about women’s roles in society. 
Though our religion asserts women’s 
rights, we find that they are being 
deprived.

Aeda Abdulhameed is a journalist 
from Sudan. In 1995, she visited 
Yemen to cover a Yemeni-Sudanese 
meeting held by the Ministerial 
Committee, chaired by the Staff 
General, Mohammed Saleh.

Ms. Abdulhameed has returned to 
Yemen to work as a corespondent for 
the Syydati Magazine. She has been 
involved with journalism since the 
1980s and has concentrated on the 
Arab world and women’s affairs.

She produced an extensive docu
mentary file on women issues for 
Syydati Magazine. This file contains 
more than 500 reports about dowries, 
violence against women, the female 
prisoners, discoveries on children’s tal
ent and women’s toil.

Aeda also writes about tourism in 
Yemen. Yemen is her home and she has 
visited much of the country. She mixes 
with all the citizens of Yemen, starting 
with the street peddlers up. The peo
ple on the streets are much loved by 
Aeda, she appreciates their nature and 
gestures.

Actions speak louder than words
Aeda is pessimistic about the condi

tions of women in Yemen. “Yemenis 
really lack respect for women. My 
experience is that women aren’t given 
attention. People say they are in favor 
of .liberating women yet they are far 
away from applying such a criteria,” 
she said.

“Women seem to have been put to 
the side. Men are the foes of women. 
Women may be well-treated in front of 
others, but maltreated in private. 
When I started my job as a journalist at 
Syydati Magazine, things seemed diffi
cult. Though now I find there are

prominent female figures such as, 
Nageeba Haddad, the deputy minister 
of culture. She has become an exem
plary figure among the Yemeni 
women. She has devoted her life in 
support of the Yemeni children.”

Aeda’s says that her stay in Yemen 
has been totally enriching. In the 
beginning as a female Sudanese jour
nalist she had her doubts but with some 
experience she found reporting in 
Yemen fulfilling.

“Reaching officials is not difficult in 
comparison with other countries where 
a journalist can not contact a minister 
at all”.

“Unforgettable moments will not be 
erased from my memory. As a female 
journalist, I highly appreciated the 
Yemen Times newspaper, the Yemen 
Journalist Syndicate and others who 
support me in my job as a journalist. I 
also want to thank the Editor-in-chief 
of Athowra newspaper, Mr. Ali Nagi 
Ara’awi.”

Aeda Abdulhameed

Yemeni-Italian trade 
cooperation needed

By Fahmia al-Fotaih
Yemen Times Staff

The Italian Jewelry and Industrial 
Exhibition was organized by the 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, 
of Sana’a and Vicenza and the Italian 
Embassy in Sana’a. It was held from 
the second to the fifth of June.

The exhibition included cultural 
and musical events at the Sheraton 
Hotel, along with fabulous meals.

The exhibition was attended by the 
Minister of Industry, Development & 
Planning and a host of the Yemeni 
businessmen.

I met with the chief commercial 
attache Mr. Gian Carlo Culazzo and 
asked him about the idea of organizing 
the exhibition in Yemen.

“I greatly appreciate the 
efforts made by the organizers 
of this exhibition, without 
them we would not be able to 
have done this successfully.” 
he said.

The exhibition was spon
sored by the Adhban and 
Almaz Group, al-Hadhal 
Group, Hawk Int., Man Int. 
Corp., AMEKO, Sheraton 
Hotel, Spacetel, TeleYemen,

Yemenia Airways and the Yemen 
Times.

“We brought a lot of jewelry along 
with the machines because there is the 
possibility of making jewelry here in 
Yemen. With the proper technology, 
proper training and Yemeni craftsman
ship we can make Italian jewelry,” Mr. 
Carlo Culazzo noted.

More than 1220 women attended 
the jewelry fashion show and it was 
also shown on the Yemen TV Channel.

Consequently, several agreements 
have been signed by the Italian delega
tion.

“We have found that the people are 
interested in our products. Surely that 
will bring the public here from Italy 
and Europe,” Mr. Carlo Culazzo con
cluded.

Italians in
Yemen

An Italian medical team headed by 
Prof., Pruno Mirsi of the Italian Higher 
Institute has recently arrived in Yemen 
to conduct open heart surgery on chil
dren. The team is expected to conduct 
26 heart operations.

In another story, Prime Minister 
Abdulqadir Bajammal met with an 
industrial delegation led by the Italian 
Minster of Industry on June fourth. 
Aspects of bilateral relations between 
the two countries were discussed dur
ing these meetings. This delegation is 
currently visiting Yemen.

Hayel Saeed Ana’am Charitable 
Society honors its graduates

Twenty two graduates were honored 
last Thursday by the Hayel Saeed 
Ana’am Charitable Society. These 
graduates continue their study with the 
help of scholarships awarded by the 
society.

Ali Mohammed Saeed Ana’am, the 
Chairman of Board of Directors 
stressed the significance of learning as 
the base of human development.

Dr. Ahmed Hayel Saeed Ana’am 
delivered a speech focusing on the 
role played by the Hayel Saeed

Ana’am Charitable Society since its 
foundation.

“Around 143 scholarships have been 
provided by the society since 1988 
until 2002.," he said.

He added that they made every 
effort to increase the number of schol
arships awarded.

The society was founded in 1971 
and has performed many charitable 
works such as, building schools, train
ing centers, and Holy Qura’an learning 
centers. Late Hayel Saeed Ana’am

40,000 tons of limestone exported to India
Yemen exported 40,000 tons of 

limestone to India on June 8. This first 
shipment left from the Aden Container 
Terminal. The limestone is mined from 
Lahaj area by the Lorven company of 
India.

A celebration for this event was 
attended by the Minister of Oil & 
Minerals, Dr. Rashad Baraba’a gover
nor of Aden, Taha Ahmed Ghanim,

Mansur Abduljalil 
governor of Lahaj, 
Ahmad Luqman 
chairman of the Aden 
Free Zone Authority, 
Dirhim Noman chair
man of the Aden Free 
Zone, Mohammed 
Saleh Turik Aden’s 
Security Director, 
Ahmed Handhal vice- 
chairman of Aden 
Free Zone Authority, 
Mr. G.P. Reddy the 
manager of Lorvent of 
India and Hussein 
Matlub the manager of the Sheba 
Shipping Co.

Dr. Rashad Baraba’a pointed out that 
this shipment is indicative of the avail

ability of minerals in Yemen in com
mercial quantities. “This will ultimate
ly contribute to the development of 
Yemen and help in creating job oppor
tunities,” he said.

Notice
The Middle East Shipping Company Ltd. is 

herewith announces that the service contract of 
Mr. B. R. Babo, the Sales and Marketing Manager 
has been terminated.

We would like to inform that those who have 
any demands or dues have to contact the compa
ny for one week starting from the date of publica
tion of this notice. The Company then will not be 
held responsible of any demands or dues that 
may appear later.

You can contact the company through the fol
lowing address:

Middle East Shipping Company Ltd.
Zubairi Str. (Al-Saeed Trade Center)

Tel: (01/202874-202881)
Fax: (01/202883)

E-mail: mesco@mideastshipping.com

More than US$ 6 million 
for population projects
A number of agreements to finance 

health and population related projects 
were signed between the Ministry of 
Planning & Development and the UN 
Population Fund (UNPF). The financ
ing amounts to USS 6,943,577.

YJS chairman beaten-up
Yemeni Journalists Syndicate 

Chairman, Mahbub Ali. was beaten on 
June 3 by Ahmed al-Dhahbani during 
a meeting. Al-Dhahbani did this on the 
grounds that Mahbub refused to 
employ his son.

After Mahbub refused, al-Dhahbani 
insulted him and wanted to stab him 
with his Jambiya.

Donors meet to 
discuss PRSP

A meeting was held June 11 at the 
Ministry of Planning & Development 
to discuss the Poverty Reduction 
Strategy Paper (PRSP). which was 
approved by the government last 
Wednesday.

A number of poverty reduction proj
ects are to be implemented over the 
next three years. Total funds are YR 
413.4 billion.

mailto:mesco@mideastshipping.com
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Government responds to USA’s Human Rights report (part II)

T
he report prepared by the 
U.S. Department of State 
on Human Rights 
Practices-2001 came to 
stress the United States of 

America's keenness on following up 
developments of human rights condi
tions in Yemen, embodying depth of 
Yemeni-U.S. governments bilateral 
cooperation in various fields, especial
ly questions related to human rights, 
though in some of its paragraphs there 
are indications showing non-compre
hension of the volume of cooperation 
and special relationship between the 
two countries. The report has projected 
some positive aspects the Yemeni 
Republic has achieved at the legislative 
or at the real situation, but some of its 
paragraphs make it clear that the side 
that prepared it was deriving its infor
mation from what is published in press 
without trying to verify accuracy or 
attempt to be sure about correctness of 
what has been published. In addition, 
in some of the report’s paragraphs 
there is a kind of confusion between 
different matters which we have tried 
to clarify. There are also some para
graphs and points that have been previ
ously answered several times in our 
responses to former reports and we 
have not expected to be mentioned 
again. There is also some contradic
tion. For though there is projection of 
some accomplishments, the report in 
another part of it tries to belittle them 
under pretext of not reaching the 
required level or have not attained the 
necessary change the report sees as 
required, not taking into consideration 
of youthfulness of the democratic 
experiment in the Republic of Yemen 
and that human rights is one of the 
strategic issues necessitating much 
time and practice and training people 
on its principles and sublime concepts. 
Such things would not be realized 
merely by issuance of a law or a 
decree. It requires cooperation of all; 
governmental institutions, civil socie
ty organizations and regional and inter
national organizations. With such 
cooperation we can redouble the asset 
of our accomplishments in various 
human rights areas.

The response takes three major 
premises:

1. General remarks on the report,
2. Reply to general allegations,
3. Refuting paragraphs of the report.

Firstly: General remarks on the 
report:

Despite the slight improvement in 
the report of the U.S. State Department 
on conditions of human rights in 
Yemen, most of its content came to be 
following the same style pursued in 
reports of previous years with regards 
to:

1. The repeated mistake regarding 
undisputed facts and axioms, as any 
error, even a very simple one, would 
men a reverse of their actual descrip
tions and also means a kind of blackout 
on those facts and axioms or at lest dis
torting them. For instance the report 
mentioned on its first page, second 
line, the phrase “civil war”. This 
phrase is completely wrong for there 
was absolutely no civil war in Yemen. 
What happened in the Summer of 1994 
were insurgency events developed into 
an attempt for dividing the country 
once again. The events had been 
undermined and the blessed unity con
solidated. This is a fact well-known to 
the whole world and course of events 
of that period had proved it. There is 
also the other phrase on the same page, 
“the country was reunified”. This 
phrase is an obvious mistake and very 
far away from what actually happened. 
We would wonder about when was 
Yemen divided after the unity in order 
to be “reunified”? Such accounting is 
negatively reflected on the rest para
graphs of the report and makes it loose 
credibility.

2. The form and style. For despite of 
the repeated indication that the situa
tion in Yemen is not identical to situa
tions in other countries, but that does 
not necessarily mean that all countries 
can be equal regarding their situations 
and circumstances. Yemen is a demo
cratic state that respects human rights 
depending on values and teachings of 
the Islam religion and its cultural and 
civilization heritage. Its constitution 
and various legislations clearly stipu

late that. This is a matter making it in a 
position much better than many other 
countries the form of the report can be 
applied to. It has been expected that the 
report would take this remark into con
sideration especially that it is closely 
related to the essence of the report that 
accordingly should have been changed 
in shape and style than what it is now.

3. The style of demonstrating con
tent of the report’s paragraphs. 
Although this year's report has pointed 
out the achievements realized in 
Yemen, but it has unjustifiably under
estimated them and included in them 
certain generalizations quite irrelevant 
to reality or are merely unverified alle
gations.

4. Repetition that is creating imbal
ance in content of the report. Despite 
Yemen republic's repeated responses to 
general and detailed allegations men
tioned in earlier reports • of the 
American State Department, we find 
them repeated in following reports. 
The present report is an example in 
dropping some of the allegations that 
have been responded to previously, it 
has nonetheless mentioned against 
most of what it has tackled in the pre
vious report.

5. Regarding the themes approached 
in the report. Although international 
conventions and agreements do not 
allow interference with Islamic doc
trines and principles of the Islamic law 
that are considered the source of all 
Yemeni legislations and there is no 
chance for making any criticism 
against its principles.

6. Inaccurate language interpreta
tions that may be attributed to inaccu
racy in translation. For instance the 
report mentioned that the constitution 
restricts freedom of expressing opinion 
and freedom of press. In fact the term 
“restrict” has been mistakenly inter
preted with that of the phrase “limits of 
the law”, as it has been mentioned in 
text of the article but has been linguis
tically interpreted in an inaccurate way.

Secondly: Reply to general allega
tions contained in the report.

-The report said “Following a brief 
but bloody civil war in mid-1994, the 
country was reunified under Sana’a 
government.” This sentence is com
pletely inexpressive of the fact. Event 
of 1994 Summer were not a civil war 
and no partition took place in order to 
use the word “reunification”, as the 
report mentioned. The unity has been 
existent since 1990.

- The report mentioned that 
“President Ali Abdullah Saleh was 
elected by the legislative to a 5-year 
term in 1994, and was elected to 
another 5-year term in the country’s 
first nationwide direct presidential 
election in September 1999.” In this 
respect we would like to clarify that 
election of the president in 1994 was 
held pursuant to text of the constitution 
that granted the elected parliament the 
right to electing the president for a 5- 
year term. In 1999 the president was 
elected according to first nationwide 
direct competitive electoral process. 
According to the latest constitutional 
amendments the term of the president 
was extended to 7 years beginning 
from the date of his being sworn in. 
Assuming presidency post must not 
exceed two terms, each for 7 years.

-In introduction of the report it is 
reported that “The parliament is not 
yet an effective counterweight to 
executive authority, although it 
increasingly demonstrates independ
ence from government. The real 
political power rests with the execu
tive branch, particularly the presi
dent.” It should be clearly understood 
that the state three powers are defined 
according to the constitution and are 
interconnected in line with what is stip
ulated in the constitution. Out of this 
the three powers work with full inde
pendence, harmony and integration, 
rarely to be found in developing coun
tries. This reality makes the some think 
of the authority being embodied in one 
body. Nobody can give a categorical 
judgment on extent of the three powers 
independence unless he is fully aware 
of the nature of the political rule in the 
republic of Yemen and closely watches 
interaction among these three powers. 
To claim that the real power rests with 
the executive power, especially the 
president, is inconsistent to truth. The 

president enjoys certain authorities 
defined in the constitution. Article 105 
of the constitution states ( The execu
tive power is exercised on behalf of the 
people by president of the republic and 
council of ministers within the limits 
stipulated in the constitution), i.e. the 
ruling system in the republic, as known 
for parliamentary systems, is based on 
a form of bilateral executive power, 
where besides the president there is a 
government accountable to the parlia
ment. The parliament also has the right 
to granting confidence to the govern
ment. The parliament has summoned 
the government on various occasions 
to discuss a variety of subjects. 
Moreover, the constitution has granted 
the parliament the right to summon the 
government or one of its members for 
interpellation, ( articles 96, 97). 
Parliament also entertains the right to 
vote on non-confidence against the 
government according to article 98. 
The legislative power has the right to 
assign a fact-finding committee on any 
topic and refers its reports enclosed 
with suitable recommendations, pro
posals and treatments and they are to 
be discussed at the parliament, to be 
then referred to the government for 
implementation.

- The report mentions that “The 
judiciary is nominally independent, 
but is weak and severely hampered 
by corruption, executive branch 
interference, and frequent failure of 
the authorities to enforce judg
ments.”

This sentence has been literally 
repeated in the previous reports and it 
has been already clarified that judiciary 
is an independent power, judicially, 
financially and administratively from 
other powers of the state ( article 149 
of the constitution). Judiciary officials, 
including the minister of justice, are 
appointed from among judiciary circles 
themselves. As the constitution stipu
lates, the judges are independent in 
performing their job and issuing judg
ments. There is no doubt that judiciary 
suffers from some failures and passivi
ties, but the judiciary power has 
worked out a plan for comprehensive 
reform aimed at eliminating negative 
aspects and all hindrances standing 
against this power. Beginnings of the 
reform plan are felt in extensive 
reforms in the judicial power structure 
as well as the large-scale movement of 
transfers and promotions. Things did 
not stop at this point, the judiciary 
power, represented by the Supreme 
Judiciary Council, has taken punitive 
measures against some judges and their 
assistants and members from prosecu
tion proved to be involved in acts of 
corruption. Some of them were pen
sioned off and others were taken to 
court via the Accountability Council 
which is affiliated to the Supreme 
Judiciary Council. This is an evidence 
on seriousness of the general orienta
tion towards reform of the judicial sys
tem in Yemen. We should not skip 
pointing out scarcity of potentials 
available for this power. It greatly hin
ders going ahead with implementing 
reformatory programs requiring allot
ment of credits meeting that end. In 
this regard we renew welcoming inter
national assistance in this field offered 
by sisterly and friendly countries that 
would help push forward the process of 
judicial reform, particularly in areas of 
habilitation and training of judges and 
their assistants and members of prose
cution and informing them on latest 
scientific developments related to 
fields of their jobs. Such internal and 
foreign training courses have already 
been fruitful with regard to training a 
good number of judges and their assis
tants and members of prosecution 
under the help of some international 
bodies such as the World Bank. As for 
the frequent failure to enforce some 
judgments, it is under the process of 
tackling it through joint meetings 
between the judiciary power and the 
bodies concerned with enforcement of 
judicial judgments. There is serious 
coordination to secure the enforcement 
of sentences.

- The report mentions that “ The 
primary state security apparatus is 
the Political Security Organization, 
an independent agency that reports 
directly to the president. The 
Criminal Investigative Department 
of the police reports to the Ministry 
of Interior and conducts most crim

inal investigations and makes most 
arrests. The Central Security 
Organization, also part of the 
Ministry of Interior, maintains a 
paramilitary force. Members of the 
security forces, particularly the 
Political Security Organization, 
numerous, serious human rights 
abuses.”

We want to make it clear that the 
Political Security Organization is one 
of the state’s central apparatuses estab
lished under a presidential decree No. 
121 in 1992. The decree has defined 
tasks and authorities of the apparatus 
as well as its affiliation to presidential 
office. Also, duties and authorities of 
the organization are no secret and the 
decree is open for study to citizens. 
Constitution and law define all meas
ures of arrests and inspection and any 
violation of them is considered a crime 
punishable by law. As for the “numer
ous, serious human rights abuses”, it 
has become a phrase repeated in each 
report year after year. This indication is 
not true and inconsistent with reality. 
There is nothing confirming it on the 
ground or certain incidents to be taken 
as evidence. As for the remark that on 
the Criminal Investigative Department 
and its “making most arrests”, we 
would like to say that there are no 
arrest campaigns but rather precaution
ary measures against those suspected 
of committing crimes. The department 
carries out tasks of detecting crime and 
those involved in it according to regu
lations defined by the law.

- The report mentions that “There 
are significant limitations on citi
zens’ ability to change their govern
ment.”. This is also a paragraph 
repeated in previous reports and had 
been responded to by elucidating that 
the legal and legitimate ways for 
changing governments in democratic 
countries is holding elections. This is 
what our country is doing through par
liamentary elections for the years 1993, 
1997 and the presidential elections in 
1999 as well as local councils elections 
in 2001.

The report has also mentioned that 
“Members of the security forces 
killed a number of persons during 
the year. Members of he security 
forces tortured and otherwise 
abused persons, and continued to 
arrest and detain citizens arbitrarily, 
especially oppositionists in the south 
and other persons regarded as ‘ 
secessionists.’”

- Generally, this is an incorrect alle
gation for there are no practices by 
security members regarding killing 
persons nor phenomena of arbitrary 
arrests of persons whether opposition
ists or others. Concerning allegations 
on cases of torture and abuses, Yemen 
confirms they are very limited and rare 
cases. They do not form a phenomenon 

or organized operation or widespread 
to be mentioned in such a report. Those 
members from the security apparatus 
responsible for such rare cases of tor
ture and violation of human rights have 
been brought to court and verdicts have 
been issued against those proved to 
have committed them. Trial measures 
are still going on concerning others 
accused of such acts. It is groundless 
regarding what has been mentioned 
about targeting certain areas or gover
norates. All citizens are equal before 
the law. The report should have point
ed out such cases so that the concerned 
authorities be able to investigate into 
such allegations and whether they are 
correct and consequently to take legal 
measures against them.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Yemen Hunt Oil Company is currently seeking for Maritime Deck 
Officers & Maritime engineering Officers to work in our marine 
Terminal-Safer. Successful candidates will work schedule of 28 days 
on and have 28 days off.

Minimum Requirements:
• Must possess STCW/95 Maritime license unlimited.
• The successful candidate should possess excellent command 

over his spoken and written English.

All candidates must be YEMENI NATIONALS
Deadline for the application: July 9, 2002.

If you meet the above requirements, please forward your resume to:

YEMEN HUNT OIL COMPANY 
Attn: Human Resources Manager 

P. O. Box 481 
Or 

Fax: 416898 
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Please do not phone us. We will call you for an interview if you are 
a successful candidate.

VACANCY 
ANNOUNCEMENT
Community-based Regional Development is inviting applications for the following post 
in the Regional Office in As-Sawadiya - Al-Baidha Governorate:

Position: Programme Officer
This position is restricted to Yemeni Nationals Only

Brief Description
Community-based Regional Development (CBRD) is one of the four major components 
of the Poverty Alleviation and Employment Generation Program. The aim of the CBRD 
is to assist local communities in five selected regions in Yemen, to participate in setting
up participatory development institutional framework as a mean of poverty alleviation 
within the communities. Moreover, communities will be capacitated to undertake 
planning, implementation and set-up of development funds within their regions.

Interested candidates are requested to contact Community Based Regional Development 
Programme Main Office at the following address in Sana’a, for details and Job 
Descriptions of the post. Applications should be attached with detailed Curriculum 
Vitae, and to be forwarded to:

Community-based Regional Development office
Poverty Alleviation Programme
Amman Road,
Next to ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
Tel: (01) 206 271, 216 222, 408 559 
Sana’a

Applications should be received not later than 17 June 2002

Applications received after this date will not be considered. Only those candidates who 
strictly meet the requirements could apply and acknowledgement will only be sent to 
short-listed applicants meeting the requirements of the post.
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Egyptian leader to press
Bush on Palestinian state

WASHINGTON (Reuters) 
President Bush and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak will continue intense 
discussions on Saturday about ending 
violence in the Middle East after a pri
vate dinner at the Camp David presi
dential retreat.

Mubarak is pressing Bush to support 
declaration of a Palestinian state before 
its final borders are set as a way to 
jump-start the peace process, and stop 
20 months of bloodshed that have 
killed at least 1,383 Palestinians and 
505 Israelis.

Mubarak said it was unrealistic to 
expect an end to the violence until a 
U.S.-backed plan was in place leading 
to early Palestinian statehood.

“Believe me, the violence will not 
stop ... it will not happen,” Mubarak 
told The Washington Post in an inter
view published Saturday. “The only 
way to stop this is to give hope to the 
people.”

Mubarak said he favored reforming 
the Palestinian Authority, particularly 
its security services, but said Israel 
must also show flexibility, including 
withdrawing its troops from the West 
Bank.

Bush, who favors eventual creation 
of a Palestinian state, told reporters he 
would make a statement on the Middle 
East after his discussions with 
Mubarak and Israeli Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon, who visits the White 
House on Monday.

It will be Sharon’s sixth trip to the 
White House since taking office in 
March 2001, but Bush has yet to host

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat.
Bush said on Friday that Arab states 

were showing greater engagement in 
the drive for peace, but said Arafat 
needed to do more to “cut off the ter
rorist activities.”

Sharon, due to leave for Washington 
on Saturday, already dismissed 
Mubarak’s plan for a Palestinian state 
early in the peace process when the 
idea was raised by dovish foreign min
ister, Shimon Peres.

Dealing another blow to hopes of 
ending the violence, the Israeli army 
said a Palestinian gunman killed at 
least two Israelis and wounded four in 
a Jewish settlement near the divided

West Bank city of Hebron just before 
dawn Saturday.

Gathering Ideas
White House spokesman Ari 

Fleischer said the president was using 
his meetings in the coming days to 
refine his ideas.

“He’s still in the phase now of lis
tening and gathering thoughts and 
ideas,” Fleischer told reporters before 
Bush and Mubarak met for dinner at 
Camp David, accompanied only by 
their respective national security advis
ers.

“The fundamental underpinning 
which has not and will not change is

the president’s April 4 Rose Garden 
address, where he laid out the responsi
bilities on the three parties to achieve 
an end result,” Fleischer said.

“And the end result is a Palestinian 
state and an Israeli state that lives side 
by side in peace and security.”

U.S. officials say the next steps will 
also depend on consultations with two 
envoys who have just returned from 
the region, CIA Director George Tenet 
and Assistant Secretary of State 
William Bums.

The United States has welcomed 
recent Arab proposals aimed at inject
ing new momentum to the process, 
including Mubarak’s, and an earlier 
Saudi suggestion that Israel withdraw 
to 1967 borders in return for normal
ized relations with Arab countries.

It hopes to build on such good inten
tions to hold a peace conference this 
summer and has proposed a three-part 
strategy that focuses on working simul
taneously toward security for Israel, 
reform of Palestinian institutions and 
peace talks.

Sharon says there can only be a 
Palestinian state at the end of a lengthy, 
incremental peace process.

Mubarak argues that Palestinians 
need hope now and is urging U.S. offi
cials to move fast on resuming negoti
ations between Israelis and 
Palestinians.

Bush and Mubarak will be joined on 
Saturday by Secretary of State Colin 
Powell, Vice President Dick Cheney 
and national security adviser 
Condoleezza Rice.

Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak with US president George W Bush at 
Camp David.REUTERS

U.S.’ Ashcroft seeks closer watch on some aliens
WASHINGTON, June 4 (Reuters) 

- U.S. Attorney General John 
Ashcroft plans to recommend expan
sion of a little-used law requiring 
“high risk” visitors to the United 
States, to register and be fingerprint
ed, NBC reported on Tuesday.

The new registration requirement 
would apply mostly to visitors from 
Cuba. Iran, Iraq, Libya, North 
Korea. Sudan and Syria, countries 
on a list of states that the U.S. con
tends sponsor terrorism, NBC 
reported.

The change would potentially 
apply to some 100,000 “high risk” 
visitors, mostly young men, the 
report said.

Certain visitors from those coun
tries would be required to complete a

registration form and be fingerprint
ed and photographed if they plan to 
remain in the United States for more 
than 30 days, the report said.

Under current rules, only visitors 
from Iraq Iran. Libya and Sudan are 
required to go through the registra
tion process.

A U.S. official reached for com
ment confirmed that the attorney 
general would recommend expand
ing an alien registration requirement 
that has been in place since the 
1950s because of concern over the 
continuing “terror threat.” The offi
cial declined to offer further details.

Concern about the lack of records 
on tourists, students and other visitors 
after the Sept. 11 attacks prompted 
the attorney general to seek the

change, NBC reported.
The report said Ashcroft visited 

Capitol Hill on Tuesday to brief law
makers on his plans.

Ashcroft comments on this week
Outraging Arab and immigration groups, the 
U.S. government will require as many as 
100,000 visitors a year — most of them Middle 
Eastern men.

Cheney remarks on Iraq 
"irresponsible” - paper

BAGHDAD, June 8 (Reuters) - An 
official Iraqi newspaper on Saturday 
blasted as “irresponsible” comments 
by U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney 
linking Iraq to the threat of terror 
groups acquiring weapons of mass 
destruction.

“Cheney’s statement is irresponsible 
and illogical,” al-Qadissiya said.

“We confirm that the American 
administration, including all its mem
bers, is wicked and a source of lies and 
aggressive threats,” the paper said.

On Thursday. Cheney singled out 
Iraq in calling for a decisive response 
to counter a growing danger of terror 
groups acquiring weapons of mass 
destruction from sympathetic states.

“In the case of (Iraqi President) 
Saddam Hussein, we have a dictator 
who is clearly pursuing these deadly 
capabilities,” Cheney said. “Saddam 
has also shown that he’s willing to use 
weapons of mass destruction.”

Al-Qadissiya denied that Baghdad 
was threatening anyone and said

Washington was the one threatening 
world security and stability by launch
ing wars against countries such as Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Yugoslavia.

"The real truth is that Iraq is not 
threatening anyone and it cannot be an 
element of threat against anybody,” the 
paper said.

“America and the Zionist entity 
(Israel) possess weapons of mass 
destruction and both states are using 
these weapons to terrorise the Arabs,’ 
it said.

The British International School

Your First Choice
Tel: 614-510 Tel/fax:614533 www.tbischool.com 
Trust the experts to educate your children! 

British & American Teachers & Teachers’ Aid After 
School Clubs! American Sports Coach

Year 11 (IGCSE) Ministry Exams for Year 12 
Preparation for TOFEL in Year 11 & 12 Six From 

College for A’levels (2 Year Study)

Open from 8am - 1pm & 4.30 - 6pm

FREE REGISTRATION FOR THE 1ST 25 PEOPLE!

WANTED 
LIVE WIRES! 

IF YOU ARE DYNAMIC & AGGRESSIVE WITH A NATURAL FLAIR FOR 
SELLING AND HAVE EXCELLENT COMMUNICATION SKILLS, YOU ARE 
THE PERSON WE ARE LOOKING FOR OUR SALES TEAM.

BASIC QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED ARE
• A GRADUATE DEGREE
• AGE BETWEEN 24 - 30 YEARS
• WORKING EXPERIENCE AS A SALES EXECUTIVE FOR A 

MINIMUM OF 2-3 YEARS

IF YOU LIKE TO TAKE UP CHALLENGES AS PART OF LIFE, SEND IN YOUR 
DETAILS WITHIN THE NEXT 7 DAYS TO:

THE MANAGER - HUMAN RESOURCES,
TAJ SHEBA HOTEL, 

P.O. BOX 773 
ALI ABDUL MOGHNI STREET 

SANA’A, YEMEN

Announcement
The Ministry of Transport and Maritime Affairs wishes to 
announce its desire to receive offers from investors to devel
op and operate the port of Mokha.

Interested investors are requested to submit their offers 
along with the proposed visions and plans to develop and 
operate the port of Mokha to the Minister of Transport and 
Maritime Affairs.
Those wishing to receive any information about the port 
should do so by contacting Hodeidah port Authority

http://www.tbischool.com
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Saudi’s King Fahd 

calls for end to 
Israeli raids

RIYADH, (Reuters) - Saudi Arabia’s 
King Fahd has called on United 
Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
to press Israel to halt its attacks on 
Palestinian-ruled areas, state television 
reported on Saturday.

It said the Saudi monarch met Annan 
in Geneva on Friday and urged him “to 
do his utmost to end Israeli violence 
against the Palestinians and secure the 
return of their rights”.

King Fahd, in his late 70s, flew to 
Switzerland last month where he may 
undergo knee surgery.

The Israeli army has raided

Palestinian-ruled towns and cities 
almost daily in recent weeks following 
a resurgence of Palestinian suicide 
bombings in a 20-month-old uprising 
against Israeli occupation in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip.

Saudi Arabia has been playing a piv
otal role in efforts to end the Middle 
East crisis since Crown Prince 
Abdullah floated a peace proposal in 
February that offers Israel normal ties 
with Arabs in return for withdrawal 
from Arab land occupied since the 
1967 Middle East War and the return 
of Palestinian refugees.

Rwanda to start 
genocide Trials at vil

lage courts
KIGALI (Reuters) - Rwanda launch

es a radical experiment in mass justice 
later this month when hundreds of 
thousands of genocide suspects will be 
judged by their neighbors at traditional 
village courts, officials said.

Rwanda, overwhelmed by 115,000 
genocide suspects crammed into its 
prisons, has revived “gacaca” courts to 
speed up justice and heal the bitter 
legacy of the 1994 massacres.

“No legal system of any Western 
country was ever made to deal with 
violence on this scale,” Gerald Gahima, 
Rwanda’s public prosecutor, told 
Reuters late on Friday.

Gahima announced the start date for 
the courts across the tiny central 
African country for June 19, crowning 
an end to four years of debate about the 
merits of a scheme which some lawyers 
fear may deliver flawed judgements.

The government admits the system is 
not perfect, but says it has no choice

but to revive gacaca to deal with a 
genocide in which a vast number of 
ordinary citizens participated in the 
killing of an estimated 800.000 people.

Militiamen of the ethnic Hutu major
ity attacked minority Tutsis and moder
ate Hutus in 100 days of bloodletting. 
Neighbors turned on neighbors. 
Normal people became killers.

Whipped up into a genocidal frenzy 
by leaders preaching ethnic hate, peas
ant farmers killed whole families with 
machetes as radios urged them to kill 
even babies.

The huge scale of the gacaca exer
cise means suspects will be given no 
legal representation and the 250,000 
judges elected by local communities 
will have only received basic training.

Suspects will typically be paraded on 
grassy knolls as villagers accuse them 
of horrific atrocities — setting the stage 
for charged scenes at the open air hear
ings.

Kuwait court upholds death 
in woman editor murder

KUWAIT, (Reuters) - Kuwait’s 
court of appeals on Saturday upheld 
the death sentence on a police officer 
found guilty of shooting dead a 
female editor in a crowded street.

The court rejected the appeal by Lt- 
Colonel Khaled al-Azmi who was 
sentenced to death in February 2002.

Lawyers said the Court of 
Cassation is expected to review the

case at a later date for a ruling on 
legal procedures.

Azmi was found guilty of the 2001 
killing of journalist and veteran 
women’s rights campaigner Hedayah 
Sultan al-Salem in a rare attack which 
shocked many in the small country 
where women are active in the socie
ty compared to some of the neigh
bouring

Muslim conservative Gulf Arab 
states.

Witnesses at the time said a man 
stepped out of a vehicle and opened 
fire at Salem as her car waited at a 
traffic light in a Kuwait City street.

Ali al-Baghli, the lawyer represent
ing the family of the slain editor, told 
Reuters on Saturday that Azmi appar
ently attacked her for what he saw as

an insult to his Awazm tribe in an arti
cle in her al-Majaless magazine in 
2000.

She had later apologised for her 
story about traditional Kuwaiti dances 
and the origins of the female dancers.

“We think his motive was his anger 
about the article for what he saw as an 
insult for his tribe. She had apolo
gised for the story,” Baghli added.

Liberian rebels say 
raid base, kill soldiers

ABIDJAN (Reuters) - Liberian 
rebels said on Friday they had attacked 
a government base in the north of the 
country, killing “a substantial number” 
of loyalist soldiers.

The claim could not be independ
ently verified although the defense 
minister confirmed he was investigat
ing reports of an attack in the area, 
where the government controls several 
pockets of territory behind rebel lines.

The rebels, fighting to topple 
President Charles Taylor in the latest 
phase of a regional war in West Africa, 
have stepped up their campaign in 
recent months with attacks near the 
coastal capital Monrovia.

Wednesday’s raid is the first major 
attack claimed by the rebels since they 
said nine days ago they were scaling 
down their offensive in response to 
international pressure to end fighting 
which has driven tens of thousands 
from their homes.

A spokesman said the rebels 
attacked the base in the Foya area on 
Wednesday night near the volatile and 
diamond-rich borders with Guinea and 
Sierra Leone, which has restored 
peace after over a decade of civil war 
in which Taylor supplied weapons to

rebels in return for diamonds.
“The number of people in the base 

was close to 500. We killed a substan
tial number,” William Hanson, 
spokesman for Liberians United for 
Reconciliation and Democracy 
(LURD), told Reuters by telephone.

“It is regrettable that many of them 
had to die the way they did,” he added, 
but declined to go into further details.

Defense Minister Daniel Chea could 
not verify the report.

“I was told of an attack this morn
ing, but I have yet to confirm it,” he 
told Reuters.

LURD’s Hanson said his fighters 
had surprised the government troops 
with their night-time attack, and had 
captured arms and ammunition which 
he claimed had originated in Nigeria.

Chea denied Nigeria was supplying 
arms to the government.

Liberia is under a U.N. Security 
Council arms embargo, but diplomatic 
and security sources in the region say 
guns and ammunition are regularly 
flown in via other African countries.

“The supplies of arms and ammuni
tion we captured can keep us for two 
months or more,” Hanson said.

Constellation
Quadra Ladies’ Chrono

The latest model in the popular OMEGA Constellation Quadra line 
adds a distinctly sporty touch to a watch that has until now been firmly 
rooted in the world of fashion. The new Quadra Chrono models, with 

their choice of classic or trendy colours, with or without diamonds, are 
perfect for ladies looking for the individuality of a ladies chronograph.

Swiss Watches Union Agency 
Abdul Hakim Abdul Rahman Al-Mamari

Sana’a - Tel:(01)272827, Sana’a STC- Tel:(01)448495 Taiz- Tel:(04)252323, Aden- Tel:(02)256688

Sana’a Turkish School :
Boundless Opportunities for the Yemeni Youth
On Thursday the 23rd of May, 
2002, The Sana'a Turkish School 
held its second annual bazaar with 
an array of entertaining activities 
such as funfair, shopping fair, food 
festival but perhaps the highlight 
of the day was a highly 
informative science fair which 
stole the show away.

The Sana’a Turkish School is 
renowned for its facilities and 
innovative methods through which 
it enlightens the minds of the 
younger generation. In the science 
fair, it lived up to its reputation. 
Emphasizing the importance of 
science in our lives, the head of 
science department Mr. Mustafa 
Uzun said that science could be 
used as an effective tool in 
improving the standard of life in 
Yemen. He said, “Science being an 
important aspect of our day to day 
life, has to be developed by means 
of new inventions.'' He added, "As 
the future of Yemen, our students 
are well-equipped and are as 
ingenious and eager as the 
Europeans and Americans to 
comprehend what goes on around 
them.”
The efforts of the students were 
truly commendable. The projects 
included things such as controlling 
a car by means of computer, which

had attracted interest of the visitors 
of science fair. Using only mouse 
clicks on a computer monitor, 
navigating a toy car was very 
interesting idea, even the computer 
professionals attending to the fair 
together with the ordinary visitors 
couldn't conceal their amazements. 
The two students who are in 

charge with the 
project gave 

explanations 
with all the 
details both in 
English and 
Arabic to the 
visitors. The
other projects 
were. live

eruption of a 
volcano, an ant 
aquarium with 
a colony of 
ants at work, 
construction of 
a fountain, 
flying without

a machine, determination of blood 
groups. magic writing and 
influence of air pressure on our 
lives.
One of the most popular projects 
was a demonstration of eruption of

a volcano, which achieved interest 
and won many visitors’ approval. In 
the project, using chemicals 
students showed a live eruption in 
front of astonished looks of the 
attendants of the bazaar.
The science bonanza, held in 
Sana’a Turkish School was a feast 
for all. the old and young alike. 
Promising a better and more 
attractive organization for the next 
years, it seems that Sana’a Turkish 
School will continue to be an 
appealing educational institution 
for those who are looking for an

excellent academic ambiance for 
their children. It is hoped that such 
healthy educational activities shall 
continue to enrich the young minds 
in the years to come.

The school is starting registration 
for the 2002-2003 academic year 
from the 1st of June. For more 
information, see the school's web 
site at http://www.y.net.ye/sts 
send e-mail to
turkish_school@yahoo.com 
or give a call to phone number 
448 258 / 9 (Sana'a)

A visitor gives congratulations on a student's live 
eruption of a volcano project.

A student is giving explanations 
about his Remote Control Car 
project to the visitors.

A student is presenting his project named virtual gravity, actually 
just made from mirrors, which errs bare eyes.

An English Medium School in Sana’a
The Sana'a Turkish School (STS) 
was inaugurated in 1998 with a mission 
to enhance educational developments 
in Yemen. Ever since its inception The 
School has made priceless contributions 
not only in the field of education but 
also in adding a colorful touch to the 
cultural and recreational life of the 
city.

Sana'a Turkish School is an accredited
English medium school of 
international standards, operating 
under license from the Ministry of 
Education in Yemen. The School offers 
classes from Nursery (age 3) and 
Kindergarten (KG) classes to 12th 
grade. The school follows the Yemeni 
Curriculum while English is taught 
intensively, and the medium of 
instruction for mathematics, computer 
and science subjects is English. 
Classical Arabic, Arabic social studies 
and Islamic studies are compulsory for 
all Yemeni students.

The comprehensive, dynamic 
curriculum is continually updated. The 
program pays attention to the growth 
of the developing child, addressing 
social, physical, emotional and cultural 
needs in addition to academic 
welfare. The teaching methods are 
built on student’s individual knowledge 
and interests, and emphasize learning 
'how to learn' using both traditional 
and contemporary media.

FEE EXEMPTION 
SCHOLARSHIPS

The Board of Directors of SANA'A 
TURKISH SCHOOL generously 
offers 6 scholarships to
students of outstanding 
capabilities, open to students of 
Grades 9-10-11. The students 
are required to attain a given 
percentage in the Scholarship 
Exams to be conducted on 21st 
of June and 24th of August in 
the school premises.
• 3 scholarships will be 100%

of discount of tuition fees
• 3 scholarships will be 50% of

discount of tuition fees
Entry forms can be obtained from 
the school office after the 10th of 
June,2002

OPEN DAYS
The Parents seeking an ideal 
educational institution for their 
children are cordially invited you 
visit the school on dates given 
below to inspect our facilities, 
talk to our teachers and assess 
the difference.

1- JUNE 10,2002(13:00 - 17:00) 
2- JUNE 13,2002(10:00 - 17:00)

OUR UNIQUE FEATURE
WATCH YOUR CHILD AT SCHOOL 

WITHOUT FORSAKING THE COMFORT 
OF YOUR HOME OR OFFICE

Sana'a Turkish School offers up to 
date information on your child's over 
all performance via a secret code on 
the school website starting from 
Academic Year 2002/2003.

http://www.y.net.ye/sts
mailto:turkish_school@yahoo.com
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India says spy 
plane missing

NEW DELHI, June 8 (Reuters) - 
India said on Saturday an unmanned 
spy plane went missing after a routine 
flight near the border with Pakistan.

Pakistan said earlier its air force had 
shot down an Indian spy drone close to 
the town of Raja Jang, south of the 
Punjab provincial capital, Lahore.

An Indian air force spokesman made 
no reference to the Pakistani claim but 
said: “An unmanned aerial vehicle on a 

routine flight lost contact at about 
2300 hours (1730 GMT) on Friday.

“In the current state of deployment 
of armed forces, unmanned aerial vehi
cle missions from either side are a rou

tine feature.” The spokesman refused 
to elaborate.

Indian and Pakistani troops routinely 
exchange fire across the border. Scores 
have been killed on both sides since 
tensions increased late last year and the 
two countries amassed more than a 
million soldiers on the frontier. Pakistani military officials surround the wreckage of a spy plane at the town of Raja Jang, south of the Punjab 

provincial capital, in Lahore. REUTERS

Singapore says 
Hizbollah tried to 
form terror cell

SINGAPORE, (Reuters)
Lebanon’s Hizbollah guerrilla group 
recruited five Singaporeans to set up a 
terror cell in the city state in the 1990s, 
a Singapore newspaper said on 
Saturday. A spokeswoman for the 
Ministry of Home Affairs said the 
report was correct but declined to give 
any details.

Members of Hizbollah cultivated a 
group of Singaporean Muslims in the 
1990s through religious study groups, 
The New Paper reported, quoting 
sources in Singapore’s Internal 
Security Department.

The New Paper said five 
Singaporeans were ordered by the 
Hizbollah agents to take photographs 
of the U.S. and Israeli embassies in the 
city state.

But it said the Singaporeans got 
worried about their involvement and 
withdrew from the group.

Southeast Asian nations have been 
on heightened alert for terror suspects 
since the September 11 attacks on the 
United States, blamed on the al Qaeda 
Islamic militant group.

Singapore said in December it had 

foiled a plot to attack the U.S. embassy 
and other U.S. targets. Singapore and 
Malaysia have arrested dozens of sus
pected militant plotters while countries 
in the region have vowed to cooperate 
to stem attacks. The Hizbollah mem
bers went on to conduct surveillance of 
the Singapore coastline in 1995, with 
plans to attack U.S. naval vessels and 
Israeli commercial ships passing by or 
docked in the city state, the paper quot
ed the security sources as saying. 
The newspaper gave no information 
about the fate of the five Singaporeans 
or the Hizbollah members. 
Singapore is a long-time ally of 
Washington and a regional logistics 
base for the U.S. navy. Authorities 
arrested 15 suspected militants in 
December for allegedly plotting to 
bomb the U.S. embassy and other tar
gets.

Two were released, but 12 
Singaporeans and a Malaysian have 
been detained without trial under inter
nal security laws. The detainees 
allegedly belong to Jemaah Islamiah, a 
group seeking to create a Muslim state 
across the region.
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Britain says EU growth 
will fight the rising right

LONDON, (Reuters) - Enlargement 
of the European Union is the weapon 
that will defeat the rise of the xenopho
bic right in recent elections across the 
bloc, British Foreign Secretary Jack 
Straw was quoted on Friday as saying.

“We have to redouble our efforts to 
generate popular support for enlarge
ment,” he told The Times newspaper in 
an interview.

“An enlarged EU should be a but
tress against extremism.”

Foreign ministers from the 15-nation 
bloc will meet in Brussels on Monday 
to take the talks on bringing Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Poland, Hungary, 
Malta and Cyprus into the fold a stage 
further.

But, as in the last enlargement round 
that bought Austria, Sweden and 
Finland into the bloc, the devil has 
been in the agricultural subsidy detail.

Labour Party politician Straw 
acknowledged there were obstacles but 
said the negotiators must not lose sight 
of the main goal which was to bring 
health, wealth and security to the peo
ple of Europe — regardless of their 
ethnic origin.

“The stock in trade of the far right 
down the ages has been xenophobia, 
the generation of fear and hatred of 
people who are not ‘like us’,” he said.

“If we want to deliver economic 
prosperity, a cleaner environment and 
safer streets for our citizens then we 
should embrace enlargement not post
pone it,” he added.

Britain and France have been locked 
in a diplomatic standoff for months 
over nightly attempts by refugees liv
ing in a Red Cross camp in Sangatte 
near the French port of Calais to sneak 
through the Channel tunnel to a per
ceived soft berth in Britain.

The issue of illegal immigration has 
risen to the top of the political agenda 
across Europe as economies start to 
slow down, leading to shock gains for 
parties standing on anti-immigration 
tickets in recent elections in France and 
Britain among others.

In the traditionally Liberal 
Netherlands, the assassination of mav
erick right wing politician Pim Fortuyn 
just days before national elections 
opened a Pandora’s Box of subjugated 
emotions that catapulted his party into 
government.

“Of course we have to deal with the 
immediate abuses of the asylum sys
tem,” Straw said.

“But we have to deal with the caus
es as well, the huge imbalances in the 
quality of life and the standard of liv
ing between countries in the EU and 
those some way to the east,” he added.

NATO and Russia 
get down to business
BRUSSELS, (Reuters) - NATO and 

Russia got down to the business of 
cooperating against new security 
threats on Thursday after several 
weeks of diplomatic hoop-la over a 
new partnership between the former 
Cold War foes.

In the first meeting of the NATO- 
Russia Council since it was forged at 
an historic summit in Rome last week, 
ministers of defence agreed to start 
practical work on the fight against ter
rorism and proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction.

Russia and NATO also decided to 
consult with each other on theatre mis
sile defence, cooperate closely in 
logistics, training and exercises and 
share experience on defence reform.

"This represents a new level of 
openness and transparency,” NATO 
Secretary General George Robertson 
told a news conference at the 19- 
nation alliance’s headquarters in 
Brussels.

“This is a substantive agenda that 
puts real flesh on the bones that were 
agreed in the Rome Declaration.” The 
council of 20 nations gives Russia a 
more equal voice than it had in the 
hapless “19-plus-one” Permanent 
Joint Council, which was established 
in 1997 partly to console Russia for 
NATO’s first enlargement behind the 
old Iron Curtain.

It was Russian President Vladimir 
Putin who, in the face of anti-Western 
critics at home, provided momentum 
for an enhancement of Moscow’s rela
tionship with NATO.

He aligned his country squarely 
behind the U.S.-led war on terrorism 
after the September 11 hijacked airlin
er attacks on America, giving 
Washington intelligence and access to 
Central Asian airbases for its Afghan 
operations.

“The most historic”
A decision to set up the new council 

was taken at a meeting of NATO for
eign ministers in Reykjavik, Iceland, 
last month and it was sealed by Putin, 
U.S. President George W. Bush and 
the 18 other NATO member leaders in 
Rome two weeks later.

Speeches at both meetings were 
peppered with soundbites declaring 
the end of the Cold War and the start of 
a new era.

But Robertson couldn’t resist anoth
er chance to describe Thursday’s meet
ing between the old rivals as historic, 
indeed “the most historic” because it 
joined their defence ministers.

“So we’ve made dreams come true, 
almost routinely,” he said.

Russian Defence Minister Sergei 
Ivanov denied that he had sounded a 
sour note before the Brussels meeting 
on NATO’s plans to expand eastwards 
again, plans Moscow insists are a 
“mistake”.

Media reports had quoted Ivanov as 
saying that Russia would

not “bless the admission of new 
members” by attending November’s

NATO summit in Prague, where up 
to seven eastern European

countries are expected to be invited

to join the alliance.
“We have said nothing about partic

ipation or
non-participation in Prague and I 

have no intention of doing so
either,” Ivanov said.
He told a news conference that there 

was political will on
both sides to make the NATO- 

Russia Council work.
“We’ve...taken account of the reali

ties since September 11,”
he said. “It seems to me those reali

ties have forced all of us to pause and 
think very seriously about the real 
threats which confront us all and 
which we all have to deal with jointly.”

The NATO-Russia Council agreed 
to hold a follow-on conference in 
Moscow at the end of this year to one 
which was held in February on the 
military role in combating terrorism, 
focusing on the possibility of concrete 
cooperation.

The ministers also agreed to look for 
novel solutions to common problems, 
including some of NATO’s biggest in 
military capability, the lack of air 
transport and air-to-air refuelling.

Robertson said Russia could play a 
part in NATO’s new drive to spend 
more and spend more wisely on 
defence to ensure NATO can respond 
to new threats wherever and whenever 
they emerge.

“Some of the capability gaps that 
the NATO countries have are capabili
ty gaps that might be filled by Russia 
or that Russia experiences as well,” he 
said.

British Kashmir 
patrols could defuse 

tensions-Hoon
LONDON, (Reuters) - Britain's 

defence minister said on Saturday 
sending British troops to patrol the dis
puted Kashmir border could help 
defuse tensions between India and

Pakistan, but there were no plans to 
do so as yet. British media have 
speculated in recent days that the 
United States, preparing a diplomatic 
offensive to avert war between the two 
nuclear-armed neighbours, might pro
pose a joint Anglo-American military 
monitoring force for Kashmir.

Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon told 
BBC radio Britain had no plans to send 
troops to patrol the militarised Line of 
Control that divides the Kashmir 
region between India and Pakistan. 
“But obviously we are looking at every 
option,” he said.

“If there were to be a very small 
number of British international troops 
assisting India and Pakistan along the 
Line of Control to reduce tension that 
might be a way forward...but...there are 
no specific plans to do that at this 
stage."

He added ultimately this would be a 
matter for India and Pakistan to decide.

“What we are saying to both India 
and Pakistan is that they must not take 
steps that could lead to that ultimate 
appalling eventuality (of a nuclear 
war),” Hoon said.

He said Britain was “determined to 
play whatever part we can in allowing 
India and Pakistan to step back from 
the brink”.

The Independent daily newspaper, 
quoting defence and diplomatic 

sources, reported on Thursday U.S. 
Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
would propose the Anglo-American 
monitoring force during a visit to the 
region next week.

The newspaper said about 500 heli
copter-borne troops could patrol the 
disputed border.

India has long said militants infil
trate its part of Kashmir from the 
Pakistan side. But Pakistan has reject
ed an Indian proposal for joint Indian- 
Pakistani patrols.

The dispute has brought the neigh
bours close to war, which it is feared 
could spill over into nuclear conflict. 
India and Pakistan have fought two of 
their three wars since independence in 
1947 over Kashmir.

Key points from President 
Bush’s address to nation

WASHINGTON. (Reuters) - The fol
lowing is a selection of key points from 
U.S. President George W. Bush’s prime
time televised speech on Thursday in 
which he called for a new Cabinet 
department to oversee homeland securi
ty:

- “We need to know when warnings 
were missed or signs unheeded, not to 
point the finger of blame, but to make 
sure we correct any problems and pre
vent them from happening again.”

- “Based on everything I’ve seen, I do 
not believe anyone could have prevent
ed the horror of September the 11th. Yet 
we now know that thousands of trained 
killers are plotting to attack us, and this 
terrible knowledge requires us to act dif
ferently.”

- “If you’re a front-line worker for the 

FBI, the CIA, some other law enforce
ment or intelligence agency and you see 
something that raises suspicions, I want 
you to report it immediately. I expect 
your supervisors to treat it with the seri
ousness it deserves. Information must 
be fully shared so we can follow every 
lead to find the one that may prevent 
tragedy.”

- “Tonight, I ask the Congress to join 
me in creating a single, permanent 
department with an overriding and 
urgent mission: securing the homeland 
of America and protecting the American 
people.”

- “Tonight, I propose a permanent 
Cabinet-level Department of Homeland 
Security to unite essential agencies that 
must work more closely together, 
among them, the Coast Guard, the 

Border Patrol, the Customs Service, 
immigration officials, the 
Transportation Security Administration 
and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency.”

- “Only the United States Congress 
can create a new department of govern
ment. So tonight, I ask for your help in 
encouraging your representatives to 
support my plan. We face an urgent 
need. And we must move quickly, this 
year, before the end of the congression
al session.”

- “All in our government have learned 
a great deal since September the 11th, 
and we must act on every lesson. We are 
stronger and better prepared tonight 
than we were on that terrible morning. 
And with your help, and the support of 
the Congress, we will be stronger still.” 

President George W. Bush poses for photographers after delivering his prime-time televised address to the nation 
from the White House June 6, 2002.

Plan to ban Spanish party 
sparks church-state rift

MADRID, (Reuters) - A church-state 
clash deepened in Spain on Thursday as 
the nation’s bishops sprang to the 
defence of Basque church leaders who 
were attacked by the government for 
voicing concern over plans to ban a sep
aratist political party.
At the root of the controversy is a law 

proposed by the government which 
would empower Spain’s Supreme Court 
to ban any political party found to sup
port terrorism.
Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar’s cen
tre-right government has made clear the 
law, which sailed through the lower 
house of parliament on Tuesday, will be 
used to ban Basque separatist political 
party Batasuna, which the government 
accuses of being the political wing of 
armed separatist group ETA.
Four Basque bishops came under heavy 
criticism from the government and 
other political parties last week for pub
lishing a long pastoral letter on the cri
sis in the Basque region which voiced 
concern about the consequences of ban
ning Batasuna, which won 10 percent of 
the vote in regional elections last year. 
The Basque bishops warned that the law 
on political parties, expected to win 
final parliamentary approval at the end 
of this month, could aggravate “division 
and civic confrontation” and threaten 
the safety of people in the region. 
Aznar called the letter “a moral and 
intellectual perversion” and Foreign 
Minister Josep Pique summoned the 
Vatican ambassador in Madrid to lodge 
a protest.
The Spanish Episcopal Conference, 
grouping the country's bishops, had ini
tially distanced itself from the Basque 
bishops’ action.
But in a communique issued after a 
five-hour meeting in Madrid on 
Thursday, the conference’s executive 
committee sprang to their defence. 
While recognising the state's right to 
regulate political parties, it denounced 
the "unfair and disproportionate” criti
cism it said the bishops' letter had been 
subjected to.

Church harmed
“Freedom of information and opinion 
does not authorise any social body to 
twist the meaning of the document, 
omitting essential parts and making out 
it says things it does not say,” it said.
The criticism heaped on the letter grave
ly harmed the church, it said, adding 
that the Basque bishops’ letter contained 
a clear condemnation of terrorism.
But the government stuck firmly to its 
guns. Chief government spokesman Pio 
Cabanillas said the episcopal confer
ence’s communique contained nothing 
to change the government’s opinion of 
the Basque bishops’ letter. The gov
ernment was convinced its own actions 
reflected the concerns of a great majori
ty of Spanish society which wanted ter
ror eradicated, he said. Jesus Caldera, 

a spokesman for the opposition 
Socialist party, also voiced regret at 
what he called the ambiguity of the 
church hierarchy in the face of violence. 
“We asked the Episcopal Conference to 
take a clear stance on those who prac
tice violence and those who cooperate 
politically with them but we haven’t got 
it. The Church, in my view, is getting 
further and further away from its flock,” 
he said.
Aznar’s government has kept up a cho
rus of criticism of Batasuna over its 
alleged ties to ETA, which has killed 
some 800 people in its 34-year cam
paign for an independent Basque state 
in northern Spain and southwest France. 
Batasuna politicians say they share 
ETA’s separatist aims but not its violent 
methods.

VACANCIES
MAHATMA GANDHI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 

NEAR AL-AYYAM NEWSPAPER OFFICE, CRATER, 
ADEN

TELEFAX: (02) 260964, TEL: (02) 257245

REQUIRES QUALIFIED AND EXPERIENCED TEACHERS FOR 
THE BELOW MENTIONED SUBJECT (IGCSE SYLLABUS, 
CAMBRIDGE. UK).

1. ENGLISH
2. MATHEMATICS
3. PHYSICS
4. CHEMISTRY
5. COMPUTER SCIENCE
6. SOCIAL SCIENCE

CANDIDATES SHOULD POSSESS MASTERS DEGREE IN THE 
ABOVE SUBJECTS WITH B. Ed. AND AT LEAST 2 YEARS OF 
TEACHING IGCSE COURSES.

PLEASE CONTACT THE PRINCIPAL AT THE ABOVE SCHOOL 
PREMISES WITH ALL SUPPORTING CERTIFICATES AND AT 
LEAST 2 PASSPORT SIZE PHOTO BETWEEN 9 AM TO 1 PM ON 
THURSDAY. 13/6/2002. SALARY WILL NOT BE CONSTRAINT 
FOR GOOD CANDIDATES.
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Time to prioritize our 
national economy

I
nvestment in Yemen is facing a 
host of challenges almost at all 
related aspects. Although, it’s a 
promising one especially after 
the establishment of the Aden 

Free Zone and the other industrial 
estates in the country. Yet, attracting 
more investments will ultimately mean 
ensuring security and stability which 
will have positive impact in boosting 
this sector.

Mohammed al-Massani of Yemen 
Times met Regional Manager of Hayel 
Saeed Group of Companies in Sana’a, 
Mr. Mohammed Abdu Saeed, and dis
cussed with him the current status of 
the manufacturing sector in Yemen. 
Excerpts.

YT: How do you assess the current 
situation of the manufacturing sec
tor and the problems you’re facing 
right now?

A: The manufacturing sector has 
been greatly influenced by the abrupt 
openness to markets. When the govern
ment adopted the market-oriented poli
cy, the manufacturing sector, despite its 
small size, has not been well-receptive 
to such change. It was much better to 
adopt this change gradually in order to 
enable it to be more competitive. The 
uncontrolled flow of products to the 
Yemeni markets has negatively affect
ed the emerging manufacturing sector 
forcing many enterprises to shut down. 
The other enterprises that could absorb 
the first blow have survived, because 
they have good financial position that 
has enabled them to remain competi
tive in the markets. Another important 
factor that helped these companies to 
survive is that they produce high qual
ity products.

YT: What’s your assessment of the 
open-market policy, and what about 
the role of foreign investors in sup
porting the national economy?

Government’s economic openness is 
necessary to accommodate the interna
tional variables, such as the collapse of 
the USSR, globalization, and the 
accession to the World Trade organiza
tion (WTO). We are not against the 
openness policy, but we believe that it 
should be studied well and implement 
gradually to reach the same outcomes.

As for foreign investments in 
Yemen, they are very limited except for 
the oil exploration and production sec
tor due to the special nature of this 
industry.

The reasons for the low foreign 
investments in Yemen are ascribable to 
a host of issues like insecurity, poor 
infrastructure, and the lack of well- 
qualified manpower. These are some 
reasons discouraging any foreign 
investor to come to Yemen. After all, 
good investment legislations are not all 
what matter. There are many countries 
in the world that really provide these 
facilities to investments.

YT: How we can create investment 
related awareness and promote long
term investments as well?

This can be created through creating 
a climate conductive to investment 
plus building the necessary infrastruc
ture (ports, telecommunication, elec
tricity and roads) required for boosting 
the national economy as a whole. Also, 
the financing aspects pertaining to 
investments are not in anyway encour
aging owing to the low interests rates.

YT: What are the impact of 
Yemen’s accession to the WTO. And

will the accession process in anyway 
help integrating Yemen within the 
international trade?

Yemen’s accession to the World 
Trade Organization is the least of the 
two evils since Yemen can not be iso
lated from the outside world. It’s hoped 
that the accession process will be pro
ceeded carefully and through transi
tional arrangements after meeting the 
majority of the accession requirements. 
The whole process should be undertak
en through special arrangements and 
benefiting from the preferences grant
ed to the least developed countries 
(LDCs). We should also have a good 
team of negotiators to broker the acces
sion in ways that serve the national 
economy.

YT: On your opinion, does the 
Investment Promotion Law gives 
facilitation to local investors?

The law is OK by itself. Also, some 
essential amendments which will grant 
more facilitation to investments. The 
amendments are to be endorsed soon. 
Still, all these things are not enough for 
promoting investments as laws can be 
excellent, but what is more important is 
the general climate conducive for 
investments.

YT: How much have you been 
affected by the September 11 inci
dents?

The whole world has been affected 
by that incidents. As part of this world 
we have been influenced by such major 
events, especially in terms of insurance 
and transportation costs which have 
tremendously skyrocketed. This addi
tion costs have in turn been reflected 
on the prices of our products. But, gen
erally speaking, there is no direct affect

on our business as the major impact 
will be on the national economy as a 
whole. According to some officials” 
statements Yemen has lost a lot as a 
result of these incidents.

YT: What about your future proj
ects?

In the last couple of years we started 
investing in the tourism sector repre
sented by the establishment of the 
Sufitel Hotel in Taiz May 23. As for the 
heath sector we intend to build a big 
hospital.

In Aden we are currently implement
ing a huge trade center. We have ambi
tions to build a cement plant which is 
presently under review. Similarly, we 
are planning to establish a textile facto
ry with the view of exporting its prod
ucts overseas, but this won’t be set out 
till the Yemeni government finalized its 
bilateral trade agreements with the 
European Union and the US govern- 

ment. After completing these agree
ments we will inshalah start manufac
turing fabrics and garments for export
ing. It’s hoped that this factory will 
employ a big number of workers.

YT: Can you brief us on your con
tributions to charitable works?

As far as our humanitarian activities 
are concerned, it dates back to the early 
1970 as we have one of the oldest char
itable associations in Yemen. Just last 
week we celebrated the graduation of 
221 university students funded by our 
association. Some of these students 
studied in Yemen and some other stud
ied outside. We have also a long track 
in supporting healthcare projects and 
sending patients for medication abroad.

Our association further helps poor 
families through granting them month
ly salaries. We support small enterpris
es belonging to women to help them 
acquire new skills for making money. 
We also contribute to the establish

ments of mosques across the country.

YT: Any final comment you might 
like to add?

I hope that the government would 
give the national economy top priority 
right now, especially as we have solved 
our border disputes with our neighbors 
under the wise leadership of president 
Ali Abdulah Saleh. I believe that we 
have already sorted out our external 
problems, and it’s the right time now 
for boosting our national economy 
through removing the impediments 
that obstruct its progress.

Mr. Mohammed Abdu Saeed 

Exchange Rate for the
Yemeni Rial
as of June 8

USD 174.88 175.10
GBP 254 98 255.30
EUR 160.71 160.92
SAR 46.63 46.69
KWD 573.70 574.42
AED 47.61 47.67
EGP 37.89 37.94
BHD 463.88 464.47
QAR 48.04 48.10
JOD 247.01 247.32
OMR 454.24 454.81
CHF 110.45 110.58
SEK 17.63 17.65
JPY 1.401450 1.403213

Source:
Central Bank of Yemen

Administrating human 
resources in Yemen

BY MAHYOOB AL-KAMALI 
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

T
he human resources 
administration faces a lot 
of economical changes 
which has resulted in 
establishing syndicates 

and labors’ unions. There is a necessity 
to adopt practical and vocational 
notions in the field of human adminis
tration and challenges of the low 
wages.

The government has adopted the 
program of administrative updating 
with a view of establishing a compre
hensive system for human resources 
management and concentrating mainly 
on the human factor.

In order to achieve a sustainable 
development, the human factor have to 
be well qualified and be in conversant 
with new technological aspects 
whether social, political or cultural.

Other activities include determining 
premiums and remuneration which 
they deserve through planning and 
organizing the structure of relations of 
businesses and employees.

In a working paper presented by the 
Ministry of the Civil Services to the 
First Conference for the Local 
Councils, the future plans for human 
resources administration through the 
application of the local council system 
and achieving sustainable develop
ment, rendering governmental servic
es and putting an end to corruption.

The working papers have outlined 
the current condition of the human 
resources system which manifests 
itself in the insufficiency of policies 
and regulations in the field of individ
ual administration. A certain kind of 
dysfunction has been prevailed in our 
administrative units. The low wages, 
the absence of incentives, and the 
absence of job classification has 
resulted in the lack of the university 
graduates working at the governmental 
bodies which have reached to 15 per
cent.

The volume of the administrative 
system

Indications have pointed out that the 
administrative system constitutes 78,4 
percent compared to other private sec
tors. It has reached alone in the capital 
secretariat to 81,4 percent, the produc
tive sector, 16 percent distributed to 5 
governorates. In Aden the administra
tion system reaches 43 percent, 
Hodeidah 12, 6 percent, Hadhramout 
10,9 percent, Taiz, 6,2 percent, and the 
Secretariat 6,2 percent.

According to the working paper pre
sented by the Civil Service, the number 
of the working force have reached 

459272 and those who have become 
retired have reached also to 14,100 
employees.

Statistical indications have made 
clear that the educational level of the 
working force in several governorate is 
not corresponding to the education or 
health needs and other administrative 
system activities.

Statistics indicate that there is a big 
dysfunction with regard to the educa
tional outcomes in universities, diplo
ma after the secondary school. More 
than 80 percent of the working force 
working in the field education and 
health sector has reached more than 90 
percent in some of the governorates.

This distribution has constituted a 
huge burden on the management of the 
human resources in Yemen.

Therefore, the project of upgrading 
the civil service includes tackling the 
dysfunction of the working force with 
regard to its scientific level. 
Geographical distribution among the 
working forces have to be taken into 
consideration with a view of promoting 
its ability to apply the local authority 
law.

To tackle the problem of the dys
function, the cabinet has issued a deci

sion concerning the basics and employ
ment procedures to establish firmly the 
justice principle in job opportunities.

Controlling employment automat
ically

In order to control the dysfunction, 
the ministry of the civil service has 
register technically the applicants 
through computers and comparisons 
using these techniques:

1- Providing a complete database of 
the applicants in every governorate.

2- Detecting repeated names in reg
istration process. In this case, the num
ber of the repeated names have reached 
7115.

3- Determining the shortage of each 
specialization in each governorate.

These procedures have helped those 
who deserve to be employed.

Future plans
The future plans of the proper orien

tation of the individuals is the main 
focus of the human resources to 
achieve sustainable development.

Several objectives have been deter
mined in the following fields:

1- Social objectives
2- Organizational objectives
3- Functional objectives
4- Human objectives
The concerned bodies at the govern

ment aims at determining the role of 
the local authority to increase the role 
of the human cadre.

Table illustrates the volume of the working force at different sectors

Sector The overall employees Percentage
The administrative system 360223 78,43%
The Judicial system 7398 1,62%
The public Sector 84340 18,37%
Mixed sectors 7271 1,58%
Total 459272 100%
* Reference: A working paper Civil Service

Many jobs from 
SFD projects

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

I
 t’s expected that all the proj
ects financed and implement
ed by the Social Fund for 
Development (SFD) will gen
erate five million temporary 

jobs as well as 14,000 permanent 
positions. The SFD was establish to 
contain the negative consequences of 
the economic reform program Yemen 
implemented mid-1995.

Funding for the SFD comes from 
the government, the World Bank, 
donor countries and other Arab funds.

The Social Fund for Development 
is currently implementing a range of 
infrastructure projects such as micro
finance support credit and the build
ing of charitable organizations. The 
funding for this totals US$ 143,314 
for the 2,128 projects.

The total cost for active projects 
over last four years in Aden, Abyan, 
Lahaj and Dhali’ is USS 6 million.

According to an SFD bulletin 1,072

education projects will be implement
ed in the governorates costing USS 
74,995,000.

The water supply sector has 416 
projects at the cost of USS 24,735,000 
of which US$ 13,609,000 has already 
been distributed.

The health sector has been given 
USS 14,174,000 for 141 projects.

Environment projects costs have 
totaled USS 5.6 million of which 3.2 
million has been distributed.

Cultural heritage has been allotted 
USS 2.5 million.

The road building sector has been 
given USS 7,134,000 for 21 road 
projects.

In the micro-finance program, the 
SFD has granted loans for 32 projects 
totaling USS 3.7 million of which 2.3 
million has been distributed. Loans 
for underprivileged groups have 
amounted to USS 7 million of which 
USD 2.9 has been distributed. The 
SFD is also financing 71 training 
projects.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Yemen Hunt Oil Company is currently seeking for Civil Engineer to 
work in our Central Processing Facility near Marib. Successful 
candidates will work schedule of 28 days on and have 28 days off.

Minimum Requirements:
• A bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering from a recognized 

and a reputed university.
• Good background in surveying is required.
• The successful candidate should possess excellent command 

over his spoken and written English.

All candidates must be YEMENI NATIONALS 
Deadline for the application: July 9, 2002.

If you meet the above requirements, please forward your resume to:

YEMEN HUNT OIL COMPANY 
Attn: Human Resources Manager 

P. O. Box 481 
Or Fax: 416898 

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Please do not phone us. We will call you for an interview if you are 
a successful candidate.



12 10 June 2002 Opinion

Commemorating the late Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

OUR OPINION
A letter to Dr. 

Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf 

Yemen... 
without you

Last week marked three years 
since you left us. During these 
years, people have continued to 
talk about your vision, accom
plishments, character and ambi

tions. You had a vision of a modern Yemen. 
A country with high literacy, economic sta
bility, and a bright future. You served as an 
example to politicians and all Yemenis by 
walking as a hard working, dedicated, and 
enlightened individual who put priorities 
first.

No matter how hard we try, we cannot truly 
express the loss that Yemen experienced 
when you left on June second 1999.

We want to thank you for leaving us the 
Yemen Times, which is continuing the mis
sion that you assigned it, with confidence and 
persistence.

Today, the Yemen Times stands as one of 
the many achievements that you accom
plished. It will continue to voice the values it 
was built upon, namely democracy, freedom 
of speech and human rights.

Yemen without you is like a lost country 
without vision. It lacks a man who can drive 
the country to a new era of technology and 
modernization.

We know that it will be impossible to find 
a substitute for you. But we tell you this: You 
are still on our minds and in our hearts. We 
promise to continue as a group here at the 
newspaper and hold on to your principles till 
the very end.

We promise to work towards the fulfill
ment of your dream to help build a modern 
country. The most we can do at this time is 
through our writing at the Yemen Times. We 
know that our words are being heard and 
read, and we hope that decision makers lis
ten to help realize your dream, and the dream 
of every Yemeni.

A modern Yemen.
We miss you, Dr. Abdulaziz...
May your soul rest in peace.
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Our View Point

The will 
to growProf Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

The reason many soci
eties are backward is, 
in my opinion, 
because they are 
unable to master the 

will to grow. For any nation to 
grow, it must possess a great idea 
one that animates it and gives it a 
driving force. But an idea is an 
abstraction. It has to be trans
formed into something people can 
understand, see and even feel. The 
idea needs flesh and blood and per
sonality so that the majority of the 
population can identify with it and 
internalize it. Does Yemen today 
have an idea that will push it for
ward?

Let me start by noting the formi
dable cluster of internal wounds 
from which our society is bleed
ing. They are by now familiar 
enough: massive deficits, unsus
tainable unemployment, stagger
ing rise in costs of living, deterio
ration in the social fabric, a sense

of regional injustice and hegemo
ny, a collapse in the values of hard 
working and decency, a general 
neglect and carelessness, corrup
tion, and generally a dramatic fall 
in the standard of living.

Yet, the wounds by themselves 
are not a hindrance to the rise of 
the nation. In fact, the real achieve
ments of any nation are often made 
in a troubled, rather than peaceful, 
journey through history. It is part 
of the dynamism, the change. 
What is vital, however, is to have 
the strength to cope with the 
changes.

There is one critical factor in all 
of this the individual and his/her 
place. It is the individual not the 
personal “forces” that makes histo
ry. It is the individual that is the 
centerpiece of the idea, the derive.

An individual that internalizes 
the values needed to make a great 
society. Values of personal integri
ty, a sense of community, work

ethics, the urge to participate and 
to be involved and a capacity for 
sacrifice and commitment. A 
strong nation must also equip its 
young with the new skills and 
insights needed for coping with the 
emerging technologies, not to fall 
back on old ways.

Having said this, I feel that as an 
educator and as a media person - 
my colleagues and I have a major 
role to play in shaping the future 
and destiny of our nation. The kind 
of educational structure - as inade
quate as the present one may be - 
that we adopt and the democratiz
ing impact of the media - as chaot
ic as it may be at the moment - are 
both key forces that will shape the 
personality and character of our 
people. Above all, they will deter
mine, whether we will acquire the 
will to grow.

A leadership with imagination 
and one which projects confidence 
would greatly help in this process.

Abdulaziz 
al-Saqqaf prize 

for press freedom
By: Mohammed Al-Qadhi 
alqadhi@hotmail.com

T
hree years have passed 
since the death of Dr. 
Abdulaziz al-Saqqaf. I 
believe it is important to 
remember this great man 

who devoted his life to human rights and 
press freedom. He advocated these val
ues to promote democracy, modernity 
and justice.
Dr. Al-Saqqaf was at odds with the peo

ple in power. He was a brave man who 
spoke on behalf of the silent citizens of 
Yemen. He conveyed his ideas to the 
public and for this he found opposition 
in the form of ridicule and harassment. 
The corrupt cronies in government were 
annoyed by his writing that addressed 
the suffering masses. They tried to 
silence him, but to no avail.

He had a good relationship with many 
international NGOs so whenever he was 
beaten or harassed, hell broke loose. 
The government tried to conform Dr. Al- 
Saqqaf by luring him into power. He 
was appointed as a member of the 
Consultative Council (CC) in 1997. The 
government believed they could win his 
favor in this manner.
Contrary to their beliefs he led an inter

nal revolution in the CC and took the 
position of the chairman of human rights 
and liberties. He carried out field 
inspections to several prisons in Yemen

and was able to set free thousands 
imprisoned without legal warrant.

He was concerned for the oppressed 
and downtrodden. He made good use of 
his contacts to raise awareness of human 
rights abuses in Yemen.

He believed that NGOs are a good step 
for building up a civil society based on 
law and order instead of tribal norms. 
He helped establish a number of NGOs 
and acted as their honorary president. In 
1998 he organized the first NGO confer
ence .
After his death on June 2, 1999, I have 

felt a difference in press freedom, human 
rights and civil activities. Without him, 
I feel we are backsliding in these areas. 
Many politicians, human rights workers 
economists and foreigners share this 
feeling and a sense of loss.

I remember meeting a VIP at the World 
Bank Institute in Cairo who lamented 
losing an important partner in Yemen.

In closing, I hope that human rights 
workers, journalists, the Yemen Times 
and other supporters of Dr. Al-Saqqaf's 
work, would give an award in his name 
for press freedom to remember and 
honor his good deeds. This man did a lot 
for the sake of democratization and 
human rights in Yemen and the Arab 
world.
Yemeni society should honor those who 
lose their lives for its freedom and 
progress. We should remember such 
people.

The man, 
the legend
Raidan Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf 
R_SAQQAF@HOTMAIL.COM

Y
emen has lost many of 
it’s valuable men, a loss 
not easy to bear. 
Especially when it is 
someone like my late 

father, Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf.
My father was one of the few who 

sincerely fought for the betterment of 
the people and the nation, starting from 
his teachings in Sana’a University to the 
founding of the Yemen Times. He did 
all this and still left with the words: “ I 
still have more to say...”

No words can describe the passion 
and love with which he wanted to make 
a difference in the lives of the people of 
this nation.

He always wanted to bring the truth 
and only the truth to the public, even 
though he suffered a lot for its sake. He 
never stopped and we at Yemen Times 
shall never stop moving in the same 
direction.

Another very important part of his 
life was his family. He was a great 
father and a best friend, he taught me 
how to be a man and how to survive in 
this crazy life. My father always said, 
“son, when you do something, do it 
right, every bit adds value.” I couldn’t 
understand what he meant then, but now 
I do, and I use it. My only regret is that 
I can’t find him now to show my appre
ciation for all the lessons he taught me.

But that's the way it was meant to be, 
man dies, but legends live, and his leg
end shall last forever.

COMMON
SENSE

Hassan Al-Haifi

Dr. Al-Saqqaf stood 
for a free and 

civilized Yemen

W
hen an open-minded observer wants 
to project on how the world is faring 
and in what direction are we heading, 
Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf would tell 
us that the best thing to do is look at 

the trends. Well, Dr. Abdulaziz, we are indebted to you 
for that wonderful advice and we are indeed looking at the 
trends of every aspect of our unpredictable lives. Surely, 
if you were around, you would be the first to say that the 
trends are painting a disagreeable outlook for the future. 
In fact, with the world the way it is, it is hard enough to 
predict what the global scene will be like, let alone how 
Yemen will fare in the future.

Dr. Abdulaziz had a vision of the Yemen he would like 
to see, which is to commensurate with what most Yemenis 
were hoping for, especially since May 22, 1990. No one 
can forget the great joy and the open eyed gleam of the 
millions of Yemenis, who saw Yemen turn a new page on 
life on that fateful day. “With democracy we couldn’t go 
wrong”, thought everyone as the two flags of the former 
disagreeing regimes came down and the new flag of the 
new Yemen was hoisted. On that fateful day, Dr. 
Abdulaziz eyes were also gleaming and the future unfold
ed before his expansive imagination. Dr. Abdulaziz was 
not yet the well-known celebrity that he later turn out to 
be, and only because of that day was he able to become 
that popular figure. Not only was he a popular personali
ty at home, but he was able to gain world prominence as 
an image of the Yemen that was to be reincarnated.

The new Yemen, as Dr. Al-Saqqaf and so many for- 
ward-looking Yemenis saw it that day, was a Yemen, 
which was going to project a model of how the future can 
be for all freedom aspiring Arabs and Moslem people, if 
they truly wanted it to be so. So, Dr. Al-Saqqaf, seeing a 
golden opportunity launched the Yemen Times, opening 
up a new line of communication between the Yemeni peo
ple and the rest of the world. This was a breakthrough in 
breaking the centuries of isolation that Yemen had been 
living in. The importance of this new channel of commu
nication is that it was not controlled by any of the ele
ments that removed it from its grassroots origin, but came 
to take on the voice of the people as part and parcel of the 
popular message that the Yemen Times was meant to con
vey. Today, the Yemen Times continues to echo the voice 
of the people of Yemen and refuses to take on any parti
san or official tone in its message of hard-core straight
forward journalism. It is a journal not aiming to please 
anyone or placate the wishes of any official manifestation, 
but conveys a message of how the people see it and how 
the people would like it to be.

What we must remind ourselves is that Dr. Al-Saqqaf 
had the vision which he not only perceived in his imagi
nation, but wanted to have come out of the blueprint in his 
mind and be translated into a living manifestation. The 
vision entailed freeing a path for all Yemenis to let their 
intellect loose and produce a reality out of their dreams 
and aspirations. Of course in being that way Dr. Al- 
Saqqaf was braver than most. He took on the challenge of 
holding on to his dream and translating it into an outspo
ken voice for human rights and civil liberties. The most 
important appeal behind this stance was to encourage the 
rise of a civil society that could be felt, not so much in the 
philanthropic sphere, but in the advocacy of civil rights 
and political freedom. Moreover, Dr. Al-Saqqaf was an 
artist at mobilizing non-official and international support 
for Yemeni causes, which he saw as essential to the real
ization of the Yemen that was born on the 22nd of May 
1990 - the Yemen of the free, uncorrupted and unselfish. 
We remember Dr. Al-Saqqaf, because he reincarnated that 
instinctive spirit in all Yemenis to work for a free and cul
tured Yemen. A light to beam throughout the world.

Still 
in our 

memory

Emad al-Saqqaf
Yemen Times Staff-Taiz

A
 wound is still 

bleeding! We
wonder, is Dr. 
Abdulaziz al-

Saqqaf still alive.
Three years have gone by and 
you are still in our memory.

This great man made every 
effort to achieve something new. 
His great achievements are a 
clear testimony to his shrewd
ness, sagacity and strong person

ality.
You are a good example of a 

brave man. You were the sup
porter of the poor and the 
oppressed. We miss you, terribly. 
We are in need of a person like 
you today. We wish that you were 
here to see with your own eyes 
the deterioration that is taking 
place in our country.

On the third memorial of Dr. 
Abdulaziz al-Saqqaf, we are 
filled with a warm remembrance 
of your friendly, decent and 
affectionate temperament.

You were always proud of your 
country. We are in dire need of 
such people to help change the 
negative conditions that exist in 
Yemen.

Several changes and chal
lenges have occurred and we 
wish you were present to see 
what is going on. We have the 
September 11th incident, the 
political reality in Yemen and 
Yemen’s access to the GCC.

Your works, columns and arti
cles tackled issues from national 
and humanitarian perspectives.

The establishment of “Yemen 
Times” is a successful outcome 
of your hard work towards an 
independent media.

All your work was a remark
able jump into modernity for 
Yemen full of innovations and 
solutions . With much respect, I 
have written these words on your 
memorial. I promise to pursue 
your ideals and march on howev
er thorny the path might be. 
Peace be on your soul in paradise 
with all those martyrs and 
prophets.
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Waleed Khaled, a great Yemeni singer and actor talks to Yemen Times:

“Yemenis: Soaring birds”
W

aleed Khaleel is one 
of the most distin
guished singers and 
film directors that 
Yemen has ever 

known.
Empty songs which are loved by 

others are rejected and discarded by 
Khaleel. He spares no efforts to devel
op both modern and folk Yemeni 
songs.

He has become one of the well- 
known film stars in the world.

Ridhwan al-Saqqaf of the Yemen 
Times met up with him and filed the 
following interview.

Q: How did your career start?
A: It started when I was a student in 

Cairo at the Students’ Syndicate. My 
artistic experience began to be shaped 
during celebrations organized by the 
Yemen’s’ Sons League for the Arab 
and Yemeni communities at the Cairo 
stages. My beginning was in 1980 
where I played a vital role along with 
Yemeni and Egyptian classmates.

Q: In your point of view, how do 
you view the notion of art?

A: Undoubtedly, art plays a vital part 
in man’s life which is similar to that of 
politics. Art and politics are two sides 
of the same coin.

The art addresses the intellect and 
emotions of the human being. Any 
country without art is like a bread with-

out flour. Art raises awareness among 
the people especially the young. Any 
society which takes keen interest in art 
and literature will reach the highest 
level of prosperity.

The world’s horizons are widened 
for the benefit of the human being in 
all aspects of life. Art can play a vital 
role in all aspects like nothing else. Art 
is an indispensable factor for politi
cians, media, theater, music and cine
ma in contemporary life

Q: Can you tell us about your long
term experience in the cinema?

A: My interests in cinema is closely 
related to my music work. I’ve per
formed several works during my stud
ies in Cairo. I’ve also performed in dif
ferent films showing day-to-day life in 
my homeland and the world. Two dis
tinguished actors were chosen, 
Mohammed Hunaidi and Khaled 
Assowi.

A short political film was performed 
dealing with human drama. I also per
formed a film with prominent Egyptian 
film stars including Khaled Assabahi, 
Saleh Dhu Alfakar and Mohsen Mohee 
Addeen.

In addition to this, I have written 
some films, and prepared documentary 
films on the 26 September Revolution 
and the War of Liberation in the south.

During a political and historical film 
titled (An Arab Tale) I acted together 
with the great Yemeni poet, Nabeel al- 
Hakimi.

During my stay in Cairo, I came 
across some Yemeni revolutionaries 
including major general Mohammed 
Qaed Saif. I got acquainted with him 
and he gave me good advice during my 
stay in Cairo.

I also met up with Abdurahman al- 
Baidhani, and talked with him about 
several topics including his famous 
oratories recorded in the Voice of Arab. 
My experience with Yemenis abroad 
has paved the way for me to prosper 
and become a film star.

With a great sorrow, there is no room 
for talking about Yemeni films and of 
course there is no interest at all that 
deserve mentioning by the concerned 
bodies. When I came back to Yemen in 
1989 I didn’t work as a film director 
due to the above-mentioned reason.

Q: What are your recent artistic 
works?

A: My recent works are a continua
tion and revival of the previous ones. 
This has been achieved from three 
standpoints:

First I compiled historical and cul
tural documents with a view of writing 
a complete work narrating the contem

porary history of Aden.
This will be dealt from different 

angles including the strategic location 
of Aden City at that time, its social, 
political, literary and artistic aspects 
along with the revolutionary move
ments which had a great effect on the 
political arena in Yemen at that time.

This has been done in a attentive 
way together with some corrections of 
historical facts since the entering of 
Henz to Aden, a British captain.

This of course will take a lot of time. 
So, the book will comprise three parts. 
The first part of the book is about to be 
finished soon and the other two parts 
are going to be finished at regular 
intervals.

Second, I’ve taken part in a foreign 
film written and composed by brother 
Sami along with his wife, a Danish 
film director. The film is entitled The 
Family and was photographed in 
Denmark, Sana’a, and Aden. I attended 
the film festival titled Odense in 
August in 2001, a city in Denmark. 
The new film is a realistic and social 
one.

Third, preparations are in full swing 
to record documentary films on 
Yemeni antiques, along with interested 
bodies in the field of old civilizations 
in the world. Yemen is known for being 
the cradle of civilization, but its still 
not well-known for its antique-lovers.

Walid Khaleel

A scene from the movie directed by Khaleel, The Family

Tahani Saeed to YT:

We’ve got a long way to go, Baby
T

ahani Saeed al-Khaiba, 
the director of Gender
Studies Department of the 
Central Statistical 
Organization (CSO). The 

department was established in 1987 to 
show the gap between men and women 
in fields including education, health, 
and employment.

It also deals with women and the 
environment, women in decision-mak
ing, women and poverty and media.

The CSO did a household survey in 
1998, a poverty survey in 1999 and 
labor-force survey in 1999. The CSO 
collects and then analyzes this data to 
show men and women statistical por
traits. Tawfeek M. Sharaabi met with 
Mrs. Tahanee and filed the following 
interview:

Q: What is your department’s 
role?

A: Our department role is confined to 
collect data and analyze it, providing 
all bodies concerned and interested 
with them. We help guide women 
organizations to points of limitations 
and problems and they take over by 
conducting projects and more studies to 
address problems. The department is 
not in a position to hold training cours
es and workshops, mainly because of 
the limited support.

In 1997, there used to be some sup
port to prepare the report on the situa
tion of men and women. The support 
was over as soon as the report was pre- 
pared. The second report was self-moti
vated and partly supported by the CSO. 
In 2001, we published the second 
report. Now we are planning to publish 
a small booklet in Arabic and English 
which will include the important recent 
data collected recently.

However, we have contacts with 
women local and international organi
zations. As we coordinate with other 
women organizations, including 
Women National Committee (WNC) 
which hold such courses and work
shops on a regular basis.

Q: What are the major obstacles 
facing Yemeni women?

A: There are many obstacles and 
problems facing Yemeni women. 
Illiteracy is one of the major ones. 
Illiteracy among women is higher than 
that among men. It is attributed to tra
ditions. Some families in rural areas 
prefer to teach the boys rather than the 
girls. They believe girls should stay at 
home following marriage. Girls’ school 
enrollment is far less than that of boys. 
Another obstacle is that schools are 
sometimes far way from villages. 
Moreover, there are no schools for girls 
in some rural areas. Early marriage is 
another obstacle.

Q: How do you assess the situation 
of women with regard to poverty, 
health and the labor force?

A: Regarding poverty, reports show 
that many women run the household. 
They may be divorced or widowed. 
These families are even poorer. Thirty 
percent of families in Yemen are sup
ported by women. They are the bread
winner for their families.

In health, we find that the maternal 
mortality rate is very high, about 800 to 
1000 per 100,000. This is of the highest 
rates all over the world.

Women’s participation in the labor 
force is still very low, about 22 percent 
in comparison to men. Moreover this 
22 percent is restricted to some restrict
ed fields such as education and nursing. 
Another problem is that most women

working in rural areas do work for their 
families with no payment.

However, there is a remarkable 
improvement in the situation for some 
women. Girls enrollment is going up. 
In health production, the situation has 
also improved. Women had a fertility 
rate in 1994 of 7.3 percent. Now the 
rate has slightly decrease. This was 
attributed to family planning.

Q: What about the issues of 
domestic violence against women?

A: In the 2001 report, it came out that 
30 percent of women suffer domestic 
violence in terms of bad treatment by 
the father, brother or husband. There 
are various forms of domestic violence 
including girls’ circumcision and 
forced marriage. The report showed 
that 22 percent of women were circum
cised. Studies showed that this phe
nomenon is much spread in coastal 
areas: in Mahrah, Hadhramout Aden, 
and Hodiedah. This is attributed to emi
gration to Yemen. However, there is 
some improvement now.

Q: How do you find the role of 
women organizations in addressing 
women issues?

A: There are many pioneer organiza
tions which are doing a great job to 
address women issues, including WNC, 
Women Rights Forum, Women Studies 
Center, Sisters’ Forum, ‘Altahadee’ 
Organization, Yemeni Women Union 
and others. However, there are other 
organizations which are doing nothing 
for women.

Women organizations should not 
focus on holding workshops only. They 
also should think of support and 
improving the living standards of 
women. Some organizations are doing 
commendable efforts in this regard 
such as granting loans.

Q: What about the situation of 
women prisoners?

A: The non-existence of pending 
investigation offices is a major concern 
for us and women organizations in gen-

eral. We requested in many seminars 
held for the establishment of such 
offices. However, nothing has changed 
in the Capital Secretariat let alone other 
governorates.

Another problem is that there are 
some women prisoners with their chil
dren. This obviously has a very nega
tive impact on children and their 
growth.

Q: How do you think the Human 
Rights Ministry can support women?

A: The ministry can play a pivotal 
role in this regard. However, the fact is 
that the ministry is still in its infancy. 
The Human Rights Minister has actual
ly been working on setting up the min
istry organizational structure. The min
istry could be a great catalyst for 
women rights, especially as the minis
ter is Dr. Waheeba Fara’e. Since its 
establishment, the ministry has 
achieved remarkable progress. 
However, we do believe that if the min
istry go on with the same pace it will 
accomplish many achievements for 
men and women in general.

Q: Any last word?
A: We appreciate the Yemen Times 

focus in women issues as we hope to 
coordinate with each other to shed 
more light to help address women’s 
rights in our society.

“There are some 
women prisoners 

with their children. 
This obviously has

a very negative 
impact on children 
and their growth. ”

Tahani Saeed al-Khaiba

Women’s rights: 
paper versus reality

By Mayasa Mohammed Jawad 
Yemen Times Staff
Taiz Bureau

Many symposiums and workshops 
on women have been organized in 
Yemen with the view of highlighting 
the problems they are encountering.

The new generation should recog
nize the prime role of women in soci
ety, as we need to plant new seeds 
regarding the value of empowering 
and respecting women.

A symposium, on this context, was 
held May 7-8 on “Women between 
the local laws, and the democratic 
reality.” The symposium was jointly 
held by the Women’ Forum for 
Research & Training - Taiz branch 
and the Canadian Program for 
Developing Local Efforts, Hudeidah.

Amongst the participants at the 
symposium were Ali Saleh Abdullah, 
deputy minister of Social Affairs and 
a host of other government officials 
as well as human rights activists and 
representatives of political parties.

During the symposium many work
ing papers were presented principally 
focusing on problems facing women 
in Yemen and how they can be 
solved.

The issue of women prisoners was 
highlighted in the first day of the 
symposium as well as the status of 
women in relation to human rights 
and freedoms.

In his paper the “International 
Declaration of Human Rights and the 
two international conventions on 
human rights, Dr. Abdulahaq al- 
Maghrebi, shed light on this issue 
from different perspectives, more 
specifically rights and freedoms as 
well as how to protect women under 
the established political systems, and 
how to apply them in conformity with 
local laws. He also spoke about the 
nature of the Human Rights 
Declaration and how the related inter
national conventions can affect what 
is in practice here.

Amal Mugam, Secretary-General 
of the Tihama Association for 
Development dealt in her paper with 
the issue of obstacles encountering 
women. Amal stated that this issue 
has two dimensions: the first, a social 
one while the second a cultural one. 
The latter is reflected in the high illit
eracy rates plus the legal unawareness 
of the majority of women. She added 
that services provided to women is 
generally lacking.

Legal obstacles is ascribable to the 
lack of legal awareness coupled with

women’s limited presence at political 
parties and the top government’s 
posts. She pointed out to the negative 
impact of the traditional view towards 
women restricting its duties to house
hold affairs. “Considerable resources 
should be earmarked to raising 
women level in addition to outlining a 
national plan for girl education, 
specifically in rural Yemen.

Abdulwali al-Qubati and Afrah al- 
Sakr presented a working paper 
which attracted the admiration of all 
participants. The paper discussed the 
reality of women’s prisons in 
Hudeidah, which lack qualified staff 
and equipment needed for rehabilitat
ing female inmates. They called for 
taking into account the special 
demands of female prisoners in gen
eral.

On the second day of the sympo
sium Isra’ al-Qirshi, a lawyer, pre
sented a working paper on discrimi
nation against women, stressing the 
key role of the agreement to prevent 
discrimination against women.

“This agreement should be com
pared with the local legislation grant
ing women many rights,” she said, 
pointing out that women’s rights are 
making progress, though they are still 
violated in different ways.

Su’ad al-Qadasi, chairwomen of 
the Women’s Forum for Research & 
Training, said, the symposium’s pro
gram came as a component of an 
extensive program to change views 
towards discrimination against 
women.

She made it clear that in this man- 
dominated society, which prefers 
male over female babies, things seem 
difficult to change easily.

Su’ad al-Qadasi called for sticking 
to and protecting basic human free
doms in accordance with established 
international and local standards.

The last working paper focused on 
the role of university’s activities in 
pushing girls to practical life. 
Presenter of the paper, Dr. Abdulah 
al-Hanadoh, highlighted the key 
obstacles facing university activities, 
and called for more work towards 
linking the education process with 
family and society. “University edu
cation shouldn’t only be associated 
with jobs,” he recommended.

Since the objective of this sympo
sium is to improve the status of 
women in Yemen in all fields, as well 
as to solve problems facing them, 
organizers say they hope it will 
achieve what it was organized for.
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Before it goes up in smoke
By Dr. Hussein A. Gezairy
Regional Director
WHO Eastern Mediterranean
Region
For Yemen Times

T
he dangers of tobacco, 
both for smokers and non- 
smokers who inhale 
smoke produced by oth
ers, have been document

ed scientifically. In 1987, the Health 
Assembly established World No
Tobacco Day, to take place on 31 May 
every year. Its aim is to discourage 
tobacco users from consuming tobac
co, and to encourage governments, 
communities, groups and individuals 
to become aware of the problem and to 
take appropriate action. World Tobacco 
Day has a different theme and a mes
sage each year.

This year the World Health 
Organization (WHO) is celebrating 
World No Tobacco Day 2002 under the 
theme “Tobacco Free Sports”. The 
Regional Office for Eastern 
Mediterranean has expanded upon this 
theme and is using the slogan “Tobacco 
Free Sport towards a Tobacco Free 

Generation”. It is appropriate that the 
Tobacco Free World Cup kicks-off in 
South Korea on the same day and this 
will hopefully strengthen our message 
and contribute for a wider contribution 
of it.

The Tobacco Free Sports campaign 
was lunched in Geneva Switzerland, on 
22 November 2001 at the Geneva 
International Conference Center, by 
WHO and top official from the federa
tion international de Football 
Association (FIFA) and the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC). At the same time an internation
al coalition of 12 athlete was formed, 
two from each region of WHO, all 
renowned for their sports achievements 
within their regions. The two athletes 
chosen to represent the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region are captain 
Mohammed El-Khatib from Egypt and 
Mr. Imran Khan from Pakistan. This 
team will take forth the message that 
sports and tobacco do not mix.

It is well known by now that tobacco 
kills more than 4 million people every 
year. Between 2000 and 2030 tobacco- 
related diseases will cause 10 million 
deaths, sport, however, is about life and 

healthy living and it is one of the main 
tools to promoting both healthy 
lifestyle and healthy living. 
Unfortunately, the tobacco industry 
turned soon into an advertising 
machine for tobacco products taking 
advantage from its popularity and 
appeal to make more and more attrac
tive to the public and to young people 
in particular. Tobacco use has become 
an “infectious” disease, through mar
keting, advertising, sponsorship and 
promotions and this has to change. 
Sports should in no way be associated 
with tobacco consumption, advertising, 
marketing or promotion.

Thanks to unstinting effort of WHO 
and its partners the rate of sponsorship 
by tobacco industry in the world is 
declining, but in this, the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region it is on the rise. 
People think that tobacco money is 
essential for certain sports events to 
survive. This is untrue. There are good 
examples from all around the world, 
which prove that sports can survive 
without tobacco money. For example 
in South Africa, cricket, which the 
most popular sport there, was totally 
dependent on the money provided by 

the tobacco industry. Yet, in 1996, 
cricket voluntarily ended its associa
tion with tobacco and all sponsorship 
by the tobacco industry, cricket survive 
and become healthier. The real truth is 
that tobacco products needed sports to 
survive not the opposite. In the coun
tries of this Region, the tobacco indus
try sponsors many sports events, such 
as car rallies and football matches. I 
hope that decision-makers in the 
Region will address this challenge so 
that we may see our sports totally free 
of tobacco.

We have commitment and obligation 
to our services and to our children to 
help them achieve the best possible life 
in terms of health and opportunities 
and also to support them to choosing a 
healthy lifestyle, as well as healthy 
habits based on solid scientific infor
mation.

Our children and future generation 
will be not be able to make an informed 
decision if the notions of health and 
healthy living are not implemented in 
theme at an early age. They must be 
made aware of two facts, the harmful 
effects of tobacco and the extent to 
which they are targeted by the tobacco 

industry.
Today, I urge each of you to take a 

leading role in promoting the message 
of World No Tobacco Day in our com
munities. Let us all work to make our 
favorite sports tobacco-free and help in 
creating a tobacco-free generation.

Finally, I thank Captain Mohammed 
El-Khatib and Mr. Imran Khan, on 
behalf of WHO and the tobacco free 
initiative for their tremendous generos

ity in contributing their own time and 
effort to promote the message of 
Tobacco Free Sports. They are already 
role models for the children of the 
Region in their chosen fields, now they 
will be role models for Tobacco Free 
Sports.

I hope that we can take this message 
forward throughout the yea, not just for 
a day.

Smoking risks
M

any young people 
risk developing 
emphysema and a 
lung disease called 
 COPD (chronicobstructive pulmonary disease). A new 

study by Italian researchers demon
strates new data on COPD in relation 
to smoking and other respiratory 
issues. This research was presented at 
a meeting held by the American 
Theoretical Society in Atlanta.

COPD is a chronic disease, most 

often accompanied by bronchitis 
and/or emphysema. It is characterized 
by the gradually closing of the larynx.

A chronic cough and sputum are 
early symptoms of COPD. Few young 
people realize that these are signs of a 
serious illness. To complicate things, 
not everyone with a cough or sputum 
like symptoms develop COPD.

Roughly 20% of those with COPD 
symptoms have asthma. They tend to 
be younger than people with docu
mented cases of COPD.

In a recent study a questionnaire was 
sent to 18,000 people between 20 and 
44 years old , in nine Italian cities. 
These people consisted of business
men, retired people, students, house
wives, and the unemployed.

The questionnaire asked about 
cough and sputum symptoms. It also 
inquired about asthma attacks to juxta
pose similar symptoms.

A third set of questions covered 
smoking habits. Nearly 12% of smok
ers have the COPD chronic cough.

Smokers are at high risk of acquiring 
COPD, nearly 33% of the group sur
veyed were smokers.

Women smokers from a lower eco
nomic class smoke are at higher risk. 
Seven percent of female smokers had 
COPD symptoms.

If you are a smoker, it is time to 
think about how many cigarettes you 
have smoked. How far gone is your 
health? How much of your life has 
gone up in smoke?
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Environmental awareness
By Ismael Al-Ghabri
Yemen Times staff

w
e need a greater 
awareness of our 
environment. We 
need to go to 
schools, organize

competitions, issue publications and 
form a friends of the environment 
association.

It is necessary to implement envi
ronmental education into school cur
riculums. The Ministry of Education 
should consider the importance of this, 
as developed countries do. The next 
generation should have a broad knowl
edge of their environment and how 
they affect it.

However, spreading environmental 
awareness is not only the job of educa
tional institutions, a lion’s share 
should be given to the media. Despite 
the many studies and research we still 
lack laws and legislation to protect our 
environment.

Our common desire should be to 
maintain a clean environment and to 
create an environmentally aware soci
ety. Every citizen should participate in 
protecting the environment at home, in 
the workplace and for country.

Spreading the message to the people 
should be concentrated on by not only 
the press, but by television and radio 
which has a wider audience. These 
mediums can encourage the people to 
adopt proper habits in their daily lives.

Weekly radio programs could shed 
light on the Yemeni environmental 
issues. They could define the compli
cated relationship between man and 
environment and then help remedy 
negative behavior. Society’s practice 
of littering without regard to their sur
roundings could be cured with a prop
er campaign. Radio is an effective 
wide spreading tool in communication 
through which we can address the pub
lic quickly.

Television is an effective way of

communication, it shows people the 
message in addition to the story. We 
have all seen a good example of envi
ronmental messages on TV about 
water consumption. There should be 
more messages like that focused on 
children to increase their knowledge 
about their environment.

We should educate the children

about bad food, especially food con
taminated by insecticides and non 
inspected foods. There should be a 
link between family and environment. 
Specially for women, because they are 
the foundation of the family and her 
conduct should lead the family in the 
right direction, towards a clean 
Yemeni environment.

A Photo of the Utama Sanctuary

World facing critical 
choices on environment

LONDON (Reuters) - The world is at 
an environmental crossroads where the 
choice between greed and humanity 
will decide the fate of millions of peo
ple for decades to come, the United 
Nations Environment Program said 
Wednesday.

"Fundamental changes are possible 
and required," UNEP executive director 
Klaus Toepfer told a news conference 
presenting the third Global 
Environment Outlook report. "It would 
be a disaster to sit back and ignore the 
picture painted."

The GEO-3 report, designed to kick 
world leaders into action ahead of the 
Johannesburg earth summit in late 
August, sees a bleak outlook for the 
future unless radical action is taken 
now.

"The choices made today are critical 
for the forests, oceans, rivers, moun
tains, wildlife and other life support 
systems upon which current and future 
generations depend," it said.

The report painted four possible sce
narios ranging from the greed-driven 
"markets first" future to the caring and 
sharing "sustainability first" approach.

Under the first, three percent of the 
earth's surface disappears under con
crete by 2032, more than half the popu
lation is living with drought, 70 percent 
of the remaining land and animals are 
under threat and 16 billion tonnes of 
carbon dioxide is being belched into the 
air each year from fossil fuels.

Under the latter scenario, cities and 
highways eat up less land, drought is 
kept at bay by better water manage
ment. the pressure on land and animals 
stabilizes and global carbon dioxide 
emissions stabilize at just half the greed 
policy route.

EXTINCT SPECIES
In the decade since the first world

earth summit in Rio de Janeiro 58 
species of fish, one mammal and one 
bird species have become extinct and a 
remaining quarter of the world's mam
mals and one in eight of its birds are on 
the critical list.

Life-giving forests are being ripped 
apart, fertile land is disappearing under 
concrete or into the sea and waterways 
are drying up or dying of pollution.

Dire poverty, hunger and sickness are 
rampant across the planet and the glob
alization of trade is carrying with it pol
lution on a global scale.

The world's seas, already under 
attack from litter and poisons, are also 
being plundered by man to the extent 
that nearly one-third of the world's 
stock of fish is now ranked as depleted, 
overexploited or recovering, the report 
said.

But Toepfer, a former German envi
ronment minister, stressed that while 
the picture was bleak it was not beyond 
redemption.

"This is an eye opener. The figures 
are not a nightmare prognosis for the 
sake of making a nightmare prognosis," 
he said, calling on the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development — dubbed the 
second world earth summit — to take 
urgent steps.

"Decisive action can achieve positive 
results. Our moto for Johannesburg is 
planet, people, prosperity," he said, urg
ing the meeting to set clear, achievable 
and effective targets to tackle poverty 
and deprivation without destroying the 
environment.

"We need a concrete action 
plan...concrete projects...and above all a 
clear political declaration," Toepfer 
said. "That is the most important of all."

"We now have hundreds of declara
tions, agreements, guidelines and legal
ly-binding treaties. Let us now find the 
political courage and the innovative 
financing needed to implement these 
deals," he added.

A common industrial scene, essential for the economy but detrimental to 
our environment
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Local Press
Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

26 September week
ly,organ of Yemeni 
Armed Forces, 6 
June 2002.

Main headlines:
- Pakistani authorities hand over 28 

Yemeni nationals to the American 
forces

- American police arrests 4 Yemeni 
expatriates and releases another

- President Ali Abdullah Saleh inau
gurates the 1st phase of communi
cation, information technology 
city

- Lebanese president to visit Yemen 
next September

- Security source: Islah-affiliate 
students & gunmen storm Sana’a 
University campus

- YR 413,4 billion worth strategic 
projects on easing poverty

The political editor of the newspa
per has written an article on the phe
nomenon of vengeance in Yemen say
ing the elimination of this phenome
non is the responsibility of all. It is a 
task to be shouldered by all the 
Yemenis through comprehending the 
dangers of its continuation with its ori
entations,dimensions and detriment 
consequences on security, stability 
and development. These are pillars 
constituting the foundations for any 
civilized construction leading Yemen 
to to progress and keeping pace with 
world civilization as well as achieving 
prosperity for the Yemeni people.

Vengeance is one of the inherited 
deformed phenomena of our Yemeni 
society that preserves civilized values, 
traditions and customs. Most of those 
phenomena have disappeared by 
virtue of positive developments and 
changes created by the Yemeni revolu
tions of 26 September and 14 October 
that covered all political, and econom
ic fields.

Al-Ihya’a al-Arabi 
weekly, organ of the 
National Arab Baath 
Socialist party,6
June 2002.

Main headlines:
U.S. intelligence chief on secret 
visit to Yemen

- Victims of vengeance around 2000 
killed in four governorates

- PGC”s assistant secretary-gener- 
al:Yemen targeted by America

- Iraq invites number of Yemeni 
media men

- Five-month stay of execution sen
tences against two editors and edi
tor in chief of Al-Thawri newspa
per

- Murder attempt against Chairman 
of Yemeni Journalists Syndicate

Columnist Abdulhamza al- 
Mansouri says in an article that Iraq’s 
foreign policy has taken steps that 
have left their mark on Iraq’s modern 
history and its relations with others.

The writer has cited a number of 
characteristics of Iraq's policy, sum
ming them up as follows:
- It works for founding and stabiliz

ing an accurate and equal under
standing of Iraq's relations with 
other countries based on respect of 
Iraq and Arab countries sovereign
ty.
It considers pan-Arab security as 
indivisible entirety through Iraq's 
relations with non-Arab countries. 

- Defending regional and Arab prin
ciples or not merely slogans with
in, the frame of generalizations, 
They are slogan for actual imple
mentation.

- Iraq's political policy address does 
not submit to games of politics 
giving priority to interests at the 
expanse of the nations central 
issues.

- Iraq's policy is aware of schemes 
of American imperialism and 

Zionism in the area aimed at fac
ing the fiat accompli policy.
Iraq’s policy has been dependent, 
in dealing with all, on principle of 
equality, common interests and 
balanced international relations 
stemming from national and pan
Arab interests.

- The Iraqi policy has its special 
identity through pursuing a policy 
of comprehensive development in 
areas of science, technology, cul
ture, industry, agriculture and 
trade and diversification of arma
ment.

- Avoiding double standard is 
another feature of Iraq’s foreign 
policy.

- Also, the Iraqi policy depends on a 
scientific approach pinpointing 
the goods and choosing the causes 
away from whims or extortion of 
the enemies.

- Iraq has no two different policies; 
one for local consumption and the 
other tailored for dealing with 
those outside its boundaries.

Al-Wahdawi weekly, 
organ of the 
Nasserite People’s 
unionist organiza
tion, 4 June 2002.

Main headlines:
- Political leaderships: Foreign par

ties behind Eritrea, Yemeni gov
ernment continues a hush-hush 
policy.

- Large-scale resentment towards 
re-erecting British Queen 
Victoria’s statue to Aden.

- Group of gunmen open fires in 
Shara’ab.

- Chairman of Yemeni Journalists 
Syndicate, exposed to killing 
attempted at the Syndicate build
ing in Sana’a.

Columnist Ahmed Saeed discusses 
in article the problem of Qat in 
Yemen. He says it is difficult for our 
government to address the problem of 

Qat and confront it as an economic 
phenomenon. This is because of 
absence of strategic vision to treat its 
consequences by encouragement of 
alternatives for producing other crops 
bringing higher profits. Such alterna
tives could attempt Yemeni farmers to 
grow crops other than Qat.

It is confirmed that Qat tree’s nega
tive aspects are not only confirmed to 
the individuals and family economic 
and social conditions. They exceed 
that to the economic situation as a 
whole. Growing Qat trees causes also 
a rise in food products and a drop of 
their purchasing power owing to 
recession of their cultivated area and 
expansion of the area allocated to 
growing Qat trees.

The problem is aggravating every
day through expansion in growing Qat 
at the expense of other crops. 
Economic resources i arable lands and 
water are wasted consecutively if 
there are no speedy arrangements 
taken to remove one of the causes hin
dering development in Yemen. If all 
failed to tackle this problem, the coun
try would suffer from its conse
quences.

Attariq weekly
4 June 20002.

Main headlines:
- Thousands of employees in Aden 

pensioned off.
- Attempted attack on Journalists 

Chairman.
- Journalists express solidity with 

their chairman.
Workshop on development in the 
Arab countries.

- Somali’s refugees conditioned dis
cussed.

Saeed Abdulrab al-Hawthari stress
es in his article that the corruption is 
an integrated system with intercon
nected links. It has its symbols and 
mechanism with which some influen- 
tials use under justification of finan

cial and administrative reform.
People have become accustomed to 

talk about the octopus of corruption 
growing at the skinny body of our 
society, wandering why nobody dares 
to tackle.

What we experience on the ground 
is inconsistent with statements and 
warnings of the president and his fight 
on corruption. How would the govern
ment expect the citizen to believe laws 
issued by it while they are not 
enforced. He has not ever seen or 
heard of a corrupt Qat accounted or 
stood trail. The citizen wanders when 
would the wheel of actual reform 
begin to rotate and the proper person 
is put in the proper place or position?

AL-Wahda weekly, 
5 June 2002.

Main headlines:
- Political discussion about Yemen 

socialist party initiatives and elec
toral system.

- Government approves strategy for 
alleviating poverty in Yemen.

- Number of constituencies to be 
announced soon.
Teaching & training institutions in 
several governorates to be estab
lished

The newspaper’s editorial is devot
ed to discussing the issue of 
vengeance. It says the phenomenon of 
revenge and tribal fights one of the 
disasters threatening hopes, inspira
tions and rather strategies adopted by 
the government and civil society 
establishments for building a more 
stable future and a more firm state. 
The battle erupting between tribes, 
however limited it were, devours 
hopes and expectations of the new the 
Yemeni generation dreaming of a bet
ter future.

This evil phenomenon has become a 
mark on the forehead of a community 
feeling proud of their unity and grow
ing democracy. It has become a source 

of trouble and arrogance to the state 
and its modern institutions and to all 
those yearning for sovereignty of the 
state and order and law. It has also 
become a source offering reputation of 
Yemen and Yemenis.

The vengeance phenomenon could 
not be eliminated by only symposiums 
and conferences, nor through deci
sions and recommendations or even 
laws. It would not be ended by merely 
unleashing threats. The will is the 
essence and determination is the guar
antee for this will.

Al-Sahwa weekly 
6 June 2002.

Main headlines:
- People’s General Congress party 

divides the country through elec
toral divisions process.

- Bajammal evades parliament 
accountability.

- Algerian elections confirm superi
ority of national and Islamic trend.

Ali bin Abduallah al-Wasei says in 
his article that it is natural for the 
regimes built on multi-party system 
every political party would to seek to 
get a majority to implement its plans 
which it deems as favor of the country. 
The means for obtaining majority 
should be reasonable. The author wan
ders about the sort of majority when 
the ruling party controls everything. 
Such majority would stand against the 
reason and logic as long as its leader
ship wants that. If that leadership 
wants corruption that majority would 
support it. For instance prices of elec
tricity and water were increased and 
some members of parliament took the 
side of the people, but the majority 
stood up to that and thus foiled efforts 
of all those wanting to oppose the rise 
in prices. In this concept, the majority 
has become something fearful. It has 
become a torturing whip.

World Press
Major news items in leading 

international newspapers 
Provided by Xinhua

Egypt
Al Ahram

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
and his U.S. counterpart George W. 
Bush Saturday in Camp David exam
ined ways of activating the peace 
process in the Middle East in the light 
of the proposals made by Mubarak for 
breaking the current deadlock.

AI Akhbar
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 

called on Egypt and the United States to 
swiftly hold an international conference 
on the Middle East peace.

Al Gomhuria
Egypt’s People's Assembly will debate 
Saturday the new budget for fiscal year 
2002/2003.

The debates cover the plan and budg
et committee’s reports on the new budg
et and means to increase the living stan
dard of people.

Egyptian Mail
Because of the delays in approving 

the organs transplant law, the Ministry 
of Health’s committees refused to allow 
the import of corneas which could 
enable thousands of patients to restore 
their eyesight.

U.K
The Times

England beat Argentina, their most 
dearly beloved enemy in sports on 
Friday. They need only draw in their 
match against Nigeria on Wednesday 
to march into the second round of the 
World Cup.

Financial Times
The millions of pounds spent on cel

ebrating England’s World Cup victory 
over Argentina will help to make up for 
the large but temporary damage to pro
ductivity, analysts said on Friday. The 
celebration spending could reach 150 
million pounds (225 million U.S. dol
lars) this weekend.

The Daily Telegraph
The British Museum is to close its

doors to visitors on June 17 at the 
height of the tourist season because of 
a 24-honor strike by staff protesting at 
cuts and job losses, its management

said on Friday.

The Independent
Two British women who made his

tory by trekking to the North Pole flew 
to Britain on Friday to begin sampling 
the home comforts they missed on 
their three-month journey.

The Guardian
The drive to persuade middle class 

parents to keep their children in state 
schools in Britain hangs in the balance 
because of underfunding and poor dis
cipline, the general secretary of the 
National Association of Head Teachers 
warned on Friday.

Japan
Nihon Keizai, Yomiuri, Asahi, 

Mainichi
Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro 

Koizumi tells government economic 
council to finish tax reform by end of 
Fiscal Year 2006.

Nihon Keizai
Emergency defense bills unlikely 

to pass during the current Japanese 
parliament session.

Asahi
Japan’s birthrate hits record low of 

1.33 in 2001.

Yomiuri
Over 50 Japanese firms recall 

foods that have used banned flavor
ings.

Indai
The Statesman

Indian official Friday suggested to 
the U.S. delegation led by the deputy 
secretary of state, Mr. Richard 
Armitage, that American technologi
cal expertise be used to monitor 
telecommunication systems in 
Pakistan-controlled Kashmir.

The Hindustan Time
Tension was a bit down on both 

sides of India and Pakistan, but that 
does not mean the situation was out 
of danger, said a cautiously optimistic 
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State 
Richard Armitage after meeting 
Indian leaders in New Delhi on 
Friday

The Hindu
As the United States Friday deliv

ered a credible and substantive com
mitment from Pakistan on perma
nently ending cross-border infiltra
tion across the Line of Control in 
Jammu and Kashmir, India is likely 
to respond with some matching ges
tures in the next few days.

Pakistan
The News

President Pervez Musharraf on 
Friday said that Pakistan did not have 
any aggressive designs but would 
defend its borders with all its 
resources and people’s power.

The Frontier Post
The Government of Pakistan on 

Friday condemned Israel’s attack on 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat’s

headquarters in Ramallah.

The Statesman
India and Pakistan want to avoid 

war with each other and tensions are 
"a bit down” in south Asia but crucial 
points of dispute between the nuclear
armed rivals remain, U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of State Richard Armitage 
said on Friday.

Kenya
Kenya Times

Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi 
said on Friday that the New 
Partnership for African Development 
will enable Kenya and other countries 
on the continent assemble cars locally.

Daily Nation
A campaign against HIV/AIDS. 

dubbed “Staying Alive”, will soon be 
launched in Kenya and other African 
countries.

President Moi has signed into law 
the bill requiring publishers to sign 
bonds of one million shillings (12,700 
U.S. dollars) to run newspapers and 
magazines in Kenya.

East African Standard
President Moi on Friday decried the 

dumping of imported dairy products 
into the country, saying it was threat
ening the survival of livestock farm
ers.

Nigeria
The Guardian

Nigeria's Supreme Court Friday 
declared the Independent Corrupt 
Practices and Other Related Offences 
Commission as a constitutionally 
functioning body, saying that the anti
graft panel has power to arrest and 
detain corrupt officials in the country.

This Day
The World Bank has approved two 

separate loans worth 237 million U.S.

dollars to tackle poverty and health 
problems in Nigeria.

Vanguard
The United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organizations 
set up the African Network for 
Innovation in Higher Education as a 
new drive to promote educational sec
tor in Africa.

Philippines
The Philippine Star

American hostage Martin Burnham 
and Filipina nurse Ediborah Yap held 
by Abu Sayyaf bandits were killed 
Friday afternoon during a rescue bid 
by government troops in the southern 
Philippine province of Zamboanga del 
Norte while Martin’s wife Gracia was 
freed but wounded.

Manila Bulletin
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

Friday signed into law four bills, 
including the 2002 Comprehensive 
Dangerous Drugs Act which imposes 
heavy fines and stiff penalties for ille
gal drug trafficking.

Philippine Daily Inquirer
President Arroyo has asked her 

allies in the Senate to “reach out” to 
the opposition and find a way out of 
the leadership deadlock in the upper 
chamber.
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I. What to Say
Situations and Expressions (19): 
Expressing disapproval/ criticism (i)

Most of us are eager to hear kind 
words about us. But how many 
of us have learnt to take words 
of disapproval or criticism in a positive 

way? It is easier to criticize others than 
bear with criticism. However, when 
criticizing someone we should be 
careful about our expression so that 
the other person gets the point without 
feeling hurt or offended. In other words, 
your criticism should be done in a 
healthy, constructive spirit and not 
carry a sting with it. Your criticism 
should aim at correcting a certain 
aspect of one’s personality. It should, 
by no means, smack of cynicism and 
bad taste.

Let’s examine a few phrases 
expressing criticism.

He seems to have a negative 
approach.
He gives himself airs.
He seems to lack modesty and 
humility.
He is a maverick.
You seem to look at the wrong end 
of the telescope.
He is too narrow in his outlook.
His words are full of sound and fury 
signifying little.
Thinks himself the salt of the earth. 
He pooh poohs others.
He has a bloated ego.
She considers herself an angel. 
He is a Mr. know-all.
It’s not in good taste to deride 
others.
It’s easy to find fault with others. 
He is a coxcomb.
He is foppish and dandiacal. 
He is vainglorious.
They are very parochial in their 
thinking.
It’s easy to find fault with others, 
but very hard to discover one’s own 
flaws.
He is very easily excitable.
He makes mountains of a mole hill. 
She is too biased.
We are unworthy successors of a 
glorious heritage.
She makes a fetish of clothes. 
He is sick of self love.
He has a habit of taking bird bolts 
as canon bullets.

II. How to Say it Correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the 
following sentences.
1. The accused effected madness in

the court at the time of trial.
2. Murtaja is an adapt in the art of 

singing classical songs.
3. He is living in object poverty.
4. The children were playing besides 

the road.
5. The thief was caught red handedly.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. If I told you the plot, it would 

quench your desire to read the 
story.

2. We must take some steps to 
resolve the stalemate.

3. There is an urgent need to lay the 
basis of a sound and viable labor 
policy.

4. I love to see (watch) the World 
Cup football matches.

5. The police have discovered a 
conspiracy.

III. How to express it in one word
1. Violent windstorm.
2. Person who sees little or no good 

in anything.
3. Metrical foot of one long syllable 

followed by two short syllables.
4. Building where milk is kept and milk 

products are made.
5. Wall built to keep back water and 

raise its level.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. Course of study in a school, 

college, etc: Curriculum (n)
2. Of handwriting with the letters 

rounded and joined together: 
Cursive (adj.)

3. Quick, hurried reading without 
attention to details: Cursory (adj.)

4. Piece of cloth hung up at window or 
door: Curtain (n)

5. In agreement with custom: 
Customary (n)

IV. Grammar and Composition
a) Study Skills
Explain the meanings of the 
following abbreviations
1. ibid; 2. Op. cit; 3. Loc. cit;
4. idem; 5. Cf.

b) Idioms and Phrases
Use the following phrases in 
illustrative sentences
1. answerable to
2. annoyed with
3. in anticipation
4. antagonistic to
5. antipathetic to

c) Words commonly confounded.
Bring out the differences in meaning 
of the following pairs of words

1. astonish, surprise
2. astrology, astronomy
3. attach, attache
4. attain, retain
5. attire, retire

Answers to last week’s questions
1. aspiration (n) (desire for 

something): He has aspirations to 
rise to the top.
respiration (n) (breathing): The 
patient has difficulties in 
respiration.

2. assassination (n) (murder of an 
important politician or ruler): The 
assassination of Martin Luther King 
is a dark chapter in the human 
history.
murder (n) (Unlawful killing of a 
human being): The police have 
arrested the criminal for cold 
blooded murder.

3. assay (n) (test of purity of a metal): 
The geologist made an assay of 
the metal ore.
essay (n) (a short piece of writing 
in prose on any subject): She wrote 
a brilliant essay on the harmful 
effects of qat.

4. ascent (n) (The act of going up): 
The plane is on the ascent.
assent (n) (official agreement to a 
proposal): The President has given 
assent to the bill.

5. assumption (n) (taking something 
as true): Their assumption that war 
would break out between the two 
countries was proved wrong.
resumption (going on after 
stopping for some time): The 
resumption of dialogue between 
the two sides has generated hope 
for a peaceful settlement of the 
issue.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran

VI. Words of Wisdom
“We pardon as long as we love.”

—La Rochefucauld

“(Our religion) 
Takes its hue from Allah 

And who can give a better hue 
than Allah. It is He 

Whom we worship”.
S2 A138

English Department, Faculty of Languages, 
Sana’a Organizes Literary Competitions

T
he Department of English, 
Faculty of Languages. 
Sana’a University organ
ized Debate, and Elocution 
Competitions on Saturday, 

25th May. 2002 at 10:30 AM. The Essay 
Writing competition was held by the 
department a fortnight ago. The func
tion opened with the recitation from the 
Holy Qura’an by a student of the fourth 
level, Mohammed Ali Zuhra. In his wel
come speech, the Chairman of the 
English Department, Prof. A. K. 
Sharma, while welcoming the distin
guished guests, stated that the objective 
of these competitions was to develop 
the personality of the students in such a 
way that they were equipped with the 
necessary skills and resources to face 
the challenges of their life which lay 
ahead. The welcome speech was fol
lowed by the Elocution and the Debate 
competitions in which the students of 
the Department gave ample evidence of 
their creative gifts. The events were fol
lowed by the speeches of the Dean of 
faculty. Prof. Tariq Al-Junaibi, Prof. D. 
Thakur and Prof B. P. Singh respective
ly. In his speech, Prof. Tariq Al-Junaibi

expressed his appreciation for the effort 
made by the Chairman of the English 
Department, Prof A. K. Sharma to hold 
such events which helped the students 
in their pursuit for excellence. Prof. 
Thakur lauded the efforts of the 
Department for organizing such creative 
events which brought out the best in the 
students. These speeches were followed 
by the prize distribution and giving 
away of certificates to the students by

the Dean of the Faculty Prof. Tariq Al- 
Junaibi and Prof. D. Thakur. The func
tion ended with a vote of thanks pro
posed by Prof. A. K. Shanna.

The events were coordinated by the 
Assistant Professor of the Department, 
Dr. Rajiv Bhushan. The panel of judges 
included Prof. B. P Singh, Prof. M. 
Singh and Dr. R. K. Jayaraman.

Results of the competitions
Debate Competition

1st Prize:
• Enas Othman Ahmed Al-Hopishy (3rd 

level)
2nd Prize:

• Hanan Abdul Hamed Al-Touqi (4th 
level)

3rd Prize:
• Mohammed Abdul-Rahman Ali (4th 

level)

Elocution Competition
1st Prize:

• Enas Othman Ahmed Al-Hopishi (3rd 
level)

2nd Prize:

• Inass Yahia Al-Shaddadi (3rd level)
3rd Prize:

• Afaq Hussien Ali Al-Tamimi (3rd level)

Essay-Writing Competition
1st Prize:

• Safa Abdullah Al-Sharif (4th level)
• Sohair Murad (4th level)

2nd Prize:
• Hanan Ibrahim Sharafuddin (3rd level)
• Ahlam Abdul Rab Alwan Al-Masny (2nd 

level)
3rd Prize:

• Najat Ali Al-Badani (4th level)

YOUTH FORUM
How to walk away
It is hard to walk away from 
your friends but it can be 
done. A lot of it boils down to 
your self-esteem. If you know 
that what you believe in is 
right, you stand a better 
chance at sticking to your 
decision. Having another friend who joins you 
takes a lot of the power out of peer pressure 
and makes it much easier to resist. It is great 
to have friends with values similar to yours 
who will back you up when you don’t want to 
do something. Remember to give support to a 
friend you see having trouble resisting peer
pressure too. That is why your parents or 
teachers have always advised you to "choose 
your friends wisely”. Friends really help to

make you what you are and vice-versa. Even 
if you face peer pressure alone, there are still 
things you can do. You can try to avoid 
situations where you will feel pressurized to 
do something you don’t want to do. Just be 
firm and say, “No” or hang around other 
friends who like to do the same things you do. 
If you continue to face peer pressure and 
you’re finding it difficult to handle, talk to some 
one you can trust. Don’t feel guilty if you’ve 
made a mistake. Talking to a parent or a 
teacher can help you feel much better and 
prepare you for the next time you are in such 
a situation.

Sameer Saleh Al-Mahabshi
Khawlan

Letters from Readers
Dear sir,
My name is Dezalini. I want to improve my 
English through your column. For example I 
want to learn how to write letters, and things 
like that. I can speak and write English. I want 
to learn from the internet Please send me the 
details.

Dezalini M. F.
deza@2002yahoo.com

Dear Dezalini,
Thank you for your mail. There are several 
ways of learning English including this column 
Improve your English’ and internet. Make 

sincere efforts in a systematic manner. I am 
sure you will be able to fulfill your aim.
Best wishes Dr. Ramakanta Sahu

Inter-University English Debate and Recitation 
Competitions, Sana’a University - Sana’a

T
he Department of English in 
the Faculty of Arts organ
ized on Sunday 26th May 
an Inter-University debate 
and competition for reciting 

passages from Shakespeare's plays. 
The universities that participated in 
this event were the University of 
Dhamar. the University of Hodeidah, 
the University of Ibb and the host uni
versity, the University of Sana'a. It is 
an event that the Department enthusi
astically organizes every year, and stu
dents in Departments of English all 
over the country eagerly look forward 
to. It has generated a lot of healthy 
rivalry, a great deal of expectations 
about increasingly higher standards of 
performance every year, and a confi
dence in the students that, now, they 
can compete favorably even in an 
international event of this kind. The 
glittering ceremony was attended 
among others by Dr. Abdul Salaam al- 
Jowfy, the Vice-Rector for Students 
Affairs, University of Sana’a, Dr. 
Tawfiq Sufiyan, the Vice-Rector for 
Post-graduate Studies and Research, 
Dr. Hussein al-Bakry, the Dean of the 
Faculty of Arts, Dr. Khalid Tamim, the 
President of the University Teachers’ 
Association for all university teachers 
in Yemen, Dr. Ibrahim al-Silwi, the 
Vice-Rector for Academic Affairs, the 
University of Taiz, and Dr. Abdul 
Raheem al-Silwi, the Director of the 
Computer Center of the University of 
Sana’a. Teachers from Departments of 
English in other universities in Yemen 
came to attend the function as 
observers. His Excellency, Mr. M. S.

Suman, the Ambassador of India in 
Sana’a, attended the function as its 
Chief guest. Jamaal Abdul Nasser 
Hall, the largest auditorium of Sana’a 
University, where this function was 
held, was packed to capacity, but in 
spite of being overwhelmingly attend
ed, one could notice an admirable 
degree of silence and discipline.
Address by the Dean
In his speech, the Dean expressed a 
great appreciation for what Prof. 
Thakur, the Chairman of the 
Department of English, and his col
leagues were doing to raise the aca
demic standards of achievements in 
English. He said that he was proud of 
the way the Department of English was 
acquitting itself.
Address by distinguished guests
Dr. Abdul Salaam al-Jowfi, Dr. Khalid 
Tamim and Dr. Ibrahim al-Silwi also 
expressed great admiration for the 
Department and praised the English 
Department for talcing the lead in this 
direction.
Speech by Mr. William Helz, 
Director of YALI
Mr. William Helz, the Director of 
YALI, who was one of the three 
judges, lavishly praised the standard of 
attainment and the dexterity in oratori
cal skill displayed by students from 
different universities in Yemen, more 
so by students from the Department of 
English, Faculty of Arts, University of 
Sana’a.
Remarks by Prof. J. Shaw
Another judge, Prof. Jonathan Shaw, 
Visiting Professor from India, said that 
the best students in this competition

would be rated very high anywhere in 
any national or international event of 
this type.
Address by Prof. Thakur
In his speech. Prof. Thakur praised the 
Vice-Rector for Students Affairs and 
the Dean of the Faculty for all the 
moral and financial support that they 
had readily and enthusiastically 
extended to him for this event. He also 
praised the members of his Department 
for putting in a great deal of hard work 
for the success of this event. He said 
that reciting the composition of an 
author, for example, reciting a passage 
from Shakespeare’s plays, was not 
only a matter rhetorical skill or fault
less pronunciation and articulation; it 
was an act of re-creation; it was an 
attempt to give a new meaning and a 
new vigor to the passage being recited. 
Referring to the participants’ perform
ance in the debate, he said that a debate 
was not a matter of mere facts and 
arguments; it was an act of fanning the 
fire hiding inside us and putting that 
fire into our debate in such a way that 
it acquires a new glitter, a new glow 
and by far over shines the logical struc
ture of day to day communication. He 
said that he started this annual event 
with the dream that in course of time it 
will lead to a new tradition and new 
generation of orators in Yemen, and 
hopefully, some day in the future one 
of his students would speak so splen
didly in the UNO or in the Security 
Council that every one in that organi
zation would say that he/she is a really 
wonderful speaker.The galaxy of distinguished guests

Dr. D. Thakur addresses the gather
ing

Results of the competitions
The following are the students 
who were awarded prizes on 
that day.
Inter-University Competition 
for Reciting Passages from 
Shakespeare:

First
• Wafa Abdul Ghani Hamid, 

Sana'a University
Second

• Ali Abdullah Saleh 
Mohammed, 
Hodeidah University

Third
• Abdullah Mohammed 

Ibrahim al-Bohaisi, 
Sana’a University

Excellent Performance:
• Talal Sadiq Ahmed Khalid 

Hodiedah University
• Saba’a Ali Ahmed, 

Dhamar University
Very Good Performance:

• Majid Mohammed 
Shamsan,

Ibb University
• Fawaaz Mohammed Ahmed 

Ali,
Dhamar University

• Fahd Abdul Aziz, 
Ibb University.

Inter-University Debate: 
First

• Souleiman Hassan Ali 
Sana’a University

Second
• Majid Naji Mohammed 

Nasher
Ibb University

Third
• Ahlam Abdul Raheem al- 

Silwi
Sana'a University

Excellent Performance:
• Amar Sais Ahmed al-Buraihi 

Ibb University
Very Good Performance:

• Muneeer Ahmed Ali 
Hodeidah University

• Sawsan Mohammed Ahmed

Dhamar University
• Ghazwan Mohammed 

Ahmed, 
Dhamar University

Departmental Competition for
Reciting Passages from
Shakespeare:

First
• Souleiman Hassan Ali
Second

• Wafa Abdul Ghani Hamid 
Excellent Performance:

• Abdullah Mohammed 
Ibrahim al-Bohaisi

• Sami Mohammed Makki
• Rosa Hussein al-Asmar
Very Good Performance:

• Ameen Mohammed Zuhair
• Fawzia Yahya al-Ba’adani
• Hana’a Hussein Ali Sedah
• Ahmed Yahya Ahmed Ali
• Muna Yaseen al-Sabri
• Kian Taha Abdul Qadir
• Haifa Mohammed Abdul 

Karim

• Alima Ibrahim Mohammed 
al-Silwi

• Ahmed Mohammed Mohsin.
Departmental Debate: 
First

• Souleiman Hassan Ali 
Second

• Muna Ali Ahmed al-Osaimi 
Excellent Performance:

• Abdullah Mohammed 
Ibrahim al-Bohaisi

• Mohammed M. Saleh al- 
Faqeeh

• Dina Hassan al-lryani
• Sami Mohammed Makki
• Angham Hassan al-Shami
• Ahlam Abdul Raheem al- 

Silwi
• Rabab Abdul Qadoos al- 

Midhwahi
Very Good Performance:
• Shatha Murad Sadiq
• Samar Abdul Aziz Mothahar
• Hayat Ali Abdu.

Farewell Function At Amran
T

he Department of English, 
Faculty of Education-Amran 
organized a function to bid 
farewell to its Level Four students on 

28th May 2002. It was attended by a 
large number of students, teachers from 
other Departments besides the Dean of 
the Faculty, Dr. Abdullah Al-Najaar, 
Vice Dean Dr.Abdul Hamid, Chairman 
of the Department of English, Professor 
P.A. Abraham, Dr. S.K.Mukul, Mr. 
Ibrahim Shami, Mrs.Shahaba and many 
others. The function started with the 
recitation of verses from the Holy 
Quran.

Certificate of Merit
At the function, the Dean Dr. 

Abdullah awarded a Certificate of Merit 
to Professor and Chairman of the 
Department Dr. P.A.Abraham in recog
nition of his commendable services as 
an exemplary teacher of English for the 
past five years in the Faculty. Four stu
dents from Level Four- Mohammed 
Hizam Saleh, Rizwan Kassim Ghalib, 
Akram Ali Mohammed and Khaleel 
Shaif were also given certificates and 
prizes for scoring the highest marks in

Level Three.
In his keynote address, the Dean of 

the Faculty Dr. Abdullah, appreciating 
the contribution of Dr. Abraham and his 
team, urged the students to emulate the 
good examples taught by their teachers. 
He also underlined the importance of 
English as an international language 
and emphasized that we should give a 
great deal of priority to the proper learn
ing of this language. The Vice Dean Dr. 
Abdul Hameed also congratulated Dr. 
Abraham for his efforts to encourage 
the students to develop their talents by 
arranging various extra-curricular activ
ities in the Department.

In his speech Dr. Abraham expressed 
his gratitude to the Dean who is always 
a great source of inspiration and encour
agement and who has given his 
unflinching, wholehearted support to all 
the activities of the Department. He fur
ther expressed his sentiments, recount
ing the days he had spent with the out
going students. He cited several quota
tions and called upon the students to 
contribute to the building of modern 
Yemen. Dr. S.K Mukul, in his speech,

expressed his mixed feelings of joy and 
sorrow on this occasion and reminded 
the students of their duties responsibili
ties. Students representing Level Four 
and Level Three also spoke and they 
were all unanimous in expressing their 
gratitude to the teachers from whom 
they have learned not only English but 
also many useful tips for life. Some stu
dents also recited poems written by 
them. The function came to a close with 
the vote of thanks given by Mr.Ibrahim 
Shami.

Dr. Abraham (right) receives Certificate of Merit 
from Dr. Abdullah Al-Najjar, Dean (center). Dr. 
Abdul Hameed, Vice Dean (left) looks on.

Indian Embassy School Congratulates Its students
The All India Secondary School Examination Results of the Indian Embassy School, Sana’a have been very 
good this year with cent-percent pass rate.5of 6 pupils have obtained first division with the 6th pupils almost 
making it to that level. I congratulate the students and the teachers on this commendable performance.

Admissions for class XI is now open.

Principle, Indian Embassy School, Sana’a

yahoo.com
mailto:deza@2002yahoo.com
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ALSAEED CO. FOR MANUFACTURING CONCRETE & CONTRACTING 
A LUMINOUS SIGN IN CONSTRUCTION DEVELOPMENT

In support to the construction progress that our country is witnessing, Al 
Saeed company for concrete manufacturing and contracting is active in several 
activities that participate effectively in developing this vital activity. It follows the 
recent scientific techniques and utilizing state-of-the-art-technology.

WITH THE GRACE OF ALLAH
• We are a leading company in manufacturing 

concrete piles in all sizes and according to the 
international specifications and with 
underground depth of more than 30m.

• We have a pile hammering machine to perform 
the works of concrete piles and a highly 
qualified & trained personnel with British 
experience to implement the works with the 
highest quality.

• We perform technical tests on all the concrete 
piles that we manufacture according to the 
international technical specifications.

• We performed and manufactured the concrete 
piles for the Yemeni Co. for Flour Mills and 
Silos in Aden.

• We performed & manufactured the concrete 
piles for Hyundai Co.

WE ARE PREPARED
To fulfill the requests of contractors and 

companies to implement all the works related to 
manufacturing the concrete piles according to the 
international specifications with the highest 
quality.

FOR INFORMATION & 
CONTRACTING

PLEASE CONTACT THE COMPANY’S 
MANAGEMENT : Head office —Taiz
□ Tel: 212098 - 212096

225066 - 225090
□ Fax : 212097
□ E-mail: conthsa@y.net.ye

mailto:conthsa@y.net.ye
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NATCO inaugurates the festival of Hyundai for the World Cup 2002

Mr. Nabil Hael in a friendly talk 
with Mr. Abdullah Abdul-Wali

The new models and kinds of Hyundai are 
a qualitative move and big development in 
four wheel drive cars.

Hyundai exhibition in the beautiful 
costume of the World Cup

Among the advantages of the Hyundai 
festival for the World Cup are the special 
prices of new models, easy installments, 
experience of driving cars, and a chance to 
win NATCO’s valuable prizes.

Advertising jokes made the 
audience laugh

The World Cup 2002 grand prize contest 
(the prize will be a 2002 Hyundai Accent) 
in addition to other valuable prizes.

(from left) Mr. Mahdi Allawi Mr. Abdullah 
Abdul-Wali & Mr Jamal Abdul-Wase’.

Many businessmen, officials and spectators attended the launching of Hyundai 
World Cup 2002 festivals on May 30 with an impressive ceremony. The occasion 
was also attended by Nabeel H. Saeed, chairman of the National Trading 
Company (NATCO), Abdullah Abdulwali Nasher, chairman of the World Bank 
and Mahdi Allawi, regional manager of the Arab Bank.

As soon as the ribbon was cut, Jamal 
Abdulwasi’a of Hyundai delivered a speech 
in which he welcomed the people present, 
and he brought up a number of topics and 
Hyundai’s achievement. He reviewed the 
history of Hyundai, explaining that it started 
business more than three decades ago 
(1967). During its maiden years, Hyundai 
had collaboration with Ford, the giant 
American car manufacturer. Cooperation 
between the two companies went on until 
1974. During that year Hyundai produced its 
first car, completely self-designed- and that 
was the Pony. “Since then,” continued Mr. 
Saeed, “Hyundai has been developing and 
improving its products and has made a 
quantum leap to become the no. 8 car 
maker of the world. So far it has exported 
over 7.8 million cars worldwide."

He then briefly defined Hyundai’s goals as 
the following two points:
- To achieve the motto “Pleasing Hyundai's 
customers” through producing all types of 
cars (big, medium and small in addition to 
luxury and sports cars, lorries, buses and 
special purpose cars) so as to cover all 
needs and respond to all wishes of its 
customers.
- To be the world's No. 5 car manufacturer 
by the year 2010.

After that he listed the successes achieved 
by Hyundai and said it has established 
research centers in a number of important 
cities in Europe, America, East Asia, and the 
Middle East. These centers exchange 
information and experience, and thus help 
the company make improve the quality, 
reliability, durability and safety of Hyundai 
cars. Also, it is of Hyundai’s policy to develop 
environment friendly cars. All this led to 
Hyundai producing 2.7 million cars in 2001 
alone and becoming the No. 8 carmaker in 
the world. He added that Hyundai is still 
working hard and with persistence towards 
reaching a higher rank by increasing its 
investments in field research and 
development in order to achieve the best 
technological standards and creations in 
design, to make its customers happier, 
specifically in terms of value and to have its 
fair share in the international market.

Mr. Saeed then mentioned the 
HyundaiWorld Cup 2002 contest that is 
organized by NATCO.

The festival has several advantages. These 
are:

- Special prices for new Hyundai models 
- Easy-to-pay installments that extend for 
three years
- Entering the World Cup 2002 grand prize 
contest (the prize will be a 2002 Hyundai 
Accent) in addition to other valuable prizes 
- Test-driving Hyundai cars
- The opportunity to trade in customers’ old 
Hyundai cars for new ones.

After that, guests were invited to enjoy 
sweets and beverages while having a 
glimpse of the new model range. They 
listened while experts told them about the 
new advantages of these models. But what 
stole the show was the new 4WD Santa Fe 
with its distinguished design, flexibility and 
power.

All guests were impressed by the new step 
taken by NATCO when it allowed them to 
test-drive all models of cars and by the 
exploiting the World Cup occasion to 
present the new Hyundai models.

Mr. Ziad M. Abdulmajeed, a businessman, 
expressed his admiration for the well- 
organized contest, the prizes, the 
distinguished decoration of the Hyundai 
showrooms, the distinct publications, and 
on top of all this, the show that came at the 
beginning of the event. He said all these 
points show clearly how excellent progress 
has been made by NATCO in satisfying its 
customers. At last he said he was very 
impressed by the latest models from 
Hyundai and the company's admirable 
ability to conquer its deserved place in the 
car market.

Another businessman, Mr. Mohammed Al- 
Basha, said NATCO was launching a grand 
beginning that depends on interactive 
relationship that will build trust between the 
producer and consumer. He also said he 
had visited the NATCO Hyundai 
maintenance center and what he saw 
there would certainly enhance the buyer’s 
trust that NATCO’s after-sale services will be 
excellent. Such services aim to show respect 
to customers and fulfill their needs of 
maintenance at reasonably priced spare 
parts in no time.

Hyundai was manufacturer No. 8 in 
2001 in the world of cars and is 
looking forward to being manufacturer 
No. 5 by 2010.

Side talks

Hyundai aims to cover the market’s 
requirements of different kinds of cars.

A portion of the audience

Hyundai produced and sold more than 
2.7 million cars in 2001.

Mr. Zyad Mohammed Abdul-Majid (left) 
Mr. Mohammed Al-Basha (right)

THE GRAND PRIZE 
2002 Hyundai Accent
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Brazil Routs China 4-0 in Group C

SEOGWIPO, South Korea, (Xinhua) 
— The all-mighty Four Rs - Roberto 
Carlos, Rivaldo, Ronaldinho and 
Ronaldo clinched Brazil’s 4-0 victory 
over World Cup debutants China in their

Group C match on Saturday.
It was the largest finals win for Brazil 

in 16 years since their 4-0 triumph over 
Poland in 1986.

After 10 minutes of aggressive play by

the World Cup rookies, Roberto Carlos 
opened the floodgate for the four-time 
champions in the 15th minute as the Real 
Madrid defender fired a cannon-like 25- 
meter free kick over the outstretched 
arms of China ‘s goalkeeper Jiang Jin.

Rivaldo, who escaped a FIFA ban 
after he faked injury in the Turkey game 
on Monday, tapped Ronaldinho’s pin
point pass into the Chinese net from a 
close range in the 32nd minute.

Ronaldinho converted the penalty in 
the 45th after Chinese defender Li 
Weifeng pulled down two-time World 
Footballer of the Year Ronaldo.

Brazil, who have never missed a 
finals, kept pressing on the Chinese 
defense after the break and Ronaldo 
made it 4-0 in the 55th minute. Brazil 
captain Cafu marauded the right flank to 
beat two Chinese defenders. He passed 
the ball to the surging Ronaldo in the 
middle who calmly slotted it home.

The best chance for China came in the

60th minute as Zhao Junzhe sent a 
strong volley over the diving Brazilian 
keeper Marcos, only to be blocked by 
the right post.

Shao Jiayi also had a wonderful 
opportunity to net China’s first finals 
goal as his 20-meter blast went narrowly 
wide of goal in the 69th minute. “This is 
a victory that strengthens the self-confi
dence, the spirit of the team,” Ronaldo 
said. “We are getting better coordinated 
every day and we hope to keep scoring 
goals and win our games.” Told he had 
scored in every match here, the same as 
Jairzinho in 1970, Ronaldo replied: 
“Well, we will see if I can match him. I 
am feeling better, improving physically. I 
am of course looking forward to that.”

Brazil coach Luiz Felipe Scolari said 
he was aware of the gap in experience 
between the two countries but knew the 
Chinese team had improved a lot and 
began the match at a fast pace.

“We are improving and we know that 
our team is getting better match-by-

match so I hope we can improve for the 
next game.” China coach Bora 
Milutinovic was disappointed at the 
result.

Chinese midfielder Zhao Junzhe said 
that the Brazil game was a valuable 
learning experience. “We came to learn 
from Brazil and we have tried our best,” 
said he said. “We wanted to score. We 
did have chances to score,” he added.

Sogwipo, Chinese defender Li Weifeng (L) vies the ball with Brazilian forward 
Edilson during the Group C second round match China/Brazil of the 2002 
FIFA World Cup in Sogwipo.

FIFA happy about 
No Security 

Incidents after 
England- 

Argentina Match
SEOUL, (Xinhua) — FIFA is 

happy that there were no serious secu
rity incidents following Friday’s World 
Cup match between England and 
Argentina in Sapporo, Japan, 
spokesman Keith Cooper said on 
Saturday.

“There were no incidents of any 
kind and that the whole game, before, 
during and after, went off just as any
body could wish it to do so,” Cooper 
said at a daily briefing.

The spokesman said despite a report 
that there were four arrests made in 
connection with the World Cup, but 
they are of no significance.

"At least two of them (arrests) were 
because somebody stole somebody 
else's T-shirts. That is the most serious 
security incident we have in this year’s 
World Cup.” said Kooper. Enditem

English midfielder David Beckham 
(R) and his teammate midfielder Paul 
Scholes celebrate after David 
Beckham scored a goal during the 
Group F second round match 
Argentina/England of the 2002 FIFA 
World Cup Korea/Japan at Sapporo 
Dome Stadium June 7, 2002. 
England defeated Argentina 1-0. 
(Xinhua)

Paraguayan forward Roque Santa 
Cruz (L) vies an aerial ball with 
Spaniard midfielder Ruben Baraja 
during the Group B second round 
match Paraguay/Spain of the 2002 
FIFA World Cup in Chonju, June 07, 
2002. (Xinhua)

Croatia’s Davor Vugrinec (L) battles 
for the ball with Italy’s Cristiano 
Zanetti during their group G match 
at the World Cup Finals in Ibaraki. 
REUTERS/lan Waldie

Danish soccer fans dressed as Santa Claus cheer on their team mates during 
an unusual soccer match with South Korean children in Seoul June 7, 2002. 
The event was held in conjunction with the ongoing World Cup Finals, which 
are being co-hosted by South Korea and Japan, where celebrations continue 
as the competitionheaded into its eighth day of the first round on Friday.
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‘Bahrain Summer’ promises 
something for every one
By Sa’ad Taher

B
ahrain is preparing 
for a different sum
mer this year. A 2- 
month event has 
never been seen in 

the Gulf region. ‘Bahrain Summer 
2002 will feature a mix of the tradi
tional and futuristic venues in the 
Kingdom, some of which will draw 
on scientific and artistic interests,

while others will appeal to visitors 
taste for shopping entertainment.

‘We are looking towards making 
Bahrain Summer one of the most 
entertaining and memorable times 
for visitor,” said Jamal al-Hazeem, 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
Economical Development Board.

“There will be something for 
everyone and particularly those liv
ing in the Gulf Cooperation Council, 
to come here to enjoy themselves so 
much that they will visit Bahrain to 
enjoy future events,” Mr. al-Hazeem 
added.

The Director of Immigration is

sesame street
taking action in facilitating the visa 
procedures for foreign visitors during 
the Bahrain Summer attractions.

A form shall be designed to help 
families from all nationalities com
ing to Bahrain Summer enter the 
country with fewer formalities. A 
special counter for Bahrain Summer 
visitors will be set up at the Airport 
and the causeway that will process 
and approve visas for families com
ing to Bahrain. The forms will be

available at airlines and travel agents 
offices both in Bahrain and interna
tionally. There are no requirements 
for family visitors and a visa will be 
granted immediately. Civil Aviation 
have agreed to train Bahrain 
University and school students to 
provide help and ease the inflow of 
visitors.

Bab al-Bahrain has been chosen to 
launch this event as it symbolizes 
Bahrain’s cultural heritage and histo
ry. The launch celebrations include: 
1- A pyrotechnic show.
2- A dramatic fireworks display.
3- Music
4- Mahboob; a lovely dolphin mas

cot.
5- Scheduled events include 

Seasame Street live, Bear in the 
Big Blue house Live Fairy Tales 
Magic, Toys land and illusion 
shows.

6- Race Zone, Space Park and the 
al-Bahrain Experience.

7- Shopping extravaganzas and float 
parades.

All events are planned to be 
indoors, making the experience a 
comfortable and a pleasure tone.

Prices of Yemen Times in Gulf Countries - KSA: 2 rials, UAE: 2 dirhams, Oman: 500 baisas, Qatar: 2 rials, Bahrain: 200 fils


