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“The greatest pictures portraying the achievements of 
the revolution are clearly evident at the sites of work, 
devotion, dedication, and sacrifice in order to preserve the 
eternity of the revolution as a force of action, achieve­
ment, and innovation in all the fields and arenas to over­
come all obstacles...

The change has transferred the life of our nation from 
days backwardness to the battle for comprehensive con­
struction and civilized, modern development, which prac­
tically confirms, through tangible verifications in the 
Yemeni life, that the revolution was not a revolution of 
mere statements, personal desires, or craving for domina­
tion and taking over of power, but it was a nationwide 
overwhelming revolution originating from deep within the 
national awakening of the conscience of the nation that 
rebelled at the shackles of injustice and darkness and at 
the chains of oppression, repression and backwardness.”

President Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
25 September 2001 - Sana’a

We would like to present our best wishes and warmest congratulations to

H.E. President
Ali Abdullah Saleh,

and to the entire Yemeni nation on the occasion of the 

40th anniversary of the 
26 September Revolution, 

wishing Yemen prosperity and development under the 
leadership of our beloved and wise President. 

Congratulating companies and establishments:
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Revolution Relived!

Walid Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf 
Editor in Chief of Yemen Times

J
ust imagine yourself living in the days just before the 26 September 1962 
and assume it is 25 September 1962 and you wake up thinking that you are 
going to go through the same daily routine. You walk out of your home and 
see the same illiteracy, backwardness, isolation, illness, and oppression 
everywhere you go. It was a life of total misery, humiliation, and 

devastation, a time of agony, suffering, and hopelessness.
But the next day you witness a turning point for the Yemeni people. The Free 

Officers rise to the expectations and overthrow the imamate dictatorship once and for 
all. Decades of darkness and misery were erased in a few hours -but was planned for 
years- bringing birth to a new republic that holds hope, promise, and future for 
everyone.

Reliving this occasion is always a source of joy for many who fought in the 
battlefields for the revolution and made it happen. Reliving such an event is a means 
to realize how significant the revolution is and how it opened the door for modern 
Yemen to emerge.

No matter how we look at the last forty years, we cannot deny that we have 
accomplished many achievements in all walks of life. As we relive the 26 September 
revolution forty years later, we can see how difficult it is to compare between the 
country's conditions during the imamate rule and Yemen of today.

When we look at the new picture, we see a united, democratic, and gradually but 
steadily developing modern Yemen. The revolution spirit has been implanted in the 
souls of Yemenis who worked day and night to arrive to the point that we are at today.

Despite its economic difficulties and global challenges, Yemen -leadership and 
people- was able during the last four decades to rise to the occasion and not only 
enhance the overall situation of the country and progress in all aspects of life, but also 
achieve unity, which is considered the major achievement ever.

To remember this dear occasion, we as Yemen Times decided to issue this 
supplement, which brings information, opinions, and articles on the 26 September 
revolution that reflects a milestone in Yemen's history.

Through this supplement, we believe that we will assist in bringing a clear image 
of how significant the revolution was for the Yemeni nation and how it holds a 
precious place in every Yemeni's heart and will continue to for all of time.

Also on this occasion, Yemen Times would like to congratulate the leadership 
represented in H.E. President Ali Abdullah Saleh and all the Yemeni people.

Finally, I would like to thank every writer, journalist, and employee who worked on 
this supplement and of course all the sponsors of this supplement, which will 
hopefully become a documentary publication for years to come.

Many Happy Returns...
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Let’s make every day 
a new revolution!

Y
es indeed. It 
is about time 
for all of us, 
as we 
celebrate four 

decades since the emergence 
of the blessed 26 September 
1962 revolution, to have the 
spirit of the revolution in 
every day of our lives.

The revolution is not a 
mere one-time event in history. It is rather a 
beginning of a series of revolutions. 
Revolutionary themes are resembled in 
change, change for the better!

It is true that the revolution ended decades 
of backwardness and oppression. But it 
doesn't mean that we should stop at this 
point. There is urgent need to come out with 
new ideas, solutions, developments, and 
achievements for the sake of the country.

This anniversary can do us no good if we 
celebrate with fireworks and praise our 
achievements without considering it an 
opportunity to look at what needs to be done 
and set up a long-term agenda to achieve the 
noble goals of the revolution.

On the other hand, the country's 
leadership and government should not be 
left alone in struggling to achieve the 
revolution's goals. It is the duty of each and 
every one of us.

Every Yemeni citizen, within his own 
scope, can revolutionize the way he lives, 
works, and supports his community. The 
spirit of the revolution should live in our 
souls to guide us to a brighter tomorrow 
through hard work, dedication, and wisdom.

Our fathers and grandfathers have 
suffered a lot for our sake in igniting this 
blessed revolution. But we cannot simply 
rely on them on everything. There are things 
that we should also work on. It is up to the 
young generation to bring new ideas and 
accomplishments for the country. Only then 
will the elder generation be proud of the 
outcomes of their revolution.

Let's take things one at a time. Let's see 
what challenges we are facing. Let's study 
ways and solutions to overcome those 
challenges. Then, let's join hands to take the 
decisions and implement our plans for the 
future.

Forty decades after the 
revolution we continue to 
suffer from problems and 
burdens. But there simply is 
no place for frustration and 
hopelessness. Celebrating 
this occasion is aimed at 
renewing our hopes and 
reviving our spirit.

When conditions become 
tough, and the world seems 

to be turning us down, there will always be 
a ray of life coming from Al-Zubairi, Al- 
Sallal, and other revolutionary Yemenis 
who remind us that our conditions today are 
still much better than those before the 
revolution, yet through dedication, courage, 
and hard work, they achieved the

revolution, and we can do it again.
This occasion is a special time for all of 

us to rise to the expectations and recall the 
struggle of our grandfathers and promise 
not to let them down.

Let's celebrate this occasion with great 
hope and aspirations that Yemen of 
tomorrow will be a better place.

Let's keep the revolution spirit high and 
our hearts devoted to our country.

Let's pray for all martyrs of the 26 
September revolution and ask God to 
reward them heaven for what they did for 
our country. For without them, we could 
have not achieved what we have.

Let's live the revolution again and again 
in our lives.

Let's make every day a new revolution!

By Mohamed Al-Masani
Yemen Times

Re-unification, which is one of the goals of the 26th September 
revolution, was achieved on the 22nd of May 1990
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Celebrating the 40th Anniversary 
of the 26 September Revolution 

FOUR DECADES OF ACHIEVEMENTS
By Afaf Yahya Al-Zalab

F
orty years have passed since the 
first light of the Yemeni revolu­
tions appeared. It was the morn­
ing of the 26th of September 
1962. No doubt, such national 

occasions are considered a unique opportu­
nity to look at how far we have gone and 
also to look at the way ahead of us.

On the 26th of September 1962, the 
Yemeni nation represented by the Free 
Officers, had accomplished its greatest 
achievement of all, freedom. By then, what 
some thought was impossible, turned into a 
reality because of solid determination and 
insistence that could not be held back by 
any might on earth no matter how oppres­
sive.

After the revolution erupted, achieve­
ments and successes continued to be wit­
nessed. One year after the revolution of for­
mer north Yemen, the former south also 
gained its independence from the British 
occupation. On the 14th of October 1963, 
Yemenis of the former south followed suit 
and gained their freedom.

However, the delight and happiness of the 
Yemeni nation was not complete until the 
Yemeni nation achieved its unity on 22 May 
1990. All that has been achieved until today, 
including unity, were not to be without the 
revolution. Hence, it is quite normal to 
relive this occasion with delight and opti­
mism.

Today, all those that participated in the 
different battles for the sake of the country's 
revolution to get rid of the backward ima­
mate rule, recall the moments after they 
succeeding in overthrowing the dictatorship 
regime of the imam. "It was a moment of 
glory and disbelief. I just wish we could live 
this moment over and over again" said one 
of the soldiers who fought for the revolu­
tion.

The revolution has paved the way for our 
country to develop in all aspects of life. 
Education, economy, stability, security, 
civic services, and other sectors of the com­
munity were all brought to life after they 
were inexistent in the Imam's era.

This is a great opportunity for all of us to 
remember the six goals of the revolution:

1- Liberation from despotism and colo­

nialism and their legacy, the establishment 
of a just republican regime and the eradica­
tion of class differences and privileges.

2- Building a strong national army to pro­
tect the country and guard the revolution 
and its achievements.

3- Raising the standard of living of the 
people economically, socially, politically, 
and culturally

4- Establishing a democratic, cooperative, 
and just society that acquires its regulations 
from the spirit of Islam.

5- Working on achieving national unifica­
tion as a step towards Arab unity.

6- Respecting the international accords of 
the United Nations and the international 
organizations, maintaining a positively nat­
ural, unbiased stance, promoting global 
peace, and supporting the coexistence of 
world nations.

A glance at the above goals will reveal 
that we have indeed gone a long way, espe­
cially concerning achieving unification. 
However, the last four decades of achieve­
ments of course cannot but encourage us to 
move forward to the stage of fully achieving 
those noble goals.

We cannot achieve those goals unless we 
as government, society, people, opposition, 
and Yemeni immigrants work together for 
the sake of a bright and promising tomorrow.
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First Goal of the 
26 September Revolution

By Dr. Salah Haddash

T
he first goal of 26 September 
Revolution is "Liberation 
from despotism and colo­
nialism and their legacy, the 
establishment of a just 

republican regime and the eradication of 
class differences and privileges."

This is the first of six goals inspired by the 
goals of the 23 July 1952 Egyptian revolu­
tion. This revolution was carried out by the 
Free Officers, who established a new repub­
lican regime in Egypt headed by President 
Jamal Abdulnasser. The pan-Arabist ideolo­
gy reached its zenith during the sixties of 
this century. Like in many Arab countries, 
the Yemeni revolution was influenced by 
the Nasserite ideology.

In this article, I attempt to make a brief 

analysis of the first goal of the Yemeni 1962 
revolution, which espouses the following:

1- Liberation from despotism
This aim was targeting the Royalist 

(Imam) regime in former North Yemen. 
This part of the country was ruled by a 
medieval regime. The Imam (king) kept the 
country isolated from modernity with the 
Yemeni population suffering from disease, 
hunger, and illiteracy.

Few pioneers from among the civil and 
military elite and intellectuals tried many 
times to put and end to the Imam's regime.

These attempts were the following:
- Assassinating Imam Yahya and starting a 

revolution which declared a "constitutional 
and parliamentary monarchy" in February 
1948 in Sanaa.

- An attempted coup d'etat in 1955 against 
Imam Ahmed in Taiz.

- An attempt to assassinate Imam Ahmed 
in Hodeidah in 1960.

Those attempts aimed to liberate Yemen 
from despotism by putting an end to the 
reign of the Hameed-ul-Deen dynasty.

The 26 September Revolution of 1962 
was the act which finally overthrew the 
Imam's regime. This was the end of despot­
ism in the former North Yemen.

The royalist regime was not abolished in 
one day. Royalist forces launched a war 
against the republicans in order to reinstate 
the Imam. This war lasted for about eight 
years when other Arab states interfered. 
Egypt, or the United Arab Republic as it was 
known then, supported the republican camp.
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Finally war was terminated by a political 
compromise, whereby the republican 
regime accepted the return of all royalist 
supporters to settle in the country except for 
the Imam's family.

2- Liberation from colonialism
This part of the first goal meant the liber­

ation of former South Yemen from British 
domination. During the sixties, the Arab 
nation was greatly influenced by, and was 
living in, the fervor of pan-Arabism and 
Nasserism. This ideology influenced the 
Yemeni Free Officers who started the 26 
September Revolution. As pan-Arabists, 
they considered South Yemen as part of the 
motherland - Yemen.

One year after the outbreak of 1962 
Revolution in the North Yemen, an armed 
revolution started on October the 14, 1963 
in south Yemen. It aimed to liberate South 
Yemen from British domination, and 
achieve unity between the two parts of the 
country.

The liberation of south Yemen was 
achieved on 30 November 1967.

3- Eradicating the legacies of despotism 
and colonialism

The former two parts of Yemen, as part of 
the Third World, suffered from poverty, dis­
ease and illiteracy. The Imam's regime and 
British colonial authority were responsible 
for that situation because they altogether 
ruled the two Yemens for more than a cen­
tury.

Other negative effects included the non­
existence of democracy in the north, and a 
limited democracy in the south; which was 
also abolished since the armed revolution 
started in the south in 1963.

The last but not least negative effect was 
the confirmation of the separation of the two 
Yemen's by signing different treaties 
between the British and the Imam, demar­
cating borders between the two Yemens.

The Republican regime in North Yemen 
refused the recognize the separation of the 
two Yemens, and started to support the 
national movement for the liberation of 
south Yemen in order to achieve Yemeni 
unity.

This goal was achieved on the 30 
November 1963 when the south became 
independent. But poverty sickness and illit­
eracy still existed, though less than during 
the period of despotism and colonialism in

Yemens.

4- Establishing a Just Republican 
regime

The political movements that were active 
in the former North Yemen adopted the 
objective of abolishing the absolute monar­
chy and establishing a republican regime. 
The Yemeni national movement first started 
by trying to make reform within the monar­
chy, by keeping the same ruling family of 
Hameed-ul-Deen in power with a function­
ing parliament "Majlis Al-Shoura" and a 
government accountable to it.

This political agenda was changed in 
1948 when the "Free Yemeni Party" assassi­
nated Imam Yahya. Immediately after this 
coup d'etat, a new regime, also a monarchy 
with a new ruler from a different family, was 
set up. It was based on a written constitu­
tion, with an appointed parliament "Majlis 
Al-Shoura" and an accountable government. 
This new experiment failed after less than 
one month (February 1948). Inspired by 
Nasser's revolution in Egypt in 1952, the 
Yemeni Free Officers launched their revolu­
tion on September 26, 1962. Their main aim 
was to completely abolish the absolute 
monarchy of the Hameed-ul-Deen family 
and establish a republican regime.

Something important worth mentioning 
here is that this aim specified the "establish­
ment of a just republican regime.” Some 
saw this is a commendable choice. A repub­
lican regime can be transformed into a non- 
democratic regime.

Looking into the Yemeni historical expe­
rience in founding a republican regime, 
shows that it was completely different from 
the establishment of such a regime in 
Europe. In fact the republican regime is a 
secular regime, as opposed to the Imam's 
regime which was based on a divine theo­
logical basis.

In Yemen the Republican is not secular. It 
is based on Islamic principals even though 
the Islamic political history did not know 
the Republic as a form of government. In all 
Yemeni constitution adopted by the previ­
ous Northern Yemen State, provided that 
any resident for the Yemen Arab Republic 
should be Muslim.

The second criterion of a republican 
regime is to be based on direct election of 
the president by the people (nation). The 

implementation of this criterion in North 
Yemen took a long way and was not fully 
implemented until 1999. At the first stage of 
the revolution, the various powers were 
based on revolutionary legitimacy. During 
that stage the president of the republic was 
appointed by a limited group of officers 
member of the Revolutionary Command 
Council.

At a second stage, an appointed parlia­
ment installed the president. At the third 
stage (1988), an elected parliament, not rec­
ognizing the existence of political parties, 
elected the president.

After achieving Yemeni unity, the presi­
dent was elected by an elected parliament. 
This means that Yemen has a parliamentary 
regime criteria, but not following the 
requirements of a presidential regime were 
the president should be elected through 
direct elections by the people.

But finally, in 1999, direct elections took 
place with only one other candidate, Najeeb 
Qahtan Al-Shaabi, nominated for the post of 
presidency. President Saleh, as expected, 
one the elections with a 96.3% percentage.

5- Eradicating class differences and 
privileges

The social structure of the classes that 
existed in the former North Yemen was 
quite archaic. There were no modern-socie­
ty classes such as a capitalist or a working 
class. This structure was based on a very 
exclusive system, similar to the caste system 
in India. This primary reason behind this 
was the rather primitive economy of the 
country. The Imam strongly followed an 
isolationist policy.

The September 1962 revolution changed 
this social structure by opening the country 
to the world. More people were educated in 
Yemen and abroad.

The public sector in the economy was 
established, and the private sector was given 
the opportunity to be active. Capitalist, 
working and middle classes appeared. The 
question of eradicating class differences and 
privileges was never really raised in prac­
tice. The only social groups that lost there 
privileges were the former rulers, Hameed- 
ul-Deen family, and other Hashemite fami­
lies.

Nevertheless, achieving the goals of the 
26 September revolution remains the duty 
of all Yemenis in all sectors of the commu­
nity.
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Chairman of the Shoura Council, Mr. Abdulaziz Abdulghani to YT:

“The 26 September revolution awakened the
Yemeni nation from a long state of stagnancy”

N
o doubt, one cannot find a 
person who had so much 
experience in the post-revo­
lution period than current 
Chairman of the Shoura 

Council, Mr. Abdulaziz Abdulghani. His 
experience, vision, and wisdom have put 
him in a high rank along with many politi­
cians who have participated in building 
modern Yemen. In this interview by 
Mohamed Al-Masani of Yemen Times, Mr. 
Abdulaziz Abdulghani presents a clear pic­
ture of the first days of the revolution, and 
how the forty years that followed evolved.

Q: Now that we are celebrating forty 
years after the 26 September revolution, 
how do you describe the first moments 
after it happened?
A: The memories of the moments when we 

were told that the 26 September 1962 revo­
lution had erupted and that the Imamate 
regime was overthrown can never be for­
gotten. I was studying in one of the US uni­
versities by then and I simply cannot 
describe the feelings that I felt at that 
instant. Not only did I feel a strong and 
unique mix of happiness and contentment, 
but I also felt another mix of excitement, 
distinction, and excellence. The next day 
after the revolution, I felt that I was the cen­
ter of attention of all my Arab, American, 
and foreigners colleagues and teachers. 
Amidst all those feelings, I felt that I have 
become stronger, superior, and more com­
petent.
The generation that lived the Yemeni pre­
revolution conditions and traveled abroad to 
see the world, had felt the significance and 
objectivity of the 26 September revolution.

Before the revolution, we were absolutely 
nothing and were full of helplessness, frus­
tration, and anger. But after the revolution, 
we became everything we could be and our 
lives became full of optimism and hope.
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Q: What are the major changes realized 
since the day of revolution until today?
A: The changes that came to life after the 26 
September revolution were deep and broad 
and covered all aspects of life in Yemen. 
The revolution’s impact was even extended 
to other countries in the Arabian Peninsula 
and the Gulf region. It also interacted with 
the different currents and events on the 
Islamic, Arabic, and international scopes. 
The 26 September revolution awakened the 
Yemeni nation from a long state of stagnan­
cy and in one year become a complete phe­
nomenon in its subject and objectives. 
Following the first year of the revolution, 
the south of the country revolted against the 
British colony that lasted far too long (one 
and half centuries) as the 15 October 1963 
revolution confirmed the cohesion of the 
two revolutions. Hence, we consider both 
revolutions as one as they both aroused 
from one people.
It is difficult to identify or count each and 
every change that came about since the first 
day of the revolution. But we can still con­
fidently say that the revolution has succeed­
ed during its first decade in achieving its 
main goal represented in retaining the free­
dom and will of the people. This happened 
after the complete defeat of the Imamate 
regime and the establishment of the republi­
can rule in the north and the liberation of the 
south from foreign colony resulting in the 
unification of the regional entities that 
reached 21 sultanate, emirate, and sheik- 
ruled areas under the British colony and 
establishing the republican rule in the south. 
Throughout the last two decades of the 
twentieth century, the country had wit­
nessed several positive changes in all devel­
opmental sectors, and in particular econo­
my, society, and culture.
However, in overall terms, even though 
they had comparatively positive aspects, 
those changes also carried factors of clash, 
disruption, and inability to achieve stability. 
The rise of President Ali Abdullah Saleh as 
the President of Yemen in July 1978 had 
signaled a major turning point for the coun­
try on all levels especially as the country 
was then going through turbulent times full 
of tension and violence, which seriously 
threatened the very national entity of the 
country.
Throughout the first decade of the blessed 
era of President Ali Abdullah Saleh’s rule, 
the spirit of the revolution and the will of 
the people were revived. This meant that the 
most precious and noble goal of the revolu­
tion was achieved in the unification of the 

country, which ended decades of separation 
and resulted in the declaration of the 
Republic of Yemen.
The day of unification on 22nd of May 
opened the way for a multi-party democrat­
ic system with constitutional authority. This 
created a reality of a new modern era with 
various positive changes that we are living.

Q: What are the challenges facing 
Yemen?
A: Concerning the internal national affairs, 
the challenges facing our nation requires all 
its national components to confront and 
deal with those challenges through applying 
our national principles so as to modernize 
and develop the state, its apparatuses and 
establishments. We should overcome any 
challenges we face also through raising 
awareness among the public of the impor­
tance of abiding by the law, by allowing the 
participation of more sectors of the commu­
nity in decision making in a much broader 
manner, through comprehensive and sus­
tainable development plans, and also 
through other means embraced in the 
national constitution.
Among the most prominent challenges that 
I can refer to are those resembled in a num­
ber of negative phenomena such as illitera­
cy, unemployment, poverty, water shortage, 
high population growth rate, disproportion 
in the educational outcome compared to the 
developmental requirements, plus other 
backward and destructive phenomena such 
as revenge, kidnappings, spread of 
weapons.
All those challenges in their different forms 
have become today -because of democracy 
and constitutional authority- rootless and 
without future because they belonged to the 
events and negativities of the past and con­
tradict with people’s interests and objec­
tives of today.
As for the external challenges, being part of 
the Arab and Islamic world, we are current­
ly facing many dangerous challenges that 
require more coordination and a solid, uni­
fied stance.

Q: What is the role of the Shoura Council 
in the development of Yemen?
A: The constitution has given the Shoura 
council a number of important duties apart 
from its main task as a consultant establish­
ment for the President of the Republic. The 
council also actively participates in the 
national development and modernization of 
the country through a variety of means and 
forms such as providing studies and propos­

als and expressing opinions and consulta­
tions, which would help the state’s different 
authorities draft their developmental strate­
gies and the council also participates in 
drafting national and Arab strategies for the 
state in various economic, political, social, 
security and military related aspects.
As for the approaches, plans, and programs 
related to the administrative reforms and 
modernization efforts of the country for the 
different public enterprises, the Shoura 
Council in partnership with the parliament 
usually have held joint meetings and 
approved some development plans, treaties, 
and agreements related to defense, alliance, 
and borders.
The council also plays a role in approving 
candidates for the post of presidency of the 
republic and handles a number of other 
issues that could be forwarded by the 
President to the council or parliament.
Apart from all of that, the Shoura Council 
supports the media, civil society organiza­
tions and local authority by providing sug­
gestions that develop their activities and 
enhance their performances. The council 
also assesses the policies in the political, 
economic, and financial aspects and imple­
ments the annual investment programs and 
of course examines the reports by Central 
Organization for Control and Audit 
(COCA). Eventually, the council raises a 
report on those issues to the President of the 
Republic.
As can be observed, the Shoura Council’s 
roles are broad, comprehensive, and of 
great importance.

Q: What were the most difficult situa­
tions you faced during your long strug­
gle?
A: The difficult situations that I lived 
through during the long years of my practi­
cal life that overlapped the days of the rev­
olution were many and diverse. But I can 
confidently tell you that one of those situa­
tions was when the conditions in the mili­
tary deteriorated after the Arab Egyptian 
forces left Yemen in the second half of 
1976. The tensions rose to their peak during 
the 70-day siege in Sanaa. The second diffi­
cult situation was in the period before 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh came to 
power. During that period, three of Yemen’s 
successive presidents were assassinated in 
rather violent conditions. The third and final 
challenge was when the political crisis 
reached its peak in August 1993 resulting in 
the breakout of the civil war to defend unity 
in 1994.
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Q: What are the major achievements of 
the Shoura Council in the last six 
months?
A: The Shoura Council accomplished in 
such a short period of time many achieve­
ments in various legal and organizational 
levels in the local and international stages 
as the council had set up its organizational 
and internal chart and laws. It also estab­
lished the administrative and technical 
systems represented in the general man­
agement. The Shoura Council members 
were also distributed to the different spe­
cialized committees. The council also 
organized its meetings and daily work 
plans accurately.
The Shoura Council had dealt with sever­
al important issues forwarded to it from 
the president, or those that have been part 
of the annual program plan such as the 
revenge issue, the evaluation of the COCA 
reports, and fish resources.
The council also held a joint meeting with 
the house of parliament during which the 
second 5-year plan was discussed and 
approved. The organizational chart for the 
joint meetings of the two bodies was also 
put in practice.

Q: You have gone through different 
periods of Yemen’s history, how do you 
evaluate the present era of political plu­
ralism and democracy?
A: There is simply no comparison 
between the present era and the past! The 
current era of political pluralism and 
democracy is the core and guarantee of 
Yemen’s blessed unification.
Unity, democracy and political pluralism 
are considered the ultimate product of the 
Yemeni nation’s long struggle to achieve 
its ambitions, freedom, and independent 
will. It also is considered the best picture 
that shows how geographic and historical 
facts of Yemen regained their dignity rep­
resented in the unity of land and man.
The conditions in the time of unity and 
democracy are known for their reconcilia­
tion and harmony in a time all previous 
events in the history of Yemen’s revolution 
were relative, partial, and unstable. The 
conditions we lived since unification and 
adoption of political pluralism and democ­
racy in comparison to earlier stages of his­
tory are distinguished because they resem­
ble a turning point in forming a new era 

for the nation and country not burdened by 
the problems of the past.
Regardless of the obstacles and challenges 
facing us today -such as the negative phe­
nomena that are continued to be practiced- 
horizons of development, progress, and 
modernization have become visible, 
broad, and are promising us a bright future 
on all levels.

Q: What about local councils?
A: The local council endeavor is a great 
and revolutionary step that is considered 
one of the main achievements towards 
building the modern decentralized Yemeni 
state. It also receives direct attention and 
personal care by President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh. The constitution has assigned the 
duty of supporting local councils to the 
Shoura Council, whose role is to provide 
suggestions to have them develop and 
prosper. We have a specialized committee 
concerning local councils. Despite the 
short period since they were formed, local 
councils have proved to be quite success­
ful. We hope we could help in making this 
step a tremendous success by assisting 
authorities concerned.
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Sheikh Abdullah bin Hussein al-Ahmar:
“The revolution has breathed a new life into us”

T
he Yemen Times has seized the oppor­
tunity of the 40th anniversary of the 26 
September 1962 Revolution to hold a 
dialogue with Sheikh al-Ahmar the 
most prominent political figure in 

Yemen and the Arab/Islamic world. He has been 
very generous with us to give a thorough account 
on the great gains and achievements the revolution 
has brought to the Yemeni people and revealed 
many things about his relationship with the presi­
dent, his stand versus closing down of the 
Scholastic Institutes and some pan-Arab issues.

Q: Forty years of the Revolution's inarch, 
what does it mean to you?

A: It means all that it means for the entire people 
whom it has delivered from darkness to bright light, 
taken them from prison to advancement and free­
dom from the situation it had been weighing down 
their yoke before the revolution. It was an unbear­
able situation having no similitude in the world 
regarding isolation, illiteracy, introversion, dicta­
torship and injustice. The revolution has breathed a 
new life into us.

Q: How do you assess the revolution's march?
A: The march of the revolution has been perme­

ated with positive acts and negative acts, as is the 
case with other revolutions.

Q: Has the revolution realized all of its goals?
A: In some fields the revolution has achieved its 

aims and in some aspects it has exceeded those 
goals, but in some of them it has not achieved them 
in full. During the last twenty years there have been 
many of vital projects and great accomplishments 
achieved.

Q: How do you describe your relationship 
with the president?

A: My personal relationship with the president is 
good, from the beginning up till now. It is undeni­
able that the president has played a great role in 
achieving the unity of the Yemen, in reconciliation 
between Yemen and its neighboring countries, in 
exploration and investment of oil wealth that is the 
artery of life and also in the building of big servic­
es projects.

Q: You have been a contemporary of various 
political conditions, how do you appraise the sit­
uation in this era of democracy and political plu­
ralism?

A: The existing democratic situation is more a 
slogan than tangible reality and is in the process of 
recession. Some years before now, it was much bet­
ter. Nevertheless, there is a reasonable or rather tol­
erable margin of democracy at the present time.

Q: What are the most difficult situations you 
have faced in your long record of struggle 
throughout the past forty years?

A: Well, there are many situations. In the begin­
ning there were the military situations in the battles 
of defending the revolution, then there were politi­
cal situations following the revolution's stability 
and the end of wars. They are in fact more danger­
ous for they represent the greater Jihad, i.e., the 
political struggle. The political challenges we have 
been facing are many and more important than 
what we had faced during the wars on the Yemeni 
arena.

Sheikh Abdullah bin Hussein al-Ahmar
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HISTORIC OVERVIEW
How the 26 September 1962 Revolution Erupted

I
t was the end of the year 1961 when 
the Free Officers practically started 
organizing themselves for the ulti­
mate battle. They pledged to God 
and to their consciences that they 
will and shall start the revolution. There was 
no way back and confrontation was in the 

horizon. It was truly a life or death matter.
The plan was to assassinate Imam Ahmed 

in Taiz then take over Taiz and Sanaa 
through a series of suicide attacks.

At the time, Ali Abdulmughni had disap­
peared and when I asked about him I was 
told that he was preparing for the final 
touches for the operations to ignite the rev­
olution. Preparations went on until mid- 
1962 when we all realized that something 
will happen. We could feel tension and anx­
iety reaching to high levels, and I am sure 
that the Imam himself knew about it.

The Free Officers were so close to their 
dream of freedom and liberty. They all 

longed for a life of dignity. They knew that 
Yemen was isolated and too far behind in all 
aspects of modern life and they would sac­
rifice their lives to have Yemen out of its 
darkness and into a new modern world that 
it should blend into just like many other 
nations.

The Free Officers had agreed with 
Brigadier General Hussein Al-Sukari that he 
would carry out a suicide attack. Indeed, 
later he attempted to carry out the attack but 
was stopped by the militants of the Imam. 
At midnight, the Free Officers heard gun 
shots and thought Al-Sukari had started the 

attack but it turned out that he committed 
suicide, perhaps in an attempt to notify his 
colleagues that they should go for it any 
way.

As the Free Officers heard those shots, 
they surrounded the palace of the Imam and 
exchanged fire with the guards. But the bat­
tle took longer than expected and the offi­
cers ran out of ammunition.

The will and determination of the officers 
was still so strong that they wanted to finish 
everything by then, but it was not possible 
because they required more ammunition 
and fighters. Hence, they decided to ask for 
one of the well-known figures to lead the 
revolution so they called General Hamoud 
Al-Jaifi, who refused to take part in any 
attempt. Then they turned to the only option 
they had. The only two men who could have 
led the revolution were Marshal Abdullah 
Al-Sallal and Brigadier General Abdullah 
Al-Dhabbi.

Ahmed Jaber Afeef
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Once contacted, Al-Sallal expressed his 
willingness to lead the revolution as he had 
priorities and information collected from 
several sources. On the other hand 
Abdulsalam Sabra, who was the relations 
mastermind of the revolution, was playing 
the role of a mediator between the different 
parties. He was a person who was trusted 
and admired by all parties because he was a 
man of principles and determination. He 
had faith in the necessity of changing the 
country from the rule of the Imam to a 
republican regime.

Most of the meetings that aimed at trig­
gering the revolution were held in Sabra's 
house. Knowing that a revolution needed 
the support of the regular people every­
where in the country, the Free Officers 
decided to use the radio as a means to have 
the public believe in the seriousness of their 
attempts.

Brigadier General Ali Saleh Al-Ashwal 
with Brigadier General Ali Qassim Al- 
Muaid along with a number of officers took 
over the radio station after overwhelming 

the guards of the building. Then in a coura­
geous step, they broadcasted their first dec­
laration with the voice of Mohammed 
Abdullah Al-Fusail who said according to 
Al-Marwani, "The Free Officers were not 
able to declare the revolution" -expressing 
that the attempts were still ongoing.

It was 9:30 at night when this happened, 
resulting in the outrage of Imam Bader who 
ordered the immediate closure of the radio 
station. Then the Free Officers were sepa­
rated from each other temporarily as some 
went to their homes while others were host­
ed by Abdulwahhab Al-Anisi. Among those 
hosted by Al-Anisi at the time were Dr. 
Abdulaziz Al-Maqaleh and Abdulwahhab 
Jahhaf.

The signal that indicated that the revolu­
tion was about to erupt came after Dar Al- 
Bashair was struck by a missile and a rain of 
bullets were targeted at the building. Then a 
tank moved to the building carrying 
Lieutenant Ali Abu Luhum. Afterwards, 
First Lieutenant Ali Qassm along with 
Lieutenant Saleh Al-Ashwal followed him 

after they captured Al-Razihi, the guard of 
the radio station who later received his pun­
ishment after he shot and wounded Abu 
Luhum.

After taking over the headquarters of the 
Imam, Mohammed Abdullah Al-Fusail's 
voice was heard on the radio saying "Here 
is the radio of the Yemen Arab Republic." 
Yes, it is no more the radio of the oppressive 
Imam monarchy. It is now the radio of free 
Yemen.

It was a moment of glory that hundreds of 
thousand of Yemenis still remember.

I personally recall that on the second day 
after the revolution, and after he first 
Yemeni government was formed headed by 
the first Yemeni President Abdullah Al- 
Sallal, a republican decree was issued 
appointing me as Vice Minister of Public 
Health, second in the ministry to the Sheikh 
Ali Mohammed Saeed Anam, the Health 
Minister, who was then in Taiz.

Those were the tense yet glorious days of 
the revolution that will be remembered for 
years to come.

Mr. Ahmed Al-Kuhlani, Capital Secretary: 

’’What Yemen has achieved 
today is only a result of the 

great revolution"

T
he Yemeni 
revolution 
was and will 
remain a 
burning 

flame of everlasting light 
for the Yemeni people.
For it was born on the hands of freedom fight­
ers against darkness and dismay. They planted 
freedom seeds and nourished them with their 
blood so as to grow and become a giant tree 
whose trunk grew further establishing national 
unity. And yet, generation after generation, 
Yemenis are still harvesting its fruit.
What Yemen has achieved today is only a result 
of the great revolution and it is credited to it that 
democracy today answers the public will.
As a result our wise leadership, represented by 
HE president Ali Abdullah Saleh, Yemen enjoys 
today progress in all fields. The country was 
able to keep pace with educational, scientific 
and technical advancement of the 21 st century. 
This enabled the Yemeni people to take a firm 
stand against the challenges of the era and be 
more prepared for the future.
Let Yemen and the Yemeni people celebrate 
their independence, unity and democracy!
Let the country exult its leadership and may this 
occasion of the 40th anniversary of the revolu­
tion be a reason for all the Yemeni people to 
rejoice.

Mr. Ahmed Al-Kuhlani

Cultural Changes after the Revolution

I
t seems that comparison 
between the conditions 
four decades ago and the 
conditions of today is 
unjust and prejudiced.

The cultural conditions in par­
ticular cannot be compared at 
all. During the era of the Imam, 
literature was almost inexistent compared 
to today's rich variety. The 26 September 
1962 revolution opened the door for all 
talented individuals to achieve their goals 
and come out of their isolation towards 
modernization and integration with the 
world.

The poetic voices that were available 
during the Imam era were very limited. 
Only two or three poets were known at the 
time and poetry in its primitive and tradi­
tional forms was all that was available in 
literature. There were no stories, novels, 
or theaters with the exception of a few 
early and hesitant attempts. The reason for 
that was because in its nature, the Imam 
regime was against talents and literature 
in all its forms and poets were totally 
oppressed.

Hence, the revolution's main gift to 
those persons was resembled in allowing 
them to show all that they have. The rev­
olution destroyed all the barriers and 
restrictions and allowed all citizens to 
freely express their mind and ideas 
through literature.

Poetry started to emerge in 
a professional manner, so did 
short-story writing and 
telling, which found its way 
to being published in the 
press and in books. The 
Yemeni novel also found its 
way out to the rest of the 

community and the Arab world.
On the other hand, the theater made 

great achievements during the 1970s and 
1980s and almost became part of the cre­
ative culture of the country.

The increasing number of university 
graduates with high degrees brings more 
hope in the future concerning the cultural 
revolution which is one of the major 
results of the September and October rev­
olutions.

Again, one cannot but thank all those 
who fought for the revolution and made it 
a reality lived in our daily lives. Ever 
since the revolution erupted, more and 
more Yemeni intellectuals, writers, poets, 
and talents are emerging by the day.

I also wish to emphasize on the revolu­
tion's role in supporting the Yemeni 
women as they have now become quite 
active in writing poetry, stories, novels, 
and critical studies. This is a healthy sign 
that shows how far we have come and it is 
yet another positive phenomenon, which 
resulted from the revolution and that 
requires our care and support.

Dr. Abulaziz Al-Maqaleh
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Summary of the development of the 
General Budget for the State 

throughout the period 1962-2002
First: Background on the founding 

of the Ministry of Finance

The Ministry of Finance had gone 
through several development phases 
since the 26 September 1962 and the 14 
October 1963 revolutions. The Ministry 
was known as the asset home 
“Beytalmal” before the revolution, but 
after the revolution, the ministry was 
called “Ministry of Treasury” according 
to law number (27) for the year 1963.

Thereafter, the Ministry was renamed 
“Yemeni Monetary Committee” accord­
ing to law number (16) for the year 1964 
as during that period, the committee 
used to handle the financial and mone­
tary politics. Then the Economy, Supply 
and Treasury Ministry was established 
based on law number (34) for the year 
1967 and premier decree number (5) for 
the year 1972 was issued concerning the 
establishment of the Central Budget 
Office, whose duties were to rearrange 
and reform the financial situations of the 
state. The Office played a great role in 
preparing the first general budget for the 
state for the fiscal year 1973-74.

As a result of this development, the 
first step was taken towards establishing 
the Ministry of Finance under this name 
in 30/5/1974. Presidential decree num­
ber (31) for the year 1974 resulted in the 
establishment and organization the 
Ministry of Finance and specifying its 
responsibilities as it was the result of the 
merge of the Ministry of Treasury with 
the Central Budget Office. This name 
continued even after unification in May 
22, 1990.

Second: The general budget system 
for the state before the revolution

A. Northern Yemen:
One cannot confirm that there was a 

financial system as it is known in mod­
em times before the 26 September revo­

lution. There were no budgets at the time 
in any of the forms known today because 
there were no estimates for revenue and 
expenditures and no indications about 
the sources of revenue or the expendi­
tures.

There were no accounting records, but 
rather everything was under the total 
control of the Imam, as the money and 
resources was considered his own prop­
erty and would be used based on his 
orders and on the things he wants. There 
were no distinction between the state’s 
and Imam’s assets.

The major financial system used dur­
ing the rule of the Imam was centered on 
two main points:

1 - All general revenue is regulated 
according to the obligation system inher­
ited from the Turks

2 - The general expenses were based 
on the system of loan, i.e., when an 
amount of money is given to any person, 
that person is obliged to provide a 
detailed balance statement explaining 
how the amount was spent

B. Southern Yemen:
The Anglo-Sultanic rule was the dom­

inant by then as the budget during the 
time was distributed to many parties as 
part of it was used to cover the needs of 

the colonizer, while some was allocated 
to be used by the British commissioner 
for Western and Eastern Aden Preserved 
regions and some islands.

Third: Development of budget sys­
tem after the revolution

Northern Yemen
The year 1963 was the first year in 

which Yemen knew about the general 
budget of the state. The budget was only 
for three months during 1963 and for six 
months in 1964. A number of successive 
budgets followed until 1969.

All those budgets were somewhat lim­
ited to the current expenditures accord­
ing to the circumstances of that time. In 
1973, the Central Budget Office issued 
its first comprehensive general budget 
for the state indicating estimated rev­
enues, and current and capital expendi­
tures for the fiscal year 1973-74. The 
general budget of the state continued to 
be outlined in such a manner so did the 
independent and supplementary budgets.

The fiscal year used to start from the 
first of July and ends on the 31 st of June 
of the next year. In 1981, the fiscal year 
matched the Western angelic calendar, 
i.e., the fiscal year starts on January first 
and ends on December 31st of the same 
year.

The budget was composed of two sec­
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tions, the current budget and the capital 
budget for both revenues and expendi­
tures. The current budget consisted of 
three chapters for expenses and revenues 
while the capital budget had two. Those 
chapters were composed of different 
items and sub-items.

We observe from table No. 1 that the 
actual expenditures for the fiscal year 
1979/80 compared with 1973/74 
increased from YR 340 million to YR 
3,930 million, which indicates an 
increase of 1,155.9%. On the other hand, 
expenditures rose from YR 3,930 mil­
lion in 1979/80 to YR 19,311 million in 
1989, i.e., an increase of 491.4% was 
witnessed.

Similarly, the public revenues income 
had risen from YR 277 million in 
1973/74 to YR 2,868 million in 1979/80, 
signaling an increase of 1,035.4%. The 
revenue also rose from YR 2,868 million 
in 1979/80 to YR 17,274 million in 
1989, indicating an increase of 602.3%.

Southern Yemen
The general budget of the state was not 

formed in its final shape until 1967. The 
budget kept on coming in the same for­
mat and timing as the case before inde­
pendence as it used to start on the first 
day of April and ends at the end of 
March of the next year until 31 
December 1975. The period between 31 
March 1975 and 31 December 1975 was 
considered a transformation period until 
the first of January of 1976 when the 
budget took its formal shape.

Revenue Aspect:

Period from 1968/69 to 1972/73
The revenue category of the budget 

during this time contained 14 chapters, 
which are then divided into sections, 
items, and articles.

Period from 1972/73 to 1980
The revenue category of the budget 

used to be issued in this period with 9 
chapters.

Period from 1981 to 1989
The income category of the budget 

that was issued during this period was 

composed of seven chapters that were 
then divided into sections, items, and 
articles.

Expenditure Aspect:

Period from 1968/69 to 1980
The expenditures category of the 

budget during this time contained four 
chapters, which are then divided into 
sections, items, and articles.

Period from 1981 to 1989
The expenditures category of the 

budget used to be issued in this period 
contained five chapters.

As can be concluded from table No. 2, 
income increased from YD 12,822 thou­
sand in the year 1968/69 to YD 54,212 
thousand in 1979 signaling a rise of 
422.8%. Similarly, income also 
increased from YD 54,212 thousand in 
1979 to YD 268,853 thousand in 1989 
resulting in an increase of 495.9%.

As for actual expenditures, they also 
rose from YD 14,060 thousand in 
1968/69 to YD 76,164 thousand in 1979 
resembling an increase of 541.7%. 
Similarly, an increase from YD 76,164 
thousand in 1979 to YD 3,471,169 thou­
sand in 1989 resulted in a rise of 
455.8%.

Fourth: Development of budget sys­
tem in the Republic of Yemen

The same budget system that was 
operational in the formerly Yemen Arab 
Republic was also used after unification 
in the Republic of Yemen after imple­
menting a few slight adjustments. This 
continued until the decree number (169) 
for the year 1998 was issued by the 
Minister of Finance. Then it was fol­
lowed by the decree number (1052) of 
Finance Minister for 1999 about the new 
economic classification for the general 
budget of the state.

The decree was implemented from the 
start of 2000 and law number (4) for the 
year 2000 concerning local authorities 
and its relation to the general budget of 
the state was also issued and implement­
ed at the beginning of the year 2002. See 
table No. 3.

TABLE 1: Actual execution of the general budget for the formerly Yemen 
Arab Republic for a few years (In Million YR):

Years General income Gen Expenditures Deficit / Surplus
1974/73 277 340 -63
1980/79 2,868 3930 -1,062
1989 17,274 19,311 -2,037

TABLE2: Actual execution of the general budget for the formerly 
People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen for a few years (In thousand YD)

Years Pub revenue Pub expenditures Deficit / Surplus
1968/69 12,822 14,060 -1,238
1979 54,212 76,164 -21,952
1989 268,853 347,169 -78,315

TABLE 3: Actual execution of the general budget for the Republic of 
____________Yemen for a few years (In million YR)

Years Pub income Pub expenditures Deficit / Surplus
1990 26,012 35,967 -9,955
1995 93,314 119,880 -26,566
2000 599,902 502,440 +97,462
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We Still Have a 
Long Way to Go

T
he 26 
September 
revolution 
cannot be 
separated 

from all events that pre­
ceded it, including the 
incomplete revolutionary 
attempts during the dark 
era of the Imam rule. The efforts to revolution­
ize Yemen came one by one. We need to realize 
that the revolution did not come overnight, but 
required a lot of time and dedication.

The first attempt started in 1948 when there 
was a constitutional revolution under the rule of 
the Imam. Later on the 1955 and 1961 revolu­
tions took place in the form of protests, move­
ments, and struggles in all aspects until the 
1962 revolution came to the picture and the rule 
changed from a monarchy to a republican 
regime.

Today, four decades after the revolution, I can 
clearly state that it brought many changes to our 
lives and how we see the world around us. The 
most important element marked by the revolu­
tion was the educational revolution, which is 
the basis of any social change in the Yemeni 
nation.

The change was certainly not easy. We strug­
gled on all levels to achieve an overall revolu­
tion in the different walks of life. But the 
process is still going on today. Amid the nation­
al and global changes around us, we need to 
realize that there is a lot to achieve and it lies on 
the political leaderships and influential individ­
uals in the country to review all the achieve­
ments of the revolution and find what is yet to 
be achieved.

Even though 40 years is not a short period, 
but I still feel that we have a long way to go. We 
should concentrate on education because it is 
the basis of development in all other fields. The 
generation of the revolution should be different 
in terms of education, knowledge, and overall 
qualities.

We cannot deny that the revolution has 
achieved a lot, but we need to discuss our pres­
ent problems and the many shortcomings in a 
transparent and honest way. This should never 
be interpreted as a contradiction with the mean­
ing of the revolution. In fact it is the theme of 
the revolution, which is an ongoing process of 
change for the better.

We should continue revolutionizing our lives 
and work hard on all levels to achieve the goals 
of the revolution in every possible way. In short, 
we have done a lot, but we still have a long way 
to go.

By Faris Al-Saqqaf
Head of the Future 

Studies Center

Mr. Mohammed Abdullah al-Fusael, Former MP:
"We have a republican constitution which 

ensures the freedom of individuals and society"

T
he 26th September revolu­
tion has achieved all its 
goals. Furthermore, these 
goals have been converted 
from the stage of revolution­

ary to constitutional legitimacy since we 
have a republican constitution which 
ensures the freedom of individuals and 
society, political pluralism, peaceful 
transfer of power, free democratic elec­
tions, freedom of the press and human 
rights.

Likewise, we have a great deal of laws 
for regulating the application of the con­
stitution and the relations between indi­
viduals and society and between society 
and government. We have community 
corporations, federations, elected legisla­
tive authorities, an independent judicial 
system, an elected president, a unified 
country, good relations with the regional 
and international organizations, and yet 
we are committed to protect human rights

and preserve 
the environ­
ment.

All these 
accomplish­
ments have 
been achieved, 
so where is the 
problem? 
Simply, the 
problem lies 
within our 
inability to restructure the goals of the 
revolution and in the same time in our 
inability to translate them into practice. 
Unfortunately, we have failed so far to 
achieve that. Another reason for this is 
the existence of a 'puppet' opposition 
which struggles at Qat sessions and 
leaves the public behind. In my opinion it 
is the fault of the 'puppet' opposition, 
since the authorities achieved their 
duties, while the opposition didn’t.

Mr. Mohammed al-Fusael

Yemeni Revolution is 
Part of Arab Revolution

T
he September 26 revolution 
is the greatest event that 
Yemenis have ever accom­
plished in history. It has 
crystallized decades of 

struggle against the tyrant reactionary 
regime of the Imam. It was preceded by 
many revolutionary uprisings in which 
hundreds of Arab patriots scarified their 
invaluable lives for freedom and a better 
future. The Yemeni revolution adopted the 
objectives of the Arab revolution led by 
the Arab leader Jamal Abdulnasser. Egypt 
was then suffering from an imperialist 
blockade and the breakthrough of the 
Yemeni revolution represented the deter­
mination and strength of Arab nations in 
confronting oppression.
The revolution had faced an imperialist 
and reactionary reverses when Yemenis 
offered great sacrifices supported by 
Egyptian forces who along with Yemeni 
fighters had made history. Egyptians were 
not involved only in military activities, 
but in many development spheres as well. 
Egypt's hands were wide open welcoming 
Yemeni students who later came back 
home to enlighten their country.
Then, the revolution in the South broke 
out on October 14, 1963 after President 

Jamal Abdulnasser announced in Taiz that 
the 'old' Britain must depart from the 
southern territories of Yemen. Yemeni as 
well as Arab revolutionaries joined hands 
to make the colonizers leave for good. 
After many sacrifices, triumph was 
achieved on November 30, 1967 with the 
departure of the last colonizer. The nine 
provinces were united and a progressive 
system was adopted. However, there had 
been many negative pictures such as sepa­
ration and bloody conflicts.
The unification of Yemen on May 22 1990 
was the greatest event that has even been 
achieved after the September and October 
revolutions.
In order to restore the spirit of the revolu­
tion, certain priorities should be set. These 
include equality, justice, establishing 
institutions of the country, enforcing laws, 
separation of the authorities, fighting cor­
ruption, strengthening democracy, 
respecting the constitution, peaceful trans­
fer of power, adoption of comprehensive 
development programs, providing educa­
tion and health services to all people, acti­
vating powers of auditing and control cen­
ters, providing people with a chance to 
participate in decision-making, and limit­
ing tribal and military authorities.
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Between the July & 
September Revolutions

T
he 26 September 1962 revolu­
tion of Yemen resembles an 
event of special significance 
for Arabs in general, and for 
Egyptians in particular. This 

revolution is considered by every Arab the 
liberation of a precious part of the Arab 
world from the most brutal dictatorships 
and backward regimes ever, i.e., the 
Imamate rule.

The 26 September 1962 revolution is 
considered For Egypt and Egyptians - 
besides what has been mentioned- an issue 
of great sensitivity because the more elder 
Arab revolution of 24 July 1952 that erupt­
ed on the shores of the Nile River broke out 
under similar conditions. The July revolu­
tion resulted from the deterioration in the 
political, cultural, economic, and social 
conditions. Egypt had to get rid of the cor­
rupt monarchy regime to present an exam­
ple for the Arab and third worlds with its 
post-revolution results and revolutionary 
effects.

Hence, it was natural for the Yemeni peo­
ple to follow suit and take the principles of 
the Egyptian revolution as an example after 
they had suffered tremendously under the 
corrupt, dreadful, and backward Imamate 
rule.

After the Yemeni revolutionaries of 
September 1962 requested assistance from 
their Egyptian brothers, the Egyptian gov­
ernment -immediately- responded positive­
ly to the call and presented all it could of 
assistance, men and supplies to the Yemeni 
revolution that was later born. Egypt's 
response was also to confront all the huge 
challenges that surrounded the September 
revolution after it erupted.

Egyptians then swore and pledged along 
with Yemeni revolutionaries to purify the 
Yemeni land -land of civilizations- that 
was subject to rules that have put it among 
the most backward areas on the planet after 
it used to be in its days of glory as a coun­
try of science, civilization and grace. 
Didn't Romans once call it "Arabia Felix" 
because of the advanced irrigation civiliza­
tion in Mareb, and the Sheba civilization 
that exceeded in its beauty and glory the 
legends of all time.

The Yemeni revolution, therefore, is 
embraced from the great July revolution, 
but it also added to its distinctiveness and 

reality to Yemenis 
because of the 
extreme suffering 
that the Yemeni peo­
ple had gone through 
under the backward 
Imamate regime, 
giving the Yemeni 
revolution its unique 
nature. Every revo­
lution has its own 
uniqueness that dis­
tinguishes it from 
the rest. This is enti­
tled to all revolu­
tions.

The Yemeni revolution is the true moth­
er of the Yemeni unification, otherwise 
how can we imagine the achievement of 
the Yemeni unification without the revolu­
tion that erupted on the 26th of September 
1962 in the former north and on the 14th of 
October 1963 in the former south? Can we 
picture the current developmental progress 
without the revolution and unification?

The revolution was the beginning of the 
unification, and the unification was the 
basis to advance towards the one, strong, 
free, and prosperous Yemen.

The Yemeni revolution is the mother of 
unification, and unification achieved the 
smaller Arab ambition, which is a step 
towards achieving the greater Arab ambi­
tion represented in overall Arab unity.

The Arab ambitions and dreams are the 
source of self-empowerment and they are 
the fuel used to ignite the Arabic determi­
nation towards achieving a better tomor­
row for all Arabs. This is going on despite 
all the current dark clouds, the so many 
Arab frustrations, and all the present chal­
lenges and developments in the Arab, 
regional, and international arenas.

Hope is the permanent energetic charge 
that pushes us to confront frustration and 
hopelessness because the nature of life - 
despite the difficulties of the moment- 
always hints that from the heart of dark­
ness, light emerges ray after ray. This 
applies to all Arabic and regional issues, 
which are topped by the Arab-Israeli con­
flict.

On the other hand, history confirms that 
the ones who have the right require appro­
priate strength to defend those rights and 

regain whatever rights they lost. This 
should be a lesson not only for Arabs, but 
for the world as a whole.

Hence, Arab ambitions and priorities - 
clearly- require the collaboration of all 
Arabs to unify their Arab stance away from 
slogans, clowning, and other useless prop­
aganda because science and technology 
have become the basis and preliminaries of 
the current modern era. Through your 
knowledge and what you have of modern 
technology, you can identify your position 
and future on the map in cultural, political, 
and economical aspects. Without those ele­
ments, you cannot continue or even sur­
vive.

If the motto of our era is "survival for the 
more advanced", we should not ignore the 
prerequisites of advancement and should 
not replace them with parrot statements 
that do not make any difference. We should 
not ignore those facts if we want to live 
decently and continue to survive.

To prevent others from stepping on us 
when we get stalled in our developmental 
process, we should take into consideration 
the conditions and regulations of this era 
and should never ever look back except 
when we want to learn from the spirit of 
greatness and unwavering civilizations of 
our great ancestors.

Greatness is not a slogan, and reaching a 
prestigious high position among nations 
cannot be done through mere statements in 
the form of poems, but greatness has 
become a huge word with a high and 
expensive price to pay and with many 
unlimited challenges to overcome.

We, as Arabs in Yemen, Egypt, or any 
other Arab country should realize that the 
challenge we are facing is great and there is 
no other way out but to confront it. And as 
I said in one of the forums lately, the Arab 
society everywhere will not be built by 
anyone but its own people, and that it is 
about time to plan for our future ourselves 
and not let it be planned by others, who 
would of course set up plans to meet their 
own interest and not ours.

Those words have come in the spirit of 
celebrating the 40th anniversary of the 26 
September 1962 revolution, which also 
coincides with our celebrations of the gold­
en jubilee of the July 1952 revolution.

Many happy returns..

Dr. Khalid Mahmoud 
Al-Komi

Ambassador of the 
Arab Republic of 
Egypt to Yemen
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Revolution’s 40th Anniversary

N
o doubt, the 
goal of any rev­
olutionary is to 
promote the 
lives of humans 

in all political, economic, and 
social aspects and is consid­
ered the turning point in their 
lives. Otherwise, people 
would not feel the change to 
the better and revolutions 
would not be considered important.

As for the 26 September revolution, it 
held a lot of meanings and changed lives of 
Yemenis once and for all to the better.

If I tackle the issue of change in human 
lives, then I would prefer -according to my 
own specialization- to comment on the eco­
nomic and social changes that resulted after 
the revolution.

The 26 September 1962 of Yemen had set 
up six goals, of which the third was to raise 
the standard of living of the people eco­
nomically, socially, politically, and cultur­
ally. It is unrealistic to ignore the economic 
and social achievements of the September 
revolution. The developmental progress 
that the country had witnessed could not 
have happened without the blessing of the 
September revolution. Today's Yemen 

could not have been built with­
out those men, who sacrifices 
their lives for the sake of their 
country. The least that can be 
done for those heroes is to pray 
to God for forgiving them and 
having mercy upon their souls. 
We should also take care of their 
children and families.

Usually, development cannot 
be achieved without giving great

attention to humans, who are the means 
through which any country can develop 
and prosper. Before attempting to build a 
nation, we should always start with build­
ing and developing humans. The educa­
tional growth witnessed in the country after 
the revolution is a good indication of the 
correct and new vision of the country.

It is certain that the 26 September revo­
lution carried a heavy burden of backward­
ness, illiteracy, and poverty that required a 
very long time to be overcome. But only 
honest and sincere men can get rid of this 
burden.

After 40 years since the day of the revo­
lution, the conditions have become much 
better, even though we still have a lot to do. 
In order to lead the way to progress and 
development, we need hard work and ded­

ication on both the governmental and pub­
lic arenas so as to achieve the success that 
we always longed for and to have the revo­
lution martyrs satisfied with their sacri­
fices.

Development and progress and coping 
with what is new in science and technology 
is a mechanical operation, whose wheels 
should continue to spin to carry us forward 
leaving all the inherited backwardness of 
the past behind. We in Yemen are in need to 
be keen enough to move quickly and rapid­
ly to catch up with the rest of the developed 
world and survive the challenges of this era 
through hard work and dedication.

We are quite satisfied with what we have 
reached so far, but that doesn't mean that 
we should lie down and relax. It may be 
easy to accomplish something but it is dif­
ficult to keep it alive. In today's world, 
whoever is left behind and misses the mod­
ernization train will only blame himself. 
Whoever doesn't use his own strength can­
not take his own decision. Politics of today 
are based on economy and not on mere pol­
itics or military strength.

Finally, I must conclude by saying that 
achievements can only be made through 
hard work and dedication, and that is the 
spirit of the revolution.

Hamoud Al-Bukhaiti
Head of the Yemeni 

Consumer Protecting 
Society
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Fruits of Revolution in the Social Aspect
S

ince the 26 September revo­
lution of 1962, life expectan­
cy among Yemenis has 
increased by 15%. The aver­
age age of Yemenis has been 

estimated recently to be 60 years. 
Following the revolution, the monarchy of 
the Imam was completely vanquished by 
the liberals, and the British colony in the 
south was completely defeated.

The demographic statistics have stated 
that there is a relative improvement in the 
Yemeni social life during the republic sys­
tem. Statistics have noted that things have 
changed in all aspects of life: social, eco­
nomic, political or cultural. The percentage 
of marriage of girls below 14 years in vil­
lages and 16 years in cities have decreased, 
whereas the number of young boys marry­
ing in an age younger than 16 years in vil­
lages and 18 years in cities is also in the 
decline.

Studies indicate that the population size 
in Yemen has increased by 68 percent. 
However, the percentage of the aged has 
reached less than 42 percent, whereas the 
youth have reached more than 50 percent. 

This means that most of the Yemeni popu­
lation is within the 10-40 year range.

The existing problems related to the labor 
division among youth have been marginal­
ized. In order to provide more job opportu­
nities to the youth, the government has 
been working throughout the last decades 
on administrative and financial reforms.

Comparative field surveys of the current 
situation and the situation 39 years ago 
indicate that the republican system in 
Yemen proved to be more effective in 
assisting women to participate in economic 
development. A social survey indicates that 
the powerlessness of the role of the media 
and non-attendance of girls in villages to 
schools helped women participate in the 
production processes. No doubt, the 26 
September revolution in 1962 liberated 
Yemenis from slavery and oppression and 
removed disparities and privileges, not 
only among individuals, but also among 
classes.

Some say that social justice has not yet 
been achieved and that the disparities 
between the rich and poor have increased 
during the last six years. But this is not to 

blame on the revolution but it is a conse­
quence of the global changes taking place 
in the world.

The government, however, has adopted 
economic reforms using more than one 
method, such as lifting subsidies on certain 
commodities.

The authorities’ efforts during those last 
40 years have resulted in the establishments 
of many educational institutions, roads, 
health centers, and hospitals. Above all, the 
government's orientation towards econom­
ic reforms is growing because still, the 
main concerns are not over because of the 
high population growth rate and other chal­
lenges.

In summary, the Yemeni revolution has 
achieved a lot in creating an infrastructure 
and building a strong society that adheres 
to law and order more than time in the past, 
while disparities among people are still a 
major issue that needs to be tackled. 
Citizens of all classes should exert every 
effort in this regard hand in hand with the 
government towards achieving the goals of 
the blessed revolution.

By Yemen Times Staff
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Engineer Abdulqawi Taleb:
"Throughout the last forty years, the revolution continued 
to provide more achievements and landmarks every year.”

T
he 26 September revolution of 
1962 was a necessity to 
remove the imamate rule, 
which had put the Yemeni 
nation in isolation. Yemenis 

during this era suffered from poverty, sick­
ness, and illiteracy. They were away from 
all scientific and cultural developments. 
The Yemeni society lived in segregation 
from the rest of the Arab world.

In an attempt to get Yemen out of its iso­
lation and putting it back on track with other 
countries in the region through establishing 
the state of law and order just like the neigh­
boring countries, the Yemeni nation sacri­
fices its best men to achieve this noble goal.

The first attempt towards this goal started 
in the 1948 Yemeni constitutional revolu­
tion. Those who called themselves constitu­
tional identified their goal in presenting a 
system of rule based on the constitutional 
laws instead of a monarchy-based system 
that abused its power and took advantage of 
the illiteracy and unawareness of the peo­

ple.
The struggle con­

tinued ever since as 
thousands of noble 
men were impris­
oned, killed, tortured, 
and forced to leave 
their homeland. Their 
only crime was that 
they wanted to get 
Yemen out of its mis­
erable conditions and 
put it on the right track to catch up with the 
rest of the world in terms of modernization, 
education, and freedom.

Those men had to wait until the 26th of 
September of 1962. That was the day that 
signalled an end to a dark era of oppression 
and injustice and declared the birth of a 
republican system that listed six main prin­
ciples to be achieved.

Throughout the last forty years, the revo­
lution continued to provide more achieve­
ments and landmarks every year. The main 

achievement of those forty years without 
doubt was unity. However, there are still 
many things to achieve. The Yemeni state is 
still in its early stages.

There is need to exert greater efforts to 
solidify the rule of law and order and 
strengthen the role of the authorities in 
enforcing regulations in the different 
aspects of life.

We all should work on developing our 
country, each of us using his/her own abili­
ties and tools. For example, as a person who 
benefited directly from the 26 September 
revolution, I am currently working in my 
own scope to develop a law that would reg­
ulate and organize the engineering field of 
work in the country.

This law, which I consider the first means 
to develop the engineering sector in Yemen, 
will probably help in developing the coun­
try in the field of engineering and raise pro­
fessional engineers who will play a great 
role in the progress and modernization of 
the country.

Engineer Abdulqawi 
Taleb
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Dr. Yaseen Abduh Othman of Solvay Pharmaceuticals:
"With the dawn of every new day there are many new 

projects supporting the development of the health region"

T
he 26 of September is more 
than the date on which the rev­
olution took place. It is rather 
the birth of a new era for the 
Yemeni people. It is also an 

end to all the suffering that Yemen endured 
for ages when poverty, illiteracy, disparity 
and illness dominated.

The health and medical circumstances 
then were atrocious; it fell short even of the 
basic health criteria.

The number of hospitals did not exceed 
three in the whole country, and they too 
were poorly equipped and with little med­
ical staff which was foreign. The medical 
services were concentrated in three cities: 
Sana'a, Taiz and Hodeida. But people, who 
needed medical attention in the rest of the 
towns and villages, had to travel long dis­
tances risking their lives and money.

However, today the situation has changed 
dramatically. Starting from 26th of 
September and hence forth, the government 
has paid great attention to the medical sector 
in the country, realizing that only a healthy 
society is able to raise a strong modern state.

As a pharmacist, I personally take pride in 
the great achievements our country has 
accomplished under the guidance of HE 
president Ali Abdullah Saleh.

It's enough to notice the number of highly 
equipped hospitals, clinics and medical cen­

ters with local cadre to 
realize how far we 
have come since the 
revolution in 1962. 
Moreover, the estab­
lishments of medical 
colleges, institutions 
and training centers 
provides a chance for 
adequate medical edu­
cation and training to 
enhance the develop­
ment of the society as a whole.

In addition, HE President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh's initiative to adopt the theme: "medi­
cine is a service not a market commodity", 

encourages and ensures availability and fair 
distribution of essential medicine among the 
Yemeni people in the entire region.

Finally, allowing the private sector to 
import and invest in the medical field con­
tributes to the development of this sector in 
the country. Currently there are more than 
200 importer for medicine and medical 
equipment as well as four productive med­
ical factories and three under construction.

With the dawn of every new day, there are 
many new projects supporting the develop­
ment of the health sector in Yemen driving it 
to become a complete well developed sector 
providing various medical and health serv­
ices.

Dr. Yaseen Abduh 
Othman

There is no doubt that medical services in the last 40 years have been enhanced dramatically

Overview of the Development of the 
Insurance Sector Following the Revolution

E
ight years after the 26 
September 1962 revolution, 
and seven years after the the 
14 October 1963 revolution, 
the concept of insurance in 

Yemen was introduced in Aden in 1970, 
when the Yemeni Company for Insurance 
and Governmental Reinsurance was estab­
lished.

In Sana'a, Marib Insurance Company, 
1974, which was a mixed sector company, 
was the first company to offer insurance 
services to the public in Sana'a.

Then in 1977, General Yemeni Company 
and in 1981 United Insurance Company 
were established, both being private sector 

companies.
Hence onwards many private 

insurance company started until 
the number of insurance compa­
nies in the republic reached 
eleven by the year 2001.

In the very beginning, insurance 
services in Yemen were limited to 
the naval sector and the number of 
insurers was quite small. Yet grad­
ually, insurance awareness 
increased with the advancement of 
different types of insurances such 
as vehicle, fire and premise insur­
ance. This in turn caused an increase in 
insurance shares to reach $25 million for 

2001. But still, this is a rate 
when compared to the other 
Arabian insurance markets 
is quite small.

In the last decade, we 
were able to involve large 
international reinsurance 
companies in the Yemeni 
market, as well as to widen 
the scope of Yemeni insur­
ance companies to cover all 
types of insurance.

This in turn contributed in 
expanding investment in the

insurance field and hence, enhanced and 
supported the Yemeni economy.

Tariq Abdulwasi Hayel 
Saeed Anam 

Deputy Chairman, 
Yemen Insurance 

Federation
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Aden Celebrates 26 September & 
14 October Revolutions’ Anniversary

Ridwan Al-Saqqaf
Aden Bureau Chief 

Yemen Times

T
here is no doubt that 
the occasion that we 
are celebrating, resem­
bled in the 40th 
anniversary of the 26 

September revolution and the 39th 
anniversary of the 14 October 
anniversary is a great opportunity 
to list the great achievements that 
have been witnessed during those 
40 years.

On the other hand, one cannot ignore the fact that 
among the cities that benefited most from the develop­
mental process during the past decades, and especially 
during the last 12 years, is the governorate of Aden.

Aden has witnessed a dramatic transformation to an 
international city expanding by the year and bringing 
hope to the Republic of Yemen as the main gateway of 
the country and the emerging free zone of the region.

As we celebrate this special occasion, we need to 
bring to the attention of the world that Aden that once 
had the glorious reputation in the past as an interna­
tional hum is coming back with a great bright future.

Aden Governor Taha Ahmed Ghanem:

“on this fabulous occasion, the nation will 
be celebrating the inauguration of several 

projects in the governorate of Aden”

O
ur celebration 
on the occa­
sion of the 40th 
anniversary 26 
September 

1962 and the 39th anniversary 
of the 14 October 1963 has 
come in a time Yemen has 
achieved under the wise lead­
ership of HE President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh many
achievements on all levels.

On the local level, Yemen had wit­
nessed great achievements in the eco­
nomic, social, and sport sectors and the 
country had reinforced the pillars of 
democracy and the freedom of the 
press.

The Governorate of Aden 
had also received special 
attention by the political 
leadership as the gover­
norate is currently prosper­
ing in commerce, trade and 
tourism. Aden was able to 
retain its historic value as a 
port that links three conti­
nents, namely Europe, Africa 
and Asia.

I am happy to inform you that on this 
fabulous occasion, the nation will be 
celebrating the inauguration of several 
projects in the governorate of Aden 
including a number of civil service 
facilities along with the inauguration 
of a number of investment projects.

Taha Ahmed 
Ghanem

Aden Governor
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Derhim Abdo Noman, Vice President of FZPA & Chairman of AFZ:
“At the dawn of the day of 26 September 1962, the Republic 

of Yemen was born signaling the victory of the people”

F
irst of all, I would like to convey 
my warmest congratulations to 
H.E. President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh and all the Yemeni people, 
who are celebrating the 40th 

anniversary of the 26 September revolution 
that was achieved after our nation had sacri­
fices hundreds of its best men in an attempt 
to overthrow the bloody Imamate regime.

At the dawn of the day 26 September 
1962, the Republic of Yemen was born sig­
naling the victory of the people through 
their strong will, which then resulted in 
igniting the 14 October revolution in the 
former south.

As we celebrate 40 years since the revo­
lution, we also express gratefulness to one 
of its major outcomes resembled in the man

who led the country to 
security and stability. 
That person is HE 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, whom we are also 
celebrating his 24th year 
since he took over the 
leadership of the country 
and started an era full of 
development and 
achievements in both 
local and international 
aspects.

The project of the Aden 

Free Zone in itself 
is one of the 
remarkable and 
gigantic achieve­
ments of the revo­
lution, and is cur­
rently developing 
rapidly in all 
aspects.

I would also 
like to express my 
happiness for the inauguration of the 
Industrial and Warehouse Zone that took 
place on 17 September. This is yet another 
step towards a bright future for the Aden 
Free Zone and is another achievement of the 
revolutions and the blessed unification.

Derhim Abdo Noman, 
Vice President of FZPA 
& Chairman of AFZ
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26 September 
revolution achieved 

all its goals

T
he 26 September revolution is 
a valuable historical landmark 
for every Yemeni citizen living 
in today's Yemen with dignity 
and pride. The revolution pro­

vided education and all elements for a 
decent life and was a major turning point 
for our country.

My feelings in such an occasion are the 
feeling of every Yemeni citizen who loves 
his/her country and appreciates the heroic
role of the revolutionaries who planned and implemented this revo­
lution, sacrificing their lives for their dear country's revolution and its 
six goals.

As we know, the revolution had undergone many obstacles and dif­
ficulties best described by those who had gone through them and par­
ticipated in building modern Yemen. But I can definitely say that the 
26 September revolution achieved all its goals in all aspects and the 
achievements that were made during the era of President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh support this fact as he has demonstrated his will to 
implement all the six goals of the revolution.

Forty years after the revolution we see that the country has gone a 
long way and accomplished many achievements as there are many 
economic, political, and democratic transformations that will be per­
manently marked in our country's modern history.

Finally, I would like to congratulate President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
all Yemeni people, all officers, soldiers, and staffers working for the 
security apparatus of the country, and also the Ministry of Interior.

Many happy returns..

Mohamed Saleh Turaiq
Security Manager of Aden 

Governorate

After the 26 September 
revolution..

Yemenis started living 
a decent life of dignity 

and pride

Sheikh Saleh Salim 
Bathawwab

Chairman of the National 
Cigarettes & Matches 

Industry-Aden

T
he 26 September 1962 revo­
lution came after a long 
struggle by the revolution­
ary martyrs who presented 
their souls cheap for the

Yemeni revolution that transformed 
Yemen to a modern state in all fields and 
provided opportunities and freedom in 
investment, which increased the share of 
the private sector in all aspects.

As we are celebrating this special 
occasion, we can clearly see the differ­
ence between Yemen of today with 
Yemen of yesterday.

Today's Yemen has become among the democratic countries 
after it used to suffer from a ruthless dictatorship during the rule 
of the Imam, who isolated Yemen from the rest of the world.

After the 26 September revolution, which incited the 14 October 
revolution that led to the driving out of the British colony, 
Yemenis started living a decent life of dignity and pride.

On the other hand, the special and serious attention paid by HE 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh to all developmental sectors includ­
ing the investment sector has led to the overall development and 
growth of Yemen, also resulting in the admiration of all countries 
of the world to our country's experience.

Businessman and investor, Hamdo Abdulkarim:

“Yemen is still an unexploited country with 
many fields of potential investments.”

I
n an interview to Yemen Times, 
prominent Arab businessman 
and investor Hamdo Abdulkarim 
talked about his experience as an 
Arab investor in Yemen and 

expressed his opinion on this occasion 
by saying:
“I truly find this a pleasant opportunity for 
me to congratulate all Yemeni people on 
the 40th anniversary of the 26 September 
revolution and I am glad to say that this is 
yet another occasion that I share with my 
fellow American friends because of such a 
valuable anniversary.
I would like to say that as Arab investors, 
we have always received affection, atten­
tion, and concern from the political leader-

ments.
Among all different celebrations, the cele­
bration on the September revolution 
anniversary is unique because it was the 
historical landmark that transformed the

ship represented 
by President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh 
and all officials I 
the governorate 
of Aden. 
Honestly speak­
ing, Yemen is still 
an unexploited 
country with 
many fields of 
potential invest­

lives of Yemenis after they lived in illiter­
acy, poverty and colonization to develop­
ment, democracy, and freedom. During the 
period since HE President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh started leading the country, many 
gigantic achievements were accomplished 
in Yemen and not in any other country. 
After unification, establishing democracy, 
holding presidential elections, and starting 
the development process, Yemen has 
become the center of attention of the world 
resulting in the attention and admiration of 
many developed countries to Yemen.
Finally, I would like to congratulate the 
Yemeni people and their wise leadership 
on this occasion, which the Yemeni nation 
have the right to be proud of.”

Mr. Hamdo Abdulkarim
Businessman and 

investor
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Businessman Mukhtar Ba Nafi': 
"Our people have proven that 

the Yemeni will never weakens"

O
ur celebration on 
the 40th anniver­
sary of the 26 
September revolu­
tion and the 39th 

anniversary of the 14 October rev­
olution is a sincere expression of 
our appreciation of the courageous 
endeavors of those heroic martyrs 
who died for the sake of the coun­
try after a long period of struggle
against the pre-revolution oppressive regimes.

Our people have proven that the Yemeni will never weak­
ens and as we celebrate those occasions, we need to realize 
how our country had overcome dangerous circumstances 
and achieved several developmental projects that have 
pushed our country towards comprehensive development.

Those efforts have been and are continued to be exerted to 
achieve the goals of the Yemeni revolution and our people's 
ambitions under the leadership of HE President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, who was able to have Yemen make a great economic 
leap and encouraged businessmen to come and invest in the 
country by providing a number of facilities for investors.

On this occasion, I would like to congratulate the political 
leadership and all Yemeni people and wish them many happy 
returns.

Mr. Mukhtar Ba Nafi'
Businessman

Mr. Abdulrahman Alkuhali, CEO of the 
National Bank of Yemen:

“The greatness of the 26th 
September revolution was 

complemented with Yemen’s 
unity in May 1990”

T
he greatness of the 26th September 
revolution was complemented with 
Yemen’s unity in May 1990. It was 
then that the revolutions principles 
were achieved and the Yemeni 

family was gathered on one soil under one 
name, along with many other triumphs that were 
achieved under the leadership of HE President 
Ali Abdulah Saleh.
For forty years since September's revolution, the 
Yemeni will that was launched in order to prove 
itse;f until Yemen became a followed example in 
various fields such as political, social, economical, educational and sports. 
On the other hand, those forty years have witnessed a tremendous growth in 
the finance and banking sectors in the country. Banks in particular have wit­
nessed a giant leap forward adding to the achievements of the blessed 
Yemeni revolution.
And on this occasion, we must take a moment of pride and appreciation to 
think of our martyrs, the freedom fighters who sacrificed their lives on the 
freedom road.

Mr. Abdulrahman 
Alkuhali

CEO of the National 
Bank of Yemen:

41



When the Revolution Rescued the Yemeni nation

T
he fortieth anniversary of the 26 
September revolution is such a 
valuable occasion for all of us. 
I congratulate President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and my col­

leagues at the Ministry of Interior on this 
anniversary, which we appreciate it very 
much because the September revolution had 
rescued the Yemeni nation from the dictator­
ship regime of the Imam, who had isolated 
the former north of the country for too long 
making Yemenis live in total backwardness 
with no schools, hospitals, roads, communi­
cations, and any sign of modernization.

On the other hand, the southern part of the 
country was also ruled by the British colony

that used our 
country's 
resources for its 
own benefit and 
used oppressive 
means to limit our 
people's freedom 
and self-determi­
nation. But on the 
14th of October 
1963, people 
revolted against

the occupation leading to the establishment 
of a free country.

The extremely harsh conditions of the 
people before the revolutions resulted in

inflaming hatred against those regimes and 
pushed them to think of gaining their free­
dom and live like any other nation in the 
world.

Hence, more than 48 movements with dif­
ferent backgrounds and ideologies were 
formed and had a common goal of terminat­
ing the occupation and gaining their coun­
try's freedom. They worked together to 
achieve their goal and through the 
September and October revolutions they 
succeeded and after an armed struggle for 
years, they made their dream come true and 
the British colony had to -as Jamal 
Abdulnasser said- “pick up its stick and 
leave” and so it did.

Ahmed Muthanna
Vice Manager 

of Aden Governorate 
Security

26 September Revolution:
We Cannot Forget

Abdurab Al-Khulaqui
Marketing Director of Yemen Ports Authority

T
here are several situations and events that have a 
special place in the memory of our nation and can­
not simply be erased by any development that may 
result in events that follow. Ever since the revolution 
of 26 September 1962, our country continued to 

move confidently towards a bright future by having the country 
and society develop rapidly in all aspects of life.

The success that the Yemeni nation achieved under the leader­
ship of HE President Ali Abdullah Saleh in reunifying the coun­
try is of course the most important achievement of all since the 
revolution, because the Yemeni unification has established a solid 
and correct basis to implement programs and plans that would 
revive our economy and have our society achieve the goals of the 
revolution resembled in raising a socially and economically 
developed society.

On the other hand, I must point out that the Aden Port has been 
revived in handling containers but to a level much less than it 
achieved before the operation of the Aden Container Terminal.

Even though the Mualla roadstead was founded before the ACT 
as the state had spent huge amounts of money from a loan to con­
struct it, yet it is incomparable in terms of activity with the ACT 
because of what the latter enjoys in terms of international stan­
dards structures and ability to receive gigantic vessels and

because it has all 
the technical equip­
ment that the 
Mualla roadstead 
does not have.

However, there 
are efforts exerted 
to revive the role of 
the Mualla road­
stead to concentrate 
on export and 
import and smaller 
ships and vessels.

Revolution Goals are Being 
Reached One After Another

Dr. Ali Mohamed 
AI-Muta'

Dean of the Community 
College in Aden

T
he Yemeni nation is cele­
brating the 40th anniversary 
of the 26 September revolu­
tion and the 39th anniver­
sary of the 14 of October 

revolution to keep the memories of those 
great events on the minds of the succes­
sive generations and for them to stay as a 
sign of hope and an example of dedica­
tion for all Yemenis.

The tragedy of the Imamate regime and 
the dramatics of the colonialism triggered

the emotions of the proud Yemeni nation and resulted in a revolution 
that liberated the country from those evil regimes.

This comes in a time the country is witnessing more and more 
achievements in all aspects of life every year. Among those aspects 
is education as the country now enjoys a variety of private and pub­
lic educational institutes spread thought the country.

For example, our own college: Community College is one of the 
fruits of the revolution and unification. It has been founded in 1998
to carry a mission of providing high quality higher studies for all 
Yemenis in southern and eastern governorates. The courses provid­
ed at the college focus on science and technology, computer pro­
gramming, Internet technology, marketing and advertising, and 
accounting. Even though Yemeni students prefer to enroll in new 
specializations, yet they have proven that they can exceed ones' 
expectations and become bright students and then qualified trainers 
who can simplify and translate information in an efficient manner. 
The college teaches modern curricula taught in most community col­
leges in the West (USA, UK), Arab states, and in some GCC coun­
tries. Students are being prepared in the college by providing them 
with up-to-date knowledge taught by specialized American experts.

Finally, I would like to say that the goals of the revolution are 
being reached one after the other of which the unification dream that 
we dreamed of for so long and was achieved on May 22, 1990. I also 
take this opportunity to congratulate the President of the Republic 
Ali Abdullah Saleh and the entire Yemeni nation on this dear occa­
sion.
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Taiz, 40 years after the revolution

By Imad Al-Saqqaf
Taiz Bureau Chief 

Yemen Times

T
aiz is the city that 
witnessed the first 
sparks of the revo­
lution, hence for all 
Yemeni revolution­

aries, it holds a special place in 
their hearts. During the last 40 
years since the revolution, Taiz 
witnessed great achievements in 
education, health, transport, 
roads, electricity and water sup­
ply, as the president had paid a 
great deal of his attention and consideration 
to the city. Provided in this article is a brief 
presentation of the main achievements plus 
background information on Taiz.

Demographical Background:
Taiz, which is located 270 km south of 

Sana’a is considered the third main city of 
the Republic after Sana’a and Aden. It is 
surrounded by Ibb North, Bab Almandab 
and Lahij South, Aldhalih East and the Red 
Sea West. It is approximately 10,000 square 
km in area and contains 2,024,841 inhabi­
tants according to 1996 census. Taiz con­
sists of 18 districts.

The achievements during the last 40 
years

Water Supply:
Taiz suffered from scarce water resources 

that caused water supply to reach homes 
only once every two months! But after the 
execution of the emergency water project 
by the governorate, new wells were created 
and a new water system was established 
supplying water to homes once every two 
weeks. Work is still being carried out in the

fields of improving water serv­
ices, drainage systems, and 
constructing dams in the city 
and in the rural areas as well.

Education:
The Taiz University premises 

was completed in Jabal 
Salman, also hundreds of 
schools were established in 
most districts of the gover­
norate.

Road Construction, planning and 
development:

Since Judge Ahmed Abdula Al Hajri 
became governor, the city witnessed many 
activities in roads and structure of the city,

also an anti-deforestation scheme especially 
in the internal streets of the city was put into 
practice. One of the most important projects 
is the protection from flood catastrophe pro­
gramme, of which, the first stage has been 
completed successfully, and work on the

second stage is taking place. Considering 
planning and development aspects, one of 
the most important achievements is the Taiz 
is the Sabir road project. This project facili­
tates transport between the city with the 
mountain, for general purposes and tourism 
as well, which in turn encouraged tourism 
in the area.

Tourism:
The most prominent project in this field is 

the establishment of Taiz Zoo which con­
tains various animals and rare birds. Also 
there has been a Flora Museum where rare 
plants are preserved. Cairo Castle restora­
tion project is considered to be vital for pro­
tecting historical monuments of Taiz.

Health and Medicine:
The level of services and utilities has seen 

great progress. Health centers and clinics 
have been improved and better equipped 
with medical instruments. Also new centers 
have been built in remote parts of the 
region.

While we are revising the developments 
in the region, it is important to point to the 
Service Centers Project which consists of 6 
centers similar to the election scheme, and 
every two centers form one service sector. 
This project is an initiative to establish 
direct contact between the people and the 
government in order to enhance the services 
in the region and is open to suggestions and 
initiatives from the citizens.

Compliments must be paid to the gover­
nor Mr. Al Hajri for his efforts in beautify­
ing the city and improving its services, and 
thanks to his great efforts that aspire to 
making Taiz the republic’s cultural capital.
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