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USS Cole suspected 
bombers to be tried soon

By Mohammed Al-Qadhi
Yemen Times Staff

A Yemeni official source said Saturday that 
the USS Cole bombing suspects will be 
brought before court soon. He said the Yemeni- 
US officials agreed to present the detained sus
pects to court in the coming few days, without 
giving a date and the number of the detainees. 
He pointed out that all arrestees and those who 
have been proved to be involved in the USS 
Cole bombing in Aden, 12 October, 2000 will 
be tried. But, for those who are still on the run, 
they will be hunted down and presented for tri
bunal. They will not be tried in absentia.

PSO sources told the parliament fact-finding 
committee on the terrorism detainees situation 
that they are 104 detainees and that 15 of them 
are in jail on charges of USS Cole bombing.

The Yemeni official source said they will be 
tried at a Yemeni court in Aden, according to 

Yemeni laws and Constitution. The tribunal 
sessions will not be public.

Yemeni and US authorities are still hunting 
down for someone called Abdulraheem al- 
Nashery, whose other neck names are also al- 
Harazi and al-Saafani. He is suspected of being 
the mastermind of the USS Cole operation that 
killed 17 and wounded 39 others of US 
marines. Al-Harazi has been reported to have 
escaped from Yemen to Pakistan one month 
earlier to the incident after making sure of the 
success of the operation.

Yemeni authorities carried out a massive 
arrest campaign after the incident, detaining 
around 80 suspects from different gover
norates, mainly Aden, Shabwah, and Abyan. 
Tens of them were released later on as they 
have been proved innocent. Only fifteen 
remained in jail as they were proved guilty.

The US officials repeatedly requested the 
Yemeni authorities to postpone the trial for col

lecting more information on the incident, 
mainly from the al-Qaeda detainees in 
Guantanamo. The US officials are believed to 
have obtained more information from these 
detainees about the one who masterminded the 
operation.

Yemeni official sources said earlier this 
month that a US team of investigators will 
arrive in Yemen to discuss with the Yemeni 
side closing down the Cole file and present the 
detainees to court. The US ambassador, 
Edmund Hull said September 11, 2002 that US 
investigators worked together with their 
Yemeni counterparts on last bombing that 
killed two al-Qaeda elements in Sana’a early 
August. The two killed elements were prepar
ing for a terrorist operation. A number of 
explosives were found in their flat.

The Yemeni authorities arrested over 70 per
sons living in the same neighborhood. Later, 
50 were released and around 20 are still in jail.

President reiterates opposition 
to a strike against Iraq

By Yemen Times Staff

President Saleh said on 
Thursday that Yemen strongly 
opposes any attack against Iraq, 
especially that Iraq had agreed 
to allowing UN weapons 
inspectors back with no condi
tions. In a strong statement 
against US policies, the 
President said during the youth 
parade held on Thursday on the 
occasion of the 26 September 
revolution anniversary that if 
UN resolutions are to be 
enforced, then they should be 
enforced on all nations with no exceptions.

“We have condemned September 11 terror 
attacks and terrorists are still being hunted, but 
meanwhile, not even one UN resolution has 
been enforced against the 50-year-old terrorism 
in Palestine...We want to see the UN resolu
tions touching on the Palestinian cause to be

implemented at least once in 
the history”. Implicitly criti
cizing the US double stan
dard policy, President Saleh 
added, “The world is making 
a big fuss for it guesses that 
Iraq has biological and 
chemical weapons arsenal 
and is downplaying, mean
while, the bitter fact Israel’s 
biological and chemical 
weapons arsenal considered 
the biggest in the region and 
poses a threat to the whole 
world, why is this?” he 
asked.

Among the other issues raised by the 
President were the conflict in Somalia, the 
Palestinian issue, and other regional and 
International issues. The focus of the speech 
however was on the achievements during the 
last 40 years since the 26 September revolution 
erupted in 1962.

US authorities accuse 2 Yemenis of drug trafficking and money laundering

Trouble ahead for Yemenis in USA
According to news reports in the USA, two 

Yemenis based in Oakland, California are 
accused by the US federal prosecutor of possible 
connection to drug trafficking and money laun
dering in the US.

According to report of an Oakland-based 
newspaper. 28-year-old liquor store owner 
Mohammed Amin Ahmed and 22-year-old 
Laney, College student Mohsin Musid Sharif, 
were part of an international ring that smuggled 

over-the-counter cold remedy pills from Canada 
through Detroit to nine California meth labs.

It is believed that Oakland’s liquor stores have 
become a source of concern for the authorities 
because of their links to dealers all over the US. 
Seventy percent of Oakland's 375 liquor stores 
are run by Yemenis.

This comes in a time news of scrutinizing 
Yemeni immigrants in the USA were reported.

Continued on P 5

MPs stage 
sit-in

By Mohammed Bin Sallam
Yemen Times Staff

More than 60 MPs staged a sit-in at the par
liament in protest against the Vice Speaker 
who had physically attacked Sakhr al-Wajeeh, 
a member of the fact-finding committee on 
Tuesday’s session, September 24.

In a letter dispatched to the parliament 
speaker, MPs have strongly denounced the 
attack describing it as an “empty-headed con
duct and stupid behavior”. Such an attack is 
considered to be detrimental to parliament 
and MPs. “ It is a hostile and terrorist act and 
an insult to all MPs and to the people of 
Yemen.” the letter said.

“ It is a flagrant violation of the constitu
tion, law and to parliamentary immunity,” the 
letter added.

The letter has recalled other previous 
attacks by the Vice Speaker on a number of 
MPs particularly the attempted attack on MP 
Sultan al-Attwani and the use of abusive 
remarks against Sa’ad Addeen Taleb and 
Yahya Mansour Abu Asba’ or ordering the 
bodyguards to force the MPs to leave the hall, 
such as, Najeeb Qahtan Ashabi.

The MPs have strongly criticized the Vice 
Speaker of the parliament of bad-mouthing 
the MPs.

They further demanded for an immediate 
deterrence to unacceptable behavior including 
forming a special committee to interrogate the 
Vice Speaker and suspend him from his post. 
The MPs have demanded civil society organ
izations, political parties, and human rights 
organizations to denounce this uncivilized 
conduct against the MPs. Continued on P 5
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Electoral committees 
suspended in Mareb
The electoral registration commit

tees in Mareb have been prevented of 
practicing their activities by a group 
of Mareb tribesmen. Tribal sources 
said tribesmen protested the changes 
of the voting centers. Some balloting 
centers were moved to remote areas. 
The registration committees are still 
trying to settle the matter and resume 
their activities.

Parliament approves 
agreements

In its session presided over by its 
speaker Sheik Abdullah Bin Hussein 
AL-Ahmar, the parliament has 
approved an agreement among eastern 
Arab countries to give Yemen more 
facilities in exchanging tourism and 
commercial activities with neighbor
ing Arab countries.

The parliament has also approved 
the agreement of the Arab great free 
zone area and its execution program to 
enhance trade between Arab countries. 
Members of the parliament have also 
approved the final draft of the Child 
Rights Law.

The parliament also ratified the loan 
agreement for the engineering services 
project for roads which was signed 
between the government of Yemen and 
the Saudi Fund for Development val
ued at 22.5 million Saudi rials. The 
parliament discussed the loan agree
ment in the light of a report by the joint 
houses committees.

The parliament approved a number 
of other agreements including the 
development loan agreement to 
finance the water and sanitation proj
ect for urban centers valued at one 
USD 130 million. The parliament has 
discussed the objectives of the two 
agreements and heard the govern
ment’s arguments.

Human Rights for journalists 
workshop winds up

By Faruok al-Kamali 
Taiz Bure, Taiz

TAIZ-Organized by the Human 
Rights Information and Training 
Center (HRITC) and in cooperation 
with the Canada Fund Program for 
Local Initiatives, the second 2-day 
Training workshop for Journalists on 
Human Rights was concluded last 
Tuesday.

The 45 participants representing 
different Yemeni newspapers, and 
reporters of foreign media received 
lectures on human rights, press free
dom, legal bars of journalist’s job and 
practical training on how to defend 
themselves. A human rights guide was 
issued for journalists to provide them 
with knowledge on human rights 
issues in the Yemeni legislation and 
constitution. The workshop trainers 
were delivered by Dr. Abdullah 
Khaleel, Majdi Helmi, and Dr. 
Mohammed Al Mekhlafi.

Mr. Mahboob Ali, the chairman of 
the Yemeni journalists Syndicate, con
firmed that there is a tied link between 
human rights, and press and the work
shop represents an important massage 
for all governmental and non-govern- 
mental organizations to help promoting 
and qualifying Yemeni journalists .

Mr. Ezdeen Al Asbahi, chairman of 
(HRITC), told Yemen Times that the 
workshop is within the((HRITC) pro
gram to qualify specific groups of the 
society like teachers, lawyers, judges 
and pressmen and raising the human 
rights awareness among Yemenis. 
“Legal education is very important for 
journalists to convey these principles 
to others as well as defend themselves 
in publication issues”. Al Asbahi stat
ed.

In his speech, the Canadian ambas
sador to Yemen highlighted the signifi
cance of NGOs in the changes that 
have taken place in Yemen. “They are 
a powerful tool to sensitize communi
ties to certain problems and to induce 
social change,” he said.

He pointed out that Canada highly

values the work of NGOs and is proud 
to support their efforts through the 
Canada Fund.

Canada’s partnership with NGOs 
reflects our mutual commitment to 
making the world a safer place to live 
in.... the increase in our contribution
in Yemen through the Canada Fund, 
from $150000 in 1999 to $300000 in 
2000-01 and to $400000 last year and 
this year, lies within the scope of this 
logic,” he stressed. He said that in part
nership with various NGOs, a lot has 
been accomplished in terms of demo
cratic development, human rights and 
living conditions. He added that the 
Canada Fund supported 13 projects 
last year, covering health services, edu
cation for children and access to drink
ing water.

Training Course on planning environment
The General Authority for 

Environment Protection organized a 
training course on planning environ
mental projects for 32 non-government 
organizations from Sept. 14 -19 in 
cooperation with the embassy of the

Netherlands in Sana’a.
The course aimed at training organi

zations on how to plan projects, set 
budgets, integrating official and public 
efforts to raise environment awareness, 
and enhancing cooperation between 

NGOs and authorities.
The trainees represented 32 differ

ent non-government organizations 
from the capital secretariat, 
Hadramout, Aden, Dhamar, Taiz, 
Hodieda and Sana’a.

Free Medical Camps wraps up
TAIZ- General People Congress 

(GPC) held on Thursday in Taiz an 
honoring ceremony to conclude the 
activities of the free medical camps 
that GPC had conducted through the 
last few months.

During the ceremony, Sheik Gaber 
Abduallah Ghaleb gave a speech in 
which he highly thanked all the spon
sors, participants and workers in the 
medical camps that aim to render free 
medical services and lessen suffering 
of poor patients as well as improve cit
izens’ health conditions.

He stressed that the GPC cherishes 
to continuously establish such camps

in future.
Governor, Ahmed Abduallah al- 

Hagri invited in his speech all the 
political parties to compete in estab
lishing such granted projects and med
ical camps, exalting the PGC’s role in 
establishing free medical camps.

It is worthy to mention that GPC 
founded three free medical camps to 
cure patients, in Qadas, al-Barh and 
the central prison in Taiz respectively 
in which (14287) cases were healed 
and more than 4,010 operations con
ducted.

The overall cost of running those 
camps is YR30 millions.

Yemen without Qat
TAIZ-Three Yemeni travel

ers, namely, Abdulqawi 
Shua’alan, Abdulrahman 
Nawass, Mohammed A. 
Abdulwakeel of the Qat 
Hazards Control Society-Taiz 
(QHCS), have conducted a 7- 
day walk trip (270 km) from 
Taiz to Sana’a. The trip which 
was organized under the slogan 
of “No Qat”, aimed at raising 
awareness of Qat hazards and 
conveying a massage to the 
authorities in the capital, Sana’a 
to adopt a political decree on 
banning Qat. The travelers have 
distributed posters and publica
tions on Qat hazards in some 
cities like Dhamar and Ibb on 
their way from Taiz to Sana’a.

Tourist Exhibition in Taiz concludes
TAIZ-Taiz governor, Mr. Ahmed 

Abdullah Al Hajri, inaugurated Friday 
Sept. 27 the First Tourist Festival on 
the occasion of the Tourism World Day. 
The exhibition which winds up today, 
includes photography show for tourist 
attractions in Yemen, tourist and hotel 
services, handicrafts and silver antiqui
ties and typical agriculture nursery.

Sadiq Salah , Taiz Tourist office 
chairman told the Yemen Times this 
exhibition is being held within a num-

ber of tourist festivals on the occasion 
of the 40th anniversary of the 26th 
Yemeni revolution which coincides 
with the tourism world day These exhi
bitions aims at raising public awareness 
towards the importance of tourism in 
the development drive of the country. 
Taiz tourism festival was organized to 
promote tourist attractions in the gover
norate of Taiz as well as selling tourist 
programs and offering different tourist 
services.

President receives new ambassadors
President Ali Abdullah Saleh has 

received credentials of a number of 
Arab and foreign ambassadors to the 
country last week. Credentials were 
submitted by Mr. Mohammed Saeed 
Hammad al-Zaghabi as extra ordinary 
and plenipotentiary ambassador of the 
United Arab Emirates, Mr. Ghaw Bee 
Shing as ambassador of China, Mr. 
Robert van der Meulen as ambassador 
of the European commission, Mr. 
Ramon Answan Gharta as ambassador

of the Kingdom of Spain, Mr. Rashed 
Bin Saeed al-Dosary as an ambassador 
of the Kingdom of Bahrain and Mr. 
Zasibikin Alexander Sergivitch of the 
Federal Republic of Russia.

The newly appointed ambassadors 
have conveyed the best wishes of their 
leaders to the president Ali Abdullah 
Saleh on the 40th anniversary of the 26 
September revolution, confirming their 
keenness to further intensifying coop
eration with Yemen.

Meeting on women’s 
participation in elections

Sisters Arab Forum for Human 
Rights (SAF) held on Wednesday 25 
September a national meeting under a 
motto “Women Participation in 
Parliamentary Elections: Means or 
goal?”

The meeting concentrated on the 
importance of women’s participation 
in the upcoming parliamentary elec
tions. Ms Amal al-Basha, the Head of 
the SAF, emphasized in her speech 
that women should draw and feature 
the future by effective participation 
in elections as a voter and candidate.

“There is no real democracy with
out engaging women in the political 
field” she said.

Al-Basha warned of playing with 
women’s votes through exploiting 
the high percentage of illiteracy 
among women, especially in rural 
areas.

“Today we blame all, the parlia
ment, the Supreme Election 
Committee and all the political par
ties that hasn’t included the female 
element in their agendas to represent 
them in any of the electoral commit
tees. This comes against the constitu
tion’s principles that give equal 
opportunities to both men and 
women in the decision making. 
Democracy implies the representa
tion of the nation but... aren’t women 
part of this nation?” she asked.

She finally placed great stress on 
that women’s’ participation in the 
upcoming elections shouldn’t be used 
as a means for political purposes.

Ms. Radhia Shamsheer concluded 
the meeting by explaining her per
sonal experience, as the first woman 
who has become a member in one of 
the presidential election committees.
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Sulh: settling dispute over natural 

resources in Soqotra (part 1/2)
Serge D. Elie*

S
hortly before the Maghreb 
prayer, we arrived at the vil
lage of Zamhum, which is 
part of the Abere region 
located in the central part of 

the island called Manteqa Wusta. This 
is an area situated above the Noged 
plains in the South and behind the 
Haggeher mountains in the north. This 
position makes it an ideal agropastoral
ist area, as its wadi, Schaheb di eAlf, is 
kept active by the waters flowing down 
the surrounding mountains whose 
peaks serve as rain collectors. Nearly 
every compound has an enclosed gar
den with papaya, banana among other 
fruit trees and of course date palm 
trees, which is not only a pervasive fix
ture on the landscape but also emblem
atic of the way of life here. The culti
vation of palm trees is the pillar of the 
subsistence economy, and its fruit, the 
date, seems central to the sustenance of 
life here. The village of Zamhum has 
an ideal location, as it is not far from 
the water source of the wadi, and thus 
water is available during the dry as 
well as the wet season but in varying 
quantity.

I had left Hadiboh three hours earli
er as part of a delegation that was on its 
way to this village on a peace-making 
mission. It had been invited by the 
community to assist in resolving a 
water-related problem, and I was going 
along as an invited observer. This dele
gation was in fact a committee made 
up of five members representing gov
ernmental and traditional institutions in 
the persons of the chiefs of police and 
traffic police, the director of criminal 
investigation, the local council repre
sentative for the southern region of the 
island, and a sheikh from elsewhere. 
The challenge of the committee was to 
solve the problem through the tradi
tional Soqotri way, namely Sulh, which 
means to settle a conflict, to reach an 
agreement through compromise, or 
finding a solution through means of 
persuasion, as such it is a form of prob
lem resolution at the community level, 
without the involvement of "modern” 
institutions such as the court, and it is 
based entirely on a public debate medi
ated by a committee of impartial per
sons in which persuasion and reason 
are the sole means deployed in a 
process of discussion aimed at the 
gradual rapprochement and ultimate 
agreement between the parties. It is a 
tradition dating back from the time of 
the Sultanate of Mahra, of which 
Soqotra was a dependency. While Sulh 
may have been practiced on the main
land, and perhaps still is in some 
places, in the Soqotra context it has its 
own particularities. Today of course 
the practice of Sulh is partly modified 
by the inclusion of governmental insti
tutions that are of more recent origin, 
such as the local council system, with
out necessarily undermining its effec
tiveness. The main concern of all the 
parties involved in this process is to 
avoid having to resort to the court, 
which would be seen as a failure of 
community solidarity. Moreover, it was 
felt that the delay and cost incurred by 
resorting to the modern legal system 
would be inimical to the community’s 
social cohesion.

The conflict originated from an 
attempt by members of all the villages 
adjoining the wadi to put pipes into the 
wadi to draw water for their palm trees 
as well as fruit and vegetable gardens. 
A written complaint was made to the 
Chief of Police about these pipes and 
the need to remove them because of the 
negative impact on the water level. A 
police officer was sent to remove the 
pipes. All of the Muqaddam represent

ing the villages concerned accepted the 
decision with the exception of the one 
from the village of Kedina located a 
mile down from the wadi’s main water 
source. He argued that he had just 
planted about ninety new palm trees 
and the removal of his pipes would 
entail the death of his trees. He conse
quently requested the formal visit of 
the committee from Hadiboh. In the 
meanwhile the representatives of the 
other villages removed his pipes any
way, arguing that the available water 
was already insufficient for the local 
residents and that his pipe would fur
ther decrease the water level and accel
erate the depletion of the water avail
able on the wadi's surface. Was the 
claim about the water being insuffi
cient true or an exaggeration? Were the 
palm trees of the villager from Kedina 
dying or was there some other need for 
the water? Could a middle course 
between these two claims be found that 
would lead to a mutually satisfactory 
solution? The latter was the aim of the 
Sulh committee. However, problem
solving the traditional way has its own 
ritual and timetable that must be strict
ly observed in order not to compromise 
the eventuality of a successful out
come. These have to do with the eti
quette of hospitality by ensuring the 
comfort of special guests as well as the 
members of the village responsible for 
the conflict; the propriety of debate 
where no personal insult is allowed; 
and sufficiency of time for intensive 
discussions and negotiations both in 
plenary sessions and in small groups to 
allow passion to cool down and reason 
to prevail.

After the Maghreb prayer the people 
began to arrive in small groups from 
neighboring villages as guests, parties 
to the conflict or curious onlookers. 
Some former residents of the village 
who had moved to Hadiboh had come 
back to participate in the deliberations. 
Such an event was considered impor
tant not only by those who were direct
ly implicated in the conflict but by oth
ers as well, because the decision 
reached could later served as a prece
dent to apply in resolving similar con
flict elsewhere. An outdoor place in the 
center of the village of Zamhum was 
specially arranged for the evening, as it 
was covered with carpet and pillows. 
The sitting arrangement was on a first 
come first serve basis, as no particular 
distinction was made between people

of different status. However, status dis
tinctions were observed in the perform
ance of the particular repertoire of 
Soqotri forms of greeting, further 
enriched by both Islamic and mainland 
forms. At least four types were 
observed and they seemed related to a 
person age, community standing, 
familiarity and some other categories. 
And everyone had to greet individually 
everyone else present in the assembly. 
In this context all showed maximum 
respect and courtesy as everyone stood 
up to acknowledge and greet the 
incoming party. As people took their 
seat, tea was served and continuously 
so until the end of the deliberations late 
in the night. That moment was reserved 
for small talk, a kind of ice-breaking 
time, and to exchange news between 
people who had come from different 
places. I happened to sit next to the vil
lage traditional ‘’doctor” named 
Muallim Nini who is perhaps in his late 
sixties or early seventies. His specialty 
is either stopping the pain from a palm 
tree needle or remove the needle from 
the body part where it entered by read
ing some special surahs from the 
Quran. This particular feat is usually 
accomplished within a few minutes, I 
was told. While talking to him one who 
had benefited from his care had come 
to express his gratitude for his healed 
finger. This kind of small talk was to 
last until dinner was served, the stan
dard sheep or goat meat and rice. The 
end of dinner was the signal for the 
start of the official deliberations of the 
case.

The discussions were opened by an 
introductory speech by the sheikh of 
the region who first sought to establish 
his legitimacy by reminding the assem
bly that he was unanimously chosen by 
all of the Muqaddam of the area. 
Second, he assured people of his 
impartiality, as he was now a resident 
of Hadiboh without any property in 
this village, and thus was not predis
pose to taking the side of any party in 
this conflict. Third, he stressed the 
need for wisdom on the part of the vil
lagers, as they will have to bear the 
consequences of whatever decision 
they take, and invited them to heed his 
counsel if they so choose. Finally, he 
announced that he brought responsible 
people form Hadiboh to deal with the 
water problem, and that they were 
Soqotri brothers who could be trusted 
and that any other problem could be

brought to their attention. The sheikh 
opening remarks were followed by a 
somewhat muscular account of the 
problem by the village Katib, who was 
the designated speaker for all of the 
villages concerned. He clearly intend
ed to convey the villages’ strong oppo
sition to the intruding act of the vil
lager from Kedina. His oratory was 
eloquent but no less defiant about the 
communities’ collective resolve to 
oppose an act that threatened to draw 
down the water to a dangerously low 
level only to satisfy the whimsical need 
of an outsider. The concern was that 
since it had not rained for over a year 
in the southern part of the island, and if 
this situation were to continue the like
lihood of a generalized drought would 
be imminent. Thus conserving water 
was uppermost in their mind. Indeed 
members of the adjoining villages to 
Zamhum had discontinued the drawing 
of water from the wadi for their fruit 
gardens in order to save water. 
Moreover there was the perception that 
if the requester were granted permis
sion to put his pipe into the wadi other 
requests from other villages would 
soon follow and that would spell catas
trophe for the people of Zamhum and 
the adjoining villages. This was the 
context in which the request of the vil
lager from Kedina was to be consid
ered. He tried to argue his case but his 
intervention was not allowed, because 
the Committee’s presence in the village 
was due to his formal request, and thus 
had already heard his position. More 
importantly perhaps, it was felt that 
this would prolong unnecessarily the 
deliberations, since the arguments were 
already known and the time to find a 
solution had arrived. From the perspec
tive of the Committee, the main issue 
was to hear from the representatives of 
the other villages, as they constituted 
the overwhelming majority, about their 
proposal for a resolution to the conflict. 
The way this is done in the context of a 
Sulh is for them to retire into a caucus 
away from the assembly and to come 
up with a collective statement, in a 
written or oral form, to be presented to 
all of those present but especially the 
visiting Committee for its reaction. 
However, prior to their retiring from 
the assembly the Chief of Police sent 
them off with a reference to a Hadith, 
which said that people were partners in 
three things: Water (for drinking), fire 
(for cooking), and pasture (for grazing 
animals). Each one of these was essen
tial to life and their sharing was critical 
to collective survival. He further 
stressed the brotherly bond between 
Soqotrans and their intrinsically peace
ful nature, and the need to demonstrate 
this through a fraternal agreement 
between people who were members of 
the same tribe.

* The writer is a Doctoral 
Researcher in Social Anthropology 
at the University of Sussex, UK.

Internet forum for girls
The Girls World Communication 

Center (GWCC) in cooperation with 
UNDP and Canada Fund Development 
Program for initiatives-Yemen, 
launched the first Internet forum for 
girls on Tuesday September 24.

The launching ceremony was attend
ed by non-resident Canadian 
Ambassador to Yemen and the UNDP 
resident representative in Sanaa.

This project is part of the efforts of 
GWCC to provide education opportuni

ties to females that were deprived of 
basic and higher education so as to 
develop their skills and overall abilities, 
boosting their chances of participating 
more effectively in the community.

The forum is the second project of its 
kind after the successful internet train
ing course that was held and supported 
by UNIFEM for more than 100 females 
as well as for women working for a 
number of non-governmental organiza
tions.

Continued from Page 1
MPs stage sit-in

On the other hand, the National 
Organization for Defending Rights and 
Freedoms, (NODRF) in a statement last 
Tuesday said that the MP, Sakhr al- 
Wajeeh, a member of the fact-finding 
committee, was physically attacked by 
the Vice Speaker, Yahya Arra’ee.

The set-to erupted over the fact-find
ing report on the detainees suspected of 
having links to USS Cole incident and 
the September 11 attacks in the US.

Sakhr al-Wajeeh, a member of the 
fact-finding committee when finished

reading the report, was attacked by the 
vice speaker of the parliament. The 
report had been previously published in 
newspapers along with photos of the 
detainees.

The statement issued by the NODRF 
mentioned that Sakhr al-Wajeeh had 
been previously unseated from the 
membership of the permanent commit
tee of the GPC and was also prevented 
from attending meetings of the 6th 
General Conference of the ruling party.

Trouble ahead 
for Yemenis in USA

It was reported that U.S. Justice 
Department directed special agents to 
“selectively seek out and search all indi
viduals of Yemeni origin including U.S. 
citizens" as "a necessary precaution to 
protect the nation from any possible ter
rorist attack." "Millions of dollars in drug 
profits were laundered back to Yemen, 
federal investigators contend, and pros
ecutors allege that Sharif ran an illegal 
money wire service where he also doc
tored phony identification.” the Oakland 
Tribune said.

Authorities in Oakland believe that 
there are links between the said 
Yemenis and Hezbollah of Lebanon. 
However, no solid evidence was provid
ed so far.

Federal agents started focusing more 
on Yemeni immigrants after they arrest
ed Ali Saleh Saad, 30, of Yemeni origin

in the Detroit suburb of Dearborn.
It is suspected that Saad and his net

work is directly related to Mohamed 
Ahmed, but that remains to be proved.

It is worth noting that Yemenis in the 
US tend to send money to Yemen 
through many channels, some which 
may be illegal.

"The first generation in America, what 
are they here for? To make a better life. 
Once they do that they want to build a 
family," One of the Yemenis in Oakland 
told the paper. "They send money to 
their families. It has nothing to do with 
politics or terrorism or anything.”

Hence, it is believed that following 
those new developments, the Yemeni 
community in the US may be exposed to 
further inspections and scrutinizes, 
which resembles possible trouble 
ahead.
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German Ambassador to Yemen, Mr. Werner Zimprich to YT:
“Yemen has been chosen by our government to stand 
as pilot country among the 70 developing countries 

that Germany is cooperating with."

I
n the 12 years since German 
unification political, economic 
and social life in the new east
ern Lander (states) has changed 
fundamentally. Enormous 

progress has been made in ‘Aufbau 
Ost’, the recovery program for eastern 
Germany. At the same time there are 
still clear shortcomings in many sec
tors. The goal of establishing compara
ble living standards between eastern 
and western Germany has not yet been 
achieved. The greatest successes 
include the fundamental renewal of the 
eastern infrastructure, rehabilitation of 
the environment and the rescue of his
torical city centers. The building up of 
a new eastern German economy has 
made great progress, although the aim 
of a self-supporting upswing has not 
yet been attained. The most painful gap 
between eastern and western Germany 
is still the high unemployment in the 
new states, which is twice as great as 
that in the old ones.

The friendly relations between the 
Republic of Yemen and the Federal 
Republic of Germany are very distin
guished and growing steadily. We con
sider the Day of the German Unity as a 
very special and joyful occasion for the 
friendly people of Germany and an his
toric event in their modern history. 
Yemen Times has seized this happy 
occasion to conduct an interview with 
His Excellency the Ambassador of the 
Federal Republic of Germany to 
Yemen Mr. Werner Zimprich.

Following is text of the interview 
conducted by Mr Mohammed Khidhr 
from the Yemen Times with HE the 
German Ambassador who has 
answered some questions related to the 
occasion and the Yemeni-German rela
tions.

Q: How do you assess the 12 years 
of German unity, politically, eco
nomically, and socially?

A: The political ‘turning-point’ or 
what we call in German ‘Die Wende’ 
and the following unification belong to 
the most impressive events of the last 
century. The partition of our country 
could be overcome by peaceful means 
and with the consent of all our neigh
bor countries.

The political unity was quickly 
achieved. But it took a long time to 
accomplish the ‘internal unity’, i.e. that 
the Germans grew together to one 
national community in human, social

and economic terms. The income and 
living conditions got adjusted to West 
German standards, not entirely but 
almost.

Q: Both German and Yemeni uni
ties have been achieved in the same 
year, could you hold a comparison of 
the two historic events?

A: The experiences made by the 
Federal Republic of Germany and the 
Republic of Yemen who both achieved 
their unity in 1990, were different. In 
Germany, the (former) German 
Democratic Republic joined the 
Federal Republic of Germany. In 
Yemen a merge that was settled by a 
treaty, led to a new state with a new 
name, a new flag and a new constitu
tion. In addition to that, Yemen strug
gled with much more internal difficul
ties because of the civil war in 1994.

Q: What are your country’s most 
recent aspects of cooperation with 
Yemen, any future cooperation 
plans?

A: Yemen-German cooperation has 
been outstanding in many fields. Since 
the establishment of diplomatic rela
tions between the two countries a con
tinuous political dialogue has taken 
place. Numerous cultural activities 
have complemented the political inter
course. The Federal Republic of 
Germany is looking forward to contin
ue the dialogue in order to further 
deepen the mutual understanding, trust 
and friendship between our two coun

tries.
The Yemeni-German relationship is 

marked by its friendly cooperation in 
economic development. Last year, 
Yemen has been chosen by our govern
ment to stand as pilot country among 
the 70 developing countries that 
Germany is cooperating with.

This year, official bilateral develop
ment cooperation has been boosted by 
a significant increase of our annual 
contributions. Allocations in 2001 
amounted to almost 25 Million US- 
Dollars. In 2002 we expect them to be 
around 37.5 Million US-Dollars.

We are cooperating in four sectors: 
health, water supply, basic education 
and promotion of economic develop
ment including vocational training. 
About 75% of our financial contribu
tions are used for infrastructure in the 
water sector. Right now, we are plan
ning for the water supply and sanita
tion among others in the towns of 
Saadah, Jiblah, ja’ar, Al-Shahr and 
Jinjibar. Recently we have also extend
ed our program of advisory services to 
the governorates of Marib and Al-Jawf 
in order to contribute to the improve
ment of social services in the health 
sector and the education sector.

We are most willing to continue our 
cooperation within the framework of 
the Yemeni National Poverty 
Reduction Strategy that has been 
endorsed by the Yemeni government in 
summer 2002. The German govern
ment has pledged to contribute to alle
viating poverty in Yemen during the

next decade. We will renew our com
mitment on the occasion of the meeting 
of the Consultative Group in October 
2002 when all interested donors will be 
meeting at the World Bank Office in 
Paris to discuss the future development 
of Yemen.

Q: Germany, in person of 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, has 
stated a distinguished German stand 
concerning the US plan for a mili
tary action against Iraq with inten
tion to change the regime. Why do 
you think he took this stance?

A: The United Nations demanded 
that the regime in Baghdad has to ful
fill the UN-resolution without excep
tion. That means above all, that the 
weapon inspectors must get the per
mission to enter the country again. But 
the question is whether, instead of this 
aim, another one inducing the change 
of the regime should be focused in the 
discussion. Wouldn’t this interfere with 
the exclusive decisive power of the 
security council?

Q: Now following the winning of a 
second term as Chancellor would he 
retain this stance, and would he try 
to attract other European countries 
to follow suit?

A: There is a constant and intensive 
interchange of views about all the 
important questions with the European 
partners. Already two days after the 
chancellor won the elections, he met 
the British prime minister.

Beside that, it is natural that the 
German government is at its utmost to 
obtain good relations with the USA 
which are particularly important for 
our country.

Q: Any word on the 40th anniver
sary of the Yemeni 26 September 
Revolution or other issues?

A: The Yemeni 26 September revo
lution represented at the time a major 
step into the prospering future of the 
Republic of Yemen. The efforts in 
developing the country and its legal 
democratic system since then were 
impressive.

The Federal Republic of Germany 
presents its congratulations on the 
occasion of this anniversary celebra
tion and will support the Republic of 
Yemen in the development process by 
all possible means in the future.

Werner Zimprich

Salwa Sharafi, Journalism Professor to the Yemen Times:
“I have been amazed to see young Yemeni journalists 

who have bold and daring ideas and writings”

Y
emen Times in collabo
ration with Friedrich 
Ebert Stiftung organized 
a workshop titled “Press 
Coverage of Election " 

on September, 14-18, 2002.
Yemen Times reporter, has met up 

with Dr. Salwa Sharafi, the workshop 
trainer and Journalism Professor, Press 
Institute, University of Tunis and filed 
the following interview.

YT: How do you assess the Yemeni 
press with regard to handling the 
national issues?

A: If we draw a comparison between 
the Yemeni press and the Arab press, 
we will find that the Yemeni press is 
distinguished among the Arab press in 
that of content and multi-opinion. 
There are actually several daring writ
ings and articles I have never seen 
alike in countries like, Jordan, 
Morocco, and Egypt.

Yemen is the only country where the 
political plurality is widely practiced. 
As for the design and outline, the 
Yemeni press of course is in short of 
financial support.

YT: How do you personally 
appraise the Yemeni journalist and 
his awareness towards his issues?

A: I’m very deeply impressed by the 
freedom of press here in Yemen. I have 
been also amazed to see young Yemeni 
journalists who have bold and daring

ideas and writings. They are coura
geous and open-minded in their writ
ings where they deal with heated sub
ject matters.

YT: What is the leading role of the 
media towards the development 
issues?

A: As a journalist, one the main rea
sons behind our backwardness is the 
role of the media. Undoubtedly, the 
media play a pivotal role in educating 
people in order to be tolerant and to 
respect other’s opinions. Consequently, 
people will not go against each other. 
Media’s role is indispensable. What 
can be said on the role of the media is 
that without stability, there will not be 
development.

YT: As a human rights activist, 
what have the human rights organi
zations achieved so far? Are these 
organizations independent?

A: Of course, most of these organi
zations are independent. I want to 
emphasize that the human rights organ
izations have fallen prey to harass
ment. As a human rights activist, you 
have to be credible in issuing reports. If 
this organization or that is honest in 
issuing the flagrant violations, which is 
of course a very difficult mission, it 
should be reported credibly.

But the question which poses itself 
is, is there a positive response on the 
part of the Arab leaders?

YT: How do you assess the Arab 
woman’s participation along with 
man?

As a female journalist, the career of 
journalism has left a special effect on 
me. I was entrusted with several mis
sions in several war fronts. I have faced 
so many troubles and harsh experi
ences with a view of conveying the 
message to the readers. This is the best 
thing that a woman can do. The Arab 
woman can do other things where a 
man is not able to do.

Man has engrossed in arms types 
and military strategies. Women on the 
other hand, have fallen prey to the 
social catastrophes as a result of wars.

The man has remained the only per
son who controls every thing. What is

needed is that a woman should be 
respected considering her as a main 
factor in building the society.

YT: What is your impression dur
ing your visit to Yemen?

A: My visit to Yemen is very too 
short. I've been deeply fascinated by 
the Old City of Sana’a which is paral
lel to One Thousands Night and One. 
When I first had started standing 
before Gate of al-Yemen, (Bab al- 
Yemen), I thought that the time has 
stopped. But it is stopped in a very 
wonderful way. I have heard about 
Yemen's good reputation and its antiq
uities.

Frankly speaking, what adds to the 
beauty of Yemen are the people, their 
courtesy and their polite behavior.

Dr. Salwa, a workshop trainer (right) in an interview with al-Masani

Federal President Johannes Rau 
on the Day of German Unity

This year as in years past, the 
Day of German Unity is a day of 
joy, a day of gratitude and a day 
of confidence. We are joyful that 
our country is no longer torn in 
two by an inhuman border. We 
are grateful that so many friend
ly nations helped us along our 
way to unity and shared our hap
piness. We are confident that 
Germany will push its internal 
reconstruction ahead and con
tinue to make positive contribu
tions - alongside our friends and 
partners- to peace and stability 
in the world as a member of the

European Union, NATO and the 
United Nations.

During the past few weeks, 
Germany was ravaged by the 
worst flood disaster it has been 
in centuries. This flood cost lives 
and devastated many cities and 
vast sections of the countryside. 
This disaster, the struggle to 
hold waters back and joint help 
provided those affected by the 
disaster have brought people in 
our country closer together. We 
have learned how great the 
power of solidarity is.

Wealth of countries and count
less people from around the 
world have also shown us this

solidarity. My countrymen and I 
are thankful for the help and 
comfort we have received. We 
will not forget it.

In the wake of this disaster, 
the question is growing louder in 
Germany whether the natural 
disasters which are occurring 
with increasing frequency 
around the world are man-made 
and what we have to do togeth
er to preserve the environment. 
As a result of this disaster, cli
mate protection and environ
mental have become even more 
important issues in the econom-

ic and social situation in less 
developed countries is an indis
pensable prerequisite for envi
ronment for environmental pro
tection to be effective. For this 
reason there is development 
policy and the conditions under
lying economic cooperation in 
our ever smaller world.

National unity continues to be 
both a gift and an obligation for 
us Germans. Which is why the 
international community can 
continue to count on the Federal 
Republic of Germany to fulfill its 
role in the world in the future as 
well -as a good neighbor, as a 
reliable friend and partner.

German President Johannes Rau (left) welcomes Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder at Schloss Bellevue, his official residence in Berlin

Urgently required
Qualified Mechanical Engineers to work 
for Elevator’s Company with experience 
in the same field. Qualified applicants 
will be offered further training courses. 
Interested applicants are requested to 
send their CV with P/P size photograph 
to:

P. O. Box 11145, Sana’a — ROY 
or Email: yemenkuwait@y.net.ye

mailto:yemenkuwait@y.net.ye
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Protester killed, Arafat 
defiant on revolt anniversary

GAZA, Sept 28 (Reuters) - Israeli 
troops shot dead a protester in 
Palestinian demonstrations on Saturday 
marking the second anniversary of their 
uprising as Israel sought U.S. help in 
resolving its widely criticised siege of 
Yasser Arafat.

The Palestinian leader vowed no let
up in the revolt and won fresh vows of 
loyalty from his people 10 days after 
the Israeli army trapped him in his 
offices and razed the compound around 
him. The action was in response to sui
cide bombings which killed seven 
Israelis.

The siege has shored up Arafat’s 
slumping popularity and stalled 
Palestinian reform key to resuming 
peace talks. But it has also angered the 
United States which wanted to dampen 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict to help win 
Arab support for a campaign against 
Iraq.

Israeli diplomatic sources said Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon had sent a senior 
aide, Dov Weisglass, to Washington for 
talks to discuss how to end the impasse 
between Israeli forces and Arafat and 
some 200 Palestinians holed up with 
him.

Israeli troops killed a demonstrator 
and wounded at least 22 others in clash
es with stone throwers in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, after killing 
a militant in a Gaza refugee camp, wit
nesses said.

In Gaza City, a teeming militant 
stronghold, thousands of protesters 
bearing national flags and portraits of 
Arafat heard an address from the 
Palestinian leader relayed from his 
besieged lodgings and office in the 
West Bank city of Ramallah.

In remarks conveyed by loudspeak
ers outside the Gaza parliament build
ing, Arafat cried: “We, the Palestinian 
people, care not about the siege, 
because we are the stronger people!”

“The people are with you, Abu 
Ammar!” chanted the crowd, using the 
73-year-old leader’s nom de guerre.

“We reiterate on this anniversary that 
we are marching until victory and until 
the establishment of a Palestinian state 
with Jerusalem as its capital,” Arafat

told crowds who had gathered in the 
West Bank city of Qalqilya after the 
army lifted longstanding curfews there 
and in nearby Tulkarm.

Curfew-Breakers Wounded
Not so in Ramallah, where soldiers 

fired rubber-coated bullets and teargas 
grenades to disperse stone-throwing 
youths.

Saturday marked two years since 
Sharon, then opposition leader, visited a 
Jerusalem site holy to Muslims and 
Jews. The Palestinian revolt erupted 
right afterwards.

In Israel, hundreds of Israeli Arabs 
and left-wing Jews observed the 
anniversary in the northern town of 
Kfar Manda. Carrying Palestinian flags, 
they urged Israel to quit the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, occupied in the 1967 
Middle East war.

Rallies saluting the Intifada (upris
ing) were also held in Cairo, where 
about 500 people gathered. Reuters wit
nesses said. The demonstrators, who 
also displayed placards expressing soli
darity with Iraq, were far outnumbered 
by riot police.

At a pro-Palestinian rally in 
Amsterdam, the outspoken wife of 
European Central Bank chief Wim 
Duisenberg urged the European Union 
to put “moral, economic and financial 
pressure” on Israel to end its occupation 
of lands it has held 1967.

Gretta Duisenberg used strong 
words, comparing Israel under Sharon 
to Nazi Germany and South Africa in 
the apartheid era.

Israel says the uprising was plotted 
by Arafat’s Palestinian Authority as 
peace talks stalled as a way of forcing it 
into territorial and political concessions

in the West Bank and Gaza.
Palestinians say it was an eruption of 

anger over what they called Israel’s 
efforts to undermine future Palestinian 
independence, in part by accelerating a 
Jewish settlement drive which has frag
mented territory Palestinians seek for a 
state.

At least 1,572 Palestinians and 601 
Israelis have died in the violence over 
the past two years.

Sharon’s government says the siege

will not be lifted until the surrender of 
50 “wanted men” it says are are hiding 
in Arafat’s quarters. He has refused to 
provide a list of who is there or to hand 
over alleged militants.

The siege drew censure in the U.N. 
Security Council and from the United 
States, which also criticised an Israeli 
air strike in Gaza City on Thursday. The 
strike targeted a senior Palestinian mili
tant but instead killed two of his lieu
tenants and wounded 27 civilians.

including several children.

Peres Wants Israel To Heed 
Americans

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, the 
main dove in Israel’s sometimes rocky 
“national unity” coalition, told Israel 
Radio Washington wanted quiet in the 
Middle East "and rightly so” as it pre
pared for possible action against Iraq.

“We don’t have to draw attention all 
the time to ... Arafat. We have very dif
ficult problems of terror, and we have 
difficult problems with the growing bit
terness of the Palestinian people.

The war against terrorism cannot be 
waged only militarily,” he said in 
implicit criticism of Sharon and army 
hardliners.

Palestinian Authority sources said it 
had asked the Security Council to con
vene a session on implementing the res
olution it passed earlier this week 
demanding that Israel lift the siege.

The Israeli daily Haaretz reported 
Israel would agree under certain cir
cumstances that the 50 men suspected 
of militant activities be tried and jailed 
in Palestinian areas.

The Palestinians were confident of 
success on Saturday.

“The U.N. Security Council resolu
tion, President (George W.) Bush’s 
statements and pressure from the world 
community are pushing toward forcing 
Israel to withdraw within 48 hours,” 
Arafat adviser Nabil Abu Rdainah told 
Reuters.

In a more peaceful demonstration of 
solidarity, 500 schoolchildren in the 
West Bank city of Bethlehem released a 
balloon carrying letters of support to 
Arafat, and the wind took them north
ward toward Ramallah, 25 km (15 
miles) away.

Relatives of Sami Abedlal ,27, who was killed by Israeli soldiers September 28, 2002, mourn during his funeral in Rafah south of Gaza Strip. REUTERS

Egypt jails 
man who 
claimed 
to be a 
prophet

CAIRO, Sept 28 (Reuters) - Egypt 
sentenced a man who claimed to be a 
prophet to three years in jail on 
Saturday for insulting religion and pro
moting extreme ideas, court sources 
said.

Sayed Tolba, who had claimed he 
knew the secret of the universe and that 
God had sent him messages from 
angels, had been tried with a group of 
20 followers who used to attend lessons 
in his home.

The court jailed one of the followers 
for a year with hard labour on the same 

charges as Tolba. It gave 18 others sus
pended sentences of one year for insult
ing Islam and fined another 1.000 
Egyptian pounds ($216) on the same 
conviction.

Most of the followers, who included 
a doctor, students and factory owners 
had renounced their belief in Tolba, the 
sources said.

Egypt has tried dozens of people in 
recent years for holding unorthodox 
views on Islam — the country’s domi
nant religion.

Turkish PM says 
relations good with Baghdad

ANKARA, Sept 28 (Reuters) - 
Turkish Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit 
said on Saturday there were “no prob
lems” in NATO member Turkey’s rela
tions with Iraq at a time of mounting 
speculation the United States could 
launch an attack against Baghdad.

Ecevit has repeatedly said Muslim 
Turkey opposes an attack, worried about 
social and economic upheaval, but the 
key U.S. ally is expected to play a role 
in any campaign, at the least providing 
logistical support to U.S. warplanes and 
forces.

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz is due in Ankara next week to meet 
Ecevit and rally support against a U.S.- 
led offensive to topple Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein for his alleged pro
gramme of weapons of mass destruc
tion.

“From our perspective there are no 
problems in our relations with Iraq,” 
Ecevit said during a live interview with 

private Turkish television station CNN 
Turk. “These recent developments — 
issues such as the United States’ deci
sion — will be on the agenda (during 
talks with Aziz), and we will discuss 
them. We will listen to Baghdad’s 
thoughts, inclinations, worries,” Ecevit 
said. Ankara has sought to improve 
diplomatic and commercial ties with 
neighbouring Iraq, despite hosting U.S. 
warplanes that patrol a “no-fly” zone 
over northern Iraq to protect Iraqi Kurds 
who have run the region since the 1991 
Gulf War.

Turkey fears a conflict next door 
could encourage Iraqi Kurds to establish 
their own state in a northern enclave 
where they have enjoyed broad autono
my since rising up against Baghdad in 
1991.

Rival Iraqi Kurd leaders Massoud 
Barzani and Jalal Talabani deny they 
aspire to statehood, but Turkey still wor
ries such turmoil could stir its own 

restive Kurds to fight for a homeland in 
southeast Turkey, scene of a 17-year 
insurgence by Kurdish separatists that 
killed more than 30.000 people.

Turkish officials and Barzani have in 
recent weeks traded barbs over specula
tion Ankara could send troops into 
northern Iraq in the event of a U.S. 
attack.

“It’s understood a process...has begun 
to turn this de facto state into a legal 
state. This unsettles us. We have 
expressed our discomfort a few times in 
the past days," Ecevit said.

“We will naturally respond to every 
kind of behaviour that is contrary to 
Turkey’s interests, but I hope there will 
be no need for this kind of a response.” 
he said.

“The Kurdish clans in northern Iraq, 
especially Barzani, have increasingly 
taken on an attitude of challenging 
Turkey. We have in recent days said that 
we will not accept this,” he said.



8 30 September, 2002 Gulf / Africa

Exhausted refugees swarm 
Ivory Coast sleepy town

BROBO, Ivory Coast, Sept 28 
(Reuters) - Two-year-old Noel lifts his 
expressionless face for a brief moment, 
then stares again at his swollen, blis
tered feet.

“He can't even walk anymore," says 
his aunt, Prisca Krou. Noel’s family 
walked over 20 miles (32 km) from the 
rebel-held city of Bouake in central 
Ivory Coast to Brobo, a normally 
sleepy town now coming to resemble a 
refugee camp.

French troops who evacuated 
Bouake’s foreign residents this week 
have set up camp in Brobo, waiting 
like everyone else for the next act in 
Ivory Coast’s latest drama.

In the main street — there is little 
else to Brobo — desperate fathers bar
gained with the drivers of the few vehi
cles to take their families further east, 
to home villages and relatives in other 
parts of the country or the main city 
Abidjan.

Others, newly arrived, carried bags 
with a few clothes and other belong
ings on their head, looking exhausted 
after the long walk and nervous about 
what may lay ahead.

“We are just looking for any vehi
cle,” said one man, his son riding on 
top of a pile of bags in a wheelbarrow.

Clearly afraid, the man declined to 
give his name and marched on, quick
ening his pace.

Too scared to talk
Witnesses said some of those fleeing 

Bouake were members of the armed 
forces who have refused to join dissi
dents, but that even after passing 
unrecognised through rebel check
points they were too terrified to talk.

Dozens of people crammed aboard a 
rusty yellow Renault truck in the mar
ketplace, those already on board 
pulling up relatives and their belong
ings.

Muted cheers went up as the engine 
shuddered into life, only to cut out a 
moment later.

“I got 86 people on board for the last 
trip.” said the driver, Kone Siaka.

“They paid 2,000 CFA francs (S3) 
each,” he added, but demanded 2.500 
CFA francs from the next passenger to 
board for the 40 miles (64 km) journey 
to the next town east — a hefty sum in 
a town where 100 CFA will buy you a 
square meal.

A carload of teenage boys with a 
barrel of fuel and a crate of empty 
Pastis bottles pass as Brobo’s filling 
station. Here the price of diesel has 

quadrupled to 1.500 CFA (S2.24) a litre 
since the uprising began over a week 
ago. Petrol is impossible to come by.

At a shop nearby, Stanislas Pierre 
Claver has rarely seen business so 
brisk.

“The people are buying water, food, 
anything they need on the road,” he 
said.

As he spoke, a couple of French sol
diers came in to buy soap for their 
camp, set up in Brobo’s school.

French guns and soldiers have made 
the town a safe haven for the time 
being.

But residents know the rebels are 
just a few miles (km) away and the 

French may leave at any time. The 
government has said it would soon 
launched an offensive to drive back the 
insurgents it accused of planning to 
take power in a September 19 coup.

“I am trying to get my family out,” 
said Casimir Koffi, one hand holding a 
large sports bag, the other resting on 
the shoulder of his eight-year-old 
daughter Adjoua.

“This is a first for Ivory Coast. Not 
even December 24 was like this,” he 
said, referring to the country’s first and 
virtually bloodless military coup in 
1999 which shattered its reputation as 
an oasis of stability in a troubled 
region. “This time it’s terrible”.

Kuwait says prepared for Iraqi chemical attack
KUWAIT, Sept 28 (Reuters) - 

Kuwait announced on Saturday it had 
taken precautions against a chemical 
weapons attack, saying it would not 
put anything past neighbouring Iraq, 
which invaded the oil-rich emirate in 
1990.

The region is bracing for a possible 
U.S.-led military strike to topple Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein, allegedly for 
seeking weapons of mass destruction.

Kuwait is a U.S. ally but says it will 

not allow Washington to use its territo
ry to launch an attack on Iraq without 
the sanction of the United Nations.

“I do not exclude anything at all 
from Iraq,” Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammad al- 
Salem al-Sabah told reporters before 
flying to Egypt for three-days of talks.

“Do we trust Saddam Hussein? No. 
Do we know that he has weapons of 
mass destruction? Yes... This is enough 
for us to be concerned over Iraq's abil

ity to harm Kuwait”, he said.
Iraq denies it is developing weapons 

of mass destruction, but concerns over 
a chemical attack have hit Kuwait’s 
stock market, which declined 2.4 per
cent on Saturday at the start of the trad
ing week.

But Sheikh Mohammad said the 
emirate was well protected by a large 
U.S. military presence as well as by 
German and Czech anti-chemical war
fare units.

Kuwait is “probably the safest place 
in the world as there are many systems 
to combat any aggression,” he said.

Patriot Batteries
A U.S.-led coalition ended Iraq's 

seven-month occupation of Kuwait in 
the 1991 Gulf War. For several months, 
Washington has been sending military 
hardware to Kuwait for what is offi
cially described as an intensified train
ing programme.

Afghan leader confers 
with Saudi crown prince

RIYADH, Sept 28 (Reuters) - 
Afghan President Hamid Karzai met 
Saudi Arabia’s de facto ruler, Crown 
Prince Abdullah, on Saturday during 
a Gulf tour aimed at gaining financial 
aid to rebuild his war-devastated 
country.

The official Saudi Press Agency 
said the two leaders discussed ways 
of boosting their relations and region
al developments but did not give 
details.

Karzai has sought speedy delivery 
of more than $4 billion in foreign 
donations pledged by several coun
tries, including oil-rich Saudi Arabia, 
to be spent on rebuilding his country 
after 23 years of civil war and foreign 
military intervention.

The Afghan president also plans to 
visit Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE have 
been close supporters of Karzai’s 
government, which came to power 
last year after Afghanistan’s Taliban 
rulers were overthrown in fighting 
coordinated with U.S. forces.

Among Arab and Muslim coun
tries, Saudi Arabia is the key donor to 
Afghanistan, with which it has had

close historical and religious ties.
The kingdom was one of just three 

countries in the world that recognised 
the Taliban during its five years in 
power, and hundreds of Saudi nation
als fought with the al Qaeda forces of 
Saudi-born dissident Osama bin 
Laden in Afghanistan.

Washington blames bin Laden, 
who was sheltered by the Taliban and 
whose whereabouts remain unknown, 
for masterminding the September 11 
attacks.

Saudi Arabia has requested the 
release of dozens of Saudi members 
of al Qaeda held in Afghanistan, so 
the issue was expected to come up 
during Karzai's visit.

Afghan presidential chief of staff, 
Tayeb Jawad, said on Thursday 
Karzai's government was willing to 
extradite Saudi and other foreign 
nationals.

Karzai’s first foreign trip after 
becoming president last year was to 
Saudi Arabia.

Two weeks ago Saudi Arabia 
joined the United States and Japan in 
pledging S50 million to fund a $250 
million highway reconstruction proj
ect in Afghanistan.



Asia 30 September, 2002 9

ASEAN officials see region 
weathering global storm

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - 
Finance officials from a number of 
Southeast Asian nations said on 
Friday that reforms since the 1997 
financial crisis and a pickup in inter
regional trade had provided a buffer 
from a slowdown in the global econ
omy and a high level of market 
volatility.

“As a result of developments that 
have taken place in (the region), we 
have seen a high tolerance level of 
the volatility that has occurred and 
we have seen a resumption in growth 
that is strengthening,” Malaysian 
Central Bank Governor Zeti Akhtar 
Aziz told a forum sponsored by the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations.

Zeti’s sentiments were echoed by 
officials from the Philippines, 
Thailand, Singapore and Indonesia.

However, ASEAN Secretary- 
General Rodolfo Severino offered a 
cautionary note, remarking that the 
region was now even more open to 
the global economy than during the 
1997-98 Asian crisis, and that current 
global economic prospects were 
highly uncertain.

Still, he agreed a solid base had 
been laid for the future.

“ASEAN's response and economic 
performance this year give us 
grounds for modest optimism about 
the outlook for the regional econo
my,” Severino said.

“Nations in the region responded 
with a resolve to increase regional 
integration, step up financial cooper
ation and move forward with finan
cial and corporate reforms,” he said.

HOLDING HANDS
“In recent years we’ve seen much 

stronger regional cooperation,” 
Philippine Finance Secretary Jose 
Camacho told the gathering.

“Regional cooperation in the 
financial sector, regional cooperation 
among central banks, regional coop
eration among governments ... and 
regional cooperation in terms of

developing markets within the 
region.”

Camacho said he hoped that over 
time ASEAN countries could devel
op deeper capital markets. “It is 
hoped that a portion of the substantial 
international reserves that are being 
held by the Asian countries can be 
partly developed to help develop a 
regional bond market,” he added.

“One of the weaknesses revealed 
by the 1997 crisis is the shallow

domestic capital market that created 
the overreliance to foreign capital,” 
Camacho said.

Asked whether they were con
cerned China’s entry into the World 
Trade Organization would place a 
burden on their economies as domes
tic industries struggled to compete 
with Chinese imports, all the officials 
said they were not, instead saying 
they looked forward to the opening 
of a potentially huge export market.

“We see China more as an oppor
tunity rather than a threat,” said Lim 
Hng Kiang, Singapore’s second min
ister of finance.

ASEAN Secretary-General Rodolfo Severino (R) is pictured in March 2001 with Inamul Haq, Pakistan’s foreign secre
tary. REUTERS

An Afghan soldier prevents journal
ist from going near a dump site 
where explosions rocked Kabul 
September 28, 2002. Two explo
sions rocked the Afghan capital on

Saturday and shattered many win
dows but appeared to have caused 
no significant injuries or damage, 
witnesses and military radio said. 
REUTERS

Loud blasts
heard in

Afghan capital
KABUL, Sept 28 (Reuters) - 

Two loud explosions rocked the 
Afghan capital Kabul on Saturday 
night, but the immediate cause 
was unclear.

The explosions were heard 
shortly after 9 p.m. Military radio 
reports said the explosions hap
pened in a military compound. It 
was unclear if there were any 
casualties but a siren could be 
heard.

International peacekeepers 
tightened security in Kabul early 
this month after a car bomb ripped 
through a busy street in the city 
centre, killing at least 26 people 
and wounding 150.

Just hours after that explosion, 
a gunman tried to assassinate 
President Hamid Karzai in the 
southern city of Kandahar, hitting 
his car and wounding the city 
governor.

POW swap highlights 
Sri Lanka peace bid

OMANTHAI, Sri Lanka (Reuters) - 
The Sri Lankan government and Tamil 
Tiger rebels swapped prisoners-of-war 
on Saturday in the latest move to push 
ahead a peace process that has already 
silenced the guns after 19 years of war.

The exchange in a dusty no-man’s 
land in northern Sri Lanka happened 
amid unprecedented scenes of friendli
ness between top military leaders from 
both sides, who mingled with the pris
oners to say their goodbyes.

Sri Lanka’s top military officer, army 
chief General Lionel Balagalle, sat casu
ally next to Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) Northern Commander 
Theepan, an encounter unimaginable 
several months ago.

“It is yet another significant milestone 
to a negotiated settlement of what was at 
one time considered an intractable con
flict,” said Sri Lanka’s Secretary of 
Defence Austin Fernando.

The swap under a plastic tent came 
less than two weeks after the two sides 
met for a first round of peace talks in 
Thailand.

The Tamil Tiger prisoners were given 
going-away gift packs that included 
chocolate, crackers and fruit with a card 
that read “With the compliments” of 
army chief Balagalle.

Sri Lankan police stood next to 
“Tamil Eelam Police” — the police the 
Tigers have in areas they control — dur
ing the ceremony that saw 11 rebel sol
diers exchanged for seven government 
military personnel.

“PEACE DIVIDEND”
“I kept going by the hope I would see 

my family again,” said navy

Commander Ajith Boyagoda, who was 
released after being captured by the 
rebels in a naval battle eight years ago.

One of the released Tigers was a 
member of the feared “Black Tigers” 
suicide squad.

Another two rebels were released in 
the east in the latest in a series of confi
dence-building measures, including 
opening roads and allowing greater 
movement of people, since a 
Norwegian-brokered truce was signed 
in February.

“We consider this occasion as one of 
the peace dividends and hope that simi
lar gestures of goodwill would form the 
foundation of confidence building,” said 
Suda Master, the deputy head of the 
LTTE’s political wing.

None of the soldiers or police carried 
weapons, which are not allowed in the 
crossing-over area between the front 
lines of the two sides near Omanthai, 
270 km (167 miles) north of the 
Colombo.

The government personnel were later 
flown by helicopter to Colombo for a 
meeting with Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe.

The Tamil rebels say they have no 
more prisoners of war while the govern
ment says it has Tamil detainees held 
under terrorism charges, who are not 
considered prisoners of war.

Another round of of talks is set for 
Thailand in late October to try to bring 
an end to the 19-year ethnic conflict that 
has claimed more than 64,000 lives.

Tamil Tiger prisoners of war held by the Sri Lankan government walk away 
from a military helicopter in the northern town of Omanthai on September 
28, on their way to a prisoner exchange. REUTERS

Vacancy announcement 
Procurement Officer for the Basic Education Expansion Project (IDA-Credit 3422)

The IDA-financed Basic Education Expansion Project (BEEP) seeks applicants for the position of 
Procurement Officer who under the general direction of the Project Director, will have overall responsibility 
for the entire procurement management of the Project. In this respect, he will be responsible for: 
i)Planning functions
- Preparing and updating the Project procurement plan for each year of the Project and ensure its distribution 

to all sectors/units invoked in the Project implementation.
- Itemizing and listing all goods required for the Project; grouping goods in packages and determining the 

procurement method: ICB, NCB. IS, NS.
- Preparing and/or organizing and supervising the preparation of bidding documents and requests for 

proposals; and
- Working with relevant sectors in developing TORs for the selection of consulting firms.

ii)Procurement Process
- Preparing and ensuring the publication of Specific and General Procurement Notices for goods, and 

requests for expressions of interest for consulting services.
- Ensuring that documents have received appropriate approvals in accordance with the Development Credit 

Agreement (DCA).
- Systematically attending on behalf of the CAU all bids opening, evaluation, and contracts award sessions 

and preparing minutes of bid opening and evaluation reports, in accordance with IDA guidelines.
- Preparing contracts and ensuring they are timely approved, signed and notified, in accordance with the 

procedures described in the Procurement Manual.

iii) Contract Management
- Inspecting and receiving goods, to ensure compliance with specifications and quantities with the purchase 

orders/contracts.
- Arranging for safe custody and the proper delivery of goods to the Project institutions, if necessary, and 

installation in accordance with the contract and the target dates in the implementation schedule.

iv)Relevant Tasks
- Acting as a focal point for any dialogue on procurement management matters relating to the Project as may 

be required by the Project’s financiers.
- Systematically reporting and updating the Project’s Management on the status of procurement activities 

and issues, and follow-up with MOE and other related Ministries and Institutions on procurement and 
other Project’s issues as may be required by the Project’s Management.

- Contributing to quarterly FMRs.
- Ensuring that procurement procedures provided in the DCA are respected at all stages.

Qualifications:
- A minimum of a Bachelor’s degree in commerce, business administration, engineering, or equivalent 

qualification.
- At least 10 years experience in a procurement management position.
- Familiarity with the government and IDA’s procurement guidelines and procedures.
- Computer literacy and proficiency in both Arabic and English.

Applications along with a detailed resume and copies of supporting documents should 
be submitted to BEEP, Projects’ Sector Building 3- floor, Zubairi-Baghdad St., Sana’a 
not later than Monday, October 7,2002.
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Mass protest in UK against 
“bombers” Blair and Bush

LONDON, Sept 28 (Reuters) - 
Waving anti-war banners and chanti
ng slogans against “Bomber Bush and 
Bomber Blair”, tens of thousands of 
Britons flocked to a vast peace rally in 
London on Saturday to oppose a pos
sible military strike on Iraq.

Joint organisers Stop the War 
Coalition and the Muslim Association 
of Britain estimated more than 
350,000 people took part in the rally 
at Hyde Park and a preceding march 
from the River Thames near the 
British parliament.

Police put numbers lower, at 
150,000. But that would still make it 
probably the biggest peace rally in 
Britain since a huge anti-nuclear 
demonstration in 1981 drew a quarter 
of a million.

Myriad groups and personalities

backed the march — from “rebel” 
members of the ruling Labour Party 
and the mayor of London, to trade 
unions, religious leaders, artists, pop 
stars, rights activists and Gulf War 
veterans.

“Our message to the U.S. and 
British governments is that they 
would be very foolish to defy a coali
tion of this breadth and diversity. Just 
sticking a U.N. fig leaf on this does 
not make it any more humane,” Stop 
the War spokesman Mike Marqusee 
told Reuters as the march began soon 
after midday.

“It’s the biggest peace protest in 
Europe for years.”

Not surprisingly, protesters directed 
their wrath at U.S. President George 
W. Bush and British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, America’s closest ally in

the build-up of pressure on Iraq.
Washington and London are trying 

to get through the U.N. Security 
Council a tough resolution which 
would give Iraq one week to accept 
demands to disarm and 30 days to 
declare all its weapons of mass 
destruction programmes.

“Bomber Bush, Bomber Blair, we’ll 
resist you everywhere!" chanted stu
dents. Effigies parodied the pair as 
war-mongers. Protesters shouted 
“shame” as they passed Blair’s resi
dence.

“Hopefully our leaders will see the 
huge feeling against the war,” said 
Anne Gleeson, a school catering 
assistant marching with her husband 
and two children. All wore Palestinian 
scarves.

MUSLIMS JOIN MARCH

The demonstrators were rallying 
under two main slogans — “Don’t 
Attack Iraq” and “Freedom for 
Palestine”.

Ismail Adam Patel, head of the 
Muslim group Friends Of Al'Aqsa, 
said the two issues were inextricable. 
“Until we solve the Palestine issue, 
we are not going to get any peace in 
the Middle East. Why are we going 
after Iraq when Israel has far more 
weapons of mass destruction?” he 
told Reuters at the march.

Thousands of Muslims, from 
Britain’s 2.5 million-strong Islamic 
community, joined Saturday’s march. 
Many protesters, from all strata of 
society, brought children. Some 
Church of England ministers were 
also dotted among the demonstrators.

Thousands of protestors gather In London’s Hyde Park to demonstrate against a possible military strike on Iraq, September 28, 2002. Joint rally organisers Stop the War Coalition and the Muslim Association of Britain estimat
ed at least 100,000 participated in the march through London on Saturday In opposition to military action against Saddam Hussein's regime. REUTERS

Greek 
truckers 
call off 

strike at 
eleventh 

hour
ATHENS, Sept 28 (Reuters) - 

Greek truckers postponed strike 
plans on Saturday, hours before a 
planned industrial action would 
have put the brakes on thousands 
of transport trucks across the coun
try, a union official said.

Truckers had threatened to strike 
indefinitely from September 29 in 
an industrial action that would 
have hit deliveries to airports, train 
stations and ports throughout 
Greece.

The proposed action by more 
than 52,000 drivers was called last 
week by the Greek Federation of 
International Road Transports in 
protest over what union officials 
claimed were unfulfilled govern
ment promises of rate hikes and tax 
relief.

“We have postponed the strike,” 
union official Panayiotis Nikolaras 
told Reuters. “It was called off 
because the tax issue has now been 
taken care of, while the govern
ment also said it would discuss the 
modernisation issue.”

Rome protesters blow 
against the winds of war

ROME, Sept 28 (Reuters) - 
Thousands of flag-waving, whistle
blowing demonstrators took to the 
streets of Rome on Saturday calling for 
peace with Iraq.

Accusing U.S. President George W. 
Bush of war-mongering, the crowd 
snaked its way through the heart of 
ancient Rome before holding a rally in 
a city-centre square.

The hard left Communist 
Refoundation party, which organised 
the event, said more than 100,000 peo
ple joined the march.

Police did not immediately give any 
estimates, but reporters said the number 
of protesters was nearer 50,000.

“Bush is isolated, but sadly that iso
lation might lead to a war,” said 
Refoundation leader Fausto Bertinotti. 
“War would push the world into tur
moil,” he added.

A truck blasting out rock music and 
peace songs led the procession in bright 
autumn sunshine as protesters, many 
carrying red flags, chanted anti-war slo
gans.

“An eye for an eye will leave the

world blind,” sang one group of 
activists. “No Sir - I won’t give you my 
son!” read the slogan on one woman’s 
T-shirt.

Italian Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi said last week Rome had a 
duty to support U.S. diplomatic and 
military efforts to disarm Iraq, and 
compared Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein to Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler.

However, latest opinion polls suggest 
that almost 70 percent of Italians are 
against the idea of going to war with 
Iraq.

Washington and London are trying to 
get the U.N. Security Council to adopt 
a tough resolution which would give 
Iraq less than six weeks to disclose any 
weapons of mass destruction, with the 
threat of military action lurking if 
Baghdad refuses.

Italian left parties supporters show a banner reading “Not to the war” during a peace rally in Rome’s central Via dei 
Fori street on September 28, 2002, to oppose a military strike on Iraq. REUTERS

Russia wants 
inspectors 

back quickly 
in Iraq-Ivanov

MOSCOW, Sept 28 (Reuters) - 
Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov 
said on Saturday, after consultations 
with a U.S. envoy, that Moscow still 
stood for the fastest possible return to 
Iraq of U.N. arms inspectors, Interfax 
news agency reported.

“Russia still favours the quickest 
possible return of U.N. inspectors to 
Iraq,” Ivanov was quoted as saying. 
There was no mention of Russian 
support for a strongly-worded U.S.- 
drafted resolution warning Iraq of 
consequences if it did not quickly 
adhere to Security Council demands.

Marc Grossman, U.S. undersecre
tary of state, had been trying to per
suade Russian officials to back a new 
tough U.N. Security Council resolu
tion setting deadlines for Iraq to 
admit it holds what Washington calls 
arms of mass destruction.

NATO 
moved ships 
in attack fear

-Hamburg 
official

BERLIN, Sept 28 (Reuters) - Seven 
NATO minesweepers in the northern 
German port of Hamburg were moved 
after British security services 
expressed concern over a possible 
attack, a member of Hamburg city’s 
government told NDR radio on 
Saturday.

“In the current situation, the English 
security services believe that English 
ships face risks when in harbour - from 
the water,” Walter Wellinghausen, a 
junior interior minister for the city, 
was quoted as saying in an interview 
transcript.

“We therefore decided...today at 
1100 (0900 GMT) to move the ships to 
another part of the harbour where their 
safety can be guaranteed,” he added.

In London, a Defence Ministry 
spokesman told Reuters: “There has 
been movement of ships from 
Hamburg, but it is all to do with 
changing security posture, which does 
happen from time to time.” He 
declined further comment.

Several of the hijackers involved in 
last year’s September 11 attacks 
against the United States lived for a 
time in Hamburg.

The United States blames Osama 
bin Laden’s al Qaeda organisation for 
those attacks and for an earlier deadly 
assault against the U.S. warship Cole 
in Yemen’s Aden port.

Police recently raided a mosque and 
an Islamic bookstore in Hamburg as 
part of their investigations into al 
Qaeda activities in Germany.

Vacancy
A Service Company in the oil sector 
requires a suitable candidate for the 
position of trainee Engineer.
Interested candidates should possess a 

bachelors degree in Engineering, 
Geology or any of the applied Sciences.

Please fax your CVs TO 441479, We 
will contact only the short-listed can
didates for interview
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Expatriates’ bank versus financial challenges
Yemen Times Staff

I
n connection with a project for 
the establishing a bank for the 
expatriates, figures mentioned 
that the Yemeni Banking 
_ System consisted of 17 banks 

distributed over two categories, name
ly, the central bank, having 19 branch
es in the governorates and the second 
is that of various specialties commer
cial banks.

The project indicates that capital of 
the central bank reaches to YR 1000 
million and it is the only authorized 
party to overseeing and monitoring 
banks whether commercial, special
ized or Islamic. The structural position 
of Yemeni banks did not up to now

help to establish a stock exchange mar
ket and it is facing a test for supporting 
or financing the establishment of an 
expatriates bank.

From the project of establishing 
expatriates bank and proposals offered 
in this regard to the expatriates 2nd 
conference in Sana’a, it is understood 
that there are big challenges before the 
project though the conference has sup
ported the idea of its establishment. 
The challenges can be summed up as : 
a) Founding the bank with a capital 

estimated at USD 50 or 75 million, 
equal to YR 2 billion requires 
amounts of money contributed by a 
strategic investor by 50%, the expa
triates and general subscription by 
30% and the state by 20%.

b)All submitted options are searching 
for a strategic investor whose contri
bution would not be less than 40%, 
which is an amount if available, the 
bank founding would be certain, 
otherwise the bank could never be 
established at all.
Through the project it is to be learnt 

that the there a existing need for 
preparing the study on the economic 
feasibility on the necessity of founding 
an expatriates bank though the objec
tives aimed at from the project as men
tioned in it are good. These objectives 
are:
a) to build up expatriate capitals, 

mobilize expatriates savings and 
accommodate their investments in 
any fields such as, a founding

industrial, professional, agricultur
al, mining, fish, animal and other 
companies,

b) founding insurance companies,
c) investive funding for contracts 

works,
d) buying, owning and leasing pieces 

of land,
e) possessing all types of patent let

ters,
f) presenting and regulating contribu

tion to long-term loans.
g) practicing all kinds of banking and 

credit functions whether for the 
bank inside Yemen or abroad. 
Included in this are accepting 
deposits, granting loans and facili
ties, buying and selling foreign 
currencies, collection cheques, 
issuing, buying and discountings 
as well as conducting banking and

ordinary dealings correspondents.
Functions of the bank, according to 

the project, also include concluding 
loans with the government, banks, 
local and foreign bodies and carrying 
out actions of an agent to banking and 
financial institutions.

The bank is also allowed to have n 
interest in realizing its purposes inside 
Yemen and practicing all activities and 
functions of funding, investment and 
buying and selling of state bonds and 
government money orders.

To sum it up, all these goals, if the 
bank was established and began carry
ing out its activities, would constitute 
firm foundations for attracting Yemeni 
capitals abroad and investment opera
tion would be activated in the available 
opportunities, especially in the Free 
Zone in Aden.A scene from the attendees

From (R) (L), the Minister of Expatriates, the PM, Vice President, and 
Chairman of the Shura Council

Arab arbitration recommends 
encountering challenges of globalization

Yemen Times Staff

A
rab Federation of 
International Arbitration 
4th Conference held in 
Sana’a on September 
14-15 came up with 

results emphasized the significance to 
explore a reference for the Arab arbi
tration under the challenges of global
ization stage. It had also tackled the 
new challenges regarding means of set
tling investment disputes, electronic 
trade and administrating contracts and 
arbitration within the framework of the 
WTO.

The 150 Arab men-of-law conferees 
have over two days discussed more 
than 23 researches centered around dis
cussing issues of disagreements of spe
cial characteristic, arbitration by using 
electronic ways, contracts of construc
tions, and engineering contracts.

The international agreement was 
reviewed as reference of rules for 
deciding disputes and the role of judi
ciary in implementing regulations of 
arbitration.

Working papers were centered on 
more important elements of the WTO’s 
agreements, including TREPSS agree
ment, which a system for settling dis
putes enhancing the idea of commit
ment to a unified world system under 
sovereignty of a unified law.

Working papers also agreed on the 
important role of arbitration in resolv
ing disputes pertaining to those of 
intellectual property in accordance 
with Paris Agreement on protection of 
industrial property for 1883 and Berne 
Agreement on literary and art works 
for 1886 and the agreement on aspects 
related to the intellectual property 
rights (TREPSS), 1994.

Participants in the conference were 
unanimous on finding parallel Arab 
legislation so that to define features 
concerning legal protection of the Arab 
intellectual property and preventing the 
misuse of privileges granted by the 
TREPSS agreement to Arab and devel
oping countries.

Mr Ismael Ahmed al-Wazeer, the 
Chairman of Board of Directors of 

Arbitration & Documentation Yemeni 
Center, that hosted the conference, has 
made it in his working paper the inter
national agreements as a source for set
tling disputes, implementation of arbi
tration terms and role of judiciary in 
this respect. The paper made it clear 
that with the rapid spread of the eco
nomic globalization and in the context 
of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT), the agreement 
related to aspects of trade as part of the 
rights of intellectual property 
(TREPSS) as one of the results of the 
Uruguay Round in 1993.

Discussions also concentrated on 
significance of monitoring applications 
of legislation and Arab systems related 
to the intellectual property at the 
national level.

The conferees were unanimous on 
the necessity of distinction between 
international disagreements in elec
tronic trade and regional and local dis
putes and also the differentiation 
between the scope of arbitration, 
whether an international or local.

Among the more important advan
tages agreed on in deeming arbitration 
as a means of settling disputes are:.

- Arbitration ruling cannot be 
appealed at the presentation level, 
though the challenge is permissible.

- Arbitration ensures independence 
in selecting the decision-makers and 
also guarantees impartiality.

- Arbitration is characterized by

simplicity of procedures and its secre
cy in preserving peculiarity of the 
intellectual property rights.

When reviewing the issue of distin
guishing between trade arbitration and 
that of sovereignty, there was an indi
cation to the resort by Yemen and 
Eritrea concerning sovereignty over 
the islands, sea borders and traditional 
fishery to the International Arbitration 
Court.

Participants had also discussed the 
role of the Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry to enhance and develop Arab 
rules of arbitration and agreements as a 
source for terms of arbitration and 
extent of convenience of implementing 
foreign agreements in the Arab coun
tries.

The conferees had reached a conclu
sion on the necessity of holding train
ing courses for members of arbitration 
centres in the Arab countries to provide 
them with experience in arbitration 
procedures field. Participants also had 
emphasized that trends of globalization 
dictate the necessity of resolving dis
putes with speedy and effective meth
ods that are suitable for trade activity 
and the creation of equitable competi
tive atmospheres in Arab relations with 
members of world trade.

Several countries participated in the 
conference including, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, UAE, Oman, Iraq, Sudan, 
Jordan, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, 
Tunisia, and Morocco.

Sana’a Conference 
joins forces for 
Arab Industries 

development
Reported by Mahyoub al-Kamali 
Yemen Times Staff

T
he Regional Conference 
on Arab Industries
Development (RCA1D) 
has united Arabs efforts 
in two orientations; (1), 

the development of national industries 
and self-reliance and (2), facing for
eign attempts for dumping Arab mar
kets with foreign products and con
sumer protection.

The conference, held in Sana’a on 
15-18 September 2002, had constitut
ed an important axis for discussing 
specifications and standardizations on 
which Arab national industries are 
based in order to compete with com
modities imported from outside the 
Arab region. The Yemeni party, repre
sented by the Center of Market Studies 
and Researches, that sponsored the 
conference, was able to get acquainted 
with Arab countries experiments to 
benefit from them in tackling hin
drances facing Yemeni industries and 
to embark on increasing Yemen’s 
exports to Arab markets.

Working papers of the RCAID had 
confirmed the importance of habilitat
ing the Arab industries and engaging 
civil society organizations in protect
ing Arab consumer against harms of 
the excessive inflow of foreign indus
tries products into Arab markets.

Visions of participants in the 
RCAID were with one accord regard
ing continuation in coordination of 
efforts among all Arab countries for 
building Pan-Arab industry creating 
inter-Arab trade and establishing Arab 
Free Zone.

The conferees were also unanimous 
about the exchange of information, 
experiences and experiments for fac
ing challenges of world industry in the

Arab world and for protecting the con
sumer. The conference had also 
focused on studying the Arab indus
tries current situation by reviewing 
experiments of 15 Arab countries, cir
cumstances emerging from fears of 
negative impact for liberalization of 
world trade.

Moreover, opinions were unani
mous on the significance of offering 
facilities to industrialists in ports and 
transport as well as providing metal 
raw materials and working for casing 
customs and taxes restraints imposed 
on local goods.

The conferees have also discussed 
the negative reflections and opportuni
ties provided by agreements of the 
World Trade Organization for devel
opment and protection of less devel
oped nations industries. In the very 
same direction , the working papers 
have confirmed that there are incon
veniences that must be avoided and 
should not be repeated especially as 
the Arab countries, members of the 
World Trade Organization, have 
become a market for only industrial
ized countries.

The conference has also drawn the 
attention to the necessity of differenti
ation between freedom of trade and 
free trade and also preparation of stud
ies on world markets and opportunities 
available for exporting to them.

It is therefore the conference is con
sidered an Arab regional economic 
demonstration aimed at uniting Arab 
energies, enhancing exchange of 
expertise in a bid to develop and 
upgrade Arab industries and to devel
oping trade exchange among the Arab 
countries. Arabs are in further need to 
unify their investments in industry and 
draw their assets abroad to be operated 
in this field and face the challenges of 
globalization.

The Road 
flhead

September 
and the way 

forward
By Raidan A. Al-Saqqaf 
r_saqqaf@hotmail.com

S
ince the revolutions 
of September and 
October, Yemeni 
people were left with 
nothing else but poor 

conditions and questions; What 
is the state of the nation in the 
matter of security and defense, 
the economic condition, the 
industrialization, the finances, 
the banking system or the 
exports?

Besides the progressive efforts 
made to create a strong and 
diversified economy stressing 
on extensive investments, liber
alization, privatization, and 
increased international trade as 
an attempt to achieve economic 
modernization. Yemen today is 
still a slow developing nation, 
but as a matter of fact, Yemen is 
a very promising country with a 
bright future because of the 
many natural resources it has. 
We are gifted with oil, minerals 
and many other natural 
resources, some of that are 
nowhere else found in the world; 
like the unique plants found in 
Socatra Island.

On the other hand, in spite of 
the many improvements and 
advances that took place since 
the revolutions, we need more. 
For example more and quality 
educational facilities are 
required urgently. According to 
the National Center for 
Information, out of the 
18.300.000* population of 
Yemen, 47%* lie in the age 
group from 0-14 years. That is 
more than 8.000.000 Yemenies. 
Now, do we have enough 
schools and educational insti
tutes for even half of those? 
Then how do we expect people 
to live comfortably? How are 
they going to get jobs in the 
future if they can’t get education 
now? Especially with a popula
tion growth rate of 3.5%*.

Our country needs the kind of 
people who are proud of their 
heritage and have a strong sense 
of belonging. These people are 
the generations of the future who 
our country needs in order to 
prosper. But first, we need to 
prepare these future generations 
for a different tomorrow; we 
need to grow the love of the 
country in them and habituate 
them to face this changing 
world. This is the responsibility 
of the education system to 
ensure that future generations 
receive quality education that 
can enable them to at least match 
their pears in the rest of the 
world. Sadly it is clear that this 
is not possible, too many of 
them too little of facilities.

I am sure that there are many 
efforts in order to contain this 
problem. Particularly during the 
last decade, and from my part I 
would like to encourage such 
improvements and efforts made 
by every single person in order 
to make this country one step 
ahead in the right direction.

Endnote: Another 26th 
September passes by us and I 
ask about the way forward. I 
have a feeling we are moving in. 
the right direction but we are too 
slow, serious efforts has to be 
made in order to speed up the 
pace.

* :Source: National 
Information Center - 2000
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Words of Wisdom

Many countries in the West ar touting Yemen as a 
model for the region, in terms of political change. 
If this model is to succeed, then the economic 
performance of yemen must also succeed. 
Otherwise, the whole experiment may go down th 
drain. That is why, I believe, the Western nations 
which value Yemen's political transformation, 
should come to the support of the development 
process of the country.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqqf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR 
OPINION

Suicidal war 
against Iraq?

T here is no doubt that the war against Iraq has 
become eminent. You may have heard the 
news of the seven-day ultimatum to be 
included in the new resolution, which is 
expected to be out within days. The US, UK-

led resolution will give a week for Iraq to agree on the 
new resolution, which has already been rejected before it 
was out, unless Iraq steps down once again.

Hence, as the US is preparing for the war one needs to 
ask, “how on earth will the US handle the possible nega
tive consequences on its own economy if things get out of 
hand?”

Everyone knows that the US economy is dependent on 
the oil basins in the Arabian Peninsula and that a war at 
this time against an Islamic country would probably trig
ger massive outrage and anger among the public in those 
countries. It may be a repeat of the demonstrations that 
took place following the Jenin massacre and which faded 
away days later. But who guarantees that it would be in 
such a fashion? Who guarantees that hell would not break 
loose causing destruction or threats to US interests in the 
region?

Many Americans have started discussing the possible 
consequences of attacking Iraq, not on the Arab world or 
any other country only, but on the American interests as 
well. The fear of having devastating impact on the econ
omy of the US is already evident in many statements of 
democrat senators in the US congress.

There is no doubt that the consequences will be hard 
and direct in the countries of the Arabian Peninsula. But 
how can such a war affect the US, which is far away in 
geographical terms?

Some American analysts believe that the US adminis
tration is not weighing things right. If attacking a few 
thousand lightly armed groups in Afghanistan needed 
such heavy bombings using the most sophisticated 
weapons with supporting allies on the ground, yet with
out eventually capturing Osama bin Laden or Mulla 
Omar, then how on earth will the US forces remove 
Saddam Hussein from power without an expensive price 
to pay?

Again, how committed is the US to rebuilding a tar
nished Iraq if it will be able to remove its leader from 
power without heavy casualties? What will the implica
tions of having a pro-US regime neighboring one of the 
elements of the ‘axis of evil’ without any possible escala
tion in the future?

These are legitimate questions that Americans as well 
as the Arab world should be asking. Launching a war is 
not an easy task, and winning it is even more difficult. 
Assuming that Iraq had chemical and biological weapons, 
does the US administration have a plan to avoid the pos
sible use of those weapons against anyone, including the 
American troops? Is launching the war a risk worth tak
ing even though it will cost billions of US dollars?

It is up to the American people and administration to go 
for the war, but this is a dangerous game being played, 
and who knows? Maybe this would be a direct hit at 
American interests leading to a gradual suicidal attempt 
that could start with the economy and end with the fall of 
the super power of the world.

Some American readers may respond by saying, “this 
is mere nonsense!”

Are they right?
Only time will tell! The Editor
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Corruption: plague 
or a human habit

By Mohammed Ahmed 
Nasser

F
rom time to time news 
reports come up with sto
ries from third world coun
tries and even from 
advanced nations on offi

cials holding public jobs or senior 
posts at private companies being dis
missed from their posts and deprived 
of some of their rights to be turned 
over to the law enforcement depart
ments in their own respective countries 
to face legal action and subsequently 
be punished. This takes place in coun
tries where respect and implementa

tion of the law is above everybody.
Some analysts attribute this phe

nomenon to human weakness whilst 
others ascribe it to certain countries 
living standards where the individual’s 
earning does not match his essential 
needs, thus the flaw appears, which 
drives the human-being to accept or 
collect what is termed as grace money 
or “Ikramiah” or in plain words a bribe 
for performing a task for someone 
which is part of his paid up duty by his 
employer.

Many ranks of our society intellec
tuals have spelled out their opinions in 
writing articles in our local newspa
pers each expressing his viewpoints on 
how to tackle this habit which perme
ated spheres of our daily life and sug
gesting ways to eliminating it.

Our Islamic religion forbids taking 
any under the counter money for any 
reason whatsoever to the extent that 
both participants would face punish
ment on the doomsday. A foreign 
investor once alluded to the fact that a 
country progress is measured by its 
being free form this plague.

To weed-out this malady from the 
society, tougher measures and 
accountability are required to attract 
foreign investors as well as Arab 
investors to revive the economy fur
ther for the country’s sake and the cre
ation of more job opportunities for our 
youth generation.

In summation corruption is a combi
nation of human habit that turns to a 
plague if it is allowed to continue 
unchecked.

On my own initiative
We and our inglorious destiny
By Mohammed .N. al-Hakimi 
Julaibeeb@hotmail.com

T
urning long since you’re 
been cast into the vortex 
of a damnable yielding up 
and a callous eventuality, 
you develop even more a 

worst terrible headache as you attempt 
to make what they are boasting of! I 
wonder how they can lead a life of 
ease and harmony in a time they are 
being confronted with such inglorious 
destiny and deeply felt humiliation. 
Why should they always exalt the has-

beens and turn down the aspirations of 
the laity.

I believe we never more need to 
show nerve in our words or have moist 
cheeks. We need but to take feasible 
and serious measures to create a pow
erful generation, destined for a com
mon goal- an enlightened and cosmo
politan one that is preoccupied with 
his Islamic and Arab issues, but not 
with bowing low to lower leaders and 
kissing up to invaders, such a genera
tion can surly step the struggle for a 
better life up.

As a matter of fact, what is present

ly being looked up to as a glory is but 
a mere force unless it ever clings to its 
greatness and keeps glorious. 
Glorious? Well, I never!

In fact, we are buying time while 
scandals and disgrace are gnawing 
into hearts, resulted in whines and 
whimpers that can soothe savage 
beasts, and prick consciences of those 
who have got minds. Should those 
puppet governments continue to be 
negligent? And will our leaders take 
stock and it over?

Pray send us a feedback on those 
issues at soonest.

Asking good questions
By Gary Vey 
garyvey@earthlink.net

A
very wise man once said 
that the search for truth 
is more about asking 
good questions than in 
giving good answers. I 

think we can learn much from this 
approach when looking at America’s 
reactions to 9-11 and the mid-East 
crises. After reading the violent reac
tions to a recent Yemen Times article, 
it became clear to me that many 
Americans are not asking “good ques
tions.”

For example, a recent interview 
with the parents of the so-called 
“American Taliban” John Lindh began 
as follows:

“How do you explain why an

extremely intelligent and gentle young 
man, searching for his faith and God, 
ended up as a Muslim?” The question 
obviously infers that Lindh’s selection 
of Islam as a means of spiritual 
enlightenment is contrary to being 
intelligent and gentle. This type of bad 
question will almost never result in 
truth.

America has also failed to ask 
“good questions” about its foreign 
policies in the mid-East. Instead of 
asking “Why do so many Arab people 
hate America?” we might want to ask 
“What have we done to Arab people to 
foster such bad feelings against us?” 
or, better yet, “How can we change 
our policies to become partners with 
Arab people?”

American news is awash with paid 
interviews with retired military offi

cers and self-appointed terrorism 
experts, each with something personal 
to gain from the impending war in 
Iraq. Each appearance on CNN or sim
ilar news shows nets them several 
hundred dollars, or the chance to pro
mote a book. Their personal gain from 
military action influences the public 
opinion through asking questions 
which are designed to avoid truth. A 
popular example are questions such 
as, “Do you think Saddam will use 
nuclear weapons in the war?” and 
“Who poses the greatest threat to 
America: Osama bin Laden or 
Saddam Hussein?”

I am reminded of a man who is 
asked to reply either “yes” or “no” to 
the question: “Do you still beat your 
wife?” A bad question is born of igno
rance and is destined for ignorance.

First, govern your coun
try right

May I suggest you take a 
long and thorough tour of 
your own country, if you 
come back alive, I would be 
amazed.

The reason you do not 
have a good quality of life in 
Yemen is not the fault of the 
USA.

You live in a backward 
and uncivilized country, and 
your people appear to be 
incapable of even governing 
the small piece of land you 
inhabit. Do not encourage 
the spread of your unlawful
ness outside of your borders 
by editorials critical of a 
successful and prosperous 
nation. If you do, you will 
only reveal yourself to be a 
bad journalist and a bad 
example to your country
men. Please learn how to 
govern your small country 
before giving advice to oth
ers.

Larry Welsh 
mrwelsh@direetvinter- 

net.com

Not all Americans are 
behind their government

As a 26 year old 
Californian American citi
zen I applaud you for your 
criticism of American for
eign policy, particularly 
with regard to the Middle 
East region.

While it is true that our

country touts the ideals of 
freedom and democracy, 
many of us recognize that 
our government does NOT 
represent these ideals. In 
fact, many American’s, like 
myself, protest the Iraqi war, 
and foreign intervention and 
nation building in general. 
Many of us know that rec
ognizing the sovereignty of 
Middle Eastern nations is a 
critical component to the 
peace process.

What is often misinter
preted about America is that 
we stand wholly behind our 
government. While Gallup 
polls may suggest strong 
support for the current 
administration, few 
Americans would argue that 
we have any real representa
tion in government.

Totalitarian regimes rule 
through the threat of force, 
democracies rule through 
creating public apathy. This 
is evidenced by the fact that 
few American’s even knew 
who Osama bin Laden was 
until after Sept. 11th 2001, 
despite his earlier terrorist 
actions or his declaration of 
war on the U.S.

Like any nation, we are 
subject to tremendous prop
aganda from our govern
ment. The U.S. government 
suggests that Iraq presents a 
real threat with its weapons 
of mass destruction. A few 
American’s like myself, are

more inclined to believe it’s 
still about the oil, and creat
ing a strategic foothold in 
the Middle East.

Sadly, we do not belong 
in the Middle East, with or 
without UN resolutions. 
Iraqis and Americans are 
both falling victim to the 
political ambition of the 
Bush administration.

Thank you for providing a 
great insight into Yemeni 
life, and I applaud you for 
including English transla
tions. In a small way you 
are doing your part for the 
“globalization” of informa
tion. That will ultimately 
undermine the validity of 
government propaganda.

Nathan Ricks 
rascilon@attbi.com

Thanks for raiding al- 
Qaeda suspects

As a Christian American, 
I want to thank those brave 
souls who took part in the 
raid on al Qaeda activists in 
Yemen. It is bravery of the 
highest order to risk your 
lives.

Thankfully, we are all in 
favor of jailing killers of 
innocents.

In the holy land we have a 
difficult situation. I firmly 
believe the mechanism of 
change was in effect, but 
people who are impatient 
felt murder would help. 
They were wrong. The prob

lems in the holy land will 
only get worse under a situ
ation where the citizens of 
the US distrust Islamists. 
Division only accentuates 
the differences. What has 
such violence accomplished 
in the past? Can you look 
and find good things accom
plished by terrorism in the 
past?

Getting the American 
people on your side is done 
by appealing to their good 
sides, not in the murder of 
innocents. We are a good 
and honest people. You can
not defeat the USA in war, 
so learn from the Japanese 
and compete, not fight. 
Capitalism works in any 
religious climate. What 
could be more different than 
the US and Japan?

Jim Gammon
USA

Many Christians also 
dislike US policy

I want to say that even 
though I have been reading 
a lot about Muslims and 
Arabs disliking US policies, 
I want to point out to the fact 
that there are Christians as 
well and from different 
countries around the world, 
who dislike US policies.

Any person, who follows 
political news should 
already be familiar with and 
has a great understanding 
about the US policies.

Believe me, there are mil
lions of people around the 
world that understand the 
US policies. The sad part is 
that American citizens 
aren’t even aware of what 
their country does.

Larry LP.
lazerlarry@sympatico.ca

9/11 cannot be justified
As an American and a 

Muslim but not Arab, I do 
agree that America shows 
almost completely biased 
towards Israel, and this is 
wrong. However, most of 
the Arabs I know seem to 
think that this policy is 
directly responsible for the 
attacks on 9/11. Nothing 
could be further from the 
truth.

You may try to use that as 
an excuse, but when Israel 
fire’s a rocket into an apart
ment building in Gaza, try

ing to kill one Hamas leader, 
but knowing they will kill 
innocent civilians, like 
babies, isn’t that terrorism? 
Yes it is.

When Hamas members 
blow themselves up and kill 
innocent Israeli civilians, 
like babies, isn’t that terror
ism? Yes it is.

All these acts are acts of 
terrorism. The key word 
here is innocent civilians. 
You see, there is no justifi
cation in killing any inno
cent people anywhere at any 
time. This applies to our 
government too.

To imply that 9/11 hap
pened because of U.S. poli
cies and justify the act, is 
like saying Israel should be 
able to attack innocent 
Palestinians because last 
month the Palestinians did it 
to them. It’s all wrong.

Steve Stephenson 
timefor5@hotmail.com

COMMON 
SENSE

Hassan Al-Haifi

Hooray for 
our youth

A
midst all the disappointments and 
despair that has dominated the atmos
phere for many years, and notwithstand
ing all the frustrations we have been used 
to encountering day by day, we come 

upon a ray of hope has truly shone in the skies. The youth 
of our beloved land have once again shown us that Yemen 
will always be the shining mirror of Arab pride and true 
self-confidence. Our teen soccer team has once again 
made it known to the world that Yemen is a storehouse of 
latent talent and potential vigor that will undoubtedly raise 
the country on the pedestal of achievement and success, if 
only talent and achievement is given its right dues.

The success of our selected young national soccer team 
of being the only Arab team to make it to the youngsters’ 
World Cup Soccer Playoffs (the first time for Yemen) 
attests to the wherewithal that can be exploited with little 
means to release a vibrant energy, even with the competi
tors enjoying greater means and resources to meet the chal
lenges of raising great soccer teams. Yes Yemeni youth 
have clearly pointed out that “we can make it”, given the 
right guidance and leadership and encouragement.

Undoubtedly, the credit for all this surprising success in 
the sports arena must go to the astute training and determi
nation of the Coach of the young leaguers, the trusted 
Coach Amin Al-Suneiny, who literally brought out a team 
of great reckoning out of the empty blues, which we live 
in.

Surely, we should all find great remorse in realizing that 
all challenges can be overcome, if the right doses of deter
mination and acumen are combined together, without wait
ing for the government to come in and start directing the 
resources of the nation towards overcoming the challenges 
we face to bringing the country out of its pitiful economic 
and social demise. If our youth have shown us that they 
can take on the world in soccer, than surely it is possible to 
start making our marks in the other fields that count in 
bringing prosperity to our people, if only the government 
can realize that the Yemeni people are capable of success 
and achievement if they are freed from the boggling regu
lations and tight bureaucracies that have been a source of 
frustration and literally stamped down any efforts towards 
the realization of economic and social progress.

Using his well engrained talent and stamina, Amin Al- 
Suneiny has directed the best youthful talent in soccer to 
take a place for Yemen in the international soccer arena, 
though the real test is still to come as our team now faces 
greater challenges with more established soccer leagues 
having longer experience and of course greater resources. 
However, we are assured that our team will do its utmost 
to prove to the world that Yemen is a country that is push
ing to make its marks in every field and not just football. 
Therefore our leaders should take note that it is time to 
open up the field for the Yemeni people to release their 
energies and capabilities towards the realization of their 
goals and aspirations in every field. We know how much 
there is potential there is in the land of Sheba. We also 
know that the people of the land of Sheba wish to bring 
Yemen forward in all fields, if only their government 
would give them the chance, by providing them with 
access to equal opportunities and services that generate 
intellect and output.

After forty years since the September Revolution of 
1962, we realize that there is still a long way to go before 
we have successfully achieved the goals and aspirations 
for which so many Yemenis gave their lives. However, the 
success of our youth in the international football arena is 
an indication that the future may not be all that bleak. A 
strong dose of determination can manage to overcome all 
the political and bureaucratic hurdles that stand in the way.

Our congratulations go to the young national soccer 
team for Second Place in the Asian Cup (although they 
were not far from taking First Place as their adversaries 
won only on the Penalty Shots). Our best wishes also go 
to the Yemeni people for this 40th Anniversary celebration 
of the September Revolution. We will be watching the 
team in the World Cup playoffs with great interest and we 
will be cheering them all the way.

mailto:yementimes@yemen.net.ye
mailto:yementimes@y.net.ye
mailto:yementimes@yementimes.com
http://www.yementimes.com
hotmail.com
mailto:garyvey@earthlink.net
net.com
mailto:lazerlarry@sympatico.ca


Op-Ed 30 September 2002 13
A humanitarian perspective on 
the autumn of our discontent

Hassan bin Talal
For the Jordan Times

I
t has been a painful year for 
humanity. The attacks of Sept. 
11, 2001, were one of the great
est manifestations of the indig- 
nities that man is capable of 

heaping upon fellow man. But as we 
look back upon that tragic day and 
engage ourselves - and one another - 
in reflection and contemplation, more 
sober thought should be dedicated to 
the yet unseen consequences of those 
events. We are moving towards con
frontation and aggression, uncertainly 
if not all of us hesitatingly. Yet we sure
ly owe it to the innocent thousands who 
died on that day - and all those who 
have died since - as well as to future 
generations - to take a step back from 
that awful brink.

As a Muslim I am deeply offended 
and embarrassed that the perpetrators 
of this massacre had the audacity to 
describe themselves as Muslims and 
claimed to have acted in the name of 
Islam. What a gross indignity to the 
almost two billion Muslims that inhab
it our planet.

Long before these terrorists hijacked 
the planes that crashed into New York 
and Washington DC, I believed that we 
needed an enlightened centrist platform 
based on inclusion where men and 
women of goodwill shared in their 
common humanity.

Since last Sept. 11, the human fami
ly has endured many indignities: sui
cide bombings in Israel; the systematic 
slaughter of men, women and children 
in the Indian city of Gujarat; nuclear 
brinkmanship in a region that ought to 
be concentrating its energies on educa
tion, poverty alleviation and develop
ment; violent vigilantism that has lead 
to racist murders of innocent people on 
the streets of America; and the murder 
of civilians in the Palestinian territo
ries.

The new millennium echoes with the 
familiar cries of hatred, anger and vio
lence. My greatest fear is that if we 
continue to depend on the rule of force,

on power, as a deterrent, we will even
tually be unable to disable violence. We 
must become more sensitised to the 
concept of consequences: The conse
quences of poverty, illiteracy, oppres
sion, lack of opportunity, despair and 
anger, which can all lead to the con
templation of violence. To my mind, as 
a citizen of the world, intolerance, prej
udice and bigotry can also be seen as 
forms of illiteracy and ignorance, erod
ing social values, eating away at our 
humanity and stamping on our sense of 
ethical obligations and duties - to one 
another and to the world as a whole.

If the world cannot grow beyond the 
new “tribalism” of “regionality” or uni
lateralism that has developed apace 
over the last year, we are going to face 
a very uncertain future. However, if we 
can search for commonality through a 
dialogue of universal values, and estab
lish a code of ethical conduct, we could 
perhaps achieve the security that safe
guards human dignity and enables the 
fulfillment of human needs through 
solidarity, ridding society of its erro
neous need for individuals who seek to 
terrorise us.

This one act of terrorism must not 
allow us to degenerate into automatons 
under crude banners of patriotism or 
religion. Ambassador Robert D. Crane 
argues that: “The greatest challenge 
lies not in enforcing stability through 
military might, which can never suc
ceed in the long run, but in building 
security through foreign policies that 
address the political roots of terror
ism”.

The Islamic ethical ideal is based on 
the premise that all of creation is some
how organically and spiritually inter
connected. In the Islamic concept of 
tawhid, or essential unity of creation, 
this is acknowledged as a fundamental 
tenet of faith. If you were to go up into 
space and look down upon a Muslim 
world where everyone is prostrating 
five times daily towards one focus 
point, you will notice concentric circles 
that symbolise this essential unity, this 
interconnectedness, this irresistible 
inter-existence of humanity. This is my 

Islam. This is pluralism and respect for 
diversity.

As moderator of the World 
Conference on Religions and Peace 
and president of the Club of Rome, I 
represent idealists with a holistic 
approach. We share “a common con
cern for the future of humanity”, acting 
as ex-officio catalysts of change. This 
global perspective is essential to wise 
leadership given the intense interde
pendence between nations in this new 
age. Given the ultra-sophistication of 
weapons of mass destruction (WMD), 
this is no time for provincial ideologies 
that cannot grasp the complexities and 
nuances of contemporary mores and 
challenges - the political, social, eco
nomic, technological, environmental, 
psychological and cultural problems of 
the “world problematique”. It is crucial 
for us to maintain an educated, multi
disciplinary and long-term perspective 
on policy choices that determine our 
destiny, limiting evils like poverty and 
prejudice through expanding the 
boundaries of knowledge. The world 
cannot afford anything that falls short 
of that mark.

What we need is to bring certain 
unacceptables to an end - war, terror, 
violence and disregard for the inherent 
dignity of humanity.

We must therefore learn to work 
together globally, recognising our com
mon ground. This means respecting the 
sanctity of life that is inherent to all 
faiths. People of all faiths and none 
must recognise a sense of our shared 
history on this one fragile planet that 
we inhabit together. That should moti
vate us to move towards a new human 
agenda for a better world of compas
sion, reconciliation and understanding. 
At the very least, we have to evolve a 
civilised framework for disagreement; 
at best, we must aim to attain a com
mon perspective for global initiatives 
and global response to times of crisis.

It is my personal hope, obviously 
shared by millions, that never again 
will we see something as tragic as the 
billowing smoke that enveloped the 
collapse of the Twin Towers and all 

who were in them last Sept. 11. We are 
going to be seeing reruns of that surre
al sight for a long time to come and it 
should serve not just as a symbol of a 
heartbreaking day, but also of a tragic 
schism in humanity. It is also my hope 
that the Twin Towers will be replaced, 
not just by the exquisite towers of light 
that were first conceived to fill the hor
rible void where they used to stand, but 
also by a common perception of the 
twin concepts of civilisation and cul
ture. That would mean that we had 
finally risen above the hostile energies 
revealed on that day, to a higher plane 
of insight into the steps to be taken to 
ensure our shared future.

The Koran calls on us to observe 
“the perpetual change of winds - the 
alternation of day and night - the vari
ety of human colours and tongues - the 
alternation of days of success and 
reversal among peoples”, and to reflect 
on our part in the completeness of cre
ation that is beautiful in its diversity.

What a glorious bridge to eternity it 
would be for all those we lost on that 
day, Sept. 11, 2001, and those lost 
since, if they were each remembered as 
the souls who lit our humble, human 
steps towards a deeper understanding 
of each other for final peace.

The importance of dialogue between peoples
Romano Prodi* 
The Daily Star

O
nce more storm clouds 
are piled over the Gulf 
while anger, grief and 
despair are boiling over 
in the hearts of Israelis 

and Palestinians, two peoples whose 
destiny is to live side-by-side and 
together. Sept. 11 has come round to 
remind each of us of our duty to work 
to prevent a “clash of civilizations.” 
And yet at the same time the dialogue 
between peoples and cultures is play
ing a bigger part in the EU’s external 
action.

This paradox is only apparent as 
things stand, and the enormity of the 
challenge underlines its urgency.

Around the shores of the 
Mediterranean we must all try to live 
in the present, in harmony with the 
shared values of the times whilst 
remaining true to our own identities.

We need to turn Euro-Mediterranean 
relations into a symbol of peaceful 
coexistence and a model of greater jus
tice for the world, healing the scars 
that history has left on the region.

The process of unification now 
under way in Europe is a unique 
opportunity to rethink our relationship 
with all our neighbors, stretching from 
Russia to the shores of the 
Mediterranean, as well as our policies 
toward them. The influx of migrants 
also spurs us to search for new bal
ances and new ways of organizing our 
societies. And globalization is both an 
immense opportunity for development 
and a daunting challenge, especially 
for the more vulnerable.

Political and economic dialogue 
therefore needs to go hand in hand 
with a cultural dialogue that could 
become a powerful instrument for 
shaping the course of events. After 
Sept. 11, many voices were raised in 
favor of dialogue between cultures and 
societies. But well before that date, the 
EU - and the Commission in particular 
- had recognized the importance of 

such a dialogue.
The need for action has now become 

urgent. Dialogue should not be seen as 
taking place only elsewhere, beyond 
our borders. It must start here, in 
Europe itself, in our inner cities, which 
are all too often the breeding-ground 
for intolerance and prejudice. We need 
to rediscover our common cultural 
heritage and harness it for greater 
mutual understanding and respect. 
This we must do because of the ever- 
clearer risk of an ideological and cul
tural rift, not only between Europe and 
the Arab and Muslim world but also 
within European and Arab and Muslim 
societies.

This is why our objective is to 
develop a special relationship between 
Europe and the Mediterranean, using 
all the instruments available to 
strengthen our partnership. The 
European Commission has thus insti
gated a range of initiatives and pro
grams to promote mutual awareness, 
both in and outside the EU and espe
cially in the Mediterranean.

Recently, for instance, we decided 
to extend the Tempus program of uni
versity exchanges to our 
Mediterranean partners, and we are 
looking into the possibility of doing 
the same with various vocational train
ing and continuing education pro
grams.

Other projects are under way. There 
is the Euro-Mediterranean Foundation 
for dialogue between cultures, 
approved in principle by the 27 foreign 
ministers at the Fifth Euro
Mediterranean Conference held in 
Valencia. The Foundation will work 
with various civil society institutions, 
both public and private, national and 
international, to give consistency and 
continuity to initiatives such as the 
Conference on Inter-cultural Dialogue 
held in Brussels in March this year and 
the plan to introduce a program of 
study grants on the Fulbright model, 
which is making good progress.

We have also set up a High-Level 
Advisory Group to work along these

lines. The body is to report back to me 
by the end of the year, in particular on 
the conditions for giving new impetus

to the Euro-Mediterranean cultural 
dialogue and setting out practical 

guidelines for a reinvigorated 
approach to cultural cooperation.

So it is not just a question of organ
izing more conferences and seminars. 
We want to open a new chapter in 
Mediterranean cooperation that will 
draw inspiration from these opportuni
ties to meet and take stock together. If 
we are to do this successfully, it means 
we must also be capable of shedding 
light on what lies at the foundations of 
our cultures, especially the three great 
religions that originated in the 
Mediterranean area.

While it cannot be denied that these 
religions have give rise to conflicts 
and even brutal wars in the past, they 
have also been - and still are - fonts of 
hope, creativity and wisdom. They can 
and must contribute decisively to our 
joint efforts to bring together all the 
peoples that live around the 
Mediterranean.

But civilizations and relations 
between cultures cannot be reduced to 
their religious dimension or explained 
in exclusively religious terms. The 
rifts between them are produced above 
all by injustice, poverty and economic 
disparities. And all these problems 
must be tackled too.

A dialogue between cultures is not - 
nor should it be - an instrument of 
political dialogue or a substitute for 
one.

That would be counterproductive 
for both dialogues.

But it is true that if a dialogue 
between peoples and cultures takes 
root

in civil society, it could bear fruit in 
the form of amicable and fruitful 

political dialogue.
But our commitment extends far 

beyond the realm of culture. The 
Barcelona European Council approved 
the setting up of a fund that will enable 
the EU to play a more active role in 

public and private investments on the 
southern shores of the Mediterranean. 
The goal of the European Commission 
and the Spanish presidency was more 
ambitious. At that stage it could not be 
attained in full, but it is still on the 
table.

When faced with situations like the 
Middle East. Europe should throw all 
its political, economic and imaginative 
force into creating the conditions for 
dialogue. This means much more than 
brokering a cease-fire or delivering 
humanitarian aid. The real objective is 
to put ourselves forward as a proactive 
mediator that - acting in scrupulous 
observance of all the relevant UN res
olutions - can make the opposing par
ties look at the issues that divide them 
in a new light.

A lasting solution to the conflict can 
only be achieved through a collective 
commitment by the European Union, 
the United States, Russia, the Arab 
world, Israel, and of course the United 
Nations. It is obvious that no unilater
al approach can work.

Dialogue between cultures does not 
mean a cultural leveling-out in favor 
of Western values and economic inter
ests. Nor does it mean passively endur
ing and accepting a homogenized cul
ture where only the values and will of 
the strongest prevail. The EU provides 
the only example of democratic man
agement of integration between vari
ous cultures. It is proof that there is an 
alternative to cultural uniformity and 
supremacy.

The dialogue we want is a dialogue 
that respects different cultures and the 
peoples who embody them, as long as 
these cultures uphold the fundamental 
rights of each human being.

The time is ripe to shoulder new 
responsibilities, and to show that glob
alization is not necessarily antithetical 
to cultural diversity, solidarity and 
shared values.

They can, and must, coexist.

Romano Prodi is the president of 
the European Commission

A Reply to
"How can Yemen declare 

that the US is wrong” 
Article written by Mark 

Thompson under the heading 

“An opinion from 
the USA”

Nada Z. B., 
nadsl91@yahoo.com

I
 have read your “simple expla
nation” in one of our newspa
pers in Yemen, on “How can 
Yemen declare that the US is 
wrong”. Now let me explain to 

you why so many people “hate” the 
American government, and that does 
not only include the Arabs.

You said that America wants 
Freedom to all. Who is the American 
Government to tell people what the 
right religion or system is. You call 
America a democratic country? Why 
don't you see what is actually happen
ing in your country before you go on 
criticizing others. You are saying that 
Americans know what Democracy is?? 
That it is the best system and everyone 
else should follow it! There are limits 
to freedom and laws established by 
each country to secure people’s safety; 
it doesn’t mean that American laws 
and systems are all right.

I agree with you, no government is 
perfect. And I agree with you that it is 
wrong for a government to take over 
another country, but that is exactly 
what the Israeli government did and 
the American Government is support
ing it. So how can you say that the 
American government has stopped 
such thing from happening, in fact it is 
helping it happen. It might be true that 
the US is not interested in taking over 
another country, but it is interested in 
taking its resources, which include oil.

Did you know that the “American 
Government”, wanted to build 
pipelines in Afghanistan to take oil but 
the AL-Qaeda wouldn’t let them?? Off 
course you didn’t know, why would 
your government give you such infor
mation? You might think it’s a lie; it’s 
your choice.

You said that US wants to stop mas
sacres! Well why didn’t they do that in 
Jenin when the Israeli army massacred 
a whole village?? But the US just 
believed the Israeli army when they 
said no we didn't. Then why wouldn’t 
the Israeli army let anyone in Jenin, 
including UN workers and other vol
unteers? Maybe because they are hid
ing something? Can you answer these 
questions? The “American 
Government” who “does not want to 
massacre people” (as you say), has 
killed thousands of innocent people in 
Iraq, Vietnam, and in Afghanistan. And 
you say they do not want to massacre 
people, well that is not what is happen
ing.

You think our newspapers and news 
reports are full of propaganda, well I 
have news for you, so are the 
American media. If you listen to CNN, 
it is full of bias and propaganda; they 
only bring you one side of the story. I 
have American friends who don’t live 

in America, who told me that CNN is 
the last resource they would listen to 
for news because it is biased. These 
people say that because they have 
heard other news channels that bring 
both sides of the story, unlike CNN. 
Just ask yourself, have you seen a 
Palestinian being interviewed in CNN 
without being attacked or given the 
chance to talk?

So yes, “a little county” such as 
Yemen can declare that the US is 
wrong according to their opinion. The 
US is the main cause for peoples’ suf
fering around the world, because it is 
afraid of a second power to rise. They 
don’t want competition do they? I 
don't blame them, people in power 
always want to remain there, but that 
doesn’t make it right, does it?

You think that our governments con
trol whatever we hear and read, well in 
case you didn’t realize that happens in 
all governments, including your own. 
The American Government has cen
sored a lot of Arabic websites so that 
its people cannot get information from 
there, what do you call that? Check the 
Al-Jazeera website in the US, it is 
completely different from its website 
outside the US, because it is censored. 
So don’t come and lecture us about 
propaganda in our media when it hap
pens in your own “Democratic” coun
try.

Countries around the world do not 
have to follow the American 
Governmental system. We have our 
own religion, laws and systems, so live 
with it. Not all people are alike and we 
don't have to follow laws that go 
against our laws, morals, and religion. 
We have a culture we want to main
tain, and I don’t see why it is an 
AMERICAN problem to take us away 
from it. Americans helped the growth 
of many fundamentalists and then they 
blame it on the Arabs or Islam (for 
your information Osama Bin Laden 
was a CIA agent, ask them what went 
wrong there) If you know about Islam, 
Mr. Educated, you would know that 
what fundamentalists do is not all 
right, you only know about Islam what 
your Government wants you to know 
through its media and movies.

If America and Israel want peace in 
the Middle East, than why is Israel the 
only country in the Middle East with a 
nuclear weapon and why doesn’t it 
allow UN inspections in, when Iraq 
has been sanctioned for not allowing 
the UN in? The American Government 
is only doing what interests it and its 
allies only, so yes, they are wrong.

Just like you American citizens are 
fed up of being blamed for everything 
wrong, which isn’t true, cause your 
government is the one blamed, WE too 
are sick and tired of American inter
vention with the whole world “to make 
it a better place” for them not us.

mailto:nadsl91@yahoo.com
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Our new generation 
& historical heritage

By Mujahed Al Mussa’abi 
Yemen Times Staff 
mujahed75ye@ yahoo.com

D
espite the fact that 
Yemen is one of the 
least developed coun- 
tries of the world, it 
seems to be widely 

affected by globalization and the infor
mation technology sweeping across 
the world and imposing themselves on 
the lives of Yemenis willingly and 
unwillingly. By saying this, I am not 
blaming our country for allowing 
globalization to affect our lives. On the 
contrary, I do strongly support devel
opment and progress which are not in 
conflict with our identity or individual 
characteristics.

In fact, it is not surprising for a 
nation with a glorious past and well-

respected civilization to use available 
modern tools to achieve greater devel
opment. Yemen was once the cradle of 
human civilizations represented in a 
rich ancient urban cultural heritage 
and astonishingly well-designed his
torical cities and it surely does want to 
go back to its glorious days.

The Yemeni city of “Azal” -now 
Sana’a- is among the most ancient 
cities of the world. The mystical archi
tectural beauty of Old Sanaa makes it a 
source of fascination and charm by all 
tourists visiting the city.

Nevertheless, the lack of awareness 
of the significance of the cultural her
itage of Yemen among young Yemenis, 
whom we bet on for the future of the 
Yemen, is also a source of concern. 
Most of those young men and women 
have little respect and appreciation to 
the cultural heritage or historical assets 
of the country. Unfortunately, they are 
fascinated more by the developed

world resembled by the western mod
ernization and they blame globaliza
tion for that. They tend to indirectly 
contribute to the possible loss of this 
valuable heritage because they know 
nothing about it and don’t care of what 
could happen to it if abandoned.

This is a dangerous phenomenon 
that could have catastrophic conse
quences on our country’s heritage. 
Young Yemenis of the day know more 
about New York and Paris than Sa’ada 
and Shibam. They may even ask with a 
sense of carelessness “What do we 
need those old mud buildings for?” or 
“If heritage is needed so much, why is 
a country like the USA with no archi
tectural heritage or deep-rooted civi
lization still the most developed coun
try in the world?”

This is yet another example of the 
poor education taught to our new gen
eration. Hence, we cannot blame them 
before blaming ourselves for not pro
viding them with thorough and better 
education to raise their awareness of 
the value of historical heritage for 
every nation.

Our duty towards our children
It is the responsibility of the whole 

society, private sector, civil organiza
tions and government to exert efforts 
to strengthen the concepts of the value 
of cultural heritage in our children’s 
minds.

All fathers and mothers are request
ed to teach their children that a nation 
without past has no future. People who 
forget their ancient civilization would 
be neglected in history and become a 
nation without roots. They should be 
informed that cultural heritage and 
original inherited professions are 
invaluable assets that should be main
tained. They are considered a national

wealth not only for us, but for all 
humanity to learn from and discover. 
We should have our children investi
gate why are tourists coming from the 
so called ‘modern world’ to see our 
historical sites and why are they fasci
nated by them.” They should ask 
“Why is UNESCO declaring some 
Yemeni historical sites like Old 
Sana’a, Shibam and Zabid as world 
heritage sites?”

They should learn that such signifi
cant cultural heritage is contributing to 
the development of the country like 
any other natural resource such as oil, 
gold or gas. Our young generation 
should feel proud of its history, which 
they need to value and study in 
schools. Let them feel and appreciate

the beauty of the new unique architec
ture of our historical cities, which we 
should protect just as we protect our 
interests and treasures. They should 
recognize that a new modern building 
in a historical city would distort its 
identity and historical value. So, we 
should integrate these principles in 
their daily life activities at school, at 
home, at the theater and the on TV pro
grams.

The second step would be to involve 
our children in dealing with issues 
related to historical sites and cities to 
make them familiar with risks of mod
ernization which threaten the historical 
value of these cities that remained firm 
for ages.

A good step forward
I have read that within its national 

awareness raising campaign, the 
Urban Cultural Heritage Program 
UCHP is holding several cultural 
activities, the last being in Zabid. 
Those activities involve the participa
tion of school pupils in historical cities 
in painting workshops to eventually 
present a unique exhibition showing 
the paintings of children at the end of 
the workshop.

We need to encourage such appreci
ated steps and motivate other govern
mental and non-governmental organi
zations to hold similar activities if we 
really want to raise a generation aware 
of its historical and cultural heritage.

Old buildings of Zabid City

Historical city of Shibam, integrated with nature

Yemeni youth shout: Help us!
Ibrahim Addahan 
Yemen Times, Ibb

I
t is well known that the youth 
are the powerhouse of any 
nation. Therefore, all nations 
and societies pay more atten- 

_ tion to the youth and do all 
their best to develop and improve their 
lives in all aspects including educa
tion, culture and science, etc. If the 
youth are strong, educated and well- 
oriented, their nation becomes stronger 
and more prosperous. Only then will 
they look at the future with hope and 
optimism. Youth have the potential to 
build modern and developed nations.

But what if the authorities do not 
care for their youth? What if a system

is not working to explore the potentials 
of the young population? What if a 
nation does not empower its next gen
eration with knowledge and correct 
orientation in order to build a better 
tomorrow?

Frankly speaking, our youth here in 
Yemen are pessimistic about the 
future. They see a dark present and 
even a darker tomorrow. Their 
approach to life is full of frustration. 
They are frightened by what is to 
come. Let me convey to you the 
impressions I got from a number of 
young men at Al-Awkaff area in Ibb 
City, particularly from the street 
known as ‘love street.’ This street has 
become an important place for huge 
crowds of young boys and girls aim

less drifting back and forth. They walk 
up and walk down the street, talking 
loudly, flirting, teasing and haggling. 
They have nothing to do but wander
ing in the street day in and day out.

During my visit to the ‘love street’ I 
met with some young boys and asked 
them, why they come to this street. 
“This is the best place in Ibb. We used 
to come here to spend time in feeding 
our eyes and enjoying ourselves” one 
of them said. “We have nothing to do 
except wandering and hanging around 
in the streets with no objective” anoth
er commented.

This habit is not restricted to Ibb 
alone. The same applies to all major 
cities in the republic. Thus, this 
implies that a significant portion of our 
young generation feels lost and does 
nothing meaningful to keep itself busy. 
Basically, this is a lost opportunity for 
the nation because this way, we fail to 
benefit from the energy and resource 
that these young people represent. But 
more ominously, if we cannot harness 
this energy for good use, it could be 
exploited in a bad way leading to enor
mous difficulties for the future of this 
country.

Some people have spent many years 
going to schools, sometimes finishing 
university degrees. However, as they 
graduate, they fail to find any job 
opportunities. They feel frustrated, 
desperate, and hopeless. They studied 
hard and graduated in the hope of find
ing jobs, starting a family and securing 
a peaceful future. However, not only 
do they fail to fulfill their desires, but 
they also do not contribute to the wel
fare and progress of their country as a 
whole despite the fact that they do 
have the ability to be productive and 
helpful.

Those young educated graduates 

face a bitter reality and become pes
simistic about their future. When 
schoolboys see their seniors jobless 
and completely frustrated, they lose 
interest in studying because they do 
not believe that the education they get 
is a guarantee for a better future. 
Whenever urged to read and work hard 
in their studies, they refuse by shrug
ging heir shoulders and asking “what 
is the use of studying if we know that 
we will not find any jobs once we 
graduate?” This is the question asked 
by the students of these days.

They argue that the way to wealth 
and prosperity in Yemen of today is 
not through education and hard work, 
but by linking up with influential 
power centers either through hypocrit
ical political affiliation, especially 
those that are close to the regime or by 
forgery, stealing and robbery. To make 
their case, they give examples of well- 
known ignorant and corrupt individu
als, who have become rich and influ
ential figures.

To conclude, it is believed by the 
youth that the well-being of a person in 
Yemen today has little to do with how 
much informed or how hard working 
he/she is. According to many young 
men and women, the system does not 
promote or even value the qualities of 
hard work and knowledge. That is 
because unqualified, undeserving and 
unproductive people are holding high- 
ranking positions in the state, while the 
qualified are set aside.

The youth of Yemen deserve higher 
priority in the hierarchy of the state. 
The future of the country can only be 
built by and through them. The unem
ployment rate in Yemen is estimated at 
a staggering 38%. While that is 
already a terrible waste of manpower, 
it is a pity that an increasing number of 

the jobless are among the educated 
people of Yemen. It is unacceptable to 
see the most-educated sector of the 
population is unable to work and hence 
make ends meet, while the least pro
ductive and educated are hired as very 
influential figures.

Thus, we call upon the concerned 
authorities to pay more attention to the 
youth because they are the hope of the 
nation and of the future, and a nation 
without well-educated youth that are 
given their leading role in the commu
nity is a nation without a future.

Continued from last page

Scientific Miracle :
Blind man drives car
Four of the eight patients reported 

that their phosphenes were brilliantly 
colored. These are the first colored 
phosphenes reported by blind patients, 
giving hope that future prostheses will 
be in full color. The patients have just 
started to use the systems.. the man 
driving the car was the first to have 
been implanted... and the remaining 
seven patients are now being trained. 
The device is primarily designed for 
mobility rather than reading. 
However, “ rapid advances provide the 
possibility that the patients will be able 
to scan the Internet and Watch TV,” 
said Dr. Dobelle.

The patients had been blind from 
periods ranging from 4 to 57 years at 
the time of surgery. One patient, blind 
from birth in one eye, lost the other at 
age 45. A second patient..who was 77 
years old at the time of surgery-lost 
both eyes in a mortar attack during 
World War II. Both patients saw “nor
mal phosphenes.”

These cases suggest that neither 
patient age- nor period of blindless- is 
a contradiction for surgery.

All operations were performed at the 
CUF Hospital in Lisbon, Portugal by 
Joao Lobo Antunes, MD, who is 
Chairman of the Neurosurgery 
Department at the University of

using “artificial eye” 
Lisbon, along with John P. Girvin, 
MD, formerly the Chief of 
Neurosurgery and Vice President of 
Medical Affairs at the University of 
Western Ontario and now Chief of 
Neurosurgery at the King Faisal

Specialist Hospital in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia. Both Dr. Antunes and Dr. 
Girvin have worked on the project for 
more than twenty-five years. They had 
collaborated on implanting Dan and 
Jerry, the successful prototype patient 
in 1979. They were assisted by 
Domingos Coiteiro, MD a Portuguese 
neurosurgeon, and on some cases by 
Kenneth R. Smith, Jr., MD is Director 
of the Division of Neurological 
Surgery at St. Louis University Health 
Sciences Center

yahoo.com


Health/Environment 30 September 2002 15

Yemen health system’s 
enhancement or re-engineering ?

By Dr Jurgen Patzelt 
Surgeon & Health-Economist 
For The Yemen Times

W
henever you try to 
improve a system 
the decisive ques
tion is whether it 
is worth investing 

resources in modifying a rotten 
process to a little higher quality out
come or better give up the old way for 
a completely re-engineered one like 
zero-based budgeting and client-cen
tered process-management instead of 
“renovating" antique functional pro
cedures.

In the political and economical 
scene this “revolutionary way” has 
sometimes proven disastrous but 
sometimes it was a blessing and the 
only way out of a dilemma (the end of 
communism).

Which way to go is a political deci
sion in context with economical and 
ethical aspects, maybe eased a little 
by this article and its future prospects.

Assessment of the present situa
tion

Results of an extreme centralized 
system for planning, budgeting, 
staffing and even executing opera
tional everyday activities in health 
care facilities are obviously to be seen 
in the weaknesses and shortcomings 
within the health sector of Yemen.

The majority of PHC -units and 
-centers are under-stuffed with low- 
skilled personnel, and lack of essen
tial drugs and supplies.

Comparable is the situation even in 
referral hospitals, having to compete 
with by far better equipped private

ones, offering excellent service and 
medical quality, sometimes for the 
same price or even cheaper than state 
hospitals if you take into account the 
money for cost-sharing (often much 
higher than the official list), “side
money”, “bakschisch” and the fact 
that most of the drugs and other med
ical items are not available.

Parallels to Other Countries and 
lessons to be learned
1. A comparable situation in the 

German Health Care sector has 
led to a complete change in health 
care supply planning and man
agement. Because the govern
ment could not provide the need
ed money for investment any 
more and for subsidizing the inef
ficient community- and state 
owned- hospitals, close collabo
ration with private investors was 
welcome.

First the capacity planning was 
reduced to a mere framework, to 
be filled by the communities and 
even private investors. Second, 
the old system of planned "cam- 
eralistic management”, compara
ble to the Yemen situation, was 
abandoned and replaced by an 
efficient economic- and quality
outcome centered.

2. Private management in communi
ty hospitals was accepted and 
even the complete takeover by 
private investors was favored.

3. Public Private Partnership and 
even the takeover of complete 
hospitals by private groups were 
accepted.

4. Thus the government as well as

the health insurance companies 
got rid of the burden of high 
investment and even could reduce 
the running costs of hospitals.

5. Nevertheless the problem of ris
ing health insurance premiums 
has not been solved until today. 
So new ways like managed care, 
case-management or disease
management have to be tested 
and implied in pilot projects.

Ideas for Future Yemen-adapted 
Enhancement
1. Public Private Partnership and 

foreign private hospital chains 
could help the government out of 
the dilemma of scarce resources 
versus increasing endless 
demands.

2. Equal distribution of cadres with 
better supply in remote areas by 
incentives and motivation would 
reduce maternal and child mortal
ity rates and morbidity.

3. Improving management of health 
care facilities would bring by far 
more efficiency and higher out
put/ better outcome with the same 
amount of money.

4. The money saved by private 
investment could be used for 
spending in other social activities 
and social welfare.

5. Less bureaucracy by decentraliza
tion and autonomy provides more 
money for acute curative medi
cine.

Using the Challenging Chance 
for Change
1. The world around is permanently 

changing, especially in the field

of medical research and technolo
gy. So to have better equipped 
health care facilities, even if not 
owned by the government could 
only be an advantage for all.

2. Better qualified, motivated and 
higher paid staff must result in 
more and more satisfied patients 
and a better image for district and 
central government.

3. State’s tasks could be to construct 
the legal frame, licensing, staffs 
training and quality surveillance, 
preventive measures etc. more 
than the direct supply of the pop
ulation with health care facilities.

Learning by Doing with Trial 
and Error NOW

To change a system will always 
bear the risk of mistakes and even 
change it to the worse in the begin
ning. But there seems to be no way- 
out of this “trial and error” while 
learning from the mistakes and after
wards change it to the better.

The advantage for Yemen is, to 
profit from mistakes others have 
already made without repeating them. 
This is a time- and cost-saving 
method.

On the other hand side it should be 
avoided to copy systems without 
modifying and adopting them to the 
special situation of Yemen mentality, 
culture and religion.

For example it surely will not be 
necessary to have exact the number of 
staff or in- and outpatient facilities or 
hospital-beds per capita as in compa
rable industrialized countries.

This would only create an unaf
fordable economic burden without 
any necessity.

In Yemen many things done by the 
relatives of patients would only be 
cost-increasing if done by profession
al staff like in the so-called “devel
oped countries”.

The number of hospital beds is 
only 10% of the German supply but 
Germany has fourfold the number of 
beds per capita then the USA. So 
what cold be the “right” measure ?

Japan’s spending for health care is 
by far less than that of many compa
rable developed countries - neverthe
less Japan has the highest life
expectancy rate in the world!

What’s the Best Solution for a 
Yemen Health System ?

Consultancy reports, workshops, 
questionnaires and comparison with 
other countries ?

Anything is possible and probably 
also worthwhile.

Nevertheless the best method 
seems to be the consent of a highly 
qualified and experienced group of 
decision-makers within the Republic 
of Yemen.

This group of experienced quali
fied managers should discuss and 
compare all systems of health plan
ning, health-care supply, health insur
ance systems so to find out the best 
system to be adopted

Again in a way of trial and error 
within different pilot-projects the best 
alternative solutions should be 
repeatedly tested in pilot projects and 
evaluated in a sort of PDCA-cycle 
(Plan, Do, Check, Act) for final deci
sion.

How and Where to qualify the 
Respective Cadres ?

Beginning with a one years’ diplo
ma-course in collaboration of well 
experienced and highly qualified 
institutions like the Yemen National 
Institute of Administrative Sciences 
and the German Government 
Development Organization CIM.

October 5^ 2002 will be the begin
ning of this two-semester diploma
course until the final exam on August 
16th 2003 in IBB.

After successful completion of the 
course the same could be held in all 
branches of NIAS so finally to cover 
Yemen with a sufficient number of 
highly qualified health managers as a 
precondition for more effective and 
efficient health care supply in the 
Republic of Yemen.

Population National Policy 
in Republic of Yemen 2001-2025 

Population Work Program 
2001-2005

T
he Population Action 
Program for the period 2001- 
2005 is the first implementa
tion stage of the National 
Population Policy (2001- 

2025). It comes in parallel with and in 
conformity to the second five-year 
National Development Plan. The targets 
along with required interventions and 
measures as defined in the population 
Action Program are outlined in the follow
ing:

Public Health
• A decline in morbidity and mortality 

so that the expectancy of life at birth 
may reach 63 years.

• An expansion in health service cover
age to include 70% of total popula
tion.

• Spreading widely health education 
and awareness.

Child Health
• A reduction in Infant Mortality Rate 

from 75 to 55 per 1000 live birth.
• A reduction in Under-Five Mortality 

Rate from 105 to 74 per 1000 live 
birth.

• Treatment of 50% of acute respiratory 
infections.

• An increase in the usage of Oral 
Rehydration Therapy (ORT) to cover 
60% of diarrheic cases.

• An expansion of the Expanded 
Program of Immunization to cover 
90% of target population.

• An improvement in nutritional status
es of children and mothers.

Women and Maternal Health
• A reduction in Maternal Mortality 

Rate by 15% of its present level (351).
• An increase in the coverage of ante

natal care to include 60% of pregnant 
women.

• An increase in deliveries attended by 
trained health workers to 40% of all 
deliveries.

• An expansion of postpartum care to 
cover 15% of women.

• An expansion in tetanus immuniza
tion to cover 60% of all pregnant 
women.

• Raising awareness with regard to sex
ually transmitted and other chronic 
diseases.

Family Planning
• An increase in Contraceptive 

Prevalence Rate to 28% of all married 
women in reproductive ages. The
Prevalence Rate of modern methods
is to rise to 23%.

• Raising awareness of spouses with 
regard to the importance and benefits 
of family planning. In the same time 
family planning services is to be 
diversified and improved.

Gender Equity, Equality and 
Empowerment of Women
• Taking necessary measures to narrow 

down gender gaps especially with 
respect to school enrollment, labor 
force participation and social servic
es. The absorption capacity of the 
school system is yet to be expanded 
especially for girls.

Population and Sustainable

• Speeding up the pace of human devel
opment. The contribution of promis- 
ing productive sectors in GDP is to be

• An execution of several programs for 
technical education and vocational

training for the sake of improving the 
employment level and curbing unem
ployment.

• An improvement in environmental 
protection measures joined with limit
ing non-sustainable production and 
consumption patterns.

Education and Literacy
• An improvement in primary school 

enrollment ratios to reach 76% (92% 
for males and 59% for females), the 
geographical distribution of schools is 
to be modified according to popula
tion density as revealed on the school 
map.

• Providing adequate support towards 
the realization of the objectives of the 
National Strategy for Literacy and 
launching continuous national cam
paigns for illiteracy combating.

Population Distribution
• New investments and projects are to 

be located in various regions in such a 
way as to bring about a balanced 
regional development. Towns and 
secondary cities are to be developed. 
Investment in the agriculture sector is 
to be encouraged.

• The causes and consequences of 
excessive urban growth are to be thor
oughly investigate to propose appro
priate solutions. The population spa
tial mobility is to be controlled in 
view of economic and environmental
considerations.

Children, Adolescents, Youth, the 
Elderly and Handicapped
• Ensuring protection for children and 

adolescents from all forms of 
exploitation and human rights viola
tions. Efforts must be intensified to 
integrate adolescents and youth in 

development programs.

• Improving facilities and services of 
health, social and psychological care 

for the handicapped with special ref- 
erence to the elderly women. Their 
living circumstances ought to be paid 

special attention.
• Equal rights must be guaranteed to the 

handicapped without any discrimina
tion. They must be enabled to partici
pate in all aspects of life: socially, 
economically and culturally.

Celebrating 26th September

SUSTAINABLE
Ellen von Zitzewitz
For The Yemen Times

I
t’s a beautiful 
scenery visiting 
Sana’a at night 
these days. Many 
buildings are light

ened for the 26th 
September. As beautiful 
these lights are, they are 
using scare energy 
resources and result in fre
quent electricity shortcuts. 
The Ministry of Tourism 
and Environment (MTE) 
and the Environmental 
Protection Authority (EPA) 
at Zubeiri Street near 
Baghdad Street has taken a 
different approach: With the 
support of TSC, the leading 
company for Renewable 
Energy in Yemen and the 
Royal Netherlands 
Embassy, the entrance of 
the ministry is now light
ened by a solar installation. 
A photovoltaic system only 
using the sun runs the lamp

day and night. This is one 
of the first tangible results 
of the workshop on Climate 
Change - Renewable 
Energy 2 weeks ago. 
Ahmed Zabarah, Director 
General of TSC: We really 
appreciating the installation 
on the ministry entrance as 
the MTE and EPA are sup
porting significantly the 
Renewable Energy sector. 
We hope other ministries 
and agencies will follow 
using solar installations. 
Also the Minister Abdul 
Malik Al-Iriani appreciates 
the installation: We thank 
the TSC for its efforts and 
want to continue to work in 
this field. Anwar Abdul 
Aziz, Director for the 
Climate Change and 
Renewable Energy 
Department, has already 
next steps in mind:We hope 
with further assistance of 
the international communi
ty to promote more pilot 
installations.

Senior Staff of the Ministry of Tourism & Environment cel
ebrating 26th of September sustainable

Sport Events at India (Embassy) Club
INDIA (EMBASSY) CLUB, 

Sana’a held Sports tournament in 
Table Tennis, Chess & Carrom 
between 17th & 26th September 2002 
at the India Embassy School 
Auditorium. The tournament, spon
sored by Coca-Cola, International 
Bank of Yemen (Western Union) & 
Mr. Chowdhury, was inaugurated by 
Dr. Thakur, the President of the India 
(Embassy) Club. It received very 
good response with 90 par
ticipants taking part in the 
event comprising three cat- 
egories-Senior, Junior and 
Ladies.

The main tournament in 
Table Tennis Senior was 
won by Tushar Patkar beat
ing Ibrahim in nail biting 
finish. Tushar also won 
both T.T & Chess events 
for third year in a row. The 
Ambassador of India, Mr. M. S. 
Suman distributed prizes to the win
ners.

Mr. Ranganathan, the Vice 
President of the Club thanked the 
organizers and suggested sports set-

up & coaching by top players in 
future.

The other winners were:
Senior Carrom: Mr. Ignatius
Ladies Chess: Mrs. Radha
Ladies Carrom: Mrs. Ram
Junior T.T.: Waji
Junior Chess: Sanath
Junior Carrom: Fazil
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I. What to Say
Situations and expressions (27): 
Commenting on players (I)

Sports is one of the most 
interesting topics to talk about 
among the young and the old 

alike.
It’s a hot favorite especially among the 
sports loving youth. When we witness 
our national teams locked up with 
another team in a nail biting finish, 
identification is instant. We 
imaginatively transport ourself to the 
field and identify ourselves with the 
champion heroes. At time we are also 
deeply dejected by the hopelessly 
disappointing performance of the 
player(s). In any case our passionately 
enthusiastic comments about our 
favorite players not only echo our love 
for the players and their charisma in 
the game but reflect our sense of 
appreciation. How good a 
communicator are you when it comes 
to matters of sports?
How effective are your expressions? 
Here are some of the common 
expressions conveying our 
admiration:
- He is the master blaster, I say!
- What a superb piece of fielding!
- He is the best all rounder I have 

seen.
- He is a living legend. His style 

justifies it.
- No doubt, he is an ace player.
- What an incredible performance.!
- Bravo! A spectacular goal.
- He has brought color to the game.
- You can never say. He’s a dark 

horse (a person whose abilities 
can’t be guessed).

- Ronaldo, he has got golden legs.
- His (hockey) stick seems to have 

magnet. See how the ball sticks to 
his bat.

- He is in full form today.
- He is in his elements.
- This is his best performance in the 

recent past.
- She is rightly the sprint queen 

(track event)
- She is the flying queen.
- He is our most stylistic batsman.
- He’s a born cricketer, in every 

sense of the term.
- He combines brain and brawn in 

every game.
- He is a flamboyant player, like of 

whom I have never seen.
- He is always on the right side of 

luck.
- Dame luck always smiles upon 

him.
- He is Fortune’s most favored 

player.

II. How to say it correctly 
Correct errors, if any, in the 
following sentences
1. Those books are for you and I.
2. Between he and I there is an 

understanding.
3. The father and the son love one 

another.
4. Neither of the three boys came.
5. None of the two sons took any 

care of the ageing parents.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. Let you and me solve this riddle. 

Note: Pronouns following ‘let’ 
must be in the objective case, and 
not in the nominative case.

2. The climate of Yemen is better 
than that of Egypt. 
Note: The objects of comparison 

are ‘the climate of Yemen’ and 
‘the climate of Egypt.’

3. One of them has already given up 
his studies.

4. One should not waste one’s time. 
Note: When ‘one’ means ‘one in 
number', the pronoun for it is third 
person singular pronoun (he, she, 
it). The possessive formed from 
them can be ‘his' or ‘her’ or ‘its’. 
In (3) the meaning is one taken out 
of them. Hence the possessive 
should be ‘his’. In (4) ‘one’ is an 
indefinite pronoun, meaning 
‘anyone’. The possessive of ‘one’ 
is ‘one’s’.

5. Either the Prime Minister or his 
cabinet colleagues have submitted 
their resignation.
Note: When two nouns joined by 
‘either... or’ or ‘neither... nor’ 
differ in number, the pronoun must 
agree with the plural noun which 
comes after ‘or/nor’.

HI. How to express it in one 
word
1. Without food, clothes, and things 

necessary for life.
2. Person whose business is to detect 

criminals.
3. Substance that removes dirt from 

the surface of things.
4. Strong hatred for something.
5. Cause to explode with a loud 

noise.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. Person ready to do any reckless or 

criminal act: Desperado (n)
2. Deserving to be despised: 

Despicable (adj)
3. Ruler with unlimited powers 

which he uses wrongly or cruelly: 
Despot (n)

4. Course of fruit, etc. at the end of a 
meal: Dessert (n)

5. Place to which somebody is going 
or something is being sent: 
Destination (n)

IV. Grammar and Composition 
a) Grammar
Rewrite the sentences without 
changing the meaning
1. He carried on working in spite of 

his illness.
Although...

2. The driver wasn’t hurt because he 
was wearing a seat belt. 
If...

3. She isn’t old enough to travel 
abroad alone for studies. 
She is too ...

4. He couldn’t become a teacher 
because he failed his exam. 
If ...

5. I won’t let you forget about your 
duty.
I’ll...

b) idioms and phrases
Use the following phrases in 
sentences of your own.
1. authorized to: 2. avail (oneself) of;
3. on an average; 4. averse to;
5. avoidance of

c) Words commonly confounded 
Bring out differences in meaning of 
the following pairs of words 
1. bail, bale; 2. bane, boon 
3. barbaric, barbarous
4. bard, bird; 5. bath, bathe

Answers to last week’s questions 
a) Grammar
i) Hussein is Senior to me (or. older

than me)
ii) Everyone except him submitted 

the papers.
iii) Ghada called on Amani.
iv) The boy puts on a blue shirt.

b) Idioms and phrases
1. attribute to (quality looked upon 

as naturally belonging to 
somebody): Humility is an 
attribute of a cultured man.

2. attune to (bring into harmony 
with): Our hearts should be 
attuned to Allah, the most gracious 
and the most compassionate, at the 
time of prayers.

3. augur well (be a good sign for the 
future): Vocationalization of 
education augurs well for the 
students’ future.

4. under the auspices of (helped and 
favored by): A cultural function 
was organized in the college under 
the auspices of the English 
department

5. authority on (one who has deep 
and special knowledge on a 
subject): He is an authority on 
Shakespeare.

c) Words commonly confounded
1. vocation (n) (Special interest and 

qualification to do a certain kind 
of work): Teaching is a vocation 
as well as a profession.
avocation (n) (an occupation): 
As a nurse, her avocation is to 
take care of the sick.

2. award (prize in a competition): 
He received an award for his 
oratorial skills.
reward (n) (a recompense one 
receives for service or merit): He 
has announced a reward for 
information about his lost purse.

3. aware (adj) (having knowledge 
of): Are you aware that you are 
speaking to your teacher?
beware (vt) (take care): Beware 
of the dog.

4. awl (n) (small instrument for 
making holes): The shoemaker is 
pricking holes in the leather with 
an awl.
owl (n) (a night flying bird): Owl 
is considered an inauspicious 
omen in some cultures.

5. babble (vt) (talk in a way that is 
difficult to understand): What are 
you babbling?
bubble (n) (floating ball formed 
of liquid, containing air or gas): 
The child is playing with soap 
bubbles. Or: Life is bubble (used 
metaphorically)

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran

"Those who spend 
Their wealth in the cause 

Of Allah, and follow not up 
Their gifts with reminders 

Of their generosity 
Or with injury, - for them 

Their reward is with their Lord 
On them shall be no fear, 

Nor shall they grieve.
- S2. A262

VI. Words of Wisdom
Good nature and good sense must 
ever join;
To err is human, to forgive divine 

—Alexander Pope

English????
Compiled by
P.A.Abraham 
Professor of English 
Faculty of Education 
Sana’a University

Reasons why the English language is 
so hard to learn:

1. The bandage was wound around 
the wound.

2. The farm was used to produce pro
duce.

3. The dump was so full that it had to 
refuse more refuse.

4. We must polish the Polish furni
ture.

5. He could lead if he would get the 
lead out.

6. The soldier decided to desert his 
dessert in the desert.

7. Since there is no time like the pres
ent, he thought it was time to pres
ent the present.

8. A bass was painted on the head of 
the bass drum.

9. When shot at, the dove dove into 
the bushes.

10. I did not object to the object.
11. The insurance was invalid for the 

invalid.
12. There was a row among the oars

men about how to row.
13. They were too close to the door to

close it.
14. The buck does funny things when 

the does are present.
15. A seamstress and a sewer fell down 

into a sewer line.
16. To help with planting, the farmer 

taught his sow to sow.
17. The wind was too strong to wind 

the sail.
18. After a number of injections my 

jaw got number.
19. Upon seeing the tear in the painting 

I shed a tear.
20. I had to subject the subject to a 

series of tests.
21. How can I intimate this to my most 

intimate friend?

Let’s face it - English is a crazy lan
guage.

There is no egg in eggplant nor ham 
in hamburger; neither apple nor pine in 
pineapple.

English muffins weren’t invented in 
England or French fries in France.

We take English for granted. But if 
we explore its paradoxes, we find that 

quicksand can work slowly, boxing 
rings are square and a guinea pig is nei
ther from Guinea nor is it a pig.

And why is it that writers write but 
fingers don’t fing, grocers don’t grace 
and hammers don’t ham?

If the plural of tooth is teeth, why 
isn’t the plural of booth beeth?

One goose, two geese. So one 
mouse, two meese? One index, two 
indices?

Doesn’t it seem crazy that you can 
make amends but not one amend?

If you have a bunch of odds and ends 
and get rid of all but one of them, what 
do you call it?

If teachers taught, why didn’t preach
ers praught? If a vegetarian eats vegeta
bles, what does a humanitarian eat?

Sometimes I think all the English 
speakers should be committed to an 
asylum for the verbally insane.

In what language do people recite at 
a play and play at a recital? Ship by 
truck and send cargo by ship

Have noses that run and feet that 
smell? How can a slim chance and a fat 
chance be the same, while a wise man 
and a wise guy are opposites?

You have to marvel at the unique 
lunacy of a language in which your 
house can bum up as it bums down, in 
which you fill in a form by filling it out 
and in which an alarm goes off by 
going on.

English was invented by people, not 
computers, and it reflects the creativity 
of the human race (which of course, 
isn’t a race at all).

That is why when the stars are out, 
they are visible, but when the lights are 
out, they are invisible 

World Teachers’ Day
Dr. Ramakanta Sahu

F
ifth October 2002 marks the 
9th anniversary of World 
Teachers' Day. On this day in 
1966 the recommendations 
concerning the status of 

teachers were signed. Subsequently 
UNESCO inaugurated celebration of 
World Teachers' Day on 5th October 
1994. Since then this day has been 
celebrated with solemnity and grandeur 
all over the world.

This is a day of immense professional 
significance to the teaching community 
around the globe. On this day the 
international fraternity of teachers 
reiterate their firm commitment and 
resolve to eradicate from the planet the 
Frankenstein of ignorance which is the 
deadliest enemy of progress and 
development. They pledge solidarity to 
relentlessly strive to spread the light of 
knowledge for creation of a healthier 
social order. The teachers' organizations 
worldwide also renew their efforts to 
ensure that the needs and aspirations of 
the future generations are protected in 
this increasingly complex, multi
cultural and technological world.

The concept of teacher has 
undergone a paradigm shift in the 
recent past. In the global village, 
teacher is not merely a transmitter of 
knowledge who doles out information 
to the ignorant minds of students. In 
fact teacher is seen to have a much more 
dynamic role as an agent of social 
transformation. He is, indeed, perceived 
as a watchful sentinel of freedom and 
justice; He is a powerful catalyst 
accelerating the pace of social progress. 
Seen from this larger perspective, 
teacher is an invaluable force lending 
leverage for change.

In the current year, Education 
International, the premier world body 
of teachers and its 311 member 
organizations throughout the world 
have launched a massive public 
awareness campaign to highlight the 
valuable contribution of the teaching 
profession. In recognition of the dire 
need for dialogue for peace and 
understanding in the world, it has

adopted a very apt and pertinent theme 
which is

"Teachers Create Dialogue 
Everyday"

The value of dialogue in the 
classroom as well as in the community 
for the promotion of sterling virtues of 
tolerance, mutual respect, communal 
harmony and solidarity can hardly be 
overemphasized. As we are aware, 
school is a place that ensures the growth 
of children not just in life, not even in 
knowledge. More importantly it 
promotes curiosity, courage, 
confidence, independence, resilience, 
competence and understanding among 
the budding minds and fosters in the 
young adolescents the basic values of 
democratic societies. School is also a 
platform where teachers, together with 
other educational staff, provide models 
of interaction and create dialogue which 
have a far reaching significance for 
children from different cultural, 
religious and linguistic backgrounds 
and go a long way to improve the 
prevalent social order. From this angle 
point, teachers show that the classroom 
is not isolated from the rest of the world 
and its tensions. In fact the classroom is 
a world in miniature and teachers 
provide a stepping stone for the young 
adults to make a transition from their 
limited experience within the four walls 
to the grim realities of the world 
outside.

The observance of the 2002 World 
Teachers' Day is a timely reminder to 
all of us about the importance of 
dialogue in our personal, professional 
and social life. Particularly in the 
professional sphere it underscores the 
value of fostering learning through 
dialogue with students. This goal can be 
accomplished if educational personnel 
have the requisite competence and skill 
acquired through quality training 
modules. By associating the 
transmission of knowledge with 
students' learning how to learn, the 
teacher can provide a truly meaningful 
and effective multi-cultural education 
based on critical thinking, 
understanding diversity of traditions, 
accepting differences, acknowledging

and respecting others.
Gone are the days when teachers 

were the mute observes, passive 
consumers, or ivory tower dreamers of 
the society. In the new millennium, they 
have made a significant departure from 
the culture of silence and have taken 
upon themselves the crucial role of 
active crusaders. Through training and 
development of specific skills teachers 
are leading global campaigns under 
various bodies and development 
organizations against evils of child 
labor and AIDS. Through their 
professional associations teachers have 
succeeded to a remarkable extent to 
create a unified voice to open a useful 
and socially productive dialogue with 
employers, governments and 
communities in defence of public 
education which is one of the key 
factors in the eradication of poverty, 
illiteracy, thereby paving the way for 
the achievement of sacred goals of 
freedom, democracy and sustainable 
human resources development.

If the 21st century is characterized by 
exploration and continual expansion, 
teachers are not lagging far behind. 
Under the path breaking leadership of 
global organizations as Global 
Campaign for Education and Education 
International, it participates in world 
congresses, regional conferences, 
meetings, symposia, workshops, and 
round tables and open dialogues 
between teachers of different religions, 
ethnicity and nations. It is heartening to 
note that there is now an efficient 
network of permanent dialogue of 
teachers with front ranking 
international bodies such as UNESCO, 
International Bureau of Education 
(IBE), the International Labor 
Organization (ILO), the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), the World Bank, 
UNICEF, the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD).

It is an era of reaching out. On the 9th 
Anniversary of World Teachers' Day 
let's pledge to strengthen this glorious 
movement and take it to greater highest. 
Time has arrived and the moment is 
now.

IMPORTANT 
CORRECTION

At the right bottom corner of this 
page of last week’s issue a note 
was published under the title “A 
NOTE TO OUR ESTEEMED 
READERS”.
In the note, a technical mistake 
led to publishing the wrong PO 
Box number.
Please be informed that the cor
rect mailing address is as follows: 
Attn. Dr. Sahu
Youth Forum - Yemen Times 
P.O. Box 2579 - Sanaa, Yemen 
Hence, please send your letters 
to the above address and not to 
the mistaken address mentioned 
last week. We apologize for the 
inconvenience.

YOUTH FORUM
Is Understanding a Desirable Skill?
As we know the English language consists 
of four main skills. These four skills can be 
integrated for a full understanding of what 
language is and what it is meant for.
For instance, you have a passage written in 
English accompanied by a recorded cas
sette, it will give you a chance of making a 
real integration of language skills. You may 
read this passage, and before reading, listen 
to your tape in order to improve your ability 
of reading. You can also make another inte
gration such as integrating writing skill with 
taking notes concerning specific information 
in that passage so as to help you in speak
ing. Yet, a factor that should not be lost sight 
of is understanding. It, therefore, seems 
worthwhile to understand the concept of 
understanding.
Understanding is the process of stimulating 
the mind to grasp ideas, notions, thoughts, 
and to think how to solve the problems that 
arise as well as how to cope with them.
For instance, put yourself in the position of 
an interpreter who accompanies a foreign

expert on some occasion. You may be a 
good interpreter, you may have the skill to 
interpret from English into Arabic in a fluent 
manner, yet on some occasion when this 
foreigner says "a change is as good as a 
rest’ you might not understand what this 
phrase really means. As a result, you may 
fail to interpret it into correct meaning.
From the above example it seems clear that 
understanding plays a critical role in the 
integration of skills. We may therefore clas
sify it as an intervening skill which has its 
own important place. At the outset it stimu
lates us towards analyzing and making 
sense of the new experience and second, it 
synthesizes ideas from the outside world 
and helps us to deal with them in an accu
rate manner.

Abdulqudoos Ghaleb Ali Al-Sabihi 
Aden University, 

College of Education, Toor al-Baha

Love you Forever
I would love you forever
Stay with you together

Give you whatever
My life... my soul
You're the only one whom I call
Take my heart... take my soul
I would say... baby don't be cruel
But I will love you forever
Stay with you together
Follow you wherever
To the sky... to the moon
I'm the only one you own
Share my joy... share my moan
Baby... I won’t leave you along
Just I will love you forever
Stay with you together
Be yours forever
You fellow... your shadow
I’ll be more than what you know
Don't say impossible... don't say no
No aim of living... if you go
So I will love you forever
Stay with you together
Come to you come whatever

Saba Jarallah Saleh Gawbah
Sana'a University

Faculty of Arts English Department

TIMES QUIZ (42)
Answer the following questions

1. Why Is sea water saline?
a) Due to the marine animals
b) It is a creation of God
c) Rivers carry soluble minerals 
from mountains, so water 
becomes saline
d) None of these

2. Lactometer is used to estimate 
the purity of
a) Water b) Lac
c) Milk d) Diamond

3. Orinthophilly is a term which 
explains
a) Migration of birds from cold 
zones to hot zones
b) Carnivorous behavior by birds
c) Flower pollination by birds
d) A piece of land marked off for

the study of birds

4. Deficiency of iodine in diet 
leads to
a) Diabetes b) Rheumatism
c) Rickets d) Goitre

5. What is the full form of the 
acronym CAT?

Answers to TIMES QUIZ (41)
1. Seed bearing plants are known as 

Angiosperms.
2. The sun consists of series of 

concentric shells.
3. Influenza, mumps, and measles 

are caused by viruses.
4. Deficiency of iodine in diet leads to 

goitre.
5. The full form of the abbreviation 

BP is Blood Pressure.
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Al-Mithaq week
ly, organ of the 
General People 
Congress (GPC) 
ruling party, 22 
Sept.2002

Main Headlines:
- President Saleh emphasizes impor

tance of documenting Yemen 
Revolution history

- Beginning of October, a protocol 
regulating Yemeni-Gulf relations 
to be signed

- Registering of voters starts begin
ning of October
Columnist Dr. Abdulaziz al- 

Makalih writes this week on women’s 
rights under the revolution. He says 
admits festivities marking the Yemeni 
revolution’s 40th anniversary, we have 
to pinpoint the gains scored by women 
in Yemen through these years since the 
eruption of September and October 
revolutions, which have been permeat
ed with undeniable obstacles and set
backs and conflicts.

Yemen woman has managed to 
prove her existence in the new reality. 
The birth of the revolution can be pre
sumed as beginning of a new history of 
the Yemeni women. It has ushered the 
date of her joining the primary, 
preparatory, secondary and university 
stages of education. It is the beginning 
of going to work beside her brother, 
forming a united force of joint change 
and energy for achieving development.

No one can exaggerate to mention 
that the woman has realized her com
plete victory over years of deprivation 
estrangement from reality. She has, 
however, a long way to go. But the dis
tance both man and woman have tra
versed can be considered amazing 
compared to the condition they were 
leading before the revolution. It is quite 
sufficient to cast a glance at education 
statistic that mentions that two million 
female children and girls are presently 
continuing their study in schools and 
universities, opposed to “Zero” before 
the change country has seeing by virtue 
of the revolution.

Attariq weekly, 
24 Sept. 2002

Main Headlines:
Parliamentary committee meets 
detainees at Security & Criminal 
Investigations Station
An unidentified persons denies 
arrest of Ramzy bin al-Shaibah 
PM Bajamal call for restructuring 
Hadramout Wadi economies
Sheik bin al-Ahmar: Aims of 26 
September Revolution not con
fined to one part of the homeland 
Inspection committee conducts 
investigation into conditions of al- 
Razi public hospital in Khanfar

Columnist Khalid Ali Tuaiman says 
despite that the strategic vision of 
Yemen’s economy put the growing 
unemployment at the forefront of 
blocks on the road of salvaging it. 
Nevertheless, the government says 
repeatedly it is not concerned with 
tackling the aggravating unemploy
ment, but within the limits of demand 
and supply laws of labors market. The 
government is taking the “labor mar
ket” a veil to hide behind and a pretext 
to run away from a problem into a cri
sis, because there isn’t any real labor 
market in our country. Our country is 
still labeled among the least developed 
countries and lacks to simplest found
ing a labor market. One wonders about 
what labor market our government is 
talking about.

Our government is ignoring a num
ber of facts indicating to causes of 
escalating rates of unemployment. 
These causes and factors do not lie in 
existence of variation between demand 
and supply in the alleged labor market, 
but rather in absence in practical plans 
and programs for comprehensive 
development. They also lie in the huge 
amounts of public funds devoured by 
corruption.

This and other factors our present 
government should not have ignored or 

skip over while claiming its being seri
ous in treating the deep failures. It 
should do so lest its media address 
should change into a kind of a practical 
joke.

RAY weekly, 
organ of the Sons 
of Yemen League 
party, 24 Sept. 
2002.

Main Headlines:
Elections Committee assails RAY 
party
National Security Apparatus 25 
officers to leave for U.S.A for 
training
Investigations into Raudha events 
disclose secrets related to “al- 
Qaeda"
Yemeni suspect terrorist seeks 
political asylum in Switzerland 
Israel threatens to deport Arafat, 
Ahmed Yassin
Military, leaves suspended in pre
caution to Eritrean escalation.

Mr. Abu Usama has written an arti
cle commenting on the recently-held 
expatriates conference in Sana'a. He 
says the government wants the expatri
ates return to invest in their home. The 
citizen also awaits this return and the 
expatriate is seeking it.

The government it is keen to offer all 
facilities and guarantees to the 
investors. Yemeni expatriates who 
posses capitals demand the removal of 
all hindrances on the road of their 
return. They complain of bureaucracy, 
inefficiency of infrastructure.

They demand for complete judicial 
system in order not to lose their rights 
and they are afraid of weakness of 
security and control of the influential.

These are rightful and reasonable 
fears and demands. The expatriates do 
not want to venture with their capitals. 
They would not be convinced by mere 
speeches and conferences lacking of 
practical steps.

Al-Balagh weekly, 
24 Sept.2002.

Main Headlines:
Under American pressure, political 
security refuses releasing terror
suspect detainees
After much effort, the parliament 
team managed to meet detainees 
suspected of terror
Eritrean provocation’s, the cause 
of tension with Yemen
Bohra sect responsibilities: U.S. 
ambassador incapable of penetrat
ing the sect
American intelligence readies for a 
large-scale secret operation in our 
country
American military building-up in 
the Horn of Africa targeting 
Yemen, Iraq, Somalia
Yemen demands America to repa
triate the Yemenis detainees in 
Guantanamo

The newspaper's editorial is devoted 
to the 40th anniversary of the Yemeni 
26 September revolution. It says cele
brating the revolution anniversary indi
cates that the revolutionary will is still 
active to realize the essential goal of 
the revolution; i.e. building the Yemeni 
man and liberating him from injustice 
and chains of poverty and backward
ness.

Undoubtedly, freedom, which is the 
groundwork of the start for building 
the self, has become the object our 
country's pride and pride of the politi
cal leadership that laid foundation of 
the freedom and still working on stabi
lizing it. The editorial maintains that 
while celebrating the revolution 
anniversary, the revolutionaries’ deter
minations to develop and upgrade the 
citizen’s status, must not got waned.

Determination must increase and 
take the course of uprooting deforma
tion and corruption the revolution 
march has met with in its course.

Al-Sahwa weekly, 
26 Sept. 2002.

Main headlines:
Islah party assistant secretary-gen
eral al-A’ansi: We reject bartering 
public interests for private interests 

- Deputy parliament speaker al-
Ra'ie attacks MP al-Wajeeh, par
liamentarians withdraw in protest 
Interior ministry admits violating 
the law
Eritrea maintains its provocations, 
arrests a number of fishermen 
Bintalib: detainees wait for a deci
sive decision by the parliament

Columnist Zaid al-Shami wrote an 
article on the 26 Sept. revolution con
firming that the revolution came to rep
resent great expectations for the 
Yemenis to move towards broader 
horizons of justice, equality and 
progress and talking part in the politi
cal life. Throughout forty years, many 
achievements have been realised and 
the citizen got the right to learn, 
assume the highest positions, he feels 
his freedom and dignity are safeguard
ed and he can sue any one. The citizen 
has also gained the right to work and 
earn his living and to move freely 
inside the country. Unfortunately, the 
writer maintains, these rights or gains 
began to dwindle and equality and jus
tice have changed into a dream. Duties 
are not at he same footing for all and 
the situation could also be applied to 
rights. Thus differentiation and nepo
tism have become the prominent char
acteristic prevalent in all dealings.

As for the rights they have become 
threatened; the right to education, med
ical treatment, public jobs and his right 
to political participation. Thus we have 
gone back to the situation more than 
forty years ago in fields of justice, and 
equality and these are factual remarks 
we put them before our officials.

Al-Wahdawi 
weekly, organ of 
the Nasserite 
People’s Unionist 
Organization, 24 
Sept. 2002.

Main Headlines:
Security bodies continue arresting 
those wanted by Washington

- Aden governor lays hold of gov
ernment house, sells for YR 45 
million
500 US commandos, 800 snipers 
and agents prepare to enter Yemen 
Overseeing and basic committees 
refuse parties replacement of their 
representatives

Mr Ahmed Jaber Afif says when the 
26 September revolution erupted the 
Yemeni people were looking for a sal
vaging outlet from the despotic 
Imamate rule. The revolution was an 
outcome of the struggle of the national 
movement since the beginning of the 
thirties. The maturity has reached the 
stage of conviction, i.e. all the people 
were wanting the change and salvation. 
Differences aggravated among people, 
especially since the seventies, were 
because of overweighing the personal 
interests and running after material 
benefits. I have been always supporting 
the ’’dissolving” of differences 
between classes because there were not 
differences in the full sense of the 
word. At present we are surprised that 
the real differences have not been 
known but at the present time. Those 
who devastated, and plundered the 
public property under the pretext of the 
revolution are not to be deemed as 
from among the revolutionaries.

The 26 September revolution, and 
before it the revolution of 1948, and all 
their sincere men have worked for 
achieving equality among people and 
social justice. This is the essence of the 
aims of the revolution and its princi
ples, added to them education and 
health.

World Press
Major news items in leading international newspapers Provided by Xinhua

Egypt
Al Ahram

The traffic jam in Cairo would 
continue within the upcoming 20 
years, said Dr Nagaya, representa
tive of the Japanese International 
Cooperation Agency, who chairs the 
task force in charge of drawing up 
study on Cairo traffic.

The traffic conditions in Cairo 
would be critical, Nagaya said, call
ing for preparing a comprehensive 
plan to face the problem.

Al Akhbar
Egyptian President Hosni 

Mubarak understands Sudan’s condi
tions well and is keen on the unity of 
Sudan and its national security.

Sudanese Minister of Information 
and Telecommunications Az-zahawi 
Malik was quoted as saying.

The minister added that Mubarak 
and his Sudanese counterpart Omar 
Al-Bashir believe that the Egyptian- 
Sudanese ties and Arab national 
unity are hinged upon unity of 
Sudan’s south and north.

Al Gomhuria
Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed 

Maher has denied the country’s 
mediation in the Iraqi file.

Maher, in a statement, also called 
on Iraq to comply with the interna
tional resolutions and voiced hope 
that the Iraqi crisis would be diplo
matically settled.

U.S.A
The Washington Post

The Bush administration is pro
posing a fundamental redrawing of 
the rules that govern U.N. weapons 
inspections in Iraq, seeking guaran
tees that inspectors be protected by 
armed UN security forces and grant
ed immediate access to all Iraqi terri
tory.

A massive local and US federal 
police force outnumbered and over
whelmed anti-globalization protest
ers Friday in downtown Washington 
and quickly stamped out sporadic 
acts of vandalism in a morning of 
demonstrations that ended with hun
dreds of arrests.

The New York Times
US liberal Democrats, led by 

Senator Edward M. Kennedy of 
Massachusetts, voiced reservations 
Friday about giving President Bush a 
free hand to attack Iraq before a new, 
tougher set of United Nations 
inspections is put into effect.

Lawyers for the US General 
Accounting Office and Vice 
President Dick Cheney clashed 
Friday before a federal judge over 
which branch of government’s claim 
is paramount: the executive power to 
keep records confidential or the leg
islative right to investigate how pub
lic money is spent.

Britain
Financial Times

Thousands of city jobs were at risk 
as big investment banks hurriedly 
draw up plans to appease regulators 
by stripping out their research opera
tions.

The Times
Britain and the United States are 

asking the United Nations to give 
Iraq a 30-day deadline to declare its 
weapons of mass destruction, or face 
military attack. The draft Security 
Council resolution being promoted 
by British and US officials would 
demand that Iraq make full disclo
sure before the deadline of its banned 
ballistic missiles and chemical, bio
logical and nuclear weapons pro
grams, diplomats said.

The Daily Telegraph
Girls as young as 11 will be able to 

obtain the morning-after pill at a 
London school without their parent's

consent. If the scheme is successful, 
it could be extended to every second
ary school in a borough of London 
which has the fifth highest teenage 
pregnancy rate in inner London. The 
head-mistress of the school said her 
school was trying to behave respon
sibly.

The Independent
Charles Clarke, the Labor Party 

Chairman, said Friday Britain 
should join the euro as soon as possi
ble to maximize its influence in the 
European Union.

The Guardian:
Britain and the US are proposing a 

seven-day UN deadline for Saddam 
Hussein to agree to disarm and open 
his palaces for searches of hidden 
weapons, a Bush administration offi
cial and UN diplomats said Friday 
night.

German
Frankfurter Allgemeine:

Leading politicians of the govern
ing Social Democratic Party demand
ed tax increases five day after the 
general election. Opposition says it’s 
“electoral fraud.”

Sueddeutchse Zeitung:
The debate in the UN Security 

Council over an Iraq resolution 

entered the decisive phase. The 
United States and Britain want to 
draw the other three countries with 
veto right in the council—France, 
Russia and China—to their side.

Die Welt:
The telecommunication company 

Mobilcom plans to cut 1,850 of its 
total 4,200 jobs and close three bases.

India
Indian Express

In a significant headway in investi
gations, the two terrorists who 
stormed the Swaminarain temple in 
west India’s Gujarat state were Friday 
identified as Pakistanis as police 
detained the driver and the owner of 
the car used by them.

The Hindu
Taking a big leap in air power, 

India Friday inducted the state-of-the- 
art multi-role Russian fighter aircraft 
Sukhoi (SU-30 MKI), giving a cutting 
edge to the country’s air force.

Hindustan Tinies
An Indian armed forces contingent 

Friday left here for Alaska to partici
pate in a joint Indo-US exercise aimed 
at achieving inter-operability of land 
and air forces.

Kenya
Kenya Times

Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi 
has directed Police Commissioner 
Philemon Abong’o to arrest politi
cians over utterances that are likely 
to harm Kenyans, stressing that 
peace should prevail in all statements 
leaders uttered.

Daily Nation
Kenya’s draft constitution was 

launched Friday and a 30-day count
down to a National Constitutional 
Conference was announced from 
Saturday.

Pakistan

The News:
President Pervez Musharraf on 

Friday rejected the Indian allega
tion of Pakistan’s involvement in 
the recent temple killing in 
Gujarat, saying, “This is totally a 
misperception.”

Dawn:
Pakistan was elected to the UN 

Security Council on Friday after 
seven years.

Daily Times
Pakistan’s foreign exchange 

reserves now stand at 8.1 billion 
US dollars, Finance Minister 
Shaukat Aziz told the media in 
Washington on Thursday.

Philippine
Manila Bulletin:

US warplanes struck Basra airport 
in southern Iraq and knocked out its 
radar Friday, as Russia poured cold 
water on Washington’s efforts to win 
official UN backing for making war 
on Baghdad.

The Philippine Star:
Members of the rebel New 

People’s Army attacked a police sta
tion in Lopez town in the northern 
province of Quezon on Friday, 
killing the police chief and wound
ing two of his men.
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MUS'ID & MUS’IDA
First Ever Yemeni Radio Series published In a newspaper

27

Written by
Abdulrahman Mutahhar

Translated by 
Janet Watson

Worries of Youth
Ma - Whoever said, ‘Only ever attack some
one who's just finished fighting, and leave 
other people to sort out their own arguments'' 
was right. Bringing up children and dealing 
with them requires wisdom and patience. And 
there you are leaping into the deep end 
before you've learnt how to swim. Hot tem
pered is an understatement!
M - It’s just like you to say something like 
that! I can't do anything to please you! If I'm 
patient with the children and deal with them 
gently, you say I’m not tough enough with 
them and they don’t have any respect for me. 
If I get tough with them, you say I do nothing 
but shout at them!
Ma - Okay, fine, but moderation is best in all 
things: don't slacken the rope so much that it 
sags, and don't pull it to the point of breaking. 
M - Now what? I'm at your command - tight
en the rope and slacken it off as you will and 
don’t take any notice of me. After all, I’m only 
your private secretary!
Ma - Don’t be stupid! You know I don't think 
you’re my secretary, but show some regard 
for your son. You know how the Yemeni say
ing goes, 'Son, one day you’ll have your own 
son.’2
M - Come on! Let him show me some regard 
for fear of God, Mus’ida! I’m doing my best! I 
would love to build him a villa, furnish it, 
marry him off, give him his own car, and put 
a salary into the bank for him every month, 
but you know I don’t have the means!
Ma - You don't need to build him a villa or 
give him a bank account, for goodness sake!

Just be there for him - see what he wants 
and help him as well as you can.
M - What he wants, Mus’ida, is for me to get 
him engaged just like his friends who are 
already engaged and flashing their engage
ment rings around!
Ma - I really don’t care what other people 
think, and nor should he. Everyone should be 
their own person.
M - That's exactly what I told him - educat
ed, self-confident young men should be 
above the scorn of other people and not give 
it a moment’s thought.
Ma - Absolutely! But the boy is very sensi
tive. He gets upset for a month by anything 
that's said, even if it’s of no consequence.
M - And if I say anything that upsets him, I’m 
at your mercy, even to the point of you telling 
me to go and get him engaged this minute!
Ma - It’s not the time for getting engaged. If 
only you could talk to him and convince him 
properly and make him feel a bit better. But 
you jump down his throat like a cat leaping 
onto a mouse - Get out of my sight! Shut that 
door! Make sure I never hear that sort of talk 
from you again! First thing you can do is turn 
round! Go out and earn your own living!
M - Now what! Don't you gang up with him 
against me like that! Find him a job which 
brings in 30,000 riyals, then you can pay 
150,000 for the engagement, and put aside 
1,200,000 for the wedding and I'll be ready to 
marry him off straight away.
Ma - I’m not daft, I know exactly what my 
son's like, Mus'id. He’s ready to rush about,

but when it comes to worries and responsibil
ities, he can't manage any more than he’s 
already got on his shoulders.
M - I took his worries from him, dumped 
them in the middle of the floor, and made 
them as light as a feather. I said to him, 'Son, 
you keep comparing yourself with people 
who are luckier than you, and that makes you 
dissatisfied with your lot. That way you're 
making yourself unhappy. Our Prophet 
(PBUH) advised us to compare ourselves 
with people who are less fortunate than our
selves so that we can appreciate how well off 
we are and make sure we stay on the true 
path.'
Ma - What a fine speech!
M - Hang on, I haven't finished! I said, 'Son, 
you're concerned about how you’re going to 
get a job and who'll employ you. And again 
you're making unnecessary worries for your
self. God Almighty, He alone is the Creator 
and the Provider and the one who sorts out 
all the concerns of his creation. All we have to 
do is look around and do our best. "If one 
door shuts before you, a hundred doors will 
open."3'
Ma - You’re absolutely right!
M - I also told him, ‘If I were to marry you off 
as you are now, without any work and unable 
to bear the responsibilities of marriage, you'd 
simply end up being a burden to me, and this 
is one of the reasons that marriages fail.’

1 Cf. al-Akwa', p. 925.
2 Cf. Zayd. p. 20.
3 Al-Akwa'. p. 119. From a Humaymi poem.

Horoscope
by Boadachia

Aries (Mar 21 - Apr 19)
You have to figure out what 
appeals to your needs and feel 
free to invite whatever is 
necessary to accomplish that. 
Recognize that your desires are

very diverse and you need the autonomy to 
pursue whatever you fancy at the moment. You 
can make the strongest connection with 
yourself, and others, when you are open- 
minded and tolerant of your own likes and 
dislikes. Hence, unraveling your freedom to 
interact with your environment as you wish.

Taurus (Apr 20 - May 20) 
Those who succeed in life know 
the answers to these questions: 
What do you want? Why do you 
want it? And, how are you going 
to achieve it? Defining what you 

want is about asking yourself who you want to 
become. If you were to make all your dreams 
real, and do what it takes to do that, what would 
your life look like? Asking yourself why you want 
it is really about emotion. How would you feel if 
you were to achieve what you want? And why 
would you feel that way?

Gemini (May 21 - Jun 20)
The experience of being able to 
be anywhere, doing anything, is 
so valuable to you right now. It 
shows you, that even though 
Geminis have a reputation for

being scattered, you actually can have it all. By 
being so versatile, many options are available 
to you. It's like being able to enjoy a buffet, 
instead of one main course. And buffets, if 
arranged correctly, have a system in of 
themselves, which detracts from any "scattered" 
feeling. Got it?

Cancer (Jun 21 - Jul 22)
Find some peace and quiet this 
week, as you will need to 
prepare for next month. That is 
when life becomes busier and 
things you've been wanting

appear. Life may have been hectic last month, 
but not very fulfilling. This "limbo” time is very 
critical, in that you really do need to get your 
rest. It gives both your body and mind time to 
get grounded again. There will be a pay-off, and 
the price will be giving it your all. So, r-e-l-a-x, 
for now.

Leo (Jul 23 - Aug 22)
It's going to take reaching the 
down and dirty truth, feeling raw, 
and being slapped in the face to 
finally get yourself to the 
remarkable place that awaits

your arrival. Eventually, the time comes when 
the false picture must be unmasked. That time 
is now. But remember, once you rip the band
aid off, (or it's ripped off for you) you will be 
ready to jump and leap once again, with your 
true optimistic nature.

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sep 22)
Be sure to "feel" life, not plan it. 
Be sure to express yourself and 
take your time in finding the 
beauty and wonders of life. It will 
always be appropriate to turn 

toward your strict sense of duty and service, 
when you choose again. But once it’s too late, 
there's no turning back.

Libra (Sep 23 - Oct 22)
You've given others the 
feedback they desired and 
handled them gently through all 
their fears and insecurities. And 
that leaves you where? One

heck of a nice person. Now, it's time to get 
yourself on the right page, the one that's just for 
you, the one that fits right, and is correct for all 
your life situations. Don't be afraid to ask others 
for the same thing you've been giving 
them....the ability to feed your needs, as you 
wish, not as they deem to be the best for you.

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21)
You're not exactly prone to 
anxiety and fears, or at least you 
don't show it. But, it's time to get 
vulnerable and share your 
insecurities with others. You're at

risk for closing your heart and losing your ability 
to dive in with all the passion and lust that you 
are known for. But, if you're still clinging to the 
scary notions that you’re going to get screwed 
anyway, so why bother, well, then expect to 
invite more events which reflect your fears.

Sagittarius (Nov22 - Dec 21) 
Did you ever notice, that when 
you get to tomorrow it's an 
endless cycle of trying to think 
again, about what you want for 
the future? If you really want to 

use your sign's higher vibrations, you will begin 
to see the purpose of where you are currently. 
When you do that, you will learn how to laugh at 
yourself and your life situations. When you 
laugh, you're already having more fun. Giving 
into joy has been an ongoing theme you've 
needed to break through these last several 
weeks, and it continues some more.

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19)
You continue to have 
opportunities to excel. An 
environment is being created 
where you can achieve your 
dreams with your career. Pursue

professional growth right now, whether that 
means leaving for a new job or asking for more 
responsibility at your current workplace, or even 
starting your own business! Just know that you 
are qualified for anything you wish to pursue 
and it is the perfect time to strut your stuff.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18) 
When you begin to get to know 
yourself better, you become 
more satisfied with how you are 
living your life. It's prime cosmic 
time for you to open up to life

choices that will bring real fulfillment and 
stimulation. You don't like being bored and 
doing the same thing for too long, as it is. You 
could really top off all this energy if you had 
someone who shared this sense of adventure 
and was will to take off into new territory with 
you.

Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20)
You try to do what is right, yet 
you're so different than everyone 
else, it's impossible to please 
yourself and the world you live 
in. In the process, you get close

to losing yourself. You forget who you are 
versus who everyone else is. Underneath, you 
are definitely still an individual, but you've 
become too assimilated with everyone else. All 
this frustration is easily cured by just getting 
yourself back again. Remind yourself of who 
you need to be and what makes you feel good 
about your life.
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1-Games-North Korea start on 
winning note, Afghans routed

PUSAN, South Korea (Reuters) - 
There were contrasting fortunes for 
North Korea and Afghanistan as both 
countries embarked on a new era in 
international competition in the Asian 
Games football tournament.

North Korea, who are taking part in 
a major sporting event south of the bor
der for the first time, beat Hong Kong 
2-1 in their group F opener thanks to an 
82nd minute winner from striker Hong 
Yong-jo at Changwon Stadium in 
Pusan.

But Afghanistan mounted little 
resistance against defending champi
ons Iran as they were hammered 10-0 
on their first appearance at the Asian 
Games since Hiroshima in 1994.

North Korea barely threatened in the 
first half but they took the lead in the 
59th minute when midfielder Han 
Song-chol pounced on a loose ball after 
Jon Yong-chol had hit the post.

Poon Yiu Cheuk equalised for Hong 
Kong with a well struck free-kick in 
the 67th minute but North Korea had 
the final word as Hong conjured up 
space on the edge of the box to fire a 
right-foot shot into the bottom corner.

Meanwhile, striker Alireza Vahedi 
Nikbakht scored five as Iran crushed 
Afghanistan to spoil their return to the 
Asian Games football competition

after a 48-year absence at Gudeok 
Stadium.

Iran ran riot in the second half, scor
ing seven times with veteran forward 
Ali Daei coming off the bench in the 
66th minute to score the final two in a 
one-sided group E opener.

“I was satisfied with the way the 
players performed today. But we came 
here hoping to win matches, so I have 
to be disappointed with the result,” said 
Afghanistan coach Mir Ali Asgar.c The 
Asian Games have officially opened 
yesterday, Sunday September 29.

Afghanistan's football team before their match with Iran - Reuters

President honors junior football team
Sana’a, Sep 26 (Saba)- The president 
of the republic Ali Abdullah Saleh 
along with vice president Abdu Rabu 
Hadi and officials of the sports min
istry honored on Thursday members of 
the national team of juniors as well as 
the technical and administrative staff. 
President granted the order of merits in 
sporting to 48 sportsmen in apprecia
tion for the honourable results the team 
achieved in its outstanding participa
tion in the finals of the Asian nations 
held in UAE during the period from7 - 
22of current month.
The team qualified to the finals of the 
World Cup and it secured the second 
position in the finals of the Asian Cup. 
The president expressed his apprecia
tions for the excellent performance of 
the junior team urging them to exert 
more efforts to achieve excellent 
results in the finals of the World Cup of 
Juniors. President praised the efforts

exerted by the couch of the team, 
Ameen Assunaini, which resulted in 
achieving honourable results for the 
team of juniors and reflected the high 
competence of the national cadres. He 
directed the government to give more

care of the youth sector and develop 
their abilities and skills in all fields 
including the sports. He also directed 
the ministry of sports to take care of 
the junior teams to support the nation
al teams in the future.

Yemeni junior football team: the team of ‘hope’
Photo courtesy Saba News Agency

Sam Yemen International 
School achieves a leading rank

w ith confident steps and 
renewed energies, the 
Sam Yemen International 
Schools (SYIS) were able 
to achieve a leading rank

among other private schools in Yemen. 
By having the top high school graduate 
(with highest grades in the republic), 
SYIS have proven that they provide the 
best education and highest quality 
instruction to all their students. The 
school’s curriculum is based on the well- 
respected curricula that are based on 
international standards.
On this occasion, the top-notch high 
school graduated attributed their success 
to SYIS that offered them the best 
education environment and best 
teachers.

Mr. Shoban V. Chakrala, the Head of 
the Scientific Department of SYIS said, 
“The level of the books followed in SYIS 
is very high. We follow the ‘AS’ level in all 
the subjects.
Understanding ability of Yemen students 
is good but as it is normal in every level, 
not all the students can understand at 
once, ; but there are brilliant Yemenis 
who can build a strong intellectual and 
well-developed Yemen in future.

Jamal Abdulnasir Al-Zindani, who 
became the first in the republic in the 
Scientific English department said, “I attrib
ute my success in achieving the first rank in 
the republic to my school after God. My 
school enabled me to explore my talents 
and enhance my skills as it offered me 
highly qualified teachers with excellent 
pedagogic abilities. Through its excellent 
system, the school seems to be looking for 
the best staff and has given me the capa
bilities to travel abroad to gain my higher 
studies.”

Tharan Ahmed Abdulrahman Al-lryani, who became 
the third in the Republic in the Scientific English 
department, “I could not find any other school with 
such a strong curriculum and student-friendly school 
as that of the SYIS. I was always with the management 
as the chairman of the students union, and can frankly 
tell you that the management deals with its students 
just like parents. They used to give us all that we need
ed either for our own studies or for other sports and 
leisure activities not provided in other universities. I 
have studied for the last five years at SYIS and I am 
currently training in computers and preparing myself to 
travel to Canada for higher studies.

Adel George Fahmi, a Sudanese student, 
became the fourth in the republic in the 
Scientific English department said, “My 
school is excellent in all aspects. It pro
vides its students with many things and the 
school’s curriculum is British. Hence, there 
are tremendous efforts exerted in all aca
demic fields to create a well-qualified stu
dent.
I enrolled in the school four years ago and 
I have now applied to study at the 
University of Science and Technology.
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Scientific Miracle :
Blind man drives car using “Artificial Eye”

By Dobelle Institute
ARTIFICIALVISION.COM

A
 totally blind man has 
been able to drive a 
car, using a new “elec
tronic eye:” like the 
glasses worn by 

Geordi La Forge the “Chief Engineer” 
in Star Trek. “ The patient drove slow
ly and entirely on private property” ... 
cautioned Dr. Wm. H. 
Dobelle, addressing the 
48th meeting of the 
American Society for 
Artificial Internal Organs, 
Thursday in New York at 
the New York Hilton. He 
added that, “as our tech
nology improves, and 
becomes less costly, 
Braille will become obso
lete, the long cane will 
become obsolete and the 
guide dog will become 
obsolete as surely as the 
airplane replaced the 
steamship.”

His team, at The Dobelle

Institute (Portugal) Lda announced 
that their functional “artificial eye” for 
the blind was now available commer
cially. They reported eight cases from 
six countries. Two years ago, the same 
team reported implantation of a proto
types in “Jerry” and Dan,” the result 
of research which began in 1968.

The systems, implanted in Lisbon, 
Portugal in April, 2002, cost $75,000. 
USD each, including all hospitaliza

tion, and surgical 
fees. In several 
cases, foreign gov
ernment insurance 
plans paid all or part 
of this cost, but the 
majority of the 
money was raised 
privately by each 
individual patient. 
Additional implants 
are scheduled to 
begin in June, 2002. 
New systems will 
cost $98,000.

A miniature tele
vision camera is 
mounted on the lens

of sunglasses, sending its’ image to a 
microcomputer on the belt. This 
microcomputer processes the data and 
decides which electrodes to stimulate, 
controlling a stimulator- also worn on 
the belt. Cables from the stimulator 
enter the head through a “percuta
neous pedestal,” screwed to the skull, 
is like a tiny fire hydrant sticking 
through the skin. This connects to 
electrodes on the surface of the visual 
parts of the brain.

All of the patients lost their vision 
by trauma and none of them were can
didates for retinal implants. In fact, 
very few blind patients have an intact 
retina and are candidates for retinal 
implants. All 16 bilateral implants in

eight patients produced excellent dis
plays of “phosphenes,” which is the 
term for flashes of light created by 
stimulation of the brain.

Continued on page 14

above: scene with artificial eye 
below: scene with healthy normal eye

Totally blind man driving a car in his own property
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