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Sept. 29 fatal firefight near British Embassy

Gun battle ‘normal accident’
By Mohammed al-Qadhi
Yemen Times Staff

Sheikh Abdullah bin Hussein al-Ahmar, 
Speaker of Parliament and Chairman of Islah 
Party, says the shootout between his sons and 
police in Sana'a last Sunday is no big deal.

Varying reports suggest at least two and as 
many as four men - three soldiers and one 
Yemeni passerby - died in the firefight that 
erupted near the British embassy in Sana’a.

Al-Ahmar, however, describes the incident 
as ‘a normal accident,’ pointing out in press 
statements that some people in the govern­
ment have tried to make a mountain out of a 
molehill.

He said the government is making the issue 
part of electoral propaganda.

The shootout, which lasted at least 30 min­
utes, erupted after two sons of al-Ahmar want­
ed to park their cars in a closed area near the 

embassy.
The son of al-Ahmar, Kahtan, and one of 

his escorts were among the injured.
Official sources have accused al-Ahmar’s 

sons of breaking the law and starting the gun 
battle, which sheikh al-Ahmar denies strongly. 
He holds the policemen accountable, claiming 
they are unqualified and unable to perform 
their job well.

Continued on page 3.

Guns are a hot issue - again -- in Yemen after the Sept. 29 fatal firefight in Sana’a, recent disturbances at election registration stations. 
The ease of purchase, as shown in this gun shop in Jehanena, is one problem. See The Times’ opinion on page 12. (File photo)

2003 national election

Blood mars registration
By Mohammed bin Sallam 
and Hassan al-Zaidi 
Yemen Times Staff

Armed clashes tainted some voter regis­
tration centers this week, as an estimated 
one million voters signed up for 2003 
national elections.

A bloody start
During the four days of the voters’ reg­

istration for the upcoming parliamentary 
elections, tens were reported injured 
because of violence.

The Supreme Committee for Elections 
(SCE) declared that one million eligible 
voters have already registered for the elec­
tions, expected to be more violent than 
local council elections held in 2001.

Most of the clashes occurred in Ibb, 
Hajja, Saada, Jowf, and Mareb gover­
norates because of disputes over lists of

voters and also because of political and 
party-related issues.

In Mareb governorate’s center number 
279, an outbreak of violence resulted in 
the injury of a number of citizens. The dis­
pute was in lists of members of electoral 
committees.

In Taiz governorate’s center number 48, 
in the Maqbana constituency, four men 
were injured after the head of the Islah 
party fired at the security committee rep­
resentatives to prevent them from moving 
from the center to other branch centers in 
the constituency due to an argument with 
the ruling Party General People's 
Congress (GPC).

An official source at the Ministry of 
Interior said that the Islah party’s branch 
in Maqbana attempted to fire at Colonel 
Saleh Al-Dhanin, head of Brigade 33.

Continued on page 3

Yemen outraged 
over US naming 

Jerusalem ‘capital’
By Mohammed Binsallam
Yemen Times Staff

Sana’a — Yemen is rejecting the U.S. Congress’ 
recent decision that names Jerusalem as capital of 
Israel. The U.S. has also decided to move the U.S. 
embassy to Jerusalem.

Yemen has given a warning to the UN Security 
Council, and all countries keen on peace, to refute the 
decision because it will bring more instability to the 
region.

Yemen’s foreign ministry said Wednesday Yemen 
believes the U.S move ignores relevant UN Security 
Council resolutions at a time the U.S. is threatening to 
attack Iraq.

Sources at the foreign ministry maintained that 
Congress’ decision is a threat to the international 
community as it tries to find a just peace in the region.

Continued on page 3
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Yemeni sentenced to 
6 months in US jail

By Yemen Times Staff

A former Yemeni college student in 
the USA was sentenced last 
Wednesday to six months behind bars 
for lying to a U.S. immigration officer, 
according to Associated Press.

The US authorities suspect Mohdar 
Abdullah of helping three Sep. 11 
hijackers get driver’s licenses and 
establish themselves in the US.

Mohdar, a former student at San 
Diego University, has been in custody 
since shortly after the September ter­
rorist attacks.

With credit for time served, he was 
to be set free Wednesday to the 
Immigration and Naturalization serv­
ice for deportation.

Mohdar, 24, acknowledged that he 
lied to the immigration officer when he 
told him he entered the US on Dec.7, 
1998 at New York on an Italian pass­
port. He actually entered three days

later from Canada on a Yemeni pass­
port.

Prosecutors accused Mohdar of 
telling the hijackers Nawaf Alhamzi 
and Khalid Almihdar how to get social 
security cards and California driver’s 
licenses. They also accused him of 
arranging flight lessons and regularly 
dining, working and praying with the 
hijackers.

The FPI agents said in court papers 
that Mohdar remained illegally in the 
US to help the hijackers and/or any 
future hijackers in the furtherance of 
terrorist activities against people in the 
US.

But, Mohdar’s attorney, Kerry 
Steigerwalt, said the allegations were 
never substantiated. He insisted his 
client had only accident contact with 
the hijackers without advance knowl­
edge of the attacks.

The sentencing did not address these 
allegations.

Health workers trained
The Yemeni-German project for 

productive health, sponsored by the 
GTZ, has organized on October 6, a 
training course for health workers in 
the governorate of Mareb.

The training course, in cooperation 
with the Childhood and Motherhood 
Office in Mareb, was attended by 32 
trainees. It trained health workers in 
identifying the training needs for 
provinces.

Mrs. Naifa Ahmed Khuziem, mem­
ber of the permanent team of the gov­

ernorate, said the course aimed to 
educate the participants on the ways 
of identifying the training needs and 
they, in turn, will train other health 
staff in the rural areas how to fight 
epidemic diseases like diarrhea and 
malaria.

The supportive team of the gover­
norate, in cooperation with GTZ and 
health office of Mareb held many 
training courses earlier this year with 
a plan to qualify the health workers in 
Mareb.

Qatar mediates fishing dispute
By Yemen Times Staff

The government of Qatar is exerting 
efforts to sort out the difference 
between Yemen and Eritrea regarding 
the explanation of the International 
Court Arbitration verdict on fishing off 
their waters.

The two countries have different 
interpretations of the verdict.

The Qatari minister paid a short visit 
to Eritrea last Friday before flying to 
Yemen. He met the Eritrean president 
and discussed with him several issues 
including the differences between 
Yemen and Eritrea.

Eritrean sources said the two offi­

cials discussed the Yemeni-Eritrean 
conflict relating to the fishing rights.

The Eritrean interpretation of the 
verdict is that Yemeni fishermen have 
no right of fishing in Eritrean waters.

Yemen believes the verdict gives the 
two sides the same rights and is ready 
to go back to the International 
Arbitration court to clarify the essence 
of the verdict.

It also is showing willingness to 
accept any third party to end the misin­
terpretation of the verdict.

The Eritrean president told the 
Qatari minister that he hopes Yemen 
will stop violating the Eritrean waters. 
Yemen has complained that its fishers

were repeatedly arrested and disturbed 
by the Eritrean authorities.

Eritrea occupied the Hunaish Great 
Island in 1995. The two countries 
resorted to the international arbitration.

In 1998, the international court 
passed its verdict which ensured the 
Yemeni right to own the island.

Meanwhile, The Qatari Foreign 
Minister, met last Saturday with 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh. An offi­
cial source said they discussed the 
bilateral relations, the ongoing events 
in the Palestinian territories, as well as 
the US threats to strike Iraq, but it’s 
unknown to what extent the fishing rul­
ing was discussed.

Investment opportunities 
in Yemen to be reviewed

Yemen Prime Minister Dr. 
Abdulqader Bajammal is due to fly to 
Paris, France on October 18, to take 
part in the International Conference 
for European, French and Yemeni 
businessmen.

The conference will deal with 
investment opportunity atmosphere 
available in Yemen.

The conference is sponsored by the 
World Bank.

In this respect, the Industry and 
Commerce Chamber in Aden has 
demanded businessmen who are to 
take part in the conference, to provide 
information about companies and 
agencies and their economic enterpris­
es along with trade investment aspects.

Water crisis discussed
Creating a government ministry for 

water is among the suggestions of a 
water development official as Yemen 
tries to deal with its impending short­
age.

E. Gamal M. Abdu, chairman of the 
General Authority of Water Resources, 
said a new ministry would help deal 
with issue.

He recently lead a workshop in 
Sana’a focusing on the threat Yemen’s 
water shortage.

He spoke about what has been

achieved so far to deal with the prob­
lem, indicating that the state has con­
ducted many administrative and insti­
tutional reforms which have resulted in 
establishing an independent national 
water authority.

It is accountable to the cabinet 
directly, trains local cadres and reforms 
the water sector administrative board.

“There is also another workshop to 
be held for governors of the republic to 
discuss water problems in Yemen,” he 
said.

How the Germans 
see things

The Yemeni Center for Strategic 
Studies in Sana’a, is organizing a lec­
ture on “The German vision on world 
economic, cultural and political 
issues.”

These issues focus on the Arabic - 
Israeli conflict, the Iraqi issue, rela­
tions between rich and poor people of 
the world, problems of cultures and 
religions, the religious characteristics 
of Islam, and the right of nations to 
choose their lifestyles.

The lecture is to be delivered by Mr. 
Indria Christ, the political councillor 
of the German embassy.

China 
celebrates 

it’s birth as 
republic

ADEN — To celebrate the 53rd 
anniversary of the Republic of China, 
the Chinese consul in Aden held on 
September 30 a ceremony in Sheraton 
Goldmore Hotel in which a number of 
political and social personalities as 
well as businessmen and diplomats 
attended.

In the ceremony, the General Consul 
expressed his happiness about that 
great occasion that all Chinese cele­
brate, showing all the achievements 
that China has gained in various lev­
els.

He also congratulated the Yemeni 
government and people on the 40th 
anniversary of 26 September indicat­
ing to the bilateral relationship 
between the two friendly countries.

Growth of 
cities discussed

How to deal with the rapid growth 
of Arab cities was on the agenda of 
The Arabic Institute for Developing 
Cities, during a symposium it held 
October 1.

The participants discussed some 
experiences in urban planning involv­
ing Arab cities such as Riyadh City.

An overview of city growth and 
development from the 19th century to 
now was given.

Asian foundation 
helps the needy 
The Asian Committee, a branch of 

the Harameen Saudi Charitable 
Foundation, is implementing a number 
of charitable developmental programs 
in Yemen.

It has distributed seven big refriger­
ators in Wadi Hadramout in coopera­
tion with the Ashafa’ai Charitable 
Foundation, and it has distributed 
donations for citizens whose houses 
and properties were damaged by 
floods in Tareem City.

The Al Harameen Foundation has 
opened it first office in Yemen, in 
Sana’a recently through which it is 
going to provide assistance for Salvia 
Da’awa Centers (Islamic groups), 
Supporting orphans Centers, and suc­
coring poor people.

Another aid for Yemeni women
For the first time ever, the Women’s 

Forum for Researches and Training 
(WFRT) is organizing a training course 
for human rights and gender trainers, 
from October 5 to 7, in Taiz.

The course includes 25 participants 
representing NGOs working for human 
rights and women associations from 
different governorates: Sana’a. Aden,

Taiz, Hadramout, Abyan, and Dhamar.
The course aims at developing 

trainee’s skills in analyzing and com­
paring human rights culture, to enable 
them to connect these skills with local 
law and culture. They are to be able to 
take part in human rights and gender 
awareness programs and design strate­
gies and plans for NGOs.

UAE pays for new hospital
An agreement has been signed at 

the Public Health Ministry for 
establishing a special hospital for 
childhood and motherhood, paid by 
Sheikh Zaid Bin Sultan, president of 
the United Arab Emirates.

The total cost of the project 
amounts US $3.5 million. It has been

signed by Dr. Abdunasser Al 
Monaibari, minister of public health 
and Mr. Ateeq Al Mahdi, of Zaid 
charitable Foundation of Emirates.

The hospital is to be built in bani 
Al Hareth, province north of the cap­
ital Sana’a with a capacity of 130 
beds.
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Yememi women have a 
long, long way to go ... baby

By Fahmia al-Fotih
Yemen Times Staff

T
here remains a long way 
to go to improve the rights 
of Arab women, according 
to experts holding a sym- 
posium on the issue 

recently.
In conjunction with Oxfam-British 

organization, the Sisters Arab Forum 
for Human Rights (SAF), held the 
symposium titled “Women Rights and 
the Need to a judicial Amendment.”

Among the speakers was Jordanian 
lawyer Ms. Asma Khadir, the Director 
of National Institute for Women 
Cooperation and the Sudanese expert 
in human rights, Mr. Ahmed al-Obaid.

Eliminating discriminatory laws 
against women in the Yemen was part 
of the discussion.

Khadir indicated that women in the 
Arab world are still kept from certain 
studies. “ We have to ask, why have

we been taught all the subjects except 
law?” she inquired.

“Women around the world have 
been exposed to discrimination as they 
have lived under masculine societies 
wanting to control, and possess them. 
That’s why feminist movements have 
emerged, she said.

Khadir added that all Arab laws 
should make clear the equality between 
men and women.

She pointed out that the problem is 
not in the laws as much as it is in the 
culture itself, representing social con­

ventions and traditions.
“Women’s issues are society’s 

issues, as she is the half of the society. 
We have to invest in women, she said. 
“We have to realize what our rights are 
and we should not give up or submit.”

Rajeh Honish and Sultan Hizam, 
members of parliament, Frances Gay, 
British ambassador, Mohammed Gafar 
Kasem, the Deputy of Justice Ministry, 
Kasem al-Falahee, of the defense min­
istry and a host of human rights 
activists and lawyers from different 
governorates attended the symposium.

Eminent Germans tour Yemen
BY MOHAMMED AL-MASANI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

SANA’A - A German delegation 
presided by Dr. Peter Becker, the 
Director of the Continuing Adult 
Education Center in Ingelheim in 
Germany arrived in Sana’a on 
September 30.

The delegation will pay a visit to a 
number of Yemeni cities including, 
Sana’a, Mareb, Seyaoon, Hadhramout, 
al-Mukalla, Taiz, and Ibb.

The delegation is to get acquainted 
with historical sites, tourist attractions, 
antiquities, and the handicraft where 
Yemen is so famous for its heritage 
since the time immemorial.

The delegation will also learn about 
tourism policy in Yemen.

The German del­
egation will spend 
14 days in Yemen.

This is the sec­
ond visit paid by 
German intellectu­
als, eminent profes­
sors, and academ­
ics from renowned 
universities. The 
first visit for the 
delegation was in 
1990.

At arrival, the guests were received 
by Abdulwahab al-Aqel, the Deputy 
Minister of Vocational Education. 
They were informed about Yemeni 
experience in vocational education and 
training and the possibility to broaden 
this type of learning.

Mr. Mohammed Hubhub, the 
General Manager of the Arabian 
Beauty Tours Agency, received the del­
egation at the Hiltown Hotel in Sana’a 
where a dinner party was hosted. They 
were entertained also by performing 
some pieces of the folklore Yemeni 
dances and music.

Al-Qabaitah 
hits the streets
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The new issue of al-Qabaitah news­
paper has been published, which coin­
cides with the Yemeni anniversaries of 
September and October revolutions.

The al-Qabaitah monthly newspaper 
is issued by the Cooperative 
Charitable Association of the al- 
Qabaitah District, (CCAAD).

The new issue includes relevant top­
ics and discussions in the field of cul­
tural heritage, social issues, compre­
hensive interviews and reports.

The editor-in-Chief of al-Qabaitah 
newspaper, the Judge, Ahmed Hashed, 
said the paper is an outcome of the 
cooperative efforts of his staff and the 
members of the CCAAD.

"The focus of the paper is to make 
the voices of al-Qabaitah inhabitants 
heard, along with informing the con­
cerned bodies to render services and 
developmental projects for the district 
and other adjacent deprived villages,” 
he noted.

Al-Qabaitah newspaper is among 
the newspapers that has emerged in the 
political arena with its assortment of 
local subjects whether, political, 
social, cultural, or entertainment.

Different issues have been high­
lighted including the preservation of 
the cultural heritage, social services, 
and the physically handicapped peo­
ple. Some of handicapped centers and 
associations are in need of a qualified 
staff and the equipment required for 
boosting their productivity.

The Chairman of the CCAAD, 
Mohammed Abdurab Naji, indicated 
in his column that the CCAAD mem­
bers have paid fieldwork visits to a 
number of the Yemeni cities.

A number of vital issues, including 
the financial condition of the CCAAD 
and the possibility to push the newspa­
per and the CCAAD ahead for a better 
and promising future, are looked at by 
the paper.

Mr. Mohammed in his column made 
a distinction between the charitable 
work and the investment activity 
where the latter has been entrusted.

He emphasized that newspaper and 
the CCAAD are an outcome of coop­
erative efforts where everybody is an 
indispensable factor in taking part and 
making a success of the CCAAD and 
its paper.

Continued from page 1
Gun battle ‘normal acci­
dent’

His press office also accused the 
Ministry of Interior of being unable to 
ensure security and safety for people 
in Yemen.

He said his sons were presented to 
prosecutors following orders from 
President Saleh. He also said that 
President Saleh interfered to stop the 
shootout when he ordered the with­
drawal of government troops.

The official investigation contin­
ues.

Sources told the Yemen Times that 
the government did not allow Kahtan 
al-Ahmar to go abroad for medical 
treatment until the issue of injured 
soldiers is settled.

It’s believed the incident did not 
target the British embassy, even 
though it was showered with bullets 
during the fight.

Such incidents happen frequently 
in Yemen, but most are not reported. 
It is believed that this incident gained 
more significance because it occurred 
near a Western embassy.

Yemen has been suffering from the 
spread of weapons for decades. 
However, the problem became more 
dangerous recently because it resulted 
in several violent incidents that dam­
aged Yemen’s reputation abroad.

It is estimated that 60 million 
pieces of weapons are in the hands of 
Yemenis, which indicates that on 
average, each Yemeni carries three 
pieces of weapons

Blood mars registration

In his answer to a question by Yemen 
Times on whether this is a signal that 
arms would be used in coming stages 
of elections, Mr. Abdo Al-Janadi of 
the SCE said, “I call upon all parties 
to take things under control and use 
peaceful means to resolve any dis­
putes and not revert to weapons and 
violence. “The violence has resulted 
to the suspension of work in more 
than 80 election centers because of 
various disputes” he said.

“I also call upon the public to not 
let such violence hinder their partici­
pation in the democratic practice in 
their regions.”

Al-Janadi did not rule out the pos­
sibility that violence may be support­
ed by certain opposition forces 
because of some opposition parties’ 
inability to deliver their promises to 
their members or for other tribal and 
political reasons.

To be held in April, the election 
will see more than 300 parliamentary 
seats filled. Voters are now register­
ing.

The number of citizens at the regis­
tration centers has been increasing 
every day, said Abdu Mohammed al- 
Janadi, head of the Information and 
Awareness sector.

“We are optimistic about the num­
ber of people registered at these cen­
ters,” he said.

Al-Janadi emphasized the commit­
tees entrusted with registering voters 
will note any registration infringe­
ments that may occur, even after the 
registration period ends.

He further called members of the 
cabinet, parliament, Shura council, 
and the local authority to help raise 
awareness among people on the 
importance of registration processes 
and the necessity to get new electoral 
cards.

He added that registration gives the 
right to everybody to participate in 
the elections. Previous electoral cards 
will be cancelled.

The last national election was held 
in 1997. The General People’s 
Congress holds 187 of 301 seats.

Meanwhile, a statement has been 
issued by the Islah Party mentioning 
an illegal infringement in some regis­
tration centers in some governorates 
of the republic.

They claim the legal age of each 
registrant is not being considered. The 
statement added that Constituency 
184 has been shifted to the house of a 
Member of Parliament in Hodiedah.

In Marib, there are also reports that 
registration forms have disappeared 
and distributed only to the members 
of the GPC.

A worsening situation is also occur­
ring in Taiz governorate, where a 
number of military units of the repub­
lican guard are armed and deployed in 
three election constituencies.

In a statement issued by the Joint 
Political Meeting, JPM in Lahj gover­
norate strongly condemned the unfair 
allocation of some committees in al- 
Qabaitah and other districts.

The JPM has refused all attempts of 
the GPC to shift or change centers by 
the constituencies to other locations 
unless the SEC has approved the 
shift. The statement described these 
behaviors as “inconsiderate and 
uncaring.”

The JPM has called concerned bod­
ies to perform their duties while 
showing respect for the law.

It also called for the monitoring of 
any election frauds that may occur.

Yemen outraged over US 
naming Jerusalem ‘capital’

They say the decision will mean 
more tension in the region, which will 
lead to more violence and extremism.

Yemen has also deemed the 
American decision a violation of 
international legitimacy resolutions: 
the 4th Geneva Convention and UN 
resolution 242 that considers 
Jerusalem an occupied Palestinian 
territory, and decision 252 that con­
firms it’s illegal to make Jerusalem 
Jewish.

The National Committee for 
Supporting Arab and Islamic Nations 
has distributed a statement calling on 
masses in Arab nations to act and use 
all means to prevent Jerusalem from 
being recognized as a unified capital 
for Israel.

The statement also called on the 
Arab governments to take measures 
to protect the nation’s lands and 
rights, otherwise they could be 
deemed accomplices in a criminal act.
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Sulh: Settling disputes over 
resources in Soqotra (part 2/2)

By Serge D. Elie

T
he inspiring talk from the 
police chief did not have 
the desired effect, for upon 
its return the group deliv­
ered a no-compromise, no 

negotiations ultimatum, which failed 
completely to see any reasonable 
ground to the special request for water 
by the villager from Kedina.

Indeed, the written statement that 
was read out loud was a declaration of 
war against this or any other intruder 
into the wadi. The main points were 
the following:

Nobody will be allowed to take out 
water from the wadi, and anyone who 
tries will be prevented from doing so;

ii) The villagers were ready to spend 
money to take this case to the highest 
court in the country;

iii) They will physically defend the 
water from the wadi, even if it costs 
the lives of all the villagers.

This was extreme bravado talk, a 
kind of brinkmanship. For the state­
ment identified exactly what everyone 
would prefer not to take place. Perhaps 
it was an implicit reminder to all of the 
consequences of not reaching an ami­
cable resolution. Thus there was no 
need to despair; this was part of the 
politics of peace. In response to this, 
the villager from Kedina seemed to 
have raised the stakes with some 
bravado talk of his own by demanding 
compensation for the trees that died 
because his pipes were pulled out of 
the wadi. This was seen as an outra­
geous demand from an intruder, 
which led to a rise in tension in the 
assembly. The language switched from 
Arabic to Soqotri, as the former was 
no longer adequate to convey the 
real feelings of the parties, perhaps.

Venting anger
This was a time to allow people to 

vent off their anger, and the committee 
knew that and did not try to prevent it 
but to manage it with calls to order and 
motioning to those who sought to 
monopolize the discussion to give a 
chance to others. After all, eight vil­
lages were involved and clearly each 
one had to air its particular grievance 
and give examples of the sacrifice they 
were making by withdrawing their 
own pipes from the wadi, so why 
should one village be exempted from 
this collective abnegation for the com­
mon good.

Moreover, why did one villager 
select this time to plant ninety palm 
trees, in the absence of rain for over a 
year, and then have all of the other vil­
lages bear the burden of his unreason­
able decision? Some were asking. This 
moment of catharsis, however useful, 
had to be brought to an end. The police 
chief called the assembly to order, to 
suggest that tomorrow morning a visit 
will be paid to the wadi, and that any 
decision regarding water use, will 
depend on the water level. Also the 
following order of priority in water 
usage will be observed: Drinking and 
cooking, irrigating vegetable gardens, 
and palm trees. It was time for every­
one to find shelter for the night; it was 
well past ten o’clock at night.

Early morning trail
Before seven in the morning people 

had already formed a long trail along 
the narrow paths next to the wadi and 
were walking toward its source. It had 
drizzled the night before so the water 
was running fairly strongly, and the 
network of natural pools along the 
wadi bed was full. This was a good 
sign, as it would facilitate the finding 
of a solution, perhaps.

The black vinyl pipes could be seen 
laying on both sides of the wadi, with­
drawn and piled up, as if awaiting a 
decision about their fate. We were on 
our way to observe the only pipe 
allowed in the wadi, and it belonged to 
the mosque. It was placed, and 
cemented down, in the crevices of a 
rock that served as a natural conduit 
for the water right at the beginning of 
a slope where the water attains its 
maximum momentum as it goes down. 
This was no doubt the most strategic 
part of the wadi in which to place a 
pipe, and thus obviate the need for a 
pump.

Everyone had seen the level of the 
water in the wadi; now the time had 
come to enter into the final phase of 
negotiations that must lead to a collec­
tive agreement, as failure was not an 
option given that the alternative to the

Sulh process did not offer a better 
prospect for a resolution. However, 
these negotiations will be conducted in 
small groups.

On one side, the committee will fig­
ure out what would the most accept­
able resolution of this conflict, which 
would be based on the principle of 
sharing of natural resources as per the 
advice of the Hadith while not appear­
ing to be too generous with the villager 
from Kedina, whose judgment about 
the timing for planting trees was not 
the best, mildly put. On the other side, 
those who oppose the request from the 
villager from Kedina had to figure out 
what would be acceptable to them, as 
total refusal would be contrary to their 
sense of community, while not giving 
in to any excessive generosity on the 
part of the committee, and thus be 
ready to whittle down the Committee’s 
largess.

As we returned from visiting the 
wadi, those who were not involved in 
making decision gathered under a 
giant tamarind tree, where mats and 
pillows were placed. The tree was in 
the form of an enormous umbrella that 
was at least fifteen meter high and 
with a twenty-meter circumference of 
shade. It was perhaps over a hundred 
years old.

Subhur Mahla
That spot was called "Subhur 

Mahla”, and it is where all official 
functions of all the neighboring vil­
lages are held. A few weeks earlier a 
camel was slaughtered in honor of a 
villager who had returned from the 
Emirates. Already the members of the 
committee had congregated under a 
tree about twenty meters away; out of 
hear shot of the curious onlookers. On 
the opposite side and within a similar 
distance of the gathering under the 
tamarind tree, the members of the 
‘’opposition” were in a circle forma­
tion already engaged in heated discus­
sions under the leadership of the 
sheikh of the area.

Their objective was to agree on 
what would be acceptable to them as a 
solution and thus be ready to suggest 
an alternative to whatever the commit­
tee might propose. The committee’s 
strategy of deliberation was to debate 
among themselves all of the view­
points aired during yesterday’s session 
taking into account what they had 
observed during the visit to the wadi, 
in order to harmonize their position 
into a tentative proposal for a resolu­
tion of the conflict. Once this is 
achieved, the proposal is shared with 
the sheikh to test its acceptability.

Further discussion will follow 
between the committee and the sheikh. 
Finally, the latter having conveyed his 
reaction to the committee’s proposal, 
agrees to take it to his people for their 
review and approval or further modifi­
cation. In this way leaving himself 
some margin for further negotiations. 
In the meanwhile, the villager from 
Cedilla had taken his seat among the 
others under the tamarind tree, waiting 
his turn for a separate meeting with the 
committee, where he will be informed 
of the agreement reached with those 
who opposed him, and his concurrence 
will be sought. At this point however, 
he is not expected to put much of a 
resistance as long as he gets some 
water. He had already risked so much

to save his palm trees. He had incurred 
the ire of the entire community of fel­
low villagers; his social standing had 
suffered and he might be socially 
ostracized from now on.

Signing
It is only at the conclusion of these 

bilateral discussions and after agree­
ment was reached between all of the 
parties that the plenary session is con­
vened during which a member of the 
committee drafts the agreement, which 
will be duplicated by a Katib from one 
of the villages. Both copies will be 
signed by all the Muqaddam of the vil­
lages concerned as well as the sheikh 
of the region, the police chief as head 
of the committee, and the original 
owner of the land on which the wadi is 
located. Each one will affix his signa­
ture, as well as thumbprint.

The latter is perhaps a relic of the 
days when illiteracy was much more 
widespread than it is now. As discus­
sions were interrupted for the noon 
prayer, there was already emerging the 
basis of an agreement. However its 
finalization will have to wait for the 
observance of the noon prayer and the 
conclusion of lunch, which are essen­
tial parts of the ritual of settling a dis­
pute:

Prayer reinforces the feeling of 
community, which was most needed in 
this context, while lunch provides a 
last opportunity to the hosting village 
to display its hospitality. The end of 
lunch signaled the resumption of bilat­
eral discussions to bring the parties 
into a final reconciliatory embrace, 
metaphorically speaking. This was not 
easy, as it took until shortly before Al 
Asr prayer for the agreement to be 
drafted.

Recommendations
Its main conclusions were the fol­

lowing:
- It was no longer allowed to take 

water from the wadi through the use of 
pipes, with the exception of the pipes 
belonging to the mosque;

- All villagers will be allowed to 
take waler only from the mosque to be 
used for drinking and their vegetable 
gardens, but not for palm trees.

- The villager from Kedina will be 
given water drawn from the reservoir 
of the mosque once a week for a non- 
extendable period of four months. 
During this time he will search for 
alternative ways, excluding the use of 
the wadi, to irrigate his palm trees.

- The sheikh and his deputy will 
prepare a water distribution system for 
the three villages adjoining the 
mosque. The water will be used only 
for drinking and vegetable gardens 
only.

The resolution of this conflict intro­
duced new constraints on all the vil­
lagers regarding the use of the wadi. 
Perhaps as the dust settles some will 
feel worse off than before.

However, as the new water distribu­
tion system is put in place and the 
mosque reservoir is enlarged to 
accommodate the increased demand, 
the villagers may gradually begin to 
realize that this was what they needed 
in the first place: a system to regulate 
the sustainable use of water in a man­
ner that ensures its availability across 
seasons in an ecological context where 
weather patterns have been inconsis­

tent.
The agreement broke red by the 

committee has led to the introduction 
of a water conservation mechanism 
that could be applicable in many 
places around the island. Perhaps the 
intruder from Kedina may have been a 
blessing in disguise, after all.

As the delegation from Hadiboh was 
making its way out of the village, peo­
ple were standing in front of their 
houses handing palm branches full of 
yellow dates the only kind grown here 
or small sacks of dry dates with the 
kernel removed, as a sign of gratitude 
for the committee’s intervention and 
the hope it has generated for the return 
of normalcy in the community's life 
after a period of social tension and 
uncertainty about access to water.

Mission accomplished!

The writer is a Doctoral 
Researcher in Social Anthropology 
at the University of Sussex, UK.

Socotra island is well known of its unique flora diversity and natural resources.

Announcement
The Ministry of Industry and Trade, General 
Department of Companies and Agencies, announces 
that it was decided that the Republic of Yemen branch 
of SGS Redwood Company Limited, of Egyptian 
nationality, which was operating pursuant to 
Republican Decree No. (32) dated 29/2/2000, be struck 
off.
Anyone that may have claims or rights on the Branch 
may visit the Head Office of the Ministry within 15 
days from the date of publication of this 
announcement.
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The Revolution:
40 years later

By Mohammed Bin Sallam
Yemen Times Staff

F
orty years after the 
September 26 Revolution, 
Yemen continues on its 
road to change and 
progress. In some ways,

it’s made strides. In others, however, 
the road to progress still lays ahead.

To celebrate the anniversary of 
the revolution, The Times has given a 
forum for three Yemeni intellectuals 
and politicians to comment on where 
Yemen is in relation to the revolu­
tion’s goals, and how it’s dealing with 
challenges such as poverty, illiteracy 
and healthcare.

Abdulbari Taher,
writer, journalist and political analyst

It is undeniable 
that Yemen has 
reduced the level 
of poverty which 
covered the whole 
of Yemeni society. 
But poverty today, 
at almost 40 % of

the population living below the poverty 
line, is still high.

It seems that neither the revolution 
nor the unification of Yemen or devel­
opmental plans have overcome this 
problem which covers half of the pop­
ulation in the country.

Illiteracy is part of the problem, as 
statistics indicate that illiteracy rate 
exceeds 70 per cent among women and 
60 per cent among men.

There is also a school dropout prob­
lem, which has increased dramatically 
during the last few years. This is a clear 
indication of the growing number of 
illiterate people.

As for healthcare, cases of Malaria 
have spread to the areas where there 
was previously no malaria at all. This 
can be clearly seen through areas such 
as, Sana’a and Khawlan.

Hepatitis is another problem.
I also question any privatization of 

medicine and education. These social 
services are the main obligations of the 
state.

In the end, what has been achieved 
since the September 26 Revolution is 
relative. It’s progress that’s hard to 
measure.

Mohammed Abdurahman Jahhaf
After 40 years, the 
Yemeni revolution 
has liberated the 
Yemeni common 
man from despot­
ism, backward­
ness, poverty, 
pestilence and ill­

ness. It also liberated him from the

global isolation we used to live in.
Some noble goals of the revolution 

have been completely achieved. Let’s 
take justice as an example, a corner­
stone for healthy societies in countries 
across the world.

If justice has been served, nations 
would feel safe; people would also 
enjoy themselves with a clear con­
science. Citizens would lead a happier 
life.

Love will predominate and with this, 
tyranny and injustice will come to an 
end. Justice is an indispensable factor 
for nations to achieve a full equity to 
get rid of malice and hatred.

If justice is served, economies will 
also prosper.

And with justice comes more social 
equity.

Conversely, in the absence of justice, 
chaos and disturbance will create havoc 
and ruin. Without justice, the balance 
of life will completely change and 
everything beautiful will also disap­
pear.

We as citizens have to work hand- 
in-hand to achieve this goal. It is time 
for those who govern the state to relin­
quish their private goals and joins 
their hands together and turned a new 
page.

The Yemenis public needs to have to 
stop clapping their hands in approval of 
things that are wrong and hypocritical. 
They have to tell the truth, even when 
that’s hard.

The Caliphate Ali, (May God Honor 
him) once said, “ I wonder! How a ruler 
has been buttered up and he himself 
knows that.”

With that said, we are happy that the 
president has recently paid a full atten­
tion to some vital developmental proj­
ects particularly, agriculture and roads.

In many ways, the president is on the 
right track. He spares no efforts for a 
better future for the country.

The revolution is the dream for all 
Yemenis. It is a revolution against 
backwardness and ignorance, begun 
when Yemen was liberated from isola­
tion.

But the revolution has not accom­
plished Yemen's ambitions and dreams. 
Shortcomings can be attributed to con­
sequent leaderships.

Forty years has offered time for 
Yemen to be developed. Lets take for 
instance, countries like Japan or 
Taiwan after 40 years. There is a big 
difference in how far they’ve devel­
oped.

The nearest examples are our own 
neighboring countries. We see with our 
own eyes an eye-catching development 
in all aspects of life. Despite of the sim­
ilar potentials between our country and 
these countries, we find ourselves 
behind.

The problem lies in the fact that 
those who take control of everything in 
the state have to take care of the indi­
vidual who is the powerhouse of build­
ing the nation.

Favoritism, partiality and incompe­
tent administrators poses a huge serious 
problem and therefore, they should be 
held accountable for our backwardness.

Abdurahman A. AL-Baidhani, 
A former vice president and a former 
prime minister

Yemen is suffering 
from poverty and 
therefore is in 
need of immediate 
economic tack­
ling. Still, if we 
look at the condi­
tions of the poor 

before the revolution, we find that there 
is a proportional improvement for the 
majority of the people in Yemen after 
the revolution.

Yemen still is in need of radical eco­
nomic change.

The majority of people of Yemen 
were more oppressed before the revolu­
tion, including through taxes imposed 
upon them. This created resentment 
among Yemenis, and at length many 
immigrated abroad.

As for education in Yemen during 
these 40 years, there have been dramat­
ic educational transitions. Thousands 
of schools have been built at all levels. 
A number of private and public univer­
sities are readily accessible to the pub­
lic. The percentage of illiteracy has 
gone down.

Around 60 thousand students have 
graduated form these universities every 
year along with hundreds of MA hold­
ers and doctorates.

Far fewer schools existed before the 
revolution, and students desiring fur­
ther education were forced to study 
abroad.

While there are more graduates from 
Yemeni universities and institutes, it’s 
still disappointing that many of them 
are jobless.

Concerning health services before 
the revolution, there were only three 
hospitals. One was in Sana’a, the sec­
ond was in Taiz, and the third was in 
Hodiedah. Doctors weren’t qualified.

During these 40 years, dozens of 
public and private hospitals have been 
established along with public health 
clinics. In addition, a proportional 
improvement in the field of the health 
sector has seen considerable progress.

That doesn't mean Yemen healthcare 
is in now in a very good condition. 
More free medical services are still 
needed for people, especially where 
epidemics have begun to spread very 
quickly.

... Meanwhile: September 26, 1962: 
An American remembers

Temperance Blalock 
blalock@netstorm.net

I
 periodically read the website of 
The Yemen Times, and tonight 
when I read your coverage about 
the 40th anniversary of the revo­
lution. A flood of memories came 

rushing back to me. You see, I was 
there, and I saw what Yemen was like 
immediately after the revolution.

My father was an American diplomat, 
and he was assigned to Yemen in 
August, 1962. It took a long journey to 
get from Washington to Taiz in those 
days - first there was a six-day trip via 
ocean liner across the Atlantic Ocean 
and the Mediterranean Sea. Then there 
was a flight from Cairo to Asmara, 
Ethiopia, and then another flight to 
Aden. Then, the most exciting part of 
the trip - we were driven by Jeep from 
Aden to Taiz, on a long and dramatic 
route through the beautiful mountains.

Between the time we left Washington 
and the time we arrived in Taiz, the rev­
olution had happened. I was only eight 
years old, so I didn’t understand the 
nuances of politics, but I did understand 
that something very fundamentally 
important had happened in Yemen, and 
that the Yemeni people had gone 

through a dramatic transition.
In some ways it was frightening, 

because Gamal Abdul Nasser had sent 
thousands of Egyptian troops to Yemen, 
to assist the new President Salaal.

Even small children could sense the 
tension in the air. That tension was com­
pounded by the fact that this was during 
the height of the Cold War, and there 
were Chinese and Russians and 
Americans in Yemen, all competing for 
the attention and “favor” of the new 
Yemeni government.

Felt safe
However, we generally felt very safe, 

and the Yemeni people seemed to like 
Americans. We were very happy that 
we were not living in Saudi Arabia, 
where Americans were forced to live 
segregated in secluded compounds. We 
were living in the middle of Taiz, 
amongst Yemeni houses, we walked to 
school and back every day, we walked to 
the market with Mother, and we climbed 
beautiful Jebel Saber to see the dramatic 
view of vast mountains spreading to the 
horizon.

In summer we went to Sanaa, and my 
father drove the jeep to the surrounding 
mountain range, where we could look 
out on the enormous plain on which that 
beautiful city is situated. He also drove

us on weekends to Mocha, where we 
dipped our feet in the warm Red Sea.

This is my perspective of the country. 
As for my perspective of the people, and 
how they were dealing with the changes 
of the revolution, I could tell that they 
were timidly considering which paths to 
take. In many ways they were held back 
by the presence of the Egyptians, who 
ended up staying in their country far too 
long, and sapping their energies, which 
should have instead been focused on 
building the Republic.

And then, unfortunately, they were 
lured in the 1970s to abandon many of 
their traditional agricultural practices, in 
order to earn money in the oil states.

Finally, there is the unfortunate situa­
tion with Gat. No country can be pro­
gressive or fully functional when a large 
percentage of the population is not only 
addicted to a drug that distracts them, 
but also consumes a great deal of their 
income.

I’m not exactly sure what the people 
of Yemen hoped for at the time of the 
revolution, and I’m not sure which 
opportunities they feel passed them by. I 
hope that the event of the 40th anniver­
sary will be as happy an occasion for the 
Yemenis, as is the fourth of July is for 
Americans.

More than 400,000 Arabs now have killer disease

AIDS workshop in Yemen 
breaks silence in Arab region

MOHAMMED AL-QADHI 
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

SANA’A — HIV/AIDS is still not 
commonly talked about in the Arab 
world.

But through a week-long, UN-spon­
sored workshop held here last week, 
Yemen has been chosen as the regional 
country to help break the silence about 
the killer disease.

The Sept. 29 to Oct. 1 workshop 
aimed at bringing HIV/AIDS issues to 
the fore of public debate, and help a 
stronger response, brought together a 
selected group of UNDP policy advi­
sors, HIV/AIDS experts, UNAIDS 
officials, National AIDS program man­
agers and people living with 
HIV/AIDS.

The event is the first ever regional 
project on HIV/AIDS.

It provided participants with an 
opportunity to learn from colleagues in 
the Arab region as well as from other 
regions.

A number of research papers and 
studies were presented in the workshop 
and participants looked at approaches 
that UNDP has applied successfully in 
other regions of the world.

All Arab countries have reported 
increases in HIV/AIDS rates over the 
past two years, and the number of 
infections continues to rise steadily.

UNAIDS estimates that 80,000 peo­
ple became newly infected in 2001, 
brining the total of people living with 
HIV/AIDS in the region to 440,000 
according to a press release issued by 
the UNDP office.

“While the Arab States are general­
ly regarded as a low-prevalence region, 
this is no reason for complacency. The 
region must ensure that an appropriate 
level of response to the HIV/AIDS epi­
demic is in place,” said Zahir Jamal, 
chief of regional programs for Arab 
States at UNDP.

The press release said that Yemen, 
along with Djibouti, Somalia and 
Sudan are the Arab countries hit the 
worst by the epidemic.

Yemen was chosen as a site for first 
workshop because policy of the UNDP 
gives attention to HIV/AIDS in the 
least-developed countries in the 
region.

The HIV/AIDS Arab program aims 
to implement a series of high-priority 
regional interventions that will pave 
the way for country level follow-up.

James Rawley, UN representative in 
Yemen, said that Yemen is a leader in 
the Arab world in terms of addressing 
HIV/AIDS issues, and this is also why 
the first regional workshop has been 
held in Yemen.

“Our knowledge on the number of 
infected people with HIV/AIDS has 
improved significantly, although we 
still are not satisfied with the statistics. 
Most importantly, a national 
HIV/AIDS strategy, a document that 
looks at both the reasons why Yemen is 
at high-risk, and what can be done 
about it, has been prepared by a group 
of 50 individuals from the government, 
civil society including religious lead­
ers, and the military with some 
donors,” he said.

This is a very important achieve­
ment, he pointed out, as it is important 

at this time to look at the many reasons 
why this epidemic could be devastat­
ing in terms of the health and develop­
ment prospects of Yemen.

Rawley said the UNDP has been 
working in Yemen on two levels; one 
to get better information on not only 
the number of infected people, but also 
the reasons Yemen is at high risk of 
becoming a highly-infected country, 
and two, to bring that information to 
the attention of decision makers.

He stressed that if steps are taken by 
leadership acting with courage, if the 
community honestly faces this issue, 
and if the international community 
providing adequate support, there is 
every reason that Yemen can continue 
to minimize the potential impact of the 
epidemic.

He said that all UN representative in 
Arab countries taking part in the event 
would like to come with a vision for 
Yemen to have the lowest rate in the 
entire world, and that it would contin­
ue to be known internationally as a 
region that provides the most compas­
sionate and loving care to those unfor­
tunate people living with HIV/AIDS

Walid Badawi, regional program 
advisor, regional bureau for Arab 
States, pointed out that the philosophy 
of this program is that action has to be 
taken now before falling into the trap 
of other less fortunate countries.

He said that there are a number of 
catalytic interventions that can be 
taken at the regional level to begin a 
process whereby a leadership is devel­
oped at the country level, where the 
true fight lies both within the UNDP 
and governments.

“We also have a number of interven­
tions under this regional program that 
aim to catalyze others segments of the 
society like civil society organizations, 
especially these working with 
HIV/AIDS,” he said.

“We aim to develop a network for 
civil society organizations working on 
HIV/AIDS to strengthen their ability to 
exchange and share information and 
advocate within their respective com­

munities. The regional program aims 
also to address the question of the 
mobile populations, like in the Horn of 
Africa countries as well as the Maghrib 
region,” he added.

Workshops will be held to address 
what problems of mobility and its 
impact on HIV/AIDS in these two sub­
regions. Information on HIV/AIDS in 
Yemen is being used a flagship for the 
region.

“We hope to encourage countries to 
develop these necessary databases,” he 
commented.

He also said that the program focus­
es on the role of the media, pointing 
out that there will be a regional work­
shop for media leaders, journalists and 
satellite TVs to strengthen their capac­
ity to speak more openly about issues 
surrounding the region

Dr. Monica Sharma, principal advi­
sor and team Leader, special initiative 
on HIV/AIDS, bureau for development 
policy said that several Arab countries 
have recognized that there is a problem 
that can escalate tremendously. They 
recognize that there is an experience in 
the world today that when the problem 
is small, something can be done.

UNDP is one of several organiza­
tions that are working to deal with this 
global epidemic.

“Some of the issues we have the 
world over is to engage with the high­
est levels, to work for political com­
mitment and additional resources. A 
fight against HIV/AIDS is not just a 
fight with top leaders or heads of gov­
ernments; everybody at all levels and 
sectors have to be engaged,” she said. 
“So UNDP is stimulating and provid­
ing the platform for such leaderships at 
all levels to come and address the issue 
from all levels.

“We are also working to look what 
can media can do and support govern­
ments and civil society. We have very 
concrete things we would like to do 
related to strengthening leadership, 
supporting governments, civil society 
and people living with the epidemic,” 
she added.

Monica Sharma James Rawley Walid Badawi

VACANCY
A pioneering company in distributing high quality products of international corporations has the 
following vacancies :
1- Applicants to promotional field must be:

a. University or secondary school graduates.
b. Not older than 25.
c. Have a flexible personality, and persuasive abilities.

2- Promotional Supervisor:
a. A university graduate, promotion department.
b. Not older than 25.
c. Good commend of English + previous experience in promotion.

Those interested in the above vacancies should submit their CVs on the following faxes:
Aden: 02247411
Taiz: 04250616

mailto:blalock@netstorm.net
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Iraqi tensions

U.S. pushes case;
Iraq seeks solidarity
WASHINGTON/BAGHDAD, Oct 5 

(Reuters) - U.S. officials pressed on with 
their campaign for a U.N. resolution on 
Iraq, while Baghdad sent top officials to 
Muslim nations to seek a show of 
regional solidarity in the event of a U.S. 
war against Iraq.

The United States is working with 
France and other key U.N. Security 
Council members to win support for a 
tough resolution on new weapons 
inspections. European diplomats said 
they believed some Bush administration 
officials had softened their opposition to 
a two-stage process proposed by France 
that would first address demands and 
then authorise force.

Similar discussions are going on with 
Moscow, which also opposes a resolu­
tion that would essentially give the 
United States the right to decide when 
and if to attack Iraq.

On Friday, the United States and a 
senior U.N. official agreed that U.N. 
arms inspectors would benefit from new 
instructions on Iraq and said they saw 
signs the U.N. Security Council would 
come round to their view.

The chief U.N. inspector, Hans Blix, 
made it clear his team would not go to 
Iraq until the council gave clearance.

Blix said: “We look forward to speedy 
resolution and for us to come in shortly 
afterward... The resolution that is now 
being discussed is one that I think we 
would welcome.”

The White House also said U.S. 
President George W. Bush would make a 
speech on Monday night that appears to 
be aimed at the United Nations and the 
Democratic-led U.S. Senate, which will 
debate next week a resolution authoris­
ing any attack on Iraq. The Republican- 
led House of Representatives appears 
prepared to pass such a resolution.

Bush will speak from Cincinnati, 
Ohio, a Midwestern venue that appears 
to have been chosen to show the presi­
dent is preparing the American heartland 
for the possibility of war.

But Baghdad, eager to drive a wedge 
between the United States and other 
members of the U.N. Security Council 
with veto power, called on Russia, China 
and France to be “brave” and resist U.S. 
demands for an uncompromising U.N. 
resolution.

Iraq also sent Foreign Minister Naji 
Sabri to Bahrain, where he called on 
Friday for a show of solidarity against a 
possible U.S. attack he said would pose 
a “serious threat” to the oil-rich region. 
Sabri has already been to Iran. His next 
stop is Oman.

Working to bridge differences
The Pentagon also accused Iraq of 

concealing its weapons of mass destruc­

tion programmes before U.N. inspectors 
return. Iraq agreed this week to readmit 
the inspectors after a four-year lapse 
based on existing U.N. resolutions 
aimed at dismantling any Iraqi weapons 
of mass destruction.

U.S. Defense Department spokes­
woman Victoria Clarke told reporters 
Baghdad had moved to hide weapons 
programmes after agreeing to the inspec­
tors’ return.

The United States has drafted a reso­
lution that demands Iraq allow inspec­
tors anywhere in its territory. The draft is 
backed by Britain but opposed by 
France, Russia and China, all of whom 
can veto it.

France has suggested sending the 
inspectors and having them report back 
to the United Nations before the U.N. 
Security Council would authorise further 
action.

“We’ve not decided specifically (on 
two resolutions). We still want one reso­
lution but we’re exploring with the 
British and the French ways of bridging 
the difference between the resolution 
that we want and the two the French 
want,” a senior U.S. official told 
Reuters.

Another Bush administration official 
said: “I think there is some flexibility on 
our part.”

Russian President Vladimir Putin reit­
erated Moscow's opposition to the 
tougher, U.S. resolution on Friday, say­
ing: “It is necessary to ensure the quick­
est possible deployment of an 
UNMOVIC inspection mission in the 
country.”

A senior official said that in New York 
on Thursday four of the 10 elected mem­
bers of the Security Council spoke in 
favour of a stronger mandate for inspec­
tors. To be adopted, a U.N. Security 
Council resolution needs nine votes in 
favour and no veto from the permanent 
members.

The current U.S.-drafted measure 
would give inspectors the power to go 
anywhere, including Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein’s palace compounds, 
and talk to anyone, without advance 
notice.

The inspectors were pulled out of Iraq 
in December 1998, hours before a U.S.- 
British bombing raid to punish Baghdad 
for not cooperating with the U.N. arms 
experts.

Iraq sends emissaries
Sabri, the Iraqi foreign minister, told 

reporters on Friday he was carrying a 
message from Saddam to Bahrain’s King 
Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa on “general 
circumstances that face the region in 
view of U.S. threats to launch an aggres­
sion against some Arab countries” 

Lebanese president:
U.S. bill on Jerusalem 

“hurts feelings”
BEIRUT, Oct. 4 (Xinhua) — Lebanese 

President Emile Lahoud Friday con­
demned a US Congress bill for recogniz­
ing Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, the 
official NNA news agency reported.

Lahoud described the bill as another 
“US action that hurts the feelings of the 
Arabs, Muslims and Christians,” who 
regard the city as a sacred city with a 
great religious importance for 
Christianism and Islam.

Lahoud said this decision unveiled US 
policy “outmatches international resolu­
tions,” especially the UN Resolution 242, 
which stipulates Jerusalem as an Arab 
city and calls for Israeli withdrawal from 
there.

The president claimed that the bill 
would threaten the US-Arab relations and 
give Israel another excuse to continue 
violating international resolutions, occu­
pying Arab lands, and launching mas­
sacres against the Palestinian people.

Lahoud, as the president of the Arab 
Summit, urged countries all over the 
world, international institutes and organ­
izations as well as peace-loving people to 

unite and reject any action to judaize the 
sacred city.

In late September, the US Congress 
approved the 2003 Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, which includes a pro­
vision that requires the United States to 
identify Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

US President George W. Bush on 
Monday signed it into law, but clarified 
in an accompanying statement that his 
administration was not legally bound to 
follow the provision and the US policy 
regarding Jerusalem has not changed.

The US Congress bill also triggered 
strong response from the Palestinians, 
who consider East Jerusalem as the capi­
tal of their future statehood.

On Tuesday, the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) decried the US 
Congress bill, saying the United States 
works together with Israel to bury signed 
agreements with the PNA.

The PNA has also appealed to the 
Jerusalem Committee of the 
Organization of Islamic Conference for 
an urgent meeting to discuss the latest 
developments on the issue of Jerusalem.

On eve of talks

Israelis kill stone-throwing 
Palestinian in Nablus

NABLUS, Oct 5 (Reuters) - Israeli 
soldiers shot dead a 17-year-old 
Palestinian during clashes with stone­
throwing protesters on Saturday, 
Palestinian witnesses and medics said, 
on the eve of an international round of 
peace diplomacy.

The incident in the West Bank city of 
Nablus, which has been under curfew for 
more than 100 days, inflamed tensions 
ahead of the arrival of EU foreign policy 
chief Javier Solana on Saturday night for 
shuttle talks with Israel and the 
Palestinians.

Palestinian political sources said 
Solana would bear a letter from the 
“quartet” of international mediators — 
the United Nations, the United States, 
Russia and the European Union — 
aimed at breaking the current stalemate.

U.S. Middle East envoy William

Bums is expected to visit in coming days 
and a source close to the Israeli govern­
ment said U.S. President George W. 
Bush had invited Israeli Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon to Washington for a meet­
ing on October 15.

The youth killed in the West Bank city 
of Nablus on Saturday, Ammar Rajab, 
was the second Palestinian teenager to be 
killed in the West Bank in as many days. 
On Friday a 16-year-old was killed in the 
city of Jenin when troops fired in the 
direction of what the army described as 
rioters.

Schoolchildren Ordered Home
Nablus residents said soldiers, who 

had often allowed children to attend 
unofficial classes at nearby schools 
despite the curfew, on Saturday ordered 
them back home, prompting protesters to 
begin throwing stones.

Palestinian medics said Rajab had 
been shot in the head as soldiers fired on 
the stone-throwers. Witnesses said two 
other youths, aged 13 and 16, had been 
wounded. The army said it was check­
ing the report.

Israel has re-occupied West Bank 
cities since a spate of Palestinian suicide 
bombings and has imposed military cur­
fews, saying they help prevent further 
attacks.

Palestinians and human rights organi­
sations say the measures are collective 
punishment.

In Nablus, the largest stronghold of 
Palestinian militants in the West Bank, 
residents have been kept indoors almost 
continuously for more than 100 days.

At least 1,578 Palestinians and 602 
Israelis have been killed in the 
Palestinian revolt against occupation.

which broke out in September 2000 after 
peace talks with Israel foundered.

Initial moves toward a ceasefire, 
which included an Israeli pullback from 
the West Bank town of Bethlehem, were 
thwarted when Israel besieged the 
Ramallah base of Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat for 10 days last month 
after a suicide attack.

An Israeli government source said that 
following the resolution of the siege, the 
sides were now ready to return to talks 
on the security pact that led to the Israeli 
Bethlehem pullout in August.

Shuttle Diplomacy
The EU’s Solana has meetings sched­

uled with Israeli and Palestinian leaders 
until Tuesday, including a meeting with 
Arafat on Monday.

Dan Meridor, an Israeli minister with­
out portfolio from the ruling Likud party, 
told Israel Radio that the government 
should move forward with a peace initia­
tive before the United States went ahead 
with an attack on Iraq: “It is better that 
we initiate than wait until after Iraq, 
when they will come to us with less com­
fortable proposals.”

Meridor said Israel should propose a 
long-term interim agreement that would 
include the creation of a Palestinian state 
whose borders would be worked out at a 
later date.

Israel is concerned that Iraq will 
respond to an American attack by 
launching Scud missiles armed with bio­
logical or chemical weapons at the 
Jewish state.

Sharon's spokesman did not comment 
on the report that he would meet Bush. 
Political sources said their talks would 
address both the Israeli-Palestinian con­
flict and Iraq.

In the 1991 Gulf War, Iraq fired 39 
Scuds with conventional warheads at 
Israel, causing damage but few casual­
ties.

Masked Palestinians carry the body of slain Palestinian boy Ammar Rajab, shot dead by Israeli soldiers, during his 
funeral in the West Bank city of Nablus October 5, 2002. REUTERS

Turks, Greeks agree 
to new round of talks

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 4 
(Reuters) - Cyprus President 
Glafcos Clerides and Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash 
agreed on Friday to a new round of 
talks in early November and to 
begin conferring on treaties and 
laws for a united Cypriot state.

Capping two days of talks in pur­
suit of a quick deal to reunite the 
divided Mediterranean island, the 
rival leaders told reporters as they 
left U.N. headquarters that they had 
agreed to appoint two committees 
to keep up momentum while 
Denktash recovers from heart sur­
gery scheduled for Monday.

U.N. special envoy Alvaro de 
Soto said he was going to Cyprus 
next week to help set up the com­
mittees, one of which would focus 
on treaties for a new “common 
state” while the second would look 
at its laws.

Turkish Cypriot official Resat 
Caglar said the treaties panel would 
look at “agreements made by both 
sides separately with other third 
parties.” Representatives from both 
sides would “prepare a list and 
decide which ones would be incor­
porated in a future state,” he said.

Cyprus, with a population of 
about 750,000 people and a land 
area smaller than the U.S. state of 
Connecticut, has been divided 
since a Turkish invasion in 1974 
after a Greek Cypriot coup engi­
neered by the military then ruling 
Greece.

Denktash disclosed on Friday 
that he was having heart surgery at

a New York hospital and said this 
would keep him away from work 
for 10 to 15 days. He had diagnos­
tic tests at a New York hospital on 
Wednesday in connection with a 
longtime problem with a heart 
valve, aides said.

Clerides and Denktash had last 
met a month ago in Paris as part of 
the latest round of talks, which 
began in January and have so far 
made virtually no progress toward 
a settlement.

The goal of the talks is to strike 
an agreement before Dec. 12, when 
European Union leaders gather in 
Copenhagen and are expected to 
invite Cyprus to join the bloc in 
2004.

If there is no agreement before 
the Copenhagen meeting and a 
divided Cyprus is asked to join, 
Turkey has warned it may “annex” 
the northern part of the island, 
effectively wrecking its own hopes 
of EU membership.

“ENCOURAGING EFFORT’
U.N. Secretary-General Kofi 

Annan, who hosted the talks, made 
no mention of progress at the talks 
but said in a statement that the two 
men had made an “encouraging 
effort.”

“I am happy to report that since I 
met the two leaders in Paris, they 
have focused on the issues I high­
lighted, and there has been an 
encouraging effort to explore ways 
of bridging differences pragmati­
cally,” his statement said.

There had been little hope for 
progress at the New York talks

because of the looming Nov. 3 
Turkish general elections.

While Annan has been widely 
expected to soon put forward a 
draft peace plan, diplomats said he 
had shelved the idea for now for 
fear of getting embroiled in 
Turkish politics.

“The opportunity that is at hand 
must be seized,” Annan said in his 
statement. “In this regard, Greece 
and Turkey have an important role 
to play, and I look forward to their 
continued support.”

Acknowledging there was “no 
simple solution to the Cyprus prob­
lem,” Annan said the two new 
committees were intended to help 
arrive at a deal.

“A comprehensive settlement 
has to be a complex, integrated, 
legally binding and self-executing 
agreement, where the rights and 
obligations of all concerned are 
clear, unambiguous and not subject 
to further negotiation,” he said.

Dividing the two sides are 
sharply different visions of a uni­
fied island.

Greek Cypriots want one state 
comprising two ethnic regions, 
while Turkish Cypriots want a 
union of two largely independent 
states in a new confederation that 
would replace the existing interna­
tionally recognized Republic of 
Cyprus.

De Soto said a precise date had 
not been set for the next round of 
talks but Annan had asked the lead­
ers to “clear their calendars” for 
November. 

Sharon to 
visit U.S.
JERUSALEM, Oct 5 (Reuters) - 

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon is 
expected to travel to Washington on 
October 15 at the invitation of U.S. 
President George W. Bush, sources 
close to the government said on 
Saturday.

The report of Sharon’s visit came 
amid a flurry of activity apparently 
aimed at getting Israel and the 
Palestinians back to the negotiating 
table to prevent an upsurge in violence 
between the two sides during a possible 
U.S. attack on Iraq.

Sharon’s spokesman would neither 
confirm nor deny the visit was planned. 
Political sources said Bush was likely to 
discuss with Sharon both the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict and developments 
in Iraq. Israel is concerned that Iraq will 
respond to an American onslaught by 
attacking the Jewish state, as it did in 
the 1991 Gulf War when Israel was hit 
by Iraqi Scud missiles.

Javier Solana, EU foreign policy 
chief, was scheduled to arrive in Israel 
on Saturday and hold meetings with 
Israeli and Palestinian officials until 
Tuesday, Israeli government sources 
said.

A government source said that fol­
lowing the ending of the 10-day siege of 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat’s 
headquarters in the West Bank town of 
Ramallah it was time to “get back to 
business” and move ahead with negoti­
ations.

Minister without Portfolio Dan 
Meridor urged the government to 
launch a peace initiative before the 
United States attacked Iraq.

In an interview with Israel Radio, 
Meridor said Israel should put forward a 
proposal for a long-term interim agree­
ment that would allow for the eventual 
establishment of a Palestinian state 
without final agreement on its borders.
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Clashes leave hundreds dead

Rebels in Ivory Coast set to 
reach truce with government

BOUAKE, Ivory Coast, Oct 5 
(Reuters) - Ivory Coast’s government 
and rebels were expected to sign a 
ceasefire brokered by West African 
mediators on Saturday to halt an 
uprising that has left hundreds dead 
and terrified the troubled region.

Chief mediator Mohammed ibn 
Chambas said the two sides had 
agreed to meet to strike the truce at 
the frontline town of Tiebissou, about 
40 km (25 miles) from the official 
capital Yamoussoukro on the road to 
the rebel stronghold of Bouake. 
Troops from former colonial power 
France were on standby to ferry both 
delegations to the meeting place and 
seal it inside a tight security cordon.

A ceasefire had been agreed by 
rebels and was to have been signed on 
Friday in Yamoussoukro, but was put 
on hold while mediators continued 
discussions with President Laurent 
Gbagbo’s ministers in the main city of 
Abidjan.

Well over 300 people have been 
killed in the rebellion, which grew out 
of a failed September 19 coup and has 
sharpened tensions in a country of 16 
million that is deeply divided between 
the Muslim north and mostly 
Christian south.

Hundreds died
Rebels hold the north and loyalist 

forces the south of what was consid­
ered a haven of peace and prosperity 
until a 1999 coup. Hundreds died in 
election violence a year later.

Mediators from six West African 
countries are trying to nip in the bud 
the latest conflict in the region. More 
than a dozen years of savage civil war 
have ripped apart nearby Liberia and 
Sierra Leone.

Among the mediators setting off for 
Tiebissou, Ghanaian Defence Minister 
Kwame Addo Kufuor said negotia­
tions between the two sides would 
start after the signing.

“They have never met before so 
when they meet I hope there will be 
sufficient goodwill,” he told reporters.

A military man and a local govern­
ment official are due to sign for the 
government. A local commander is to 
sign for the rebels.

French Backing
Mediation is backed by former 

colonial power France, which has 
more than 1,000 military personnel in 
Ivory Coast. Paris says they are there 
to evacuate foreigners but the rebels 
accuse them of blocking their advance

Diplomats say that even if a cease­
fire is signed, the gap between the two 
sides is wide and it will be hard for 
anyone to guarantee that the country 
does not slip back into violence.

Gbagbo’s government wants to pre­
vent the de facto partition of Ivory

Coast and avoid allowing the rebels 
too much recognition, but is also wary 
of the regional intervention force West 
African states have promised to send 
if mediation fails.

Military sources say the army is 
continuing preparations for a major 
offensive to recapture the north and 
the central city of Bouake, Ivory 
Coast’s next biggest after Abidjan.

Requested for resignation
Mediators said the rebels, some of 

whom are soldiers angry at being 
edged out of the army, had asked for

an amnesty, reintegration in the coun­
try’s security forces and the resigna­
tion of the country’s defence minister 
and army chief.

A senior rebel commander said late 
on Friday they also wanted the with­
drawal of French troops who have 
effectively boxed them in around 
Bouake with positions set up during 
an operation to evacuate foreigners.

“We accepted to meet the ECOW­
AS delegation because we didn’t want 
to be seen as the ones who were not 
prepared to negotiate, but we don’t 
trust the government to keep any

promise,” Sergeant Sherrif Ousmane 
told Reuters.

The rebels have also said that if 
they gain power they will stage new 
elections. Gbagbo won power in a 
contested poll two years ago from 
which opposition leader Alassane 
Ouattara was barred because of doubts 
over his nationality.

Many of the most prominent rebel 
commanders are, like Ouattara, from 
the north of the country, which is the 
world’s top cocoa producer. The iden­
tity of the overall leader of the rebel­
lion is still unclear.

French soldiers hold position in front of an armoured vehicle at Yamoussoukro airport, October 5, 2002. Ivory Coast's government and rebels were expected 
to sign a ceasefire brokered by West African mediators on Saturday to halt an uprising that has left hundreds dead and terrified the troubled region.
REUTERS

Kenyan 
minister’s 

car attacked 
by gunmen
NAIROBI, Oct. 4 (Xinhua) — 

Unidentified gunmen opened fire on 
the car of Kenyan ruling party 
KANU’s Secretary-General Raila 
Odinga Thursday night shortly after 
he and his compatriots held a rally of 
campaign, members of parliament 
said here Friday. A group of Kenyan 
parliament members told the press 
that Odinga ‘s car was attacked in an 
assassination attempt while on its 
way back to the Kenyan capital of 
Nairobi from the Northeastern 
Province.

Luckily, Odinga was not in the car 
at the time of the attack as he had 
been airlifted to the capital along with 
the other Rainbow Alliance leaders 
immediately after the rally.

The driver and a passenger in the 
car survived the attack which left a 
windscreen shattered and the car shot 
by bullets.

The shocked driver said he heard 
gunshots and all over a sudden, six 
bullets landed on the driver’s win­
dow. “I only survived because the 
vehicle is bullet proof,” he said.

Only the car of Odinga, who is 
also the Kenyan minister for energy, 
appeared targeted by the mysterious 
assailants and no one was hit by 
them, Kenyan police confirmed.

Speaking to reporters in Nairobi, 
more than 10 members of parliament 
allied to Odinga and other members 
of the Rainbow Alliance, a group 
which is opposed to President Moi’s 
preferred presidential heir Uhuru 
Kenyatta, demanded the government 
to launch an immediate investigation 
into the incident.

The legislators also called on the 
government to crack down on the 
perpetrators of the heinous act and 
beef up security details of the minis­
ter and all the other Rainbow Alliance 
leaders, saying the move would 
ensure their safety throughout the 
campaign period.

The legislators said that they were 
particularly concerned with the recent 
withdrawal of the security details of 
former vice president George Saitoti, 
who is a member of the Rainbow 
Alliance.

When contacted, Kenyan police 
spokesman Peter Kimanthi said 
Criminal Investigative Department 
officers have launched investigations 
into the Thursday's incident in the 
area.

Tanzania to carry out 
cautious privatization

DAR ES SALAAM, Oct. 4 
(Xinhua) — A senior Tanzanian offi­
cial pledged Friday that the govern­
ment will be very cautious in its pri­
vatization process so as not to harm 
the legal rights of enterprise workers.

Addressing the National Insurance 
Corporation (NIC) employees in 
northwestern city of Mwanza, Deputy 
Finance Minister Festus Limbu said 
the government has made plans to 
ensure mistakes committed during the

previous privatization phases of some 
firms do not resurface.

Limbu’s remarks followed NIC 
workers complaints that the govern­
ment did not want to clarify what their 
position would be when NIC is priva­
tized.

Limbu, who was in a three-day visit 
to various enterprises falling under 
his ministry, allayed workers' fears by 
saying the government has learned a 
lesson from former privatization deals

and those mistakes will not reoccur.
The plans will also apply if the 

government decides to privatize NIC, 
a big state-owned company, he said.

The Tanzanian government has 
been pushing forward with a privati­
zation process aimed at turning those 
money-losing state enterprises into 
profit makers. However, many state 
enterprise employees fear that they 
would lose their jobs due to privatiza­
tion.

Burundian 
officers 
arrested 
over 170 
deaths 

DAR ES SALAAM, Oct. 4 
(Xinhua) — Two Burundian army 
officers have been arrested in con­
nection with the killing of over 170 
civilians in central province of 
Gitega, according to reports reach­
ing here Friday.

The officers, identified only as 
Budigoma and Ngendakuriyo, are 
being held at the Gitega Central 
Prison. They are the first army offi­
cers arrested by the authorities due 
to their crimes in military opera­
tion.

The civilian killing in Itaba, 
Gitega occurred on Sept. 9, but 
made public several days later.

The deaths led to an exchange of 
accusation between the Tutsi-domi­

nated army and Hutu rebel groups.
Rebels said the civilians, mostly 

women, children and old people, 
were killed by the army, but the 
army said that it was Hutu rebels 
that lured civilians into the areas at 
which the army were launching 
attacks.

After the killing. Burundian 
President Pierre Buyoya ordered an 
investigation into it, vowing to 
bring to justice those who ordered 
the massacre.

Burundi’s civil war broke out in 
1993 when the country's first ever 
Hutu President Melchoir Ndadaye 
was killed by insurgent soldiers.

More than 200,000 people died in 
the nine-year-long armed conflicts.

Sudan accuses Eritrea 
of attacks in its east

3KHARTOUM. Oct 4 (Reuters) - 
A top Sudanese cabinet group 
accused Eritrean forces on Friday of 
launching an attack on eight locations 
in Kassala state in eastern Sudan on 
Wednesday, state Radio Omdurman 
said.

But the National Democratic 
Alliance, an umbrella group of oppo­
nents of the government, said its 
forces had captured Sudanese army 
outposts in east Sudan.

Radio Omdurman quoted presiden­
tial press secretary Abbas al-Nour as 
saying the sovereignty sector, the 
highest political and military body in 
the cabinet, met on Friday and was 
told of the attacks by National 
Defence Minister Bakri Hassan 
Saleh.

"The aggression on the eight loca­
tions in Hamashkoreib and Kassala is 
fully Eritrean,” Nour was quoted as 
saying. Hamashkoreib is part of 
Kassala state, which borders Eritrea.

But a statement sent to Reuters by 
the NDA joint military command said 
its forces had captured army outposts 
in east Sudan, including posts west 

and east of Hamashkoreib.
The rebel Sudan People’s 

Liberation Army (SPLA) is a member 
of the NDA but has tended to operate 
separately. The NDA is based in 
Cairo and Asmara but has an unoffi­
cial presence in Khartoum.

Nour said the equipment and 
artillery used in the attacks was more 
sophisticated than that possessed by 
the SPLA. The armed forces’ official 
spokesman, Mohamed Bashir 
Suleiman, had said earlier that the 
attack was staged by the SPLA but 
had been repulsed.

Sudan's relations with Eritrea have 
been cool because each alleges the 
other is giving sanctuary to rebel or 
dissident groups.

There was no immediate comment 
from the Eritrean government.

Nda Claims Victories
The NDA military command state­

ment said its forces had captured the 
Sudanese army outposts.

“With this operation, our forces 
have now seized full control of 
Hamashkoreib and they are resuming 

their march towards the town of 
Tokar," it said, adding that its forces 
had captured three tanks in Kabreet.

NDA forces also captured 13 gov­
ernment soldiers in the garrison town 
of Shallob, north of Kassala, on 
Thursday, the statement said, urging 
civilians to stay away.

A regional conflict resolution body 
said on Friday that the Sudanese gov­
ernment and the SPLA had agreed to 
resume stalled peace talks soon and 
to stop fighting then.

“Both parties have agreed to 
resume negotiations starting 14th 
October,” the Inter-Governmental 
Authority on Development, an east 
African mediation group, said.

But SPLA spokesman Samson 
Kwaje told Reuters the rebels would 
only cease their campaign when talks 
start on October 14.

The SPLA wants more autonomy 
for the south, which is mainly animist 
with some Christians and Muslims, 
from the mainly Muslim north. Many 
other political, militia or ethnic 
groups are involved in the 19-year- 
old war in Africa’s largest country.
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Southwest Pacific nations 
team up to fight terror

YOGYAKARTA, Indonesia, Oct 5 
(Reuters) - Foreign ministers from six 
Pacific nations ended a day of talks in 
Indonesia’s ancient royal capital 
Yogyakarta on Saturday, vowing to 
fight terrorism together but said little 
about how they would do it.

The Philippines said it wanted inter­
national action against the Southeast 
Asian Muslim group Jemaah Islamiah, 
while other nations were less specific, 
only saying they wanted more coopera­
tion, particularly on sharing of informa­
tion.

“We have asked for international 
action against the spreading menace of 
the Jemaah Islamiah which has a con­
spiracy to seek a pan-Islamic nation 
expanding from Indonesia to Malaysia 
to Singapore to southern Philippines,” 
Philippine Foreign Secretary Blas Ople 
told a news conference at the end of the 

talks.
“There is an urgent need to declare 

these organisations terrorist organisa­
tions,” he added.

Indonesia, which has been criticised 
as Southeast Asia's weakest link in the 
war on terror, said the talks — dubbed 
the South West Pacific Dialogue — 
were fruitful but indicated there were 
differences.

When asked for his views on a U.S. 
military presence in the region to help 
combat terrorism, Indonesia’s Foreign 
Minister Hassan Wirajuda said: “The 
six countries have different positions 
and views on this issue and it is a matter 
for each sovereign state to detect how to 
deal with this under their terms of coop­
eration with the United States.”

The forum groups Indonesia, 
Australia, the Philippines, Papua New 
Guinea, New Zealand and East Timor, a 

former Indonesian province declared 
formally independent earlier this year.
People Smuggling

The six countries also signed a broad 
pact for greater co-operation on issues 
from people smuggling, money launder­
ing and drug trafficking to endorsing the 
conclusion of last month’s Earth 
Summit in Johannesburg.

Australia said the talks were particu­
larly useful on people smuggling, an 
issue which soured relations between 
Canberra and Jakarta.

Indonesia’s vast archipelago is 
favoured by Middle Eastern and Afghan 
refugees as a jumping off point for 
Australia and many thousands of illegal 
immigrants have made the perilous sea 
voyage south only to end up in desert 
detention camps in Australia’s outback.

“It doesn’t sound very much but actu­
ally is very important, exchanging 

information with each other about the 
people smuggling racket, about who’s 
doing what and where they’re doing it,” 
said Australian Foreign Minister 
Alexander Downer.

Downer also reaffirmed Australia 
would not interfere with Indonesia over 
its handling of separatist issues plagu­
ing its remote eastern province of 
Papua.

“We don’t challenge the territorial 
integrity of Indonesia. If other countries 
started to support these successionist 
movements around Indonesia, it will 
contribute to enormous destabilisation 
in the region.”

Bilateral relations between the two 
neighbours were also badly bruised by 
Australia’s military involvement in East 
Timor after the territory voted to break 
from 24 years of Indonesian rule in 
August 1999.

Chemical tanker sinks 
off Japan after collision
TOKYO, Oct 5 (Reuters) - A 

Japanese chemical tanker sank after 
colliding with a container ship on 
Saturday, prompting fears of a leak of 
its cargo, coastguard officials said.

The 411-tonne Eiwa Maru, carrying 
500 tonnes of the thinner xylene, hit the 
52,103-tonne Panamanian-registered 
Ever Reward at around 3:00 a.m. (1800 
GMT) about 20 miles (30 km) off 
Japan’s Izu peninsula, roughly 160 km 
(100 miles) west of Tokyo.

There were no indications of a major 
leak after the tanker sank around seven 
hours after the collision.

“There are no signs of any large leak 
at this point,” said an official with the 
Japanese coastguard in Yokohama, near 
Tokyo.

The spokesman for the Yokohama 
disaster prevention centre said that 
while xylene can be toxic in high con­
centrations, it is not water-soluble and 
any that leaked out would float to the 
surface.

“There it will evaporate, taking from 
minutes — if there is a strong wind — 

up to five hours to completely disap­
pear,” he added. “So the chance of dam­
age, even to marine life, is likely to be 
minimal.”

The Eiwa Maru’s crew of four 
escaped on a life raft and were picked 
up by a nearby ship, an official at the 
Shimoda coastguard station on Izu said. 
They went to hospital with minor 
injuries.

There was no damage to the contain­
er ship, which continued on course to 
Shimizu harbour on the Izu peninsula.

Weather conditions were fine and 
visibility good at the time of the acci­
dent, the official said, but he declined to 
speculate on the cause pending an 
investigation.

A ship with personnel trained to con­
tain chemical leaks was among four 
vessels dispatched to the site.

Xylene, used as thinner and to make 
plastic resins, evaporates rapidly from 
soil and surface water and sunlight 
breaks it into less toxic substances, the 
U.S. Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry says at its Web site.

Pakistan election 
commission 

downplays ‘rigging’
ISLAMABAD, Oct 5 (Reuters) - 

Pakistan’s Election Commission dis­
missed talk on Saturday that the govern­
ment was “pre-rigging” the October 10 
parliamentary elections, and vowed to 
make sure voting was free and fair.

The Election Commission was wide­
ly criticised earlier this year for the con­
duct of a referendum extending 
President Pervez Musharraf’s rule, with 
independent observers saying the April 
vote was massively rigged in 
Musharraf’s favour.

This time around many political par­
ties say General Musharraf, who took 
power in a bloodless coup in 1999, is 
rigging the elections in advance, partly 
by pressuring leading local politicians 
to join a pro-government political party, 
PML(QA). But Election Commission 
secretary Hassan Mohammed told a 
news conference there was no substance 
to the allegations.

“We have received letters of com­
plaints from various people, including 
leaders of political parties about the 
possibility of pre-poll rigging,” he said.

“But I assure you that the election 
commission — and indeed the entire 
government — is making every effort to 
ensure the elections are held in a man­
ner that is free and fair and totally trans­
parent.”

Hassan said the idea that the govern­
ment favoured PML(QA) was “false, 
utterly baseless and does no service to 
either the Election Commission... or 
democracy”.

His comments were immediately dis­
missed by one of Pakistan’s smaller 

political parties, the Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(Movement for Justice) headed by for­
mer cricketer Imran Khan.

“This is a blatant lie,” said Akbar 
Babar, the party’s information secretary. 
"I have irrefutable evidence that gov­
ernment machinery and employees are 
being used to drum up support for the 
PML(QA).”

Babar said he had photographs show­
ing district government leaders address­
ing political rallies on behalf of 
PML(QA).

“If this isn’t rigging, what else is?,” 
he asked.

Thursday’s polls mark the fifth time 
in 14 years that Pakistanis have voted to 
elect a new government.

None of the previous four civilian 
administrations have been able to com­
plete their tenures, each accused of mas­
sive corruption and misrule. Three were 
dismissed- by presidential decree, the 
fourth overturned by Musharraf’s coup.

Musharraf accuses exiled former 
Prime Ministers Benazir Bhutto and 
Nawaz Sharif of looting the country and 
has effectively barred them from return­
ing to Pakistan to contest the elections.

With Bhutto and Sharif excluded, and 
public rallies strictly controlled, these 
elections have a somewhat lacklustre 
air. Voter turnout, just 34 percent in 
1997, is again expected to be low.

Observers from the European Union 
and the Commonwealth will be at the 
elections, but Hassan said some 300 out 
of over 64,000 polling stations had been 
declared “off limits” to foreign 
observers for security reasons.

East Timor’s Prez. 
doubts troop 
misconduct

YOGYAKARTA, Indonesia, Oct 5 
(Reuters) - East Timor’s Foreign 
Minister Jose Ramos-Horta said on 
Saturday he doubted allegations 
Australian troops tortured pro-Jakarta 
militiamen and shot one in the head dur­
ing a peace mission in the territory in 
1999.

The Australian military revealed two 
years ago it was investigating alleged 
misconduct by its elite Special Air 
Service (SAS) over an ambush near East 
Timor’s border town of Suai in which 
two militiamen were killed and others 
captured.

But the incident was thrust back into 
the spotlight on Thursday by reports that 
U.N. investigators had exhumed the 
bodies of the two militia members and 
would investigate allegations one of 
them was shot or kicked in the head.

“I don't think there was any torture or 
any deliberate harm done (to the militia­
men),” Ramos-Horta told Reuters on the 
sidelines of a meeting between six 
Southwest Pacific nations in the 
Indonesian city of Yogyakarta.

But the former Timorese independ­
ence campaigner said he had full confi­
dence in Australia’s military to probe the 

matter.
“If the information is well founded, 

they will take the necessary action with­
in Australia,” he added.

The allegations threaten to sully the 
highly-praised role Australia played in 
leading a United Nations force in East 
Timor after a vote for independence 
from Indonesia sparked violence by pro­
Jakarta militia.

The U.N., which ran the territory after 
the vote and until formal independence 
in May this year, estimates around 1,000 
people were killed in the mayhem.

The investigation is examining alle­
gations over the cause of one of the 
men’s deaths on October 6, 1999, and 
claims some of the prisoners were treat­
ed brutally and tortured during interro­
gation.

The U.N. exhumed the bodies as part 
of a routine procedure into violent 
deaths.

East Timor, a former Portuguese 
colony, was accepted as the 191st mem­
ber of the U.N. late last month.

Although the U.N. has transferred its 
local powers to the new government, its 
peacekeepers are still active there.

2,000 Nepalis 
rally to support 
sacking of PM

ATHMANDU, Oct 5 (Reuters) - 
About 2,000 demonstrators rallied 
in Nepal’s capital on Saturday to 
support the sackin of the prime 
minister by the king, a move that 
has plunged th Himalayan kingdom 
into a fresh political crisis.

“We support the action taken by 
our king. Our king and country are 
dearer than our hearts,” shouted 
participants at the rally organised 
by the Nepal Patriotic Association 
as they marched through the heart 

of Kathmandu.
Police said security had been 

stepped up since King Gyanendra 
stunned the impoverished nation on 
Friday, saying he was dismissing 
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur 
Deuba, postponing elections and 
assuming temporary power.

He said he made the decision 
because of worsening law and 
order in Nepal, which is battling a 
growing revolt by Maoist rebels 
that has killed thousands of people.

Ousted Nepalese Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba talks to supporters 
at his residence in the capital Katmandu on October 5, 2002.
Deuba was sacked by Nepal’s King Gyanendra on Friday night after seek­
ing a year’s delay of parliamentary elections because of mounting rebel 
violence. REUTERS
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‘Anarchists’ tried to break police barrier

Anti-US protestors clash 
with Greek police on Iraq

RETHYMNO, Greece, Oct 5 
(Reuters) - Demonstrators protesting 
against a possible U.S. strike on Iraq 
clashed with police on Saturday a few 
hundred metres (yards) away from a 
meeting by European Union defence 
ministers on the Greek island of Crete.

Police said the clashes erupted when 
about 300 leftists and self-styled anar­
chists carrying anti-war banners tried 
to break through a police checkpoint 
blocking access to a hotel in the sea­
side town of Rethymno, where the 
informal EU ministerial meeting was 
taking place.

“Don’t bomb Iraq," read many of 
the banners, written in eight different 
languages.

Police said one man was slightly 
hurt in the clashes and there were no 
arrests.

U.S. President George W. Bush is 
lobbying for a tougher U.N. resolution 
against Iraq, saying President Saddam 
Hussein should be removed because 
he is trying to build an arsenal of 
nuclear, biological and chemical 
weapons.

Iraq denies the charges and recently 
agreed to let U.N. arms inspectors into 
Iraq to search for illegal weapons.

Most European countries, apart 
from Britain, oppose the U.S. stand on 
Iraq.

Hundreds of Greek police, armed 
with batons and wearing gas masks, 
had lined up along the main road out­
side the seaside town to prevent the 
rally from reaching the ministerial 
meeting.

Police agreed to allow three protes­
tors through to deliver a protest letter

against the war to Greek defence offi­
cials.

The rest of the demonstrators 
ignored calls to disperse and moved 
forward towards the police line, shout­
ing, “No more blood for oil”. The pro­
testers hurled stones, glass bottles and 
wooden sticks at police, slightly injur­
ing a cameraman, as police fought 
them back with batons.

“We told them they could not go 
through to the hotel but they tried any­
way and we had orders to stop them,” 
a local police official told Reuters. 
“There was no way they could be 
allowed to approach the meeting,” he 
said.

“The EU will not get rid of us that 
easily. See you at the summit in 
Thessaloniki,” one protester said,

referring to the northern Greek city 
hosting the EU summit in spring 2003.

Greece, which will hold the EU's 
rotating six-month presidency from 
January 1, chaired Saturday’s meeting 
as it already presides over the 15- 
nation bloc’s security and defence pol­
icy. Denmark, currently holding the 
EU presidency, had opted out of chair­
ing it.

Greek protesters clash with policemen blocking a road leading to a hotel where a meeting of EU Defence ministers 
takes place in the town of Rethymno on Greece’s southern island of Crete October 5, 2002. A few hundreds leftists 
marched from the centre of Rethymno protesting against U.S. plans to strike Baghdad. REUTERS

He fought for the Taliban in Afghanistan

Tearful American
Lindh gets 20 years

ALEXANDRIA, Va., Oct 4 (Reuters) 
- A U.S. judge on Friday sentenced a 
tearful and apologetic John Walker 
Lindh, the American captured by U.S. 
forces during the war in Afghanistan, to 
20 years in prison for fighting in sup­
port of the Taliban.

Before the sentence was announced, 
Lindh apologized for his actions and 
told the court he regretted ever joining 
the Taliban and did not do so in order to 
fight America.

“You made a bad choice to join the 
Taliban and to engage in that effort over 
there,” U.S. District Judge T.S. Ellis 
told Lindh as he pronounced sentence. 
Lindh, 21, must serve a minimum of 17 
years, if he is given time off for good 
behavior.

Dressed in a green prison jumpsuit, 
Lindh tearfully read a statement for 
about 15 minutes, breaking down in 
sobs repeatedly as he apologized for his 
actions.

Under a July plea deal, Lindh was 
spared a possible life prison sentence, 
and all terrorism charges against him 
were dropped. In exchange, he pleaded 
guilty to two charges of aiding the 
Taliban and carrying explosives and 
agreed to cooperate with authorities and 
be interrogated.

The hard-line Islamic Taliban, which 
harbored the al Qaeda network led by 
Osama bin Laden, ruled Afghanistan 
until it fell last year after a huge U.S. air 
assault.

Lindh had originally been charged 
with 10 counts of conspiring to kill 
Americans and conspiring with the 
Taliban and al Qaeda. The United States 
blames bin Laden and al Qaeda for the 
Sept. 11 attacks that killed more than

3,000 people.
“I went to 

Afghanistan 
because I believed 
it was my religious 
duty to assist my 
fellow Muslims 
militarily in their 
jihad,” said Lindh, 
who converted to 
Islam as a teen­
ager. “I have never 
understood jihad 
to mean anti- 
Americanism or 
terrorism: I con­
demn terrorism on 
every level 
unequivocally.”

Just hours 
before Lindh's 
sentencing, Briton 
Richard Reid 
declared himself 
an enemy of the 
United. States as he 
pleaded guilty in a 
court in Boston to 
trying to blow up 
an airplane with 
explosives in his 
shoes.

Five U.S. citizens indicted
U.S. officials said they were pushing 

forward in their war against terrorism as 
they announced an indictment of five 
U.S. citizens and one Jordanian accused 
of being part of a “suspected terrorist 
cell.”

American Taliban reviled by some 
Americans

Reviled by 
some 
Americans who 
saw him as a 
traitor, Lindh, 
who became 
known as the 
American 
Taliban, was 
caught in 
Afghanistan in 
late November 
while fighting 
with the 
Taliban. He was 
handed over to 
the U.S. mili­
tary on Dec. 1, 
2001.

“I understand 
why so many 
Americans were 
angry when I 
was first dis­
covered in 
Afghanistan,” 
Lindh said. “I 
realize that 
many still are. 
But I hope that 
with time and 
understanding, 

those feelings will change.”
“I made a mistake by joining the 

Taliban,” he said, his voice breaking 
and halting. “I want the American peo­
ple to know that had I realized then 
what J know now about the Taliban, I 
would never have joined them.’’

Lindh's lead attorney, James 
Brosnahan, said that now that Lindh 
had “‘fessed up,” it was time for the 
U.S. government to find “some real ter-

rorists.”
"They (the American people) are not 

one bit safer today because John is in 
jail,” Brosnahan said after the hearing. 
“He did not go to Afghanistan to fight 
Americans. He opposes terrorism in 
every way.”

Lindh said that while in Afghanistan 
he more fully understood what the 
Taliban stood for and became aware of 
the relationship between the Taliban 
leaders and bin Laden.

“Bin Laden’s terrorist attacks are 
completely against Islam, completely 
contrary to the conventions of jihad and 
without any justification whatsoever,” 
he said. “His grievances, whatever they 
may be, cannot be addressed by acts of 
injustice and violence against innocent 
people in America."

Ellis noted that Lindh had told his 
interrogators he feared for his fife and 
that is why he did not flee once he real­
ized the Americans had entered into the 
fighting between the Taliban and the 
U.S.-backed Northern Alliance.

He suggested Lindh reflect on why 
he did not take action despite hearing 
talk that future al Qaeda attacks on the 
United States were planned.

“You were willing to give your life 
for the Taliban but not for your coun­
try,” he said.

Ellis allowed Johnny Spann, the 
father of the CIA agent killed during a 
prison uprising in Afghanistan last year, 
to speak. Spann accused Lindh, who 
was at the Afghan prison when Johnny 
Micheal Spann was killed, of knowing 
more than he had admitted to about the 
death of his son.

Ellis said he was confident Lindh had 
no role in Spann's killing.

A U.S. judge sentenced John Walker 
Lindh, the American captured in 2001 by 
U.S. forces during the war in 
Afghanistan, to 20 years in prison for 
fighting in support of the Tailban, on 
October 4, 2002. REUTERS

U.S. arrests four in 
terrorism investigation

WASHINGTON, Oct 4 (Reuters) - 
Four “suspected terrorist cell" mem­
bers were arrested on Friday for con­
spiring after the Sept. 11 attacks last 
year to join al Qaeda and Taliban 
forces fighting against the United 
States in Afghanistan, Attorney 
General John Ashcroft said.

The four were among six charged 
defendants — five U.S.-born citizens 
and a Jordanian living in the United 
States. All six were onetime residents 
in Portland, Oregon. Ashcroft said two 
defendants remain “at large overseas.”

“We’ve neutralized a suspected ter­
rorist cell within our borders,” 
Ashcroft told a news conference in 
announcing the charges against the six 
defendants.

The four-count indictment alleges a 
conspiracy to levy war against the 
United States, a conspiracy to provide 
material support and resources to al 
Qaeda — the group Washington 
blames for the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks 
— a conspiracy to contribute services 
to al Qaeda and the Taliban, and pos­
session of firearms to further crimes of 
violence.

If convicted, the defendants could 
face up to life in prison, Ashcroft said.

The defendants were identified as 
Jeffrey Leon Battle, a 32-year-old for­
mer U.S. Army Reserve member; 
Patrice Lumumba Ford, 31; Ahmed 
Ibrahim Bilal, 24; Muhammad 
Ibrahim Bilal, 22; Habis Abdulla al 
Saoub, 37, the Jordanian; and October 
Martinique Lewis, 25, who was 
Battle’s ex-wife.

After the Sept. 11 attacks, the indict­
ment charges that all of the defendants 
but Lewis acquired various firearms 
and engaged in weapons and physical 
training for preparation to fight a jihad 
(holy war), Ashcroft said.

In October 2001, as U.S. troops 
entered into battle against the Taliban 
regime in Afghanistan, the indictment 
charges that Battle, Ford, Muhammad 
Bilal, Ahmed Bilal and al Saoub began 
to travel to Afghanistan to join forces 
with Taliban and al Qaeda troops, 
Ashcroft said.

Purchased airline tickets to Hong 
Kong

The indictment charges the five

defendants purchased airline tickets to 
Hong Kong with the intent of traveling 
to Afghanistan from China and 
Pakistan, he said.

On Nov. 2, 2001, Battle told his ex- 
wife that the group had encountered 
difficulties crossing the border of 
China into Afghanistan, according to 
the indictment.

It charges that on eight occasions, 
Lewis wired $2,800 to Battle overseas, 
knowing the money would be used to 
support his attempt to reach 
Afghanistan.

The indictment says that while in 
Bangladesh attempting to get into 
Afghanistan, Battle made sure he was 
discharged from the reserves. Ashcroft 
said Battle enlisted to receive military 
training that he intended to use against 
the United States.

According to the indictment, Battle, 
Ford, and Muhammad Bilal returned 
to the United States in late 2001 and 
early 2002.

Battle, Ford and Lewis are in cus­
tody in Portland while Muhammad 
Bilal was in custody in Detroit, a U.S. 
Justice Department official said.

In Detroit, Bilal, clad in a black col­
larless shirt with blue sweat pants, 
spoke only briefly in court before fed­
eral marshals bundled him off in 
handcuffs.

A U.S.-born American citizen, of 
Saudi Arabian descent, he was 
ordered held without bond pending his 
extradition to Oregon to face the 
charges.

Bilal was described by a govern­
ment prosecutor as unemployed. But 
she said he had traveled recently to 
Hong Kong, China and Indonesia, had 
“substantial ties to family in Saudi 
Arabia,” and posed a flight risk as 
well as “a danger to the community.”

He had been visiting a sister for the 
past month in Dearborn, a community 
just outside Detroit that boasts one of 
the heaviest concentrations of Arabs 
and Muslim Americans outside the 
Middle East.

Bilal’s court-appointed attorney had 
asked that he be held, under house 
arrest if necessary, at his sister’s 
home, but the court denied the request 
after the hearing which lasted no more 
than about 10 minutes.

Jeffrey Leon Battle Patrice Lumumba Ford October Martinuque Lewis

Muhammad Ibrahim Bilal Habis Abdulla al Saoub Ahmed Ibrahim Bilal

Announcement
Modern Nahdah School is currently 

seeking for English teachers.

The teachers must possess good 
English in written and verbal 
communication skills and she should 
be graduated from Faculty of 
Education.

So contact us 
373206 
373209
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YT Business
Old Zabid treasured 
as ancient world site

MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI

By Yemen Times staff

T
he ancient city of Zabid is 
being targeted as a prime 
example of how preserving 
urban heritage will help 
Yemen’s economy.

Zabid is the recent recipient of a 
strategy implemented by the Dutch 
government in co-operation with 
UNESCO.

The new plan has been implemented 
at the city’s fortress for the purpose of 
creating an awareness of the economic 
value of urban heritage.

The campaign activities have been 
permeated with numerous theatrical 
parts, Zabid fashion show, Zabid wed­
ding customs and children drawings, an 
exhibition containing drawings express­
ing sufferings of the city of Zabid.

The five-year program of heritage 
and preservation of old Yemeni cities 
was established in 2000.

The program has taken into consider­
ation the city of Zabid and a number of 
other cities. It focuses on the environ­
ment where they are built because of 
their relationship to the urban fabric of 
these cities. It also intends to give 
prominence to characteristics of these 
cities with regard to historical aspects, 
architectural styles and modes of tradi­
tional life in them.

The city of Zabid is located on an ele­
vation between Zabid valley to the 
south and Raqa’a valley to the north, to 
the south of the new city at a distance of 
about. 100 km on the Hodeidah-Taiz 
road and at midway between the moun­
tains and the Red Sea.

Zabid is one of the world cities that 
UNESCO has decided is a world her-

itage. What it needs now is a fertile 
economic and tourist environment.

The supervisor of the project says 
goals of the Dutch developmental poli­
cy are to reduce poverty and this policy 
applies to the poor in Yemen's urban 
areas. This means that the program con­
centrates on the significance of improv­
ing the living condition of people in old 
cities. "Culture has great economic, and 
development factors as the tourist could 
be developed to for an important eco­
nomic resource by reviving historical 
cities, he added.

According to the program publica­
tions, the revival of the city of Zabid 
would contribute to developing the 
domestic economy, “as the reviving 
operation would make this city, and oth­
ers, more attracting to private sector 
investors and would lead to push for­
ward the wheel of developing urban 
economy.”

Meanwhile, the preservation and 
rehabilitation of Zabid would urge the 
population to adhere to living and work­
ing and investing their old houses. And 
the process of reconstruction of

destroyed parts would create job oppor­
tunities contributing to reduce unem­
ployment in the labor market.

Throughout its long history the city 
of Zabid has been a centre of science 
and civilization and Islamic radiation. It 
has witnessed development in the fields 
of arts, architecture, industry, agricul­
ture and fortresses and walls and deco­
ration of doors.

As for the wall of the city of Zabid, it 
is different from walls of historical 
cities in Yemen. It is built of baked 
bricks, mud and gypsum. There are 29

old mosques in the city, most famous of 
which is al-Asha’er mosque established 
by the prophet companion Abumousa 
al-Asha’ri in 8 Hegera year. The 
mosque of prophet companion Ma’adh 
Jabal is situated at the head of Zabid 
valley.

The program continues its campaign 
in cooperation with the local council of 
the city and other concerned authorities 
for the protection of the city of Zabid. It 
urge the population for cooperation in 
order to improve their economic condi­
tions.

Part of the ancient city of Zabid, among the most valued historical cities on Earth.

Then and now

Aden & its port
By Ridwan Al-Saqqaf 
Aden Bureau Chief

A
fter years of economic 
depression, Yemen’s 
southern port city of 
Aden is reviving thanks 
to the establishment of 

the Aden container port and free zone.
To know more about the history of 

this great port which was once of the 
most famous ports in the world, Mr. 
Radwan Assaqaf, Aden bureau chief, 
met with the marketing director of the 
Yemen Port Authority, Mr. Adbulrab 
Al Khulaqi. Here’s an edited version of 
their conversation.

Q: Could you give us a historical 
background on the port of Aden?

A: Aden has a deep-rooted trade his­
tory. It was announced as a free port 
and the sole port for exporting coffee 
in Yemen in 1850.

The inauguration of Suez Canal in 
1869 led to the revival of Aden as a 
meeting point between East and West.

In 1855 an armlet was established in 
Mua’ala, As a result, the customs cen­
ter was moved there in 1864 and coal 
exports increased in Aden.

In 1870, a telegraph station was 
established in Aden which facilitated 
communication between West and 
East. Thus, there was a trade boom in 
Aden from 1885 to 1910. Other neigh­
boring ports became secondary ports.

When coal was replaced by steam, 
ship traffic doubled and the demand for 
expanding the port for bigger vessels 
increased. Port expansion was initiated 
in 1891.

In 1931, Aden had four quays, and it

received about 150 vessels monthly. 
But the best trade business of the port 
began in 1950, when it was receiving 
around 40-50 vessels daily.

In 1955, Aden refinery and oil port 
was established to meet the vessels 
need of fuel and in 1960, another three 
quays were built to provide vessels 
with fuel while calling at the port. In 
the sixties, Aden was of the most active 
ports in the world due to its strategic 
location and unique services.

However, the port declined after 
Yemen’s independence, not only in the 
number of vessels, but also in the serv­
ices offered. The decline was ascribed 
to the closure of Suez Canal, the Gulf 
War, Yemen’s civil war, and other 
political disputes.

At unification, however. Aden was 
named a free zone and then it was re­
established as a container port in 1997. 
Aden could resume its place in both 
regional and international levels. 
Container port capacity reached 57,000 
containers.

Q: What are unique features of 
Aden port?

A: Aden port is located at the junc­
ture of the Red Sea and Aden Gulf, So 
it is on an international trade line 
which connects the Far East and 
America. Ships need only four nautical 
miles to reach the guiding station, the 
surrounding water of the port is clean 
of coral reefs, which helps set marine 
marks, and it has moderate climate, 
which enables the port to work 365 
days annually.

Moreover, the port of Aden is of 
deep water, protected by series of 500- 
meter high mountains from east and

south, which save it from seasonal 
winds in winter. It’s also surrounded by 
mountains of 350 meters from the 
south and west, which protects it from 
summer winds. The strategic location 
of the port qualifies it for providing 
transit services for good across east 
Africa, red sea, Indian subcontinent 
and Arab gulf.

Q: What is the future of the port, 
and what about challenges?

A: Future plans focus on restructur­
ing the YPA, computerization, improv­
ing services by bringing up-to-date 
equipment, improving staff through 
special courses, and offering help to 
the private sector to build-up special­
ized anchorages.

The key problems we are now facing 
include a lack of financial support to 
carry out needed programs and proj­
ects, difficulty of coordinating work­
ers, and a shortage in well-qualified 
workers.

Adbulrab Al Khulaqi

Prior to 9/11, Yemeni tourism saw ...

10 years 
of growth

View of the old town Of Thula Photo by Abdulrahman Taha

By Yemen Times staff

W
hile in the last year it 
has suffered losses 
from the 9/11 attacks 
on the U.S., tourism 
in Yemen has been 

on a steady rise over the last decade, 
according to the Ministry of Tourism.

Between 1991 and 2001, the number 
of tourists in Yemen, annually, rose 
from 43,656 to 75,579, a rise of 73%.

Tourist resources resulting from 
tourist activity during the same period 
increased from US $21 million in 1991 
to US $67 million in 2001.

Hotels, tourist & travel agencies, 
restaurants and parks and clubs have 
also witnessed steady growth during the 
past years. Tourist facilities have 
increased from 768 in 1991 to 2.329 in 
2001, an increase by 203%, according 
to the ministry.

The number of hotel beds has 
increased from 8,523 in 1991 to 32,342 
in 2001. Manpower volume in tourist 
facilities has risen to 17,950 employees.

It was World Tourism Day on 
September 23.

Since 9/11, Yemen, however, has lost 
an estimated $1 billion in tourism and 
other loosed.

The Road 
Ahead
New 

business 
strategies
By Raidan A. Al-Saqqaf 
r_saqqaf@hotmail.com

A
s everything is 
subject to 
change, a busi­
ness organiza­
tion is also 

subject to change.
Organizational change can be 
a result of changes in market­
place demands, competition, 
new products and services or 
fluctuations in the economic 
conditions. These changes 
necessitate business organiza­
tions to revise and redefine 
their strategies.

Time and again, creative 
administrations have enlarged 
the boundaries of their busi­
nesses by re-evaluating their 
assets and their applications in 
order to bring the business 
back into track. This is why it 
is best to start with adopting a 
better asset utilization strategy.

Redefining a business strate­
gy through an asset utilization 
strategy could bring into con­
sideration new options that are 
more viable. For example as 
many smaller computer manu­
facturers find it harder to com­
pete with the giants in that 
field, they shift their focus 
from computers into computer 
accessories and supplements.

Assets can be in the form of 
physical assets, Production 
capacities, and skills. In fact, 
the ability to match skills with 
physical assets can ensure 
their maximum utilization, 
like, for example, how 
advanced engineering skills 
can help in increasing the pro­
duction capacity of a machine.

Examples of skills can be 
production & engineering 
skills, marketing skills, plan­
ning and coordination skills, 
and fund management skills. 
Such skills are essential in 
order to appreciate the true 
value of an organization, 
which lies in the skills of its 
people who are again the most 
important asset in an organiza­
tion.

If their skills are properly 
utilized they would act as 
resources that can facilitate 
and open new business oppor­
tunities. Look at the Yemen 
Times for example; Event 
management skills were uti­
lized in creating events such 
as the upcoming training 
course on press coverage of 
the coming elections for jour­
nalists.

Tactical use of skills might 
present surprises. A good 
example is The National 
Trading Company (NATCO); 
the distributors of Ford & 
Hyundai vehicles in Yemen. 
After they faced difficulty in 
achieving their targeted sales 
volume, they redefined their 
strategy and used their market­
ing skills in fleet sales. They 
were very successful and an 
award winners.

Moving away from or 
divesting ourselves of the 
original business is sometimes 
critical for a business. The 
business strategy has to be 
redefined according to the 
resources available either as 
assets or skills and knowledge. 
This will help in meeting 
changes and increasing pres­
sure on the business organiza­
tions.
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Words of Wisdom

Individuals must be held accountable for the way 
they handle property, especially if it is publicly 
owned. Thus, drivers of government vehicles, 
operators of machines, and other people who have 
direct responsibility for government assets have to 
be constantly brought under supervision. By the 
way, this would also apply to traffic violations by 
government drivers. They should be made to pay 
for the tickets.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf. (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR 
OPINION

Use gun 
laws, 
NOW

T
he shootout at the British Embassy 
reminds us of two crucial issues we have 
been ignoring for so long in Yemen: 
weapons and law enforcement.

The spread of weapons has brought development 
in the country to a standstill in terms of security and 
stability. Tourists, expatriates, diplomats, investors, 
and others visiting in the country have been express­
ing concern about this issue, which is a stumbling 
stone hindering any progress for Yemen.

How many times have we - in the Yemen Times 
- been pointing at this problem? How many times 
have others done the same? When will the govern­
ment limit this danger that continues to inflict great 
damage to our country's reputation?

Even though the shootout was given great atten­
tion because it happened beside the British Embassy, 
I believe that this is a matter that needs not to be 
shelved any more. It is a matter of life or death for our 
country’s development, and it is up to the leadership 
to bring solutions to overcome it once and for all.

The illegal carrying of weapons is not the only 
problem. Our administration has a serious failure in 
enforcing the law. We cannot build a state of law 
unless the law is applied on all citizens alike with no 
exceptions. This is how modern and developed coun­
tries are formed: through implementing the law on 
every citizen. Only then will Yemenis feel the law is 
on their side when they are oppressed and know they 
will be given rights back after decades of humiliation.

When looking at poor Yemenis waiting at the 
courts, you feel the agony, frustration, and despera­
tion. They know their case may not be brought to a 
just end unless bribes are paid, and other means are 
taken. Why hasn't the state developed a proper legal 
system throughout the last decade? Why wait until 
the country is in total chaos?

Yemen is a country that requires a system to keep 
the balance between different tribal factions. That 
may be true, but it should not be the excuse to dismiss 
the law outright. No one including tribesmen want to 
live in a country with chaos. Everyone wants to guar­
antee that the law is applied to all citizens regardless 
of their position, background, and region.

Yemen faces a great challenge. If this situation 
continues, not only will we be seeing more violence 
and violations, we will probably see the loss of the 
public’s faith in the country’s administration.
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We need a new revolution
By Nadia Abdulaziz 
Al-Saqqaf

F
orty years after the revolu­
tion, we feel a difference in 
Yemen. I was not there 
when there were only three 
schools in what was called 

North Yemen, compared to thousands 
today. When the illiteracy rate was 
more than 90% compared to the 60 to 
70 per cent of today, but I can imagine.

I was not there when people thought 
what was beyond Yemen was only sea, 
compared to the awareness of the out­
side world among most Yemenis today, 
but I can imagine.

I was not there when the only duty 
women had was taking care of their 
homes and families, compared to now 
when they are given a chance to be 
something, at least once they break the 
family and outdated cultural chains. But 
I can imagine how oppressed they were. 

The revolution has done a lot for us. 
We, the post-revolution generation, 
only hear of what it was like without 
really appreciating what our fathers and

grandfathers have done for us.
It must be wonderful to be a legend. 

It must have been an extremely over­
whelming feeling when answering free­
dom's call in sacrificing lives in order to 
make a change to the better. Our fathers 
and grandfathers must have been very 
brave to fight an Imam who exploited 
the illiteracy of people in convincing 
them that he even had genies on his 
side.

But the revolution of a generation 
ago against the Imam was only one step 
in freedom road. Our task today 
remains large also. The earlier genera­
tion knew who their enemy was. We 
don't. They knew what to do about it. 
We don't. They knew whom to rely on. 
We don't.

If the revolutionaries were behind 
many of the achievements of today, 
who is responsible for the deterioration 
in our lives? If our fathers and grandfa­
thers are the ones who opened the door 
to liberty and righteousness, who are 
those ones who keep closing new doors 
in front of us now? Aren’t the youth 
supposed to make ‘it’ happen, whatever 
‘it’ is?

I am not ungrateful to what my 
fathers and grandfathers have done; I 
only question what happened the 
moment after the revolution was 
declared.

I also have one more question to 
those who lived the “dark ages” of the 
Imam. Were people’s lives so cheap that 
they could be killed on the streets, like 
what happened on Sunday in Hadda 
Street, for no reason at all? Honestly, 
was the justice system of the time so 
biased and corrupt then also? Were peo­
ple living in such un-humanly situations 
and miserable poverty then like they are 
today?

I want to become a freedom fighter 
too. Yes indeed! I want to make a 
change and carry on the legacy gained 
by the generations of the past. Should I 
start another revolution?

If yes, then against who? There is no 
Imam any more, so it should be a revo­
lution against corruption, injustice, 
poverty, and disorder.. but how do I do 
that?

Can any of the people who made it 
happen before tell me how to do it once 
again?

Yemen’s government and tribes

End the cozy marriage
MOHAMMED H.
AL-QADHI
mhalqadhi@yemen.net.ye

T
he recent shootout between 
the sons of Sheikh 
Abdullah Al-Ahmar and 
the police at the British 
embassy is an indicator of 

the power of the tribes and the weakness 
of the political regime in Yemen

Over the last 20 years the power of 
the tribal system has been enhanced and 
supported by the political regime that is 
still controlled and dominated by a num­
ber of tribal sheikhs. The tribe has 
become a stumbling block before exert­
ed efforts on the part of some intellectu­
als and liberals to build up a modern 
state ruled by law and order.

This marriage between the political 
system and the tribe has damaged and 
crippled the enactment of law and order 
in the society. This has encouraged the 
indifference and chaos of the tribe and 
supported disorder. Tribesmen and their 
sheikhs are more powerful than any­
thing. A tribal man can even slap a min­
ister in his office and beat him up.

The sons of Sheikh al-Ahmar and oth­

ers have repeatedly insulted policemen 
and broken the law. Every time, their 
acts go unpunished and they are consid­
ered heroes, even honored by the politi­
cal system itself which still believes that 
such guys are true men who have char­
acteristics of manliness and tribalism. 
This is simply why there is no respected 
government in the country.

The last incident shows clearly that 
there can be no harmony between the 
tribe and a modern and civilized state 
based on the law and order. One of the 
main duties of the government is to 
tame these tribesmen and enforce the 
power of law.

Not accidental
The incident was not accidental or 

normal as some have tried to put it. It 
shows how the tribe is still a real chal­
lenge to the modern society we all 
dream of and should work to attain.

The political system has showed no 
tolerance and leniency with people of 
other civilized cities like Taiz. Aden and 
others. But, when it comes to tribesmen, 
the state becomes very “wise". The 
police in such cases are to blame.

I have noticed during the shooting 
that some policemen were very zealous 
to enact law and stop the chaos of the

tribesmen and little sheikhs who made 
fun of the state. But, as usual, orders 
come from the top to stop enacting the 
law in tribal areas.

This is ridiculous. It is right that gov­
ernment tried not to encounter with the 
armed tribesmen, avoiding more blood­
shed. But, such behavior encouraged 
them to even blackmail the government.

I have heard the president was furi­
ous. But, his furiousness is not enough. 
He has been very liberal with the tribes 
during his reign. He has done well when 
he ordered the sons of al-Ahmar to be 
interrogated by the prosecutor. 
However, this is not enough. The public 
has to feel that there is just punishment 
coming to the attackers, just like other 
citizens. This would make us at least 
feel that the revolution that we are 
singing about all the time has made peo­
ple equal before the law.

I believe this could be a step for 
showing the power of the state and law. 
It will also initiate building up a modern 
state based on the law and order. 
However, this cannot be achieved unless 
the old marriage between the political 
regime and the tribe is finished.

Do you not think so?

Outrage at chamber
The elections that took recently at the 

Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
were a positive sign of the involvement 
and interest of traders and businessmen in 
the democratic process.

Unfortunately, what the chairman of the 
Sanaa governorate chamber did in assault­
ing his commercial deputy with his 
weapon is an outrage.

This threat caused dismay and anger 
among the chamber's members and the 
business community as a whole.

I call upon all merchants and the 
Chambers of Commerce General 
Federation in all governorates to condemn 
this action.

It contradicts our national goal to bring 
about a prosperous future for Yemen.

Ali Ali al-Shibani

Why does it take a 9-11 to move peo­
ple to help?

Concerned citizens took their cheque 
books out faster than the Twin Towers fell 
on 9/11, raising more than US $2.4 billion 
to assist families touched by this terrorist 
tragedy. President George W. Bush called 
these attacks an “act of war."

A greater tragedy, though, is that many 
more people die each year in Africa from 
acts of war and receive no compensation 
at all. Is an American life worth a million 
times more than that of an African?

Individuals who are able to give don't, 
believing their small contribution will do 
little. It only takes a little, however, by 
many, to do a lot.

Universal primary education is a good 
start. Estimates place the cost at around 
US $8 billion a year. This represents about 
four days worth of global military spend­
ing, or half the amount American parents 
spend on toys each year.

It is refreshing, then, to hear about 

Canadians like Riaz Abdullah and his 
school, the Canadian College of Business 
and Computers (CCBC). Riaz has been 
providing scholarships to Third-World 
students so they can study IT in Canada.

Now. the CCBC is leading an initiative 
to provide online education to as many as 
92 million African students at no cost to 
them. Governments and business should 
be supporting efforts like this and perhaps 
we’ll never experience another 9-11 
again.

Sean Mason, Toronto-Canada 
smason@idirect.com

The new crusaders
We as moderate Muslims thank the US 

for fighting Islamic fundamentalists such 
as al-Qaida and the Taliban. We are with 
the US 100% in its fight against terrorism 
and to seek justice and rid the world of 
such evils.

But isn’t time also to fight and curb the 
power and influence of Christen and 
Jewish Zionist fundamentalists who used 
and still using the might and power of the 
US government to implement theirs fun­
damentalist views, prophecies and agen­
da?

Those Christian and Jewish Zionists 
have succeeded in creating in 1948 their 
own “Taliban” government in Palestine 
and called it “Israel."

As much as our Islamic fundamentalists 
do scare the West, Christen and Jewish 
fundamentalists are scaring and terroriz­
ing us in the Muslim World, particularly 
in the Middle East.

What we are witnessing nowadays is a 
new war waged by President Bush and his 
war cabinet against any one opposes his 
Taliban “Israel”. For example when we 
examine his “axes of evil" Iraq, Iran, and 
North Korea, we find that none of these 
countries does actually threaten the US,

but in fact pose a threat to the security of 
Israel. Iraq and Iran pose a direct threat 
while North Korea sells weapons to the 
other two.

President Bush reads his Bible and 
interprets it fundamentally as much as 
when Bin Laden interprets his Quran. 
Unfortunately President Bush will risk 
world peace to implement his Biblical 
views in the Middle East without regard 
for international law and respect for 
human life.

President Bush, in my opinion, is more 
dangerous than Bin Laden because he 
heads the most powerful country in the 
world and he is a fundamentalist.

Fahad Salamah, Abu Dhabi, UAE 
f_salamh@yahoo.com

Americans will protest the war
I would like to applaud the Yemen 

Times for their insightful and balanced 
editorials. It is comforting to know that 
there is at least a few in the Middle East 
that doesn't blindly hate the United States. 
I would also like to say to the Yemeni peo­
ple that when the time comes for war. 
many Americans will protest in the streets.

Iraq may sponsor terrorism but, until it 
is proven beyond any doubt America must 
simply wait. What will be won if we 
defeat Iraq only to enrage an entire 
region? Islam must also bear some of the 
blame for the current situation. For a reli­
gion to teach hate and intolerance is a 
shame to the very God they embrace. 
Then to be indignant when the nation they 
attack strikes back at any that may threat­
en it makes no sense. So. to Muslims, try 
to understand America before you hate 
blindly. And to America, put away your 
weapons of war, we are falling from the 
greatest nation to the most hated.

Michael Brown 
michael.brown@nhsarasota.com

COMMON 
SENSE

Hassan Al-Haifi

Return Washington 
to American Indians

A
lmost since 1967, the American Zionist 
lobby has pressured and twisted the arms 
of every American congress and presi­
dent to pass a bill to make Jerusalem the 
home of the American Embassy in Israel.

Congress has often passed this ridiculous bill, but most 
American presidents, including former President 
Clinton, have wisely refused to sign such a cursed bill. 
Not until George W. Bush, have American presidents 
succumbed to the almost criminal methods used by the 
Zionist lobby to coax American officials to the whims of 
the evil Zionist dictates.

This has surely shown how vulnerable America can 
be to evil and how easily misled the American public is 
by their officials, who now have thrown the claim to be 
acting in the best interests of their constituencies out the 
window. For sure, the American public was kept in the 
dark about this latest fiasco by American officialdom, 
for surprisingly, the subject was almost given negligible 
mention in the American press. This observer continu­
ously followed CNN for three days since Bush signed 
this land deed to the Zionist state, in which he fully 
ignored the advice of all his advisors. Obviously, the 
American press succumbed to the whims of the Zionist 
censors, who now have even become the people who 
decide what Americans should know and what they 
should not know!

As such, one can only predict that the American 
Zionist lobby is actually working for the downfall of the 
Great Republic just so the Zionists can carry out their 
illicit ethnic cleansing of the Holy Land. Mr. Bush has 
forgotten the important role that the United States has 
played in the "peace process” and that America has 
become committed to ending the long-standing feud (80 
years), which was perpetrated by no other than the 
International Zionist establishment. It seems that Mr. 
Bush has forgotten everything sensible and logical and 
apparently is steering the Untied States into an oblivious 
course in foreign policy that has both its allies and 
friends baffled, not just in the Middle East but every­
where else. The obvious trend in the foreign policy 
positions of the White House is that if it does not come 
from the Zionist establishment in the United States or 
Tel Aviv, then it should be at least attractive to them.

Americans being swindled
We think the American people are being swindled by 

their politicians. The latter have become puppets, fol­
lowing the dictates of blind American Zionist ideolo­
gists, who would care the least what happens to 
America, or any other country for that matter as long as 
the Zionists are allowed to complete their evil plans to 
fulfill their mythological dreams. It does not matter 
how many people are slaughtered in the land that was 
destined to be the "Land of Peace”.

Amnesty International just came out with a report that 
showed that over 250 Palestinian children have been 
killed by the most modern lethal and destructive 
weapons that America has given free to their Zionist 
pals. Seventy of them were killed in the first three 
months of the Intifadah, before the suicide bombings 
even started! This is all in the name of fighting terror, 
which Mr. Bush believes his Zionist buddies are doing. 
Nothing could be further than the truth.

But then, it is hard to see if Mr. Bush fully under­
stands what truth and justice are really all about. Mr. 
Bush is in a saber rattling mood and he believes that war 
is the only course for America to take to tackle all his 
incompetence as a truly effective leader, who is acting 
in the best interests of all Americans and freedom lov­
ing people throughout the world.

One must wonder in amazement at the phenomenal 
skill displayed by the Zionist lobby in America. They 
have succeed in getting American politicians to forget 
their true constituencies and to succumb only to fulfill­
ing all wishes put to them by the Zionists, as if they 
have lost their own free will and the true feelings of 
most Americans.

We therefore remind Mr. Bush that just because 
America was created over the blood of millions of 
American indigenous Indians, he surely has no right to 
issue land deeds to other bloodsuckers of this age, who 
insist that their right to criminal undertakings is stamped 
with Apache helicopters and American tanks.

The naive political arithmetic of the American 
Congressmen and the even more ridiculous bigotry of 
the American White House and the American Zionist 
establishment could never do any good for the 
American people. We do not blame the American peo­
ple, for now they have become victims of the Zionist 
double-think and Zionist censor, who keeps them 
unaware of the dangerous course which the White 
House has committed to put us all on.

All I can say for now is God help us and God save 
America from the dangerous evil that has befallen it, 
before it is loo late. If Mr. Bush really wanted to be kind 
and merciful, why does he not also claim Washington, 
D. C. as the rightful capital of the Iroquois, the Sioux, 
the Apache the Cheyenne, etc. - those great nations that 
once held sway in what is now the United States. After 
all they are more entitled to it than Ariel Sharon or any 
of his constituents were ever entitled to any square inch 
of Palestine.
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Paranoia rules
Arab News Editorial

A
merica’s suspicion of 
everyone beyond its bor­
ders seems to reaching 
absurd proportions. The 
clearest demonstration of 

this has come with its treatment of its vis­
itors, specifically its guests from Muslim 
countries. Washington has now 
announced new guidance for immigra­
tion authorities, which makes it almost 
certain that this discrimination will 
become a regular fact of life for Muslim 
arriving at US borders.

The understandable international com­
plaints have begun. Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mohamad has 
renewed his earlier protest, which was 
prompted by the humiliating treatment of 
his deputy Ahmad Abdullah Badawi, 
who was ordered to remove his belt and 
shoes before being allowed to board a 
Los Angeles flight to New York. If a top 
government minister travelling on a 
diplomatic passport can be subjected to 
such cavalier usage, what chance has the 
ordinary Muslim traveler ?

It must be suspected that the US 
authorities have codified the hard-line 

behavior of their immigration people, as a 
result of the outstanding failure of the FBI 
and CIA to keep track of known Al- 
Qaeda members who entered the country 
before the bombing. Unfortunately, with 
America in a constant state of near hys­
terical terrorist alert, it is unlikely that 
these new regulations will achieve any­
thing more than giving utmost annoyance 
and often offense to many of its visitors.

With more than 350 entry points into 
the country, by land, sea and air. the 
attempt to monitor arrivals and departures 
effectively, is going to prove a bureau­
cratic nightmare. Officials nervous of 
censure from their bosses are likely to 
behave with ever more imperiousness 
than used to be the case. It was after all. 
never pleasant standing in the “foreign 
nationals arrival” queue waiting to be 
processed by an often abrupt and humor­
less official. And while this vast formal 
edifice is in place, it is likely that those 
who wish to the United States harm, will 
find secret ways to cross its extensive 
land borders or come ashore on its thou­
sands of miles of coastline.

Of course, Washington is not alone in 
this. Security at European airports has 
been tightened notably and once again 

there is clear discrimination toward 
Muslims. Indeed throughout Europe we 
are seeing a growing backlash against all 
foreigners, as epitomized by the increas­
ingly unsympathetic treatment of asylum 
seekers, who are now automatically 
assumed to be economic migrants and 
have to go to considerable lengths to 
prove their asylum claims.

However, though they are still feared, 
the Europeans are not new to terror 
attacks. By contrast, with the exception of 
the Oklahoma bombing, the United 
States had not known terrorism until Sept. 
11 2001. Now the kind of the free, which 
drew its people from every corner of the 
globe, is in the ironic position erecting 
barriers to the free movement of visitors, 
especially from the Muslim world. The 
danger here is quite clear. Once automat­
ic and officially sanctioned suspicion 
becomes the norm for new arrivals, the 
official focus could turn upon those 
Muslims who are US citizens. 
Institutionalized discrimination against 
these people is now but a relatively small 
step and it is one that was taken once 
before, when in 1941 the US treated loyal 
Japanese-Americans with heartless big­
otry.

Dangerous times 
in East Jerusalem

By Michael Jansen
Jordan Times

P
alestinians, Arabs and 
Muslims now face the very 
real danger that 
Washington could be com­
pelled by congressional fiat 

to recognise Israeli sovereignty over Al 
Quds Al Sharif (occupied East 
Jerusalem). In the 2003 Foreign 
Relations Authorisation Act. which 
provides funds for running the US 
State Department and foreign mis­
sions. Congress inserted provisions 
which could radically change US poli­
cy on the status of Jerusalem.

Section 214, titled "United States 
Policy with Respect to Jerusalem as the 
Capital of Israel”, calls upon the presi­
dent to begin relocating the US 
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, 
prohibits the use of US government 
funds for any official document which 
does not speak of Jerusalem as Israel's 
capital, says a US citizen bom in 
Jerusalem can list Israel as his country 
of birth and excludes funding for the 
US consulate in East Jerusalem unless 
it is placed under the supervision of the 
ambassador to Israel. The fourth and 
final provision is the clincher. The East 
Jerusalem Consulate, a leftover from 
the 1948-1967 period when this sector 
of the city was under Jordanian rule, 
has always been independent of the US 
embassy in Israel. The consulate 
reports directly to the State 
Department. Placing the consulate 
under the US ambassador to Israel 
would, in effect, amount to US recog­
nition of East Jerusalem as part of 
Israel’s capital. This would constitute a 
volte-face in US policy which does not 
recognise the city as Israel’s capital 
and holds that the city’s final status 
should be determined by negotiations 
between Palestinians and Israelis.

Indeed, placing the East Jerusalem 
consulate under the ambassador would 
be much more prejudicial to 
Palestinian, Arab and Muslim interests 
in the Holy City than shifting the 
embassy from Tel Aviv to West 
Jerusalem.

According to yesterday’s Jerusalem 
Post, "AIPAC, the leading pro-Israel 
lobby in Washington, had sought such 
legislative language for years, but it 
has always [been] blocked by the 
White House. This year, administration 
and State Department officials, perhaps 
distracted by the Iraq crisis, did not 
lobby [the] House and Senate leader­
ship to omit the clauses they oppose.” 
The Jerusalem section was introduced 
by Representative Anthony Weiner, a 
Democrat from New York.

Instead of vetoing or refusing to sign

the legislation, President George Bush 
II signed the bill and submitted a writ­
ten objection to Section 214. Bush 
should have risked Congress’ threat to 
shut down the State Department and 
US missions abroad. The legislators 
would have had to climb down in fair­
ly short order. But Congress knew full 
well when it submitted the bill that 
Bush would never do this. For, Bush 
personally is the “most pro-Israel pres­
ident” to ever sit in the Oval Office of 
the White House. And he is surrounded 
by cabinet colleagues — Vice- 
President Dick Cheney, Defence 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, his deputy 
Paul Wolfowitz, and National Security 
Adviser Condoleezza Rice — who 
even more committed to Israel than 
Bush.

Policy remains unchanged
Having signed the bill, Bush tried to 

shed his responsibilities, stating that 
US policy on Jerusalem “has not 
changed’’ and making the point that he 
would resist any attempt to make the 
bill’s provisions on Jerusalem “manda­
tory”. He claimed this would overstep 
the limits of the legislature’s powers. 
Congress is empowered to “advise” the 
president on the conduct of foreign 
policy, but not dictate to him, and to 
“consent” to the policies he adopts and 
provide the funding to carry them out.

In previous years. Congress attempt­
ed, without success, to compel presi­
dents to shift the US embassy from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem, granting Israel’s 
demand for US recognition of the city 
as its capital. Bush’s pro-Israel prede­
cessors managed to evade this demand 
by putting off implementation, claim­
ing that such a move would harm US 
interests in the region. While Bush 
made it clear that he would follow his 
predecessors’ example, he will have a 
much more difficult time trying to 
evade the provisions of Section 214 
than his predecessors had dealing with 
the embassy issue. On the one hand. 
Bush could be denied the funds to 
maintain the East Jerusalem consulate, 
forcing it to close. Shutting down the 
facility could be construed as with­
drawing US recognition of the undeter­
mined status of the eastern sector of the 
city.

On the other hand, the American- 
Israel Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC) and Representative Weiner 
can be expected to confront Bush II on 
the legal issue. Weiner was quoted by 
the Post as saying: “We’re al logger­
heads. Ultimately the court [the US 
Supreme Court] is going to have to 
decide whether Congress had the right 
to pass this law and whether the presi­

dent has the right to sign it but not 
implement it.”

Having secured the legislation it 
wants. AIPAC is all the more deter­
mined to achieve implementation, par­
ticularly on the issue of the status of 
the East Jerusalem Consulate. There 
are ten such consulates. Eight have per­
manent offices in the eastern sector of 
the city: those of Turkey, Belgium. 
Britain. France, Italy, Spain, Sweden 
and the US. The East Jerusalem con­
sulates of Denmark and Greece are 
located in West Jerusalem. The pres­
ence of eight foreign consulates in East 
Jerusalem challenges Israel’s claim to 
sovereignty over the whole of the city. 
The US consulate is on Nablus Road, 
the main thoroughfare for traffic enter­
ing the city from the north. This facili­
ty serves Palestinians who find it diffi­
cult to go to the US consulate in West 
Jerusalem. Unfortunately, the Bush 
administration has undermined the 
consulate’s status by keeping the cur­
rent consul, Ronald Schlicher, in 
Washington since July. Schlicher, the 
official who maintained contacts with 
the Palestinian National Authority, was 
compelled to return to the US capital 
and stay there because the Bush admin­
istration is boycotting Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and most of his 
ministers. As one source quipped, “the 
administration does not want to risk a 
call from someone at the Muqata,” 
Arafat's compound in Ramallah.

Moving US consulate
Washington has also suggested tem­

porarily moving the consulate to West 
Jerusalem because of lack of security. 
Adding consideration of such a move 
to Schlicher’s absence amounts to a 
major tactical blunder which may have 
contributed to Congress' decision to try 
to change the status of the East 
Jerusalem consulate. The Bush admin­
istration's failure to block the legisla­
tion before it was adopted is com­
pounded by ignorance about the highly 
sensitive nature of the consulate issue.

The Bush administration's close 
identification with Likud Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon poses another 
serious danger on the Jerusalem front. 
This administration is the first to adopt 
the Likud as its Israeli partner. All pre­
vious administrations have been allied 
to the Labour Party, including that of 
George Bush the father. While Bush 
continues to adhere to the Oslo accord 
of Sept. 13, 1993, which says that 
“final status” talks between 
Palestinians and Israelis should settle 
the issue of sovereignty over the city, 
he could be persuaded by his good 
friend Sharon that “Oslo is dead”. If 

that happens, the notion that 
Jerusalem's status is to be negotiated 
could go out the window. Sharon 
insists that all of “Greater Jerusalem" 
is Israel’s exclusive, eternal capital. 
This includes the western sector of the 
city, occupied by Israel in 1948. the 
eastern sector, captured and annexed in 
1967, and Palestinian West Bank land 
and villages enveloped in the “Greater 
Jerusalem" municipality by Israel.

Palestinian inhabitants a minority
Ever since Israel captured East 

Jerusalem in 1967, successive govern­
ments have pressed for recognition of 
the whole city as the exclusive, eternal 
capital of the Jewish state. This diplo­
matic drive has been accompanied by a 
massive colonisation campaign. In 
1967, Jewish West Jerusalem, which 
had been ethnically cleansed of its 
Palestinian citizens in 1948, had 
197,000 residents. Palestinian East 
Jerusalem had 68.600 inhabitants. 
Today, the Jewish population of the 
“Greater Jerusalem" area stands at 
436,700, of whom 200,000 live in 11 
Jewish settlements in occupied East 
Jerusalem. The Palestinian population 
of Jerusalem is 215.000. Soon Israel 
will transform the slender Palestinian 
majority in occupied East Jerusalem 
into a minority. In addition to planting 
settlers, Israel exerts pressure on 
Palestinians to leave the city by cutting 
the eastern sector off from the West 
Bank hinterland, refusing Palestinians 
building permits, imposing heavy 
taxes, denying municipal services and 
deporting Palestinians by taking away 
their Jerusalem identity cards which 
enable them to live in the city. Right­
wing Knesset member Benny Elon is 
open and frank about Israel’s goal: 
“Our strategic plan for the city is sim­
ple: a belt of Jewish continuity from 
east to west.

America has 
double standards

By Abdul Qawi Altobbai 
For The Yemen Times

I
t is not surprising that some cit­
izens try to defend the policies 
of their own countries. Many 
people tend not to notice their 
own mistakes. By nature an 

American will always try to justify the 
American practices: and an Arab will 
always try to find an excuse for the 
doings of his own people. In my view, 
this is one reason for many of the dis­
putes and wars of today's world.

However, this is not to say that all 
Americans support blindly the foreign 
policy of their country towards, say, 
the Arabs. Nor is to say that all Arabs 
support the Iraqi president or the 
Palestinian suicide bombings. Byron 
Allen and Mark Thompson whose 
articles appeared in last week's issue 
have tried hard to present America as 
a peace-loving country that is trying 
hard to bring peace and calm to a 
world that does not appreciate its 
efforts. America is depicted as a free­
dom-loving country that is working 
hard in order to make the entire world 
enjoy freedom. By contrast, the Arab 
world is a world ruled by dictators 
who do not know the interests of their 
own people. Only America does.

A few intellectuals in the West have 
the guts to expose the duplicity of the 
American administration. The well- 
known American Jewish intellectual 
Noam Chomsky noted in a lecture 
delivered in New Delhi in November 
2001 that America identifies two types 
of terrorism: terrorism against 
America and its friends and allies: and 
terrorism against others. Only the first 
type is punishable.

Chomsky's point can be seen by any 
objective observer. He illustrated it 
with his own examples. Here I have 
my own examples. America does not 
consider the Israeli destruction of the 
Palestinian cities and villages and the 
mass killing of the people terrorism 
because it is practiced by a close ally 
against the ‘other,’ whereas when a 
suicide bombing takes place, America 

hastens to condemn it with its 
strongest words. Israel’s destruction of 
houses on their own people and the 
humiliation of their leader is self­
defense, whereas throwing stones on 
illegal occupation forces is a terrorist 
act. The American duplicity is also 
reflected in Bush's speech in which he 
calls for the toppling of the democrat­
ically elected Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat. Fortunately this has been 
rejected by many leaders from all over 
the world. Why to oust a leader who 
has been chosen by his own people?

Where is the respect for freedom 
and democracy? Is it because he is a 
dictator or because he does not want to 
do all that Israel dictates through 
America? What about the illegal occu­
pation of some Arab territories? Why 
does not America use force to imple­
ment the United Nations resolutions 
against Israel? We all still remember 
that the fact-finding commission sent 
by U.N. to investigate the Israeli 
crimes against humanity in Jenin 
refugee camp was not allowed to do 
its job. What about the resolution 
issued recently that calls Israel to end 
its siege of Arafat’s compound?

America wages war in order to 
force the inspectors back into Iraq but 
turns its back to the Israeli rejection of 
the U. N. resolutions. How can 
America claim that it wants freedom 
to spread all over the world? What 
about the American Indians whose 
culture was systematically wiped out 
during America's colonization? What 
about the Blacks who are still discrim­
inated against and considered, by 
some Americans, an inferior race? 
What about millions of Palestinians 
living under the Israeli occupation? 
Don't they have the right to resist the 
occupation, expel it and declare their 
state on their own land? What freedom 
do they have when they are crushed 
24/7 by Israel's heavy weaponry?

Though America tries hard to dis­
guise its acts and sustain its hegemony 
of the world, it is not difficult for any 
thinking observer to notice it has dou­
ble standards.

Hertz Yemen Honours “Best Driver 2001”
Universal Rent a Car, Hertz International Franchisee in 
Yemen, leases its vehicles to many multi-national and 
national companies in Yemen.

Every year, Hertz Yemen identifies and appreciates the best 
driver of its leased vehicles in order the drivers to have 
positive attitude towards the leased vehicles. The criteria of 
this selection was set on the accident free driving, 
maintenance and housekeeping of the vehicles. A specially 
appointed vehicle inspector produces reports on the leased 
vehicles on a pre-determined intervals.

Mr. Mohammed Bazambour, a DHL Branch In-charge and 
courier was awarded “The Best Driver 2001". A special event 
in this regard was organized to present this award along with 
a cash bonus as a token of appreciation. Mr. Saleem 
Sheikh, the General Manager of Hertz Yemen handed over

the award to Bazambour and requested and urged other 
drivers to keep up their good work

Hertz Yemen offers self and chauffeur driven rental with a 
highly professional multi-language speaking drivers.

Mr. Mohammed Bazambour Mr. Saleem Sheikh
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Tourist industry needs a hand
By Imad Al-Saqqaf
Taiz Bureau Chief

TAIZ — The government of Yemen 
needs to join hands with the private 
sector help create an atmosphere that 
will encourage tourists to visit the 
country.

That is one of the conclusions of 
tourism officials who met for a 
tourism seminar in Taiz September 
29.

While Yemen may be rich in histor­
ical sites, they're being bypassed by 
many people.

In response, Asaeed Foundation for 
Culture and Sciences organized the 
seminar entitled “Tourism, 
Renewable Industry and Sustainable 
Wealth".

The seminar was sponsored by the 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Environment, the Chamber of 
Commerce, and the local council in 
Taiz. It resulted in a host of recom­
mendations, including establishing

new government policies to encour­
age private investments in building 
tourism infrastructure, exempting 
tourist establishments from tax, 
develop new infrastructure, enhance 
tourist activities, revive popular festi-

vals, provide good security for 
tourists, end all kidnappings, raise 
public awareness, integrate tourism in 
school curriculum and mass media 
educate and train human people in the 
tourist sector.

The seminar was initiated with 
opening ceremonies attended by 
Tourism Minister, Abdulmalik Al- 
Iryani who confirmed in his speech 
that the seminar helped raise aware­
ness of tourism needs in Yemen.

“The ministry is working for devel­
oping tourism in Yemen through 
designing efficient policies and strate­
gies based on a well-planned rational 
legislation which will in turn enable 
the private sector to invest in 
tourism,’ he said.

The minister also referred to the 
decline of the sector due to the Sept. 
11 attacks on the USA, and how the 
government has responded
Mr. Ali Mohammed Saeed, a mem­
ber of Ashoura Council, and chairman 
of the board of directors of HS A, con-

firmed that Yemen is rich with tourist 
attractions which need to be invested. 
He also called for qualifying tourist 
cadres through more training courses. 
His speech was delivered on his 
behalf by Mr. Abdulgabbar H. Saeed,

GM of the Industrial Administration 
of the HSA group of companies. In

the speech, Mr. Ali Mohamed Saeed 
emphasized on the need to enhance 
the qualifications of the working staff 
in the tourism sector. He also con- 
finned that the HSA group is widely 
contributing to developing tourism

through a number of tourist projects.

Mr. Shawqi Ahmed Saeed, vice 
chairman of the chamber of com­
merce in Taiz, said that Yemen is the 
cradle of civilizations and it is famous 
of its tourist attractions and unique 
architecture. He added that these fea­
tures need to be exploited properly 
and this cannot be obtained unless the 
government establishes a solid tourist 
infrastructure.
Mr. Abdulgabbar Abdullah Saeed, 
GM of the tourist affairs department 
of the ministry of tourist and environ­
ment, dealt in his speech with the eco­
nomic revenues of tourism, and said 
the government should place tourism 
at the top of its agenda.

Mr. Mahmoud S. Al-Shaibani, vice 
GM of Universal Travel and Tourism 
company, presented a working paper 
titled “The cultural role of tourism in 
the communication between the 
world’s civilizations.” He noted that 
Yemen is rich in its cultural heritage, 
but it needs to pay more attention to 
its culture to attract more tourists.

Mr. Abdulqawi Salem Thabet, 
Advisor to the tourism ministry, said 
that the various tourist attractions in 
Taiz governorate and its musical and 
cultural heritage are of great poten­
tial. He recommended protecting the 
environment and holding annual cul­
tural festivals, activating tourist 
police and encouraging investments 
in tourism.

Mr. Al Ezi Mohammed Musleh, 
director of Taiz antiquities office, 
referred in his paper to the historical 
sites in Taiz including the Taiz fort, 
Saber, Al Aroos fort, Mua’ad bin 
Gabel mosque, and demanded that 
greater attention be paid to them.

Mr. Alwan Al-Shaibani, chairman 
of Yemeni Hotels Federation, dealt 
with the local and regional crises that 
have affected tourism severely. He 
called upon both the private sector 
and government to invest more in 
tourism to overcome the current chal­
lenges and provide more facilities for

investors in this sector.
Mr. Abdulqadir Al-Shaibani, 

Editorial Secretary of the Yemen 
Tourism magazine said that the main 
obstacle hindering promotion of 
tourism is the limited budget assigned 
for this sector. He said that the 
authorities should exert more effort in 
promoting tourism by inviting for­
eign delegations and launching strate­
gic promotional and advertising pro­
grams.

Mr. Muneer Ahmed Hayel, mem­

ber of the seminar preparation com­
mittee said that tourism is in need of 
governmental and local council sup­
port. He stressed that improving and 
beautifying cities through tree-plant­
ing is one way to help. More promo­
tion for tourism in the country is 
another.

At the end of the seminar, partici­
pants committed to enhance tourism 
through all means possible and 
pledged more efforts by the business 
community in this regard.

Mr. Abdulgabbar Mr. Shawqi
H. Saeed, Ahmed Saeed

Mr. Mahmoud S. Mr. Alwan 
Ashaibani Ashaibani

Mr. Muneer 
Ahmed Hayel

Mr. Abdulqawi 
Salem

Mr. Al Ezi M.
Musleh

Mr. Abdulqadir 
Al-Shaibani

Job Opportunities at
Imtac Yemen Ltd

Imtac Yemen Ltd, is a joint venture company between Griffin Ltd, Yemen and 
Imtac LLC, Oman. It has established itself as a preferred vendor of premier 
technologies in the field of Medical Equipment, Information Technology and 
Educational & Vocational training Equipment. Imtac Yemen Ltd has tied 
exclusively with Global Majors for their representation at Yemen & has attained 
a leadership position in every market segment it presently addresses.

We are now looking for young & dynamic Yemenis to join our team. We have 
following vacancies:

• Sales Consultant - Information Technology
With good field experience and market knowledge, Understanding of IT 
solutions, must have presentation skills and ability to close sales 
independently. Should have an experience of at least 5 years of proven track 
record in selling.

• Sales Consultant - Medical Equipment
With good field experience and market knowledge, understanding of 
healthcare industry, must have presentation skills and ability to close sales 
independently. Should have an experience of at least 5 years of proven track 
record in selling.

• Implementation Consultants
B.Sc (Computer Engineering), with 2 years project / programming / 
implementation experience with Oracle DB. Candidates with MCSE / 
networking and Windows Operating System knowledge will have added 
advantage.

Candidates should be bilingual with good command over written and spoken 
English.

We offer a salary package, which is one of the best in the industry. Suitable 
candidate must be a first class graduate & have least four years of relevant 
experience.

Please e-mail your CVs to the General Manger, Imtac Yemen at 
imtac@rediffmail.com or fax it on +967 1 440622

International Studies Academy Sana’a 
Grade 12 pass/Graduates!

Join Information Technology CIE (Arabic) vs. TAGI and ISA.
English Version is provided too.

Welcome! Banks, Companies, Offices and Groups to utilize integrated IT Solutions. 
Intensive Learning for Diploma in English and TOEFL.

Tuition offered to students on: B.A. English, London University, U.K. & 
BBA Degree Programme, SA University, USA 

Educational Consultancy Services!
Looking for studies abroad!

Please visit us for more information:
E-Mail: isacademy2002@yahoo.com Tel: 009671- 412039/417441

Opp: Hadda Hotel Post Office 30th Street, Block 50, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen 
Timing: 9.00 am to 9 pm. (Except Friday)

mailto:imtac@rediffmail.com
mailto:isacademy2002@yahoo.com
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Diseases galore spread by the little critters

The ugly world of ticks
Dwight G. Smith
World & I

F
easting on one or more hosts, 
these tiny, bloodsucking para­
sites transmit a larger variety 
of diseases than any other 
group of animals.

Rocky Mountain spotted fever, Lyme 
disease; babesiosis; tularemia; relapsing 
fever—what is the common denominator 
for these illnesses? All of them are transmit­
ted by ticks.

Of the roughly 850 species of ticks, less 
than 100 are known to transmit diseases. Yet 
this small number of species includes some 
of the most annoying and dangerous of all 
the world's creatures. While mosquito- 
borne sicknesses are more widespread and 
claim more human lives, ticks spread a 
greater variety of diseases than any other 
animal group. Tick-borne pathogens include 
bacteria, viruses, protozoa, and fungi.

Ticks are obligate external parasites that 
feed on the blood of vertebrates. Some 
species feed on specific amphibians, rep­
tiles, birds, or mammals, but many have 
several hosts, including humans, their pets, 
and livestock This feeding opportunism 
enables them to survive and thrive in practi­
cally every habitat in the world, as long as 
suitable hosts are available.

For many people, a tick bite can be as 
hazardous as a beesting. Reactions to tick 
saliva can include intense pain, headaches, 
nausea, muscle cramps, paralysis, and 
memory loss. Paralysis caused by a tick bite 
is sometimes fatal, but it can be reversed by 
removing the tick. In addition, untreated 
bites can lead to various secondary infec­
tions by microbes that gain entry via the 
open wound.

Populations of these tiny pests are high 
during spring, summer, and fall, with sum­
mer being the prime tick season. Then 
again, many adult ticks survive right 
through mild winters, much to the annoy­

ance of winter hikers and wildlife enthusi­
asts. Given that all ticks use wildlife as pri­
mary or alternate hosts, the presence of 
large wildlife populations often translates 
into high tick populations, restricting the use 
of many recreational sites for at least part of 
the year.

Many ticks are an important food source 
for small mammals, birds, and insects, 
including ambush bugs and praying mantis- 
es. The oxpeckers (tickbirds) of Africa and 
brown-headed cowbirds of North America 
feed on ticks that they dig out of the hides of 
wild animals. In fact, cowbird numbers 
declined along with the buffalo population 
but have since recovered by feeding on the 

livestock that repopulated the Great Plains.

The tick tribe
Along with insects, spiders, mites, and 

crustaceans, ticks are invertebrates with 
jointed legs. They are therefore classified in 
the phylum Arthropoda. Their bodies, like 
those of other arthropods, have stiff outer 
coverings called exoskeletons. Ticks, how­
ever, are not insects. Every insect has six 
legs and a body subdivided into a head, tho­
rax, and abdomen. By contrast, a tick has 
eight legs, and its body has either one or two 
segments. The closest relatives of ticks are 

mites [see “Minute Creatures Raise Mighty 
Concerns," The World & I, February 2001, 
p. 140].

Ticks have mouthparts that are specially 
modified to suck their victims’ blood. The 
mouthparts consist of a pair of segmented 
palps (feelers), a pair of sharp-bladed che­
licerae (pincers) that slice the skin, and a 
needlelike hypostome through which blood 
is sucked. In most cases, the hypostome is 
equipped with recurved hooks that serve as 
anchors, making it difficult to remove the 
tick.

Depending on the species, a tick may or 
may not have eyes, but every tick has a pair 
of sensors—called Haller’s organs—on its 
first pair of legs. These sensors respond to 
enhanced carbon dioxide levels in the 
immediate environment, triggering feeding 
reactions.

Ticks have been categorized in three 
well-defined families: Argasidae (soft 
ticks), Ixodidae (hard ticks), and 
Nuttalliellidae. There are about 200 species 
in the first family and about 650 in the sec­
ond. The third family has just a single, rare 
species, Nuttalliella namaqua, found only in 
southern Africa.

Soft ticks are covered by a leathery, high­
ly folded skin, granulated in appearance. 
Males and females are about equal in size, 
and their mouthparts project downward. 
Most species are nidicolous—that is, they 
dwell in the nests, burrows, and dens of their 
hosts, which are usually small mammals 
and birds. Like fleas and bedbugs, soft ticks 
remain in these sheltered confines for weeks 
or months awaiting a host, which is recog­
nized by its movement, heat, fur, feathers, 
and carbon dioxide emission.

The bodies of hard ticks are protected by 
a tough, shield-shaped plate called a scu­
tum, and their mouthparts project forward 
rather than downward. Females are larger 
than males. While some species are nidi­
colous, the great majority actively roam 
through a variety of habitats in search of 
hosts.

Life history
The tick’s life cycle, like foal of certain 

insects, consists of four stages: egg, larva, 
nymph, and adult. Each of the latter three 
stages requires a blood meal for its growth 
and development.

The eggs, which represent the overwin­
tering stage, hatch in the spring to produce 
minute, six-legged larvae called seed licks. 
Scarcely more than one-sixteenth of an inch 
in size, the seed ticks immediately begin 
looking for an appropriate source for their 
first blood meal.

The larvae of nidicolous species remain 
within the confines of the den or nest, where 
a host is likely to appear. On the other hand, 
the larvae of most hard ticks exhibit a 
behavior called questing, by which they 
actively seek out suitable hosts. The latter 
larvae may climb tall grasses or crawl to the 
ends of leaves or twigs, awaiting the passing 
of a host. The life history of a questing tick 
differs from that of a nidicolous tick in cer­
tain respects. Questing ticks. The larva of a 
questing lick waves its front legs back and 
forth, checking the level of carbon dioxide 
in the air with its Haller’s organs. It also 
relies on pressure, heat, and movement sen­
sors to identify a passing host. Contrary to 
popular belief, the tick does not “jump" onto 
an animal but uses its front legs to grab hold 
of a host that brushes by. After a successful 
transfer, the larva may take several hours to 
find an appropriate spot at which it attaches 
itself.

Feeding is stimulated by the combination 
of a warm skin and butyric acid—a com­
mon oil on the skins of birds and mammals. 
The bladelike chelicerae cut into the skin, 
tearing the underlying blood vessels. As 
blood and tissue fluids pool into the wound, 
they are sucked up by the hypostome, which 
also anchors the tick into the skin by means 
of the recurved hooks. The tick’s oversized 
salivary glands secrete anticoagulants and 
various other chemicals that prevent blood 
clotting and suppress the host’s natural 
defense mechanisms.

After the blood meal, the larva detaches 
from the host and seeks a sheltered habitat, 
such as leaf litter, rotting vegetation, or nat­
ural crevices in rocks and soil. Here, the 
larva undergoes a molting process. Several 
days later, an eight-legged nymph emerges 
from the molt. The nymph immediately 
goes through the cycle of questing, attach­
ment to a suitable host, and feeding. It then 
detaches from the host, undergoes a final 
molt, and produces a sexually mature adult, 
which repeats the steps of questing, attach­
ing, and feeding. In the course of a blood 
meal, a hard tick may remain attached to its 
host for days or even weeks. Ils integument 
grows slowly and may ultimately expand to 
several hundred times its original size.

While feeding, the mature female exudes 
chemicals called pheromones that attract a 
male. Following mating, the female detach­
es from foe host and lays several thousand 
eggs—either as a single mass or in several 
smaller batches—and dies. The male may 
remain on its host for several more days, 
feeding and mating with other females.

In most cases, foe larva, nymph, and 
adult feed on three separate animals— 
which may correspond to three host species. 
These ticks are therefore known as three- 
host ticks. The Rocky Mountain wood tick 
(Dermacentor andersoni), a carrier of foe 
rickettsial disease Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever, is an example of a three-host tick. The 
brown dog tick (Rhipicephalus sanguineus), 
which feeds mainly on dogs but occasional­
ly attaches to humans, is another example.

Some species—including foe winter tick 
(D. albipictus) and cattle tick (Boophilus 
microplus)—feed on a single host during 
the three stages and are therefore known as 
one-host ticks. Others, such as foe red- 
legged tick (R. evertsi), are called two-host 
ticks because they feed on one animal dur­
ing foe larval and nymphal stages, while foe 
adult seeks a second host. Nidicolous ticks. 
In foe case of most soft ticks, foe larva feeds 
on its host in foe den or nest, then detaches 
and molts to produce an eight-legged 
nymph. Depending on foe species, foe tick 
then goes through two to seven nymphal 
stages, gradually increasing in size. 
Eventually, foe nymph molts into an adult.

The soft tick is capable of waiting for 
months or even years for foe arrival of a 
suitable host in the den. It survives in foe 
meantime by digesting its last blood meal 
extremely slowly. Once a host becomes 

available, the lick feeds quickly, for a period 
ranging from several minutes to days, 
before dropping off. It goes through a cycle 
of detaching from and reattaching to its host 
several times during each life stage. To 
accommodate the blood meal, the tick 
expands its skin, accordionlike, to 5—10 
times the original size.

Medical significance
Of the enormous variety of diseases 

transmitted by hard and soft ticks, just a 
handful can be mentioned here. A number 
of them, such as Lyme disease, are current­
ly reaching epidemic proportions in many 
areas. The economic losses and foe cost of 

programs needed to protect livestock and 
humans reach into foe billions of dollars 
annually.

Lyme disease, which was discovered in 
1977 near Lyme, Connecticut, now occurs 
in parts of foe United States, Europe, 
Russia, and Australia. It is caused by a 
spirochete bacterium (Borrelia burgdorferi) 
transmitted by deer ticks (Ixodes scapularis 
and I. pacificus). The disease is especially 
difficult to control because foe ticks have 
abundant wild hosts, including deer, mice, 
and chipmunks. Symptoms include a rash 
that often looks like a bull’s-eye, headache, 
fever, muscle pain, fatigue, and general 
malaise. Although Lyme disease is treatable 
with a cocktail of antibiotics, many patients 
suffer long-lasting cardiac and arthritic 
problems.

Babesiosis is a relatively rare disease that 
occurs in all regions of North America but 
especially in New York, Connecticut, and 
Massachusetts. Il is caused by protozoans 
(of the genus Babesia) carried mainly by 
deer ticks and brown dog ticks. Symptoms 
of this sometimes lethal disease include 
chills alternating with high fever, profuse 

sweating, fatigue, and headache.
Rocky Mountain spotted fever (caused 

by Rickettsia rickeltsii) is transmitted by the 
Rocky Mountain wood tick and the 
American dog tick (D. variabilis). First rec­
ognized in Idaho’s Snake River Valley, the 
disease is broadly distributed in the United 
States, southern Canada, and Central 
America. Early signs include fever, 
headache, and muscle pain, followed by a 
reddish-purple rash. If left untreated, it can 
result in death. The causative agent of 
tularemia, or rabbit fever, is a bacterium 
(Francisella tularensis) carried by foe Rocky 
Mountain wood tick, American dog tick, 
and Ione star lick (Amblyomma ameri- 
canum). The disease, which affects both 
animals and humans, has been identified in 
almost every state of the United States. 
Symptoms include an ulcerlike formation at 
the wound site, fever, chills, swollen lymph 
glands, and appetite loss.

Relapsing fever is a worldwide disease 
caused by several species of spirochetes 
(genus Borrelia) that are carried by soft ticks 
of the genus Omithodoros. The illness is so 
named because the patient experiences a 

fever every few days. In this group of ticks, 
one species—O, coriaceus of California and 
Mexico—has a highly venomous bite, pro­
ducing intense irritation to humans.

Other soft ticks are important parasites of 
wild and domestic animals. The fowl tick 
(Argas persicus) is a serious pest of chick­
ens and other poultry around foe world, 
transmitting a bacterial spirochete that 
inflicts a high mortality rate on infected 
birds. Humans, especially poultry fanners 
who routinely handle chickens, can also be 
infected by this pathogen.

Cattle in the African sub-Sahara and 
other semiarid regions of foe world are 
attacked by foe spinose ear tick (Otobius 

megnini), which feeds deep in foe ear canal 
of livestock and wild animals, causing a 
condition known as canker ear. The tick has 
protruding spines, making it difficult to dis­
lodge, and heavy infestations produce irrita­
tion and sometimes death of infected cattle.

Managing tick populations
Despite millennia of study, dating from 

Aristotle and Pliny to foe present, our 
knowledge of ticks and foe diseases they 
transmit is far from complete. Nonetheless, 
we have learned that tick numbers can be 
sharply reduced by programs that combine 
vegetation management with animal con­
trol.

Given that ticks thrive in thick, brushy 
vegetation, one approach to limiting their 
populations is to bum or remove shrubs and 
other undergrowth and to cut tall grasses. 
These steps reduce foe likely hiding places 
for ticks, decrease humidity, and raise soil 
temperatures, thereby increasing foe mortal­
ity of ticks and their eggs.

Hunting programs, installation of deer­
proof fences, and trapping of rodents around 
campsites and other recreational areas can 
further lower tick populations by eliminat­
ing animals that constitute their alternate 
hosts. In addition, in areas where ticks are 
particularly abundant, special pesticides 
(called acaricides) may be sprayed.

Various fish and wildlife agencies have 
experimented with localized releases of par­
asitic wasps (Hunterellus hookeri) to control 
tick populations on several islands off foe 
New England coast. The efficacy of this 
biological control program, which is still in 
its initial stages, needs to be further 
assessed. Ticks that attack dogs and cats can 
be controlled by foe use of flea and tick con­
trol powders, shampoos, special collars, and 
pet dips. Infestation of livestock is con­
trolled by periodically applying approved 
dusts and dips and providing feed that con­
tains insecticides.

Homeowners should note that ticks tend 
to avoid hotter and drier lawns but will often 
be found within a few feet of the property 
edge, where yards and gardens transition to 
brush and woods. Garden expert Pamela 
Weil suggests foal “a single application of 
low-toxicity pesticide around foe perimeter 
of a yard can reduce 80—90 percent of tick 
nymphs when applied early in foe year.” 
Those who dislike synthetic pesticides may 
use natural toxins such as pyreforins, pro­
duced by chrysanthemum flowers. They 
have proven effective against ticks when 
applied early in the season.

It should be noted, however, foal none of 
these techniques eliminates 100 percent of 
ticks. Indeed, these tiny parasites have con­
tinued to withstand all eradication attempts, 
and we can expect that tick-borne diseases 
will plague humans, their pets, domestic 
livestock, and wildlife for a long time. 
Dwight G. Smith is professor and chairman 
of foe biology department al Southern 
Connecticut State University in New 
Haven.

An adult tick
Adult female tick full after a blood meal

A tick's mouth contains a central 
shaft (hypostome) through which 
the tick sucks blood.

Population National Policy 
in Republic of Yemen 2001-2025 

Problems & Challenges

I
n 1992, the National 
Population Council (NPC) 
was established to act a coor­
dinating body between rele­
vant ministries and organiza­

tions engaged in the area of popula­
tion.

The Technical Secretariat (TS) was 
established in 1993 as the technical 
arm to assist the NPC. The role has 
been identified as planning, coordi­
nating monitoring follow-up evalua­
tion of population programs 
endorsed by the NPC.

Population Size and Trend
The Yemeni population reached 18.2 

million in foe year 2000. The rate of 
population growth is as high as 3.5%. 
According to the constant fertility sce­
nario of Population Project (TFR=6.5) 
foe population will amount to 46.95 
million in 2025. However, if the fertili­
ty target of the National Population 
Policy is attained (TFR=3.3), the popu­
lation will reach 35.3 million in the 
same year: a difference of about 11.65 
million would be realized.

Death
The death level in Yemen is amongst 

the highest in both the world and the 
region. Life Expectancy at birth is about 
60 years, whereas it goes beyond 70 
years in neighboring countries and 78 
years in developed countries.

Maternal Mortality Rate (351 per 
100,000 live birth) is more than four 
times as high as in neighboring coun­
tries. It is about thirty times the corre­
sponding rate in developed countries. 
Infant Mortality Rate of 75.5 and 
Under-Five Mortality Rale of 105 are 
substantially high when compared with 
the region (<5 mortality is below 20) 
and the developed world (<5 mortality 
is below 10).

Reproduction behavior
High reproduction level is prevalent 

in Yemen, where Total Fertility Rate 
reaches 6.5. A good percentage of 
Yemeni women have had 8 lives births 
or more, though reported desired fertili­
ty is only 4.5 live births.

Pregnancies in risky ages (too early 
or too late) besides being loo close char­
acterize most Yemeni women. In addi­
tion, 50% of all women get married 

below 16 years of age.
Contraceptive Prevalence Rate is 

very limited: 21% for all methods and 
10% for modern methods, whereas the 
total demand for contraception is esti­
mated as 56%. It means that contracep­
tion need of 35% of women is unmet.

Age composition, Dependency and 
Spatial Distribution

The Yemeni population is very 
young, about 49% was below age 15 in 
1998. As a result, the dependency level 
is very high: age and economic depend­
ency rate amount to 112 and 433 respec­
tively.

The Yemeni population is mostly liv­
ing in rural areas (%75). Besides, the 
population is distributed in about 111 
thousand settlements, a considerable 
portion of which are greatly dispersed 
in the plateau and mountainous regions 
where some of these settlements have 
no more than 500 people. This situation 
complicates the development efforts 
and increase foe financial burden of any 
endeavor aiming at raising the standard 
pf living in those areas.

Education and Illiteracy
Illiteracy is persistently high in 

Yemen, it is estimated as 49.5% (57% in 
rural and 28% in urban areas). 

In the year 2000, the number of chil­
dren in primary school ages (6-14) is 
projected as 4.59 billion. The number 
may escalate to about 11.86 million in 
the year 2025 if fertility remains con­
stant, or to about 7.44 million if target­
ed fertility is realized. The difference of 
4.42 million children means a lot in 
terms of educational requirements. 
Keeping other things the same, the edu­
cation budget would be twice in the 
case of constant as compared with tar­
geted fertility.

Employment
The required new job, to be created 

annually in order to accommodate pop­
ulation increase, is projected for the 
year 2000 as of 240 thousand. If fertili­
ty remains constant till the year 2025 
the new jobs required then would soar 
up to 839 thousand. On the other hand, 
the successful implementation of the 
Population Policy would shrink this 
number to only 585 thousand. Hence, a 
reduction off 254 thousand new jobs 
would be gained.

Women Status
Despite the fact that the Yemeni con­

stitution and legislations as well as the 
Islamic principles have all assured 
equal opportunity for men and women, 
we still find wide gender gaps in many 
aspects. For instance, women illiteracy 
reaches 72% compared with 28% for 
men; the 1998 enrollment ratios in pri­
mary school were 42% for girls and 
75% for boys; and the labor force par­
ticipation rate is 23% for women com­
pared with 70% for men.

Water Resources
Yemen is very poor in its renewable 

water resources. In the year 2000 the 
per-capita renewable water resources 
was estimated as low as 138 cubic 
meter, whereas the international min­
imum level is valued by the United 
Nations as of 1100 cubic meter per 
annum. With population increase the 
situation will further deteriorate as 
per-capita water resources will 
diminish to 72 cubic meter in the year 
2025 if fertility remains constant. 
Water is an inevitable natural 
resource for agriculture, manufactur­
ing and human consumption. Its 
shortage has serious consequences.
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T
o compile a history, particu­
larly a history of a profuse, 
variegated and ubiquitous 
subject like the English lan­
guage, is a daunting business. 

It entails exhaustive and accurate treat­
ment of several centuries of continual 
processes of adaptation, variation and 
change in language use and as such calls 
for a feat of stamina and versatility. And if 
the project is carried out quite well, we 
must admire before we begin to assess.

Rewarding
To this admiration Prof. D. Thakur can 

lay valid claim. His Concise History of 
English (hereafter CHE) is an enormously 
rewarding book. Written in a fluent and 
straightforwardly readable style, it is easi­
ly excellent reading for all those involved 
in the history of English from all capaci­
ties, such as language professionals, mate­
rial developers, language policy makers, 
and above all, students and teachers of 

English throughout the world. The author 
manages to illustrate patterns of form and 
use in multi-dialectal formations of 
English into digestible discourse, rather 
than laying out the subject as a Persian 
carpet. Additionally, instead of merely 
chronicling or cataloguing, he provides an 
insightful account of the historical and 
socio-cultural conditions germane to the 
evolution of English, with the result that 
valuable sources embedded within the 
author's discourse and perspective recon­
struct a fresh and engaging narrative. 
User-friendliness is ensured by umpteen 
examples and activities framed in exercis­
es and topics for discussion and so the 
readers do see the forest for the trees.

Five marks
In his preface, the author outlines five 

distinguishing marks of CHE: (i) it pays 
attention to the use of English in literature; 
(ii) it addresses controversies surrounding 
the use of English in the former British 
colonies where the implantation of 
English has survived decolonization ;(iii) 
the so-called Modern period (1500------ )
has been split into four different periods 
and each discussed independently in its 
own right; (iv) it contains history of words 
frequently used in day-to-day English; 
and (v) it includes a chapter on the histo­
ry of common names . Do these distinc­
tive features make CHE a unique and 
competitive enterprise? Most emphatical­
ly. YES.

First, let me examine its structure in 
some detail. The book consists of eleven 
chapters, flanked by a preface and the 
index to help readers navigate topics and 
themes which are not necessarily signaled 
in individual chapter headings. Each 
chapter follows roughly the same pattern: 
the historical background of the period 
followed by characteristic features of 
English and detailed evidence of its use in 
literary works as dominant moulder of 
stylistic patterns and significant pointer to 
the emerging norms and models. The 
writer taps off a wealth of historical and 
literary sources but the book weaves its 
own net so as to fish out only the nuggets 
it needs.

Roots
Chapters 1 and 2 trace the ancestry of 

English and its early formation. English is 
purported to have descended from the 
Germanic branch (or a sub-branch of 
West Germanic, to be exact) of the Indo- 
European stock, the largest and most stud­
ied language family. The pre-Saxon 
antecedents, viz., the Romans and the 
Celts, amount to little linguistic heritage 
except in some place-names and a few 
words taken over from Latin by the Celts. 
The Saxons were in fact three Germanic 
tribes, the Saxons, Angles and Jutes, who 
settled in different parts of Britain in the 
mid-fifth century and spoke different 
dialects: Kentish in the Jutish area and 
West Saxon in the south western part of

the country; the Anglian area divided lin­
guistically into Mercian between the 
Thames and the Humber, and 
Northumbrian northwards. The introduc­
tion of Christianity into England in 
597A.D. and the Viking invasion in the 
mid-ninth century were immensely influ­
ential factors in the growth of Old 
English. The four dialects came into con­
tact but it was West Saxon which became 
the premier dialect of Old English, simply 
because of the dominance of the people 
who used it. CHE cites plentiful examples 
from literary late West Saxon to illustrate 
how old English differs from Modern 
English in the membership of its vocabu­
lary and in the sounds and spellings of its 
words, as well as in the way words are 
related in a sentence with the grammar 
providing a wealth of inflectional capabil­
ities

Development
Chapter 3 deals with the phenomenal 

impact of the Norman Conquest on the 
growth and development of English.CHE 
gives a detailed account of the Norman 
Conquest and shows how the steady 
changes in the language increased rapidly 
during the years 1150-1500 known as the 
Middle English period. There are marked 
changes in the sounds, word-shapes, sen­
tence-shapes and vocabulary of the post­
Conquest English. By the end of the 15th 
century English may be seen as a national 
language in embryo .A literary standard 
emerged for poetry and prose. English 
flourished because its fortunes were 
attended with patriotic feeling and nation­
alist fervour. It remained the spoken lan­
guage of England among the middle and 
lower classes who groused about French 
speaking ruling class. More importantly, it 
gained a literary embodiment in the works 
of Chaucer, Gower, Langland and Malory 
and was disseminated far afield with sub­
stantial technical support provided by 
Caxton’s printing press. Another feature 
of the period was an increase in dialect 
differentiation including the emergence of 
a distinctive dialect for the London 
region. By the year of Chaucer's death. 
1400,or thereabouts, Middle English gets 
close to Modern English.

Growth
The theme of chapters 4,5 and 6 is the 

growth of English during the Renaissance 
(1500-1650), in the Augustan age (1650- 
1800) and during the nineteenth century 
respectively. The division of the early 
Modern English period makes it conven­
ient for the author to enlarge on numerous 
differences between Middle English and 
Modern English in the pronunciation of 
the long vowels following the Great 
Vowel Shift, in the loss of inflections and 
extensive development of the use of aux­
iliaries, as well as in the methods of word 
formation. The intellectual resurgence 
spurred by the Renaissance and the spirit 
of the Reformation permeating England 
as an assertive nation-state under the 
Tudors strengthened English and under­
mined the status of Latin as the language 
of scholarship.

Shakespeare”s time
The author has extensively referred to 

the influx of loan words and enormous 
number of coinages that enriched the lan­
guage during Shakespeare’s time. I found 
it the most cracking chapter in CHE. 
However, this reviewer would like to add 
that besides compounding and affixation, 
conversion (or zero-morpheme deriva­
tion) was also used by Shakespeare and 
others to expand the vocabulary. For 
example, the noun channel (a Middle 
English loan) was converted by 
Shakespeare into a verb in the opening 
speech of Henry IV Part 1: ‘No more shall 
trenching warre chanell her fields’. The 
noun scratch was also formed from the 
verb in the late sixteenth century.

During the Augustan age acceptable 
variants of English were standardized and 
demands for codifying rales of usage on a 
common consensus were raised by influ­

ential writers like Dryden, Defoe, 
Sheridan and Swift. Except Priestley, oth­
ers had prescriptive stance on the use of 
English. However, the attitudinal climate 
of the nineteenth century was conducive 
to the expansion of English with Greek 
and Latin loans flowing in to enrich the 
vocabulary of scientific English.

English overseas
In chapters 7 and 8, the author focuses 

on English overseas during postcolonial 
days and the emergence of a substantial 
variety of the language in the United 
States of America. The continuance of 
English was not unproblematically 
acceptable in the former British colonies 
after their independence but there has 
been no noticeable impact on the status of 
English. It is considered to be the main 
means of higher education and research 
and an unavoidable avenue to social 
mobility and wealth. As David Crystal 
notes in his recent book Enas a Global 
Language (1997), a total of 670 million 
people use English ‘with a native or near­
native command’, increasing to approxi­
mately 1,200-1,500 million if the criterion 
of ‘reasonable competence’ is adopted. 
How speedily has it become the world’s 
leading lingua franca? Crystal concludes, 
‘ In 1950, the case for English as a world 
language would have been no more than 
plausible. Fifty years on, and the case is 
virtually unassailable’.

In CHE, the issue of emigrant 
Englishes, their development and legit­
imization has been given a short shrift. We 
are taken on a rather brisk walk through 
recent times. However, it features the 
impact of the Feminist movement on 
English in the coinages like chairperson, 
salesperson (shop assistant or‘sales assis­
tant'? p.200) etc. and in the use of epicene 
pronouns, as well as it lists radically inno­
vative experiments in the use of language. 
But the author omits to mention some 
notable characteristics of Modern 
English, for instance, ‘internal loans’ 
whereby words have moved into general 
currency from regional dialects or from 
the language of specialized groups, prolif­
eration of phrasal verbs and the declining 
monopoly of RP (Received 
Pronunciation).

American English
The chapter on American English is 

immensely useful for students and teach­
ers. The English language came to 
America with the settlement of 
Jamestown in 1607. In the hundred and 
fifty years since the settlement of the 
English colonists along the Atlantic 
seaboard. English put down its local roots. 
Free from the colonial cringe and fired by 
belligerent patriotism. American English 
settled down in its new identity in quite a 
short time. The presentation of material 
on the linguistic divide between American 
English and British English with refer­
ence to salient linguistic variables like 
grammar, vocabulary, spelling and punc­
tuation as well as the contrast in grapho­
logical features is lucid and easily accessi­
ble. The question regarding the prepon­
derant variety of English is left cautiously 
open by the author. He ends the chapter 
with William Archer's remarks (p.222- 
223).

...But there can be no rational doubt. I 
think, that the English language has 
gained, and is gaining, enormously by its 
expansion over the American continent.

I think it is relevant to quote Bismarck 
in this context. When asked by a journal­
ist about the most significant development 
in modern history, he observed: “The fact 
that North Americans speak English." 
Bismarck's prognosis has been vindicated 
by Bill Gates. David Crystal, too, veers 
towards the view that American English 
has fuelled the growth of global English: 
“It is in control of the new industrial (that 
is, electronic) revolution. And it exercises 
a greater influence on the way English is

developing worldwide than does any 
other regional variety—often, of course, 
to the discomfiture of people in the UK, 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada and 
South Africa, who regularly express wor­
ries in their national presses about the 
onslaughts of ‘Americanisms’”
(1997:117). The preeminence of 
American English is likelier than ever 
before , unless there is resulting levelling.

The last three chapters, in a manner of 
speaking, constitute interesting appen­
dices with useful information concerning 
the types of semantic changes in English, 
history of words frequently used in day- 
to-day English and the history of common 
names respectively. Chapter 9 brings in a 
bit of diachronic linguistics to show how 
the meaning and signification of words 
alter with the passage of time. Chapters 10 
and 11 do not form the thematic mainstay 
of CHE, but the quality and variety of the 
content makes them a veritable pudding 
chockfull of plums for the readers.

Labour of love
Finally, the book is well written, and 

has clearly been a labour of love. The 
style is clear and untechnical. The writer 
wears his scholarship lightly. Each chap­
ter is laid out in appropriate fonts with 
clear signposting of headings, sub-head­
ings, epigraphs and the main text. 
However, there are some inadvertent 
slips. Essex is not in southwestern part of 
England, as it is mentioned in CHE in the 
context of West Saxon dialect (p.44). 
Again, the East Midland dialect or 
London English during the Middle 
English period was not as much influ­
enced by the dialect of Oxford as by that 
of Cambridge, as CHE pulls them togeth­
er (p.94). The former had certain charac­
teristic southern features. The dialect map, 
as referred to in the book (p.43), is miss­
ing. The isoglosses would have sketched 
in an illustrative configuration of the 
dialect boundaries. There is a superfluous 
‘the’ (line22, p.108) and a misprinted sin­
gle square bracket (p. 188). Another criti­
cal remark concerns the typeface of John 
Earl's ‘Microcosmography’ (p. 136), 
Defoe’s ‘ Robinson Crusoe’ (p. 140) and 
Crystal's ‘encyclopedia’ (p.179). My next 
quibble is regarding Crystal’s 
Encyclopedia of the English Language .It 
has been cited as 'Encyclopedia of 
English' (p. 190) and as 'Encyclopaedia of 
English Language' (p.200). In the index, 
too, the two titles are listed as if these 
were two separate volumes (p.296). Next, 
in “Notes”, the 1997 edition of Baugh and 
Cable’s A History of the English 
Language has been cited as many as 17 
times but from the list of “Selected 
References” it has been excluded. It is not 
clear whether the book The Concise 
History of English Literature (p.292) is an 
edited book or a single-author volume. 
The index is not thoroughly done, for 
instance, Essex, Iyengar, Midland group 
of dialects, Caxton, James Joyce’s 
Finnegans Wake etc. do not figure in it 
One more ran through the text might have 
weeded out these omissions. Next, I per­
ceive the bibliography somewhat outdat­
ed. 19 per cent of the references comes 
from the 1980s, only 9 per cent from the 
90s, and none from beyond that. Where 
are Bolton, Gorlach, Graddol, Leith and 
McArthur? What accounts for the silence 
about E.W. Schneider’s English 
Worldwide and B.B. Kachru (not 
‘Kachara’, as spelled throughout CHE) 
and L.E. Smith’s World Englishes?

Beyond the call
But it is churlish to cavil about these 

omissions. They are less obvious and 
must be seen against the very real virtues 
of the book. These words are just counsels 
of perfection compared to the overall high 
quality of the book The writer goes 
beyond the call of facts and dates and sit­
uates the readers in the atmosphere of a 
particular provenance of English, and sure 
enough the stuff CHE dishes up is more 
than undergraduate fodder.

Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
Associate Professor
College of Education, Mahweet
Email: ramakantasahu@yahoo.com
Tel: 73889013
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III. How to express it in one word
1. Get out of a train
2. Practice of making the value of a 

currency less.
3. Take away strength and vigor
4. Deputing or delegating of power or 

authority.
5. Deep, strong love for somebody or 

something.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. Without food, clothes, and things 

necessary for life: Destitute (adj)
2. Person whose business is to detect 

criminals: Detective (n)
3. Substance that removes dirt from the 

surface of things: Detergent (adj & n)
4 Strong hatred for something: 

Detestation (n)
5. Cause to explode with a loud noise: 

Detonate (Vt & i)

VI. Grammar and Composition
a) Vocabulary
Put these words connected with 
money into the blanks in the 
sentences.
Nouns Verbs
Debt earn
Income borrow
Loan lend
Interest repay
Funds owe

1 The government doesn't have 
sufficient — in their account to pay 
salary to the employees.

2. Can you — me some money for two 
weeks?

3. This bank has the lowest rate of — 
on house building loans.

4. The university professors in Yemen 
have an annual-of $13,000 on
an average.

5. You can — the bank loan in twelve 
equal monthly instalments.

6. The government has sought an 
additional — of $5 million for rural 
health care projects.

7. Have you forgotten that you — me 
some money?

8. My total — from the bank and other 
sources amount to YR one million.

9 In India, the more you — in your job, 
the more tax you have to pay.

10. I have to — a large amount of money 
to complete construction of my 
house.

b) Idioms and phrases
Use the following phrases in 
sentences of your own.
1. awake to: 2. aware of; 3. right away; 4 
far away; 5. behind somebody's back

c. Words commonly confounded
1. batman, batsman
2. battalion, regiment
3. bawl, bowl, bowel
4 beacon, beckon
5. bear, beer

Answers to last week’s questions
a) Grammar
Sentences expressing the same 
meaning.
1. He carried on working in spite of his 

illness.
Although he was ill, he carried on

working.
2. The driver wasn't hurt because he 

was wearing a seatbelt.
If the driver didn’t wear a seatbelt, 
he might have been hurt

3. She isn't old enough to travel abroad 
alone for studies. 
She is too young to travel abroad 
alone for studies.

4. He couldn't become a teacher 
because he failed his exam
If he passed his exam, he could 
have become a teacher.

5. I won’t let you forget your duty.
I’ll make you remember your duty.

b. Idioms and phrases
1. authorized to (give authority to): I 

have authorized him to act on my 
behalf when I am away.

2. avail (oneself) of (take advantage 
of): Let’s avail ourselves of the 
opportunity at hand.

3. on an average (found by making on 
average): On an average, there are 
forty students present in my class 
everyday.

4 averse to (disinclined to): He is 
averse to getting up early.

5. avoidance of (keep away from): His 
determined avoidance of bad 
company enabled him to be more 
serious about studies.

b) Words commonly confounded
1. bail (n) (sum of money demanded by 

a law court as security): The accused 
was released on a bail of YR50.000. 
bale (n) (large bundles of goods): 
Cloth is packed in bales.

2. bane (n) (cause of ruin): Drinking was 
the bane of his career.
boon (n) (advantage): Regular 
exercise is a boon to good health.

3. barbaric (adj) (rough and rude): The 
barbaric acts of terrorists should be 
condemned.
barbarous (adj) (unrefined in taste): 
His barbarous habits are detested by 
all.

4. bard (n) (poet): Shakespeare is 
known as the bard of Avon.
bird (n) (feathered creature able to 
fly): Birds of the same feather flock 
together.

5. bath (n) (washing of the body): I take 
a bath regularly everyday
bathe (vt & i) (soak in water): The 
nurse bathed the wound.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran

Kind words 
And covering of faults 
Are better than charity 

Followed by injury. 
Allah is free of all wants, 

And He is most 
forbearing.

-S2 A263

VI. Words of wisdom
"Do noble things, not dream them.” 

— Charles Kingsley 

YOUTH FORUM
Our readers write

Dear Dr. Sahu
All of us know that you exert yourself 
and always do your best to help all 
those that want to improve their 
English.
I recommend my fellow students 
who have not enough money to join 
the institutes, to buy weekly Yemen 
Times and read the Education page. 
Best wishes for a future full of 
progress and happiness.

Magid Saleh Al-Allee,
Sana'a 

Dear Magid,
Thanks a lot for your very kind 
words. Now that the holidays are 
over, let us invest all our time and 
efforts for self-improvement, 
especially in English. I do hope you 
would continue to get benefit from 
the Education page and the column 
'Improve Your English'. I would love 
to get your suggestions to make the 
column still more interesting and 
instructive.
Best Wishes

—Dr. Sahu.

Dear Dr. Sahu,
At the outset, I want to thank you for 
your efforts and congratulate you on 
this good reputation that you have 
among the students and the readers 
of your writings.
My sister, Arwa was the one who 
introduced your writings to me. 
Since then I look forward to what 
you would say in the forthcoming 
issue. You have really made me love 
the English language. So I have 
already decided to complete my 
studies at the university with 
English. I would like to be like you. I

wish you all the best. My sister also 
gives you her regards.

Hand Sada'a
Sana'a

Dear Hand Sada'a,
I would like to thank you and your 
sister Arwa for your interest in 
learning English. Do make sincere 
efforts to practise English in different 
situations in your daily life. I'm sure 
you will succeed. Best wishes to you 
for a good career in English at the 
university.

—Dr. Sahu.

I. What to Say
Situations and Expressions (27): 
Commenting on players (II)

C
omments on the players reflect the 
passion and the professionalism 
with which players demonstrate 
their acumen in the game. Commentators 

giving running commentary on the game 
being played, try to articulate their 
impressions as accurately as possible to 
the viewers/listeners. Some of the 
expressions used are as follows:

- He's a giant of a player. Impossible to 
dislodge him.

- Prince Nassim, man with the iron fist.
- Maradonna is one of the greatest 

craftsmen in international football.
- Watching him in action is a verifiable 

feast for the eyes.
- She is an ace cyclist.
- He is a successful crowd puller.
- He has a set of inimitable histrionics 

in playing the game.
- Watching him play is real delight.
- What marvelous strokes!
- He, and only he can hit it in this 

magnificent manner.
- Look at the gymnast. What a perfect 

balancing of the body!
- Oh these! They are born for 

gymnastics.
- What a rhythmic movement! How 

accurate in timing!
- The diving was so impressive!
- He excels in all aspects of the game.
- Such thrilling action can only be 

expected from him.
- What a fantastic batsman! He bowls 

with a relish.
The indomitable Nassim wins the 
World Championship title.

- X is pitted against a powerful rival in 
the chess championship

- X showed an amazing skill and 
dexterity in collecting runs

- He shows rare maturity and 
concentration in the field.

II. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following 
sentences
1. In view of the prevailing 

circumstances, do the needful.
2. He persisted to say what he felt.
3. We repent to do the mistake.
4. They take pride to do the act of social 

service.
5. I think to do as you advised me.

Solutions to last week’s questions
1. Those books are for you and me
2. Between him and me there is an 

understanding.
Note: When a pronoun is the object 
of a verb or a preposition it is in 
objective case

3. The father and the son love each 
other.
Note: 'Each other’ is used in 
speaking to two persons or things, 
'one another' refers to more than two.

4. None of the three boys came.
5. Neither of the two sons took any care 

of the ageing parents. 
Note: 'Either' or 'neither' is used with 
reference to two persons or objects. 
On the other hand, 'any one’ or 'none' 
is used for more than two.

yahoo.com
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Local Press
Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

Al-Jamaheer 
Weekly, organ of 
the Arab Baath 
Socialist party, 
Sept.2002.

Main Headlines:
Detainees fact-finding committee 
condemns security apparatus
Yemeni Lebanese summit in 
Sana'a

- At its anniversary, Palestinian 
Intifadah inflicts heavy losses on 
enemy

- Massive demonstrations in 
Britain, Australia, America 
protesting threat to attack Iraq

- Russian Duma recommends no 
need for a new UN resolutions on 
Iraq.
On the 40th anniversary of the 

Revolution, youth parade at 
Sabeen celebration filed

Editorial in chief of the newspaper 
says in his article that Iraq's accept­
ance of unconditional and unfettered 
return of the UN weapons inspectors 
team to Iraq, has disclosed the 
American arrogance and pushed the 
US administration into a narrow cor­
ner. This could be detected through 
the US attempts of pressing the inter­
national community to issue a new 
resolution authorizing the US attack­
ing Iraq and drag the world to war. 
This has created inside the UN 
Security Council on opposition for 
various reasons

The world would be exposed to a 
new global war given that Iraq issue is 
but an introduction to re-arrange the 
economic interests in the region 
where the US to gain the lion share to 
use it as pressure card on Europe, 
China and Japan.

Attacking Iraq would inflame the 
region that is part of the Arab and 
Islamic nation. It would render the 
region out of control and threaten the 
European interests in the area, in addi­
tion to threatening European security 
and stability due to its proximity to 
the Arab region.

The other reason is the suffering the 
world had experience after the World 
War II, whose impact is still there up 
today.

Al-Shoura weekly, 
organ of Yemeni 
People’s Forces 
Union, 29 Sept. 
2002.

Main Headlines:
Iraq warns Washington to sustain 
heavy lasses the time it attacks it 

- Electoral committees manipulate 
opposition shares

- Yemeni-American agreement on 
trying detainees accused of Cole 
involvement
Attack on MP Sakher al-Wajieh, 
denounce

Arab affairs editor writes on the 
second anniversary of the Palestinian 
Intifadah saying the Palestinian upris­
ing which erupted on 28 
September2000 has not relented fol­
lowing the two-year steadfastness 
against the Israeli occupation forces 
terrorism and the destruction they 
caused to Palestinian towns and vil­
lages and mass killings.

The uprising has remained the hope 
of the nation to get rid of the Zionist 
occupation. Ethics of the international 
community have failed in their first 
year of investigation into Sharon’s 
massacre in Jenin and Nablus and the 
rest of West Bank towns.

The worse is that the US adminis­
tration opens its doors to war criminal 
Sharon and close them in the face of 
Palestinian right and international 
legitimacy.

After two years of uprising the 
Arabs are not required to mention 
their contacts with the US administra­
tion which is completely biased to the 
Sharonite terror, but to seriously con­
sider severing their diplomatic and 
trade relations with it until it goes 
back to reason.

Al-Balagh weekly, 
1 Oct. 2002.

Main Headlines:
Bin Laden in Pakistan, calls for 
jihad against Americans
British ambassador denies target­
ing her country’s embassy

Sheik Abdullah holds security 
forces responsible for last week 
clashes

- Citizens accuse the political par­
ties of blackmailing

- Tribal Sheik refuses passing Saudi 
borderline through his tribe’s land 
Saudi Arabia summons its ambas­
sador to Qatar

- German citizen killed in his car 
explosion in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

al-Balagh editor in chief confirms 
that the constitution, law and legisla­
tion are the essential motor of any 
political system and foundations and 
supports of the state. Violating any of 
these bases is a fight against the state 
and undermining of its foundations.

Very unfortunately the laws and 
legislation are no longer implemented 
but on the weak. The strong and the 
influential are place above accounta­
bility. Reminding of the importance of 
showing respect to the laws, the con­
stitution and legislation, acquires 
great significance at a time we are cel­
ebrating the 40th anniversary of the 

26 September revolution because 
grandeur of the celebration lies in 
affiliation to the homeland, and 
respect of its constitution, laws and 
legislation, and above all respecting 
the people living on this land.

Al-Wahda weekly, 
2 Oct. 2002

Main Headlines:
Parties urge the citizens to go reg­
istration centers

- Positive results of dialogue 
between religious scholars and 
Afghanistan returnees.
Prosecution interrogates some of 
those involved in al-Ahmar sons 
incident
Security sources: Abu Yousif 
group planned attacks on big 
tourist facilities
Sons of Yemen League party 
leader al-Jifri: our party the fittest 
partner in governance

editor in chief says according to 
official estimates by the UN the vic­

tims of anti-personnel land mines in 
about 70 countries are yearly amount­
ing to 10 thousand dead and 20 thou­
sand wounded, among whom large 
number of children.

The writer maintains that numerous 
Yemeni citizens were at various times 
victims of land mines. These are 
mines planted in different areas of the 
country during periods of domestic 
wars and conflicts over several 
decades, the most dangerous of which 
was the 1994 war.

At present those wars and conflicts 
have ended but some of their conse­
quences are still existing till now. The 
most dangerous consequences are 
absolutely the mines whose numbers 
and places are unknown despite statis­
tics and statements issued by various 
issues.

Recently competent authorities, in 
cooperation with foreign expertise, 
have embarked on demining many 
areas in the country. But the land is 
still hiding large number of these 
mines due to lack of maps, on the one 
hand, and the random planting on the 
other.

Al-Sahwa weekly, 
3 Oct.2002

Main Headlines:
Islah party calls for registration, 
protection of records against 
manipulation
Islah secretary-general: we are 
who demand investigation with 
manipulators in electoral commit­
tees
Hameed al-Ahmar: We are who 
demanded for investigation into 
Hadda incident
In Camera trial for Cole defen­
dants

Columnist Zaid al-Shami says two 
years have passed since the beginning 
of al-Aqsa uprising in Palestine. The 
Palestinians have offered hundreds of 
martyrs and thousands of wounded. 
Their houses were destroyed and their 
trees were uprooted but were nor 
defeated and proved to be deserving 

life. As for the Jews, they are living 
the worst periods of their life since 
declaration of Palestine usurpation. 
Palestinian stone-throwers and mar­
tyrs managed to impose a balance of 
horror with the Israeli military 
machine.

If the leaders have restricted their 
task to the choice of peace, which is 
rejected by both Israel and America, 
the peoples must continue supporting 
the uprising materially, morally and 
politically. The peoples must main­
tain their pressure on their rulers to 
leave the state of inability they have 
forced on themselves.

Al-Thawri week­
ly, organ of the 
YSP, 3 Oct. 2002.

Main headlines:
To ensure free elections. Political 
parties sign an agreement of prin­
ciples
Strong differences shake the rul­
ing party's Abyan organization 
Armed confrontations in Taiz
The four French detainees from 
Yemeni origin
U.S. authorities take strict meas­
ures against Yemeni travellers

Mr Faisal al-Soufi says the govern­
ment's stance towards education is 
shameful as it in many instances 
praises illiteracy, and grants a high­
wayman a high military rank and 
appoints illiterate in senior positions.

The government officially observe 
the world day on illiteracy eradication 
and on such occasions the govern­
ment reminds about its achievements 
in this regard to an extent that it sends 
reports to one of the UN committees 
explaining that it has taken significant 
steps to improve status of women. In 
the field of illiteracy, the biggest edu­
cational and civilizational problem 
facing the country they say in the 
government that they have eradicated 
illiteracy of 130 thousand citizens in 
the past ten years and now we 3 mil­
lion pupils and students studying at 
various stages of schooling. But if we 
go back to government records we 

find that the 3 million pupils and stu­
dents represent only 40% of the soci­
ety while 60% are outside schools 
and the government has failed to 
secure for them free and compulsory 
education.

26 September 
weekly, organ of 
Yemen Armed 
Forces

Main headlines:
Islah elements in Taiz open fire 
on registration committees 
Five French nationals deported 
for violating residency laws 
Yemen considers American con­
gress on al-Quds a challenge of 
Arabs and Muslims feelings

- Qatari foreign minister arrives in 
Sana'a
A new batch of returnees arrives 
in Aden
Chairman of Iranian Shoura 
Council: we oppose attacking Iraq

The newspaper’s political editor 
says the democratic changes that 
Yemen has witnessed during the past 
ten years have developed the national 
political awareness to levels of real­
ization by which the people feel their 
responsibilities towards their society 
and themselves and towards their 
country, especially after the political 
system has become deriving its exec­
utive, legislative and local powers 
from them. Consequently, maintain­
ing its accomplishments course and 
its development is a representation of 
their free will in choosing their polit­
ical leaderships by direct election of 
the president and their representatives 
in the legislative and local authorities.

Yemen's people active participa­
tion in the process of registration in 
the electoral records and then getting 
their election cards is a step reflecting 
a high national sense of responsibility 
showing the active participation in 
the coming elections on .27 April. 
2003.

The Yemenis are proving anew 
their deserving of a democratic life as 
a qualitative addition to the democrat­
ic building.

World Press
Major news items in leading international newspapers Provided by Xinhua

Egypt
Al Ahram

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
and his French counterpart Jacques 
Chirac will meet on Oct. 16 to discuss 
the Iraqi issue and the deteriorating sit­
uation in the Palestinians territories.

Al Akhbar
EU foreign policy chief Javier Solana 

will head for the Middle East on 
Sunday on a four-day tour that will take 
him to Egypt, Jordan, the Palestinian 
self-rule areas and Israel.

Al Gomhuria
Italian President Carlo Azeglio 

Ciampi is due in Cairo on Oct. 20 on a 
one-day visit to Egypt during which he 
will meet with Mubarak.

Ciampi will preside over the interna­
tional celebrations marking the 60th 
anniversary of the Al Alamein battle.

Egyptian Mail
The Sudanese government and south­

ern rebels have agreed to halt a war that 
started in 1983 and to resume stalled 
talks aimed at ending it for good.

Lebanon
AN-NAHAR

Reconciliation between rival 
Kurdish leaders Massoud Barzani and 
Jalal Talabani revives regional parlia­
ment in Iraqi Kurdistan.

AS-SAFIR
What does Lebanon stand to lose 

from a war on Iraq? 2040 Lebanese 
factories in Iraq and $1.25 billion of 
exports.

Lebanese film Terra Incognita,

which won acclaim at this year’s 
Cannes Film Festival, opens the 
“Beirut Cinema Days" Festival.

AL-MUSTAQBAL
Arab member of Israel’s Knesset, 

Ahmed Tibi, says Israel plans to exile 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat to 
Sudan.

New representative to take over the 
World Bank office in Beirut.

Secretary Wanted
Minimum 3 years of experience of in secretarial field.
Fluency in Spoken, written, reading and typing in English & Arabic

- University Degree is preferable.
- Ability to keep and efficient filling and documentation system.
- Must be willing to work extra hours from tine to time and also ability to work 

under pressure.

Please contact with us by
Tel. 440418, Or send us CVs by Fax: 440415

Germany
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
According to the Deutsche Bank, 

the German economy will not recov­
er from its weak development later 
this year, but more likely slip in a 
recession.

Die Welt
Profit warning and restrained

analysis have depressed the German 
stock index. DAX. Friday.

Sueddeutsche Zeitung
UN chief inspector Hans Blix has 

given in to the pressure of the United 
States in a dispute over the return of 
his colleagues to Iraq.

Britain
Financial Times

House prices rose again last month, 
with an average London home pass­
ing 200,000 pounds.

The Tinies
The British shoe-bomber Richard 

Reid laughed out loudly yesterday as 
he admitted that he tried to blow up 
an airliner carrying 190 people over 
the Atlantic Ocean.

The Daily Telegraph
A suspected Provisional IRA spy 

operating at the heart of Government 
passed hundreds of sensitive political 
documents to Sinn Fein, it emerged 
last night after a series of dawn raids

by police in Belfast.

The Independent
Tony Blair has ordered Gordon 

Brown and Alan Milburn to stop their 
public squabbling over the Secretary 
of State for Health's plans to free 
high-performing hospitals from 
Treasury spending controls.

The Guardian
Tony Blair's drive for Middle East 

peace talks has suffered an embar­
rassing setback at the hands of the US 
president, George W. Bush, only days 
after the prime minister flagged up 
his plan at the Labor party conference 
in Blackpool.

Japan
Asahi

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi plans to push anti-deflation 
measures through next parliament ses­
sion.

Nihon Keizai
Bank of Japan plans to buy 2 trillion

yen (16.7 billion US dollars) worth of 
bank-held stocks.

Yomiuri
Japan is to urge troubled firms to 

shift to nursing, welfare services.

Kenya

Kenya Times
Kenya's Central Organization of 

Trade Unions has rejected the draft 
constitution and vowed to mobilize 
workers countrywide in protest.

Daily Nation
Kenyan Cabinet Minister Raila 

Odinga's vehicle was sprayed with 
bullets a few hours after Rainbow 
Alliance leaders addressed a rally at 
Garissa town in northeast Kenya.

East African Standard
Kenyan cabinet minister Uhuru 

Kenyatta on Friday pushed his cam­
paign for the presidency a notch 
higher, with a blanket dismissal of 
some opposition presidential hope­
fuls as "spent political forces’’.

Nigeria
This Day

Speaker of Nigerian House of 
Representatives Ghali Na’Abba Friday 
said his disagreement with President 
Olusegun Obasanjo is not “persona" or 
has any ulterior motive but is in nation­
al interest.

The Guardian
Over 10 people have been killed in a 

communal clash in Nigeria's central 
state of Plateau, Plateau State 
Commissioner of Police Innocent 
Ilozuoke said on Friday.

The Punch
The Nigerian government has said 

that it will not hesitate to extradite any 
Nigerian wanted abroad for money 
laundering and drug related offenses 
after thorough investigation by the 
police.
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MUS'ID & MUS’IDA
First Ever Yemeni Radio Series published In a newspaper

28

Written by
Abdulrahman Mutahhar

Translated by 
Janet Watson

Orphans
M — Now what is it making you cry over 
your sister and moan about like this? We 
all have to die, and anyone who isn’t pre­
pared to meet his maker every minute of 
his life is very shortsighted.
Ma — I know that. I’m not totally stupid. 
Let’s pray that we may die well in God’s 
eyes.
M — Amen! So why are you still crying 
over your sister two months later?
Ma — Are you trying to ban me from crying 
over my sister?
M — It’s two months since your sister died. 
Is she collecting her things in preparation 
for resurrection, or is something else mak­
ing you think about her all the time, 
Mus’ida?
Ma — I’m thinking about the trust she 
placed in me as she was dying. She asked 
me to look after her children, and said she 
was relying on God and on me because 
the father couldn’t be trusted. He’d get a 
step-mother for them as soon as he’d put 
her under the ground.
M — You did what you had to do. You 
looked after them properly and they stayed 
with you from the time their mother died 
until their father remarried and came to 
take them back.
Ma — I told you at the time, Mus’id, when 
their father wants to take them back, 
please make sure he doesn’t. They're still 
young and motherless, and we’ll be

rewarded by God for keeping them with us. 
M — You're right about that. Those who 
are entrusted with the care of orphans are 
rewarded in heaven. But the fact is their 
father did come for them, and it wasn't up 
to me to stop him from taking them.
Ma — God help them with that father they 
have and the step-mother he got for them, 
and the treatment they're likely to receive. 
And they were put under my care!
M — They are no longer under your care. 
They're under the care of their father and 
their step-mother now, and every guardian 
is responsible for his own ward.
Ma — How are they under the care of their 
father and step-mother, and what do you 
mean by saying that every guardian is 
responsible for his own ward? The way the 
father has gone and left the children to the 
step-mother is rather like a shepherd leav­
ing his sheep to the wolf! This makes me 
really mad!
M — Don't get mad and don’t make prob­
lems with other people. Go and see your 
sister’s children when you can, and do 
what’s in your power.
Ma — Look! If I go to see them or they 
come over to see me they cry so much 
they break my heart, and they won't tell me 
what’s up with them or what’s making them 
so sad at this tender age.
M — I’ll tell you why they cry when they 
see you, and what’s making them sad.

Ma — Please do!
M — Your sister’s children see their moth­
er in your face and your voice and your 
sympathy and generosity. That’s what 
makes them cry, particularly when they 
compare the way you treat them with the 
way they’re being treated by their step­
mother.
Ma — You know, Mus’id, the only thing 
she's any good at is turning the father 
against those poor orphans. If she had her 
own way, she'd kick them out of the door 
onto the street!
M — This is often the way when the moth­
er dies, Mus’ida. If the father takes on an 
unsympathetic wife, the child is denied the 
love and affection he needs, and isn't 
brought up in the way Islam and the 
Prophet (PBUH) have told us to bring up 
children.
Ma — Peace be upon him.
M —And if the child ends up on the street, 
the deprivation and harshness of life he 
experiences will have a very negative 
effect on him. It's very likely that he’ll go off 
the rails and become a destructive influ­
ence in society. It’s partly because of that, 
Mus’ida, that Islam has told us to care 
orphans and tells us that we will be reward­
ed well for this in God’s eyes. The Islamic 
scholars say that the Prophet (PBUH) said 
he would be in heaven with people who 
have cared for orphans properly.

Horoscope
by Boadachia

Arles (Mar 21 - Apr 19)
If you don't feel lightheaded and your body 
doesn’t start twitching this week, you’ve gone into 
hibernation way too soon. You should feel a bit 
strange right now, almost as though you're under 
the influence of chemical substances. That is why 
it’s important for you to remain as grounded as 

possible, so you can use this high level of energy appropriately. 
Carrying the stone, hematite, or wearing it, will help ground you. 
Your subconscious is also releasing important messages as you 
go through these various levels of energy. It’s almost as though 
your life should seem to be one big meditation this week. If you 
calm yourself, in the midst of the excitement, you will gain the 
most information. The kind of information that will help take you 
to new levels in your life.

Taurus (Apr 20 - May 20)
You have worked very, very hard to get where 
you are. Whether you have reached your goals 
yet or not, it's time to protect what you have 
gained for yourself up to this point. You will need 
to be your own activist this week, as finding the 
right people to trust and support you may not 

come so easily. The worst case scenario is, someone may try to 
take something away from you, so be extra conscious of what is 
important to you and don't want to lose. At it’s best, you will 
conquer some long-term plague that has been blocking your 
ability to move forward. Chances are, it is much less visible than 
you think, and you may have to go deep into your psyche to figure 
out what it is. Once found, though, you've got the cosmos 
supporting your ability to wipe it out, making room for even more 
gains in your life.

Gemini (May 21 - Jun 20)
You are due for a refund. It could be the IRS that 
surprises you with a check in the mail, or maybe 
you find a large bill along the edge of a sidewalk 
curb. Or it could be that your refund comes in 
emotional ways. You may meet the love of your 
life while you're emptying the trash. Or a long lost 

friend may resurface with abundant kindness, targeted in your 
direction. One thing is certain, you can definitely expect this kind 
of luck right now. The cosmic law has found you innocent and 
worthy of good things. So, don't fight it, or wonder if it is too good 
to be true. Just say “thank you" to God and delight in the yummy 
offerings He is bringing to you.

Cancer (Jun 21 - Jul 22)
By now you should have completed the first stage 
of what it feels like to give back to yourself. You 
have a nasty habit of hoping you'll get back what 
you deserve from the people you give so much 
to. The problem is. you either don't let them know 
in advance, what your wishes are, or, you keep 

choosing people who are never going to be able to give back 
what you desire from them. You've got much more public 
attention coming your way now. As you meet new people and 
experience new surroundings, stay open to the things that truly 
can give back to you. Keep choosing things just for you, not 
because you feel a need to help or “win over" someone who isn't 
going to value your gifts.

Leo (Jul 23 - Aug 22)
You have covered so much terrain lately, even 
though you may feel you've been running in 
place. You've touched on a lot of your own issues 
around doing what is right and ethical, versus 
doing what your heart tells you to do. Hopefully, 
you've been able to merge the two, and realize 

that your heart really does tell you what is right, and it's your ego 
that sometimes does the unethical thing. Any confusion regarding 
all this should begin to lift. The key to feeling this lift” is allowing 
yourself to be vulnerable. You need to define what that means to 
you. Are you supposed to let yourself go in a love relationship? 
Or perhaps you need to show yourself your own weak spots and 
embrace them as a part of who you are.

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sep 22)
It’s okay to be asking yourself a lot of questions 
right now, about the past, the present, and the 
future. You've had some planetary action going 
on for the last month that may have had you 
wondering whether you were going up, down, left, 
or right It's all been about recognizing that within 

challenges lie answers. During our strangest times is when we 
can find out the most about our lives. Right about now is when 
some very helpful answers are coming and you should feel as 
though any uncertainty you've had is disappearing. Stay as 
focused as you can for a bit longer, making sure your decisions 
are the right ones and that you are preparing for the long haul. 
Clarification that now appears is there for you to use for months 
to come.

Libra (Sep 23 - Oct 22)
More people should listen to you, because you 
really have things figured out. Ironically, you 
doubt yourself and wonder if everyone else may 
be right Step number one is to not pay attention 
to what anyone else says. Step two is to spend a 
lot of time talking to yourself, out loud. Step three 

is to begin to believe that what you are saying is the truth, and it 
is the right thing. You have been on a bridge of communication, 
looking back, knowing you can't accept the conversations or the 
words that were once spoken. And yet, as you look forward, 
you're afraid you won't know what to say, remaining speechless 
and hence, very stupid. The problem is, that leaves you on the 
bridge, going nowhere, and we can't stay on bridges forever. 
Eventually, one path or another must be taken.

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21)
The discriminating planner looks over everything 
in advance, so that success is insured and the 
outcome is unforgettable. He takes his time, 
checks all the angles, and creates a worry-free 
environment. You're about to be reunited with 
something you thought was long ago impossible. 

That's because you’ve been planning very well and paying 
attention to what is important in your life. What will you be 
reunited with? Let's just say, it's about finding your specialness 
again. It’s close to be being born again, and getting to know that 
amazing little child you started out as. Did you do your 
homework? Have you planned your own life accordingly, so that 
you can now enjoy the benefits?

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21)
Much wisdom is available to you right now. The 
bad news is, it’s not so obvious, like what you get 
from reading a book or taking a class. The good 
news is, it’s not the kind that takes forever to 
learn, either. You should be able to go to sleep, 
wake up, and see it right at the foot of your bed. 

Here’s a hint it’s telling you that you need to celebrate today, not 
tomorrow. You need to find joy and fulfillment by the time it gets 
dark outside again. Where you find this is up to you. But, know 
this: if you approach it, whatever "it" is, with enthusiasm and 
excitement, you can't go wrong. So, it could be that visiting the 
Grand Canyon is what you need to do today. Or, it could be that 
applying for that amazing job is it. You'll know when you feel that 
instant joy and passion.

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19)
You have an opportunity to experience much 
more in life by communicating with people 
honestly and openly. Don't be afraid, now. Just 
pretend you’re talking to a stranger that you'll 
never see again. Better yet, talk a lot to a stranger 
that you'll never see again. Practice on people 

that won’t really matter. Don't be shy, and babble ’til you drop. 
Once you've mastered the art of talking about all sorts of things 
with all sorts of people, you're ready for the real thing. This 
involved talking to people who are important to you and telling 
them how you really feel about them. It means discussing what 
doesn't work for you, but most importantly, asking for what you 
really want...your dreams and fantasies...that which you’ve been 
craving from people for a long time.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18)
Don't think about people who won’t see things 
from your side anymore. All that does is lead to 
frustration and creates possible enemies. Others 
may want to suck you into their cycle of criticism 
and war of personalities, but you can rise above 
that. You are very much able to maintain your 

cool and sustain your composure. It can be even easier for you if 
you start seeking out healthy partnerships where people want to 
work together. Find people who do see things your way. Not only 
will you alleviate your stress levels, but you’ll allow room for 
inspiration. You’ll remove blocks that keep you stuck and open up 
opportunities for being able to express your true self and be 
accepted and embraced for what you have to offer.

Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20)
Your period of deep self-reflection continues. 
You've been repressed in some way, and this has 
imposed a one-way structure on you that just 
doesn't work anymore. Your main task is to 
remember what a force you truly are. You will 
make most gains now by defending your beliefs 

and standing up for your right to exist as you wish. No more sitting 
back quietly. It's time to react and see all the options open to you 
right now. The key is to decide whether you want to choose a 
strategy that allows you to advance, or whether you opt for a 
defensive posture. If you go for the former, you get to pass “GO" 
and leap forward. If you choose the latter, it will require much 
energy spent on wasteful time and a side that does not support 
you. Let go of any frustrations and just speak and more 
importantly, live what you know to be your positive truth.
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Soccer coach Bernd Stange of Germany stands near a portrait of Saddam 
Hussein following a meeting with Iraq’s Football Association in Baghdad. 
REUTERS

Germany’s
Stange to 
coach Iraq

BAGHDAD (Reuters) - German 
Bernd Stange, who coached East 
Germany from 1983-1988, is to 
coach Iraq.

Hussein Saeed, secretary-general 
of Iraq’s Olympic Committee, told 
Reuters: “The Iraqi Football 
Association is currently negotiating 
Bernd’s programme for the coming 
four years to develop Iraq’s soccer 
and prepare our team for the quali­
fiers for the 2006 World Cup.”

Stange, 54, said he had yet to sign 
a contract but there was plenty of 
time.

Stange, who replaces Iraqi coach 
Adnan Hamad, told Germany’s top- 
selling Bild tabloid on Friday: “I’ve 
been out of work for over a year 
now and you don’t receive many 
offers at my age.

“With Iraq I would have a chance 
of taking part in the 2006 World Cup 
in Germany.”

Asian Games-Japan,S.Korea 
and China make their mark

By Alastair Himmer

PUSAN, South Korea (Reuters) - 
Japan dominated the swimming, 
South Korea moved towards the soc­
cer quarter-finals and China’s women 
added to the country’s gold medal 
haul in cycling, weightlifting, judo 
and fencing at the Asian Games.

Japan’s Kosuke Kitajima was a 
class above the opposition as the Pan 

Pacific champion stormed to gold in 
the men’s 100 metres breaststroke.

Takahiro Mori, Yuko Nakanishi and 
the men’s 4x200 metres freestyle 
team were also victorious at Pusan’s 
Sajik Pool as Japan won four out of 
five finals to take a 4-1 first-day lead 
over fierce rivals China in the swim­
ming gold medal standings.

Kitajima lowered the Asian Games 
record for the second time in eight 
hours in the final, clocking one 
minute and 45 seconds.

“I swam a great race in Yokohama 
but there was something missing 
today. I still managed to get the job 
done and win gold. Now I have to 
focus on the 200 and hopefully do it 
again.”

Mori, who won silver behind 
American phenomenon Michael 

Phelps in Yokohama, went one better 
this time, touching in a new Asian 
record of 2:00.53 in the final of the 
200 individual medley to take the first 
gold of the evening.

“I was aiming for the (Asian) 
record in Yokohama but my priority 
was to win gold today, so it’s a bonus 
that the record came here,” said Mori

China briefly interrupted Japan’s 
dominance when national champion

Yang Yu won the women’s 200 
freestyle in another Games record and 
a personal best of 1:58.43.

Normal service was quickly 
resumed, however, as Yuko Nakanishi 
won the women’s 200 butterfly final 
in 2:08.99.

Japan underlined their superiority 
by winning gold in the men’s 4x200 
freestyle relay in 7:20.59, the fourth 
Games record of the day.

KOREA MARCH ON
South Korea marched towards the 

soccer quarter-finals with the 5-2 
thrashing of Oman that had the home 
fans screaming with joy as goals from 
Cho Sung Hwan, Kin Du Hyan, Lee 
Dong Gook and a couple from centre 
forward Lee Choon Soo secured the 
points. 

Coach Park hang-seo, who took 
over from Duthcman Guus Hiddink 
after the World Cup, was delighted 
with his team as they followed their 
opening 4-0 win over the Maldives 
with another impressive attacking dis­
play full of speed and invention.

China are also in the running for a 
place in the last eight after coasting to 
a 3-0 win over Bangladesh. They next 
face a showdown with India, who

trailed at the break but rallied in the 
second half to beat Turkmenistan 3-1, 
to decide top spot.

Thailand and the United Arab 
Emirates will contest qualification 
from their group after the former beat 
Vietnam 3-0 and the latter secured a 
2-1 win over Yemen.

More gold medals were handed out 
in cycling with Kazakhstan’s Andrei 
Teteriouk winning the men’s 48.4 km 
individual time trial with a time of 
1:02:11. In the women’s 24.2 km indi­
vidual time trial, the gold went to 
China’s Li Meifang.

China advanced to the basketball 
quarter-finals with a 114-36 victory 
over Hong Kong, while North Korea 
were beaten 89-63 by the Philippines. 
Hosts South Korea topped Japan 79- 
62.

In fencing, South Korea’s Lee Shin- 
mi won the gold in women’s individ­
ual sabre, outclass team mate Lee 
Gyu-young. In the individual foil, 
China’s Zhang Lei took the gold, 
beating second place Lim Mi-kyung 
of South Korea.

South Korea’s Jo Su-hee topped 
Mizuho Matsuzaki to win the 
women’s under-78 kg judo gold. 
China’s Pan Yuqing and Nasiba

Salayeva of Turkmenistan got bronze 
medals.

In the men’s under-100 kg, Japan’s 
Keiji Suzuki beat world Jang Sung- 
Hoo of South Korea 2-1. The bronze 
medals went to Kazakhstan’s Askhat 
Zhitkeyev and Abbas Fallah of Iran.

Chinese Olympic champion Sun 
Fuming won the gold in the women’s 
over 78-kg, with South Korea’s Choi 
Sook-ie taking the silver and bronzes 
going to Dolgorma Erden of 
Mongolia and Thailand’s Pestonyee 
Parad.

In the women’s 48-kg weightlift­
ing, China’s Li Zhuo won gold with a 
total of 200 kg, with Kay Thi Win of 
Myanmar taking the silver and Raema 
Lisa Rumbewas of Indonesia taking 
the bronze.

Leaders Bayern bounce 
back to crush Bochum

By Patrick Vignal
BERLIN (Reuters) - Leaders 

Bayern Munich have averted a loom­
ing crisis with a convincing 4-1 victo­
ry over VfL Bochum in the German 
first division.

Two headed goals each from 
Claudio Pizzaro and Elber helped the 
Munich club bounce back after losing 
their last two games.

Brazilian striker Elber put the home 
side in the lead on 27 minutes and 
Peruvian forward Pizarro doubled the 
advantage in the 39th minute before 
striking again in the 66th minute.

Midfielder Sebastian Schindzielorz 
pulled one back for the visitors from 
close range in the 77th minute but 
Elber was on target again just before 
the end.

Bayern, who had lost 2-1 at Bayer 
Leverkusen last weekend before 
falling to AC Milan by the same score 
in the Champions League on Tuesday, 
are three points clear of Borussia 
Dortmund.

“It was important for us to win to 
have more harmony within the team 
before entering the break,” said 
Bayern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld, refer­
ring to the fact that there will be no 
Bundesliga next weekend because 
Germany are playing two internation­
als within a few days.

“We played with plenty of discipline 
and could have won by a higher mar­
gin,” he added.

DORTMUND UP
Defending champions Dortmund 

climbed one spot up to second with a 
3-0 victory at Hanover 96 courtesy of 
a first-half penalty from Germany 
midfielder Torsten Frings and second- 
half efforts from Czech striker Jan 
Koller and Brazilian Marcio Amoroso.

Hanover, last season’s second divi­
sion champions, missed a penalty in

the second half and were reduced to 10 
men when Senegalese defender Dame 
Diouf was sent off for a violent gesture 
in the 79th minute.

Schalke 04 moved up to third, four 
points off the pace, thanks to first-half 
goals from striker Victor Agali, Ebbe 
Sand and Gerald Asamoah which sank 
Hamburg SV 3-0.

Also four points behind the leaders 
are fourth-placed Werder Bremen, 
who could close the gap on Bayern to 
just one point if they beat Hansa 
Rostock in their northern German 
derby on Sunday.

Last season’s runners-up Bayer 
Leverkusen remain fifth from bottom

after losing 2-0 at VfL Wolfsburg — 
their fourth defeat from eight league 
games.

“We had no energy and gave 
Wolsfburg two goals,” Leverkusen 
coach Klaus Toppmoelller said after 
another dismal show from his men. 
"We could have played for two hours 
without scoring a goal.”

Four-times German champions 
Kaiserslautern recorded their first win 
of the season with a 4-0 demolition of 
fellow strugglers Energie Cottbus, 
who replace them in bottom spot.

Germany striker Miroslav Kose was 
instrumental in his side’s much-needed 
win with two goals.

Bayern Munich’s Elber (R) of Brazil and Samy Kuffour celebrate a goal 
against VfL Bochum during a German first division soccer match in Munich’s 
Olympic stadium. REUTERS/Michael Dalder
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Let’s not forget our past
By Mujaiied Al Mussa’abi
Yemen Times Staff 
mujahed75ye@ yahoo.com

W
e Yemenis, should 
ask ourselves, do 
we really value our 
heritage? Do we 
really appreciate 

the value of historical cities like old 
Sana’a, Zabid, Sa’ada, Tareem, Shebam 
Jebla?

Do Yemeni people, especially those 
who are educated, feel worried about the 
suffering of our historical cities? Do we 
recognize the seriousness of the deterio­
ration and collapse that is sweeping on 
our historical heritage?

The destruction of the Ghamadan 
Palace is a historical example of a loss 
of ours that is incomparable. It is 
believed that if the palace still existed, it 
might be one of the world's great won­
ders. We read of its mythical stories and 
unmatched design. We still remain 
proud of it.

The palace was destructed 1,400 
years ago and so we share no responsi-

bility for that catastrophe. In fact, we are 
not accountable for any of the historical 
assets which destroyed hundreds of 
years ago. But on the other hand, we are 
responsible for what is happening to our 
historical cities now.

It is pity to confess that the social cul­
tural and economic values of the Yemeni 
historical cities are not occupying more 
significance among most Yemenis, 
whether they be in the government or

private citizens. Why is this?
We have read or heard about many 

historical building which has collapsed 
recently due the lack of care of its own­
ers, some of whom have left to other 
places, leaving these valuable her­
itages to become ruins.

What a big disaster to wait others 
to reserve and protect our historical 
cities while we do nothing. Most of 
us are not even aware of their value.

I’m afraid we will recognize this fact 
too late and be held accountable by the 
human heritage courts because we have 
forgotten our history and identity.

Deteriorating historical building, example of neglect.

Side view of Shebam historical city
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