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Limburg investigators agreeing more that . . .

It’s terrorism

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF
AND REUTERS

French and American investi-
gators into the explosion of the
French tanker Limburg agree the
blast was probably terrorism.

The blast killed one crew
member and spilled 90,000 bar-
rels of oil into the Gulf Of Aden.

“It’s become clear it’s an act
of terrorism,” a U.S. intelligence
official in Washington said
Thursday on the condition of

Dutch divers and anti-terror experts inspect the hole in the hull of the French oil supertanker Limburg in the open sea near Mukalla in Yemen

October 12. France said that traces of TNT were discovered in the hole, supporting the theory that the Limburg was attacked.

anonymity.

“The initial results of the
inquiry carried out by French,
Yemeni and American investiga-
tors suggest the explosion of
October 6 on board the French
oil tanker, the Limburg, was due
to an attack,” a statement of the
French Foreign Ministry echoed.

The investigators said that

metal and plastic pieces along
with remains of TNT explosive
material was found on the deck

- suggesting that the ship was

rammed by a smaller craft.

The Limburg was brought into
Mina al-Dabah port in Al
Mukalla by three tug boats.

American officials said the
blast was an act of terrorism

most likely carried out by people
with links to al-Qaida.

Crew saw small boat
This claim is also supported
by the tanker’s owner, Euronav
SA, who quoted crew members
as saying the blast occurred
shortly after a small boat was
seen speeding toward the tanker
as it waited for a tug to take it to
Mina al-Dabah near Mukalla,
about 500 miles from Sana’a.
Continued on page 4
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What’s the environmental impact of the explosion?

Save our seawaters

By SALEH AL-BASHA
YEMEN TIMES STAFF
AL-MUKALLA

Efforts are being made to
clean the oil from the explosion
of the French supertanker
Limburg on Yemeni territorial
waters and its coasts.

But the spilling of the 397,000
barrels of crude of oil may be an
irrepairable ecological disaster

for sea animals along Yemen'’s
coastal lines, which in turn
could mean financial ruin for
thousands of area fishermen.

Environmental experts who
need to tackle the problem have
an immense job ahead of them.

Fishermen at al-Mukalla have
expressed their resentment of
the water pollution as a result of
the oil that has spread across the
coast.

They haven’t been allowed to
fish, but will be allowed again
after the completion of the
investigation processes.

“This was the best season for
fishing banks in Hadhramout
coast lines,” said one fisherman.

The tanker was carrying
397,000 barrels of Iranian crude
and was due to load more at
Mina al-Dababh, a port 500 miles
south-east of the Yemeni capital

Sana'a.

The explosion took place in
Ashehr District in Hadhramout.

Initial reports questioned if

the blast was terrorism, but both
American and French investiga-
tors say they believe evidence
suggests it was terrorism.

See page 11 for more on the
environmental impact from the
disaster.
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Problems continue over registration for 2003 electwn

Parties throw mud at each other

MOHAMMED BINSALLAM
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Sana’a — Accusing Yemen's govern-
ment of offenses such mismanaging
public money, the Islah and YSP oppo-
sition parties are thumbing their noses
at a key political document geared to
ensure a fair 2003 national election.

The two opposition parties are refus-
ing to sign what’s known as the
Document of Principles and Behavioral
Controls of Political Parties for Free
and Fair Elections.

It was scheduled to be signed on
October 6.

Statements given

The governing General Peoples
Congress and Islah are jockeying for
early election positions through state-
ments given this week.

“The hysteria of the coming parlia-
mentary elections has been haunting the
ruling party and, with a feeling of early
defeat, it has begun committing
unprecedented violations,”” said one
Islah statement.

Another Islah statement, distributed
in Aden governorate on Friday, accused
the GPC of using public funds and insti-
tutions for narrow partisan interests and
also of putting pressure on civilian and
armed forces to register at certain elec-
tion centers.

The Islah statement says all those acts
demonstrate the desire to force the
party’s will on citizens.

The Islah and YSP claim they’ve
received complaints about excesses
committed at a number of constituen-
cies. They also said the circulation of

the Elections Supreme Committee is
related to registering armed forces and
security personnel which is considered
a clear violation of the law.

Meanwhile, on Wednesday, the infor-
mation committee of the GPC has
released a report detailing violations
and excesses practiced by some Islah
and Y SP-affiliated heads of committees.

GPC has accusations also

The GPC'’s report accused the indi-
viduals of hampering voter registration
by refusing to allow un-bearded citizens

to register their names and by urging
women to register at election centers
other than those supporting Islah posi-
tions.

The GPC report has also accused
Sheikh Abdulla Sa’tar, one of Islah
leaders, of promoting violence and
assailing electoral committees that do
not agree with Islah members wishes,
particularly in Amran province.

Meanwhile, - Supreme Elections
Committee (SEC) has announced that
over three million people have now reg-
istered since the beginning of the

process on October 1. SEC’s statistics
indicate that Hodeida governorate still
has the most registrants, while Taiz
comes in the second and the capital of
Sana’a has the third-highest level.

Statistics issued by the SEC show a
high percentage of women are turning
out, compared to men.

It is worth mentioning that nation-
wide, the number of registration com-
mittees are 11,242. Sub-committees
across Yemen employ 33,726 people, in
5,621 electoral centers in 301 con-
stituencies.

American

official visits

Sana'a — Mr. Francis X. Taylor,
among the American government's
head officials in terrorism, spoke
with Yemeni officials recently about
the commitments of the two coun-
tries to fight terrorism.

“Terrorism in Yemen is the
responsibility of the government,”
he said.

Mr. Taylor also confirmed in a
press  conference  held last
Wednesday at the American
Embassy that his country remains
committed to helping Yemen with an
effective terrorism-fighting plan.

“Yemen has proved honesty in
fighting terrorism,” said Taylor.

Regarding the USS Cole, the
American said his country supports

terrorism

the decision of the Yemeni authori-
ties to hand over suspects to the judi-
ciary. Meanwhile, he said, his coun-
try will also continue investigations
in this issue.

Regarding the French oil tanker
explosion, Taylor said it is very early
to determine whether it is a terrorist
act or not, and showed his govern-
ment readiness to take part in the
investigation if the Yemeni or French
governments asked for assistance.

President Saleh met with Taylor
last Tuesday and discussed many
issues, including the Yemeni role in
the international efforts to fight ter-
rorism as well as the harassment
which some Yemenis are exposed to
while visiting the USA.
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Yemeni-Sudanese-Ethiopian
Summit in Sana'a

A joint Yemeni-Sudanese and
Ethiopian summit will be held in
Sana'a this week to discuss issues
relating to the African Horn, Middle
East and Palestine.

Sudanese President, Omar al-
Basheer and the Ethiopian Prime
Minister, Zinawi will arrive in Yemen
to hold the summit with President Ali
Abdullah Saleh.

It will also discuss the efforts made
to bring the Somali fighting groups to
peace negotiations.

A Yemeni source said the summit
will also address the issues related to

the peace and stability in the region,
and the south region of the Red Sea,
and the coordination made by the
three countries towards these issues.

However, political analysts here
have seen in the summit a clear mes-
sage to Eritrea which fears the three
countries want to form a coalition.

Sudan accuses Eritrea of supporting
the fighters of the south. Yemen dif-
fers with Eritrea with regards to fish-
ing in their waters and interpretation
of the verdict of international arbitra-
tion court regarding the disputed
issue.

Yemen gets limited GCC membership

Yemen is to sign on October 16 an
agreement between it and the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) regarding
Yemen's access to some of the GCC
institutions.

The agreement is to be signed
according to the decision issued by the
22nd summit for the GCC leaders held

in Mascot last December.

A high-ranking delegation of GCC
members, lead by His Highness
Yousef Bin Alowi, Omani foreign

minister, whose country is presiding
the current round of GCC talks,
arrived in Sana'a earlier this week to
sign the agreement.
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Notice

Mr. Goon Kok Loon is
the Chairman of the
Board of the Yeminvest
and not as mistakenly
appeared as Mr. John
Kouk Jonj the
Chairman of the Board
of the Yeminvest in the
Issue 40 of the Yemen

Times.
We

persons

to

apologize
concerned
and readers.
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Yemen & Britain

discuss security

President Saleh along with Vice-
President Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi,
met with General Arthur Denaro, the
British defense minister’s consultant,
last week for a three-day visit.

They discussed bilateral relations
of the two countries, and cooperation
in fighting terrorism.

The Saba News agency said that the

president of Yemen has expressed his
satisfaction over progressing relations
between Yemen and Britain, especially
in the area of security training.
The two countries agreed to imple-

ment a formal security agreement.

A consultant who left Sana’a last
Sunday said the agreement “will be
launched soon.”

Biggest trade center in
Aden is opened

Aden - Amidst celebrations on
Yemen’s revolution, the Aden
International Market is open Monday.

Mr. Anwar Hussein Omar, the
Manager of the market told the Yemen
Times that inauguratior. of this trading
project in Aden city, the economic and
commercial capital of Yemen, is a
clear indication of commercial suc-
cess.

The event is also an indication of the

rapid increase of the Aden’s commer-
cial activity.

Omar added that the project was a
product of the Yemen’s unity, pointing
out that Aden International Market
consists of more than 200 trade stores
at a cost of YR 350 million.

Omar also expressed gratitude and
appreciation to the president who
encourage the investment sector in the

country.

Baidani drops appeal
against newspaper

Sana’a October 8 (YT): Dr
Abdulrahaman Abdurabu Al baidani, a
Yemeni former vice chairman of the
revolution leadership and prime minis-
ter, has agreed to drop his appeal
against 26th of September newspaper,
the mouthpiece of Yemeni Armed
forces, after a verdict was issued
against the paper and the writer of the
article.

The paper and Abdulkareem Qasim,
the writer of the article, was accused of
abusing Dr. Al baidani. The appeal was
to punish the writer and 26th of Sept.
editorial manager.

By his dropping, the issue which
remained in court for years, between Al

-

Al Shater

Al Baidani

Baidani and 26th September, is over.

The two sides were agreed to sign an
agreement with regard to settling the
long-term dispute between the Editor-
in-Chief of 26 September Weekly
Newspaper, Ali Ashater and the Dr. al-
Baidani.

Yemen &
Jordan sign
agreements

The Joint Yemeni-Jordanian
Supreme committee concluded
meetings of the 10th round last
Tuesday in Sana'a, signing a host of
agreements.

The meetings headed by the
prime ministers of the two coun-
tries resulted in new agreements in
the fields of tourism, youth and
sports, social development, higher
studies, education, culture and
health.

The two sides also agreed of set-
ting up a joint council for the busi-
nessmen in Yemen and Jordan.

The Yemeni PM, Bahamas and
Jordanian PM, abu al-Ragheb
stressed the importance of imple-
menting the agreements and that
the private sector should play a piv-
otal role in strengthening the coop-
eration between the two countries.

Teachers
learn to

build good
students

A two-day symposium geared to
help teachers find talented students
wrapped up in Sana’a October 10.

Organized by the Arab Education
Office, the gathering was to promote
top performance in teachers in Arab
countries that have membership in the
office.

Teachers were taught how to devel-
op talents in students, so they can con-
tribute to society.
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Germany wants UN
inspectors back in Iraq

Germany wants the dispute with
Iraq to be settled throygh the UN, not
military invasion, confirmed a top
German political consultant this
week.

Mrs. Andra Christ, of the German
embassy, confirmed Germany wants
to see the return of international
inspectors to see if Iraq has weapons
of mass destruction.

This statement came in a lecture
organized by the Yemeni Center for
Strategic Studies last Monday on
“The German vision on many hot
international issues.”

Regarding the Palestine issue,
Christ says she feels that the situation
is getting worse and the solution lies
in the creation of two separate states
with a safe border between them.
Only then it will there be suitable
time to think about what might be
future relations between them, she
said.

About the problem of cultures and
religions, she said it’s important for
people not to believe lies about oth-
ers. She said Germany strives to
accept and understand cultures of
other nations through education.

Christ has admitted there is ten-
sion between her country and the
USA over the terrorism and ways to
fight it. She confirmed Germany is
rejecting any human rights violations
under any excuse even to fight terror-
ism.

Further, she said that her country is
committed to terrorism fighting and
very cooperative with the USA, but
according to the German-defined
vision and within the UN limits.

In response to the German military
attendance in the African Horn,
Christ stated that these forces are
working within the UN and Germany
is not an imperialistic state and will
not participate in any attack against
Iraq.

The lecture which was managed by
Dr. Mohammed Al Afandi, Chairman
of the Yemeni Center for Strategic
Studies, and had in attendance VIPs,
diplomats and journalists.

oSN

a lecture organized by the Yemeni

Monday

s ol -
Center for Strategic Studies last

Traffic accidents soar
past 10,000

SANA'’A- There were 10,340 traf-
fic accidents, including 61dead in
the third quarter of 2002 in Yemen’s
capital.

The accidents left 716 injured,

Yemen Office:

Al-Jazaer Road - P. O. Box 13528,
Sana’a - Republic of Yemen

Tel: 445461, 445463, Fax: 445460
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355 seriously. Sana’a has the largest
number in traffic accidents because
of its tremendous number of vehi-
cles on the streets.

The traffic administration also

recorded 66,424 traffic violations
and reserved more than 5,000 vehi-
cles for violating the traffic rules as
well as not having proper plates.
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French unhappy with Americans

Yemeni journalist says
there’s investigation rift

A Yemeni journalist says that French
investigators into the explosion of the
super-tanker Limburg have expressed
disappointment over the interference
of new American investigators who
they say have come into the picture
without their knowledge or approval.

“It is evident that the gap between
Yemeni authorities and the French
investigators have widened.”
Journalist Saleh Al-Basha in Mokalla
said.

Al-Basha says there are more

American investigators at the scene
than expected, and that has caused the
friction at the investigation site.

This comes as the Yemeni side,
unlike the French side, insists that
there is still not evidence to confirm
that the blast was a terrorist attack.

Yemeni officials say that it is far too
early to give a decisive reason for the
blast.

The journalist says that both French
and Yemeni authorities have also
expressed their shock and unease with

\

the latest news reports saying that the
blast’s was because of a terrorist
attack.

The most recent inspections of the
hole reveals that the metal sheets point
inwards and not outwards as initially
reported.

This adds to the possibility that the
explosion came from outside the ship.

The Yemeni officials say that the
metal of the ship may have turned
inwards because of wind and water
currents.

One theory suggests ship hit seamine

Skeptics say Limberg blast was not terrorism

By MOHAMMED BINSALLAM
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

A number of Yemeni military
experts are skeptical of the possibili-
ty of terrorism as the cause of oil
tanker Limburg’s explosion.

In particular, they question if the
oil tanker was exposed to an attack by
a small, fiberglass-made boat, in a
fashion similar to the attack on the
USS Cole destroyer in 2000.

They have cited some reasons sup-
porting their skepticism, mainly that
the vessel was about 16 km away
from the Yemeni coast and that
Yemeni port officials control its
movement inside the territorial
waters. Thus spotting the vessel’s
location needs intelligence informa-
tion for observing and tracing the
vessel movement accurately.

Once a vessel is bound for Yemen
from another country’s port, the
Yemeni navigation and operation
room would be informed on its
nationality and cargo and can track its
navigation route.

Apart from that, satellites and

multi-national warships near our ter-
ritorial waters can follow up the
tanker and check it in a way better
than Yemeni ports authorities. It
should be taken into consideration
that the French navy fleet does,
among others, carry out the checking
of the identity of vessels sailing in
those waters, and it is stationed at
points nearby Yemeni and Omani ter-
ritorial waters.

The experts also question how any-
one could have access to the coordi-
nates of the vessel at the required
speed and time. The slow-speed of
the boat traveling from the Yemeni
coast towards the ship would have
been observed by many warships,
especially those equipped with highly
sophisticated technology.

The experts have considered two
possibilities as more likely:

One is that the tanker hit a sea mine
planted nearby.

The other is that some intelligence
bodies having more capabilities for
such an act were behind the explo-
sion.

French oil supertanker Limburg in

the open sea near Mukalla in Yemen
October 12. REUTERS

Continued from page 1

Investigators believe it’s terrorism

French investigator Jean-Francois
Perrouty told French television France
3 on Thursday that debris found on the
deck of the tanker did not come from
the tanker.

“We found on the Limburg deck
some parts mainly made of plastic and
of a mixed glass-resin material used for
constructing yachts and, in Yemen,
fishing boats. We found that on the
tanker deck along with some metal
debris,” he said.

This contradicts suggestions of
Yemen’s Minister of Sea Transport
Saeed Yafaei that the parts might have
come from the tanker’s own rescue
boat.

“Investigators have indeed found
fiberglass parts, but they might be from
the tanker’s rescue boat that was dam-
aged in the accident. The parts will be
sent to laboratories to be tested and
determine whether it belonged to the
damaged boat,” said Yafaei, who also
is the chief of the Yemeni team investi-
gating the Limburg blast.

He made the comment Thursday to
Yemen’s official news agency Saba.

Earlier, a U.S. defense official said
several factors pointed to a terrorist
attack: the hole in the ship is at sea
level, which is consistent with it being
struck by a boat or weapon, and the
vessel is relatively new, making it
unlikely that a malfunction caused the
blast.

U.S. intelligence also picked up
indications in recent weeks that terror-
ist groups remain interested in target-
ing maritime shipping, the defense
official said.

Speculation that the incident was an
act of terrorism arose shortly after the
explosion, which spilled oil along 72
kilometers of coastline. The Limburg’s
captain later told The Associated Press
a crew member saw a fishing boat
approach the tanker shortly before the
blast.

Contradictory reports
At first, Yemen, which has been
eager to emphasize its commitment to

* . \,,«

the U.S.-led war on terrorism, sought
to dismiss reports that the blast was
deliberate. Those statements were
reported in the local Yemeni press dur-
ing last week. “We were quite confi-
dent that when our officials say some-
thing, they mean it. So we took the
official statements saying that the
cause of the attack was an accident for
granted,” a Yemeni journalist told YT.

But a Yemeni government official,
speaking on condition of anonymity,
said the investigation so far has yield-
ed contradictory information and the
blast may in fact have been an act of
terrorism.

The pan-Arab daily Asharq al-Awsat
reported Thursday that it received a
statement from a militant Muslim
group claiming it attacked the ship.
The paper said the Aden-Abyan
Islamic Army claimed it carried out the
explosion to avenge the execution of
one of its leaders for the 1998 kidnap-
ping of 16 Western tourists.

The Aden-Abyan Islamic Army was
formed by Yemeni and other Arab
fighters who, like bin Laden, helped
Afghans oust Soviet invaders with
U.S. help in the 1980s.

A Yemeni official, Abdul Kader
Hilal, questioned the reported Aden-
Abyan Islamic Army claim, saying the
group does not have the means to carry
out such an operation. But he said one
of the group’s members was among
those detained for questioning.

Pollution catastrophe

“If there is anyone who has been
hurt most of this, then it is us.” said a
Yemeni fisherman near the coast of
Mina al-Dabah port. “The sea is our
only source of income, and now look at
what happened to it! How can we make
ends meet any more amidst so harsh
economic conditions.” he said.

The pollution issue has become the
major concern of the Yemeni officials
in the area. “Yemen is facing an envi-
ronmental disaster, its beaches having
been hit by tonnes of crude oil from the
French-flagged supertanker Limburg
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which burned in the Gulf of Aden” an
official said.

It is estimated that the total area pol-
luted with crude oil spilled from
Limburg amounted to 500 square kilo-
metres, some 15cm deep, according to
a press release distributed by the crisis
cell, formed to follow up the incident.

The press statement also revealed
that “Plans are being prepared by the
crisis cell in cooperation with the local
authorities and citizens to contain this
problem.”

France more alert

On the other hand, France had
revealed plans to step up its security
measures for French citizens in the
Middle East and is considering provid-
ing military escorts for French ships in.
the Indian Ocean, government spokes-
men said on Friday.

The Foreign and Defence Ministries
announced the measures after Paris
announced on Thursday evening that it
seemed likely the explosion on the
French-flagged supertanker Limburg
off the Yemen coast on Sunday was an
attack.

“We are going to increase our level
of protection for French residents in
the region,” Foreign Ministry
spokesman Francois Rivasseau told a
joint briefing with his Defence
Ministry counterpart Jean-Francois
Bureau.

Embassies in the region were to
review and update existing security
plans, he said.

Bureau said a multinational force in
the Indian Ocean consisting of eight
warships — including two French ves-
sels — under German command could
start to escort merchant ships as it did
in 1987 and 1988.

But he stressed no decision had been
made on this yet.

“Escorts are being considered but
they will be neither permanent nor
constant,” Bureau said. Any escorts
could only operate in international
waters, he added.

»\ ot
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Hundreds attend conference [y

BY FAROUK AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF
Taiz

cience was on the minds of
500 participants from 18
countries who met for
Science Conference 2002 in
Taiz last week.

The conference is an annual event
held in Taiz by the Yemeni Scientific
Research Foundation, (YSRF) wrapped
up at the Sofitel Hotel this week.

About 280 papers discussed in the
fields of medical sciences, physics,
mathematics, chemistry, biology, mete-
orology, geology, marine sciences, agri-
culture engineering, energy resources,
and ecology.

During the inaugural ceremony, Dr.
Abdulkareem al-Iriani, the Chairman of
the Board of the YSRF said, “The con-
ference has gained a special focus of the
attention by the president of the republic
who raise the slogan of “learning and
knowledge is our weapon.”

Board vice-chairman Dr. Mustafa
Bahran noted the disparities in scientific
knowledge between advanced countries
and Third World countries.

Dr. Mustafa Bahran told the Yemen
Times that knowledge is the basis for
development and that there is no devel-
opment without efforts made by scien-
tists. “Through this conference, we do
our best to make contacts and reactions
among Yemeni scientists or those from

our from sister countries.

“The presence of more than 500 par-
ticipants shows there is hope for science
and that we are moving in the rights
track,” he said. “We are in need of
upgrading the research centers and insti-
tutions and establishing new research
institutions, labs, and universities in
order to make science and knowledge an
essential factor for development,” he
said.

“Only scientists can find the correct
solutions for problems faced by both the
public and the private sectors. We hope
that there is a support for the scientific
research in Yemen,” he further noted.

Dr. Mohammed Motahar, the Vice-
Minister of the Higher Education and
Scientific Research said that the min-
istry has recently showed an interest
towards the scientific research and its
institutions.

Dr. Saeed Baonkood, a member at the
YSRF made clear that the main aim of
holding the science conference in our
country is enhance the scientific links
between Yemeni scientists and their
counterparts all over the world.

“Around 60 per cent of recommenda-
tions of the previous conferences were
implemented. Scientific research centers
on the part of the public and private sec-
tors have been established since 1998.
Scientific periodicals and magazines
have been published,” he said.

During the three-day conference, a
lifetime achievement award, valued at
about U.S $3,000, was also given to the
Dr. Saeed Baonkood, as a result of his

scientific outcome during 30 years of
constant persistence in the field of sci-
ence.

It is worthwhile mentioning that the
science conference is held annually by
the YSRF.

The YSRF was established in 1996
and its first conference was held in
Sana’a in 1998, the 2™ conference was
held in Aden 1999, the 3 one was in
Mukalla in 2000 the
4™ one was in Sana’a
in 2001 and the 5%
one was held in Taiz
in 2002.

The main aim of
holding these confer- |
ences is to promote
the level of science

Hotel in Taiz

Side photo of the attendees during the science conference held at Sofitel

and knowledge in a time in which our
country is gifted by the talented and men
of the intellect who have take the lead in
most of the countries in the world.

The conference hosted the Prof.
Farouk al-Baz from Boston University.
the Prof. Fakhri al-Bazaz from Harvard
University, Dr. Mustafa al-Absi from
USA and Mohammed Bashmous from
Italy.

Yemen doctor nominated
for international health award

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

A Yemeni doctor who has devoted
much of his life to fight leprosy has
been nominated for a major internation-
al award recognizing outstanding
achievement in health care.

Dr. Abdunasser Munibari, Yemen’s
Minister of Public Health and
Population, made the announcement at
the National Conference on Midwifery
and nursing, held in Taiz on October 7
that Dr. Yasin al-Qubati, has been nom-
inated for the International Dr. A.T
Shousha Prize for Health.

The award is provided yearly by the
World Health Organization, Regional
Office for the Eastern Mediterranean to

a person who has made the most signif-
icant contribution to any health prob-
lem in the geographical area in which
Dr. A.T. Shousha served in the World
Health Organization.

For the last 20 years, Dr. Yasin al-
Qubati has worked on special initia-
tives to help leprosy patients in main
cities, in out of reach unhygienic
places.

In co-operation with the other inter-
national non-governmental organiza-
tion, he gathered funds to control lep-
rosy to cover the shortage of funds
received by the Ministry of Public
Health.

By the end of 2001, 80 leprosy clin-
ics had been held in all the gover-

norates of Yemen, funded by the
German Leprosy Relief Association.

Dr. Yasin al-Qubati is the Local
Representative in Yemen, and it is the
Yemen Leprosy Elimination Society
where Dr. Yasin al-Qubati, serves as a
general secretary.

Out of 80 clinics, 32 of them are still
in operation, while others are partially
closed due to no more patients report-
ing in those areas.

Dr. al-Qubati has stood as a good
example in the control of endemic dis-
eases in the Eastern Mediterranean
region.

The main purpose of the Dr. A.T.
Shousha Award is to select a person
annually, when the fund permits. The

World Health Assembly awards the
prize consisting of a Medal and Cash
award, accordingly to Dr. al-Qubati met
the most significant contribution to the
leprosy problem in Yemen.

Hence, Dr. al-Qubati has been select-
ed during the Arabia Health Ministries
Councils, held in Cairo last week,
where the last competition has been
competed between 6  Eastern
Mediterranean councils.

The Dr. A.T. Shousha foundation
was established in 1966 according to
the Assembly resolution of WHA 1921
with the purpose of commemoration
the late Dr. A.T. Shousha, who was the
first WHO Regional Director of
Eastern Mediterranean.

Marketing Yemeni goods

A number of Yemeni businessmen
are going to participate in the 17th
annual Exhibition for Companies,
Institutions and Factories to be held in
the Indonesia capital of Jakarta from

October 16 — 20.

More than 1,000 companies from a
number of foreign countries, including
Yemen, aim to market their goods and
services.

For cooperative
Arab media

Mr. Abdu al-Hafith al-Harkam,
secretary-General of the Arab
Broadcasts Union Damasks, finished
his visit to Yemen on October 7.

His visit was to discuss coopera-
tion in the exchange news, program-
ming and training among Arab
media.

UNDP signs agreements
with Yemen

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Ms. Rima Khalaf Hunaidi, the
Assistant Administrator and Director of
the Regional Bureau for Arab States at
the UNDP concluded a 3-day visit to
Yemen.

She met with senior government offi-
cials and deyclopment partners and dis-
cussed with them cooperation between
the government of Yemen and UNDP in
the fields of poverty reduction, demo-
cratic governance, sustainable natural

resource management and the election
process.

She also signed three agreements
with the government to provide support
for the election, the modernization of
the justice sector, and capacity building
for the Ministry of Planning and
Development on projects oversight,
monitoring and coordination. At the end
of her visit to Yemen, Ms. Hunaidi held
a press conference in which she
reviewed the results of her visits and
cooperation of UNDP with Yemen.

Global

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Each year on October 14, the mem-
bers of ISO, IEC and ITU celebrate
World Standard Day.

It’s way of paying tribute to the col-
laborative efforts of the thousands of
experts worldwide who develop tech-
nical agreements that are published as
international standards.

In a release press ISO president
Mario Cortopassi, IEC president Sei-
iehi Takayanagi and ITU secretary
Genera Yoshio Utsumi says “stan-
dards help to ensure that goods and
services have the same quality wher-
ever they are made based on interna-
tional consensus, standards help to

standards celebrated

achieve a variety of objectives such as
ensuring safety and performance and
provide a common technical founda-
tion for producing goods, services,
and systems anywhere”

Cortopassi adds, the advantage of
the ‘one standard, one test-accepted
everywhere’ is that it helps to foster
the development of a global market
for goods or services. In so doing, it
makes products and services accepted
in all countries.

Representatives of ISO, the IFC
and ITU note that “by helping to
make any one part of the global trad-
ing system more efficient, the three
organizations can help to make the
entire market that much more effi-

cient. Ultimately, an efficient market
benefits everyone: manufacture, con-

sumers, governments, testing labora-
tories , and all other participants in the
market”

In Yemen the Y.S.M.Q. will cele-
brate World Standards Day.

— for 30 years!
Educating the O >

m A HIGH QUALITY HXUCATION IS WAITING FOR Ill
YOUR CHILY AT SANAA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Beautiful pumpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site on the edge of town
with out-door play area and equipment Sports facilities include soccer, basketball,
and softball fields, a double tennis court, and an indoor multi-pupose area
for volleybali and basketball. Bus sewvice avaifable.

—— ey —

&% Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondaty school
% Personalized education/smalf class sizes

% Computer instruction for alf ages

% Special offerings (AP Course/Exams, PSAT test, music, art, drama & sports)

% Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Fastem universities
% Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA)

——— - —

%+ Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

% Attractive premises near the Frendh Embassy including a garden and play area
% Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

% Attendance option: 2, 3, or 5 days per week

% Schoo! hours are from 7:55 am. to 12:00 pm. fhoon)
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REQUEST FOR BIDS

The United Nations Common System calls for bids for the services stated in
the following Terms of Reference:
f Referen

Term Proposal

The Clearing and Forwarding Agent will provide the following services to the
United Nations Common System and its staff based in Yemen:

1. Import and export of goods (continerised or otherwise)

2. Door to door delivery

3. Customs clearance

4. Processing of shipping documents for import or export purpose
5. Cargo forwarding

6. Arrange cargo transportation (air, surface and land)

7. Packing and forwarding

8. Provide storage facility

9. Track and trace

10. Provide any other related services as required

Bids may be submitted in a sealed envelope to the following address:

The Administrative Officer
FAO

7, Mogadishu Street

P. O. Box 1867

Sana’a

The sealed envelope should be clearly marked “BID FOR CLEARING AND
FORWARDING SERVICES”.

Deadline for submission of offer: 23 October 2002, latest by 12:00 hours.

Any bid received after the above date and time will be rejected.
FAO reserves the right to decline any or all bids.
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Bazara Travel & Tourism

Tel.: 285865 - 279235 - 286364 Fax: 289568, E-mail: bazara@y.net.ye
Special Promotion for Domestic Tourism & Beach Holidays

Sana’a round trip air fair is

Destination Yemeni Foreigner Hotel No. Nights included. Prices are per per-
Mukalla YR 22.500 YR 29.000 Holiday Inn 3days/2 nights son on twin sharing based on
Mukalla YR 33.000 YR 39.500 Holiday Inn 5days/4 nights min 2 persons
Mukalla YR 44.000 YR 52.000 Holiday Inn 7days/6 nights Accommodation half board
Aden YR 23.000  YR30.500 Aden Hotel 3days/2 nights (breakfast + dinner)

Aden YR 24.800 YR 38.000  Sheraton Aden 3days/2 n?ghts Note: gonp of 4 persons
Aden YR 31.200 YR 45.000  Sheraton Aden 4days/3 n}ghts (adult) & more we offer the
Seiyun YR 15.500 YR 31.900 Samah Hotel 3days/2 nights dicconnt of YR4 000
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Learning how to manage projects

MOHAMMED AL-MASANI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

How to beter manage projects relat-
ing to health, business and develop-
ment was the theme of a 50-hour course
recently taught to 25 trainees last week.

The Project Management Course
concluded October 7 at the Yemen
Times.

“Graduating from this 50-hour
course, they will have become more
professional and skilled at project man-
agement because they have applied
what they have learned throughout the
course,” said Dr. Jameel al-Anesi,
workshop trainer.

The closing course was also attended
by the Yemen Times Editor-in-Chief
Dr. Waleed Abdulaziz al-Saqqaf, a rep-
resentative from the German institution
DED.

Among the course goals was to teach
good project management in health and
.economic development sectors, how to
provide job opportunities, and how to
support micro-finance programs at
grassroots level.

This includes supporting local initia-
tives in rural areas, in Ibb and Taiz
within the framework of involving
society in these fields, to help reduce
poverty.

Dr. Mohammed al-Anesi talked
about the main objectives of the course
and noted, “This course was designed
to equip the participants with practical

skills of project management, which
they can directly apply in their area of
work. This course is a step-by-step
process that begins with planning for
the project in specific detail and goes
through the different phases of project
management.”

Participants were divided into work
teams. Each team chose a project that
was currently being implemented in
one of the team member’s NGOs. The
trainees then reconstructed that project
starting with writing a problem state-
ment for the situation.

Then, they set the project’s overall
goal and objectives, defined the activi-
ties that should be carried out, and
learned how to use several planning
tools, such as the critical path method.
After the planning phase, the trainees
went over the phases of organization,
implementation, monitoring, and final-
ly project closing and evaluation.

Class discussions were very lively
and the sessions contained many exer-
cises including case studies and assess-
ment questionnaires. This was in addi-
tion to outdoor fieldwork in which the
trainees collected and analyzed infor-
mation necessary to complete their
work.

One of the main features of this
course is to put the trainees in a realis-
tic environment of developmental
work. Also, it provides them with the
opportunity of a closer and more criti-
cal look of what is being done, in order

to assess and refine procedures that are
already there in real life.

In addition, trainees were required to
start their own project for scratch, in
their teams and individually, to gain

October 7

Group photo of the work shop trainees on project management course,

better experience.

The German DED began its coopera-

tion with the local partners in Yemen on
the basis of the signed agreement
between Yemen and DED in 1979.

Seminar on Yemeni
Architecture
& Antiquities winds up

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

On the sidelines of the 19th book
exhibition, ministry of culture has
organized last Thursday a seminar titled
“Culture in Yemen through 40 years”.
The working papers dealt with number
of issues related to the architecture and
dangers it face and how can we confront
1t.

Dr. Abdulrakeep Shaibani, dealt in his
paper with Sana’aian architectural type
and its beauty. Dr. Abdullah Essa, dealt
with the traditional properties in the
coastal and mountainous regions and
came out with the finding that there is a
link between type of architecture and
the environment around it.

Dr. Ali Saif Saeed’s working papers
focused on the Islamic architectural type
in Taiz city in the era of bani Rassol
state (1454-1229).

The  culture minister,  Mr.
Abdulwahab Al Rawhani, presented a
paper titled “cultural development, the
base of exclusive development” in
which he confirmed the importance of
developing culture because the problem
of the country as well as most of the
3rd world countries, is a problem of cul-
ture.

The culture minister stressed on the
significance of antiquities preservation
and saving it from robbery and theft
which is not only the responsibility of
the government but the whole society.
The seminar came out with number of
recommendations which focused on the
finical support for culture, spreading
awareness of antiquities protection
through media means, and undertaken
or sponsoring contemporary intellectu-
als and educated people as well as our
cultural heritage.

VACANCY

Administrative Assistant / Executive
Secretary (IDA-Credit 3422)

The IDA-financed Basic Education Expansion Project seeks
applicants for the position of Administrative Assistant / Executive

Secretary who under the general direction of the Project Director will
have overall responsibility for providing administrative and secretarial
support to the staff of the Credit Administration Unit. The candidate
will work under a highly effective and demanding work environment.
In this respect, the candidate will, inter alia:
- Provide secretarial and operational assistance to professional
staff involved in various activities.
- Ensure quality of outgoing correspondence and other related
documents.
- Manage the filing system and record management.
- Schedule appointments.
- Arrange for translations.
- Manage the leave and attendance system.
- Handle the logistics of conferences and workshops.

Qualifications:
- A Graduate degree

- Atleast 5 years experience in office logistic management.

- Good interpersonal skills and experience in the management
of secretarial staff.

- Excellent communication skills.

- Computer knowledge and familiarity with MS-Office
applications.

- Proficiency in speaking and writing Arabic and English.

Applications along with a detailed resume and copies of supporting
documents should be submitted to Basic Education Expansion
Project/ Projects’ Sector Building 3rd floor, Zubairi-Baghdad St.,
Sana’a not later than Wednesday, October 23, 2002

Friends of Childhood
Association needs help

The Friends of Childhood
Association is a non-government
charitable association located in Ibb
governorate. And it needs you.

Operating under social affairs office
in Ibb, the association aims to rehabil-
itate and educate children in a good
environment, provide them with
essential needs and psychological care
in a special care house for juveniles.

It’s financed by NGOs and individ-
uals.

It defends children, especially those
detained or violated according to chil-
dren’s rights agreements.

Further, the association is studying
children’s issues and finding solutions

for juvenile delinquency as a social
phenomenon, fighting the exploitation
of child beggars or children in hard
labor and illegal works.

It also spreads awareness of chil-
dren rights. However, Friends of
Childhood is confronting a lot of chal-
lenges, mainly financial support and
lack of awareness of children rights in
Yemen. It’s calling all charitable peo-
ple and organizations to share in its
humanitarian activities through the
Association account at the Yemen
Bank for Construction and develop-
ment: Account No. (18043).

for more information, contact the
association at 404085

KAP holds
ceremony to
support Intifadah

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The Kanaan Association for
Palestine (KAP) kicked off last
Thursday the First Cultural Ceremony
to express support and solidarity with
Palestinian people facing the Israeli
occupation.

The ceremony came to deny the US
Congress decision which considered
al-Kuds as a capital of Israel.

In his speech, Yahia Mohammed
Abdullah Saleh, head of the KAP said
the association has conducted some
activities to help the Palestinian peo-
ple inside and outside the territories.

He pointed out that the association
has sent some clothes and medicine to
the Palestinians, and continues to sup-
port Palestinian students in Yemen.

He said the ceremony is an expres-
sion of support to Palestine and a
denial of the US congress decision.

Abdulrahman Mahyoub delivered a
speech on behalf of Yemeni political
parties in which he stressed the impor-
tance of supporting the Intifadah, to
bring freedom and restore dignity of
the Palestinians and Arabs at large.

He said Yemenis condemn the

Yahia Mohammed, Chairman of the
KAP

biased US stand towards Israel and the
interference of the US government in
the internal affairs of the Palestinian
people, trying to change their leader-
ship.

Songs, poems and speeches were
presented in the event. The partici-
pants also sent letters to the UN
Secretary General and the US
Secretary of State Department.

¥

The First Cultural Ceremony held in Sana’a in support of Palestinian

HRITC launches electoral
seminars in Zabid

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Within its program to raise aware-
ness of the significance of electoral
registration in the democratic process,
Human rights Information and
Training Center-Taiz has organized a
series of open public seminars in
cooperation with the Supreme Election
Committee.

The first symposium was held in
Zabid, Hodiedah governorate on
October 9.

Dr. Abdulhakeem Ashargabi, sociol-
ogy professor at Sana’a University,
delivered a lecture on the importance
of the registration stage in enhancing
the democratic principles.

He called on the whole society to
collaborate and benefit from their con-

dutv of the HRITC

Raising political and democratic awareness among the public is the major

stitutional rights.

The seminar was attended by the
director of the province, Abdullah Al
Medwahi, the local council secretary
general, Akram Ateeia, and political
parties representatives as well as social
figures in Zabid.

A symposium in faculty of educa-
tion

Another symposium was held in
cooperation with the UNDDP, at the fac-
ulty of education in Zabid.

The open seminar was attended by
the Dean of the faculty, Dr. Asharjabi,
Hameed Khalid, the media representa-
tive in HRITC and a large number of
students.

The working papers of the sympo-

sium have confirmed the significance
of stabilizing the democratic operation
through enhance people practicing
their rights which has been the consti-
tution starting with the registration
phase.

Symposium in Atuhita

Yemen’s democratic team has
resumed its mission and held the third
symposium in Tuhita, constituency
No. 177.

It witnessed a huge public atten-
dance and officials like province direc-
tor, Abdul Gabbar Shaif, Abdullah
Ahiaf PM, Adel Ahiaf , local council
secretary general and political parties
representatives in the province, dr.
Asharjabi, Khalid Hameed and Assem
Al Garebi.’

These symposiums come as due to
the number of letters and contacts the
HRITC has received from different

social and political figures in
Hodiedah, Taiz, Aden on the impor-
tance of the enhancing people to regis-
ter their selves.

Mr. Ezdeen Al Asbahi,, Chairman
of the Hritc said that this program is
the an endurance of the importance of
the civil organizations role in support-
ing the democratic process. He added
that these symposiums are a good step
and public response was positive.

There are many activities in Bait Al
Fageeh, Marawa’ah in Hodiedah gov-
ernorate and in Shara’an, Messrakh, in
Taiz to be conducted by the Hritc with-
in the coming days.
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Palestinian suicide
bomber foiled in Tel Aviv

TEL AVIV, Oct 12 (Reuters) - |
Israeli security men guarding the U.S. |
embassy in Tel Aviv captured a
Palestinian suicide bomber who bolt-
ed from the entrance of a nearby cafe
after his explosive belt set off a metal
detector alarm, police said. ~No one
was injured in the incident on Tel
Aviv’s busy beachfront esplanade on
Friday night, apparently the latest
attempt by Palestinian militant
groups to avenge recent Israeli army
raids in the Gaza Strip which caused
Palestinian civilian casualties. ~ On
Saturday morning, a Palestinian
farmer was shot dead by Israeli
troops as he was working in a field in
Gaza near the border with Israel,
Palestinian witnesses and hospital
officials said. The army said it was
checking the report.

The foiled bombing in Tel Aviv
marked the second time in two days
Palestinian suicide attackers failed to
hit their intended targets in what
appeared to be a fresh wave of bomb-
ing attempts.

“Palestinian terrorists are having
trouble resisting any opportunity to
strike at Israeli civilians in the hearts
of our cities,” said David Baker, an
official in Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon’s office.

Briefing reporters at the scene,

police officers said the bomber, who .

they identified as a Palestinian, tried
to enter the crowded seafront Tayelet
Cafe.

“I checked him with a metal detec-
tor and it began to beep,” the cafe’s |
security guard, Michael Sarkisov,
told Israel Radio. |

“I asked him, ‘“What’s this?, and he
answered, ‘It’s mine’...His hand was
in his pocket and I saw wires in it. I
realised he was a terrorist.

“I grabbed his hand...but he began
to flee. I called out to the embassy
guards and said ‘I need help, there’s a

LT}

terrorist’.

SECURITY GUARD “REAL
HERO”

The security men, stationed at the
embassy about 20 metres (yards) away,
grabbed the bomber and pinned him to
the ground until police arrived to neu-
tralise the device and arrest him.

“The real hero was the cafe security
guard who prevented a heavy tragedy,”
Tel Aviv police chief Yossi Sedbon told

October, 11, 2002.

reporters. “The place was packed.”

The Tel Aviv esplanade was the
scene of a suicide bombing in June
2001 that killed 22 young people wait-
ing to enter a nightclub in one of the
deadliest Palestinian attacks in their
two-year-old uprising against Israeli
occupation. Israeli places of entertain-
ment now station security guards at
their entrances.

In the Gaza Strip, thousands of gun-
men from Yasser Arafat’s Fatah faction
marched on Friday in a show of
strength against the militant Islamic

A Palestinian suicide bomber is led into custody (C) outside an Israeli police station
after failing in-an-attempt to-attack a crowded cafe on Tel Aviv’s busy beachfront on

said in clear reference to Hamas.

Abu Lehiya, chief of riot police in
Gaza, was abducted and killed on
Sunday by a gunman in an incident
that triggered fighting between police
and militants in which six people,
including two who died in hospital on
Friday, were killed.

Hamas leaders, while acknowledg-
ing the gunman belonged to the
group, said it was not involved in the

| killing.

Imad Akel said he killed the police
chief to avenge the death of his
brother by riot police during protests
a year ago in support of Osama bin
Laden, blamed by Washington for the
September 11 attacks on U.S. cities.

SECOND BOMBING ATTEMPT

The Tel Aviv incident occurred a
day after a Palestinian suicide
bomber failed in an attempt to blow
up a commuter bus on a main road
near Tel Aviv.

After slipping off the steps of the
bus, he was briefly held down by its
driver and a passenger but they let go,
fearing the bomb could detonate. He
then ran towards bystanders and blew
up, killing an elderly woman.

Hamas, whose members have
killed scores of Israelis in suicide
bombings since the start of the upris-
ing in September 2000, claimed
responsibility for the attack.

It said it was avenging an Israeli

| raid on militants in the Gaza Strip on
| Monday that killed 17 Palestinians
§ and wounded at least 80. Civilians

were among the casualties and Israel
drew international condemnation.

At least 1,607 Palestinians and 604
Israelis have been Kkilled since the
uprising erupted after peace talks
froze.

REUTERS

group Hamas over the killing of a
Palestinian police chief by a Hamas
member.

It was the largest turnout of armed
Palestinians for a street demonstration
in Gaza City since the start of the
uprising and highlighted mounting ten-
sions between supporters of Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat and Hamas.

“We call on the parties that claim to
have no connection to the assassination
of Colonel Rajeh Abu Lehiya to end
their policy of chaos and anarchy,” a
Fatah statement distributed at the rally

Turk PM urges U.S. not
to back Kurd state in Iraq

ANKARA, Oct 12 (Reuters) -
Turkish Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit
has warned the United States not to
encourage Iraqi Kurds to found their
own state as that could force Turkey
to intervene to protect its interests.

Turkey and the Iraqi Kurds would
both be key allies in any U.S. action
to topple Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein and both are expected to
drive a hard bargain for their support.

NATO-member Turkey fears tur-
moil on its borders in the event of a
U.S.-led war could spread unrest
among its own Kurdish population if
the Iraqi Kurds take advantage of the
chaos to push for an independent
Kurdish state in northern Iraq.

“On the Iraq issue, things have got
out of hand,” Ecevit told reporters on
Saturday during a party meeting as
part of the election campaign for
November 3 polls.

Late on Friday Ecevit had warned
the United States to be careful in its
dealings with the Iraqi Kurds.

“Is the point for Turkey to inter-
vene the point when a state is
declared and recognised by European
states?” Ecevit said in an interview
with Star TV, quoted by Anatolian
news agency.

“It seems like that point is coming.

to warn the U.S. administration about
that. I hope the U.S. will be more
careful about the issue,” he said.

Turkey already allows U.S. and
British warplanes to use an airbase in
the south to patrol a no-fly zone over
northern Iraq set up after the 1991
Gulf War and Washington is expected
to seek more support from Turkey if it
goes to war in Iraq.

Washington would also be looking
for the Iraqi Kurds, who have ruled
northern Iraq outside Baghdad’s con-
trol since the Gulf War, to help in any
campaign against Iraq.

TENSE RELATIONSHIP

Relations are tense between the
two potential allies, Turkey and the
Iraqi Kurds. Ankara is deeply suspi-
cious of recent moves to improve
relations between the two main Iraqi
Kurd factions which led to the first
meeting of a regional parliament
since 1996 earlier this month.

The two Kurdish parties have
agreed on a draft constitution for a
federal Iraq including references to a
flag, a presidency and the oil-rich city
of Kirkuk as regional capital.

“It really is a worrying situation
and one that we can not accept,”
Ecevit said.

ing an independent state.

Turkey has fought its own Kurdish
separatist movement since 1984 at the
cost of 30,000 lives, though the fight-
ing has died down since the capture
of rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan in
1999.

Ecevit has repeatedly urged the
United States to avoid war, which
Turkey fears would also damage its
already fragile economy by scaring
away tourists and foreign investors.

“We have very good relations and a
strong dialogue with United States. If
a military operation is realised, we
will be involved in it whether or not
we want to be. This will bring many
problems to Turkey,” Ecevit was
quoted as saying on Friday.

“We want peace in our region and
our borders. And we don’t want our
soldiers to be harmed unless there is a
need,” he said on Saturday.

U.S. President George Bush won
full congressional support this week
for a military strike against Iraq if
necessary. Washington is now trying
to persuade the United Nations
Security Council to adopt a tough
new resolution on weapons inspec-
tions.

Policy on Iraq is expected to
remain unchanged whatever the result

Iraq’s Muslim
clerics urge jihad
if U.S. attacks

BAGHDAD, Oct 12 (Reuters) -
Some 500 Iraqi Muslim clerics and
scholars issued a religious edict on
Saturday calling on Muslims to launch
a holy war to “burn the earth under the
feet” of the United States if it attacked
Iraq.

“If, God forbid, the aggression takes
place, declaring Jihad against the evil
American administration is the duty of
every able Muslim,” said the fatwa, or
edict, approved by the clerics and
scholars at a meeting in Baghdad.

The fatwa said the holy war should
include enlisting to fight alongside
Iraq, striking U.S. interests and launch-
ing economic boycott of the United
States and its allies.

President George W. Bush is consid-

ering a U.S. military invasion of Iraq to
topple President Saddam Hussein, who
Washington accuses of developing
weapons of mass destruction.

Baghdad denies having nuclear,
chemical or biological weapons. It has
vowed to defeat any attack.

“If they try to attack, they will find in
every iota of sand, every mountain,
plain and valley a fire that will burn the
earth under their feet,” the edict said.

The clerics said attacking Iraq was
part of what they called the U.S. war on
Islam in Afghanistan and against the
Palestinians.

“Muslims: Your religion and your
Islam calls on you to join the Jihad
alongside Iraq, the Iraq of the faith-
ful...,” the fatwa said.

Malta arrests
al Qaeda suspect

VALLETTA, October 11 (Reuters) -
Maltese police said late on Friday they
had arrested a Tunisian national sus-
pected of having links to the al Qaeda
network.

The arrest of Hamadi Bouyahia, 36,
was made on Thursday night in an
apartment in Paceville, Malta’s
nightlife district four miles (6 km)
north of Valletta.

The arrest was made following a
request by Italian authorities as part of
an operation in which four other
Tunisians were arrested in Milan and
Naples.

Bquyahia arrived in Malta a month
ago and is suspected of involvement in
forging documents, Maltese officials

said. The Italian police have requested
his extradition.

Maltese police said they were ques-
tioning 10 other Tunisians, seven men
and three woman, found with the sus-
pect.

The Mediterranean island had
promised in the wake of the September
11 attacks last year that it would coop-
erate fully in the fight against terror-
ism.

Malta also cooperated with US
investigators when it was alleged that a
suitcase bomb which downed a Pan
Am Boeing 747 jet over Lockerbie,
Scotland, in 1988 had started its jour-
ney from Malta. '
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Kuwait arrests 26
in ‘“terrorist’ plot

KUWAIT, Oct 12 (Reuters) -
Kuwait has arrested 26 suspects who
formed a local al Qaeda-style “cell”
for allegedly plotting to attack vital
Kuwait and American targets in the
oil-rich state, security sources said on
Saturday.

Two key members of the cell, who
had trained in al Qaeda camps in
Afghanistan, were killed on Tuesday
during an attack on U.S. Marines
training on a Kuwaiti island.

One Marine was killed and another
was wounded in what Kuwait called a
“terrorist act”.

“They are 26 suspects now, all of
them are youths. The youngest is 18,”
a security source told Reuters of the
investigation  which  followed
Tuesday’s attack.

Scores of people, mainly known
Islamists with links to the attackers

and Afghanistan, were rounded up
and questioned.

Security sources said the plot
included plans to attack an oil tanker
in the OPEC member state, an enter-
tainment park close to U.S. military
base Camp Doha, a school where
some Americans work mainly with
Kuwaiti children and other targets.

Official charges and details of the
arrested cell are due to be made pub-
lic later on Saturday by Kuwait’s
Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad
Khaled al-Sabah, who is also expect-
ed to show confession tapes by some
of the suspects, sources said.

Some of the suspects had been
arrested in the past by Kuwaiti author-
ities for questioning when returning
from Afghanistan and on other
charges, the sources said.

No sign of panick
A major American school, where
some of the U.S. embassy staff send

their children, has stepped up already
tight security. But sources said it was
not on the list of targets.

Kuwait officials talk to press about the 26 arrested in what is being

called a terrorist plot.

REUTERS

On Saturday, the start of the week
in the Muslim world, security precau-
tions around some foreign schools in
Kuwait appeared to be unchanged
with no signs of panic, despite a glob-
al warning by the U.S. State
Department on “credible indication”
of plots against U.S. civilians.

Kuwait is home to some 8,000 U.S.
civilians while 10,000 troops are cur-
rently in the small country as part of
intensified training and an operation,
with British warplanes, to enforce a
no-fly zone over southern Iraq.

The well-protected and almost
sealed Camp Doha on the outskirts of
the capital Kuwait City is a trans-
formed warehousing complex which
the United States has been using for
some of its troops and stored military
hardware since leading the 1991 Gulf
War.

West Africans in new bid for Ivory Coast truce

BOUAKE, Ivory Coast, Oct 12
(Reuters) - West African peacemakers
began to crank up efforts again on
Saturday to halt a three-week-old
rebellion in Ivory Coast that threatens
to spread turmoil through the region.

Hundreds have died in fighting since
a failed coup on September 19 and the
fear of more bloodshed has forced tens
of thousands from their homes in an
impoverished corner of the world little
prepared for a new refugee crisis.
Senegal’s Foreign Minister Cheikh

Tidiane Gadio was due to travel on
Saturday to the rebel stronghold of
Bouake to talk to fighters of the
Patriotic Movement of Ivory Coast. He
called off a visit on Friday because it
could not be organised in time.

Rebel commander Tuo Fozie told
reporters Gadio was likely to arrive by
French military helicopter during the
morning and he had agreed to speak to
him “out of politeness”.

Other mediators were expected to
arrive on Saturday in the main city of

Abidjan.

The fighting has split the country
between the rebel-held north, largely
Muslim and which has long felt
excluded from power, and the mostly
Christian south, which is much more
supportive of the government.

West African mediators got the
rebels to agree to a ceasefire last week-
end, but their efforts to get a truce
signed fell apart when President
Laurent Gbagbo refused and the army
went on the offensive.

The main sticking point remains
whether the rebels must disarm before
talks. Gbagbo says they must, but the
rebels say they do not trust him and
will not put down their guns first.

The government’s position has
weakened since the failure of its
offensive to take Bouake earlier this
week. Many of the rebels now say
they see no need for a ceasefire and
want to march on Abidjan, 360 km
(225 miles) south of the city.

A criticaly ill woman lies in the court-
yard of the centre for mentaly ill people
at Bouake hospital on October 12,

2002. REUTERS

WASHINGTON, Oct 11 (Reuters)
Congress has passed a bill 1mposmg
sanctions on Sudan if the Bush admin-
istration finds it is not negotiating in:
good faith with southern rebels or is
hindering humanitarian work in the
south, a U.S. State Department ofﬁcial
said on Friday. :

President George ‘W. Bushis expect'
ed to sign the bill, known as the Sudan
Peace Act, into law but no date for 'that "
has been set, the official added.

The bill passed the House of
Representatives on Monday and the
U.S. Senate on Wednesday mght, he
added.

Under the act, the admlmstratmn
must decide every six months whether
the government and the rebel Sudan
People’s Liberation Movement, \d
SPLM, are negotiating in good faith.

If the administration faults the gov-
ernment but not the SPLM,, then the
United States would vote agamst ul-‘
tilateral. loans to Sudan, (;onstder
downgrading dlplomauc relations with
the vast African country, try to prevent.
the. government from using -oil rev-
enues to buy weapons and seek a U.N..
Sccunty Council resolution imposing
an arms embargo on Khartoum. =

The bill also authorizes the adminis-
tration to spend $100 million a year for
the next three years on humanitarian:
aid to parts of Sudan outside govem—
ment control. '

It requires the Secretary of State to
collect information about possible war
crimes, genocide and crimes against
humanity committed by all parties in
the Sudanese conflict. »
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Religious parties carry

more welght than ever

ISLAMABAD, Oct 12 (Reuters) -
A party loyal to Pakistan’s President
Pervez Musharraf emerged on top on |
Saturday in elections which saw
shock gains for hardline Islamists but
were dismissed as flawed by
European Union observers. The
unprecedented showing by religious
parties left them as major players in
Pakistan’s political power game and
could undermine Islamabad’s support
for the U.S.-led war on terror.

But observers from the EU issued a
damning report on the poll on
Saturday, slamming the authorities for
using state resources to back particu-
lar parties and changing the constitu-
tion so the military retained ultimate
power in Pakistan.

“The holding of a general election
does not in itself guarantee the estab-
lishment of a democracy,” the EU’s
chief election observer John
Cushnahan told a news conference.

“Regrettably... the Pakistan author-

"ities engaged in a course of action
which resulted in serious flaws in the
electoral process.”

With just four of 272 constituency
seats still to be confirmed, the
Pakistan Muslim League Quaid-a-
Azam — dubbed the “king’s party”
for its backing of Musharraf — had
won 77 seats. The EU said PML(QA)
had been the main beneficiary of offi-
cial attempts to interfere in the elec-
tion,

But with no single party gaining a
majority, newspapers predicted an
intense period of political jockeying,
and commentators and diplomats said
it was hard to imagine a stable coali-
tion government emerging in
Pakistan.

“The rocky road ahead,” was how
one newspaper put in in an editorial on
Saturday.

The emergence of the religious right
as the dominant force in the two
provinces bordering Afghanistan could
also complicate U.S. efforts to track
down al Qaeda and Taliban militants
thought to be sheltering there, diplo-
mats said.

“Ever since the war on terror began
we had a perfect interlocutor in
Musharraf, because as president he was
pretty much in control of everything,”
said one Western diplomat.

“We always knew that after the elec-
tions everything would become much
more complicated anyway because
there are so many more players to deal

with,” he said. “All this does is compli-
cate things even more.”

Even with the support of many inde-
pendent candidates, it was likely
PML(QA) would be forced to enter an
uneasy coalition either with one of
Musharraf’s fiercest critics or with the
hardline Islamic parties.

With  divisions even  within
PML(QA), “it is quite an unstable situ-
ation,” said retired general Talat
Masood.

In one corner lies the Pakistan
Peoples Party of exiled former Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto, with 62 seats,
which has already dismissed the elec-
tion as rigged.

In another lies the Mutahidda Majlis-
e-Amal (MMA), a disparate grouping

Supporters of Muthedda Majlis-e-Amal, an alliance of six hardline Islamic religious
parties, chant slogans against alleged rigging in vote counting during a demon-
stration in Karachi on October.

REUTERS

of six religious parties which exploited
anger at Pakistan’s cooperation with
Washington in the war on terror to win
50 seats, up from just two in 1997.

Both parties are likely to play hard
ball, with the PPP said in one newspa-
per to be demanding the prime minis-
ter’s job and MMA leaders saying they
would only form a government which
supported “Islamic objectives”.

HUNT FOR AL QAEDA AND TAL-
IBAN

One of those objectives during the
MMA’s election campaign was the
removal of U.S. bases in Pakistan and
an end to the hunt for Taliban and al
Qaeda militants who have fled to the
country from Afghanistan.

But MMA vice-president Qazi

Hussein Ahmed gave an early indica-
tion on Friday his members might
soften their stance if they actually
made it into government.

“We will adopt a prudent policy.
We will work in consultation with all
internal forces,” he told Reuters. “No
one is a fool to put himself or his
nation into trouble.”

Others also looked forward to a
more pragmatic approach.

“When they are in parliament, if
they form part of government, they
will become more responsible,” said
Rahimullah Yusuzai, a newspaper edi-
tor and expert on Pakistan’s rugged
border lands Afghanistan.

“But the way Pakistan has been
arresting any suspect of al Qaeda and
handing them over to the U.S., that is
very unpopular here,” he added.
“Until now Musharraf has been doing
this on is own, but now he is going to
have to be very careful.”

Pakistan’s junior foreign minister
Inam-ul-Haq told Reuters at an sum-
mit in Ankara that he saw no change
in foreign policy after the election,
adding it would be up to the religious
parties whether to join government or
go into opposition. But one retired
Pakistani general said the scenario
could become much more dangerous
if the religious parties formed provin-
cial governments in the regions bor-
dering Afghanistan but were excluded
from government in the centre.

“Knowing the American mind, they
have never allowed fundamentalists

to come to power,” said Aslam Beg.
“But instead of sidelining them, if you
bring them in here (Islamabad) there
are strong forces who can restrain
them.”

If they are excluded “that will be the
beginning of a very unstable situation,”
he said. “Today the whole frontier
regions are very volatile... I shudder to
think.”

General Musharraf took power in a
coup three years ago and has since
become a key Western ally in the war
on terrorism.

But despite promising to hand over
executive powers to the prime minister
after this election, he retains consider-
able authority as president, after chang-
ing the constitution to give himself the
right to dismiss parliament.

He institutionalised the role of the
military in running the country through
the establishment of a National
Security Council.

Bomb Kills one
in Nepal’s capital

KATHMANDU, Oct 12 (Reuters) -
Suspected Maoist rebels detonated a
bomb in Nepal’s capital of
Kathmandu, killing one person and
injuring eight, a day after King
Gyanendra appointed a new prime
minister and handed power to an inter-
im government, witnesses said.

The bomb exploded in the early
morming in a street lined with shops
near a traffic island where a bust of
King Mahendra, Gyanendra’s father,
stands on a marble pedestal.

The structure was covered with red
cloth and blood stained the road in the
Kalimati district hours after the bomb
exploded.

A witness said he saw two people
lying on the street.

“There was blood on the street and
two people had fallen down. One of
them looked dead,” he said.

Officials said the bomb, which
exploded at about 5 a.m. (2315 GMT),
was probably detonated by rebels.

“We suspect Maoist rebels are
behind this attack,” an interior min-
istry official, who did not want to be
identified, told Reuters.

The injured were being treated at a
government hospital.

“Eight people have been brought
from the blast. Six mere discharged

bomb blast victim

Nepalese
Chandra Bahadyr Maharjan and his
wife Ram Kumari look at his bleed-
ing leg at a hospital in Kathmandu

October. REUTERS

ment,” a doctor at the Bir Hospital told
Reuters.

Kathmandu has been hit by a series
of blasts in recent weeks but there
have been no casualties reported until
Saturday’s explosion.

Maoist rebels are fighting for com-
munist rule in the world’s only Hindu
kingdom. More than 5,000 people,
most of them guerrillas, have been
killed in the six-year revolt — more
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KABUL, Oct 12 (Reuters) -
United Nations warned international
donors on Saturday that current aid
levels were not sufficient to restore
peace and stability in Afghanistan.
Speaking at the start of a meeting
between donor countries and institu-
tions and the Afghan government, the
U.N. special representative for
Afghanistan said the country needed
massive investment to help peace take
hold.

“There has been significant interna-
tional support; however it is not quite
sufficient to bring back peace and sta-
bility to the country,” Lakhdar
Brahimi said.
~ “Micro-level programmes are well
on the way, but without massive
nationwide large-scale investment, the
country cannot handle some of the
most immediate peace-building
tasks.”

Donors pledged $4.5 billion to war-
shattered Afghanistan over five years
in January, but this has been slow in
arriving and the government com-
plains it is much less than was offered
to countries like Bosnia and East
Timor.

Brahimi said hundreds of thousands
of jobs needed to be created and mass-
es of refugees reintegrated. He said
factional fighters and farmers growing
opium needed help to find alternative

\Warning to donors .
Aid to Afgha
not enough
says U.

livelihoods.
He said much would also depend
what steps were taken to improy
security, while the attempted assass
nation of President Hamid Karzai last
month showed how difficult this task
s, :
Brahimi said government st
towards the creation of a nation
army also needed to be implemented
fast and generously supported
donors. But the U.N. envoy also h
some words of encouragement.
He applauded the interim govern.
ment for making “great strides”
its formation under the Bonn agree-
ment 10 months ago to replace the
Taliban, and said the goals set out
Karzai at the January donors meeting
in Tokyo had mostly been met.

HOPE FOR FORCEFUL ACTION

“A few weeks before the anni
sary of the Bonn Agreement, I
the international community will turn
its undoubted commitment
Afghanistan into more fo efnl
action,” he said. .

In his speech to the meetmg, Larz
said the government would like to
a gradual shift in focus from human
tarian assistance to the reconstruction
of basic infrastructure to e
Afghanistan to become self sufficxent '-
again.

Afghan girls carry bread for sale in Kabul October. Many Afghan

_ dren work at an early age to support their families. After more tha
years of occupation and civil war, Afghans face severe pove
poor health due to malnutrition and diseases.




f 10 14 October, 2002

Europe/Americas

Another shooting similar
to Beltway sniper attacks

WASHINGTON, Oct 12 (Reuters) -
Ballistics experts were analyzing evi-
dence from a fatal shooting in Virginia
that was eerily similar to nine sniper
attacks around Washington’s Beltway,
and results could be released on
Saturday.

There was no official confirmation in
the early hours of Saturday that the
killing of a man at a gasoline station near
a busy interstate highway south of
Washington on Friday was related to
other area attacks that have killed seven
people and injured two in the last 10
days.

However, the Washington Post said on
its Web site late Friday that ballistics evi-
dence showed conclusively that Friday’s
shooting of Kenneth Bridges, 53, of
Philadelphia, was linked to the others
that have shaken the U.S. capital region.
The Post cited law enforcement sources.

There was no comment available early
Saturday in calls to police in suburban
Montgomery County, Maryland, where
the first five sniper shootings occurred in
a bloody 15-hour spree that began Oct.
2. Experts at the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms laboratory in
Montgomery County were analyzing the
ballistics evidence from the latest shoot-
ing, but there was no comment from the
agency early Saturday.

In addition to the Montgomery
County shootings, sniper attacks also
killed one man in Washington D.C. and
another in Virginia, and wounded a
woman in Virginia and a 13-year-old boy
as he stood outside his school in Prince
George’s County in Maryland.

STATE TROOPER NEARBY

Friday’s killing occurred at 9:30 a.m.
(1330 GMT) at an Exxon station off the
busy I-95 highway south of Washington.
Bridges fell even as a Virginia state

where a man was gunned down, the latest in a spree of random shootings on October 11, 2002.

trooper was dealing with a traffic acci-
dent across the street.

The trooper rushed to help the victim,
who was later confirmed dead at an area
hospital.

“With a uniformed officer across the
street, we are obviously dealing with
someone who is very violent, and does-
n’t care,” Howard Smith, of the
Spotsylvania County police, told
reporters at the scene.

Montgomery County Police Chief
Charles Moose, who has been at the

forefront of the sniper investigation,
noted the similarity between the latest
shooting and the others.

“The shooting certainly looks similar,
but there’s also a lot of interest in terms
of ballistics evidence,” Moose said at a
briefing.

The sniper’s first fatal shooting also
occurred very close to a police officer.
Three of the sniper attacks took place at
gasoline stations, and if Friday’s killing
is confirmed to be by the sniper, it would
be the fourth by a station.

Law enforcement investigators, using metal detectors, search for evidence near a Massaponax, Virginia gas station,

REUTERS

In each of the officially linked cases,
police have said the sniper fired a single
shot from high-velocity rifle from long
range and chose his victims at random.

No witnesses have reported seeing a
gunman, although all the attacks
occurred in public places and, and all but
two in broad daylight.

The killings have unnerved residents
in the capital and its usually tranquil sub-
urbs, who are still reeling from the Sept.
11, 2001, attacks on the Pentagon and
the anthrax letters sent soon afterward.

U.N. Council to hold
open meeting on Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 11 (Reuters) -
The U.N. Security Council decided to hold
an open debate on Iraqg on Wednesday,
although a resolution on possible military
action will probably not be introduced by
then.

Cameroon’s U.N. ambassador, Martin
Belinga-Eboutou, this month’s Security
Council president, said late on Friday the
decision was unanimous among the 15-
member body.

Diplomats said the United States wanted
the meeting later in the week but compro-
mised with the majority during Friday’s
closed council session.

France, which is leading criticism of a
U.S.-drafted resolution, stands to benefit
from a public meeting, as dozens of ambas-
sadors are expected to the tell the council
what they think of the U.S. proposals, still
being debated among key council mem-
bers.

But the meeting is bound to draw criti-

cism from hardliners in Washington, who
objected to the Bush administration’s deci-
sion to go to the United Nations in the first
place.

The U.S. draft would rewrite the ground
rules for inspections and allow any U.N.
member to decide, without further council
consultation, when Iraq has violated any
terms of the new resolution and then launch
a military strike.

France opposes this and wants to give
U.N. arms inspectors a chance to do their
work and then have the council authorize
force if Iraq balks.

The meeting was requested by South
Africa on behalf of the 130-member Non-
Aligned Movement of developing nations.

“We believe that the proposed elements
of such a resolution include issues that are
of importance to the entire membership of
the United Nations,” Dumisani Kumalo,
South Africa’s U.N. ambassador, wrote to
the Security Council this week.

Belgium arrests man said
linked to al Qaeda-report

BRUSSELS, Oct 12 (Reuters) -
Belgian police have arrested a suspected
member of an Islamic militant network
linked to al Qaeda and to the murder of
Afghan opposition leader Ahmad Shah
Masood, the national newspaper De
Standaard said on Saturday.

The Belgian public prosecutor declined
comment on the report and police in
Antwerp, where the man was detained,
referred inquiries to the prosecutor’s
office without comment.

De Standaard said the 35-year-old sus-
pect, a Belgian of Moroccan descent, was
arrested on Thursday and charged with
forming a criminal association. The paper
did not name him.

The man was suspected of belonging to
anetwork led by Tarek Maaroufi, arrested

in Belgium last year on charges of recruit-
ing Muslims to Osama bin Laden’s al
Qaeda training camps in Afghanistan, De
Standaard said. Maaroufi is being held in
a probe into the theft of Belgian passports
in 1999 from the consulate in Strasbourg,
France, and the embassy in the
Netherlands. Masood’s killers, who posed
as journalists and blew themselves up
while conducting a mock interview with
the guerrilla leaders two days before the
September 11 attacks on the United States,
were carrying two of the stolen passports.

De Standaard quoted a spokeswoman
of the public prosecutor as saying the
charges against the latest suspect could be
expanded once more information was
gained on his role within the Maaroufi
network.

HELSINKI, Oct 12 (Reuters) A
powerful blast that rocked a packed
shopping centre in a Helsinki suburb,
killing seven and injuring dozens, was
caused by a bomb, mesh authorities
said on Saturday

“A bomb exploded,” said Seppo
Kujala, Police Chief of Vantaa where

in the country and packed with some
l2 000 Friday evening shoppers at the
time of blast, is located.

“The issue is not of an accident, the
issue is of a criminal act. Only the
number of victims shows what a
shocking, ruthless and despicable
thing this is,” a sombre Interior
Minister Ville Itala told a news confer-

the shopping mall, the second largest &

An injured child on a stretcher is carried
into an ambulance near the mall Myyrmanni
REUTERS

in Vantaa on October.

The blast, Finland’s deadliest

for decades, ripped through the
first floor of the crowded mall
at about 7:30 p.m. (1630
GMT), killing seven people and
| injuring more than 80 and send-
ing screaming shoppers fleeing
in fear amid flying debris.
‘ Hospitals said several of the
| | injured were in critical condi-
tion and the death toll could
rise.

Prime  Minister Paavo
Lipponen, who held a crisis
meeting with his cabinet, said a
terrorist attack was one possi-
bility being considered.

“But I hope it is not such a
crime,” he told Finnish radio.

Deadly Finnish shoppmg mall blast caused by bomb

Police said they had no idea who
planted the bomb in a populated area
but appealed to the public for informa-
tion about one of the victims, a
unidentified man.

National Bureau of Investigation
Deputy Chief Jari Liukku said the
agency, which has taken over the
investigation, was considering all pos-
sible motives for the bombing, includ-
ing the possibility of a terror attack.

“We are keeping all the lines open at
the moment,” Liukku told Reuters.
“We are cooperating with national and
international authorities.”

The explosion badly damaged an
area of some 300 square metres (3,200
sq ft) and sent metal debris and glass
flying across the three-storey building.
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Vacancy

a highly qualified
Laboratory Engineer with a previous
experience of not less then five years
the field of READY MIX
CONCRETE Testing and Designing.

Please contact one of the following telephones:

205354 - 204090 and 7960317, Fax: 204091,
General Manager
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Desired Qualifications

are required.

USD5,252.

October 21, 2002:

American Embassy

Dhahr Himyar Street,

The Embassy of The United States of America
announces for an immediate job opening
within its organization.

“Computer Lab Clerk”

The position is located in the Yemen America Language Institute
YALI, American Embassy, under the general supervision of the
Director of Courses. Employee will maintain the YALI Computer Lab
for students at the Yemen-America Language Institute (YALI) by
setting up appropriate software, monitor students computer use, and
perform routine cleaning and maintenance of equipment. And perform
other duties as assigned by supervisor.

Education: Secondary school is required.

Prior work experience: Minimum of one year of prior work
experience; basic knowledge of computer operation is
desirable, but may be learned on the job.

Language abilities: Level | basic English oral communication skills

Skills and abilities: Ability to work well with others, to be flexible in
dealing with students and to follow up in a timely way on
assigned tasks is required.

Salary: The minimum starting annual gross salary for this position is

How to apply: All qualified Yemeni Nationals should complete OF-
612 (Application form for Employing Foreign Nationals) OR submit a
current C.V. with certificates and recommendation letters attached.
Applicants could submit the application or C.V. in person to the
Embassy’s gate or send it to the following address no later than

Embassy Human Resources Office,
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es expected

from burned Limburg

he livelihood of thousands
of fishermen is being
threatened by the leak of
crude oil caused by fire on

; the French oil tanker
Limbufg which blew up off the coast of
Yemen last week.

The oil slick is having serious impact
on fish and other marine life in the area,
in addition to the nearby fishing industry.
Preliminary information available at al-
Shahar area confirms fish in the area
have died in the oil-slicks.

More than 250 fishermen from Shahar
area have also stopped fishing there.

The area is renowned for having large
quantities of the highest quality kinds of
fish in the world. Area fishing provides a
living for more than 2,000 people. Their
livelihoods are threatened by the oil
slicks.

The environmental hazard is threaten-
ing the coast of Mukalla port, and the
coast of Hadramaut. Such a threat
would, however, threaten livelihoods of
as many as 7,200 fishermen who fish in
the broader area.

French oil tanker limburg

Yemen’s Minister of Tourism and
Environment Abdulmalik al-Eryani has

said the environmental impact of this
incident is expected to be grave, both

economically and socially.
Ecological consequences are expected

to last for a long time of poor equipment
used for probing the water damage and
in cleaning it up, and wind movement
which is causing the slick to spread.

Experts believe that the burning of the
tanker off the Mukalla port threatens not
only all marine life, but also birds.
Vapors rising from the oil may be carried
across the larger coastal area.

Experts warn that oil contains many
poisons that may also cause cancers.

To avoid further disaster, crews are
attempting to clean the shores by moving
large quantities of sand, and dumping it
far from shore.

Other water pollution can be confined
with special equipment, shovels and
sweepers. This equipment is not avail-
able in Yemen, so the country needs to
get it quickly before it can do the clean-
up.

The oil tanker incident has added an
unexpected burden on the Yemeni state
budget and the government’s develop-
ment efforts. This is also putting pres-
sure on to speedily deal with clean-up
costs.

Agriculture and industry
needs more R&D

MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

eveloping Yemen’s pro-
gram  for  scientific
" research and develop-
ment is an important way
Meese®’ (0 increase agricultural
and industrial production, says an expert
in the field.

But such research and development
(R&D) needs more attention and fund-
ing, notes Dr. Mustafa Bahran, chairman
of the SNCNE, the science and technolo-
gy advisor to the president.

Some economic studies report that cre-
ating scientific research institutions
would help increase the volume of agri-
cultural and industrial production by up
to 50 per cent, and consequently increase
exports by up to 30 per cent annually.

Both agricultural and industrial pro-
duction processes need to give some of
their resources for the development of
R&D.

This effort includes defining produc-
tion rates commensurate to the rate of
domestic consumption, and measuring
surplus volumes by using well-studied
marketing methods and getting proceeds
in hard currency.

Agricultural production in Yemen is
still dependent on rainfall seasons, and
industry in accordance to the short-term
plans of national industries.

Banks financial resources in Yemen
come from deposits rather than from
investments in scientific research. This is
confirmed by the weakness of locally-
produced goods in competition with
imported commodities.

Also, Yemeni banks do not develop
their work though personal loans to

enable producers and consumers to han-
dle modern production equipment, and
establishing the knowledge-based econo-
my. The only organization in Yemen that
works in scientific research is the State
National Commission for Nuclear
Energy (SNCNE). This commission is
active in many areas, the most important
is linking the use of nuclear energy to
boost agricultural and industrial produc-
tion.

Established in 1996 to conduct R&D,
the organization and its work has kicked
into high gear in the last 18 months, said
Bahran.

The organization has a long way to go
to achieve its goals, especially the goal of
increasing national production and
research. For this reason the private sec-
tor should help in R&D of new products
and improve the quality of existing
goods.

The state’s efforts seem to be able to
solve problems of the private sector
under the policy of the free market, he
said.

Dr Bahran said Yemen has the knowl-
edge potential. and money, but it’s not
being put to R&D.

Banks should support new companies
specializing in communications and
internet, and encourage these companies
to invest in the R&D needed by industri-
al and agricultural groups.

With the government’s moves to priva-
tization of public sector institutions, it
will be more important to encouraging
scientific research.

Giving more money to R&D will raise
the level of agricultural and industrial
production, help prepare feasibility stud-
ies for investment projects, increase
investment activities, and link the
Yemeni market to foreign markets.

Jakarta 08 Days/07Nights

15 Days/14Nights

Kuala Lumpur 08 Days/07Nights
15 Days/14Nights
08 Days/07Nights
15 Days/14Nights

. $.1045 for 15 day

Jakarta & Kuala Lumpur (
Jakarta & Kuala

Experience the quality and luxury Holidays in the Far East

Jakarta & Kuala Lumpur at the affordable package!

_iﬁ\pur with stop over'in Dubai 4days

Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta or Bangkok. Price per person on twin Sharing accommodation On bed &
breakfast in Jakarta & Kuala Lumpur. Offer Based on min group of two person.

Contact: Bazara Travel & Tourism

$ 795 Hotel Marriott 5star
$ 995 Hotel Marriott Sstar

S 575 Hotel 3star bed only
$ 695 Hotel 3star bed only

$ 695 Hotel Isanta Sstar
$ 925 Hotel Isanta Sstar

tel.

Sana’a Tel: 279235 or 285865 or 286364 Fax: 289568

Association is guiding light

Industries develop,
but still need help

YEMEN TIMES STAFF

he Yemeni
Industrialists
Association is one of

NGOs of the industrial

sector. Established in
1996, it works as a coordinator
between private and public sectors.
Its mandate is to develop Yemeni
industry. To report more, Yasser Al
Mayassi of met with Dr.
Abdulwahed Al Afori, general man