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A proposal to siphon advertising revenue

Free press targeted
By Yemen Times Staff

A proposed law that 
would take a cut of profits 
from Yemen’s newspapers, 
apparently money to help 
protection of journalists 
from harassment, has out­
raged editors across the 
country.

Editors of most non­
governmental newspapers 
have signed a petition call­
ing for the disapproval of 
the draft law presented by 
the Yemeni Journalists 
Syndicate (YJS) and 
approved by the Prime 
Minister and Shura 
Council.

The proposal, which 
seeks to deduct per cent of 
advertisement returns for 
the YJS, will be debated by 
parliament after Eid.

The editors believe the 
idea constitutes a major set­
back in the encouragement 

of a free press in Yemen, 
and that it will create more 
stress on the newspaper 
industry, which is already 
under a tremendous burden.

Petition to Parliament
In a petition, the editors 

note that, “instead of help­
ing boost our income and 
help sustain and develop the 
local press institutions, this 
step aims at weakening 
them further, and could 
potentially even cause their 
collapse.”

“We call upon the parlia­
ment members to not 
approve this item in the law, 
which unjustly takes away 
deserved income from 
newspapers without their 
approval ... We have 
expected steps to assist the 
media in providing more 
sources of income, not tak­
ing away deserved income.”

Continued on page 2

In the plethora of newspapers in Yemen, it’s independant papers like The 
Yemen Times which would suffer under a new draft law.

(Yemen Times photo by Jamil Abdul Karim)

Millennium Development Goals

More talk ... waiting for action
By Nadia al-Saqqaf
Yemen Times Staff

Three years ago international leaders set 2015 
as a target date to eradicate global challenges 
trapping a majority of the world in hardship and 
death.

And a two-day workshop held in Washington, 
D.C. Nov. 19 and 20 has built on that ambitious 
set of goals that were set in the UN Millennium 
Declaration in 2000.

The recent workshop, organized by UNDP 
and the World Bank, focused on gender equali­
ty and the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDG).

It also involved aid representatives in Yemen, 
via video conference from the World Bank's 
Sana’a office.

The Washington workshop attempted to find 
how gender specific actions can be integrated 
MDG policies.

Part of the solution will be to promote coor­
dination among development agencies in their 
efforts to integrate gender issues into the MDGs.

The objective of the workshop was also to 
evaluate progress in gender issues in a number 
of countries, and to find ways of integrating 
gender in all the other goals.

In addition to Yemen, Turkey participated in 
the workshop through the video conference.

Development activists taking part included 
Abdo Seif, of the Poverty Alleviation Team at 
the UNDP, Hooria Mashoor deputy chair of the 

Women National Committee, Majda Elsanousi 
Programme coordinator in Oxfam and Thabet 
Baggash health officer in Oxfam.

The Yemeni group noted that common mis­
take of intellectualizing developing world chal­
lenges, and not taking action.

This was the observation also of World Bank 
president James Wolfensohn. He said we can 
win the technical battle and figure out policies to 
integrate gender, but all this can not be trans­
ferred into reality without resources. It is with 
money that programs can be implemented.

Still, Wolfensohn pointed that the World 
Bank would take a progressive stand in 
women's empowerment in the coming 12 
months.

The International Monetary Fund does not 
clearly state gender issues in its agendas and 
programs, but the IMF comes to rescue in the 
times of economic crises, and this indirectly 
supports women.

However, these goals could be seen as an 
opportunity to start a more direct approach 
towards the gender issues the question is how to 
strengthen the analysis to prove a gender focus 
in promoting economies.

The Millennium Development Goals are the 
global community's shared vision for develop­
ment. But some believe it is quite unlikely that 
the goals are achievable in a country such as 
Yemen.

Poverty, gender, politics, health are all chal­
lenges noted in the MDGs that need to be 
addressed. Are the millennium development 
goals really the solution? The answer to this 
question remains to be seen.

Following are the eight goals that were set in 
2000,

1- Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. 
Halve the number of people living on less than 
one dollar a day around the world by 2015

2- Achieve universal primary education.

Ensure that all boys and gills complete primary 
school by 2015

3- Promote gender equality and empower 
women. To eliminate gender disparities in pri­
mary and secondary education by 2005 and at 
all levels by 2015

4- Reduce child mortality by 2/3rds among 
children under five years of age by 2015

5- Improve maternal health. Reduce the 
ratio of women dying in child birth by 2/3rds by 
2015

6- Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other 
diseases. Stop the spread of HIV/AIDS and the 
incidence of malaria and other diseases by 2015.

7- Ensure environmental sustainability. 
Use principles of sustainable developments so 
as by 2015 to half the proportion of people with­
out safe water, to improve the lives of at least 
100 million slum dwellers by 2020.

8- Develop a global partnership for devel­
opment. To achieve an open trading and finan­
cial system where the government is committed 
to development and poverty reduction, 
and to reach a partnership between poor 
and rich countries to deal with debts and 
develop work for youth as well as essential 
medicines for the needy in poor countries.

A view from the workshop
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Formed complaint lodged

Threats against “secularists”
By Mohammed Bin Sallam
Yemen Times Staff

A complaint has been recently filed 
by Shaef al-Yousefi to the Saudi 
embassy saying that he and other

prominent figures have become a tar­
get of threats through phone calls, 
particularly since the end of the last 
August.

According to the complaint, mobile 
numbers from the Saudi Arabia have

been used by unknown group of peo­
ple residing in Saudi Arabia.

“We call upon the Saudi authorities 
have to adopt procedures to arrest this 
group, because they distort the image 
of Saudi Arabia. Their behavior is 
illegal and in a stark contrast with 
teachings of Islam,” al-Yousefi said.

In his complaint, al-Yousefi said 
that he and his family, as well as 
other families belong to some of 
prominent figures, are exposed to 
several threats, and are prey to terror 
and fear.

Phone numbers that have been rec­
ognized by al-Yousefi’s mobile or by 
the security authorities have been 
enclosed together with the complaint.

On its part, a number of memos 
have been dispatched by the 
Southwest Secretariat Attorney to a 
number of security bodies and other 
telecom companies informing them 
of conducting an immediate investi­
gation. So what is needed by those 
companies is to help those bodies to 
follow up and recognize the owners 
of the unknown group.

Political observers believe that

such threats through mobiles and 
numbers have been described as ter­
ror, which target specific class of 
individuals and making them always 
disturbed and all the time annoyed. 
This class includes, lawyers, security 
officers and others.

A number of politicians, prominent 
writers, Yemeni journalists have been 
exposed to threats during the end of 
the last year.

Most of the threats come through 
phones from Yemen and not from 
outside as the one that has taken place 
against al-Yousefi.

It is to be mentioned here that a list 
of a number of some Yemeni intellec­
tuals and politicians have exposed to 
death. The last one, which was per­
formed by an extremist who con­
fessed that there is a list of names, 
labeled as secularists, who are being 
threatened.

Dr. Yaseen Saeed Noaman, the for­
mer parliament speaker, is the other 
who was threatened as media 
resources had mentioned..

Sources said that the threats were 
from Al-Eman University.

Children 
used as 

political 
footballs

By Mohammed Bin Sallam 
Yemen Times Staff

A 12-year-old Yemeni boy is being 
held by political security authorities 
after taking part in a ceremony in the 
Grand Mosque in Old Sana’a, con­
demning America and Israel.

The detention appears to be an effort 
by officials to crack down on anti- 
American and anti-Jewish sentiment.

The youth, Ma’ath Hamoud al- 
Mutawakil has been in detention since 
the 12th of Ramadhan and his family 
is prevented from visiting him.

There appears no hope that security 
authorities will release him by al-Fitr 
Eid at the end of Ramadhan.

Meanwhile, the political security 
authorities have intensified their activ­
ities against those condemning 
America and Israel. Security members 
began a campaign of removing posters 
condemning America and Israel from 
walls of old Sana’a.

In a related story, youth Sami Ali 
Ghalib, 9, is still under detention in the 
area of Bani Dhubyan-Khawlan for 
more than three weeks, after being kid­
napped in front of his house in the city 
of Dhamar under knowledge of 
authorities and the tribe to whom the 
child belongs.

Both the tribe and authorities did not 
exert any effort to release him despite 
appeals of his father through media.

A relative of the child remarked that 
if the child was from the tribe of 
Sanhan or any tribe having influential 
people in the state, they would have 
moved quickly to secure his release 
and punish the kidnappers, as they did 
at the beginning of this year with al- 
Zaidi tribe that kidnapped a number of 
young people from Sanhan and then 
released them under threat of force.

Continued from page 1
Free press targeted

“This cannot be tolerated. It is more 
like imposing nationalization on us like 
used to be in the past.” said Hisham ba 
Sharaheel, the Editor-in-Chief of the 
country’s most widely read nongovern­
mental paper, Al-Ayyam.

“We have raised a letter to the Prime 
Minister urging him to stop this draft from 
becoming law in the parliament, because 
it constitutes a direct violation of the uni­
versal declaration of human rights signed 
by the government, and also comes 
against the spirit of the Yemeni constitu­
tion, which guarantees the rights of prop­
erty ownerships of all citizens.”

Where will the money go?
Some of the editors believe that the 

draft is a step to create new unlawful 
income to the YJS on the expense of an 
already struggling nongovernmental 
media. The YJS says the money will go to 
efforts to forbid the detention or harass­
ment of journalists.

“The law does not state clearly that 
arresting journalists is forbidden. All it 
says in item (4) of article (7) is that it pro­
motes “holding on to the principle of not 
arresting or detention of any member 
journalist for issues related to freedom of 
the press and practicing his occupation 
based on the law...”

“This, first of all, doesn’t mean at all 
that journalists will not be subject to those 
acts because it is only talking about ‘hold­
ing on to the principle of’ and not ‘pre­
venting’,” journalist Seif Al-Haderi said.

“This item is not only useless, but it 
also says that only syndicate members 
should be protected, while other journal­
ists may not. Furthermore, it also says 
‘practicing his duties based on the law,' 
but that means detention can still take

place with the justification given that he 
did not practice his duties based on the 
law according to the authorities. Who 
defines what the phrase ‘based on the 
law’ means?” he asked.

Targeting the nongovernmental 
press

Hameed Shuhra, Editor-in-Chief of 
Annas, said that this item is targeting 
nongovernmental newspapers because 
advertisements are their main, and in 
many ways, the only source of income.

“The issue makes very little difference 
for the governmental and other financed 
media institutions because they have 
their own governmental sources of 
income. But for the rest of us, taking away 
such a percentage from the overall earn­
ings from advertisements will be devas­
tating, because we can barely pay 
salaries and expenses at the end of every 
month.” he told The Yemen Times.

The editors said they would express 
their appeal to President Saleh and work 
tirelessly to stop this law from being 
passed because it would be a major 
backslide in our country’s reputation in 
terms of supporting democracy and free­
dom of expression. “Other countries ded­
icate more money to nongovernmental 
newspapers and try to find ways to 
finance them through giving them govern­
ment advertisements.”

What is aimed through this law is sim­
ply the contrary. Such a law would create 
more obstacles and financial difficulties 
for the nongovernmental media, and this 
is unacceptable.” Walid Al-Saqqaf, Editor- 
in-Chief of Yemen Times said.

“We shall definitely appeal to the pres­
ident to stop this law from going through.” 
he pledged.

US government assists in cancer treatment
A press statement distributed by the US 

Embassy to Yemen said that the US gov­
ernment had donated substantial funds to 
support cancer treatment in the country. 
“In a ceremony at the oncology center in 
the Al Jumhuri Hospital in Sana’a, Alan 
Misenheimer, Charge d’Affairs of the U.S. 
Embassy, made a donation in support for 
the non-profit organization, Charitable 
Establishment for Supporting Cancer 
Centers. The donated funds are to go 
towards the cost of supporting the oncolo­
gy unit of the hospital.” the statement said.

Mr. Misenheimer stated during the cer­
emony that the US government “is com­
mitted to help improve and expand med­
ical treatment for cancer patience in 
Yemen.”

“The donated funds came from the U.S. 
Embassy’s July 4th celebration fund. For 
several years, the U.S. Embassy in Sanaa 
has chosen to aid a local charitable organ­
ization in celebration of American’s 
Independence Day on July 4th, in lieu of 
holding a formal event.” the embassy 
source said.
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A bright spot for Yemen

Singing the praises of Aden
By Ridhwan al-Saqqaf
Aden Bureau Chief

Y
emen is a country 
endowed with so many 
strategic and historical 
gifts, we need to be care­
ful not to let them deteri­
orate.

Look, for example, at Aden City.
Aden, with its magnificent shores and 

coastline, attracts tourists from all over the 
world.

They want to see the beauty of a piece 
of heaven manifested so nicely on earth in 
one of the most ancient civilizations.

Aden has the most pleasant beaches in 
Yemen and they have what every real 
estate expert knows is the key to good 
land.

People spend their holidays during Eid 
festivals and summer vacations in Aden’s 
beaches, for sunbathing or convalescence.

Foreigners are naturally attracted to 
Yemen because it has two seas, the Arab 
Sea and the Red Sea, so close

Aden has also been attractive as a vital 
port city that played an important role in 
culture involving Yemen and other 
nations.

Its strategic location has linked other 
countries of the world, which has richly 
contributed to its growth in trade and com­
merce.

In addition to its important location it 
has now an international anchorage built 
as per the state-of-the-art modern technol­
ogy and is provided with the latest new 
equipment.

As a commercial and industrial capital, 
Aden should be the mirror of Yemen. We 
should work hand in hand to encourage 
investment in this fine natural gift, so we 
can have health in tourism, industry, and 
trade and in all aspects of life.

Nowadays, particularly since appoint­
ing Dr. Yahya Ashoaebi, as the Governor 
of the city of Aden, the city has witnessed 
dramatic transitions in terms of develop­
ment and other vital aspects that reflects 
the real image of the city as one of the eco­
nomical and commercial capital of 
Yemen.

It has celebrated the 40th anniversary of 
14 October Revolution where its buildings 
and streets have been beautifully decorat­
ed with lights.

A number of developmental and social 
projects have been officially inaugurated.

Since the time immemorial, the city of 
Aden was known as the city of trade 
through its historical harbor. It was and has 
been a vital navigation port for ships and 
supertankers anchored at Aden’s harbor.

The glory of Aden can be perceived 
through restructuring its basic infrastruc­
ture such as, building new roads, estab-

lishing new parks, renewing and repairing 
the old buildings.

The visitor or the sightseer for this sig­
nificant spot particularly these days, will 
witness a big difference.

Its governor, Dr. Yahya Ashoaebi has 
done his best efforts to make the city more 
civilized and more prosperous.

The Yemen Times has interviewed a 
number of people to know more about the 
city. Following are their comments.

Mr. Ahmed Shamsan
We see Aden changing and prospering 

day after day. We are astonished to see a 
large number of projects inaugurated, such 
as, building roads, reorganizing and 
repairing them permanently.

The keen interest paid by officials in 
Aden and the support of its governor has 
made the city restore its glorious station.

The most important and eye-catching 
for a visitor is the clean and the bright 
streets.

The visitor can see street cleaners in 
every lane and every street of the city.

We must reiterate here that the Adeni 
people must take part in maintaining the 
city as well as launching clean-up aware­
ness campaigns. Everybody here has

admired the level of the city’s cleanliness.

Nabeel Ali Ghaleb, journalist
He who sees Aden today will not 

believe that it is Aden, particularly in terms 
of erecting new parks and gardens, build­
ing new branch streets and paving them.

This has created an outlet for the city 
and its residents from crowd as well as 
reorganizing the traffic circles in a proper 
manner.

The visitors to Aden can see a number 
of projects implemented and investment 
opportunities are also available. He will 
see that an active leadership which are 
capable of shouldering responsibility is 
behind this great and prosperous city.

Confidence that has been entrusted with 
its governor by the president of the repub­
lic has made the city grow and progress 
rapidly.

The people of Aden feel that Aden has 
its own specialty and certain kind of keen 
interest has been paid by the leadership 
there.

The president’s keen interest to spend 
his winter vacation in Aden positively 
reflects his good intentions to be aware of 
the city, as well as paying a special atten­
tion to solve the problems of the city.

Hisham Abdullah Assaqaf, ma ager 
of a navigation company

In reality, anyone who visits Aden will 
see a considerable positive change.

At the navigation level, the movements 
of ships coming to the Aden harbor have

considerably increased and its harbor has 
been restored to its previous and glorious 
position after a period of stagnation, which 
caused huge loss to it.

In addition to this, the export movement 
as well as investment opportunities in the 
city have considerably increased.

Aden is among those important cities 
that has witnessed considerable growth in 
tourism industry.

On my own part, erecting a number of 
tourist installations has created a sense of 
positive impressions on the part of its res­
idents and visitors or sightseers.

The city has incomparable tourist and 
trade potentials as well as good and prom­
ising future because of being one of the 
largest strategic cities in the Arabia penin­
sula and the region.

Change that can be felt in the city is also 
praiseworthy.

We see for instance a considerable 
attention day by day in rendering develop­
mental and social projects, building new 
roads, repairing the old ones and painting 
residences.

This will help a lot for visitors and its 
lovers to come to the city and enjoy its 
charm and its enthralling beauty.

The city has been featured by its clean

streets and painted buildings as well as its 
roads and streets which have become more 
expensive than before.

The great success behind Aden’s pros­
perity can be attributed to its wise political 
leadership chaired by its governor, Dr. 
Yahya Ashoaebi.

Mukhtar Mohammed Saleh, busi­
nessman

I can’t express my happiness. I have 
been captured by such rapid and consider­
able transition for the city particularly after 
40 years.

The city has become a magnet for a 
large number of people after it has cele­
brated the 40th anniversary of 14 October 
Revolution.

Enjoying and touring its streets of Aden 
today will make you feel filled with pride.

Since the moment he has been appoint­
ed as a governor, Dr. Yahya Ashoaebi has 
been shouldering the responsibility of 
making the city as civilized as he can.

As a matter of fact. I'm one of the glo­
betrotters, but when coming back to Aden, 
I find myself more inclined to the city than 
any spot in the world.

This is because many changes have 
been taking place.

Arabs as well as foreigners who visit the 
city of Aden are astonished of its 
enthralling beauty and charm.

Aden has real constituents for invest­
ments and a fertile place for investor and 
businessmen.

Ebraheem Khalaf, the Relation 
Manager at the Aden Refineries

The city has witnessed an ever-increas­
ing growth, which is a clear testimony of 
its active trade policies adopted by the 
governorate’s leadership in terms of 
improving the city from different levels.

This is evidently distinct for all people 
particularly with regard to its governor 
who has exerted strenuous efforts to make 
the city the most prosperous city in a very 
short period of time.

Mr.Nabeel Ali Ghaleb, 
Journalist

Mr. Ahmed Shamsan Mr. Hisham Abdullah 
Assaqaf, Ma ager of a 
navigation company

Mr. Mukhtar M. Saleh, 
Businessman

Mr. Ebraheem Khalaf

Dr. Yahya Ashoaebi
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Multi-sector approach needed

Infrastructure needed to 
build Yemen's industry

By Mahyoub al-Kamali
Yemen Times Staff
The upgrading of Yemen's industrial 

sector and increase of its production 
diversification and orientation towards 
developing exports are in need of 
removal of all difficulties that hinder 
investment.

The most important thing is to estab­
lish the infrastructure necessary to 
industry and grant products certificates 
for exportation qualification.

It is for this reason the industrial 
zones in Yemen need removing all 
existing difficulties in the way of 
building integrated national industries.

Qualification is needed in the area of 
labour, shipment and customs.

Also important is to establish mar­
keting centres and others for develop­
ing national exports, and supporting 
and encouraging the private sector to 
work in industrial opportunities.

This opinion needs, as a condition 
for success, investments in industrial 
zones in Yemen and to abolish customs 
restraints, and getting rid of govern­
mental corruption.

Also, the establishment of industrial 
areas needs other factors such as speed, 
experience and accuracy of employees, 

cheap and well-trained labour, speed in 
finishing customs work, providing raw 
materials and speed of production.

Banks should provide enough serv­
ices to opening export credits and con­
veying merchandise to external mar­
kets.

Qualification is in the first place 
needed for building industrial zones. 
The producer has to be qualified and 
capable of dealing with requirements 
of industrial technology and manufac­
tures goods.

Bad marketing policy is in itself 
playing a negative role, keeping 
investors away because they usually 
are attracted by facilities.

It is also known that the Yemeni law 
on investment guarantees advantages 
and exemptions, but the presence of 
many industrial areas means more 
facilities to attract the more business­
men for investment in those areas.

The most significant factor in this 
regard is the establishment of neces­
sary infrastructure to enable building 
new industries, because a failure to 
provide it would delay industrial 
investments and may cause their clo­
sure and withdrawal of capital owners.

The question of providing qualified 

and trained labour is still representing 
an impediment before industrial 
investment, because here the dealing is 
with merchandise for external market­
ing. Manufacturers who export their 
goods are committed to dates with for­
eign trading centres and any delay in 
their getting certificates confirming 
their product as qualified, hurts their 
credibility in delivery and commitment 
to contracts with importers, and conse­
quently loss of that market.

The concerned parties have there­
fore to establish institutes and schools 
for training workers and also to work 
on removing any barriers that may hin­
der industrial exports. They also have 
to work for creating a suitable environ­
ment ridding the investor of problems 
he may face in construction of build­
ings.

It is also to be confirmed that build­
ing industrial areas must be multi-pur­
pose ones and specialized in producing 
various kinds of goods. There also 
must be facility in finishing dealings of 
investors quickly, along with providing 
services and skilled personnel to 
ensure success in the industrial zones.

Any investor thinking of starting an industrial project in any country, including Yemen, will probably look at 
infrastructure as one of the key elements when making a decision.

The Water and Sanitation Program
Yemen Rural Water Supply & Sanitation Technical Assistance Project (RWSS-TA) 

Employment Opportunity 
Administration Assistant

An immediate employment opportunity is available for a full time, two year coterminous posting with the Yemen Water and Sanitation 
Program focusing on Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Sector Reform.

The selected candidate will have the following responsibilities:
1. Daily management of project office(s) administrative systems; maintenance and upkeep of all project records, files, and 

documentation/archiving;
2. Manage and monitor the procurement of project goods, supplies and services in accordance with WSP and World Bank 

procurement rules and regulations;
3. Carry out accurate and detailed written English-Arabic and Arabic-English translations;
4. Provide general administrative and logistical support to all project operations and other reasonable tasks and duties as 

requested by the RWSS-TA project;

Qualifications: Proven ability to work independently, prioritize and manage multiple tasks in a demanding schedule with a high level of 
initiative, organizational skill and attention to detail. Excellent verbal and written English and Arabic language capability and very strong 
computer skills are essential. First degree from a major internationally recognized university in administration, management or business 
is preferred, however substantial experience can substitute for no university background provided other position criteria are met. A 
certified Yemen vehicle operators license, the ability to drive and travel throughout Yemen will be considered advantageous.

A position Job Description can be retrieved from the reception desk at the World Bank Office in Sana’a. For full consideration, applicants 
should submit, by fax, post or in person a detailed CV and cover letter no later than 1 December 2003. Only applicants selected for 
interview will be contacted.

RWSS-TA Team Leader
Yemen Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Technical Assistance Project 
c/o The World Bank Office - P.O. Box 18152 - Sana’a, Yemen 
Fax: 01-413-709

Yemenia Flights to Taiz resumed
Yemen Airways
(Yemenia) announces 
that starting from the 21st of November 2003, all 
its regular flights to and from Taiz International 
Airport are now resumed, including domestic and 
international flights.
Yemenia also announces that all its offices will be 
open daily in the cities of Taiz and Sanaa, and its 
staff is happy to provide service to all customers.

The Water and Sanitation Program 
Yemen Rural Water Supply & Sanitation 
Technical Assistance Project (RWSS-TA)

Employment Opportunity
Project Officer - Technical Assistance

An immediate employment opportunity is 
available for a full time, two year cotermi­
nous posting with the Yemen Water and 
Sanitation Program focusing on Rural Water 
Supply and Sanitation Sector Reform.

The selected candidate will have the follow­
ing responsibilities:

1. Strategy and Policy Support the devel­
opment of a Yemen rural water supply 
and sanitation strategy and the formu­
lation of RWSS policy principles and 
statements.

2. Institutional Strengthening and 
Capacity Building: Provide profes­
sional expertise in the formulation and 
implementation of institutional and 
staff capacity development.

3. Projects Monitoring and
Documentation: Assist in the detailed 
monitoring of RWSS implementation 
methodologies and approaches and 
provide a thorough analysis and docu­
mentation of best practice procedures.

Qualifications: Proven ability to work inde­
pendently, prioritize and manage multiple 
tasks in a demanding schedule with a high 
level of initiative, organizational skill and 
attention to detail.
Substantial knowledge of water and sanita­
tion sector issues is necessary. Very strong 
verbal and written English and Arabic lan­
guage and excellent computer skills are pre­
requisites. Minimum first degree from a 
major internationally recognized university 
in public administration policy, engineering 
civil), social sciences or economics is 
required, Master degree preferred.
The position Job Description can be retrieved 
from the reception desk at the World Bank 
Office in Sana’a. For full consideration, 
applicants must submit, by fax, post or in per­
son a detailed CV and cover letter no later 
than 1 December 2003. Only applicants 
selected for interview will be contacted

RWSS-TA Team Leader
Yemen Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 
Technical Assistance Project 
c/o The World Bank Office
P.O. Box 18152 - Sana’a, Yemen
Fax: 01-413-709

VACANCY
ANNOUNCEMENT
The Embassy of the Republic of Turkey invites 
candidates for the following position:

Office Assistant/Secretary
Primary responsibilities are:

* Translation from English to Arabic and Arabic to 
English

* Typing correspondence, letters, documents and reports 
* Receive and screen phone calls, arrange appointments 
* Contributing to the day-to-day operations of the office

Qualifications and Skills required:
* Must have college degree from a four-year institution
* Excellent computer knowledge (Windows, Microsoft 

Office, Word and use of Internet)
* Excellent typing, drafting and communication skills
* Excellent command of both Arabic & English 

languages
* Being a native speaker of Arabic and past job experi­

ence with a similar job description will be a plus

Applications will be subject to a written exam prior to an 
oral interview.

Candidates with necessary qualifications and background 
should submit their Curriculum Vitae along with a return 
address and contact information to the Turkish Embassy at 
the following address no later than December 05.

Turkish Embassy 
PO Box 18371
Sana’a. Yemen
Tel: 440531 Fax: 440532
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Words of Wisdom

Many foreigners keep asking about the 
degree of freedom enjoyed by the press. 
They are confused because of different alle­
gations. On the one hand, the authorities 
claim that the press in fully free. They point 
to the aggressive and critical reporting 
prevalent in the few independent and oppo­
sition newspapers.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf (1951-1999)
Pounder of Yemen Times

OUR 
OPINION

Why America 
will fail in Iraq

T
here are dozens of reasons why America will 
fail in Iraq. Among the reasons is that Iraqi 
people hate the USA. Hence, if the US is 
truthful in opening the way for real democ­
racy, there should he no surprise if the repre­
sentatives of the new government are anti-Americans who 

don’t want the Americans to benefit from its oil and recon­
struction projects.

This is why many doubt that the US will allow true, 
free elections. They wouldn’t be in its favor.

On the other hand, assuming that America will be able 
to overcome all its current obstacles in Iraq, including a 
growing resistance movement and hostility of, many 
believe the US will have a hard time maneuvering in such 
harsh conditions, and amid presidential elections, which 
will have Iraq and the economy on the agenda.

Bush will certainly work on the elections and make it 
his priority. And how he performs in Iraq will be critical. 
But assuming he wins against all those odds, and gains the 
trust of the people in the elections, and hence continues his 
plans for Iraq, then he will have to pray for a post-election 
Iraq strategy, and that is even more challenging.

The reason is simple: Money. In a time of instability, 
insecurity, violence and hatred towards American forces, 
bringing investors and reconstructing Iraq will prove 
extremely difficult. Then again, this means that the hopes 
would lie on the transitional government to rule the coun­
try until 2005. But this cannot be a guarantee. It is a reason 
to worry because most Iraqis cannot tolerate figures in the 
current governing council such as Ahmad Chalabi and 
Talbani. Most Iraqis believe that those two US loyalists 
will fail to be decision-makers in Iraq if elections were held 
in a democratic fashion.

On the other hand, many Shiites in the south support 
religious scholars who are anti-American. They will defi­
nitely vote for them and would hence expect that they 
would make all the decisions necessary to prevent the US 
from taking over their oil or implementing its projects, 
which they may think as a means to ‘Westernize’ the coun­
try.

In other words, there is very little hope that a demo­
cratically elected government would work in the way the 
USA wants it to work, because the USA has many bills to 
pay, many loans to disburse, and many plans to apply. 
Besides, there are money-related issues in getting all the 
grants given by the US tax-payers back to the US.

The objectives of implementing a democracy and free 
economy in Iraq to be an ideal example to be followed by 
all other neighboring countries will also be at risk. This is 
because Iraqis are very conservative and tend to refuse 
being dictated upon. This will make the USA look like a 
power that wishes to dictate its style of government and life 
on another sovereign nation.

In all, the challenges and difficulties in Iraq are becom­
ing greater and more difficult to overcome or solve in time. 
And those could perhaps be a result of wrong doings by the 
Bush administration and miscalculations by his aides and 
allies, which would probably be paid not by him, but by the 
US administration that follows.
Doesn’t this remind us of Vietnam?
Next issue:
Who will pay for the consequences?
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What's the real cause of war?

Are Muslims 
terrorists?

Barkatullah Marwat 
marwat@journalist.com 
Kuwait

A
s to the current scenario, 
there is a question begging 
an answer: How was the 
former USSR (Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republic) 
disintegrated? I feel even the great histori­

ans as well as political analysts are still 
unable to find out any valid answer to the 
question. But one thing is crystal clear. 
During the Cold War, had the Muslims not 
supported US so generously, the situations 
might be different today.

Surprisingly and ironically, soon after 
the disintegration of the USSR, the real face 
of US appeared from behind her friendly 
mask, from which the Muslims were simply 
ignorant and oblivious. The Afghan 
Muhajireen along with their homeland 
(Afghanistan) were left short on their 
mercy. Likewise, the US also turned a blind 
eye to Pakistan, imposing sanctions on it for 
developing nuclear weapons. And finally, it 
decided to set eyes on the oil-rich resources 
of the Middle East.

Samuel P. Huntington’s ideology in his 
book ‘Clash of Civilizations’ is not only 
appreciated, but needs to be taken seriously 
in the world, specifically in Western coun­
tries. Why? Because according to them, 
countries which border any Muslim state 
could not be safe. Therefore, it was impera­
tive that the bloodcurdling attitude of the 
Muslims should have to be overpowered at 
all costs, otherwise they (Muslims) would 
succeed in implementing their idea across 
the globe.

In fact, those who were the precious 
diamonds of the US crown, and acted as 
front liners during the era of Cold War, were 
later painted as extremists, fundamentalists 
and terrorists. Thus a fiercer and more 
forceful war against them has been 
launched.

Soon after the end of the Cold War, 
admittedly, one sad incident took place. 
That was the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
1990. Nobody knew, except the US, at 
whose request Saddam Hussain did that.

Thereafter, what happened is clear to 
everyone, that the US and her media 
launched a vast campaign against Saddam, 
posing him as a threat to the regional as well 
as global peace. But secretly, she was plan­
ning how to take this region’s resources.

History speaks for itself: a coalition of 
32 allied forces came into being which was 
led by the US.

It was quite ridiculous to see Iraqi 
forces, that had ended its almost 10-year 
long war with Iran, were not only deadly 
exhausted and tired but also needed to take 
a rest as well as mending the dents of their 
devastated economy. Anyway, the US-led 
forces succeeded in expelling the Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait, but amazingly, the US 
did not walk out of the region even when the 
dust of the Desert Storm settled down.

It merits a mention here that the author 
of ‘Crisis of Islam’, Bernar Dlevus, admit­
ting the dual policy of US, clearly pinpoint­
ed that when Saddam Hussain was ousted 
from Kuwait, the US signaled the Iraqi 
Kurds and Shias to stand up against 
Saddam, assuring them of full support. 
Saddam crushed their uprising mercilessly 
by killing thousands of them, but they mis­
erably failed to see the US shipment. What 
a shame! I feel the dead are still cursing and 
yelling at the US for their unpardonable 
betrayal.

The First Gulf War (1990-91) left a 
deep impact on one group, which was a 
close ally to the US, even during the Cold 
War. It realized it was betrayed and started 
nursing grudges against US. And most of 
the US departments had already known the 
said group while Muslims were still totally 
ignorant of that.

They thought that they had been 
deceived because during the Cold War, it 
was the version of the US that ‘fight against 
the enemies of God’ (Russians), but she her­

self came to the region (Middle East) 
under the pretext of liberating Kuwait from 
Iraqi occupation.

Thus, this group formally decided to 
encounter US. Who was the group leader? 
Surely, it was Osama bin Laden and his 
members, who fought in Afghanistan side 
by side with Afghan Mujahideen and 
Pakistan troops against the USSR occupa­
tion. It’s worth mentioning here that before 
the fall of the Taliban regime in 
Afghanistan, not one of the adjacent coun­
tries did not know that ‘Al-Qaeda’ is the 
name of Osama bin Laden’s group/organiza- 
tion.

Well, Osama bin Laden came to lime­
light when in 1998 some attacks were made 
on US Embassies in Africa. The US, taking 
revenge of the attacks, shelled a few mis­
siles on Afghanistan, claiming hundreds of 
innocent people. Why do I mentioned all 
this here? Because the harmless Muslim, 
specially the general public, never ever did 
anything wrong, except taking out the 
protest demonstrations in their own coun­
tries, damaging the public and private 
estates. And those who turned out to be the 
US’s arch rivals, are actually those 
Mujahideen who fully supported the US 
during the Cold War.

During the Afghanistan war which 
began in October, 2001, the American poli­
cies in terms of guarding democracy gained 
its ends partially. An official signal to strike 
Afghanistan was granted by the UN.

Almost all the countries were threat­
ened to stand by the US, or become enemies 
in the war. Evidently, no one was ready to 
take the wrath of US. And finally, the 
Taliban rule came to an end.

But, in the case of Second Gulf War, 
when she realized that her old tactics didn’t 
work out any more, the US claimed that 
Saddam possessed WMD (Weapons of 
Mass Destruction). The UN questioned her 
justification. Even someone was heard ask­
ing, “If Saddam really possessed WMD, 
then why were these left with him 12 years 
ago?

Despite having no rational reasons to 
the questions raised on the occasions, the 
US had cleverly set all the International 
Laws, UN charters, and state sovereignty 
(of Iraq) back, and instantly attacked the 
country.

Of course, this time the situations were 
totally different from what had happened 
during the First Gulf War. Most of the coun­
tries strongly protested the attack, terming it 
as an open aggression. According to a rough 
estimate, some 600 cities of the world, 
protests and demonstrations were wit­

nessed, shouting ‘Blood for Oil’ was unac­
ceptable.

Since 1990, many ups and downs have 
been witnessed. The situations are totally 
changed. But even then some of the US 
scholars and experts appear to be reluctant 
to establish critically and objectively any 
solid point of view in terms of the current 
affairs.

And sometimes the writer of ‘Crisis of 
Islam’, Bernal Delivas, appears to have 
failed to weigh the circumstances. On one 
place he writes, “Muslims usually tend to 
object to the term ‘Islamic terrorism’ 
because terrorism is itself a word. It is not 
attributed to any religion.” The learned 
writer answers with simplicity, saying that 
since the current terrorism has stemmed 
from Islamic culture, therefore, it is called 
‘Islamic terrorism’. I don’t think so, but if 
so, then only in its face value.

Well, the author is, no doubt, a 
renowned scholar, and I believe he makes 
good judgments of the situation. But if he 
agrees to what he wrote, then I am sure he 
would also know that it were the very 
Western culture and Western democracy 
that bore Nazism. Similarly, Hitler got elect­
ed with landslide majority; so can it be 
named as western or Christian Nazism?

If so, then I think there is no harm in 
calling it ‘Democratic Nazism”. Even it 
could be asked, “When the US fired nuclear 
bombs on Japan during the World War II. 
were those bombs democratic or Christian? 
Recently, Iraq and Afghanistan also experi­
enced deadly hits from the US. Does anyone 
raise a question if these weapons can be 
termed as US democratic weapons? If not, 
then terrorism is supposed not to be linked 
and related to any religion.

Accordingly, let me sum up by quoting 
an adage, “Live and let live.” If the US 
wants peace and development across the 
world, then she will have to pursue that say­
ing. There is no room for terrorism in any 
religion. All of us whether Muslim, 
Christian, Jews, Hindu, or Sikh believe in 
oneness of Allah/God/Lord/Baghwan/Rab 
respectively.

Then why this bloodshed? Cannot we 
live peacefully? How long will we there 
btaunting, terrorizing, blackmailing, victim­
izing, attacking and blood-shedding over 
each other? Isn’t there any other language 
except bombs and weapons?

If Osama is a terrorist, then I think 
everyone is a terrorist. Because you cannot 
welcome a thief to clean your home of its 
belongings, can you? You will surely resist 
and fight off even you have to put your life 
at stake.

REQUIRED
English Native Teachers In Aden

High salary
Free accommodation

For more information contact us at:

American Language Center 
Khormaksar, Aden 

In front of Aden Hotel
Tel: 02-237-972
Fax: 02-237-971

E-mail: aclworldspeaking@y.net.ye
Saturday-Wednesday, 

8-1 p.m. or 4.8 p.m.

COMMON
SENSE

By Hassan Al-Haifi

What’s wrong with 
Shari’ah Law?

O
ne of the most perplexing comments that one 
is confronted with is that of the many com­
mentators in the Western press and media, 
especially in the United States, in which 
these commentators express an absolute 
rejection of Islamic Shari’ah?, as if it was the worst of 

evils. This unexplained prejudice has appeared extensive­
ly in the press especially more recently in discussions on 
the newly drafted Afghan Constitution and the yet to be 
drafted Iraqi Constitution. The amusing thing is that most 
of these commentators try to reflect knowledge of the 
implications of Shari’ah ordinances, when making these 
comments, but in actuality they are the least discerning 
when it comes to understanding Islam in general, let alone 
having any grasp of Islamic jurisprudence. However when 
they make these comments we are led to believe that the 
author is a Rhodes scholar on Islamic dogma and law, 
when in fact the comments are the result of an obvious 
prejudice towards anything to do with Islam. Examples of 
these comments: “the only worry is that the Afghan 
Constitution will be codiciled with the insistence that the 
Constitution should not conflict with Islamic Shari’ah”, or 
“the Iraqi Shiite clergy will insist that the Iraqi Constitution 
must be based on Islamic Shari’ah”, etc.

To most laymen reading such comments, the perception 
conveyed by such comments is to suppose that anything to 
do with Islamic Shari’ah is an intolerable no no that would 
lead to the end of the world, and must be avoided at all 
costs. In addition such comments reflect an obvious con­
tempt towards Islamic jurisprudence.

Any faithful Moslem will insist that Islamic ordinances 
are based on Divine revelations and accordingly ordained 
by God Almighty. They are not subject to dispute by any 
God-fearing believer. In other words, no man is capable of 
suggesting that God’s wisdom should be relegated and the 
comments of such critics should be given more serious 
thought. Thus a rejection of Shari’ah is a rejection of 
God’s prescription for a just and equitable social regime, 
not to mention that a preposterous assumption that God’s 
laws should be replaced by supposedly more superior mun­
dane man-made laws is being promoted. Moreover, since 
the source of Shari’ah is one and the same Deity, these crit­
ics of Shari’ah are insisting that social well-being entails a 
total disassociation from the Creator, who, it should be 
noted, is the same Divinity believed in by Christians and 
Jews.

This is totally unacceptable to any faithful believer in 
God, let alone faithful Moslems (not just “radical 
Moslems”, or “Islamic clerics”, as anti-Shari’ah “pundits” 
would often call pro Shari’ah elements). With respect to an 
Islamic clergy, suffice it to say that these commentators 
tend to ignore the fact that there is no clergy in Islam. The 
Quran is clear on this and points out that clerical orders, or 
priesthoods, are man-instituted institutions that were never 
ordained by God. In Islam, there are scholars, or “Ulema”, 
who do not possess any spiritual authority or act as medi­
ans between believers and the Lord. These Ulema are usu­
ally well versed in the interpretation of the Quran and tra­
ditions and sayings of the Prophet Mohammed, PBUH, and 
are helpful in matters of litigation and as conscientious ref­
erences for the proper understanding and application of 
Islamic dogma. These religious guides are usually well 
known in their communities and only those that have 
shown a respectable record of integrity, credibility and 
honesty will reach such venerable status. The overwhelm­
ing majority of Islamic Ulemas in most of the leading 
Islamic sects are open-minded and are usually keen on and 
advocate for the achievement of justice and the removal of 
all forms of oppression. The radical spate of so called 
“radical Ulemas”, who are said to follow orthodox funda­
mentalist orientations and who have gained more media 
attention of late are usually followers of the Wahhabi or 
extreme Salafi sects, are really a minority among the vast 
multitude of Ulemas (both Sunni and Shiite) in Moslem 
communities throughout the world. The former are quite 
heavily disputed by the latter and their knowledge of reli­
gious ordinances is highly suspect by most of the latter 
breed of Ulemas of most of the traditional Islamic sects. 
Yet the Western critics of Shari’ah seem to lob all Moslem 
Ulema in the category of the radical Ulemas, which is a 
serious misconception.

An important historical fact is that most modern Western 
legislation has its origins in Islamic jurisprudence, for it 
was Islam that introduced most of the modern concepts of 
social justice, freedom and even political participation; i.e., 
democratic government. In fact it is when Moslems aban­
doned the real effective application of Islamic Shari’ah that 
the Moslem world became subjected to gradual degrada­
tion of its social, political and economic prominence in the 
world and thus witnessed an overall degeneration of their 
social, political and economic conditions and eventually 
underdevelopment. On the other hand, the West was actu­
ally applying much of the concepts outlined in Shari’ah 
legislation, with more effectiveness than what most mod­
ern Moslem societies have failed to realize. The problem 
is not in Islamic Shari’ah, but rather the lack of finesse in 
the management of the affairs of the Moslem states, and the 
inability to institute the appropriate control measures that 
will ensure the proper conscientious application of the 
Shari’ah laws as ordained by God. However there is a 
trend towards devising the appropriate regimes that can 
achieve this. Iran represents the most successful institu­
tional rendition of Government by Shari’ah ordinances, 
and notwithstanding the anti Iranian bias in the Western 
press, thanks to prodding by the heavy Zionist influence, 
many Moslems of the world are pleased by the results so 
far achieved by the Islamic Republic of Iran and its obvi­
ous acceptance by the Iranian people. In the end that is 
what really counts, isn’t it?
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When speech in 
US is not free

By David Koon
For the Arkansas Times

W
hen is a public side­
walk not a public 
sidewalk? Ask the 
Secret Service.

But they’re not talking.
During President George W. Bush’s 

stop in Little Rock Nov. 10, people wav­
ing signs expressing political opposition 
were removed from the public sidewalks 
opposite the Statehouse Convention 
Center where Bush spoke and moved to 
what police termed a “Free Speech 
Zone,” off the motorcade route and out of 
sight of cameras filming the president’s 
arrival.

The removal replicated the practice of 
the Bush White House in other cities. But 
in something of a wrinkle, perhaps to 
make the policy more legally defensible, 
people waving signs in support of Bush 
were also moved to the Free Speech 
Zone.” The ACLU said it still considered 
the removals an unconstitutional limit on 
free speech.

A small group of people who had ini­
tially set up at the corner of Markham and 
Scott - directly under the Arkansas Times’ 
sign- were ordered by the Little Rock 
Police Department to move to the side­
walk in front of the Old State House, as 
directed by the Secret Service. Later, 
when a small group of Bush supporters 
arrived, they were eventually told - after 
first not being challenged - that they had 
to stand in the Free Speech Zone. too. 
Supporters of Democratic candidate 
Wesley Clark were also herded there. You 
could stand on ground from which these 
people were removed as long as you car­
ried no political signs.

Arshad Hasan, with the Arkansas chap­
ter of the environmental action group 
Clear the Air. was one of the protestors 
forced to move from near the convention 
center. A former resident of Washington, 
Hasan said the Secret Service shielding 
Bush from dissent is nothing new. "Right 
from the very beginning, literally since

his inauguration when I was in D.C., it 
was ‘Here is where you can protest, here 
is where you can speak, nowhere else.’”

According to Little Rock police 
spokesman John Thompson, protestors 
were moved on the orders of the Secret 
Service. “That was them, not us,” 
Thompson said. “You know, things 
change when the president’s in town. 
Same thing as when Bill (Clinton) was 
here.”

Putting both protestors and supporters 
in the Free Speech Zone was apparently a 
new tactic by the Secret Service, which 
has been criticized for removing protes­
tors to remote areas - sometimes as much 
as a half-mile from the speech venue - 
while allowing Bush supporters to remain 
on motorcade routes. On Sept. 23, the 
American Civil Liberties Union filed a 
federal lawsuit against the Secret Service 
on behalf of several groups and individu­
als whose members had been removed 
during visits by Bush and Vice President 
Dick Cheney, even though Bush/Cheney 
supporters were allowed to remain close 
to the action.

Court papers, available at aclu.org. 
include details of over a dozen arrests all 
over the country in which protestors have 
been detained and charged because they 
refused to go to designated zones out of 
the president’s line of sight.

These include a large group of 
Pennsylvania protestors who were held 
under threat of arrest in a fenced baseball 
diamond while Bush spoke about a third 
of a mile away, and a South Carolina pro­
testor who, after straying from a designat­
ed protest zone and attempting to stand 
with a large group of Bush supporters 
near the speech venue, was arrested on 
federal and state criminal charges 
(charges which were only dropped after a 
group of 11 U.S. congressmen petitioned 
the Justice Department).

In Great Britain, where Bush is sched­
uled to travel next week, anti-war activists 
are in an uproar over similar tactics by the 
president’s security detail. The Secret

Service has requested broad no-protest 
zones along the president’s motorcade 
route and in vast parts of London, osten­
sibly because demonstrations could be 
cover for a terrorist plot. It is a plan that 
has been criticized even by British law 
enforcement. One unnamed official with 
Scotland Yard told the Washington Times 
that the Secret Service wanted to turn 
London into “Little Washington,” closing 
roads and restricting protests for miles 
around the presidential motorcade route. 
“That is not acceptable here,” the official 
said.

“It does seem to destroy the whole 
point of having a protest,” said Arkansas 
ACLU spokesperson Rita Sklar. “If the 
person you’re trying to reach can’t hear 
what you have to say and the people who 
are there to hear that person speak can't 
hear what you have to say. it does seem to 
undermine the whole notion of free 
speech.” Sklar added, however, that Free 
Speech Zones have been upheld in some 
courts. “You really have to take out a 
measuring tape and look at all kinds of 
practical matters before you can deter­
mine whether they pass constitutional 
muster.” A press release issued later by 
the Arkansas ACLU, which had not been 
aware of the incident until called by the 
Times, called the actions of the Secret 
Service unconstitutional and un- 
American.

Little Rock City Attorney Tom 
Carpenter said that while the city has put 
protestors behind barricades in the past, it 
was for safety reasons, not an attempt to 
squelch free speech. As for the protest 
zone and its distance from Bush. 
Carpenter said that that the Secret Service 
is given wide latitude by the city in the 
name of protecting the president.

“Those guys come in and set up the 
perimeter and (say) how it’s going to be 
done, and we have to defer to them 
because it’s the federal government. It's a 
safety matter.” Carpenter said.

Neither the White House nor the Little 
Rock office of the Secret Service returned 
calls.

VACANCY
The Local Establishment for Water and Sanitation in the governorate of Taiz announces a 
vacancy for a Project Manager for the water and sanitation project in Taiz City, which is 
part of the civil cities project funded by the World Bank.
The applicant must meet the following conditions:

1- Have a masters or bachelor degree
2- Be proficient in reading and writing English language
3- Able to communicate with foreign companies and donors in English language.
4- Able to use computers.
5- Has previous experience in supervising similar projects.

Whoever finds himself fit for this post and meets the mentioned requirements can apply to 
the establishment’s administration with his resume and documents proving his qualifica­
tions and experience in a period no later than 15 days after the date of this vacancy 
announcement.

Establishment for Water and Sanitation - Taiz
Tel: 211889, 211891, 211893 Fax: 212323 - Email: TWSLC@YNET.YE

Announcement for invitation to 
Tender for Consultancy Services

Yemen Ports Authority (Port of Aden) wishes to invite qualified 
Consulting Engineers to offer for the services of preparation of 
technical specifications and full tender documents, evaluation of 
builders’ quotations as well as the supervision services on the 
construction and delivery of a Pilot Boat for Port of Aden.

Quotations are to be submitted on 22nd December, 2003.
For collection of tender documents or more information, please 
contact:

YPA - Head Office
Tawahi - Aden
Tel: 967-2-202669 / 201541
Fax: 967-2-205805 / 205802

To lead, U.S. must give 
up paranoid policies

Zbigniew Brzezinski
For the International Herald 
Tribune

P
aradoxically, American 
power worldwide is at its 
historic zenith while its 
global political standing 
is at its nadir. Why?

Since the tragedy of Sept. 11, which 
understandably shook and outraged 
every American, the United States has 
increasingly embraced, at the highest 
official level, what can be fairly called 
a paranoiac view of the world. This is 
summarized in a phrase repeatedly 
used at the highest level: “He who is 
not with us is against us.”

Let’s not forget this was a phrase 
popularized by Lenin when he 
attacked the social democrats on the 
grounds that they were anti-Bolshevik 
and, therefore, “he who is not with us 
is against us” and can be disposed of 
accordingly

There are two troubling conditions 
that accompany this mindset

First, making the “war on terrorism” 
the central preoccupation of the United 
States in the world today reflects a 
rather narrow and extremist vision of 
foreign policy of the world’s primary 
superpower, of a great democracy, 
with genuinely idealistic traditions

The second troubling condition, 
which contributes to the crisis of cred­
ibility and to the isolation in which the 
United States finds itself today, is the 
absence of a clear, sharply defined per­
ception about what is actually happen­
ing abroad

This kind of blindness is of particu­
lar concern regarding the spread and 
availability of weapons of mass 
destruction. It is terribly important not 
to plunge headlong into the tempting 
notion that America will unilaterally 
take preemptive action on suspicion 
that a country possesses weapons of 
mass destruction, which is what the 
doctrine right now amounts to. 
Without a revitalized American intelli­
gence service, the United States simply 
does not know enough to be able to 
pre-empt with confidence

In recent months, the United States 
has experienced what is perhaps the 
most significant intelligence failure in 
its history. That failure was contributed 
to by extremist demagoguery that 
emphasizes worst-case scenarios, 
stimulates fear and induces a very sim­
ple, dichotomous view of world reality

All of this calls for a serious debate 
about America’s role in the world. Can 
a world power provide global leader­
ship on the basis of fear and anxiety? 
Can the United States mobilize sup­
port, particularly the support of 
friends, when it tells them, “you are 
against us if you are not with us”?

The need for such a serious debate 
cannot be satisfied by theologizing the 
challenge as “terrorism,” which is 
“used by people who hate things” 
while we are “people who love 
things,” as America’s highest 
spokesman has put it

Terrorism is a technique for killing 
people. That can’t be an enemy. It’s as 
if we said that World War II was not 
against the Nazis but against 
blitzkrieg. We need to ask who the 
enemy is, and what springs him or her 
to action against us?

The first and most important policy 
shift the United States should now 
undertake is to emphasize the enduring 
nature of the alliance relationship, par­
ticularly with Europe, which does 
share America’s values and interests 
even if it disagrees with America on 
specific policies

America cannot have that relation­
ship if it threatens and condemns those 
who disagree. There is something tran­
scendental about shared values that 
shouldn’t be subordinated to tactical 
requirements. America should seek to 
cooperate with Europe, not divide it 
into a fictitious “new” and “old.”

The United States should be sup­
porting a larger Europe as a zone of 
peace and prosperity in the world that 
is the necessary foundation for a stable 
international system in which 
American leadership could be fruitful­
ly exercised

Part of the process of building a 
larger zone of peace also involves 
engaging Russia and drawing it into a 
closer relationship simultaneously 
with Europe and with the Euro­
Atlantic community. But the United 
States can only do that if it is clear as 
to what it is seeking in pursuing that 
strategy

Unambiguously, America ought to 
be seeking the promotion of democra­
cy and decency in Russia, and not tac­
tical help of a very specific and not 
always very useful type purchased at 
the cost of compromising America’s 
own concept of democracy

On the question of Iraq, whether one 
supported the war on not, failure now 
is not an option. Two prerequisites 
have to be fulfilled as rapidly as feasi­
ble for a successful political solution - 
the internationalization of the foreign 
presence in Iraq and the transfer of 
power as soon as is possible to a sov­
ereign Iraqi authority

There is nothing to be lost in prema­
turely declaring the Iraqi authority as 
sovereign if that helps it to gain politi­
cal legitimacy in a country that is 
searching to define itself. The sooner 
America transfers sovereignty, the 
sooner an Iraqi authority under an 
international umbrella will itself 
become more effective in dealing with 
the residual terrorism and opposition 
that we continue to confront

Ultimately, stability in the region, of 
course, depends on peace between 
Israel and the Palestinians. Palestinian 
terrorism has to be rejected and con­
demned, yes. But it should not be 
translated de facto into a policy of sup­
port for an increasingly brutal repres­
sion, colonial settlements and a new 
wall

At stake is the destiny of a demo­
cratic country, Israel, the security of 
which the United States has been com­

mitted to for more than half a century. 
But soon there will be no option of a 
two-state solution

Soon the reality of the settlements - 
which are colonial fortifications on the 
hill with swimming pools next to fave­
las below where there is no drinking 
water and where 50 percent of the pop­
ulation is unemployed - will scuttle the 
viability of a two-state solution with a 
wall that cuts up the West Bank even 
more and creates more human suffer­
ing

If this continues, Israel will become 
increasingly like apartheid South 
Africa - the minority dominating the 
majority, locked in a conflict from 
which there is no extraction. If the 
United States wants to prevent this, it 
must above all else identify itself with 
peace and help those who are the 
majority in Israel, who want peace and 
are prepared to accept peace

All public opinion polls show that. I 
also believe that the majority of the 
Jewish community in the United States 
- which is liberal, open-minded and 
idealistic - is not committed to extrem­
ist repressions

The political cowardice of U.S. 
political leaders on this issue is unjus­
tified. Both the Israeli people and the 
American Jewish community, like all 
Americans, prefer a moderate peaceful 
solution

Fortunately, the Bush administration 
is learning that America can only deal 
with the threat from North Korea and 
Iran by cooperating with other major 
powers. If America tries to resolve the 
North Korean problem with arms 
alone, it will produce a violent reaction 
against the United States in South 
Korea and precipitate a nuclear-armed 
Japan, creating a whole new dual 
strategic dynamic with China in the 
Far East

It is in the interest of the West that 
the theocratic despotism in Iran fade, 
which it is beginning to do. If the 
United States takes pre-emptive action 
it will reinforce the worst tendencies in 
the theocratic fundamentalist regime, 
as well as widen the zone of conflict in 
the Middle East

Ultimately at issue is the relation­
ship between the new requirements of 
security and the traditions of American 
idealism. For decades the United 
States has played a unique role in the 
world because it was viewed as a soci­
ety that was generally committed to 
certain ideals, which Americans were 
prepared to practice at home and to 
defend abroad

Today, for the first time, America’s 
commitment to idealism worldwide is 
challenged by a sense of vulnerability. 
The United States has to be very care­
ful in that setting not to become self­
centered, preoccupied only with itself 
and subordinating everything else in 
the world to an exaggerated sense of 
insecurity

Americans are going to live in an 
insecure world. It cannot be avoided. 
Like everyone else, we have to learn to 
live in it.
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I. What to Say
Situations and Expressions (57): 
Tribute to a teacher (VI)

T
he word TEACHER is often used as an 
acronym, the individual letters of which 
are interpreted to symbolize the following: 
Talented, Enthusiastic, Affectionate, 

Cooperative, Humble, Encouraging, Reliable 
As a matter of fact, a teacher is a touchstone who 
by virtue of the magic touch of his personality 
transforms a base metal into gold. Every lesson 
‘begins with wonder, and ends in delight for the 
learner’. A learner is enamoured by the sheer 
magnetism of the teacher’s personality and 
accepts him/her as the role model. Such a teacher 
remains a perennial source of inspiration for the 
learner.

• I think of you as the bright sun. that illuminates 
the whole world, yet remains as bright and 
brilliant as ever.
From one who has been touched by your sunny 
presence, here is a heart-felt 'Thank you’.

• Teacher, you introduced me to the world of 
books.... where in every page, I discovered 
something new about people , places and myself 
as well. And above all, I discovered how lucky I 
am to have a teacher like you.

• With a confident and eloquent speech, an 
impressive personality and an humble heart, a 
teacher always aims to give every student a good 
start in life. Dear teacher ! It always seems a 
great moment when you are around, teaching 
good lessons on life besides those class texts. I 
am beholden to you for giving the perfect start to 
my life!

• You are gentle, kind and forever ready to help. 
You have taught us to believe in ourselves and 
so, teacher, you are truly invaluable.

• Teacher! You’re someone I always look upto. 
You’re someone who will always be a source of 
inspiration in my life.

♦ This comes to thank you, dear teacher, for all 
your help and the special ways in which you 
care.
Teachers like you are one in a million. Thanks 
for what you are and for the smiles you put on 
our faces. Thank you, dear teacher, for always 
being there. It’s a rare fortune to have a teacher 
like you.

• Teacher! You are my ideal. May be it was 
walking behind you, with your notebook bundle 
in my hand to the Teachers’ room that I started to 
follow you. May be it was one of those ‘can do 
better’ remarks in my copy that inspired me to do 
the best! Teacher, I don’t know when you 
became my ideal!

• Teacher, you are perfect. Not a single day goes 
by without my cherishing your advice and 
thinking of all the lessons you have taught and 
how you have influenced my life. So this wish 
comes your way with love and thanks, to say you 
are the best.

II. How to say it correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences.
1. No sooner does the teacher enter the class, the 

students greet him.
2. Hardly had he stepped out than it started raining 

heavily.
3. Those who are engaged in the teaching line are 

doing best services to the nation.
4. Work hard lest you may not fail.
5. I have come to the final conclusion that qat is a 

harmful habit.

Suggested answers to last week’s questions 
1. I am very glad to see you happy and smiling.
2. She is too beautiful not to attract the attention of 

a young man.

3. I predicted that all would go wrong without her.
4. I respect him because he is my father.
5. Make hay while the sun shines.

III. Increase Your Word Power
A) How to express it in one word
1. Not allowing the passage of light
2. A substance that kills insects
3. Occurring at the same time
4. An assembly of worshippers
5. An assembly of listeners

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. Government by officials: bureaucracy (n)
2. An absolute government: autocracy (n)
3. Conferred as an honor, or performed without 

payment: honorary (adj)
4. Of unknown or un admitted authorship: 

anonymous (adj)
5. Allowing the passage of rays of light: 

transparent (adj)

B) Foreign phrases and expressions
Give the sources of origin and meanings of the 
following:
1. danke, schoon 2. de boone grace 3. de facto
4. de jure 5. dei gratia.

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. Che Sara’ Sara’ (Italian): What will be will be
2. Cognito, ergo sum (Latin): I think, therefore I 

am.
3. Coiffeur (French): Hair dresser
4. Coup d’etat (French): Sudden, decisive blow in 

politics
5. Crime de la crime (French): Cream of the 

cream, the very best.

(C) Words commonly confused:
Bring out differences in meaning of the following 
pairs of words:
1. cite, site, sight. 2. flour, flower, floor.
3. hare, hair. 4. led, lead.
5. loath, loathe.

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. cession (n.) (the act of yielding property or 

rights by agreement): The British demanded the 
cession of the occupied territory.
session (n.) (a formal meeting of an 
organization): The Parliament’s budget session 
begins tomorrow.
cessation (n.) ( a short pause or a stop): Both 
sides agreed for a temporary cessation of 
fighting.

2. physic (n.) (medicine): The patient has been 
administered a dose of physic.
physique (n.) (the form and character of a 
human body): He maintains a strong physique.

3. pair (n.) (two things of the same kind): I bought 
a new pair of spectacles
pare (vt) (cut away the outer part): Will you 
please pare off the apple?

4 stationary (adj.) (not moving or changing ): The 
Earth is not stationary.
Stationery (n.) (writing materials): I went to a 
stationery shop to buy envelopes.

6- waist (n) (Part of the body between the ribs and 
the hips): You will have to reduce a lot of weight 
from your waist line.
waste (vt) (use without a good purpose): Don’t 
unnecessarily waste your time and energy.

(D) Phrases and Idioms
Illustrate the meanings of the following phrases in 
sentences:
1. pull through 2. put by 3. put off
4. rum through 5. see through

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. hold to (adhere to): He steadfastly holds to his

ideals
2. intrude upon (force oneself upon): I hope I 

didn’t intrude upon your privacy.
3. keep back (conceal): She keeps back nothing 

from me.
4. look upon (regard): We look upon you as our 

leader.
5. make over (transfer): He made over his property 

to a Charity.

IV) Grammar and Composition
A) Grammar
Fill in the blanks in the sentences below with 
‘although’, ‘even though’, ‘despite’, or ‘in spite of’ 
1. I recognised her at once, ___ the fact that I 

hadn’t seen her for a long time.
2. he wanted to go out to the market, he 

stayed in.
3. she said she didn’t know very much 

about flowers, she had the most beautiful garden.
4. having no formal training, she teaches 

with professionalism.
5. never having learned computer before, 

he soon picked it up when there was a need.

Suggested answers to last week’s questions:
1. My brother has been living in England for three 

years.
2. Do you have any idea about who made this 

statement?
3. My five-year-old daughter was very upset when 

her doll was broken.
4. The policeman asked him if he was sure that it 

was his car that had been stolen.
5. I’m afraid I can’t come and see you this evening. 

I have to stay at home and look after my little 
daughter.

B) Composition: Paragraph writing

Expand the idea contained in the saying
43. BOOKS ARE NO SUBSTITUTE FOR 

EXPERIENCE.

Last week’s topic:
42. BAD WORKMEN BLAME THE TOOLS.
Some people are quick to find fault in others and 
ignore their own shortcomings. They find it easy and 
convenient to shift responsibility from their 
shoulders for anything wrong. Such people never 
resort to introspective self-analysis and are content 
merely to pass the buck This is a very dangerous 
trend as it prevents one from identifying one’s own 
limitations and make efforts for self-improvement. A 
good, sensible, and conscientious worker, however, 
first looks into himself before raising eyebrows or 
pointing an accusing finger at others. Such persons 
apply a more open, positive and constructive attitude 
than those used to criticising others without doing 
self-analysis. So we should develop a proper 
mindset to accept our own responsibility before 
faulting others, for a flaw in any enterprise.

V) Pearls from the Holy Quran

“O mankind! Fear 
Your Guardian Lord 

Who created you 
From a Single Person, 

Created, out of it, 
His mate, and from them twain 

Scattered (like Seeds) 
Countless men and women; ...” 

Surat An-Nisa 4 Ayat 1.

VI) Words of wisdom
“The family is one of nature’s masterpieces”

—George Santayana

A letter to the teachers of English: 32

Test what 
you teach (1)

Dr..M.N.K.Bose 
(BOSE@y.net.ye) 
Associate Professor of 
English,
Faculty of Arts, Ibb.

Dear Fellow teachers,

T
he title of this letter is a 
dictum all of us should 
keep in mind when we test 
our students. Some of us at 
times use tests as an oppor­
tunity to display our scholarship and 

this most often baffles our students in 
the examination halls. Let’s avoid this 
and make our tests student-friendly.

Test, as you know, is the final step in 
our curriculum and it has several uses 
for us. The most important of all these 
uses is that a test gives us the necessary 
feedback and tells us if what we have 
taught has been understood by our stu­
dents. Without this feedback, we will 
most often be left without proper guid­
ance and direction. So it is almost like 
a compass to us and unless we make 
use of it well, we will be wasting a lot 
of time and resources.

You should test what you teach, 
because the objectives of testing are 
the same as those of teaching. What 
you aim at when you teach is what you 
are going to aim at when you test. It 
does not mean that the test should have 
all the exercises you give in the class 
and all the questions you ask in the 
class. It means that the test should test 
the language skills and language ele­
ments you have taught your students, 
of course in contexts different from the 
ones used in the classroom, and not 
what you have not taught in the class. 
The test items should be similar to the 
exercises but not the same as them.

Teaching and testing are like the two 
sides of a coin; one without the other is 
not much useful. They are interdepend­
ent in such a way that one helps the 
other; teaching prepares the students

for the test and the test provides the 
feedback for teaching. You can 
improve the teaching process with the 
help of this feedback, if necessary; it is 
a sort of cyclical process. If the teacher 
happens to be the tester, it is well and 
good, because the teacher knows the 
students and what has been taught and 
how much of it may have been learnt 
by the students. In your situation, you 
are the teacher and someone else, prob­
ably a senior teacher in the country is 
the tester; it doesn’t matter much. Who 
knows, you will be the tester one day, 
Insha Allah.

Researches in the field of testing 
have thrown light on many aspects of 
testing and the traditional testing pro­
cedure has been improved to a large 
extent. Several innovative methods of 
testing have been popularized in order 
to match those in the field of teaching. 
We now have communicative testing 
to go with communicative teaching, 
and a number of experiments in this 
area are going on. We also hear about 
group testing and testing with the help 
of computers etc.

Since the late 20th century and the 
beginning of this century, we have 
heard a lot about critical awareness and 
critical thinking in every field and test­
ing is no exception; researchers have 
been working towards critical testing. 
It is useful to be aware of the new 
developments in the field of testing, so 
that you can improve your testing pro­
cedure for the benefit of your students. 
I had an opportunity to look at some of 
the question papers used in the second­
ary school common examinations 
recently. My students in the Faculty of 
Education and I studied them closely 
and have found many interesting as 
well as disturbing things in them. I will 
write about them later.

Yours fraternally, 
Dr.M.N.K.Bose

A brief history 
of writing

By Dr. Bashar
Ghazi Askar 
basharaskar90@ 
hotmail.com

W
riting is an attempt 
at codifying speech 
sounds. Writing is 
the major tool by 
which man can 
record thoughts, feelings , events and 

pass them to others. In fact, writing 
followed speech by thousands of years. 
The earliest form of writing can be 
seen in cave paintings in which events 
were recorded through the use of pic­
tures.

It is believed that the earliest known 
system of writing was invented by the 
Sumerians in the southern part of Iraq 
some 6000 years ago. The 
Babylonians, Assyirians and other 
ancient peoples also used this system 
in other parts of the universe. It is 
called “ cuneiform” writing.” The 
word “ cuneiform” refers to the char­
acters used by those ancient folks. 
Thus a circle might represent the sun 
and animal’s picture represent the ani­
mal itself.

At a later stage, picture writing 
developed in which pictures began to 
represent ideas behind the objects as 
well as the objects themselves. This 
new type of picture -writing is called “ 
ideography.” In this sense, the circle 
might represent the sun as well as heat, 
light or other things associated with the 
sun whereas the eye with tear drops 
might refer to sadness or crying. In 
course of time, man learnt to express 
more complicated ideas through the 
same symbols.

Gradually the symbols used to repre­
sent ideas. Eventually objects began to 
be simplified and were made by a bone 
or a straight strokes and angles. The 
Sumerians used clay as a writing sur­
face and they pressed the tool onto it. 
This method of writing was much 
faster than if they were to scratch the 
clay.

The ancient Egyptians used hiero­
glyphic writing. In this system of writ­
ing, phonetic symbols were introduced 
when an ideogram stood for more 
than one word and referred to different 
ideas. The hieroglyphic writing con­
tained three elements: pictures, 
ideograms and phonetic symbols. Such 
writing systems appeared in ancient 
China and India, each civilization 
emerging from its own location and 
adding something new to the progress 
of the human civilization..

The alphabetic writing was invented 
at some point during the 18th or 17th 
century B.C. by the Phoenicians who 
inhabited the eastern Mediterranean 
region. Cuneiform script was written 
from left to right. whereas 
Hieroglyphic writing could be written 
in any direction.

It is believed that the word “ alpha­
bet” is of Semitic origin. It is a combi­
nation of two Phoenician characters: 
'alpha ‘(an ox’s head) and 'beta 
‘(house). The Phoenicians carried their 
alphabetic writing through trade to 
Europe where the Greek and later 
Roman characters developed.

Initially, all letters were produced in 
the same way. When printing was 
introduced, two kinds of script began 
to appear in most alphabets: print 
script for printing and cursive script for 
handwriting.

We wish our readers 
Eid Mubarak

mailto:ramakantasahu@yahoo.com
hotmail.com
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Yemenia honors
its distinguished 
agencies

Y
emen Airways
(Yemenia) honored last 
Wednesday 12
November its distin­
guished agents in an 

Iftar and dinner reception at the Taj 
Sheba Hotel in Sanaa.
The honored agencies represented the 
capital city along with Aden, Hodeidah, 
and Hadhramout.
The honoring ceremony comes in har­
mony with Yemenia's efforts in appreci­
ating the efforts of agencies that have 
shown superior performance in out­
standing customer service and efficient 
transaction handling. Through such 
events, the airline company is trying to 
strengthen its relations and contact with 
its agencies to discuss issues and work 
on finding ways to enhance any points 
of weaknesses felt in the past.
This strategy is based on the tendency 
to give agencies more authority and 
facilities to enable them to achieve bet­
ter.
The evaluation scheme was based on 
conditions made by Yemenia’s commer­
cial department to classify the agencies 
according to their activity, size, sales, 
quality of service, customer satisfac­
tion, and abidance by Yemenia regula­
tions. The honoring ceremony was 
reflected positively among the atten­
dants who felt that the event symbolizes 
the extraordinary development the air­
line has gone through, especially after 
bringing new modern aircrafts to serv­
ice.

Captain Abdulkhaliq Al-Qadhi, 
Chairman of Yemenia told journalists 
after the event that “through this honor­
ing ceremony, Yemenia would like to 
assert its commitment to further devel­
op its services and cope with other suc­
cessful companies in the world.” 
“This ceremony is solid evidence of the 
expansion witnessed in Yemenia’s 
boarder network of agencies, which was 
based on transparency and direct con­
tact without any ‘connections’. This has 
led to a major increase in our ticket 
sales.”
Al-Qadhi also stressed on the fact that

Yemenia has indeed witnessed tangible 
development recently despite the stag­
nancy witnessed in the global airlines 
industry in general, especially after 
9/11/2001, which resulted in the halting 
of international airlines. Through a 
wisely set strategy, Yemenia was able to 
strengthen its presence in a number of 
world countries including South East 
Asian countries, where our connections 
have achieved greatly. Our airline has 
also enhanced its aircrafts and customer 
services to record high levels. This will 
further be enhanced next years by 
adding two state-of-the-art A033 airbus 
aircrafts. This success will further be 
consolidated by Yemen’s move to adopt 
the BSB system, which all our agencies 
can use in order to enhance their servic­
es and hence bring Yemenia greater rep­
utation in the international airlines mar­
ket, as the BSB system will be compat­
ible with all other countries across the 
world.

Mr. Nabil Al-Faqih, Marketing 
Manager of Yemenia on the other hand, 
confirmed the reason behind the honor­
ing ceremony as being, “a means to 
express appreciation to distinguished 
agencies, and to encourage others to 
follow suit.”
Mr. Nabil said that the event symbol­
ized the attention and importance 
Yemenia gives to its agencies and to 
human resources, who are the major 
driving force to enhance quality servic­
es to customers and bring Yemenia its 
excellent reputation.

Awarded agencies
Sanaa Region
1- Intercontinental for Travel and 
Tourism
2- Universal Group of Companies
3- Watania for Travel and Tourism
4- Orbit for Travel and Tourism
5- Arab Horizons for Travel and 
Tourism
6- Mareb for Tourism and Travel
7- Sky for Travel and Tourism
8- Marjan for Travel
9- Samar for Tourism and Travel

Seyoun Region
1- Al-Ghana for Travel and Tourism

Mukalla Region
1- Al-Husseini for Travel and Tourism
2- Universal for Travel and Tourism

Hodeidah Region
1- Al-Waha for Travel and Tourism
2- Universal for Travel and Tourism

Captain Abdulkhaliq Al-Qadhi 
Chairman

Mr. Nabil Al-Faqih, 
Marketing Manager
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Businessmen and the rich are confused about whom to give Zakat to: 

Zakat confusion 
sweeps through Yemen

Welfare associations at mosques throughout the country were usually the 
most well-known Zakat collectors as people used to trust them to give the 
poor money. But the case isn’t so any more after the recent government’s 
actions to stop this from continuing

A major dispute emerged about 
Zakat (an Islamic taxation system) in 
the month of Ramadan between the 
government and welfare associa­
tions, which, to a large extent, 
depend on Zakat to carry out their 
social and cultural activities.

The government issued new 
orders to force businessmen and the 
rich to give Zakat to the government, 
which says it will use it for the wel­
fare of the poor people as Islamic 
states.

The move started when the pre­
mier ordered the ministries of 
finance and endowment to assess the 
Zakat percentage and know who will 
be obliged to pay it, and then collect 
it during the month of Ramadan.

The ministry of endowment then 
issued a fatwa stating that giving 
Zakat to the government is an obli­
gation that must be met by all those 
eligible, because according to the 
ministry's note, 'the government is 
according to Islam, the authorized 
entity to collect if.

The government used its authority 
to ensure the collection of Zakat by 
preventing any commercial deals or 
bids for governmental projects with­
out paying for it.

This followed stiff measures by 
the government to monitor accounts 
of businessmen and companies and 
prevent welfare associations from 
collecting Zakat from businessmen 
and companies.

"This has resulted in a chaotic sit­
uation and confused the business­
men who were in the past willing to 
give welfare associations money to 
give to the poor because of their 
trust.

But the government's actions have 
now deprived hundreds of thousands 
of poor families from those goods," a 
representative of one of the welfare 
associations said.

More than 400 welfare association 
have been subjected to scrutinizing 
monitoring by the authorities for not 
renewing their licenses and hence 
face the possibility of closure.

Meanwhile, government forces 
said that the steps taken so far have 
resulted in identifying and forcing 
business owners to pay Zakat after 
years of Zakat evasion, and hence 
provided the government's budget 
with significant amounts of money 
to give to the poor.
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