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Hard to celebrate poverty

When Eid’s joy 
turns to sorrow

By Yasser Al-Mayyasi 
Yemen Times Staff

Even though the Eid that 
concludes Ramadan is expect­
ed to be a time of joy and hap­
piness, and a blessing day for 
Muslims to gather with each 
other and have an enjoyable 
time after a month of worship­
ping and dedication to God; 
many in Yemen feel that it is a 
time of sorrow.

Eid’s extra burdens
This becomes the case 

because of the extra hard eco­
nomic burdens faced by most 
of those who live below the 
poverty line, and that consti­
tutes most of the population.

It is indeed a heartbreaking 
scene to look at poor children 
with filthy clothes and no food 
to eat walking around begging 
during Eid in a time they 
should be playing in the park 
with other children with joy 
and delight.

I remember talking once to 
a family that was begging 
pedestrians to provide them 
money for food and basic 
needs. “You see, we are only 
hoping that in this Eid, we will 
get enough food to eat and if 
our children could get a piece 
of meat during this Eid, then

that would be a blessing, the 
handicapped father told me.

There are times when the 
poor actually hate the Eid 
because they know that their

children and families would 
demand more money for 
expenses such as new clothes, 
food, and other items that they 
feel necessary for the Eid.

This of course means extra 
expenses that are not included 
in the salary received.

I was able to roam a neigh­
borhood in Sanaa and ask citi­

zens there about what they 
feel about Eid and came out 
with interesting conclusions.

Continued on Page 2

A Yemeni woman and other beggars, looks for a handout at the side of a vehicle in Sana’a. Begging is a common sight dur­
ing Ramadan and Eid. (Yemen Times photo by Jamil Abdul Karim)

Decorations by renowned artists

Sana'a prepares for big day
A few more weeks and the count 

down will start for Yemen's sleeping 
beauty to rise and shine.

Sana'a has been chosen to be next 
year's cultural capital of the Arab world.

The Ministry of Culture and Tourism 
in collaboration with relevant authori­
ties has prepared an interesting agenda 
for 2004.

The list includes cultural and artistic 
events such as theater plays, musical 
performances, exhibitions, fashion 
shows, book fairs, poetry and literature 
events.

Intellectuals from all the Arab and 
Islamic world will be invited to attend 
and participate in the events and joint 
exhibitions of cinema, theater, literature 
and arts will take place.

The capital secretariat is working 
continuously on construction restoration 
and infrastructure building had been in 

operation since a couple of months. 
Areas in the old city of Sana'a are being 
restored and new theaters and halls are 
being built around the country as well.

The Ministry of Culture and Tourism 
is going to issue a tourist and cultural 
guide of the city which will be available 
in tourist offices soon.

Meanwhile, a number of prominent 
Yemeni artists will be coming in the 
coming few weeks to turn the capital 
city, along with other areas in the coun­
try, into an artistic portrayal of the 
republic of Yemen.

The artists will be painting a number 
of walls and buildings and make statues 
and symbols to be presented during the 
celebrations. The aim of these activities 
is to give a wonderful and new look to 
the capital city in a way that reflects 
Yemen's rich heritage, colorful culture, 
and glorious history.
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An occasion for joy
All those whom I met agree that the 

Eid is an important religious occasion 
in which social relations, visits to rel­
atives, and abandoning of envies 
should be the priority. They focused 
on the need for the rich to take advan­
tage of this time in helping the poor 
and vulnerable to create happiness in 
their lives. It is quite difficult for any 
human being to celebrate with lavish 
food and fancy luxuries while know­
ing that the poor are sleeping hungry.

Nasser, a taxi driver in Sanaa said 
that he believes that Eid is an opportu­
nity to spend happy time with families 
and relatives. But he adds, “Today, 
conditions are so desperate that eid’s 
days do not have their mystical feeling 
any more.

Many cannot travel to their family 
because they could not provide 
enough money for travel expenses and 
provide family members with clothes, 
gifts, and other things. I personally 
prefer staying here rather than going 
empty handed.”

Fadhil, a guard at one of the compa­
nies in Sanaa said that he also had to 
stay in the city and not travel to his 
family and relatives in the village. “I 
cannot leave because my work does 
not permit this.

I have to stay and work here despite 
my utmost desire to go and see my 
family. But I have no option because 
this is the only way I can make a liv­
ing. Besides, my salary is so low that I 
cannot afford travel and Eid expens­
es.” Fadhil had to hold on tight to his 

low-paying job because of scarce job 
opportunities and very high unem­
ployment rate.

“I can see that the gap between the 
poor and rich has become bigger than 
any time before.” he concluded.

Hopes to cover essentials
Hassan Ali, a carpenter, said pover­

ty has taken its toll and made him 
along with many others he knew. “Our 
large families and many expenses 
make it impossible for us to spend any 
rial on non-necessary items. Job con­
ditions are very tough and income 
coming from demanding occupations 
such as carpentry is barely enough to 
cover the very basic and essential 
needs, and Eid requires so many 
expenses.

We have been trying so hard to gain 
as much income as possible during 
Ramadan to cover those expenses, and 
I am sure we will not cover them all.”

Just as all surveyed persons agreed 
that eid should be a time for joy, they 
all agreed that economic conditions 
nowadays make this joy disappear 
from the lives of most of the poor, who 
suffer more every year.

Yet again, it is fortunate that chil­
dren, even those of the poor can still 
enjoy Eid with their innocence as they 
play in the streets or public parks with 
very little money, and sometimes no 
money at all. They are the ones whom 
the Eid is dedicated for and all pray 
that they will continue to enjoy it 
regardless of the economic conditions 
lived by their families. A poor Yemeni family: one of many in the country finding it hard to celebrate. YT file photo.

A Yemen Times series on great Islamic figures

Abu Bakr: A man 
for all seasons

By Sulaiman M. al-Haboob
For the Yemen Times

Abu Bakr, may God be pleased 
with him, was a contemporary during 
the pre-lslamic epoch.

He was among the first to believe in 
Mohammed's message and of the new 
Islamic religion during the emergence 
of Islam.

He took part in the story of 
Zamzam digging well, his journey to 
Bilad al-Sham, (now called, Palestine, 
Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon), and is also 
known for getting married to 
Khadeejah Bint Khowailed.

He dedicated himself to buying 
slaves, and as a result of this, thou­
sands of slaves were converted to 
Islam.

His daughter was recruited by him 
to carry food to Hera cave outside 
Mecca.

He was the first man also to pray 
inside his house, in order to be cau­
tious of evil acts performed by disbe­
lievers.

By God's will, he could learn the 
basics of the new Islamic religion and 
manners of good treatment. He was 

gifted with the good of the present life 
and the reward of the Last Judgment.

He accompanied the prophet 
Mohammed, PBUH, to Medina, the 
first city where he was accepted as the 
Prophet and where his tomb is locat­
ed.

The Holy Qura'an as well as the 
Sunna has immortalized his heroic 
deeds, may God be pleased with him.

He was nominated as the first 
caliph after the prophet's death 
Mohammed.

He played a pioneering role in 
solidifying the foundations of Islam 
after the death of the prophet includ­
ing securing Zakah.

He fought apostates and sent 
Islamic armies for conquering.

He also prepared armies for Osama 
Ibn Zaid and then to Khaled Ibn al- 
Waleed to defeat the apostates and 
then headed towards Iraq and Bilad 
al-Sham, (now called Syria, Palestine 
and Iraq)

He paid keen attention to collect 
Qura'an's verses in consultation with 
Omar Ibn al-Khattab, the second 
caliph after Abu Bakr, may god be 
pleased with them.

Abdullah Ibn Abbas, may God be 
pleased with him said: 'Abu Bakr, 
may God have mercy upon him, was 
for the Qura'an a reciter, for declina­
tion an evader, for atrocity a forgetter, 
for abominable action, a prohibitor, 
for his religion a conversant, for God 
afraid, for night a worshipper, for day 
a faster, for his life a pacifist, for jus­
tice determined, for favor an admirer 
and doer, for strength thankful, for 
going and coming back a glorifier. He 
was pious, ascetic, and pure.'

Military Islamic armies and detach­
ments were sent by Abu Bakr for one 
of the strongest military powers in the 
world at that time, Persia and Rome.

It is undoubtedly, the trust and con­
fidence in God, religion, and the 
Prophet's message that is behind the 
rise for celestial teachings in the dark­
ness of the Earth.

This manifests itself through justice 
and forgiveness of Islam and its toler­
ant teachings.

He built an Islamic democratic state 
without resources or potentials.

We are in dire need of his rule these 
days! May God have mercy upon him

A brief review of Islam’s tenets

Solidarity is key to Islam
By Dr. Manea Al-Hazmi
For The Yemen Times

Solidarity or joint liability in Islam 
reflects the unity of Muslims in all 
aspects of life. It shows mutual respon­
sibility among Muslim brothers and 
sisters.

Sharing brotherhood among 
Muslims in Al-Madina was the first 
social reform achieved by the prophet 
Mohammad. Peace Be Upon Him, 
after his arrival to Al-Madina.

The Prophet, (PBUH) made broth­
erhood between Al-Mohajreen and Al- 
A’nsars (two tribes in Al-Madina).This 
brotherhood exceeded the imagination 
of any social reform in the world 
because every one used to ask his 
brother to share his wealth.

In fact, Al-Mohajreen and Al- 
A’nsars in Al-Madina were enemies to 
each other but after they embraced 
Islam they became brethren.

Allah Said: “And hold fast , all of 
you together, to the Rope of Allah, and 
be not divided and remember Allah’s 
favour on you. you were enemies but 
He joined your hearts together and by 
his Grace you became brethren and 
you were on the brink of a pit of Fire 
and He saved you from 
it”Qur’an,3:103.

Believers are helpers, supporters, 
friends and protectors. This mutual 
responsibility is stressed in Qura’n and 
Hadith.

Allah said: “ The believers are one 
another and enjoin good deeds and for­
bid evil deeds”Qur’an,9:71 .The 
prophet said: “Every one of you is a 
protector and guardian of his immedi­
ate charge and is responsible for the 
actions of those people who are com­
mitted to his charge” narrated by 
Bukhari and Muslim.

Muslims reach high level of Iman 
(faith) when they wish for their broth­
ers what they wish for themselves. The 
Prophet Mohammad peace be upon 
him said: “ None of you truly believes 
until he wishes for his brother what he 
wishes for himself" narrated by 
Bukhari and Muslim. Muslims will not 
enter Paradise until they believe and 
they will not believe until they love 
each other.

Solidarity in Islam starts at the 

family level. Strong relations among 
the family members comes by the 
orders of Allah and his messenger. 
Allah said: “And We have enjoined on 
man (to be dutiful and good) to his par­
ents. His mother bore him in weakness 
and hardship upon weakness and hard­
ship, and his weaning is in two years- 
give thanks to Me and to your parents. 
Unto Me is the final 
destination.”Qur’an,31:14

Since mother suffers more in preg­
nancy and in taking care of her kids, 
she has the greatest right. A man asked 
the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) 
"Who has the greatest right over me? 
The Prophet replied “Your mother. And 
he asked “Who is next? Prophet replied 
“Your mother. Then he asked “Who is 
next? The Prophet replied “Your moth­
er. Then he asked “who is next? The 
Prophet replied “Your father,” as nar­
rated by Bukhari and Muslim.

In fact, disobedience of parents is 
one of the major sins. The Prophet 
(PBUH) said “Among the major sins 
are : Association of any body with 
Allah, disobedience to parents, killing 
of a person, and taking a false oath,” 
narrated by Bukhari.

The Muslim should have good 
relations with his family and relatives 
by visiting them or helping them. 
Allah said: “ Give the kinsman his due, 
and the needy, and the poor and to the 
wayfarer, but spend not wastefully in 
the manner of a spendthrift” 
Qur’an,17:26.

Any one who breaks relations with 
his/her family he/she will be in danger. 
The Prophet Mohammad peace be 
upon him said “ He who breaks off the 
ties of blood will not enter paradise” 
narrated by Bukhari and Muslim.

Solidarity in Islam extends from 
the family to the neighbors and to the 
whole society. Islam advises the 
Muslim to be good not only to his/her 
family but also to his/her neighbor and 
to provide any needed help.

Allah said: “ Worship Allah and 
join none with Him(in worship); and 
do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, 
Al-Masakin (the poor ), the neighbor 
who is near of kin, the neighbor who is 
a stranger, the companion by your side, 
the wayfarer (you meet), and those 
(slaves) whom your right hands pos­

sess. Verily, Allah does not like such as 
are proud and boastful.” Qur’an,4:36. 
Also the Prophet said “let he who 
believes in Allah and the last day be 
kind to his neighbor," narrated by 
Bukhari and Muslim.

Islam stressed the right of the 
neighbors to a great point. The Prophet 
(PBUH) said “ Gabriel advised me to 
do good to the neighbor to the point I 
almost thought he would eventually 
advise me to make my neighbor my 
heir” narrated by Bukhari and Muslim. 
He who is bad to his neighbor is not a 
truly believer and his faith is incom­
plete and he is not a perfect Muslim.

Islam has many acts of worship 
that result in achieving solidarity in the 
Muslim society such as: prayer , zakat 
(obligatory charity),Fasting of 
Ramadan and pilgrimage.

Prayer is the second pillar of Islam. 
Muslims perform prayer in the 
mosques five times day and night. This 
daily gathering strengthens relations 
among Muslims in the neighborhood.

Zakat (obligatory charity) is the 
third pillar of Islam. Obligatory charity 
and volunteer charity in Islam is a 
manifestation of social mutual respon­
sibility among Muslims. So the 
wealthy sympathize with the poor and 
the poor love the wealthy.

Fasting of Ramadan is the forth 
pillar of Islam. Fasting of Ramadan 
makes Muslims share the suffering of 
their Muslims brothers and leads the 
rich to spend on the poor, thus builds a 
strong relations in the Muslim society.

Pilgrimage is the fifth pillar of 
Islam. Pilgrimage (Hajj) represents an 
annual meeting where Muslims from 
all over the world gather in Makka 
once a year to perform the rites of Hajj.

This gathering is an example of 
Muslims solidarity. All distinctions 
(nationality, wealth, class, color) disap­
pear among all Muslims in pilgrimage. 
All of them wear the same clothes and 
greet each other with the greeting of 
Islam.

Finally, solidarity in Islam is an act 
of worship dedicated to get Allahs’ 
pleasure. Therefore, Muslims share 
responsibility with their brothers and 
sisters to reach their Lord’s satisfaction 
in this life and to get His Paradise in 
the hereafter.
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The British's warm 
welcome for Bush

LONDON, (Reuters) - George W. 
Bush and Queen Elizabeth lookalikes 
in an open-top coach, a giant inflatable 
missile and a pink “peace tank” wound 
through London on Nobember 19 in a 
cavalcade of protest against the U.S. 
president.
The march was a colourful prelude to 
demonstrations on Thursday, when 
some 100,000 people were expected to 
take to the capital’s streets to express 
their anger about the war in Iraq.
“I’m ashamed to be British. I’m 
ashamed (prime minister) Tony Blair 
and the Queen are entertaining this 
megalomaniac,” said Cherry Bennet, 
40, a scriptwriter from London.
“I’m not a mad left-winger,” she said. 
“I’m middle England.” Bennet was 
among hundreds of people gathered on 
the south bank of the River Thames, 
where the “Alternative State 
Procession” kicked off a day of oppo­
sition on the streets to the U.S.-led war 
in Iraq, and Britain’s participation in it. 
Security concerns meant Bush himself 
missed out on the traditional open-car­

riage parade along the Mall by 
Buckingham Palace, where hundreds 
of protesters massed at nightfall.
Police were out in force to ensure they 
did not breach a cordon in front of 
Queen Elizabeth’s central London 
home, where Bush was spending the 
second of three nights in Britain.
Kate, from Devon, over 100 miles 
away, said she too planned to stay all 
night.
“Bush should go. He causes destruc­
tion. He destroys property, people, the 
environment.
He is a global menace.” It was mostly 
a frustrating day for protesters, who 
tried in vain to catch a glimpse of Bush 
as security men whisked him from one 
engagement to the next.
Police announced 22 arrests, all for 
minor offences.

STREET THEATRE
Across town, the cavalcade rumbled 

away, led by a horse-drawn carriage 
carrying the celebrity lookalikes. 
Behind the coach was an 18-foot-long 

inflatable Trident missile and a pink 
“peace and love tank”, driven by a 
young boy.
Police estimated the number of demon­
strators in the parade at 350, although 
organisers said the turnout was higher. 
A black London cab represented “taxi 
drivers against the war”, and a red 
London bus advertised its route as 
London-Baghdad.
Some dressed as U.N. weapons inspec­
tors; others poured red dye into the 
water of a Trafalgar Square fountain to 
represent blood spilt in Iraq.
“This is really street theatre symbolis­
ing all the different elements of the 
peace movement." said Lindsey 
German of the Stop the War Coalition, 
one of the organisers.
Airline worker Dawn Totten, 50. said 
she had flown from her home in the 
United States to join the protest. "I 
came all the way from San Francisco 
because demonstrations go unrecog­
nised and unreported there." Her mes­
sage for Bush? “I’d like to tell him to 
stay here.”

British police officers, directing the security operation surrounding the visit of U.S. President George W. Bush, 
watch monitors showing CCTV (closed-circuit television) and news images in the control room at New Scotland 
Yard in London, November 19, 2003. Bush is in the UK for a four-day official state visit. REUTERS

Protesters against the state visit by U.S. President George W. Bush march through London, November 19, 2003.
Protesters made their way through London on Wednesday demonstrating against the U.S. president’s visit to 
Britain. REUTERS

Yemenia Flights 
to Taiz resumed
Yemen Airways 
(Yemenia) 
announces that 
starting from the 21st of November 
2003, all its regular flights to and 
from Taiz International Airport are 
now resumed, including domestic 
and international flights.
Yemenia also announces that all its 
offices will be open daily in the 
cities of Taiz and Sanaa, and its 
staff is happy to provide service to 
all customers.

VACANCY
The Local Establishment for Water and Sanitation in the 
governorate of Taiz announces a vacancy for a Project 
Manager for the water and sanitation project in Taiz City, 
which is part of the civil cities project funded by the 
World Bank.
The applicant must meet the following conditions: 

1-Have a masters or bachelor degree
2-Be proficient in reading and writing English lan­

guage
3-Able to communicate with foreign companies and 

donors in English language.
4-Able to use computers.
5-Has previous experience in supervising similar proj­

ects.

Whoever finds himself fit for this post and meets the 
mentioned requirements can apply to the establishment’s 
administration with his resume and documents proving 
his qualifications and experience in a period no later than 
15 days after the date of this vacancy announcement.

Establishment for Water and Sanitation - Taiz
Tel: 211889, 211891, 211893 Fax: 212323 - Email:
TWSLC@Y.NET.YE

mailto:TWSLC@Y.NET.YE
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YT Business
Yemen's investment up 

from same period in 2002
By Yemen Times Staff

The total number of projects licensed 
by the State Authority of Investment 
from June to September 2003 amounted 
to about 92 projects, at an investment 
cost of YR 66.9 billion, with fixed 
assets of YR 56.3 billion, providing 
2,914 job opportunities.

According to the authority, the cost of 
investment projects increased during 
the period from July-September 2003 
compared to the same period of last 
year by around YR 40.4 billion.

Sources at the authority attributed the 
rise in projects cost to the kind of strate­
gic projects, especially the license 
granted to establishment of two cement 
factories in the governorates of 
Hadramout and Lahj.

The industrial sector has occupied the 
first place in investment as the cost of 
such projects amounted to YR 60.1 bil­
lion, including 39 projects, rating 95% 
of the total projects during the period 
July-September 2003.

The sector of services occupied the 
second place with 26 projects at a cost 
of YR 3.6 billion, while the agricultural 
sector came the third with 16 projects 
worth YR 1.9 billion and the tourist sec­
tor gained 11 projects worth YR 1.2 bil­
lion.

The main center of the authority in 
Sana'a is still having the lion’s share of 
total projects licensed, reaching 52 proj­
ects worth YR 63 billion and providing 
2,040 job opportunities for the same 

above period.
Branches of the investment authority 

in governorates have granted licenses 
for projects totaling 40 projects worth 
YR 3.9 billion, and providing about 874 
job opportunities.

Statistics of the authority indicate that 
the total number of projects licensed in 
the period March 1992-September 2003 
reached 4,540 projects worth YR 893.5 
billion with fixed assets of YR 82.8 bil­
lion, providing 146,800 job opportuni­
ties.

Despite the fact that the investment 
movement and influx of capitals into 
Yemen has been hurt by terror incidents 
and the war in Iraq, the Yemeni govern­
ment has taken some speedy treatments 
to attract capitals of Yemeni expatriates 
in the GCC and Islamic states, especial­
ly in Malaysia and Indonesia.

Sources of the State Authority of 
Investment confirm that hope was 
renewed in influx of capitals into the 
Free Zone in Aden after the government 
had ended the contract of running it by 
Yeminvest, and that the delay that over­
shadowed the investment process 
would be changed into a development 
during the coming period under the 
state of stability Yemen is now enter­
taining.

The Yemeni government had intro­
duced some amendments to the law of 
investment granting local and Arab 
investors more facilities and guarantees 
and taxation and customs exemptions

Despite the shock of the Aden Free Zone collapse under Yeminvest, the Aden Free Zone is still considered to have major potential, to even bring more 
investments to the country from all over the world.

Developing economies, globalization 
and the World Trade Organization

By Dr Abdulla Awadh Nasser

The term "Globalization" came as an 
extension of an old worldly vision that is 
not void of defects accompanying it. It is 
a phenomenon that grew at the beginning 
of the AD 19 century adopted then by the 
big powers: Britain, France, and 
Portugal. The old colonialist countries 
were invading the world countries by 
military campaigns aimed at exploiting 
them (politically and economically), as 
the main goal was then an economic one 
and after the end of the colonialist period 
and tendency of oppressed peoples to lib­
eration and independence and the end of 
colonization in many backward coun­
tries. But those demands that continued 
throughout the seventies of the last centu­
ry did not meet success despite of their 
significance. At the beginning of the '90s 
of the last century the United States of 
America appeared as an unopposed 
power in taking the initiative of leading 
the world in the wake of the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and the end of the cold 
war period. The introductions of global­
ization were the stunning technological 
developments reached by countries of the 
capitalist West and consuming habits the 
western media began promoting for as 
the globalization has been linked to the 
revolution in communications and infor­
mation that changed the world into a 
"universal village".

In its general concept the globalization 
includes economy, culture, media, com­
munications and information and other 
aspects.

As regards economy for instance glob­
alization is concerned within internation­
al economic relations outside the state 
and its control. And according to this 
vision that prevails over the mechanism 
of supply and demand of the market or 
markets in the world as this includes var­
ious goods, products and capitals. 

Globalization is also concerned with 
abolishing national characteristics as 
trading relations are fulfilled without bor­
ders or obstacles deserve to be mentioned 
such as lifting protectionism and customs 
duties. The information revolution has 
led globalization towards removing the 
borders and transfer of goods and infor­
mation in all fields and connecting their 
owners and producers with their con­
sumers in various parts of the world 
closely through the bases and rules of the 
World Trade Organisation and amazing 
technological developments and informa­
tion the industrial countries have 
achieved and accumulation of wealth and 
money of the multi-national companies 
that are looking for new areas for invest­
ment outside their home countries.

WTO
The World Trade Organisation (WTO) 

came in 1995 as an extension of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
that was founded in 1948 and it has 
passed several stages during which it was 
permeated with differences and contra­
dictions between the states that were 
behind the establishment of International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank for 
reconstruction. Continuation of differ­
ences inside the GATT was behind the 
failure of the third leadership of the pil­
lars of the international economic system.

The GATT task was confined to con­
cluding bilateral and multi-lateral trade 
and tariffs agreements between the 23 
states that founded it including a limited 
number o developing countries. During 
the period 1948-'94 the world had wit­
nessed eight negotiating rounds, among 
them the three rounds related to liberation 
of merchandise trade and removing of 
non-tariffs hindrances in addition to alle­
viating customs restraints. GATT rounds 
continued successively but it had 
imposed in its annexes new commit­

ments, the more prominent of which was 
what had been achieved by declaring the 
foundation of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) that replaced the 
GATT although it had been announced n 
Marrakech in 1995.

Perhaps we are in need of knowing 
about the backgrounds of the conflicts 
that had begun in the fifties between the 
group of industrialized countries and the 
developing countries and problems f the 
trading system. A call by leaders of a 
number f developing countries had 
appeared in 1964 for linking the question 
of liberation of trade to development in 
the developing backward countries. Out 
of the call resulted a new framework reg­
ulating the trade relationship out a devel­
opment perspective known by the name 
of UN Conference for Trade And 
Development (UNCTAD), affiliated to 
the UN. The most outstanding results 
produced by the conflicts, whether 
between the advanced countries or their 
stands altogether against the developing 
countries were:

-drop in rate of economic growth and 
drop in rate of international trade,

-drop in exports of raw commodities
- drop in aid offered to the developing 

countries.
The foundation of the WTO in 

Marrakech in 1995 was not without 
shortcomings and differences. A number 
of problematics appeared in the new 
international trading system itself and the 
gap of contradictions increased between 
the developing countries and the 
advanced countries in the ministerial con­
ferences of the WTO. And since the peri­
od 1996-2001, the latest of which was the 
4th ministerial conference in Doha. Since 
the first and the second conferences 
1996-1998 the advanced countries began 
backing off in their stands regarding 
questions agreed upon in Uruguay 
Round. They instead had adopted stands 

in favour of the industrialized countries 
such as full competition and linking the 
international trade to criteria of interna­
tional labour, environment and interna­
tional electronic trade and others.

The organisation had categorized 
world countries into advanced, develop­
ing and less developed and gave each cat­
egory a fixed grace period during which 
they should fulfill requisites of their 
accession to the WTO began in 1995. The 
grace period was six years for the devel­
oped countries, eight years for the devel­
oping countries and ten years for the 
under-developed ones.

Main differences inside the WTO
1-Difference between the USA, EU 

and Japan
-The EU support of European farmers 

with $ 70 billion as the U.S. insists on 
abolishing the support.

On the other hand, there is the differ­
ence between Japan, South Korea and 
some Asian countries on the one hand 
and the United States on the law of fight­
ing flooding imposed by America to pro­
tect its products.

-The dispute on liberating the geneti­
cally modified foods as the United States 
insists on passing on those foods while 
Europe rejects that.

- Dispute on then question of labour 
and observing criteria of international 
labour: wages, working hours, prohibi­
tion of child labour, all this related to 
developing countries.

- Agreement on communications 
signed by 65 states.

- Agreement on financial services 
signed on by 70 states.

- Agreement on decreasing customs 
duties signed on by 40 states.

WTO policies on developing coun­
tries, with Yemen as an example

No doubt some of the developing 
countries have scrambled to obtain mem­

bership of the WTO whose member 
states exceeded 130 states, especially 
countries from East and South-East Asia 
that have a regional grouping besides 
their membership of the WTO.

Some Arab countries are demanding 
their accession to the organisation and 
other some are on their way but without 
having achieved their Arab regional enti­
ty

These countries, with limited excep­
tions, would rush to join the WTO indi­
vidually without basics protecting them.

The industrialized states have man­
aged to define dividing international 
labour by placing developing countries in 
a certain angle in that they limited activi­
ty of the developing countries to exports 
of raw materials to the industrialized 
states and neglecting development in 
many developing countries. The WTO 
have set impracticable conditions for 
accepting accession of the developing 
countries:

- liberation of trade and freedom of 
markets under trade non-equality 
between the advanced and the developing 
countries,

-carrying out economic, financial and 
monetary reforms, among them privatiza­
tion of public sector properties and 
changing them into a private sector and 
floating local currency, lifting govern­
ment subsidy to commodities and servic­
es necessary for the poor,

-issuing legislation and laws for invest­
ment and freedom of economic and trade 
activities,

-shrinking the state economic responsi­
bility and concentrating on security and 
defense only,

-linking aid and loans to rescheduling 
debts and implementing a program eco­
nomic, financial and administrative 
reform.

Yemen has since 1995 adopted the pro­
gram for economic and financial reform 

to fulfill what is required from it in man;
areas such as:

privatization: about 70 public secto 
institutions have been privatized in th 
first stage, included important economic 
and services establishments despite the 
essential mistakes it has faced during the 
implementation action,

-lifting government subsidy frorr 
major food commodities and services 
such as electricity, benzene and diesel 
the lifting has been done inn five doses 
over five successive years, despite of its 
negative impact on the poor and the dete­
riorated living standard,

-reducing the volume of the state 
responsibility in employment and reduc­
ing the size of the state administrative 
machinery and its utilities under a state of 
high unemployment in the Yemeni socie­
ty by 35% and poverty at 40%,

-floating the national currency and 
deterioration of its exchange value 
against foreign currencies, from 50 
rials/dollar in to 170 rial/dollar during 
the period 1996-2000. Prices of all goods 
have then skyrocketed.

freedom of foreign trade and opening 
the markets to foreign imports and lifting 
protection of local industrial and agricul­
tural and other products,

-raising income taxes to 16-20% and 
consumer taxes to 10% and also duties o 
services offered by the state,

-the state discarding of any economic 
developmental activity and giving the 
private sector a percentage of 60.2% of 
investments of development plan and 
limiting the state development activities 
within its modest capabilities.

Dr Abdulla Awadh Nasser is head oj 
the Economic Office of the YSP.

This article was first published in the 
Shoun al-Asr Magazine, a publication 
of the Yemeni Centre for Strategic 
Studies.
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Words of Wisdom

One of the major problems of 
Yemen is that there is no way of 
identifying the true worth of an 
individual in terms of knowledge 
and know-how. All levels of exami­
nations in schools have lost their 
meaning, and they have become 
hollow procedures. Cheating is 
rampant, evaluation is less than 
objective and thorough, and grades 
are "adjusted and readjusted” long 
after the results are announced.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999) 
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR 
OPINION

Who will pay?

B
ooking back to how the Iraq war started, 
and seeing the devastating costs so far, 
a question arises: "who will pay for the 
consequences?”

Let us assume all the plans made before the war 
turned to ashes, none of the objectives were met, and 
the US has failed to reconstruct Iraq, and that it had to 
withdraw after painful attacks, one after another. Who 
will pay for all this mess?

First of all, let us see what is there to be paid.
Yes indeed, the lives of hundreds of US service­

men and billions of US dollars spent. Then the most 
important of all, the cost that the war has caused to the 
reputation of the US around the world. Such are 
among the things that need to be paid.

But wait. Other nations lost a lot too. Who will pay 
for the inflicted damage on them?

Looking at Iraq alone, tremendous losses were 
seen in lives and property. This makes Iraq a victim of 
false decisions committed by the US administration 
and supported by the US public opinion. Who is to 
bare the expenses of rebuilding Iraq? Who will make 
up for the thousands of Iraqis who died in the war, and 
for the thousands who are now impaired or handi­
capped, and who have had their lives destroyed by US 
bombs and missiles?

That is not all. There are the prices to be paid for 
the so-called allies who supported the US-led war. 
Those include the United Kingdom, Italy, Spain, 
Poland, and other countries. Those have had their sol­
diers killed and injured, and have spent a lot of money 
in terms of military and politics to support the war.

If the war doesn’t achieve its objectives, who will 
pay for their losses?

The situation is quite complicated, and the overall 
estimated amount could reach hundreds of billions of 
dollars. The world has become, according polls and 
surveys, a more dangerous world after Bush’s war on 
terror started in Afghanistan and Iraq. The whole 
world now suffers. And the world’s losses cannot be 
calculated.

So who will pay? “The US administration” could 
be answer of some readers. Yes, that may be correct. 
The US administration decided to go to war, and it is 
the one who decided to send troops and get approvals 
for funds for the war and its aftermath construction 
period.

Nevertheless, the administration didn’t do it alone. 
It was done with the help of various bodies that are 
called ‘intelligent’ bodies such as the FBI and CIA. 
They all participated in bringing about the illusion 
about Iraq’s alleged WMDs and so called ‘threat to 
world peace,' and sometimes called ‘danger facing the 
free world’. Shouldn’t they at least partially pay for 
what happened?

But then again, there are more who who paved the 
way. They are the congressmen in the US senate. They 
are also to blame. However, one needs not to forget 
that they are merely representatives of the people, who 
supported the war from the first glimpses of it. I 
remember times I would watch Americans chanting on 
TV that Saddam must go because he is a threat to the 
world. Others suggested that Saddam is the sponsor 
and financer of Al-Qaeda, so terminating him means 
destroying the terrorist organization’s basis. There 
were millions of Americans who thought that Saddam 
and al-Qaeda were related, and that's what polls said. 
But where did they get this information from?

A simple answer: The media. The US media was 
able to picture things in a different way and bring sym­
pathy and support of US citizens to the war. I remem­
ber times when the Fox News Channel (the highest rat­
ing channel during the war in the USA) used to inter­
fere when anyone criticized the war and tried to show 
how “naive” that person is.

Hence, in my opinion, the American media is to 
blame for most of what happened. But then we come 
to the fundamental question about the media. Who 
owns and controls the media in the USA? Which 
group owns most of the US networks?

This is the question I want to leave to our readers 
to research and figure out an answer for. When they 
get the right answer, then they would have found the 
missing part of the chain.

Next week: Lessons we should learn

The Editor

US also makes Yemenis dispute among each other

Yemen, US and 
mysterious plans

By Mohammed Assabri

I
t seems that mysterious plans are now being draft­
ed concerning the relations between the US gov­
ernment and the Yemeni government. It has been 
showed to conceal their joint details because of 
being preplanned, and that possible negative 
actions are the focus of their discussions.

In a pervious topic, we had no intention of going into 
details, but some of the incidents which have been made 
sure of along with other hidden obscurities that also have 
been explained in given geographical locations convey two 
main themes which deserve consideration and attention.

In some of those incidents, which we get accustomed to, 
knew and heard them, the interest of US diplomats seems 
to be alert of being not criticized about the nature of mili­
tary or security cooperation with nations and Arab regimes 
in the region.

What they have aimed for is just mere balderdash, non­
sense praise, sharp or violent criticism for the ruling regime 
mainly, the society’s defects as well as weaknesses of the 
clan or tribal power.

The devil’s role in this regard manifests itself in that the 
American diplomacy has employed those activities in a 
better way through indirect means to the government and 
the opposition.

Among those are gaining further official concessions 
towards issues and files where both the ruler and the oppo­
sition will disagree if a discussion or question is raised to 
between the opposition and the ruling party.

As for what has been believed by rulers in Yemen 
towards meetings the opposition with the Americans will 
not exceed the notion of conspiracy or treason against the 
authority.

This is not only enough; they are also treated as traitors 
or hirelings shamefacedly.

The worst thing of the political decline manifests itself 
through the ecstatic atmosphere on the part of the American 
and their pride, because they are considered themselves as 
makers of the Yemeni-Yemeni disputes and that sort of 
decline.

The other devil’s actions is represented by the financial 
allocations to train the security and army officers on how to 
detain, storm into, or kill if the need arises.

Mostly, such training has been and will be for officers 
and soldiers, which is financed by the US in accordance 
with its policies and objectives and then humiliating and 
treating them brutally.

Such descriptions have been uttered by some of the mil­
itary trainees in those military training courses.

The second aspect of the US-funded assistance is repre­
sented by the support of the civil societies and democratic 
human rights. This kind of assistance has been currently 
centered on governorates adjoining the Saudi borders, the 
first oil producing country in the world.

It is widely known that those governorates are notorious 
for their extreme resistance to any modern change in their 
tribal structure or updating processes in their social devel­
opments.

The most perceivable thing is the continuous and wel­
comed facets of the internal disunity between the authority 
and the opposition on one hand and the oligarchy and the 
majority of the ruled on the other.

This is represented by issuing a statement by the main 
opposition parties in the beginning of the last month, 
(October), calling the state for disclosing the nature of the 
security agreements signed with the US pertaining to the

so-called anti-terror war.
It is undoubtedly a strange thing, particularly after 3- 

year elapse of the official emergence of the Yemeni-US 
security cooperation.

The other details of the devil acts are considered to be 
one of the gravest conditions.

Hundreds of photos and images are seen by citizens con­
cerning by the barbarian genocide acts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and their prejudice to their policies to support 
their counterparts in the occupied land.

Similarly, there are other suspected minority in the 
power and some others are either against or in favor of the 
US interests or at least defend them.

The aforementioned incidents signify to pay more con­
centration on intelligence and to follow the loyalists and 
owners of the ill-gotten gains.

All in all, nothing will be positively achieved and objec­
tives are turning from bad to worse.

The first long-term objective is represented by main­
taining the contradictory situations and other factors which 
lead to instability, insincerity and thoughtlessness to the 
interests of the two ruling regimes, Sana’a and Washington.

The US officials neither have had the willingness for 
their vital interests which has been characterized by fraud 
and falsification, nor our officials here who transgress this 
matter for defaming their real identity or treason for their 
country.

The second thing, which is permanent, is the concentra­
tion of developing the culture of the oligarchy. Whatever its 
prestigious position is, the nominated members of the oli­
garchy in the state have all the earmarks of a given defect 
or eccentricity which are one of the most serious earmarks.

The upcoming precarious problems stem from the slow­
footed Yemeni-US relations undergone within the frame­
work of achieving paralleled objectives between the ruling 
plutocracy through indirect methods. It is said that birds of 
the same feather flock together.

Through hidden obscurity and mistrust, which pervade 
the US-Yemeni meetings and contacts where nothing has 
been crystallized yet in reality except massive illegal deten­
tion together with providing military facilities away from 
the constitutional institutions.

For gaining further supporters, loyalists and informers, 
Sana’a has become a headquarters for the US Central 
Intelligence Agency, CIA, i.e., achieving more accomplish­
ments in the process of building the oligarchy and to further 
dominating strategic locations and islands which is intend­
ed for maintaining security and stability from its oppo­
nents. It is without a shadow of doubt, a scaring situation.

The past experiences and the current development 
changes prove clearly that the existence of the US interests 
in the world are in marked contrast with the expanding 
freedoms among nations.

During all the 50-year of the US military existence in 
the region aims basically at protecting the tyrannical 
oppressive monarchies.

After a period of disappearance of the Socialism as it 
was similar to Iraq, it seems that the US restore to use 
force, has been remained a key target to install the oli­
garchy among nations through making troubles which lead 
to splits as well as sowing the seeds of doubts among active 
forces in the state in order to achieve that target.

Whatever can be said that there hasn’t been determinism 
in the international and political relations or within the sin­
gle political system. So, this is because, global changes 
have become faster and unusual. They come from unex­
pected resources and this can be applied to the current con­
ditions of the Yemeni-US relations.

Indicators point out that an imminent clash is on the way 
which is clearly shown through enlarging new horizons to 
gain more traitors and spies on the part of the security appa­
ratuses.

Expanding the Yemeni-US relations will also coincide 
with overpopulation during the coming 15 years which will 
reach 40 million people. Poverty and incapability to tackle 
its political and security disturbances will also add fuel to 
the fire.

When Yemen’s geography is to be filled with the hun­
gry, this also will include other parts of the country such as, 
mountains, beaches and deserts.

If no response has been taken seriously to tackle pros 
and cons of the dysfunction of the resources management 
in Yemen as well as protecting the oligarchy, an imminent 
clash will be there.

If the US force and its behavior have been remaining as 
it is in the region, neither the marine security will be safe, 
nor oil resources will be too.

The violent bloody acts are just consequences by the 
devil’s acts and such incidents disclose his involvement and 
his existence. Its existence in Iraq is an open reality and 
will appear also in Saudi Arab, then Iran and Syria as well 
as, he will be in Yemen.

The great loss of the US as well as the Arab interests in 
the present time is a clear testimony of fabricating a policy 
adopted by the US as well as the Arab plutocracies which 
ruled the region.

Now, the have gone crazy because of their preplanned 
policies and plans to dominate the region.

I hope I am wrong, but this is what I and thousands oth­
ers see.
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By Hassan Al-Haifi

All this talk 
about Zakat
T

hroughout the Holy Month of Ramadhan. 
the Government was on a public awareness 
campaign to try to convince the over­
whelming majority of Yemenis not to for­
get their Zakat obligations and to pay them 

over to the State Treasury. The Yemeni people during 
this month of worship and meditation really need more 
healthier awareness than to be told how to undertake 
their religious duty obligations. As it is the Government 
is already eating up the oil revenues and other illegiti­
mate taxation levies, according to Islam, by passing on 
transfers to the least needy element of the society. 
Millions of Yemeni Riyals were paid during this holy 
month to political icons for the sake of maintaining their 
loyalty to the status quo or to simply buy their silence 
on the poor state of conditions the majority of the peo­
ple are facing. All this while the Government ignores 
the fact that these difficult conditions faced by the over­
whelming majority of the people of Yemen are mainly 
due to Government incompetence and misallocation of 
resources, such as these undue gratuities.

If one visits any of the hospitals of Yemen, one is 
bound to sec the awesome health problems faced by 
many people, and worst of all the poor access to mod­
ern health care that one expects to get when illness 
strikes. If one goes around the markets, one is appalled 
by the exorbitant prices one has to dish out to buy even 
reconditioned used clothes, so that their children will 
not feel left out in the cold this holiday, while the 
wardrobes of the elite are already on their way from 
Harrods’s. Macy's or Bamberger's. This is the kind of 
disequilibrium that one cannot fail to see as our 
Government demands that the Zakat should be paid by 
the destitute to further enrich these already excessively 
wealthy elements of the establishment, who are living in 
their plush residences and who for all that matter are 
getting all their gratuities from the Government and the 
business establishment that hopes to gain the favor of 
this elite, as Government officials close their eyes while 
these horrendous merchants squeeze out all the earnings 
of the remaining elements of the society who have all 
been lobbed into poverty. There is no middle class any­
more in Yemen, because the human resources of the 
country have not been given the appropriate value of 
their output, whereas expatriate workers are paid 
according to the "international staff’ wages. How can 
these destitute be expected to make Zakat payments, 
when the Lord Almighty has only imposed the Zakat on 
those who have surplus funds that have passed over for 
more than one year. This observer and many other ana­
lysts are baffled by the insistence that Zakat be paid by 
the destitute while the well to do are continuously 
awarded by the Zakat and all the other revenues of the 
Government.

I was speaking to a sweets and desert maker, who 
relies on seasonal output for his income, which is usu­
ally the Month of Ramadhan. He told me that the Zakat 
collectors have been harassing him on a daily basis 
seeking the payment of highly exaggerated evaluations 
of his Zakat dues. These assessors he states have esti­
mated his tax dues on the basis of the Ramadhan 
income for every month of the year. The truth of the 
matter is he says that during the rest of the months of the 
year he is lucky to earn 10% of the Ramadhan income, 
which is hardly enough to keep him under subsistence 
level. Yet, the assessors will continuously insist that 
their assessments are correct and indisputable.

As the President of the Republic rightly has said, dur­
ing the time of the Imam, the entire Government func­
tioned on the Zakat revenue and thus was able to man­
age without need of any other sources of revenue. But 
now, with the Government flooded with all sources of 
revenue, one is at a loss, why the Zakat should be 
chased so persistently, from people who are unable to 
make ends meet, and who are exempted by Divine 
Ordinance from Zakat payments, if it comes from sub­
sistence means?

Another important point is that people are voluntari­
ly prone to pay their Zakat obligations because they 
know it is a God ordained duty, if they are able to afford 
it. However, people have in the past been reluctant to 
make such payments to the Government, and find their 
own channels to clear their obligations to the Almighty. 
They have funneled their Zakat Tax Payments to chari­
table organizations, to institutions that work for the 
propagation and the defense of the Faith, to other 
Moslem brothers in other countries, who are in destitute 
conditions or who are refugees, etc. No one is really 
keen on wanting to cheat the Almighty of what is due as 
Zakat payments. One can not fail to take note of the 
multitude of women in Jewelry and Gold Sales outlets, 
assessing the value of their jewelry, so they can meet 
their Zakat obligations voluntarily. Thus there is really 
no need for Zakat assessors, as they only tend to delve 
into extortion practices or bribery, in order to be able to 
keep with their wealthy neighbors, who have found 
their niches in other questionable enterprises, that have 
drained the pockets and the souls of the vast majority of 
the poor people of Yemen.
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Aren't Iraqis humans too?

Why does the US stay 
blind to Iraqi casualties?

By Derrick Z. Jackson 
For the Globe Newspaper

T
he White House always 
said it would never 
count how many Iraqi 
parents we killed to lib­
erate their children. We 

would never count how many toddlers 
we blew to pieces to free their elders. 
We would never count how many 
nuclear families we vaporized. We 
would never know if we razed a village 
to save a child.

This is the most disgusting and least 
discussed aspect of President Bush’s 
invasion and occupation of Iraq. In the 
early days of his war Bush said, “The 
citizens of Iraq are coming to know 
what kind of people we have sent to 
liberate them. American forces and our 
allies are treating innocent civilians 
with kindness.”

No one could possibly know the 
truth or lie of that statement, since the 
mantra of the military from Tommy 
Franks down to his spokespeople was, 
“We don’t do body counts.” The most 
bald-faced expansion on that policy 
was given in April by Brigadier 
General Vincent Brooks of Central 
Command. “In all cases, we inflict a 
considerable amount of destruction on 
whatever force comes into contact with 
us,” Brooks said. “It just is not worth 
trying to characterize by numbers. 
Frankly, if we are going to be honor­
able by the warfare, we are not out 
there trying to count up bodies.”

You cannot be any more frank than 
that. The very people we claim to lib­
erate are not worth the honor of count­
ing.

It is obvious why. In an unprovoked 
war based on unproven threats, it was 
not enough to vilify Saddam Hussein’s 
soldiers to gain the invasion's accept­

ance among the American people. 
Bush also had to dehumanize innocent 
civilians to the point where if we 
slaughtered some of them, they were 
not worth our time, either. Bush clear­
ly figured, if you do not count, you 
cannot lie.

If you do not count, you can 
stonewall the press and hit its softballs 
out of the park. In April, David Frost of 
the BBC suggested to Secretary of 
State Colin Powell that an early Iraqi 
figure of 1,254 civilian deaths was 
“relatively low.” Powell responded, “I 
would say that’s relatively low.” In 
August, Paul Bremer, the US adminis­
trator in Iraq, said: “If you go back to 
what we achieved here, which was the 
liberation of 25 million people in less 
than three weeks, with fewer civilian 
casualties and less collateral damage 
than any war in history . . . the loss of 
innocent life is a tragedy for anyone 
involved in it but the numbers are real­
ly very low.”

This has worked magnificently for 
eight months with no widespread com­
plaints from Americans. That raises as 
many questions about our own human­
ity as Bush’s. Did the Pentagon really 
do that good a job brainwashing 
Americans on the notion of sanitized 
warfare? Amid the demonizing of 
Saddam, were Iraqi civilians easier to 
dismiss because they were tan, 
Muslim, or both? Is the United States 
still mired in a quagmire of paternalism 
that goes back to the “saving” of “hea­
thens” by yanking them from Africa 
and baptizing them into slavery?

Such questions ought to be 
stonewalled no more. Medact, the 
British affiliate of the Nobel Peace 
Prize-winning International Physicians 
for the Prevention of Nuclear War, this 
week published a report that estimates 
the number of Iraqi civilian deaths dur­
ing the invasion to range from 5,708 to 

7,356. The report estimates that the 
number of civilian deaths after May 1, 
when Bush declared an end to major 
combat operations, ranges from 2,049 
to 2,209.

Another study released last month 
by the Project on Defense Alternatives, 
based in Cambridge, estimated that the 
number of Iraqi civilian deaths in the 
first month of the war to be between 
3,200 and 4,300. In June, the 
Associated Press estimated the number 
of Iraqi civilians killed in the invasion 
to be 3,250. The AP report said, “hun­
dreds, possibly thousands of victims in 
the largest cities and most intense bat­
tles aren’t reflected in the total.”

The total of civilian deaths, whether 
they be 3,200 or 10,000, is low com­
pared with conventional wars a half- 
century ago. But for a decade the 
Pentagon promised to end wars as we 
knew them with laser-guided surgical 
strikes of only military targets. The 
military cannot have it both ways, 
promising unprecedented precision at 
the same time it downplays mistakes 
through historical context. The alleged 
precision makes the casualties look 
less like an example of Bush’s kind­
ness than William Calley’s out-of-con- 
trol forces gunning down up to 500 
Vietnamese civilians at My Lai in 
1968.

Just one Iraqi civilian death is horri­
ble blood on our hands given that the 
attack on Iraq appears to have been 
based on a lie. Yes. Saddam Hussein 
killed thousands of his own people. 
But an American massacre does not 
make things right. If Americans have 
half the humanity they claim, they will 
no longer accept Bush at face value 
when his officers say, “We don’t do 
body counts.”

If we do not count the bodies, this 
atrocity will never have a face.

In order to achieve real peace:

New Mideast 
policy is needed

Sandi Glauser Gilbert 
For the Arizona Republic

W
hen senior offi­
cials in the Israeli 
military refuse to 
carry out their 
orders, calling 

them “illegal and immoral." isn't it 
time for people to accept criticism of 
Israel as something other than anti- 
Semitic?

It seems nobody is willing to hold 
Israel responsible for the role they are 
playing in Arab terrorism, due either to 
ignorance or fear of being called anti­

Jew.
Perhaps, when the Israeli people 

themselves label methods called for by 
their own government as “fomenting 
explosive levels of hatred and terror­
ism,” we should pay attention.

The U.S. government is the only 
world leader powerful enough to step 
in and put an end to this dispute. I 
believe ending Israeli aggression, forc­
ing them to adhere to U.N. negotiated 
borders, and forming a state of 
Palestine should be the priority of U.S. 
policy in the Middle East.

If there is any hope for peace and 
democracy in that chaotic region, end­

ing repressive Israeli military tactics 
against Palestinian Arabs must be our 
No. 1 objective. The war against terror 
begins with a homeland for millions of 
displaced Arabs and a sincere show of 
U.S. support in their fight for self-rule.

Equitable solutions to create peace 
are not indications of intolerance 
toward any group. They represent a 
desire for impartiality and justice for 
all. Let our government follow the lead 
of the Israeli military leaders who want 
to stop the assaults and live without the 
hatred and terrorism that continued 
violence breeds.

Bush exit strategy enrages War Party

The Neocons are losing
By Justin Raimondo 
For antiwar.com

A
s George W. Bush gets 
ready to hightail it out 
of Iraq - or at least 
tries to convince the 
American people that’s 

what he’s doing with his 
“Iraqification” policy - the neocons 
are up in arms and poor little Billy 
Kristol is in a veritable tizzy. In a piece 
co-authored with Robert Kagan in the 
Weekly Standard, he wails that the 
front page of the November 7 
Washington Post “says it all;

“The first headline, in large type: 
‘Bush Urges Commitment to 
Transform Mideast." Below, in slightly 
smaller type: ‘Pentagon to Shrink Iraq 
Force.’ And below that: ‘Iraqi Security 
Crews Getting Less Training.’ It’s a 
jarring juxtaposition. The president 
eloquently makes the case for a neces­
sarily and admirably ambitious foreign 
policy. Yet his own administration’s 
deeds threaten the achievement of his 
goals. “

Yes, it does seem that way, now 
doesn’t it? And thank God for that. No 
more wars in ‘04 is how Karl Rove 
would prefer it, but the neocons never 
let an election get in the way of their 
favorite blood sport - especially if it’s 
Arab blood being spilled.

Now the President is going and 
spoiling all their fun by frantically try­
ing to get out - all the while talking 
tough. Of course, Bill Kristol doesn’t 
have to run for reelection, so he can sit 
on the sidelines and criticize. But one 
has to admit that he makes some very 
good points.

First, the idea that foreign troops 

were going to fill in for the Americans 
was always an illusion. Now the 
Bushies are pursuing an even more 
elusive pipedream: “Iraqification.” But 
this is merely a euphemism for with­
drawal, albeit at a much slower pace 
than Antiwar.com would prefer.

As Kristol and Kagan correctly 
point out, there is no way to vet the 
100,000 or so Iraqis they are promising 
to put in the field as police, militia, and 
border guards - and one mistake can 
be deadly. “A few weeks ago,” they 
write,

“A car bomb was detonated next to 
an Iraqi police station. The car in 
which the bomb was rigged was itself 
a police car. How did a suicide bomber 
get hold of a police car? Probably, 
someone recruited by the United States 
was playing a double game. It takes 
only a couple of mistakes in back­
ground checks to have a disaster, and 
that assumes you’re really conducting 
background checks. But such incidents 
will multiply as the hastily assembled 
and inadequately vetted Iraqi forces 
take the field.”

As the door hits us on our way out, 
the consequences may be more than a 
few bruises.

Forget Iraqification: let’s start talk­
ing about a rapid withdrawal.

If you read the Kristol-Kagan 
piece, what’s odd is that they’re begin­
ning to sound like the Democrats as 
they scold the administration for not 
realizing what the conquest and occu­
pation of a country entailed. They 
attack the Bushies’ “parsimony” - after 
all, what’s a mere $87 billion? - and 
note that “Rumsfeld remains dogmati­
cally committed to a smaller force” in 
spite of the fact that we’re “losing the 

peace.
If only there was a peace to win. 

Kristol complains that the Pentagon is 
dragging its feet in implementing the 
President’s war plans, and declares that 
the only acceptable exit strategy is 
“victory.” But what does victory look 
like in this context? Saddam is over­
thrown. Those “weapons of mass 
destruction’’ - you know, the ones that 
never existed - are no longer a threat, 
even theoretically. So why not declare 
victory, and bring the troops home?

For Kristol and his fellow neocons, 
the war has barely begun. They are 
openly campaigning for extending the 
war into Syria, Iran, and even Saudi 
Arabia, but is the President prepared to 
do that? If so, we won’t hear a word 
about it until after the election, of that 
you can be sure.

In the meantime, the Bushies want 
to be able to say they're implementing 
an exit strategy, but then there’s the 
somewhat embarrassing deterioration 
of our strategic position in Iraq, pro­
ceeding rapidly and just in time for the 
start of the presidential campaign sea­
son. Because of the partisan factor, 
we’re seeing a very interesting turn in 
the debate over the war. The 
Democrats are becoming more inter­
ventionist, and the Republicans are at 
least implicitly talking about the 
necessity of a U.S. withdrawal, revert­
ing - at least rhetorically - to tradition­
al conservative “isolationism.”

Howard Dean, on the other hand, 
calls for an extended U.S. stay, and 
told the Washington Post that we 
would have the right to force a 
Constitution down the Iraqis’ throats, 
if necessary, since “we have the final 
say.” And that’s the “antiwar" candi­

date!
Dean is merely reiterating the 

mainstream Democratic party position. 
Senator Joe Biden has long criticized 
the administration for not “leveling” 
with the American people and “admit­
ting” that a massive commitment in 
troops and treasure is inevitable. This 
kind of critique was echoed, the other 
day, by Robert Orr, in an interview on 
the PBS News Hour. A former member 
of the National Security Council staff 
in the Clinton administration, now at 
the Kennedy School at Harvard 
University, Orr served on a Pentagon 
postwar assessment team, and he 
sounds this Kristolian warning:

“The president today named 
118,000 Iraqis in uniform. When I 
traveled around Iraq over the summer, 
there were only a few thousand. One 
has to question what kind of training 
these folks have been through when, in 
fact, they’ve had. at most, one month 
worth of training. ...We need to be 
ready to stand at their side for a while 
yet.”

Orr avers that the U.S. will have to 
be in Iraq for “a couple of years.” It’s 
“premature to be talking about troop 
withdrawals,” he says. Orr is clearly 
irritated by the idea that a single sol­
dier is coming home before the Iraqis 
have constructed a Jeffersonian repub­
lic. “All of a sudden,” he complains,

“We’re hearing about troop with­
drawals and timetables for troop with­
drawal that seem to be driven more by 
a calendar here in the United States 
rather than the reality on the ground in 
Iraq.”

On the other hand, Jim Lehrer’s 
other guest, Bing West, an assistant 
defense secretary in the Reagan 

administration, author of The March 
Up: Taking Baghdad With the 1st 
Marine Division, takes the Republican 
“isolationist” position of getting out 
a.s.a.p. Bing is hardly a pacifist. He 
argues that we simply don’t need all 
those divisions there, patrolling “up 
and down the highway,” where they’re 
sitting ducks. This led to the following 
exchange:

JIM LEHRER: “What about that, 
Mr. West? Mr. Orr said that a couple 
times. This talk about troop withdraw­
al, get the troops out in six months or 
start withdrawing, taking troops or the 
U.S. troop strength down next year, et 
cetera, is sending the wrong message 
to the Iraqi people?”

BING WEST: “Well, I think we 
have to ask what is the mission? And 
the mission of our big battalions no 
longer is facing big battalions. The 
mission is now down to dealing with a 
small area in Iraq ...

“For us just to be driving up and 
down the highway or something in 
presence patrols, that doesn’t make too 
much of a difference in that situation. 
And our troops don’t speak Iraqi. 
They’re not in there every day speak­
ing on the street the way the Iraqi 
police are. So I think reasonably when 
Gen. Abizaid and our other generals 
look at this and they say, ‘We don't 
need all these big battalions' - that 
seems to make a lot of sense. We 
don’t....”

What is the mission, anyway? To 
the neocons, it’s “democracy” through­
out the Middle East, which means an 
extended stay. Kristol is right: the “for­
ward strategy” enunciated by the 

President in his recent speech before 
the National Endowment for 
Democracy is in direct contradiction to 
the administration's actions on the 
ground in Iraq. The real mission in Iraq 
is to build a forward base to be used in 
a future Mideast war. “The president 
wants to win.” says Kristol, “and the 
Pentagon wants to get out.” Yes, it’s 
those “cut and run” peaceniks over at 
the Pentagon, and not the antiwar 
movement, that has the War Party up in 
arms. Forget Noam Chomsky, and 
Robert Fisk - the real object of the 
neocons’ scorn these days is Donald 
Rumsfeld, who last week said:

“You’ve got to get the security 
responsibility transferred to the Iraqi 
people.... It's their country. .. We're not 
going to provide security in their coun­
try over a sustained period of time.”

This was enough to cause connip­
tions over at War Party headquarters:

“On the Sunday talk shows at the 
beginning of last week, Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld didn’t 
exactly say that we were going to run, 
but he certainly sounded as if he were 
eyeing the exits.”

Rumsfeld. West, and the officer 
corps - exemplified by those senior 
retired officers who spoke out against 
this war before it started - look at Iraq 
from a purely military point of view, 
and with the goal in mind of protecting 
their troops while carrying out a well- 
defined - and therefore limited - mis­
sion. Beyond that, they clearly see 
Baghdad as another Beirut waiting to 
happen. Ronald Reagan got out of 
Lebanon, and fast: will George W. 
Bush show the same wisdom? Or will 
we have to learn that lesson all over 
again?

antiwar.com
Antiwar.com
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Yemenis historic architecture (Part 1 of 4)
Scientists explore the Tarimi Palaces

By James Conlon, 
Pamela Jerome 
and Selma Al-Radi*

From Dec. 28. 2002 through Jan. 
15, 2003, a team of American conserva­
tors and employees of the Yemeni gov­
ernment’s General Organization of 
Antiquities and Museums (GOAM) sur­
veyed Qasr al-‘Ishshah as part of a doc­
umentation training program for the 
mud brick palaces of Tarim in the 
Hadhramawt Valley.

Co-directors of this effort are 
Pamela University Graduate School of 
Architecture, Planning and 
Preservation; Senior Associate, Wank 
Adams Slavin Associates, LLP, Dr. 
Selma Al-Radi. Research Fellow, New 
York University Institute of Fine Arts 
and Co-Director of the ‘Amiriya 
Restoration Project, Rada’, Yemen; 
James Conlon, Staff Associate for 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
Columbia University Media Center for 
Art History, Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation. Participants also included 
Gina Crevello, Independent conserva­
tor; Lamia Khaldi, PhD candidate, 
Cambridge University.

Abdullah al-Saqqaf, Abd Al-Karim 
Al-Barakani. and Saleh Sultan Al- 
Husaini, employees of GOAM. worked 
closely with the group, training in our 
methodology.

Jerome began documenting the tra­
ditional construction and repair technol­
ogy of the Hadhramawt region in 1997. 
These efforts produced a technical paper 
(Jerome, Chiari, and Borelli, 1999) and 
a documentary video for a broader audi­
ence (Borelli and Jerome, 1999).

It became clear from this work that 
rapid change in the Hadhramawt Valley 
threatens to overwhelm the mud brick 
architecture and overall built environ­
ment of its historic cities. The Tarimi 
palaces, a collection of approximately 
thirty mansions constructed between the 
1870s, were identified as particularly 
vulnerable.

In 1998, Jerome, Al-Radi, and 
Borelli listed Tarim on the World 
Monuments Fund (WMF) 100 Most 
Endangered Sites list, where it has 
remained through the cunent cycle.

The Samuel H. Kress Foundation of 
New York City supported a feasibility 
study in 2000 (Jerome and Al-Radi, 
2001). This research resulted in a pre­
liminary assessment of the significance 
of the Tarimi palaces, their condition 
and issues of ownership. Some of the 
structures were also reviewed for adap­
tive reuse potential.

The study proposed a documenta­
tion training program along with a 
restoration pilot project for Qasr al- 
‘Ishshah and al-Munaysurah, two of the 
palaces. The work this season represents 
the initial stage of this project.

Rationale of documentation process
To paraphrase the Burra Charter 

(Marquis-Kyle and Walker, 1994), the 
intention of conservation philosophy 
and practice is to maintain, and in par­
ticular cases recover, the significance of 
a place for future generations. 
Conservation work respects the existing 
physical fabric of the object of preserva­
tion as a guiding principle: the inextrica­
ble connection between materiality and 
significance is of primary importance.

To this end our discipline engages 
historical, anthropological, technologi­
cal, and scientific inquiry as well as the 
fields of graphic and architectural 
design. Conservation reports, in turn, 
reflect the primacy of the fabric as 
expressed from these intellectual per­
spectives.

These documents often gloss over 
the role of activities of great importance 
to any project, but not traditionally asso­
ciated with the history and practice of 
conservation: community organizing, 
educational practices, public policy and 
fund raising, cultural performances and 
even ‘unauthentic’ contemporary con­
struction practices are at times 
bypassed, while technological innova­
tion is valorized.

In defining the significance of her­
itage places, conservators are now more 
open to include cultural practices in 
their totality and engage collective 

memory as well as the materiality of the 
structure. The discipline is also more 
open to both the interpretations and 
aspirations of community stakeholders 
placing them on equal ground with aca­
demic research.

The use of the very term conservation 
is intended to signal a more broad inter­
est in maintaining continuity with the 
past through managed change rather 
than the preservation of specific materi­
als (Matero 2000:7). Cont’d next issue

* Reproduced with permission from 
Yemen Update Bulletin of the American 
Institute for Yemeni Studies # 45/2003.

There is little question that a large- 
scale program in Tarim will need to 
recognize traditional forms of knowl­
edge and cultural practices as a part of 
a dialogue with contemporary conser­
vation thought and practice. We would 
articulate the role of “folk knowledge,” 
however, as an active participant in 
this.... The palaces include examples 
of Mughal, British Colonial, Art 
Nouveau, Deco, Rococo, Neo- 
Classical, and Modernist styles unpar­
alleled in Yemen.

While these foreign decorative styles 
have been incorporated in the Tarimi 
architectural idiom of the late 19th and 
early 20^ centuries, traditional 
Hadhrami construction techniques, 
based on the thousand- year old tradi­
tions of unfired mud brick and lime 
plasters, served as the primary methods 
for executing these buildings. 
Conversation rather than as the passive 
object of conservation practice.

To this end we have tried to open a 
dialogue with a diverse group of peo­
ple interested in the architectural her­
itage of Tarim as the first step in for­
mulating a plan for the conservation of 
the historic core of the city. We see her­
itage conversation as neither a partner­
ship with a continuous, dynamic tradi­

tion of earthen architecture, nor the 
application of technical expertise 
towards the preservation of built fab­
rics, but as a third program resulting 
from the international of both within 
the Tarim context.

While this report is a record of the 
technical documentation and condition 
assessment of Qasr al-'Ishshah for the 
2002-03 season, it also presents the 
opening stages of this dialogue.

Historical introduction the architect 
in the Hadharamawt

For most of its history, Yemen has 
been integrally linked to Southeast 
Asia, East Africa, the Iranian Plateau, 
and the Mediterranean Basin through 
trade and pilgrimage. Geographically 
and socially varied, one may trace 
Yemen’s diversity through the cultural 
interactions and hybrid architectural 
fabrics of various regions. Foreign 

styles and ornamental features have 
entered Yemen as typological and aes­
thetic changes.

At the same time, traditional con­
struction techniques are flexible 
enough to incorporate these new devel­
opments. In this way Yemeni architec­
tural history represents a dialogue 
between cultures both within and out­
side of the modern nation.

The south Asian-inspired painted 
plaster of the "Amiriya Madrassa is a 
good example (Al-Radi 1997), as is the 
hybrid architectural fabric of Tarim, 
the theological, juridical, and academic 
center of the Hadhramawt Valley.

During the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries, merchant families in the 
Hadhramwt Valley and its tributaries 
grew rich from the Indian Ocean trade 
and their investments abroad. The al- 
Kaf family was considered to be 
among the most influential of these 
merchants. Many members of the fam­
ily were respected religious scholars. 
At the same time, they were among the 
first Westernizing elite of the region 
and contributed to public works proj­
ects in the name of modernization.

Their status was thus based on a 
complex relationship between tradi­
tional society, modernity, and interna­
tional trade (Damluji 1992). Their 
palaces remain as a testament to both 
their affluence and the complex identi­
ty of the modernizing elite of the colo­
nial period.

The palaces and public buildings 
constructed under the patronage of the 
al-Kafs and other prosperous families 
were executed in the stylistic idioms 
that they encountered in British India 
and Southeast Asia. A member of the 
local community, interviewed by Al- 
Radi, said that Muhamed Hassan al- 
Kaf sketched many of the buildings he 
came upon when abroad. These draw­
ings served as some of the design mod­
els for the Tarimi palaces, although 
none of his sketches have been recov­

ered to date. Architectural pattern 
books from urban centers such as Cairo 
may have also influenced the al-Kaf 
designs.

As a consequence, the palaces 
include examples of Mughal, British 
Colonial, Art Nouveau, Deco, Rococo, 
Neo-Classical, and Modernist styles 
unparalleled in Yemen. While foreign 
decorative styles have been incorporat­
ed into the Tarimi architectural idiom 
of the late 19th and early 20th cen­
turies, traditional Hadhrami construc­
tion techniques based on the thousand- 
year-old traditions of unfired mud 
brick and lime plasters, served as the 
primary method for executing these 
buildings.

In his report to UNESCO in 1980, 
Stefano Bianca listed common chal­
lenges facing the architectural heritage 
of the Islamic world. Over twenty 
years later, many of the problems

Bianca enumerated are still the source 
of deterioration in historic urban fab­
rics. Tarim and the other cities and 
towns for the hadhramwt do not face 
the same scale of demographic pres­
sures as many other historic cities in 
the region, but Bianca’s comments on 
social disintegration and the new stan­
dards in education are relevant to the 
Yemeni case.

Especially pertinent are his com­
ments on the privileges associated with 
new styles of urbanism and architec­

ture and the impact of economic transi­
tions that have accompanied transna­
tional labor movements. The later have 
drawn Yemenis out of their country to 
work at higher paying jobs in the more 
affluent nations of the Persian Gulf, as 
well as in the United States.

This shift and the consequent effects 
on urbanization and the production of 
‘vernacular’ architecture were well 
underway throughout the 1980s 
(Serageldin 1982). In 1990 the North 
and South united. The new nation did 
not join a Security Council vote to con­
demn Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait; this 
resulted in the Gulf State’s decision to 
expel their large populations of expatri­
ate Yemeni workers.

Yemeni nationals who were forced 
home injected still more capital into 
the region. Their return sparked a con­
struction boom, while also changing 
people’s expectations of building styles

and construction processes: many pre­
ferred to build in the materials and 
idiom of the contemporary architecture 
of the Gulf States and were no longer 
willing to wait for longer period it 
takes to build with mud brick and lime 
plaster.

As a result, many clients demand 
construction in reinforced concrete in a 
postmodern idiom. Professional con­
tractors (muqawal) have also taken on 
many of the roles once reserved to the 
master mason (usta or mu’ allim) 
(veranda 1996:154). In 1992-93, 
Sana’a University graduated its first 
class of architects. Both professions 
often valorize new technologies, mate­
rials, and styles and are now an integral 
part of the conservation, construction, 
and planning process (Veranda 
1996:156).

To paraphrase said Yislam Ba- 
Sweitin, a master mason from Shibam, 
people now have different tastes, 
expectations, and lifestyles. As a result, 
younger generations are not learning 
traditional building and maintenance 
techniques (Borelli and Jerme 1990. 
The problem then not only lies in pre­
serving significant structures in their 
urban context, but also in articulating 
the value of traditional craftsmen as the 
city changes with regional integration 
into a global social and economic 
milieu.

Documentation, assessment, and 
dialogue

The combination of cultural-histori­
cal, aesthetic, and scientific signifi­
cance of the Tarimi palaces in itself 
calls for a sustainable conservation 
program. Over the last thirty years, the 
al-Kaf family palaces have been neg­
lected - in some cases, partitioned for 
multiuse occupancy; in others, com­
pletely abandoned - falling into a state 
of disrepair.

As a result, many are now in danger 
of imminent collapse and a full docu­
mentation and conservation program is 
needed for the historic core of Tarim. 
At this point in time much of the his­
toric create of the city is either incom­
pletely documented or simply undocu­
mented.

With the support of a fellowship 
funded by the U.S State Department’s 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs from the American Institute for 
Yemeni Studies and of the Columbia 
University Media Center for Art 
History, Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation, we chose Qasr al- 
'Ishshah, the largest and most signifi­
cant of the al-Kaf palace complexes, to 
open a larger documentation program 
of the Tarimi palaces and the signifi­
cant urban fabric of the city.

The documentation materials of this 
field season will support an adaptive 
reuse program for Qasr al-'Ishshah as 
well as the development of a suite of 
web-based pedagogical resources. The 
team conducted a full documentation 
of the ‘Ishshah complex, including the 
completion of plans, elevations, and 
measured drawings; conversational 
digital, and Quick Time Virtual Reality 
photography of the more than three 
hundred rooms and the exterior of the 
complex; and condition assessments.

In addition to documentation, sam­
ples of the ‘Ishshah’s mud brick and 
plaster construction materials were 
taken for further analysis in the United 
States. (We are still waiting for the 
results of these tests presently). The 
team also took Universal Transverse 
Mercator (UTM) points of twenty­
eight additional al-Kaf and other mer­
chant families’ palaces for future con­
dition assessments and the develop­
ment of a Geographic Information 
System.

A.Qasr al-'Ishshah complex: 
introduction and condition assess­
ment

The household complex of ‘Umar 
bin Shaikh al-Kaf, Qasr al-'Ishshah is 
one of the original al-Kaf family hous­
es in Tarim. Shaikh al-Kaf built the 
house on the fortune he made in South 
Asian trade and from a hotel invest­
ment in Singapore. The name ‘Ishshah 
derives from the Arabic root ‘-sh-sh 
meaning to nest, take root or establish. 
Members of the al-Kaf family and 
other individuals in the community 
said that the name refers to the original 
house that, to paraphrase was like a 
bird’s nest in a thick palm grove.

This first building, know as Dar 
Dawil, was constructed during the 
1890s. Today the complex sits within 
an other affluent Tarimi merchant fam­
ilies. Qasr al-'Ishshah is a collection of 
several buildings constructed over a 
period of forty years. The main south­
ern building alone includes several 
additions. Dar Dawil is located in the 
northeast corner of the site.

This house has a ground floor 
kitchen, a ramp (manzaha) that passed 
over the kitchen to permit a camel to 
draw water from a deep well, and store 
rooms below the living quarters. A 
north and east gate define the entrance 
to the site. Eventually Dar Dawil was 
altered, presumably as the household 
grew. Two additional windows were 
added to the three original windows on 
the upper story, while an extension was 
added to the south, including a pigeon- 
aire.
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#Iraq war 
dominates

Time’s
Person of the
Year award

NEW YORK, Nov 19 (Reuters) - 
Major players in the Iraq war dominat­
ed the short list for Time magazine’s 
Person of the Year award and film­
star-turned-governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger also made the cut, 
Time said on Wednesday.

With most of the year’s headlines 
about Iraq. President George W. Bush. 
Vice President Dick Cheney, Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, his 
deputy Paul Wolfowitz. Secretary of 
State Colin Powell and national secu­
rity adviser Condoleezza Rice are all 
under consideration.

Former bodybuilder 
Schwarzenegger is vying with them 
after an unprecedented election that 
recalled California Gov. Gray Davis 
and attracted the type of media cover­
age normally reserved for presidential 
elections.

The winner of a prize that annually 
generates debate in the media will 
appear on the cover of Time’s Dec. 22 
issue.

Other potential war-related winners 
include Paul Bremer,the top U.S. civil­
ian in Iraq, and Gen. Tommy Franks, 
who ran operations during the war. 
Saddam Hussein, the deposed Iraqi 
leader, is also among those put for­
ward by the magazine’s editors for 
consideration.

Hans Blix, the United Nations 
weapons inspector who said he could 
not find weapons of mass destruction 
the Bush administration feared were 
hidden in Iraq, is in the running and 
U.N. head Kofi Annan is on the list.

Bush’s staunchest war ally British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair, who 
became embroiled in a scandal over 
questionable intelligence used to justi­
fy the war, was included.

So too, was French leader Jacques 
Chirac, who opposed the war, souring 
U.S.-French relations and prompting 
American eateries to serve freedom 
fries instead of French fries.

The U.S. military reservists called 
up for the fight also made the list.

With news away from Iraq, also 
dominated by violence and conflict, al

Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden was 
included and Israeli leader Ariel 
Sharon and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat were also nominated.

The magazine has given a Person of 
the Year award since 1927. Previous 
winners have included Winston 
Churchill, Joseph Stalin, Adolph 
Hitler, Ronald Reagan and Bill 
Clinton.

California's governor, Arnold
Schwarzenegger. R

Paul Bremer, 
the top U.S. civilian in Iraq
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