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By Irena Knehtl
iren_knehtl@yahoo.com
For The Yemen Times

The University of Hodeidah, jointly with
the Center for Red Sea Institute of Arab &
Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter in
UK, will be host an international conference
"The Red Sea at the Millenium" Dec. 8 to 11.

This event, the first of its kind, is under
auspices of Yemen's President Ali Abdalla
Saleh.

Regional and international experts,
researchers and students will explore a wide
range of issues such as the geopolitics of the
Red Sea Region, economic concerns, envi-
ronment, dynamics of islands, ports and
cities, as well as the socio-cultural entity of
the Red Sea region.

The aim is to stimulate debate during which
concerns will be addressed and creative ways
can be found to help the region prosper.
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Brimming with life

The Red Sea means different things to dif-
ferent people. Some know it as a divider of
continents, or Tanker Alley, since it's a crucial
waterway, every since man first took to the
sea and boats. It's history is full of adventure,
excitement and discovery.

One description of it notes, "The journey
through remote mountains ranges was dis-
sected by mystifying Wadis, among the iso-
lated people with rich cultural backgrounds -
seemingly untouched by time, and a mysteri-
ous and rarely seen power and beauty of this
Desert Sea Region..."

= Barren along its shores, yet brimming with

e s eoms s life - there are now new wonders to be found

Tel. 445390/88, Fax: 445389 in its southern depths in the Yemeni Red Sea
realm.

An endless variety of configurations,
corals, serving as castles, where fish and
water have became one.

While the southern half of the Red Sea is
set amid some of the most isolated territory in
the world, this area is one of the most inter-
esting coral ecosystems in the world.
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Shipping, Logistics & Marine The Red Sea, 1,300 miles long, is among the world’s greatest water routes.

This unique desert sea is a place that seems The Red Sea served as bridge between rich-
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One seldom sees such striking display of
reefs diversity. A world of endless variety,
shapes, shadows and lights.

The Red Sea also harbors a wealth of
endemic marine creatures - one fifth of the
species found nowhere else. One can marvel
at the forest of algae growing like popular
trees from the reef of Yemeni Jibal Zugar
Island.

to protect - even to enshrine - the life of the
reefs. With designs beyond imagination - the
Red Sea presents an ever shifting kaleido-
scope of colors, and behavior.

History

No water has greater historical interest than
the Red Sea - 1,300 miles long with the Gulf
of Suez - at its northern reach extended by the
manmade Suez Canal to provide navigation
from the Indian Ocean and the

est area of Europe and the Far East but never
managed to attract to its shores any signifi-
cant portion of the wealth which flowed
through the waterway.

The Red Sea is moderately integrated into
the regional level, but more it's deeply inte-
grated into the international level.

Meanwhile profound changes have been
occurring at the core of the international sys-
tem, and the effects of these changes will con-
tinue to ripple through the international sys-
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Issues of free navigation, nuclear disar-
mament, environmental pollution will
remain of paramount concerns to the
states of the region.

Continued on Page 5

mentioned in recorded history. A major traffic
route today, it is serving an outlet to the
oceans for its littoral states, and on its other
helps links the Medlterranean to the Indian
Ocean.
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Yemen's historic architecture (Part 2 of 4)

By James Conlon,
Pamela Jerome
and Selma Al-Radi*
Dar Dawil turned from a rectangular

plan into a T-shape, dividing the origi-

nal palm grove into two courtyards.
The eastern gatehouse dates to approx-
imately the same period and functioned
as a school for the family’s children.
The ground and first floor of the north-
west kitchen wing, to the west of the
north gate, are from this period.

Two garages connected Dar Dawil to
the eastern gatehouse. Umar bin
Shaikh eventually married four wives
and as the family grew, so did the size
of the complex.

The main building was built at the
southern end of the site in the 1920s.
Soon thereafter the upper stories of the
northwest kitchen wing were con-
structed and another wing added onto
the southwest corner. It is unclear when
the southeast and final wing was erect-
ed in the 1930s.

Local community members con-
tributed this information while the dif-
ferent styles of stucco decoration and
historic photographs support the exis-
tence of multiple construction
sequences. From 1970 to 1991, Qasr
al-‘Ishshah was expropriated by the
government of the  people’s
Democratic Republic of Yemen (south
Yemen) and divided up as multi-family
housing.

The house has now been returned to
the al-Kaf family and legal ownership
rights are shared amongst many of
Shaikh al-Kaf’s descendants. In 1997
the Historical Society for the

Preservation of Tarim rented half of the
house in order to present the building
to the public as a house museum, the
only one of its kind in the
Hadhramawt. Three years later the
society rented the rest of the house, but
has been unable to present it to the pub-
lic due to its poor state of preservation.

On both its exterior elevations as
well as on most interior surfaces, Qasr
al-‘Ishshah exhibits some of the finest
examples of lime plaster decoration
(malas) in the city (Jerome 2000). The
decorative program of the exterior
south facade finds its antecedents in
Mughal royal architecture, as well as in
the colonial forms of the Near East,

south Asia, and Southeast Asia. Interior
stucco decoration differs from room to
room, including Art Nouveau, Rococo,
Neo-Classical, and combinations of the
three (Beamish 1985; Damluji 1992;
Myntii 1999; Scharabi 1989).

The ornamentation often incorpo-
rates pilasters along the walls framing
openings, built-in cabinetry with
skilled woodcarvings, elaborate col-
umn capitals, decorated ceilings, nich-
es and kerosene lamp holders, as well
as complex color schemes. Since our
initial feasibility study of 2001, a larg-
er portion of the central section of the
west elevation has collapsed.

The collapse not only took down the
load-bearing walls of the facade, but
also a large portion of the interior
rooms on the West Side of the building.
Karai Faraj al-Tumur, a Tarimi master
mason (usta), conducted a survey of
the damage, estimating the cost of
repair at 1 million YR. ‘Umar
Abdalaziz Hallaj, an architect working
with German Technical Aid (Deutsche
Gesellschaft fur Technische
Zusammenarbeit, GTZ) on the Shibam
Development Project, confirmed al-
Tumur’s estimate. Without repair the
structural integrity of the remainder of
the west elevation is at risk. The col-
lapse has caused extensive structural
cracking as the floors in adjacent
rooms settle.

In many cases plaster finishes and
detailing in these rooms have also been
damaged due to the movement of the
building. In addition to the damage on
the west fagade the roof and floors of
the northwest kitchen wings have col-

lapsed through three sto-
ries. A significant portion
of Dar Dawil also col-
lapsed  approximately
three years ago.

We ascertained that the
northwest section of this
same structure collapsed
several years before that.
Non-structural material
failure is taking place in
sections of the complex
not in the immediate
iconicity of these collaps-
es. The plaster of the ceil-
ing in room 110, a finely
decorated bath, has
already fallen. Several
other rooms face similar
dangers.

As a preliminary meas-
ure, additional funding
has been secured from the
Yemen Social Fund for
Development to rebuild
and restore the collapsed
western facade and interi-
ors. These funds will also
be used to put a temporary coat of lime
on the roof of the main southern build-
ing to prevent further deterioration.
Many other elevations and roofs show
severe damage, and both interior and
exterior surfaces in the entire building
complex demonstrate extensive deteri-
oration in the mud brick and plaster
fabric. For example, the roof of the
gatehouse is also in extremely poor
condition. Plaster finish has been lost
in many areas or separated from the
mud brick substrate.

clentists explore the Tarimi Palace

In addition to the deterioration in al-
‘Ishshah’smud brick and plaster, there
is some termite damage. A significant
number of the wooden elements, win-
dows and soars are damaged beyond
repair. The extensive loss of the Art
Nouveau stained glass windows in
room 110 is one such example,
although others may be found through-
out the complex.

The scale of deterioration and the
nature of earthen construction indicate
that irreversible structural coating,
functioning’s as both protection and

decoration, and if not maintained, the
load-bearing mud brick substrate will
be at an even greater risk. As a conse-
quence of the relationship between the
protective plastering, mud brick and
the seasonal rains, construction
requires regular maintenance. When
neglected, damage occurs exponential-
ly. To be continued

* Reproduced with permission from
Yemen Update Bulletin of the
American Institute for Yemeni Studies
- Issue No. 45/2003.

By SuLAIMAN M.
AL-HABOOB
FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

Bani Udai was a coterie where
Omar Ibn al-Khattab belongs and he
was also famous for doing justice
and arbitration in Quraish, one of the
strongest tribe in Mecca.

Doing justice and settling disputes
among people at that time were one
of the noble traits of Bani Udai.

Omar Ibn al-Khattab was nomi-
nated as the second caliph after Abu
Bakr. He possessed bravery, power,
and jealousy for his religion.

Before converting to Islam, he
used to humiliate the weak people in
his time, particularly those who con-
verted to Islam.

During the emergence of Islam,
Omar opposed the prophet and his
followers and openly complained to
the prophet about Omar’s bad inten-
tions.

He narrated: “I was one of the
most hostile people for the God’s
messenger. I came to the prophet at
sat in front of his hands and took my
dress and said: Oh, Ibn al-Khattab!
Embrace Islam! May God guide
him!

“And I said: “I call upon as a wit-
ness that there is no god but God and
that you are the only Messenger of
God! As [ utter these words,
Muslims have glorified God where
their voices were heard in the Mecca
routs and I heard the prophet asking
in supplication. “Oh, Lord, Make
Islam glorified with Omar or with
Abi Jahl Omar Bin Hisham.” ”

Omar openly embraced Islam, that
Muslims were protected by his
sword, and he also declared to
Quraish his intention to immigrate.

He was a sagacious ruler in his
time, sharp-witted and shrewd.

As one of the forerunners to
embrace Islam, he was nominated as

A Yemen Times series on great Islamic figures

a consultant when Abu Bakr nomi-
nated as the first Muslims’ caliph at
Bani Saeda.

When he was nominated as the
second caliph after Abu Bakr, he was
known for his asceticism.

He carried on his back flour and
water to be distributed to the poor
and the needy.

He used to patch his garments and
above all his armies conquered one
of the largest and strongest empires
in the world.

The removal of one of his dearest
relatives, Khaled Ibn al-Waleed
from leading the Islamic armies in
Yarmook was Omar’s own decision.

He ordered Abu Obaidah to lead
Islamic armies instead of Khaled Ibn
al-Waleed, the Islamic army com-
mander who led a massive war
against the apostates.

During his caliphate, Omar was
one the first who employed non-
Arabs.

During his time, coins were mint-
ed; management as well as judiciary
system were reorganized and
reached its pinnacle.

He founded the treasury, statistics
and accounting.

During his reign, he could send
armies to Islamic states and could
also consolidate soldiers to guard
border inlets.

He was described by the great
scholar, Abdullah Ibn Abbas as one
the sources of pride for Islam, a har-
bor to the orphans, supporter for the
weak people and a reference for the
knowledgeable.

He was for justice a fort for God’s
right, a patient follower until God
has made the religion rise.

He glorifies God in countries,
plains, hills, suburbs, and spots. He
is in weal and woe always thankful
to His God.

He is a strict ruler and a judge for
people during his reign.

He organized leaders’ removal and

new strict instructions were adopted
by him.

Orders were given by him to
design cities such as, Basra and
Kufa, improve navigation services in
Hijaz and Egypt.

Sending Islamic armies and con-
quering countries is not a matter of a
desire to occupy as some pretend. It
was just for spreading Islam in those
countries, liberating those countries
from slavery of their kings and
Oppressors.

He first implanted and founded
the religion before founding the
Sultan as a foundation for the
Islamic rule.

May God have mercy upon the
just caliph, Omar Ibn al-Khattab. We
are in need to his rule these days and
to quench our thirst for his just rule.

I-Khattab, the 2nd Caliph
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Easter Island’

decaying statues
await facelift

By IGNACIO BADAL RANO RARAKU

VOLCANO, Chile, Nov 19 (Reuters) -
The steep side of the dormant Rano
Raraku volcano is the most pho-
tographed spot on mysterious Easter
Island.

Polynesia, 1,800 miles (3,000 km)
away, or the even more distant main-
land of South America.

And there are many theories but no
facts about how the people who carved
these statues 400 to 1,300 years ago
moved monoliths up to six metres (20

"It's great news. The important thing is
to save the Moai," said Petero
Edmunds, the mayor of the island, and
promoter of the preservation plan.

The German project comes in addition
to an ongoing $600,000 Japanese pro-
gramme to weatherproof some statues,

1

A view of “Moai” statues at “Tongariki” bay on Easter Island, 4,000 km (2486 miles) west of Santiago, October 27,
2003. Easter Island's mysterious “Moai”, giant head statues carved out of volcanic rock, are in danger of being
destroyed by years of tropical rains and wind as well as careless humans and farm animals. REUTER

A view of “Moai” statues in Ahu Akivi, on Easter Island, 4,000 km (2486 miles) west of Santiago, in this photo taken October 31, 2003.
Easter Island¥s mysterious “Moai”, giant head statues carved out of volcanic rock, are in danger of being destroyed by years of
tropical rains and wind as well as careless humans and farms animals. REUTERS

Tourists crowd each other to shoot
photos of the statues known as Moai in
the native language. The enormous
long faces of these best-preserved
examples look down on their eroded
brothers at outposts along the coast of
Rapa Nui, as the local call it.

All of the existing 870 Moai sculptures
were born here in a quarry of unique
volcanic tuff rock.

The statues that were never moved
from the quarry were protected from
destructive rain, fire, animals, and sou-
venir hunters that have destroyed other
Moai and threaten to ruin the island's
unique archaeological treasure and
tourism attraction.

The impassive charm of the Moai --
and the double mystery over the origin
of those who carved them and how
they were moved -- draws 20,000
tourists a year, and $3 million in rev-
enue, to this tiny triangle in the South
Pacific, the most remote inhabited
island in the world.

No one knows if the creators of the
statues paddled to this 166-square-mile
(430-square-km) island from

feet) tall and weighing up to 82 tonnes
-- the equivalent of two sperm whales -
- down the steep slopes of Rano
Raraku to huge platforms near the
shore, using only primitive tools.

Caretakers of the cracked and crum-
bling Moai fret that a piece of history
is deteriorating before their eyes.

"Something must be done immediate-
ly. If the Moai are destroyed, the island
is destroyed because without tourism
this island is nothing," said Rapa Nui
expert Francesco Di Castri, former
deputy director of the
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) and former

president of the World Science
Institute.
But good news came in early

November when UNESCO awarded
German company Maar
Denkmalpflege an $11.5 million con-
tract to treat the statues with chemicals
starting in 2005.

The chemicals are meant to prevent
moisture passing through the porous
tuff and stop the widening of large
cracks that are now forming rapidly.

UN.

including 15 well-known ones on the
so-called Tongariki platform built by
the Rapa Nui people from rock and
earth at Anakena beach.
But some experts are taking a wait and
see attitude on the German project,
remembering broken promises of
funds from other sources in the past.
"This type of project is often proposed
with a total lack of knowledge about
the conservation priorities here," said
Francisco Torres, director of the
island's archaeological museum.
WEAKENED IN TRIBAL WARS
The ancient Rapa Nui people take the
first blame in the history of damage to
the statues, as they tore them down in
tribal wars.
"Man was the first (to harm them),
delivering them a big shock by top-
pling them," Torres said.
Wind, rain, earthquakes and tidal
waves did further damage.
Europeans, who arrived on the island
in the 1800s, hastened the deteriora-
tion, bringing sheep, horses and cows
who stepped on and rubbed up against
fallen statues and still do despite the

fact that the figures are in a national
park that protects most of the island.
In the 1900s tourists headed to the
island and some broke Moai. Others
were burned as the Rapa Nui cleared
land with fire.

"It's impossible to control the animals
and the people," said park guard Carlos
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tourists walk next to “Moai” statues in the Anakena beach on Easter Island, 4,000 km (2486 miles) west of Santiago,
October 29, 2003. Easter Island's mysterious “Moai”, gigantic busts carved out of volcanic rock, are in danger of
being destroyed by years of tropical rains and wind as well as careless humans and farms animals. Experts have
called on the international community to commit funds to preserve the monoliths, whose mystery draws tourists

to the world¥s most remote inhabited island. Picture taken October 29, 2003. REUTERS

Salinas.

But the park's caretakers are learning

to get strict with tourists.

"Sometimes they (guards) go to far;
they don't even let you stand close for
a photo," complained a Spanish tourist
at the 15 colossi on the Tongariki plat-

form.

Monica Bahamondez, technical chief
at Chile's National Conservation and
Restoration Center, lamented on a visit
to Easter Island that the Chilean gov-
ernment, which has total control over
the park where the Moai stand, has not
funded any preservation projects for
the monoliths.

She would like to see the few funds
there have been up until now focused
on priority statues that are still worth
saving.

"There are Moai that cannot be recov-
ered, lying on the ground. If you pick
them up they'll fall apart," she said.



4 1 December, 2003

An International humanitarian organiza-
tion requires an Administrator/Accountant
with the following important qualification
and skills:

- University degree in Accounting

- Good level of spoken and written English
language

- Proven ability to use accounting comput-
er programs such as Excel, Lotus, etc.

- Experience in accounting and budget
management preferably with INGOs.

Females are encouraged to apply.
Applicants with these requirements should
send ONLY CV and a covering letter to
Mohammed Sharif no later than 10
December 2003:

26 Sept. Street, House no, 10, .
fax: 01/480 030 P

or email: ifrcye01@ifrc.org

7 IR A A YT

VRS

\

L Ome to enjoy our new

mese restaufant over looking

ﬂ‘

SH A RK * I G ' Reen;rgize Your Life

ENERGY DRINK
A\‘ ©== oagadl O bl dawi 91 Byl &S yoi / i 51 LS5

Li ‘1‘

ib % % %

BEIJING RESTAURANT

L 2 d

.,

Ontsnde Catermg, L )
Take Away and Group

Service are Avallable
Welcome for inqumas and mservamm

Please call Tel: 440302, 440304, Fax: 440637, Mobile: 73884405
Address: Sixty St., behind Universal Group



mailto:ifrcye01@ifrc.org

Business & Economy

1 December, 2003 5

The "New' Red Sea region:

Development strategy

By Irena Knehtl
iren_knehtl@wyahoo.com
For The Yemen Times

The aim of the Hodeidah initiative
is to bring people, specifically busi-
nesses and organizations of the region
together, and provide added value to
both people and businesses. It also
aims to provide a solid base for a
future regional and local system to be
created during the next decade.

But this will be only possible if lit-
toral states will overcome their weak-
ness and consolidate economic, politi-
cal and strategic cooperation. Such
cooperation would not only foster
peace and stability in the area, but will
also increase the prosperity and wel-
fare of the peoples of the area.

The Red Sea region should look to
their own interest down the path of
regional cooperation and seek out new
qualities in their relationship and
cooperation. Foreign policies should
be geared for maximum flexibility in
the global economy in order to connect
local needs with global resources.

Such policies should be aimed at
economic growth and employment
opportunities, sustainable develop-
ment models through mobilization of
resources.

Today two distinct worlds, the tra-
ditional and modern, prevail in every
sphere of the region's life, including
scientific and technological. These two
worlds will have to come closer and
pool their talents and resources togeth-

er to improve the lives of people and
make countries and their economies
stronger and healthier.

To focus the attention not just on
the products of technologies, but also
the materials, processes, knowledge,
skills and organization.

Matters relating to airlines, ship-
ping, satellite communications, bank-
ing and tourism, deep sea mining,
wave tidal energy from the sea, or
working out economics of electricity
production or in searching out region-
al economic similarities in the area of
market for goods, cooperative industri-
al and resource development and
regionally generated investment funds
are equally strong arguments for
regional cooperation.

Promising or uncertain future?

The Arabian Peninsula Seas con-
tain two of the most important strate-
gic waterways in the world: Bab
alMandab and Strait of Hormuz.
Without them much of the geopolitics
of the Horn of Africa and South West
Asia would make little sense.
Approximately 10 percent of Europes
oil supplies passes through Bab
AlMandab which is in the territorial
waters of Yemen, Djibuti, and Eritrea.
Of these, Yemen is well placed to exer-
cise direct control of the shipping
lanes.

Observes  Slovak  academic
Slavomir Janacik: " The Sea will fur-
ther gain in its importance. After com-
pleting the enlargement of the

European Union, the natural space for
"erowth" will be the Mediterranean
region, its southern and eastern parts,
Northern Africa and the Middle East.
The European Union continually step
by step develops its framework of
cooperation with these territories,
bilateral, multilateral relations, associ-
ations and cooperation, agreements,
dialogues, partnerships, cooperation
programs, networks, regional policies,
strategies.

Perhaps, the Red Sea region can in
one generation become the interface, a
crossing between "Greater" Europe,
sub-Saharan Africa, Russia, Indian
sub-continent and other Indian Ocean
countries.

Promising future or uncertain
future? What lies between the hope
and fear? I think it is life: freedom,
ambitions, dignity, anger, beauty,
temptation, unity, misgivings, silence,
envy, generosity, indifferences, capa-
bility, power, poverty, praise, critics,
science, belief, civilization, sun,

Thus the Sea which is a potential
sources of disunity is also a powerful
argument for cooperation. The Red
Sea states may yet to recognize the
value of united political front on mat-
ters associated with the sea while gain-
ing space for formulation ideas for
their own development and future. It is
the geo-strategic significance of the
Red Sea as resource which the Red Sea
countries themselves have yet to
explore in full.
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Words of Wisdom

The atmosphere in Yemen is ripe for change
—real change. The country needs reform, and
the political leadership seems willing and
able to introduce the needed change.
Political, economical and military changes
have taken place & on a massive scale. But
the acid test for the transformation will only
come if & when economic change occurs.
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

Lessons to learn

essons should be learned from a failed
USA presence in Iraq, and the conse- |
quences this failure would cause to the |

orld and the USA.

The first lesson is to always think before hearing |
others. Americans in particular should not be driven |
away from reality and should not see the world with |

rose-colored glasses.

I advise American readers who support the war to :

throw away those glasses and look where they are liv-
ing. After all, we are living in one planet, and are all sons
and daughters of Adam and Eve. Getting to know the
world around you is a must to realize what the truth.

Americans started to realize after 911 that there |

other nations out there. There are continents, countries,

and people, who have emotions, priorities, and beliefs §

they would die or live for.

The isolation of the American people in a world of
their own has made them too unaware of the rest of the
world, and this is due to many reasons. The US media is

quite poor in bringing pictures from the world. Those |

US networks have so much to cover within the country,

that they feel they should not be involved in reporting §
about other happenings unless they concern US policies |

or citizens.

It is time for US nationals to try to figure out how

others think about the USA, and its actions and policies.

Five minutes of discussions about how others view your |

country every day will make you understand why all

those things happened in the past, and what would hap- |
pen in the future if things continue in the same fashion. |

American citizens need to understand that it is them |
who will suffer most if the Iraq conflict goes on forever, }
simply because the world has indeed become a small vil-

lage, and the more arrogant, imposing, and selfish the

US administration acts, the more people throughout the |

world would chant anti-US slogans.

Just look at how the Brits received Bush in London |

lately. Did they receive him with roses and praises

because he ‘liberated’ Iraq and minimized security §
threats facing the ‘free world’? No, he was simply |

booed, protested and denounced.

You would want to know why and you would want

to learn what went wrong, wouldn’t you?
Then forget you are an American for five minutes a
day and try to look at what your administration has done

and is doing in many countries throughout the world.

Look at what it has done to Palestinians. Look at what it
has done to Iraqis. Look at what it has done to Arabs by
supporting their dictatorship regimes for decades, and
continue to today.
Don’t be misled. Just try to listen, read, and analyze
to know why the USA is in the position it is in today.
You can send me hate mails saying that I am anti-

American too. I will accept that, and I will respect your.

point. But you also need to tell me why millions others
are also called anti-American. Could it be that all of us
are wrong? Why can’t you question yourself for one
time: Could it be that we are wrong? Why not start a dia-
logue for us to understand the other?
Or am I asking for too much?
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Symposiums, conferences and workshops

Just for money?

BY YASER AL-MAYASI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

he last few months of
this year have seen in
Yemen a number of con-
ferences, symposiums,
~and workshops where
vital issues have been discussed.

Some studies and researches related
to these activities are of great signifi-
cance.

A number of politicians and acade-
micians observe that the most success-
ful workshops can have some effect.

For my part, some of these work-
shops and symposiums, however, do
not convey any real meaning. They are
just hankering after material interests.

This manifests itself clearly through
excessively spending on them.

As a result of this invisibility, or

let’s say the ambiguous outcomes of
those working papers, it has become
difficult to apply them in reality. This
is because they don’t correspond with
our reality.

Holding intensive activities during
the recent months of this year have
caused unusual bewilderment, and
nothing positive has come into being
due to holding those workshops and
Symposiums.

Not even a simple objective has
been applied into reality. Some
haven’t gained any interest or consid-
eration such as media coverage.

Some say the reasons behind such
disinterest is the stumbling accompa-
nied with these workshops.

Before the months that proceed the
Holy Month of Ramadhan, there has
been a certain kind of rapid emulation
to hold symposiums and workshops in

different aspects

Some commentators say that hold-
ing such workshops just exhaust high
amounts of financial allocations
before the closure of files and docu-
ments during the end of the current
year.

The destiny of holding aimless sym-
posiums and workshops is at length a
failure.

Nowadays, organizations and inter-
national donors are completely con-
vinced of their fragility day after day.

They have expressed their concerns
over the random holding to some
workshops and symposiums.

At last, organizers of those sympo-
siums should determine the goals
before performing or holding any
activity, therefore taking into consid-
eration if they are scrupulously per-
formed.

The Editor

Spi

ning in

their graves

By PAuL MCGEOUGH
For THE SYDNEY MORNIN HERALD

- he fighting in Iraq is
' real. But there is a tra-
ditional aspect of war
that Americans now see
only in the movies - it is
the solemn homecoming for the
dead.

There was a time when the United
States paused as the TV cameras
panned over rows of coffins flown
home from battle, when it was
impossible not to share the sorrow of
the families there to receive them,
and when there was a genuine sense
of shared pain when the president or
very senior members of his team
attended memorial services.

But George Bush has fenced off
himself and his team from the ceme-
tery, and there is a ban on camera-
men entering the central military
morgue at Dover, in Delaware,
where hundreds who have died in
Iraq are received. It is also difficult
for the photographers to get past
security at the Walter Reed Army
Medical Centre in Washington,
where thousands of the wounded
have been treated.

So the American dead and the
injured from Iraq pass through a
politically imposed void, until their
coffin - or stretcher or wheelchair in
the case of the wounded - arrives in
the back blocks of Idaho or Texas, by
which time they have long ceased to
be a prime-time or national story.
Usually only family and friends wit-
ness the handing over of the triangu-
lated Stars and Stripes to grieving
spouses or parents.

It wasn’t like this during the
Vietnam War. Even in the
Afghanistan war, flag-draped coffins
were filmed, and during the Kosovo
conflict, president Bill Clinton was
on the tarmac to receive the US dead.
The repatriation of the bodies of the
American servicemen who died in
the bombing of the USS Cole in 2000
was a national story - with images -
and presidents Ronald Reagan and
Jimmy Carter, respectively, attended
services for the 241 Americans killed
in Beirut and for the troops killed in
the failed hostage-rescue in Iran.

But it was during the Panama con-
flict, in 1989, that the first President
Bush, George snr, dropped his media
guard. At the precise moment that
servicemen’s caskets were being
offloaded at Dover, he did a goof-
walk for the cameras of the White

House press corps, to demonstrate
the effect of pain he suffered in his
neck. At least three of the national
networks split their screens, showing
viewers an apparently thoughtless
commander-in-chief acting the fool
as the bodies of men he had sent to
war were removed from a military
transport.

Retribution was swift. The media
were banned from Dover and the tra-
ditional body receival ceremonies
were ended. Over time the ban came
to be ignored, but in the days before
this year’s Iraq war, the Pentagon
ordered that it be observed to the
fullest.

The media manipulation of this
Bush’s team borders on paranoia.
They go to great lengths to set the
scene - carting specially produced
backdrops around the country for his
public appearances and even flood-
lighting the usually darkened Statue
of Liberty for one of his New York
night-time speeches.

The words get the same care and
attention - death in Iraq is bad news,
so he doesn’t talk about it. He has
met some of the families of the dead
in private and they all get a letter of
condolence, but he is happier talking
about the grand scheme of the war on
terrorism or, better still, the econo-
my.

Some Republican commentators
are beginning to question the
President’s aloofness. But the spin
from the White House, as told by one
of his aides to The New York Times,
is that Bush would seem insensitive
if he publicly acknowledged some,
but not all, the deaths.

Asked about the remarkable presi-
dential silence that greeted the death
of the 15 servicemen in the downing
of a Chinook helicopter in Iraq early
this month, Dan Bartlett, his commu-
nications director, dissembled: “If a
helicopter were hit an hour later,
after he came out and spoke, should
he come out again? [The public]
wants the commander-in-chief to
have a proper perspective and to
keep his eye on the big picture and
on the ball. At the same time, they
want their president to understand
the hardship and sacrifice that many
Americans are enduring at a time of
war. And we believe he is striking
that balance.”

It is all part of the Bush
Administration’s ongoing war with
the media: when it is not denying
them access to Dover, it is attacking
them for not reporting the “good

news” out of Iraq; denying reports of
its own cavalier prewar predictions
of finding Saddam Hussein’s
weapons of mass destruction and of a
warm welcome in Iraq; and rejecting
allegations from within the intelli-
gence community that, after Iraq, it
is now deliberately exaggerating the
threat from weapons of mass
destruction posed by Syria, Libya
and Cuba.

But there is a question of how long
its media management can be sus-
tained. Increasingly, the rising dis-
quiet is not just about Bush’s refusal
to acknowledge the dead or to attend
their funerals, but about the things he
does find time to do instead.

While families and whole commu-
nities grieve about their losses in
Iraq, he storms the country with his
hand out for tens of millions of dol-
lars in donations for his forthcoming
re-election campaign. While he talks
about the war dead in only the most
general terms, he goes on and on
about signs of economic recovery.

He avoids the photo-op with the
mothers of the dead from Iraq, but he
had the time in his busy schedule on
Thursday to wheel three judicial
nominees into the Oval Office as a
backdrop for his gripes about the
Democrats blocking their appoint-
ments to the bench.

The pragmatism - some might call
it cynicism - is understandable in
terms of pure political strategy
because, despite all the talk about
patriotism and the defence of free-
dom and liberty, Americans are get-
ting sick of this war.

For the first time since the opening
attack on Baghdad on March 20,
most Americans - 51 per cent - dis-
approve of the President’s handling
of the war. In a Washington Post-
ABC News opinion poll taken before
the Chinook helicopter disaster, 87
per cent of respondents said they
feared the US would be bogged
down in Iraq and 62 per cent rated
the death toll as unacceptable.

With the passing of each week, the
war touches thousands more
American family circles in the most
direct way. The Pentagon talks of a
20 per cent reduction in total US
numbers in Iraq by next northern
spring, but in the past two weeks
85,000 army and marine forces have
been told they will be going to Iraq
so that others can be rotated home.
That’s more worry and anxiety to
feed into the next batch of opinion
polls.

By Hassan Al-Haifi

Sodom and
Gomorrah

t is imperative that we should never take the

important Biblical stories as merely a form of

entertainment, but rather as a learning experience

from which to draw upon, as we shape our per-

sonal decorum and as we try to set up a decent
well bred family, not to mention the importance of
establishing the appropriate social order that will pre-
vent social decay. The Holy Quran reveals to us many
a nation and people who have decided to take their own
course in life and set aside all the Devine efforts to try
to set mankind straight on a course that will insure
social harmony and cohesion and provide all the needs
of the society, economically and socially. In addition,
each of these nations had their prophets and messen-
gers, who were sent by the Almighty to help guide these
stray nations out of their evil course and onto the path
of righteousness. This is revealed clearly in all the
Scriptures, Judaic, Christian and Moslem. Yet, even
after having seen these nations collapse as a result of
some calamity or another brought on by an angry God,
who does not take kindly to have his authority ques-
tioned, or his Messengers and prophets ridiculed or tor-
tured, it seems that mankind will continue to be prone
to live drenched in evil and will even go further than
that and go against the natural instinctive traits that God
has endowed man with, to quench a preposterously
sadistic thirst, which has no real concentric value in
terms of providing physical pleasure or satisfying a
spiritual inclination. On the contrary such pleasures are
the scorn of human behavior and often bring about
infectious plagues or physical pain that may linger for
many years.

The unusual news that one is receiving from the
United States, which is supposedly the most modern
societies of our times, strikes a great parody to such
Biblical and Quranic stories and may entail that the
United States is really getting out of hand with the
amount of freedom that peoples should have. While
there are many social ills that exist that perhaps are not
clearly visible in the social fabric of such a complex
urban culture, there are indeed many ills that are clear-
ly out of the question, in terms of spiritual acceptance
and surely defy all natural instincts and taste.

A couple of weeks ago, we heard that the State of
Massachusetts has for all practical purposes legalized
the marriages of couples of the same sex. That such a
phenomenon exists without any form of legal contract
is already a great abomination in itself, but when the
society insists that it is all right and provides a license
for it, surely entails that the relevant social order is
seeking its own decay and degeneration. This is in total
defiance of the ordinances of God, the natural physique
of the human build and the safety and health of the soci-
ety as a whole. Suffice it to say that this represents a
total insult to the concept of family and child rearing
functions that human beings are entrusted with. This is
indeed what Sodom and Gomorrah are all about and it
is no wonder that the Almighty in his infinite wisdom
deemed it necessary to completely eliminate them in the
worst way. He rained upon them with burning stones
from hell until nothing is left of them and their remains
are no where to be even viewed. Their past is clearly
well known to us, though it is only revealed to us in the
Scriptures and the Quran, in gross detail, and we have
no doubt that they are the truth, as it is God who is relat-
ing the tales to us and nothing of human concoction can
reach the level of literary finesse as that of the Quran, to
permit us to dispute their credibility. It is said that there
are around eight million gay people in the United States
alone, that is more than the number of population of
some thirty individual countries in the world. It is no
doubt a frightening number that should be taken into
consideration by the policy makers of the United States,
who should really be worrying about that than the imag-
inary WMD of this nation or that nation. In fact that is
a WMD within the society itself, which is bound to
bring in the wrath of the Al-Mighty and eventually the
decay and the degeneration of the United States as a
novel and model society.

If that was not enough, we recently have heard of the
arrest of Michael Jackson, the well-known musical
icon, who has been rocking the world for more than a
generation. Artists are known for their overindulgence
in abnormal social feasting and activities that some-
times go beyond the acceptable, not to mention the ten-
dency to relish in drugs and other socially destructive
mania. However the charge that Michael Jackson was
arrested on was indeed a frightening one. That anyone
would seek pleasure from an innocent child, if such
charges are proven true, really bespeaks a horrible
indulgence that will undoubtedly deserve the wrath of
God and the displeasure of every decent human being,
who enjoyed the artistic output of this talented individ-
ual. Yet, this sad development only highlights the
unusual trends in the American social fabric that really
need to be looked into, if the United States can lend cre-
dence to its claim of being a novel and modern society.
The observer can only look back on the Biblical and
Quranic tales of Sodom and Gomorrah to point out that
social behavior is inescapable as a criteria by which
God judges men and accordingly arranges their fate.



mailto:yementimes@yementimes.com
http://www.yementimes.com

Q.

7

1 December, 2003

What is American culture?

By Spengler A.
For Asia Times

ow do Americans look
at the world? Is there
a characteristic
American way of
thinking, an American
c ? gh what filter does
information reach their brain, and by
what mechanism do they respond to it?
An essay we published recently (Why
America is losing the intelligence war)
blamed deep-seated characteristics of
American culture for the failure of
American intelligence. That begs the
question of whether American culture
can be characterized in any general
way (apart from the well-worn bon mot
that American culture is an oxymoron).

Writing of English culture, the poet
and critic T S Eliot famously described
it as follows: “The reader must remind
himself as the author has constantly to
do, of how much is here embraced by
the term culture. It includes all the
characteristic activities and interests of
a people: Derby Day, Henley Regatta,
Cowes, the twelfth of August [the start
of the grouse shooting season], a cup
final, the dog races, the pin table, the
dart board, Wensleydale cheese, boiled
cabbage cut into sections, beetroot in
vinegar, 19th century Gothic churches
and the music of Elgar.”

After the fashion of Eliot, I have
compiled my own list of characteristic
features of American culture.

1. Driving slowly in the fast lane.
Americans consider it their privilege to
amble along in the fast (left-hand) lane,
while swifter drivers overtake in the
near-side lane (for which European
policemen would arrest them straight-
away). Clumps of slower drivers
impede traffic and set the stage for
pileups. This is the sad result of mis-
guided egalitarianism. Americans
believe that they should be able to
drive wherever they wish, whereas
class privilege rules the road in
Europe. Faster cars belong in the fast
lane and nudge slower-moving vehi-
cles out of the way.

2. Burnt coffee at exorbitant prices.
The most popular cafe chain, whose
name decent people do not pronounce,
burns its coffee beans to. produce what
Americans mistakenly believe is an
authentic European taste. Proper cof-
fee, by which of course I mean Italian
coffee, is bittersweet, not burned.
Americans evidently hate the wretched
stuff because they drown its flavor in a
flood of milk, in the so-called “latte”,
something I never have observed an
Italian request during many years of
travel in that country. By contrast,
Italians drink cappuccino, mixing a
small amount of milk into the coffee
and leaving a cap of foam. If
Americans do not like it, why do they
buy it at exorbitant prices? They do so
precisely because the high price makes
it a luxury, but an affordable one for

secretaries and shopgirls.

3. Dishwater masquerading as tea.
Order tea from an American, and you
will receive a cup of lukewarm water
and a tea-bag. No beverage on earth is
more revolting than this. This and the
previous item bring to mind a riposte
attributed to Abraham Lincoln:
“Waiter, if this is coffee, then bring me
tea. But if this is tea, then bring me cof-
fee.”

4. Wood-flavored wine. Americans
know as little about wine as they do
about coffee. California winemakers
throw oak chips into vats of fermenting
chardonnay in order to simulate the
effect of aging in oak barrels. That is
true only for the cheaper wines, but the
dearer ones taste just as woody. The
American idea of a “big wine” is to
suffuse cabernet sauvignon (properly
used to produce a delicate wine) with
the taste of oak. At best, American
wines offer a soporific sort of smooth-
ness, but never achieve the quirkiness,
eccentricity and character which make
European vineyards an enchanted
realm.

5. Shopping-mall architecture.
Most middle-sized American cities
have disappeared into a suburban
morass, while shopping malls have
replaced the old town centers.
Americans in most parts of the US
have no other place to congregate.
Even churches are relocating to shop-
ping malls in order to accommodate
the habits of their congregations.
Unlike European cities (and older
American ones) the public aspect of
cities is entirely absent: churches, pub-
lic buildings, monuments and so forth.
The omnipresence of purely commer-
cial architecture depresses the mind;
Europeans accustomed to viewing
well-proportioned buildings in their
daily perambulations find it difficult to
spend more than a day or two in such
places.

6. A consensus national restaurant
menu (Mexican-Italian-seafood-
podge). A generation ago, one could be
sure of obtaining sawdust sausages,
Scotch eggs and pork pies in any
British pub (and often a ploughman’s
lunch with Wensleydale cheese).
Today, one can count on finding pizza,
tacos, fried shrimp, Caesar salad and
cheeseburgers in any American restau-
rant, as the American melting pot
transforms various national cuisines
into indistinguishable blobs of grease
and dough. Unification of American
cuisine is not much of a loss, as the
local cuisine was wretched to begin
with, but the result is nonetheless dis-
heartening. Anti-globalists have made
a target of the purveyors of fast food,
but the chains have homogenized other
cuisines, such as seafood, Italian,
Mexican, steak and so forth. In the
place of texture and flavor Americans
receive grease and quantity, which
helps explain why they are so podgy.

7. Chewing tobacco. What more
can one say? Heinrich Heihe, the great-
est poet of mid-19th century Germany,
wrote, “Sometimes I think of emigrat-
ing to America, but I am frightened by
a country where human beings chew
tobacco.”

8. Hand-me-down high culture.
Not to possess a high culture is no
shame; the Pilgrim Fathers of New
England rejected Western high culture
as they found it in favor of a radical
return to ancient Israel. Like Moliere’s
bourgeois gentleman, the Americans of
the 19th century decided that a high
culture suited their new respectability.
Americans who would not recognize
an allegory if it ate them alive by inch-
es, and cannot read a line of Dante
Alighieri or Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe, gush over Herman Melville’s
confused and overwrought Moby Dick.
American scholars who have not heard
of the 16th century Lazarillo de
Tormes claim that Mark Twain’s
Huckleberry Finn is a work of original-
ity. Harold Bloom, the defender of the
“Western Canon” against the barbarian
hordes of deconstructionism, enthuses
over Walt Whitman’s onanistic (in the
literal sense of the term) excuse for
verse. Bloom dismisses the critics of
the left as “resentniks”, but is resent-
ment not the other side of the coin of
pretension? In any case, these are the
embarrassing pretensions of two gen-
erations past, the putative classics
beloved of American conservatives.
University students today are more
likely to wade through the works of
black and feminist writers as a counter-
weight to the “elitist” high culture of
Melville and Whitman, that is, if they
are not occupied with courses on film
and comic books.

9. Gullibility. If Americans will
buy chardonnay saturated with oak
chips to the point of resembling tur-
pentine, burnt coffee disguised by
sweet hot milk, chain-restaurant paro-
dies of  Italian food, and hand-me-
down literary classics, what will they
not buy? Itinerant European academics
turn up on their shores in emulation of
the gypsy Melchiades in Gabriel
Garcia Marquez’s One Hundred Years
of Solitude, from Paul de Man on the
left to Leo Strauss on the right.

Man thinks with his entire being,
not with mere abstract powers of ratio-
cination. Tactile, gustatory, olfactory
and sentimental habits bear on our
view of the world more than the
philosophers we might have read in
school. Culture is the glue that holds
generations together; paradoxically,
American culture makes a virtue of the
ephemeral. Americans in consequence
cannot imagine the frame of mind of
those for whom a cultural connection
to the past has become a matter of life
and death. This sometimes charming,
usually harmless trait of American cul-
ture turns into a tragic flaw in the con-
text of America’s encounter with
Islam.
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omething
coming th

By John Cory
For tuthout.com.au

ome people say Iraq is a
quagmire. I disagree. I see
_ Iraq as an oil slick, oozing
| and drifting across the cur-
rents, poisoning the basic
source of life, damaging the environ-
ment beyond belief, and killing the
Creator’s defenseless and fragile crea-
tures. True to form, there is no glory in
an oil spill, only a sense of violation.
And typically there is no containment
until after the damage is done. Long,
lasting damage.

Things are not good these days,
insurgents in Iraq are creating havoc,
election season is almost here, and all
the news that’s fit to print, is bad. The
war in Iraq, for Americans, has become
the old story about the farmer’s pig.
You know the one, about the city dude
driving by a farm, spots a pig with a
wooden leg and stops to ask the farmer
about the poor critter.

The farmer proudly tells him that pig
is a treasured family pet, having once
saved the farmer’s son from drowning,
and how it used its snout to rut a fur-
row and free the farmer after he had
been trapped beneath the tractor one
day. The perplexed city dude asked
why the pig had one wooden leg, and
the farmer replied, “Why we love that
pig so much, we’re only eating him a
little bit at a time.”

Things are about to change.

Bush and Cheney installed the
Governing Council. It did not matter
that most of these particular Iraqis had
not been in the country for decades. It
didn’t even matter that Ahmed Chalabi
an alleged bank swindler, and a murky
accountant of millions of lost CIA dol-
lars, was not supported by local Iraqis.

No sir, these guys would do what the
US wanted and told them to do. End of
story. Make it happen.

But now we learn that the Governing
Council has problems, big problems.
They don’t show up for important
meetings. They appear to be practicing
Bush Republicanism by awarding their
chums lucrative contracts, especially in
the communications arena. Contracts
that, whether or not they remain in
power, will line their own investment
portfolios nicely. This Council spends
a lot of time out of the country, seeking
new business contracts and develop-
ment deals, mostly for themselves. The
nerve. They should be dedicated to
helping solve the problems of Iraq, not
gallivanting all over the place raising
funds and conducting business transac-
tions. And on top of everything else,
some of these guys actually believe
that they are running things. This infu-
riates the Bush administration. To par-
aphrase an old song, “Isn’t it ironic?”

Bush has studiously avoided the
returning caskets, the wounded and
amputees, fearing the stain of lies that
began this greedy war. When new
deaths and body counts appear in the
media, Bush and his minions rush to
brag of real progress that goes unre-
ported. But the flood of attacks and the
brazen determination of Iraqi insur-
gents have caused the Bush administra-
tion to grab for immediate solutions.
He may be able to raise reelection
money from his political base, but
sinking poll numbers require desperate
and definitive action.

It’s time to read the writing on the
wall, folks. Of course, this is only a
guess on my part, but here is what I fig-
ure is coming:

Voluntarily or involuntarily, Paul
Bremmer is on his way out. Or at least

wicked
is way

severely reduced in power and stature.
The war is going over to the generals
and hawks. This means that heavy
bombing and more air strikes are com-
ing. Mission Un-accomplished will
now drive the return to major combat
efforts. The war is back on, the peace
can wait, at least until just before the
US elections. Something big and vio-
lent must happen to prove that Bush
and company are truly in-charge.

The Governing Council is due for a -
shake-up. Bush is already sending sig-
nals that a provisional government
might be better, and to do that, he has
to bomb like hell, or at least like
Afghanistan, shuffle the ex-pat Iraqis
on the Council around, and look to get
local leaders to re-establish and recall
the old military and police members, in
order to ease the burden on US troops.
Maybe bring back the draft for US cit-
izens, what with Reservists and
Regulars considering not re-enlisting.

The big push will be a clear and vis-
ible sign of an exit strategy. Milestones
and creation of a hurried interim-
Constitution will be paraded before the
genuflecting press corps. Then some-
time, somewhere before the
Republican convention at Ground
Zero, Bush will don a uniform and
strut across the platform to announce
the final blow to Saddam Hussein and
his rag-tag band of guerillas.

And here is the chilling and frighten-
ing thing, to do this Bush will gladly
sacrifice all the troops necessary to
achieve shock-and-awe that any of us
could ever have doubted him. He will
stand tall on the graves of soldiers and
citizens, and not bat an eye or blush a
cheek in shame. The war for Iraqi free-
dom and democracy will be victorious,
even if it kills us all.

Something wicked is coming this way.
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Test what
you teach (2)
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_unless a man acquires his ¢ o
experience as a result of putting the theoretica

-

owledge into practical use, the i

1

DR..M.N.K.BOSE
(BOSE @y.net.ye)
Associate Professor of
English,

Dear Fellow teachers,

his is my second letter in
this series; in the first letter
I told you about how teach-
ing and testing should be
related to each other and in
this letter I will say something more
about this interrelationship. I have said
that the test items should be similar
and not the same as the exercises that
you use in the classes. But, in some of
the common examination question
papers that we studied, we found that
the exercises given in the Workbooks
had been reproduced exactly without
any change. What can such items test
except the memory of the students? Is
testing memory our objective of test-
ing? I suppose not. Testing our stu-
dents’ understanding should be our

objective, if the tests are to be valid-

and useful. That is why we should see
that the test items are not a mere repe-
tition of the workbook exercises. Even
a small change will do; for example,
the following test item is the modified
form of the exercise in CECY
(Crescent English Course for
Yemen)Workbook 1 (p.50):

Fill up the blanks with the suitable
alternative.

There is someone sitting there. Ask
him to take another seat.

2. You want change for a 100-riyal
bill for paying 50 riyals to the fruit
seller. Ask the shopkeeper for two 50-
riyal bills.

You can increase the challenge level
of the test items making more differ-
ences between the exercise and the
item; it will be possible that some of
the exercises are left undone for want
of time and these exercises can be used
as test items, in case you don’t have
much time to spend on setting test
items. The point I am driving home is
that there is no point in reproducing the
exercises that the students have already
done as test items in the question
papers.

It is also important that you set
the questions carefully. I have seen
teachers setting questions while they
are traveling in a taxi between their
homes and the colleges, or while wait-
ing in the staff room between classes.
Most often these question papers are 4
or 5 sentence question papers, asking
the students to trace the character of
some person or elucidate the theme of
a poem or sketch the character of some
one or summarize a chapter in a novel.
These question papers give room for
the students to guess the questions in
advance and the tests are often a ritual
rather than an occasion to get good
feedback. Moreover, they fail to test
the understanding of the students, test-

d? or dr? awing —— ing only their memory, and enable the
-own ay um — ‘memory machines’ to score high
—ance marks. These high scorers often do

Similarly, the following can be a test
item, which is a modified form of the
exercise in CECY Workbook 4 (p.18):

Make a request beginning with
‘Would you mind....?" to suit each of
these situations:

1. You are going to Sana’a with
your brother. Your brother is sick and
wants to sit in the front seat in the taxi.

miserably badly when they face profi-
ciency tests, which test the language
competence in real life situations.
Let’s realize that tests are an
occasion for us and our students to
look back at what we have done and if
we have done it satisfactorily.
Yours fraternally,
Dr.M.N.K.Bose

A Review of the
Journal of Educational &
Psychological Sciences
and Call for Papers

By DR AYID SHARYAN

DEPARTMENT OF

ENGLISH

FAcuLTy OF EDUCATION
b

he Journal Of Educational
& Psychological Sciences,
is an academic biannual and
bilingual refered journal,

also reported in the journal.

All correspondence regarding the
journal can be addressed to:

Prof. M. S. Al-Mekhlafi

Editor-in-chief, Journal of
Educational & Psychological
Sciences,

P.O. Box: 13324,

Faculty of Education-Sana’a ,

Sana’a University,

published by the Faculty of Republic of Yemen
T 2 Education, Sana’a University. It pub-
*“Fear Allah, through Whom 2 lishes research reports in various fields E-mail:
Ye demand your mutual (rights), in science and humanities. education_faculty @yahoo.co.uk
And be heedful of the wombs Scholars from different Faculties, or ayids@yahoo.com

(That bore you): for Allah
Ever watches over you.”
S4:A1
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- yid Sharyan, The Input
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letters are often used more than once, so do not cross them out. It is best to find the big words first. When you Teaching The Problem-
find all the words listed in the clues, you'll have a number of letters left over that spell the Wonderword. RIMIEIAIGIO|IR|I|CIUIAILIAIS|IG|IU|IRIR|E|O Solution Writing: Scheme
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Universities in and outside Yemen are
requested to contribute their research
papers for the next issue (July-
December, 2003) of this academic
forum. The current issue (Vol. 2- Issue
No 3. Jan-June 2003) is in print. The
previous issue (Vol.1- Issue No 2. July-
December- 2002) includes the follow-
ing articles in English: Analysis of
Politeness Forms in Arabic: A

Tel-Fax: 250559,
Tel: 224374/224372/250559

Dr Ayid Sharyan is Associate Editor,
Journal Of  Educational &
Psychological Sciences

Department of English,

Faculty of Education,
University

Sana’a
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B WESTERN UNION
the fastest way to_send and receive money worldwide,
AL-HAMD FOR EXCHANGE. :

Sana’a, Al-Tahreer St. Tel:286562, 273069 i
Hadda st.Near Al-Komaim center. Mobile: 73775335

B Al-Nasim Cargo
Forwarders for packing,
customs clearance, domestic
& international forwarding
air & sea. Contact: Al-
Nasim cargo forwarder.
Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel:
275903 / 216048 / 407905
B ITS Global Logistics,
Tel: 967-1-218142 (5 lines)
Fax: 967-1209940, Email:
itsgroup @y.net.ye
itsglobalogistic @y.net.ye P.
0. Box 25159, Sana’a.,
R.O.Y. Business
Development, 73217750,
Customer Service:
73212272 Operations:
73217752 Exemptions
73214700. Global Logistic
Solutions International
Fright Forwarding
(Land/Sea/ Air). Weather
Proof Packing, Removals &
Warehousing International
Door-to-door services
(Worldwide). Customs
clearance, Exemptions,

o b 1§ il i i1
THE BEST IN PACKING
& FORWARDING
Tel.: 967-1-208898 - 408518
Fax: 208897,

Email: yempac@y.net.ye
P.0.Box: 3366.

SANA'A REPUBLIC OF YEMEN.
WEB:http/www.yempac.com.

www.JTSGLOBALOGISTI
CS.

COM

B Red Sea
Packing,General Trading
Agency.(Circle
International). Packing,
Travels, Forwarding,
Custom Clearance, Copiers,
Faxes, Stencil Duplicators,
Copy printers. Tel: 264089
/090/124 Fax: 00967-1-
264104/417387. Email:
redsea@y.net.ye. Hadda
Complex B. 6. P.O.
Box:19227,Sana’a, ROY.

B YEMEN PACKING &
FORWARDING

WORLDLINKINTLL WK Al Al Sl it g

Freight
Customs
Transport
Packing

P.O. Box: 5586 - Sana’a- YR
Tel: +967-1-444550-441935/6
Fax: +967-1- 444540

B Al-Nasim Travel & Tourism. For
domestic & international air tickets
with price busters all airlines.

Tel: 219890/ 270750

CO.(YEMPAC CARGO)
Tel: 967-1-208898, Fax:
967-1-208897

E-mail: yempac@ y.net.ye.
Operations:
408518/7904603

Sales & Mkt: 408517/
73208898,

Clearance: 408518.

Global Logistic Solutions
International Fright
Forwarders (Land/Sea/Air).
Weather Proof Packing,
removals & Warehousing
International Door-to-door
services (Worldwide).
Customs clearance,
Exemption

s
[ v s
. 3 o=

Asiaali Ay pgamd| - glaiue 0 OAN e
“ANV-V-£££00. ££VAYO /N WAl
+AUV-) £ £ £0E . 1 uSB

Email:worldlink

Our Acheivments are the

y.net.ye

wor

one@y.net.ye ;34,551 da s

Y

Situation

Vacant
B Requird for a reputed

company, an
experienced secretary
knowing independent
English/ Arabic
correspondence and
proficient in computers
(female). Please contact
Post Box 3898 or e-
mail: whatacat@ soft
home.net.

B Yemeni Secretary
good experience and
public relations.
Contact: 73566232.

| | Tailors good
experience by
commission or salary.
Contact: 73566232.

B Leading trading,
contracting & Inv.Co,
seeking for a female

m m o

secretary 2-3  years
experience, fluent in
D Arabic and English
expert in

computer/internet, and
typing, please send your

3y

C.V. to Fax No. 0l-

509059 Sana'a

B Required for A
Health Club a lady with
experience in training
swimming and  aerobics,
Interested please call to:
71747752,  203629-  Fax:
218806
B Office Manger for

government project, live in
sana’a speak and type
English/Arabic, driving license
essential, salary negotiable
reference required to commence
immediately, reply fax 466638,
mobile 71145887

B A professional beautician,
Professional on skin machine,
Ladies Tailor- Tailor designer,
Tailor with a good experience is
required for Beauty Center and
Tailors, please contact: 01-
441922, 73566232

B  Wanted: Correspondent
through -the Net for Spectrum
Magazine, Ibb univ. For cultural
and  experience exchange
between our university an®
western universities. This work
is volunteering. Please contact
to:

Sameer Annozaili,
128-Ibb-Yemen  or
Ytibb@ Yahoo.com.

B A highly qualified, dynamic

P.O.Box:
Sam-

auto repair and  service
technician required urgently to
manage and run a fully

equipped workshop located at a
major street in Sana’a on
partnership or profit share
arrangement. please contact:
418899/ 71101632, Fax: 01-

442868

B Alwaseet Group for Telecom
Service, requires a qualified
technicians who have enough
experience for handset mobile
phone repairing, please send
C.V’s to fax: 40074 or call at:
408509

B The American International
School Announces vacancies
for English teachers. Applicants
Should have a Us native-like

accuracy, For details, contact -

440466/440468
B Sana’a Grammar $chool is
looking for music Teacher,

please contact 410082- 425482.
B Leader Company needs
Trainers in program of SPSS in
Taiz, please contact Tel:
04/211401

B security company for safe
keeping and care: head office
Sana’a- Taiz street: needs
secretary, female and needs
other secretary but executioner
and trainers, please contact
501706 or 73818132

B American Academic Institute
is looking for teachers who are
qualified and experienced
enough to teach english for
business or business
demonstration courses, call to
D. Murad, Mobile: 73835748
B Yemen International School
requires qualified teachers for
the following positions, Science
teacher  (7.8,9,10  grade),
computer teacher, please send
C.V’s to fax 422506 with your
current telephone no.

B An English school seeking,
An English teachers, Math
teacher, Science teacher, please
contact 418510

Job Seekers

B Marketing and sales manag-
er, 20- years experience, having
university degree,Egyption, 3
years in Yemen. Please contact
at: 73592815.

B Young dyanamic person hav-
ing vast workoing experience,
from several countries, is seek-
ing for Administrative, or Exe.
Secretary, Good in Computers
and English correspondence.
Contact: 73816219.

B Good qualified finance lady
candidate looking for part time
job.Please contact : 71143269.
B Abdulkarim M. Al- Shabibin
Bachelor a degree in French -
Faculty of Arts. Prefer to work
as teacher in a school or insti-
tute. Contact: 71146948.

M Young dyanamic person hav-
ing vast workoing experience,
from several countries, is seek-
ing for Administrative, or Exe.
Secretary, Good in Computers

and English correspondence.
Contact: 73816219.

B Civil engineer with six years
experience with road construc-
tions,seeking employment with
construction companies. Please
call 01/210306, 71184809.

B Highly skilled Indian
Automobile diploma holder
with a good experience both in
diesel and petrol systems, hav-
ing good communication skills,
seeking employment  with
reputed auto/EQP organization.
Tel: 01/210306,71184809.

B A university graduate, hav-
ing a bachelor degree in
Electronics & Communication
and experience in computer
software. Contact: Eng. Adel,
tel. 01-253241

B House maid is available, for
cleaning, cooking, take care of
kids or office cleaning. Contact:
73817782

B A University graduate having
a bachelor degree in computer
and control engineer/ control
eng. looking for engineer job in
any company.

Contact: Sagr Abduwasa Abdu
Saad. 71706511

B Christopher: I've got experi-
ence in the following fields
about 10 years, in four coun-
tries (India, Singapore,
Maldives & Yemen). If there is
an opportunities in Procurement
Manager, Purchasing Officer,
Marketing Manager  and
Executive Secretary or any
training oriented fields please
contact me at 73816219

B Maths And Physics teacher
for all levels, Arabic and
English, having a master degree
in english department, ability of
translation, please contact
604106.

B A highly qualified Female
Indian  professional ~M.A
(English), Ph.D.. with a degree
in Education seeks teaching
assignment in a university or
reputed high school. contact
P.O.Box: 14533, Sana’a, Phone:
01-465396, 73889013.

B I'm a dental surgeon from
india with good clinical
experience, if there is any
opportunity in a hospital please
contact me 05/309782,
73535352

B Excellent English, Computer
courses, Toefl, experience in
Yemen & Emirates, please
contact 345517, 73842717

B A university graduate,
having a bachelor degree of
arts, department of english,
looking for a teacher job in a
private school or any job related
to my specialization, please call
04/502401
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Sana’a - Tel. 272808.272973, Telefax. 272809, P.O. Box: 1105,
Mukalla -Tel. 05-307967/8, Fax. 05-307968, P.O. Box. 8065
Email: adhbantravel@y.net.ye

learning!!!

Attention!

9/12 pass Student / Fresh Graduates! Professionals! ISA offers coaching/guid-
ance/counseling on Degree Programs of American World University.
Bachelors/ Masters/Doctorate/Diploma/Certificate Programs. Author of

Improve Your English is here. Please Rush new! Special
Batch!! Do you miss anything now? Yes, Translation! Enjoy

Ploase Tel, 1-412039/ 417441,

Email: isacademy2002@yahoa.com,
Website: www.isacademy.org

B Nagi Al-Taivell, holding a
degree in Dental, Seeking work
in a dental clinic or Hospital,
please contact: 73882111

B A university graduate,
having a bachelor degree in
Arts, department of English,
looking for a teacher job in a
private school or any job related
to my specialization, please call
at: 04/502401.

B Abduh Naji Al-Zakri, date of
birth 1980, having a bachelor
degree in English studies,
looking for a driver job with a
foreign company or any local
company, please contact on
mobile: 71829159

B Yehya Alashwal, seeking a
Job as a Driver, with driving
license, please contact
71713120

W Eng. Lugman Hakeem; Bs.C.
Mech. Eng. ; working as a

machine designer (cold
rollforming machines), 7 years
experience in machine

manufacturing. Mobile No.
73634558

Real Estate

B For rent a five-floor modern
building in Al-Ribat St. near to
Al-Qadisia roadcross and can
be used as a university or a
hospital. Please contact . at:
467831/2/3/4, Fax 467835.

B For rent two story +f.
basement villa. Ground floor
open floor plan, large reception
area, liv. rm., dining rm., large
kitchen. 2nd floor, master suite,
5 bd. rms 5 bths, and garden
.excellent finishing. monthly
rent $ 1, 600 Haddah area.
Please contact Ahmed Muraisi:
73802855.

B For rent villa two story, 10
rooms, 4 bths. good location in
Haddah area., good office
location, monthly rent $ 1,200.
please contact Ahmed Muraisi:
73802855. Ramadhan hours
Ila.m-5p.m and 8p.m-
midnight.

B Villa for rent in Haddah two
story + full basement. Ground

floor , Open floor plan liv.
room, dining room, large

kitchen. 2nd floor master suite
with master bath. 4 bed rooms,
3 bths, lovely garden. super lux
$ 1,600. Please contact Ahmed
Muraisi: 73802855.

M For rent 2 openings, (show
rooms) 14 m.x7m. apx. with
2nd level attic. Haddah st. near
shammar building, will
available on dec. 1, 003. Pleases
contact  Ahmed Muraisi:
73802855.

B Needed flat for rent at
haddah St. Contact: 73812727
M For sale a building consist of
seven floors, each floor consist
2 large flats, “five big rooms”
The first and second floor could
be used as a bank or a trade
center, or headquarters, the
building is fully equipped with

- elevator and modern
equipment, please contact:
73843172.

B For sale or rent Two-storey
villa at al-Asbahi has got a
planted courtyard, fountain and
seesaw.

For further information, you
can contact Mrs. Um Akram on
73677128.

B One story and basement, 3
bed rooms. 3 bathrooms, living
room, digning room, study,
kitchen with cupboards, garden,
3-4 car parking, and a large
terrace, Haddah area, monthly
rent $ 1.000, please contact
Ahmed Muraisi on 73802855
B A two story villa in Al-
Asbahi along its Yard, each
story has 5 rooms and 2
bedrooms, for more information
please contact Tel: 73677128
B For rent a two floors Villa
with stone tiled courtyard, part
of it is a garden, both the floors
consist of 8 rooms one saloon,
2big halls, 4bathrooms, 2
kitchens, and 4 telephone lines,
Located at Haddah St. near
french embassy sana’a, please

Per line, Per year $300 Only

Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire
Brigade 191, Water Problems 171, Telephone enquires
118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs, 202544/7,
Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-
City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station 282061, Tourism 254032,
TV Station 332001/2, Red Crescent 203131/3, Tel-
Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

~# AIRLINES

poss
However, we are the best

Sana’a: 01 -446880
Aden: 02-237199
Taiz: 04-250343
Mukalla: 05-307492
Hodeidah: 03-206998

APTECH
Computer Education
(Internet Focussed
Curriculum, E-commerce,
IS0 9001 Certified)
NIIT Quality
Computer Education

Compute me

Tel. 445518/7-442073
Tel: 263532, Fax: 263530
New Horizons Computer Learning Centers
Tel: 01-448573-449356/7/8/9

ARAMEX

Sana’a: 441024/5, Aden:243124
Hodeidah:219643, Ibb:406882
Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177
Hodeidah:234982, Ibb:411988
Mukalla 302641,Seuyn: 402469

Shabua: 202326

FedEx.

Federai Express

INSURANCE COMPANIES

ber, 2003

Arab Insurance Company Sana’a 606810/1/2/3/4/5
Fax /6 Aden:257875-260827,
Hodeidah: 279672/3, Mukalla: 309744,
604030

Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.)
Sana'a 272713/874
Taiz 250029

Marib Insurance
Aden: 255668
Hodeidah: 219545/8
Trust Yemen Ins. & Reinsurance Co. 264263
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana'a
5 lines, Taiz: 258881,
Yemen Insurance company
272962/43,  Aden: 247617
Mukalla: 304292,

RESTAURANT

Indian Restaurant (home delivery available)
Contact: Mr. Sunny Joseph 263925-71150769
Chilli House Rest. for brost, Cabab etc.. 73568079

Aden: 243490-242476
Hodeidah 219941/4/6
Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Taiz:240927/34

Aden: 244280

Sana’a: 272806/

Taiz: 250345
Hodeidah: 261839/17

Qatar Air ways

YBRANCH OF FOREIGN BANKS:
Yemen Gulf Bank

Aden : Al-Ma’alla St:
Hodeidah 26th Sept. St.:
Taiz Al-Mugama’a St.:
Mukalla:Hay Addis-main St.

Fax:260824 Tel.967-1-260823

Continental Airli 2786687283082 Dr. Abdulsalam N. Awas 602408
onnent e 2 Shehab Dental Cent 400443/218824
Egypt Air 2734520275061 T 0 Doni Lenier 312188
Gulf Air 440922

Lufthansa 213400/219252 FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders

Al-Rawahil Olympia
Aramex

Griffin Logistics Ltd.
Gulf Air Cargo

ITS Global Logistics

J4#  Credit Agricole Indosuez Marib Travel & Tourism’
Head Office: Al-Zubiry St. o 27437172/3  (Cargo Division)
Al-Qasr St. V”*f?’! 272802/1/20  Yempac

05/352917-306560

407905
278674/7909110
Sana’a: 441024/5
Sana'a: 440166
440891/344467 Tulip School
218142

441109/126 Fax: 440733
Sana’a 208898-408518

021247402/3/4
03/219506/7 ( HOSPITA ' -
04/210568/9/50 AL-JANDUL

SCHOOLS

Sana’a Turkish School
Al-Hussein National Schools
Al-Majd Yemen School

The English School

Ienshams Modern school
Rainbow school

Supermarket

448258/9
412826/7

206159

419308

412249

671275, 671140
414-026/424-433

Supermarket. 01-422610

Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350
Yemeni Banks:

Central Bank 27431071
Yemeni Islamic Bank Sana'a: 401552-205678
Taiz: 251816
Hodeidah: 213517
YBRD 271623/4

& CAR RENTAL

Sana’a: 01-440309
Aden: 02-245625
417346-7927920

Hertz Rent a Car

Yemen Limozeen Rent A Car

CAR SHOWROOMS
& SPARE PARTS
FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269
OPEL/GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION
TRAINING CENTER

Yemen German Hospital (open heart surgery)
Tel. 418000. Fax: 418116
Modern German Hospital Tel. 608888/602008
E-mail:felixpene @hotmail.com Fax. 601889
The First Consultant center for the skin.
venerial Diseases & Infertility 205517-73807737

Al-Jelani Hospital 615402-615400
Al-Jumhury Hospital 274285
Al-Thawra Hospital 246366
Yemen Specialized Hospital 224963

HOTELS

SANA’A:

Al-Yamama Palace Suites: 236230
Best Western Hadda Hotel: 415212/5
Hadda Town: 415900
Raipon Hotel & Suites 504016/7/8
ADEN:

Amoudi Plaza Hotel (02) 247000/1-5

Elephant BayBeach Resort (02) 202055

INSTITUTE

German Language Institute 200945
Modern British Institute (University Branch) 203689
The British Institute for Languages 440719/415812
American Academic Institute 249294

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-French
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch-
Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-Ambharic. 01-240515

~ TRAVEL @

Fax: 440839 Tel. 440930
270750

Fax: 265202 Tel. 241667/500808
Tel. 444000/888
Tel. 414755/410302
Fax: 414798

Fax: 216028 Tel: 400722
Tel: 260932-46
Tel: 441158/9/60

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by IS academy
Tel. 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039
University of Applied and Social Science
Sana'a: 412442 Fax: 41244]
Aden: 234533 / 234960
44997172
250553/4/5

Ashtal Travel & Tourism
Al-Nasim Travel
Al-Sunidar
Apollo Business Travel Center
Arabian Peninsula T & T

Murjan Travel
Sky Travels Fax: 266258
Universal Business Travel Center

Queen Arwa University
Sana’a University

contact Mr. salem at tel: 01- condition , while color 35000k prize of 330.000 YR, please good condition, good price.
240310/504811/12 sana’a in good price model 2000. contact Mohamed on Mobile: Please contact Mansoor. mobile:
B A building for rent, consists Contact Abdullah Ahmed 71921072. 73707211.

of 18 apartments, located at 71739768. M To buy: Cressida car, Model B For sale: Nokia phone 9210 in
Haddah St. in front of Shamar M For sale Mercedees 230E, 90-92, Please contact a good price, 3 months used,

Hotel, for more information
please contact Tel: 71110023

B For sale: Toyota Prado,
1998, in a very good condition.
Customs to be settled by buyer.
Interested persons to present
their bids in closed envelopes
within 2 weeks as from the date
of publishing of this ad. to the
Royal Netherlands Embassy in
Sana'a. For further information:
421800.

B For sale Toyota Camry,
StationWagon, in a very good
condition and  price s
negotiable.  Please contact
Jamal: 73706820.

B For sale Toyota , Prado
model 1998, in a good
condition. Please contact: Umm
Aymen 421800.

B New land cruisers 2003-
2004 , Prado new cars and
Hilux new cars. Please contact:
Abdullah Ahmed:71739768.

BFord Expedition in Excellent

Mod. 83, in a good condition
and a good price. please contact
mansoor, Tel: 73707211.

B A foreigner wants to sell a
car Mark II(Petrol) 1995 model,
white colour with A/C. Engine,
exterior and interior of the car
in excellent condition, suitable
for diplomatic, Price: 1,3,50000
Y.R. please contact Mr. Sajid
173623204

HVolvo fh12 model 99, middle
options- from Abu Dabhi.

and cantar belln shewal 7000k
mong - and mong Hilux 93-98
and Dihatsu Dyna Model 98-

2001 in excellent condition
Contact:  abdullah  Ahmed
71739768

B For sale Vw-Polo classic car
model 2001, please contact
71616171

B For sale Corona Toyota car
1989, in a very good condition,
please contact: 71102061

B To buy: Corolla, in a very
good condition and a good
price please contact : 71104733
B For sale: KIA car model 91,
in a very good condition with a

Mohammed Ahmed on Mobile:
71105666
B To buy: 92 model Mercedes
benz Around 900,000 Riyals
contact: Mr. Shiply Al-shamiry,
71277523.

B For sale PIII in a very good
condition 512 Ram, 500 mhz,
20Gb hard disk, cd Rom, prize
$250 not ready for negotiation,
please contact Mr. Abdulla
Ahmed, Mobile: 71176455

B For sale: A lap top Dell
company P4, in a very good
condition, 512 Ram, 1.7 GHz,
30 GB hard disk, cd Rom,
DVD, Cd writer, with a prize of
1400$, ready for negotiation,
please contact Mr. Ali Saleh Ali,
on : 71286716.

M Needed Laptop Computer P3
or P4 in good condition.
Contact: Mr. Waddah 73741479

Home/Office
Equipment

B For sale: Nokia phone 6210,

please contact Mr. Sami,Tel:
73216368
B For sale: Dental X-Ray,

Sterile, light cure, amalgamator,
Contact: Mobile: 71127988

Tutions

B If you want to teach your child
or children the following subjects-
prorate-lessons- Arabic,Eng. and
maths for basic classes, suitable
price. Please contact. 73770365.
B Private Turion: Qualified
experienced male and female
teachers are available to teach
English language, & Science
Subject for Higher classes, please
call: 73829909.

M A well experienced dogs &
Birds Trainer is available, Also to
buy or sell please contact: Mr.
Chriss at 73816219.

| UFor SaleCJRequired [JAvailable CJFor Lease [For Hire/Rent [1Job Require DSDituation Vacant

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

Others

Details:——

I Contact Address:

I~ "Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
For more info. contact Mr. Victor, 268661/2/3, 73810416
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Sana’a-Haddah St.

Infront of Al-Komaiam Center
Tel: 266375-505290, Fax: 267619
P.O. box: 5465

E-mail: shaibani@yemen.net.ye
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rewinding & workshops equipment

ool Sldae g il Dige g e & S|

oF Bpk  Daiassy
R LN
il o3l sally

Jaall $oeji. g X
Jalstl) i g1 sl
YAYTWV 51 VIVITANA

e

olall pls e W

Al-SHAMI /
Establishmen

FOR GENERAL TRADING
Saleh S. Al-Shami & Bros.

Trade Agency, Oilfield Serveces, Industry
Materiales, Building Materiales, Electric

Sana'a. Taiz St. Tel:264739/248648
Fax: 266285, P.O. Box: 2023.
Aden: 341205/6

t 42

Materiales.
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Iran’s women trade
headscarves for haute couture

By Parinoosh Arami

TEHRAN, Nov 19 (Reuters) - Iranian
women are associated more with hijab
than haute couture.

Since Iran’s Islamic revolution in
1979, hijab, the obligatory dress code,
has required women to wear clothes
which disguise the shape of the body
and cover the hair.

The very hint of fashion has been
frowned on by Iran’s religious estab-
lishment.

Fashion shows are normally held
secretly in private homes, but last
month the Iranian authorities allowed
designer Mahla Zamani to hold one in

public.
The show, a sign of a gradual relax-
ation of the dress code, was

denounced by Tehran’s conservatives
as a plot to undermine Islamic values.
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Held ironically in a
Tehran sports complex |
called “Hijab”, it was an
all female affair and pho-
tographers were banned.

CONDEMNATION“Tt is
a hypocritical attempt to |g
realise the evil aims of
foreigners by snatching
the Islamic covering from
Muslim Iranian women,”
thundered the conserva-
tive Jomhuri-ye Eslami
daily.

For many clerics wearing
the all enveloping head to !
toe shroud known as the L
chador, which literally
means tent, is essential to
protect a woman’s mod-
esty.

But enforcement of the
dress code has relaxed in
recent years. In public
many young women wear
long trousers with a knee-
length coat, and allow as
much hair as possible to
spill out from under colourful silk
headscarves.

.Once behind closed doors, the coats

and scarves come off, often revealing
the latest dresses from top European
fashion houses.

Zamani introduced a collection of tra-
ditional Persian designs that may
augur a sartorial sea-change in what is
Islamically permissible.

She believes she can add spice and
colour to the wardrobes of Iranian
women without offending the sensi-
bilities of strict officials. Those push-
ing dress codes too far in public still
risk being picked up by the police and
fined. “It is a cultural endeavour to
revive traditional costumes.

Why should we get fashion from the
West?” she said.
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An Iranian woman tests the colours of make-up at an upscale shop in north Tehran
November 8, 2003. Since the Islamic revolution in 1979, women are required to dress in
loose-fitting clothes that disguise the shape of their body and cover their hair. REUTERS

“My outfits are very well-received
and they will bring about change in
women’s Islamic clothing,” said
Zamani, who also publishes Iran’s
first women’s fashion journal, Lotous
(www.lotousmagazine.com),
launched earlier this year.

“Women should wear bright
colours...less drab colours help them
psychologically,” said Bardia, 25, a
dentist. Some psychologists say
Iranian women suffer from depression
because of the dark colours they nor-
mally wear.

EASTERN SUBSTITUTE

One woman in Zamani’s audience
said the new designs could serve as an
Eastern substitute for a domestic
surge in interest in Western-style tai-
lored clothes.
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New Collection
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“The costumes by Western fashion
designers are not practical for us
here,” said Marjan, who wore a long
loose robe.

But another patron thought the
designs did not match up to those of
Western designers.

“The patterns are not elaborate and
complex enough to be compared with
Western designs, especially couture.
There is no real originality,” said
Leela, a 25-year-old aerobics instruc-
tor.

Tehran’s fashion-conscious women
have outpaced their male counter-
parts.

There are no men’s fashion shows in
Iran, although good-looking male
models wearing Western clothes
appear on advertising billboards
across Tehran.
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