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Yemen’s top al-Qaeda in custody

U.S. pressures
Yemen on al-Ahdal

Mohammed al-Qadhi

Yemen Times Staff

A Western diplomat in Sana’a said the 
U.S. is putting pressure on Yemen to 
allow American F.B.I. investigators to 
interrogate Mohammed Hamdi al-Ahdal, 
alias Abu Assem al-Makki, who was 
arrested in Sana’a last Tuesday along 
with other four men.

Al-Ahdal, who is on the U.S. list of 
wanted terrorists in Yemen, is believed to 
be one of the masterminds of the 2000 
bombing of the USS Cole in Aden harbor, 
which killed 17 U.S. sailors, and the 2002 
bombing of the French oil tanker 
Limburg off the Yemeni coast.

He is reported to have replaced Qaed 
Salim Sinan al-Harethi after he was killed 
by a missile fired from a U.S. drone air­
craft November last year. Al-Ahdal is 
also described as the main coordinator of 
al-Qaeda activities in Yemen, supervising 
the terror group’s finances, weapons 
smuggling and operational planning and 
was well-connected to other extremists in 
Persian Gulf countries, according to offi­
cial sources.

However, Yemen’s government refuses 
to allow U.S. investigators to question al- 
Ahdal, or any other terrorism-linked 
detainees directly, and suggests that the 
US investigators can hand over their 
questions in writing to al-Ahdal through 
their Yemeni counterparts.

Yemen hopes to glean crucial informa­
tion about al Qaeda operations inside and 
outside the country from al-Ahdal.

“This is an important arrest because the 
information we may uncover could lead 
to elements or networks even outside 

Yemen,” the Yemeni official said after the 
arrest was made, when the senior al- 
Qaeda leader was celebrating his own 
wedding party in his hide-out west of 
Sana’a.

Yemen also confirmed that al-Ahdal 
will not be handed over to the U.S.

He “will not be handed over to any 
other authority and would be interrogated 
and tried in Yemen,” Yemeni Information 
Minister Hussein al-Awaddi said Friday.

Yemen’s government also dismissed 
a press report published by the London­
based Asharq al-Awsat daily, quoting an 
unnamed American source as accusing 
Yemen of undermining its cooperation in 
the global war on terror and that its 
defense ministry was smuggling US 
weapons to Saudi militants.

The report is “aimed to mislead world 
opinion over Yemen’s serious and deci­
sive position in fighting terror and under­
mining the growing relations between 
Yemen, Saudi Arabia and the United 
States,” an interior ministry official said 
Friday, adding that “Yemen will not suc­
cumb to any form of blackmail irrespec­
tive of its nature and source.”

Asharq al-Awsat quoted the unidenti­
fied source as saying that Saudi Arabia 
denied that Yemen did not hand over to it 
four wanted al-Qaeda militants.

But the interior ministry official said 
that the Saudi authorities have not denied 
this fact, pointing out that ten Saudi men 
were arrested after entering the country 
illegally and that they were turned over to 
the Saudi authorities in coordination with 
the Saudi embassy in Sana’a.

Achievement of Anti-Terrorist Security Forces: The arrest of Al-Ahdal 
has been seen as a major success of the well-trained security and intel­
ligent units to combat terrorism established more than a year ago. The 
ministry of Interior said that security officials had been watching the 
long-time fugitive for several months before surrounding his home and 
forcing him to surrender.
Yemeni authorities believe Al-Ahdal was the second-in-command to Ali 
Qaed Sunian Al-Harithi, alias Abu Ali Al-Harithi, who was among the six 
Al-Qaeda suspects killed in November 2002 in a CIA missile attack.
Archive photo by REUTERS

Death sentence for American 
doctors’ killer confirmed

Ismaeel Al-Ghabiri & M. Al-Qadhi 
Yemen Times Staff

The Ibb Appeals Court has backed 
on Monday the death sentence against 
Abid Abdulrazzaq Al-Kamil, the killer 
of three American aid workers of Jibla 
Hospital.

Al Kamil, 30, killed one doctor, one 
administrators, and a purchasing agent 
in December 2002. The verdict stated 
that the excruciation should be made 
public.

He was sentenced on May 10 for 
premeditated murder of the three 
Americans.

The judge clarified that all accounts 
of murder are directly blamed on the 
defendant, and that all evidence con­

firms he murdered the aid workers 
intentionally, and hence deserves capi­
tal punishment by firing squad.

The ruling endorses the earlier rul­
ing of the preliminary court of Ibb that 
issued a verdict of death to Al-Kamil.

Al-Kamil confessed his crime, say­
ing that the doctors were missionaries 
and converted some Muslims to 
Christianity.

After hearing the verdict, Al- 
Kamil, who was behind the bar, 
appeared calm and never showing 
being sorry; rather, he thanked God and 
prayed to him, lashing out at Arab lead­
ers, accusing them of being the protec­
tors of the ‘Zionist state’. And that, 
according to him, there must be a crack 
down on these protecting forces of

Israel.
The verdict reading session was 

attended by representatives of the US 
embassy in Sana’a, which never gave 
any comment on the verdict.

Even though it is unlikely that the 
verdict may be averted, Al-Kamil says 
that he will go for the Supreme Court, 
which he can apply to in 40 days, and 
hence delay his public execution for a 
few more months.

The Jibla Hospital incident was 
believed to be linked to the murder of 
Jarallah Omar. Both incidents were just 
a few days apart and later investigations 
had shown that the motives were simi­
lar and that the radicals intended to 
assassinate yet another number of peo­
ple based on a list they prepared.

Key e-government 
event concluded

Yemen Times Staff

Organized by the ESCWA, in coop­
eration with UNDP/Yemen and the 
Ministry of Telecommunications and 
Information Technology (MTIT ) a 3- 
day regional workshop on Electronic 
Government concluded yesterday at 
the Telecommunications and 
Information Technology City in 
Sana’a. The event was represented by 
14 foreign and Arab countries.

During the opening session, PM 
Abdulqader Bajamal announced that 
to cope with the advanced informa­
tion technology, Yemen will introduce 
English Language course from the 
fourth level of basic education and 
computer learning from the secondary 
schooling. He emphasized that he was 
not motivated very much by the e- 
government project as Yemen has a 

lot to do before it initiates such an 
important project. However, he called 
on the private sector to join the gov­
ernment efforts to promote knowledge 
of information technology, adminis­
tration in the country.

On his part, Mr. James Rawley, UN 
Resident Representative in Yemen 
said that the development of telecom­
munications infrastructure “began in 
earnest after unification in 1990 and 
has received significant attention 
from government in recent years. 
Nonetheless, it must be recognized 
that the country’s telecom facilities 
remain among the least developed and 
under-utilized in the Arab world even 
through the telephone reaches over 
350.000 subscribers and the number 
of mobile customers is growing rapid­
ly.”

Continued on P3
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Crime sprees during Eid

Gang kills man; thieves rob home
By Yemen Times Staff

An armed gang shot dead Marwan 
Hazem Abdulqawi, of Al-Arooq region, a 
lance corporal in the governorate of Al- 
Dhale’ on Nov. 29.

He had just arrived to spend the Eid 
holidays in Taiz when he was shot in the 
heart in the early morning. He was sitting 
at his friend’s place in the district of the 
Yemen Bank branch on 26 September 
Street.

Abdulqawi came out to the street 
shouting that they had killed him, but 
didn’t mention any names, before falling 
dead on the street.

One of the passers-by transported the 
body to the hospital, and Colonel Abdo 
Taher Al-Dhaheri, Chief of Al-Bab Al- 
Kabeer (grand gate) Police Department 
was notified.

He arrived at the crime scene with his 
officers and policemen to investigate and

called in crime experts and technicians of 
the Criminal Investigation Department 
who initiated the investigation and took 
photographs of the crime scene.

Several suspects were detained for fur­
ther investigation.

Meanwhile, the number of break-ins 
has increased dramatically in light of the 
absence of residents during the Eid holi­
days, as they usually spend such times in 
their villages.

To those thieves, this is usually a lucra­
tive season.

For example, thieves broke into the 
house of the mother of our colleague, 
Abdulaziz Al-Ma’mari, in the district of 
Al-Dhaheriyyah of old Taiz where they 
stole the valuable contents of the house 
estimated at YR 1 million.

The Chief of Police has initiated an 
investigation and follow-up and detained 
four suspects for further investigation.

YJS in Aden for meetings 
with newspapers

By Ridwan Al-Saqqaf
Aden Bureau Chief
Yemen Times

The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate 
(YJS) held last Monday at its office in 
Aden a meeting to discuss the syndi­
cate’s proposed law to be presented to 
the parliament.

The syndicate expressed its sincere 
intentions to thoroughly examine the 
objections presented by independent 
newspapers in Aden concerning the 
law, especially the item related to the 
deduction of 3% of newspapers’ 
advertising income for the syndicate.

Furthermore, the syndicate, along

with representatives of prominent 
newspapers in Aden, discussed the dif­
ficulties faced by Attareeq newspaper 
concerning the recent land dispute that 
resulted in the confiscation of 
Attareeq’s land illegally and damage 
caused to the paper by unpaid debts 
and other difficulties, which caused the 
paper to temporarily close down for 
five weeks.

The governor of Aden, Dr. Yahya 
Al-Shuaibi expressed commitment to 
assist Attareeq newspaper and not 
allow it to collapse, especially as it is 
considered among the most active 
independent newspapers in the coun­
try.

Premier league starts 
2003-2004 season

By Yemen Times Staff

The activities of the premier foot­
ball league for the sports year 2003- 
2004 is to start Friday Dec. 5 in six 
different stadiums throughout the 
country and with 12 prominent foot­
ball teams.

The Yemen Football Association is 

hopeful in enhancing the football 
quality of the teams and raise aware­
ness of the importance of such tourna­
ments economically and socially.

This comes in a time Yemen's 
under-17 team accomplished great 
results in its recent participation in the 
Asian Cup. It achieved second place 
after South Korea.

Yemen hosts Arab 
seminar on human rights

By Yemen Times Staff

Forty trainees from various Arab 
countries are expected to attend the 
Third Regional Seminar for Human 
Rights.

Organized by Human Rights 
Information and Training Center 
(HRITC) in cooperation with the 
Germany’s regional office of its 
Conrad Adinawer Establishment, the 
seminar runs in Sana’a from Dec. 6 to 
11.

The HRITC has decided to hold its 
yearly seminars in the field of human 
rights in Yemen, inviting participants 
from non-governmental organizations 
and activists from countries in the 
Arabian Peninsula and Arab Gulf.

The regional seminar is considered 
one of the unique Arab seminars, 
which gained Arab and international 
reputation during the past three years 
for the importance of its programs, 
and the level of training.

It also pays special attention to pre­
senting a wide variety of important 
international documents.

Izzaddeen Said Al-Asbahi, presi­
dent of the HRITC, said that this sem­
inar is an assurance of the important 
role which the civil establishments 
undertake to extend cooperation and 
spread the comprehension of human 
rights.

It also clarifies that the wide Arab

participation in this seminar, and the 
desire of more Arab organizations and 
individual activists to participate, is 
proof of its importance and success.

He indicated that participants in 
this seminar will be coming from 
Egypt, Jordan, Sudan, Palestine, 
Lebanon, Bahrain, Kuwait, United 
Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, 
Sultanate of Oman, Morocco and 
Yemen. The training faculty team will 
include important Arab names coming 
from Beirut, Egypt, Jordan, Geneva, 
Palestine and Yemen.

The seminar will present an inten­
sive program about human rights 
which includes the various interna­
tional documents, intellectual and 
philosophical background, the work 
context of the United Nations, interna­
tional mechanisms, Treaties of the 
Rights of Women, the Rights of 
Children, and the role non-govern- 
mental organizations play to protect 
those rights and liberties.

This seminar will also concentrate 
on the importance of training in track­
ing and documenting violations of 
human rights, and preparation of 
reports parallel to those official reports 
prepared by non-governmental organi­
zations.

The HRITC started presenting its 
regional programs in 2000 by offering 
several courses, seminars and work­
shops in Yemen, Jordan and Cairo.

In Taiz governorate

Teachers suspended by 
Education Ministry

By Yemen Times Staff

Taiz Bureau

In an unprecedented move that 
evoked anger and frustration by tens 
of teachers throughout the gover­
norate of Taiz, 75 files of employees 
working in the Ministry of Education 
have been suspended and not sent to 
the civil service office to issue 
employee degrees.

Tens of graduates from departments 
of English-language and Mathematics 
have had their files put aside among 

thousands of other files of other grad­
uates in a move seen by those teachers 
as unjust and intolerable.

“This is a serious legal crime as 
lists of graduates who deserve 
employment degrees have been 
altered and manipulated in an unjust 
manner,” said one of those teachers 
who was deprived from his degree.

This comes in a time when those 
graduates are planning to give a letter 
of complaint to President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh for the suspension of 
their files.

Nationwide 
by-elections for 
local councils
Local councils by-elections are to be 

held throughout the republic’s gover­
norates and districts on Dec. 11 to fill 
vacant seats.

Accordingly the Supreme 
Commission for Elections and 
Referendum has called on electoral 
committees and political parties candi­
dates to abide by legal measures per­
taining to electoral propaganda stipu­
lated in the law.

Hospital opened 
in Aden

Aden, Dec. 1 — Governor of Aden, 
Dr. Yahya Mohammed al-Shuaibi, 
inaugurated the $1.8 million Al- 
Naqeeb Hospital at Al-Mansoura 
District, Aden on Monday.

The hospital has departments for 
heart diseases, neurology, psychiatry, 
dentistry, internal diseases, general 
surgery, obstetrical medicine and oth­
ers.

Director of the hospital Mohammed 
Abduhafidh told the Yemen Times that 
the hospital had departments for sur­
geries and intensive care, emergency 
working around the clock in addition 
to other departments.

The inauguration ceremony was 
attended by a number of health offi­
cials in the governorate of Aden.

Readers’ 
Voice

Yemen Times is reintroducing 
a popular feature “Readers’ 
Voice” - formerly known as YT 
Opinion Poll.

This is your opportunity to 
have a say on world and local 
affairs.

This edition’s question:

Do you sincerely believe 
that Al-Ahdal was the 
mastermind behind the USS 
Cole and Limburg attacks?
• Yes, he was indeed
• He is among many who 

were responsible for 
them

• He does belong to a 
terrorist group but had 
nothing to do with them

• He was not responsible 
for them in any way

LAST EDITION’S

question:
Do you think that Al-Moayyad will get a 

fair trail in the US?
No 49%
Yes 43%
I don't know 8%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.eom/#poll 

and have your voice heard!

South African tourists cancel tours
By Yemen Times Staff
Taiz Bureau

A number of tourist delegations were 
unable to visit Yemen during the last few 
weeks due to the suspension of direct 
flights to and from South Africa, accord­
ing to Al-Salam Agency for Travel and 
Tourism.

The agency said that its efforts to 
focus on potential South African tourists 
have yielded fruits in the past due to the 
availability of direct flights.

The delegations used to come to 
Yemen to visit tourist sites and see natu­
ral beauties of the country for many 
years. But several delegations have

recently cancelled their trip because of 
travel complexities.

“Several large groups of tourists who 
were supposed to visit Yemen in 
December have unfortunately cancelled 
their trips because of lack of transporta­
tion to Yemen directly. This requires that 
the Yemen Airways (Yemenia) resume 
its flights as soon as possible to activate 
the tours again and enable us to bring 
tourists,” a source at Al-Salam Agency 
told Yemen Times.

Mohamed Jameel, Yemen’s 
Ambassador to South Africa, recently 
started his term in Pretoria, and has 
pledged to help increase the numbers of 
South African tourists coming to Yemen.

Republic of Yemen
Ministry of Water and 
Environment

The SOCOTRA CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME (SCDP) COORDINATION UNIT Sana’a is 
recruiting: a Young and Well Qualified Yemeni National for 

the post of
National Program Assistant (NPA)

TERMS OF REFERENCE
The SCDP Coordination Unit, based in the Ministry of Water and Environment in Sana’a, will 
guide, oversee and support the implementation of all conservation and development initiatives 
of the Government of Yemen and international donors in the Socotra Archipelago. The NPA will 
be based in Sana’a at the SCDP - Coordination Unit office and will report directly to the 
National Program Manager (NPM).
Tasks:
• Provide secretarial, typing and clerical work for the office including Translation form 

Arabic to English and vice versa, preparing brochures and pamphlets, helping in the 
production of the SCDP Newsletter.

• Assist the SCDP team in setting up and updating an electronic database for all 
information & contacts for all programs, projects and activities related to Conservation 
and Development of Socotra Archipelago.

• Assist SCDP team in establishing a library and keeping up and updating a bibliography of 
all literature about Socotra.

• Under the guidance of the NPM, liaise with UNDP Country Office, EPA, MOTE, MOPD, 
YIPDA, the local authority in Socotra and Hadramout and ail other relevant ministries as 
and when required.

• Carry out any other relevant work that is required by the activities of the SCDP and 
requested by the NPM and International PM.

Qualifications Required:
> Demonstrated relevant professional experience in the above fields/activities
> Excellent English and Arabic language skills
> Excellent computer skills (MS Word, Excel/Access, Power Point, Adobe Page Maker)
> Valid driver license
> Demonstrated knowledge and understanding of Socotra and of the UNDP Socotra 

Programme is a distinct advantage
Duty Station: Sana’a, Yemen, within SCDP premises - with occasional short-term travel to 
Socotra
Working Hours: Government

Salary: According to UNDP scale and commensurate with qualifications and experience 
Duration of the Assignment: 6 months probationary period, extendable to one year.

Application (including CV, full contacts, and a cover letter in English) should be submitted only 
electronically by email to the following address: SCDP@y.net.ye or by fax to (01) 425309. No personal 

visits or personal delivery.
Deadline for Application: 10 December 2003 only short-listed candidates will be contacted for an 

interview
For more information on the SCDP see: www.socotraisland.org

mailto:SCDP@y.net.ye
http://www.socotraisland.org
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Arab States Local 

Governance Forum to kick off
By Mohammed al-Qadhi 
Yemen Times Staff

Organized by the UNDP’s Regional 
Bureau of Arab States (RBAS), a 4-day 
Arab States Local Governance Forum 
will commence next Saturday in 
Sana’a with a participation of a number 
of Arab countries, UN agencies, GTZ 
and various other NGOs.

The objective of the forum is to con­
tribute to strengthening democratic 
decentralization and participatory local 
governance in the Arab States by pro­
viding a platform for building advoca­
cy networks throughout the region, and 
providing a space for networking, and 
documenting best practices and lessons 
for the region. The event is intended to 
be a policy-oriented event of concrete 
relevance and utility to the participants 
for they will have the chance to learn 
from the past experience of multiple 
stakeholders and define future direc­

tions and strategies for improving local 
governance in the region through local 
efforts and country programs as well as 
instituting a process of a continued dia­
logue on leveraging local governance 
structures, improving services, and 
democratizing policymaking and deci­
sion-making in the Arab region.

The RBAS believes that there have 
been good efforts by some Arab coun­
tries to strengthen local governance to 
improve public participation and the 
delivery of basic services. However, 
these efforts are faced by some chal­
lenges, mainly uneven commitment to 
reform. Many of the country-led local 
governance initiatives have been 
restricted to the administrative aspects 
of decentralization rather than encom­
passing its political or fiscal aspects as 
well. Decentralization has not always 
been accompanied by the necessary 
changes in power, financial resources, 
technical capacity or institutional

know-how. These make the under­
mined local authorities unable to meet 
expectations and this erodes participa­
tion which is very important for good 
local governance.

The Lebanese Center for Policy 
Studies, a regional NGO, was contract­
ed to be the substantive facilitator of 
the event.

Red Sea Conference 
postponed

Due to security threats in the 
Middle East, including in the Red 
Sea region, organizers at Hodeidah 
University and the Institute for Arab 
and Islamic Studies in Exeter, 
England have decided to postpone 
the conference Red Sea at the 
Millennium.

Highlighted on page I of the 
Dec. 1 issue of the Yemen Times, the 
conference had been scheduled for 
Dec. 8 to 11 at Hodeidah University. 
It is now be held at a later date, at 
the Institute of Arab and Islamic 
Studies in Exeter, England.

The following dates have been 
suggested: the last week of March 
2004: mid -September 2004 or the 
third week of December 2004. 
When a new date is chosen, the 
Yemen Times will inform the public.

BP Oil Yemen bids farewell 
to Mr. Dirhim Ali Ahmed

By Ridwan Al-Saqqaf

Aden Bureau Chief
Yemen Times

A ceremony was held on November 
16 at the Sheraton Gold Mohur Hotel 
in Aden City to bid farewell and to 
honour Mr. Dirhim Ali Ahmed, the 
General Manager of British Petroleum 
Oil Yemen (BP Oil Yemen), where he 
worked since 1957.

The ceremony was held primarily to 
express gratitude to Mr. Dirhim, who 
will retire this month, for his contribu­

tions during his 46 years in the compa­
ny, and for the great successes he 
accomplished for BP Oil Yemen.

During almost half a century, Mr. 
Dirhim worked in various posts in BP 
Oil Yemen until he became its General 
Manager. He was known for his strate­
gic vision and efficient administration.

Furthermore, the occasion was also 
used to welcome the new General 
Manager, Mr. Ryan Abubakr Al-Qirbi, 
who has pledged to learn from the 
experience of Mr. Dirhim and continue 
with his spirit and development pace.

Continued from page 1

Key e-government event concluded
He said that the usage of the internet 

in Yemen remains low in comparison 
with neighboring countries because of 
the high costs of computer equipment 
relative to average wages and the 
restricted bandwidth available on 
Yemen’s outdated telephone network. 
He announced that the UNDP coopera­
tion with Yemen government aims to 
facilitate seven different initiatives 
through an incubator approach: they 
are : development of a national ICT 
Action Plan for the use of ICT in 
socioeconomic development, imple­
mentation of a franchise mechanism to 
fund the implementation of communi­
ty-based Telecenters through small 
loans, setting up a web-based develop­
ment portal to provide pertinent devel­
opment information to cities through 
internet outlets, supporting Mobile 
Internet Units to deliver ICT training 
for the public and education sector, 
conducting a series of workshops and 
seminars, providing high-level adviso­
ry services and support for ICT and 
development policies: and supporting

Quick Impact projects such as the 
implementation of an International 
Computer Driving License Program 
for Government employees.

The workshop addressed major 
issues facing public administration 
reform efforts and the establishment of 
e-government in Yemen, with focus on 
supporting electronic tools. It also 
highlighted lessons learnt from previ­
ous programs in these regards and will 
identify areas where ESCWA and 
UNDP/Yemen can have tangible 
impact in supporting the development 
of e-government in Yemen. This work- 
shop is just a pan of and the stepping 
stone for a comprehensive program for 
the development of information and 
communication technology in Yemen 
that the UNDP has decided to under­
take.

It focused on the role of developing 
public services and human resources 
development in giving access to e-gov­
ernment, infrastructure and legal 
aspects needed for e-government.

$8 million granted 
for basic education

Yemen Times Staff

The donor community granted Yemen 
last week $ 8 million to support basic edu­
cation. The grant was announced in the 
Partnership Conference held in Oslo dur­
ing the period 19-22 November. “In that 
meeting a catalyzed fund has been initiat­
ed and Yemen got $ 8 million for the year 
2004,” Minister of Education, Dr. 
AbdulSalam al-Jawfi told Yemen Times, 
adding that “the grant is for basic educa­
tion, mainly to increase and encourage

girls enrollment in schools.”
Yemen started in 2001 Basic Education 

Expansion Project (BEEP) with support 
from some donors. The project aims, 
according to the minister, to increase 
school enrollment of girls and fill the gap 
between rural and urban areas, improving 
the quality of teaching. If Yemen makes 
use of the recent fund in a good way, extra 
fund will channeled to the basic education 
expansion. “The donors working for sup­
porting the project promised to increase 
their fund for education in order to

achieve Education for All strategy by 
2015,” al-Jawfi who attended the event 
said. The project is now targeting some 
governorates and if it will need around 
$100 million to cover the entire country.

Yemen is now a member of the Fast- 
Track Initiative (FTI). The FTI is a pro­
gram that is intended to catalyze and ini­
tiate funds for countries that have strate­
gies aiming to achieve education for all 
and are best able to use grants effectively 
for this purpose. The FTI is supervised by 
the World Bank and other donors.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

The United Nation Development Programme (UNDP) invites Yemeni Nationals to apply for the following position with the 
GEF/Small Grant Programme.
Job Title: National Coordinator
Duty Station: Sana’a, Yemen.

Background:
The GEF/Small Grants Program (SPG) was established in 1992. The main purpose of this programme is to maintain 

the fine balance between human needs and environmental imperatives by providing financial and technical support to 
projects in developing countries that conserve and restore the natural world while enhancing well-being and livelihoods. 
SGP links global, national and local-level issues through a transparent, participatory and country-driven approach to 
project planning, design and implementation. Grants are made directly to NGOs and community-based organizations 
(CBOs) in recognition of the key role they play for environment and development concerns.

Responsibilities include:.
• to launch the new GEF/Small Grant Programme in Yemen and to promote activities among the key stakeholders;
• to prepare the Country Programme Strategy:
• to organize stakeholder workshop and project development sessions;
• to disseminate guidelines and information to CBOs and NGOs and to assist them on the preparation of the project 

concepts and proposal;
• to locate technical and other assistance from existing local and national programmes and agencies that can be 

channeled to project proponents for project preparation and/or implementation;
• to identify and mobilize financial resources that can be channeled to project proponents for project preparation 

and/or implementation;
• to work with and supporting the NSC and its deliberations during the whole process of project;
• to Implement the GEF/SGP Monitoring and Evaluation framework at the country programme level;
• to establish and manage mechanisms for exchange of information, experience, and lessons learned at the local and 

national levels;
• to foster operational and policy linkages between the GEF/SGP and large or medium-sized projects planned or 

underway in the country;
• to maintain a strong working partnership with the UNDP Country Office;
• to provide continuous information updates in standard format for the GEF/SGP global database, as well as periodic

progress reports;
• to maintain the financial integrity of the programme and reporting on all financial and personnel issues to the 

Programme Management Officer at UNOPS and to the Global Manager at agreed upon times.
• to report as agreed to the programme's Global Manager at the CPMT on programme implementation in general;

Qualification:
• Advanced degree in environment/ natural resource/ development-related field.
• At least five years professional experience in environmental issues, and demonstrated competence in at least one 

of the GEF focal areas.
• Experience in community-oriented environment and development programmes, and in project design, 

implementation, and monitoring and evaluation.
• Excellent communication skills (written, verbal, interpersonal).
• Excellent networking and information sharing skills.
• Fluency in spoken and written English and Arabic.
• Willingness to travel to the field for at least sixteen weeks per year.
• Knowledge of community needs in deferent parts of Yemen and ability to communicate with all sectors of the local

& indigenous communities within the Country

Interested candidates who have the necessary qualifications and background for the above position may submit their 
applications by mail to Human Resources Unit, UNDP, P.O.Box 551 Sana’a
Fax: 448841. E-mail: registry.ye@undp.org

The deadline for receiving applications is 15 December 2003
For further details of our vacancies you may visit our website at:
http://www.undp.org.ye/undp-vacancies.htm

mailto:registry.ye@undp.org
http://www.undp.org.ye/undp-vacancies.htm
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Helps the local economy

Eid is a boom for Aden
By Radhwan Al-Saqqaf 
Yemen Times Staff 
Aden Bureau

D
uring the last few 
days of the Holy 
month of Ramadhan. 
and Eid Alfitr, Aden 
received more than 

250,000 visitors from the various 
governorates of the Republic, as 
well as from the neighboring coun­
tries who came to enjoy its lovely 
beaches, parks and moderate weath­
er conditions.

Hotels recorded higher occupancy 
rates than expected and the city wit­
nessed unsurpassed cleaning activi­
ties.

Fadhl Al-Hilali, general manager 
of Aden Hotel, indicated the rush to 
get booked into his hotel started in 
the middle of Ramadhan.

“We were still receiving calls for 
reservations even during the Eid 
holidays from all governorates of 
the Republic”, he said.

Aden Hotel organized several 
activities to enhance the Eid occa­
sion for its occupants and the visi­
tors of Aden which included special 
parties for children.

Waleed Anwar, Director of Sales 
& Marketing at Aden Sheraton 
Hotel, said: “We did not expect that 
Aden would witness this volume of 
tourist activity. This was an impor­
tant improvement in domestic 
tourism which records set for occu­
pancy for hotels.”

He indicated that he had seen vis­
itors enjoying themselves at beach­

es, parks, and market places, which 
witnessed livelier activities since the 
latter part of Ramadhan adding that 
this was the first time he spent the 
Eid holidays in Yemen, especially in 
Aden. He enjoyed the characteris­
tics of tourism in Yemen in terms of 
heritage, lovely sceneries and warm 
beaches, and said: “Yemen is a 
beautiful country with a more beau­
tiful weather varying from one gov­
ernorate to another which makes it a 
tourist country all year round.”

Aidaroos Obaid, general manager 
of Royal Concord Hotel, said: “It is 
nice to see all beaches, parks, hotels, 
restaurants and markets so crowded 
with visitors of Aden. It is also nice 
to see children and their families 
from all governorates so happy 
while enjoying this holiday in Aden, 
and other coastal governorate such 
as Al-Hodaidah and Al-Mukalla.” 
He complimented the cleaning and 
repairs activities that preceded the 
holidays, which “made the city even 
more attractive”.

Social development
Meanwhile, Aden’s Social 

Development Fund is making plans 
for part of the $400 million to be 
used in a strategy to alleviate pover­
ty in Yemen.

The national program, entering its 
third phase, will run to 2008.

A report of the fund’s strategic 
plan indicates that the third phase 
aims at developing human resources 
in the context of social and econom­
ic development, strengthening coop­
eration with government institutions

working in social fields, and sup­
porting the authorities of Local 
Councils in planning and imple­
menting projects.

The plan will prioritize projects

that serve females by involving 
them in the activities of the fund, 
and it will develop the existing sec­
tors in the fields of education, water, 
health and training.

The report indicated that between 
1997 and 2002, the fund executed 
1,824 projects in all directorates of 
Yemen, at a total cost of $130 mil­
lion.

The report pointed that average 
completion exceeded 100 in the 
governorates of Hadhramout, 
Sana’a, Aden, Mihweet, and 
Maharah.

Aden beaches swarming with Eid celebrators



Community 4 December, 2003 5



6 4 December, 2003 Arab/Middle East

World leaders back “Geneva” Mideast peace plan
GENEVA, Dec 1 (Reuters) - World 

leaders past and present voiced firm 
support Monday for an unofficial 
Middle East peace plan shaped by 
regional “doves” but denounced as 
treason by both Israeli officials and 
Palestinian militants.

As its authors, self-proclaimed mod­
erates from both sides of Palestinian- 
Israeli divide, launched the plan at a 
ceremony in Geneva, senior figures 
around the globe called it a ray of hope 
in one of the most intractable interna­
tional conflicts.

“The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has 
taken far too great a toll already. Both 
peoples have paid dearly in lives and 
livelihood in a war which both are los­
ing,” declared a statement from 58 for­
mer presidents, prime ministers and 
U.N. officials.

Hailed at the two-hour ceremony by 
former President Jimmy Carter as 
offering an end to bloodshed, the plan 
also won messages of support from 
King Mohammed of Morocco, British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair, President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt and Bill 
Clinton, U.S. president from 1993 to 
2001.

Swiss Foreign Minister Micheline 
Calmy-Rey dubbed it “a little light in 
the darkness.” And at the United 
Nations in New York, U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan said the initiative 
had caught the imagination of both 
peoples.

“They should inspire in all the burn­
ing conviction that a settlement can be 
achieved,” he said.

In Washington, U.S. State 
Department spokesman Richard 
Boucher said the United States wel­
comed peace efforts such as the one in 
Geneva but remained committed to the 
Bush administration’s road map for the 
region.

“We think the road map is the way to 
make progress. Down the road of the 
road map, to abuse the metaphor, we 
get to the point where these big issues 
have to be discussed. We think it’s 
worthwhile that people are already 
considering them, discussing and 
debating them in Israeli and Palestinian 
society.”

At least 2,241 Palestinians and 836 
Israelis have been killed since the start 
of a Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli military occupation in 
September 2000.

Palestinians pretest
But underlining the difficulties 

ahead, thousands of Palestinians 
protested against the blueprint in 
refugee camps in Gaza and the West 
Bank, calling it a “sell-out” and brand­
ing its Palestinian supporters “traitors.”

The “Geneva Initiative” was co­
authored by former Israeli government 
minister Yossi Beilin, an architect of 
the now almost defunct 1993 Oslo 
peace accords, and former Palestinian 
minister Yasser Abed Rabbo.

It goes further than Oslo by mandat­
ing the removal of most Jewish settle­
ments in Palestinian areas and splitting 
Jerusalem, occupied in 1967 but 
annexed unilaterally later by Israel, 

into the capitals of Israel and a new 
Palestinian state.

Its Palestinian negotiators accepted 
wording waiving the claims of millions 
of people to return to lands in Israel 
from which they fled or were driven in 
the 1948 Middle East war.

Although also reviled by the right­
wing Israeli government, the plan 
seems to be gaining ground in the 
country. A poll on Monday showed 
31.2 percent approved, up from 25 per­
cent in October. Opposition dropped 
from 54 percent to 37.7 percent.

“The only alternative to this initia­
tive is sustained and growing vio­
lence,” Carter told an audience of 
about 1,000, people, who included 
many Israelis and Palestinians special­
ly flown in for the launch.

Fellow Nobel peace prize winners 
Nelson Mandela of South Africa, via a 
video link, and Poland’s Lech Walesa 
in person joined Carter in addressing 
the ceremony in the city where the plan 
was negotiated in secret over two 
years.

Among the 58 signatories of the 
statement of support were ex-presi­
dents Mikhail Gorbachev of the ex­
Soviet Union, Martti Ahtisaari of 
Finland, Fernando Henrique Cardoso 
of Brazil, F.W. de Klerk of South 
Africa and Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico.

The plan’s roll-out came amid an 
upsurge of diplomatic efforts to halt the 
violence, but it also coincided with 
fresh bloodshed as Israeli forces killed 
four Palestinians and arrested 30 more 
in the West Bank earlier Monday.

ead of the Palestinian delegation to the Geneva Initiative Yasser Abed Rabbo (R) and head of the Israeli delegation 
Yossi Beilin (L) celebrate during the launch of an unofficial Swiss sponsored Middle East peace plan, dubbed the 
Geneva Initiative, in Geneva Dec. 1. World leaders past and present voiced firm support on Monday for an unofficial 
Middle East peace plan shaped by regional “doves” but denounced as treason by both Israeli officials and Palestinian 
militants. REUTERS

2-Top Saddam 
deputy possibly caught

BAGHDAD, Dec 2 (Reuters) - Izzat 
Ibrahim, a top lieutenant of Saddam 
Hussein and one of the most wanted 
men in Iraq, may have been killed or 
captured in a U.S. raid in the city of 
Kirkuk, a member of the Governing 
Council said on Tuesday.

“There was a major action against a 
highly suspicious objective last night 
in Kirkuk and it is very possible that 
Izzat Ibrahim has been captured or 
killed.” Mowaffaq al-Rubaie said, 
adding that he had been in contact with 
U.S. forces.

Local government officials in 
Kirkuk, 250 km (155 miles) north of 
Baghdad, said the town was abuzz with 
talk that Ibrahim had been captured.

There was no immediate comment 
from the U.S. Army. American soldiers 
launched a large-scale raid around 
Kirkuk overnight.

The U.S. military said last month 
that Ibrahim was directly involved in 
attacks on U.S. troops, and put a $10 
million price on his head. U.S. forces 
said they had detained Ibrahim’s wife 
and daughter in the town of Samarra.

Ibrahim is the most-wanted man in 
Iraq after Saddam himself. He is sixth 
on the U.S. list of the 55 top Iraqi fugi­
tives, but all those in the top five 
except for Saddam have been killed or 
captured. In a deck of cards issued to 
U.S. troops to help them identify fugi-

fives, Ibrahim is the King of Clubs.
November was the deadliest month 

for American troops since the start of the 
war that ousted Saddam, with at least 
74 killed in action. Occupying forces 
also suffered their deadliest single 

attack during the month, a car bombing 
in the southern town of Nassiriya that 
killed 19 Italians and nine Iraqis.

A reward of $25 million is still out­
standing for information leading to the 
capture or death of Saddam.

Vice chairman of the ruling Revolutionary Command Council Izzat Ibrahim (C) 
salute during military parade in city of Mosul some 460 km north of Baghdad 
in this Feb. 4 file photo. Izzat Ibrahim, a top lieutenant of Saddam Hussein 
and one of the most wanted men in Iraq, may have been killed or captured in 
a U.S. raid in the city of Kirkuk, a member of the Governing Council said 
Tuesday. There was no immediate comment from the U.S. Army. Ibrahim is 
sixth on the U.S. list of the 55 top Iraqi fugitives. REUTERS

U.S. embassy warns 
of possible attacks in 

Saudi Arabia
RIYADH, Dec 2 (Reuters) - The 

U.S. embassy in Saudi Arabia warned 
its citizens on Tuesday of possible 
attacks on compounds housing 
Westerners, saying it had information 
that at least one residential complex 
was under surveillance by militants.

In response to the information, the 
embassy said it was restricting its 
American employees and their depen­
dants from visiting housing com­
pounds in the capital Riyadh at night.

“Recent confirmed information indi­
cates that the Seder Village housing 
compound in Riyadh has been under 
active surveillance by terrorist ele­
ments,” the embassy said in a warning

to U.S. citizens in the kingdom.
“Other Western compounds within 

the kingdom may also be targeted,” the 
statement said.

The U.S. warning comes three days 
after Britain reminded its 30,000 
nationals in Saudi Arabia that militants 
might be in the final phases of planning 
attacks in the kingdom.

Last month, two Saudi suicide 
bombers killed at least 18 people, 
mainly Arab expatriates, at a Riyadh 
housing compound.

On May 12, the triple suicide bomb­
ing of three other housing complexes 
killed at least 35 people, including 
Americans and other foreigners. 

Saudi authorities have blamed 
Saudi-born Osama bin Laden’s al 
Qaeda network for both attacks and the 
recent surge in militant-related vio­
lence in the kingdom.

Authorities said last week they had 
foiled an even bigger attack in Riyadh 
when security forces found a car 
primed with over 1.2 tonnes of explo­
sives. Another 1.3 tonnes of explosive 
were found nearby.

Saudi Arabia, birthplace of Islam 
and most of the suicide hijackers who 
flew planes into U.S. targets on 
September 11, 2001, has cracked down 
hard on militants since the May 
attacks.

Israeli troops kill 
militant in West Bank raid
JENIN, West Bank, Dec 2 (Reuters) 

- Israeli troops shot dead a militant 
linked to Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat’s faction during a tank raid in 
the West Bank on Tuesday, security 
sources said.

The incursion into the town of Jenin 
underlined pitfalls that lie ahead for 
self-appointed Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators who launched a symbolic 
peace plan in Geneva on Monday 
despite objections from the Israeli gov­
ernment.

Israeli forces swept into a neigh­
bourhood in eastern Jenin before dawn 
on Tuesday and surrounded a house, 
where a wanted member of the al-Aqsa 
Martyrs Brigades, an off-shoot of 
Arafat’s Fatah movement, was holed 
up, Palestinian sources said.

Soldiers demanded that the militant 
surrender as they exchanged fire with 
gunmen, Israeli sources said. They said 
troops killed the man when he tried to 
escape.

Palestinian security sources identi­
fied the man as Amjad Muhammad al- 
Saadi, 28.

The raid followed an Israeli incur­
sion into the West Bank city of 
Ramallah on Monday in which troops 
killed four Palestinians, including a

six-year-old boy. An army spokesman 
said special forces shot dead three 
Islamic militants who had opened fire 
on them.

The latest violence cast a shadow 
over the unofficial peace push in 
Geneva, getting underway after three 

years of bloodshed.
The international community has 

hailed the plan. Both Israel and 
Palestinian militants have condemned 
it. Efforts are also underway to revive 
an official U.S.-backed peace “road 
map”.

Palestinians shout anti-lsraeli slogans as they carry the body of Moied 
Hamdan, 6, a Palestinian boy in the West Bank city of Ramallah on Dec. 2 . 
Israeli forces killed four Palestinians, including a boy of six, in a major West 
Bank raid on Monday that provided a sharp contrast to the festive launch in 
Geneva of a symbolic Middle East peace accord. REUTERS

Tehran protests to 
US over Iranian 

killed in Iraq
TEHRAN, Dec 2 (Reuters) - Iran 

has sent an official protest to the 
United States over the killing of an 
Iranian by American troops during a 
fierce firefight in Iraq on Sunday, the 
official IRNA news agency said on 
Tuesday.

U.S. troops said they killed 54 
guerrillas in a battle to fight off coor­
dinated ambushes on armoured con­
voys carrying large quantities of ban­
knotes in the tense Iraqi town of 
Samarra.

Police said eight civilians were 
among the dead, including an Iranian

pilgrim.
“Iran’s Foreign Ministry sum­

moned the Swiss ambassador to 
Tehran on Monday to voice its strong 
protest over the killing of an Iranian 
by American forces,” the agency said.

Switzerland has looked after U.S. 
interests in Iran since Washington cut 
ties with Tehran shortly after the 1979 
Islamic revolution.

The Foreign Ministry called on 
Washington to investigate the 
Samarra incident and offer compensa­
tion to the dead Iranian’s family.

Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi 

said the United States should be held 
accountable for the killing of an 
Iranian which was “unjustifiable” 
under any pretext.

Iran, which fought an eight-year 
war with Iraq in the 1980s, strongly 
opposed the U.S.-led war to topple 
Saddam Hussein and has called on 
Washington to withdraw its troops 
and hand over full power to Iraqis as 
soon as possible.

“America has made the world inse­
cure by its irresponsible measures and 
it should end Iraq’s occupation soon,” 
Kharrazi said.
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China quake victims 

await help in freezing cold
BEIJING, Dec 2 (Reuters) - 

Chinese authorities were shipping 
tents, quilts and overcoats to the 
homeless after an earthquake in 
snow-clad mountains on the border 
with Kazakhstan toppled more than 
2,000 homes and killed 11 people, 
officials said on Tuesday.

But temperatures as low as minus 
20 d four degrees Fahrenheit) and 20 
cm (eight inches) of snow had 
delayed the arrival of rescue staff, 
officials and Xinhua news agency 
said.

The tremor, measuring 6.1 on the 
Richter scale, struck remote Zhaosu 
county, in the western Xinjiang 
region, as people were finishing 
breakfast or heading to work shortly 
after sunrise on Monday.

More than 1,000 people had been 
left without anywhere to stay after the 
tremor, an official with the No 76 
troupe of the Xinjiang Production and 
Construction Corps, the local militia, 
told Reuters.

“It is very cold here, about 20 
below, and the snow is deep,” anoth­
er official, Su Yuanming, said.

The quake was felt as far away as 
the Kazakh commercial capital, 
Almaty, and parts of Kyrgyztan.

Earthquakes are common in the 
rugged northwest. In February, a

quake measuring 6.8 on the Richter 
scale struck Xinjiang near the Silk 
Road oasis of Kashgar, killing nearly 
300 people and injuring more than 
4,000.

A woman receives food from a relief worker in the quake-hit Zhaosu County 
in the far western part of northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous 
Region on the night of Dec. 1. The quake, measuring 6.1 on the Richter scale, 
struck the remote county on Monday killing 11 people and leaving more than 
1,000 people homeless with temperatures as low as minus 20 degrees 
Celsius. NO ARCHIVES, NO SALES REUTERS

Zimbabwe opposition leader 
back in dock for treason

HARARE, Dec 2 (Reuters) - State 
lawyers in Zimbabwe who accuse the 
main opposition leader of plotting to 
kill President Robert Mugabe sought 
on Tuesday to amend the allegations 
against him as his treason trial 
resumed after a two-month break.

Morgan Tsvangirai, leader of the 
Movement for Democratic Change 
(MDC), is charged with planning 
Mugabe's assassination ahead of 2002 
polls that saw the veteran leader re­
elected amid allegations of rigging. If 
convicted, Tsvangirai could face the 
death penalty.

The state's original case held that 
Tsvangirai took part in three meetings 
related to the plot, including one in 
Canada where he asked a Montreal­
based political consultancy firm to 
arrange Mugabe’s assassination and 
effect a military coup.

But State prosecutor Joseph 
Musakwa said his team wished to 
amend the alleged content of the 
meeting in December 2001 saying it 
focused on “transitional arrangements 
after the assassination

as well as seeking military support 
after the elimination”.

The request drew an angry response 
from chief defence lawyer George 
Bizos, who said the amendment 
amounted to a “new overt act charge” 
against Tsvangirai and that the state 
had no evidence to support its case.

“This is putting Mr Tsvangirai on 
trial on a difference charge than the 
one he came to face My Lord. A new 
set of conspirators is now introduced,”

Bizos said.
Musakwa denied Tsvangirai’s 

defence would be prejudiced. The 
state’s original case rests mainly on a 
grainy, partly inaudible videotape of a 
meeting in Montreal between 
Tsvangirai and Canadian-based politi­
cal consultant Ari Ben-Menashe in 
which the prosecution said Mugabe’s 
“elimination” was discussed.

Ben-Menashe has admitted he taped 
the meeting using surveillance cam­
eras solely to get evidence for the gov­
ernment, with which he consequently 
signed a political lobbying contract, 
but he denies entrapping Tsvangirai.

The defence argues the video was 
doctored to discredit the MDC, the

biggest political threat to Mugabe’s 
23-year rule.

Tsvangirai is awaiting trial for a 
second treason charge that he tried to 
instigate the overthrow of Mugabe’s 
government through mass protests 
staged by the MDC in June.

The opposition leader has launched 
a legal challenge to Mugabe’s 2002 
re-election, which critics say was 
rigged.

Mugabe insists he won fairly and 
dismisses the MDC as a stooge of 
Western governments he says have 
sabotaged Zimbabwe’s economy in 
punishment for his distribution of 
white-owned commercial farmland 
among landless blacks.

Zimbabwe opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) President 
Morgan Tsvangirai arrives at the High Court in Harare Dec. 2. Tsvangirai is 
facing ongoing treason charges, which carries the death penalty, for 
allegedly plotting to assassinate President Robert Mugabe ahead of elections 
in 2000. REUTERS

South Korean team recommends 
more troops for Iraq

SEOUL, Dec 2 (Reuters) - A South 
Korean parliamentary team recomend­
ed on Tuesday that South Korea send 
more troops to Iraq — both combat and 
non-combat personnel — but warned 
that they could become the target of 
militants.

The team, which returned from a 
nine-day fact-finding mission to Iraq 
last week, made its recommendation 
two days after two South Korean civil­
ian workers were killed by gunmen in 
Iraq.

“Many experts shared the view that it 
would be desirable to form a group 
consisting of both combat and noncom­
bat troops to carry out security opera­
tions as well as medical and engineer­
ing works together,” the team said in a 
report.

South Korea already has 675 medical 
and engineering troops in Iraq but 
many South Koreans disagree with 
sending more and opposition has 
grown since the latest spate of attacks 
on U.S. and other foreign troops there.

The team, which submitted its report 
to parliament, said sending more troops 
could trigger attacks.

“The general perception of South 
Korea is favourable among Iraqi peo­
ple, but we can not rule out the possi­
bility that Korean soldiers may become 
targets of fresh attacks if additional 
troops are dispatched,” the team said in 
its report.

President Roh Moo-hyun pledged in 
October to send more troops to help the 
U.S.-led forces in Iraq and the govern­
ment reconfirmed its commitment on 
Monday after gunmen shot four Korean 
electrical workers — sub-contractors of 
a U.S. firm — near ousted president 
Saddam Hussein’s hometown of Tikrit.

Two of the Koreans were killed and 
two seriously wounded. A foreign min­
istry official said the two wounded 
Koreans, who were in critical condition 
on Monday, were showing signs of 
recovery.

Foreign Minister Yoon Young-kwan 
said on Monday it was not clear if they 
had been specifically targeted because 
of South Korea’s support for the U.S.- 
led force.

Two Japanese diplomats and seven 
Spanish intelligence agents were killed 
in other weekend attacks.

A South Korean woman in Seoul 
cries as she mourns the death of two 
South Korean electrical workers by 
gunmen in Iraq Dec. 2. Two South 
Koreans were killed in a shooting 
incident in Iraq near ex-president 
Saddam Hussein’s hometown of 
Tikrit on Sunday and two more were 
wounded, the South Korean Foreign 
Ministry said. REUTERS

The Embassy of United States of America announces for an immediate job opening within 
its organization.

“Voucher Examiner”
The position is located in the Financial Management Section, American Embassy, under the 
general supervision of the Financial Management Officer. Employee will examine moderately 
difficult and complex invoices for the Embassy, e.g. electricity, cell phone, water, telephone and 
airline bills and request payment of goods and services. Prepare and/or audit vouchers relating to 
above invoices. Maintain and develop spreadsheet, databases reports for utility payments or other 
payments. Act as alternate pay liaison to interact with Financial Service Center (FSC) and Post. 
As alternate timekeeper of the Embassy, maintain and report consolidated time and attendance, 
leave allowance, US and Locally Engaged Staff (LES) compensation issues.

Desired Qualifications:
Education: Completion of secondary school is required. College or technical study in accounting, 
budgeting, analysis and management is highly desired.
Prior work experience: From 3 to 4 years of progressively responsible experience in accounting 
and budget work is required.
Language proficiency: Level IV fluent in English and Arabic required.
Skills and abilities: Excellent Microsoft Excel and Access is a MUST. Be able to develop and 
maintain spreadsheets and database reports for utilities and other data reports.
Grade/Salary: *EFM/MOH/Non Ordinarily Resident: FP-9 (to be confirmed by Washington) 

*Ordinarily Resident: FSN-5 (trainee level) (FSN-6 is the full level).

As well as the United State Agency for International Development “USAID” renounces for 
jobs opening within its organization.

1. Health and population Specialist
The position is located in the United States Agency for International Development USAID, 
American Embassy, under the general supervision of the Representative of USAID. Employee 
will serve as a health and population specialist under USAID Yemen’s Strategic Objective 279- 
005: “Increased Use of Reproductive, Maternal, and Child Health Services in Targeted 
Governorates”. Incumbent will provide input and technical direction into the design, 
implementation, management, monitoring and evaluation of assigned activities and projects. Also 
conducts related discussions and negotiations with officials from the Yemeni Government, private 
sector, non-governmental organizations, and donors.

Required Qualifications:
Education: University degree in Public Health, Nursing, Health Planning and Management, 
Social Sciences or related field is required.
Prior work experience: Minimum ten years work experience in the public health and population 
development field, which demonstrates increasing responsibility for managing, analyzing, 
coordinating, and guiding significant analytical and project management efforts. Experience in 
monitoring and evaluating programs is required.

2. Agricultural Specialist
The position is located in the United States Agency for International Development USAID, 
American Embassy, under the general supervision of the Representative of USAID. The 
incumbent serves as a private sector development specialist, focus in agriculture, under USAID 
Yemen’s Strategic Objective 279-007 “Increased Income Opportunities and Food Security.” The 
incumbent is USAID Yemen’s local expert on all aspects of the Yemen agricultural sector and 
serves as the principle FSN advisor and analyst on these areas. S/he provides input and technical 
direction into the design, implementation, management, and monitoring and evaluation of 
assigned activities and projects. S/he also conducts related discussions and negotiations with 
officials from the Yemen Government, private sector, non-governmental organizations, and 
donors.

Required Qualifications
Education: Advanced University degree in Economics, Business management and Development, 
Agriculture or related field is required. Studies in agricultural development is highly desirable. 
Prior Work Experience: Minimum of seven years progressively responsible experience in the 
agricultural field, which demonstrates increasing responsibility for managing, analyzing, 
coordinating, and guiding significant analytical and project management efforts. Experience 
working in or with the private sector, especially in business management or marketing, is required.

Additional Required Qualifications for both positions:

Language proficiency: Level IV (fluent), strong oral and written proficiency in both English and 
Arabic is required.
Knowledge: Thorough understanding and knowledge of Yemen’s health and agricultural systems, 
and the government and non-government entities working in both field. This must be 
complemented by a comprehensive knowledge of 1) the economic, political, and cultural 
characteristics and 2) the social problems, resources, and development prospects/ priorities 
relating to health and agricultural developments.
Abilities: Demonstrated managerial skills to effectively manage assigned activities. Excellent 
skills to deal effectively with officials at the most senior levels of the Yemen government, US 
Embassy and USAID Mission, as well as donors and non-governmental organizations. Excellent 
communication and writing skills to conduct clear and effective discussions and to draft clear and 
accurate documents.

Grade for both positions: FSN-10

How to apply: All interested nationals should complete OF-612 or submit a current C.V. (with 
awards, recommendation letters, copies of degrees earned) that addresses the qualifications and 
requirements of the position as listed above and contact the Embassy Personnel Office, American 
Embassy, Dhahr Himyar Street, Sanaa. Tel: 303-155, no later than the December 14, 2003.

NOTE: ALL ORDINARILY RESIDENT APPLICANTS MUST BE RESIDING IN 
COUNTRY AND HAVE THE REQUIRED WORK AND RESIDENCY PERMITS TO BE 
ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION.
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YUKOS not ready to 
cede control to Sibneft

MOSCOW, Dec 2 (Reuters) - 
Shareholders in Russian oil giant 
YUKOS were locked in talks with rival 
Sibneft on Tuesday but a source close to 
them denied they were ready to surren­
der management control to save the 
firms’ sputtering merger.

“We are currently continuing negoti­
ations, but I don't think that anything 
material will happen this week”, a 
source close to YUKOS’ main share­
holders told Reuters.

The source denied a report in the Wall 
Sreet Journal that shareholders in the 
YUKOS were prepared to give up top 
management posts to Sibneft. “This is 
not true,” said the source, who request­
ed anonymity.

Sibneft stunned financial markets on 
Friday by suspending the $11 billion 
deal just as a new board was about to be 
appointed to run what would be the 
world’s fourth largest oil company 
measured by production.

However, another source close to the 
negotiations said the possibility of 
YUKOS’s making concessions to 
Sibneft in order to save the deal could 
not be completely ruled out.

“I think the sides will continue to

negotiate with a view to putting some 
more Sibneft people in place. From a 
company perspective that would be the 
best solution,” a source close to the 
negotiations said on Tuesday.

Whatever the outcome of the talks, 
both sides would have to reach a new 
agreement or stick with the original one, 
the source said.

“YUKOS has issued shares and paid 
out cash for this deal. If anything they 
could only do a new deal to try and 
unscramble as much of the old deal as 
possible but they could not just unwind 
the old deal”, the source added.

Sibneft’s owners, led by oil mogul 
Roman Abramovich, who also owns 
London’s Chelsea soccer club, have by 
suspending the merger put enormous 
pressure on YUKOS core shareholders 
including Khodorkovsky, whose arrest 
in October overshadowed the deal.

Boris Berezovsky, a Russian tycoon 
living in exile in London and a former 
Sibneft shareholder, has accused the 
well-connected Abramovich of acting in 
league with the Kremlin to wrest control 
of YUKOS from Khodorkovsky and his 
associates.

Prosecutors, who have accused bil-
lionaire Khodorkovsky of tax evasion 
and fraud, are widely believed to have 
acted at the bidding of the Kremlin 
which is anxious to rein in the powerful 
business oligarch’s political ambitions.

Analysts sceptical of a deal
Market analysts are sceptical that the 

deal can now survive with Sibneft 
insisting on new terms while 
Khodorkovsky languishes in jail and 
YUKOS is subjected to relentless pres­
sure from public prosecutors raking 
through its affairs.

A key shareholder in YUKOS, Leonid 
Nevzlin, said at the weekend he saw lit­
tle chance of the merger being revived. 
Nevzlin fled to Israel, fearing prosecu­
tion after Khodorkovsky’s arrest.

Shares in YUKOS were off 4.4 per­
cent at $10.52 by 1040 GMT after rising 
in early trade in reaction to the Wall 
Street Journal report. Sibneft shares 
were up 1.42 perent at $2.50.

In another blow to YUKOS, invest­
ment bank Brunswick UBS said on 
Tuesday it was downgrading the compa­
ny to neutral from buy as a result of 
Sibneft’s suspension of the merger.

It also said it had lowered its one year 
price target on YUKOS to $10.7 from 
$15.6 and to $42.8 for American 
Depositary Receipts from $62.4.

“We believe the underlying risks have 
materially escalated with these events, 
and that there is a significant risk the 
merger will not go through.” said 
Brunswick in a research note.

Some analysts believe Khodorkovsky 
may ultimately be prepared to cede top 
management positions to Sibneft in 
order to save the merger from collapse.

The demise of the merger would 
leave YUKOS even more vulnerable to 
assault from prosecutors and some ana­
lysts have speculated that the company 
could risk dismemberment if its explo­
ration licenses are revoked.

Russian parliamentary deputy Vladimir Yudin speaks at a news conference in 
Moscow, December 2. Yudin on Tuesday called for an investigation into the 
privatisation in the 1990s of oil company TNK, which has since been partly 
acquired by British oil giant BP. Yudin, who helped trigger a judicial investi­
gation into YUKOS which culminated in the arrest in October 2003 of its for­
mer chief executive Mikhail Khodorkovsky, said one of the people to benefit 
from the TNK privatisation was Khodorkovsky’s successor as CEO of 
YUKOS, Simon Kukes. REUTERS

Police arrest four terror 
suspects in London

LONDON, Dec 2 (Reuters) - 
British police said they arrested four 
men in London on Tuesday on suspi­
cion of ordering, planning or trying to 
carry out a terror attack.

The arrests were made in a series of 
pre-dawn raids in the southwest of the 
capital, said a spokeswoman for 
London’s Metropolitan Police. 
Security sources said the arrests were 
linked to international terrorism.

The suspects were being questioned 
at a central London police station.

“At 5.00 a.m. (GMT), officers from 
the Metropolitan Police Services’ 
anti-terrorism branch executed search 
warrants at six residential and three 
business premises in southwest 

London,” the spokeswoman said.
“Four men — two aged 29, one 

aged 28 and one aged 32 were arrest­
ed under section 41 of the terrorism 
act 2000 on suspicion of involvement 
in the commission, preparation or 
instigation of acts of terrorism.”

Britain has been on its second high­
est security alert for two weeks after 
intelligence officials said they had 
information that an attack was 
planned, without specifying any tar­
get.

On Monday, Britain’s anti-terror 
police were granted two more days to 
quiz a suspected would-be suicide 
bomber arrested in the southwestern 
town of Gloucester last Thursday.

Powell says don’t 
support Georgia’s 

restive regions
MAASTRICHT, Netherlands, Dec 2 

(Reuters) - U.S. Secretary of State 
Colin Powell said on Tuesday no back­
ing should be given to restive regions 
in Georgia which accuses Moscow of 
stocking their secessionist ambitions.

Georgian President Eduard 
Shevardnadze resigned last months 
after mass protests over allegations of 
vote rigging in parliamentary elections 
held on November 2. A new president 
will be elected on January 4.

“The international community 
should do everything possible to sup­
port Georgia’s territorial integrity 
throughout and beyond the election 
process,” Powell told a meeting of the 
Organisation for Security and coopera­
tion in Europe (OSCE).

“No support should be given to 
breakaway elements seeking to weaken 
Georgia’s territorial integrity,” he said.

Western states that see Georgia as a 
key transit country for a planned 
pipeline to bring Caspian oil to the 
Mediterranean are watching events 
there closely, mindful of a chaotic civil 
war that gripped the country in the 
1990s.

Georgia’s interim President Nino 
Burdzhanadze, an opposition leader 
appointed after Shevardnadze quit, 
accused Russia on Monday of interfer­
ing in the country’s domestic politics.

“They want their military bases to 
remain in Russian territory. They want 
to have Georgia not as a friend but as a 
dependent partner,” she told journalists 
at the OSCE, a body with 55 members 
from Europe, Central Asia and North 
America.

The Tbilisi government was angered 
last week when Russian officials met 
leaders from South Ossetia and 
Abkhazia — which broke free of 
Georgian control more than a decade 
ago and want to join Russia — and 
from Adzhara — which has never 
backed secession but is hostile to the 
new Georgian rulers.

“Our Russian colleagues should also 
understand that actions undermining 
Georgian sovereignty and territorial 

integrity similar to those we witnessed 
during the last week in Moscow ruin all 
positive messages and put us in an 
avoidable confrontational position,” 
Burdzhanadze said.

Free and fair elections
Powell urged support for Georgia’s 

new leaders after what he called last 
month’s “revolution of the roses” and 
called on Russia to stick to a deal 
struck with the OSCE for it to scale 
back its forces in Georgia. Russia has 
two bases in the country.

“My government looks forward to 
working with the interim Georgian 
government to ensure that new elec­
tions take place in accordance with the 
constitution,” Powell said.

“We expect the upcoming elections 
to be free and fair. OSCE must take an 
active role in supporting and observing 
the elections to help ensure the 
Georgian people have the opportunity 
to choose their leaders honestly.” he 
said.

“I also urge Russia and Georgia to 
resolve the remaining issues relating to 
the Russian military presence in 
Georgia.”

Burdzhanadze said she would ask 
Powell to help mediate with Russia 
when she met him on Tuesday.

Regional leaders accuse Mikhail 
Saakashvili, the Georgian opposition 
leader who is favourite to win the 
January presidential election, of con­
templating restoring control — possi­
bly through the use of force — over ter­
ritories lost to Tbilisi for a decade or 
more.

The Kremlin, which played a central 
role in negotiations leading to 
Shevardnadze’s resignation, has vowed 
not to interfere in the former Soviet 
republic's internal politics.

But after Russia’s meeting with 
regional Georgian leaders last week, 
the respected Moscow daily Izvestia 
said the Kremlin might try to engineer 
a formal break between Tbilisi and the 
two regions most hostile to Georgian 
rule.
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Policy to be revised

Improving agricultural 
and fish production

By Mahyoub al-Kamali 
Yemen Times Staff

A
dministration of the 
fund for encouraging 
agricultural and fish 
production has set up a 
plan for the fiscal year 

of 2004 and approved the formation of 
a committee to revise policy, define its 
relationship with the ministry of waters 
and environment, and its future tasks 
connected to improving living condi­
tions production of workers in agricul­
tural, fish and waters sectors.

The board of directors of the fund 
has also approved the implementation 
of projects that have not been finished, 
in accordance with legal rules for con­
tracts and enhancement of transparen­
cy.

The board has also approved the 
principle of linking between programs 
of support offered by the fund to the 
agricultural sector to the extent of suc­
cess of farmers in preserving the level 
of water basin.

The ministers of agriculture and irri­
gation and waters and environment 
have prepared a comprehensive enu­
meration of implemented dams and

barriers as well as those under con­
struction. They will also draw up a 
future map for dams and barriers sup­
ported by the fund.

The fund’s board of directors has 
also approved a plan for entering mod­
em means for irrigation with the aim of 
expansion in planting cotton, maintain­
ing the policy of supporting seeds and 
fighting cotton epidemics as well as 
spending 10% of net profits to farmers.

A report issued by the State 
Establishment for Textile Industry 
mentions that rehabilitation of cotton 
ginnery and expansion in planting it 
has contributed to employment of 27 
thousand workers, providing 497 new 
job opportunities and the return of 670 
workers to work in the factory of tex­
tiles in Aden. The report also mentions 
that the productive capacity of cotton 
crop was raised by 125%.

The High Council of Administration 
of the Fund of Agricultural and Fish 
Production has lately approved the 
building of a factory for modern net­
works of irrigations contributed to by 
the establishment for agricultural serv­
ices by 50% and submitting the 
remainder 50% for general contribu­
tion. Pomegranates orchard

A five-point jjrogram
Reforming Yemen’s 

finance and administration
Yemen Times Staff

T
he Ministry of Civil 
Service has launched a 
program for the financial 
and administrative reform 
composed of five signifi­

cant points related to administering 
human resources, individual informa­
tion, a system on salaries information 
and development of accountancy 
information system, administering the 
change, and restructuring.

The more significant of those com­
ponents is the development of 
accountancy information system that 
the Ministry of Finance is now imple­
menting in its second phase, aiming to 
improve the financial and accountancy 
system to cover all units inside the 
Sana’a capital secretariat, and estab­
lishing a computer network linking the 
concerned parties.

The project includes the develop­
ment of financial and accountancy 
information system at the ministries of 
education, public works, public health

and population and the Central bank of 
Yemen. The project connects those 
parties with digital lines and its main 
center is at the Ministry of Finance.

The accountancy system aims at 
realizing better benefit from govern­
ment financial revenues, facilitating 
government financial works, imple­
mentation of budgets, controlling 
payable expenses and accounts and 
managing cash amounts and fixed 
assets. The Ministry of Finance has 
implemented the first phase of the 
project that included preparing and 
operating the system in the ministry 
and other sides via electronic commu­
nications from the finance ministry 
and the central bank of Yemen.

The Ministry of Civil Service is 
attaching hope to implementing the 
projects it is one of the basic pillars for 
the reforming polices in administra­
tion connected with the general strate­
gy for modernizing and updating the 
system of civil service leading to sup­
porting the institutional structure in 
finance. Specialized sources at the

Ministry of Finance mention that the 
accountancy project would be com­
pleted in its third phase. This phase 
includes entering the financial and 
accountancy systems to include all the 
country’s governorates and districts 
and it is expected to be accomplished 
by the end of next year.

This approach comes in the context 
of the Yemeni government endeavor to 
complete the economic reform pro­
gram it had begun implementing it in 
1995. The reform program stresses 
that success of the private sector 
investments in the country greatly 
depends on the honest administrative 
machinery characterized by efficiency 
and effectiveness.

The whole matter requires simplifi­
cation of government structure and 
measures and accountability of admin­
istrative apparatuses for the accom­
plished results. It also requires 
improvement of skills, reduction of 
civil servants numbers and drawing up 
budgets for realizing speed in finish­
ing works.

$150 million cement factory for Lahj
By Yemen Times Staff

T
he National Company for 
Cement has completed 
technical and economic 
studies on the feasibility 
of building a new factory 

for cement industry in the government 
of Lahj.

The cost of first phase amounts to 
$61 million, and it is to end up at $150 
million.

The company intends to submit a big 
proportion of the project’s shares to 
general contribution for opening

opportunity for all segments of the 
society to invest their savings in this 
significant investment project. A feasi­
bility study on investment in cement 
industry and marketing reveals attrac­
tive profits for investors contributing 
to managing the project which is con­
sidered an essential addition to eco­
nomic development in Yemen.

Building the new plant in the gover­
norate of Lahj is the first of its kind for 
the Group of Hayel Saeed Ana’am and 
a number of private sector magnates.

It is expected that the cement plant 
would produce 1.3 million tons a year

and that would cover Yemen’s needs of 
cement and the surplus to be exported 
abroad. There are four Yemeni-govern- 
ment financed cement factories pro­
ducing more than 1.4 million tons a 
year. But the amount does not met the 
increasing consumption need and 
therefore Yemen imports quantities of 
cement from Saudi Arabia, Jordan and 
Egypt.

Sources at the National Company 
for Cement say that the plant would 
begin production by 2006 and this 
would speed up solving the now aggra­
vating cement crisis.

Translator 
required

A full-time Arabic to English translator is required 
to work in a reputable institution in Sanaa four 
days a week.

The translator must have at least three years 
experience in translation of material in various 
topics from Arabic to English. He/she must be 
perfect in translation, be creative, able to make 
quick decisions and be reliable. Applicants must 
work in the institution’s office, and can be called for 
extra hours when emergencies arise.

Those who feel are eligible for the post should send 
their CVs plus contact information so they can be 
invited to interviews on fax 268276 until the 
deadline of December 15, 2003.

Applications received after the deadline will not be 
considered...
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Words of Wisdom

It is in my belief that grass-roots level 
organizations such as unions and syndi­
cates are vital contributors to the system 
because of their broad-based interac­
tion. They give tangible meaning to 
popular participation within a demo­
cratic context. Therefore, any effort to 
broaden the participation base of deci­
sion-making in this country should, in 
part, involve the unions and syndicates. 
This means letting these organizations 
do their job.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999) 
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR 
OPINION

Poverty cannot 
be celebrated

This eid was somewhat unique in bringing together 
families as those working in cities were able to seize this 
opportunity and travel to their respective villages and 
enjoy their time there.

However, there were also some sad moments lived by 
many poor and deprived families throughout the country. 
Just as the wealthy and middle-class Yemenis were cele­
brating their eid with joy and happiness, most of the poor 
were also struggling to get the essential needs in feeding 
their children, let alone think about the new eid clothes.

Poor children could be seen begging at the doors of 
mosques during eid prayers, their filthy tom clothes were 
still on them. They continued to ask for five rials (less than 
3 US cents) stretching their hands to every worshipper 
hurrying to leave the mosque and celebrate the eid with his 
family.

Their misery continued throughout the day and during 
the three days of the eid as they continued to roam the 
streets looking for food from trashcans and garbage col­
lectors. For them, eid has brought no joy and was just like 
any other miserable day.

Similar images are repeated from East to West and 
South to North. In some areas, people die in the eid days 
because of lack of money to purchase medicine.

On the day before the official vacation, there was a 
group of poor people, mostly from the Akhdam (original­
ly African) community waiting at certain pre-allocated sta­
tions for whatever amounts that would be given to them by 
the government. Long queues were formed one full day in 
advance to get sums as low as USD 10. Nevertheless, 
some still couldn’t get a penny.

Poverty in Yemen is on the rise, so is unemployment 
and disease. Everything is pointing to a gloomy future 
with little hope for the upcoming generations, especially 
those who lack the funds to go to school and hence revert 
to the street where they beg and become street children.

This is why the eid that just passed wasn’t an eid in the 
true sense for a significant portion of the population. What 
I fear is that this portion would increase in size if nothing 
is done to limit the ever increasing poverty and unem­
ployment rates.

Let us join hands to seek ways to enhance the standard 
of living of those who were deprived from the joy of eid. 
After all, we need to at least have them smile and feel 
happy in this precious time. Isn’t this what eid is all about?

Just as poverty cannot be celebrated by the poor during 
the eid, it should not have been celebrated by some corrupt 
officials who spend millions of rials during those days 
knowing that hundreds of thousands don’t know the true 
meaning of eid joy.

Will the conscience of those offi­
cials awake one day? The Editor
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Warlords and government struggle

Somalia: a playground 
of foreign patrons

By Sadat Mahamed Yusuf 
drgeesh@hotmail.com

S
omalia is a country with heavy 
social build up and very primi­
tive tribal devotions which is 
almost revengeful. Offensive 
nomads who feel that they 

have immediate knowledge for every­
thing and rule of the law is a hostile which 
is customary attained from a 14 century 
way of imposing wills of authoritarian to 
others.

Tribes in Somalia has a chief which is 
well known to the rules of giving evi­
dence unfairly and appears hostile to any 
other tribe. Sometimes amongst his own 
clansmen the chiefs would not either 
demonstrate corrections not would they 
preserve peace. Rather they prefer war for 
their own advantage those socio-cultural 
and socio-economic linkage between kin­
ship in Somalia are mostly primitive.

Although individuals own their camels, 
they must pay per person for the compen­
sation of the killed person from outside 
tribes or between them and also defend 
the pasturelands for grazing and wells for 
watering their animals.

The poets say their words to erect the 
starting points, which lack ending points. 
Nevertheless, the progress of a society is 
evolutionary. During the civil war 
Somalia witnessed one of the most venge­
ful war between the tribes. It was the era 
of the tribes fighting between them after

that free for all war ended the balance 
between the tribes came into effect, 
although the enlarged civil war in 
Somalia, brought many changes like 
social order, social behavior.

It changed religion doctrines from 
Sufism to al-Wahabism, the ways of 
chiefdoms where maintained showing 
some split between a single tribesmen 
while we witness faction leader, the polit­
ical wing of a given tribe the changes 
from those factions now had formed 
alliances with other function united with 
common aims and interests.

This means precedent creating meth­
ods during any reconciliation conference, 
when a faction has felt threatened, and 
usually those alliances disintegrate after 
the conference failed to produce an agree­
ment.

We would not expect for ever national 
strongman which can bring the country 
under his controls. We know the contra­
dictions and strife on the ground were cre­
ated the fair play of the warlords wracked 
by infighting between them. Victory will 
not emerge or a degree of order will not 
restored by the ruthless warlords.

They never agreed and will not agree 
on anything. After ten years of warlords 
rule in pursuing each other, where they 
imposed a deathly peace in Somalia. 
President of Djibouti, Ismail Omar Gele, 
proposed a peace conference. When the 
Arab world supported Gele’s initiatives, 
they eventually produced an interim gov­

ernment after the fall of Mohamed Said.
That government did not work. Why? 

It’s not easy to answer considering the 
turmoil in the country and clan rivalries, 
and other destabilizing factors. For exam­
ple Ethiopia is heavily in favor of the war­
lords because there is balance between 
them and obsessed with countering the 
existence of the interim government. The 
latest explosion was the ongoing confer­
ence in Nairobi after Djibouti ambassador 
withdrew and accused certain circles 
without naming are undermining the ini­
tiatives to settle Somali disputes.

Because of Ethiopian hardliners’ offer 
for the conference, it dampened the con­
ference’s hopes to unify the interim gov­
ernment and the warlords. Rather it split 
the interim government on one hand, and 
the warlords on the other.

Then some key warlords and the inter­
im president withdrew from the confer­
ence after more than a year of negotiation 
in Nairobi, Kenya. Every body knows 
that the bedrock principle of Ethiopian 
policy towards Somalia is not even to cre­
ate a puppet government.

Nevertheless Ethiopia’s romantic 
hopes are likely to meet frustration and 
spreading the fire to the peace and stabi­
lized cities of Ethiopia, while fire is inher­
ited by ash only it would be better for that 
country to devote her energies to some­
thing more realistic and more accurate 
than wasting efforts to let the ungovern­
able not to be governed.

Response to Barkatullah Marwat
By David Welch
davidwelch@clara.co.uk

I
 have a few comments regarding 
the article of Barkatullah Marwat’s 
article published recently in the 
Yemen Times.

“But one thing is crystal clear. During 
the Cold War, had the Muslims not sup­
ported US so generously.... ”

The Muslim countries supported which 
ever side profited them most, they sold 
themselves to the highest bidder just like 
the rest of the countries in the world.

“Surprisingly and ironically, soon 
after the disintegration of the USSR, the 
real face of the US appeared from behind 
her friendly mask, from which the 
Muslims were simply ignorant and obliv­
ious. The Afghan Muhajireen along with 
their homeland (Afghanistan) were left 
short on their mercy. ”

By this I suppose you mean that they 
were left to govern themselves in there 
own country, something that they had 
been fighting for over a decade. What 
would you say if immediately after the 
Soviets moved out the US had moved in? 
Would they have been seen in your eyes 
as being merciful?

No. you would have damned them if 
they did and now you damn them because 
they didn’t. Where were the Muslim 
countries during all this, what did they do 
to help there Afghan brothers in their 
fight for liberty, Absolutely nothing.

“Likewise, the US also turned a blind 
eye to Pakistan, imposing sanctions on it 
for developing nuclear weapons. ”

I suppose that you would advocate all 
countries having nuclear weapons? 
Muslim countries are powerless to put a

break on nuclear proliferation. Thank 
God that some countries are willing to 
take it seriously and do something about 
it. Imagine if Iraq or Iran or had long 
range nuclear weapons, would you sleep 
sound in your bed?

“And finally, it decided to set eyes on 
the oil-rich resources of the Middle 
East.”

Sorry, I thought they were being paid 
for their oil, perhaps you could tell me 
when a single barrel of oil was stolen.

“Admittedly, one sad incident took 
place. That was the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. Nobody knew, except the 
US, at whose request Saddam Hussain 
did that. ”

Sad incident! , this is a little bit of an 
understatement. Saddam invaded Kuwait 
at the US request!? Which planet do you 
live on?

“A coalition of 32 allied forces came 
into being which was led by the US. ”

Thank God they did. The Arab coun­
tries would have had neither the willing­
ness or power do anything. The Arab 
counties own a debt of gratitude to the US 
and its coalition, if Saddam had not been 
stopped all the bordering states would 
have been at risk and you would now 
need an Iraqi visa to visit Mecca.

“It was quite ridiculous to see Iraqi 
forces, that had ended its almost 10-year 
long war with Iran, were not only deadly 
exhausted and tired but also needed to 
take a rest as well as mending the dents of 
their devastated economy! ”

Poor Iraqi forces, I am sure they were 
very tired after killing half a million of 
their neighbors, but they still had enough 
strength to rape, pillage an murder the 
Kuwaitis

“Assuring them of full support,

Saddam crushed their uprising merciless­
ly by killing thousands of them, but they 
miserably failed to see the US shipment. 
What a shame! I feel the dead are still 
cursing and yelling at the US for their 
unpardonable betrayal. ”

Just a minute, didn't you just say “but 
amazingly, the US did not walk out of the 
region even when the dust of the Desert 
Storm settled down ”

Do you want the US there or don’t you 
want them there?

You say “What a shame!” I fully agree, 
but where were the shipments from the 
Arab countries, shouldn’t they feel 
ashamed for not lifting a finger to help 
their Muslim brothers or is it just the US.

I am not going to continue picking 
holes in your article, there is no point. I 
fully support a free press and believe that 
it is right that people can voice there opin­
ions. However I find hard to think that 
you actually believe what you have writ­
ten, it is clearly aimed at poisoning the 
minds of the readers.

I am not a US citizen, and I am not anti 
Arab or anti Muslim. I have spent many 
years in the Middle East and three years 
in Yemen. Neither am I under any allu­
sion that everything that the US does is 
right. There policy of supporting Israel 
what ever it does is a tragic mistake and 
the reasons behind the war in Iraq were 
clearly based on lies.

But the Muslim countries (and espe­
cially their journalists) have got to get off 
this hang-up of feeling persecuted and 
blaming everything on others. They need 
to take a hard look at themselves. Are 
they really helpless victims at the mercy 
of ruthless US policy? Or is a lot of the 
problems in there world of there own 
making?

‘Fox News’ has nothing to 
do with us

The press or media that you 
refer to specifically 
“FOX News” has very little to 

do with the educated 
American’s decision to 
remove Saddam from power. 
We look at all the information 
available before we form an 
opinion. Don’t let the facts 
like Saddam’s treatment of 
the Iraq people cloud your 
opinion of what the war was 
truly about.

William Ford 
USA 

meghtz@aol.com

Why the US is hated

What about the failed pol­
icy of the Arab world in 
failing to protect tens of thou­

sands of murdered Muslims in 
Iraq? Please do not talk about 
America’s failed policy when 
the Arabs have betrayed and 
murdered their own by doing 
nothing for the past 10 years 
about the butcher of Baghdad, 
Saddam. You let your own 
people be slaughtered by the

thousands and then you have 
the nerve to object to the US 
fixing the problem? Surely, 
you see the hypocrisy in your 
thought process.

As an American, I am 
delighted that the US has seen 
fit to try and protect Muslims 
from a brutal dictator.

The US is hated because it 
has put people on notice that 
terrorism and murder will not 
be tolerated. Nobody likes a 
nation which established the 
rules for other’s behavior. 
When you are the most pow­
erful nation on the earth, it is 
really easy for others to con­
demn and criticize.

Of course, the others have 
no suggestions or ideas at all 
as to how to fix the terrorism 
issues and protect innocent 
people. Muslims could have 
fixed this Middle East issue, 
but you did nothing. When 
Kuwait was invaded 10 years 
ago by Saddam, you did noth­
ing. In Yemen, you have 
many terrorists. What did you 
do? Let them out of prison for 
Ramadan!!! Are you people

crazy?
Americans are getting real­

ly sick of being hated by the 
world when the rest of the 
world does nothing about the 
problems. This American 
could now care less what 
other countries think. I want 
to save lives and protect peo­
ple, Muslims included even if 
the Arabs do not care about 
their own.

Byron Allen
Houston, Texas, USA 
ballen@novolink.net

Like father NOT like son 
Reading the editorials of

Waleed Al-Saqqaf and 
comparing them to the writ­
ings of his blessed late father, 
one sees a stark contrast in 
priority of viewpoints. 
Whereas the late founder of 
YT was more concerned with 
Yemen and its internal affairs, 
we mostly find the current 
editor’s writings discussing 
external affairs that 99% of 
Yemenis in Yemen have no 
control, stake, or any interest 
in (other than verbally dis­

cussing at Qat sessions).
With all that is going on in 

Yemen (with some of the 
worst scenarios of humanity 
being acted right in front of 
your eyes) it is disheartening 
to find our cream of the crop 
(educated and motivated 
Yemenis in Yemen) spending 
their time, effort, and 
resources in analyzing, pon­
dering, and criticizing exter­
nal events, when they could 
simply put all their resources 
to brainstorm solutions to 
Yemen’s current dilemma's: 
which run into the thousands 
as it is going from being the 
poorest Arab nation to the 
poorest nation in Asia, and 
who knows, one day in the 
whole world.

Since the passing of the 
Yemen Times’ founder, 
Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, the pri­
orities of the newspaper have 
changed. It has moved from 
being a vehicle of change to 
simply another tabloid. This is 
disheartening.

Majid Shahmaj 
shahmaj@hotmail.com

COMMON
SENSE

By Hassan Al-Haifi

Occupied Territories

Sharon is 
the problem
T

he obvious fact that is becoming more 
apparent, is that Ariel Sharon, Prime 
Minister of Israel, represents the major 
drawback to the achievement of a peaceful 
settlement of the Middle East problem, 

especially between the Palestinian Authority and Israel. 
This is not just an Arab or Palestinian claim, or the 
claim of Europeans, who have now become 
“Eurocentric anti-Semites”, as William Safire of the 
New York Times alludes. Many prominent Israelis 
themselves have now also pointed this out on more than 
one occasion. Many Israeli liberals have often suggest­
ed for some time that the Israeli government must dis­
play more visible seriousness towards the quest for a 
peaceful settlement with the Palestinians.

More recently, many Israeli military personnel under 
uniform went even further. The refusal last month or so 
of 27 conscientious Israeli pilots to carry out bombing 
missions against Palestine civilians underscores the 
serious criticisms by the very elements that Sharon 
wants to carry out his bloodbath of the Palestinians. The 
latter was further enhanced by the more recent criticism 
of the Chief of Staff of the Israeli “defense” forces, as 
well as the objections raised by four former Shin Bet 
(Israeli Secret Police) directors against the current poli­
cies of the Sharon government in the occupied territo­
ries and the deliberate suffering encountered by the 
Palestinians. All have clearly pointed out that such 
aggressive policies actually work against the interests of 
Israel, and in fact undermine the security of Israeli citi­
zens, while Ariel Sharon continues to carry out a deter­
mined effort to choke out the Palestinians and render 
them homeless.

Furthermore, there is the civil society exercise, 
known as the Geneva Accord, which was undertaken by 
Yasser Abdo Rabbo, former Information Minister of the 
Palestine Authority and Yossi Beilin, former Israeli 
Justice Minister and their respective colleagues. The 
participants in the exercise represent a cross-section of 
prominent Palestinian and Israeli prominent figures, 
most of whom are active in their respective non-gov­
ernmental sector.

Although the accord did not bear any official weight, 
it nevertheless showed that it is feasible for both Israeli 
and Palestinian factions to reach agreement when 
extreme dogmatism is set aside and a neutral sponsor, 
such as the Swiss government, steers the negotiations to 
a viable agreement covering all the issues of concern to 
both factions - even such sensitive issues as Jerusalem 
(with all its ramifications), illegal Jewish settlements 
and Palestinian refugees.

To add to this emerging anti-Sharon phenomenon, 
the fourth development comes as a severe blow to the 
public relations of the Israeli government, which 
emphasizes that persistent Zionist intransigence under 
the false pretense of “fighting terror”, is not so easily 
digested by international public opinion anymore. 
Whitewashing a clearly obvious deliberate campaign to 
make life (and death) a miserable plight for the 
Palestinians is simply no longer possible, especially 
with the well-informed European public. Responding to 
recent polls, the majority of the people of Europe (in lit­
erally every member state of the European Union) 
viewed Israel as the most serious threat to world peace. 
Even formerly staunch supporters of the Zionist state, 
such as the Dutch, concurred with the overall European 
perspective. Zionist and Zionist supporters’ efforts to 
belittle this inescapable reaction to continued Zionist 
intransigence in the Holy Land or allude anti-Semitism 
as the cause d’etre behind such unexpected European 
outlook could not dispel the obvious setback dealt to the 
very expensive and well-organized blemishing efforts 
in the public media continuously unleashed in the vari­
ous media channels in Europe and the United States.

Of course, the Sharon government shrugged off all 
these developments by dubbing them from “treason” to 
the usual accusation of Anti-Semitism. In the meantime, 
it is business as usual in the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip, with Israeli troop incursions, destruction of 
Palestinian homes and infrastructure, settlement build­
ing, blocking access to houses of worship (Christian and 
Moslem) and the continued unabashed construction of 
the “Security Wall”, mostly on Palestinian territory, etc. 
It is worth noting that for the last two months the 
Palestinians have not undertaken any violent activities 
amidst Israeli civilians, albeit with some intermittent 
operations against military or settlement positions - 
genuine resistance activities against an illegal occupa­
tion.

The continued rude position of the Sharon govern­
ment is not surprising, with the right wing extremists 
continuing to hold the political reigns in Tel Aviv. 
However, the American position and the similarly 
oblivious manner to which recent development have 
been received by the Bush Administration, continue to 
encourage Sharon to proceed on his agenda and to dis­
play contempt for any genuine efforts towards a peace­
ful solution of the conflict or to get the “Road Map to 
Peace” on forward gear. Accordingly, there are really no 
grounds for expecting any wisdom in US policy in the 
Middle East to be seen by anyone nor for dismissing Dr. 
Mahathir Mohammed’s last resounding observations 
before his retirement from the international and domes­
tic Malaysian political arena.

I
t was a very long eid vacation compared to the reg­
ular vacations. A total of eleven days of leisure time 
was used by many Yemenis working in the private 
or public sectors by visiting relatives in villages or 
making trips to other cities.

Policies:
- All opinion articles that have not been written by Yemen Times staff on the 

Opinion and Op-Ed pages do not necessarily represent the newspaper’s 
opinion and hence YT could not be held accountable for their consequences.

- Letters to the Editor must include your name and signature, address and 
telephone number. Letters should not exceed 2,000 characters in length. We 
reserve the right to edit letters and articles for clarity, style, length and legal 
contents. Any article or letter submitted cannot be returned to the writer 
under any circumstances.

- To advertise in the paper, contact the advertising department in any of the 
offices of the newspaper.
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No peace, 
more blood

By Dr Azzam Tamimi

For the New Nation - Bengladesh

S
eptember 2003 will go 
down in history as the 
month when the doors of 
hell opened in Palestine. 
History will also record that 

this might not have happened had it not 
been for the landmark decision of the 
European Union’s foreign ministers on 
6 September 2003 in Italy. The EU 
finally succumbing to pressure from 
the US and Britain adopted a resolu­
tion blacklisting the political wing of 
the Islamic Resistance Movement in 
Palestine (Hamas).

The rumour was that the government 
of Prime Minister Mahmud Abbas had 
pleaded with the US and the EU to pro­
scribe the political wing of Hamas hav­
ing ordered the closure of a number of 
Islamic Palestinian charities inside the 
Gaza Strip to match the Europeans’ 
decision to freeze the bank accounts of 
several Palestinian charities across 
Europe. British Foreign Secretary Jack 
Straw, who was instrumental in secur­
ing the EU’s move, was quoted as con­
fiding to a leading Muslim community 
figure in London that the request had 
come direct from Mahmud Abbas.

Although Britain had been keen to 
have a go at Hamas others in the EU, 
especially France, were rather hesitant. 
However, US pressure and British bro­
kerage eventually worked and Hamas 
was declared a terrorist organisation. 
Ironically, EU’s announcement coin­
cided with Mahmud Abbas’s submis­
sion of resignation to President Yasir 
Arafat.

Abbas quit after becoming absolute­
ly sure that the Palestinian legislative 
council would deny him a vote of con­
fidence in response to a motion tabled 
by a strong lobby loyal to Arafat. If 
Abu Mazin had indeed requested the 
assistance of the Americans and the 
Europeans in curtailing Hamas, he 
gained no benefit; all the gain was 
Sharon’s.

In no time Israeli Apache helicopters 
with cover provided by Israeli Fl6s 
fired rockets at an apartment block in 
Gaza where Shaikh Yasin and senior 
aide Ismail Haniyah were visiting a 
friend.

The Shaikh escaped with light 
wounds

Soon afterwards Arafat accepted the 
resignation of Mahmud Abbas. Few 
people shed tears since Abbas’ cabinet 
had been perceived by most 
Palestinians as an Israeli collaborating 
agency that would be willing to turn 
Palestinian against Palestinian, accom­
plish what became known as an impos­
sible mission. Despite the dramatic 
turns of events, there were some who 
still had hope in the Road Map.

It was the response of Hamas to the 
failed assassination attempt on its 
leader’s life on 9 September that pro­
nounced the Road Map dead and 
beyond resuscitation. If more proof 
were needed, it was provided by Israel: 
it reacted to the Tel Aviv and Jerusalem 
human bombs’ by leveling Dr 
Mahmud Al-Zahar’s house, wounding 
the entire household and killing his 
elder son and his own bodyguard.

Boost for Hamas?
The greatest fear of the Palestinians 

since the US launched the ‘Road Map’ 
in the aftermath of the fall of Baghdad 
has been the prospect of an internal 
conflict, especially between the two 
major factions, Al-Fatah (the backbone 
of the PLO) and Hamas. It is no secret 
to the Palestinians or close observers 
of their affairs that these rivals for the 
hearts, minds and pockets of the 
Palestinians, the Hamas and Al-Fatah, 
have never ceased to treat each other 
with suspicion and mistrust.

However, the appointment of 
Mahmud Abbas as prime minister and 
the formation of a special-task cabinet 
whose portfolios were entrusted to the 
likes of Muhammad Dahlan - a confi­
dant of Israel and the US - had sent sig­

nals all over the occupied territories 
that the Road Map’s real objective 
could never be achieved without 
drowning the Palestinians in a blood­
bath.

Hamas and for that matter other mil­
itant factions were to be dismantled 
and the new Palestinian task force was 
to take full control to secure the safety 
of the Israelis. But that was not all! 
Israel under Sharon’s leadership made 
it a condition that it would not recog­
nise, let alone deal with, Yasir Arafat. 
That in a sense paved the way for an 
unprecedented yet undeclared, alliance 
between Hamas and Arafat.

It was this alliance that made it pos­
sible for military wings of both Hamas 
and Al-Fatah to plan and execute joint 
military attacks: against Israeli instal­
lations in the West Bank and Gaza. 
Having known each other’s weakness­
es, Hamas and Arafat recognised their 
strength in alliance. The secret of this 
empowering alliance lay in recognis­
ing that Mahmud Abbas and his cabi­
net were a threat to both.

And Mahmud Abbas did not take 
long to realise the impossibility of his 
mission: in as much as Arafat was ‘un- 
marginable’ Hamas was ‘un-disman- 
table’, so the Road Map was bound to 
fail.

It is now indisputably certain that 
soon after the failure of the Camp 
David summit towards the end of the 
Clinton administration, the Israeli 
establishment took an irreversible 
decision to marginalise Arafat. The 
creation of a prime minister’s post was 
part of this process. Therefore it was 
only understandable that right from the 
beginning an irresolvable dispute over 
powers and authority broke out 
between Arafat and his prime minister.

However, it was much earlier, short­
ly after Camp David in the summer of 
2000, that Arafat and his supporters 
felt threatened and opted to strengthen 
their position by hardening their 
stance.

Among the measures which they 
took were the igniting, or at least aid­
ing, the Intifada (uprising) towards the 
end of September 2000; setting up Al- 
Fatah’s Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades; and 
reconciling differences with Hamas. 
The Islamic resistance movement 
seemed to win more hearts and minds 
of the people within and without 
Palestine as well as among Arabs and 
Muslims worldwide. With a shrewd­
ness rarely found among contemporary 
Arab leaders Arafat’s attitude towards 
Hamas had followed the line, ‘if you 
can’t beat them, join them.’

Seeking deliverance: Since the mid- 
1970s several attempts were made by 
Islamically inclined members of Al- 
Fatah to re-connect with the Islamic 
roots of the movement. The founders 
of Al-Fatah had all been either com­
mitted members of the Muslim 
Brotherhood or its sympathisers. They 
were inspired, if at least partly, by the 
declarations of the founder Hasan Al- 
Banna (1906-49) on Palestine and his 
prescription for the Ummah, the global 
Muslim community, to deliver itself 
from backwardness and foreign hege­
mony.

However. Al-Fatah, whose name 
was derived from a Qur’anic chapter 
meaning ‘glorious victory’, rapidly 
shed its Islamic identity and put on a 
brand of Arab nationalism doused in 
Marxism. Those committed to the 
Islamic agenda had one of two choices: 
‘either conform or leave!’ The way the 
organisation was structured, funded 
and run led to the failure of the 
attempts made by Islamically inclined 
members to effect a balance let alone 
reform. These attempts resulted in 
either being aborted from within, split 
or liquidated.

At the turn of the new century’ Al 
Fatah young recruits, who had been in 
rivalry with Hamas counterparts for 
more than a decade, found themselves 
identifying with that Hamas was 
upholding; they could not help but 
admire the great sacrifices made by its 

leaders and recruits.
Meanwhile the crisis within was 

deepening after the Oslo ‘peace 
process’ failed to deliver anything tan­
gible for that Palestinians while the 
leaders of Al-Fatan seemed to offer the 
most unacceptable and unthinkable 
compromises to Israel in the hope of 
snatching something out of them.

On the eve of the September 2000 Al 
Aqsa Intifada, Hamas was proving as 
resilient as ever and showing immense 
ability to withstand all kinds of pres­
sure from various circles - local, 
regional and international - to abandon 
its struggle in favour of the ‘peace 
process’.

The deliverance of Al-Fatah from its 
predicament came in the form of a 
regenerated zeal, a revival of armed 
struggle to quench the thirst of the 
young recruits and satisfy their desire 
to exact revenge against their Israeli 
oppressors. It was time for Al-Fatah’s 
military wing ‘Al-Aqsa Martyrs 
Brigades’ to be born.

The contrast: However, the problem 
is farm from over for these zealous 
young men and women. The edifice of 
their movement will remain brittle and 
vulnerable. The mildest of political 
winds may cause it to shift position 
and change direction.

Hamas was born out of a grassroot 
organisation that had existed for more 
than half a century. The founders of the 
Palestinian Islamic liberation move­
ment were the Muslim

Brotherhood (Al-Ikhwan Al- 
Muslimun) of Palestine and the local 
Palestinian chapter of the international 
umbrella of the Brotherhood move­
ment that had branches across the 
globe.

The founders of Al-Fatah on the 
other hand were a small group of mid­
dle and upper class Palestinian intel­
lectuals who sowed a seed that later 
became a massive organisation. It had 
an extensive bureaucracy that pro­
duced branches and interests wherever 
the Palestinian Diaspora extended.

If one may imagine Hamas to be a 
pyramid with its tip facing upwards, 
Al-Fatah is an inverted pyramid hang­
ing on its tip. That reflects the differ­
ence in the frame of reference in both 
cases: in the case of Hamas it is an 
immutable well founded frame, where­
as in the case of Al-Fatah it is as muta­
ble as it can get.

Ten years after the peace agreement 
was signed on the White House lawn 
between Israel and the PLO nothing 
stands vindicated other than Hamas’ 
immutable flame of reference that is 
above all pragmatism and that is resist­
ant to all utilitarian or Darwinian pre­
texts. And it is quite a simple one:

Palestine is part of the Arab and 
Islamic land that fell to colonial con­
trol following the liquidation of the 
Ottoman caliphate, and Israel is a colo­
nial military outpost that sought to 
solve Europe’s own Jewish problem 
and perpetuate colonial authority in the 
heart of the Muslim homeland. The 
Palestinians who are victims of the 
game of the powerful have every legit­
imate right to struggle through all 
legitimate means available to them in 
older to regain their freedom and 
homeland.

In this sense, the frame of reference 
of Hamas is no different from what the 
Vietnamese freedom fighters, the 
African National Congress strugglers 
against apartheid or the French resist­
ance against the Nazi occupation of 
France would have taken to be their 
frame of reference.

However, for quite sometime, 
Hamas could not express its frame of 
reference in a language that the world 
could identify with. Its own charter, 
which had long been forgotten by its 
own members and leaders, continues 
to be quoted by its detractors within 
Zionist circles to associate it with anti- 
Semitism, a charge that is a contradic­
tion in terms since most Palestinians 
are Arabs and therefore confirmed 
Semites.

Rome Statute still needs signature

Yemen must support 
the International 
Criminal Court

By Anna Dahlback 
For the Yemen Times

Y
emen must build on its 
proud achievements and 
join the international 
community in ensuring 
the perpetrators of the 

worst crimes in the world are brought 
to justice.

Over the past century millions have 
been victims of crimes against human­
ity, genocide and war crimes. 
Shamefully, only a handful of those 
responsible have been brought to jus­
tice.

When the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court was 
adopted on 17 July 1998, the world 
took the first step towards ending this 
culture of impunity. As the Secretary 
General of the UN, Kofi Annan, said. 
“The message from the international 
community was clear. Never again 
would it stand aside and let the fabric 
of humanity be torn asunder by those 
who commit genocide, crimes against 
humanity, war crimes and the crime of 
aggression.”

The International Criminal Court is 
the first permanent international body 
able to try people for the worst crimes 
known to humanity. The Court’s first 
bench of judges were appointed this 
year, and the first prosecutor of the 
court is currently conducting prelimi­
nary investigations, with a view to 
launching the first prosecution.

The first case will probably involve 
the conflict in Ituri, in the eastern part 
of the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
where there have recently been mass 
killings, crimes of sexual violence, and 
wide-scale recruitment of child sol­
diers.

The idea for a permanent court to try 
these crimes can be traced back to 
1872 and to one of the founders of the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross. Since then, the call for a perma­
nent court has been heard after crimes 
against humanity. Eventually, in 1998,

160 countries met in Rome to agree to 
the establishment of the International 
Criminal Court.

One hundred thirty nine states have 
currently signed the Rome Statute, and 
92 have ratified it, i.e. become legally 
bound by it. The court has jurisdiction 
over genocide, crimes against humani­
ty and war crimes, when committed by 
nationals of governments that ratify the 
treaty, or on the territories of such gov­
ernments.

A situation can also be referred to 
the court by the UN Security Council. 
The court’s jurisdiction is complemen­
tary to national courts, meaning that 
the ICC will only prosecute crimes 
where the state concerned is unwilling 
or unable to do so.

Support for the court has come from 
all regions of the world. Yemen is one 
of 11 states from the Middle East, 
which have taken the first step in sup­
port of the court by signing the statute. 
However, Jordan is the only state that 
is a party to the statute so far. Jordan’s 
Ambassador to the UN, Prince Zeid 
who is now the President of the 
Assembly of States Parties to the ICC, 
has set out why it is so important that 
all Middle Eastern states commit to 
support the ICC. On the day of 
Jordan’s accession, he said:

"Jordan acceded to the Rome 
Statute for the International Criminal 
Court today, as an expression of its 
faith in the international community, 
and in the latter’s readiness to pursue 
and punish all those, wherever they 
may be and whatever their station, who 
commit grave crimes. We are honoured 
to have acceded to this important 
Treaty, especially in the light of the 
current circumstances through which 
our region now passes, and the suffer­
ing experienced on a daily basis by the 
Palestinian people. And so we call 
upon all states to accede at the earliest 
possible moment. ”

It is crucially important that more 
states from the Middle East, including 

Yemen, demonstrate their commitment 
to the principles of international jus­
tice, by ratifying the Rome Statute as 
soon as possible. Yemen has over the 
past few years shown its dedication to 
the protection of human rights by rati­
fying nearly all the major human rights 
treaties and by appointing a Minister 
responsible for Human Rights. Yemen 
must continue to build on these funda­
mental steps.

The United Nations Charter includes 
the principle that a state must not use 
force or the threat of force against the 
territorial integrity or the political inde­
pendence of another state. However, 
there is currently no way to hold indi­
viduals criminally responsible for such 
acts. One important reason for becom­
ing a state party to the Court in the near 
future is the possible inclusion of the 
crime of aggression in the Court’s 
jurisdiction. In a few years time a 
review conference of states parties to 
the Court will look at the possibility of 
including the crime of aggression in 
the list of crimes that the Court can 
investigate. In order to influence this 
debate, Middle Eastern states should 
become parties to the Statute.

A worldwide coalition of non-gov­
ernmental organisations, including the 
Coalition for the International 
Criminal Court and Amnesty 
International, are calling on Yemen to 
ratify the Rome Statute this month. 
Amnesty International’s Lawyers’ 
Group in Sweden has been working to 
encourage Yemen to ratify the Statute 
during the part year.

More information and a possibility 
to join in calling on the government to 
take action can be found in English and 
Arabic at:
http://www.amnesty.org/icc/. We urge 
the Yemeni government to take this 
important step in support of interna­
tional justice as soon as possible.

The writer is the chairwoman of the
Lawyers’ Group

Amnesty International, Sweden 

Inside story of how 
Washington is losing its battle
By Andrew Neil
For Scotsman News

I
n New York the mood is buoy­
ant as the American economy 
continues to purr at a satisfying 
rate, but 250 miles to the south 
in Washington DC there is 

increasing private gloom among those 
in the know that events in Afghanistan 
and Iraq are going badly wrong - and 
growing despair about what to do 
about it.

President Bush’s bold Thanksgiving 
trip to Baghdad gave US troops a 
much-needed fillip and he said all the 

right things. But behind the scenes the 
war on terror is going badly wrong in 
its two main theatres. “In both places 
it is worse than you think.” I was 
warned before arriving in the US cap­
ital for a series of off-the-record brief­
ings. The warning was accurate.

Take Afghanistan first. You don’t 
read or see much about it these days. 
The reality is grim. The Taliban is 
resurgent; al-Qaeda is there too, but 
not as relevant as it was. Attacks on 
aid workers are soaring; many are 
refusing to leave the urban areas. The 
warlords are back in control of the 
countryside, where opium production 

is already above pre-invasion levels. 
“Afghanistan is a narco-economy 
once more,” said one intelligence ana­
lyst.

The Taliban regularly mounts 
attacks in the rural areas and is 
expected to hit urban centres with 
greater force. “If they knew how weak 
we were,” confided one intelligence 
source, “they would have done it 
already.” Coalition forces are confined 
to Vietnam-style strategic hamlets 
from which they emerge for opera­
tions only in great force, before 
returning to their enclaves. Hamid 
Karzai’s grip on power is tenuous..

http://www.amnesty.org/icc/
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Yemen’s historic architecture (Part 4 of 4) 

Scientists explore 
the Tarimi Palaces

By James Conlon, 
Pamela Jerome 
and Selma Al-Radi*

* A writer from Sudan live in 
Yemen.

** A famous small town at the 
east bank of Blue Nile river, where 
the fire of holy Qura’an studier/ 
Hewrien shines all the nights.

Hence the name Um-dwan- ban

T
he al-Kafs helped us 
develop as strategy for 
securing these houses 
through purchase or 
long-term lease. They 

also introduced us to several Tarimi 
mater masons as all of our previous 
relationships were with individuals 
from Shibam and other cities in the 
Hadhramawt Valley.

Our frank discussions with the al- 
Kafs were facilitated by the Historical 
Society and by the end of the field 
season, the three of us had agreed to 
an open working environment with 
full sharing of all materials produced 
by current and future research. We 
also decided on the common objective 
of conserving and reusing as many of 
the households as possible, by no 
project before this year’s work. 
During the 2002-2003 field season we 
also conducted many informal meet­
ings with German Technical Aid 
(GTZ).

These discussions should not go 
unmentioned. GTZ has been working 
on a similar restoration and adaptive 
reuse program occurring on historic 
houses in Shibam, a World Heritage 
Site, as part of a larger development 
project in the city. While we have no 
formal partnership with GTZ, this dia­
logue was essential in finding local 
estimates, and for airing general con­
cerns related to the project. After the 
end of the field season, Al-Radi pre­
sented our work to the Yemen Social 
Fund for Development, a non-govern­
mental organization supported by the 
World Bank, and the General 
Organization for the Preservation of 
Historic Cities of Yemen (GOPHCY), 
in order to gamer additional support 
for the project.

As a result of this meeting, the 
Social Fund has given 1 million YR 
for the consolidation of the western 
facade of al-'Ishshah. Discussions 
with the Social Fund over a partner­
ship in a full-scale conservation proj­
ect continue, but its funding of the 
emergency stabilization of Qasr al- 
'Ishshah has already proved to be an 
essential contribution to the project.

Without this repair, further collapse 
was imminent. Dr. Al-Radi also 
brought several government of offi­
cials to review informally the site and 
the long-term implications of historic 
district designation for Tarim.

We had little success in opening 
dialogue with architectural or struc­
tural engineering departments at the 
regional universities in Yemen. The 
faculty and, in many cases, the facili­
ties themselves simply do not exist in 
the Hadhramawt, and we were too 
focused on completing the immediate 
fieldwork to explore similar possibili­
ties in the universities of Sana’a or 
Mukallah.

Educational development in Yemen 
itself is essential to the success of this 
and other conservation projects. Al- 
Radi’s work in Rada’a has already 
demonstrated the social and economic 
value of informal educational pro­
grams (Al-Radi 1997). Architectural 
and engineering curricula in Yemen 
generally teach students to build with 
reinforced concrete skeletons and 
concrete block or brick infill, along 
with exterior cladding of stone in 
some regional contexts.

The use of traditional mud brick 
technology, the most appropriate con­
struction material for this specific 
geographical region, is often disre­
garded, while historic preservation 
and adaptive reuse are perceived as 
costly and unnecessary. Our earlier 
study of traditional construction 
methods demonstrated the efficacy of 
mud brick constructed when adapted 
to contemporary lifestyles and con­
veniences.

We also found several examples of 
successful and sympathetic upgrading 
of historic buildings (Jerome, Chiari, 
and Borelli 1999). Both points have 
failed to affect the training of local 
architects or engineers (Jerome 
2002:29). To address this problem, 
our project plans to organize an adap­
tive reuse workshop under the aus­
pices of Deputy Governor al-Ulfi for 
students as well as architects, engi­
neers, and other professionals.

This dialogue may lead to 
approaches that incorporate local 
knowledge with our own experiences 
and expectations, in turn producing a 
hybrid conservation strategy appro­

priate to the unique conditions in 
Tarim. Based on the successful use of 
video as a documentation and com­
munity outreach tool (Borelli 2001), 
we anticipate that media will serve a 
vital role in our efforts.

Visual perception is not a passive 
recof information, but an active ele­
ment of conceptualization that exer­
cise selective, abstract and creative 
acts of intellectual formation 
(Amheim 1969). In Yemen it has also 
proved to be a vital tool in opening 
dialogue between diverse groups of 
stakeholders. As the work of Shehyeb 
and Abdel-Hafiz in the Tablita Market 
of Cairo and Borelli and Jerome in the 
Hadhramawt have demonstrated, 
multi-media presentation and visual 
models function as integral tools by 
which non-designers may express 
their ideas (Shehaybe and Abdel- 
Hafiz 2001; Borelli and Jerome 
1999).

Another significant model for this 
approach is the idea of participatory 
design as expressed by the Presence 
Project supported by the European 
Commission’s Intelligent Information 
Interfaces group (Netherlands Design 
Institute 1997). John Thackara, chair 
of the Presence Steering Group, has 
expressed participatory design as fol­
lows: we’re beginning to understand 
what it means to design with people 
rather than for people.

I know it sounds like a minor 
semantic distinction, but it’s had a 
major impact on all of our expedi­
tion's members: rather than setting off 
on a project with a preconceived idea 
about what we're going to do, now 
we're all committed to working with 
real people in the real world and start­
ing there, rather than starting with 
technology and imposing it on a given 
situation. There is no way to put aside 
one’s preconceptions when entering a 
project, nor as a group of profession­
als should we erase our opinions and 
expectations.

But participatory design places our 
professional assumptions into lived 
situations from the inception of the 
project. It is our objective to engage 
the potential of this process within the 
social context of Yemeni society 
while also introducing a relevant, cost 
effective set of computer-aided

design, geographic information sys­
tems, and visualization resources to 
our Yemeni partners.

The intention is not to replace local 
professionals and their vital knowl­
edge - an act that would go against 
the very principles of conservation - 
but to provide better options for docu­
menting and representing our work. 
While the potential of these resources 
is exciting to a Western audience, we 
must balance this outlook with data on 
the average Yemeni’s access to infor­
mation technology.

The World Bank statistics on 
Information and Communications 
Technologies (ICT) for Yemen are not 
encouraging. Based on statistics from 
2000, personal computing and 
Internet use is rare and expensive in 
Yemen. Out of Yemen’s population of 
18 million, there are only 1.9 people 
per every 1,000 who have a personal 
computer.

Yemen has only 15,000 Internet 
users, and the average monthly off- 
peak service charge for access to the 
World Wide is $ 44.50. These aver­
ages are well below the rest of the 
Middle East and North Africa with the 
exception of the service charge statis­
tic, which is $ 26.50. (World Bank 
2003). Few if any of these statistics 
predate 2000, so it is impossible to 
chart the growth of ICT which is gen­
erally more promising.

Whereas the ICT infrastructure is 
experiencing rapid growth in a coun­
try like Egypt, and it make sense to 
engage the potential of these tech­
nologies, there is simply no evidence 
for a parallel in Yemen. Also, there is 
no information on the distribution of 
ICT within Yemen. Anecdotal evi­
dence would suggest that these 
resources are concentrated in Sana’a 
and Aden as opposed to the 
Hadhramawt, but this cannot be sup­
ported by statistics.

Furthermore, we have no anthropo­
logical information on the way 
Yemenis use computers or even con­
sume media. We cannot take it for 
granted that there is a pedagogical 
culture connected to personal comput­
ers and the internet, as there is in 
many other countries. While there are 
many reasons to be cautions in regard 
to the use of ICT, there are also the 

specific needs of our project to con­
sider. During the field season, our 
photographs and drawings numbered 
in the thousands. Our first step was 
organizing and storing these materials 
in a database scheme.

Also, with the number of Yemenis 
living abroad - in particular, members 
of the Tarim community - a presence 
on the World Wide Web is necessary. 
In fact we have received encourage­
ment from Yemeni students and pro­
fessionals living in the United States 
and Saudi Arabia who learned of the 
project through the web site 
(www.mcah.columbia.edu/tarim).

Many of them will return to the 
Hadhramawt with a better impression 
of the architectural heritage of the 
region. The second stage of media 
production will focus on developing 
our raw materials into web-based 
resources for the study of Tarimi 
architectural heritage. To this end we 
are building an integrated, multi-level 
system that includes digital image col­
lection and delivery and the develop­
ment of a multi-media pedagogical 
environment.

In regard to delivering these 
resources within Yemen, we have to 
provide both the hardware and the 
appropriate social spaces within 
which to distribute them. Again, we 
can find parallels in Borelli and 
Jerome’s screening of their film in 
location throughout the Valley 
(Borelli 2001). This process will 
begin with demonstrations at our own 
events, such as the upcoming adaptive 
reuse workshop, and develop into a 
set of site- specific resources to be 
used in educational institutions and 
museums.

We can work closely with organiza­
tions such as the Preservation Society, 
GTZ, GOAM, and GOPHCY to put 
together a network of resources that 
will reach a broader user group. In 
addition, at this point in time, we can 
run our resources directly off the hard 
drive of individual machines so that 
we do not depend on slow connection 
speeds.

* Reproduced with permission 
from Yemen Update Bulletin of the 
American Institute for Yemeni 
Studies - Issue No. 45/2003.

A Yemen Times series on heroes of lslam

Othman bin Affan, the third Caliph
By Sulaiman M.
Al-Haboob
For the Yemen Times

O
thman Bin Affan spent 
his early childhood as an 
| orphan and was raised by 
f an aggressive stepfather 
from the Umayya tribe 

named Okbah Bin Abi Mu’eet who 
married Othman’s Mother after his 
father died. Othman’s mother is the 
Prophet’s (PBUH) aunt.

His violent upbringing set the stage 
for Othman to get into an alliance with 
Bani Hashim (Hashim sons) where 
Abd Shams, the eldest of Bani Umayya 
(Umayya sons) was the twin brother of 
Hashim. However, Hashim was 
kinder, more generous, noble, and 
tended to be more religiously ideal 
than his twin brother Umayya.

Othman Bin Affan was known for 
being handsome and shy, and was the 
most likeable to the whole of Quraish 
tribe. Those traits made him attached

to the details of Islamic advocacy as 
the kind Prophet, PBUH, invited him 
to Islam.

His mother used to say to Quraish 
tribe: “Our wealth and ourselves are 
before Mohammed, PBUH’. In 
becoming a Muslim, Othman entered 
into the eternal humanitarian and spiri­
tual circle Quraish increased their 
pressure against Othman which only 
made him more determined to support 
the new religion, Islam.

Othman won his marriage to 
Ruqayyah, one of the Prophet’s, 
PBUH, daughters, and he migrated 
with her to Ethiopia and later to the 
Illuminated City (Almadinah 
Almunawwarah).

Ever since then, he accompanied the 
Prophet, PBUH, as a companion and 
writer for the revelations. He was 
determined to be the richest of Quraish 
and the most serious merchant. He 
later used his wealth to prepare the 
Difficulty Army (Al’usrah Army), the 
purchase of the well, and the support of 
Islam to victory. After the death of 
Othman’s wife Ruqayyah, the Prophet, 
PBUH married him to her sister, Umm 

Kulthoom.
In the Prophet’s, PBUH, university, 

Othman learned the art of travel, man­
agement and prophetic manners. He 
memorized the Holy Qur’an, and 
adopted pure prophetic manners by 
writing the revelations and memorizing 
the Prophet, PBUH, traits and behav­
ior.

Othman advanced to the globaliza­
tion of Islam, and when he was elected 
as the third Caliph, the Islamic govern­
ment had reached North Africa and 
edges of Persia and Rome. This expan­
sion was no less serious than the chal­
lenges which faced Abu Baker, may 
Allah be pleased with him, in his fights 
against the religious retreats and elimi­
nating them.

It was also not any less challenging 
than Omar Bin Al-Khattab’s facing of 
Persian and Roman armies on the 
edges of the Arabian Peninsula. 
Othman did not forget that Quraish had 
ambitions to take over the government 
either. He concentrated on eliminating 
the effects of unrest as a result of the 
assassination of the just Khalif, Omar 
Bin Al-Khattab (planned by the Jews 

and Christians), and he was fully capa­
ble in determination, opinion and speed 
in managing the affairs of the govern­
ment.

This way he was able to control the 
supply lines and provisions to his 
armies which were spread in Asia and 
Africa and determined to maintain the 
bases of Islam.

Let us read what the bishop of 
Muslim nation, Abdullah Bin Abbas, as 
he described Othman Bin Affan, may 
Allah be pleased with him: “May 
Allah have mercy over Abi Omar 
(Omar’s father), he was, by Allah, the 
most generous grandson, the most 
maintaining of family contacts, the 
most patient warrior, praying in the 
later part of the evening, most tearful 
as he remembered Allah, constantly 
thinking of what was concerning him 
night and day, providing of any kind­
ness, seeking every savior avoiding 
every destroyer, owner of the army and 
the well, the Prophet married him to 
both his daughters... May Allah spare 
sorrow to the Day of Judgment for any­
one who insults him.”

That is the unique Caliph who fol­

lowed and maintained the traits of his 
Prophet, PBUH, the administrative leg­
islations of Abu Bakr and Omar, may 
Allah be_pleased with them. He added 
the scripture of the Holy Qur’an known 
by his name as the first constitution 
and Arabic dictionary. He advocated 
the maintenance of public utilities, the 
blooming of commerce, organization 
of markets, and payment of salaries 
from the treasury.

Othman was full of mercy and 
patience, as he never ordered anyone 
killed unless it was a penalty, which 
encouraged the criminals to advance to 
the level of killing him, the famous 
Caliph. There is no room for compari­
son between that Khalif from Quraish 
who moved from the limits of the tribe 
to the globalization of Islam and those 
leaders of Dahis and Ghabra, and 
Almunthir and Jiblah and others.

May Allah have mercy over the 
leader of martyrs, and how we are in 
disparate need to follow him and the 
companions of the Prophet, PBUH, 
and until we meet again with another 
great and eternal Islamic personality.

A narration 
The good, 
bad and 

ugly
By Adil Mahmoud Ahmed Alamin* 
Fob the Yemen Times

O
ur grandmother 
Alharam is a women 
full of wisdom that she 
gave us when we are 
young.

During seasons of harvesting 
dates, we would travel to north by 
train to Karima, then by steamer: 
Alzahra, to Mora, our peaceful small 
town, where she lives in her lonely 
nest. Her husband Wad Algeed had 
died long ago, so she declared sadly 
“I never tie a donkey at a place of a 
horse".

Under moonlight, on the soft 
sands, among dates palms we sat at 
her feet victim with the marvelous 
folktales she offers us:

“Once upon a time," she said, 
“there was a sultan at the lands of 
never never, where every thing true is 
not true. Only fairy tales just like me 
and you. This sultan was a furious 
man of a stupid and strange diction. 
So one day he gathered his false 
hypogretic followers and ordered 
them to teach his camel how to write 
and read!! The were very astonished 
and frightened too, because this por­
tal man must be obeyed.

"Soon after they held a meeting to 
discus this Haroklis Task, which fall 
on their imply minds and full stomcks. 
After a while their Big Boss shouts, 
just like Archimdus when he discov­
ers his laws of displacement in bath­
room.

- “I found it! I found it!”
They gazed at him in surprise com­

fortably.
- “What is it? Our genous wizard."
- “It's Alsheck Farah wad taktouk; 

our worst enemy, who instigates 
farmers against us.”

- “How can you do that ?”
He combs his long yellow beard 

with his dirty claws.
- “I shall tell the sultan that no one 

can do this job better than Alshekh, 
then we catch two birds by one 
stone." He follows

- “We'll get rid of both, our worst 
enemy and this terrible job."

They all agree without exceptions. 
A day passed the Big Boss told the 
Sultan, so the plan was settled.

* * *
After many days, Alshakh came to 

the palace, as the sultan was com­
manded. He was accompanied with 
four of his excellent students. He 
agreed with the job, but he requested 
to be offer seven years interval. The 
sultan agreed to this strange appeal. 
The calm gentile man hold the rope of 
the camel returned with his followers 
and the camel to the village of 
Umdwan-ban*.

Tag Aldeen, who is the best student 
of Alshekh was so sad, because he 
had known the dirty games of Junta 
of the palace, so he asked his 
teacher.

- “How can you teach this animal?"
- “Oh my son, don't worry about 

me. After seven year, for any event a 
speech. Either me or the sultan or the 
camel may die.”

Tag Aldeen and the other followers 
seemed to be discontent, but they 
uttered no word. Then Alshakh fol­
lows his pearl dropping “oh good 
sons. Do not sit among rulers, 
because they distort your principles 
more than you enjoy their rich and 
sick life".

* * *
After seven years the soldiers of 

sultan came to the village for 
Alsheleh. He said his prayers and 
raise his hands for heaven assis­
tance.

- “Oh Almighty God of all. Let your 
faithful slave never reach Khartoum.”

The Mercifull Allah fulfills
His poor worshiper will
Between Kartoum and 

Umdwanban
Alshekh was dead and buried in 

sands.
In Khartoum the flood drift the sul­

tan
Out of reach of angry hands.
Then the stupid camel rules the 

lands.
* * *

“It was finished, jumped and insert­
ed in a hole of the youngest of you.”

Alharam, our lovely grand mother, 
always finishes her stories in this 
fishy way. That makes my young 
brother crying while she burst laugh­
ing vigorously. God bless her.

http://www.mcah.columbia.edu/tarim
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World AIDS Day:
Hopes pinned on new drug plan

By Shapi Shacinda

LIVINGSTONE, Zambia, Dec 1 
(Reuters) - A global plan to rush life­
saving anti-retroviral (ARV) drugs to 
millions of AIDS sufferers was 
launched on Monday amid warnings 
on World AIDS Day that the war 
against the disease was being lost.

As world leaders called for urgent 
action to fight the scourge which has 
devastated many of the poorest coun­
tries in the world, the Vatican defended 
its controversial position against advo­
cating condoms as protection against 
HIV.

“We appear to be losing the fight 
against AIDS at the moment,” said 
U.S. Health Secretary Tommy 
Thompson, marking World AIDS Day 
in Zambia, one of the worst-hit nations.

“We need to redouble our efforts. 
This war has more casualties than any 
other war as we are losing three million 
people every year,” Thompson said.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu called 
for “lightning” action to fight AIDS as 
millions of people marked World AIDS 
Day around the world with parades and 
prayers.

While China aired its first officially 
backed TV ad for condoms, the Vatican 
said fidelity, chastity and abstinence 
were the best ways to fight H1V/AIDS 
in a “pan-sexualist society”.

In a clear reference to condoms, 
Cardinal Javier Lozano Barragan said 
information campaigns should not be 
“based on policies that foster immoral 
and hedonistic lifestyles and behav­
iour, favouring the spread of the evil.”

World AIDS Day came amid news of 
a new $5.5 billion emergency strategy 
to supply badly needed drugs to fight a 

disease now infecting 40 million peo­
ple around the world.

At least six million people living 
with HIV-AIDS in developing coun­
tries need ARV treatment urgently to 
stay alive and healthy, but only 
between 300,000 and 400,000 are get­
ting the costly drugs. The U.N. plan 
aims to get ARV treatment to half the 
six million people by the end of 2005.

“Eight thousand people die every 
day and we recognise this as a moral 
imperative to act,” Dr Bjorn Melgaard, 
a senior World Health Organisation 
official, told reporters in Bangkok.

Estimates released by UNAIDS last 
week showed deaths and new cases 
reached unprecedented levels in 2003

and were set to rise further as the epi­
demic maintains its deadly grip on sub- 
Saharan Africa and spreads across 
Eastern Europe and Asia.

AIDS will have killed about three 
million people this year. Five million 
more will have been infected.

The Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(MSF) medical charity said govern­
ments should provide AIDS drugs free 
under the new plan and pharmaceutical 
firms should cut prices further.

“For the poorest no price will be 
affordable: governments of both devel­
oping and developed countries must 
meet these costs,” MSF President 
Morten Rostrup said in a statement.

Africa hardest hit
Sub-Saharan Africa remains the 

worst affected region with about 3.2 
million new infections and 2.3 million 
deaths in 2003.

Ebrahim Samba, WHO’s Africa 
director, told Reuters he was confident 
modern drugs would defeat Africa’s 
stubborn AIDS stigma by turning a 
fatal disease into a manageable condi­
tion. but it would take time to change 
attitudes.

“Working in Africa, you have to be 
pathologically optimistic. A pessimist 
doesn’t survive here,” he said.

Archbishop Tutu told South Africa 
to move like “greased lightning” to 
treat people with HIV. “It is absolutely 
blasphemous, totally blasphemous to 
say that God is punishing us... it is the 
most awful use of religion,” he said.

In Muslim Somalia’s breakaway 
enclave of Somaliland, religious affairs 
“minister” Sheikh Mohamed Sufi told 
a rally: “The best way to stop the 
spread of HIV/AIDS... is to stop com-

mitting adultery, and to live as God 
ordered us to do.”

In the Asia-Pacific region one mil­
lion people were infected this year, tak­
ing the total to more than seven mil­
lion.

Several countries, including China 
and India, face major epidemics unless 
effective action is taken, experts say.

In Cambodia, the worst AIDS-affect- 
ed country in Asia, about 3,000 stu­
dents, activists and dancers in white 
and red T-shirts paraded through 
Phnom Penh before piling into buses to 
spread the anti-AIDS message in the 
countryside.

In Singapore women in mini-skirts 
and tight spandex tops handed out free

condoms on the wealthy island-state 
where HIV infections rose seven per­
cent in the first 10 months of 2003.

But in Thailand government efforts 
to promote condom use suffered a set­
back last week when university stu­
dents voted against condom-vending 
machines on campus, saying it would 
encourage casual sex and was the 
wrong way to fight AIDS.

In China, long criticised for a slow 
response to the threat, the first official­
ly backed TV condom ad has finally 
aired and Beijing has promised free 
anti-retroviral drugs to poor victims.

But activists continue to point out 
local cover-ups of blood bank scandals 
and media stories playing down peo­
ple’s plight. (Additional reporting by 
Darren Schuettler in Bangkok, 
Jonathan Ansfield in Beijing, Ed 
Cropley in Phnom Penh, Jason Szep in 
Singapore, William Maclean in 
Nairobi, Philip Pullella in Rome)

An AIDS victim is attended to by a nurse at the Torax Hospital November 30, 
in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. The latest figures show Honduras has almost 
19,000 confirmed cases of AIDS and HIV and officials estimate there are 
almost 60,000 people unaware they are infected. Honduras is home to more 
than 60 percent of all AIDS cases in Central America. REUTERS

A Kenyan nurse prepares anti-retroviral HIV/AIDS drugs for patients at 
Mbagathi hospital in Nairobi December 1. The United Nations unveiled in 
Kenya’s capital plans to rush life-saving anti-retroviral HIV/AIDS drugs to 
three million of the world’s poor in a S5.5 billion emergency strategy to fight 
a disease now killing 8,000 a day. REUTERS

Yeb Long, 29, a Cambodian AIDS patient, rests in a hospital bed in the capital Phnom Penh in this November 25, 2003 file photo. Even though authorities 
believe the overall AIDS situation has stabilised in Cambodia, it remains the worst affected country in the Asia-Pacific region, according to the United Nations. 

REUTERS

Nicolas Otieno, 33, an HIV/AIDS positive Kenyan, rests outside the Mbagathi 
hospital in Nairobi December 1. The United Nations unveiled in Kenya’s cap­
ital plans to rush life-saving anti-retroviral HIV/AIDS drugs to three million of 
the world’s poor in a $5.5 billion emergency strategy to fight a disease now 
killing 8,000 a day. REUTERS

What people said about 
World AIDS Day

NAIROBI, Dec 1 (Reuters) - Here 
is a selection of quotes from leading 
figures in the run-up to World AIDS 
Day on Monday and on the day itself.

U.S. Health Secretary Tommy 
Thompson:

“We appear to be losing the fight 
against AIDS at the moment. We need 
to redouble our efforts.”

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan:

“I am not winning the war (against

AIDS) because I don’t think the lead­
ers of the world are engaged enough.

“I feel angry, I feel distressed, I feel 
helpless...to live in a world where we 
have the means...to be able to help all 
these patients, what is lacking is the 
political will.”

Former U.S. President Bill Clinton:
“Nothing less than the future of 

Africa is at stake.”

Ebrahim Samba, Africa director of 
WHO:

“Working in Africa you have to be 
pathologically optimistic. A pessimist 
doesn’t survive here.”

“I’m not expecting miracles. This 
plan will be uphill work. I’d like more 
political will, more uptake of con­
doms, more funding. But awareness 
about ARVs is creeping in.”

Pope John Paul:
“AIDS (is) an illness which is 

unfortunately still growing strongly, 
especially in the poorest countries.”

“I pray for those who have been 
struck by this scourge, and I offer 
encouragement to all those in the 
Church... who do an inestimable serv­
ice by welcoming, caring and offering 
spiritual assistance.”

British Prime Minister Tony Blair:
“The scale and devastation of the 

disease is colossal... It is a human 
tragedy on a massive scale.”

“It needs the whole world commu­
nity to act together. And it is not just a 
moral duty — it is also in our national 
interests. Unless we act now and deci­
sively, the deepening poverty and 
instability will reach far beyond the 
parts of the world worst affected.”

Jack Chow, Assistant Director 
General of WHO:

“HIV/AIDS is intensifying its 
destructive fury on this continent 
(Africa). It is threatening whole new 
tiers of countries and communities. It 
is inexorably converting developing 
nations into AIDS imploding nations.”

“The Death-o-dometer from AIDS 
is spinning at 8,000 lives a day and it 
is accelerating. These are people 
whose lives could have been saved 
through the provision and access to

anti-retroviral medicines that are 
effective, safe and affordable.”

Lee Jong-wook, Director General of 
WHO:

“Preventing and treating AIDS may 
be the toughest health assignment the 
world has ever faced, but it is also the 
most urgent.”

Morten Rostrup, president of the 
international council of the 
Medecins sans Frontieres medical 
charity:

“There should be no patent barriers 
when it comes to selling and buying 
these generic drugs. That should be 
settled once and for all so we don’t run 
into complications and difficulties 
because of a lot of cumbersome rules 
on trade.”

Rock star Bono:'
“We live in an age of celebrity 

where if you’re an actor or a rock star, 
or a hip hop star, you’re supposed to 
be some kind of hero. Well, really 
that’s bollocks.

“Real heroes are mothers, firemen, 
people with HIV who are struggling 
against all odds.”

Sheikh Mohamed Sufi, religious 
affairs “minister” of Somalia’s self­
declared breakaway enclave of 
Somaliland:

“The best way to stop the spread of 
HIV/AIDS and its prevention is to 
stop committing adultery, and to live 
as God ordered us to do.”

Cardinal Javier Lozano Barragan, 
president of the Pontifical Council 
for Health Pastoral Care:

“If the main risk behaviours are 
pan-sexualism and drug addiction, 
then poverty, urbanisation, unemploy­
ment, mobility immigration and mass 
media are major contributing factors 
in the spread of the disease.”

He said information campaigns 
should not be “based on policies that 
foster immoral and hedonistic 
lifestyles and behaviour, favouring the 
spread of the evil.”

“The virtue of chastity is of para­
mount importance for the effective 
prevention of HIV/AIDS.”
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Main headlines
• PM opens regional workshop on 

electronic government
• Parliament resumes sessions 

Saturday
• 4 martyrs, large-scale Israeli 

incursion of Ramallah
• Sana’a to host international 

conference on democracy, law 
and human rights

• Ibb Appeals Court endorses 
death sentence against 
American doctors killer

• Elections Supreme Commission 
discusses measures for local 
councils by-elections

• American forces raise death toll 
in Samarra massacre, north 
Baghdad

• 30 November, victory for 
Yemeni people’s will

• Bajammal on international con­
ference on democracy: 
Conference to be an organisa­
tion establishes approach and 
thought of dialogue

• Ministerial plan to set up plan 
for administrative and develop­
ment upgrading in Jawf gover­
norate

• Reports on return of Yassin 
Saeed to the Emirates

• Yemen notified Washington on 
results of investigations with al- 
Ahdal

• Mahathir Mohammed criticizes 
WTO

• American report: third stage of 
war on terror includes Iran, 
Syria and Hizbellah

• American statements cause 
political crisis between Yemen 
and Saudi Arabia

• Second leader of al-Qaeda in 
Yemen captured

Annas weekly, 
1 Dec. 2003.

Main headlines:
• A committee for investigation in “ 

Saif Bin Thiyazzan” scandal
• Human Rights center in Taiz 

stormed, its personnel attacked
• Accusations against Yemen on col­

laborating with America in al- 
Mouayad case

On the phenomenon of goods smuggling 
columnist Ma’ath al-Shara'bi says the 
phenomenon of importing from places 
other than the country of origin is a trad­
ing activity emerged largely in the recent 
times exploiting the principle of free 
external trade and not abiding by controls 
and rules of the WTO. This has created an 
unequal competition represented by 
flooding markets with expired goods or 
unknown identity or violating specifica­
tions or health conditions. Goods that are 
nearly expired and those that lost their 
specifications are re-exported to our local 
markets official ways or through smug­
gling and most of them are food stuffs. 
Importing from countries other than the 
origin has many effects on the national 
economy because smuggling is threatens 
the state economy and life of the society s 
well. Among the main harms inflicted on 
our national economy as a result of smug­
gling are:
• this activity has nothing to do with 

the principle of the free trade and its 
controls and also the principle of 
competition in addition to its being 
destructive to the national economy, 
particularly financially,

• the beneficiaries of this activity are 
the pirates and those who tend to sab­
otage he economy. They do not care 
about pushing into the market any 
goods on condition they get profits. 
Here in this case there is the lack of 
specifications and quality,

• such an activity also causes damage 
to the local capital which is part of the 
public property. It would lead to clos­
ing down local factories due to flood­
ing markets in an unorganized and 
unstudied manner with cheap prod­
ucts but useless,

• this activity would also affect the 
national economy in that it would 
cause the loss of equal opportunities 
agreed upon among the states.

• such an unstudied or unmonitored

activity inflicts on the economy 
heavy losses because the balance of 
payments goes not in favour of 
Yemen.

Al-Mithaq weekly, organ of 
the GPC, 1 Dec. 2003.

Main headlines:
• 250 international personalties invited

to attend the international conference 
on democracy, law and human rights

• GPC competes with 89 candidates, 
19 of whom in governorates local 
councils in the by-elections

• FM al-Qirbi: Cooperation with 
America and Saudi Arabia in fighting 
terror, satisfactory to all parties

• Executive council of Arab audition 
apparatuses convenes in Sana'a 
Saturday

• Education minister: We expect sup­
port for primary education programs 
to amount to $90 million in coming 
four years

On the 30th of November anniversary 
columnist Ahmed al-Mikhlafi wrote say­
ing in an interview to a Yemeni newspa­
per last October the British ambassador to 
Sana’a mentioned that withdrawal of the 
last British soldiers from Aden in 1967 
represented the end of the British Empire 
and that its country thought then to hand 
over power in Aden but also to keep a 
military base. But the power of the revo­
lution and popular pressure caused the 
colonialists hasten in getting their troops 
out completely. The Yemeni revolution 
had expelled Britain from Aden and 
defeated the strategic thinking of towards 
the region. Since the beginning of the 
British colonization of Aden in June 1839 
and till the last attempt in 1967 Britain 
worked for implementing a large group of 
arrangements and policies aimed at serv­
ing its interests and consolidating its pres­
ence there, it had concluded tens of agree­
ments with sultans and sheiks and emirs 
and enhanced division by forming sepa­
rate protectorates an administered them 
indirectly.

Al-Thawra daily, 
2 Dec. 2003.

Main headlines:
• Saudi authorities recognise two of 

implementers of al-Muhaya complex 
attack in Riyadh

• U.S secretary of State arrive n 
Morocco

• Turkish official says implementers of 
Istanbul blasts, liked to al-Qaeda

• NATO discusses possibility of 
increasing its role in Iraq and 
Afghanistan

• Arab News Agencies Conference 
opens in Sana’a Saturday

The newspaper’s editorial says following 
the launching of Geneva document 
reached between a elite of Palestinian and 
Israeli politicians many questions have 
been aroused in Arab and international 
media on the extent of what this docu­
ment could produce of results at he level 
of achieving peace in the region, especial­
ly that it has touched on the final stages

that are supposed to lead to a lasting 
agreement between the two sides.
Although all those analyses seemed 
divided in their estimations and percep­
tions and readings of articles of the docu­
ment, they were unanimous that the Arab 
countries would support any peace plan 
accepted by the Palestinians, as the

Palestinian decision in this question is to 
be the basis on which Arab and Islamic 
stands be built on. Whatever is said and to 
be said about Geneva document, the sure 
fact is the peace in the region could not be 
an actual reality away from just and com­
prehensive solutions of various aspects 
and sides of the conflict. Without holding

this string, Israel will keep its maneuvers 
in the hope of lowering the ceiling of 
Palestinian demands and getting as much 
amount as possible of concessions. It is a 
policy that Israel has been used to follow 
for evading all determinants placed by the 
United Nations resolutions and also inter­
national initiatives in this regard.

REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 
THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND POPULATION 

HEALTH REFORM SUPPORT PROJECT (HRSP) 
CREDIT NUMBER 3625

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
LOCAL CONSULTING SERVICES

This request for expressions of interest follows the general procurement notice for this project that appeared 
in United Nations Development Business (UNDB) issue No. 607 dated 16th May 2003, Al-Thawra Newspaper 
issue No. 13944 dated 28th may 2003, and Yemen Times issue No. 641 dated 12th June 2003.

The Government of Republic of Yemen has received a credit from the International Development Association 
(IDA), and intends to apply part of the proceeds of this credit to payments under the contract for short various 
consulting services for HRSP.

These services include the following:

• Providing short term consultants in various specialties such preparing specifications, 
preparing designs, studies, surveys, computing, software, hardware, networks, etc.

The Ministry of Public Health & Population, through the Health Reform Support Project now invites eligible 
local consultants to indicate their interest in providing these services.

Interested consultants must provide sufficient information indicating that they are qualified to perform such 
services (CV’s, description of similar assignments, experience in similar conditions, etc.) as well as a 
summary of their capabilities.

Consultants will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the World Bank’s

Guidelines: Selection and Employment of Consultants by World Bank Borrowers, 
January 1997 (revised September 1997, January 199 and may 2000).

Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below during office hours from 00900 to 
1400 hours during official working days.
Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address below by 31st December 2003.

Dr. Naseeb Qirbi 
Credit Administration Unit 

Health Reform Support Project 
The Ministry of Public Health and Population 

4th Floor - Al-Hassaba - Sana’a 
Tel: + 967-1-252224 
Fax: + 967-1-251622 

Email: HRSP@y.net.ye

World Press
Major news items in leading international newspapers Provided by Xinhua

Egypt
Al Ahram

US Assistant Secretary of State 
William Bums arrived in Cairo Monday 
evening on a lightning visit to Egypt.

The American official will have 
talks with Egyptian officials on means 
to prepare the way for implementing 
the US-brokered roadmap.

Al Gomhuria
Dr. Aly Eddin Hilal, minister of 

youth, will jointly hold a press 
conference Wednesday morning with 
chairman of Chinese National 
Authority for sports and chairman of 
Chinese Olympic Committee.

The conference will deal with the 
Egyptian-Chinese relations, means of 
its enhancement and the exchange of 
expertise in this field.

Al Akhbar
The number of AIDS-infected 

patients in Egypt is estimated at 1,300, 
said Ihab Abderrahman, the official in 
charge of the national AIDS combat 
programme.

In a symposium organized by the 
Ministry of Health in collaboration 
with the UNICEF on Monday to mark 
the International Aids Combat Day, 
Abderrahman said 670 AIDS patients 
have died so far, while 630 are still 
alive.

The Egyptian Gazette:
President Hosni Mubarak on 

Monday received Arab League 
Secretary-General Amr Moussa, with 
who he discussed a set of proposals for 
improving the performance of the Arab 
body.

Britain
Daily telegraph

US President George W. Bush is on 
the brink of making two concessions 
sought by British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair with the lifting of steel import 
tariffs that threaten a trade war with 
Europe and the release of scores of 
Guantanamo Bay detainees.

The Times:
A British university student has been 

seized in northern Iraq, suspected of 
trying to join a terrorist group linked to 
al Qaida, which is attacking coalition 
forces.

The Guardian
British legislation introducing the

biggest overhaul of the domestic 
violence laws for 30 years is to be 
published Tuesday with a behind-the- 
scences clash between David Blunkett 
and Harriet Harman unresolved over 
whether a “provocation” defense should 
be bolished in such murder cases.

Financial Times:
British Chancellor of the Exchequer 

Gordon Brown is coming under 
mounting pressure from senior Labor 
figures to give a public show of support 
for the government’s policy on 
university top-up fees, amid signs that 
the legislation is running into 
implacable resistance from the party’s 
backbench lawmakers.

Germany
Die Welt:
German Defense Minister Peter 

Struck has rejected the criticism of 
the United States against the EU 
defense policy.

Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung

German Chancellor Gerhard

Schroeder will strive to lift the EU 
weapons sanction against China.

Handelsblatt:
— The long-time leader of the 

Boeing, Phil Condit, surprisingly 
resigned Monday, as its board of 
directors believed the company 
needed a new leadership.

Nigeria
This Day

The State Security Service of 
Nigeria has directed all its officers 
across the country to be on the alert to 
prevent any hitch in the arrangements 
by the country to host the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting in the capital Abuja.

The Punch
Eight heads of government and more 

than 1,000 delegates arrived in Abuja 
on Monday to attend the

Commonwealth Business Forum, 
which starts on Tuesday, one of the 
major events of the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting billed 
to be kicked off on Friday.

Vanguard
President Olusegun Obasanjo on 

Tuesday convened an emergency meet­
ing of his economic management team 
in Abuja to check the current free fall 
of the Nigerian currency naira.

Philippines
Philippine Daily Inquirer

President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
said Monday that the government would 
continue to go after terrorists even if it 
meant scuttling the peace talks with the 
separatist Moro Islamic

Liberation Front (MILF). Defense 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita said on 
Sunday that the MILF continued to 
support the regional terrorist group 
Jemaah Islamayah’s training regime in 
Mindanao in the south.

Manila Bulletin:
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 

on Monday ordered the relocation of the 
Department of Agriculture to Mindanao

to maximize the region’s potentials and 
resources as the country’s food basket. 
The president added that she has directed 
Agriculture Secretary Luis Lorenzo to 
hold office in Mindanao to boost the 
government’s agricultural programs.

The Philippine Star
Juanita Amatong officially took over 

on Monday as officer-in-charge (OIC) of 
the Department of Finance (DOF). 
Amatong, a DOF career officer and 
veteran in the international finance 
community, said there will be no shift in 
the government’s fiscal policies or

revenue targets for the remainder of 
the Arroyo administration.

India
The Times of India

In a big concession to their flying 
publics, India and Pakistan have 
agreed to resume air links from 
January 1.

Overflight rights, too, will be 
allowed for each other’s aircraft under 
the terms of an agreement reached by 
the two governments in New Delhi on 
Monday.

The Hindu
Four separate exit polls conducted

by television channels Monday night 
agreed on one point: the ruling 
Congress will retain power in the 70- 
member Delhi Assembly and the BJP 
will regain majority in the 230-mem- 
ber Madhya Pradesh Assembly.

Hindustan Times
Between 50 and 60 percent of voters 

exercised their franchise in the four 
states that went to the polls on 
Monday.

Kenya
Kenya Times:

The Kenyan government is commit­
ted to revive the country’s arid and 
semi-arid lands with a view to improv­
ing pastoralists way of life, Assistant 
Minister in the Office of the President 
Kivutha Kibwana said Monday.

East African Standard:
Kenyan Minister for Education 

George Saitoti said Monday that the

country’s public university lectures 
will be paid a new salary package 
equivalent to what their counterparts 
in Uganda and Tanzania earn.

Daily Nation
British Airways has slashed Nairobi 

to London fares on Christmas week as 
competition heats up following the 
entry of East African Safari Airways 
on the route.

Pakistan
Dawn

President General Pervez Musharraf 
and Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah 
Jamah, in their separate meetings with 
the visiting Prime Minister of Nepal 
Surya Bahadur Thapa, hoped on Monday 
that the 12th South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) summit 
in Islamabad would give an impetus to 
SAARC activities, and underlined the 
need for expanding bilateral ties.

The News:
Pakistan on Monday announced that 

overflights and direct air-link between 
Islamabad and New Delhi would resume

simultaneously from January 1, 2004. on 
reciprocal basis.

The Nation
President General Pervez Musharraf 

maintained that the string of measures 
taken by Pakistan for making peace with 
India is just a beginning and there is a 
dire need for a sincere dialogue to seek 
settlement to all the outstanding disputes, 
including the core issue of Kashmir. He 
hoped that there would be no repeat of 
Agra Summit this time when Indian 
Prime Minister Vajpayee comes to 
Islamabad to attend SAARC summit in 
January next year.

mailto:HRSP@y.net.ye
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Coming to terms with the 
twentieth-century ‘-isms’ 

(Part I of II)
By Dr Anil K Prasad, 
Associate Professor & 
Head, 
Department of English, 
Faculty of Arts, 
Ibb University, 
Email: prasad@y.net.ye

‘Every mere ism is a mere 
misunderstanding and the death 
of history’
(Martin Heidegger, What Is A 
Thing?: 1967 p 60-61)

A
ny student of contempo­
rary art, literature, criti­
cism. theory, history and 
culture today is all at sea 
with the inundation of 

new coinages with the affixes of '- 
ism’, ‘de/di-’ and ‘post-’, but certainly 
is not at ease when s/he is trying to 
come to terms with this sea change in 
the history of ideas. Now the world of 
reading/interpreting and
teaching/learning contemporary art, 
literature, criticism, theory, history 
and culture has witnessed a mystify­
ing change with many patterns of 
interrelationships between the read- 
er/viewer/audience and the text/dis- 
course/artifact and the word/medi- 
um/tool and the world provides the 
context. Many theories, many 
approaches, many directions, many 
milestones make every reading a mis- 
reading/‘anti-reading’ and create 
nihilistic doubts in the readers making 
inroads across the borders of history, 
anthropology, philosophy, psycholo­
gy, literary criticism, linguistics, semi­
otics, folklore, mythology, media 
studies, cyber culture, digital culture 
and the list goes on.

Twentieth-century has witnessed a 
shift from the interest in the canonical 
to the regional/local, from the study of 
pure literature to language-based 
approaches making English language 
teaching a massive money-spinning 
global industry. This has given rise to 
another shift from the aestheticism of 
art to its utilitarian function and popu­
lar appeal, from autonomous utter­
ances of the author to the interplay of 
social and cultural voices with their 
unavoidable participation in the com­
mon stock of literary and linguistic 
conventions and procedures that are 
“always already” in place and consti­
tute the discourse into which we are 
born (Abrams, M.H. A Glossary of 
Literary Terms. 1999) and finally

from the authority of the author to the 
death of the author pursuing semantic 
indeterminacy as a will-o’-the-wisp 
with the binary oppositions (e.g. 
good/evil, male/female, nature/cul- 
ture, speech/writing etc.). It has been 
an age of ‘aesthetic reflection on the 
nature of modernity’ (Giddens, A. The 
Consequence of Modernity, 1990:45) 
with the innovative, inventive and 
ground-breaking use of the form and 
function of language.

It has also witnessed a journey from 
a nostalgic yearning for a lost sense of 
unity, and constructs an aesthetics of 
fragmentation as in Eliot’s Waste 
Land (1922) and Joyce’s Ulysses 
(1922) with ‘the peace that passeth 
understanding’ and the emphatic affir­
mation of Molly’s ‘...and yes I said 
yes I will yes.’ respectively to the 
postmodern celebration of fragmenta­
tion, negation and hysteria in a carni­
val of contradictory cultures and 
worldviews. The Prufrocks of yester­
years who hesitatingly retreated into 
the maze of images of the grand nar­
ratives of religion, history and culture 
are ‘now suspended on the flow of 
ultratechnological images in a con­
sumerist hyperreality across medias­
cape and mindscreen to which they 
can only passively surrender’ like the 
tramps in Beckett’s Waiting for Godot 
(1948) for who ‘Nothing is certain’.

‘Unity’ and ‘wholeness’ in form, as 
concepts central to interpretation, are 
‘unceremoniously ousted... and now 
relegated to the periphery of critical 
concern...’ (Davis, Robert Con. Ed. 
Contemporary Literary Criticism: 
Modernism Through
Poststructuralism, 1986: 9) On the 
other hand, new historicists see histo­
ry as co-text, which needs to be re­
interpreted. They focus on the histori­
cal and cultural production of a ‘text’, 
its meanings, its effects, and also for 
further critical interpretations and 
evaluations. They are concerned with 
what Louis Montrose said, ‘the his­
toricity of texts and the textuality of 
history’ (Abrams, M.H. A Glossary of 
Literary Terms 1999: 183). This is to 
say that texts are related to other dis­
cursive and rhetorical practices and 
structures, and they are part of the his­
tory that is still in the making, still in 
the process of being written. The 
death of the author and the subsequent 
attack on the authority of the text gave 
birth to a reader who is the ‘centre' in 
the process of reading. Further flights

into the space of hyper reality have 
given rise to the cyberpunk literature 
(with the publication of William 
Gibson’s cyberpunk novel, 
Neuromancer in 1982) creating in the 
modern reader a dread of being trans­
formed, in the future, into a ‘cyborg’: 
‘a split, a hybrid identity, a cybernetic 
organism: a human computer’, half 
human and half computer; living in 
the world dominated by multinational 
corporate business empires with frac­
tured identities. In the university cur­
ricula, William Wordsworth's descrip­
tion of Nature’s beauty: ‘The beauty 
of the morning; silent, bare,/Ships, 
towers, domes, theatres, and the tem­
ples lie/ Open unto the fields, and to 
the sky;/All bright and glittering in the 
smokeless air’ and William Gibson’s 
description of Nature in 
Neuromancer, shaped by the con­
sciousness of technological revolu­
tion: ‘The sky above the port was the 
color of television, turned to a dead 
channel’ are being placed side by 
side.

Now the text is considered a self- 
sufficient object, a body of writing 
controlled by linguistic and literary 
codes, and a play of ‘differences’ that 
generate innumerable and mutually 
contradictory paradigms of ‘undecid­
ability and desemanticization’. In 
addition to the opposition to eurocen- 
tricism, logocentricism, ethnocen­
trism and androcentricism, the con­
texts of culture, gender, history, race, 
neocolonialism and psychology have 
also exercised considerable influence 
on the reading and interpretation of 
texts. It has been rightly remarked:

In global shifts such as these - dis­
locating and potentially painful shifts 
in which sense and nonsense, the cen­
tral and the marginal, are seen to 
switch places - we witness ourselves 
moving from one paradigm to the 
other, from a world that already made 
sense to a world that is just now mak­
ing sense. This revolution in criti­
cism, and the resultant shift in the way 
we understand literature, poses an 
ontological difficulty of the highest 
order. This difficulty more than any 
other, explains both the challenge and 
the excitement of (and also the hostil­
ity toward) contemporary theory and 
literature. (Davis. Robert Con. 1986: 
9)

In the process of reading/interpreta- 
tion. teaching/learning, are we influ­
enced by these shifts and swings?

YOUTH 
FORUM

Against the current
I incinerate all my verses and 
dreams.
I incinerate all my past...
Every thing is incinerated.
But it is the beginning of a new 
tragedy.
And it tries to kill me.
But I will oppose it and continue to 
live
To fight against the current.
And bury the painful past.
And embrace the entirety of passion. 
Because life is being and becoming.

Fatima Hamoud Al-Sanhani

Level 4, Department of English 
Faculty of Education, Al-Mahweet

Friendship
Friendship is the strong connection 
between two or more people. It 
should be based on a strong ground 
of morals, sincerity, and truth. Such 
friendship will last forever, whereas a 
weak friendship is that which is with 
materialistic motivations. This is very 
short, and it ends when the friends 
satisfy their desires.
A testimony of the true friendship is 
when a friend is ready to sacrifice for 
his friend whatever may be the cost. 
A rue friend is a really gift from Allah. 
He will live with you and share you 
your life whether it is happy or sad. 
One should have good friends 
always, because our friends are our 
mirrors. People judge your

personality according to the people 
you accompany. So we should be 
serious and aware when we choose 
our friends. For those friends are our 
battles and weapons for facing 
problems, or anchors of a fruitful 
future. So bad friends are like cancer 
which destroys the vitality of life. 
Everyone should search and find the 
true friend who will help him in the 
battle of life.
In the Holy Quran Allah orders us to 
develop our friendship to the stage of 
‘brotherhood’. As the proverb says 
“A friend in need is a friend indeed.”

By Anwar Ali Mohammed Al-Wadie 
Sa’ada, Faculty of Education

Be a hero on strike
Be a hero on strike...
Do not follow... just start,
And do what you, not others, like, 
We depart to meet and meet to 
depart.

Turn on the light..
Do not turn on the fight.
Go around the world, only on a 
bike,
And be different... metals are not 
alike.

Light a candle.. life is so dark, 
Decide at once; never go back. 
Walk walk and walk..
Leave only your own track.

And remember
As there is day.. there is night 
As there is darkness.. there is light, 
As there is peace.. there is fight, 
So, be a hero on strike.

Saba Jarallah 
Department of English 

Faculty of Arts 
Sana’a University

Looking for life
When smile
disappears 
When the world 
darkens 
In the whirlpool of live 
torment 
Where would the 
human being be?
Torture with affliction and agony 
Teething with bitterness and 
desperation 
Why does the world suffer thus? 
It comes and goes without hope, 
goal or purpose 
But where does it go to?
Love becomes rarest of the rare
And the malevolence appears in its 
ugliest form
Where is the humanity heading for? 
In the desert sand of affliction, 
bitterness or anguish 
Smile from the lips fast withers 
Let’s discover the inner spring of life 
And restore the lost paradise.

Hajar Ismail Shibam 
Sana’a

A pragmatic-pedagogic perspective

Constraints on 
translatability of Arabic 

(Part I of II)
By Dr Ayid Sharyan 
Department of 
English
Faculty of Education 
Sana’a University

Abstract
This paper discusses the untranslata- 

bility of Arabic language from a prag­
matic perspective with a special focus 
on the scope of exploiting such knowl­
edge in a broad Arab EFL context. It 
presents varied examples that reflect the 
distinctiveness of Arabic that potentially 
pose problems for translation, for learn­
ing English and for interaction with 
non-Arabs in cross-cultural communi­
cations. It ends with some pedagogical 
implications for EFL in a broader Arab 
context.

Introduction
It is axiomatic to say that language 

and culture are inseparable. It is not 
always possible nor easy to translate the 
subtle cultural nuances of language. The 
paper presents several untranslatable 
expressions in Arabic while touching on 
the non-linguistic, socio-cultural con­
texts where these expressions are origi­
nated.

Undeniably, Arabic is deeply rooted 
in its culture and religion unlike English 
that has got rid of most of its cultural 
biases since it is used as a worldwide 
‘contact language’. While communicat­
ing, a speaker of Arabic chooses from a 
wide range of repertoire to convey a cer­
tain intended effect on the message 
receptor. This depends on varied vocab­
ulary, grammar, and long history where 
Arabic changed from time to time and 
from place to place. The idiosyncratic 
cultural features of Arabic gave individ­
uality to the language that shaped the 
life, personality and worldview of its 
speakers who grow in a monolingual 
and mono-cultural society. This deep­
rootedness of Arabic (L1) puts a con­
straint on any cross-cultural communi­
cation, particularly on English (L2). 
Arab learners’ misuse of communica­
tion strategies in L2 situations is proba­
bly due to transfer of L1 strategies. This 
is caused by choosing vocabulary, 
grammar and pragmatic rules inherited 
from the Islamic culture. This results in 
a pragmatic failure owing to translation 
(implicitly or explicitly) of L1 in an L2 
conversational context. Politeness 
strategies, for example, in Arabic are 
distinct in use and they resist transla­
tion. Failure takes place not only 
because of the linguistic form of the tar­
get language but due to the pragmatic 
and socio-linguistic aspects inherent in 
Arabic itself. Dialogues in Arabic are 
full of expressions that are culture-spe­
cific because of the fact that Arabic 
draws heavily on its Islamic culture. 
While translating an Arabic text, one is 
bound to face a number of words and 
expressions that have no parallels in 
English. That is why one finds elaborate 
footnotes in standard translations to 
help an outsider who wants to under­
stand the text fully. Moreover, formula­
ic expressions have no equivalence in 
English.

Some of these expressions relate to 
politeness forms that cause breakdown 
of communications with non-Arabs and 
cause problems for translation. Some of 
the common phrases used in an Arab 
socio-linguistic context need to be dis­
cussed to highlight the potential Arabic 
untranslatability in a pedagogical and 
translational context. There are other 
problems in translating cultural items 
such as idioms, sayings, proverbs, 
jokes, puns, etc.

Distinctiveness of Arabic
Here are some examples of the Arabic 

expressions of politeness forms that 
cause breakdown in communications 
with non-Arabs and constrain translata­
bility. The study selects some expres­
sions that relate to religious terms, voca­
tives, address forms, directness, and use 
of hedges.

To start with, the expression that is 
commonly used in Arabic language is 
[bismillah], i.e. in Allah’s name. This is 
used as a pious ejaculation, which 
should precede every act in the Arabic- 
cum-Islamic socio-linguistic context. 
This is not difficult to translate but what 
is difficult is to carry its socio-cultural

connotations to the target language. 
When an Arab learner begins his exam 
paper or his class activities, he tends to 
start with this phrase. Because English 
has become a secular language due to its 
worldwide usage, non-Arabs find this 
phrase not exactly English though it 
does not affect communication It is a 
sort of giving some religious touch to 
the communicative act.

The speaker then sounds familiar if 
he commences this talk, using the 
Arabic style of conversions:

بعد اما الله، رسول على والسلام والصلاة لله الحمد
i.e. praise be to Allah, and grace, prayer 
and blessing be upon His Messenger 
[Prophet Mohammad], and 
afterwards...This is also a formulaic 
expression that begins a written dis- 
course. The idiosyncrasy is in both 
translation and EFL learning situation. 
Learns somehow think of this when 
they wan to begin some class activity.

Another phrase that is related to reli-
la] يمظالع العلي هبالل لا ولاقوة حول لا gion is

hola wala quota elabillha al ali aladim١, 
i.e. there is no Majesty, and there is no 
Might save in Allah the Glorious, the 
Great! This expression is used usually 
when some is in calamity. This excla- 
mation shows that one is weak in front 
of the Almighty. It invokes the greatness 
of the Creator to accept one’s fate and 
destiny if unable to face. Such a phrase 
is not easily translatable for its cultural 
overtones. Translators attempt to over- 
look or replace the phrase with some 
expression that does not rely transfer the 
phrase to the intended language for its 
cultural associations. When it comes to 
EFL context, it is a hurdle for students 
who tend to look for an equivalence to 
express their feeling in the target lan- 
guage but they fail. They feel a kind of 
dissatisfaction with the target language 
for it is suffusing their need of expres- 
sion their emotion.

Many a time a speaker of Arabic falls 
back on his culture when he finds him- 
self in a difficult situation. For example, 
he uses لله استغفر  [astagfru Allah], i.e. 
pray pardon of Allah. This is if someone 
transgresses. It is a phrase that is always 
repeated also as a prayer to seek the par- 
don of Allah. Another related expression 
is [allahumma], i.e. O my God! This 
means Ya Allah (O Allah) a sort of inno- 
vation but with emphasis, especially 
when someone is in a difficult circum- 
stances. It is followed by a statement 
that decides the request of this invoca- 
tion.

This kind of language is part of the 
linguistic repertoire of an Arab learner 
of English. This always comes in when 
such a speaker attempts to converse 
with non-Arabs. Similarly a non-Arab 
who wants to be accepted in an Arab 
conversational context has to observe 
this aspect while communicating with 
Arabs whether Arabic is used or a for- 
eign language. The speaker sounds 
familiar if he commences his talk, using 
this Arabic style. He is so much respect- 
ed and taken in, particularly if he is a 
non-Arab for this gives students some 
kind of ingroupness with the teacher.

Linguistic and Non-Linguistic 
Behaviour in Arabic

Religion, as a way of life for a 
Muslim, lays down the principles that 
govern relationships among people. 
Arabic is deeply rooted in Islam that 
shapes the worldview of its speakers. 
When Arabs meet, they greet each other 
with words that signify peace (e.g. 

عليكم السلام : salaam alaykum, i.e. peace 
upon you.) "This in a way implies Islam. 
This is why some Arab learners of 
English sometime feel they need to use 
this greeting something kind of transla- 
tion for this phrase. Naturally when they 
translate it to English and use it as a 
greeting. non-Arabs feel that students 
are unable to master the target language.

To leave is to repeat the same greeting 
[salaam alaykum] so as to stress, peace, 
brotherhood, solidarity and ingroupness 
with the addressee. In some religious 
occasions other forms of greetings are 
made use of: e.g. مباراك رمضان  [Ramadan 
mubarak], i.e. Happy Ramadan. Other

Eid] مبارك اوعيد عيدسعيد greetings are
mubarak, Eid sayeed], i.e. Happy Eid. 
Other forms of greetings that are equiv- 
alent to good morning [sabah alkir, and 
good evening [masa alkhir] are availain 
Arabic but they are not so favoured 
because they are devoid of the religious

touch.
Complements in Arabic vary. If one 

finds something so good, he has to bless 
that by saying [masha'a Allah], 
i.e. God be thanked for his creation. If 
someone sneezes, he has to say 
[alhamdulilah], i.e. Thanks be to God. 
The one who listens has to respond with 
 [yarhamukallah], i.e. Allah 

have mercy on you. The response from 
the one who sneezes is  
[yarhamna wa yarhamukalallah], i.e. 
Allah have mercy on us. Not only the 
linguistic behaviour but also the social 
behaviour is directed by religion. 
Deviation from the social norms and 
cultural pattern is perceived as impolite. 
For example, if an old man walks with 
his son, his son has to follow and not to 
precede him. The one who walks has to 
greet the one who is sitting, not the other 
way around. If a visitor comes, he has to 
stand at the door till he is given permis­
sion to enter. When entering, the male 
visitor has to avoid looking or talking to 
females in the host’s family. To sit in 
front of an Arab with one’s shoes toward 
his face is offensive. To travel alone is 
not advisable according to religion; one 
has to have some companions. If more 
than two travel, they have to appoint 
one as a leader for the journey.

As any work has to begin by the name 
of Allah, an Arab begins food by men­
tioning the Name of Allah. Food is to be 
eaten by the right hand; to have it by the 
left is improper and it is despised social­
ly. Helping others is part of the cultural 
upbringing. If someone in a difficult 
condition, people would volunteer to 
help. In the modern world of the West 
that leans on individualism and distrust, 
such a move to help would be suspect­
ed. When Arab students travel abroad, 
they experience diverse forms of misin­
terpretations due to these cultural differ­
ences. Westerners believe that it is their 
right of privacy to have physical pleas­
ure even in public places. They feel 
offended to be looked at by passers-by. 
But there is no social obligation in the 
Arabic context to prevent passers-by 
from looking at people in all conditions 
in public places. On the contrary, any 
tempting act is seen as offensive for the 
public. The different cultural percep­
tions are likely to result in a difficult sit­
uation of misjudgement and misinter­
pretation. Arab students also try to initi­
ate conversations with any person they 
come into contact with. They disregard 
the right of privacy maintained by 
Westerners and for this they look odd in 
the new context.

In addition to the religious linguistic 
form of politeness, religion also necessi­
tates one to ‘face’ the person warm­
heartedly. To show solidarity and agree­
ment with the addressee, a native speak­
er of Arabic employs excessively reli­
gious terms such as 
[alayhi alsalatu wa salaam], i.e. Peace 
be upon him, (alsalaam 
alaykum, i.e. peace upon you.),  
[Allah yarhamu], i.e. May God have 
mercy on him and [kul lu: 
shai: bi yadi Allah], i.e. everything is in 
God’s hands, etc. are specific to Arabic. 
When a speaker starts an informal con­
versation or a formal talk, he begins 
with certain strategies that characterise 
Arabic speech style. Even a secular 
Arab would begin with insinuations to 
Allah: Tn the Name of Allah, the 
Merciful, the Most Gracious, we 
start...’

Speakers of Arabic usually evoke the 
assistance of Almighty in their interac­
tions to bless the arrangement and ren­
der it a success. This is why one hears 
people repeat [Allahalhamdulilah], 
i.e. praise or thanks be to Allah and 

 [samahaka Allah], i.e. God 
forgive you. People wish success and 
refer to Allah’s willing (; insha 
Allah) in different context while speak­
ing with each other. In concluding mar­
riage agreement, they read [al 
fatiha] that is the opening of The Holy 
Qura’an. An Arabic dialogue, more 
often than not, contains religious vocab­
ulary as reflected in dialogues of life or 
literature. Such politeness is part of 
everyday talk-exchange. Also compli­
ments are related to religion, e.g.  
[ahsant], i.e. well-done,   
[jzak Allah khair], i.e. God rewards you, 

 [baraka Allah fik], i.e. God 
bless you,  [afak Allah], God 
keep good healthy, etc.
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Chelsea’s Cole 

banned for West 
Ham fracas

LONDON (Reuters) - The FA has 
banned Chelsea midfielder Joe Cole for 
two matches and fined him 15,000 
pounds after a fracas as a West Ham 
United player in April.

Cole was suspended for two games, 
starting from December 22, and fined 
10,000 pounds for improper conduct 
and using abusive and insulting lan­
guage to a match official during West 
Ham’s premier league game at Bolton 
Wanderers last season.

The 22-year-old, who joined Chelsea 
in the close season after West Ham 
were relegated to the first division, was 
also fined 5,000 pounds for improper 

conduct in a mass confrontation on the 
pitch, a Football Association 
spokesman said on Tuesday.

Cole, now an England regular, was 
also warned about his future conduct.

The game at the Reebok Stadium on 
April 19 boiled over just before and 
again just after the final whistle as West 
Ham’s Ian Pearce was sent off.

Tension had been inevitable in a 
match between two sides who were 
both battling to avoid relegation. 
Bolton’s 1-0 victory on the day went a 
long way to securing the home side’s 
survival and condemning West Ham to 
the drop.

Chelsea midfielder Joe Cole (R) ws banned for two matches and fined 15,000 
pounds after a fracas as a West Ham United player in April, the FA said on 
Tuesday. Cole is pictured as he competes for the ball with Manchester 
United’s French defender Mikael Silvestre during a match last month. 
REUTERS/Stephen Hird

Klien to race for Jaguar in 2004
By Alan Baldwin

LONDON (Reuters) - Young Austrian 
Christian Klien will race for Jaguar along­
side Australian Mark Webber next year, 
the Formula One team has announced.

"There is no doubt in our minds about 
the potential of this exciting new young 
talent,” said Jaguar racing managing 
director David Pitchforth of a 20-year-old 
who had his first experience of a Formula 
One car only last week.

Klien, who was testing with Jaguar in 
Barcelona on Tuesday, takes the place of 
Briton Justin Wilson at the Ford-owned 
team.

Wilson, who competed in the last five 

races of the season for Jaguar after 
Brazilian Antonio Pizzonia was dropped, 
has an uncertain future, with Minardi and 
Jordan the only teams still to confirm 
their lineups.

“It's disappointing,” the 25-year-old 
told Tuesday’s Daily Mirror. “I have 
known this was on the cards for a while. 1 
know why they have made the decision 
they have and there is little I can do about 
it.

“I’m still waiting to see what happens 
about the rale governing test driving. I 
would like to remain with the team in a 
test driving role. Minardi is also a possi­
bility.”

New rales for 2004 allow the six low­

est-ranked teams to run a third car in 
Friday practice at grands prix but the driv­
er cannot have competed in six or more 
races during the past two seasons. That 
bars Wilson unless the rule is changed.

Hefty backing
Klien was runner-up in German 

Formula Three last season and impressed 
Jaguar with his attitude during his debut 
test last week. He also comes with hefty 
backing from Austrian energy drink com­
pany Red Bull.

“Christian was in as much control of 
himself as he was the car,” said Pitchforth 
of the Valencia test. “He was extremely 
calm, composed and didn’t seem remote­
ly fazed by his first experience with a 
Formula One car.

“He worked very well with the race 
engineers and demonstrated increasing 
speed as he became familiar with the 
car...our decision to employ him as a race 
driver was based on merit, potential and 
speed.”

Klien looked forward to the challenge 
of working alongside a highly-rated driv­
er who has so far made all his Formula 
One team mates look slow.

“I have worked tirelessly over the years 
to get to this point but I appreciate also 
that the real hard work for me starts now,” 
he said.

Klien will be the first Austrian driver to 
race in Formula One since Alexander 
Wurz left Benetton in 2000 to become 
McLaren's reserve.

Ironically, Klien’s debut will come the 
year after his home grand prix at 
Spielberg was struck off the calendar.

Pitchforth thanked Wilson for his con­
tribution.

“Justin’s speed, focus and experience 
are exemplary and our decision to put 
Christian in the race car in no way reflects 
upon Justin’s clear ability as a competi­
tive racing driver," he said.

“We are, however, in discussions with 
Justin about how Jaguar racing can help 
with his future career.”

THE LAST 
WORD IN 

ASTROLOGY

BY Eugenia

Aries
(Mar 21 - Apr 19)
The way you handle family and 
friends will be the deciding factor 
as to the outcome of anything 
that requires assistance to 
complete. You may be in need of 
a change that could revamp your 
friendships.

Taurus
(Apr 20 - May 20)
Reevaluating your past in order 
to move in a direction more 
suited to your liking is in the 
picture. A move to another area 
may be in the works very shortly 
if you make the right choice 
today.

Gemini
(May 21 - Jun 20)
Learning will be half the battle, 
and having the discipline to 
follow through will be the other. 
Someone you meet at an event 
you attend will give you more to 
think about.

Cancer
(Jun 21 - Jul 22)
You may have a problem with a 
colleague today. Try to be 
patient, but don’t let anyone take 
advantage of you. You have a lot 
to contribute

Leo
(Jul 23 - Aug 22)
Your decision to move forward 
will send you on a bit of a 
whirlwind, but it will also provide 
you with adventure and 
experience. You will be thrust 
into a circle of individuals who 
can offer very valuable 
knowledge.

Virgo
(Aug 23 - Sep 22)
Don’t be too quick to take care of 
everyone else before you take 
care of yourself. Address each 
person with a time schedule that 
will fit well with your own agenda.

Libra
(Sept 23 - Oct 22)
Prepare yourself for change and 
you won’t be so surprised when 
it comes your way. Personal 
issues may surface that you 
didn’t even know existed. You 
may have to defend yourself.

Scorpio
(Oct 23 - Nov 21)
Clear up the projects you wanted 
to finish before the end of the 
year. Your ability to get things 
done will enable you to impress 
people who can make a 
difference to your future.

Sagittarius
(Nov 22 - Dec 21)
You will make things happen 
today for the people counting on 
you for entertainment, friendship 
and help. Taking part in an event 
that deals with foreign cultures 
will teach you a great deal

Capricorn
(Dec 22-Jan 19)
It may be difficult to make up 
your mind today about personal 
matters. Frustrations can wait 
until you are better suited to deal 
with them. Focus on business.

Aquarius
(Jan 20 - Feb 18)
Take the high road and you will 
be successful. Start your 
preparation now and you will 
move quickly into the new year 
with the prospects of a bright 
future.

Pisces
(Feb 19-Mar 20)
Don’t take criticism too 
personally if it is coming from 
your peers. A little jealousy may 
be the reason. Believe in 
yourself and what you’ve done.
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New format war looms as DVD 
forum chooses standard

AMSTERDAM (Reuters) - Toshiba 
and NEC have won a round in the fight 
for standardizing the format for DVDs 
as their technology has been embraced 
by an industry forum, but the real bat­
tle is won by convincing consumers 
and Hollywood.

Japan's Toshiba and NEC received 
the support from the DVD Forum last 
month, but it was only over the week­
end that the news spread into the pub­
lic domain.

Last year, the two companies 
pitched their version of a blue-laser 
DVD player against that of a consor­
tium of the world's biggest electronics 
makers, including Japan's Sony Corp 
and Matsushita and Dutch firm Philips.

Sony and Philips are also members 
of the DVD Forum.

Blue-laser DVD players will replace 
the current generation of red-laser 
DVD players in a few years time. A 
blue-laser disc can store around five 
times more information than red-laser 
discs — which is up to three hours of 
high definition video.

The electronics industry expects that 

over the next few years high definition 
TV will at last reach a critical mass, 
which in its turn will push the need for 
higher quality DVDs.

The DVD Forum, an industry asso­
ciation of some 220 electronics and 
media companies, said it will endorse 
only one technology. By backing the 
so-called HD DVD standard from 
Toshiba and NEC, a new format war is 
looming.

The electronics industry has plenty 
of experience with format wars. In 
fact, the last format war, over record­
able DVD discs, is still being fought 
out in the market.

The DVD Forum did not approve 
the so-called DVD+RW recordable 
technology developed by Sony and 
Philips — yet, this technology has a 
significant chunk of the market. Its 
inventors even claim that it is the dom­
inant standard.

Royalties
Financial analysts said the DVD 

Forum's choice does not mean Sony 
and its consortium partners will miss 

out on the next stream of technology 
licensing income, which is what the 
struggle is really all about.

Licensing fees have become a sub­
stantial income source for the notori­
ously low-margin electronics industry. 
Philips, for instance, has an official 
target to double its two to 2.5 percent 
profit margins with royalty income — it 
has a strong patent pool as it has 
helped invent the CD and the DVD.

Low-cost Chinese electronics mak­
ers have often complained about the 

high DVD royalty payments, which 
can run to $10 per machine. China has 
therefore invented yet another DVD 
technology. EVD, which might 
become a local Chinese standard. For a 
standard to be successful, the support 
of Japanese giants Sony and 
Matshushita, which operates the 
Panasonic and JVC brands, is crucial, 
said investment bank J.P. Morgan in a 
research note. Only with their support 
will there be sufficient products in the 
shops.

Asian 
pirates sell 
Microsoft’s 
next 
Windows OS

JOHOR BAHRU, Malaysia (Reuters) - Malaysia's 
brazen software pirates are hawking the next version 
of Microsoft Corp's Windows operating system years 
before it is supposed to be on sale.

Underscoring the scale of U.S. companies' copy­
right problems in Asia, CDs containing software 
Microsoft has code named "Longhorn" are on sale 
for six ringgit ($1.58) in southern Malaysia. 
Microsoft's current version of Windows, XP, sells for 
upwards of $100 in the United States.

The software is an early version of Longhorn 
demonstrated and distributed at a conference for 
Microsoft programmers in Los Angeles in October, 
Microsoft Corporate Attorney Jonathan 
Selvasegaram told Reuters.

"It's not a ready product," he said from Malaysia. 
"Even if it works for a while, I think it's very risky," 
to install on a home computer, he said.

Chairman Bill Gates has said Longhorn, which is 
not expected to be released before 2005, would rank 
as Microsoft's largest software launch this decade.

The software is on sale in the largest shopping 
complex in Johor Bahru, the Malaysian city border­
ing Singapore, alongside thousands of pirated pro­
grams, music CDs and DVDs.

Discs in plastic covers hang from racks in more 
than a dozen specialized stores in the Holiday Plaza 
center, even though it has its own police station.

Such piracy is rampant in Asia, although the 
United States praised Malaysia for seizing thousands 
of illegal discs since May. U.S. trade losses due to 
piracy in Malaysia fell to $242 million last year from 
$316 million in 2001.

Selvasegaram said pirates would shut their shops 
whenever Malaysian authorities launched a clamp­
down, only to reopen within days or even hours. He 
said software companies were working with the 
authorities on the problem, but the police were more 
concerned about controlling pornography.

Longhorn promises new methods of storing files, 
tighter links to the Internet, greater security and 
fewer annoying reboots, Microsoft has said.

Spammers 
unleash E-Mail 

worm to 
disable critics

LONDON (Reuters) - Anti-spam 
organizations are the target of a new 
Internet worm outbreak that tries to 
knock them offline with a crippling 
data barrage, computer security 
experts said Tuesday.

Virus experts believe the worm, 
W32/Mimail-L, is the work of a 
vengeful spam e-mail peddler bent on 
paralyzing organizations that try to 
deal with spam, the torrents of get- 
rich-quick schemes and body-enhance­
ment deals that clog in-boxes daily.

"It's the third Mimail variation to 
come after us, except this one is trying 
to do more," said Steve Linford, 
founder of The Spamhaus Project, a 
British-based group that singles out 
spammers. Spamhaus was hit by 
Mimail late Monday.

According to anti-virus and spam­
filtering company Sophos Plc, the 
Mimail-L program comes as an attach­
ment to an e-mail purporting to be 
from a woman named Wendy who 
details an erotic encounter and then 
offers naked photographs.

Clicking on the attachment acti­
vates the virus. Once triggered, the 
worm forwards itself to other e-mail 
users.

The worm can also turn the affected 
PC into a "zombie," which can then be 
remotely commanded to bombard one 
of a select group of targets, such as 
Spamhaus, with a disabling blizzard of 
data — a so-called denial-of-service 
attack.

In a new twist, a follow-up e-mail is 
sent to the infected user stating that an 
order for a CD containing images of 
child pornography will be delivered to 
their postal address.

To stop the order, the e-mail advis­

es, they should respond to what 
appears to be an e-mail address for 
billing complaints, but which is actual­
ly an e-mail for one of the eight targets.

"So many Internet users are flood­
ing us with complaints about these 
child pom CDs that we supposedly 
ordered for them," said Linford, 
adding that he was cooperating with 
police.

He believes the worm was the work 
of one of three organized spam gangs 
that traffic in stolen credit cards and 
have hit him with distributed denial-of- 
service (DDOS) attacks in the past.

"These guys write trojan (viruses), 
they carry out DDOS attacks and they 
get their money through selling stolen 
credit cards and spamming," Linford 
said.

Virus experts said the outbreak was 
light compared to the rash of worms 
and viruses that plagued the Internet 
last summer. "We have had reports in 
the dozens, not in the hundreds," said 
Graham Cluley, senior technology 
consultant for Sophos.

"But what this shows is that there is 
more evidence that virus writers and 
spammers are now colluding," he 
added.

Security experts have been warning 
that some spammers have adopted 
virus-writing tactics to silence their 
biggest critics.

The stakes are high. Anti-spam 
organizations create black-out lists of 
known spammers that are then distrib­
uted to other Internet service providers 
to automatically reject messages com­
ing from these sources.

"They are angry with us because we 
try to stop the spamming cycle," 
Linford said.
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For a bizarre speech given in 2002: 
Rumsfeld wins 

"Foot in Mouth" award
LONDON (Reuters) - A 

bizarre comment by U.S. 
Defence Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld on the hunt for 
Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction has been awarded 
the "Foot in Mouth" prize by 
the Plain English Campaign.

Rumsfeld, renowned for his 
uncompromising tough talk­
ing, received the prize for the 
most baffling comment by a 
public figure.

"Reports that say something 
hasn't happened are always 
interesting to me, because as 
we know, there are known 
knowns; there are things we 
know we know," Rumsfeld told 
a press briefing.

"We also know there are 
known unknowns; that is to 
say we know there are some 
things we do not know. But 
there are also unknown 
unknowns -- the ones we don't 
know we don't know."

John Lister, spokesman for 
the campaign which strives to 
have public information deliv­

ered in clear, straightforward 
English, said: "We think we 
know what he means. But we 
don't know if we really know."

Although Rumsfeld's com­
ments were made at a press 
briefing in February 2002, 
they were nominated for this 
year's award.

Rumsfeld, whose boss U.S. 
President George W. Bush is 
often singled out by language 
critics for his sometimes 
unusual use of English, took 
the booby prize ahead of a 
bizarre effort from actor- 
turned politician Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.

"I think that gay marriage is 
something that should be 
between a man and a 
woman," was the odd state­
ment from the new California 
Governor.

Previous holders of the 
award include U.S. actress 
Alicia Silverstone and 
Chancellor Gordon Brown. 
Last year's winner was actor 
Richard Gere.

U.S. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld speaks on NBC's "Meet the Press" during a taping at the NBC studios 
in Washington, November 2. Rumsfeld was awarded the "Foot in Mouth" award for a bizarre speech given in 2002 
on the hunt for Iraq's weapons of mass destruction. REUTERS

Palestinian baby shows 
signs of a miracle

BETHLEHEM, West Bank 
(Reuters) - A baby born in 
Bethlehem is drawing 
crowds by the thousands. 
Palestinians in the West 
Bank town revered by 
Christians as Jesus' birth­
place have been thronging 
to the adjacent Aida refugee 
camp for a glimpse of the 
11-day-old infant many are 
calling a "miracle baby."

The boy has gained 
attention for being born with 
a large birthmark across his 
cheek that roughly forms in 
Arabic letters the name of 
his uncle, Ala, a Hamas mil­
itant killed by Israeli troops 
after he was alleged to have 
planned a suicide bombing.

The family, devout 
Muslims, called it a divine 
message of support for the 
Palestinians against Israel.

The Israeli army declined 
comment but one security 
source said: "It sounds very 

freaky." The family denied 
any hoax.

The security source said 
the baby's uncle, who was 
shot dead eight months ago, 
was suspected of master­
minding a bombing that 
killed 12 people on a 
Jerusalem bus in November 
2002.

Cradling the baby in her 
arms, the infant's grand­
mother, Aysha Ayyad, 58, 
said her son secretly joined 
the Islamic group Hamas 
shortly after he was beaten 
by Israeli soldiers.

She said the birthmark 
was a sign "the soldiers can 
kill our sons but not our spir­
it." She voiced hope Israelis 
and Palestinians would 
make peace and allow her 
grandson to grow up free 
from violence.

As she spoke, an Israeli 
army patrol fired teargas at 
stone-throwing youths near­

by. Despite the commotion, 
the imam from the camp's 
main mosque entered the 
crowded living room, traced 
a finger along the swirling 
birthmark — which finishes 
behind the baby's right ear - 
- and pronounced it a "gift 
from God."

Adding to a tale spread 
mostly by word of mouth 
and published Monday in 
the Jerusalem Post, the 
baby -- named in honor of 
his dead uncle — was born 
on the 27th day of the holy 
month of Ramadan, revered 
as the night the Koran was 
revealed to the prophet 
Mohammad.

When local Muslim cler­
ics learned of the baby's 
birthmark, they announced it 
on mosque loudspeakers. 
The family said several 
thousand people had con­
verged on the house since 
therf.
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