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By MOHAMMED AL-QADHI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Tribal and government
efforts have succeeded to end
armed clashes between tribes
in Amran governorate that
erupted last week, claiming
the lives of 12 and mjurmg
more than 20.

An official source in Amran
told the Yemen Times that the
clashes between the tribes of
Thu Jabir and Thu Suda in one
side and Thu Mukaitab in the
other were stopped after tribal
Sheikhs and military figures
interfered, and as the govern-
ment took hostages from the
two tribes to also help the end
of fighting.

Military and security people
were deployed to Kafla dis-
trict, 170 km to the north of
Sana’a. However, according to
the official source at the local
council in Amran, the problem
is not yet sorted out, and the
fight might resume.

The fight claimed the lives
of 12 persons from the two
fighting tribes, including two
women and two children. The
tribes used heavy weapons
including artillery.

Governor of Amran Taha
Hajir accused some tribal
sheikhs of standing behind the
fighting, to achieve personal
interests.

The fight has been reported
to have erupted due to a 4-year
old tribal feud when Skeikh
Ghalib Bin Suda was killed
and some people from the
other tribe were accused of
operating the murder. Every
now and then, problems
between the two sides erupt,
but this time it was most vio-
lent.

As many as 1,500 Yemeni
are believed killed in tribal
disputes every year.

The government has set up
a committee to sort out such
problems but to no avail.

Around a dozen people were killed in Amran despite many rriiry and security vehicles
in the area of Amran. Those forces rarely interfere in tribal clashed to avoid fatalities

among them. Yemen Times Photo by Hassan Al-Zaidi

Attempt to avoid violence

Price hikes delayed?

By HASSAN AL-ZAIDI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

A hike in prices of oil products in
Yemen may be delayed to avoid possi-
ble violent confrontations.

Recent reports suggest that the
National Defense Council is recom-
mending the delay to the government.

The government has already decid-
ed to go on with other price increases,
part of a long-term economic reform
package prescribed by the World Bank.

It includes price hikes to be imple-
mented in the first half of this year.

Public response to the minor rise in
wheat and other commodities prices
was discussed in a recent meeting with
the defense council and government,
and the potential influence of such
price hikes unrest in the country.

Several security measures were
proposed to maintain security.

Security forces

The government is expected to
carry out intensive precautionary secu-
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rity measures before the actual imple-
mentation of the next stage of the price
reform, which will cause an increase in
oil-derivatives including benzene and
diesel for the second time.

It was in 1997 when violent
demonstrations took place in the streets
in protest of the rise in fuel prices at the
time.

The protests had caused tremen-
dous damage to stores and public areas
as security measures by then were not
adequate.

Meanwhile, tension is rising every
day due to the increase of prices of
basic commodities, despite the govern-
ment’s claim that external factors were
behind this price hike.

The government was harshly criti-
cized by religious and opposition lead-
ers throughout the country lately, who
called the latest rise in prices a means
to ‘steal food from the mouths of the

poor’.
Renowned Sheikh and opposition
leader Abdulmajeed Al-Zindani

claimed that those who are keeping
silent against this rise are “disbelievers
in Dooms Day”.

Sixth dose in a row

If it is to be implemented, the dose
will be the sixth in a row since the gov-
ernment started implementing the eco-
nomic reform package set by the World
Bank and other international bodies,
supposedly to help Yemen’s economy
recover and bring new sources of rev-

Ahead of its time - SAFETY with COMFORT

Head Office Hodeidah - Tel. :

The Tehama Trading Company
(03) 200 149 /50, Fax : (03) 200 146
Showroom Sana'a - Aljazair St. Tel. :
www.tehama.com.ye

(01)-400 269 , Fax : (01) 208 926

enue to the budget.

The dose is being called the “fatal”
dose, as many observers believe any
price hikes at this particular time will
have grave results on the poor, who are
barely surviving.

The government says the increase
is essential to carry out the economic
reform package in a proper manner.

According to a source at the
Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation, the dose will be vital in
providing Yemen with extra revenue to
carry out its projects. The source added
that $2.3 billion is needed to cover the
cost of strategic projects and programs
to reduce poverty for 2004 and 2005.

Continued on page 3

Sana’a University getting overhaul

By MOHAMMED AL-QADHI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF
rofessor Saleh Ali
Bassurah, Sana’a
University Rector said that
the university has started
implementing a part of an
overall strategy during 2004 and 2005
S0 as to improve the university.

He told the Yemen Times that this
year would be devoted to libraries and
that they have already stared rehabili-
tating central and branch libraries,
setting up new mechanisms for buy-
ing books and periodicals as well as
starting electronic appendix with an
internet service and audiovisual
library.

He said that he is ambitious that
the central library be the best in
Yemen, providing good services
throughout the day for students and
teachers as well as people from out-
side the university.

The other thing the new rector has
initiated is publishing four scientific
magazines under the name of Sana’a
University to cover humanities,
applied and natural, health, education
and psychological sciences.

A contest, according to Bassurah,
will be innovated to encourage write
books related to Yemen or translated

Bassurah wants financial
independence for universities

from other languages which would be
published at the expenses of the uni-
versity, including the author’s pay-
ment.

As an ambitious and hardworking
man, Bassurah, who succeeded well
in running Aden University, set up
new ideas to decentralize the work at
the university, establishing various
councils for the university which can
handle the problems and issues of the
people working at the university and
then reporting that to the university
council. These councils include
libraries, authorship and publication,
education colleges... etc.

The university has also started a
program that aims to develop and
improve the unified curricula for the
seven colleges of education, colleges
of arts, colleges of commerce and col-
leges of Sharia’a and law.

“This is a step to overhaul and
innovate the curricula of the whole
colleges and a part of the plan is that
this curriculum would be updated
every four years as the knowledge
improves and renews and the need of
the market changes as well,” he said.
The work at the building of the uni-
versity printing house which stopped
has been resumed.

Continued on page 5
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Polio vaccination
continues

The vaccination results of the first
round of the campaign to eradicate
polio at the targeted directorates,
implemented from Dec. 28 to 30 show
success has been achieved, in addition
to past successes where the coverage of
oral vaccination during this round for
children under Syears reached 95%.

Taking into consideration that
985,615 children below five years of
age are amongst 85 directorates in 19
covernorates, 935,897 children of the
same age group were vaccinated.

Currently preparations are underway

» implement the second round of the
campaign which is supposed to be
mplemented within a three-day period
oeginning Jan. 25, and is targeting the
vaccination of 1.48 million children
below five years of age in 123 direc-
torates in 20 governorates, accompa-
nied by giving 1.3 million children in
the 6-59 months age group. These chil-
dren will get a concentrated dosage of

vitamin A which is vital for health and
growth and does boost their immunity
against many diseases, the most impor-
tant of which is measles, severe bron-
chitis and diarrhea.

The number of workers employed to
carry out this round amounts to 4,696
distributed at 4,548 posts, in addition to
voluntary workers amounting to 7,049
and supervisors amounting to 961.

On this occasion we call upon all the
individuals to seize the opportunity and
vaccinate their children who are under
five years of age, to facilitate difficul-
ties and accord the vaccination teams
their assistance so as to avoid the
infliction of their sons by polio whose
consequences lead to permanent dis-
ability.

With the cooperation of every body,

this dangerous disease shall be eradi-
cated, and Yemen can obtain the
International Certificate for the
Eradication of Polio by the year 2005.

Yemen recognizes
Iraqi provisional
council

BY MOHAMED SALLAM
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The Iraqi Provisional Governing
Council has appointed a chargé d’af-
faires in Sana’a.

It’s the first official contact with
Sana’a and shall open the path for con-
tacts leading to the re-establishment of
relations between Sana’a and Baghdad
since last April, when the former Iraqi
government was overthrown.

The new post began this week and
shall remain until a new ambassador is
appointed. :

. Fadhil H. Al-Azzawi,
appointed Charge d’ Affaires

- War feared

- between

Al-Jahm and
Abeedah

There are indications of impending
war between two major fribes of
Marib  Governorate, say tribal
sources.

The fear comes after the killing of
two members of Abeedah Tribe last
week by armed men subordinate to
Jahm tribe, at Marib city center.

It’s part of a tribal revenge case
resulting from the war which broke
out between both parties several
years ago.

Trick
lemonade

used in
robbery

By YEMEN TIMES STAFF
Taiz

New techniques using anesthetics
are being adopted by impostor pick-
pockets in Taiz to steal from their
victims.

A case in point is the incident
which took place on Jan. 17, when
Ahmed Kayed Hawrah, a 55-year-
old-man was robbed. A stranger
made the victim believe that he was
a friend of his son in Saudi Arabia
and hence invited him to take a
lemonade drink, which had an anes-
thetic.

When the impostor noticed that
the man has become benumbed he
snatched away from his pocket and
vanished. The victim was taken to
the hospital where he woke up from
his stupor.

Several such incidents have now
been reported.

Don’t blame
merchants for price

hikes: Chamber

By YEMEN TIMES STAFF

In response to recent reports and
coming from the Yemeni govern-
ment, the opposition, the private sec-
tor and media on the recent wave of
price hikes, the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry has respond-
ed.

It expresses surprise at what it
believes is a media campaign against
merchants as greedy.

The release described the assault
as unjustifiable and brought forward
some clarification.

It says there has been a world rise
in the price of wheat by 40-60 per-
cent and shipping cost by 100 per-
cent, adding to that the rise in the
Euro value against the dollar. That
particularly affected the commodities
imported from Europe.

The press release also said that
some countries had adopted a pre-
ventative policy via providing pro-
tection mechanisms for the poor
social segments.

In another point the chamber of
commerce and industry release reit-
erated a previous call for not impos-
ing any new duties or taxes because
of the deteriorated living condition of
the citizens.

Finally the chamber of commerce
statement recalled that the govern-
ment plans and strategies considered
the private sector as a strategic part-
ner and leader of the development
process.

It says the government had prom-
ised to make available the factors of
economic stability for providing
more opportunity for more invest-
ment and economic growth.

& s )
Readers
Voice
Yemen Times is reintroducing a
popular feature “Readers’ Voice” -
formerly known as YT Opinion Poll.

This is your opportunity to have a
say on world and local affairs.

THIS EDITION’S QUESTION:

Which of those do you wish
would win the upcoming US
presidential elections?

George W. Bush again

John Kerry

Howard Dean

John Edwards

Another democratic candi-
date

| don’t care, the’re all the
same for me

Do you believe that the claim that
Yemen is not fit to join the GCC in
present is realistic?

* Yes, and there is no need to be angry

44%

* No, Yemen is more or less fit to join
the GCC 29%

e |cannot tell 15%

*  Yes, but it should not have been said
so bluntly 12%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll
K and have your voice heard! )

International court
workshop to be held

The Commission of Constitutional
and Legal Affairs in the Yemeni
Parliament and the Delegation of the
International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) in Yemen will hold a
workshop on the Statute of the
International Criminal Court (ICC) in
the Yemeni Parliament,

To be held under the auspices of
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hussain Al-
Ahmar, the speaker of the Parliament,
the workshop will be Jan. 19 and 20.

An ICRC press release on 18 Jan.
said that some 150 personalities will
participate in the workshop, among
them various government, judiciary
and civil society officials.

Lectures of Arab and Yemeni
experts will deal with:

-The main features of the ICC
including the relationship between
national justice and the court

-The crimes under the court’s juris-
diction: Genocide, crimes against
humanity and war crimes

-The establishment and functioning
of the court and the enforcement of its
rulings

-The court’s statute in relation to
Yemeni legislation and constitution;
obligations of ratifying states

Following discussions involving the
Yemeni Parliament, the National
Committee for the Implementating of
International ~ Humanitarian law
(NCIHL) and the ICRC, the Council of
Ministers issued in 2003 a decree for

the ratification of the 1998 Rome
Statue for the ICC.

The decree has been scheduled for
debate in the Yemeni parliament.

The ICRC, present in Yemen since
the civil war of 1962, runs a series of
programs to promote the knowledge of
International Humanitarian law, its
integration into national law and its
incorporation into teaching and train-
ing programs of schools, universities
and the armed and police forces.

Since 1999, this is being done in full
cooperation with the country’s
National =~ Committee  for  the
Implementation of IHL.

The opening ceremony of the work-
shop starts at 9:30 a.m. in the house of
the Yemeni Parliament in Sana’a.

; The terms & conditions of the sale are as under:-

: (a) Property would be sold on “as and where is basis”.

The Embassy of India, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen, wishes to dispose of its property at
Crater in Aden, as per details given below:

A rectangular plot measuring 19,436.81 Square feet, be the same a little more or less,
situated at Front Bay, Crater, Aden, and knov/n as plot No. 10, lease No. 4348 (opposite
Pizza Hut, Crater), is known as “Joshi building” and it bears house No. 303A.

(b) Purchaser is welcome to see the original document of the plot to satisfy

himself/herself.

(c) Purchaser may attach an irrevocable bank guarantee valid for two years from any
International Bank, i.e., Indo Suez Bank or Arab Bank and the guarantee should be
in favour of Embassy of India, Sana’a, for a minimum amount of US Dollar 2000/-
(d) Purchaser may indicate the highest amount in US Dollars which he/she is willing
to pay for the plot, as well as the structure on the plot without any
repairs/renovation by the Embassy.
(e) All bids should be sent in a sealed cover which would be forwarded to the Ministry
of External Affairs, Government of India, New Delhi, for their approval and

decision.

(f) Decision of the Ministry of External Affairs would be final and they would stipulate
the conditions for payment of the amount which would be in USS$.

party.

2004.

(g) It would be the discretion of the Ministry of External Affairs to sell the plot to any
(h) Purchasing party would have to pay all the expenses for the transfer of the property.
(i) After sale process has been completed, the Embassy of India Sana’a would release

the Bank guarantees to unsuccessful bidders.

The Site is suitable for diplomatic missions, guest house, corporate office, bank or any
other use party may like to make use of it.

All parties are requested to send their bids earliest possible but not later than 31st March
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Egyptian-based awards

Four Yemeni businessmen honored

By MUNEER MOHAMMED SAEED
YEMEN TIMES
ADEN BUREAU

CAIRO — Al-Raie Al-A’am
International House has granted its
prizes for 2003 to a number of Yemeni
businessmen.

It is a prize usually granted to lead-
ers and pioneers in economy, industry,
investments, banks and top business-
men in the Arab world.

The honoring ceremony was held at

billion to initially start implementing
its development programs, which
will need tens of bﬁhons of dollars to
achieve fully. .

Furthermore, Yemen was so far
only able to secure $380 million in
terms of loans and $140 million in
terms donations. It is expected that
donors will continue to provide the
govarnment with further funds in the
years to come, but the government is
still aware that without economic
reforms, the country’s economy will
not develop according to plans.

Three-step process
 Governmental sources say that the
economic reform program will con-
tinue this year in three basic steps.

The first would be to let prices rise
in basic commodities including
wheat and sugar, and will not provide
any subsidies despite any possxble
local pressure. &

The second step is to go ahead with
the planned hike in prices of oil-
derivatives, which will include a 50%
raise in benzene prices and a similar
increase to diesel prices, which will

Yemen was mmaiiy in need for $5

ness community.

one of the biggest hotels in Cairo on
Jan. 16, and was attended by repre-
sentatives from various Arab coun-
tries.

Ali Abdulla al-Waziri, chairman of
Al-Waziri company for general trade
and cement marketing and transport,
was awarded from Yemen.

He was granted the Golden Crown
and International Golden Document
for pioneering, economy and interna-
tional excellence, for his prominent
role in developing a fleet of trans-

_or violent
or the busi-

thhout ény disturban
reaction from the

Howevever, the government’s
decision to go on with these steps in
the economic reform package is not
100% confirmed, and hesitation to
take such steps are quxte visible in the
responses of the govemment when
asked about them.

Last week, Yemeni Prime Mxmstcr
Abdulqadir Ba Jammal attributed the
increase of prices of commodities o
global factors, and gave the impres-
sion that the govemment 1s working

from oil.

portation.

Economist Eng. Saleh Mohammed
Bahoul, chairman of the board of
directors of Mukalla Factory for Fish
Canning /Al Ghuaizi, was granted the
prize of International Golden Knight
in appreciation for his pioneering
efforts in development of the fishing
sector in Yemen, and his great role in
supporting the Yemeni national econ-
omy.

Businessman Mohammed Ahmed
Juman had been awarded the

International Golden Knight and the
Golden Document for pioneering and
economy and international excellence
for his prominent role in establish-
ment of educational and economic
projects and services of social issues.

The International Golden Knight
prize and the Golden Document was
granted to the Yemeni Businessman
Sharaf Sallam Qassem, chairman of
the board of directors of al-Qassem
company, for regional and world mar-
itime navigation movement.

Italian-Yemeni medical
conference concluded

The 4-day Italian-Yemeni Medical
Conference sponsored by the Yemeni
Ministry of Health in association with
the Yemeni Italian Friendship Society
and the Italian Embassy, concluded in
Sana’a on Wednesday.

The conference shall go on for four
days and the number of participants is
70 from both countries.

At the opening session Dr.
Mohamed Al-Noami , the Yemeni
Health Minister declared that this con-
ference is being held within the bilater-
al relations of Yemen and Italy.

High Blood Pressure and its compli-
cations is the theme of this conference,

A panel vnewdurlng the inauuratio

Child Development Project
Project Coordination Unit

Key Tasks and Responsibilities:

year.

Qualifications :

finance.

following address:
Project Manager

P.O Box : 16939
Sana’a ROY

Closing Date : 31 January 2004
Only people in the short list will be contacted

Announcement

The Higher Council for Motherhood & Childhood

Would like to advertise the following post :
Project Financial Officer

* Supervise all accounting records of the PCU.

* Prepare and interpret the financial statements and reports of the PCU.

* Insure and review the internal control system in the PCU. He/she will regularly review the internal control
system to ensure that appropriate mechanisms, procedures, and systems are in place.

* Initiate, prepare, and issue standard practices related to all accounting matters and procedures and coordinate
systems throughout the project, including clerical and office methods, records, reports, and procedures.

» Compile all project activities and PCU’s operating costs.

* Prepare and interpret all statistical records and reports of the PCU.

*  Prepare the budget of the PCU and consolidation of that with the budget under UNICEF management. This
should be done in conjunction with the Project Managing Director, and other concerned parties in the PCU,
government counterparts, as well as UNICEF counterparts. It should also reflect the annual budget covering
all activities of the project for submission to the Steering Committee (SC) prior to the beginning of the fiscal

* Maintain adequate records of authorized appropriations and the determination of all sums expended pursuant
thereto are properly accounted for.

* Maintain adequate records of all procurement and consultant’s contracts and leases.

*  Verify payments to ensure that the expenditures have been properly authorized and approved and that it has
been budgeted for as per budget and/or as authorized from time to time by the Steering Committee.

*  Verify on a regular basis the petty cash expenditures to ensure that these are properly authorized and recorded
with all supporting documentation.

* Manage the cash balances to ensure the efficient use of funds. Advise the PMD on the prudent cash
management to ensure maximum return, as permitted by Bank and government regulations.

* A Minimum of Bachelor’s degree in Accounting or Business Administration with major in accounting and

e A Minimum of 5 years of professional experience in a financial management and accounting position,
preferably in the private sector.

e Familiarity with the government’s and IDA’s financial management requirements.

* Proficiency in both Arabic & English.

» The ability to supervise accounting and other financial functions and report financial information usable to the
various stakeholders : government ,Bank and auditors.

* The ability to supervise accounting work and motivate others to achieve positive actions and results.

*  Familiarity with computers , accounting and other software applications.

Those who are interested to apply, please send a copy of your CV along with copies of your certificates to the

Higher Council for Motherhood & Childhood

due to its
significance
and the dan-
ger it poses
on the
patients and
that it is on
the rise due to new ways of life pre-
vailing nowadays.

Moreover an Italian Embassy press
release announced that the Italian
Embassy shall grant the Yemeni Health
& Population Ministry as well as the
Red Crescent financial assistance
amounting to Euro 50,000, to upgrade
traffic accidents emergency services.

Hazib requests
Quranic Schools
not become
politicized

Hussein Hazib, Taiz Governorate’s
Education Office General Manager, has
recently reiterated the need to review the
status quo of Quranic Schools, to make
them abide by their destined religious
goals, and not to become a subject of
contention amongst political parties.

This declaration was voiced during
his meeting Jan. 14 at the Department of
Quranic Teaching Department.

He added that such schools are a seri-
ous matter and should not be a subject of
political outbidding for purposes averse
to the Almighty.

He categorically refused the involve-
ment of political parties in this, indicat-
ing that Quran is everybody’s constitu-
tion without any exception, and that the
teacher and supervisor of the subject
should be responsible enough.

He affirmed that the correction should
be introduced within two months of the
meeting whereafter the department shall
submit lists of schools, excluding pre-
tentious ones, as well as lists for quali-
fied tested teachers and supervisors who
are in compliance with the set norms.

Cabinet approves
timetable of
. 4
streamlining
L4 L4 L
judiciary

The government approved in its last
Tuesday meeting the detailed
timetable for carrying out the program
of streamlining the country’s judicial
system and  developing  the
Commercial and Public Funds Court
for 2004.

The program is to be carried out
with the aim of realizing judicial sta-
bility, developing related audit, train-
ing judges and prosecutors, complet-
ing the infrastructure of judiciary,
updating the Judiciary Information
Center and connecting of all judiciary

facilities through a computer-based
information network. SABA

VAGANGY

Statistician/Qualitative Data
Management Consultant

International NGO seeks an experienced statistician to assist ;
in carrying out a baseline survey for a health and education

program. Tasks expected of

quality and data entry control and management, cleaning of *
data, analysis and presentation of quantitative data using
SPSS. Candidates should have qualifications, skills and prior
experience in management of quantitative data. Fluency in

Arabic required, knowledge of

Please send your CV within
address:

PO Box 19404, Sana’

the consultant include data

i

[ —

English is preferred.
2 weeks to the following °

a or fax 01-510010

Only short listed candidates will be contacted

Vacancy Announcement |

A multi national oil field chemical Co. plans to recruit :
two Yemeni nationals ambitious to work as chemical
engineers at oil fields on a rotational basis.

Qualifications:

1. University degree in chemical engineering or

chemistry.

2. Fluent English and Arabic languages both ver- i

bal and writing.

3. Good computer skills, Microsoft office (Word,

excel), Internet...etc.

Experience:

Thorough experience in oil field

What do they get :

* Good career prospects.
* Extensive training in oil field chemistry.
* Opportunities to travel. '

Interested and eligible applicants can deliver their )
applications and detailed CV’s in English to P.O. Box-
19202, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

includes ° personahzcd sit down

e iy

- vredes;gned and offers easier a
_ to the lobby, shopping ar

new lobby :

check-in / check-out desks,

extended business center with a

meeting room and latest technology,
elegant lobby lounge thh extended

‘xefreshmg _bevexﬁges»

and snacks and an

offermg additional
shace.
_ Among  the
features of the new
lobby is the resident
pianist who will be
performing classical
masterpieces daily in

and Al Mandhar restaurant.
The fagade of the hotel has been

the rest of the hotel.
. This comes just a few weeks

_the arrival of the hotels
general manager.

The ,
management is expected to carry |
out a marketing campaign upon the

complete of all stages of the |

renovation.
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News

37 dead in last week’s
traffic accidents

Thirty seven people were |
killed and 243 others
wounded in traffic acci-
dents across the country last
week, an official report
said. ‘

The report, published in
Al-Thawra Daily, said that
194 incidents occurred dur-
ing 12-18 January, resulting
in such a high number of
deaths and injured.

The incidents varied |
form turnovers to crashes
and have caused material — ' "
losses estinated 5t YR 215 Archlve photo of a deadly road accident in Sana a
billion, the report added.

The report revealed that careless
driving, ignoring the speed limits and
the bad condition of automobiles or
roads were mainly responsible for most
of those incidents. SABA

Siamese Weekend Package:
Check in on a Wednesday OR Thursday

[
thnS Share Check out on Friday OR Saturday
a heart in o oot e e

PR - Full breakfast buffet (two mornings)
Hajjah

- A one dinner for two in any of the hotel restaurants.
- Accommodation in Double Room on sea view (two nights)

Above package will be at 36.500 Y.R for double occupancy
A Yemeni woman from Hajjah gave room.
birth Tuesday to Siamese twins in a
hospital in Hajjah province.

The two babies conjoined below the
chest were born after a caesarian oper-
ation for their 25-year-old mother.

Amirah J. Ramadhan, a doctor in the
hospital told Saba that the cesarean
delivery was carried out after an eight-
month-long pregnancy.

“It was discovered that the two
brothers were Siamese just one month

The Package is valid till 30/04/2004.
Space is subject to hotel availability.

Airport transportation will be provided free of charge upon
request.

_for Reservation Please call:
Sheraton Gold Mohur Hotel & Resort-Aden. Tel: 02 204010
Fax: 02 205158

email: Reservation.adenyemen@sheraton.com

The Package rate is not valid during Eid Al Adha Period.

before the forced labor,” she said. .

“They share only a big multi-chamber { Sz,qu—am-
. i e . . oy ek

h_ean,and blg kldneys' Their condi- Sheraton Gold Mohur

tion is good and stable,” she added. SIOTEL & RESOI]

Aden

SABA
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! The Hospntahty Leader in Yemen »
Price e iﬁ“ﬁ“
sme(e Standard Room YR. 12,000.00 Lajipedig
Double Standard Room YR. 14,000.00 iagdae dig
] Single Superior Room YR. 14,000.00 PR ot S
Double Superior Room YR. 16,000.00 Ao teedd g
Icluding: 2l
o Service charge & Taxes o el gdadd e
o Fruit Basket upon arrival dyasl & “J; S ddddah o
o Welcome drink upon arrival m’” el "‘”‘b: o
o Free entrance to the pool area Bitdicaad 4:.‘:2"1‘“3“ i .
« Kids under 12 can stay with their A g SO

parents room max. 2 Kids

Fefz«;
7 >

Express

338 O g A G A ppa
il

.\’A\/\ e

z«\e\ »

v Griffin ‘
{ Ewerpsns

s Y Wrpin Travel

dall ol a9 S 5 A
3 Clidbsall g cOlial) 2l Eua i ‘5.\3&.’.\;‘5
T oAl O LS g 3 gl s g Antusall Gilaly)
Lib Ju)200/- : Jsd
2", 3 & 4™ day of Eid
@ Hotel Garden were fun, games & a lot of
prizes waiting for you?
Entrance fee: 200/- only

Khormaksar, P.O.Box: 6111,
Tel: (967-2) 232911, Fax: (967-2) 232947,
Aden- Republic of Yemen, E-Mail:

adenhotel@y.net.ve

| WWw.geoe itieg,ggﬁﬁadcnhotelif\denhotel.html
| SaAMAD

Change from SuperNaba to Sabaline
Only YER 2500+

Only SabaFon offers you a unique opportunity to make the change from pre-paid
(SuperNaba) subscription to post-paid (Sabaline) subscription.
So you'll never run out of call time again!

* Excl. deposit YER 8000
SuperNaba connection must be at least 4 menths old.

For more info call 211 or visit www.sabafon.com

GSar
SABAFON
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Continued from page 1

~ Bassurah wants financial
independence for universities

University Centers

The existing centers at the university
have been planned to be reorganized as
there is no system for them. “These
centers like that of the water, women,
population studies would be reorgan-

- ized so as they can play a role in serv-
ing the society as well as be a source of
capital for the university. We are plan-
ning to set up new centers for universi-
ty development, continued education

" and international relations,” Bassura
said.

He pointed out that it is important to
have a center for international relations
which would study Yemen’s relation-
ship with the world and can be of help
to the ministry of foreign affairs. The
university is also planning to establish
a research center that can serve both
the postgraduate studies as well as pro-
vide paid consultancy for interested
companies and establishments. A part
of the overall plan is to set up a com-
puter network for the university
departments so that a good database
would be generated; this would make it
easy to run finance procedures of the
university easily and smoothly as well
as announcing the results of the stu-
dents’ exams through an intranet set,
which would stop forgery.

Of course, the appearance of the uni-
versity and its beauty is targeted by the
university leadership plan which aims
to pave its streets with asphalt, green it
and establish new more gates along
with rehabilitation of the Jamal
Abdulnaser Hall, building a new one at
the college of medicine.

A multi purpose hall project would
be financed by the end of this year. The
college of media has been provided

with a computer laboratory for the TV
and radio studio. The rector is ambi-
tious to start a new building for the col-
lege of languages, introducing new
languages like the Italian and Spanish
in addition to the languages of English,
French, Persian, and German which
are already taught.

Branch Colleges of Education

When asked about the branch col-
leges of education in other gover-
norates, Bassurah said that there is no
infrastructure for these colleges whose
buildings were just either schools or
institutes and then became colleges for
education whose teaching staffs are
mostly non-Yemenis.

“These colleges need not only our
attention but also that of the govern-
ment. Of course, there will be a new
system for the universities set up by
the higher studies ministry; this would
target education colleges in particular
and there is a possibility that some of
them would be changed into communi-
ty colleges while some of them like
that of Amran and Sa’adda would
become universities,” he said.

He agrees that expansion in
announcing new universities without a
good vision and strategy is a real catas-
trophe but he said such branch colleges
are a heavy burden on the university
and take a lot of its budget as the gov-
ernment does not provide enough
financial support for them.

When they become universities, they
will have independent budgets. He said
that he is paying more attention to the
main colleges in Sana’a which, need
restructuring and overhauling and they
have to open up new departments that

Professor Saleh Ali Bassurah

fall in line with development in knowl-
edge and information, focusing on
applied sciences.

Need for financial independence
The Rector demanded that universi-
ty should be administratively and

financially independent which would
help reduce the bureaucracy and cen-
tralized work one has to go through to
get anything done for him.

“If the universities are independent,
they can run their own projects and
become self-funding institutions

through selling consultancy and train-
ing to various establishments and insti-
tutions as well as staring afternoon
education programs.

Through these activities which need
financial and administrative independ-
ence. I call for this step which would
assist the government as universities
will not totally depend on the govern-
ment in their budget,” he stressed.

Bassurah said that the budget given
by the government covers 60-70% of
the university needs. However, this
budget is not open for the university
leadership but is tried to several condi-
tions set by the ministry of finance.

He also demanded that higher edu-
cation in Yemen needs a lot of
improvement targeting both the curric-
ula and the teaching staff most of them
need rehabilitation and training. He
blamed some of them of lacking inno-
vation and change, teaching the same
syllabus or ideas for 20 years. He said
some of the teaching staff does not
even read the daily newspapers.
However, he said there are some dis-
tinguished ones. .

Students Union

With regards to the violent incident
that took place recently at the universi-
ty, he said he came to the university
where there has been a chronic prob-
lem related to the legitimacy and ille-
gitimacy of the students’ union. He
said there were elections in 1996 and
2001 coincided with partisan problems
and competitions and that the universi-
ty refused the second election.

But, the union was there. He said he
came and decided to deal with it till
there is another fair and democratic

election. When the students wanted to
run a ceremony to express support for
the Palestinian people, he agreed to
that. But when they wanted to run the
election, there was, according to him, a
mistake as the students presented a
request for a permit only two days
before and that he already agreed with
them to do that before at least a week.

“We have nothing to do with the
problem; we set up a committee to
investigate into the problem. How can
we order the arrest of the students
while there is a fact-finding commit-
tee?

It was the security which made the
arrest on the basis of a case filed by
some students and security men were
attacked in the incident. However, we
worked hard to get them released and
allowed them to hold a press confer-
ence at the university after their
release,” he said.

He pointed out that the university is
interested in having an elected union
that represent all the students, urging
the political parties to leave the univer-
sity away from their competitions and
that it should be a field for students to
compete each other in their education-
al performance and activities.

One of our Services:
CCTV/ Scanners
: . AT PR CS
Stallion Security ) o
& Safety Services Lid.
Aol CALLIS /Al yo Sl palS
SAadd O g\ /sl !
LN o LN [ Tel:(967- 114404181196, Fax: 4404
ARSIty gl P.0. Box: 16916
3 W\ Sana’a, Republic of Yemen
3 Website: www.stallionsecurity.com

To be Yemen’s largest hotel

Movenpick
on the way

Movenpick Hotel & Resorts
(MH&R) recently signed an agreement
to bring its first hotel in Sanaa.

Following the agreements in both
Dubai and Al-Khobar, a new hotel in
Sana’a is now on the expansion list of
the Swiss chain.

The new Movenpick hotel is set to
be established as the most lavish and
by far the largest hotel in Sanaa and in
Yemen.

Located in the newly-developed and
prestigious area of Dahr Himyar, just
seven minutes from the city center and
20 minutes from Sanaa International
Airport, the hotel project will include
330 luxury rooms of 42 sq. m size,
among them 31 suites, and a presiden-
tial suite, to be available to guests from
September 2004.

Movenpick’s excellence in dining
lends itself wonderfully to the hotel
and provides an exquisite experience:
Six international and themed restau-
rants and cafés will offer a variety of
culinary experience and ambience.

The hotel will also feature the
largest conference and banqueting
facilities including a ballroom of 1,000
sq. m capable of hosting large events,
weddings and conferences for up to

1,500 guests and nine meeting rooms
with various sizes supported by a state
of the art business centre.

Sports and leisure facilities will
include both indoor and outdoor swim-
ming pools, a fitness center, an aero-
bics studio, sauna, steam rooms,
Jacuzzis, squash and tennis courts as
well as a children’s playground.

Hussei Ahmed Banafa’a, Managing
Director of the International Company
for Touristic investments Ltd. the own-
ing company of this exceptional hotel,
is delighted that the new agreement has
been concluded: “Movenpick Hotels
and Resorts enjoy an excellent reputa-
tion in the Middle East, and are known
for Swiss quality of the highest stan-
dard. It was for this reason that we
decided to award the management
agreement to MH&R, and are con-
vinced that we have found a strong
international partner.”

With this agreement, MH&R will be
enjoying international representation
with 49 hotels in 15 countries:
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, the
Netherlands, the Czech Republic,
Turkey, Jordan, Egypt, Qatar,
Morocco, Tunisia, Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Lebanon, and now in Yemen.

By ABDULAZIZ MOHAMED
ABDULLAH

YEMEN TIMES

ADEN BUREAU

muggling in general is a
~ very negative and danger-
ous phenomenon that
| requires the attention and
- cffective response of the
authorities due to the grave impacts it
has on social and economic aspects in
the country.

For one, it deprives the state from
deserved taxes.

But if the smuggled goods are man-
ufactured within the country, then it is
even more severe, as it also harms
national industry and results in unjust
competition with goods that are not
taxed, and those are extremely cheap
compared to other goods.

This results in gradual collapse of
national production. If the authorities
continue to stay silent concerning this
matter, then this would result in the
possible conclusion by smugglers that
the government is actually happy
about the situation and cares little
about their violations that are killing
the economy.

I believe the government will be
held accountable if this phenomenon
continues.

Death in pharmacies

Just as it is unjustifiable for the gov-
ernment to turn a blind eye on smug-
gling in general, it’s no-action scheme
concerning smuggled medicine is
even more outrageous and cannot be
tolerated.

The reason is quite obvious, ‘as
those medicines kill patients who may
end up buying the cheaper medicine
due to their weak economic condi-
tions, which resulted in the low pur-
chasing power of citizens.

In an issue of 26-September weekly
published in April 2002, Yemeni med-

At times, it can be deadly
Smuggling
hurts everyone

icine producers have called upon the
Ministry of Public Health and
Population along with the Supreme
Medicine and Medical Accessories
Authority to act swiftly to stop the ille-
gal selling of smuggled medicine in
the republic’s pharmacies.

Apart from smuggling medicine,
some cases of fake medicine were also
revealed bringing the issue to even
greater levels in terms of priority and
importance. The news item published
in the same newspaper mentioned
above -26 September- in December
2003 said that there are efforts to stop
the distribution of fake medicine
throughout the country.

The news article said that the
Ministry of Health along with security
authorities have already started a wide
campaign to limit the number of
smuggled or fake medicines from
being sold, and to impose strict pun-
ishments on pharmacies that sell them.

This comes after the number of
smuggled and fake medicine has risen
to alarming rates.

Medicine that doesn’t enter the
country legally is probably too faulty
to enter the country that is why those
medicines are being smuggled or
faked. Many cases of poisoning and
health problems have been reported to
patients who had medicine that was
later found to be defective or expired
as it was either fake or smuggled.

There are many international speci-
fications and standards that need to be
observed in any medicine entering the
country, and those medicires that fail
to meet the criteria are usually smug-
gled.

The government must carry out its
duties responsibly to stop the cancer of
smuggling to eat away what is left of
our vulnerable and weak economy.
Grave consequences will eventually
result from any negligence or careless-
ness by the government regarding this
issue.
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Are you ready to progress in your career? ....... Join Us!!!!

Accor Hotels — Yemen (Sofitel Taiz Hotel & Mercure Sana’a Hotel) are
looking to recruit a highly motivated Yemeni candidate (Male) for its Sales
& Marketing Department.

The Successful candidate must be energetic, creative, self-motivated, high
computer skills, fluency in spoken & written English (in addition to the
native language/Arabic) and any other languages would be a plus.

Very motivated to work in hospitality industry, able to adapt easily and
good team spirit

The Future Smiles on You.......

[f you are interested, and surely you must be, a very attractive career is
waiting for you.

Please send your letter of motivation along with your C.V details to:

Sales & Marketing Department:
P.O. Box: 5270, Sana’a — Yemen
Tel: +967 1 212 544
Fax: +967 1 212 487
Email: Sales_accorhotel@y.net.ye

>4CCOR European Leader & Worldwide group in Hotels and Services
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S ) oy LN Jai
J A it vaaleadly Jadizeasks Adg yda

i ko

\

3\ anasl olgs-> aliny
Omdl 9 OB Il 9 Sntos dn> 9 ) Sl A [yt
ogtiamal|
(RLEl) e Al (BLET) S o (53495
slBloWig JO W) ABS 9 (BLEWS) 45093 (& s



mailto:Sales_accorhotel@y.net.ye

6

22 January, 2004

Arab/Middle East

TIMES

Israeli forces wound 3,
destroy houses in Gaza

GAZA, Jan 20 (Réuters) - Israeli
forces raiding a refugee camp in the
southern Gaza Strip wounded three
Palestinians with a tank shell on
Tuesday, and armoured bulldozers
demolished 15 houses, sending resi-
dents fleeing, witnesses said.

The incursion into the Rafah camp
vas launched six days after a
’alestinian mother of two blew herself

p at the main border crossing between
irael and the northern Gaza Strip,
illing four Israeli soldiers.

Witnesses said two bulldozers
acked by five tanks destroyed the
.ouses and damaged eight others. They
aid one of the tanks fired a shell,
vounding three people.

A Palestinian woman, filmed by a
leuters camera crew, waved a white
“ag in front of one bulldozer as it top-
:ed a one-storey house.

The Israeli army had no immediate
»mment on the latest of several raids
-« Rafah in the last three months.

But an army spokeswoman said
-uildings in Rafah were often used by
unmen to shoot at soldiers stationed at
sraeli outposts along the nearby bor-
cr with Egypt.

“There is non-stop anti-tank and
-ther gunfire at soldiers, and the struc-
ires that were destroyed were the
:ources of fire,” the spokeswoman
Jaid.

Rafah has been a frequent flashpoint
f violence since the start of a
“alestinian uprising in September
2000.

A Palestinian woman searches the rubble for her belongings as an Israeli armoured bulldozer demolishes her home
in the Rafah refugee camp in the southern Gaza Strip Jan. 20. Israeli forces raiding a refugee camp in the southern
Gaza Strip wounded three Palestinians with a tank shell on Tuesday, and armoured bulldozers demolished 15 hous-
es, sending residents fleeing, witnesses said.

REUTERS

twu uther cmmmes

Weapons programmes

“They (the IAEA) go in there and
verily the dismantling,” said one
Vienna-based diplomat. “They don't |
otherwise get their hands dirty”

in his annual State of the Union
address later on Tuesday. US.

5

President George W. Bush was'

expected to refer to Libya as an
example of how US. policy has
helped make the world safer

woxh’d in Iraq and South Af‘nca the

Qatar to waive most Iraq
debt after Baker visit

DOHA, Jan 20 (Reuters) - The
Gulf state of Qatar, a key U.S. ally,
said on Tuesday, following talks with
Washington’s Iraq debt envoy, that it
would waive most of the $4 billion or
so Iraq owes it and will consider writ-
ing off the rest.

“The state of Qatar will forgive
most of the debts Iraq owes it and
will consider waiving the remaining
amount at a later, more appropriate
time,” a Qatari foreign ministry offi-
cial told the state’s Qatar News
Agency (QNA).

R >ducing debt in 2004 is a crucial
and dc¢fining issue and provides Iraqi
people a chance to build a free and
prosperous country,” QNA reported

the official as saying.

Iraq owes Qatar about $4 billion
that has accrued since the 1980’s,
another official told Reuters.

Iraq is estimated to owe Gulf coun-
tries $45 billion, mostly money given
to Baghdad during its 1980-1988 war
with Iran. Iraq insists the money from
Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states
was given as grants.

The decision followed a meeting
between Qatari Crown Prince Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad bin Khalifa al-
Thani and the United State’s Iraq
debt envoy James Baker.

Baker is also visiting the Gulf
states of Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates this week

to secure pledges to reduce Iraqg’s
debt.

The United States, struggling with
a deadly insurgency in Iraq, sees
freeing the country of its estimated
$120 billion foreign debt burden as
key to reviving the economy.

Baker has in recent weeks already
secured pledges from major credi-
tors, such as Germany, France and
Japan, to reduce the debt. Iraq is the
most heavily indebted country in the
world in terms of its population.

Analysts say Gulf heavyweight
Saudi Arabia is key to finding a deal
to ease Iraq’s debt and support eco-
nomic recovery after the U.S. over-
throw of Saddam in April.

Pakistan’s
Musharraf to talk
security in Turkey

ANKARA, Jan 20 (Reuters) -
Pakistan and Turkey, two Muslim
nations battered by militant violence
and striving for good relations with
the West, will pool resources on
Tuesday in the battle against Islamic
extremists.

Officials said an agreement on “ter-
rorism and crime” was one of three
accords due to be signed during
President Pervez Musharraf’s three-
day visit to NATO member Turkey, a
country with which he has close per-
sonal and political ties.

“It is a joint endeavour between
Turkey and Pakistan that terrorism
should be rooted out,” Pakistan’s
ambassador in Ankara, Sher Afgan
Khan, told the Turkish Daily News in
an interview published on Monday.

“The decision is there, the commit-
ment is there and cooperation with
Turkey will be very welcome.”

Musharraf, who has survived two
recent assassination attempts blamed
on Islamic extremists opposed to his
support for the U.S.-led “war on ter-
ror’, arrived in Ankara on Monday
night amid tight security.

A wave of coordinated suicide
bombings claimed by al Qaeda killed
at least 61 people in Istanbul in
November, and Turkish press reports
said some of the militants behind the
attacks had been trained in extremist
camps in Pakistan.

Washington sees both countries as
key strategic allies. Turkey in particu-
lar it views as a model “Muslim
democracy” that should be emulated

elsewhere. Ankara portrays itself to
the European Union it seeks to join as

a potential channel to strengthen
European influence in the Islamic
world. )

It was not clear what kind of co-
operation had been agreed.

Both countries maintain strong
intelligence services that co-operate
closely with U.S. agencies. Turkish
intelligence has in the past been very
active in Afghanistan, which neigh-
bours Pakistan, and is eager to trace
any links between domestic Islamic
militants and groups beyond Turkey’s
frontiers.

On Tuesday, Musharraf will meet
Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan and
make the first address to the Turkish
parliament by a Pakistani leader. On
Wednesday he visits Istanbul, *
Turkey’s economic hub, before leav-
ing on Thursday for the World

Economic  Forum in  Davos,
Switzerland.
AGAINST AL QAEDA

Erdogan is himself viewed with
some suspicion by the armed forces
which, as in Pakistan, have traditional-
ly played a key role in politics. The
generals are wary of his roots in polit-
ical Islam though his policies are
strongly pro-Western.

Musharraf lived in Turkey for a
while as a youth and speaks some
Turkish.

Khan said Musharraf would discuss
the situation in Afghanistan where
Turkey has sent troops as part of a
NATO force trying to stabilise the
country after the ouster of the Taliban
regime by U.S.-backed forces in late
2001.

Pakistan President General Pervez Musharraf (R) lays a wreath at the mau-
soleum of Ataturk, founder of modern Turkey, in Ankara Jan. 20. Musharraf’s
is on a three-day visit to NATO member Turkey, a country with which he has

close personal and political ties. REUTERS

SAMAWA, Iraq, Jan 20 (Reuiers) -
Eager Japanese troops quicily
launched into their historic mission in

Iraq on Tuesday, visiting the site of

their proposed camp and waving
politely as they were cheered by
delighted Iraqi onlookers.

Four pristine Japanese military
vehicles, the national flag embla-

zoned on the side, sped through the
dusty streets of Samawa shortly after
dawn on their way to a barren stretch
of land where they plan to set up base
and start work soon.

An advance team of around 35 sol-
diers arrived in southern Iraq in a
blaze of publicity on Monday, with
Japanese and local media intent on

A Japanese Self-Defence Forces soldier stands guard during an inspection of

the filed which is to becomé their base in Samawa, southern Iraq Jan. 20. The
Japanese troops |nspected the f|e| with officials of Japan’s Foreign Ministry
on Tuesday after arriving-in- the ‘southern Iraqi city, about 300km south of
Baghdad, on Monday nlght to engage in humanitarian and reconstruction

operations.

REUTERS

giving blanket coverage to the first
deployment of Japanese troops to a
combat zone since World War Two.

The group is expected to spend a
couple of weeks checking on security
in Samawa and assessing the humani-
tarian needs of the local population
before calling for a wave of rein-
forcements  from  neighbouring
Kuwait.

By March. up to 1,000 members of
the Self-Defence Force, as Japan’s
army is called, are expected to be
deployed in Iraq, carrying out human-
itarian and reconstruction work,
including a water purification project,
but having no combat role.

The dispatch has caused huge con-
troversy at home, with the Japanese
population largely anti-war and the
country’s constitution banning its
troops from hostile engagement.

Japanese forces have been involved
in  peacekeeping missions in
Cambodia, Rwanda and other trouble
spots since 1992, when the laws on
deployment were softened slightly.

But the operation in Iraq is a major
step up from those activities and it is
a surprise for ordinary Japanese to see
images of their soldiers bearing
weapons and engaged in dutics in a
country that many consider still to be
at war.

POPSTAR WELCOME

In hot pursuit of the advance party
was a throng of Japanese media.
Television cameramen leant out of car
windows as they raced alongside the
army convoy, desperately trying to
capture every moment.

Also excited were the townspeople
of Samawa, about 300 km (180 miles)
south of Baghdad. Men and young
children, many dressed in traditional
dishdasha robes and keffiyah head-
scarves, waved and gave the thumbs up
at the smart-looking Japanese troops,
shouting “Japanese very good!” as
their convoy passed.

Samawa, a rundown market town on
the banks of the Euphrates, is in des-
peratc need of jobs and many locals
believe the arrival of the Japanese will
herald a golden age and a postwar
technology boom.

Lieutenant Colonel Masahisa Sato,
the commander of the advance team.
played down those heady expectations
on Tuesday, telling reporters his force
was on hand only to offer humanitarian
assistance to the people of Samawa.

“We are just here to help as much as
we can, and we are glad to be here,” he
said as he surveyed a flat. muddy
expanse by a dirty canal that will soon
become his base and the site of the
water purification project.

CAIRO, Jan 20 (Reuters) - The
Arab League turned away two Israeli
journalists who came to its Cairo -
headquarters for an interview with the
secretary-general, Arab League
sources said on Tuesday.

Secretary-General Amr Moussa
cancelled the appointment with the
Spanish television station they worked
for on Monday because the league has
a policy of boycotting Israel and
Israelis, they said.

Arab League spokesman Hossam
Zaki said later Moussa cancelled the
appointment only because he was
busy.

“He cancelled his appointment
with them because the Arab League
does not allow Israelis to enter...due to
the league’s boycott of Israel and
Israelis,” said one league official.

The sources said Arab League secu-
rity checked the journalists’ papers at
the door, found they were Israelis and
then asked Moussa’s office for
instructions.

The names of the television station
and the Israeli joumafx'sts were not
immediately available.



TR

Asia/Africa

22 January, 2004 7

ngerlan

LAGGS Jan 20 (Reuters) - The
Nigerian govermnem sought a last-
minute court injunction on Tuesday to
prevent unions from staging a general

strike over rising fuel prices, just
hems before the shut—down was due
to start. ‘ .

The government appealed agamst a
high court decision last week that
gave unions in the oil exporting nation
a green light to stnke *’rom mldmght
on Tuesday.

General strikes in Africa’s top oil
producer normally disrupt many key
sectors of the economy, but analysts
said the shut-down was unlikely to hit
Nigeria's two million barrels per day
of oil production.

_ Unions complain that fuel price

_rises have hiked transport costs in the
impoverished African nation and epit-
omise the government’s “anti-people
policies”.

“We are appealing the court ruling

so they call off the strike and we can
talk,” a government spokesman said.
_ Talks between trades unions and the
government are set to resume at 4
p.m. local ime (1500 GMT), although
several previous meetings have ended
in deadlock. Unions have warned
Africa’s most populous nation to pre-
pare for a long shut- down

A general strike over fuel prices in
July lasted eight days before the
unions backed down. Oil production
and exports from the OPEC member
country were unaffected.

The threatened action comes amid
widespread  dissatisfaction  with
President Olusegun Obasanjo’s han-
dling of the economy since he was
first elected in 1999. '

COSTLY IMPORTS .

Desp1te being a top. oil exporter, .'
Nigeria depends on costly imy ‘
because its four oil refineries do not""'
work properly. -

The govemment argues that mgher
fuel prices are necessary to attract
investors to the refineries, which are
slated for privatisation by mid-year.
- The strike was called after
Obasanjo introduced a new tax worth
1.5 naira (1 cent) per litre of gasoline
to pay for road repairs, the last straw
for unions which had narrowly avert-
ed a strike in October, when the g’ V-
ernment deregulated the market.

Unions are demanding that the gov»,
ernment reduce fuel prices to 34 naira
(24 cents) per litre, from 42-44 naira
now.

 Local media said Obasanjo
leave the country on
y for a fourday trip to
Switzerland and Britain, but the pres-
ident’s spakeswoman said he was still
_ in the country on Tuesday afternoon.
She could n nﬁrmin 5 travel pians

SARS bites deep into Hong S
Kong snake restaurants

HONG KONG, Jan 20 (Reuters) -
Opposite a writhing mass of snakes in
a glass tank, Kam Oi-ho stirred a
steaming pot of snake soup and filled
a bowl for his first customer of the
day.

Chinese people think eating snakes
is good for you, especially in winter
when the meat is believed to keep you
warm. But not this year.

“Our business has plunged 70 to 80
percent since the SARS outbreak last
year,” Kam said, as he looked around
his near empty stall, which also sports
bottles of wine containing snakes and
their innards.

“The recent scare in Guangzhou has
slashed business by another 40 percent
in the past few weeks,” he said.

China has confirmed three new
cases of Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome in recent weeks in the
southern province of Guangdong,
where the disease first emerged in late
2002 before spreading to more than 30
countries.

The virus eventually infected about
8,000 people and killed nearly 800 of
them, including 299 in Hong Kong.

Snake lovers used to have their fill
in small Hong Kong stalls like Kam’s,
where snakes are sometimes killed and
skinned next to your table. There were
even special snake banquets, where
every part was used and cooked in dif-
ferent ways.

The mild-tasting meat is firmer than
fish but often more tender than chick-
en. The organs of the animals, most of
which are caught in the wild in
Southeast Asia, are touted as having
all sorts of benefits.

But experts believe the SARS virus
jumped from animals to humans.
Prime suspect is the civet cat, also
served up as a delicacy, and even
though snakes have never figured on

the list of possible SARS sources, din-
ers are taking no chances.

“Since the SARS outbreak last year,
I feel wild animals are disgusting. I
haven’t had any snake soup since,”
said Betty Chan, a company executive.

GOOD OLD DAYS

On the walls of Kam’s shop, one of
Hong Kong’s oldest and best-known,
ageing newspaper clippings are proof
that business was brisk in the past.

“In the peak winter season, we used
to sell 300 to 500 bowls of snake soup
a day. Now we sell maybe only about
100 bowls,” said Kam, whose “Snake
King Yuen” stall also supplies snake
meat to large restaurants.

“Out of every 100 restaurants that
used to serve snake soup or dishes,
only 10 are still doing so,” he said, as
he drew a wriggling serpent from a
container and headed to the slaughter
room.

“We keep only 50 snakes in this
stall, compared with more than 1,000
in the past,” Kam said, as he slit a
snake lengthwise with a knife, remov-
ing its skin and plucking out the
organs.

“There are about 100 snake stalls in
Hong Kong. I think about half of them
will have to fold soon,” he said.

Yip Kwok-leung, who runs the
Snake King Leung eatery, agreed.

“This is the worst time in my 20-
odd years in this trade. Our customers
have fallen by half since the last SARS
outbreak and I think the trade will get
more difficult in the future.”

But snake meat still has some fans.

“There are so many animals that are
said to be bad to eat. Can we possibly
avoid all of them?” said Peter Leung
as he waited for his order.

“I live far away but I had to come
here for snake soup because many oth-
ers have shut down,” he said.

Store owner Kam Oi-ho pulls out snakes from their drawers at his store selling
snake soup in Hong Kong Jan. 15. For hundreds of years, Chinese have been
eating snakes as a health-enhancing delicacy. Picture taken Jan. 15. REUTERS
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An alhanoe sxgmng ceremon\
etween Kumaratunga's St

Lanka Freedom Party, which is ir

opposition, and the hardline

‘ ,Peaple.s leeratxon me (JVP)

was shown live on state television

 and as boosted expectatlons of

_snap parliamentary elections.
Kumaratunga is cutrentiy
locked in a tense power struggle
with Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe which has
stalled a bid to revive talks with
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE). Constitutionally,
only the president can call a snap
_election.
“ would think there is a iog:c to

_ that, that they call an election
_ before people can scrutinise the

alliance agreement,” said Rohan
Edrisinha, a law professor at the
University of Colombo.

He said a prominent JVP role
would make it harder to forge a
widespread consensus in the south
on peace negotiations.

_ “Anything with the JVP makes

S.African judge
in India jail over
rape complaint

BOMBAY, Jan 20 (Reuters) - An
Indian court has remanded in custody a
South African judge, who was attend-
ing an anti-globalisation meeting in
India, after a fellow delegate filed a
rape complaint against him in Bombay,
police said on Tuesday.

The remand statement said the South
African woman was raped in a hotel
room in downtown Bombay on
Monday morning when she visited the
judge to discuss an AIDS project for the
World Social Forum.

A lawyer for Sirajuddin Desai, 53, a
high court judge in Capetown, denied
the allegations and said his client was
innocent.

“My client is innocent. He has been
framed,” C.R. Hirani, Desai’s lawyer,
told Reuters. “No such incident took
place in the hotel.”

Police said no formal charges had
been filed as they were investigating
the complaint and awaiting medical
reports of the judge’s blood samples.

A senior police officer said the judge
would be in judicial custody until
January 23.

“We are conducting investigations,
but details of the investigations cannot
be disclosed,” said Ahmad Javed,
Bombay’s joint commissioner of
police.

A WSF organiser condemned the
incident.

“We not only condemn the incident
but we are also deeply concerned that
the security of women delegates to the
city should be at risk. We demand
immediate action by police in this
case,” said a statement from the WSF
organising committee.

U.S. rejects report of
Afghan civilian deaths

KABUL, Jan 20 (Reuters) - The U.S.
military on Tuesday rejected reports
from Afghan provincial officials that it
had killed 11 civilians, including four
children, in a weekend air strike in cen-
tral Afghanistan.

A military spokesman said the strike
during an operation in Uruzgan
province’s Charcheno district on Sunday
killed “five armed men” who left a com-
pound where “mid-level leadership” of
the ousted Taliban regime had gathered.

Reacting to reports from senior gov-
ernment officials in the province, who
said U.S. planes had killed 11 civilians,
including four children and three
women, U.S. spokesman Lieutenant-
Colonel Bryan Hilferty told a news con-
ference:

“Typically, the Taliban are attempting
to spread disinformation, propaganda, in
order to discredit the coalition.

“Our aircraft did not engage non-
combatants. We clearly identified and
engaged five armed adult males. We

have reviewed the incident, but, as I stat-
ed above, there is no indication that any
civilians were involved.”

Uruzgan’s governor, Jan Mohammad
Khan and Charcheno’s district chief
Abdur Rahman both said on Monday
that 11 civilians were killed in the tiny
village.

Uruzgan was a stronghold of the
Taliban before its overthrow by U.S.-led
forces in late 2001 and was the scene of
a notorious incident in July 2002 when a
U.S. helicopter gunship fired on a wed-
ding party.

The Afghan government said 48 peo-
ple were killed and 117 hurt in that inci-
dent. The U.S. military eventually said
34 died and 50 were wounded — most
women and children — but said the air-
craft came under fire.

Only last month, 15 children were
among 18 civilians killed in bungled
U.S. air strikes targeting militant com-
manders in the southern provinces of
Paktia and Ghazni.

At least 23 dead in Algeria blast, refinery shut

SKIKDA, Algeria, Jan 20 (Reuters) -

Rescue workers searched through rubble
for missing workers at Algeria’s largest
refinery and export port on Tuesday after
a blast at a nearby liquefied natural gas
(LNG) plant killed at least 23 people,
officials said.

The explosion, the worst LNG acci-
dent for nearly 30 years, ripped through
the vast petrochemical complex in the
port city of Skikda, 500 km (310 miles)
east of the capital Algiers on Monday
evening, caused at least 74 injuries and
shut down all activity at the oil and gas
refinery complex.

Nine workers were still missing, state
radio said.

“We’re working to remove debris and
look for survivors and bodies,” Energy
and Mines Minister Chakib Khelil told
state radio. He said the cause was not yet
known.

A French and a Turkish worker
received injuries in the blast, officials
told Reuters.

“We have halted the refinery of
Skikda as a preventive measure to avoid
problems that could result from the

blast,” Khelil said without specifying
whether the oil installations were dam-
aged.

The minister did not say when the
335,000-barrel-per-day refinery would
reopen. He said the priority was to find
survivors and secure the installations.

A shipping agent said the oil port was
shut for exports and imports but
Algerian President Abdelaziz Bouteflika
said his country would respect its supply
commitments to foreign partners.

Officials at the scene said they
believed a boiler at one of the gas units
was the origin of the blast, which was
felt for kilometres (miles) and destroyed
three of the refinery’s LNG plants.

OPEC member Algeria, which has
been hit by a decade of Islamic rebe]
violence, is a major oil and gas producer
and has one of the world’s largest natu-
ral gas reserves. It is a key supplier of
gas to Europe.

Skikda is Algeria’s largest port and
handles the majority of the couhtry’s
crude, refined and petrochemical prod-
ucts exports.

Officials told Reuters it was too early

to evaluate the damage because it was so
extensive, with metal, glass and concrete
debris spread across the 92-hectare (227-
acre) site.

It was the worst LNG accident since
1975 when about 40 people died in an
explosion in Staten Island, U.S., Andrew
Flower, an independent gas consultant,
told Reuters.

REFINERY ABLAZE, WORKERS
ANGRY

A Reuters reporter at the scene said
fires were still burning at the
Mediterranean refinery complex operat-
ed by state-owned energy group
Sonatrach, where 12,000 people work.

“The place is covered in fumes and
some fires are burning but they’re
small,” the reporter said.

“Rescue workers are searching under
the rubble of one building where they
expect more bodies are buried.”

Several workers, many crying and
angry, met President Bouteflika at the
site. An official inquiry has been opened.

The workers complained that they had
warned that an accident would happen

Flames light the sky after an explosionat Algeria’s largest refinery and prin-
cipal oil exporter in the port city of Skikda, 500 km (310 miles) east of the cap-
ital Algiers, early Jan. 20. Rescue workers searched through rubble for miss-
ing worker on Tuesday after a huge explosion at its key gas installations killed

23 people on Monday evening, official media said.

and that the boiler was faulty but no one
listened.

Khelil said the oil installations at
Skikda were not destroyed in the blast

REUTERS

but the main electricity plant of
Sonelgaz serving the zone was damaged
and had been halted as a preventive
measure.
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Hope dims f
capsized ship off Norway

OSLO, Jan 20 (Reuters) - Hours
after the last signs of life were heard,
rescuers scoured icy waters off the
Norwegian coast on Tuesday for 16
members of a mainly Filipino crew
feared dead after their cargo ship cap-
sized in a shallow strait.

Two bodies were recovered from
the freezing North Sea after Monday’s
accident and 12 members of the 30-
strong crew were rescued alive,
including three pulled out overnight
from a hole cut in the upturned hull of
the Norwegian-owned “Rocknes”.

The trapped men had been heard
knocking and shouting from inside
for nearly seven hours after first com-
municating with rescuers by a scrib-
bled note passed through a small
opening.

But on Tuesday morning rescue
workers said there had bzen no signs
of life from within the 166-metre
(544-ft) ship for several hours.

“At this moment, I don’t think we
can find more survivors in the ship,”
said Bergen police spokesman Trygve
Hillestad. “There is no hope for peo-
ple in the water, it’s very cold, around
minus six degrees (21 degrees
Fahrenheit).”

The hole cut in the hull had plugged
because rescue workers wanted to
keep as much air in the boat as possi-
ble, to stabilise it and keep it floating,
he said.

The Rocknes, with a crew of 24
Filipinos, three Dutchmen, two
Norwegians and one German, was
carrying rocks to Germany when it
overturned in shallow waters shortly
after leaving the port of Bergen, in
southwestern Norway.

0Odd Kjaergaard, who witnessed the
disaster through binoculars, told
Norwegian television: “It all of a sud-
den capsized in a matter of seconds.
Rescue workers were there a minute
later.”

Officials had not released the
nationalities of the dead, but a hospi-
tal official said the 12 survivors were

- PR —
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or crew of

A video grab image shows rescue boat floating next to the capsized Norwegian-owned freighter Rocknes Jan. 20.
Hours after the last signs of life were heard from the freighter which capsized on Monday, rescuers scoured icy waters
off the Norwegian coast on Tuesday for 16. members of a mainly Filipino crew feared dead after their cargo ship cap-

sized in a shallow strait.

the crew’s three Dutch members,
eight Filipinos and one Norwegian.

Searching sea and shore

Ten boats were searching the sea
around the wreck, and Red Cross and
civil defence staff would soon begin
scouring the shoreline for the 16 miss-
ing crew, Hillestad said.

Flags flew at half mast in the city of
Bergen, but some officials insisted
hope was not lost.

“As long as we have the rescue
operation going, we hope to find more
people,” said Else Beth Roalso, a

spokeswoman for the Joint Rescue
Coordination Centre for southern
Norway.

The ship capsized less than a hun-
dred metres (yards) from land and was
later moved closer to shore to make
rescue work easier. Officials said
efforts would be made to tow the ship
to an even more sheltered area so that
divers could enter.

Booms were put in place to contain
a spill of the ship’s 445 tonnes of fuel
oil to protect marine life and pictur-
esque recreational areas on the coast.

“It is incomprehensible. The ship
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REUTERS

was only three years old and the crew
were very experienced,” Atle Jebsen,

chairman of the Rocknes’ owners
Jebsen Management AS, told
reporters.

He said the cause of the accident
was unknown.

The ship had been checked by
Norwegian maritime authorities last
year, Jebsen said.

Rescuers said one end of the
Rocknes had dipped deeper into the
water during the night, but it was too
early to say whether the ship would
sink.

Italy coalition
allies trade blows
over reforms

ROME, Jan 20 (Reuters) - Fresh
strains appeared at the heart of Prime
Minister Silvio Berlusconi’s govern-
ment on Tuesday as his unhappy allies
fell out over constitutional reform
plans.

Reforms Minister Umberto Bossi
threatened to bring down the coalition
if his demands to give the Italian
regions more powers went unan-
swered, raising the political tempera-
ture at an especially delicate moment
for crisis-hit Italy.

Berlusconi himself has not been
seen in public for a month after under-
going minor plastic surgery during the
Christmas holidays, but aides said he
was working behind the scenes to try
to end the cold war that is lacerating
his administration.

Government tensions have grown
steadily in recent weeks, with a contro-
versial constitutional reform bill acting
as a focal point for the discontent.

The bill, which goes before the
upper house of parliament this week,
aims to devolve some health, educa-
tion and policing powers away from
central government to Italy’s 20
regions.

The package was approved by all the
coalition parties, but tempers flared
when Bossi’s Northern League party
introduced an amendment to allow
regional clusters to set up assemblies.

The conservative National Alliance
party fears this will lead to the creation
of mini-parliaments and weaken
national identity. It has indicated that it
will shoot down the proposal and has
won support from the powerful Roman
Catholic Church.

“Institutional reform should be pur-
sued without raising the slightest doubt
over the question of national unity,”
said Cardinal Camillio Ruini, head of
the Italian bishops conference.

The criticism angered Bossi. “If
devolution doesn’t pass then everyone
will have to go home, at once,” he said
in an interview with La Stampa news-
paper published on Tuesday.

Paralysing government

The Northern League has threatened
to quit the government on numerous
occasions only to draw back from the
brink each time. Analysts expected this
latest row would also be settled but
said the constant in-fighting was
paralysing decision-making.

Berlusconi won power in 2001
promising sweeping reforms, but 2-1/2
years later, his grand project looks
badly battered.

Attempts to reform the pension sys-
tem are going nowhere while plans to
overhaul the media sector were reject-
ed last month by President Carlo
Azeglio Ciampi amid criticism that the
planned law favoured Berlusconi’s
own media empire.

The latest bout of government turbu-
lence has coincided with deep gloom
in Italy following the discovery in
December of multi-billion-euro fraud
at dairy giant Parmalat — one of the
few Italian companies to boast a glob-
al brandname.

A rash of transport strikes and per-
sistently high inflation have added to
the widespread negative sentiment.

Amidst the depression, 67-year-old
Berlusconi has been conspicuous by
his absence. Speculation that he might
be ill was stifled last week when his
doctor announced that he had simply
undergone minor plastic surgery to
remove some age lines.

However, sceptics have accused
Berlusconi of shunning Rome to avoid
a showdown with National Alliance
leader Gianfranco Fini, who wants to
give the government a major facelift.

A senior National Alliance politi-
cian, Agriculture Minister Giovanni
Alemanno, said at the weekend that if
they did not win satisfaction within
two weeks they would leave the coali-
tion.

Berlusconi is expected to return to
the limelight on Saturday with a rally
celebrating his 10th anniversary in pol-
itics, but with his coalition in trouble it
might not be the triumphant re-entry he
had hoped for.
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Economic turnout

of Socotra aloe plant

By MAHYOUB
AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

"

A

scientific
study conducted by

modern

a scientific team
from the Spocotra
M. Friends Society has
affirmed that there are important
curing and beautifying characteris-
tics and economic return of the
Socotra plant of aloe.

A scientist from the Irish Ulster
University who has carried out the
study along with head of Socotra
society that the species of Socotra
aloe now available in the island are
four with variance in significance
and type of juice they produce. The
study also revealed the co-existence
between all types of

Socotra aloe in the main areas of
their habitat especially in the high
rocky regions.

The study also concluded the
existence of treatment benefits of
the Socotra aloe as it has been
proved that its juice and nectar are
useful in treating skin diseases and
bleeding of women.

The study made it clear that the

aloe juice is gathered in bags made
of goatskin once in two years and
the productive quantity of a typical
site reaches to 15 thousand kg as an
annual average.

Secretary of the Socotra Friends
Society has confirmed he need of
knowing the genetic and chemical
composition in order to know more
about benefits of the plant in terms
of curing aspect and in beautifica-
tion, which is a task to be accom-
plished by members of the society
at a later time.

The study also indicates that the
Socotra aloe is an available eco-
nomic resource in case it is used in
a sustainable manner but also drew
the attention that the plant is
exposed to problems resulting from
random and irregular irrigation and
negative effects of crustacean and
honey insects. The Society of
Socotra Friends intends to devote
this year’s enlightenment program
for conducting more studies on the
environment in Yemen. It should be
pointed out that the Socotra Friends
Society was established in 2001 at a
meeting held at the plants garden in
Edinburgh, Scotland. Members of
the society are consisting of
Yemenis, British and some of

European Union countries.

A view for Socotra island renowned for its unique specie aloe plant

Fighting child labou

program,

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

.he ministry of social

affairs and labour s

working on drawing up

new perceptions for

fighting the phenomenon
of child labour, in response to official
directives and with the help of the
International Labour Organisation
(ILO).

A meeting organized by the unit of
child labour at the ministry of social
affairs and labour on how to confront
this phenomenon and possibility of
activating the ways necessary for curb-
ing child labour which has become
serious in the Yemeni society.

The meeting stressed the importance
of setting up clear-cut plans for acti-
vating the efforts in the area of pre-
venting child labour and providing
necessary protection for the life of
younger people and also to work for
curbing the habit of school children
leaking from schools to the labour
market.

The ministry intends to establish

» applicable treatments enabling the
children families to find income-yield-
ing resources that would get them not
forced to push their sons to labour

orrection

activated

markets at an early age.

Modern social studies have warned
against aggravation of child labour in
Yemen and its serious reflections on
childhood situations in educational
and health fields. The studies have dis-
closed causes behind students flee
schools to labour market citing the
most important of which as retreat of
the purchasing power of the national
currency, drop in level of family
income, and rise in rates of number of
dependent children ranging between 5-
7 children in each family in addition to
the high cost of living in the country.

Children do usually work in danger-
ous professions like workshops, carry-
ing heavy weight things, selling prod-
ucts on sidewalks and squares and
other jobs that usually endanger their
lives and expose them to suffering,
catching diseases without entertaining
any health securities.

For this reason the government has
launched a campaign for curbing the
phenomenon of child labour and set up
a committee for implementing the
national program for this purpose. The
committee is consisted of a number of
ministries, the higher council for
motherhood and childhood and a num-
ber of societies working in this field.

and not as

In the interview published on this page last
week, the correct name of the interviewed
personality is Haj Mohammed Ahmed Juman,
mentioned in the interview. Our
apologies to Mr. Juman and our readers...

Project for engaging
expatriates in securities system

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

egal advisor to Yemeni
community in Riyadh
Abdulghani al-Shaibani
offered a project for
“including the Yemeni
expatriates in the countries they are
living in the securities system inside
Yemen and that has included propos-
als and remarks aimed at achieving
mutual benefit for the state and the
expatriate.

The project presented to the min-

Social securities Establishment, Sana’a

istry of civil service contained
demanding the state establishment

for social securities to create a spe-.

cial system for participation of expa-
triates and explaining the social and
securities benefits he expatriate
would gain in future. The project
suggested that embassies and com-
munities in the countries where the
expatriates are living should carry
out propaganda promoting among he
expatriates to join the securities vol-
untarily and duties of subscription
should be defined according t capa-
bilities of those of limited income as

the establishment considers.

The project also suggested mecha-
nisms of implementation through
involving the expatriates in the secu-
rities system provided that the con-
cerned parties coordinate with the
state where expatriates live to open
accounts in its banks in the name of
the state establishment of securities
so that the subscriber be able to
deposit his payable installments at
the establishment’s account.

The project requested the estab-
lishment to issue a special card for
the expatriates bearing the number

and name and necessary statemenis
concerning the expatriate to help-
him pay installments without delay.

The project also suggested the
appointment of a representative for
the establishment to be based at the
Yemeni embassy and his tasks are to
complete necessary procedures for
expatriates’ subscription, opening
accounts for them and issuing cards
for them.

The project expects that this ten-
dency would provide for the expatri-
ates security for their future and fam-
ilies in emergency cases and for deal-
ing with the problems that may
encounter the expatriate in cases of
his being exposed to danger. In the
foreseeable period the project aims at
contributing financial revenues and
hard currency to the Yemeni state that
can be invested in various fields of
economic feasibility.

Exchange Rare for

- the Yemeni Rail
as of January 20

Currency Buying | Sell
US Dollar 184.2500 184.5000
Sterling Pound | 331.4800 | 331.9300
Euro 228.4500 | 228.7600
Saudi Rial 49.1300 49.2000
Kuwaiti Dinar 625.1300 | 625.9800
UAE Dirhem 50.1600 50.2300
Egyptian Pound | 29.9800 30.0200 |
Bahraini Dinar 488.7200 489.3800 i
Qatari Rial 50.6000 50.6700 |
Jordanian Dinar | 260.0400 | 260.3900 |
Omani Rial 478.5900 479.2400 %
Swiss Franc 145.5300 145.7200 |
Swedish Crown | 24.9000 24.9400 |
Japanese Yen 1.7256 1.7279 |
J
Source: Central Bank of Yemen
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Words of Wisdom

One of the most important indicators of a new spirit
and new system in Yemen is the degree of respect for
the law.in this respect.law enforcement is something
unimportant. Not only that, but the law is more than
violated by the very people who should enforce it or
at least who serve as role models for the public.
Thus, the law has lost lots of its prestige.

Prof.Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen times

OPINION

Who’s running the world?

question that has been raised by a prominent
Polish magazine was “Who’s running the world
today?” The question was part of a survey ques-
tioning editors throughout the world. As one of
b the participants in this survey, I answered by
iving George Bush and Bill Gates. One can easily deduct
- that the two names are controlling two giants, the USA gov-
rnment, and the largest software company of the world.
Why George W. Bush It is obvious that the USA today is
he sole superpower in existence. It is in control of the largest
and most powerful economy, and the strongest army in the
- world. Hence, it makes sense to conclude that the person in
harge of this superpower will be the single most powerful
erson in the world in this particular time.

It is also common-sense to understand that the power of
eorge W. Bush is temporary because once he is out of office;
e loses all his power and returns to the mass public as a reg-
lar citizen.
Some may dispute by saying that Bush is merely acting
ased on interests of small groups in the White House or else-
here, and that those behind the scenes, including Dick
heney, may be more powerful.

This may be true in terms of forming decisions, but the
nes who eventually will have to take them is the US presi-
ent. He will be the person to eventually sign and approve,
d hence is indeed the single most powerful human being in
today’s world.

He demonstrated his power in the war on Iraq and
. Afghanistan, and he could perhaps do it again.

. Regardless if another person such as Ariel Sharon is also
§ influential in pressurizing the US administration because of
| the strong lobby Israel has in the White House, and regardless
of the fact that the US President acts based on the will of the
| American people, that doesn’t mean that it is him who can act
| or refrain from acting if he wants to.

. Why Bill Gates It may look like Bill Gates has nothing to
| do with being a powerful individual as he is merely a busi-
| nessman. But when looking into the achievements he has
L done ever since he founded Microsoft, the world’s largest
| software program, one can see that this has indeed changed
 the world.
i+ With a program like Windows, starting by Windows 3.11,
. followed by Windows, 95, 98, millennium, and XP, Microsoft
L was able to monopolize the PC industry through its powerful

operating system which facilitated the transfer of information

: through the Internet in a spectacular fashion. ;

Yes indeed, Microsoft was able — by producing software

| products that entered many homes, such as MS Windows, MS

office, etc — to difference in providing advanced technology
in very low prices, and in most of the cases for free as a result
of open exchange of MS pirated programs.

As a person, it is Bill Gates who personally started his pro-
grams on MS DOS, and evolved them in time through his
company, to become the single most widely used operating
system in the world (Windows), which then gave precedence
to the most widely used Internet browser in the world, i.e.,
Internet Explorer.

Thanks to Gates, today, globalization has taken everything
by storm, and the Internet has become a daily necessity that
has a tremendous impact on world economies in every aspect
imaginable.

Those two in my opinion are the supermen of today’s
world; the first politically, and the second economically. It is
a pity that they both are from the same country, which is also
the superpower of the world. It remains a matter of time until
we find emerging superpowers resembled in other countries,
which could consequently give birth to new leaders and to

L new super individuals who would run the world in the com-

 ing decades. The Editor
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An Open Letter to Bush:

urse can only be
stopped by justice

By BAKR HaMUD AL-
JUNAID
Bakr.Aljunaid @
sabafon.com.ye

send this letter to You President
Bush, the so-called President of
peace and freedom and to the
people who believe him.

Your Excellency, Mr. Bush

Regardless of the consequences of
this letter to you, whether be blame,
black email that includes threats, etc., I
will never stop writing about the dou-
ble standard policy that you are adopt-
ing.

You have succeeded these days in
making people of the USA and other
countries believe that what is right is
wrong and the wrong is right. Or as
Shakespeare said in one of his
tragedies (Macbeth) “Foul is fair and
fair is foul.”

You have done a good job in con-
trolling Arab regimes, which have
turned to be like toys in your hands.
They have been manipulated and
played with the way you wanted.
Congratulations on this achievement!

The whole world continues to watch
Israel’s war against unarmed civilian
Palestinians. You too are watching the
crimes of the Israeli State against
Palestinians and their leader President
Yasser Arafat. You must be aware of
the killings, the massacres, the mass
graves, the plane attacks, the tanks
ravaging Palestinian towns and cities.
You know about the bullets that pene-
trate innocent bodies, shatter windows,
and you must have heard of the cars
crushed by Israel tanks, the trees that
were uprooted, and much more.

You also do know that many
Palestinians are living without suffi-
cient water, food, or medicines. They
have no ambulances that can bring the
wounded to hospitals, and if they get
one, Israeli soldiers would prevent
them from hospitalizing the injured.
There are times when there is no way
to take the dead from the streets or
from under the rubble, and you know
that well!

Your government has a major hand
in all of this because you support Israel
in all means possible, regardless of if it
is right or wrong.

The brutalization in the occupied
territories is taking many forms: the
images are there for all to see of chil-
dren terrified, elderly shot at, and
women terrorized, traumatized: There
is an uneven war in Palestine, and you
know that is true.

In a time Sharon is congratulating
his Israeli Defense Forces for their
success in crushing innocent people,

and for their “courage” and intelli-
gence in causing maximum destruc-
tion to Palestinians and then you con-
gratulate him by calling him a “Man of
Peace”?

Sharon says that the Israeli Defense
Forces will continue their military
operations until their mission is com-
pleted. Do you know what that mission
is? It is to destroy all forms of dignity
in all Palestinians, even if it would
mean to build a wall around
Palestinians and even if that means
their genocide.

All of this is happening while the
world is watching silently, because
they know you and your government
are behind Israel’s atrocities.

But let me tell you this, Your
Excellency.

The whole world is watching you
too. This includes Washington clique
around you. The world is observing
your foreign policy, which is a policy
designed to divide the world into those
who are with you and those against
you; good and evil; civilized and
uncivilized; On the other hand, the
ones you call evil or uncivilized are
those you easily converted into terror-
ists. So that your war on ‘terrorism’,
vague as it is, legitimizes the state ter-
rorism of Israel in the public’s eyes.

Palestine is one more diabolical
scene in the Theater of the Absurd in
which you are a major player. You did
it recently in Afghanistan, when the
world’s richest and mightiest country
went to war against the world’s poor-
est country. You launched this war
with the pretext of finding Osama Bin
Laden and his supporters. You bombed
a whole country and its people almost
out of existence and persist in continu-
ing with this bombardment.

You repeated your war on Iraq, and
who knows who would be next?

Who will bear the costs of your
wars? What about those thousands
killed? Who will feed the seven mil-
lion starving refugees? We are talking
about hundreds of thousands of poten-
tial deaths and billions of dollars in
collateral damage your Administration
has caused.

The price will probably be paid by
your children and your grandchildren,
who will be asked by our own grand-
children one day “why did you do it?”

Will history still be written by the
privileged and the powerful? Or will
the voices of Ramallah be heard? Will
the stories of Bethlehem be told? Will
the dead of Jenin speak? Will all of
your crimes ever end?

Will we ever find those who have
disappeared? Will Palestine still
remain a distant dream? It will if you
do not stop playing God, e.i., a self-
proclaimed god who speaks from both
sides of his mouth. You continue to

call for stopping the ‘violence on both
sides’ Both sides, Mr. President? One
side that has the tanks and the gun-
ships and the latest high-tech US
heavy weapons and the other side,
which is constituted of children with
stones just for the sake of self-defense.
If you are talking about suicide
bombers, I would like to remind you of
what was once wisely said about them,
“Suicide bombers are not born, they
are made.” Perhaps the time has come
to ask why they were made. You
should also accompany that question
with others such as “Why do so many
people around the world burn the
American flag? Why is there so much
anger, even bitterness about the poli-
cies of the USA?”

When coming to the September 11
attacks, why was revenge and retalia-
tion your only response? Revenge is
destructive, it corrodes; for violence is
a cycle that must return to destroy and
it is only a matter of time before it hap-
pens.

Sharon will not be Prime Minister
forever. He will be judged in the World
Court of the People for war crimes and
for crimes against humanity. Sabra and
Shatila will haunt him: Jenin will
indict him. Only history will tell if his
friends will be judged too. You too will
not be President for all time. But you
will continue to be a father, perhaps a
grandfather. As you gather your grand-
children around you, what stories will
you tell them? Will you tell them that
once upon not-so-long-ago... hundreds
of Palestinians were being massa-
cred... you looked away, you spoke
your double standard speeches, you
did your political somersaults... exter-
mination was your script... you had the
main actor’s role in the Absurd
Theater.

Will you tell them that you had no
answer except violent ones? What will
you tell your grandchildren? Perhaps
you should listen to other stories, i.e.,
stories that come from the corners of
the Arab streets, stories that come from
the people of the South, stories that
come from people of conscience all
over the world and there are many in
your part of the world too. You should
hear the stories of courage, dignity, of
harmony and hope: stories that come
from the children, who were tortured,
terrorized, traumatized in wars made
or encouraged by you. They are stories
from both so-called civilized or unciv-
ilized children of the rain, of the sun...
children of the stars...that speak of jus-
tice.

As a final word Mr. President, I
want to stress to you that justice, and
only justice can stop the curse of greed
and violence and war.

Only Justice, Mr. President, can stop
the curse!

~ the editor’

Appeal to President Saleh
Iam addressing this appeal
through your ‘letters to
section to the
President of Yemen Ali
Abdullah Saleh. I would like
to inform our President that
as government scholarship
grantees, we don’t receive
the required attention and
care from the Yemeni
Embassy in Delhi, India:

We have submitted many
complaints to the Embassy
about our situation in India
regarding our scholarship
dues, which actually are not
enough to cover our basic
needs during our study while
residing in India.

We mentioned many prob-
lems that hinder our pursuit
of studies, but no positive
answers or responses were
given so far.

Secondly, our tuition fees
and other fees of study for
the academic year 2003-
2004 have not been paid to
us yet. Despite the fact that
some students’ tuition fees
have been sent from the
Central Bank of Yemen to
the Embassy, they are kept
in the Embassy’s cashiers
and were not delivered,
while many other students’
fees have not been sent at
all.

I want to stress that we

have to pay fees to the
Indian universities in order
not to face any academic
problems such as paying for
extra late fees, not being
allowed to attend the exams
or get our admission can-
celed, etc.

Hence, we would like our
respected President of
Yemen H.E. Ali Abdullah
Saleh to take some coura-
geous steps in tackling our
problems as he is always
known to be a man of action
and good deeds.

Mohammed Al-Mogbeli
mogbeli@maktoob.com
India

‘Islam respected women,
Muslims don’t
. F'hen I look back at the

"'V years I have spent in
Muslim countries and com-
pare it to my years in non
Muslim country I wonder
and ask myself are woman
really respected in the
Muslim world?

Unfortunately my answer
is “NOT ALWAYS”.

It is sad to know that
Islam has liberated woman,
respected their existence and
put heaven under the feet of
a woman (mother’s of
course who bring to the
world the children that fill it
be they woman or men), and

know that Muslim woman in
Muslim countries are denied
their rights.

For example, in most
Muslim countries young
woman are being forced to
get married to whom ever
their parents choose for them
to marry despite their dis-
agreement with such mar-
riages they tend to accept it.

In most Muslim countries
women are always told that
they are made for the kitchen
and should only take care of
their husbands and children.

In most Muslim countries
woman can not walk in the
shopping malls alone freely
without being harassed by
some men.

In some Muslim countries
some women are still denied
the right to education.

In most Muslim countries
women have no real roles in
the working environment. In
fact there are only few
women in the work environ-
ment in any sector of the
government or in the public.

All this is happening when
we all know that our Islam
has given women all the
rights they deserve.

Islam gave woman the
right to say no to a man she
does not accept as a hus-
band.

We all know that woman’s

role in a real Islamic society
is more than just the kitchen
and the house.

In a real Islamic society,
both men and women work
together to build a better
society were Islam is really
practiced, were the men
respect woman and realize
that in the days of the
prophet (SAW), woman took
part in the war and have
helped with everything.

Let us practice our great
religion to build a better
society.

Neena A.
nina2255@hotmail.com

A proposal on eye glasses

K /hile I was in Yemen,

F'¥ and particularly in
Sana’a, I came across to see
many poor citizens who
were suffering from eye
sight problem. These poor
citizens were not able to
afford to buy tested eye
glasses as the prices are too
high for them.

Can I request from
wealthy businessmen in
Yemen to establish a free eye
camp every 3 months or so
with eye specialists and pro-
vide free tested eye glasses
with frames to the poor citi-
zens.

MushtagAhmed
mushtaqyemen @yahoo.co.in

By Hassan Al-Haifi
Playing with
the numbers

here is a lot of talk these days about the num-
ber of Jews vs. the number of Arabs, who are
living in the Holy Land and there is a contin-
uous warning that Israel will be drowned by
the horrifying thought of Arabs outnumber-
ing Jews and Israel losing her not so genuine “Jewish”
nature. To the observer, such talk only lends credence to
the obvious ethnic prevalence to the chauvinistic move-
ment that Zionism really thrives on. The fact of the mat-
ter is that the Arab World as a whole already surrounds
Israel and that Israel is no more than a mutation of
Twentieth Century “nationalist” dogma forcefully plant-
ed in it. For one thing, there is no such thing as a unique
“national” character to Israel and as far as back in time as
anyone knows there has never really been any, whether in
Palestine or anywhere else in the world for that matter.
Oh sure there were Hebrew tribes that roamed like many
of their Arab cousins in the ancient world, but for reasons
no one can explain, the Israelites just never settled any-
where for any succeeding span of generations. The phe-
nomenon that is today Israel is of no real link to any of
the roaming tribes of the sons of Jacob and we have yet
to see any modern Jews (from outside the Middle East)
able to substantiate their lineage to any breadth of time,
let alone to the age of King Solomon. Moreover, most
likely the majority of the existing adherents of the Jewish
faith are really descendents of converts and if there were
any Jews of the Jewish communities of Europe who
might have been migrants from the Middle East, one who
has delved in history for many years finds it difficult to
find the records that speak of these migrations in a sub-
stantive way. In addition, the adherents to the faith, who
predominate in Israel have none of the ethnic features of
the indigenous inhabitants of the region, while the
Middle East Jews (who are more like second class citi-
zens in Israel) are much more closer to their Arab cousins
and may have a more definitive claim to their Semitic ori-
gin. The reader is to be reminded that Semites entails the
Arabs as well and therefore the term anti-Semitism is
misleading when only applied to discrimination against
Jews.

Back to the numbers game. One wonders why the peo-
ple who bring out the numbers scare would think such
horrifying thoughts as the Jews loosing their character, if
they became outnumbered by “wild Arabs” in their midst.
The fact of the matter is that the only ethnic features that
characterized the Holy Land were those of the
Palestinians and later the Arab Jews, who went to
Palestine. The latter have never found it really troubling
living amongst their Arab cousins even at the heyday of
Arab/Moslem power and in fact were in some cases more
prosperous than the overwhelming majority of their Arab
cousins. So what is the worry, then? When a state is
based on a chauvinistic creed, there is bound to be a per-
petual phobia hanging over its domain, especially if that
domain is not by all means legally theirs. If the Arabs
outnumber the Jews in Palestine, the rightful owners
could insist on what is rightfully theirs, if we assume that
all the people would be living in a democratic environ.
But we all know, what is occurring in Palestine now
could never be, but an effort to make sure that the Arab
populations have the hardest time in the world to eke out
any sort of normal livelihood and to ensure that the
demographic balance and territorial snatch shall always
be in favor of the Israelis. Look at the Gaza Strip that
miniscule strip, that is for all intents and purposes no
more than a concentration “refugee camp”, with hun-
dreds of thousands of Palestinian living under the worst
conditions imaginable. The numbers in Gaza have liter-
ally no meaning because they are so helpless, and mere-
ly trying to survive has been their major preoccupation.
Besides this squalor, within a few meters, one can see the
extravagance of Israeli settlements, with all the amenities
of modern life at their disposal, while the third most pow-
erful armed forces protects them from any encroaches by
the entrapped Arabs in their misery and discontent, with
every movement well under the control of the most mod-
ern human surveillance apparatus sprouting all around.

We are not sure why the numbers game is being raised
so vehemently these days. Chances are it is an effort to
lend some legitimacy to the Zionist claim of ownership to
real estate that is not theirs to start with. But more likely
it is to keep the Jews in Israel and their backers elsewhere
on the horrifying thought that they will have to forget
about any thought of a peaceful end to the Middle East
conflict, because peace means Jews will be outnumbered
and that is simply not in any Zionist agenda we know of.
So all those Israelis in Israel, who may have become con-
vinced that peace is a viable conclusion to all these years
of endless conflict, should throw out their horrible imag-
ination. The constant reminder of a prevailing Arab pop-
ulation could never acceptable to Zionist creed, because
the Jews will then have to live with rightful claimants to
the land. Keep those numbers ticking.
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Will any
hold Bush

By JASON LEOPOLD
For COUNTERPUNCH.ORG

ou’d think that
~ President Bush would
be facing, to quote
Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld, a
long, hard slog in his bid to recapture
the White House for a second term
what with all the information trickling
out of the president’s administration
the past few months showing that sen-
ior administration officials knowingly
misled the American public about the
reasons for launching a preemptive
attack against Iraq.

But, unfortunately, there’s too much
infighting taking place among the nine
Democrats campaigning for their
party’s presidential nomination and not
enough attention to the administra-
tion’s misdeeds. Too bad, because this
is the type of ammunition that even the
weakest Democratic candidate should
be able to easily spin to convince vot-
ers that Bush should be replaced come
November.

Still, despite the evidence that shows
how Bush and his closest advisers have
spent most of the three years they’ve
been in office lying to the American
public about their knowledge of the 9-
11 terrorist attacks right on down to the
reasons the United States invaded Iraq,
Bush’s approval rating is still above
fifty percent and he holds a strong lead
over all of the Democratic presidential
contenders.

Maybe the drama now unfolding
will put a permanent dent in Bush’s
armor once and for all.

Bush’s former Treasury Secretary,
Paul O’Neill, has revealed in a new
book, “The Price of Loyalty,” by jour-
nalist Ron Suskind, that the Iraq war
was planned just days after the presi-
dent was sworn into office.

“From the very beginning, there was
a conviction, that Saddam Hussein was
a bad person and that he needed to go,”

O’Neill said, adding that going after
Saddam Hussein was a priority 10 days
after the Bush’s inauguration and eight
months before Sept. 11.

“From the very first instance, it was
about Iraq. It was about what we can
do to change this regime,” Suskind
said. “Day one, these things were laid
and sealed.”

As treasury secretary, O’Neill was a
permanent member of the National
Security Council. He says in the book
he was surprised at the meeting that
questions such as “Why Saddam?” and
“Why now?” were never asked.

O’Neill was fired from his post for
disagreeing with Bush’s economic
policies. In typical White House fash-
ion, senior administration officials
have labeled O’Neill a “disgruntled
employee,” whose latest remarks are
“laughable” and have no basis in reali-
ty.

Moreover, claims by O’Neill that the
U.S. and Britain were operating off of
murky intelligence during the buildup
to war came six days after Bush’s inau-
guration. It was then that British intel-
ligence communicated to the CIA, the
Pentagon and National Security
Adviser Rice’s office that an Iraqi
defector told British intelligence offi-
cials that Saddam Hussein had two
fully operational nuclear bombs,
according to two senior Bush advisers.

The London Telegraph reported the
defector’s claims on Jan. 28, 2001.

“According to the defector, who
cannot be named for security reasons,
bombs are being built in Hemrin in
north-eastern Iraq, near the Iranian
border,” according to the Telegraph
report. The defector said: “There are at
least two nuclear bombs which are
ready for use. Before the UN inspec-
tors came, there were 47 factories
involved in the project. Now there are
64.”

That information turned out to be
grossly inaccurate, but it was cited by
Vice President Dick Cheney during a

once

accountable?

speech in 2002 as a means to build the
case for war.

However, O’Neill’s allegations that
Bush planned an Iraq invasion prior to
9-11 are backed up by dozens of on-
the-record statements and speeches
made by the president’s senior advis-
ers, including Rumsfeld, Secretary of
State Colin Powell and National
Security Adviser Condoleeza Rice,
during Bush’s first four months in
office.

In dozens of transcripts posted on
the Defense Department’s web site
between January and May 2001,
months before 9-11, Rumsfeld said the
United States needed to be prepared
for surprises, such as launching pre-
emptive wars against countries like
Iraq.

“If you think about it, Dick Cheney’s
(Secretary of Defense) confirmation
hearing in 1989 — not one United
States senator mentioned a word about
Iraq,” Rumsfeld said in a May 25,
2001 interview with PBS’
“NewsHour.”The word “Iraq” was
never mentioned in his entire confir-
mation hearing. One year later we’re at
war with Iraq. Now, what does that tell
you? Well, it tells you that you'd best
be flexible; you’d best expect the
unexpected.”

In fact, Rumsfeld discusses the
above scenario in a half-dozen other
interviews in May 2001 and appears to
suggest, by specifically mentioning
Iraq, that history would eventually
repeat itself.

Responding to a reporter’s question
on Jan. 26, 2001 about the Bush
administration’s policy toward Saddam
Hussein’s regime days after his Senate
confirmation hearing, Rumsfeld said “I
think that the policy of the country is
that it is not helpful to have Saddam
Hussein’s regime in office.”

In his inaugural address on Jan. 20,
2001 President Bush also alluded to
the possibility of war, although he did
not mention Iraq by name.
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“We will confront weapons of mass
destruction, so that a new century is
spared new horrors,” Bush said. “The
enemies of liberty and our country
should make no mistake... We will
defend our allies and our interests.”

Further evidence suggests that when
the Bush administration took office it
was worried that the U.S. was losing
international support for the sanctions
it placed on Iraq ten years earlier leav-
ing the door open to the possibility that
Saddam Hussein would be let out of
his proverbial box. President Bush sent
Powell on a trip to the Middle East in
late February 2001 to study the situa-
tion in Iraq to decide whether the
administration should keep the sanc-
tions in place or whether it should start
to lay the groundwork for a preemptive
strike.

But Powell returned to the U.S. and
championed the sanctions saying, Iraq
posed absolutely no threat to the U.S.,
during testimony before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee on
March 8, 2001, much to the dismay of
Vice President Cheney, Rumsfeld and
his deputy, Paul Wolfowitz, all of
whom believed in using military force
to oust Saddam Hussein.

“When we took over on the 20th of
January, I discovered that we had an
Iraq policy that was in disarray, and the
sanctions part of that policy was not
just in disarray; it was falling apart,”
Powell said during his Senate testimo-
ny. “We were losing support for the
sanctions regime that had served so

well over the last ten years, with all of
the ups and downs and with all of the
difficulties that are associated that
regime, it was falling apart. It had been
successful. Saddam Hussein has not
been able to rebuild his army, notwith-
standing claims that he has. He has
fewer tanks in his inventory today than
he had 10 years ago. Even though we
know he is working on weapons of
mass destruction, we know he has
things squirreled away, at the same
time we have not seen that capacity
emerge to present a full-fledged threat
to us.”

In an interview with broadcast jour-
nalist Charlie Rose last Wednesday,
Richard Perle, the former chairman of
the Pentagon’s Defense Policy Board
and one of the major architects of the
war against Iraq, lent further credibili-
ty to the claim that one of the reasons
Iraq became a target for invasion was

because support for sanctions were
eroding.
Perle also said that White House

lawyers advised President Bush and
members of the National Security
Council to accuse Iraq of violating
United Nations resolutions by conceal-
ing stockpiles of chemical and biologi-
cal weapons so as not to break interna-
tional laws when the time came to
attack the country.

With the possibility of finding Iraq’s
alleged WMD’s, which the Bush
administration used to as a basis to
invade Iraq last March, becoming
increasingly remote after 10 months of

combat and as the President’s hand-
picked team hired to search for the
weapons begins to filter out of Iraq
empty handed, Bush and his hawks
still maintain that the war was justi-
fied.

In a heated exchange with “20/20”
anchor Dianne Sawyer several weeks
ago, Bush admitted that he personally
saw no difference as to whether Iraq
had physical weapons or a weapons
program. Either way, the president
said, “Saddam Hussein was a danger-
ous person.” But it wasn’t the threat of
an Iraqi weapons program that Bush
said threatened the U.S. when he spoke
before the U.N. Security Council and
Congress and the Senate to support the
war. It was an actual stockpile of
weapons that posed the threat.

Finally, Bush is going to face a
tough crowd come September. That’s
when the Republican National
Convention hits New York City and
officially nominates Bush for a sec-
ond-term. This is the same New York
City that Bush denied tens of billions
of dollars in aid to after the terrorists
obliterated the World Trade Center,
breaking a promise to help rebuild the
city’s downtown area. And this is the
same New York City that the
Environmental Protection Agency, on
orders from the White House, told
New Yorkers it was safe to breathe
when reliable information on air quali-
ty was not available.

Beware, Mr. President, you messed
with the wrong city.

By GUINNESS OHAZURIKE
FORrR NEWSWATCH NIGERIA

addam Hussein was dug out
~ of a rat hole, emaciated,
disheveled, disoriented and
humiliated. The picture
shattered the image of
invincibility that he laboured for years
to build, less than befitting to a life cast
in enigmatic light.

Wonders shall never end! The tiger
of Tigris has been caged at last without
claws to kill, without the last kicks of a
dying horse, not even the protesting
whimper of a lost mongrel. Who in his
right senses would have believed that
the man who could threaten the best
trained military in the world from mil-
lion miles away capitulated without a
fight? Yet it happened and the world
received the news with pleasant shock.
Saddam Hussein was hiding in a one-
man hole in a small walled compound
and surrendered meekly- not using the
pistol he had in his possession when
American soldiers took him prisoner in
a battle of wits where neither bomb nor
bullet was fired. The dictator was dug
out of a rat hole, emaciated,
disheveled, disoriented and humiliat-
ed. The picture shattered the image of
invincibility that he laboured for years
to build, less than befitting to a life cast
in enigmatic light.

The lives of dictators are spiced with
irony to interest historians. What an
irony that in his eventful soldiering
career, he built a deserved reputation
of a brave subaltern but now as a gen-
eral he has proved himself an effemi-

fall

nate coward, to be resented by his
troops as an exemplary shame. Would
it have been better if he committed sui-
cide? Maybe not, yet that would not
have been unreasonable for a man who
had urged many young men to take
that route to unmarked graves. Would
it have been better if he fought to the
last breath? Why not, soldiers are
trained to fight in defence of country
and if need be die in battle. His two
sons died fighting and what a great dis-
appointment they would feel that the
hero in whose mould they were cast
surrendered meekly without a fight. In
good old days, as a consummate mem-
ber of Boys Scout with youthful vigour
one could have done better, and opted
for a more courageous and dignifying
option. The daughter of Slobodan
Milosovic fired one shot at those who
captured her father, and that remains to
her credit. Saddam had a gun but
lacked the nerves to pull the trigger,
how are the mighty fallen and the
weapons of war perish!

The questions that beg answers are
one too many. Why didn’t Saddam sur-
render when doing that would have
saved thousands of lives and spare his
country the punishing bombardment
that destroyed their whole infrastruc-
ture? Why didn’t he fight until defeat-
ed instead of being prisoner of war in
American custody? Why not spare his
person the anguish of hell on earth,
watching his own derisive funeral the
talking drums narrating his life story in
derogatory terms? If Saddam had died
fighting he would have in that vain
attempt salvaged whatever remained

of Baghdad’s tiger

of his vanishing dignity. Alas, he lost
all, even the dignity of a defeated sol-
dier. I often hear the consolatory wise
saying, “a survived corporal is better
than a dead colonel.” This could be
true in some situation, but the case of
Saddam will prove also that survival
for its sake alone could lead to a pro-
tracted and painful march to the grave,
in such a way that the dead might not
be ushered into the dignifying pres-
ence of his ancestors.

Why would Saddam choose life in
humiliation over death in defeat? My
first guess is that American troops may
have managed miraculously to knock
the bull unconscious and then took him
prisoner. The capture could not have
happened in terms such as described to
the world that he surrendered meekly
with his mind, soul and five senses still
intact in functional capacity. There
must have been a lethal but non-com-
batant interlude preceding his capture,
more so, as the man looked not only
dazed and disconnected from his
immediate surrounding. One is not
oblivious of the fact that a capture was
the preferred option to keep alive hope
of ever discovering the -elusive
weapons of mass destruction upon
which the war was rationalised. While
the world rejoices at the capture of the
madman of Baghdad, that itself cannot
justify a war that should not have been
waged in the first place. Nothing has
yet happened to warrant the waste of
human lives in Iraq, including innocent
women and children, insurgents and
the coalition forces.

A second guess why Saddam was

captured alive is the ever present irony
in the lives of dictators, they are cow-
ards who strive to keep life at all cost,
but often lose it in a rather ignominious
manner. I am persuaded to believe that
Saddam Hussein, despite his proven
disregard for the sanctity of life, evi-
denced in thousands of his country
men he sent to shallow and unmarked
graves, wanted to cling to life at all
cost and still does not want to lose it
anytime soon. Before now, however,
his thoughts, words, and deeds do not
point to any congruent enunciation of
principle for which he could die, sug-
gesting that survival was the motive
for his ruthless misuse of power and
the desire to cling onto it till the very
end at the risk of humiliation. The
humiliation has already started. I won-
der if anyone asked his consent before
shaving his tattered beards, and many
will be such indignities in the near
future to bring his disoriented mind to
reality. Not long ago, America vehe-
mently protested the media exposure
of their soldiers taken prisoners as a
violation of one Geneva Convention.
When I saw Saddam on display, open-
ing his mouth wide like a toddler
before an overbearing dentist, scratch-
ing here and there to indicate the pres-
ence of live or kindred parasite, I won-
dered whether he is not a prisoner of
war protected by that same Geneva
Convention. So why make him an
object of media display like a work of
art in public exhibition?

Then it occurred to me that a greater
humiliation might befall him when
they arraign him before a criminal

court to stand trial for alleged crimes
against humanity. Not that the pursuit
of justice is no longer a noble cause. In
any event the culprit has shown the
potential to do enough evil that even if
presumed guilty until his innocence is
proved would still appear in order. Yet,
a trial scenario looks complicated to
contemplate in any frame approximat-
ing fair hearing. Will America ensure
fair trial for Saddam Hussein? We
hope so! For sure he will not be tried
within United States territory not only
because he has not violated any
domestic law, rather America will not
want blood on his hands. An alterna-
tive is to use the International Criminal
Court at The Hague, but there the wob-
bling feet of legal justice will only lead
him behind the tall walls for a long
term. Besides, the court will not be
able to deliver the ultimate punishment
- death penalty and anything short of
that outcome will be less than suffi-
cient to appease the vindictive bile
upon which all penal systems thrive. In
any case, America remains the
strongest opponent of the International
Criminal Court. A frightening alterna-
tive will be to deliver Saddam to Iraq
officials, most of them victims of his
terror regime so that under the cover of
trial they could extract maximum
revenge from their former tormentor.
This option will not only establish
firmly the authority of the evolving
regime in Iraq but at the same time will
be in line with America’s concept of
criminal justice. In Baghdad, a mem-
ber of the Iraq Governing Council told
the Associated Press that Saddam

could be “tried in the next few weeks”
and executed if convicted. No one has
considered the backlash such trial and
execution would cause in a country
that is divided along several religious
and ethnic lines. Again, execution will
surely embarrass some members of the
coalition countries such as Britain,
because the European Union forbids
death penalty as inhuman punishment.

As exciting as the unfolding situa-
tion is, the moment requires some
astute statesmanship, so that in dealing
with this despicable tyrant no one com-
mits murder in healing wounds. In the
history of man death comes to many as
unpleasant surprise and few have the
privilege to plan for their end.
Considering the peculiar circum-
stances surrounding his life, one had
expected Saddam to anticipate his
demise and figure out a way to die with
a shred of dignity or in a conundrum of
mystery to intrigue people, holding
their hands with some surprising secret
that may never emerge. Indeed mys-
tery bestows prestige, ask the elusive
master terrorist Osama, who has been
hiding. Looking at Saddam with
resentment and disappointment, and
cheering the coalition forces with
wholehearted praise for a good job
done, one cannot but wish the world
now short of one tyrant would become
a better place for all. There must be
few, if any, dictators who lived to a
glorious end, and that humbling reality
should be the singular most important
lesson to learn from Saddam’s march
from palace to prison and, who knows,
to the grave.
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Ancient ship seeks to p

BY GORDON BELL

— t looks more like a giant spider
~ than a boat, yet the Borobudur
has already sailed more than
8,000 miles, retracing an ancient
b trading route stretching from
Asia to the bulge of Africa.

The strange craft with its muddle of
beams and gangly outriggers seems
somewhat out of place moored outside
Cape Town’s opulent Cape Grace
Hotel, wedged between the gleaming
yachts of millionaires.

The 19-metre-long (57-foot) wooden
vessel, based on an 8th century
Indonesian design, left Jakarta in
August and is on its way to Ghana —
seeking to prove that trade links
between Africa and southeast Asia
were thriving more than 1,000 years
ago.

Apart from some modern safety fea-
tures such as radar, global positioning
system and a satellite phone, the boat is
an almost flawless replica of a carving
on the wall of Java’s Borobudur
Temple.

Briton Philip Beale, 42, left his job
as a fund manager in London two years
ago to live out a decades-long dream to
test the ancient design, an ambition he
has had since visiting the Indonesian
temple as a 21-year-old.

“You could say it’s been on my to-do
list for 20 years,” he told Reuters, on
the quay at the Victoria and Albert
Waterfront, one of South Africa’s top
tourist spots.

The total cost of building the ship
and running the expedition is estimated
at 200,000 pounds ($360,000), covered
largely through private and corporate
sponsorship as well as funding by the
Indonesian government.

Indonesian influence on Africa

Beale’s expedition aims to prove that

Indonesian trade ships could make the
10,000 mile (16,000 km) journey
around Africa’s Cape of Good Hope.

Some people believe the route to be
a first millennium trading route that
brought spices and silks from the
Orient to Madagascar and other
African shores in exchange for iron
ore, ivory and skins.

One school of thought even suggests
early Indonesians may have colonised
Madagascar and exerted a strong cul-
tural influence over parts of the conti-
nent.

If the early trading route theory
could be proved, it would supplant
claims that the Chinese were the first
foreigners to visit southern Africa,
believed to be in the 14th century,
about 100 years before the first docu-
mented European journeys to the conti-
nent.

The Borobudur, and a 15-person
crew, including eight Indonesians, vis-
ited the Maldives and Madagascar
before stopping off in Cape Town. It
sets sail for St Helena after a week’s
break, the final stop before the journey
ends in Accra, Ghana around February
20.

The trip was extended by more than
a month after a vicious Indian Ocean
storm shredded one of the main sails.

The boat was built on Kangean
Island, north of the Indonesian island
of Bali, using tools and materials that
would have been available in the 8th
Century A.D. Its two huge cotton sails,
hoisted and lowered by hand, can push
the 38-tonne craft to a top speed of
around eight knots.

The Borobudur’s teak planks above
water are held together by wooden
dowels and below the water-line dense
ironwood keeps the sea water out — as
far as possible.

Even so, every 20 to 30 minutes the

rove Africa-Asia

The Indonesian ship the Borobudur leaves Cape Town en route for west Africa, January 17, 2003.The 19-metre-long (57-foot) wooden vessel, based on an 8th

century Indonesian design, left Jakarta in August and is on its way to Ghana — seeking to prove that trade links between Africa and southeast Asia were thriv-

ing more than 1,000 years ago.

crew must work a bilge pump at the
back of the ship to expel inevitable
seepage.

“It won’t fall apart, it’s built like a
tank,” Beale said proudly.

Crew members, who work in four-
hour shifts at night and six-hour shifts
during the day, have few luxuries, apart
from a small hi-fi powered by a diesel

generator.

There is no toilet or refrigeration on
board, and cooking the tinned foods,
rice and freshly-caught fish is shared
among the crew. Fresh water can be
stored below deck.

Indonesian or Indian?
The trip is not without controversy.

Cyril Hromnik, a South Africa-based
expert in early African and Indian
Ocean history, has questioned the
boat’s provenance and says the design
is Indian, not Indonesian.

Indonesians, he says, were merely
passengers on Indian trading routes
and were often shipped to Africa as
labour for early gold mines.

REUTERS

“What this ship is doing here is ter-
rifically demonstrating Indian trade
with the continent,” Hromnik said.

Whatever its true origin, the strange
craft created a buzz in Cape Town’s
harbour, drawing crowds of onlookers.
The boat likely to go back to Indonesia
after the voyage and put on display.

Reuters

Chilean miners bury past
in bitter camp closure

By Louise EGAN

iving in the middle of one
of the world’s driest
deserts between a mile-
high pile of rubble and a
- off smoke-spewing refinery is
not everybody’s idea of bliss.

But the 2,500 residents of
Chuquicamata, one of Chile’s few
remaining old-fashioned mining
camps, are deeply attached to their
home and sad they will soon have to
leave it to make way for the mine’s
expansion plans.

“My father worked here 48 years.
We go back four generations in
Chuquicamata, so you think about that
a lot and it is painful,” said Orlando
Zamorano, who himself has spent
more than half of his 54 years living
and working at the sun-scorched mine.

Zamorano’s home will soon be
buried beneath the Atacama Desert,
which covers much of northern Chile.
The brown desert dirt has already
swallowed a hospital and will eventu-
ally engulf the houses, shops, banks,
schools and roads that form the 89-
year-old settlement, which locals call a
“camp” but which actually resembles a
sleepy, small town.

Chuquicamata, which means ‘“the
tip of the spear” in the language of pre-
Colombian Indians who discovered
the deposit, is now the world’s second-
largest copper mine and owned by the
state firm Codelco.

The adjacent camp will slowly
become an underground ghost town in
another 10 to 15 years because
Codelco needs the land to dump waste
material from the giant open-pit mine.
It has run out of space at its current
« dump site, a towering ridge of barren
rock that is slowly encroaching on the
camp.

But pollution is the main reason
Chuquicamata must close. Codelco,
despite spending millions on new
technology, is forced by environmen-
tal laws to move the population away
from the hazardous emissions of
arsenic and sulfur dioxide from its pro-
cessing plants.

“The fact that my birth place is
going to be under the ground, that
Chuquicamata is going to disappear, is
pretty devastating. But if we don’t do
this, then the mine can’t continue to
exist,” said Grineldo Acuna, a union

A view of of Chuquicamata copper mine near Calama, 1,600 kms north of Santiago in this undated handout file photo.
Deeply attached to the 89-year-old mining camp where they have lived for generations, the 2,500 residents of
Chuquicamata will soon see their homes buried under the Atacama Desert when they are forced by the company’s
expansion plans and by environmental laws to move to the nearby town of Calama. The move marks an end to an era
of paternalism in the local mining industry, but for the miners it’s the painful end to a protected way of life, where the

company provides not only a job but housing, schools, electricity and other basic necessities.

leader who moved to Calama years
ago to protect his three daughters from
the toxins in the air.

After four years of bitter negotia-
tions with unions, Codelco is ready to
move the first batch of 847 families
early this year to new houses in
Calama, a dusty town a 15-minute
drive away from Chuquicamata. The
remainder are due to leave the camp
by September 2005.

Company town paternalism

The transfer to Calama marks the
end of an era of paternalism in Chilean
mining, the lifeblood of the domestic
economy and supplier of 30 percent of
the world’s copper. For the miners it is
the painful end of a sheltered exis-
tence.

The system began in 1915, when a
U.S. mining firm set up the camp on
company land and continued after the
mine was nationalised in 1971.

Now one of the world’s most com-
petitive copper producers, up against
multinationals drawn to Chile for its
political and economic stability,
Codelco aspires to increase its effi-
ciency. That means no longer provid-

ing free housing for its employees or
other basic needs such as electricity,
water, free schooling for children and
even garbage collection.

“It’s an enormously protective sys-
tem,” said historian Celia Baros.

“The gringos brought the ‘company
town’ model here and installed it as
they knew it, but over time the age of
the mine and the rising costs associat-
ed with maintaining it and the camp
itself obliges Codelco to separate the
company from the town,” she said.

In its heyday in the 1950s,
Chuquicamata’s population numbered
24,000 and drew visitors from around
the world, including Latin America’s
revolutionary icon Che Guevara dur-
ing his 1951 motorcycle tour of South
America.

Today, there are about 7,000 work-
ers at the mine but only a third live in
the camp, whose quiet streets are lined
with drab wooden houses and small
stores. Mud-streaked company pick-
up trucks drive slowly as school chil-
dren in uniform run carelessly across a
street to a playground.

Chuquicamata miners, among the
best paid in the country, began moving

REUTERS

to Calama in the 1970s to buy their
own homes or because the company
demanded it.

It is still the largest mining camp of
its kind in Chile.

The move to Calama is made worse
by the fact that for generations the
miners have been loath to mingle with
the regular citizens of Calama, a town
notorious for crime and prostitution.

Their attitude comes from a revered
status as employees of Codelco, whose
copper is fondly called “the wage of
Chile” because it provides a steady
source of revenue for government
social programmes.

“They are always making sure oth-
ers know they are Codelco miners...it’s
like a caste system almost,” said
Baros.

Even young ones would prefer to
stay in Chuquicamata, which has no
cinema or bar, than move to Calama.

“There isn’t much to do here but we
like the peace and quiet,” said 27-year-
old Jethro Elizalde. “People are nice to
each other and there are never any
problems. That’s what we're most
going to miss the most.”

Reuters

The Embassy of the United States of America
announces for a job opening within its organization.

“Driver”

The position is located in the Motorpool, of the General Services
Office, American Embassy, under the immediate supervision of the
Motorpool supervisor and the general supervision of the GSO,
Employee will be responsible for routine driving work for GSO.

Education: Completion of elementary school is required.

Prior Work Experience: Must have good driving experience in and
outside of Sana’a.

Language Proficiency: Level Il English ability (limited) and fluent in
Arabic is required.

Knowledge: Must be familiar with local traffic laws and areas traffic
patterns.

Abilities: Must have a valid Yemeni private license.

Grade/Salary: *EFM/MOH/Non Ordinarily Resident: FP-BB (to be
confirmed by Washington)
Ordinarily Resident: FSN-3

How to apply: Interested applicants should complete OF-612 or
submit a current C.V (with awards, recommendation letters, copies
of degrees earned) that addresses the qualification requirements of
the position as listed above and contact the Embassy personnel
Office, American Embassy, Dhahr Himyar Street, Sana’a. Tel: 303-
155, no later than January 31, 2004.

NOTE: ALL ORDINARILY RESIDENT APPLICANTS MUST BE
RESIDING IN COUNTRY AND HAVE THE REQUIRED WORK
AND RESIDENCY PERMITS TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR

CONSIDERATION

CARE International in Yemen has a vacancy for a
Logistician in its Sana’a office. Duties will include
obtaining visas, tickets and travel papers for staff and
consultants, managing vehicle maintenance
schedules, payment of bills, obtaining equipment
quotations etc.

For a detailed job description please email
care@y.net.ye / Tel. 01 504377 / P.O. Box 11101,
Jama’a, Sana’a / visit the office at 68 Arwa School
Street. Applicants are asked to submit their CV’s in
English, with a covering letter by 7th February 2004.
Only short listed candidates will be contacted for
interview.
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Main headlines

- Woman demonstrations all over the
world in solidarity with Islamic scarf

- Killed and wounded in clashes and
explosions at various areas of Yemen

- Previous official reports affirm 11
thousand AIDS cases; a citizen
prefers death by cremation after dis-
covering contamination with AIDS

- Zindani calls for benefiting from

Bush's directives
- “Heavy” high-priced wave after Eid
- Community college students maintain

their strike for the second week run-

ning

Columnist Nasser Yahya says in an
article that all previous indicators and
experiments with regard to the govern-
ment’s statements and budgets point out
that the Yemenis are going to witness a
new wave of price rise. It is a dose the
date of which has been delayed probably
because it coincided with convening of
democracy and human rights confer-
ence. It is understood that the delay was
a smart step taken by the authority. For
it is undoubtedly there would have been
prospects that the government carrying
out of such a dose could have aroused a
popular anger and resentment and then it
would have been something embarrass-
ing for the government while hosting the
democracy and human tights confer-
ence. It is one of the simplest aspects of
democracy and human rights for the
government to allow the citizens express
their rejection of the price rise dose and
organisation of protest demonstrations.

The question is now not whether the
dose is coming or not. The question is
what are the boundaries of the dose?
How much can the GPC authority risk in
its arbitrary decisions taken against its
people?

The logic of reason says that the
authority could not improve the people’s
level of living and thus it has at least to
preserve the current level and not to
make it worse.

Al-Shoura weekly, organ of
4 the People’s Forces Union in

pr Yemen, 18 Jan 2004.

Main headlines

- Government did not withdraw jour-
nalism law

- Food poisoning
Yemenis

spread among

- Forty prisoners at East Secretariat

Court send distress calls
- In response to Iraqi foreign ministry

demand, deportation of those accused

in stealth of Iraqi embassy to Jordan
- Taciturnity regarding an explosion at

-the war academy

The writer Abdulrahman al-Rayani
has devoted his article to talking about
the Iraqi resistance to the American
occupation saying every now and then
the American occupation gives contra-
dictory statements on the extent of
effectiveness and force of the Iraqi
resistance. Sometimes there is emphasis
that the number of attacks does not
exceed 11 per day, and sometimes
exceeds thirty and on other occasions
they confirm the attacks are not organ-
ized and just irregular reactions. At other
times the occupying forces say the
resistance is following a new strategy
never before known in guerilla wars.
Lately one o the leading officials at the
American intelligence has said the Iraqi
resistance is pursuing the Chinese-style
of guerilla war.

The American allegations that the
number of Americans killed because of
the resistance was not exceeding one
killed or wounded has been belied when
the military operations of the resistance
have begun to cause a state of argument
amidst American decision-makers cir-
cles when the fact-finding committee
formed by the Congress carried for them
unhappy news after the committee had
stayed for 20 days in Iraq after which
returned to the congress on the first of
August to offer its report. He report has
mentioned that number of American sol-
diers killed everyday exceeds ten and
ranges between 12-15 soldiers which
means h number of the killed is over
than 400 every month. The number of
those soldiers who escaped till the 1st of
last August was 1200 to 1500, i.e. at a
rate between 70-100 soldiers a week.
The number of the wounded is in thou-
sands. Fifty per cent of the soldiers wish
to leave Iraq or to leave as soon as pos-
sible. One hundred officers from the
American army have signed a letter to
the American president pleading him to
take a courageous decision for with-
drawing the American. forces from Iraq
immediately in preservation of
America’s dignity and honour otherwise
he should put on the military uniform
and go to Iraq, mentioning they were
sure he would escape within twenty-four
hours.

ed Khidhr

26 September weekly,
organ of Yemen Armed
Forces, 15 Jan 2004.
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Main headlines

- Strict measures to be taken against
those who monopolize or manipulate
prices

- The president: Democracy and
human rights conference reflected the
high status of Yemen and the good
appreciation it entertains

- A security agreement between Yemen
and Lebanon, Turkey, Italy and India

- Electronic system at the ministry of
interior for facilitating citizens’ and
tourists’ dealings

Columnist Ahmed Nasser al-Shareef
says in an article the great political and
material price some Arab countries are
paying in return for the temporary
silence of the American administration
and lessening the pressures on them in
addition to Arab rulers fear from keep-
ing pace with the changes the world is
witnessing today, especially in relation
with peoples participation in decision-
making prove to a great extent correct-
ness of what some observers thought
that president Saddam Hussein and his
regime were right in their confrontation
with the west and not yielding to
demands of the American administra-
tion, represented in enabling them gov-
erning destinies of the Arab peoples
politically, economically, culturally and
socially.

If hold a comparison between stands
of the former Iraqi regime in facing the
west and languid stands of some Arab
regimes as regards issues of their peo-
ples, we would find out that president
Saddam Hussein was patriotic in the
stark meaning of the word despite the
policy of tyranny against his people and
problems with his neighbours that
accompanied his regime. Were it not for
the grave mistake he had committed in
the second Gulf war when he fired a
number of missiles at the Zionist entity,
his destiny would not have been this
severe and unexpected end. It is the
Jews who have decided to get rid of him
and end his regime sine the landing of
the first Iraqi missile in Tel Aviv. The
American administration is nothing but
an implementer in its surrogate war
instead of Israel. Although the
American administration had managed
to convince some Arab countries that
Saddam Hussein posed a threat against
them in order to win their sympathy and

World Press

Major news items in leading international newspapers Provided by Xinhua

' Philippines

Egypt

Al Ahram

At the first main gathering between
Egypt and the Slovak Republic,
President Mubarak underlined the
importance of the role of Europe and
international community in pushing
forward the Middle East peace process
in parallel with efforts exerted by the
United States and Middle East
countries.

President Mubarak and Slovakian
President Rudolf Schuster discussed im
their talks Monday the implications of
the situation. on the international scene
to the region and the need for providing
a climate conducive to pushing forward
the roadmap.

Al Akhbar
The - techhical committee
participating in the investigation on the
crash of the Flash Airlines airplane
began to analyze the black,boxes of the

ill-fated plane after receiving them'

from the sea.

Shaker Qelada, head of the Egyptian
investigation team, said that the results
of the recorders analysis will be handed
to Civil Aviation Minister Ahmed
Shafiq.

Al Gomhuria

President Hosni Mubarak receives
Tuesday King Abdullah II of Jordan
who arrives in Cairo on a one-day visit.

The summit comes within the efforts
of President Mubarak to conclude an
Arab unified vision and to close ideas
on boosting the joint Arab action.

The Egyptian Gazette
The business delegation
accompanying Slovakian President
Rudolf Schuster, who is currently on a
visit” to Egypt, agreed with their
Egyptian counterparts on Monday to set
up an Egyptian-Slovakian business

‘council and two business centres in

Cairo and Bratislava.

Asahi, Mainichi, Nihon Keizai,
Yomiuri
The advance team of Japan’s Ground
Self-Defense Forces arrived in Iraq.

Nihon Keizai
The Japanese government declared
economy recovery for the first time in
three years.

Mainichi
Japan’s ‘public and employees’
pension programs are expected to see 5
trillion yen (46.7 billion US dollars) in
red ink in fiscal 2004.

Yomiuri
The crime rate in Japan falls for the
first time in eight years.

France

" Le Monde
Could President Jacques Chirac be
deprived of his Interior Minister
Nicolas Sarkozy, whose popularity and
controversy kept making trouble with-
in the center-right government?

L’Humanite
A new wave of strikes against priva-
tization are to be launched in France,

starting with marches of workers of the
EdF Electricity of France on Tuesday,
of SNCF, a railway company, on
Wednesday and of hospitals on
Thursday.

La Croix
The latest statistics show that there
exist ideas of cliche about the immi-
grants, particularly on their total num-
ber and birth rate.

Nigeria

The Punch

The stage appeared set on Monday
for the national strike slated to begin
at midnight on Tuesday by the
Nigeria Labor Congress and some
civil society groups. Tension arising
from the impending strike had
gripped most major cities in the
country as some Nigerians rushed to
the banks to make withdrawals while
others who had some cash headed

for the markets to purchase food-
stuffs.

Vanguard

Strategies to ensure the success of
Jan.-21 strike were mapped out on
Monday by the Nigeria Labor
Congress (NLC) as the states mobi-
lized for the strike. Parents have
been advised to keep their children
and wards at home.

Pakistan x

The News
Pakistan on Monday offered India
technical level talks to initiate bus service
between the two countries from two new
border check points including the pro-
posed bus service in disputed Kashmir.
The Nation
In a bid to identify a suspected top al-
Qaeda leader arrested with six other ter-
rorists in Karachi on Sunday, Pakistan

has sought assistance of US Federal
Bureau of Investigation to confirm the
big catch.
Dawn

President Pervez Musharraf said on
Monday that Pakistan is fully safeguard-
ing its national interests and there is no
question of a sell-out on Kashmir or a
compromise on the nation’s nuclear pro-
gram.

Philippine Daily Inquirer
Presidential Spokesman Ignacio
Bunye said Monday in a statement that
the government has been successful in
its anti-terrorism campaign, after the US
warned its citizens anew against travel-
ing to the Philippines.

The Philippine Star
Presidential Spokesman Ignacio
Bunye said Monday only a Supreme
Court intervention or an order from
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo can

stand by it for getting rid of Saddam
Hussein and his regime which is a sce-
nario that had been actually implement-
ed with an Arab backing.

After the invasion of Iraq and occu-
pying it facts began to be revealed and
those facts made those who had
believed the American administration
fall in a kind of bewilderment, includ-
ing those Iragis who were forming an
opposition to Saddam and his regime.
After the capture of Saddam Hussein
and considering him a POW not a war
criminal has made many sides reconsid-
er their calculations, thinking that send-
ing Saddam to court as a war criminal
may explode facts and scandals many
cannot bear, including the American
administration itself.

Main headlines
- Selling the biggest Sana’a hotel to

Israeli Jews
- In Ibb manipulation of employment

posts, girl employees sacked
- At Khor Maksar power station, more

than half million liters of diesel lost

On the price doses the political editor
of the newspaper said the new price
doses are no longer merely words
repeated here and there or just rumours
unleashed by political parties in an elec-
toral operation as much as now a live
reality and implemented whose heroes
are merchants, tradesmen middlemen
and government officials all of whom
seek to achieve the biggest amount of
profits. At a time the dollar is suffering
from big retreat internationally in our
country there is an unjustifiable rise in
food commodities. This is a matter that
has become object of the people talk
and those whose conscience is dead
entertain the groaning of the grieved
and feverishly working for illegitimate
gains.

All that happens under stark silence
of the concerned parties who have noth-
ing but creating reasons for the sky-
rocketing prices which would not stop
at a certain ceiling. The situation will
continue like that as long as there are
some men in the government who sup-
port and stand behind the rise of prices
as partners in trade. Thus this partner-
ship falls on the head of the poor citizen
who finds himself incapable of buying
his needs.

stay the execution of two convicted kid-
nappers Roberto Lara and Roderick
Licayan.

Manila Bulletin

The presidential palace dismissed
reports Monday that Defense Secretary
Eduardo Ermita has been assigned as
concurrent chief executive officer of
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo’s
campaign team as it expressed confi-
dence that he will keep the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) away
from partisan politics.

Kenya

East African Standard

Delegates at the Kenyan National
Constitutional Conference in Nairobi on
Monday passed a controversial proposal
under which a president-elect would not
be sworn in before 21 days are over,
allowing those who feel aggrieved with
the election time to go to court. This
proposal would have the effect of creat-
ing a power vacuum at the top immedi-
ately after a presidential election.

Kenya Times
Residents in the Kenyan capital of
Nairobi are in uproar following a move
by the City Council to increase rents by
100 percent on its houses.

People Daily:

Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki on
Monday appointed Major General
Julius Karangi the Commander of
Kenya Air Force.

Hindustan Times
Direct access to destinations in
Europe is set to increase with airlines
ready to ramp up new flights. Two
European carriers, Lufthansa and Al
Italia, are planning to connect Munich
and Milan with Delhi.

The Statesman
After the violent protests and fierce
agitation against disbanding of Noida
district a week ago, the area was turned
into a fortress on Monday, with over
2,000 security personnel deployed in
every nook and corner of the city.
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Prof. (Dr.) Dawood A. Al-Hidabi to Yemen Times

“An uncompromising adherence
to quality in education has
been our benchmark.”

-niversity of Science and
Technology, Sana’a has
established itself as a
premier institute of aca-
: demic excellence in the
Republic of Yemen, thanks to the versa-
tility, sustained efforts and path break-
ing leadership of its dynamic President
Prof. Dr. Dawood Abdulmalik Al-
Hidabi. Since its inception in 1993, the
university has been relentlessly pursu-
ing the goals of highest standards of
academic distinction in all streams of
the university’s course offerings. It’s
small wonder that in the course of just a
decade, it has emerged as a unique
Academia whose reputation has tran-
scended the geographical frontiers of
Yemen. Without any fear of exaggera-
tion its Rector Dr. Dawood can be taken
as a symbol of the aspirations of the
new generation whose vision and
dynamic stewardship has creatively
transformed the university’s ambience
and added so much of luster to it.

With a view to getting glimpses of
the vision and versatility of the institu-
tion that Dr. Dawood genuinely is, Dr.
Ramakanta Sahu, presenter of
Education Page and Dr. Muhsen A. Bin
Shamian of the English department,
Faculty of Education, University of
Science and Technology, met Dr.
Dawood.

Excerpts

YT: Please give us a brief history of
the university.

Dr. Dawood: The origin of the uni-
versity dates back to 1993 when it
began as a community college, the first
of its kind in Yemen. It was then called
the National College of Science and
Technology whose primary objective
was to contribute towards human
resource development. It eventually
grew up into its present form as the
University of Science and Technology,
the third university in Yemen after
Sana’a University and Aden university,
and the first ever university in the pri-
vate sector.

YT: Please throw some light on the
current status of the university?

Dr. Dawood: As I said, we have
steadily grown and developed since
1993. At present we have more than 6
thousand students, 300 strong faculty,
and around 300 non-teaching staff. We
have not only diversified our activities,
but branched out to establish ourselves
as a broad-based institution. Now we
have set-up branches in Hodeida and
Taiz. Beside we have set-up contact
offices in Mukalla, Aden, and Ibb as
well.

YT: Could you tell us about the
academic programs offered at the

university?

Dr. Dawood: We offer a wide range
of courses at this university. In fact
there are 30 courses available here at
the diploma, graduate and post-gradu-
ate levels. They are grouped under 4
major blocks:

a. Health Sciences that includes
School of Medicine, School of
Pharmacy, School of Dentistry.

b. Management Stream has as its
constituents Schools of Banking,
Finance, = Accounting, Business
Administration, and Marketing.

c. Science and Engineering which
takes into account areas like Computer
Science, Computer Engineering,
Telecommunications, Architecture, and
Civil Engineering. We have plans to
further increase and expand the Science
and Engineering stream because of the
increasing demand.

d. Social Sciences which includes the
Faculty of Education.

However, some of the most distinc-
tive courses are Dentistry, Information
Technology (IT), Marketing, English
and Translation, all of which we regard
as our flagship. Some of our programs
and course offering may have been
offered elsewhere, but we have restruc-
tured our courses to make them suitable
to the demands of the present context.

YT: What would you consider as
your major academic focus?

Dr. Dawood: Our mainstay is
Information Technology and the
English Language modules.

YT: What special course modules
or remedial courses are available for
improving the proficiency in English
of your students?

Dr. Dawood: I must admit that our
high school leavers have a poor knowl-
edge in English. Most of them lack
communicative competence in English.
In order to give them an optimal oppor-
tunity to improve their command of
English, we have set up an English
Language Unit. We have made it oblig-
atory for all our students to attend a pro-
ficiency course in English of 300 con-
tact hours and get a basic and advanced
level exposure in communication skills,
with the result that, by the end of the
course, most of them are able to
express themselves in English.

YT: When was this program
launched and has there been any
evaluation of the efficacy of the pro-
gram?

Dr. Dawood: We started the program
2 years ago although it has not been
subjected to any formal evaluation. Yet
we mark a perceptible improvement in
the terminal behavior of our students in
English after completion of the course.

YT: Keeping in view your unequiv-
ocal accent on English what steps do
you propose to reorganize the English
department?

Dr. Dawood: We're strengthening
the English department in terms of
recruiting excellent faculty and equip-
ping them with facilities such as a good
library, multimedia labs, free internet
access to update their knowledge and
skill. We offer them an open budget to
buy the latest books and subscribe to
professional journals so as to enable
them to sharpen their professional
equipment. Last year our faculty mem-
bers restructured and improvised the
whole curriculum. I hope you too par-
ticipated in the whole exercise.
Moreover, we’re visited from time to
time by external bodies who give us
feedback on and insight into the ways
of bringing about further refinement of
our existing curricula.

YT: Is there a placement service
available at the university to provide
a link between the university gradu-
ates and the employment market?

Dr. Dawood: We have a Graduates’
Club. It is on the web with the names
qualifications and grades of the gradu-
ates. We have established a link with
some companies to facilitate a direct
interaction between the prospective
employers and the potential employees.

YT: Could you elaborate a little on
the distance learning center at the
university? Is it active?

Dr. Dawood: Well, our distance
learning center is both active and popu-
lar. We have a well-prepared plan to
have a full-fledged program in open and
distance learning. We are recruiting
excellent staff in IT, Management
which is the first step towards achieving
this goal. Hopefully, in years to come
this center will register substantial
growth as a center of excellence on its
own.

YT: Most students enrolled at the
university hail from affluent families.
Does it not seem to give to the univer-
sity an elitist halo?

Dr. Dawood: Not really. As I said,
students are attracted to this university
for its strict adherence to the quality of
education. They are obviously capable
of paying the university fees which, I
believe, are one of the lowest as com-
pared to the universities in the Arab
world or elsewhere. We also encourage
the poor and meritorious students by
offering free studentship to the toppers
at the secondary level.

YT: What is the rationale behind
having separate campuses for male
and female students?

Dr. Dawood: My answer to this

The imposing structure of the University of Science and Technology (Girls’ wing), Sana’a

question is two-fold: one academic and
the other cultural. Researches all over
the world have suggested that when the
boys and girls study in a mixed setting,
there is a marked slump in their
achievement levels. Secondly, as you
know, in Yemen most of the parents
wouldn’t encourage their girls to pursue
their education in a mixed setting. By
providing a separate unit for girls we
are encouraging the girls to pursue their
education without any inhibition and
contribute to the development of
Yemen.

YT: How do you ensure the social
accountability of your academic edi-
fice?

Dr. Dawood: I would label our uni-
versity a market-driven university. Our
focus has ever been linking our univer-
sity to the needs and aspirations of the
community and the society. So we try to
reach out to the community to the pub-
lic and private sectors as well. We
unleash efforts to involve groups of
people in mainstream of our academic
activities including training programs,
conferences, seminars, symposia, fairs,
exhibitions. Besides, our research activ-
ities are directed at ensuring the sus-
tainable development of the society at
large. Consistent with this policy, dur-
ing the past decade we have been striv-
ing relentlessly to address ourselves to
the needs of the society so that the
social accountability is adequately
taken care of.

YT: So you have crossed many glo-
rious milestones and have succeeded
in promoting the university as one of
the most well-resourced centers by
any reckoning. How do you envision
its future expansion?

Dr. Dawood: My highest concern
has been and still is maintenance of
quality. To put it differently, an uncom-
promising adherence to quality in edu-
cation has been our bench mark — qual-
ity of training being imparted, of the
professional competence of the faculty,
of the employees, of diagnostic activi-
ties aimed at rectifying the short-com-
ings and achieving greater heights of
professionalism and so forth. We strive
to make continual evaluation of our
academic programs through introspec-
tion which is the key to ensure uninter-
rupted pace of improvement — whether
in academic sector, management sector

or financial sector. Yet we have miles to .

go.

Keeping in mind the needs and aspi-
rations of Yemeni expatriates abroad,
we are actively formulating plans to
open a really good and efficient dis-
tance learning unit to cater to them,
especially in Social Sciences stream to
begin with.

Next year we hope to have impres-
sive dimensions of imprevement in
terms of infrastructure. We’re planning

Professor Dawood (C) in conversation with Dr. Sahu (L) and Dr. Muhsin (R)

to launch our state-of-the-art teaching
hospital of 250 beds which hopefully
would be ranked as the best in Yemen.
Our objective is to offer excellent health
services to our countrymen. We would
also provide good training to our medi-
al graduates. Along side, we would like
to offer a residency post-graduate pro-
gram in Health Sciences. Furthermore,
we are in the process of starting a
Nursing college in order to provide effi-
cient support staff to our physicians. We
have contracted a Jordanian company to
manage the hospital for us. It may take
around 6 imonths to open the hospital.
We are going ahead with opening the
main building of the College of Health
Sciences. By next year we hope to open
a full-fledged College of Management
as well. Along with these three main
buildings, we are going to have a build-
ing for coordinating and linking all
these campuses through a computer net-
work. Now we have a network in every
building but we are going to link all of
them at a macro level to enable our stu-
dents make a maximal utilization of all
the resources we have.

I would like to tell you that we’re
going to organize an International
Conference in January on the use of IT
in improving teaching and learning.
This will be the first of its kind in
Yemen that would throw a flood of light
on the potential of technology for the
qualitative improvement of teaching
and learning. We have invited distin-
guished speakers from Malaysia,
Britain, Jordan and other countries
advanced in this field. This congrega-
tion of specialists would advise us not
only on what should be done, but pres-
ent case studies to give us practical and
concrete instances of how technology
has been used to galvanize teaching
learning programs. This would augment
our efforts to explore how internet,
video conferencing and such other tools
that can profitably be exploited to
improve the quality of the teaching
technology at the university.

We’re very ambitious, to tell you the

truth, despite constraints on our
resources. We leave no stones unturned
to reach out. And you’ll find something
spectacular next year which may come
as a surprise. I don’t want to talk about
it now.

YT: We’re very eagerly awaiting
that surprise: not only us but the
entire country and the academic
community which has been apprecia-
tively observing the impressive
growth of the university from
strength to strength during the past
decade. All of us do expect something
glorious in tune with its brilliant
track record. In fact, we wish you
godspeed in your endeavor Insha
Allah.

Dr. Dawood: Thank you

YT: How do you assess the impact
of the Education column in creating
an awareness among the student
community?

Dr. Dawood: This indeed is an inno-
vative measure on the part of Yemen
Times and they deserve to be congratu-
lated. In fact, the founder of Yemen
Times, Professor Abdulaziz Al-Saqgaf
was my close friend and neighbor. I'm
happy to learn that his son and the pres-
ent Editor-in-Chief Walid Al-Saqqaf is
also greatly concerned about Education.
Earmarking one or two pages in the
newspaper devoted exclusively to edu-
cation and educational issues would
certainly contribute to enhancing the
level of educational awareness in our
country. This is a kind of effort that
should be appreciated and we do really
appreciate it.

YT: We would like to thank you for
your very candid views on a wide
spectrum of issues.-

Dr. Dawood: I'm thankful to Yemen
Times for giving me this opportunity to
share some of our ideas with the readers
through your esteemed column. We also
feel honored by your presence. Thank
you once again.
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Henman breezes into second round

BY OSSIAN SHINE

MELBOURNE (Reuters) - Tim
Henman has stormed into the second
round of the Australian Open with a
convincing victory over Frenchman
Jean-Rene Lisnard but the maelstrom of
misery which has engulfed Greg
Rusedski continues.

The 11th-seeded Henman quickly
made himself at home in the chilly con-
ditions, dominating Lisnard under the
floodlights with his aggressive serve-
and-volley game.

He was cheered on throughout his 6-
2 6-4 6-2 win by a sizeable contingent
of British fans, who serenaded him with
the England rugby anthem “Swing Low,
Sweet Chariot” during the changeovers.

“First for me at a tennis match,” said
rugby fan Henman. “It was certainly a
lot of fun out there...fairly Wimbledon-
like.

“I haven’t been able to talk too much
about the rugby yet. It’s a nice
reminder.”

British number two Rusedski had
hoped to let his tennis finally do the
talking after his positive test for the
banned steroid nandroione hogged all
the headlines in the past two weeks.

at the Australian Open in Melbourne.

However, a lacklustre performance
against 26th seed Albert Costa saw him
eliminated 6-4 6-3 6-4.

“Heavy fever”

The Canadian-born left-hander
blamed his performance on illness. “It
was difficult because Saturday I had a
fever and have had gastroenteritis,” he
said.

“That’s what made it difficult today,
to be honest with you I had a heavy

Desaill
with

LONDON (Reuters) - France and
Chelsea captain Marcel Desailly will
retire in 2005 at the end of his con-
tract with the London club.

“Whatever happens, my career will
be over when my contract expires,”
Desailly, 35, said on Monday in an
interview with French daily Le
Monde.

Desailly, who was born in Ghana,
also said he would like to be involved
with the African side after he retires.

“I’m planning to help the national
team, not as a coach but as a general
manager. It would be a nice chal-
lenge,” he added.

Desailly said he first wanted to
focus on France’s defence of the
European title at Euro 2004. and
called on the young players to get
more involved with the squad instead
of leaving all the decisions to the
older hands.

to end career
helsea in 2005

France and Chelsea captain Marcel
Desailly will retire in 2005 at the
end of his contract with the London
club. REUTERS/Charles Platiau

“It is not a criticism but I'd like
Thierry Henry, Patrick Vieira and
Robert Pires to be more involved in
tactical discussions.”

Greg Rusedski hits a backhand to pin’s Albert COia; the nuber 26 seed,
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fever, it wasn’t the ideal preparation.”

Rusedski, who admitted earlier this
month that he had tested positive for
nandrolone at a tournament in
Indianapolis last July, says he will be
cleared of any wrongdoing at a hearing
in February.

He insisted his off-court troubles had
not affected him. “No, it had nothing to
do with today. I’ve just got to wait and
see how my tribunal goes, just go from
there.”

In the women’s draw, Venus Williams
made a triumphant return to tennis and
the ankle injury that threatened to force
second seed Kim Clijsters out of the
opening grand slam of the year came
through the test with flying colours in
the night session.

All she had to overcome was a little
rustiness to advance 6-3 6-2 over
Marlene Weingaertner.

“] didn’t really have any problems
with the ankle and that’s the most
important thing,” she said.

“For a couple of days I didn’t even
think I was going to be coming here as
a player. So I am very pleased with the
way I went out there.”

While Clijsters was clearly relieved,
third seed Williams was all smiles at
Melbourne Park. ’

Despite not having played a tourna-
ment since losing the Wimbledon final
to sister Serena last July, the former
world number one looked as sharp as
ever as she thumped fellow American
Ashley Harkleroad 6-2 6-1 in the first
round.

“Oh, yes, I'm back now,” she gig-
gled, before saying she was missing the

absent Serena, who also beat her in the
final here last year.

“It’s not the same without her,” she
smiled, “we are like bread and butter.”

Men’s Wimbledon champion Roger
Federer put his shaky early-season form
behind him with a tidy performance
against up-and-coming American Alex
Bogomolov.

The Swiss second seed had looked
far from convincing during the
Kooyong International last week, losing
to Andre Agassi and struggling against
Thomas Johansson. On Tuesday every-
thing clicked as he romped home 6-3 6-
4 6-0.

Federer has yet to progress past the
fourth round of the Australian Open in
four previous visits to Melbourne. This
time round the stylish Swiss is the
bookmakers’ favourite

“Straight sets in the first round is a
good start,” he said.

Freak injury

World number five Guillermo Coria
slipped up 7-6 6-2 6-4 to Frenchman
Cyril Saulnier. The Argentine had
pulled out of last week’s Auckland
Open with an abdominal strain.

He was later cleared to play in
Melbourne but was far from his best
against the world number 76.

“I had a great result at Wimbledon
when I beat Xavier Malisse, but today is
something else,” said Saulnier.

“Days like this is why we play. I am
like a wine that improves with age.”

Former world number one Lleyton
Hewitt suffered no problems, though,
strolling into round two when a freak
injury forced Cecil Mamiit to pull out.

Australian Hewitt was leading 6-2 6-
4 when Mamiit ran into the umpire’s
chair chasing a drop shot and hurt his
right ankle. He lasted only one more
game before calling it quits.

Hewitt’s fellow Australian and 10th
seed Mark Philippoussis thrilled his
home crowd with a 7-6 6-2 7-6 win over
2002 champion Johansson.

The Swede missed most of last year
through injury and could not get to grips
with the Philippoussis serve.

Third seed and French Open champi-
on Juan Carlos Ferrero did not hang
about, pounding fellow Spaniard Albert
Montanes 6-0 6-1 6-1 for a resounding
victory.
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Aries

{Mar 21 - Apr 19)

Open your mind to new possibilities. Pick
up some information that will aliow you to
move into a more lucrative position. You
will get the help you need.

Taurus

{Apr 20 - May 20)

You will have to fend for yourself if you
want to be sure that everything be done
to your satisfaction today. Someone is
likely to withhold information from you.
Do your own research.

Gemini

{May 21 - Jun 20)

¥ Your interest in everything different from
what you are used to will lead to a new
group of friends and a new hobby.
Romantic meetings will lead to a serious
discussion.

Cancer

{Jun 21 - Jul 22)

You will have some unusual contact with
people in the legal or health system. Take
notes so you won't forget anything you
hear or say that you'll do.

Leo

(Jul 23 - Aug 22)

You may be erratic when it comes to
affairs of the heart. This can be a good
day to clear matters up that have been
bothering you. You may be misled if you
aren’t willing to give the people you care
about room to do their own thing.

Virgo
{Aug 23 - Sep 22)
Someone may lead you astray, giving
you false hope about something you
would like to do. Overspending will be a
prime concern today. Learn to say no.

Libra

{Sept 23 - Oct 22)

Take a much-needed break and concen-
trate on relaxing and having fun. A proj-
ect you are working on will tum out better
than you thought.

Scorpio

{Oct 23 - Nov 21)

Someone you five with will not be honest
with you, so don't bother trying to get
information there today. Someone you
are close to may use unusual tactics to
manipulate how you handle a financial
matter.

oA > ok

s
Sagittarius

{Nov 22 - Dec 21) G
Follow your own path today. You can |
meet someone who will lead to an inter-
esting encounter. Travel will pay off.

Capricorn

{Dec 22 - Jan 19)

Get the work you need to finish out of the
way so that you can get on with a project
you really want to pursue. Money matters
can be misleading. Unusual circum-
stances could arise, so be careful.

Aquarius
(Jan 20 - Feb 18) :
You will find it difficult to hide your true
feelings. You can expect to undergo
change that may not initially be to your
liking, but in the long run it will be what's
best for you.

Pisces

(Feb 19-Mar 20)

Your involvement with institutions or goy-
ernment agencies may be a little unnerv-
ing. You may want to check with an addi- i
tional source.

i
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fur Trade & Invest:

@
MoneyGram

Head Office:
Tek+967 1206813
FaK: +967 1 206579

The fastest way to send and
receive money worldwide.

AL-HAMD FOR
EXCHANGE.

SANA'A, Al-Tahreer St.
Tel:286562, 273069
Hadda st.Near Al-Komaim
center. Mobile: 73775335.

Situation
Y Vacant
BRequierd:1)

electrical engineer,
five years exp
Yemeni nationality
graduate in
electrical , English
& computer
proficiency , 2)
A Technician
(Electical)

Yemeni nationality,
five years
exp.contact:send
your C.V to 0l
440415
BMRequierd for a
leader company :1)a

contractar or
engineer in
excavation about
water ,2) 3

secretaries (female)
with english spoken
and computer,
3)accounting
trainers
contact:73818132
MRequierd :a
translator from
arabic to English
and English to
Arabic Done by
Teacher from U.K
only in Taiz : pls
contact 73605146

B Requierd for A
reputed company A

fm ™ O ™™

well qualified
Yemeni sale
manager for their

tender activities, pls
contact
e-mail:whatacat@
softhome.net
B Requierd for the
meridian Institute of
English and
computer ,  Six
English teachers ,
three computer
teachers pls
contact:73212872
S B Required for a
reputed
company,an
experienced secretary
Jknowing independint
Englis/Arabic corres
pondence and proficiant
incomputers (Female) Po
box 3898email:
whatacat@softhome .net
B Required a civil
engineer, well qualified in

English and computer.
Please contact at:
71145887.

B Required for a reputed
company, a Tagalog
speaking executive

Freight
Customs
Transport
Packing

P.O. Box: 5586 - Sana’a- YR
Tel: +967-1-444550-441935/6
Fax: +967-1- 444540
Email:worldlinkone@y.net.ye

ud__ﬁ_‘&’
R
. . -

Asiadli Ay ggend! - slaie 0OAT 2
ATV -£££00. ££V4T0 /N ndild
+4TV-)—£££0 8. 1 uSD
worldlinkone@y.net.ye : ;g3

B Al-Nasim Cargo
Forwarders for packing,
customs clearance, domestic

& international forwarding air

& sea. Contact: Al-Nasim
cargo forwarder.
Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel:

275903 / 216048 / 407905

B ITS Global Logistics, Tel:
967-1-218142 (5 lines) Fax:
967-1209940. Email:
itsgroup@y.net.ye
itsglobalogistic @y.net.ye P. O.
Box 25159, Sana’a., R.O.Y.
Business Development,
73217750, Customer Service:

73212272 Operations:
73217752 Exemptions
73214700. Global Logistic

Solutions International Fright
Forwarding (Land/Sea/ Air).
Weather  Proof  Packing,
Removals & Warehousing
International ~ Door-to-door
services (Worldwide). Customs
clearance, Exemptions,
www.ITSGLOBALOGISTICS.
COM

B YEMEN PACKING &
FORWARDING
CO.(YEMPAC CARGO) Tel:
967-1-208898, Fax: 967-1-
208897

E-mail: yempac@ y.net.ye.
Operations: 408518/7904603

B Red Sea
Packing,General
Trading Agency.(Circle
International). Packing,
Travels, Forwarding,
Custom Clearance,
Copiers, Faxes, Stencil
Duplicators, Copy
printers. Tel: 264089
/090/124 Fax: 00967-1-
264104/417387. Email:
redsea@y.net.ye. Hadda
Complex B. 6. P.O.
Box:19227,Sana’a, ROY.

B Al-Nasim Travel &
Tourism. For domestic
&  international  air
tickets with price busters
all airlines.
Tel: 219890/ 270750
Alkumaim Trading
Center Hadda st.

Global Logistic Solutions
International Fright Forwarders
(Land/Sea/Air). Weather Proof

Packing, removals &
Warehousing International
Door-to-door services
(Worldwide). Customs

clearance, Exemptions.

Sales & Mkt: 408517/
73208898,

Clearance: 408518.

secretary (male/female)
fluent in English
correspondence and

Computers.Good salary.
Please post CV to 3898 or
email: whatacat@
softhome.net

u Al-Safeer for
Translation & Languages
is seeking for a good

command in English/
Translation and a
professional  keyboard

ability. Please contact at:
275493/71654101
Zubairy st. opp. Yemenia.
MRequired for a reputed
company, an experienced

secretary knowing
independent English/
Arabic correspondence
and proficient in
computers (female).
Please contact Post Box
3898 or e-mail:

whatacat@ soft home.net.
B Yemeni Secretary good
experience and public
relations. Contact:
73566232 .

W Tailors good experience
by commission or salary.
Contact: 73566232.

B Leading trading,
contracting & Inv.Co,
seeking for a female
secretary  2-3  years
experience, fluent in
Arabic and English
expert in
computer/internet, and
typing, please send your
C.V. to Fax No. 01-
509059 Sana'a

Job Seekers

B Musheer Ismael
Almowllad, bachelor
degree  in languages,
Arabic and translation
Department , working in
translation, have good

experince in computers,
please contact :71150488
email:Al-musheer98 @
hotmail.com
BWAbduh naji
graduate from
university,
specialiazation.
contact : 73868522

W Skilled young man on
cars driving, good in
English language and

yahya,
thamar
English
please

computers , like to work
at Embassies or foreign
firms , please contact :
173630770

EMShamlan Nasser Al-
Awadhi , bachelor degree
in business
administration have
Toefl test in English
.diploma in computer
science .experince in
administration,sales,

accounts , managing pls
contact 71922020
673280 .

W Abduh Alzakari,holding

a bachelor of arts, English
department, experience in
driving, looking for a job
in tourism.pls contact
73868522

EmMazen Abdullah B.A
degree in english
language, good computer
skills, want to work in
private school ,please
contact : tel:73502369
WAl Al-Kadas, Bachelor
in translation / Mosul
university -Iraq,proficiant
in dealing with most of
computer programs, pls
contact :278325.

M Translation services .
we are offering quality,

£l 3 Jaad g L s
o ot pdll 89 (13,08
oudliall

Ao il QLY gasill ala

accuracy and authentic
language (Arabic-English
- Russian ) with special
expertise in NGO and
development issues. pls
contact:415-307.
BBachelor of  art's
English  specialization,
driving ability, looking for
a job in a travel comapny
pls contact:7386522.
BDeploma in English
froni the American inst ,
toefl, computer courses, 3

years  experiance in
Yemen and UAE ,pls
contac 73632980

B Specialist teacher in

Arabic for high school or
highr-secondary school
class only 12 period wants
to work in private school .
pls contact: 73770365

B Mech.Engineer Hassan
Al-Mzzag  .fluent in
English  ,courses = in
computer Air
conditioning ,one year
experince at an internal
comgp . pls
contact:71612294
B Ahmed mohammed
Alawadi, Bachelor in
managment Scince
accountancy ,Deploma in
secretary ,good in coputer
application wants to work
in his specialization
,contact 71794571

HMAdel Ahmed .taiz
Bachelor in business
Administration

certificates in computer
programs,good in English
proficient in services &
goods marking
contactTel:04/223497
email:a_del2000 @
hotmail.co

Real Estate

B for rent: Furnished villa
with  Beautiful small
garden at Sakania_Hadda
for int . Personnel ,sitting
.dinning, Mafrag,maid and
two Master bed rooms it is

Safe . Contact Mustafa:
73416400 .
W For sale:Building

located at crater(ADEN),
in front of tele_ yemen,
next to Arwa cinema. pls
contact: 73524337

B For rent 3 story villa
with basment and garden.
behind moka building,
next to the Amircan office
for En .prepration . Tel
:240332/260517 Hassan
taleb Tel : 240332

B For rent a five-floor
modern building in Al-
Ribat St. near to Al-
Qadisia roadcross and can
be used as a university or
a hospital. Please contact
at:  467831/2/3/4, Fax
467835.

W For rent two story +f.
basement villa. Ground
floor open floor plan,
large reception area, liv.
rm., dining rm., large
kitchen. 2nd floor, master
suite, 5 bd. rms 5 bths,
and garden ,excellent
finishing. monthly rent $
I, 600 Haddah area.
Please contact Ahmed
Muraisi: 73802855.

BFor sale:Audi 80 in
good  condition  full
automatic, pls contact
Dr.Shakeel 73812799.
EFor sale Suzuki
(vitara) 1995 , in a very
good condition.pls
contact:73580897

M For sale,Nissan petrol
1996 ,154000
Km,7,500%.excelent
condition owned by
diplomatic  contact
73111943 / 225564.

| For sale: Nissan
pathfinder good
condition, 6,000 $,
customs unpaid. contact
73217350

W For sale:Full automatic
Lancer 2001,49000 km ,
in excelent condition,
only 9500 $ , pls contact
71145887.

MW For sale: Toyota Prado,
1998, in a very good
condition. Customs to be
settled by buyer.
Interested persons to
present their bids in

Travels

UL (U Travel
Dok pdtad] (om so

The one stop
travel shop

P.0.Box 19254, Sana'a, Tel.
210028,40072273, Fax: 400555

E-mail: murjan @ griffin-ltd.com

closed envelopes within 2
weeks as from the date of
publishing of this ad. to
the Royal Netherlands
Embassy in Sana'a. For
further information:
421800.

B For sale Toyota Camry,
StationWagon, in a very
good condition and price
is negotiable. Please
contact Jamal: 73706820.
BFord Expedition in
Excellent condition
while color 35000k in
good price model 2000.
Contact Abdullah Ahmed
1 71739768.

Sabre
ﬂ%&mg mﬁ

We develop
the travel
Business
Please call
01-500690

(Six lines) for

Free
Hardware

Free
Installations

Free

Training

Free User
Guide Book

Free
Maintenance

twork..

Sabre A Travel
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We do not make the
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Mobie: 7903445, PO Box: 8130,
Hodeidahi Branch: Tel, 2013712
Email: cnp@y netye
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nformation Technelogy
Experts

150 9001 Certified.
Tel:503866
We site:
WWW.
yemensoft.net

A'safe Smart
Cr Secmiy oo

Car Ala
System

Radman Electronincs

& Engineering
The Latest Technology
in car alarm to proctect

your car against theft
and Anti-Car Hi-jacking.
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E-mail: falak@y.net.ye

AL-FALA

Exclusive Importer & Distributors ot
Computers / Spare, Accessories Ribbons,
Laser Toner & Ink cartridges

Home Page: y.net.yeffalak Telefax:216721 - Tel:2194670 - 219610 - 7344540-73880097 P.0.Box 19398-Cr: 73880097
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WFor sale PI with internet
modem, compaq made.
original.good condition,
price(25,000) YR, neg
otiable. conatct 73810416
B For sale PIII in a very

good condition 512 Ram,
500 mhz, 20Gb hard disk,

Abdulla Ahmed, Mobile:
71176455

1.7 GHz, 30 GB hard
disk, cd Rom, DVD, Cd

cd Rom, prize $250 not M For sale: A lap top Dell writer, , please contact on

ready for

please contact

negotiation,
Mr.

company P4, in a very
good condition, 512 Ram,

: 71286716.

Dear Advertisers,

Place your ad, and help public save money
by your competitive price
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Frontier spirit needed for
rebuilding Iraq’s railways

BY RAJU GOPALAKRISHNAN

he railway station at Sheik

Dari used to be a vibrant

and picturesque stop just

outside  of  Baghdad,

admired by hundreds of
train passengers everyday.

Now the single-storey yellow brick
station is a forlorn sight, its doors
pulled out, windows smashed and furni-
ture and electrical fittings stolen.

“What they couldn’t take, they
broke,” said stationmaster Hashim
Shakir, describing the attack last sum-
mer in the wave of lawlessness after
Saddam Hussein was overthrown.
“They were Iraqis but they were
destroying Iraq.”

“We used to have six passenger trains
every day and many freight trains.

There were lots of passengers, lots of
activity,” said Shakir, standing next to
what had been his pride, the automated
signalling system.

Wrapped in jackets and mufflers to
protect them against the blustery wind
blowing down the track, he and a friend
were the only people on the platform
when the train from Baghdad — the
only one to pass by each day — pulled
up for a one-minute stop on its way
northwest to the town of Qusayba on
the Syrian border.

The console was streaked with dust
and cables had been pulled out of the
back and twisted aside.

Transformers and relays in adjoining
rooms were broken and hurled to the
ground and broken tiles and glass
shards littered the floor of the station,
35 km (20 miles) west of Baghdad.

In the heyday of early 1900s rail
travel in Iraq, trains went from Baghdad
to Istanbul and linked to the Orient
Express on the other side of
Bosphorous, going all the way to Paris
and London.

The railways were cheap and popular
in Saddam’s Iraq and used widely by
the military, but the service deteriorated
sharply in the 1990s as U.N. sanctions
ate into the economy. Last year’s U.S.
invasion led to its breakdown.

Now the U.S-backed local authority
in Iraq has earmarked about half a bil-
lion dollars to resurrect the country’s
trains. The programme is well under
way with a pioneering and somewhat
frontier spirit — there are no signals,
and messages between stations and
train drivers are often exchanged
through handwritten notes.

Most basic

“It’s the most basic form of railway
operations possible,” said Gordon Mott,
an American who is principal railway
adviser to the  Ministry of
Transportation.

Two passenger trains leave Baghdad
each morning — one for Qusayba and
the other for the southern port city of

Basra. Some freight has begun to move, A yraqi train makes a stop in the town of Sheikh Dari, north of the capital Baghdad Jan. 15. In the heyday of early
including phosphate from a mine in the  190s rail travel in Iraq, trains went from Baghdad to Istanbul and linked to the Orient Express on the other side of
western town gf Akashat: Bosphorous, going all the way to Paris and London. The railways were cheap and popular in Saddam’s Iraq and used

An international service leaves the widely by the military, but the service deteriorated sharply in the 1990s as U.N. sanctions ate into the economy. Last
northern town of Mosul for the Syrian  year’s U.S. invasion led to its breakdown. Now the U.S-backed local authority in Iraq has earmarked about half a billion
city of Aleppo once a week, but there  dollars to resurrect the country’s trains. REUTERS
are no trains between Baghdad and

An Iraqi couple travels by railway north after leaving the capital Baghdad Jan. Mosul because of secquty WOITIES.

15. In the heyday of early 1900s rail travel in Iraq, trains went from Baghdad to The Baghdaq-Mosul line passes
Istanbul and linked to the Orient Express on the other side of Bosphorous, through Saddam’s hometown of Tikrit
going all the way to Paris and London. The railways were cheap and popular ~ and other areas north of the capital
in Saddam’s Iraq and used widely by the military, but the service deteriorated  where opposition to the U.S. occupa-
sharply in the 1990s as U.N. sanctions ate into the economy. Last year’s U.S. tion is fiercest. Trains have been
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invasion led to its breakdown. Now the U.S-backed local authority in Iraq has  attacked, sometimes by bandits looking
earmarked about half a billion dollars to resurrect the country’s trains.

REUTERS

An Iraqgi views a palm grove, through a window shattered by a bullet, after leav-
ing the capital Baghdad Jan. 15. In the heyday of early 1900s rail travel in Iraq,
trains went from Baghdad to Istanbul and linked to the Orient Express on the
other side of Bosphorous, going all the way to Paris and London. REUTERS
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for quick money, sometimes in anger
against the new government.

The train services from Baghdad and
the return journeys are timed to end
well before sunset.

Mott said funds coming in would be
used for track repairs, new locomotives,
freight and oil tanker wagons, spare
parts and a communications-based train
control system which would be about
the most advanced in the world.

Some money is also being spent on
refurbishing Baghdad’s main railway
station, an imperial British-built build-
ing in the centre of the city with two
clock towers and an old, dust-covered
but working chandelier in the domed
entrance hall.

The passenger coaches are also badly
in need of repair.

But Dala Abdullah, a wrinkled, 65-
year-old woman in a black abaya gown
and headdress who was travelling to the
town of Ramadi to visit relatives, was
happy.

“The train is much safer,” she said as
the carriage swayed and rattled through
Baghdad’s suburbs, past freight wagons
in a disused train yard and a bombed
telecommunications exchange. “I am
afraid of the roadside bombs aimed at
the Americans when going by car.”

It costs 750 dinars (about 50 U.S.
cents) for a ticket on this train, whether
to an outlying suburb, to Ramadi or on
the full 350 km (250 mile) nine-hour
trip to Qusayba. The trip to Basra, 12
hours and 550 km (340 miles), costs
1,000 dinars.

“It has to be a loss-leader as the
country re-invents its industrial base,”
said Mott. “The railway has to be
improved as a prelude to revamping
industry.”

While there are grand plans to extend
services to Iran, to Turkey and to
Syria’s Mediterranean ports, he says the
primary job is to improve the basic
domestic train service.

“I have said when I leave, I'm going
by train,” Mott said in his crowded
office at Baghdad’s main railway sta-
tion. “T am going by train from here to
Europe. I am going to do it.”

Reuters
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