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Sam; a’ choseh as ASCE C headquarters

By MOHAMMED AL-QADHI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The First Conference of the
Association of the Senates,
Consultative and Equivalent Councils
in Africa and Arab World (ASCEC)
wound up last Tuesday with a state-
ment stressing the commitment of
member states in prompting democra-
cy, human rights, good governance and
the role of women.

The event, which was attended by 18
states and other European delegations
focused on the questions of human
rights, the role of civil society organi-
zations and promotion of public partic-
ipation.

In their final meeting, the delegates
approved of the platform of the associ-
ation and said in their final statement
that they are committed to implement
the decisions and recommendations of
the conference with regards to
“strengthening and enhancing demo-
cratic values, making them concrete in
their own countries as well as promot-
ing political and economic reforms.”

The statement said that these coun-
tries are committed to play a vital role
in supporting initiatives of good gover-
nance, parliament monitoring, promot-
ing decision-making based on public
participation. They also committed
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themselves to carrying out legislative
reforms, development of civil and
administrative service.

The statement also pointed out that
the member states of the ASCEC
stressed on “the pivotal role these sen-
ates, consultative and equivalent coun-
cils in promoting democracy, human
rights and encouraging the basic prin-
ciples of good governance and the role
of civil society organizations and
women’s roles in the political and
social life, protecting them against any
sort of exploitation.

The conference committed itself to
working with regional and internation-
al parliament institutions in promoting
democracy, freedoms and standing by
the just causes of Arab and African
peoples, mainly the Palestinian cause;
they condemned the Israeli atrocities
and brutal acts against the Palestinian
people with whom they expressed sol-
idarity to achieve its goals in establish-
ing its own state with Jerusalem as its
capital.

The statement also said the associa-
tion members states support the politi-
cal initiatives and efforts meant to has-
ten the leave of the occupying forces in
Iraq, replacing them with UN troops,
handing power to the Iragi people.

They also said that they are against
the setting up of political parties or eth-
nic, religious or sectarian bases and
that they support all efforts made to
reach peaceful resolutions in some
African countries hit by conflicts.

The member states chose Sana’a as
the main headquarters of the associa-
tion which was set up in 2002.

President Ali Abdullah Saleh inau-
gurated the opening session of the
event in which he called on the coali-
tion forces in Iraq to leave the country
immediately, putting the regime of
Saddam Hussien partially accountable
for the occupation.

He said that the excuse for which the
coalition forces invaded Iraq, the
weapons of mass destruction, has
proved untrue and for that they should
withdraw and let the Iraqi people
choose its government.

“We would like to see a peaceful
Iraq, rather than bloodshed,” he said.

He said that democracy has become
the only choice for the people at this
time, expressing refusal of reforms
imposed from outside which he said
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will not succeed.

“We should reform ourselves before
others reform us,” he said, calling the
political regimes to take the initiatives
in starting political, economic reforms
and public participation.

He said if there were elections, free-
dom of press and democracy in Iraq,
the pretext of liberating Iragi people
under which the Americans occupied
Iraq could have been thwarted despite
the fact that the “conspiracy” was
there, according to him.

He lashed out at the US double-stan-
dard policy in the Middle East incites
the hatred of Muslims and the people
of the third world countries. He
emphasized on the role the UN should
play otherwise it lose its importance.

Al-Sawany Wants “infidels” and
‘‘secularists’ to be arrested

By YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Al-Sawany, the convicted killer of
the former Assistant Secretary General
of Yemeni Socialist Party, Jar Allah
Omar, told a Sana’a court on April 26
that the authorities should arrest people
he described as seculars and infidels
and the leader of Al-Buhra sect in
Yemen.

He also denied that there is any
group or cell behind the killing of Jar
Allah Omar.

He said that he was the lone plotter
and executor of the crime.

The only person he was informed
was Abbed Kamel, the murderer of the
three American doctors.

Neither Islah nor PGC Party or the
state has anything to do with his action,
he said, adding that political parties
competed to blame the crime on each
other because it was during the elec-
tion season.

Al-Sawany demanded the trial of
Ba’athists and Nasserites as infidels.

He also demanded the arrest of rep-

resentative of Sultan of Al-Buhra in
Yemen, Mr. Salman Rasheed, and the
leader of a Sect in Yemen as well as
“Al-Taiyfeen” sect.

He also accused Islah Party of hav-
ing two currents, which were the rea-
sons behind his deviation.

The first current led by Yassin Abdul
Aziz and Dr. Mohamed Al-Yadoumi
considering them deviants and the sec-
ond current led by Sheikh Al-Zendani
and his followers, who stood silently in
front of the first current as a courtesy.

The accused revealed the brutal
treatment he had received in the past
by saying that during the four- month
interrogating period, he was continu-
ously blind-folded with his hands
cuffed, even at times to go to the bath-
room.

He declared that if he were taken
back for further interrogation, he
would abstain from talking unless he
was beaten severely and only then, he
would implicate anyone the interrogat-
ing team wanted him to.

He demanded his release and com-

Al-Sawany

pensation for the suffering and time
spend in jail and instead to jail the
leaders of Yemen Socialist Party, and
the leaders of Nasserite and Ba’ath
parties.

Blast

P

ation under control. REUTERS

Damascus

Res:dents survey the damaged building that used to house the United Nations office in Damascus, April 27 after explos:ons and gunfire rocked the Syrian
capital. Syria said on Tuesday its security forces had confronted an armed group that opened fire in an upmarket Damascus area and brought the situ-
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The inauvguratio‘n of

Cultural Festival in Taiz

YEMEN TIMES- TAIZ

The activities of Al-Saeed Cultural
Festival, as a contribution to the
national activities for Sana’a Arab
Cultural Capital, were inaugurated on
Sunday 25th April in Al-Saeed
Institute for Cultural Sciences.

The opening session of the festival,
which is scheduled to end on 8th May,

was attended by Mr. Mohamed
Abdullah As-Sofi, Dean of Taiz
University; Mr. Ali Abdulkarim,

Assistant Secretary-General of the
Arab League; Mr. Monir Said Ana’am,
representive of the Al-Saeed Group

and Mr. Faisal Fare’a, General
Manager of As-Saeed Institute.

Poetry evening sessions and art
exhibitions were some of the major
activities that had taken place in the
festival.

In the framework of the festival
activities, the 2nd Taiz International
Exhibition for Books and Information
Technology, was opened on
Wednesday 28th April. '

On 29th April, as an activity of the
festival, prizes commemorating the
late Hael Saeed Ana’am were present-
ed to winners in literacy and science
fields.

Union of Yemeni Writers
declares Solidarity with Writer

The High Administrative Board of the
Taiz branch of the Union of Yemeni
Writers issued on 25th April a state-
ment condemning the administration
of Taiz University for denying the
writer Boshra Al-Magqtari a position
because of her political allegiance.

In its statement, the union condemned
such action a “violation of human
rights”, asserting that such action is

preventing society from getting the
benefit of such highly qualified peo-
ple.

Urging the sincere citizen to announce
their solidarity with Ms.Al-Magqtari,
the union declared its demands to be:
- that the university be allowed to be
a zone of freedom and respect.

- the adoption by the university
administration of a fair hiring

policy based on qualification not
political affiliation.

According to the union’s statement,
Ms. Al-Magqtari’s employment by the
university as an Assistant. Professor
has been delayed for 4 consecutive
years because of her political beliefs,
even though she is very qualified and
there is a position available in her
field.

HRITC organizes a
symposium on ctvil society
in the Arabian Peninsula

As part of their activities in the
region, and as an attempt to strengthen
the abilities and capacities of civil
society institutions in the region and to
create new horizons for cooperation,
the Human Rights Information and
Training Center (HRIC) is organizing a
symposium that is scheduled to take
place in Taiz during the period of 4-5
May, 2004.

The agenda consists of 4 pivots:

- challenges, such as independency
and relationship with official institu-
tions that are facing the region’s civil
society institutions.

- privacy

- The social and political chal-

lenges that are facing the traditional
tribal system.

- Finding an appropriate mecha-
nism to establish cooperation and coor-
dination among such institutions.

Thirty-five participants are expected
to attend the symposium meetings,
representing nine Arab states: Kuwait,
Bahrain, KSA, UAE, Oman, Qatar,
Yemen, Egypt and Palestine.

In a press release, Mr. Ezuddin Al-
Asbahi, Director of the Center, assert-
ed that the main goal of the symposium
is to come out with a vision for future
cooperation that will enable civil soci-
ety in the region to develop and meet
the challenges facing them.

Middle East needs
world partners

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

A seminar was under the title, “The
Middle East and the World” which
studied Yemen’s vision for possible
reforms and more partnerships between
the state and the society was held April
26.

The seminar, held by Yemeni
Institute  for  Development  of
Democracy, was attended by a number
of ambassadors and interested individ-

uals. Working papers were on various
Arab, American and European initia-
tives and reform in the Arab world.

In addition, other working papers
were discussed, such as terrorism and
violence and their effects on the devel-
opment operation in the Arab world.

Other issues were 9/11, the develop-
ment of events in Palestine and Iraq,
and how to lay down a genuine part-
nership between the countries of
Middle East and countries of the world.

Photo exhibition
at Culture House

Under the auspices of the Ministry
of Culture and Tourism and the sup-
port of Haier Company for home
appliances, and as part of participation
of Taiz in the celebration of Sana’a,
the Arab Cultural Capital 2004, a
photo exhibition will be held by jour-
nalism photographer Adel al-Araigy.

The exhibition, opens during the
period 1-10 May, and is to be held at
the Culture House in Sana’a, under the
title, “The concave eye” consisting of
60 photos depicting the fascinating,
historic, tourist and breath taking
views in and from Taiz City.

Austrians visit
Taiz and Aden

By YEMEN TIMES
TA1z BUREAU

Dr. Clemens Coreth, the
Ambassador of Austria to Oman and
the non-Resident Ambassador to
Yemen, and Dr. Vavra, the director of
international relations of the Vienna
Municipality Council, visited Taiz city
recently.

During the visit, they met with
Mohamed Al-Haj, Deputy Mayor of
Taiz and Shawgi Hayel, Chairman of
Planning, Development and Financial
Committee of the Local Council, for
discussions on the cooperation
between the councils of Taiz and
Vienna.

The two visiting guests paid a visit
to the Leprosy Hospital in the city
where they were received by Dr.
Yassin Al-Qubaty, Chairman of
Association of Combating Leprosy, Dr.
Abdul Aleem Al-Samae, Vice

President of the hospital, and Dr.
Sameer  Khairy, Chairman of
Association of Combating Aids.

The two also toured Taiz City after
they had visited Al-Saeed Corporation
and library.

They expressed their admiration of
the cultural development they saw.

Also, this trip, Mr. Abdulkareem
Mutair, Chairman of the General
Investment Authority, received Mr.
Martin ~ Sasajolik,  Director  of
Economic Affairs and European
Integration at the Austrian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, for discussion of bilat-
eral relations and the horizons for their
development and enhancement.

The two sides exchanged the instru-
ments of ratification of the agreement
for the mutual promotion of invest-
ment between Yemen and Austria,
signed in Vienna on 30 May 2003.

The ceremony was also attended
Coreth.

By YEMEN TIMES STAFF

- emen’s Ministry of
Endowment and
Guidance has recently
issued a booklet enti-
y tled, “Terrorism... the
threats and means to combat it”, part
of a series of enlightenment booklets
of the Guidance Sector of the
Endowment Ministry.

The booklet, written by Shiekh
Yahya Al-Najar, Undersecretary of
Ministry of Endowment, consists of
five chapters in thirty-two pages. It
defines terrorism, its motives, charac-

Ministry of Endowment
publishes book to fight terror

teristics, threats and dangers and the
stance of Islam toward it and the
means to combat it.

The booklet deals with the role of
preachers and religious corporations
in the fight against terrorism through
the spread of Islamic values, which
call for discarding extremism and
excessiveness and for embracing for-
giveness and moderation. It also
seeks the enlightenment of citizens of
the religious, political, social, eco-
nomic and security dangers of terror-
ism.

This comes in line with the direc-
tion adopted by the government of

Yemen in the issue of dialogue with
terrorist elements. Yemen has
achieved great progress in this and at
the same time some Yemeni authori-
ties are making consultations with the
American side through the US
Embassy at Sana’a in order to devote
the path of dialogue before transfer-
ring the detainees and suspects to the
judiciary.

This step also comes following the
visits and intensive meetings of the
US Ambassador, Mr. Edmund Hull
with the officials at the Ministry of
Endowment and Guidance and
Justice.

Apollo company organizes an International exhibition

Under the auspices of H.E. Dr.
Mohamed Yahya Al-Naame, Minister
of Health and Population, Apollo
Company organized the fourth
International Exhibition for Medical
Dentistry Equipment and Accessories
at Expo Center Sana’a, May 10 to 15.

Omar Al-Nahme, Director of
Marketing at Apollo, said that the
exhibition, the most important in the
medical field, gives an opportunity for
medical companies and corporations

to show the latest production in the
medical field.

The exhibition is accompanied by
the holding several scientific and
acknowledgment including (the
national strategy to combat smuggling
and counterfeiting of drugs - the
importance of sterilization in prevent-
ing transmitting of contagious dis-
eases - and a background on tube
babies) plus others, in addition to the
hosting of international doctors and

experts.

Mr. Al-Nahme explained that the
exhibition MedFarm Yemen 2004 is
held for the fourth time at Expo
Center Sana’a ,where the previous
three were successful in terms of par-
ticipation.

The exhibition has become a tradi-
tion, held every two years. This year it
coincides with the celebrations of
anniversary of Unification of Country
on May 22.
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Vacancy

A Leading Financial Institution requires to fill

the following vacancies

Asst, Financial Manager

Requirments:- .

good rating

-Computer literate.

Advocate
Requirments:
-B.A. Holder in Law.

P.O. Box:5334

- Minimum B.A. holder in Accountancy with a very

- At least 7 years working experience in financail
departements in reputable financial Institutions.
-Good command of English Language.

-Good experience in budgetting.
-Good leadership and supervisory skills.

-Holding advocacy Liscence.
-Al least 5 years experience in commercial cases.
-Good command of English Language.

The interested candidates should provide C,V. and a
recent personal photo to the following address:-

Sana’a -Yemen:

UNDP._Candian Nexen, Yemen sign

Project Document to promote
water management and sanitation

Sana’a (UN Information
Centre— 24 April 2004) — A project
document was signed in Sana’a today,
24 April 2004, for a joint initiative
between the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP),
Canadian Nexen and the Government
of Yemen to promote water resource
management, community water sup-
ply and sanitation, and capacity build-
ing in the vicinity of Masila Block 14,
Hadhramout Governorate. According
to the project document, Canadian
Nexen commits the amount of US$ 1
million and UNDP US$ 500,000 for
this partnership.

A UN Information Center press
release said the agreement was signed
on behalf of the Government of
Yemen by Dr. Rasheed Saleh Baraba,
Minister of Oil and Minerals as well
as Abdul Kader Ali Hillal, Governor
of Hadhramout. The document was
also signed by Mr. James W. Rawley,
the UNDP Resident Representative,
and Dr. Randy Gossen, Vice President
of the Safety Environment and Social
Responsibility Department, Canadian
Nexen. The agreement is expected to
be signed by Mr. Ahmed Mohammed
Sofan, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Planning and
International Cooperation, upon his

return from abroad.

The project is intended to represent
a model approach for sound manage-
ment of rural water supply and sanita-
tion services, introducing essential
measures for water conservation and
environmental protection. It aims to
improve institutional capacity at the
govenorate, district, and community
levels, to ensure sustainable water and
sanitation management, and to devel-
op a model for long-term, sustainable
stewardship of water and sanitation
services at the community level with-
in the Masila Block 14 that potential-
ly can be replicated throughout the
country in the future. The project was
designed in close cooperation with
the UNDP supported Sustainable
Water  Resources =~ Management
Program assisted by the UN depart-
ment of Economic and Social Affairs
(UNDESA). The support and assis-
tance of the Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation (Ahmed
Mohammed Sofan, Deputry Prime
Minister and Minister of Planning and
International ~ Cooperation), the
Ministry of Oil and Minerals (Dr.
Rasheed Saleh Baraba, Minister of
Oil and Minerals), and Ministry of
Water and Environment (Dr.
Mohammed Lutf Al-Iryani, Minister

of Water and Environment), and the

direct involvement of the Governor of
Hadramout (Mr. Abdul Kader Ali
Hillal), have provided the leadership
on behalf of the Republic of Yemen to
complement the Global Compact
Partnership.

Within the framework of the UN
Secretary-General’s Global Compact
initiative, the project provides a living
example of a replicable model of joint
UN-private sector cooperation. The
project aims to achieve four comple-
mentary elements: enhancing access
to clean water for drinking and
domestic use and conserving this
scarce resource; improving health by
preventing the incidence of diseases
caused by unclean water and poor
hygiene; promoting conformity with
the principles and practices that
ensure environmental protection and
sustainability, especially with regard
to the disposal of wastewater, efflu-
ent, and solid waste; strengthening
local institutions and capacity build-
ing, particularly at the Governorate,
Local Council and community level,
to operate effectively in support of the
community-based development goals
in general, and sustainable water
resource management, supply and
sanitation services, in particular.
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On the lob for nine months

Alsoswa tries to improve Yemen’s human rights

Q: After being the Minister of
Human Rights for nine months,
have you found this position to be
challenging?

A: Being a minister can be a diffi-
cult job at any post, but being the
Minister of Human Rights can be even
more difficult. The bulk of the issues
you are dealing with are related to any
person in this country. And it is very
difficult to be able to capture the main
ideas, interests and problems of people
regarding human rights, and aware-
ness may be far from the realization of
what we are talking about when we
say human rights because we are suf-
fering from illiteracy and people do
not really understand their rights. And
even if they do, they cannot really
express their needs for their rights, so
we are faced with a special challenge.

For these main reasons and other
reasons it is not an easy job. But,
again, it is very important to start tack-
ling this issue because it’s very impor-
tant. And it is very important to me. |
have been working as an activist, if
you want to call it that, and this is the
time and place to really try to do some-
thing and make a difference.

Q: What have been some of your
responsibilities?

A: First of all, if you look at the
Yemeni constitution, which is one of
the very real constitutions in the Arab
world, the human rights declaration is
the basic root of its own legislative
system. And that puts us in front of
real challenges regarding the applica-
tion of those rights. It has the princi-
ples of the constitution, and it is very
unique. It is an obligation: It’s not a
favor for the people but a duty that we
have to perform.

What we have done to start with is
working as the main coordinating
body in this government to work with
other related ministries and agencies
whose work is actually dealing with
the question of human rights. All these
agencies and ministries are working
according to their own agendas and
policies.

What we are doing is coordinating
all the work related to the question of
human rights, especially to the viola-
tions and the misuse of human rights.
We have established a complaint
mechanism in this ministry. People
can come to us and complain about
certain actions, laws, discrimination
and so forth. We take it a step further
and have to do it by law so we guaran-
tee the rights of the people. This is
exactly what is meant by the work in
this ministry. We are really in the mid-
dle so we can pull together all the ele-
ments to guarantee that people have
their own rights according to the laws
and the established legal system.

We have established a commission
representing about eleven other min-
istries and agencies who are working
under my chairmanship so that we can
deal with the question of human rights
day-by-day. We have also established
another commission represented by
about 27 NGOs who are the people
who are reporting to us the cases of
human rights, the violations, and we

also have a regular meeting every
three months whereby we have to
review what we have done and what
things we have to tackle.

We also have other departments
which are concerned mainly with the
rights of children, women, the dis-
abled, and so forth. We have other
departments where we report on
human rights. We have to issue a
national report every year on the status
of human rights in Yemen, and we
have to answer to all the reports that
are issued by agencies, like Amnesty
International, the State Department,
Human Rights Watch, and other agen-
cies.

Q: What are some of the obstacles
you have had to face?

A: The notion of human rights did
not really come to this country as early
as other countries. Many rights and
liberties did not come to Yemen until
very recently. We have had, unfortu-
nately, a long history of other ways of
life with not really dealing with the
question of human rights. So this is
really a new way of looking at things,
a new approach.

You have to first deepen the idea
and the understanding of human rights
among the government and the people.
You have to raise awareness, not only
of the people but also of the govern-
ment offices, like the different struc-
tures of the government to make them
become aware of the way they are sup-
posed to deal with things from that
perspective. That is really a huge task.
We have to start showing that we can
accept that idea, and we have to build
on that acceptance and direct our focus
on certain issues. We have to work
very hard to establish awareness of
human rights, which is a long way to

go.

Q: There have been complaints
about detainees in Yemen not receiv-
ing fair legal procedures during the
war on terrorism. What is the min-
istry’s position on this?

A: We stand that, generally, all the
detainees have to have access to
lawyers, have to be accused legally
and have to be presented in front of a
fair, public trial. That is our stand in
Yemen. Some of the detainees that
escaped from the jail in Aden were
hunted and found again. All of these
detainees and all of the files have been
sent to the prosecutor’s office in
preparation for a trial.

After September 11 there were a
number of people who were detained
for questioning and investigation, but
now the ones that have a case with
clear accusations will go to trial. There
is also the Dialogue Committee to talk
with them because they have held cer-
tain opinions regarding people who
did not hold the same belief, the same
religious view or that they thought
other people did not deserve living.

That was a very scary thing for a
country like Yemen where it has
always been living in peace and
accepting each other. That was perhaps
the issue that people started talking
about as to why they were not given

freedom. But there was the question of
security. Can you guarantee that if
they go free they will not go out and
commit crimes and kill people on the
street? It was difficult to deal with.

As the Minister of Human Rights, 1
wish no one whatsoever to be held at
any place without a justification. With
those different approaches which were
taken to solve this particular problem
and dilemma - with part of it using the
dialogue and also taking their files to
the prosecutor’s office - we hope that
soon people will be able to witness the
trial because it will be public.

The conference on human rights
held earlier this month, which was
organized by Amnesty International
and other NGOs, was accepted to be
held in Yemen to help us and anybody
else take on the issue of this whole
general notion of security versus the
law. We are trying to find a way to
work together and be parallel with one
without the expense of the other.

In reality, it has proven to be very
difficult to achieve. But we still have
to insist there is always a place to have
people’s rights introduced before any-
thing else. Of course it is very difficult
to fight terrorism and maintain full
human rights. Sometimes it seems
impossible. But we are trying to make
it less difficult. Progress has been
made. I do not say we have solved it
fully, but progress has been made and
there will be more progress.

Q: Has the Ministry of Human
Rights tried to help Yemenis being
held at Guantanamo Bay?

A: We have tried our best. We have
not been given access to meet them or
do anything. We are responsible as a
State to take care of our own citizens
under any circumstances. We have
continued direct contact with authori-
ties of foreign affairs and the
American government. We have never
stopped facing the issue. We have
gone to all the meetings, all the con-
ferences, and so forth, to deal with it.

We are continuing our efforts. The
conference by Amnesty International
was effective to bring lawyers who
have volunteered to do something
about the issue. It was a chance for
families to know more. Some of the
families until today don’t know if their
sons are there, are alive or are dead. It
has been a very long time and a very
sad story. If you look at this whole
notion of security on the international
level and the fear of terrorism that has
been left on all of us, you can under-
stand how difficult it is.

Q: How is the ministry dealing
with women’s rights?

A: One of the problems is illiteracy.
Women in general did not have the
chance and the right to receive a nor-
mal, basic education until 1962. Forty
years of progress is not very long. It is
very little time. But it has had an
impact on the education of women in
this country, especially in the rural
areas where there are still social norms
that women should not do that and
they should be kept to do the work in
the house or on the farm.

That has been the number one prob-
lem, and it will continue until a certain
clear national strategy has been imple-
mented for the integration of women
in this country. There have been polit-
ical speeches and statements about the
life of women, but what we lack is the
implementation of this vision.

We have been working with min-
istries, NGOs, at the cabinet level, and
with the women associations which
are concerned with gender equality in
this country. Now we have seen certain
steps taken, like encouraging educa-
tion, encouraging incentives for fami-
lies to let girls go to school, building
more schools for girls in rural areas,
training many female teachers, and
encouraging families to let their girls
go to mixed schools. It has really paid
off because we have seen the number
of girls enrolled in schools increase.

Second, it is also the involvement
and the credibility of the political par-
ties accepting women as real full part-
ners in the issue of participation in vot-
ing. A large number of women have
voted, like in the last election when
there were more than three million that
went to vote. But they went to vote for
their male family members or for the
members of political parties who were
men. There was only one woman who
was elected.

That was a setback. It also shows the
realities and the promises which were
given during the election campaign.
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They were only of a political notion
not reflecting a true belief in full par-
ticipation.

That requires not only the changes
of the mentality of the society but,
most importantly, the political leader-
ship of the parties to put women as
candidates and not only to get them
only interested in having them vote for
them. All political parties have to have
a national agenda on that, or the par-
ties will put them in a position that
they say what they don’t do.

Thirdly, we need to look at the leg-
islative body of this country and see if
there is any discrimination against
women. We think that there isn’t
much, except in certain laws. But what
happens is that, for example, in the
constitution most of the rules related to
human rights, like the rights to work,
the rights for salaries, and so forth, are
not really the problems. The problem
is that there is no application for it.

For example, while the constitution
is calling for equality, regardless of
gender, in reality we don’t see women
represented at least to even a very
symbolic portion in society. Some say
that it is too early and things will come
so why should women rush? But we
don’t say that when it comes to appli-
cations of newly introduced ideas.

We are not denying that if you look
at the situation of women ten years
ago it is not the same today. There has
been progress. Ten years ago they

wouldn’t believe that a woman would
be able to become a judge, a lawyer, a
police officer or a pilot. They wouldn’t
think of a woman being in the struc-
ture of a political party or being a pro-
fessor in a university. These are steps
of progress.

What we still don’t see, and is a
challenge, is how to have a real differ-
ence in norms in society in the way
that people are perceiving women and
accepting them before treating them.

Q: The government is focusing
more attention on gun control and
reducing revenge among tribesmen.
Is the ministry involved in this?

A: Actually, most of the complaints
that we receive are from revenge and
people using guns. There is now a
national commission on trying to solve
ongoing revenge, and certain
provinces have agreed on a five-year
period without any revenge. Among
those provinces are some that have
been historically unsettled.

It has cost Yemen so many lives,
including children and people who
don’t know how to use guns. The gov-
ernment has taken certain action, there
are NGOs that are dealing with this,
and we have distributed information
about the misuse of weapons.

We have a big problem in this coun-
try that needs to be faced because it is
affecting the lives and human rights of
the Yemeni people.
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Commercial courts needed

By Faumia AL-FoTiH

he Ministry of Justice con-
cluded a 2-day workshop
last week to discuss the
impediments and obstacles

~ that the commercial courts
have been facing. The workshop took
place in the Higher Institute of Justice.

In the opening ceremony Mr. Adnan
Umer Al-Jefri, Minister of Justice,
delivered a welcoming speech in which
he promised that the Ministry will have
a plan in order to activate and develop
the commercial legal system in the
country and expand its activities.

He also pointed to the importance of
organizing this workshop, as it repre-
sents the importance of meeting the
partners of the Ministry of Justice, who
are interested in commercial justice
either in the private or public sector, to
discuss the obstacles that commercial
courts have been suffering from as well
as to discuss the solutions and suitable
suggestions to develop and implement
the legal system.

He also mentioned that providing an
efficient and honest justice system is
important to achieve development and
build an appropriate investment atmos-
phere.

The Minister also mentioned a group
of mechanisms and tasks related to
improving the commercial courts,
especially in providing the judges, who
should be specialists in commercial
cases, besides inventing commercial
courts and building a strong manage-
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A seminar held by Ministry of Justice on commercial judiciary

ment structure specialising in commer-
cial cases, as well as using updated
means and computer networks in this
field.

The Minister also encouraged the
participants to benefit from all the
ideas and suggestions that come up,
and that such fruitful recommendations
and decisions certainly would develop
the commercial courts’ job and help
them meet the changes and circum-
stances Yemen lives in and through.

Judge Mohammed Abass Zabara, the
Deputy Minister of Justice, also deliv-
ered a speech in which he pointed out
the importance of commercial courts as
the main bases to attract and bring
investors to Yemen.

He displayed a number of executive
procedures that the Ministry has adopt-
ed, such as preparing detailed pro-
grams concerning improving the com-

mercial courts and reorganizing the
departments and branches of the com-
mercial courts, besides continuing the
training of judges through organizing a
number of workshops.

He also mentioned that the commer-
cial courts had got more attention since
the First Conference on the Judiciary
and was considered one of the priories
of the Minister of Justice.

Then the participants started to dis-
cuss the paper submitted by the
Ministry of Justice, which included the
foundation of the commercial courts in
Yemen as well as a number of cases
related to the field of justice.

A number of interested bodies,
banks, private sector, the lawyers’
union, businessmen, chambers of com-
merce and industrial unions, along
with a number of specialist academics,
participated in the workshop.
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A scene of audience attending the seminar
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Iraqi police deploy in
force in Falluja

FALLUIJA, Iraq, April 27 (Reuters) -
Hundreds of Iraqi police fanned out on
the streets of the restive town of Falluja
on Tuesday but the police commander
said it was not clear when they would
begin joint patrols with besieging U.S.
forces.

An agreement between the U.S.-led
administration and Falluja civic leaders
set a Tuesday deadline for insurgents to
hand over heavy weapons and said joint
patrols between U.S. Marines and police
in the city would resume “as early as”
Tuesday.

The police chief told Reuters he was
waiting for news from the Americans on
whether they would join his men.

Witnesses said the number of police
on the streets was much larger than at
any time since U.S. Marines began a
siege of the city on April 5. Insurgents
have met attempts by U.S. forces to
probe into the town with heavy firing.

“We have increased the number of
police on the streets on this day because
the agreement goes into effect today,”
Iraqi police Colonel Sabbar al-Janabi
told Reuters.

He said he would hold talks with U.S.
officials at a military base in the out-
skirts of the city of 300,000.

A video grab image shows shows smoke rising

s

in the turbulent Iraqi town of

Falluja, April 26. Besieging U.S. forces launched air attacks on Falluja on
Monday as new fighting broke out on the ground with guerrilla fighters.

REUTERS

U.S. Army soldiers, from the 1st Cavalry division, run to a secure area after an unknown gunman shot dead an
aAmerican soldier in the Iraqi capital of Baghdad April 27, 2004 a U.S. Army officer said.

“I want to find out if we will be going
on joint patrols today.”

Witnesses said U.S. forces clashed
with insurgents in the area of a highway
north of Falluja, 50 km (30 miles) west
of Baghdad, in the early hours of
Tuesday morning.

U.S. helicopters fired rockets and the
sound of heavy artillery was also heard
during the clashes, which lasted about
one hour.

Information on casualties was not
immediately available.

Eight Iraqi guerrillas and one U.S. sol-
dier were killed in heavy fighting in one
sector of the city on Monday, U.S. offi-
cials said.

REUTERS

U.S. soldier shot near Baghdad -
witnesses

A U.S. soldier was shot on Tuesday as
troops patrolled a bus and taxi station on
the eastern outskirts of Baghdad, wit-
nesses said.

A soldier from the Iraqi Civil Defence
Corps and a translator who were in the
patrol said the soldier suffered fatal
wounds. There was no immediate com-
ment from the U.S. military in Baghdad.

The witnesses said gunmen on
rooftops fired assault rifles at the patrol,
triggering a gunbattle. There were no
other known casualties. _

U.S. forces sent reinforcements and
conducted house searches in the area,
the witnesses said.

Iran’s military supervising
nuclear experts-sources

VIENNA, April 27 (Reuters) - Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards are overseeing
some 400 nuclear experts in order to
prevent further leaks of sensitive infor-
mation about Tehran’s atomic facili-
ties, an Iranian exile and informed
diplomats said.

Alireza Jafarzadeh, who disclosed in
August 2002 that Iran had a hidden
uranium enrichment facility at Natanz
and a heavy water plant at Arak, told
Reuters his new information came
from the same sources who told him
about Natanz and Arak.

“According to the latest information
I have from well-placed sources inside
Iran, some 400 nuclear experts are now
under the control and supervision of
the Revolutionary Guards,” he said.

The Revolutionary Guards were set
up after the 1979 Islamic Revolution as
a force dedicated to protecting the rev-
olution. It works in parallel with the
regular army and its head is appointed
directly by Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei. Jafarzadeh was a
spokesman for the exiled opposition
group National Council of Resistance
of Iran before the United States, which
lists it as a terrorist organisation,
closed the NCRI’s Washington office
last year. He is now president of the
Washington-based Strategic Policy
Consulting Inc.

The United States accuses Iran of
using its atomic energy programme as
a front to build the bomb, and insists
the Iranian military is intimately
involved in Tehran’s nuclear activities.
Tehran denies this, saying it is a civil-
ian programme dedicated to the peace-
ful generation of electricity.

Since August 2002, the U.N.
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) has been attempting to verify
Tehran’s statements that its nuclear
programme is entirely peaceful.
However, Tehran has consistently
withheld information from the IAEA
about potentially weapons-related
technology.

A diplomat who follows Iran’s
nuclear programme told Reuters the
guards’ supervision of the nuclear pro-
gramme was not new. “Since a long
time ago, the Revolutionary Guards
have taken over supervision of all the
nuclear activities and have trained
some of their people to work there,”
the diplomat said.

“There are hundreds of them” now
working at nuclear sites up and down
the country, the diplomat said. He said
they have placed some sites “off lim-
its” to personnel they do not trust.

Iran’s ambassador to the United
Nations in Vienna, Pirooz Hosseini,
told Reuters: “T have not heard such
information. I don’t think we should
put too much emphasis on such news.”

Revolutionary guards want a-
bomb

Other diplomats told Reuters it was
no secret that the Revolutionary
Guards were one of the most powerful
hardline elements inside Iran. Unlike
many of the reformists who oppose
building an atom bomb, the diplomats
said the Revolutionary Guards want to
Tehran to build a bomb as soon as pos-
sible.

The guards have even forced some
personnel changes inside the Iranian
Atomic Energy Organisation, the
diplomats said.

Jafarzadeh also said that the arrest of
two atomic experts last week was part
of an overall crackdown on employees
working inside the Iranian nuclear
industry to prevent further leaks to the
NCRI and other whistle-blowers.

Iran’s intelligence minister denied
that the two men had been arrested for
passing on atomic secrets to foreign-
ers.

Jafarzadeh declined to say whether
the atomic experts were linked to the
NCRI, but warned that all “patriotic
people who oppose the Iranian regime”
working inside Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme are in danger of being arrest-
ed.

Israeli troops kill two
militants in West Bank

TULKARM, West Bank, April 27
(Reuters) - Israeli troops killed two
Palestinian militants in the West Bank
on Tuesday as security was tightened
inside Israel to prevent attacks during
the Independence Day holiday.

Days before a crucial referendum of
the prime minister’s right-wing Likud
party on a “disengagement plan” to
abandon the Gaza Strip, political sources
say a big militant strike could harm Ariel

Sharon’s chances of pushing it through.
But tough military action might bol-
ster his chances of winning over a party
reluctant to give up any land captured by
Israel during the 1967 Middle East War.
“I hope that during the next
Independence Day we will be in the
middle of the disengagement process,”
Sharon told a military ceremony.
Palestinian witnesses said Israeli
troops opened fire on armed militants at

A Palestinian boy runs for cover as youths throw stones at Israeli army

jeeps during clashes after the Israeli army raided the refugee camp of the
West Bank town of Tulkarm April 27, 2004. Israeli troops killed two
Palestinian militants in the West Bank on Tuesday as security was tightened
inside Israel to prevent attacks during the Independence Day holiday.

Reuters

Tulkarm refugee camp in the West Bank,
killing two Hamas gunmen. The group
has sworn massive revenge for Israel’s
killing of two top leaders in less than a
month.

Israeli military sources said soldiers
identified three gunmen approaching
them and shot them before they had a
chance to fire back. Palestinians evacu-
ated a wounded gunman to hospital but
troops later took him away in an Israeli
ambulance.

The latest deaths bring to at least 34
the number of Palestinians killed by
Israel troops since the assassination of
Hamas leader Abdel-Aziz al-Rantissi on
April 17. Militants have killed one
Israeli border policeman over the same
period.

Hamas, sworn to destroying Israel and
behind scores of suicide bombings, has
vowed to step up attacks to avenge
Israel’s killing of Rantissi and spiritual
leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin.

“If there was a big attack it would not
help Sharon,” said one senior political
source.

Polls indicate approval for Sharon’s
plan, which calls for uprooting all
Jewish settlements in Gaza and four of
120 in the West Bank, is far from guar-
anteed by the traditionally pro-settler
Likud party.

A survey on Friday showed 49 per-
cent of the party’s 200,000 members in
favour and 39.5 percent against.

Sharon, whose plan was endorsed by
U.S. President George W. Bush during a
visit to the White House this month,
could suffer a major blow should the
proposal be voted down on May 2.

But the Israeli leader has signalled he
would still take it to parliament, where
he would have a better chance of suc-
cess.

Sharon says a Gaza withdrawal will
improve Israel’s security after three and
a half years of fighting with Palestinians.
But many in the Likud oppose ceding
any land and have branded the proposed
pullout a “reward for terror”.

Palestinians see Sharon’s plan as a
ruse to annex large swathes of West
Bank territory they want for a state.

Gaddafi supporter
causes security
scare at EU

Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi (L) is welcomed by European Commission President Romano Prodi (R) in Brussels

April 27. Gaddafi is on a two-day official visit to Belgium and the European Union institutions — his first trip to
Europe for 15 years. Gaddafi is in the process of ending the international isolation of his country caused by Libya’s

support of terrorism in the 1980s.

BRUSSELS, April 27 (Reuters) -
An over-enthusiastic  supporter of
Libya’s Muammar Gaddafi, dressed
as a security guard, caused a scare at
the European Commission headquar-
ters on Tuesday when his hero arrived
for a ground-breaking visit.

Wearing an earpiece and lapel
badge, the man approached Gaddafi
from behind as the Libyan leader was

shaking hands with Commission
President Romano Prodi and tried to
hand him a letter.

Apparently fearing an attack by a
dissident, Belgian security men hus-
tled him away as he shouted “Gaddafi,
Gaddafi”, and waved the letter in
front of massed cameras.

The man, who gave his name as
Khalid al-Moutaani, said he was the

REUTERS

head of a Brussels-based Arab-
African Immigrant Child Support
Committee and wanted to present a
letter supporting the European
Union’s opening to Libya, long an
international pariah.

“I wish Libya and all of the Arab-
African world can profit from the
opening that Europe is offering
Gaddafi,” he told Reuters.
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S.Koreans raise $9 million
for North blast victims

SEOUL, April 27 (Reuters) - South
Korean citizens and public servants
have donated $9 million to victims of
last week’s fiery blast at a train station
in North Korea that killed at least 161
people, many of them schoolchildren,
charity organisers said on Tuesday.

The funds raised by charities, media
outlets and local government bodies
are in addition to the $1 million in
emergency aid supplies pledged by the
South Korean government.

South Koreans need formal permis-
sion to visit communist North Korea,
with which the South has been techni-
cally at war since their 1950-53 con-
flict.

Aiding the North is technically ille-
gal under strict anti-communist securi-
ty laws.

Buildings and houses are seen destroyed following a huge blast in Ryongchon in a picture released by Korea Central
News Agency April 26,. At least 161 people were killed and hundreds injured in last week’s blast.

South Korea’s three major television
broadcasters — KBS, MBC, and SBS
— have raised a combined 210 million
won ($182,000) since they mounted an
appeal in the wake of Thursday’s
explosion at Ryongchon, near the
North’s border with China, officials
said.

An official at KBS said the money
would be handed to South Korea’s Red
Cross to buy relief goods for
Ryongchon victims. Twenty-five local
governments, including the Seoul
Metropolitan government, have set tar-
gets for civil servant donations of 350
million won ($303,300), a Seoul gov-
ernment official said.

Local authorities run similar cam-
paigns to help victims of floods, fires
and typhoons in South Korea

REUTERS

Korean Sharing Movement, a coali-
tion of 40 civic groups, said it had
tapped its coffers to assemble 10 billion
won ($8.67 million) worth of goods
and planned to send them by ship to
North Korea via China on Wednesday.

South Korean officials travelled to
the North Korean border city of
Kaesong on Tuesday to try to negotiate
with the reluctant North the direct over-
land shipment of aid supplies. North
Korea said on Monday it preferred to
receive aid from the South by sea.

The blast took place at the
Ryongchon station near the border
between China and North Korea last
Thursday, killing at least 161 people
and injuring some 1,300, international
relief agencies said.

New, small Afghan national

army on parade in Kabul

KABUL, April 27 (Reuters) - The
squeaking Soviet-era tanks were freshly
painted in U.S.-style military colours.
Thousands of goose-stepping Afghan
soldiers in crisp new uniforms saluted in
time. A force of female police made a
historic debut.

A National Day parade in front of
Kabul’s yellow and white Eid Gar
mosque on Tuesday reflected a small but
historic milestone in a year when U.S.-
backed President Hamid Karzai has
struggled to tame mounting unrest across
much of the country.

Inspecting thousands of soldiers under
tight security, Karzai and Defence
Minister Mohammad Qasim Fahim stood
in a convoy of new Russian-built vehi-
cles, an ironic twist on a day Afghanistan
celebrated the overthrow 12 years ago of
the Soviet-installed Communist govern-
ment.

The Afghan National Army, which has
doubled to nearly 10,000 soldiers from
2003 but remains woefully short of a
U.S.-set target of 70,000, sported new
uniforms with bright white belts, replac-
ing Russian-style fatigues.

“Building up our army and deploying
the army into the provinces has been the
achievement of the past year and we
want to continue that,” Fahim said in a
speech.

A small band of female police
marched by, a near revolution in a coun-
try where women were prevented from
showing their faces in public under
Taliban rule only three years ago.

National Day celebrates the victory of
the holy war, or “jihad”, against Soviet
occupation on April 27, 1992, when
President Najibullah’s Communist gov-
ernment fell and Afghan anti-Soviet
mujahideen took control of Kabul.

“This is a day that we won our victory
to defeat our enemy,” shouted 38-year-
old Ainullah, a former mujahideen who
marched in the parade, a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade launcher on his shoulder.

But underlining the army’s limited
resources, most of the equipment
remains Soviet-issue, reflecting a decade
of support for a puppet Afghan govern-
ment after the 1979 invasion.

Soviet-era helicopters thundered over-
head. A battalion of old Russian tanks,

freshly painted in U.S.-style brown and
beige, clattered over pavements and sol-
diers marched with AK-47 rifles in their
hands. Two Scud missiles even made an
appearance.

Security forces were on alert. U.S.
bodyguards in a black SUV shadowed
Karzai’s jeep around the makeshift
parade ground and U.S. troops and
NATO-led international peacekeepers
were deployed on buildings in the area.

FRESH VIOLENCE

As Fahim spoke, details emerged of
fresh violence in the insurgency-gripped
south, where remnants of the Taliban
militia overthrown by U.S.-led forces in
late 2001 have launched a wave of
attacks in recent weeks before elections
in September.

Senior police official General Salim
Khan said Taliban remnants killed two
local aid workers late on Monday in the
restive province of Kandahar.

The attack on the office of the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Assistance in Panjwai district was car-
ried out at the same time as another raid
on the district’s police headquarters, he
said.

The Taliban have declared their own
“jihad” against local and international
aid workers, government officials and
foreign troops based in Afghanistan,
while factional clashes in the north and
west are another security headache.

The violence cast a shadow over the
victory parade in east Kabul, much of
which remains in ruins after a civil war
that followed the fall of Najibullah.

“This is one of the happiest days in the
history of Afghanistan. We are celebrat-
ing the victory of beating the Russians,
but I still have concerns,” said Hassan
Khan, 35, who fought against the Soviet
army in northern Afghanistan.

“Today there is no real security, any-
where “ he said.

More than 650 people have been killed
in attacks, mostly in the south and east,
since last August as Karzai struggles to
extend his authority beyond Kabul. The
U.S. military says a spring offensive by
militants is gaining momentum.

The U.S. leads some 15,500 foreign
troops hunting al Qaeda and Taliban mil-
itants in Afghanistan, while about 6,300
NATO-led peacekeepers are mainly sta-
tioned in Kabul.

April 27.

Afghanistan’s Heavy Weaponry parade to mark the 12th anniversary of the
Mujahideens (or holy warriors) victory over the communist regime, in Kabul

REUTERS

India’s BJP says still

confident of winning polls

NEW DELHI, April 27 (Reuters) -
India’s ruling Hindu nationalist-led
coalition brushed aside exit polls
showing the opposition fast catching
up in an election race, saying on
Tuesday it would make strong gains in
the final rounds of voting.

India has held three rounds of a five-
stage election, the world’s largest dem-
ocratic exercise involving 670 million
voters, that pits the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led coalition against the
Congress Party.

“This is not bad news,” said Prakash
Javdekar, a BJP spokesman, referring
to TV exit polls.

“These were phases where we were
supposed to lose some seats,” he said
of the first three stages. ’

“But the next two phases are ours.
They are our strongholds and we have
to do well. We don’t have doubts about
winning a majority,” he said referring
to the final rounds on May 5 and 10.

Exit polls after the close of the third
round of voting on Monday said the
BJP and its allies were still ahead of
Congress but they could fall short of
the halfway mark of 273 seats needed
to form a government in the 545-mem-
ber lower house of parliament.

The country’s main Bombay share
index fell nearly three percent early on
Tuesday on predictions of political
uncertainty but later recovered margin-
ally. Federal bonds also wilted in early
morning deals on the news.

The Congress party, headed by
Italian-born Sonia Gandhi, said it was
not surprised by the exit polls.

“This was what was envisaged from
the beginning,” party spokesman Jaipal
Reddy said.

“This means the Congress and its
allies may win a majority. The BJP
began its campaign with a bluster and
are now finding themselves in a flus-
ter.”

The ruling coalition won 306 seats in

An Indian Border Security Force soldier stands guard among Kashmiri vot-
ers in Chadoora, west of Srinagar, April 26. Polling booths were open in

more than 135 constituencies for the third round of the vote, from the finan-
cial hub of Bombay to the northern state of Uttar Pradesh and the violence-

hit Kashmir Valley, the heart of Jammu and Kashmir.

the last election in 1999. Opinion polls
conducted before this election varied
widely, but almost all predicted the
BJP and its allies would get a majority.

That now seems in doubt.

The latest exit polls said the BJP,
which is campaigning on a platform of
development and peace, was still
expected to form the next government
by attracting small, regional parties
and produce a wafer-thin majority.

Polls show Congress, helped by
high-profile campaigning of Sonia
Gandhi’s popular daughter, Priyanka,
and son, Rahul, has been gaining
steadily through the campaign.

An average of five television exit
polls tallied by the Times of India gave
the ruling coalition 140 of the 276 seats
in which votes have been cast so far,

REUTERS
down 33 from 1999, and Congress and
its allies 100 seats, a gain of 28 seats.

Based on a combination of exit and
opinion polls, television stations fore-
cast anywhere between 235 to 279
seats for Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s BJP and its current coali-
tion partners.

But in a sign of a close contest, polit-
ical analysts also say that among the
regions voting in the final stages are
two Hindi heartland states that the BJP
won in state polls in December and
were expected to back the party this
time as well.

Votes will be counted and results
announced on May 13.

Opinion Polls have a mixed record
in India with voter patterns varying
sharply in different constituencies.

South Africa celebrates
10 years of democracy

PRETORIA, April 27 (Reuters) - A
proud South Africa celebrated 10 years
of democracy on Tuesday, marking a
decade since the end of apartheid and
its first all-race elections with a presi-
dential inauguration and parties round
the world.

Thabo Mbeki, whose African
National Congress was re-elected for
the third time in a landslide victory two
weeks ago, was expected to be sworn
in for his second term of office at
around 0820 GMT, watched by over
100 international dignitaries.

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth was
among the first to congratulate Mbeki,
who succeeded Nelson Mandela, icon
of the anti-apartheid struggle, as presi-
dent in 1999.

“2004 is a special year for South
Africa, commemorating 10 years since
the end of apartheid. As you celebrate
your national day, I have much pleas-
ure in sending my warmest best wish-
es,” the Queen said in a statement.

Mbeki’s inauguration fell on the
anniversary of South Africa’s first
democratic elections, held on April 27,
1994, which saw Mandela elected as
the country’s first black president in
polls that ended centuries of oppres-
sion by whites.

Many feared those polls would trig-
ger the kind of bloody ethnic violence
or autocratic rule that has dogged so
many other countries on achieving
independence.

But the “Rainbow Nation™ has large-
ly defied the doomsayers.

On Monday, the country’s second
largest black political group, the
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP), formally
withdrew a legal challenge alleging
irregularities in this month’s polls, cit-
ing the importance of national unity.

“It was never our intention to spoil
the celebrations of our fist decade of
democracy,” said IFP leader

Mangosuthu Buthelezi, adding that all
South Africans should look forward
“with hope in our hearts and courage to
the next chapter of our country’s histo-
ry.”

That chapter presents South Africa

‘with huge challenges as it enters its

second decade of democracy, not least
a devastating HIV/AIDS epidemic that
affects one in nine of the population,
steep unemployment and high levels of
violent crime.

Mbeki’s inauguration at Pretoria’s
Union Buildings — a hilltop citadel
bequeathed by the British Empire —
was expected to be a more low-key

affair than that of Mandela in 1994,
which was attended by hundreds of
dignitaries, thousands of ordinary
South Africans and much of the
world’s media.

Most countries oustide Africa are
sending low-level delegations this
time, which some said reflected the
confidence the international communi-
ty now had in the country.

Officials say the party will neverthe-
less be the largest South Africa has
staged since 1994, featuring a giant
open-air concert, a military fly-by, and
celebrations at South African missions
round the world.

South African President habo Mbeki (R) is sworn in by Chief ustice Arthur

Chaskalson (L) at the Union Building in Pretoria April 27. Mbeki was sworn
in for a second term on Tuesday as South Africa celebrated 10 years of
post-apartheid democracy, its joy tempered by glaring problems ranging

from poverty to AIDS.

REUTERS



panish troops leave
Iraqi city of Najaf

MADRID, April 27 (Reuters) -
Spanish troops have left Iraq’s holy
Shi’ite city of Najaf, where rebel Shi’ite
cleric Moqtada al-Sadr is holed up with
his militia, for their main base at
Diwaniya, officials said on Tuesday.

The pullback appears to be a first
stage in Spain’s plan — announced by
new Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez
Zapatero earlier this month — to with-
draw Spain’s 1,400 troops from Iraq.

“It was carried out today and was car-
ried out according to plans, with all secu-
rity measures and without any prob-
lems,” General Jose Manuel Munoz told
state radio.

A Defence Ministry source in Madrid
confirmed the operation had been com-
pleted and Spanish troops were now all
in Diwaniya.

Spain had about 200 troops at the al-
Andalus base in Najaf with the bulk of its
force at Diwaniya, officials have said.

No details were available on how the
operation was carried out, but some 200
U.S. troops entered Najaf to protect the
Spanish withdrawal and occupy their
compound on Monday, a U.S. command-
er said.

U.S. forces backed by aircraft killed
43 Shi’ite militiamen in fierce overnight
clashes near Najaf, residents and the U.S.
military said on Tuesday.

Socialist leader Zapatero won a sur-
prise victory in a general election last
month held three days after 191 people
were killed in Madrid train bombings
suspected of being carried out by a group
linked to al Qaeda.

Reversing the Iraq policy of his pro-
U.S. predecessor Jose Maria Aznar,
Zapatero’s first decision after taking
office was to announce he was pulling
Spanish troops from Iraq as soon as pos-
sible. The move has disappointed the
United States.

“We are reassured to see that it (the
withdrawal) is progressing and our
troops are fulfilling the objectives we
had set out,” Spain’s Deputy Prime
Minister Maria Teresa Fernandez de la
Vega said in a television interview on

Tuesday.

The government has refused to give a
firm date for when the Spanish troops
will be home, but a minister said most
are expected back by the end of May.

Spanish troops — part of an interna-
tional force led by Poland — have killed
at least seven Iraqi insurgents in ambush-
es over the last few days in south-central
Iraq.

panish troops wave while

rlvmg towards the Kuwaiti frontier in a cvoy

The United States has started to take
over responsibility for two provinces in
south-central Iraq from troops from
Spain, Honduras and the Dominican
Republic which have begun to withdraw,
the Polish army said on Monday.

Zapatero is due to address Spain’s
Parliament on the withdrawal later on
Tuesday.

of 33 vehicles from their bases in the Najaf and Diwaniya area of Iraq April
27. Reversing the Iraq policy of his pro-U.S. predecessor Jose Maria Aznar,
Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero’s first decision after taking
office was to announce he was pulling Spanish troops from Iraq as soon as
possible. The move has disappointed the United States. REUTERS

EU, Russia clear last

hurdles to trade deal :

Russian Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov (L) and Irish counterpart Brian Cowen (R) look on as an European
Union official (C) holds a draft joint agreement issued in the margins of the European Union-Russia Permanent

Partnership Council in Luxembourg, April 27. The agreement covers trade and all political, economic and cultural
links between Moscow and the EU and must be extended by May 1 to include the 10 states which join the EU then,

as well as the current 15 members.

LUXEMBOURG, April 27
(Reuters) - Russia and the European
Union agreed to sign a deal on Tuesday
extending all political and economic
ties between the two trade partners to
10 new EU members, averting a crisis
in relations days before the bloc
enlarges.

“The two sides have agreed the
wording of a joint statement and will
sign the agreement shortly,” an EU
official told Reuters.

He was speaking after Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov held
talks with Irish Foreign Minister Brian
Cowen, whose country holds the cur-
rent EU presidency, EU foreign policy
chief Javier Solana, and External
Relations Commissioner Chris Patten.

The old Partnership and Cooperation
Agreement covering ties between

Moscow and the current 15-member
EU will be extended to cover the 10
new countries joining the bloc on
Saturday — many of them former
communist satellites of Moscow.

Russia had resisted extending the
deal automatically, fearing the loss of
trade benefits with its closest neigh-
bours, and also raised last-ditch objec-
tions over the treatment of Russian
minorities in acceding states Estonia
and Latvia.

“The EU and Russia reaffirm their
commitment to ensure that EU
enlargement will bring the EU and
Russia closer together in a Europe
without dividing lines,” the joint state-
ment said.

“Both sides underline their commit-
ment to the protection of human
rights, the protection of persons

REUTERS

belonging to minorities,” the final,
ungrammatical sentence said, reflect-
ing the last-minute removal of con-
tentious wording.

Moscow had wanted to add a call for
the “social integration” of minorities
within the EU as a way of highlighting
the status of Russians in Estonia and
Latvia.

The EU insisted this be dropped,
saying that all EU countries already
meet stringent criteria on human rights
and minority treatment, making the
extra language unnecessary.

As late as Monday evening, dis-
agreement over this final point threat-
ened to hold up signature of the agree-
ment, which has been a sore point
between Moscow and the bloc for
months.

Bulgaria demands
Iraq base move
after attack

Bulgarian President Georgi Parvanov (L) chats with U.S. administrator in Iraq Paul Bremer during a meeting in

Baghdad April 25.

SOFIA, April 27 (Reuters) -
Bulgarian President Georgi Parvanov
demanded on Tuesday that his country’s
troops be moved to a new base outside
the Iraqi city of Kerbala after his convoy
was fired on during a weekend visit to
the unit.

The new NATO member state’s 450-
strong light infantry battalion has been
repeatedly attacked by Shi’ite militants
loyal to radical cleric Moqtada al-Sadr,
who launched a rebellion against the

U.S.-led forces earlier this month.

“I don’t think the militants shot
because (I) was in the convoy. The fact
that every convoy is fired on is worry-
ing, and that’s why I demand the
Bulgarian base be moved out of
Kerbala,” Parvanov told reporters.

No one was wounded in the attack,
which came just a day after a Bulgarian
soldier was killed in an ambush and has
added fuel to an already intense debate
over the unit’s safety.

REUTERS

Parvanov demanded the troops be
transferred to a new base by the end of
June, when the United States plans on
handing power over to Iraqi authorities.

But he reiterated the will of the
Balkan state, a strong supporter of the
U.S.-led military operations in Iraq, to
keep its forces in the country.

Poland, which leads the multi-nation-
al division in which the Bulgarian forces
are included, has its troops stationed in a
base on the outskirts of Kerbala.




Words of Wisdom

It is unfortunate that the rulers do not see the value of
creative and constructive criticism. In fact, independent
and opposition journalism is for more meaningful and
useful to the nation than hypocritical praise which
shower praise on the rulers and system, without much
credibility. In my opinion, a free and contributive press
is an asset to the nation and regime.
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times
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got it wrong

' for giving them freedom and democracy.

unimaginable levels throughout the developing world

militant resistance forces.

srael?
Let us see.
Israel occupied Palestinian land.
US occupied Iraqi land.
Israel calls all resistant forces terrorists.

Israel forces are hated and wanted to leave.
Coalition forces are also hated and wanted to leave.

causing terror to families and children.

. borhoods with similar weapons.

. of the democracy he is willing to bring?

| it straight: “Iragis don’t want your freedom.”

“Wait a minute? What is going on here?”

. will be able to deal with the situation.

i

akes or doesn’t admit them.
That is the real problem!

re you still asking?” a person
could try to say when reading |
the above title. “He must have |

122

would be an § O ! )
& kind of parallel war against ‘terrorism’,
i Israeli opinion makers attempt to get a

L not the main problem. The issue is that he is continuing |
| to live with a wrong perception. It is amazing to see that §
| Bush is still thinking that the majority of Iraqis, except |
| most Kurds in the north, are welcoming the occupiers |

The US forces call all Iraqi resistance forces terrorists. |
| along with the quasi-annihilation of
1§ Germany and the Japan, helped the for-
Israeli forces are cracking down on Iragis’ homes || mMmation of a dream, namely that of the
£ ‘leading power of the free world’. It was

Images of similar acts are being shown of US forces T

Israeli forces are targeting militants and prominent |
Palestinian personalities using planes and helicopters.
The US is doing worse in targeting entire civilian neigh-

So, why is Bush still getting it wrong? Why is he
nsisting that Iragis love him and want to die for the sake §
. illusion, the American illusion! And the
There is a missing link here. The question about how |
| Bush is handling the Iraq war in itself is not the real {
. problem. The problem is in his apparent inability to get §

. I am honestly unsure why this misperception is con- |
| tinuing. Perhaps Bush is busy with local affairs and elec-
ion campaigning. But now as countries are withdrawing {
| their forces one by one, he must reach a point of asking & (eir respective secret services...
Adding insult to injury, the June 30 date of handing §
over power to the Iraqis is approaching, yet not one sin-
| gle expert or analyst is convinced that by then, Iraqis §

This is indeed turning to a mess. But is Bush aware of
4 ation, Americans are pleased to stress
I just cannot help wondering what is going on in {
' Bush’s mind. The many mistakes he made in the past §
may be corrected. But what if he doesn’t know the mis- |
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By MUHAMMAD SHAMSADDIN
MEGALOMMATIS
MHMD7SHAMS7MEG @ YAHOO.FR

p~.f one follows the main editorials
_ of American newspapers, and the
 major speeches of American
_ statesmen, diplomats and intellec-
tuals, one notices an anxiety about
security issues that reaches an unprece-
dented level. The result of the September
11th attacks has changed America; it is
obvious. It led to what one can describe
as an Israelization of America. At no
stage of the Cold War did the US react in
a similar way, all crises taken into con-
sideration: Cuba, Vietnam, Hungary,
Afghanistan or Ethiopia. Of course,
those years belong to the world of the
nuclear deterrence, but this does not
truly say much.

Great support to this change of
America is certainly offered by the press
and the intellectuals of Israel; it is obvi-
ous that, by depicting themselves in a

wider backing for their policies. Israelis

E stress the point that the world after

September 11th is another world!
However, all accounts made, Israelis fail
to get the backing they try laboriously to

@ get! In contrast, the world moves further
He seems to be unaware of the hatred that has reached
! why?
| towards the US because of his awkward foreign policies. j§

He is also turning a blind ear to the increasing screen-
' shots on Al-Jazeera, Al-Arabia, and even American || World after September 11th did not
. channels of the Iragis cheering upon the burning of a US §

military vehicle and killing of some soldiers through § .

changed was the dream of America! Not
Sy ; ; : . & necessarily the so often mentioned
Isn’t this a scenario repeat of what is going on in 1 dream of invulnerability, but the main
! dream of the ‘only existing super-

E power’.

from the Israeli practices in Palestine.

Contrary to what one can read in
newspapers like the Jerusalem Post, the

change at all. It remained the same!
Absolutely the same! The only thing that

America cultivated this dream for a

very long period indeed! The collapse of
E the colonial powers, Britain and France,

at the end- of the Second World War,

the chance for America to eclipse the
only remaining powers, Britain and

i France, by attaching them in the
i ‘American Chariot of Liberty’ at the
E moment both colonial powers were los-
£} ing all their colonies. It was just a dream.

And with the collapse of the USSR, it

| looked as if it came true!

Quite unfortunately, it has all been an

moment of realisation has a name:
September 11th! I will not enter into
subjects that do not belong to my field; I
will not repeat what was already
stressed, namely that what happened in
America on September 11th 2001 could
never have happened in France or
Britain because of the superiority of

I will rather focus on the American
quantitative approach of evaluating
almost anything! There lies the funda-
mental mistake of their wrong evalua-
tion of their power. Whenever it comes
to an evaluation or even simple enumer-

that they represent something quantita-
tively awful! Go to Yahoo Education;

i you will find that almost half of the

world’s universities are in the US! Refer

& to military expenses; you will find that

The Editor |

US spends for ‘defense’ as much as the

i following 8 or 9 largest-spending coun-
@ tries on the list! Pick up economic per-

formance stats, and check the GDP;
America (with almost 280 million peo-
ple) produces more than China, Japan,
and India altogether (more than 2.4 bil-
lion people!) — or as much as Japan,
Germany, France, England, Italy,
Canada, i.e. all the other member states
(with 410 million people) of the G 7, the
group of the most developed countries in
the world! And Americans like to enjoy
this type of data!

Yet, all this, if placed within real his-
torical context, is just rubbish! The
entire world is full of examples that all
this means nothing! Cyrus the
Achaemenidian was far poorer than
Nabunaid’s Babylon, but Babylon fell!
No one doubts that Alexandria,
Ctesiphon and Jond-e Shapur had better
academic establishments and real uni-
versities that could not be compared
with any establishment of knowledge,
research and exploration available in
Mecca and Medina at the times of the
Prophet and the first Caliphs! But yet
Islamic armies entered these cities of the
Iranian and the Byzantine Empires! A
more powerful military machine does
not guarantee victory either, and some
striking examples that are very well
known in history, as this discipline is
taught in the Western establishments, are
Alexander the Great in Granikos, Issos
or Gaugamela, Caesar in Alexandria, or
Marc Anthony at Actium! The colonial

powers can in this regard give a lesson or
two to America; Britain maintained its
presence in Egypt with very limited mil-
itary power, whereas in France ‘le parti
colonial’ could not possibly demand a
sizeable number of soldiers overseas,
since the bulk of the French military had
to be assigned against Germany in the
period 1871 — 1914!

Why is the quantitative approach mis-
taken? The answer here is simple; it is
the human mind - not the material vol-
ume - that truly creates power. And in
this Americans seem to be left far
behind! It took them one year after their
‘victory’ to realize that they — truly
speaking — did not win over anybody!
Well, eventually they overthrew a tyran-
nical dictator who was ruling based on a
minority! This is not a big deal! The
British did better in Egypt, already in
1914! Without declaring any war, they
overthrew Abbas Helmi, who was in
Istanbul ready to coordinate with the
Sultan an alliance with Imperial
Germany! They used the Wafd Party and
royal family members for this purpose,
not their soldiers. '

What are the challenges Americans
are facing? Certainly not the Shia and
Sunni revolution in Iraq! They can
silence them; it will take just one butch-
ery more! Nothing new! But then, anoth-
er problem will come to surface, and
then another, and so on! It will never
end! Why?

The answer lies in the real under-
standing of the modern history of the
Middle East, and more particularly in the
dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire,
as carried out by the British and French.
It would be very wrong to assume that
this event happened at the aftermath of
the First World War! This ‘event’ took no
less than 120 years! It started with
Napoleon’s arrival in Egypt in 1798! It
just ended in 1918! All the stages of the
event, if studied correctly, give us the
key to understanding what was targeted
by the colonial powers, and what can be
expected as a plausible development in
this area.

The main link among that vast area’s
numerous and diverse elements was not
Islam, but the Islamic Caliphate; and that
was ultimately broken down and lost.
Then, a multitude of otherwise uncon-
nected languages, cultures and religions
in a great variety of natural landscapes
was left in a situation that incapacitates
either a sort of merger or a further use by
another power.

First, there is nothing to link even two
neighboring parts, let us say Iraq and
Syria, or Lebanon and Palestine. That is
why all efforts of Pan-Arabism in the
50s and the 60s failed.

Second, no other power can truly take
profit from or make use of the region.
The Soviet Union at its best was not
truly able to obtain in these lands the ide-
ological or political control it did in var-
ious other parts of the world! And in this
way, America will fail to export here the
own model that the US exported suc-
cessfully to Colombia, Zambia, Korea
and Singapore.

The reason for this conclusion lies in
the ideological, cultural, educational and
political developments that took place in
this part of the world, according to plans
secretly envisioned by France and
Britain. At the end of the day, one could
truly ask the following question:

If the rise of the Neo-Turks and of
Mustafa Kemal Pasha Ataturk in Turkey
corresponded to French and British
political — ideological choices, why did
the two colonial powers did not leave the
entire Ottoman Empire intact, so that
they facilitate the imposition of the
Western concepts of society and life
throughout its surface?

The answer is simple; if the entire
Ottoman empire from Yemen to Turkey
and from Palestine to Oman turned out
to be a united modern state run by the
same ideals and principles that secularist
Turkey, or even France or Finland were
run by, it would soon become a power
far stronger than the Ottoman Empire
itself, or — even worse — stronger than
France itself! Leaving all the rich energy
resources (all the oil of Iraq, Arabia,
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, Emirates and
Oman) in the hands of just one typically
Western modern government would be
an act of suicide for France and Britain.

The demarcation lines, the borders-to-
be, the shaping of the future states, the
‘tribal - royal’ families supported, and
the culture and ideology diffused in this
part of the world were all planned in a
way that would bring despair, division
and weakness. It is essential to notice
that the colonial powers did not wish to
westernize fully the populations and the
societies that existed on the confiscated
Ottoman soil. You cannot compare the
diffusion of French culture in Senegal
and Madagascar with French culture
propagation in Syria; British culture was

Why America will fail in Irag

diffused in South Africa, in Singapore
and in India on much greater a scale than
in Iraq or Yemen.

How can one truly measure these
developments in an accurate way? It is
simple; if one compares the diffusion —
as emanated from France and England -
of nationalist ideology in the education
and the culture of two sample countries,
one truly understands what was at stake,
and up to what extent the colonial pow-
ers wished each colonized country to
follow, to keep pace with, the ideological
and cultural developments of the 19th
and the 20th centuries, and to reach the
colonizing powers’ social, educational
and intellectual level.

Greece and Egypt are two good exam-
ples in this respect; the two countries
have been formed at the beginning of the
dismemberment procedure of the
Ottoman Empire. French and English, as
well as other Europeans participating in
the anti-Ottoman process, excavated
equally in both countries, shipped ille-
gally outside the country of origin a sim-
ilar number of antiquities in both cases,
invested and controlled the burgeoning
market economy of both countries to the
same extent, and were equivalently
involved in directing and even ordering
the policies of both local governments.

But in the case of Greece there was
more. The new elite that was formed in
the Western capitals was so overwhelm-
ingly driven by its nationalist quest that
set up a new, modern Greek language
and imposed it as such in the primary
and secondary education system of the
small Greek state of the 19th century.
The children were forced to learn a lan-
guage that was not comprehensible to
their parents, who were told by their own
children that they were not speaking the
correct language! What one spoke in a
Greek city in the Ottoman Empire in
1780 — let us say in Patras — and the pre-
vailing language in that same Greek city
one hundred years later are two different
things. In the former case, it was a mix-
ture of Turkish, Albanian, Slavic and
Greek; in the second case, it was the fab-
ricated language of Adamantios Korais,
the pupil, puppet and ‘enfant gate’ of the
French academia. This did not occur in
Egypt, where — quite contrarily — Coptic
was abandoned and was lost, although it
was still spoken at the times of
Champollion, who learnt it in order to
decipher Egyptian hieroglyphics!

A cultural, literary, philological, philo-
sophical, educational, artistic, ideologi-
cal and political archaeolatry and
archaecomania were developed to an
unbelievable degree in 19th century
Greece. The main concern for a Greek
poet of the time was to imitate an ancient
Greek rhyme or thythm, the central issue
for a Greek intellectual was to deliberate
about Platonic, Aristotelian, Epicurian
and Stoic approaches to a topic, the ideal
for a Greek architect was the most per-
fect neo-classicist achievement, whereas
the politicians and the statesmen were
told that their success depended more on
studies on Thucydides, Xenophon,
Arrian, Demosthenes and Diogenes
Laerce. In the school, pupils and stu-
dents had to learn the epics of Homer
and Hesiod, the verses of Sophocles and
Pindar by heart! All this was first sug-
gested in Paris, in Venice, in Vienna and
in London, and then implemented in
19th century Athens.

But in the case of Egypt, the leading
European Egyptologists, from Mariette
and Lepsius to Maspero, Flinders Petrie
and A. Erman, did not bother at all to
convince young Egyptians to embark on
an effort similar to that of the contempo-
raneous Greeks! For almost the first cen-
tury of Egyptology there was not a sin-
gle Egyptian Egyptologist. The same sit-
uation reigned in other sectors of
Orientalism, notably Assyriology,
Iranology and Hittitology, to name a few.

The decipherment of the Egyptian
hieroglyphics had advanced enough in
1915 so that Egyptian schoolboys could
study the campaigns of Thutmoses III,
the expedition to Punt by Pharaoh
Hatshepsut, the adventures of Wenamun
and the Amarna pharaonic correspon-
dence at secondary school, as the Greek
schoolboys were studying Herodotus,
Pausanias and Strabo. But the pushing
factor, the interest of the colonizing aca-
demia and statesmen, diplomats and
intellectuals was not there. Other calcu-
lations and machinations had already
been made, and they aimed at shaping
the Middle East in a very different way.
In a way that would keep the local peo-
ples permanently undeveloped.

Contrary to what many assume,
America today is about to find its
Middle Eastern dream (‘Greater Middle
East’) crushed on these terrible rocks set
by the colonial powers to their exclusive
permanent profit. The case of Iraq, and
both its Assyrian and Iranian streams of
heritage, is quite indicative.

By Hassan Al-Haifi

“Because-we-
say-so” doctrine

. ow if that is not totalitarian rule, then what is
~ it? That is how the defense lawyer describes
the attitude of the Government of the United
States in the case against Jose Padilla, the

.. American born Puerto Rican later convert to
Islam, who is detained incognito, for a crime that has yet
to materialize or for that matter to be clearly defined by
the Government. Nevertheless, the handling of the case
by the Government has raised a lot of questions about the
attitude of the Government in applying its own dictates —
right or wrong — all over the globe, even in cases involv-
ing Americans. In an article by Deborah Sontag, in the
New York Times (April 25, 2004) writes “The government
has asked the public and the courts to accept that Mr.
Padilla would not be locked up incommunicado if he were
not a danger to national security and a highly valuable
intelligence source.” This is really unbelievable for the
United States. We are not claiming that we are any better
in the Arab World, where we know our governments arrest
and sometimes wipe out anyone they deem to be a threat
to their political well-being, but in the Arab World the
governments are not fooling anybody about their neglect
of human rights, disguised under various rationales.
However, for a nation that has long been respected for the
value given to individual human rights, notwithstanding
their political affiliation or even their criminal record,
such government logic warns of dangerous horizons, not
only in the United States, but throughout the world, since
the United States has always been looked at as a model of
democratic government and ideals. In fact, the opposite is
now the case, where despotic rulers throughout the world
are now tightening the noose around their constituencies
on the pretext that the same is being done in the United
States or on the premise that the “fight against terror” calls
for tighter rules governing the relationship between the
government and the governed. So, those of us who are
seeking to advance the cause of freedom at home, before
having to helplessly wait for the American Armed Forces
to “liberate us” are really put on the spot. It is time for the
Bush Administration to give the will of the people some
leverage in its decision-making process; otherwise to us it
would seem that the US is really not being much different
than North Korea or Israel. Yes, Israel, because Israel
indeed applies the same logic in all its dealings, with the
Arabs or even the rest of the world. In fact, the whole con-
cept may have crept into Bush Administration thinking,
thanks to the overly strong influence of the American
Likudnik mentality that reigns supreme in the strategic
ministries of the US (Defense, State and Home Security).

Mr. Padilla has not really been charged with any defi-
nite crime. In fact in the memo of the allegations against
Padilla, the author of the memo, Phillip Mobbs, a
Pentagon official added a footnote, in which “Mr. Mobbs
said that two of those sources (‘of multiple intelligence
information sources’) might not have been ‘completely
candid’ and might have tried to provide some disinforma-
tion”, as was said in the same NYT article.

This case reminds the observer of the several prisoners
picked up almost at random by the “Israelis Defense
Forces” in territory that they illegally occupy (as is the
case in Afghanistan and Iraq, where Israeli tactics have
become standard procedures in US military occupations).
We have thousands of prisoners picked up oftentimes as
they are sleeping with their female partners, or amidst
their children, to try to give them comfort and solace in the
wake of continuous weapons firing that shatters the
silence of the night. In illegal indefinite occupations exer-
cised by the bullies of the world, there is no such thing as
“due process”, civil or human rights. Everyone is an
enemy, unless they can prove otherwise, which they can-
not do so anyway, because they have yet to find out why
they are really being detained! However, one really
expected that American citizenship meant something;
even if you are a Moslem American and that there are no
grounds for abuse of inalienable rights.

We believe that the people of the United States, once
aware of their government’s contempt for constitutional
rights will surely not stand for any abuse of the privileges
that the American people sacrificed so much to instill in
their social contract with their government. Yet, the
Likudniks in the United States insist on assuring the world
that only they know what is best for the United States and
the rest of the world. Listen to Donald Rumsfeld speak
out with such emotional diatribes against Al Jazeera or for
that matter listen to George Bush speak about Padilla:
“this guy Padilla’s a bad guy.”

We have often heard despotic rulers speak the same lan-
guage and we have plenty times heard Israel speak the
same language and issue Apache death warrants to people,
based on fuzzy innuendos and undefined allegations. Yet,
these bullies think that they are God and their judgment is
supreme and final and not subject to refute or appeal or
even due process. The Justice of the Gun is an ugly form
of adjudication and most of the world is seeking a way out
of it, while one expects the United States to lead in the
struggle against man’s inhumanity to man. We are under
no illusions to expect that Israel will also set an example
in this struggle because Israel has no pretense about being
Mr. Nice Guy, at least to us. Surely the record of Israel on
the ground points to a regime that has never attested to any
intention of dealing with anyone in accordance with any
law or ethical or moral suasion, except the rule of the noz-
zle of the gun. One only has to look at the daily footage
of life in the West Bank and Gaza, where tanks chase
schoolchildren around and Apache aircraft fire away at
gathering protesting crowds. Look at Falluja, Look at
Guantanamo, ask Padilla how nice it is to be American!
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Regional conference on renewable energy issues Sana’a Declaration

Establishment of regional center for
renewable energy, project funding

By Mahyoub al-Kamali
Yemen Times Staff

~he Regional Conference
" on the Renewable Energy
held in Sana’a on 21-22
April 2004, called on
‘ industrial and advanced
states and also international organisa-
tions to work for building a regional
center for renewable energy for sus-
tainable development in Yemen to be
specialized in conducting researches on
energy technologies.

The conference in which 22 Arab,
Islamic, and European countries had
participated, in addition to 11 regional
and international organisations, called
on industrial countries to implement
their material and technological
pledges to the countries of the region
for the continuous development of the
self-potentials of those countries for
generating energy, water desalination
and also the technological cooperation
with the participant countries in
exploitation and use of both solar and
wind energy.

Sana’a declaration issued by the con-
ference had also affirmed the impor-
tance of the public sector participation
and scientific research centers in the
area as well in developing require-
ments of sustainable development such
as energy technologies in addition t
providing financial grants and loans by
advanced countries to the developing
states for importing clean energy from

the places of its production.

The conference had in its recommen-
dations depended on Abu Dhabi decla-
ration on future of environmental work
in the Arab homeland and the Arab dec-
laration on sustainable development of
202 and Abu Dhabi’s declaration on
environment and energy in 2003 and
Dubai declaration on trans-frontier air
pollutants in 2004.

The conference expressed its great
consideration for the contribution of
the government of Federal Germany
with 500 million euros to the develop-
ment of renewable energy in the devel-
oping countries as it would host a
world conference on renewable energy
next July.

The conferees had been unanimous
that the constructive employment of
sources of renewable energy sources
would help develop sustainable devel-
opment of the developing countries
through:

- fighting poverty and providing
energy in rural and remote areas,

-increase in providing energy and its
efficiency as well as multiplicity and
diversity of its national and regional
sources,

-the possibility of using the renew-
able energy in areas of desalination of
water and improving bases of industri-
al development.

The conference had come out with
strategic resolutions among which
were:

the development, dissemination and

Panel of the conference.

distribution of technologies energy
efficiency and preservation of available
energy, cleaner technology and encour-
agement of increasing activities of
research and evolvement in areas of
various technologies of energy. The
resolutions also urged industrial and
advanced states to extend helping hand
to the developing countries that depend
on exporting and consuming fuel in the
process of developing their economies.

The conference was organised by the
ministries of electricity, water and
environment in Yemen in association
with the ministry of environment in
Federal Germany and the donor parties
to Yemeni electricity sector. Among the
senior participants in the conference
were the German minister of environ-
ment Jurgen Trittin, a number of
German businessmen and investors in
the field of new and renewable energy

Photo by Ismael Al-Ghabery

and Al-Hassan binTalal, chairman of he
Arab Intellectual Forum.

Electric power production sector in
Yemen suffers from many problems,
more serious of which is that some of
the stations that provide the main net-
work have exceeded their presumed
capacity and they are permanently
exposed to failure and therefore it has
become a serious matter to look for
means for overcoming those problems.

Measures annoying old Sana’a merchants

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

_ he local authority in the
' capital have carried out
certain measures for
organizing traffic in Old
. Sana’a with the purpose
of facilitating reception f visitors and
activities of Sana’a Capital of Arab
Culture 2004. As a result and in
response to that the tradesmen at the
markets of Old Sana’a have consid-
ered those measures and controls as
acting against their trade activities

and as limiting of the movement of
the people dealing with them.

The measures include prevention
of vehicles from entering the Old part
of the city except for its population
and even those are allowed at certain
times following official permits
explaining the time of entry and exit
and to transporting commercial
goods as starting from 10:00 p.m. till
7:00 o’clock a.m.

Those measures were taken for
preserving the tourist landmarks and
environment in Old Sana’a known by

crowdedness of its streets and its
around 20 specialized markets, con-
taining about 10 thousand small trade
shops.

A statement issued by the
Chambers of Commerce at the capital
Secretariat has criticized the traffic
plan, demanding the evacuation of
the old city markets from peddlers
and those displaying their merchan-
dise on sidelines and narrow streets.
The city’s traders said the traffic plan
was to harm a large trading sector and
to hamper arrival their customers

internal markets and delay transport
of goods to their trade shops.
Although the local authority meant
by its measures to ease crowdedness
inside Old Sana’a and providing
comfort for its inhabitants, the people
there described the measures as
severe especially concerning their
need of easy movement to and fro
their houses at all times and particu-
larly for transporting their sick peo-
ple.

On the other hand the visitors to
old Sana’a do not need to have cars

Main gate of Old Sana’a.

Photo by Hassan Al-Kuhlani

for touring its close markets that are
contained within a small area.
Tourists can tour the whole city in
less than an hour while the control of
traffic is considered an element auxil-
iary for easing crowdedness inside
the city and providing its visitors
quietness and enjoyment of seeing its
beautiful tourist landmarks.

US Dollar 184.4200 |184.6400
Sterling Pound 326.8400 |(327.2300
Euro 218.2700 |218.5300
Saudi Rial 49.1800 49.2300
Kuwaiti Dinar 625.5800 |626.3200
UAE Dirhem 50.2100 50.2700
Egyptian Pound | 29.7700 29.8000
Bahraini Dinar 489.1800 |489.7700
Qatari Rial 50.6600 50.7200
Jordanian Dinar | 260.1100 |260.4200
Omani Rial 479.0400 |479.6200
Swiss Franc 140.2200 | 140.3800
Swedish Crown | 23.8400 23.8700
Japanese Yen 1.6874 1.6894

Source: Central Bank of Yemen

Private
sector
participation
in curbing
employment

By Yemen Times Staff

.he Ministry of Social
" Affairs and Labour has
urged the private sector in
Yemen to have effective
. participation in implemen-
f intensive labour projects in
the bid of curbing unemployment and
contribution to protecting Yemeni
labour against exploitation and despot-
ism.

Participants in the consultative
meeting organised by the unit of
labour work at the ministry have
stressed the importance of cooperation
between the private sector and the
ministry for restraining child labour
and their being exploited and also to
help hem return to schools and training
institutes  in  application  of
International Labour agreement.

The meeting has also discussed a
draft bill on jobs prohibited to worker
children. The regulation contains 35
articles that defined the jobs dangerous
for children and work sites suitable for
them according to international agree-
ments signed by Yemen.

Ms Muna Salem, director of the
children work at the ministry of social
affairs and labour emphasized the
importance of joining forces for fight-
ing child labour, calling for enactment
of a strong legislation supporting field
work in the process of curbing the phe-
nomenon of child labour.

More than 300 thousand Yemeni
children work in free works and for
owners of workshops, agriculture
farms, carrying heavy weights in pop-
ular markets, for construction contrac-
tors and iron wastes and plastic mate-
rials for recycling them in factories.

The government says it is ken on
preventing child labour by carrying
out a national strategy on fighting
poverty for improving family income
and assisting poor segments of the
society to keep their children at
schools and institutes of raining and
qualification.
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The first great Sana'a
Dike ride: A marvelous ride

By SADEK A. AL-MOWALLAD
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

- hen Bernie Power,
or “Abu Yasser” as
he is called in
Arabic, thought of
; § organizing the first
Bike Ride in Sana’a, he may never
have thought of the deep impact such a
event would have on everyone who
would take part in it.

Abu Yasser, a keen biker who has
been involved in several rides in his
native Australia, is a Project Director
with the International Community
Service (ICS), whose work with ICS in
Yemen has mostly involved health
issues. Therefore, such event was just
a natural extension of his social and
environmental work.

When an approach was made to the
Ministry of Youth and Sport in March,
2004 about organizing a Bike Ride
program, the Minister, Abdurahman
Al’Akwa’a, was very enthusiastic and
supportive of it.

While Mr. Ali Al-Suwari, Assistant
Director of the Yemen Cycling
Federation, a department of the
Ministry of Youth and Sport, took care
of organizational details like official
permission, police, traffic, ambulance
services and ride observers, Mr. Abu
Qassim, an employee of the ministry,
carried out the registration of ride par-
ticipants.

The Great Sana’a Bike Ride, being
organized to promote biking as an
option for everyone, was not intended
to be a race or a championship; rather it
was a public event, open to all. To

ed in building community than promot-
ing competition, as their event book
said “fun and friendship were more
important than velocity and victory.”
They just wanted people to understand
deeply the health, social, economic and
environmental benefits of bikes as one
of the basic form of transportation.

In the process of preparation, a reg-
istration fee of a 100 Y.R. was due on
every participant. The fee was decided
to be symbolic due to the generosity of
the event’s sponsors, in covering the
majority of the program’s cost.

While Yemen Times donated free
advertising space and printed articles
about the ride, other sponsors like
SPACETEL provided free T-shirts for
all participants, ten free mobile lines
and twenty clocks in addition to cash
donations to cover running costs. Taj
Sheba Hotel, as a mean sponsor, spon-
sored the press conference on March
28, providing valuable prizes and also
arranging the printing of the T-shirt.
Shamalan Water Company took a very
important part in sponsoring the event,
where it provided free water, donated
the cost of its employees to give away
water to the participants.

Complete media coverage of the
event was carefully planned. As for TV,
the event was promoted in two TV ads
in prime time in the week before the
event. Yemen TV news gave signifi-
cant coverage of the event in the sport
report the evening after the ride.

Regarding newspaper advertise-
ment, ads appeared in five English edi-
tions and one Arabic newspaper prior
to the ride. That is in addition to inter-
views with Mr.Power, who, in his turn,

stress that point even further, there
were no specification or restrictions on
the types of bikes that could enter, any
two-wheeler would do.

Organizers were obviously interest-

wrote six articles about the ride. In that
span, about fifty journalists attended
the event’s press conference.

A strong poster campaign was
mounted, under which dozens of

__ Report
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There were 287 people registered for the Ride, wearing their official white T-shirts. Several dozen unregistered rides also joined them, both at the start and
at different points along the Ride. Insert: Abu Yasser

Arabic posters were placed in strategic
positions around the city.

The plan took many sides into
account. Logistically, the route of the
ride, at a length of 21 kms, was
designed to be a challenge to all,
nonetheless, achievable by most. As
for time, the event was to take place
early on a Friday morning to minimize
disruption to city life and traffic. Four
police cars, four motorbikes and an
ambulance were on duty during the
ride. To that effect, three support vehi-
cles accompanied the riders to pick up
those could not complete the ride.
Meanwhile, major intersections were
blocked off as bulk of the riders went
through.

At 9:00 AM on Friday morning, the
ride began and 287 participants, wear-
ing official T-shirts, took off. Along the
ride, several dozen unregistered riders
also joined at both the start and at dif-
ferent points.

The toughest point in the route was
the hill going up to the Sheraton Hotel,
which broke up the pack of riders as
some got off and walked. Others had
mechanical problems and needed help,
some stayed together and some just
rode alone. As the ride continued, some

riders went fast, some went slow, while
others just wanted to have fun and ride
at a medium pace. Nonetheless,
towards the end of the ride, all riders
stopped and rode to the finish line
together.

At the finishing line, prizes, which

total value was more than$5500, were
given out through a Lucky Draw. Since
it was not a race, there were no prizes
for first, second or third place. Draw
prizes included mobile phones and
clocks, and free meals and overnight
stays at Taj Sheba Hotel. Other prizes

included free bikes helmets and bicy-
cles. Regardless of how they did in the
ride, all participants received a free T-
shirt and 5 free bottle of Shamlan

water.
One thing that was shared by all was
the fact that everyone left happy.

Yemeni ar
landmark in Dubai

By Sumaya Raja’
reinesaba @noos.fr

~ell-known Yemeni
artist, Suad Raja,
the jewelry designer
behind the Sheba

. brand, has worked
to redefine traditional designs to give
them a more contemporary spirit,
thereby capturing a sense of continuity
between traditional and modern jewel-
ry design.

She is participating in the inaugura-
tion of the first Scarabée store in
Dubai, at Wafi City Mall on April 15,
2004. Scarabée is a store with a com-
prehensive range of hand-crafted silver
ornaments, featuring a subtle blend of
Oriental and Western designs, hand-
made modern and ethnic silver jewe-
lary and handmade ceramic items and
glass.

The 70 sq. meter store offers shop-
pers a chance to purchase high quality
gifts in creative and eclectic designs.
There is something in the shop for
every taste and prices to suit every
budget.

It is almost natural that Scarabée,
named after Egypt’s holy beetle,
should be based at the Egyptian-
themed Wafi City Mall. The items
available at Scarabée are sourced and
procured keeping in mind quality and
uniqueness.

“Many of our collections and gifts
are only available exclusively through
us, in the UAE. We work with some of
the most famous silversmiths, includ-
ing SAAD of Egypt, who sells to the
most prestigious shops worldwide”,
said Colette Makar, owner of Scarabee.

I. A. Ibrahim, known as Esaad of
Egypt handcrafts, moulds his own
designs into silver masterpieces and is
known for painstakingly restoring sil-
ver antiques. His reproductions are
famed for their beauty and perfection
and have gained him a reputation as a
master silversmith throughout the
world.

Carrs is the UK’s leading silverware
brand from Sheffield, a city whose sil-
versmiths have honed their skills and
techniques to produce some of the
world’s finest silverware over three
hundred years. Carrs Silverware’s

ists makes

products are sold at some of the
world’s most prestigious stores, includ-
ing Harrods, London, and in over sixty
countries worldwide.

The pieces made by Suad are
designed individually and are not
reproduced. The stones used include
Egyptian coral, lapis lazuli, malachite
and turquoise. The unique hand-crafted
silver jewelry juxtaposes baroque and
rough stones with fine gems to create a
bold statement in design and colour.
Inspired by her roots in Yemen, Suad
Raja designs necklaces, pendants, ear-
rings, rings, bracelets and brooches.
Suad Raja, a key supplier to Scarabee,
also attended the official opening.

Shwar is the brand under which
Naglaa Ezzat designs and sells her
jewelry exclusively at Scarabée.
Holding a baccalaureate in art, Naglaa
Ezzatls jewelry is inspired by old ori-
ental jewelry and she works with sil-
ver, semi precious stones and a combi-
nation of silver and gold. She is well-
known for the Arabic calligraphy on
her pieces, which is both intricate and
unique.

Scarabée also offers exclusive jewel-

ry lines including those from well-
known Polish designer, Arkada, who
specializes in attractive and modern
jewelry made of Baltic amber and sil-
ver.

Pelletier, an artist based in the south
of France, is the only person to master
the technique of a finishing coat of
gold and platinum. His ceramic work
ranges from mirrors to ashtrays, deco-
rative serving dishes and from bowls to
vases. No two objects of Pelletier are
ever the same. They are only available
at Scarabée.

In collaboration with the South
Carolina State Museum, the David
Howell collection consists  of
(Emuseum frames in sterling silver or
plated silver with designs inspired by
works of art. Each frame has a small
write-up to describe the inspiration
from which it was created.

Scarabée also houses, exclusively
for Cristal de Paris, handmade vases,
bowls and ashtrays in various colours,
and sought-after mouth-blown per-
fume bottles in the shape of daggers,
coffee pots, and camels.
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Weddings in Yemen

Traditions and social

BY ISMAEL A. AL-GHABRI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

» edding ceremonies in
~ Yemen are not much
different from those of
other Arab countries,

particularly those of
tribal and rural areas.

Nonetheless, marriage cezemonies in
Yemen differ from one area to another.
In the northern parts of Yemen the man
pays the costs of marriage ceremonies;
he pays the dowry, prepares and furnish-
es the house, and takes care of the wed-
ding banquet. In southern areas, the
bride takes to her husband’s house all
that she’d need (e.g.) bedroom furniture,
kitchenware.

Here, we will take an overall look at a
particular side of these wedding: the
social side. In such side, social solidari-
ty becomes very obvious, where the
groom entertains ten to three hundreds
person for three continuous days.

Those guests usually come from near-
by cities and villages, in addition to
groom relatives who would take the
hardship of traveling far distance to
attend the wedding.

Usually, the groom’s neighbors help in
preparing banquets for those guest,
which is a strong social tradition called
“Al-Garm.”

To alarm the neighbor of Al-Garm,
the groom’s father go to the neighbor-
hood chief who, in his turn, notify
everyone in the neighborhood of the
kind of food they should prepare like
bread, sweets.

However, the responsibility of prepar-
ing of the banquet’s main meals, likes
meats and broth, is the groom’s family’s.
Those meals are usually prepared from
the goats and cows that the groom’s
guests bring along with them.

Al-Mizayn —servant- does the cooking
part of those meals. Ash-Showa’ah, a
group of the groom’s guests, have the
duty of going to the brid’s house (or vil-
lage) to accompany her procession to the
groom’s house.

Even though, a lot of money is spent
in such weddings, it is all ok as long as
the wedding went on a way that’s up to
the family or the tribe’s honor and nobil-
ity. That’s because weddings are looked
at as important tribal festivals.
Nonetheless, one can reduce the cost of
wedding according to his financial abili-
ty, in some cases wedding would be lim-
ited to immediate family members and
close friends.

Weddings in Sana’a

Weddings in Sana’a are looked at as a
way to vie in glory with others, where
the total cost reaches a million YR, more
or less.

The wedding ceremonies usually
starts with distributing wedding invita-
tions, followed by “Lailat El-Hena” —
night of Henna, for both the bride and
the groom. In that night, guest must do
“At-Tarh”, giving the groom amount of
money each according to his ability.

At-Tarh could also be done after the
wedding procession. During At-Tarh, the
Mizayen collects the money for the
groom, announcing the name of the
giver using a traditional phrase that goes
“ O’ groom, it is collected for you from
so and so (giver’s name) the amount
of...”

If the groom decided that there would
be no banquet, just to save on the cost,
then the night of Henna and A-Tarh
won’t take place. Instead, the groom
goes with his guests, in the early morn-
ing of the wedding day, to a traditional
bathroom.

After finishing his bath, the groom
and his guests head back to the his house
where they eat their breakfast then they
leave for a drive around the city (or to
the close villages) accompanied by
drummers. They perform different tradi-
tional dances till the lunch time, at which
they head back to have their lunch.

Al-Magyal, sitting for chewing Qat,
starts after lunch. During Al-Magyal, a
chanter or a vocalist sings some chants,
and attendees repeat after him, until 7
P.M. where people get ready for the wed-
ding procession.

The ceremonies of the wedding pro-
cession in sana’a start with some tradi-
tional dances followed by the Zafah,
actual wedding procession that lasts for
an hour and a half to two hours.

During Azafah, the chanter sings some
religious chants as the groom, carrying a
sword, walks slowly from the start of the
street, till he reaches his house
doorsteps. The street is usually lit by
special lamps and candles. Unusual habit
is pricking with needles, as away to dis-
tract him during Azafah. Therefore fam-
ily members should keep an eye on the
groom at all times.

After Azafah, the groom asks permis-
sion to leave for his bride, as guests
dance until from 10 PM. till the dawn.
As the groom arrives at the bride’s room,
he sits next to her and juices and coffee
served.

The next morning, dances are per-
formed. And in the afternoon, the similar

In wedding ceremonies people gather, entertaining beauty of happy songs to add more joy to the occasion.
File photo

ceremonies are conducted just like the
previous day.

Wedding ceremonies in Hadramout

In Shibam Hadramout, where we
observed the traditional wedding cere-
monies, the wedding starts with distrib-
uting wedding invitations, called
“wikad”, by a group of people called
“Abeed Jalwah”- servants - three days
before the actual weeding takes place.
Girls in Hadramout are considered chil-
dren until they reach the age of nine.
Once they reach that age, they wear
Hijab — scarf- and they don’t meet with
married men, except those of the imme-
diate family.

Marriages in Hadramout are the type
of arranged marriages. Parents of the
groom and the bride agreed on marriage
date and they pay “Gobaz’- dowary,
which is defined by 1920 personal status
law.

The Gobaz is usually put in a per-
fumed handkerchief, then it is put in a
box called “Sundoq Al-Gobaz”- dowry
box. The people witnessing the event
open the box and congratulate both par-
ties wishing them a blessed marriage.
Attendees who couldn’t see the Gobaz,
can not attend the wedding.

The wedding lasts for four days,
regardless to the family financial situa-

tion. Eight days before the wedding day,
the families of the groom and the bride
get together in a previously set appoint-
ment called “Qahwa.” During the
Qahwa, mixed nuts are served with cof-
fee that is prepared by the groom.

After the Qahwa, the marriage con-
tract is signed and the groom’s family
moves the “marriage furniture” out the
couple’s house. The furniture consists of:

1- A small wooden box called “botya”
that contains incense, saffron, fragrant
soup and so fragrances.

2- A clothes box made of teak wood
that contains a prayer dress, four pillows
and other things that are considered to be
a help to the groom.

In the second day, the bride comes
back to her family, even though the
groom’s family’s insistence on her to
stay. When she arrives at her father’s
house, she heads toward a room, where
her father is awaiting her.

The father then puts a long veil on her
saying: “ In the name of Allah, the mer-
ciful You are the wife of so and so
(groom’s name). After that he takes his
daughter to women’s room. During that,

the family of the groom watches closely.

the bride’s actions; if she stays calm,
than that’s an indication of her decency.
If she shows her joy in a very noticeable
way, that would indicate her indecency.

Lailat El-Haky

In the night of El-haky, they take the
brid to traditional bathroom where she is
giving a bath. Then they take her to the
divan of women, as her face is covered
with a black veil with beautiful variega-
tions called “ Moqgana’ Elhena.”

Four women start applying henna
designs on the bride’s hands and feets.
Meanwhile, in the groom’s house, the
drums are beaten and groom is taken to
the bride’s house, while Henna is still in
his hand. After that, groom is taken back
to his house to wash off the henna, which
is applied in design like it is with the
bride, of his feet and hands.

The next day is called “Al-Mashti.” In
Al-Mashti, ceremonies start at a very
early hour, where bride is given another
bath before the drummers arrive. Coffee
is served in this day, then more henna is
applied to bride’s hands and feet. The
guests leave when the henna session is
done with, just to come back at lunch
time carrying At-Tarh and gifts.

The bride’s family brings a censer,
while one of the bride’s little brother or
sister cuts the bride’s hair from the front
and the back. After having lunch, the
bride’s guests head to the groom’s house.
At night, entertainments are performed
while serving coffee to attendees.

Ed

ucation, training and

finding job opportunities

By ISMAIL AL-GHABRI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

p-_niversities and training
centers in any city in any
country are considered
the scientific landmarks
e’ where newcomers obtain
the education and training needed and
required for the work market. Teachers
and professors collectively or individ-
ually continue through research,
attending conference and continuous
studies to keep up with everything new
in science and technology. Their find-
ings and the research conducted in the
social, economic or educational fields
are always of benefit to one or another
sector. Thus, universities and training
centers are somehow connected with
creating job opportunities through
teaching or training students in order
to provide the market place with qual-
ified workers.

Teaching verses training

Universities until recent time were
concerned only with the teaching
aspect of the educational operation.
Many of the universities continue to do

that still until today. But many univer-
sities’ officials have realized that
teaching alone would not lead their
universities to a bright future in light
of the competition from training cen-
ters. Employers continue to demand
and prefer those with experience and
knowledge instead of those with just
universities degrees but who still
require training. Some universities,
through field surveys of what training
centers are offering, have begun to
adopt the same thing through new
measures, the development of the cur-
ricula taught at their universities and
introducing supportive subjects that
would guarantee their graduates job
opportunities.  They try to lure
employers to seek university trained
graduates rather than training centers’
graduates, because they are the best.
Looking at the reality of the situa-
tion at our universities, many of the
universities are still concerned only
with the teaching aspect of the educa-
tion operation. This requires them to
reconsider the situation and to develop
the educational operation at universi-
ties in order for their graduates to be
qualified and acceptable in the market

place. Applied sciences have become
important subjects to be taught for
meeting the demands of the competi-
tive market place. Another factor is the
fact that the market place nowadays
prefers a graduate with more than one
major or with one major and one
minor. The kinds of such double quali-
fications are endless, such as a major
in engineering and a minor in business
administration, or a major in industrial
engineering and a minor in marketing
etc.

The mechanism for admission to
universities and the distribution of
enrolled students at various university
faculties must be reconsidered. The
grade point average obtained in high
school does not necessarily reflect the
qualification of a student. Universities
should provide general education in
the freshman year, allowing students to
determine the fields they would actual-
ly succeed in, according to his/her
developed trends. The universities
have to contribute to eliminating situa-
tions where some students are enrolled
in a specialization of no interest to
them but rather of interest to their fam-
ilies or relatives. The freshman year

will be the decisive factor in setting the
correct path for the student to continue
on.

Furthermore, the educational system
should not restrict the number of grad-
uates in any field. The number of grad-
uates should not be set to the number
of available job opportunities in the
market place. In fact, competition to
obtain the available jobs would
encourage and motivate students to
excel in order to be the selected ones.
As far as the surplus of graduates, over
a long period, they could be exported
to neighboring countries. An example
of this is taking place in India and
Egypt, where the surplus teachers in
the two countries are considered
important economic sources and pro-
vide their countries with hard currency.

Another important issue that must
be reconsidered in the educational sys-
tem, is that the system must differenti-
ate one teacher from another depend-
ing on their capabilities. Teachers
should not be considered equal. They
must be financially treated according
to their levels, skills, qualifications and
capabilities. The Civil Service Law
must also be amended. It is not logical

to prevent a teacher from expanding
his capabilities and specialty through
using them outside his university, in
order to improve his living condition.
The fact is that developing and using
his specialty will be positively reflect-
ed on his university and students as
well. The current Civil Service Law
compels teachers to seek and invest in
commercial businesses of no connec-
tion to their specialty, simply to avoid
contradiction with the law.

Finally, I find myself suggesting and
strongly recommending that a univer-
sity should conduct a field survey sim-
ilar to the one made in Austria, in order
to find out the need and requirement of
the market place at both the private and
public sectors and to evaluate the uni-
versities’ graduates and the suitability
of the fields being taught comparable
to needs and demands of the market
place. Furthermore, there is a need to
find and search for the reasons leading
to unemployment, if it exists. This
field survey should be conducted and
consist of independent teams to guar-
antee reaching suggestions and recom-
mendations that can be implemented in
reality.

CHANGE

For the
~ love of
books

BY SADAF SHAH
SADAFSHAH @ YAHOO.CA
. For THE YEAMEN TIMES

parents, the

importance of |
learning must he
emphasized time |
- and again for the
sake of our children’s future. Please |
_ do not believe the false notion that
it is the teacher’s job at school to
_foster learning. No. It starts at
_home. Teachers help students build
| skills, but a parent’s crucial role is
o nurture a love of books anc
words. How do we do that? B
reading to our children at bedtin
especially, but even throughout th;:;
whole day. Making reading a part of
your child’s life will make him
rave books, as he gets older. Foster
_ an environment of reading by being |
_an avid reader yourself. Childrexi_:
emulate behavior, and by showin : |
your children how you love to read
ill help them to appreciate boni‘:s_}E
. as well. There is a huge differem;ﬁf
 between knowing how to read and
_being an avid reader. We have to
_turn our children into adults who |
 will consistently turn to reading as a |
 source of pleasure. But how do we |
do that? .

ear

 Some important points fo
remember:
__ There are some rules to remem- |
_ber when promoting an environ-
_ment of reading. First of all, read
_aloud starting from birth. This is |
really important since listening
comprehension comes before read-
 ing comprehension. The more
_words a child hears, the bigger his
_vocabulary will be. And this will
_help when the child starts to read by‘“:
_himself. Second of all, parents,
instead of wasting time and money
. on ‘qat’, buy lots of books and have
them available all around the house.
f"‘Qat’ will not nurture a love D:f.:;:
_books. Stocking your house with |
 books will send a strong message t‘of;E
your children that you value read- |
 ing. Be a reader yourself! Make a
 habit of reading a book or the news- |
I::‘paper while your child is in the |
' room. Please do not watch T.V, as a |
 child who sees his parent watching
. TV most of the time will emulate |
that behavior. More than ten hours |
of TV a week leads to under-
. achievement in school according to
the American Academy of
Pediatrics. Forget the
cartoons/movies; show your child
hat reading is more important fo
ou by reading yourself. And iefif
_your children also be in charge of
 what they read. If they have an
interest in airplanes for example, let
_them buy books/magazines that
'>pja'ter to their interest. Yes, even
_magazines count as a good source
;'df reading material. To sum up:
b_ “I know no animal product that
'despite its youth, the short time th
_elapsed since its birth, its modest
;-bn'ce and its ready availability

Q;‘i‘irings together so much excellent
_advice, so much rare knowledge, 50 |
many works by great minds amf '
keen brains, so many lofty thoughts
_and sound doctrines, so much wise |
. experience or so much informatioini
’:;fabom bygone ages, distant lands, .
everyday sayings and demolished
_empires, as a book....” ‘ .
_ The above passage is taken from
a translated version of a prolific
_ Iragi writer by the common name of
~ Al-Jahiz. Happy reading everyone!
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of supporting terror

Al-Heela discloses concomstant
circumstances of his disappear-

ance

Yemeni students abroad face

financial crisis

Ministry of social affairs assigns a
committee to study the phenome-
non of smuggling Yemen; chnciren’

abroad

Oil ministry denies the charge of
its violation of the law, confirms
avail of selling the sector
Yemeni Jews in Israel demand
~ Yemeni government to include

) \ Al-Wahda weekly,

21 Apr 2004.
ud)r'
Main headlines
e Public dialogue sittings with
returnees from Afghanistan
* Endowments minister: Contacts

with the Saudi side to tackle issues
of Umra pilgrims

* Justice Minister: Looking forward
to found distinguished commercial
judiciary

¢ Fish wealth minister: Organizing
artificial fishing preserves fish

wealth

e [talian journalist delegation visits
Yemen

* Security agreements with Oman,
signed

* Director of private education: The
foreign ministry did not understand
our complaint regarding the French
school

e Four new companies in the Free
Zone in Aden

Columnist Ahmed Abdrabah Alawi
says in his article in the age of scientif-
ic advancement, openness and strong
competition in the time of globaliza-
tion and scarcity of resources it has
become imperative for the govern-
ments, Yemen’s government included,
to give great attention to human
resources as they are considered a rare
resource, on the one hand, and a rela-
tive competitive trait on the other hand.
This matter takes an exceptional
dimension when talking administration
leaderships.

We, in Yemen, despite of the great
investment in preparing and qualifica-
tion of human resources, as there are
many government and private universi-
ties and research centers, this matter
alone is not enough without taking into
consideration the nature and quality of
qualification of preparation of these
resources for an age in need of to have
these resources equipped with large
groups of required administrative
descriptions.

We have the ambition to see the lead-
ing administrative posts available for
every distinguished and proper person.
Choosing such persons for leading
posts to be based on objective scientif-
ic bases, mainly efficiency, activeness
and honesty in his administrative work.

Al-Mithaq weekly,
%+ organ of the General
o People’s C 19
o b eople’s Congress,
* Apr 2004.
Main headlines
¢ General strategy for wages,

Bajammal: The restructuring is a
complete system and partitioning it
is harmful

* Elections Supreme committee pre-
pares a comprehensive study for a
system of geographic information

* In condemnation of Rantissi assas-
sination,. The GPC demands the
international community for pro-
viding full protection for the

Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

Explosion in Riyadh and shrapnel
in Sana’a, Islah congregation con- <
demned, GPC accused the Isiah

them as its natsonals abroad
Indignation dominates the street
for assassination of Rantissi

' Al-Zindani: Citizens possession of

weapons rendered the Iragi
resistance stronger than the army

in fighting the Americans:

in fraq

American soldier works for Israel

» Arab rulers sending troops to pro-
_ tect armies of occupation in Iraq
TeleYemen’s new system and

ending monopoly of G.S.M. to

Palestinian people

¢ The national Conference discusses
developments that happened to the
Arab renaissance project

* An early attempt by Islah party for
rigging students elections

Columnist Dr Abdulaziz al-Maqaleh
says in his article for appeasing Israel
and its Zionist project aimed at extend-
ing eastward and westward and in sat-
isfying some family rancours and eco-
nomic greeds, the American adminis-
tration went to Iraq and dropped its
troops in the desert under the mercy of
the sun and sands. The two parties have
thought that after the temporary fall of
Baghdad everything was achieved and
that the winds were in their favour and
according to what it was planned and
then Bush appeared boastfully to talk
about victory and lies of liberation and
democracy. Observers thought that
time stopped and the whole globe have
become a ranch for the Bush’s family,
their supporters of new conservatives
and mercenary allies to entertain the
freedom of roaming here and there. But
the time that appeared to those as had
stopped again began to turn and the
Iraqi resistance began to come out
from under the rubble, brave and grad-
ual in its operations until it has reached
its peak at the first anniversary of the
regime fall and it spread n the whole
land of Iraq. All Iraq changed into a
wave of anger against the foreign occu-
pation forces confirming in the name
of all the Iraqis that the war is still
going on and what happened on the 9th
of April was just a temporary truce to
restore  strength and  balance.
Nowadays the world is talking about
the genuine war of liberation, the liber-
ation of every inch of Iraq from occu-
pation.

It is true that the price is high but the-
ses are the great peoples and Iraq has
sacrificed he best of its sons and will
do so and these people would accept to
surrender to usurpists.

Wabhj al-Haqeeqa
weekly, 24 Apr 2004.

Main headlines

e After the success in journalists
union and the failure in the unions
of lawyers and physicians, The
opposition sweeps elections of
Sana’a University students

* GPC accuses the Islah of blessing
terror

e The issue of politician Ahmed
Ubeid continues at the information
level

* In one day, aggression of the jour-
nalist al-Sharjabi and lawyer al-
Samawi

Titled ** Blair Warns against staying in
Iraq inferno” Mr Abdeh al-Maswari
says in his article that in his recent visit
by Tony Blair to Bush he has warned
the American president and told him
that if they would not protect them-
selves from the hell that has exploded
in Iraq lately and rationally pull the

reduce cost of mobile phone calls
- 96% of Iraqis say security during
_ his era was better: Saddam's
~lawyer considers him as kid-
~_napped, his trial of no legal force

American and its allies troops, he
(Bush) would not would not be able in
the near future come out of it at all.
Blair advised him that the only outlet
was the return t the UN Security
Council and giving the full authority to
forces from the NATO, Arab and
Islamic countries to be supervised by
the United Nations in order to avoid
the painful disaster around us.

The British prime minister has predict-
ed that result and advised Bush by that.
Now we see that Bush’s allies are pul-
ing their troops from Iraq. The first
country was Spain to be followed by
Holland and another number of coun-
tries in this iniquitous alliance.

Annas weekly,
26 Apr 2004.

Main headlines

e A GPC leading member: Those
demanding reforms are secession-
ists

e Sheikh  Hussein  Omer
Mahfoudh under arrest

*  Yemeni students abroad facing
financial crisis

e A father kills his son in Radhmah
and a wife kills her mother in law
in the capital

* Iraqi economic expert: Iraq needs
investments estimated at about 40
billion dollars to qualify its oil sec-
tor

*  On selling 60% of oil sector 53,
The government assails the Oil
Committee and MPs threaten by a
vote of non-confidence

* Journalists solidarity with the
Palestinian people

bin

Columnist Shaker Ahmed Khalid says
in an article the Saudi statements on
the increasing numbers of Yemeni
infiltrators to its territories by 150
thousands during the past three months
have burst many questions on the
social and economic dimensions of
Yemenis migration in a fearful
increase. These dimensions are seen by
social circles as coming as a reflection
of the Yemeni situation, which is eco-
nomically is characterized by stagna-
tion and growing structural failures and
performance weakness of economic
sectors because of imbalance policies
and the weakness of saving rates and
investment as well as the rise in rates of
poverty, inflation, unemployment and
migration of national capital. Added to
those are the administrative complica-
tions, weakness of security and judici-
ary and corruption of administration
and misuse of resources. All that cre-
ates circumstances that would not help
growth and would not support indica-
tors of economic stability.

In addition to that the government eco-
nomic policies have failed to accom-
plish the second phase of the economic
reform program, embodied by creating
economic stability capable of positive
rate of economic growth and improv-
ing the citizens standard of living.
Under these deteriorating situations the
government insists on more of the poli-
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By Samer A.

cies that would double the deteriora-
tion of the economic and social situa-
tion of the Yemenis. the eye-catching
thing in those latest Saudi statements is
that they came coinciding with meeting
of the follow-up committee emerged

By Yahya Al-Olf
alolfi@hotmail.com

from the Yemeni-Saudi Coordination
Council in its third session that dis-
cussed the movement of goods trans-
port between Yemen and Saudi Arabia.
Riyadh has also lately announced the
confiscation of large quantities of

weapons, ammunition and drugs on the
borders between the two countries and
continuously condemned the attempts
of infiltration and smuggling of drugs
and weapons across its borders with
Yemen.

Waiting for Godot or waiting For Jehovah? (Part 4)

ou might still remember

that the first article bearing

the above title was prompt-

ed by a casual discussion in

a simple Sana’a café. It
started with the intrigning question of
who orders the other one about, is it Israel
or USA?

Together we shall hopefully try to find
the answer to this elusive question
through this and the upcoming last article
about the subject, hoping to have your
essential timely feedback on this crucial
and extremely important affair which has
perplexed us all. You as myself are of
course very much enamored with
American media productions of horror
movies, action films, soaps, comedy
series and most importantly those portray-
ing Arabs in stereotypes as sex maniacs,
bandits and dull avid terrorists.

So let us have an outlook at the indus-
try because it is related closely to our sub-
ject and you shall notice in the upcoming
American elections that the upcoming
“love story” or core of the electoral com-
petition between Bush Jr. and Veteran
Kerry shall be undoubtedly the ubiquitous
monotonous complex of “who loves
Israel more!??" Is it Bush or Kerry? Mind
you! Both guys’ wives do not feel jealous
at all.

For your and my information, I have
just known that CBS network comprises
of 200 TV stations and is owned by gigan-
tic “Viacom'' the owner of “Paramount
Pictures” which in its turn owns the fol-
lowing TV channels: MTV, VHI,
Nickelodeon, BET which is exclusively
destined to African Americans, Showtime
and Infinity radio network which possess-
es more than 180 radio stations, UPN TV
network which reaches 97% of American

| homes in addition to CBS.

This great network is run by Mr
Rothstein who has changed his typical
Jewish name into a more fashionable one
and that is Rodstone, so that he can go
with the times. His deputy is also a Jew
named Melvin Karmazin. It is worth
mentioning that Mr. Rothstein or for that
matter Rodstone is an active and unri-
valled member in countless Zionist organ-
izations.

In brief most of the other remaining
media organs running the show in USA
are being run by pro Israeli American

Jews. In fact it has come to my mind to

Who adores Israel more:
Kerry or Bush?

indicate the Jewish impact at the White
House, so that we can have a better com-
prehensive conclusion. Thus, let us men-
tion some of the Jews who worked in
Clinton administration, and others work-
ing right now for Bush Jr.

The Clinton administration boasted
having many Jewish members who were
in charge in addition to those mentioned
in one of my previous articles such as
Keith Boykin, Jeff Eller. Tom Epstein,
Judith Feeder, Richard Finebridge,
Herschel Gouper, Steve Kessler, Ron
Klein, Madeleine Conan, David Koznit,
Margaret Hamberg, Manny Gruenwald,
Karen Adler. Samuel Lewis, Stanley
Ross, Dan Sifter, Elli Siegel, Martin
Indic, Dennis Ross, Louis Fé, R.
Ginsburg, Michael Waldmann, James
Robin.

Meanwhile, Mr. Bush brags about hav-
ing Eliot Cohen the defense policy coun-
cil member who called bluntly for a no
holds barred attack against Islam as a reli-
gion rather than at Islamic extremists, Mel
Sembler the USA Export & Import Bank
Chairman, Michael Chertoff a deputy
minister of justice, Steve Goldsmith the
special Consultant of President George
Bush Jr. and is an intimate friend of the
Israeli Ultra-extremist charlatan Ehud
Olmert who used to be mayor of
Jerusalem and now is a Cabinet member
of the uncontested international War
Criminal Sharon (by the way, in Arabic
“Sharon” means “complete Evil” what a
coincidence!), Adam Goldmann the
Jewish Community’s special representa-
tive at the white House, Joseph
Gildenhom Bush’s special envoy to the
Jewish Community, Christopher Gersten
the first health minister deputy and the
husband of the Labor Minister Mrs. Linda
Chavez and both are bringing up their
children according to radical Judaism,
Mark Weinberger the deputy Treasurer,
Samuel Bodmann the deputy Minister of
Commerce, Bonnei Cohen a deputy for-
eign minister, Ruth Davis, Lincoln
Bloomfield a deputy foreign minister for
military affairs, Jay Lefkowitz the white
house’s budget legal consultant, Ken
Melman a political manager at the white
house, Brad Blakeman the agenda man-
ager of the white house and at last but not
least the chairman of the Central Bank
Mr. Alan Greenspan.

I hope that with such information we

can have a clear idea of how and why
America is behaving as it does. It is to be
noted that although Israel is based on an
asinine legend, it is run through meticu-
lous secular machinery and religion is
merely used to bring about adherents
from all over the world.

Of course with time, different Jews
have developed the idea that they are
Hebrew descendents, but unfortunately
the bitter fact is that each and every
Israeli, or for that matter Jew, belongs to
his original ethnicity. Naively, Jewish
Arabs who say that we are cousins are in
fact pure Arabs who happened to be
Jewish and the same applies on the other
Jewish Blend. In other words, present
Israel is merely based on a religious
heresy rather than on a non-existent old-
time blotted out tribe.

You must observe that I do not hate
Jews because they are Jews, but I really
do hate butchers and children-killers like
Sharon, Peres, Menahim Begin, Yitzhak
Shamir, Ben Gorion, Golda Meir and the
other miserable bigoted maniacs who
have cold-bloodedly wiped out thousands
of Arabs, namely Palestinians, the indige-
nous people of what is termed today as
the State of Israel or the superstitiously-
based ‘‘promised land.”

I have received emails from different
Jews of different ethnic backgrounds,
who blamed Arabs for the ongoing plight
of the Palestinians, because according to
them, the Arabs refused the 1948 United
Nations Plan for the partition of Palestine
between the Jews who were then,
chucked from Europe and the indigenous
population of Palestine.

This is partly frue but we must remem-
ber that most Arab countries at the time
were either under French or British direct
occupation and thus they could not put up
a fight at all let alone taking an appropri-
ate decision. Furthermore, western pow-
ers were extremely sympathetic with the
Jews who were indeed subjected to unde-
niable crimes in Europe.

But, it is a shame that the survivors are
reticent about what is going on against the
Palestinians except if they do consider
them goiym of no value according to their
holy Torah.

The next and last article about the title
subject shall deduce the answer to the
question, what are the Arab prospects of
an Arab counter action? See you then.
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~THE ONLY WAY
YOU CAN LOOK

LET'S HEAR IT
FOR SPIRITUAL
MOMENTS!

. (Mar 21 - Apr 19)

Aries

Love will take a turn for the
best if you are aggressive
in a passionate and
intelligent way. You will be
able to attract some very
interesting people with your
creative ideas.

Taurus

(Apr 20 - May 20)

Don't try to force someone
to be frank with you. Have
a good comeback prepared
to avoid embarrassing
yourself. This is not the day
to make changes.

N

Leo

(Jul 23 - Aug 22)

Take advantage of your
good fortune and put it to
use where it will count. If
there is something you
have been trying to get
others to help you with,
today would be the perfect
time to persuade them.

Virgo

(Aug 23 - Sep 22)

Refrain from criticizing the
people around you. You will
gain more ground if you
encourage and
compliment. Be smart and

Sagittarius

(Nov 22 - Dec 21)

Your mind will be on
entertainment and travel.
Give yourself a break and
give in to your whims. You
will make some interesting
observations.

Capricorn

(Dec 22 - Jan 19)

Play a safe game when it
comes to your investments.
Take care of any pressing
matters, clear up overdue
bills and rethink your long-
term goals.

change your strategy. Aquarius

Gemini (Jan 20 - Feb 18)
) (May 21 - Jun 20) Libra You will be emotional and
Hit the information highway ﬂ (Sept 23 - Oct 22) will probably find it difficult
and do your research. You Ask for help if you need it. to contain the way you are
OF COURS, can drum up interest for Contact and talk with feeling. Try to reason with
EEF ZeeZ projects that involve all people who will appreciate yourself before making a
FANTRSIES forms of communication. A your talents and make valid scene. Counteract your
LASTED A relative or close friend may suggestions. Count on a anxious feeling  with

LEETLE
LONGER,
U WOULDON'T
NEED TO
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WWW. UCONICS . COM

back your idea.

Cancer

(Jun 21 - Jul 22)

Remind yourself what it is
you always wanted to do. If
you haven't reached your
goals, consider where you
went wrong and what must
be done.

profitable turn of events.

Scorpio

(Oct 23 - Nov 21)

Money may be on the line
today. Someone you work
with is likely to conceal
important information.
Don't leave yourself open
— do your own research
and your own work

something energetic and
physical.

Pisces

(Feb 19-Mar 20)

It’s time to make a decision
as to what you are going to
do next. Opportunities are
present, but you must
make the move. Don't let
anyone talk you into giving
up.
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PH:33344855

YYEAAY i sl
£VVAAA 1 L)
TVl e Sl
XYY Vi apud
S LY

las Bas eslia
3_‘3 o _ Slaiiie jisealy yisuesSIL el 5i 2Ylasi a3
UA'““ (3/9) Lol _ali i le VT oA-ARY: Lol sl VAWTE00: s alll sae : Jual s3ll T
T o . dusdeepeola¥lan om0 o vrELVAY ¢ el
= ety panill il Ulas S b o WY LS50 pppibiapatl B 85« Saa V480 Josse by 35k pall W j

V-§8800.,£8VAY o il il o y ’ B 8 " TNz VANSARY: Jual sl oLl

B i (3/9) s sy s VYOYANAT L VALY - sl all aladsd) S

£Y e § SR S

Y. AARA—E . A2NA

[

s

AL Hamedi Trading

Shop:289473 Ware House: 423829
Mobile: 73770952 Fax: 289473

Email : alhamedi@y.net.ye
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The one stop

i

The fastest way to send and
receive money worldwide.

AL-HAMD FOR

EXCHANGE.
SANA’A, Al-Tahreer St.
Tel:286562, 273069
Hadda st.Near Al-Komaim
center. Mobile:73775335.

travel shop
P.O.Box 19254, Sana'a, Tel.
210028,40072273, Fax: 400555
E-mail: murjan @griffin-ltd.com
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Reach Out Center for Human Development (ROCHD) a new modern and specialized
center announces its need for qualified teachers in the following fields:
1-  Languages
English — French — German
2- Computers & Networks and Computer Engineering
3-  In the field of Development of Capabilities and Skills
- Home planing
- Painting on ceramics
- Painting on glass
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- Public Relations
- Administrative Work

- Contacts with Foreign and International Organizations
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TILAL TRADING & CONSTRUCTION CO.

| ‘ ' ' SPECIALISTS IN PRE-ENGINEERED AND
/ r' ,'\ oy ¥, ‘s STRUCTURAL STEEL BUILDINGS
ad L 1/ (15 e ‘  POBox 2563, SANAA . REPUBLIC OF YEMEN , TEL :967-1-674945/44/43 , FAX: 967-1-674942
tilal.co@y.net.ye sl
info@tilal-co.com
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To advertise please contact: 73810416, 268661/2/3

Prices of Yemen Times in Gulf Countries - KSA: 2 rials, UAE: 2 dirhams, Oman: 500 baisas, Qatar: 2 rials, Bahrain: 200 fils
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