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Former Malaysian PM talks to Yemen Times

By WALID AL-SAQQAF
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
YEMEN TIMES

Former Malaysian Prime Minister
Dr. Mahathir Mohammed told the
Yemen Times in an exclusive interview
held last Wednesday that President
Saleh and the Yemeni government must
listen to what the people of Yemen
want to say in order to achieve devel-
opment.

Mahathir was in the midst of a short
visit to Yemen in which he met with
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, Prime
Minister Abdulgader Ba Jammal and
several governmental and private sec-
tor individuals.

In response to a question of how the
Yemeni president should respond to the
launching of a civil society committee
to support the President in his efforts
for reform and development through

advice and dialogue, Mahathir said,
“The government and president must
listen to the views of their people. They
should not necessarily accept them, but
they must carefully listen and have dia-
logue.”

Dialogue with people: A must

When confronted with the fact that
Yemen is suffering from tremendous
challenges and difficulties, and that a
number of pioneer intellects have
formed a committee to express solidar-
ity with the president in presenting
them with their views and advice on
issues concerning development, he
gave the Malaysia example by saying
that “in Malaysia for example, we
always have dialogue with the private
sector, civil society including NGOs,
etc. Representatives from all those peo-
ple will have at least one direct dia-
logue with the government, and some-

“Yemen’'s government
must listen to the people”

Former Malaysian Prime Minister Dr. Mahathir Mohammed.

times more frequently. This is neces-
sary because the government wants to
know what those people think it has to

do in order to enhance the standard of
living and develop the country.”
Continued on page 13

BY MOHAMMED AL-QADHI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Yemen’s parliament has intensified its
confrontation with the ruling GPC over a
recent controversial oil deal by demand-
ing that the prime minister should sum-
mon before parliament next Wednesday.

The parliament decided Saturday that
Abdulgader Bajamal should stand before
the parliament to reply to the accusations

Oil deal
angers MPs
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he made against the MPs who voted
against the oil deal in which the govern-
ment sold of 60% of its revenue in the
field 53. The parliament gave the gov-
ermnment a choice either to abolish the
deal or withdraw its vote of confidence
from the minister of oil.

MPs were angered by the accusations
of Bajamal who described them of being
opportunists, saying that the government
will not cancel the deal. MPs decided
Saturday that the PM should be give
proof of his accusations or be interrogat-
ed.

However, MPs of the ruling party
tried to calm down the tension, by voting
for the decision in favor of summoning
the PM.

Continued on page 13
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Al-Suswa: No idea
of trial postponement

By YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Minister of Human Rights, Amat al-
Alim al-Suswa said that she had no
idea about a decision to postpone the
trial of some suspected terrorists which
was supposed to start last week.

However, she said in a meeting with
journalists last Wednesday to observe
the International Press Freedom Day
that the USS Cole bombing suspects
are excluded from the tribunal because
some of the suspected perpetrators are
still on the run.

It was reported last week that the

L

trial of the Limburg bombing and other
terrorist operations suspects was post-
poned, as the security men are still
hunting down for some of those sus-
pects who are being protected by some
influential clerics.

Al-Suswa called on the Yemeni
Journalists Syndicate (YJS) to play a
more pivotal role to end the penalties
that criminalize journalists on issues of
publication and to enhance the watch-
dog role of journalists in the society.

Continued on page 13
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Yemen receives 14
‘“‘wanted’ Saudis

Official sources reported last Thursday
that Yemen would receive 14 Yemen citi-
zens wanted by justice on various securi-
ty related charges, but the sources did not
elaborate on the date to hand over the sus-
pects and whether they are connected to
terror activities which took place in
Yemen.

This came following the visit of Saudi
Prince Mohamed Bin Naif Bin Abdul
Aziz, Assistant Minister of Interior for
Security Affairs, who visited Yemen last
Wednesday and was received by

President Saleh.

Press reports mentioned that the Saudi
Prince discussed the possibility of the col-
laboration of Yemen in the search of three
wanted suspects, accused of committing
terror activities recently inside Saudi,
who may have fled to Yemen.

The two countries at an earlier time
exchanged a number of wanted elements
including some accused in the bombing
of French Oil Carrier, “Limburg” off the
shores of Al-Mukalla Port, Hadhramout
Govemorate in 2002.

Local News

Yemeni Family Care
Association holds conference

By FAumia AL-FoTiH
FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

After 10 years of holding the Cairo
Conference for Population and
Development, Yemeni Family Care
Association (YFCA) along with Arab
World Regional Office and the
European Union (EU) organized on
Saturday a 2-day conference on 8-9
May in Sana’a.

The workshop that was held under
the motto of “From recommendations
to commitment and implementations”
took place at the Palace of Youth.

Mr. Ahmed Sofan, the vice prime
minister and the minister of planning
& Int. Cooperation along with a host
numbers attended the conference.

Sofan delivered a speech in which
he said “The population issue has been
representing a challenge that all of us
have t deal with.

He concluded “Yemen participation
in Cairo conference in 1994 represent-
ed the importance that Yemen has paid
to the regional and international work
involving in development process.”

The conference focused, through the
submitted papers, on 5 As (ADIS,
Adolescence, Abortion, Access to pro-
ductive health services and Advocacy).

Mr. Abdualmalik Al-Tihami, the
executive manger of YFCA, told
Yemen Times “I want to point out that
this conference today on population,
development and reproductive health
to evaluate what has been achieved 10
years ago after the international con-

ference that was held in Cairo in 1994.
Through this conference a number of
working papers will be submitted aim-
ing at evaluating what has been ful-
filled and what is the role of the gov-
ernment, society, non-governmental
and international associations is. In
addition these papers display the diffi-
culties and impediments that hinder
the fulfillment of the Cairo Conference
goals. "He added “Moreover, we want
through this conference to come up
with a clear working paper for YFCA
and recommendations for government
and non-governmental associations.”

Gamila Al-Sharea, the program
officer at YFCA also told Yemen
Times “The Yemeni Family Care
Association organizes on 8-9 May the
national conference in Sana’a. The
International Union for Family
Planning, four Arab associations;
Sudanese, Bahrain, Egyptian and
Djibouti as well as representatives of
the international institutions and gov-
ernmental and non-governmental bod-
ies participated.

She concluded “We expect that we
can come up with suggestions and a
working plan for the upcoming
years.”A show for the media contribu-
tions related to population, reproduc-
tive health and family planning will
accompany the conference. It is worth
mentioning that a press conference will
be held at the end of the conference in
which experts from YFCA, the EU and
the International Union for Family
Planning representatives participated.

Women

S health

on event agenda

On Saturday, May 8, the World
Bank country office in Yemen, in part-
nership with UNDP and DHL, will be
hosting the first Yemen Development
Marketplace (YDM) at Raba’a Al-
Adhwiya Girls’s school in Sana’a.

This event, focused on a competi-
tion and knowledge forum, will show
case 25 finalist teams that submitted
ideas to the World Bank under the
themes of Women’s Health, Women’s
Education, and Qat Awareness.

The finalists were selected from
among 95 applicants who participated
in the YDM national competition.
This competition was open to all
organizations, including NGOs,
research institutions, and the private
sector and proposals were reviewed
by the World Bank technical experts.

In addition to the competition, a
knowledge forum will also be held.
This conference-like part of the day
will include three presentations on the
themes of Women’s Health, Women’s
Education, and Qat Awareness.

The event’s opening ceremony will
commence at 9 a.m. Mr. Christiaan
Poortman, the World Bank Vice
President for Middle East North
Africa Region, will give the opening
speech. Vice Prime Minister and
Minister of Planning and International
Cooperation as well as Minister of
Social Affairs and Labor will also
speak briefly. Representatives from
partner organizations will attend.

The opening of the marketplace
will take place at 11:30 a.m. with the
cutting of the ribbon. Public inter-
views of the finalists by the jury will
follow and continue throughout the
day.

Finalist teams, some of which are
coming from Aden, Hadramoout,
Taiz, Hodiedah and Dhamar, will be
displaying their ideas at booths and
interviewing with jurors on May 8.
Winners of the competition will be
announced "at 4 p.m. at the event’s
closing ceremony.

First project of its kind
Agricultural

market established

By RASHEED AL-SAQQAF
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Dhahban Company for the marketing
of consumers’ goods and agricultural
produce launched a unique one of a kind
project, by establishing a new central
market for the marketing of agricultural
goods.

This would not be just in Yemen, but
at the level of all Arab countries accord-
ing to foreign experts, in terms of a pro-
duction system and storage facilities,
capable of meeting the development in
the agricultural production, and the
location and capacity of the market,
which would coincide with expansion
of the population in Sana’a secretariat.

Director and owner of the project, the
prominent  Yemeni  businessman,
Ahmed Handhel, said that the most
important goals of the project is the full
obligation to health and technical condi-
tions in the production and storage. The
project, to be inaugurated at the end of
this month, spans over an area of 60,000
square meters on 60-metre Road, to
coincide with the Yemeni celebrations
on the occasion of anniversary of unifi-
cation of the country May 22.

Alleviating
poverty

With cooperation of Oxfam-Yemen
Civic Democratic initiatives support
Foundation concluded on Thursday 29
April at Taj Sheba Hotel a 2-day work-
shop titled “Private sector and the non-
government organizations...partnership
for alleviating poverty”.

The workshop discussed the ability of
integrating the civil society in imple-
menting and following up the alleviating
poverty strategy.

The participants enriched the work-
shop with their suggestions and com-
ments to find out mechanisms and solu-
tions for the problems that hinder coop-
eration between the private sector and the
civic society.

A large number of private and civic
society representatives attended the
workshop.
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Polish National
Day celebrated

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

I received a proposal and
quickly accepted it to i
become Polish ambassador
to united Yemen in Sana’a.
In Sana’a we saw it for first
time in 1972-1973 as a total-
ly different city to compare
with today Sana’a as metro-
politan with more than 1
million population and with
wide avenues and with huge
construction, in other words,
in dramatic development.

The 3rd of May is the
anniversary of National Day Poland.
As matter of fact it is the first constitu-
tion in Europe. Polish parliament
approved first constitution for Poland.”

About the Polish-Yemeni relations
he said “From the beginning of unifi-
cation of Yemen, Poland was very

Mr. Tadeusz Strojwas,
Polish Ambassador to
Sanaa

g - much attached to that
. idea. We have not had
ambassador in south
- Yemen. One of the rare
European countries
which was not repre-
sented in south of
Yemen.

We immediately after
the unification on May
1990 and have mutual
agreement  between
Polish and Yemen. We
have established diplo-
matic relations with
united Yemen and has
embassy in Sana’a in 1990. About the
Polish-Yemeni relations have not been
as actively and I would like to empha-
sis that the commercial relations
caloric cooperation and there is educa-
tional and economical cooperation as
well.”

Ongoing YSP suggestions to improve the country

Committee of
YSP has long list

By HASSAN AL-ZAIDI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Meeting recently on democratic
reform, the YSP’s central committee
recently called on government changes in
a variety of areas.

For one, it called on the government to
reconsider proposed price hikes.

It also emphasized the importance to
develop the experiment of “Joint Parties
Meeting” and to enhance it toward
strengthening the opposition in Yemen.

Pointing with concern to the deterio-
rating economic, social and cultural situ-
ations of the country and calling on the
government to focus on the necessary
reforms to improve the living conditions
of the citizens, it called on the govern-
ment and security officials to stay out of
the affairs of civil society organizations
and to end the abusive practices against
journalists and to respect the freedom of
the press as a clear constitutional right.

The committee called for the rehiring
of all civil and military personnel, sus-
pended since the war of 1994, and to pay
up all their legal and constitutional com-
pensations and to return all confiscated
properties and funds of the Yemen
Socialist Party following the war of
1994.

The committee praised the success of
the conferences of Yemeni Journalists
Syndicate and Sana’a University
Professors Union.

In its final communiqué, it called for
the comprehensively and transparently
completion of investigation concerning
the accompanying circumstances in the
case of the assassination of Jar All Omr
and to reveal and to announce to the pub-
lic the real perpetrators.

Furthermore, to unfold the circum-
stances behind the disappearance of
Ahmed Salem Obeid by the Yemen and

Egyptian governments to bear the
responsibility to guarantee his safety and
immediate release through the formation
of a national committee to follow up on
his case.

The Committee confirmed following
the constructive evaluation of the experi-
ment of YSP during the past year of the
importance to renew the political rhetoric
of the party, its mechanism and organiza-
tional structure and to direct attention to
the youth cadre in the party.

With regards to the regional and inter-
national developing situations, the YSP
committee denounced the primitive and
oppressive practices of the Israeli
Government and the latest assassinations
of Shiek Ahmed Yassin and Dr. Abdul
Azziz Al-Runtisi and the Israeli threat to
assassinate President Arafat.

Concerning the situation in Iraq, the
committee expressed its concern toward
the deterioration of the situation and to
the escalation of violence and torture and
confirming that the solution lies in the
ending of the occupation of Iraq and the
return of its sovereignty.

The YSP committee also pointed out
to the importance of the development of
relations between Yemen and the coun-
tries of the Gulf Cooperation Council,
GCC and with the countries in the Horn
of Africa toward enhancing the ties of
integration and achieving peace and sta-
bility.

It confirmed the importance that the
government be more transparent, frank
and direct in the fields of regional and
international relations and in the combat
of terrorism and the importance to con-
duct major reforms in Arab and Muslim
countries in the various fields.

At the end, a preparatory committee
was formed to commence preparation for
the holding of the General Conference of
the Yemen Socialist Party.

e Readers’

Voice

Yemen Times features
“Readers’ Voice” a popular way
for our readers to interact with
us. This is your opportunity to
have a say on world and local
affairs.

This edition’s question:

Do you think that
Rumsfeld will eventually
resign or be sacked?

- No, he will never
- Yes, he will be sacked
- Yes, he will resign

last edition’s question:
Do you think that the
punishment of reducing rank
or throwing out of service
against the US soldiers
accused of torture enough?

* No, they need a more severe
punishment 75%
* Yes, it is enough 25%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll
and have your voice heard!
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Oil refinery in Hadhramout

A number of Saudi and Emirates
businessmen have agreed to fund the
building of an oil refinery in Yemen
at a cost of $225 million,

Hadhramout Refining Company,
which is owned by a number of
Saudi, Emirates and Yemeni
investors, siened last Thursday an
agreement with two South Korean
companies to implement the project
to establish an oil refinery at Al
Dhabah Port in Hadhramout.

This would be the first refinery to
be built jointly by local and Arab
private sectors in Yemen. The work
will take 30 months before comple-
tion, with a production capacity in
its first phase of 50 thousand barrels
per day.

Body found in Marib

May 7 - Several tribesmen found
the body of a man laying on one of
the mountains of Wadi (valley)
Habad situated between Sana’a and
Marib governorates.

A tribal source said that the body
had been laying there for probably
three months.
| Itis still unknown if the man died

of natural causes or he was mur
dered.

The criminal investigation has
custody of the remains of the body
in order to determine through autop-
sy and other DNA testing the identi-
ty of the man and the motives and
causes of the man's death.

The source doubted that the man
was from the region. He speculated
that the body was transported from

 another part of the country before it
was dumped in that sight. A Russian
made pistol was also found next to
the body. .

Members of Chad Board of

' Aviation visit Yemen

A Team of Chad Board of
Aviation has ended their visit to
Yemen on Tuesday. The team signed
an agreement with Yemeni Board of
Aviation to organize weekly flights
between the two countries.

Mr.  AlKibsi.  commercial
Manager of Yemen Board of
Aviation stated, in an ¢ i

agreement signed by both counmes
will regulate three weekly flights
between Yemen and Chad.,

Annual forum for employees of

United in Aden _
Commdlng with the occasion of
the World's Labor Day, the United
Insurance Company held its third
annual forum of s staff and
employees in Aden City fo honour a
number of its employees. .
Mr. Tareq Abdul Wassa, Director-
General of the company, confirmed
that cadre of human resources is the
_spm of any company and is the

uafi;ﬁcatmn of the campany s

A number of activities, spons and
a play were also included in the
forum,
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Mahathir Mohammed on Yemen, Iraq and a host of issues

“I said it before: the Iraqi
war was a big mistake.”

ormer Malysian Prime Minister Mahathir

Mohammed is a well-known personality in the

Middle East and across the world. He has fas-

cinated so many Muslims with his leadership

skills and courage in confronting local chal-

lenges in Malaysia and international issues abroad. Being
ane of the highly respected leaders of the Muslim world,

he is also greatly admired in the Republic of Yemen. ‘

He has now paid his second visit to Yemen for exchange

of ideas and views of establishing joint efforts to help
develop Yemen's economy and promote Malaysia-Yemen |

relations.

Even though he is not in office right now, yet he is still
quite active in all aspects and fields. He has his inde-
pendent office in Putrajaya, the Federal Capital of
Malaysia, and continues to contribute to the prosperity of

his country.

Editor-in-Chief of Yemen Times Walid Al-Saqqaf met | :
ial Palace in Sana’a Forme

with Dr. Mahathir at the Presiden

last Wednesday and filed the following interview.

Q: As you have resigned from your
post as Prime minister, how is
Mahathir, the citizen, leading his
life?

A: | have been invited to many coun-
tries to give talks, mainly about
Malaysia’s development and also about
international issues. | kept myself quite
busy at home and | also continue to go
to my office. | have my own office now,
where | communicate with scholars
from within the country and abroad. So
| am still quite busy.

Q: How do you assess your suc-
cessor Mr. Badawi in running the
affairs of Malaysia? Do you believe
he will have a similar line as yours
and would follow in your footsteps in
continuing your development plans
for Malaysia?

A: He is doing quite well and his pol-
icy will remain the same. Only the style
would be different. Of course, different
people have different styles. But the
overall policy of Badawi will always be
the same of that set up for Malaysia.

Q: With no exaggeration, during
your leadership of Malaysia, you
have become more of an idol for mil-
lions of Muslims throughout the
world. Many people and | am sure,
many of our Arab leaders are won-
dering: what makes a successful
leader?

A: Well, a leader first must lead in all
aspects, but at the same time he must
ensure that the people who follow him
are not far behind. Sometimes, a leader
may go too fast for his people in terms
of ambitions and steps towards devel-
opment. A successful leader must have
a vision. He must have ideas. He must
analyze and understand the priorities of
his country to develop and prosper and
know the needs of his people and how
to meet those needs.

Q: You just seem to be hinting to
your experience when you said that
a leader may sometimes be far
ahead of his people. Does that truly
imply to you?

A: During my time as Prime minister,
some people did tell me that they could-
n't follow me concerning my ideas for
development and progress, so when
they used to tell me that | would usual-
ly slow down so then people would be
able to understand what | am doing and
hence can then follow me in this
respect.

Q: This is your second visit to
Yemen in the last few years. How do
you assess the progress of the
country since your first visit?

A: Yemen is making some progress.
But by comparison to other countries in
the region, especially oil-rich countries,
Yemen’s development pace is some-
what behind. Yet | believe that Yemen
has the same potential as the other
Arab countries, and should make better
progress.

Q: What is the main purpose of
your current visit to Yemen?

A: | am here to help bolster Yemen-
Malaysia cooperation in fields of trade
and training, which | hope will help in
Yemen’s development process. | am
here together with several business-
men and investors to explore the
opportunities of cooperation and
expansion of relations between the two
countries.

Q: What do you believe should be
done to bolster Yemen-Malaysia rela-
tions?

A: Firstly, Yemen and Malaysia
should have closer relations so we can
exchange our views and experiences
and learn from each other. If there are
successful steps taken by one country,
then experience of this country can be
used by other countries, including
Yemen, for their own progress. If some
countries have succeeded —such as

_al-Saqgqgat.

Malaysia- then they should be followed
by example. | personally believe that
learning from others is vital for the
progress of any nation.

Q: Of course Yemen is one of the
least developed countries of the
world, and is suffering from so many
challenges from illiteracy to slow
development. What do you believe
the priorities of our president and
government should be to bring
about the desired change in the
country?

A: In order to develop, there needs to
be concentration on good governance.
Yemen already has so many natural
resources such as oil and gas. But
even if you had tons of gold beneath
your house and you didn’t work proper-
ly to bring it up and use it, you will not
develop. If you cannot do it yourself,
you have to work with others. Others
can help you bring out your resources,
but you also must make sure you are
not exploited by others, but through
enhancing your own skills to develop.

In Malaysia, we first started to grow
when we invited foreign investors to the
country and start industries in order to
create jobs for our people. They were
not even told to pay taxes, but simply to
provide employment opportunities.
Today, Malaysia has become so indus-
trialized to the level that, unlike before
when we didn’t export manufactured
goods, we now export 82% of our
industrial goods worth more than USD
100 billion a year. This in turn enabled
us to grow quickly and develop to the
level we are in today.

Q: Do you mean that developing
the economy and specifically indus-
trial sector are the priority?

A: Well you also need security and
stability for investments to flourish.
Without a stable country and govern-
ment, you cannot carry out economic
development policies. This is also a
major priority as stability is necessary
for economic development.

Q: | have been at the lecture you
presented in Sana’a in your earlier
visit and you concentrated on edu-
cation to enable the public be more
productive and hence build an active
civil society. How can we in Yemen
convince the president of the impor-
tance of communicating with the
civil society to achieve greater
development?

A: We cherish freedom of the people
—including civil society- and must do so
all the time. We can enjoy freedom
when it is responsible and within the
boundaries of the law. There should be
freedom for example for laborers to go
on strike and express their opinion to
the authorities if they are mistreated or
not given their rights. But if freedom to
go on strike is not regulated and
defined properly, such strikes will lead
to disruption of services, which will dis-
courage investors, and will hence dam-
age the economic progress.

We in Malaysia have always said that
civil workers and organizations must
have their freedom, but they should
also be aware that if they go on strikes
too often, that will result in no invest-
ments and would damage the country’s
economy, and consequently their own
standard of living.

The same applies for the press too. It
is healthy to have freedom in the press,
but being free doesn’t mean being irre-
sponsible, as that will have many nega-
tive consequences on the press and on
the nation as a whole.

On the other hand, | agree with you
that the civil society should assist in
finding ways on how to develop the
country.

Q: An initiative — from Yemen
Times and a number of national fig-
ures - has recently been presented
with the goal of extending a helping
hand to the President in developing

r Malaysian PM Maha

the country. This group expressed
its willingness to provide advice and
assistance in helping the country
develop more quickly to eventually
lead to a modern Yemen. How do you
believe the president should
respond to this initiative?

A: In this respect, | would like to say
that the government and the president
must always listen to the views of their
people. They should not necessarily
accept them, but they must carefully lis-
ten and have dialogue.

In Malaysia for example we always
have dialogue with the private sector,
civil society including NGOs, etc.
Representatives from all those people
will have at least one direct dialogue
with the government, and sometimes
more frequently. This is necessary
because the government wants to know
what those people think it has to do in
order to enhance the standard of living
and develop the country.

Because we are a democracy, the
government has to do this, as those
who do it will be voted back again to the
government if they are in close touch
with their people and know their needs.

Q: What about the media. As part
of civil society, how can they play an
important role in the development of
the country?

A: Free and responsible media that
is self-regulated to ensure they carry
their professional duties in society
should have a major role to play in your
country’s development. Media should
enjoy a lot of freedom, because basi-
cally you are committed to assisting the
government in development of your
country. Of course you have to criticize
negative phenomena, and that is impor-
tant, but it should be done out of care
for your country and its development.

Q: What about the developments
in Iraq? How about the future?

A: The Irag war was a big mistake.
We already said before and | repeat
again that the Iraq war would result in
more terrorism rather than the opposite.
| once said that invading Irag may be
easy, but to rule Iraq is not easy. You
can defeat a government, but you can-
not defeat the people. If the people
don’t like you they will fight you. And
this is what is happening in Irag. Unless
the occupying forces understand this
and realize the need to allow the Iraqis
to rule themselves, this will continue.

Our view is that Iraq needs a strong
government, a very strong government.
If you think that everything can be
solved by democracy, than that may not
be right. This is quite evident when
through democratic elections; a majori-
ty wins and then oppressed the minori-
ty. For example in Serbia, when through
democratic elections Serbs won the
majority, they oppressed the minorities.

In Iraq, we must have Iragis under-
stand the limitations of democracy; oth-
erwise, it will not result in a peaceful
and stable Irag.

Q: In the last Organization of
Islamic Conference (OIC) meeting
held during your last days as prime
minister, you were applauded by
Muslims everywhere in the world for
your courageous statement on the
influence of the Jews and the bias-
ness of the US to Israel. As pressure
is increasing on the UK and US gov-
ernments to abandon the extra
biased stance in favor of Israel, do
you have hope in the future that the
two governments will have a more
balanced stance?

A: It is unfortunate that when they
dealt with my speech at the OIC meet-
ing, they only focused on my words
concerning the Jews, but in fact | also
criticized the Muslims. In fact, even
Muslims focused on my commentary on
the Jews. Because this was a biased
outlook, my speech was not useful for
many people and not much was learnt
from it.

ir Mohammed (left) talks with Yemen Times Editor-in-Chief Walid
. . » » {Yemen Times photo)

| appealed in my speech that we
should sit down and think before we do
anything.

Now | think people are beginning to
realize that | was not being anti-Semitic
in my speech. | think that the Jews
made mistakes. They can be wrong,
and we have the right to criticize them.

But the USA continues to support
Israel irrespective of what they do, even
when they assassinated Sheikh Yassin
and Dr. Rantissi. In other words, the US
is supporting assassinations, and that
is extremely dangerous because it is
against International law.

So, the US must rethink its support
for Israel. When you support Israel irre-
spective of what it does and against the
Palestinians even when they want
peace, then you are not helping the
peace process.

Q: What about the prospects of
change in UK and US policy in the
Middle East. Do you see any
prospect of change?

A: At the moment | see no prospect
of change. But we can see more and
more voices being heard criticizing the
policies of US President George W.
Bush.

Q: As a prominent Muslim leader,
and a supporter of the OIC, what are
in your opinion the potentials of uni-
fying the stance of Muslim countries
in international issues and in sup-
port of their causes?

A: There are certain things that we,
as Muslim, can do without requiring the
approval or support of all the 53 Muslim
members of the OIC. Maybe two
Muslim countries can come together
and do certain things that are good for
the Muslim world. For example, we
have proposed the use of the gold dinar
in trade. Even if not all fifty three
nations are involved, but just three or
four countries at the beginning, this

would be a significant step for the.

Muslim world. But there are definitely
many other things that Muslim coun-
tries can cooperate in, which will be
reflected positively on the Muslim world
as a whole.

Q: Any final comments you may
have?

A: | am very glad to be here in
Yemen. | noticed that there has been
some progress made in the last two
years. | think that there is great possi-
bility and potential for Yemen-Malaysia
cooperation and investment and train-
ing, which will result in not only more
trade between the two countries, but
also will speed up the development of
Yemen. | hope that there will be a good
outcome as a result of this visit. | am
keen to help the government of Yemen
speed up the process of development
in the country.
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* 7 spacious rooms and a waiting room with halls, bathroom and cafeteria
3- A building for reception and guards
4- Broad Parking Lot

The building is located at the intersection of
Amman and Algeria Streets Tel.: 71763743

£ Main building

Parking lot
Attached
building — 3
Reception
building

» Grain Storage
+ Aircraft Hangars
* Power Plants

» ke *

Saudi Building Systems
HO: Jeddah tel: 6370036, fax: 6382173
www butlermig.com
www.saudibuilding.com.sa
Sana’a Office: tel: 273336, fux: 271638
www yemenirading com
email sales@yvementrading.com

» Commercial Centers
* Recreation Centers
» Showrooms

» Warehouses




4 10 May, 2004 Advertisement

Xpress-on™ a_aaly ca®la s 4|
20T 1 (Jaonil] AL LGN s
ALLEM JaiSg o Las B3hatls Aagaitly
cguadlly o alSI Ca 5ligq 23510
e dadad il e uall pe Guulithy
Aladodl (Aalsdl e s (A AL
emall Al 3y dac il

JoLat1 Nokia 7200 ciails , o)
el IS

NOKIA

CONNECTING PEOPLE




Arab / Middle East

5

10 May, 2004

f{msfeld: ‘deepest apology’

for Iraq prison abuse

WASHINGTON, May 7 (Reuters) -
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
took responsibility on Friday for the
abuse of Iraqi prisoners by U.S. troops
and offered his “deepest apology” to the
victims, but said he would not resign
just to satisfy his political enemies.

“These events occurred on my watch
as secretary of defense. I am account-
able for them. I take full responsibility,”
Rumsfeld told the Senate Armed
Services Committee.

Warning that he had seen new photo-
graphs and a videotape not yet made
public that weie hard to believe,
Rumsfeld said more damaging revela-
tions were coming that could inflict
even more damage on the reputation of
the United States.

“I feel terrible about what happened
to these detainees. They are human
beings, they were in U.S. custody, our
country had an obligation to treat them
right. We didn’t. That was wrong,”
Rumsfeld said, adding that the United
States would seek to compensate vic-
tims of abuse.

“To those Iraqis who were mistreated
by members of the U.S. armed forces, 1
offer my deepest apology,” he said.

The tense hearings, broadcast live in
the Arab world as well as the United
States, carried major implications for
Rumsfeld’s future but also for
Americans’ . support for President
George W. Bush and the war in Iraq.

The Vatican called the abuse an
offense against God, while U.S. foreign
policy experts said the scandal would
make it harder for Washington to
achieve its goals, including the “democ-
ratization” of Iraq.

At the end of the Senate hearing,
Rumsfeld appeared to have retained the
support of most Republicans on the
committee, although some said there
were still serious questions he had not
answered. But the defense secretary
seemed to have done enough to keep his
job in the short term.

Bush, campaigning in U.S. heartland,
promised to repair America’s belea-
guered human rights record. “We will

find out the truth and everybody will see
the truth. People will testify. There will
be fair trials, if there are trials. The truth
will be known,” he said.

Rumsfeld, lacking his trademark
bravado, told the Senate and later the
House Armed Services Committee that
he had created a special commission to
investigate the actions. But Arizona
Republican Sen. John McCain said
Americans needed all the available
information at once, adding he was con-
cerned that images of abuse would erode
domestic support for the war.

Kerry accuses Bush

Kerry called on Bush to take full
responsibility for the scandal because
“the chain of command goes all the way
to the Oval Office.”

The president said he retained confi-
dence in his defense secretary.

Asked by South Carolina Republican
Sen. Lindsay Graham whether he could
still perform his duties effectively,
Rumsfeld said: “Needless to say, if I felt
I could not be effective, I would resign
in a minute. I would not resign simply
because people are trying to make a
political issue out of it.”

He also said it would be “not a bad
idea” to tear down the Abu Ghraib
prison.

Michigan Democratic Sen. Carl
Levin said Congress needed to know
how far up the chain of command the
abuse went, whether it was part of a con-
scious policy, condoned by top officials,
of softening up detainees before interro-
gation.

So far, six people have been criminal-
ly charged and six military personnel
have been reprimanded.

The International Committee of the
Red Cross said on Friday there had been
widespread abuse and human rights vio-
lations, tantamount to torture, in U.S.-
controlled Iraqi detention centers, which
appeared to go beyond the revelations
that have emerged from Abu Ghraib.

Rumsfeld repeatedly said he had not
realized the extent of the abuse until he
saw the photographs. He said he had
seen more horrific images on Thursday

Near the end of a long day of testifying, U.S. Secretary of Defense Donald

Rumsfeld wipes his eyes during the House Armed Services committee hear-
ing on Capitol Hill in Washington May 7. Rumsfeld took responsibility on
Friday for the abuse of Iraqi prisoners by U.S. troops and offered his “deep-
est apology” to the victims, but said he would not resign just to satisfy his

political enemies.

evening that he hoped would never be
leaked to the media because they would
do much more damage to the United
States. :

The scandal exploded last week with
the release of photographs showing
grinning uniformed personnel posing in
front of naked detainees. One photo-
graph that appeared on Thursday depict-
ed a naked Iraqi on his knees with a
leash around his neck that was held by
an American servicewoman.

REUTERS

The New York Times, St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, Seattle Post-Intelligencer,
New York Newsday, Boston Globe,
Minneapolis Star Tribune and Detroit
Free Press all called for Rumsfeld to
step down in editorials on Thursday or
Friday.

The U.S. military also said on Friday
it had punished two Army Reserve sol-
diers who assaulted prisoners while
working as guards at the Guantanamo
Bay prison for terrorism suspects.

| AM SAFE

Sadr militiamen attack
British forces in Basra

BASRA, May 8 (Reuters) - Shi’ite mili-
tiamen loyal to embattled rebel Iraqi cleric
Moqtada al-Sadr launched a series of hit-
and-run attacks on British forces in the
southern city of Basra on Saturday, wit-
nesses said.

At least two Iragis were killed and three
British soldiers wounded in the fighting, a
British military spokeswoman said.

Hundreds of Sadr’s Mehdi Army militia-
men armed with assault rifles and rocket-
propelled grenades took over several areas
of Iraq’s second-biggest city and set up
checkpoints on the streets.

Bursts of gunfire and explosions echoed
through the city, which has through most of
the year-old occupation been far quieter
than central areas controlled by U.S. forces.

Witnesses said fighters fired at British
patrols and positions in several quarters of
Basra. Some streets were largely deserted
and many shops closed. Iraqis had demon-
strated outside the governor’s building, the
British spokeswoman said.

Residents said
they had heard
some Mehdi mili-
tiamen vowing to

expel British
troops from the
city.

The troubles,

mirror of far more
vigorous insurrec-
tion against U.S.
forces, come less
than two months
before  coalition
forces are due to
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hand over sovereignty to Iraqis.

extra weapons for Iraqi police

A British spokesman said large crowds,
including armed men, gathered earlier in
the city centre near the headquarters of the
South Oil Company.

In Amara to the north, British forces
stormed an office of Sadr’s movement, trig-
gering fierce gunbattles with his Mehdi
militiamen. At least three fighters were
killed and eight wounded in the fighting,
witnesses said.

Iragi police had been supplied with extra
weapons and vehicles to try and bring the
situation under control with the help of
British forces, she said.

Mehdi Army militiamen killed two U.S.
soldiers and wounded at least three British
soldiers in clashes in Amara a week ago.

Saturday’s clashes came a day after an
aide to Sadr in Basra offered rewards for
the capture of British soldiers.

Iraqi gunmen, loyal to radical Shi’ite cleric Moqtada al-
Sadr take positions in the centre of the southern city of
Basra, May 8. REUTERS
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Japan finance
minister reveals more
missed payments

TOKYO, May 8 (Reuters) -
Japanese Finance Minister Sadakazu
Tanigaki admitted on Saturday to skip-
ping more mandatory payments into
the state pension fund than he had
revealed previously, but he reiterated
that he had no plans to step down.

“I feel very sorry for the missed pay-
ments,” Tanigaki told a hastily
arranged news conference as the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi tried to limit damage from a
growing scandal over missed pension
contributions by cabinet members.

“It was just a short period but it was
careless,” he said.

On Friday, government spokesman
Yasuo Fukuda, one of the most power-
ful members of Koizumi’s cabinet,
resigned after admitting that he had
failed to make payments into the pen-
sion fund.

Tanigaki and Fukuda are among

seven cabinet members who have con-
fessed to missing pension premiums at
a time when the government is trying
to encourage reluctant ordinary citi-
zens to keep up contributions into the
overburdened fund.

On Saturday, Tanigaki said he had
missed payments for two months in
1972 and two months in 1979 on top of
the 17 months he revealed last month.

“The Prime Minister has told me to
continue with my work,” he said. “I
would like to put my best efforts into
this job, including reforming the pen-
sion system to one that is acceptable
for everyone,” he said.

Pension reform is expected to be a
major issue in Upper House elections
in July. But the head of the opposition
Democratic Party, Naoto Kan, is also
under pressure to resign for not paying
pension premiums for a 10-month peri-
od.

War-era mortar bomb
kills two at Vietnam school

HANOI, May 8 (Reuters) - Two
teenagers were killed and eight serious-
ly injured when a war-time mortar
bomb they were playing with exploded
in a school yard in southern Vietnam,
state media reported on Saturday.

One teenager was killed instantly on
Friday in the school yard in the central
highland province of Gia Lai, the Tuoi
Tre (Youth) newspaper reported.

Another boy died later in hospital.

A doctor at the emergency section of
Gia Lai’s General Hospital said the
injured children were still being treated.

In another accident, two scavengers
died as a war-time bomb they were try-
ing to saw for scrap metal exploded on
Friday in the southern province of Ba
Ria-Vung Tau, the Lao Dong (Labour)
newspaper said.

| AM POWERFUL

Indian campaign
closes with polls
showing close finish

NEW DELHI, May 8 (Reuters) -
India’s mammoth election campaign
draws to a close on Saturday, with exit
and opinion polls showing a close race
to the finish line.

The latest by NDTV and the Indian
Express newspaper predicted Prime
Minister’s Atal Behari Vajpayee’s rul-
ing coalition would pick up just 67 of
the 182 seats at stake in the final round
of voting in 16 states on Monday.

That would leave them with
between 240 and 260 seats overall in
the 545-member lower house of parlia-
ment, way short of a majority, the poll
said.

India’s financial markets have been
spooked by the prospect of a hung par-
liament, worried that Vajpayee might
have to scramble for the support of
smaller parties to form a government
and as a result soft-pedal on much-
needed economic reforms.

A win for the Congress party and its
allies would probably be greeted even
more negatively by the financial mar-
kets, with Congress likely to depend
on left-wing parties for support in what
could be an unstable coalition, analysts
say.

Vajpayee called the election six
months early to capitalise on a strong
economy, a good monsoon and
improving ties with old foe Pakistan.

But his Bharatiya Janata Party’s
campaign motto, “India shining”,
appears to have backfired among the
country’s impoverished rural masses,
who feel excluded from an economic
resurgence that has mainly benefited
the urban middle class.

The BJP has now shifted tack, con-
centrating instead on promoting itself
as the only party capable of forming a
coalition in the fractious world of

Indian politics, and attacking the oppo-
sition Congress and its Italian-born
leader Sonia Gandhi.

“Very early on in the campaign it
became obvious that the ‘India shin-
ing’ propaganda was the biggest self-
goal of the... elections,” C.
Rammanohar Reddy wrote in
Saturday’s Hindu newspaper.

“The BJP changed track mid-way
and has since been campaigning on a
platform of stability. Whether this is
enough to salvage the election for the
alliance is another matter.”

Monday’s vote will be the toughest
by far for the BJP.

The fifth round of the three-week-
long election is concentrated in the
southern state of Tamil Nadu and the
communist bastion of West Bengal,
both large states where the BJP has lit-
tle presence and is dependent on
regional partners.

On Saturday, hundreds of commu-
nist activists rode bicycles around the
streets of West Bengal’s capital,
Calcutta, flying the red hammer and
sickle-flag of their party, while many
more walked the streets chanting pro-
communist slogans.

Vajpayee was due to address rallies
in the northern states of Punjab and
Himachal Pradesh, while his deputy,
Lal Krishna Advani, would be cam-
paigning in Tamil Nadu and neigh-
bouring Kerala, the BJP said.

Gandhi was due to address her final
rally in the capital New Delhi, where
seven seats are up for grabs. Under
election rules, campaigning must end
by 5 p.m. (1130 GMT) on Saturday.

Counting of votes will take place on
May 13 with a result expected the
same day. Spokesmen for both parties
say they are confident of victory.

Thai PM appeals for unity
at bullet-riddled mosque

SUNGAI KOLOK, May 8 (Reuters)
- Thai Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra toured a bullet-riddled
mosque on Saturday that has become a
lightning rod for Muslim anger over his
government’s tough military response
to an uprising in the restive south.

More than 30 people were killed
when security forces stormed the Krue
Sae mosque on April 28, the bloodiest
incident in a day of carnage in which
108 militants died, threatening
Thailand’s image as a safe tourist haven.

“Let’s start over,” Thaksin told
onlookers during a 10-minute stop at the
mosque on the last day of a tour aimed
at mending relations with the mainly-
Muslim region.

Critics say the army used excessive
force to stop the uprising, particularly in
killing the militants, many of them
young students, who were hiding in the
mosque after a failed attack on a nearby
police post.

In the past week, thousands of curi-
ous and angry Muslims have flocked to
the centuries-old mosque to see the
pockmarked walls for themselves.

Some have handed out leaflets con-
demning the “barbaric” Bangkok gov-
ernment, but there was no public protest
against Thaksin on Saturday.

“Most people are happy that he came.
No one is mad at the prime minister. But
people are not happy that so many peo-
ple were killed at the mosque,” said
Abdul Kolae Waedeleh, a 36-year-old
fisherman.

Thaksin, who has promised to help
relatives of those killed, is on a three-

day tour of the region, home to most of
Buddhist Thailand’s six million
Muslims, many of whom are ethnic
Malays, speak a Malay dialect and feel
alienated by wealthier Bangkok.

He has not apologised for the actions
of his security forces, but has launched
an independent investigation into the
violence at the mosque.

Muslim leaders are demanding
Thaksin appoint non-partisan southern
Muslims to the investigating commis-
sion, now made up mostly national-
level Muslim judges, lawyers and aca-
demics.

“This should also boost confidence of
local residents to come forth with infor-
mation and minimise linguistic prob-
lems of communicating in the local
Malay dialect,” the Network of Muslim
Organisations in Southern Border
Provinces said in a statement. It also
urged the government to order state
agencies to release all information and
photos of the mosque incident to inves-
tigators, and compensate the relatives of
those killed in a wave of violence in the
south since January.

“People are afraid”

Thailand’s “CEO-style” leader has
made development a focus of his three-
day visit to one of Thailand’s poorest
regions, hoping promises of money and
projects will defuse anger.

Thaksin told 30 business people in
the southern town of Sungai Kolok on
Friday night that he would create
100,000 jobs in the three southernmost
provinces as soon as possible.

Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra carries a Muslim girl during a vi

tto

the 17th century Krue Se mosque, where 34 militants were killed last week, in
Pattani, 1,200 km (750 miles) south of Bangkok in the country’s restive south,

May 8.

“Even though rubber prices are very
good now, people are too afraid to go
out to tap it. I've ordered every ministry
to create 100,000 jobs urgently in the
region,” he said.

However, Bangkok’s $300 million
development plan for the region
remains in limbo after it was halted last
month to seek more local input on how
to spend the money.

“We haven’t seen any project that the
government has pledged to do yet,” said
Yarpa Wajanalerdkul, vice president of
Narathiwat’s Central Islamic
Committee.

Mystery still surrounds the mainly
machete wielding attackers, who
launched a series of dawn raids on army

REUTERS

and police posts across three southern
provinces, a severe escalation of four
months of low-level unrest.

The government says they were drug-
crazed and manipulated by extremists.
Authorities are investigating whether
religious schools, particularly privately
run pondoks, are being used to recruit
and indoctrinate young militants.

In his weekly radio address on
Saturday, Thaksin said poverty and
unemployment were the root causes of
the violence.

“They are poor and have little educa-
tion and no jobs. They don’t have
enough income and have a lot of time so
it creates a void for people to fill,”
Thaksin said.



8

10 May, 2004

Words of Wisdom

The concept of free time is still alien in
Yemen, partly because Yemenis have yet
to fully accept the concept of the work-
time. Of course, every body understands
both terms, but in Yemen there is no real
separation between them.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OPINION

Collapse of a
'whole generation |

ast week, I was quite happy to bid farewell to the }
first ever Yemeni delegation to participate in an §
international congress on child labor. Yemen §
Times was able to coordinate the participation of }
; a Yemeni girl, who was once a working child, |
| and her chaperone in the Global March against Child Labour |
| Congress to be held duning 10-11 May in Florence, Italy.  §
I wish here to extend my greatest words of appreciation
| and gratitude to the Italian embassy for their great assistance §
| in making this participation possible.
Yet again, I cannot help wondering why we are not paying
' enough attention to this important issue. We know very well
: that the percentage of child labour in Yemen is increasing by
he year. In fact, a prominent professor in one of Sana’a uni- |
 versities has clearly noted that the percentage is quickly i
- approaching 50%, which is truly staggering and calls for |
mmediate action. ;
. The problem is that those children grow up to be with no |
| academic background, and no skills that would enable them |
| to earn money for a decent living standard.
. Consequently, such children could potentially become i§
| criminals, who could add to the instability of the country. |
| In whole, working children could end up in total loss, los-
| ing their future, and causing great damage to the country’s
' reform plans to build a modern Yemen.

. The statistics on child labour in Yemen are indeed truly
| frightening and need greater attention by our government and
| the international community.

L Statistics show that in 2000, more than half a million eco- §
L nomically active children, including more than 200,000 girls
L and 300,000 boys between the ages of 10-14, representing
| around 20% of this age group. -'
But if we extend the age group to 18, then the number will
| jump to 50% or more. 5_
| There are also signs of an incredible increase in number of |
L working children, especially when we note that according to §
L 1993 statistics; there were 79,085 workers whose ages were |
from 10-14.

It is unfortunate that child labour is common, especially in
| rural areas. There are incredible numbers of children working &
L in farming and selling goods throughout the country. That is §
| one reason why education in such areas is quite unpopular,
| causing grave concern about the country’s future.

L Meanwhile, 32% of the working children are in qat (a nar- §
L cotic leaf) plantations. '
. Among the common practices in some areas is forcing §
| child exploitation for camel-jockeying.
. Yemen is perhaps one of the few countries of the world
| where children constitute the majority of beggars and street |
| sellers. In urban areas, children work in stores and work- |
L shops, sell goods on the streets, and beg.

In fact, begging in the capital Sana’a is largely carried out |
by children. There are about 7,000 begging children in the &
city, and the economic crisis within the country and lack of
social security benefits into children, force many families to
L push their children for begging.

L I believe it is about time that we call upon international
| community to help assist the country rid itself of this evil. We £
| are committed, as part of the civil society to provide all the
| help we can to expose this phenomenon and seek solutions.
. However, unless we exert greater efforts and practice more |
| pressure on our government for reform and follow-up its |
| promises with real action, not much will change.
| 1 have hope that our participation through the Yemeni del-
gation to the congress will indeed result in positive steps in §
his respect. I am sure that the future could be brighter if we §

work together on it. The Editor

—
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Opinion

First conference of Senates and Al-Shoura Council Associations

Africans and Arabs
forge stronger ties

By ISMAIL AL-GHABRI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

. he activities of the first
_conference of Senates and
Al-Shoura Council
Association in Africa and
. the Arab World concluded
with the official birth of an internation-
al regional organization, and with new
dimensions and horizons imposed by
the rapidly developing events that the
international political arena has wit-
nessed since the end of the 20th centu-
ry.
The discussions of the conference
aimed to coordinate and enhance the
cooperation among the countries of the
association, to strengthen democracy,
human rights and Arab-African cooper-
ation in the political, parliamentary and
cultural fields and in the other fields.
According to the main charter, the
Association of Senates, Al-Shoura
Councils and Identical councils in
Africa and Arab World consists of the
parliamentarian subdivisions represent-
ing the councils to the association,
where there will be a headquarters for
the association. The association aim to
achieve the following:

* Support the bilateral parliamen-
tary cooperation among the countries
in the association.

 Support the accompanying Arab,
African, Islamic and international par-
liamentary efforts.

* Strengthen dialogue among mem-
bers of the Senates councils and similar
councils toward effective cooperation

and the mutual exchange of expertise.

* Coordinate the stances of the coun-
cils in the association at the regional
and international conferences.

* Contribute the parliamentary activ-
ities of the Arab, African, Islamic and
International Parliamentary Unions.

¢ Look into the issues of mutual
interest in the regional and internation-
al scope to adopt suitable decisions and
recommendations toward them.

* Deepen the definitions and under-
standings of democratic values, caring
for civil society organization and pro-
tection of human rights.

Therefore, its is clear that the recent-
ly formed association, just like any
other international gathering, aims to
strengthen the cooperation among the
peoples of the countries, but in new
vital fields which are deepening the
democratic values, caring for civil soci-
ety organization, protection of human
rights and expanding the public partic-
ipation in the decision making in the
member countries.

This is conducted through new chan-
nels in the senates and al-Shoura coun-
cils of the countries in the association.

As another strategic goal, the associ-
ation aims at enhancing the stature of
Arab and African countries in light of
the expeditiously growing changes in
the world in the various fields as well
as keeping in line with logic of differ-
ent formed blocks.

The main charter of the association
expresses the desire of the member
countries in playing more effective and
influential role in the efforts aiming at
the elimination of tension, violence and
in the contribution to install peace and

security in Africa, Middle East and the
world.

In this direction, it is obviously clear
that the association has appeared while
the world especially the countries of
the association are encountering seri-
ous and destined issues headed by the
issue of democracy as the means to find
and achieve sustainable development
in all fields and as the best mechanism
toward the better changes.

However, this must be according to
the special situation and need of the
people and countries without having to
be imposed from the outside. The issue
of reforms for countries in the region,
for example, represents a haunting task
especially when it is connected with
the US Initiative for reforms in the
Middle East, crippled with the fight
against terrorism among a variety of
other complex issues such as the imple-
menting of international justice in the
case of the Palestinians, the double
standards in handing issues especially
by the USA.

Finally, the Yemeni dimension to
holding the conference in Sana’a is
considered another recognition to the
status of Yemen, following the holding
of a conference on democracy and
human rights earlier in this year, in
light of the margin of democracy and
the expanding of democratic practices
which has received the appreciation
and admiration of the international
community.

This is also another indication of the
success of the Yemeni diplomacy
which tremendously contributes in the
enhancement of its relations with coun-
tries of the world towards the benefit of
the countries of the region.

I.essons never

BY: SADEK AL-MOWALLAD
FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

- ho  would have
thought about it? The
so-called conquered
people of the Middle

; : East are hostile to the
concept of empire. This shouldn’t be a
new concept. After all, many empires
tried to dominate this region for its
resources and religious
significance...the Romans, the Persians,
the Mongols, and the Christian
Crusaders. All have tried. All have ulti-
mately failed, and all have used the slo-
gan of “liberation.”

Of course, “liberation” is the over-
used cover story for mass
consumption designed to mask the real,
less altruistic reason... to control
resources. In the 20th century, the Brits
and French also turned to this slo-
gan. After all, it was their own General
Stanley Mood who, in 1917, attempted
to “liberate” the Arabs from the
Turks. Of course, what he really want-
ed was to gain firm control over Iraqi
oil. His political advisor, Kox, encour-
aged the Iraqis to establish a free socie-
ty while secretly writing in his own
memoirs that the Iragis “should not
come near the oil, which we will take
care of for their benefit.” Then, just
months after General Mood’s arrival in
Baghdad, Sir Edward Allenby arrived
in Jerusalem announcing “the libera-
tion of Palestine” from those pesky
Turks while privately boasting to his
officers that “now the Crusades have
come to an end.” He couldn’t be more
wrong.

Ultimately, the Brits and French
failed as well.

However, that hasn’t stopped the
Brits from hitching their wagon to the
new wanna-be empire on the block -
the United States. I guess some nations
never learn the lessons of empire from
their sordid past. Unfortunately, the
United States didn’t learn from other’s
mistakes either. As usual, this wanna-be
empire is insisting that it really isn’t an

carnce

empire. Last June, President Bush pub-
licly announced that “American has no
empire to extend or utopia to estab-
lish.” Even the powerful elites in
America insisted publicly that America
does not want to be an
empire. However, to quote an
American adage, “If it looks like a
duck, walks like a duck, and quacks
like a duck - it is a duck”. And this is
one empire that is quacking wildly.

For how else can we explain the
continuous effort to dominate the world
militarily, economically, politically and
culturally? For what other reason
would the US need to establish bases
in so many countries? What else can we
call the American multi-nationals that
drive world commerce and ensure their
interests at the expense of the people of
the world, all in the name of the reli-
gion of free trade? Is there any other
reason to establish American-friendly
media outlets in the Arab world, except
to impose American “values” and pop
culture in the Middle East? If this isn’t
imperialism, I don’t know what else it
could be.

What is so amazing is that the new
wanna-be empire spouts the party line
of “ liberation” as some new concept . I
guess it kind of forgot that the Iraqi
people have heard Bush’s tired, worn
out, slogan of “liberation” before. They
know that the only thing that the Brits
before and now the Americans want to
liberate is their oil from Iragi con-
trol. That is the essence of their “liber-
ation.” They know it ... and they aren’t
buying it. To them, the Americans are
invaders. Although they may have
hated Saddam, many Iraqis have been
quoted as saying that “we hate Saddam,
but we hate the US even more for
invading our land.” So much for “liber-
ation.”

Yet the problem unmasks its ugly
face when the situation takes a danger-
ously a deeper dimension: a religious
dimension.

The Bush Administration has unwit-
tingly entered into the business of pro-
ducing terrorists by discounting the

power or religion. The administration is
definitely losing the creditability of its
war on terrorism, and martyrs are being
created by the pre-emptive war against
Iraq. Worse yet, America is risking, if
not already losing, its relationship with
Islamic moderates.at the very time it
needs them most. This is exactly, as
Susan Thistlethwaite calls it, the Math
of Martyrs. And it is exponential.
“Create one martyr and two will rise up
in revenge. Kill those two and four will
rise up and so on.”

By now, you would think that nations
would be smarter. After all, we study
history, we know about X, Y or Z. But
we JUST NEVER LEARN.

We never learn that people just don’t
like to be occupied. We never learn
that the people of this world just want
to control their own resources - deter-
mine their own history. We never learn
that democracy is a choice, not an
imposition. We never learn that people
want to hold on to their culture, their
religion, and their heritage. Rather, we
want to remake them in our image
without ever pausing to think whether
this image respects their cultural her-
itage and religious traditions. THIS
is an act of extreme egotism. And an
empire, as Ralph Waldo Emerson
describes it, “ is an immense egotism.”

Instead, we put on our rose colored
glasses thinking that people will be
delighted that we are there to “liberate
them”, never realizing that the very
methods we use to liberate people con-
stituted the highest crime at Nuremberg
- an unprovoked act of aggression
against another nation.

Churchill once said: “our steps were
fast, and our illusion was distant, there-
fore we could not realize that we were
walking on a carpet that is hiding
beneath it an abyss. Thus everything
has fallen.” I believe that is, pretty
much, the same thing Robert Fisk
wrote in a long article for the British
Independent:

“For centuries, we have put the
effort to liberate the Middle East, yet
we haven’t learned any lesson!”

By Hassan Al-Haifi

Trial and error
superpower
management

ver since George W. Bush took over the White
House in a highly disputable close election, to
which the results will remain under doubt for gen-
erations to come, the United States was heralded
e away from any predictable course and set upon an
uncertain path. Moreover, the Bush Administration decided to
embark on an ultra right wing experimentation path that was
bound to lead to unforeseeable results, with negative reper-
cussions felt almost throughout the world. On the other hand,
the President seemed aloof from all that was going on under-
neath his Presidential facade, and it was obvious that his actu-
al role in the developments in his country were fast veering
away from the sensible course that his predecessor has
methodically and competently put most of the intertwining
institutions of government and non-government on, while his
leadership role began to take on a more ceremonial trait, rather
than an effective executive one. Thus the underlings that have
crept up to the leading executive and policy making positions
in his Administration managed to set in their own agendas,
policies, and even ulterior motives, while he failed to realize
that over time his attention seems to be ot focus only on solid-
ifying the political grounds that will insure his reelection. This
he believed could only be done by allowing this total freedom
for the Cheney gang, who have become so well entrenched
that this mob of opportunists set in their desired settings for
managing the state of affairs in the United States, without
being subject to any real oversight by the President or without
having to feel being subjected to any government scrutiny or
watchdog monitoring and assessment. Thus, government in
the United States became a situation where trial and error took
the place of solid planning and evaluation of expected out-
comes and certainly without regard to such important consid-
erations such as fiscal impacts and the effects on the welfare
of those Americans, who carry little weight in the political
considerations that drive right wing dogmatists these days.
Moreover, with the right wing well entrenched in the media
channels and thanks to the misguided coziness with the
International Zionist Establishment, the Bushies felt at ease
with directing the US government to pursue their random and
chaotic management of affairs of state of the only Superpower
on earth. The result is that the Bushies (with Bush really only
contributing his name) have dragged the United States into a
senseless expensive war in Iraq and an uncompleted one in
Afghanistan, that fills the coffers of the large corporate elite in
the military industrial complex, whose masters do not have to
worry about contributing to meeting the costs. Bush has min-
imized the tax obligations of the rich to peanuts. In fact, the
Bush war mongers have no qualms about such matters as
adhering to the very budgets they draw up. After all, they can
count on their fellow Republicans in Congress to foot up any
“unforeseen” additional expenditures the corporate clients of
the Bushies will require to carry out their contracts with the
Pentagon, either from the budget or from outside the budget!
They can’t leave their strip-tease artists in Iraq without any
cash. That was how a Republican Congressman almost put it.
In fact, congressmen have told Bush before that he should
really ask for more money to make sure that all his contingen-
cies are met in advance. Forget about fiscal control in such a
haywire government, because all this waste of public funds is
for the defense of America’s security and for the fight against
WMD and terrorism. Never mind that crime has substantial-
ly gone up in the United States over the last three years,
because the only security threat facing America is from those
who pray facing Mecca, while American criminals are exempt
from any Bush Administration concern. Even “white collar”
crimes have become rampant as every wily corporate execu-
tive finds it lucrative to enjoy the laissez-faire attitude of the
Bushies towards business and thus direct their intelligence
towards finding ways to scoop up as much illicit funds as their
demonic instincts could lead them to. Who cares about the
rights of shareholders or bank depositors these days!

So what if Mr. Bush did “not know” about the ugly humil-
iating tortures that were occurring at Abu Ghreib and tens of
other overstuffed prisons, that were randomly filled by any
streetwalker in Baghdad, who arose the suspicion of fright-
ened American combatants just waiting for the next suicide
bomber to strike near them? To them all Iraqis are not “just
like Americans”, as Bush, the conqueror was explaining to the
Iraqis and their fellow Arabs on Arab Television about the
great deliveries they should expect frem the American occu-
pation over the next few years. Never mind that over 70% of
the Iraqis, according to recent polls, want the Americans out
immediately and never mind that these people expected at
least an apology for the barbarity that Iragis are being subject-
ed to in and out of prison (90% of the hundreds of fatalities in
Falluja were innocent civilians). No, Mr. Bush insisted that
the Iraqis should be grateful for the great improvements they
are witnessing to the days of Saddam Hussein. He forgot that
as mean as Saddam was, he still did not relish going after the
genitalia of his people; there are no red lines to worry about
crossing in American prison camps, because intelligence is
now contracted out to sadistic women, who have an infatua-
tion with comparing the genital wares of their helpless cap-
tives.

But, Mr. Bush did not know anything about this before, so
he took his Defense Secretary for some tough talk. Hogwash,
says the Red Cross. They have been putting the White House
on notice for some time that the prison system in Iraq is far
below acceptable standards, with disgraceful behavior not an
exception but a common rule of American captivity. Who
cares what the Red Cross says, since they are not Baptists or
Jewish, what weight does their word have in the next elec-
tions? What does the Red Cross have to tell Bush anyway?
He does not care about the hundreds of Americans that are
dying in Iraq, let alone about some “isolated cases of torture”
on mostly innocent people waiting the great tide of fortune
that comes with American imperialism. No, they said these
are not casualties from Iraq but dead astronauts!

All of this is just a sampling of the kind of nonsense that has
dominated the logic of the Bush Presidency and all in the
name of trial and error government, where error has far more
prevalence and the endless trials simply suit the horde of
exploiters that have come to hop along on the Bush bandwag-
on to rapid sleazy wealth rather well.
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The need to protect bhiodiversity
for sustainable development

By MAHYOUB
AL-KAMALI

iodiversity in Yemen
. acquires a special impor-
s tance for the researchers
. and the government that
are interested in develop-
ing forests and natural plants as well as
grazing areas and genealogical sources
of plants, and for taking care f gather-
ing and publishing information about
plants and animals threatened by
extinction.

Participants in a seminar on biodi-
versity in Yemen have asserted the
importance of supporting researches
and studies for the purpose of complet-

Exchange Rate for
the Yemeni Hial

Currency

US Dollar 184.4100 | 184.6300
Sterling Pound | 327.4600 | 327.8500
Euro 220.6700 |220.9300
Saudi Rial 49.1700 49.2300
Kuwaiti Dinar 625.5400 626.2900
UAE Dirhem 50.2100 50.2700
Egyptian Pound| 29.7400 29.7800
Bahraini Dinar | 489.1600 489.7400
Qatari Rial 50.6500 50.7100
Jordanian Dinar| 260.1000 | 260.4100
Omani Rial 479.0100 | 479.5800
Swiss Franc 142.0700 | 142.2400
Swedish Crown | 24.1400 24.1700
Japanese Yen | 1.6755 1.6775

Source: Central Bank of Yemen
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A scene from Socotra island where many rare pants species are found.

Photo by Mohammed Saeed Nouman

ing aspects of knowledge in this area
and also for paying attention to social,
human and economic factors in devel-
opment projects and activities pertain-

ing to protection of environment and
safeguarding bidiversity.

For this reason the concerned parties
do intend to pay attention and care to

Ecotourism and to work for defining
the areas rich with biodiversity and also
the presence of creatures threatened by
perishing. The main aim is to protect
them in coordination with all concerned
sides and those having interest in biodi-
versity, such as governmental and non-
governmental organisations and the pri-
vate sector in order to safeguard biodi-
versity in Yemen.

The seminar has affirmed the neces-
sity of enhancing the woman role
socially,culturally and scientifically
and also to enhance her capabilities in
protection of biodiversity and its sus-
tainable use. In addition, the goal is to
work for building botany gardens
aimed for keeping and safeguarding
plants as well as animal ones to protect
them against extinction.

The participants have considered the
marine life biodiversity as playing an
important role in nutrition and therefore
should be taken care of and protected
against traditional and random fishing.
Dr Abdulkareem Nasher talked in a
working paper he presented to the sem-
inar about the great diversity of wild
plants in the island of Socotra where
there are 850 species of wild plants,
among them 59 very rare species and
35 species threatened to perish. Dr Ali
Khamis’ working paper on the other
hand affirmed that the number of plant
species in Yemen reaches to 2000.

The participants in the seminar rec-
ommended the concerned parties to
work for facing the causes that led to
damage the biodiversity such as taking
the cutting of trees as a profession and
the random and unplanned building as
well as random grazing and the use of
harmful insecticides.

10 May, 2004 9

| CAN DO ANYTHING

Private sector
invests in
agriculture

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

t last and after a long

hesitation since Yemen

embarked on implemen-

tation of the economic

reforms in 1995, the pri-
vate sector has made for using its
money in the agricultural sector as it has
realized that investment in this area
would make it avoid many of difficul-
ties and inconveniences investors
would face in other sectors. Among the
agricultural areas selected for invest-
ment by the private sector is the Wadi
Al-Saeed in the governorate of Sa’da
where a number of agricultural projects
are being implemented at a cost of over
YR 100 million.

The projects include new farms spe-
cialized in production of fruits, vegeta-
bles and cereals that have achieved high
profitable results which urged capital
owners to compete for it and reinvest
their money in agricultural area. The
Yemeni government encourages this
kind of investment due to its contribu-
tion to supporting the national econo-
my, the employment of hundreds of
unemployed persons and alleviation of
the sharpness of unemployment. This
investment also helps increase agricul-
tural production and increases in turn
exportation to foreign markets especial-

ly in neighbouring countries.

The private sector in this context
intends to intensify its investments in
the agricultural sector, especially in cot-
ton plantation, and the establishment of
research centers for development of
agricultural products and animal wealth
and developing their exportation.

These activities are given attention
by the private sector for investment of
its money in productive field guarantee-
ing the obtaining of profits, employ-
ment of cheap work force in addition to
contribution to building water dams and
barriers for storing and preserving
waters.

The government expresses its will-
ingness and preparedness to support
investment in agriculture sector espe-
cially for realization of self-sufficiency
of cereals and fruits. But that necessi-
tates finding a solution to agriculture of
the qat plant which a non-nutritious
material. It is for that reason the gov-
ernment in Yemen is offering all facili-
ties to investors in agriculture belong-
ing to the private sector. Because devel-
opment plans of the government are not
able to prosper the agricultural produc-
tion and that requires conducting more
feasibility studies for investment in this
area, the government thinks it reason-
able to encourage the private sector in
this field.
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REPUBLIC OF YEMEN - MINISTRY OF WATER AND ENVIRONMENT
SANA’A BASIN WATER MANAGEMENT PROJECT (SBWMP)

VACANCIES ANNOUNCEMENT
(INTERNATIONAL/REGIONAL)

The Republic of Yemen has received a credit from the International Development Association (IDA) toward the costs of Sana’a Basin
Water Management Project and it is intended that a portion of the proceeds of the credit will be used to cover the eligible payments
against the cost of the Project Management and Monitoring and the Information and Public Awareness Campaign (IPAC). Now the
Project Coordination Unit (PCU) invites Qualified and experienced international/regional experts to apply for the following posts.

1- INSTITUTIONAL TRAINING SPECIALIST/EXPERT
(International /Regional)

Working with the TS-SBC’s institutional development specialist and with the TS-SBC’s
social development / WUA specialist, the ITS will help the TS-SBC to oversee the
institutional development and capacity building component (Component 3). This will
require him/her to work in close collaboration with the relevant existing and projected
water management institutions, in particular (i) the National Water Resources Authority
(NWRA) and the NWRA Sana’a Branch (NWRA/SB), (ii) the Ministry of Agriculture
and Irrigation (MAI) and its sub-agencies including the MAI General Directorate for
Irrigation (MAI/GDI), and including the MAI Sana’a Office (MAI/SO) and/or to the
Northern Development Authority (NDA or SSHADA), and (iii) the Sana’a basin
stakeholder organizations including water user associations (WUAs), water user
federations (WUFs) and the SBC. More specifically, the PCU institutional Training

specialist would be responsible for:
«  General Overview and Direction of all training programs in collaboration with

PCU’s Sociologist/ Social Development Specialist, and line agency engineers
In collaboration with all project staff, define the population concerned by the
training program
Design and coordinate the carrying out of a training needs assessment (this would
be conducted as early in the cycle as possible)
Define the training needs and the scope, type and source of training, in
collaboration with the project management team
Develop the various comprehensive training programs for each component
including: -

Training in Water Management for Irrigated Agriculture

Training in Water Control and Recharge Systems O&M

Training for Social Mobilization Teams

Training for Basin Water Resources management

Training for the Information and Public Awareness Campaign

Training for the TS-SBC and Line Agencies
Define and cost the needed consultancy and education program, write terms of
reference and prepare and advise on the procurement process
Design quality control mechanisms, including post training evaluations and follow
up reviews
Design and help implement a training programming and monitoring system
Help supervise training and report on quality and effectiveness
(at the end of the project) prepare a full report on training effectiveness and cost
effectiveness

Qualifications and Required Experiences

e At least MSc Degree in Administration / Sociology/ Economics/ Business/ Public
Information or any related field, Business Administration/Economics, Public
awareness, or related field of study

e Ten years experience of designing and conducting training programs, of which five
in projects related to natural resource management

Duration: The ITS will be recruited for intermittent consultancy assignments totaling

nine months over five years (2004-8) (3/2/1/1/2).

2- INFORMATION AND PUBLIC AWARENESS SPECIALIST /
EXPERT (International)

Under the overall supervision of the PCU Director, and in collaboration with the national
and international project staff, the IPAC Expert is required to:
(i)  Work with the NWRA/SB to identify, select, recruit and train the members of
the IPAC team and then initiate and supervise the IPAC program, acting on a
part-time basis either as an IPAC adviser or as an IPAC team director;
(ii)  Supervise, monitor and evaluate the work of the IPAC team, the effectiveness
of the IPAC messages and methods, and the IPAC results;
With NWRA/SB, revise IPAC messages and methods as warranted, and adapt
IPAC processes accordingly, from cycle to cycle;
Provide inputs to TS-SBC monitoring, reporting and decision-making related
to the IPAC program.
(v)  Review and discuss with the relevant staff the strengths and a weakness of
planned public awareness program, and suggest a strategy to make this
program more effective, including prioritization of various actions.
Help develop a comprehensive program of TV and Radio messages, which
should be disseminated during 2004-2008 under SBWMP. In this context, the
expert should help describe the contents of the messages, pre-test these
messages with the target audience, and ensure complete production of these
messages with the help of existing public/private production institutions.
Propose a strategy to disseminate TV and Radio messages. The expert should
elaborate on the mechanisms and institutional arrangement, which must be
made to secure smooth implementation of the program.
Help the national IPAC team to organize and implement in major rural
villages and towns, in collaboration with the respective NWRA Sana’a
Branch, MAI /GDI and Northern FU of GSCP a series of community
meetings to discuss possible water management solutions and water related
events and competitions (workshops, meetings, and seminars)
Recommend a series of actions to strengthen the public awareness
department, including the steps, which should be followed by this department
to assume increasing responsibilities over the project years- perhaps without
the help of external assistance.
The expert should provide assistance in setting-up the production unit with
necessary equipment facilities to ensure in-house production of public
awareness messages, and materials (posters, leaflets and calendars) and
Billboards (with water conservation messages) at prominent locations
Moreover, the expert should provide assistance to the project in preparing
technical specifications of the communication equipment; installation and
testing of equipment procured by the project; and training of staff in utilizing
the equipment.
Provide an extensive on-the-job training to the staff of the Public Awareness
Campaign in order to enable them to perform their functions independently
or under minimum supervision; and propose a training program for key staff
of the campaign in the form of short-term study tours to learn form
experiences of other countries.
The expert should provide assistance to NWRA in the production of films on
water management issues and prepare TOR for their production,
dissemination and publicity.
(xiii) Design a procedure for evaluation of awareness campaign impact.
(xiv) Provide inputs to PCU monitoring, reporting and decision-making related to
(TPAC).
Details of campaign design are available in the project and will be sent by e-mail to
the interested specialists.

(iii)
(iv)

(xii)

Qualifications and Required Experiences

At least MSc Degree in media, sociology or related discipline with15 years of which at
least seven in a job involving design and execution monitoring and evaluation of a mass
media or public awareness campaign. Previous experience in a project influencing
behavior in natural resource management an advantage.

Duration: A contract of up to eighteen months over four years. Six months of services
would be required in Year One, and about four months annually for the next three years.
(2004-8) (6/4/4/4/)

3- MONITORING & EVALUATION SPECIALIST
(International /Regional)

The internationally recruited specialist will work with the national M+E specialist in the
TS-SBC and will report to the Director of the Project Coordination Unit. The primary
function of the specialist will be to provide methodological guidance and management
support to the national M+E specialist in setting up and managing the M+E function in
the project. In particular, the M&O specialist will help the national M+E specialist in the
TS-SBC to:

(a) Plan, organize and operate the project’s M&E system and design. run, report
on, and draw useful lessons and recommendations for project monitoring
from a Monitoring and Evaluation System based on the project description
and performance parameters and Targets Provided in the PAD and PIM
Design and install a suitable M&E system and upgrade skills in the design of
indicators and reporting systems, socio-economic data collection, data
analysis design a management information system (MIS) for the project and
train the counterparts for the operationalization of this system and to integrate
relevant project procedures into regular administrative activities and
operations.

Design organize, direct, supervise and review M&E field works and
investigations including participatory socioeconomic and financial baseline
and subsequent impact surveys, special water resource monitoring programs
and investigations, regular performance monitoring and spot checks,
consultations with key partners and beneficiaries through individual and
group interviews and meetings, etc.;

Analyze regularly the results from the M&E system, reporting major findings
to the project management and formulate options and recommendations for
improvements

prepare and Submit M&E reports to the Project Management, Financing
Agency and line Ministries and participate in the preparation of the progress
reports at the prescribed reporting intervals.

Monitor and perform evaluation of the cost-sharing arrangements adopted
under different project components.

Monitor all the financial aspects relating to disbursement from the credit,
replenishment of special account and liaise with IDA in this regard.

Advise his counterpart in regard to the data needed for the preparation of the
Mid-term review.

Review the progress reports received from the related implementation
institutions/ units, and report to the management of any deviations from the
annual work plan.

Make frequent visits to the related implementation institutions/ units and
Project areas to monitor the progress achieved and the constraints which may
retard the pace of implementation and report to the project management with
suggestions to overcome the short comings.

(1)  Provide on-the-Job training to national counterpart staff in the PCU.

(m) Draw lessons from the project and formulate recommendations for improving
the design and implementation modalities of the next project.

Qualifications and Required Experiences
The M & E Specialist shall have at least a MSc Degree in Agricultural Economist/

Economist or statistician with 10 years experience of which at least 5-10 years shall be
in the field of M & E of Irrigation/agricultural/ rural development projects, which are
externally financed. The M & E Specialist shall have managerial experiences, which
enable him to advise and help the project management.

Duration: The M&E Specialist will be recruited for intermittent consultancy
assignments totaling fifteen months over five years (2004-8) (4/2/3/2/4).

4- SOCIOLOGIST/ SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST
(International /Regional)

The SSDS will work with the national social development/WUA specialist in the TS-
SBC and will report to the manager of the TS-SBC. The primary function of the SSDS
will be to provide methodological guidance and management support to the national
social development/WUA specialist in overseeing the social mobilization function in the
project. In particular the SSDS will help the national social development/ WUA specialist
in the TS-SBC to:

1. In collaboration with the national Sociologist and SMTs, conduct social
assessment studies to assess the attitudes of the farmers towards
implementation of Demand Management Component and Supply
Management Component, and their impact on the traditional water rights to
the beneficiaries located downstream of such structures in accordance with
Article 27 to 45 of the Water Law and give his recommendation.

Conduct social assessment studies to assess the attitudes of the farmers and
make recommendation for achieving stakeholders participation of farmers
especially in the WUAs for management and conservation of groundwater
and to encourage them not to expand the irrigation areas and not to increase
cropping intensities in lieu of the subsidies on the modern irrigation systems
to be provided to them.

Design the overall community participatory approach for the management
and conservation of water

Review and assess the institutional structure at the community level
(Stakeholders, Community relations with other local institutions, Water
transfers and markets etc.).

Train National Consultant and Counterpart staff assigned to the PCU.
Coordinate the various involved implementation partners and processes
inVolved in the social mobilization aspects of the project

Oversee and guide the process of identification, interview, selection,
recruitment and assembly of the SMTs, and of their subsequent training.
Review and refine the methodological approach to social mobilization, test it,
and reflect results in a continuous process of improvement of the approach
Oversee the process of assessment and selection of participating communities
through definition and application of criteria related to socioeconomic
characteristics, social and organizational readiness, and willingness of
communities and water user organizations to assume both benefits and
responsibilities relating to project interventions;

Overview the social mobilization, training and extension support processes,
including coordination of inputs by the various partners (SMTs and
consultants, and community groups and individuals), review and supervision

of the preparation and execution of work plans, and definition of process
adjustments from cycle to cycle in response to encountered constraints and
difficulties;
Oversee in particular the social and organizational development of the WUAs
for village wellfields management and dam and recharge systems operations
and maintenance, including legal and organizational establishment, setup of
financial and administrative procedures, and corresponding management
training;
Contribute to definition and execution of community social, economic and
institutional baseline, monitoring and evaluation exercises, assess from these
the level of satisfaction of water users, WUGs and WUAs with project-
supported interventions and of the corresponding social benefits, and propose
actions to be taken for needed improvements;
Mediate in and/or address as needed social difficulties that may arise as a
result of project interventions, such as conflicts within and between WUGs
and WUAs, between participating and non-participating WUGs and WUAs,
between government agencies and local communities, etc.

14. Provide social and organizational development inputs to TS-SBC monitoring,
reporting and decision-making related to Components 1 and 2.

Qualifications and Requirements

The Sociologist shall have at least MSc degree in Sociology or economics with
specialization in Sociology with extensive experience of not less than 15 years in Socio-
economic surveys, social and institutional assessment related to water / agriculture and
irrigation projects. The Sociologist shall have experience in poverty assessment of land
tenure and land use, water rights, participatory water management, stockholders
assessment, formation of Water Users Groups and Associations etc.

Duration: The SSDS will be recruited for intermittent consultancy assignments totaling
nine months over five years (2004-8) (3/2/1/1/2)

5- WATER ENGINEER PROJECT MANAGEMENT
SPECITALIST (International /Regional)

Under the overall supervision of the Project Coordination Unit Director, and in
collaboration with the national and international project staff, the experienced Water
Engineer Project Mgt Specialist (WEPMS) is required to perform the tasks listed below.
The WEPMS’s main duties will be to provide assistance in the following:-

(a) To assist with the coordination of all project activities and liaison with other
organizations and Ministries, and to help coordinate, liaise with, guide and
supervise the line agencies particularly in respect of operational procedures
that they should follow for procurement, financial management, monitoring
and reporting;

(b)The Engineer shall provide overall direction to the project’s technical
interventions, and help ensure the overall technical quality of project-
supported physical intervention investments, through guidance and review of
designs and specifications for works and equipment, particularly with a view
to their compatibility with local demands and needs, and through
participation in and overview of implementation contracts preparation,
evaluation and administration. The WEPMS will provide guidance for the
investigations, detailed selection of sites for Dams, Spate, Bank Protection
and Water Harvesting Works, designs, specifications, preparation of tender
documents, bidding and bid analysis, and procurement procedures. The
Engineer shall carry out supervision tours of the various project sites and
areas to check the general progress of works and provide technical back up.
The Engineer shall assist in preparation of semi-annual and annual progress
report giving details of implementation progress highlighting bottlenecks in
implementation, in addition to giving summaries of stocks of materials
purchased under the project and works implemented.

(¢) The WEPMS will help program, budget and oversee the implementation of
project operations, and particularly of procurement of major works and
services, contracting implementation partners for major tasks, principal
monitoring and evaluation tasks, and TS-SBC and project financial
management, record keeping and general administration. The WEPMS will
assist PCU in the management of contracts and works and provide technical
back up to the national teams. The Engineer shall also assist PCU in the
general supervision of activities of consultants, contractors, departmental
works and the Field Unit.

(d)Providing on-the-Job training to National Counterpart staff assigned to the PCU.

(e)Check and verify annual estimates made by the related implementation
institutions and departments and Field Unit for quantities of materials
required for the annual implementation program.

(f) The Engineer shall assist PCU in reviewing all major project and consultancy
reports, through delegation to and reporting from staff as needed, and in
preparing the mid-term implementation assessment report for mid-term
review of the project for submission to Government and IDA.

(e) The Engineer shall assist PCU in setting up a M&E unit for the project.

Qualifications and Required Experiences
The Water Engineer Project Mgt Specialist Advisor shall be a Civil/ Irrigation Engineer

with a minimum of 10 years of experience in planning design, implementation, and
operation and maintenance of irrigation projects in arid and semi-arid regions. He shall
have administrative and managerial experience to enable him to assist the Project
Management in the implementation of all project works. He shall have had experience
with the design and implementation of buried conduits for the conveyance and
distribution of irrigation water, in addition to spate improvement and water harvesting
works.

Duration: The WEPMS will be recruited for intermittent consultancy assignments
totaling twelve months over five years (2004-8). (3/2/2/2/3)

Competencies Required: - incumbents should have:

o Ability to produce quality outputs in a timely manner

° Ability to work under heavy pressure

. Excellent organizational skills and sound judgment

e Ability to communicate with different levels of targeted
populations and Professionals
Good knowledge of English language and knowledge of
Arabic is an advantage.
Computer Use: Windows, MS Office and related
programs

Duty Station: Sana’a Basin area and in-country travel if necessary

Applications accompanied by CVs and supporting documents shall be delivered to the
project address as follow (SBWMP- P.O.BOX11014) Rabat Street, Sana’a ROY Tel
(00967-1-469159 / 7/ 6) Fax (00967-1-469158)

E-mail (SBWMP@y.net.ye )

Latest Date is (May 23rd, 2004)
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Job Vacancy

Yemen Soft is the software industry leader in Yemen. As part of our expansion
plan, we are seeking to hire full-time calibers to occupy the following

vacancies in Sana’a:

Sales Representative (Job Code: POS-SR-004)

Candidates may be males or females. They should satisfy the following

criteria:

« A suitable degree (preferred in Accounting or IT field)

e Good communication skills

* Professional, committed, and able to take up challenging assignments.
» Perfect command of English and Arabic is preferred
* Minimum experience of 1 to 3 years relevant experience

Only qualifying candidate may apply in person to our office located in Hadda
St. above Al Kuraimi Exchange Co. Tel: 503866.

Compensation packages will be defined according to qualifications and
experience. Final date for accepting CVs is 19/5/2004.
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Ship spills contribute to pollution

By Ismali Al-Ghabri
Yemen Times Staff

here are many existen-

tial threats, which could

be linked or attributed

to polluting the marine

environment. Such
threats are directly associated with
the use of ships for transport.

All kinds of ships, whether they
are used for the transport of con-
sumer goods, tourists, oil, etc. or are
used for marine hunting constitute
constant dangers to the marine envi-
ronment simply in the event of a sud-
den collision or the inevitably sink-
ing of a ship.

The loaded materials such as oil or
other substances or the ships’ fuels
would subsequently be spilled direct-
ly into the water.

Furthermore, considerable
amounts of harmful solid and liquid
substances and spoiled and expired
goods are frequently dumped into the

EAST AND WEST

By JAMIL ABDUL KARIM
Jamil@yementimes.com

When it’s not “His will’’ ...

Why blame God?

t’s Yemen’s most worn-out,

useless and, I'd say, harmful

phrase that’s no-doubt been

used thousands of times across

the country just today. Yes,
it’s, as you know, “insha’allah,” or
“God-willing.”

I have nothing against deferring
things in life that are out of our hands
to the Almighty. In a sense, none of
us really knows if we’re even going
to be around tomorrow. But when
“insha’allah” is casually plunked into
our conversation as a lame excuse for
our utter failure to be honest with
ourselves and others, we’re mocking
our own intelligence. We're also
bringing dishonour to the character
of God.

Yemen’s mothers

Look at this as it relates to women
— specifically mothers — in Yemen.
After all, Sunday was Mother’s Day
in much of the world. There were
hugs, smiles, flowers and phones
calls. But did you know that in a typ-
ical North American city, fewer than
1 in 4,000 women will die from
childbirth, while in Yemen the rate is
about one hundred times higher?

Chance are, especially if you’re
from a rural area, you may have a
friend or relative who died or suf-
fered debilitating sickness from
childbirth. The worst part is that most
can be saved. One in four simply
bleed to death. A medication costing
less than a bottle of cola could stop
that. But often neither properly-
stocked clinics nor properly-trained
medics are in reach.

Why is that? In large part, because
too many otherwise nice people in
this country have the crazy idea that
it’s “God’s will.”

Of course, this isn’t about just
maternal health. It’s about women'’s
rights. And it’s also about pro-active,
responsible, clear-headed thinking,
not to mention planning for the
future. It’s about recognizing what is
truth, and what is a lie.

Enter Dr. Jean Chamberlain
Froese, a Canadian obstetrician who
works in Yemen to help train Yemeni
medics in safer and better ways of
child-delivery. Part of the NGO
International Community Services,
she has been here for much of the
past four years.

New infrastructures

And now, with the help of other
Canadians, she is creating a new
organization called Save the Mothers
International, which will help further
bring safe childbirth practices to
needy countries. It will do so through
new societal infrastructures, by train-
ing professionals in health care, gov-
ernment, law, media and education.

As Dr. Jean notes “The solution is
not just more medical people in hos-
pitals or clinics. It’s a multi-discipli-
nary approach where everybody in
society becomes involved in
women’s health.”

Now consider this. This past cen-
tury, the world’s brightest minds help
beat smallpox and, most polio. Space
was explored. Genetic codes giving
clues to life itself were cracked. And
in the last 100 years ago, maternal
death rates in the west, which were
once about as bad as they are here,
improved because people found a
proven formula: giving women better
access to proper care and resources.

None of this is insha’allah think-
ing. In fact, it’s the antithesis, the
exact opposite.

I personally believe the resource-
rich west could help the developing
world more. We need more Dr. Jeans,
or insert the name of any other ex-pat
in Yemen trying to improve lives
here. Nonetheless, Yemenis need to
change their own culture’s ways.

Because, how can westerners care

Canadian Dr. Jean Chamberlain Froese, shown training medical stu-
dents at the University of Sana’a, is just one example of a Westerner
trying to make a difference in Yemen. But how much help do they
get from a culture entrenched in “insha’allah” thinking?

(Photo courtesy of Dr. Jean Chamberlain Froese)

for people in far-off places, if their
own nationals don’t? Any attempts at
bringing change will be fruitless. Yet,
in my observation, nationals here
easily talk the talk of their culture’s
wonderful equal rights, when in fact
they neglect, abuse, violate and turn
their backs on their women — often
leaving them in lives of perpetual
fear — then shrug their shoulders and
say, “It’'s God’s will.”

Gender and soul

God actually has a thing or two to
say about how much He loves both
the Sons of Adam and the Daughters
of Eve, and how he wants us to treat
each other. So, I bet He feels rather
offended when he gets blamed for
things that could be different if peo-
ple just bothered to be more honest
about the deeper attitudes and world-
views that are like cancers in their
society.

It’s been said a society’s culture is
a reflection of its soul. Seems to me,
then, a few more people here need to
figure out just what is the matter with
Yemen’s soul, especially as it relates
to gender relations. Because
Mother’s Day, whatever day of the
year it’s celebrated, should be a little
more pleasant for women around us.

Right?
Jamil Abdul Karim
(Jamil@yementimes.com) is an

editor at the Yemen Times.

Yemen’s marine
life needs better
protection

seas and oceans, legally or illegally.

Sometimes the waste of nuclear fuel
is buried inside the seas and oceans,
which is considered a time-bomb to
the marine environment in case of
leakage.

In addition, the increase of marine
commercial activities lead to the
transformation of critically vital
coastal areas into tourists attractions,
in order to lure more tourists without
taking into consideration binding obli-
gations to protect and preserve the
equilibrium of nature.

Consequently the marine environ-
ment is threatened more.

The primary sources of pollution in
the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden do

| ACHIEVE MY HIGHEST GOALS

not come from the inland, but rather
from ships, the exploration of oil and
the transport of it, since these vital
activities are the sources of economic
revenues to the countries of the
region.

In order to ease and to reduce the
extent of pollution and threats of these
operations, the demand on skillful
special emergency rescue teams on oil
spots, for example, has increased.

The countries on the Red Sea and
Gulf of Aden announced the forma-
tion of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden
Authority in 1995. A regional agree-
ment was ratified by Arab countries
located on the Red Sea in 1992, but

the stipulated activities have begun
only in recent years.

Serious discussions have been tak-
ing place to find correct methods to
organize the marine navigation to
reduce the risks to the marine environ-
ment.

In order to guarantee a safe marine
environment, all the related authorities
must work according to their special-
ties in all aspects.

And to work with each other in
order to ensure the prevention of ille-
gal practices and to impose the domi-
nance of laws toward a safe marine
environment free from any kind of
pollution.

International Money Transfers
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WNWasani Boank

for Trade & Invéstment

NEW LOW FEES

NOW you can send upto $1000 for

$76$|Iy
to

India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Indonesia, Jordan, Egypt,
Lebanon & Palestine.
& $11.* to Philippines

For other amounts please check the below list:

Receiving Country Amount in USD New fees

India, Pakistan, Bangladesh $0.01 - $1000.00 $7.99

Sri Lanka, Nepal, INdonesia, $1000.01 - $2000.00 $14.99

Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt $2000.01 - $3000.01 $19.99

& Palestine

Philippines $0.01 - $1000.01 $11.99
$1000.01 - $2000.01 $19.99
$2000.01 - $3000.01 $29.99

Visit the nearest Watani Bank to you, and benefit
from the above outgoing transfer fees:

Head Office: Al-Rowaishan Building, Al-Zubairy St-
P.O.Box:19845 or 160 Sana'a
E-Mail address: ycbho@y.net.ye,Web Site:www.ycbank.com,
Fax:(967-1) 284656, Secretary Telfax:(967-1) 277238,
Exchange:(967-1) 284272/6,
Tel: 277324, 277378, 277354, 277381, Telex: 3427 YCBHOS YE.

* In addition to the transfer fees applicable to a transaction, a currency
exchange rate set by MoneyGram?® or its agents will be applied
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"Fears from w;demng dispme hetween
Parliament and the government
Yemeni-British serious measures concerning

Abu Hamza
During the past year,

More than 145 thousand tourists visited Yemen
Demarcation of Yemeni-Saudi borders finished
Bajammal leads Yemen delegation to the Arab

summit

Yemeni-Saudi disagreement because of

malaria

GPC severely assails the Islah; JMP offers an

initiative for political reform

Trial of the accused of terror postponed
YSP central committee decides postponing the
party’s conference, acts positively with reforms

initiative

Committee on a national initiative for reform
American embassy antennas atop houses

roofs in the capital

_ Increased demand for disclosing his destiny,
Ubeid's kidnapping before Egyptian court on

11 May

Shelling, plunder and storming acts in Taiz,

arrests in Udein and Sana'a

Information on Saudi resuming the erectlon of

security fence

weapons ‘merchants to buy explosives and |
qualitative bombs
Armed clash between two tribes in Moudia

ison ser ces and sacking among interior

55 secumy' cfﬁc;ais proved to have been |
involved in crimes
Kofi Annan: 17 journalists killed during the last

three months

Government sources warn about growing phe- |

nomenon of sm_ugghng children and girls to

Saudi Arabia

Human rights minister denies postponement of |
trying the accused of terror

YSP calls for canceling the price dose, post- |
pones its conference for three months

Yemen won't hand over Zindani, America do
not demand for him '

Yemen religious scholars ask the state to pro-

tect its citizens

Observing the 14t national day,
Folklore festivals in the capital secretariat on

22 May morning

visible

fryani,

Explosions in Saudi Arabia, drast;c change n

-armed groups strategies
American ambassador

Al-Shoura weekly,
organ of People’s Forces
Union of Yemen, 5 May
2004.

/AL SHOURA

Main headlines

- The 1% rule, succession of oil scan-
dals and privatization of a homeland

- After its failure in passing the journal-
ists law,

- The government works for amending
the press law

- Social affairs and labour: 365 girls dis-
appearance and children smuggling

- Detainees, including children less than
10 years, at political security prisons,
exposed to beating and starvation

- Breaking through students union
offices and rendering Sana’a
University into a military barrack,

- Detention of 5 students in Abs and
Mahweet and laying siege to Amran
College

- Oil scandal, an arrow searching for
target

- Yemeni Institute for democracy devel-
opment demands immediate investiga-
tion into torturing Iraqi prisoners
Muslih Muhsin al-Aziz says in an arti-

cle that the humiliating and immoral acts

of torture practiced against Iraqi prison-
ers confirmed dropping of all Bush’s and

Blair’s allegations for the war n Iraq,

particularly those regarding the weapons

of mass destruction. The whole situation
has become very clear after the war as

Iraq has become a state occupied offi-

cially under approval of the United

Nations and admittance of the United

States and here are the allegations of lib-

eration and delivering the Iraqgis from

torture, collective graveyards and pris-
ons used for justifying and convincing
the world on causes of the war, result in
daily graveyard in all pars of Iraq and
horrible prisons where tens of thousands
of Iraqis are sent and exposed to all kinds
of disgusting torture. The army of occu-
pation is protected with laws that do not
allow its members trial as war criminals.
All human rights organisations or the
media are banned from entering those
prisons. The Americans and their allies
were holding Saddam responsible for all
crimes and violations that happened in
his time and now why what is going to be
said about what is being practiced by the
occupying army and why Bush and Blair
and their administrations are not held
responsible for that army criminal acts?

Aren’t they who sent armies to occupy

Iraq under weak and false justifications?

The occupiers have to bear the responsi-

bility for practices of their armies and

must stand trial before the international
courts as war criminals and perpetrators
of crimes against humanity. The more
shameful and sorrowful thing are the
hypocritical and double-tongued reac-
tions issued by Bush and Blair at a time
the Arab leaders keep silent and become
dumb to utter one word of rejection and
denunciation of what is happening. Why
don’t those Arab leaders demand the
withdrawal of the occupiers’ armies and
try to bear their responsibility? It is so
ridiculous for the criminals to install
themselves judges trying the sons and

né-g;jiiates

. commattmg
with _ Pa!estmtans
leaders of Iraq at a time they practice the
ugliest crimes the world has to condemn.

“g&%‘w% Al-Sahwa weekly, 6
] May 2004.

Main headlines

- While the Islah has condemned terror-
ist acts in Syria and Saudi Arabia,

- The ruling party launches media cam-
paign against opposition

- Yemen’s Students Union confronts
attempts of hindering its elections

- Official preparation for amending
press law

- Taxation authority deputy: Sales tax
would not affect basic commodities

- Gags smuggle them to Saudi Arabia
for beggary,

- International committee gets acquaint-
ed with conditions of children and
women

- Three workers
sewage
Columnist Zaid al-Shami says in his

article our government passes in crises of
its making or is party or cause in them.
Whenever it comes out of one it looks
for another to distract attention from the
duties it has failed to do and to bring
about a justification for not executing its
promises and provide a cover to corrup-
tion.

The question of new prices dose is not
ripe yet because it has no justification;
the parliament is against it an the people
are harmed from the ones before it and
the scandal of selling oil has not stopped
corruption but rather we have heard fiery
statements threatening and claiming that
the parliament has no right to monitoring
an follow-up.

Meanwhile we are surprised by a new
campaign against the opposition, partic-
ularly against the Islah and YSP aiming
at stripping them of patriotism and the
direct cause that angered the government
is the Islah condemnation of latest blasts
in Riyadh. That condemnation changed
into a media and political topic preoccu-
pied attention of leaderships and offi-
cials, pinning on it Yemen’s economic
loss, retreat of tourism movement and
abstention of the rich world from invest-
ing in Yemen.

The question is for how long would
this fabrication of crises continue?

Main headlines

- In protection of a military influential
person wanting to confiscate some cit-
izens land,

- Collective displacement and migration
from Raudhat al-Hoban area

- Official source in the Organisation
calls for reply to occupation crimes

- Military companies attack a village
and arrest citizens in Ibb

- Yemeni Institute for Democracy
Development issues a statement on the
ugly violations of rights and dignity of
the Iraqi POWs

die in Hudeidah

Al-Wahdawi  weekly,
organ of the Nasserite
Unionist Organisation,
4 May 2004.

The president: Yemen and Saudi security indi- |

- Arrests at the Grand Mosque continue

The political editor of the Wahdawi
newspaper says the governing council in
Iraq. an imperialist, occupational and
aggressive making, does not possess any
constituents of rule or legitimate charac-
teristics and even does not possess a fait
accompli. Any entity that comes out of
aggression and coercion is null and
rejected and is confronted with the legit-
imacy of the resistance till it is defeated
and removed. Because the Arab rulers
have pulled out of their sovereign and
fighting will and from their popular sup-
port, are no longer able to reject the
American demand for dealing with the
governing council as reality and as a
legitimate authority because such an
authority should be recognised by the
people. The interpretation separating
between legitimacy and reality to justify
dealing with the emergent case of Iraq is
a kind of surrender that drops from its
calculations and explanations the inten-
tion of resistance and the right to fight
and the will of liberation.

Thus the reality with which the Arab
leaders are dealing with the emergency
case of Iraq contributes to let down the
will of the Iraqi people and justifies the
American occupation that is practicing
immoral and inhumane acts against the
Iraqi prisoners and the Iraqi people.

Ui Al-Balagh weekly, 4 May
i 2004.

Main headlines
- Eritrean satellite channel received in

Mahweet but not our 15t TV. Channel
- Warning against a chemical substance

used in shops selling fruit juices
- American and Britons killed in an

armed attack in the Saudi city of

Yanbou
- While the supervisor of writing the

Iraqi constitution is a Jew,

- Eight Jews supervise eight ministries
in Iraq

- On the May Day, workers and
employees of Amran cement factory
stage labour strike and demonstrate in
the city

- Queen Arwa University holds its sev-
enth cultural week

Editor in chief of the newspaper says
in his article the United States of
America alleges it is fighting terrorism
and that it is “peace advocate” and more-
over claims that its occupation of Iraq
was for spreading peace and ending a
terrorist regime. The U.S. has actually
managed to remove the regime of
Saddam Hussein in Iraq but the question
is has it managed to destroy terror or
establish peace in Iraq?

Iraq has changed into a volcano crater
destroying Americans and Iragis. Some
Iraqis were being killed by the former
Iraqi regime and now they are killed at
the hands of the American occupation
forces. Here the resistance has emerged
to fight the Americans but the great dif-
ference is that the Iraqis killed in the
resistance are dying for the liberation of
their country from occupation and in
defence of their country and honour

20=-2=-70 OMION-AMAN

while the American killed at the hands of
resistance does not bear any cause nor
defending anything but the arrogance of
America.

The American policy has led to sow
terror seeds in the entire world and
instead of destroying terror it is helping
for its spread.

'&5.1\

Main headlines
- FM: Yemen’s initiative regarding Iraq
would be discussed by Arab foreign

Al-Wahda weekly, 5
May 2004.

By Yahya Al-Olfi
alolfi@hotmail.com

feuds c;ulnnnau . with sad homicides
all over the country.

Within this context 1 would like to
refer to some of the lamentable and at
the same time inevitably humorous
incidents. It is known that the culture of
raiding is a deep-rooted tradition prac-
ticed in the deserts of the Arabian
Peninsula prior and following the
advent of Islam (It was a regular prac-
tice prior oil discoveries in the Arabian
peninsula but now is limited to some
areas of Yemen).

Two ill-destined Egyptian teachers
were victims of such public armament
and revenge tradition, which is sanc-
tioned by the state due to its impractical
stance towards this issue by consider-
ing popular armament as an honor and
an indispensable tribal tradition which
ought to be maintained and now many
weapon amateurs justify it by saying
look at Iraq if Iragis were armed the
American mission would not have been
that easy.

Anyhow, the two unlucky Egyptians
had to work in the nomadic areas bor-
dering both desert provinces of Yemen
“Marib” and “Al-Jawf’. The Egyptian
teacher working in Marib was raided by
assailants from Al-Jawf who killed him
in the process.

So when the news spread about what
had happened to their teacher the tribes
on the other side vowed to take
revenge. People then thought that they
would for sure kill one of the assailants
but instead everybody was astounded to
hear that they killed another Egyptian
teacher working in the assailants’ area
(a tit for tat) so as to settle scores just as
is the case with the ongoing revenge
and counter revenge.

In reality, people in Yemen do carry
arms because of the judiciaries’ total
corruption as well as the lax govern-
mental attitudes towards the rights and
the security of the general population.
A soldier cannot be rewarded if he
dares to solve a problem on his own ini-
tiative and the government cannot guar-

Durmg the past few weeks official,
private and party media have been
speakmg’a ut the spread of arms in
Yemen and how sm:h availability of
ribal and family

o
f* A show of iraqi
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ministers
- Education minister: 120 million dol-
lars, support from the World Bank to
education and building a factory for
production of school requirements
- Field studied to discuss the health sit-
uation in the country
- More than 10 thousand traffic acci-
dents last year
Columnist Qadriyah al-Jifri says in an
article the republic of Yemen is among a
few countries that adopted the way of
democracy as an approach and followed
it and implemented its articles. It has
therefore announced the political and
organizational plurality, the freedom of
opinion and counter-opinion through

Looking for humour
amidst Yemeni arms (1-2)

tea h&s safety even if he is doing his
’ duty let alone his bias with
the apgrieved against a wrongdoer.
- 1 still remember when a soldier dared
to stop a minister who violated the traf-
fic rules. The minister called the police-
man names, thinking that in his capaci-
ty as a minister the policeman shall be
intimidated but because the policeman
thought he was acting right and not
knowing that the transgressor is a min-
ister the traffic policeman roughed him
up.

Later the minister was consoled by
the then prime minister and his cabinet
and the poor policeman received his
dues for half a year in jail
Unfortunately, at present our police and
army strength can only serve influential
people and this is the reason why most
Yemenis find it necessary to keep arms
because they do not trust let alone
respect the state and its organs. I shall
give two examples just to prove how a
soldier tends to shy away from taking
sides with regard to any daily public
security incidents.

Almost two years ago I was a wit-
ness to a horrible incident where a man
was killed in front of the presidential
office downtown Sana’a and the office
guards hid themselves behind the gate
(opposite Taj Sheba hotel). After the
assailant fled the soldiers were asked
by the bystanders why they did not
interfere and they are many they
answered simply because we do not
want to get involved for if we are to
interfere we shall have to bear the con-
sequences.

We cannot act on our own authority
out of fear that we shall inevitably sub-
ject ourselves to retaliation. Another
time a soldier at Sana’a Airport pre-
vented a Chieftain and his bodyguards
from entering the departure lounge.

After some time the Chieftain came
in with many of his armed men. He
entered the lounge forcefully and want-
ed to get rid of the credulous soldier
who thought he was defending law and
order. Luckily the soldier’s commander
had already given him a leave for six
months and made him leave immedi-
ately.

Another Chieftain repeated the same

publications of various political parties.
The civil society has also got established
as a support for the political as aspect of
democracy. The parliament and local
councils have also been formed as an
inevitable result of democracy, in addi-
tion to other things came within democ-
racy.

All those developments have prepared
Yemen to be among the democratic
countries and the world has therefore
welcomed it and recognised that and the
clearest testimony is the convening of
the regional conference of democracy
that included many countries and attend-
ed by many heads of state from the world
over.

mischief but was faced this time by a
resolute sergeant. This military man
was slapped and humiliated by the
Chieftain and his henchmen. Luckily,
the humiliated soldier either hailed
from the same area of the late
Mohammed Abdullah Saleh
(President’s Brother) or was known to
him.

When the late Mohammed Abdullah
Saleh tried to teach that Chieftain a les-
son he was discouraged due to many
interventions by influential people who
interfered with the president, who
unfortunately later ordered the with-
drawal of the soldiers who were besieg-
ing the wrongdoer’s den-castle. This
uncalled for weakness on the part of the
government had later given the same
Chieftain a license to kill. One day
while he was prancing with his punch
of ignorant convoy of bodyguards (illit-
erate tribesmen’.

He ordered his bodyguards to gun
down a cabdriver under the pretext that
the said cabdriver was impeding the
procession of his convoy and seemed to
have bad intentions towards his high-
ness.

The Chieftain later was frightened to
know that the cabdriver came from a
tribal area, so he hurried to reconcile
that tribe and paid them blood money (
in Arabic Diyah) immediately as they
wished as a price for the slain cabdriv-
er after convincing them that it was not
his fault and that the thing was a grave
mistake while because the other victim
ie. the passenger hailed from Taiz
province a Yemeni region where tribal-
ism has faded away long ago and as the
state is unconcerned to interfere on the
side of any aggrieved simple Yemeni
citizen as is the case in other civilized
nations, god only knows whether that
sheikh did pay an equal blood money or
none at all.

There are many similar incidents
committed by chieftains against promi-
nent governmental figures and gover-
nors and have gone unpunished.
Actually, if there is a genuine will to
affirm the state’s standing, it is so easy
to do, but as the Egyptian joke says”
The Director would like it to be this
way’1?.
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Net worm arrests could crack cyber rlng experts

LONDON, May 8 (Reuters) - The
arrest in Germany of two men suspect-
ed of writing crippling computer
worms may be the biggest break yet in
taking down the most prolific virus-
writing group ever, security experts
said on Saturday.

Since January, a group of crafty pro-
grammers going by the name “Skynet
anti-virus group” have been flooding
the Internet with a host of debilitating
contagions, some capable of hijacking
unwitting Internet users’ PCs with the
aim of using them to send out spam e-
mail or attack Web sites.

But on Friday, German police made
two arrests that security officials hope
could ultimately expose the murky
underground of virus-writers and hack-
ers and crack into one of the most rap-
idly growing areas of cybercrime.
German police on Saturday announced
the arrest of an 18-year-old program-
mer from the state of Lower Saxony
who admitted to writing the super-

potent Sasser computer
worm.

Also, police in the
southern German state
of Baden-
Wauerttemberg said
they had arrested a 21- gaen.
year-old man who con-
fessed to programming
another damaging out-
break known first as &8
“Agobot” and later as §
“Phatbot.”

German police said
they suspect the two
men were not working
together. But they
added they are investi-
gating five other possi-
ble accomplices who
may have lent their
programming expertise to the 21-year-
old’s crafting of “Phatbot”.

Valuable clues?

An unidentified person stands in front of the home of the suspected 18-
year-old creator of the “Sasser” computer worm in the northern German
village of Waffensen near Bremen May 8.

Even if the men had no direct ties to
each other or the Skynet group, their
computers may hold valuable clues to
how deep the organisation goes,

experts said.

In  confiscating
© computers, police
# could go through
~ chat logs, e-mails
and hard drives
i looking for recent
. conversations or
shared code with
other hackers and
virus writers.

“It really depends
on what they find on
those computers,”
said Graham Cluley,
senior technology
consultant for
Sophos Plc, a British
security firm.
“And, these guys
will have a rude
awakening this weekend. One way to
save their bacon may be to spill the
beans on the virus-writing under-
ground,” he added.

REUTERS

| DON'T HAVE TO TRY TO PLEASE ANYONE ELSE

Security experts have suspected the
author of Sasser, which preys on PCs
running the ubiquitous Microsoft
Windows XP, 2000 and NT operating
systems, has some ties to the Skynet
group.

The Skynet group has claimed
responsibility for authoring the 30
Netsky computer viruses that have
emerged on the Internet since February.

And, the most recent Netsky virus —
Netsky. AC — contained references to
Sasser.

The digital links didn’t end there.
Earlier versions of Netsky were pro-
grammed to knock out university and
academic Web sites in Switzerland,
Florida and  Nieders%cchsischer
Bildungsserver, the latter of which was
located in the state of Lower Saxony.

"Continued from front page ' -

“Yemen’s government must listen to the people”

Not anti-Semitic

Mabhathir also said that now more peo-
ple realize that his speech at the OIC
summit last year was not anti-Semitic,
but rather constructive and based on the
call to think.

“Now I think people are beginning to
realize that I was not being anti-Semitic
in my speech. I think that the Jews made
mistakes. They can be wrong, and we
have the right to criticize them.”

He also renewed his criticism of the

. way the US has been supporting Israel
| by saying, “the USA continues to sup-
. port Israel irrespective of what they do,
| even when they assassinated Sheikh

Yassin and Dr. Rantissi. In other words,
the US is supporting assassinations, and
that is extremely dangerous because it is
against International law.

So, the US must rethink its support for
Israel. When you support Israel irrespec-

' tive of what it does and against the

Palestinians even when they want peace,
then you are not helping the peace

| process.”

Economy, stability civil society
When asked about the priorities of the

Yemeni government, Dr. Mahathir
focused on the economy, saying that the
government should focus more on how
to utilize its resources and develop its
human resources. He added that stability
is also a must for the government to
advance.

“You also need security and stability
for investments to flourish. Without a
stable country and government, you can-
not carry out economic development
policies. This is also a major priority as
stability is necessary for economic
development.” he said.

About civil society, Mahathir focused
on the importance of dialogue with the
government and exchange of ideas and
views. “The civil society should assist in
finding ways on how to develop the
country.” he stressed.

He also noted that being part of the
civil society, media also has a responsi-
bility in this respect.

“Free and responsible media that is
self-regulated to ensure they carry their
professional duties in society should
have a major role to play in your coun-
try’s development. Media should enjoy a
lot of freedom, because basically you are
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committed to assisting the government
in development of your country. Of
course you have to criticize negative
phenomena, and that is important, but it
should be done out of care for your
country and its development.” he men-
tioned.

Yemen’s growth not enough

Mahathir also added that even though
Yemen was progressing, yet it is behind
all neighboring countries in The Gulf.
“By comparison to other countries in the
region, especially oil-rich countries,
Yemen’s development pace is somewhat
behind. Yet I believe that Yemen has the
same potential as the other Arab coun-
tries, and should make better progress.”
he said.

He also noted that his visit aims at
promoting Yemen-Malaysia cooperation
in trade, traiing and other aspects. He
expressed his hope in that there will be
greater cooperation in the future between
the two countries following the visit.

“I am here together with several busi-
nessmen and investors to explore the
opportunities of cooperation and expan-
sion of relations between the two coun-
tries.”
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Oil deal angers MPs

On the other hand, Bajamal said that
sheikh Abdulmajeed al-Zindani will not be
turned over to the US whatever the evidence

it gives.

The US Treasury Department added the
name of Zindani to the list of suspected sup-
porters of terrorism some months ago. It
also said that it would request the UN to do

the same.

Bajamal said in an interview with the mil-
itary weekly 26 September Thursday that his
government will never extradite Zindani to
the US, adding that al-Zindani himself
expressed his willingness to appear before
any Yemeni court. “Therefore, the request to
turn over an important person like Zindani is
rejected. I will protect him as a government;
they would find the same reply from the rul-
ing party or president Ali Abdullah Saleh,”

he said.

However, the US has never so far request-
The US
ambassador Edmund Hull said earlier that
they have accurate information on the
involvement of the man in supporting terror-
ism and the role of his university, al-Eman in
promoting terrorism in Yemen. They, at the
moment, are interested in working to stop
the flow of money to al-Zindani and his uni-

ed the extradition of Zindani.

versity.

Concerning the human rights record
in Yemen, she said that her ministry is
doing its best to improve it, dismissing
the argument that the ministry was
meant for decoration only. She said
that it is for the first time that her min-
istry is now preparing an annual report
on the situation of human rights in
Yemen in collaboration with relative
ministries and NGOs. Al-Suswa point-
ed out that her ministry is dealing seri-
ously with human rights abuses just
like the response to the human rights
abuses perpetrated by some security
men; she said they were prosecuted
and indicted. Another important thing
is that a new department at the min-
istry has been set up to receive com-
plaints of citizens, whose rights have
been abused, following up these com-
plaints with the relative authorities.

The minister revealed some of the
shocking facts about the trafficking of
children to Saudi Arabia by some bro-
kers. She confirmed the news that the
police some time ago thwarted the
trafficking of around 40 children at the
border, pointing out that the “most
important reason for this social prob-
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lem is poverty.” What is striking is the
fact that parents push their kids with
brokers to go to Saudi Arabia for beg-
ging. She said that investigations have
found that some of the children were
sexually abused by their brokers.

Al-Suswa said that she is working
with the ministries of Justice and
Legal affairs to harden the punishment
against the perpetrators of such a
crime which is not clearly defined in
the Yemeni law at the moment.

On their part, the YJS demanded the
abolishing of the imprisonment sen-
tence against journalists as it does not
fall in line with any democratic socie-
ty or free media. The YJS expressed
worry over the intention of the minis-
ter of justice to conduct amendments
to the Press and Publication Law,
demanding in a press statement that it
should not be excluded from this
potential amendment. The YJS called
the government to end its monopoly
over the ownership of electronic
media. It expressed worry over the
abuses and attacks the journalists have
been going through in Yemen and the
Arab world.
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Some other topics: 5 things about
their village/town, 6 things about their
home, 6 things about their pet animal,
etc.

1. What to Say » Jollowing 5. ata premium (in great demand and therefbre UNIVERSITY Activity 2: Bio-data
Situations and expressions (66): 1. masque 2. maxim 3. melodrama difficult to get): Time is at a prermum- Sc wi-yG'. “; la is a filled-in bi
Mother’s Day (I) 4. metaphor 5. metastasis because of my hectic schetiule tep 1: Given below 1s a filed-in bio-

data form. Draw the attention of your

F ords are too grossly inadequate to . his short article, meant for

' articulate our indebtedness to the Suggested answers to last week’s questions V. Grammar and Composntxon the tedcher-trainees, DUpUsT0 the information contained in it.
’ mother. We can only earnestly pray . loco citato (Lat. ‘in the place cited’): Often The words in capitals at the end of each | includes some mini activi- dDraw' tthe1r efmﬁml?n also t(()i [g_e model
£ the perennial spring of her benediction and abbreviated to loc. cit., the term indicates a  sentence can be used to form a word that fits ties, which can be used to e.sflng ton following it and discuss it
love to ennoble our lives. That is the most reference to a book or page or passage suitably in the blank space. Fill each blank in teach short descriptions to '™ tem-
benign blessing we can ask for, and our already mentioned. this way. the young learners who are in their Bio-data
profoundest gratitude is the only gift we can 2. magnum opus (Lt ‘great work’): A major 1. I was very annoyed by her —— to help me. beginning years of learning English as a N'O' ?Y f Rashid
lay at her feet on the Mother’s Day. literary work, perhaps a writer’s masterpiece. (REFUSE) non-native language. As the learners’ Aa"fez.l aussul Rasiu
Milton’s Paradise Lost is his magnum'opus. 2. Governments around the world are becoming grip over the target language, at this Hg‘f' hts %’egrs
» A mother is someone who is the first finger 3. malapropism (Fr. ‘mal a propos’, ‘not to the increasingly worried about both air and sea stage, is least likely to be firm and Hell;gb : den
you hold on to, the first step you follow purpose’): So called after Mrs. Malaprop, a . (POLLUTE) - sound, the teacher is expected to play a COI Y- gar e.ni)r;g
around, the warm embrace with a loving character in Sheridan’s The Rivals (1775), 3. I don’t like Shakespeare; I find most of his major role in handling these activities in Color of ;”ly e.s‘_ bluek
touch, the sweet voice you grow to depend who had a habit of using polysy]labxc words plays rather . (BORE) the classroom. These activities are A;;r of- 1\‘/}"' : allaCY
upon so much, the face-reader, the secret- incorrectly. 4. The shops are in the —— area of the city. game-like and should be treated as such resi Sl Tl
keeper and the most precious gift of life. 4 manifesto (Lat. ‘mani _festus . struck by , {CENTER) by the practicing teacher. Model Descrinti
__Happy Mother’s Day hand’): A public declaration, usually of 5. The government has sent in more than a “YO € fe's‘crlp 1?“ 0 H
* You're thoughtful. You're cons1derate, s0 political, religious, phiiosophlcal or literary hundred military — to help the army. Activity I: Think and write . toussu tzliltWH?nﬂ one }]/:iarskob .h'e
kind and loving, too. So hope this Mother’s principles and beliefs. ‘ (ADVICE) Step 1: Ask the pupils to think of five i vergl ’ G 5 4 wrilig Z;f. hmbbls
 Day turns out just wonderful for you. With 3. manuscript (Lat. ‘codex manu scnpms . things about their school: for example, ~SY©$ ar¢ blue. Liardening 1s us hoboy.

love.

book writien by hand’): Strictly a book or

Suggested answers to last week’s questions

six classrooms, one common room for

He is from Mukalla.”

|« When this special day has passed, may you be _document of any kind written by hand rather The word in each group which does not belong the teachers, a garden, desks, benches, Step 2: Ask il h
_ left with treasured memories that remain in than prmted or typﬁd has been underlined etc. Next, ask them to write down these i Zp ‘h > dyt?ur pulIl)l St t.OfC OOSIC a
your heart for ever. Happy Mother's Day. . L. usual peculiar  everyday  ordinary words/phrases in their note books. frlen h"ariclh Ao etr:l cok %C. ‘3 (tm?anon
* May this special day that's yours alone be (€ ) Words commonly confused 2. ignore recognize realize notice Step 2: Using these words/phrases, let rosrrtl ! 3 Ee rong atlllq 1?_ az.i[ Oll;mh
filled with every Joy and happiness. Happy Distinguish between the following palrs of 3. depressed bored uninterested keen them frame sentences of their own. d e‘pt'. nco;lr‘:}%e. efm_ o(;m €s t(l)‘l
. Mother’s Day. words 4. kick kiss punch hit Encourage them to use familiar verbs esgr;p Lons (t)) ?lrt rleln s on the
* Along with loving wishes for a happy 1. liberty, freedom 5. swelling bruise medicine  injury like be, have, play, sit, put, etc while moSti glfni tOV:;lm step h the
. Mother’s Day and fondest love to you, there 2. principal, principle 6. ankle elbow  knee heart framing the sentences. q 51 LE dem dexc ang‘: eir
_ comes a great big “Thank you’ for everything 3. lovable, lovely 7. mend  burst destroy smash Step 3: After Step 2, ask the pupils to ~ €SCTIPUONS to read and comment on.
you do. 4. memorable, memorial 8. check reject examine inspect arrange their sentences into a neat para- Activity 3: D d writ
5. popular, populous 9. damage ruin 1epair spoil graph on the model given below: S tc 1v;‘yA k raw anhl wr ll'et h
11. How to Say it Correctly ' 10. cost expense  charge refund bt Hasarini yo”rfp“p‘bsbt.? 'S e“b“it ¢
Correct errors, if any, in the following Suggested answers to last week’s questions Model Description §rh0 esﬁ"g 1on o arg hl %Ve CIOW.
sentences drown (vi) (die in water because unable to (B} Composxtmn “There are six classrooms in our en, ask them (o read the cescription

1. Walid, Raydan and Nasry discussed the news
at the former’s house.
| 2. One should always carry a map when you are

(A) How to express it in one word

1. An elderly ‘unmarried woman.

nmu on between mind and mind.

3. The branch of science that deals with
principles of classification.
The art of preparing and mounting skins of

_ animals in life-like manner.

5 That which relates to a barber or his work.

. One who walks in sleep: somnambulist (n)

(B) :Iiz‘{oreignf‘phra'ses and expressions
Give the source of origin and meaning of the

breathe): He fell overboard and was drowned.
sink (vi) (go down below the horizon): The
sun is sinking in the west.

Bring out the meanings of the follawmg in
illustrative sentences

bl - -

the salt of the earth

have a nose for (something)
slip one’s mind

b living on a shoestring
rope in

Suggested answers to last week’s questions

do everything which he wants): He got a out-
of-turn promotion because he was always
licking the manager’s boots.

Expand the idea contained in the maxim
66: HUMOR IS THE SALT OF LIFE

political trends. In the ultimate analysis, one who
is in possession of financial strength becomes the
defacto controller of the affairs of the needy
people who, not out of choice but for financial
compulsions, are bound to obey thexr big bosses
capricious dlctates

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran

who is acquainted with the whole of eternity

and the magnitude of the universe?”

—Cicero

school. There is also a common room for
the teachers. Our teachers sit there when
they are free. But the classrooms are for

and draw the picture of the rabbit.

Short description
“This is a rabbit. His name is Halo. He

DRr..M.N.K.BOSE
(BOSE @y.net.ye)
Associate Professor of
English,
It

Dear Fellow teachers,
- n an earlier letter I have told you

‘Open your book at page number such
and such’, ‘Bring me a chalk, will
you?’, Have you done your home-
work?’, Keep quite’, ‘Listen to me care-
fully without looking at the book’ etc.

_ in an unknown place. 2. elicit (vt) (draw out): The pohce ahcxted the Suggested answer of last week question us. There are many benches and desks in . .

3. IfI was you I'd go by train. truth from the accused. - ; our classrooms. We sit on the benches ha; tlor;g ears and; shoct tail. Igétlsgs

4. Ali’s father was angry at the mess in the illicit (adj) (unlawful; forbidden): He was 65: HE WHO PAYS THE PIPER and put our bags on the desks. There is IW 1e as snow da“ , runs very fast. He
kitchen. arrested for selling illicit liquor. CONTROLS THE TUNE also a small garden in front of our 'S MMMy garcen.

5. He needs his hair cutting badly. 3. eruption (n) (outbreak of a disease): Money power plays a decisive role in our school. We play there during our free . .

. Measures are being taken to prevent eruption  personal and social life. The donor or the time.” . Sttep 2% - hyour pupils tlo drawbthe
Susgested answers to last week’s questions of malaria. , , benefactor is usually in control of the beneficiary (Do not be worried if the paragraphs glc ure o ?;lm Zr Iz}elt antmal (ay he a
1. The children were so eager to 20 to the circus irruption (n) (sudden and violent entry): The and wields a major influence in mobilizing or |  your pupils write turn out to be different. dog, 'at' ca ban " en write a short

that they were all ready before lunch. violent irruption of soldiers into the building moulding the latter in any manner he likes. One | On the other hand, encourage them to essctnp :l;fnLa 0;“ the peﬁ' il
2. Bill’s father asked him to put the car in the was condemnable. who is at the receiving end has little freewill to use linkers like but, also, etc to link their d e'p[' : e:t en(li ex‘:i 2ngs delrshert
garage, but Bill told him that he had already 4. fetch (vt) (go for and bring back somebody or  exercise his discretion or express his likes and | sentences up and thus achieve coher- eflf”p lonz 9 Teat an .C.Omm.em.lon'
dote 5o _ something): Please fetch the doctor at once. dislikes. He is obliged to obey the overt dictates |  ence.) " Iy lo aEVISle ac_uvn]lies Slﬂm ar o
3. The doctor advised me either to eat tlessorto  bring (vt) (cause to come): Please bring me or covert wishes of his benefactor for the simple Step 4: Lastly, let them exchange tbelse fo make lesmng Enghsh egoy-
| Gke piore exercise the dictionary from the shelf. reason that the latter is the provider of funds. | their descriptions to read and comment 2°°¢
4. We discovered that, on Sundays, there was 5. formalism (n) (exact observance of forms Thus, money buys people’s independence and
. npeither a train nor a convenient bus for the and ceremonies): I have no love for official discretion. There is a lot of practical sense in R. .
__journey. formalism. L. Stevenson’s statement when he says, “The A letter to the teaCherS Of EngllSh: 51
5 Candidates must answer beoth the first formality (n) (strict attention to rules, forms, price we pay for money is paid in liberty.” This is L
quesuon in section A and the fxrst quesnon in and convention): He observes a lot of all the more discernible in the current global ConteXtuallze the language
. formalities in his dealings. scenario where affluent countries are throwing .
. financial aid packages to the developing third h l
II}, Increase Your Word Power (C) Idioms and phrases world countries and trying to control global you use ln t e C asses

to be adapted to your situations; some of
the names in the books at the beginning
level (for example, Sue) need to be
changed.

Another important thing in contextu-
alizing is to see that the sentences we
speak are cohesive (grammatically con-
nected) and coherent (communicatively

_ g ¥ é@@ﬂ” e - the importance of classroom lan-  connected). Look at the following
Snggesteﬂ answers to last week’s questmns ! K; af[.)m:id!e 0}? gerves})(t(‘)d?e erry “e,rvo‘gs)‘» 5 whoever guage, the kind and the amount example  taken  from  Henry
1.:,_,5Person who helps even a stranger m hy hﬂen 15 Aways 4 bundic 01 nerves Wich o Works evil, will be _ of English you speak in the class-  Widdowson’s book:
difficulty: Samaritan (n) .. 2 ihe‘.as t‘;‘s“ an cxaml, ‘s .. T Requited accordingly. . room while teaching English; 1. A: What happened to the crops?
Hospital especially for patlents w1th weak & ‘T he Wee‘d ours (verydear ifl m ehmérmng>~ ?g Nor will he find, besides Allah, experts call this ‘metalanguage’ and this 2. A: What happened to the crops?
_ lungs, or COIIV&I@SC&M people: sanatorlum s agfx ent ogcqrre in the we; Lt 7 Any protector or helper.” is, in fact, what helps your learners to a B: The crops were destroyed by the
_ m 3. get o f‘:;’ ba lying §tart (to bave‘ 4 vely S4:A123 large extent to acquire English from. rain.
3;:-:;Breedmg of silk worm for the pmductmn of m;;:(;ess fivi Egmtml:g).’t;ll'he ?flﬁ rai;ons %l?t D This language should be simple, under- B: They were destroyed by the rain.
~raw silk: sericulture (n) Ol 10 a Iiymg start wiili recilation irom ine standable and meaningful to the learn- A: When were the crops destroyed b
4. Speaking one’s thoughts aloud: soliloquy (n) Holy Quran. _ _ VI. Words Of WISdom . ers; this is [ihe langluagge you use inci-  the rain? " P e
5 ; 4 lick someone’s boots (1o flatter someone and  “Can earthly things seem important to him dentally to give instructions such as A: When?

B: The crops were destroyed by the
rain last week. B: Last week.

According to him, the sentences in
conversation 1 appear to be related but

0 pER OR D by DAVID OUELLET JUICY JUICERS Solution: 4 letters This is also called ‘teacher talk’, and  they are not cohesive, but those in con-
- ® Flulcloclali lclrlelmIiMlolc!T!slolElTIE[N expe;’lts sa}; ltll(lat Ihit; i_s st:rréllar to tkﬁe vers?tior:1 2 ar(:hcoh;afswe becaillsetthey
‘mother’s talk’ to their babies in the are fused together. If we recollect our
H(}W llT()hm'AY; ﬁirst1 read 11}110 lgst 1ff w<irdc,<: Lllu‘n 10;1)!; [all th(‘f puzzloi 'Ig‘hc v‘vor((iis Etlr(l‘( in lallﬂ_{lli;oc]t.inln}h— TIAJOJL|FIUD|L|S|T|S|WINIRIRIED U|C|E mother tongue and has the same effect.  use of English in the classroom, we can
vertically, horizontally, diagonally, backward. Circle eac etter ol a word lound and strike 1t O ¢ lst. e 3 . . .
letters a);(‘ often usedymorckthan il)ncc. so do not cross them out. It is best to find the big words first. When you S|A|S|U|T|A|R|A|PIP AIE|TIRIEIEIM AIS|B In t_hls letter, I would like to Sh?'re think of Several. 0CC3510H$ when we
find all the words listed in the clues, you'll have a number of letters left over that spell the Wonderword. DITIEITIEILIU|YIBITIMITIAIEININ|R|I|BI|E some ideas about how to contextualize  speak sentences like those in conversa-
i h # S f h d
CLUES rRINITLIL IV your language in the classroom, or how  tion 1. ome of us teach our students to
Aerated Combination  Gadget Particles Shake AEILLGLE ON0EEPILIE DS IS to use the language in contexts. Why  answer questions in complete sentences,
Alteration Commercial Handy Peach Shred PIN|N|E|E|R | RIR|ITIMIPIAJEIRIOIDIAII]AIE should we use_Englisk_l in contexts? In  for example, ‘What i§ your ngrne? _My
Apparatus Compartment  Ingredients Pear Sift G|l |P/IPMIR|/A|U|I|N|E|G|R|T|E|N|A E|D|R|E order to make it meaningful and useful ~name is - This is alright
Banana Curd Invention Peel Snack MIHIDIRIT|P|lQlC|YINIOINIRIUID|T|II|GIE|A § fﬁr learning. Il. is ahfactlthat the Epglish when we teach our stuldents qltl)estion-
Batter Cutting Kitchen Pepper Soften g that we use in the classroom is the answer in grammar classes, but we
Beans Dates Layer Plants Stored HICIAIEIPIEITIDI1IS DIIJUITITIKITININ|G 2 major, in many cases the only, source should also tell them that they needn’t
Beating Dense Limes Pound Stove S|A|S|IPITIEIN|Y TINP|T|TS|CIA|T AIG|E 5] from which our learners lear it. It is, ~answer such questions in complete sen-
Beeps Derive Load Preparation Supper E/M/M/A|C/A/N|O|U|E|G|T|M|A|S|H|N R|B|G z| therefore, important that we use English  tences in casual conversations; no one
Berries Diet Machine Pure Tear i i h hat th derstand itand  answers this question i mplete sen-
! _ i LIVIRIRIHIDIRIO|/IINIPIEIN|F|R|A|E O|N|Y 2 1n such a way thal €y unaerstand 1t an question 1n a comp
g;e\garage Blr_mder Maslh Eag'.nﬁ ?en‘d setting BIT O AIAIE P ETIT LISDKIBIEM I P IT e contexts will help in this process to a tence in the mother tongue. Another
ade iz cals aais urning ! | © large extent. That is why we should use  activity where we can practise this kind
glanif . g”mf[ MQnus FRledupe \V/\(/egetables A[FIN/T/DW|/KIN|/A|T/A|[D|/E/A|D|B|T|U|[S|I S| English in contexts familiar to them, of answering briefly is reading; ques-
B:::\ellv as Eg]uFi)p%ent M:E? € Rﬁ]%aw Wg{g; TIT/El/1IS|I |RINIDIEININ|IR|IEIRIAIR|/L|R|C c‘/? especially at the beginning stage; for tions to test their comprehension can be
Cabbage Float Mix Ripe Elslnlolslulsleli|AlTIElI IRIEIE|AE|A|A § example,_ about thei_r lives.. their festi- answered briefly, not necessarily in
Capacity Force Natural Rotate = vals, their food habits, their surround- complete sentences unless there is a
G/ P CINTINRHPIRSRVIBEEPSWPS ings etc. Because some of us use unfa- need for it.
Carrot Full Orange Sauce ] o
Chop Fuse Pads Seasoning E/X| TIN|S/HIA|K|E|P D T|EINIM/A|[M P|O|A|Z miliar contexts at times, we have to Let’s try to use English in useful and
vit[i|luls|TIN[E[I[DIE[R|GIN|I|O|O[H|U|C] g resort to the use of Arabic excessively in  familiar contexts. Good luck.
ANSWER NEXT WEEK Last Week’s Answer: Maintenance S order to make them understand. The Yours fraternally,
LIM]K|PIE|G|A|B|B|A|CIPIAIR|T|I|CILIE|S|e Crescent English Course materials need Dr.M.N.K.Bose.
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AL-HAMD FOR EXCHANGE.
Sana'a, Al-Tahreer St. Tel:286362, 273069
Hadda st.Near Al-Komaim center. Mobile:737
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B Al-Nasim Travel & Tourism.
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W Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders
for packing, customs clearance,
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& international forwarding air &
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forwarder.

Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel: 275903 /
216048 / 407905
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1209940, Email: itsgroup@y.net.ye
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* Eye Examination by specialized Egyptian Doctors with highly
specialized cadre & medical equipment
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1SO 9001 Certified)
NIIT Quality
Computer Education Tel. 445518/7-442073
Compute me Tel: Fax: 263530
New Horizons Computer Learning Centers

Tel: 01-448573-449356/7/8/9

mﬂr Sana’a: 441024/5. Aden:243124

Hodeidah:219643, 1bb:406882
Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

Forwarding (Land/Sea/ Air). Hodeidah: 03-2
Weather Proof Packing, Removals
& Warehousing International Door-
to-door services (Worldwide).
Customs clearance, Exemptions,
www.ITSGLOBALOGISTICS.
COM

B Red Sea Packing,General
Trading Agency.(Circle
International). Packing, Travels,
Forwarding, Custom Clearance,

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Arab Insurance Company Sana’a 606810/1/2/3/4/5
Fax /6 Aden:257875-26( Taiz: 260744 |
Hodeidah: 279672/3. Mukalla: 309744 A\byan:
604030

Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.)

Sana’a 272713/874
Taiz 250029
Marib Insurance
Aden: 255668
Hodeidah: 219545/8
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. Statiol 2001/2. Red Crescent 203131/3. Tel- 272962/43, Aden: 247617 Tai.
redsea@y.net.ye. Hadda Complex ’ 5 5. 5
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967-1-208897 Frelght Dr.Lella A l Seaghl l(i-g)]rl\r\n' 373452/33;85? m Contact: Mr. Sunny Joseph 263925-71150769
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Global Logistic Solutions Packi . .. YBRANCH OF FOREIGN BAN ‘ FREIGHT FORWARDERS Al-Hussein National Schools 412826/7
Tiitesnaticnal Brishit Baraaers ACKINE D SRR, O 3 " . Yemen Gulf Bank Fax:260824 Tel.967-1-260823 Al-Majd Yemen School 206159
Land/Sea/Air). Weather Proof " Y e W E—— 5 H dd h Al-M d Al-S k Al.M d St y y Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905  The English School 419308
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Mukalla:Hay Addis-main St. 05/352917-306560 (C Division) 441109/126 Fax: 440733 A1 _JANDUL Supermarket. 01-422610
accented to 4 O i ‘x { B L VY- : Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain Sana’a 208898-408518 . pe e
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o ALTIE _Si.aN1 ugnall b anskows Oilias Yermei Banks: ,
years  old < (= 2 Central Bank 274310/1 Urwa Wautga Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-French
! g

Yemeni Islamic Bank 5678

Yemen German Hospital (open heart surgery)

Jason 50,0 ¥ 3N (81,81 Gl

YBRD

CAR RENTAL

E-mail:felixpene @hotmail.com
The First Consultant center for the skin
venerial Diseases & Infertility 205517-73807737
Orthopedic & plastic specialist Hospital+967-1-633922

Kids. excel- T Sana’a: 4”]55:'%2 nifged 0 L -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch-
u “ = = g s F % 2 auz: el 418000. Fax: 418116 1rypjgn-Turkish-Erit Amharic 01-240515
lent and pro- eald e Adomis cals /[ Sus &)LEZ: /[ Olaiatl Hodeidah: 517 Modern German Hospital Tel. 600000/602008 -
2 = 0 i 271623/4 Fax. 601889

ductive work-
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Abu Yaser Travel&Tourism
Ashtal Travel & Tourism

1el:611560
Fax: 440839 Tel. 440930

ing environ-

ment, ~orre >nce ranslati -—
LOIKSP(mdLnLL “‘mSldFlO" C P ' ‘ 3 ‘#.s Hertz Rent a Car Sana’a: 01-440309  E-mail:orthosp@hotmail.com Al-Nasim Travel 270750
P|CiL\C contact marketing general services —— > Aden: 02-245625  Al-Jumhury Hospital 274285  Al-Sunidar Fax: 265202 Tel. 241667/500808
& & = ) ? I B 5
73811430. ) - = - Yemen Limozeen Rent A Car 417346-7927920  Al-Thawra Hospital 246366  Apollo Business Travel Center Tel. 444000/888
(4/12) 4?.‘—"% ) O‘)ée-w Abu Riyadh CO. Sana’a: 410594 Yemen Specialized Hospital 224963  Arabian Peninsula T & T Tel. 414755/410302

Fax: 414798
216028  Tel: 400722
Tel: 260932-46

Tel: 441158/9/60

pls contact:73803091.

Real

Job Murjan Travel Fax
Sky Travels Fax: 266258

Universal Business Travel Center

SANA’A:

MoneyGram
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CAR SHOWROOMS
& SPARE PARTS

Seekers

Head Office:

o Tk +G67 1206613 M Indian, Air . FORD/HYUNDAI 267791 Al-Yamama Palace Suites: 236230
vomves i FAX$O67 1205579 o Estate MERCEDES-BENZ 01-330080 Best Western Hadda Hotel: 41521215 NIVERSITIES
conditioni ng NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269  Hadda Town: 415900  American World University, Rep. by IS academy
4 ~ 2 Y I
& refrigeration technician, eauired:tw a OPEL/GM 203075 Raipon Hotel & Suites 504016/7/8  Tel. 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039
r 1 . -c A P ‘ . .thl“nd'[\? o . bed room SUZUKI 02 - 346000 ADEN: University of Applied and Social Science
Y Situation having 5 years experience in  apartment / villa in Hadda or TOYOTA 445362/3  Amoudi Plaza Hotel (02) 247000/1-5 Sana'a: 412442 Fax: 412441
v t maintenance of DX plllm. Hassaba area . COMPUTER EDUCATION Elephant BayBeach Resort (02) 202055 ) Aden: 234533 / 234960
acan . $ Queen Arwa University 2
. - chiller plant. chiller . cold pls contact:71620831. TRAINING CENTER INSTITUTE Saria’a University g 475
WRequired Security sys- storage. blast freezer.seeks M Required:Required:two bed APTECH Sana’'a: 01 -446880 German Language Institute 200945  Alandalus University Tel:675567. Fax:675885

tems / sound light techni-
cian with some experi-
ence .send your C.V.

P.O.Box:14314, Sana'a,

Fax:210292. (5/8)

BMRequired 2 years of
experience  in int.
commercial

correspondence to work
well-known = &
commercial
co.from 17.00 p.m -
21.00 p.m , pls call
:7906895 - Abdo
B Required
Secretary with Arabic &
English language. (4/19)
pls contact:73810416.

B Required highly quali-
fied full time English

in_a

respectful

M T R ™™

Female

teachers with an experi-
ence of5 years in teach-
ing at institutes, (4/12)
contact:(telefax) 243322.
MRequired Marketing
S coordinator with some
experience to work in a
Dynamic company. post
C.V to PO.Box 14314, Sana'a ,
fax : 210292. (3/29)
BMRequired Female teacher
with very good English to work
with respectful school, non

suitable placement.
pls contact :73721854.

B indian, B.A degree in
computer literate, fluent in
English And Arabic (spoken),
17 years exp, looking for
suitable placement. (5/8)
contact: 73721854.

BMIndian  MA(Englitt)with

good exp. seeking suitable part-
time jobs from reputed Co.
Proficiaent in all types of Intl
comm. Fluent in English lang
with good work exp. preferred

work time after 4.00 P.M.
(5/3)

pls contact:71631432.

B Faisal BSC. degree in

electric
(communication) ems  in
information tech. courses of
(LAN) ISB. Pakistan
V.good in pc skills & english.
contact:71972047 Faisal.

B Abdul rahman Ahmed, he

have two year's experience in

from

Security also he worked one
year Diplomatic
person.he is looking for a job in

with a

a (( Heigh School)).  (4/19)
contact:71123748

7355656508

B Hussein Ali, Business

room apartment in a good
condition on a resonable rent.

pls contact:71147075.
BFor rent: small house for
Women's only (student or

tourist) in tahrer zone, Sana'a.
contact:279334  (4/19)

B completely equipped dental
clinic (new) with dental chair
(Grasia)-Korea with warranty
1.5 vyear price 7000 $
negotiable. contact:73826003 ,
602492 Dr.Rami Al_Magqtary.
B Required a shop suitable for
telecom  or computer typing
center with rent not more than
10,000 rial monthly

contact: 71915847 Sana'a.

BFor sale:A taxi Gelant car,
model 81 with reasonable price
and a good condition, price
200.000 Y.Riyal.

Ammer Ahmed:73225037.

B For rent:Landcruser , Leep
Model 96.

pls contact:73328236.

W For sale: a recently imported
Suzuki Vitara 1992, customs
paid, in a very good condition.
contact:Mohammed 73623204
W For sale:Volvo FH12 tractors

A:u;LaJt‘,:- ‘W‘bw4 elaio
ﬁ‘j.é "LC ¢ 73884986 : 6.—‘:"-.’3"‘

FOR

Model 97_99
condition and different prices,
Toyota Rav 4 model 2003 with
price 23000 $, 12000 Km in
Excellent condition.

contact: 71739768, 73573466.
HFor
Cherokees,

in excellent

sale: Jeep Chrysler
Dark blue,
metallic, model 1993, price
9000 $ . in excellent condition,
(3/29)

pls contact:German Embassy,
Tel: 413174 Ext. 113.

Col

W For sale: Laptop
latitude PII in a very good
condition , 256 MB of Ram,
10 GB Hard disk, external
floppy, with CD Drive, 500S.
Pls contact : 71671773.(5/3)

Home /Office
Equipment

no customs paid.

uter

Dell

Send your Free Ads by Fax :01268276 or By P.O.Box: 2579 Sana'a

BRequired:electric  waking

machine. (5/3)

pls contact: 73776342.

B For sale:two Italian bed

sitting room
71100886,

: art of
rooms (single) . p

set.pls contact
415358.

B For sale:Double bed . Single
beds, drassing table, study desk
and chair, dinning set and other

e

>

ouse hold Items.
pls contact:73340405

B Are You Interested To
Study In Canada? contact

E-mail:ryadh-td @dfait-
maecl.gc.c www . canada .

1

org .ae

OIL REFINERY Capacity
:100,000 Barrels per
day.Origin Europe -

can be transfer to any [

Vv

Al-SHAMI
Establishment

V . christopher
(Int.Code.00967)

GENERAL TRADING

Saleh S AlShamigBres
Frade Agency, Oilfield Serveees, Tndustey Materiales,
Ruilding E&Ialrriab, Flictrical \‘laﬁmm

Sana'a, Taiz St Tel 264739248048
Fax 266285 PO Box: 2023

Adens 34120856

the world.contact:
73816219
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Vacancy

A female expatriate required for office
manager position in Sana'a. fluency in
Arabic and English is a must in addi-
tion to a third European language. can-
didate must have good IT and adminis-
tration skills. Email C.V to

suwaidilaw @yemen.net.ye.
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Head Office: Al-Rowaishan Building, Al-Zubairy St- P.O.Box:19845 or 160 Sana’a
E-Mail address: ycbho @y.net.ye,Web Site:w ww.ycbank.com,
Fax:(967-1) 284656, Secretary Telfax:(967-1) 277238, Exchange: (967-1) 284272/6,

Tel: 277324 277378, 277354, 277381, Telex: 3427 YCBHOS YE.
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Bronze Medal to Yemen

Presentations at the competition.

he 2nd  |ICPO  of
Turkmenistan took place in
its capital Ashgabat between

the 24th and 20th of April,

with a major participation of
46 projects from 29 countries. The event
was organised by the Ministry of
Education of Turkmenistan. The Robot
Arm Project of Turkish International
Schools students Nour Ali Shaban and
Marwan Sami Zaid under the supervi-
sion of their computer Teacher Mr. Necip
Celepci was selected by the Ministry of
Education to represent Yemen in the
international competitions.

The project involved the construction
of a robot arm and the development of
software controlling the robot with a
computer. Engines and other pieces of
old printers were used to build the robot
arm and electronic equipment was col-
lected from local shops to build the cir-
cuits connecting the robot to the com-
puter. With the help of Engineer Dr.
Alaadin Ekrekli from Seren Furniture
Company in the metal construction, a
100% local robot arm was built by the
students and teachers of the Turkish
International Schools. The Robot arm
has three step engines allowing it to turn
and lift small objects through controls on
a computer screen.

The event began with a ceremony at
the International Turkmen-Turkish
University with the presence of the
Minister of Education of Turkmenistan
and other senior officials. In his opening
speech the Minister emphasized that the

218t century is going to be an era of sci-

ence and expressed his happiness for
hosting 29 countries in such an impor-
tant event. Later a letter from
Saparmurat Turkmenbashy, President of
Turkmenistan, addressing the ICPO was
read. A live concert by a local orchestra
and the introduction of the participating
teams under their national flags was a
memorable scene for all.
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Some participants at the two-day competition.

During the competitions students
were required to give a presentation
explaining the aim, use, software, hard-
ware and development of their project.
The jury, which consisted of all partici-
pant supervising teachers, scored the
projects according to practicality, difficul-
ty, originality, feasibility and presenta-
tion.

<= Maintenance'and
~ spare parts availabla

Providing regular 0
maintenance contracts
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After two days of presentations by the
competitors and a vigorous programme
including festivities and cultural and
entertaining trips to museums and other
sights of Ashgabat, the Olympiads came
to an end with the results being
announced at a ceremony where sever-
al projects were awarded with gold, sil-
ver and bronze medals.
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TAHA M.A.ANAM TRADING EST.

Head Office: Taiz P.O.Box6748 Tel.(04)210526 Fax.(04)221511
Sanaa (01)216027 Aden (02) 465622

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

@.

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

@ Offshore structures and underwater works.

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
@ Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
@ Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
@ High quality buildings & sports

@ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution

@ Petrochemical plants, refineries.

@ Heavy, light industrial plants.

@ Power and desalination plants.

@@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

@ Oil fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

@ Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

systems.

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: cccyemen@y.net.ye
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