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BY MOHAMMED AL-QADHI
YEMEN TIMES

The Yemeni Prosecution in the tribu-
nal of the USS Cole bombing suspects’
refuted the document presented by the
defense lawyer which allegedly facilitat-
ed the task of the prime suspect. Chief
prosecutor, Saeed al-Akil, who has been
acting like a dictator in the courtroom,
said in the ninth hearing last Wednesday,
that the document presented by advocate
Abdulaziz al-Samawi is false, demand-
ing the original copy of the license.
Al-Samawi read in the last hearing an
official letter issued and signed by for-
mer interior minister Hussesin Arab,
which instructed the security authorities
at all checkouts to give “safe passage to
Sheikh Mohammed Omar Al-Harazi
(one of the aliases of the prime suspect
Abdulraheem al-Nasheri) with three
bodyguards without being searched or
intercepted. All security forces are
instructed to cooperate with him and
facilitate his missions.” The order was
valid from April 2000 until the end of the
year in which the USS Cole was

Trlbu}ial trying USS Cole defendants

attacked, in the port of Aden.
Al-Samawi said that the original copy
of the transport permit is with al-Nasheri
who he said, had the evidence but is in
US custody. The Specialized Penal Court
and the prosecution said earlier that they

_court for the testimony of the representa-

Court heedlessto
Suspect’s transport permit
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have no official information that he is in
the US, and therefore he is being tried in
absentia. However, al-Samawi asked the

tive of the US Department of Justice,
who was attending the tribunal on this
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heedless to his requests.
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issue. He also demanded that Hussein
Arab should be summoned before the
court to give his testimony on the license
issued for al-Nashri, but the court was

Continued on page 13
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Yemen’s Ambassador to Lebanon:

“Resolution on Lebanon
shows Arab Weakness

By WALID AL-SAQQAF
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Beirut — Sep 2nd — Yemen’s ambassa-

dor to Lebanon, Dr. Mohamed
Abdulmajeed Qubaty stated that Arab
lobbying and efforts in the United Nations
were greatly overwhelmed by that of the
USA and its allies, who have succeeded in
passing the security resolution denounc-
ing Syrian involvement in Lebanese poli-
tics. He expressed Yemen’s stance in
opposing the resolution, but he also
stressed the fact that the incoherence, dis-
unity, and weakness of Arab countries has
contributed to this result.

He also emphasized Yemen’s clear
position in rejecting the resolution and
opposing foreign interference in another
country’s internal affairs. “Yemen’s posi-

Dr. Mot;amed Abdulmajeed Qubaty

tion from the very start was that this issue
is purely domestic and neither the USA
nor any other country should interfere in
relations between two sovereign coun-

tries. This stance comes in harmony with
the Lebanese official stance”, Dr. Qubaty
added.

Lebanon itself also rejected the resolu-
tion as its parliament had, in the recent
referendum, approved extending the term
of current Lebanese President Emil
Lahhud for three more years by a majori-
ty vote.

The ambassador added that there is
now greater concern that more similar
resolutions could be passed in the near
future if no action is taken. “When we see
that this resolution on Lebanon was pre-
ceeded by the resolution on Darfur,

Sudan, and the resolution on Iraq, we
begin to become concerned that Arab
influence is diminishing in the interna-
tional arena in this so-called new world
order.” Complete interview inside.

Fighting against al-Houthi insurgency

More dead and wounded

By MOHAMMED BIN SALLAM
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

Fatal clashes have been taking place
between military forces and sheikh
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Hussein Al-Houthi’s followers for
eighty days in areas in Sa’ada povince,
250 kilometers north of Sana’a.

There are no figures of the rising
death toll among either fighters or civil-
ians. Yet, rough estimates indicate that
they reach thousands, let alone losses of
property, which are difficult to assess
especially amidst a media mystifica-

tion.
Continued on page 13

US lifts ban
on arms sales

By PETER WILLEMS
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

The United States announced last week
that the Bush administration has lifted a
14-year ban on selling arms to Yemen.

The announcement came from
Assistant Secretary of State for Political-
Military Affairs, Lincoln Bloomfield,
when he met President Ali Abdullah Saleh
in Sana’a last Wednesday.

Continued on page 13
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WB will not stop support,
says Deputy Prime Minister

By IsMAIL AL-GHABRI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

eputy Prime Minister, the
Minister of Planning and
 International Cooperation
F Ahmed Mohammed

Bwee®"  Sofan, has put an end to
the media rumors, that the World Bank
(WB) has stopped funding Yemen due
to a failure to implement economic
reforms.

He stressed that ties connecting
Yemen with international organizations
depend on mutual understanding of
economic and social reality and the
requirements of the development
process.

“The international organizations
cooperate with Yemen, offering funds
for development projects in all fields.
Negotiations with the World Bank in the
recent months have discussed the eco-
nomic and administrative reform pro-
gram and the readiness of international
organizations to fund the third five-year
plan,” said the minister.

The next five-year plan is being pre-

pared by the ministry in cooperation
with international organizations as well
as the Millenium Project of the UNDP
which has accommodated Yemen
because of its commitments towards
policies that foster development and
overcome economic obstacles.

On the other hand, Ali Abu Hatem,
chargé d’affaires of the WB in Yemen,
said he had no knowledge of the rumors
that WB is threatening the Yemeni gov-
ernment that it may block support. He
stated that the WB has proposed three
possible paths of action to Yemen:
either to offer the same aid level if the
performance in reforms remains as it is,
to lower volume of aid of the perform-
ance goes down, or raise size of aid if
performance rises.

He added: “The WB supports Yemen
currently with $600 million, while it is
expected that only $300 million is to be
spent annually.”

He pointed out that the Yemeni gov-
ernment has made strides forward in
financial and economic reform, and is
working hard in terms of administrative
reform, for which a long time is needed.

The 26th September, the organ of the
armed forces, said in its latest issue that
the authorities arrested one of al-
Houthi’s followers and found in his
possession al-Houthi’s will which
states:

‘After thanking God, I recommend
you to cut off my head as soon as I die,
so that my identity wouldn’t be
revealed. I swear by God, who sent
Mohammad the prophet with the truth,
I’ve seen in dream that the prophet , Ali
Bin Abi Talib, Alhasan, and Alhusein,
with Zaid Ali Musleh, Abdusalam

Abdullah and Ali Musleh (considered
of al-Houthi’s fellow leaders) each one
of whom was leading a nation with
white flags with the following written
on them: ‘Congratulations, second
Hussein. We were missing you and
looking forward to your arrival. You
are a martyr and your head will be cut
off and put in this box set with gold,
emeralds, and a group of angles around
it. You are the owner of the two flags.’

The letter was concluded by his will
to his followers encouraging them to
defy and to dismiss doubts of the

Al-Houthi’s will: behead me when I die

truth”.

“The forces still besiege al-Houthi in
Jabal Sulaiman where they expect to
find al-Houthi,” the sources men-
tioned.

“the authorities are looking for al-
Houthi’s corpse among 40 burnt and
rotten ones found in the embattled
areas where al-Houthi followers were
entrenched last week. The corpses were
transferred to the Al-Salam Hospital in
Sada’a after finding al-Houthi’s will.
The corpses had been buried in valleys
or left for dogs.” the sources told YT.

Italy trains Yemeni doctors

The Government of Italy has granted
five scholarships for Yemeni doctors to
pursue postgraduate studies in Italian
universities in different specializa-
tions: cardic surgery, neurosurgery,
cardiology, gyncology and obstetrics.

His Excellency the Italian ambassa-
dor, held a meeting with the doctors on
Wednesday September 1st, to bid them
farewell at his residence. He wished

Yen octors with Ital

ambassador and his f miI

them success in their studies.

The group was chosen on competi-
tive basis and includes doctors from
Sana’a and Taiz, namely Zaid Shaiban,
Isam Al-Karowda’a, Mohammed Al-
Janadi, Ibrahim Al-Medhwahi, and
Jamilah Al-Surmi.

They will study for five years, one of
which will be to learn the Italian lan-
guage in the city of Brescia.

US Delegation visits

A high-level delegation from the US
ministry of defense visits Yemen this
week to hold discussions concerning the
US and Yemeni defense ministries. The
discussions will focus on the bilateral
cooperation based on defense and securi-
ty aspects, as well as improving them,
exchanging experiences and combating
terrorism.

This visit comes at a time during
which Yemeni- American relations are
experiencing progress, particularly in
supporting and training special forces
commanded by Colonel Ahmad Ali
Saleh, supporting and improving the
Military Institute for Languages (MIL),
and the deployment of Yemeni coast
guards.

The American Deputy Secretary of

State for Political and Military Affairs
visited Yemen last Wednesday. He met
president Saleh and a number of officials
and stated that U.S.A. will cancel the
embargo of selling arms and military
equipment to Yemen imposed during
1994 war in Yemen.

A source in Yemeni ministry of for-
eign affairs denied that the meeting with
US officials will take into consideration
handing over the first suspect involved in
bombing the USS Cole in Aden and who
is currently detained in U.S. The court
will adjourn the case file for next
Wednesday.

The U.S. will continue to support
Yemen especially in areas of military and
security aspects and combating terror-
ism.

Yemen

On the other hand, the Chinese
Foreign Minister will arrive in Yemen
next Wednesday and meet with a number
of Yemeni officials to hold discussions
on issues concerning the two countries.

“The discussions will concentrate on
meetings and protocols signed by the
two countries in different areas,” said the
same source adding that the discussions
will cover a number of subjects regard-
ing regional and international issues and
reciprocating views about them like the
Palestinian issue, the situation in Iraq and
security in the region.

It seems that Yemen is establishing
relations with super-powerful countries
such as Russia, China and other western
counties visited by President Saleh like
the USA and UK.

YFMF organizes fifth course

The Yemen Female Media Forum is
organizing the fifth training course from
Sept 5th-9th to empower 25 press-
woman on legal affairs. The participants
will come from different provinces
including Sana’a, Aden, Taiz,
Hadhramout, Hodeidah, and Abyan.

The participants will be trained by
legal experts- Mohammed Allaw, head
of the Allaw Legal Foundation, Nabilah
Al-Mufti, member of Lawyer
Syndicate’s board, Khaled Al-Anisi,
Deputy head of the Allaw Legal
Foundation, and Fathiah Abdul-Wasi,
General Manager of Legal Affairs in the
Ministry of Information.

The trainees will receive lectures on

the advantages and disadvantages of the
Yemeni publication law, concerning
publication crimes, and the benefits of
international conventions ratified by
Yemen to guarantee better legal and
human rights for media people and
enabling them to get out of legal
predicaments.

Models from well-developed press
laws will be shown, as well as examples
of the so-called publication and opinion
offences, that some of the press have
been charged with, and ways of over-
coming them.

The training sessions and the closing
ceremony will be held at Al-Karawan
Wings, opposite Hadda post office.

- Taiz protests murder

By AHMED AL-BUKHARI
TA1Z BUREAU

A large crowd marched through the
streets of Taiz City in protest against
the murder of a civilian by a soldier.

The demonstrators carried banners
that condemned the atrocious crime,
requesting the president and the
Minister of Interior immediately stop
the irresponsible activities of the
municipality office in Taiz, which sells
payment orders to soldiers and bullies,
to extort money from citizens. The
demonstration which reached the gov-
ernorate bureau and the security
department, also asked for a just pun-
ishment for the perpetrator.

The murder took place in Al-Shanini
Market, Taiz on Wednesday September
Ist when when Munir Al-Burihi,
recruiter in the Central Security,
opened fire with a pistol at 23-year-old
Mazen Othman, a shopkeeper in Al-
Shanini market.

The victim was quickly transferred
to the hospital but died on the way.

People said the soldier was assigned
to do a task somewhere else, but
arrived at the market and provoked a
quarrel with the man, whom he killed
immediately. In his attempt to escape,
he wounded another man with a knife,
but Taiz security has captured him and
now he is awaiting trial.

Shopkeepers in Al-Shanini market

Taiz hosts fishery union meeting

The founding meeting of the
Cooperative Fishery Union was held
on Augusts 29th, at the bureau of Taiz
Governorate. The meeting aimed to
establish a board of fishermen’s repre-
sentatives from coastal areas in Taiz
such as Makha, Thubab and Bab Al-
Mandab.

The conference was headed by
Mohammed Al-Haj, Deputy Governor
of Taiz, and Secretary General of the
Local Council.

Deliberations took place among offi-
cials who indicated the importance of

holding the founding meeting, and the
service it will provide for many fisher-
men in fishery societies in the coastal
districts of Taiz.

Taiz is a governorate with the largest
number of societies and unions.

The meeting was attended by
Mohammed Abdul-Salam Al-Dahbali,
the director of the Fishery Wealth
Office in Taiz, Abdul-Nasser Al-
Akmali, the manager of the governor’s
office, and Ammar Al-Mu’alim, the
manager of public relations and infor-
mation at the government bureau.

Gunfight in
Haddah leaves
bystander dead

A potato merchant was killed last
Tuesday, and another man injured,
when both were was struck by stray
bullets during a gunfight near the gat
market in Haddah. Sources say that
the fight was caused by a dispute
between a factory owner from Arhab
and an armed contingent, over a piece
of land near the market.

The police have begun investiga-
tions, but the incident, which is just
one of several similar cases to have
occurred, has caused much unrest
amongst locals, who have expressed
their dissatisfaction with the lack of
control exercised by the state on gun
crime.

Kuala Lumpur & sakarta packagt
special summmer offer

Round trip tickst Sanaa Kuala Lumpur Sanaa -  Sanaa Jakarta Sanaa
Accommotdatign at the hotel mentioned abeve on bed & breakfast
Transfer airport hotel or V.V. $ 30 sedan ear. [ 2aduit . Otchild 3

Hotel Names City O7nights Single 14nights Single Accommodation bed &
08days room 15days room breakfast
Istana hotal Kuala Lumpur / Malaysia | $740 $850 $970 S 1320 Catsgory > ****
| Eorus Hotal Kuala Lumpur / Malaysia | § 680 ssm Iss7e T [smE0 Category ****
JW Mariott Jakarta / ndonesia | $ 925 $ 1275 $1275 | 31625 Categary * * * **
Agent Commission 5% on the total package. Bazara Travel £ Tourism
AlZubairy Strest
Conditions : Sanaa
Prica per parsan on twin sharing [ min 2 persen par departurs ] Pheone : 286364 - 285865
Child under 12years of age sharing parsnt reom at 50% of the package fair 278235 - 285689
Infant 10% of the package fair. Fax: 288588

email: bazara@y.netys

Mazen Othman

had earlier closed their shops to show
solidarity with their murdered col-
league and in protest at the horrible
crime.

Readers’
Voice

Yemen Times features
“Readers’ Voice” a popular
way for our readers to
interact with us. This is your
opportunity to have a say on
world and local affairs.

This edition’s question:

Do you think
Washington’s strong
objections to Lebanese
parliament’s decision to
amend the constitution to
extend president Lahud’s
term as pressure on Syria
in the first place?

- Yes, | think so
- No, | don't think it’s just
against Syria

last edition’s question:

Do you think that the popular
support for Al-Shoura would
influence the court verdict?

Yes it could 57%

No it cannot 43%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll

and have your voice heard!j

\

Yemen seeks to change
reduction level of
ozone-depleting substances

Yemen has proposed a request to the
program concerned with conformity to
the Montreal Protocol (which regulates
emissions of ozone-depleting sub-
stances), to help convince the protocol
executive committee to bring down
Yemen’s reduction level which is cur-
rently 300 tons.

Eng. Faisal Nasser, manager of the
Ozone Unit at the Environmental
Protection Authority said that the con-
formance program is going to hold a
small meeting in Bahrain next month
to discuss Yemen’s request in detail

before proposing it to the Meeting of

the Parties in Brag in November 2004.

He pointed out that Yemen’s request
involves a change of the permissible
consumption of ozone-depleting sub-
stances from an average of 300 to 1700
tons.

He said the level Yemen is seeking
to modify has been based on inaccurate
information about the quantity of
ozone-depleting substances in Yemen.

“This would create many problems,
such as classifying Yemen as one of the
countries non-conforming to Montreal
Protocol which it ratified in 1996,”
added he.
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' Comm unity

Yemen’s ambassador Dr. Al-Qubaty to Lebanon speaks to the Yemen Times:

“Yemen had stood by Lebanon
in its critical times, and rejects
interference in its local affairs.”

Q: Firstly, we would like to con-
gratulate you on your new post as
ambassador to Lebanon in such a
sensitive time. Among the recent
developments here is the security
resolution on Lebanon. Could we get
your perspective and opinion on it,
especially concerning Yemen’s
stance?

A: Having come recently from
Yemen after the successful visit of a
Lebanese Prime Minister to Yemen, 1
want to affirm that Yemen stands by
Lebanon in these times and supports its
full sovereignty, that can not be under-
mined by the recent Security Council
resolution.

Unfortunately the recent develop-
ments you referred to are quite worry-
ing. I particularly would like to say that
the Security Council resolution on
Lebanon and Syria was taken so hasti-
ly and shows that there is a lot of work
to be done by Arab countries in unify-
ing their stances, and protecting their
rights at the United Nations, and on all
levels. Having said so, the resolution
also shows the new reality and new
world order we are now facing in
which the American power and influ-
ence is enormous. The USA’s ability to
pass so easily such a resolution at the
UN’s Security Council and in such a
short period of time is truly a source of
concern, especially taking into consid-
eration the earlier resolutions passed
with US pressure such as the two on
Iraq, and Darfur in Sudan.

As an Arab and a diplomat, what
worries me most is the level of weak-
ness and ineffectiveness we have
reached as Arab nations. We even

failed to prove our cases which we see
rightly and undeniably just, and could-
n't get our message through. As you
see, the resolution has passed while we
were merely spectators at the Security
Council and failed to convince any of
the members to vote against it. Even
China, which we had hoped would veto
the resolution, simply abstained, sig-
naling the danger that is now evident in
our position as Arab countries.

As for Yemen, it has stood by
Lebanon in its critical times, and reject-
ed interference in its local affairs.

Q: As mentioned, Arab diplomacy
failed to prevent the security resolu-
tion, but Yemen had an initiative in
unifying Arab countries’ stances, but
how do you view our influence as a
country to change this status of total
weakness and vulnerability?

A: Yemen had, in the past, presented
initiatives to integrate efforts and unify
stances in pan-Arab and even regional
levels. We have seen what happened in
Iraq and its implications on the whole
region. We have come to notice how
quickly resolutions can be passed and
how it is important to take new steps
that would give Arabs a stronger posi-
tion in making their word heard.
Yemen had tried to present an idea that
would have made Arab countries reach
an accord through which they could not
only cooperate but also coordinate their
way of approach in locally, regionally
and internationally significant issues. It
is a pity that our proposals were not
seriously taken into consideration in
recent summits. It was also sad to see
the Tunis Summit resulting in such a
huge disappointing failure, even

The English Sschool
- - -
REGISTERING FOR THE SCHOQOIL YEAR 2004/2005
m ENGIISH CURRICULUAM
REGISTRATION: SATURDAY TO THURSDAY
09:00 am. to 1:30 Pm.
FOR MORE INFORMATION PIFASE CALL:
Near shahran Hotel , Hadda , Po Box: 7100 Sana a
PHONE: 419308 -~ FAX: 418985
E-mail: englishschool @ . net .ye
Website: www.y.net .ye/ englishschoof

Our steel buildings are ideal for:

though common stances and positions,
were shared

Arab nations, need now to think of
ways to coordinate their steps and rela-
tions based on their interests and future
perspectives.

If our relations were built on interest,
this last Security Council resolution
would have not easily passed because
Lebanon, Syria and other Arab coun-
tries would have shared very strong
interest-related relations.

Q: So, what is the urgent step that
Yemen and other countries need to
take now to avoid further potential
damage through another possible
revolution to be passed in the near
future?

A: After we saw what had happened
in Iraq, and thinking of what could hap-
pen in the future, we end up with a
strong conclusion that there is a lot at
stake and time is running out. What we
need to do right away is begin integrat-
ing ourselves in the current era. We are
left behind and are crawling behind
other nations in terms of coping with
the demands of the new world order.
For example, we could have benefited
greatly if we had voluntarily suggested
sending Arab police forces to Iraq. We
would have helped to tackle the securi-
ty problem in Iraq. Instead of running
away from our responsibilities, we
must confront and face them because
things will eventually come to our
doorstep if we ignore them over and
over again. We must take initiatives
seriously and effectively to avoid seri-
ous repercussions in the future.

Q: Coming to bilateral relations
between Lebanon and Yemen, could
you brief us about your agenda and

‘work in promoting those relations?

A: When [ first started my post in
Beirut, I was quite amazed to see that
Yemen had never had a delegation in
the rank of prime minister visiting our
country before. So I planned and facil-
itated the first visit of a Lebanese
Prime Minister to Yemen. This was a
proper step that was in the right direc-
tion.

Unfortunately however, we are now
predicting a change in the government,
forcing us to wait for some time for the
bilateral relations promotion plans to
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start. Nevertheless, the visit of Mr.
Rafeeq Al-Hariri to Yemen has shown
the great potential and possibilities to
cooperate and work together in. There
were several meetings of Lebanese and
Yemeni businessmen and it was con-
cluded that Yemen was a virgin country
that can offered great investment
potential to Lebanese businessmen.
Such meetings were important to iden-
tify the barriers and problems facing
the improvement of relations between
the two countries. There was a plan to
have a Yemeni goods exhibition in
Lebanon and another fair in Sanaa for
Lebanese exhibitions, but it is still on
paper. The trade between the two coun-
tries is still too small and we need to
enhance it. We must develop effective
ways to increase trade and bring mutu-
al benefit for both peoples. This is
common between most Arab countries
as trade relations between Arab coun-
tries is quite low compared to similar
cases throughout the world.

Q: The number of Lebanese
experts in Yemen is on the rise.
However, Yemen is in need of a lot of
human resources. Can there be a
specific program for human resource
development in Yemen with
Lebanese help?

A: There is a visit planned, of the
Minister of Education of Lebanon to
Yemen, as the Lebanese government
had offered to assist Yemen develop its
educational and vocational training
standards. There will be at least 30
scholarships on offer to Yemenis to
come and study in Lebanon. We will
work together in identifying the most
important specialties deeply needed in
Yemen. As you have mentioned,
Lebanese in general are skilful people
and their country has one of the highest
educational standards in the Arab
world. They have exported skills and
training to various Arab countries. [
also believe we can learn from them in
tourism also.

I am glad to inform you that we have
now witnessed the birth of the
Lebanese Yemen Fraternity
Association headed by Lebanese
Minister of Tourism, and that will help
Yemen build our country’s skills in this
industry.

Q: The Yemeni-Lebanese
Fraternity Association headed by
Mr. Yahya Mohamed Abdullah Saleh
has been an active body promoting
relations between the two countries,
especially in tourism. How do you
evaluate the importance of coopera-
tion in this sector?

A: Indeed, the tourism sector in
Yemen is in need for greater assistance
as it was affected by the Abyan event of
1998. We have, however, encouraged
Lebanese companies to invest in the
tourism sector in Yemen especially as it
is considered unexploited. However,
we also understand that stability and
security are essential before any invest-
ments. But Lebanese companies are
aware of the potential of Yemen, and
we may soon hear good news of some
Lebanese investments.

Q: Our final question is personal.
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How had Dr. Qubaty changed after
he moved from the post of a political
in Yemen to an ambassador abroad?

A: I am still the same man when it
comes to family. But I am now away
from the headaches of political maneu-
vers and tactics. But again, [ have been
posted in a country which doesn’t lack
political activity. On the contrary,
Lebanon is a country where three con-
tinents are meeting and so do religions
and political affiliations, etc. But as a
family man, I still am the same. I have
my family with me here. We are satis-
fied with the quality of education for
my kids. But I am still connected to
Yemen. It may be true that I am more
settled here as I was in the front line
with the ruling party when I was in
Yemen, but again Lebanon is a country
of continuing political action. The
amount of time I follow political clash-
es and activities is much greater when
we take the regional and international
dimensions into perspective. Lebanon
is, as you know, a cultural and intellec-
tual hub where free media is widely

active. I am lucky to be working in
Beirut, as I knew the country since 1
was a student in the early seventies, but
things were quite different then. There
is a lot to learn from Lebanon. Despite
the troubles they have had, Lebanese
are ingenious in facing problems with
inspiring and new ideas. They have
adopted multi-religious, multi-cultural
diversity and were able to use this in
their example by promoting tolerance
and free media.

As Yemenis, we need to learn a lot
indeed from Lebanon, especially as
regards religious tolerance and main-
taining peace.

Q: Any final words you may have?

A: I just would like to express my
gratitude to Yemen Times for this inter-
view. I respect the paper greatly and of
course I admire its founder, Prof.
Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, who was also a
personal friend of mine and an opinion
leader whom we miss greatly in these
times. I send my best of regards to your
readers.

Golden Students of Tjg
gring Bronze To Yemep,

Turkish International Schools’ students
Nour Ali Shaban & Marwan Sami Zaid
represented Yemen at the oM
International Computer Project Olympiad
& won Bronze Medals.

The 2™ JCPO’ in Turkmenistan was a
great success with the participation of 46
projects from 29 countries during the five

day event (25"- 29" April).
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A few expectations of US elections

BY PETER WILLEMS
FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

housands of Americans took
to the streets in New York
last week protesting against
US President George Bush.
The day before the
Repubhcan National Convention began
at New York’s Madison Square Garden,
between 250,000 and 400,000 people
demonstrated carrying signs and chanti-
ng “No More Bush.”

As  Leslie Cagan, National
Coordinator of United for Peace and
Justice, which sponsored the demonstra-
tion, put it, “We are saying ‘no’ to the
Bush agenda, ‘no’ to the war in Iraq, ‘no’
to the regime change by our government,
‘no’ to pre-emptive war, ‘no’ to the eco-
nomic policies.”

There is little doubt that many
Yemenis would have liked to have joined
the demonstration. Since the Bush

U.S. President George W. Bush rolls up his shirt
sleeve while participating in a 2004 Ohio Victory
rally at the Lake Farmpark in Kirtland, Ohio,
September 4, 2004. The president and first lady
will campaign by bus in Ohio and Pennsylvania

today.

It's time to change to the best s

REUTERS

administration carried out the invasion in
Iraq in March 2003, US-led occupation
has continued and ongoing violence has
left the war-torn country in shambles,
and anti-American sentiment has risen.

Most of the Yemenis that spoke to
Yemen Times said that they want Bush to
be defeated in the upcoming elections
next November. “All I hope for is that
Bush loses in the elections,” said a
Yemeni businessman. “That’s all I
want.”

Recent polls in the United States show
that Bush, who was officially nominated
at the convention as the Republican pres-
idential candidate, is running neck-and-
neck with the Democratic candidate John
Kerry. A survey carried out by
CNN/USA Today/Gallup two weeks ago
came out with Kerry ahead of Bush 48%
to 47%, with a 3.5% margin of error.

But while many Yemenis are hoping
for Kerry to win, some have said that it is
not clear if he will be able to make a big

difference.

The ongoing Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, which
has left over 2,700

Palestinians and 950 Israelis
dead since 2000, is an issue
that Yemenis would like
solved. The Bush administra-
tion has been seen as offering
little, if any, assistance to
bring peace to both sides and
help create a Palestinian
state. Some analysts believe
that US foreign policy in the
Middle East, especially its
position with regards to
Israel, will not change
whether Kerry takes office or
Bush remains as president.

“There is a pervasive view
throughout the Middle East
that for the Arabs and the
. Muslims it does not matter
who wins or loses,” said
Abdullah Al-Faqih, Professor
of Political Science at Sana’a
University. “Whoever gets to
the White House is going to
be pro-Israeli, anti-Arab and
anti-Muslim. This is the way
things have been for a long
time.”

There is hope that if Kerry
wins, he will be able to step
forward and get a peace plan
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U.S. Democratic presidential nominee John Kerry
greets the crowd at a campaign rally in Akron, Ohio
September 4, 2004. Kerry on Saturday rebuked
President George W. Bush for trying to “bamboozle”
U.S. voters and hiding behind the news of Hurricane
Frances in Florida and a bloody school siege in Russia.
Kerry questioned the timing of the Bush administra-
tion’s announcement that older Americans will have to
pay about 17 percent more next year, the largest
increase in Medicare’s history, for their government-run

health insurance. REUTERS

moving. The last Democratic president,
Bill Clinton, made an effort and came
close to getting both sides to sign an
agreement that would have established a
Palestinian state.

“History shows that the Democratic
party has tried harder than the
Republicans to solve the Israeli-
Palestinian problem, including Bill
Clinton who almost succeeded,” said
Gazem Alaghbari, Head of the Europe
Department at Yemen’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. “So there might be a
better chance with Kerry instead of
Bush.”

Some think that Kerry may see bene-
fits of pushing for peace between the
Israelis and the Palestinians. The United
States has been fighting terrorism since
the attacks in New York and Washington,
D.C., on September 11t 2001. Some
analysts believe that if a peace initiative
succeeds, it may help the United States
fight against terrorism.

“If the United States insured peace
and the establishment of a Palestinian
state, terrorist groups would lose over
60% of their ability to recruit new mem-

* bers because” the Palestinian issue has

been a key issue for many years,” said
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Al-Fagih. “A new
president could see
that.”

While fighting goes
on and security con-
tinues to deteriorate,
most analysts hold
. that if Kerry wins he
will not be able to pull
US-led troops out of
Iraq soon.

“Kerry will not
§ make a big difference
in Iraq,” said
Alaghbari. “The situa-
tion is too difficult for
US troops to with-
draw, so there might
not be much of a dif-
ference between
Kerry and Bush.”

Bush has focused a
lot of his presidential
campaign on US
national security. He
argues that he was
responsible for the
establishment of the
country’s Homeland
Security Department and the Patriot Act
to help build America’s defense against
potential terrorist attacks.

Bush has also linked the wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq to his success in
fighting the war on terror.

“A free and peaceful Iraq and a free
and peaceful Afghanistan will be power-
ful examples in a neighborhood that is
desperate for liberty,” said Bush recently
while speaking in New Mexico. “Free
countries do not export terror.”

In the CNN/USA Today/Gallup sur-
vey, US voters preferred Bush over
Kerry 54% to 37% on fighting terrorism
and 49% to 43% for guiding Iraq into the
future.

Most Yemeni analysts see that the
Bush administration not only mishan-
dled dealing with Iraq but also distanced
the United States from numerous allies
around the world.

“For the last four years, I've been dis-
appointed in US policies,” said Ahmed
Al-Kibsi, Vice President for Academic
Affairs and Professor of Political
Science at Sana’a University. “US allies
became enemies. Allies became sus-
pects. It is difficult to understand how
you can work against your own inter-

ests.”

When it comes to national security,
Kerry’s position is not far from his oppo-
nent’s. He has promised US citizens to
strengthen the US military and intelli-
gence operations. He also said that it is
too early to pull troops out of Iraq.

Analysts believe that one of Kerry’s
campaign promises related to the United
States handling Middle East affairs is
positive. To continue the war on terror
and rebuild and bring peace to Iraq, he
has emphasized that strengthening

alliances is important. On the campaign
trail, Kerry has criticized the Bush

Admissions Open

administration for taking on terror and
handling the war in Iraq by “going it
alone.”

“While acknowledging that Kerry
might not be the best candidate, many
still see him as the best of the two alter-
natives,” said Al-Fagih. “He has the
potential of bridging the gap between the
United States and its European and other
allies, which has widened during the last
four years, and consequently could pro-
vide the impetus for stabilizing Iraq and
preventing further deterioration in the
world’s most unstable area, the Middle
East.”
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uicide car bomb Kkills
17 in northern Iraq

KIRKUK, Iraq, Sept 4 (Reuters) - A
suicide bomber detonated his vehicle
near a police academy in the city of
Kirkuk on Saturday, killing at least 17
people and wounding 20, police said,
in the latest attack on Iraqi security
forces.

Police said the head of the bomber,
with a long beard, was found among
the debris scattered by the blast around
150 metres (yards) from the police
building. Four civilian vehicles and
one police car were destroyed.

Kirkuk police chief Turhan Mustafa
said the blast killed at least 14 police-
men and three civilians.

Guerrillas opposed to Iraq’s U.S.-
backed government and the presence
of foreign troops have repeatedly
attacked Iraqi police stations with sui-
cide bombs, killing hundreds.

Elsewhere in northern Iraq, U.S.-led
forces backed by warplanes battled
insurgents west of the city of Mosul. At
least 13 people were killed and 52
wounded in the clashes in the town of
Tallafar, doctors and the U.S. military
said.

A U.S. helicopter made a forced
landing during the fighting, wounding
two crew members, the military said.

Fighting erupted in the town after
U.S. forces moved in to “capture or kill
members of a known terrorist cell”, a
military statement said. It said two
guerrillas were killed and one captured
during the initial clashes.

A U.S. Stryker vehicle securing the
site of the downed helicopter was hit
by a rocket-propelled grenade, dis-
abling the vehicle, the military said. It
said soldiers returned fire, killing two
more guerrillas.

Doctors said nine civilians were
killed, and many of the wounded were
women and children.

“Civilians are being brought in into
the hospital. We expect the number of
casualties to increase,” one doctor said.

U.S. helicopters flew overhead and
columns of smoke rose skyward.
Machinegun fire crackled in the
streets.

A television grab shows the scene of where a suicide bomber detonated his
vehicle near a police academy in the city of Kirkuk, some 250km north of
Baghdad, September 4. The latest attack on Iraqi security forces came on
Saturday as hundreds of police were leaving the building and the street was
crowded, killing at least 17 people and wounding 36, police said. REUTERS

Responding to heavy fire, U.S.
troops called in air support, dropping a
bomb in an area near Tallafar. No casu-
alties were reported from the bombing,
the U.S. military said.

The U.S. military says Tallafar is a
haven for suspected guerrillas crossing
into Iraq from Syria.

Hostage crisis

Iraq’s government, working with
U.S.-led forces, is trying to stamp out
an insurgency ahead of elections in
January, and is also grappling with a
hostage crisis, with insurgents increas-
ingly kidnapping foreigners.

There was no new word on the fate
of French journalists Georges
Malbrunot and Christian Chesnot,
seized on Aug. 20 by militants from the
Islamic Army in Iraq.

French Prime Minister Jean-Pierre
Raffarin expressed “prudence but con-
fidence” about securing their release.

A law banning Muslim headscarves
in state schools, which the kidnappers

wanted Paris to rescind, went into
force on Thursday.

The seizure of the Frenchmen
stunned France, which opposed the
U.S.-led Iraq war and has no troops
there.

Le Parisien quoted a source in
Baghdad who is close to negotiations
on the hostages’ release as saying: “We
are at a dangerous time where one
grain of sand could upset the scenario
of their release.”

Headlines such as “Hostages: The
endless wait” in the daily Le Figaro
and “Hostages: Back to waiting” in
Liberation contrasted with much more
optimistic headlines in French newspa-
pers a day earlier.

The change of tone followed calls
for caution on Friday by Raffarin and
Foreign Minister Michel Barnier, anx-
ious not to allow anything to upset
moves to secures the reporters’ release.

“We have positive information but
there are hurdles to overcome,”
Raffarin said.

An Iraqi fireman battles a burning pipeline after a bomb exploded underneath the products pipeline, which runs from
the oil centre of Kirkuk to Irag’s biggest oil refinery at Baiji, some 30 km north of the Iraqi capital Baghdad, September
4. Saboteurs kept up relentless attacks on Iraq’s oil production system on Saturday, hitting pipelines in the north and
south that disrupted internal supply, oil officials said.

REUTERS
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Syria to deepen ties with
Lebanon despite UN vote

DAMASCUS, Sept 4 (Reuters) -
Syria said on Saturday it would deepen
ties with neighbouring Lebanon, despite
a U.N. Security Council resolution
warning against outside interference
there.

The resolution aimed — in vain — to
head off a vote in Lebanon’s parliament
to extend the term of the Syrian-backed
president, Emile Lahoud, for three years
after his current six-year term expires.

Many Council members regarded the
extension as imposed by Syria, which
dominates Lebanon politically and has
17,000 troops there.

“The most important thing of all is
that brotherly Syrian-Lebanese relations
take the path of more cooperation, coor-
dination and congruity,” Syrian
Information Minister Ahmad al-Hassan
told a press conference.

He said Syria was sorry the Council
had “given in to U.S. pressure” to inter-
vene in the internal affairs of a sover-
eign state. Syria branded the resolution
a failure because it squeaked through
with the minimum number of votes.

The White House said Damascus had
pressured, threatened and intimidated
Lebanese officials to get the constitu-
tion changed, accusations Hassan
denied.

He in turn accused the United States
of using the Security Council to punish
Syria for its opposition to the war on
Iraq.

“It is trying to exploit the Security
Council as a cover to continue what it
failed to achieve in its world war — not
on terror, as the neo-conservatives in the

Syrian Information Minister Ahmad al-Hassan addresses a press conference

in Damascus September 4. Hassan said Syria would deepen ties with
Lebanon despite a U.N. resclution demanding it quit meddiing in its smaller

neighbours affairs.

American administration claim, but to
spread American imperialism,” he said.

“The reasons for the latest Security
Council resolution come under the
headline of settling scores with Syria

REUTERS

and Lebanon over their opposition to
this war.”

Washington has accused Syria of fail-
ing to stop foreign fighters crossing into
Iraq to attack U.S. troops there.

sudan says interna

KHARTOUM, Sept 4 (Reuters) -
Sudan said on Saturday the United
States was wrong to try to label the
conflict in Darfur as genocide and said
recent hardline U.S. statements on
Sudan were aimed at domestic con-
stituencies and the U.S. elections.

“As long as elections are going on,
and as long as both parties are compet-
ing for the votes of the African-
Americans you should not expect a
neutral or fair position to the situation
in Darfur,” Foreign Minister Mustafa
Osman Ismail told reporters.

The United States said on Friday it
was preparing a new U.N. resolution
on Darfur and that U.S. Secretary of
State Colin Powell might address next
week whether the violence in western
Sudan constituted genocide.

The U.S. Congress has already
labelled the conflict in Darfur geno-
cide but the administration of
President George W. Bush has not yet
taken that step.

Ismail said he planned to speak to
Powell later on Saturday to explain the
current situation in Darfur.

“Its (U.S.) decisions are influenced
by internal factors whether they be
pressure groups or the pending elec-

tions. (U.S.) Congress’ stance on geno-
cide is and remains a solitary one ...
because it (genocide) is simply not
happening,” he said.

“We are open, we are ready for
cooperation. You (America) should
give us a chance. You shouldn’t push
for confrontation,” he said, adding that
sanctions would not help.

Fighting erupted in Darfur in
February 2003 when rebels took up
arms against Khartoum after years of
low-level clashes between African
farmers and Arab nomads over scarce
resources.

Rebels and others accuse the gov-
ernment of arming the Arab Janjaweed
militia to loot and burn African vil-
lages. The United Nations says fight-
ing has created the world’s worst
humanitarian disaster and up to 50,000
people have been killed.

Khartoum denies backing the
Janjaweed, calling the militias out-
laws.

US says UN not doing enough

The U.N. Security Council threat-
ened on July 30 to consider imposing
unspecified sanctions on Sudan if it
failed within 30 days to disarm and

prosecute the Janjaweed militias
accused of much of the violence.

After getting a report on Khartoum’s
response to the U.N. deadline,
Secretary-General Kofi Annan said on
Wednesday some progress had been
made in curbing the militia but the
“vast majority of armed militias has
not been disarmed”.

No sanctions were called for howev-
er. Instead U.N. envoy for Sudan Jan
Pronk proposed a wider mandate for
African Union monitors to help stop
abuses in Darfur.

Washington reacted quickly saying
the United Nations was not being
tough enough with Khartoum.

Ismail said Sudan was not against
increasing the number of African mon-
itors in Sudan, but said Sudanese
forces should remain responsible for
security in the region so that the moni-
tors did not become caught up in the
conflict.

“We should not give the impression
that we are against the presence of the
Africans. What we are saying is that
Darfur is full of weapons ... So keeping
of security, direct security, should be
the responsibility of the Sudanese
forces,” he said.

Yawar says hopes Iraq,
Kuwait bury hatchet for good

KUWAIT, Sept 4 (Reuters) - Iraqi
President Ghazi al-Yawar said on
Saturday he hoped Kuwait and Iraq
would put behind them forever any lin-
gering acrimony over the 1990-91
Iragi occupation of Kuwait and move
toward a “balanced” relationship.

“We want Iraq to be a support for
Kuwait and Kuwait a support for

Iraq,” Yawar told Kuwaiti news
agency KUNA in an interview in
Baghdad.

“Kuwait embraces many of our sons
and we hope that relations between us
go back to the way they were in the
distant past,” added Yawar, referring to
Iraqis living in Kuwait.

Yawar’s remarks were the latest
expression of goodwill towards
Kuwait from a top Iraqi official. In

July, Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshiyar
Zebari reiterated that his government
would provide any security guarantees
demanded by Kuwait in an effort to
overcome the troubled past between
the two neighbours.

Kuwait in June restored diplomatic
ties with Baghdad and official ties
have improved between the former
foes since the toppling of Iraqi leader
Saddam Hussein last year.

However, many ordinary Kuwaitis
remain suspicious a future Iraqi gov-
ernment may harbour territorial
designs on their tiny country.

“Kuwait is a brotherly, Arab Muslim
state, and a neighbour; our relations
with Kuwait should be balanced to a
large extent,” Yawar told KUNA.

Kuwait was the launch pad for last

year’s U.S.-led war in Iraq which
removed Saddam, whose forces were
evicted from the Gulf Arab state in
1991 by a U.S.-led multinational coali-
tion after a seven-month occupation.

MOST FILES WOUND UP

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti ~ Energy
Minister Sheikh Ahmad al-Fahd al-
Sabah said in remarks published on
Saturday there was no need for further
talks between Iraq and Kuwait on most
issues such as borders and Gulf War
reparations sought from Baghdad as
these have been wound up.

“These files we consider to be
almost concluded, when we talk about
the issue of the borders which was set-
tled by the United Nations and when
we talk about the compensations,

that’s a matter that has been resolved
by the United Nations,” he said.

“And when we talk about debts, Iraq
did not depart from international con-
sensus and will accept any measure
over the debts just like other countries
to which Iraq owes debts have accept-
ed,” he told Al Arabiya television late
on Friday.

The minister did not elaborate. His
remarks were published by Kuwaiti
newspapers on Saturday.

Kuwait agreed to a substantial
reduction to a debt of about $16 billion
that Iraq owes it and wants to negotiate
the extent of the cut with a permanent
Baghdad government. But Kuwait has
also said it cannot forgo the billions of
dollars of war damages sought from
Baghdad, an issue it calls a red-line.

Kuwait releases
four on bail
pending trial

KUWALIT, Sept 4 (Reuters) - A judge
on Saturday released four Kuwaitis,
including three youths, on a 300 dinar
($1,020) bail each pending trial for
allegedly planning to fight U.S.-led
troops in Kuwait and neighbouring Iraq,
judicial sources said.

They said the judge ordered the
release from a juvenile detention centre
of Mohammad Lafi, Fahed al-Mutairi
and Dhari al-Zahameel— all handed
over by Syria in July for attempting to
illegally enter Iraq and launch attacks
against foreign forces.

A Kuwaiti man, Zayed al-Enizi, was
also released on Monday, the sources
added.

The public prosecution has been
interrogating the three youths for leads

to other Kuwaiti suspected al Qaeda
supporters, such as Enizi, accused of
running a local network of juveniles
indoctrinated in radical religious
thought with the intent of fighting U.S.
forces in Iraq and Kuwait.

Kuwait has tightened security after a
surge in violence in Iraq and Saudi
Arabia. It has also cracked down on
Islamists opposed to the presence of for-
eign troops, and has launched a state-
wide awareness program to combat reli-
gious extremism.

Kuwait was used as the springboard
for the 2003 U.S.-led invasion which
toppled Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein, whose forces invaded the
American-allied Gulf Arab state in
1990.
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JAKARTA, Sept 4 (Reuters) -
Southeast Asian economic ministers met
on Saturday with counterparts from
powerhouses Japan and China, and
made progress toward liberalising trade
and boosting business, officials said.

Ministers from the 10-member
Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) were also set to talk over the
weekend with officials from South
Korea, India, the European Union,
Australia and New Zealand.

Japan and the ASEAN ministers
agreed to open negotiations on a free
trade agreement in April 2005, officials
from both sides said.

“We’ll start these talks in April next
year and have committed to make
efforts to conclude an agreement within
two years,” Japanese Trade Minister
Shoichi Nakagawa told reporters.

He said the ASEAN side was “more
enthusiastic than expected” about a part-
nership with Japan, he said.

A Japan-ASEAN free trade zone
would combine the world’s second-
biggest economy with countries that
together boast an annual trade volume of
well over $700 billion, roughly equal to
Japan’s, and a population more than four
times as large.

ASEAN Secretary-General Ong Keng
Yong confirmed agreement on an April
start date to Reuters, but gave no other
details.

The ministers met separately with
Chinese officials.

ASEAN and China have already been
working on a deal that could result in the
world’s biggest free trade zone of nearly
two billion people with a combined
gross domestic product of $2 trillion by
2010. That is the target date for agree-
ment with ASEAN’s six more developed
countries — Singapore, Thailand,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Indonesia and

- Asia / Africa
Southeast Asia, China,
Japan work to boost trade

Japanese Trade and Industry Minister Shooichi Nakagawa (2nd-L), accompanied by South Korean Trade Minister Kim
Hyung Chong (L) and China’s Commerce Minister Bo Xilai (2nd-R) and Singapore Trade and Industry Minister Lim Hng

Kiang (R), speaks in a join news conference after their meeting in Jakarta on September 4.

Brunei.

The target for China and the four
other ASEAN members (Vietnam,
Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos) is 2015.

Snags and missed deadlines have
been reported in some of the past nego-
tiations, however.

Asked whether some ASEAN coun-
tries were worried about being able to
compete with China, Li Haisheng, an
economic and commercial official from
the Chinese embassy in Jakarta, said:

“Yes, some of them, but now after
discussions ... they have gradually
realised that to form a free trade zone is
useful and beneficial for every country.”

Li told Reuters that ASEAN had

recognised China as a market economy.
The view that it is a non-market econo-
my sometimes causes problems for
China in trade deals.

On Friday, the ASEAN ministers had
agreed on steps to further liberalise trade
and commerce among themselves, but
many also think it is essential for their
500-million-strong region to break
down economic barriers with other
areas.

“ASEAN must remain open to the
global economy. ASEAN must continue
to improve its trade and economic ties
with its main partners,” Indonesian
President Megawati Sukarnoputri said
in a speech at the opening ceremony.

REUTERS

Endorsing free trade agreements with
important world economies, she said the
main objective is to widen ASEAN’s
market and gain access to cheaper
sources of capital goods and products.

ASEAN leaders agreed last year to
transform the region into a giant EU-
style free trade zone by 2020.

Towards that goal, the ministers
agreed on Friday that tariff and non-tar-
iff barriers in 11 sectors should be
removed by 2007 by ASEAN’s six more
developed members and 2012 by the
rest.

Those proposals would be presented
to ASEAN leaders for approval at a
meeting in Laos in November.

Sept 4
(Reuters) - Locusts in West Africa
are devouring crops and breeding at
such a rate they are expected to cre-
ate a substantial number of new

NOUAKCHOTT,

swarms across the region
September, two reports said.
Mauritania’s locust-fighting body
(CLAA) said in its latest bulletin
that groups of newly hatched, wing-
less juveniles known as ‘“hopper
bands” were munching up to 40 per-
cent of crops and pastures in affect-
ed zones while mature swarms of
the airborne pests were busily mat-
ing and laying eggs.

“The situation is getting worse
day by day due to new hatchings,
the growth of hopper bands and the
formation of massive new swarms ...
in the east and southeast of the
country,” the CLAA said in the
report, seen on Friday.

West Africa’s worst locust infes-
tation in 15 years, spreading from
the Atlantic coast to eastern Chad,
threatens to trigger famine in a
region where many people are sub-
sistence farmers and governments
lack the means to fight the pests.

Some diplomats fear it may
already be too late to stop the pests
and say donors might have to pro-
vide food aid when shortages hit the
already impoverished region.

The Rome-based Food and
Agriculture Organisation painted a
similarly grim picture for West

Africa in a report released on
Friday, saying new swarms were
expected to form in Mauritania,
Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso and
Niger during September.

It said “substantial” swarms were
expected to appear in the south of
Mauritania and a vast area stretch-
ing across Mali. It said there was a
“high risk” of new swarms forming
in the north of Senegal and moving
south in October.

Last month, 101,247 hectares in
five West African countries were
treated with pesticides, but experts
who met in Senegal’s capital Dakar
to form a battle plan last week said
2.3 million hectares were at risk
from the marauding pests.

Agriculture ministers meeting in
Dakar pledged to wage a military
style war on the airborne pests from
bases in nine countries and called on
donors to equip them with pesticide
and planes as quickly as possible.

“Significant crop damage has
occurred in several countries.
Control operations are underway in
all countries but are hampered by
insufficient resources,” the FAO
said.

In Mali, the president and other
government members have
renounced a month’s wages to fund
the fight against locusts. The former
French colony estimates it needs 8.6
billion CFA francs ($15,800,000) to
treat 650,000 hectares.

Afghan rights
group suspects
commander of

beheadings

KABUL, Sept 4 (Reuters) - A
leading human rights group in
Afghanistan said on Saturday it sus-
pected a renegade commander was
behind the beheading and skinning
of fighters loyal to Ismail Khan, gov-
ernor of the western province of
Herat.

The Afghan Independent Human
Rights Commission (AIHRC) also
said that it had found that forces
loyal to commander Amanullah
Khan had intimidated some women
and committed robbery during an
attack on the governor’s forces in
August.

Amanullah’s forces submitted to a
U.S.-brokered ceasefire after sweep-
ing into several governmental areas
including the Shindand airbase south
of Herat city.

“More than four people, support-
ers of Ismail Khan, were beheaded
and one person was skinned,” Aman
Nader  Nadery, an  AIHRC
spokesman, told Reuters.

“Among them was the garrison
commander of Shindand. There is a
strong possibility that Amanullah
Khan was behind this,” he said,
adding that some bodies had been
dumped into a well.

Amanullah, who has agreed to
obey a summons to Kabul by
President Hamid Karzai, was not
immediately available for comment.

The fighting in Herat came amid
rising violence by the ousted Taliban
and their Islamic allies ahead of
landmark presidential elections on
October 9.

Herat accounts for around 8 per-

_cent of the 10 million Afghans regis-
tered to vote in the country’s first
effort in democracy.

Nadery said his group had visited

the areas of the fighting after hearing
of the abuses from locals and eye-
witnesses.

He said a thorough investigation
was under way.

Herat’s governor has called on
Karzai to put Amanullah on trial for
starting the fighting and killing
dozens of his troops.

Ismail Khan is a legendary com-
mander from the ftime of
Afghanistan’s war of liberation
against the Soviet Union and a one-
time prisoner of the ousted Taliban.

His ethnic Tajik forces have been
involved in several clashes since
Karzai’s U.S.-backed government
was installed to power after the
Taliban’s overthrow in late 2001.

Amanullah like Karzai and many
of the Taliban are Pashtuns, the tra-
ditional rulers of Afghanistan. He
accuses Ismail Khan of failing to
accommodate him in the local
administration.

Ismail Khan suspects that Taliban
remnants supported Amanullah and
that members of Karzai's cabinet
encouraged his offensive.

Some 18,000 U.S.-led troops and
Kabul’s newly trained Afghan
National Army are hunting remnants
of the Taliban and other militants in
the Pashtun-dominated south and
east.

Further escalation of the fighting
in Herat might damage Karzai’s
standing with non-Pashtuns in an
election set to be dominated by secu-
rity and ethnic issues.

The U.S. ambassador to
Afghanistan, Zalmay Khalilzad, bro-
kered a truce on August 17, stepping
in at Karzai’s behest to help stop the
conflict from further stirring ethnic
tensions.

Japan princess breaks
seclusion, visits emperor

TOKYO, Sept 4 (Reuters) - Japan’s
Crown Princess Masako emerged
briefly on Saturday from months of
seclusion to visit the emperor, but offi-
cials said it might be difficult for her to
resume her official duties this year.

Masako, who the palace said in July
was suffering from stress-related
depression caused by having to adjust
to royal life, was accompanied by
Crown Prince Naruhito for the short
trip, her first venture outside palace
grounds for around four months.

Television footage showed the 40-
year-old princess smiling and bowing
from behind the car window as she and
Naruhito were driven from the palace
where they live to the nearby residence
of Emperor Akihito and Empress
Michiko.

“I believe she went to thank the
emperor and empress for their good
wishes and hopes for her recovery dur-
ing her illness,” said a spokesman at
the Imperial Household Agency, which
handles the royal family’s affairs.

“The emperor has also had some
health problems recently, and I think
she went to express her sympathy in
turn.”

Akihito, who had surgery for
prostate cancer last year, began hor-
mone treatment in July after tests

Japan’s Crown Princess Masako, accompanied by Crown Prince Naruhito, smiles upon arrival at
Imperial Palace compound in Tokyo Japan’s Crown Princess Masako (R), accompanied by Crown

Prince Naruhito, smiles upon arrival at the Imperial Palace compound in Tokyo Sept 4.

showed rising levels of prostate-specif-
ic antigen (PSA) in his blood, raising
concerns that the cancer had recurred
or had not been entirely removed.

Asked if the visit meant Masako’s
condition had improved and that she
might soon be able to resume her offi-
cial duties, the official said this was not
necessarily the case.

“A member of the crown prince’s
household told reporters yesterday that

REUTERS

the princess’s doctors appear to think
that resuming her official duties within
the year may be difficult,” he added.

Masako had not left the palace since
late April, when she returned from a
month at her parents’ vacation house in
the resort town of Karuizawa, north-
west of Tokyo.

Palace officials said in July that
Masako was suffering from an “adjust-
ment disorder”, a mental condition

caused by stress. She has not taken part
in any official duties since December.

Her husband set off a furore last
spring when he said that Masako, once
a cheerful and outgoing career diplo-
mat, had become totally exhausted by
10 years of efforts to adapt to palace
life.

There were hints in July that her
health might be improving when
palace officials reported that she had
begun playing tennis with the crown
prince, but they warned even then that
it was too early to say she was truly
recovering.

At the end of July, though, officials
announced that she was experiencing
anxiety and depressive moods, and that
her doctors felt it would be difficult for
her to carry out official duties.

Royal watchers say much of the
stress comes from pressure on her to
produce a male heir and from moves to
prevent her from acting as a sort of
“royal envoy” overseas.

The couple’s only child, born after
eight years of marriage, is a girl, Aiko,
and laws prohibit female succession.

No boys have been born into the
imperial family since Akishino,
Naruhito’s younger brother, in 1965.
Both of Akishino’s children are girls.




PARIS, Sept 4 (Reuters) - France
said on Saturday it hoped Islamic
militants were about to free two
French hostages, but urged caution as
fresh violence erupted in Iraq.

“All the indications we have
strengthen hope for their imminent
release,” Interior Minister
Dominique de Villepin said, welcom-
ing home a Muslim delegation that
flew to Iraq to try to help free jour-
nalists Georges Malbrunot and
Christian Chesnot.

“You know the prevailing situation
in Iraq and, of course, in this context
there is a need for great caution,” he
said.

There was no fresh word from the
Islamic Army in Iraq, which seized
the two reporters on Aug. 20, stun-
ning France which opposed the U.S.-
led war in Iraq and has no troops
there.

French officials had hoped the men
would be freed on Friday after what

many interpreted as positive signs,

including appeals for their release |

from Arab and Muslim leaders.

But the government, which
rejected the kidnappers’ demands to
revoke a law banning Muslim head-
scarves in state schools, has inject-
ed a note of caution into its state-
ments.

French officials are wary of any
media headlines that might upset
the kidnappers or other radical mil-
itants who might put pressure on the
hostage-takers.

“We were assured they are in
good health and being treated well
... We are confident,” said Abdallah
Zekri, who was part of the French
Muslim delegation which visited
Baghdad.

“It is a question of security,” he
said, echoing other members of the
delegation who said the instability
and risk of violence in Iraq compli-
cated efforts to arrange a safe han-

World

French Muslim leaders arrive for talks in Baghdad on release of hostages Delegate of the Federation of the Paris Mosque
Abdallah Zekri, President of the French Muslim Federation Mohamed Bechari, and Vice-President of the French Muslim
Council Fouad Allaoui (L-R) walk from the French embassy in Baghdad to attend meetings with Iragi Muslim clerics

September 2. REUTERS

dover of the journalists.

Fighting erupted between U.S.-
led forces and insurgents on
Saturday in the northern Iraqi city

4 of Mosul, and explosions and

machinegun fire were heard in
Tallafar, west of Mosul.

Police said a suicide car bomber
killed at least 17 people near a
police academy in the Iraqi city of
Kirkuk.

Le Parisien newspaper quoted
Sylvie Cherpin, Malbrunot’s part-
ner, as saying the journalists’
release seemed to be a question of
days rather than hours.

“We have positive information
but there are hurdles to overcome,”
Prime Minister Jean-Pierre Raffarin
said on Friday.

Foreign Minister Michel Barnier,
in Amman after a Middle East mis-
sion to try to help the reporters, said
the hostages were being treated
well but also called for caution.

Bill
heart

NEW YORK, Sept 3 (Reuters) -
Former President Bill Clintonwill have
heart bypass surgery early next week
after beingrushed to a top New York
hospital on Friday complaining ofchest
pains and shortness of breath.

In a phone call from his hospital to
CNN, Clinton, 58, saidhe felt “great”
but an angiogram had found a “signifi-
cant”’blockage in a blood vessel.

“My blockage is so substantial, I
think if I don’t do this(surgery) I think
there’s virtually a 100 percent chance
thatl’ll have a heart attack,” Clinton
told “Larry King Live”.

“Some of this is genetic and I may
have done some damage inthose years
when I was too careless about what I
ate ... I’vegot a problem and I've got a
chance to deal with it,” Clintonsaid.

“Let me just say this, the
Republicans are not the onlypeople
who want four more years here,” he
said, referring tothe bid by his succes-
sor, President George W. Bush, to
winre-election in November.

Clinton said he had gone for the
angiogram — a bloodvessel X-ray —

Clinton to h
surgery next

after feeling tightness in his chest.

“I think it (the angiogram) probably
saved my life ... Iguess I'm a little
scared, but not much,” he said.

His wife, Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton, told reportersearlier after vis-
iting him at the New York-
PresbyterianHospital that he would
have surgery early next week.

“My husband is doing very well,
he’s in great humor,” shesaid. “He’s
beating all of us at cards and the rest of
thegames we’re playing.”

The former president went to his
local hospital on Thursdayand had
more tests on Friday.

“I'm just going to have to be really
careful, I've putabout 10 poundsof that
weight I lost, back on during my book-
tour,” Clinton told CNN. “I've got to
take it off and just doeverything I can
to keep my cholestrol down, keep my
bloodpressure down.”

Still popular despite the sex scandals
that dogged hispresidency, Clinton, a
former governor of Arkansas, has
beenactive giving speeches and writing
and promoting hisbest-selling memoir

File photo of former U.S. President
Clinton at Democratic Convention in
Boston File photo showing former
U.S. President Bill Clinton delivers
the keynote speech at the opening
session of the Democratic National
Convention in Boston, on July 26.
REUTERS

Members of the press gather in front of the Milstein Hospital Building at New York Presbyterian Hospital in New York,
September 3, 2004. Former U.S. President Bill Clinton was admitted to a New York hospital on Friday for heart bypass
surgery, a statement from his office said. The 58-year-old former president, a Democrat who served two terms from
1993 to 2001, had gone to Northern Westchester Hospital on Thursday afternoon after experiencing mild chest pain

and shortness of breath, his office said.
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ave
week

— “My Life” — since leaving office
in2001.

During his White House vyears,
Clinton was often overweightdespite
his regular jogging. But he showed no
signs of heartproblems in the rigorous
health examinations made public dur-
inghis two presidential terms between
1993 and 20C1.

More recently he has looked trim,
something he hasattributed to the
South Beach diet, which excludes
processedfoods and favors lean meat.

“Odds are he’ll be able to have a
normal life when he’sdone,” said Dr.
Irving Kron, chairman of surgery at
theUniversity of Virginia.

Coronary bypass surgery redirects
blood in the heart bygrafting sections
of the patient’s own vessels and has
become acommon and highly success-
ful procedure in recent years.

“Most people have an excellent
long-term prognosisafterward,” said
Dr. Christopher Cannon, of Brigham
and Women’sHospital in Boston.

After his operation, Clinton may
need to take a dailyhandful of pills and
curb his fast-food habit to keep hisar-
teries from re-clogging, cardiologists
said.

Bypass surgery generally entails lit-
tle risk for someone ofClinton’s rela-
tively young age. Patients are usually-
hospitalized for four to six days after
the procedure andshould rest for a
month before resuming a full work
schedule. .

Clinton presided over the nation’s
longest economic boombut had many
policy setbacks, most notably on his
plans forhealth care, and was dogged
by personal scandal.

His presidency was indelibly marked
by a sex-and-perjuryscandal involving
his affair with White House intern
MonicalLewinsky, which led to his
impeachment.

Bush’s Democratic rival, Sen. John
Kerry, sent Clinton “ourbest wishes,
our prayers, our thoughts.” In
Wisconsin, Bushsaid, “We send him
our best wishes for a swift and
speedyrecovery.”

In her remarks outside the hospital,
Mrs Clinton said shewas grateful she
and her husband had good health insur-
ance. “lhope someday everybody will
be able to say the same thing.”

Two bailed over

seaside double m

LONDON, Sept 4 (Reuters) -Two
men arrested over the possible
revenge killing of a couple shot
dead in their seaside retreat were
released on bail on Saturday.

John Stirland, 55, and his 53-year-
old wife Joan were found dead at
their Lincolnshire bungalow last
month, not long after reporting a
prowler to local police.

Police said revenge was a possi-

ble motive in the double killing
because Joan’s son murdered a man
last year.

The  Stirlands moved to
Trusthorpe in Lincolnshire from
their Nottingham home to start a
new life after their son Michael
O’Brien was arrested for murder
and they received death threats.

An 18-year-old and a 20-year-old
were arrested in Nottingham on

Thursday and questioned by police
over the murders.

“The two men have now been
released on police bail to return to
Lincolnshire Police when further
enquiries have been concluded,” a
Lincolnshire police spokesman said.

Neighbours reported seeing two
men wearing blue boilersuits near
the Stirlands’ house and police later
found a burnt-out Volkswagen car

urder

two miles away.

Two other men who were arrested
last week have also been released on
police bail.

O’Brien was jailed for life in July
for murdering Marvyn Bradshaw
outside a Nottingham pub in a case
of mistaken identity.

O’Brien showed no remorse in
court and threw water and shouted
abuse at his victim’s family.

Germany faces
fresh divisions 14
years after unity

BERLIN, Sept 4 (Reuters) - A
growing rift between east and west
Germany, fuelled by government
spending cuts, is poisoning the
nation’s atmosphere 14 years after
German reunification, two top diplo-
mats said on Saturday.

Former West German foreign min-
ister Hans-Dietrich Genscher and
Markus Meckel, Genscher’s East
German counterpart in the 1990
reunification talks, said in a joint
newspaper interview they were
alarmed at the growing east-west
polarisation.

“I wouldn’t call it a division, but
there is a clear danger of a new west-
east conflict,” Genscher told the
Koelnische Rundschau. “There are
some who are whipping that up by
saying things like ‘the west has paid
too high a price’.”

Merkel said the best and the
brightest were being forced to leave
the formerly communist east and
move to the west because of the
perennial high unemployment  and
poverty in the east.

“Those staying behind have a
sense there is no future,” Meckel
said. “They feel like a subclass, as if
they’re not recognised as equal citi-
zens. In the west, I sense there is
growing anger that so much money
has gone into the east.”

Westerners are sometimes dispar-
aged in the east as arrogant know-it-
all “Wessies” while easterners are at
times referred to as “Jammer Ossies’
(whinging easterners) in the west.

Political leaders have warned
recently of pgrowing animosity
between the east and more prosper-
ous west in the face of government
welfare cuts that have sparked
protests nationwide.

Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder has
said he was worried about the palpa-
ble resentment between the once-
divided sides.

A survey in Die Welt newspaper
on Friday found that one-third of
westerners believe easterners are
“‘ungrateful” for the financial sup-
port the region received since 1990,
and 35 percent blame easterners for
not doing more to help themselves.

Also, 52 percent said the 80 billion
euros that the government pumps
into the east each year was too much.

Some western leaders, such as
North Rhine-Westphalia state pre-
mier Peer Steinbrueck, have said
some western towns are envious of
generous support eastern towns are
getting. He said poor western
regions should not be disadvantaged
to the east.

“The prejudices get nourishment
... with terms such as ‘burden of uni-
fication’,” Genscher said. “What’s
really meant is the burdens from 40
years of misguided Socialist rule.
Unification didn’t cause any prob-
lems. It created possibilities.”

When asked how long it would
take for the east and west to over-
come their mutual anpimosity,
Meckel said: “It's going to take at
least another generation.”

EU insists Serbia,

Montenegro must
work together

VALKENBURG, Netherlands,
Sept 4 (Reuters) - European Union
foreign ministers said on Saturday
that Serbia and Montenegro must
make their stalled state union work if
they wanted closer ties and eventual
membership of the 25-nation bloc.

Ministers also sought to deflect
pressure from Kosovo Albanians for
an early move towards independence
from Serbia, insisting the province
must uphold standards of minority
rights, refugee return and religious
protection before its future status can
be discussed, possibly from mid-
2005.

They appealed to Kosovo’s minor-
ity Serbs to take part in elections next
month, dangling the prospect of
decentralisation to give Serbs more
local control of their municipalities.

The EU is trying to counter sepa-
ratists in both Montenegro and
Kosovo who want to break up the
fragile state structure erected with
the mediation of EU foreign policy
chief Javier Solana on the ruins of
the rump of former Yugoslavia.

Kosovo has been a U.N. protec-
torate since NATO waged an air war
in 1999 to force Yugoslav troops out
of the predominantly ethnic Albanian

province.

“We endorse very strongly the
existence of the state union (of
Serbia and Montenegro),” Dutch
Foreign Minister Bernard Bot told a
news conference after the two-day
EU meeting.

However, he said the EU would be
realistic and flexible in adapting its
planned association agreement with
Belgrade to take account of econom-
ic and trade differences between the
two components of Serbia and
Montenegro.

The EU is trying to promote
greater regional cooperation, politi-
cal and economic reform to prepare
the entire Western Balkans region for
eventual membership of the bloc.

But ethnic tensions, corruption,
failure to cooperate with the U.N.
war crimes tribunal and economic
rigidities remain stubborn obstacles
to progress.

On Kosovo, the EU ministers
resisted pressure to start discussing
the province’s final status before it
meets core minority rights standards.

“It’s not the time now to talk about
status,” Austrian Foreign Minister
Benita Ferrero-Waldner said.
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Words of Wisdom

One of the major problems of Yemen is that
there is no way of identifying the true worth
of an individual in terms of knowledge and
know-how. All levels of examinations in
schools have lost their meaning, and they
have become hollow procedures. Cheating is
rampant, evaluation is less than objective and
| thorough, and grades are “adjusted and read-
justed” long after the results are announced.
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, (1951-1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

The model experzmem‘. s thmkmg about reforms

Yemen and change

God only knows.

I recently retuned from abroad after
attending a conference that dealt with
development issues, international rela-
tions, contemporary economic move-
ment and the challenges of globaliza-
tion. Many of the issues were discussed
candidly and clearly according to sci-
entific methodology. Among the issues
discussed that were highly appreciated
by the attending audience, were the
outcomes of the Chinese and Indian
experiments. Despite the different
political tactics that were adopted by
each of these two countries, the com-
mon element between the two experi-
ments was the level of seriousness in
terms of concerted plans and visions to
guide the leaderships in both countries.

My personal assessment would be to
closely examine and study both experi-
ments. However, I will try to briefly
highlight the Chinese experiment.

After the WWII, over half a century
ago, China was one of the least devel-
oped and most backward countries. It
was encountering problems that could
be characterized as too difficult to

By Hassan Al-Haifi

resolve.

Then the Chinese Communist
Revolution took place. The political
and economic systems began to devel-
op rapidly. Old and historic political
leadership was replaced with young
leadership peacefully within the frame-
work of a genuinely organized party.

By PROF. DR. ABDULAZIZ AL-TARB
FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

Gaining or losing
from militancy

~he mayhem in Middle School No. 1 in the
“town of Beslan in the North Ossetia region of
Southern Russia clearly shows that the world
at large needs to take a concrete look at the
kind of menace that the world is facing. Oh,
sure 1t is terronsm but that it should be tied to the legiti-
mate cause of Chechen independence is a flagrant lie and
misrepresentation of the facts. While the tragedy was
being shown in television throughout the world, Al-Jazeera
channel took some time out to get the word from the legit-
imate rebellion (successors of Dudayev). A spokesmen for
the Chechen rebels categorically denied any link to the last
three terror attacks (The 2 airplanes, the metro station and
the school) and in fact condemned all the attacks. Yet no
one else even tried to reach officials of the enduring inde-
pendence movement that is out to simply drive the
Russians out. The spokesman may have a point in dis-
claiming any links with the barbaric displays. Yet, as is the
case of the Moro Rebellion in the Philippines, which has

t seems that the deteriorating sit-
uation of the country and the
near-collapsed condition of all
aspects of life in Yemen, (as evi-
denced by the security incidents
in Saddah governorate and the con-
stantly increasing prices of major com-
modities, consumer goods, products
and services) have persuaded all to talk
about the need for immediate change
and reform.

But the lingering question remains,
when will talks turn into deeds? The
answer to this question is in the hands
of the President of the country. He is
solely capable of launching the move
towards the required reform and
change.

I imagine that the situation would not
be able to tolerate much more aggrava-
tion. The transition from talking to tak-
ing on practical steps is wanted today,
more than ever. Any further delay or
hesitation, may inadvertently lead all of
us to a disaster, the effects of which,

OUR
OPINION

Anti-Corruption
efforts impossible
without political will

ast week, | was privileged to meet a German delega-
tion representing the GTZ to help Yemen fight corrup-
tion. The idea of asking friendly donor countries to help
us fight this incredible growing cancer is truly appreci-
ated, yet does not by itself prove political will. | was
qune clear in telling my guests that unless there is true political
will to uproot corruption, any efforts made by the delegation will
go in vain.

In the long discussion we had, | stated that corruption has
become a norm of life throughout the country from the lowest-
ranking employees up to top officials, and combating it requires

The astonishing thing that I want to
emphasize here is that China has been
considered one of the most attractive
countries in the world for foreign
investment. According to official and
unbiased reports, China had revenues
of about 50 billion USD from just for-
eign investments in 2003. I wonder
what the answer of the Yemeni govern-
ment would be on the volume of the
foreign investment in Yemen for the
same year.

After the Second World War, more
than fifty per cent of Chinese people
were living under poverty. Today
according to an international report,
only 8% live under the poverty line.
Those are serious people and that is the
difference.

strong political will.

In many analogous cases in the past, political will was
assumed to be evident, not only in fighting corruption, but also
in promoting democracy, and in supporting human rights, etc.
But in many such cases where the government invited delega-
tions and missions to help in such issues, the end was a dis-
appointment, because of official hesitation and numerous
obstacles in their way of missions.

For any mission to be successful, it must be exposed to
maximum transparency, openness, and most importantly,
given full cooperation.

| said | would be cautiously optimistic about the initiative, but
| also stressed that the President of the Republic must show
that the fight against corruption will now be materialized by
prosecuting long-time, well-known, public fund embezzlers,
who are infamous for becoming very wealthy in short periods
of time.

The President must oblige the growing demands of the pub-
lic to bring to justice, those responsible for illegally pocketing
millions of Yemeni Rials.

: | was glad to meet the mission, because | wanted to give
[ them a view that is closer to the public opinion and further
L away from the official view. | thought it was important to give
. them a clear picture of the public’s impression about their mis-
: sion, and similar missions of the past. The public mostly think
E that such missions are merely a way of glorifying the image of
. Yemen as a country that serious in it's attempt to fight corrup-
E tion, or combat other negative phenomena. But when it comes
E to reality on the ground, years after the missions started their
I work, they see little difference.

[ People want steps that would result in tangible positive
E change to their lives. The government and foreign missions
explain that change cannot come over night, but the public
usually asks for change to come and come quickly. And this is
a challenge for this specific mission.

To achieve change, the government must take the recom-
mendations and comments presented by the mission into con-
sideration, and should act upon them to initiate much needed §
reform. 3

If the President is truly serious in tackling the problem of cor-
ruption, he should start with people at the top. Just like the &
stairs cannot be cleaned except from top to bottom, so is the
case with corruption. We all know that Saleh is the only person
who can make this possible. One case of filing a lawsuit and
trying a big crook from the current or previous government
would be a clear example that President Saleh means busi-
ness and not merely words. Apart from that, the leadership
should approve of giving Central Organization for Control and
Auditing (COCA) more independence to enable it to interact
with the public directly and establish a hotline that connects it
to the people and civil society. It should be given greater pow-
ers to obtain information and files that may otherwise be inac-
cessible. It should be accountable, transparent, and should
communicate with the press in conveying information about
corruption cases and potential prosecutions of officials etc.

After our meeting, | hoped that my strong words did not de-
motivate the mission, but | am glad that | conveyed an opinion
that they may never get from the government. | disagree with
those who think that there is political will to fight corruption.

Political will cannot be proven by receiving missions or del-
egations in governmental offices or in receptions, etc.

Political will only becomes a reality when we see crooks
behind bars, and public funds returned.

We all hope and pray that our country’s regime has indeed
L developed true political will, but until that
_is proven, we will keep our fingers
| o o T he Edltor
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Re: Zionism is
anti-Semitism

he article  entitled

“Zionism is anti-
Semitism” is a very interesting
article and well written. It
explores issues that as a British
Jew 1 have discussed with
friends/family on many occa-
sions, particularly the double
edged sword of whether Israel
is a defender of all Jews or just
those that live in Israel. I sup-
pose as with most things, it
depends whether you agree
with the policies of the gov-
ernment as to whether you
believe they are defenders of
all Jews or not, and in what sit-
uation a non Israeli Jew needs
defending. One thing that is
for sure is that for the general
public, the argument is often
too black and white, with all
Jews/Israelis/Zionists unfortu-
nately lumped together with
Ariel Sharon.

I do think that Zionism, as
the wish for the Jewish people
to control their own destiny
and nation, is as valid a politi-
cal movement as any of the
Arab nationalist movements
(including the Palestinian!) the
problem arises when religious
groups hijack a political cause
as religious fundamentalists of
all creeds are rarely willing to
compromise.

I am not a particularly reli-

gious but I was in synagogue
last Saturday reading a mod-
emn English torah translation
and was interested to read that
the holy land was promised to
the descendants of Abraham.
Over the next few verses all
the descendents of Abraham
are listed - and they include all
the Semitic tribes. Thanks for
an excellent article.
Ben Forman

Palestinian prisoners’
conditions unjust
From the way Israel is

addressing the prisoner’s
hunger strike, I would predict
that this crisis will soon spill
over into clashes with Israeli
occupation forces in every
Palestinian city. We must all
get the word out to all those
who can make a difference to
demand that Israel takes this
issue seriously, and avoids
more deaths on both sides of
their “Wall of shame”. The
treatment of Palestinian pris-
oners in Israel violates both
international and Israeli laws,
as well as breaching rules gov-
emning the administration of
Israeli prisons. The prisoners
are demanding basic human
rights such as: the removal of
glass partitions that separate
them from visitors; an end to
the confinement of children
with adult prisoners, and polit-

ical prisoners with criminals;
an end to harsh traveling con-
ditions and obstructions on
visiting family members that
prolong a 45-minute visit with
a few hours of travel, into an
ordeal of 16 or 17 hours; an
end to humiliating strip
searches on visiting family
members, even though they
are separated from prisoners
by a full glass barrier and a
wire mesh barrier, etc.
Mohamed Saeed
South Africa
uhud@lantic.net

About Spanish
involvement in Eritrea

Mhis is in response to the

L article titled ‘Benign
Spanish involvement, Eritrean
Servility and YSP’s sympathy
with ~ “The Death Loving
Youth™ by Yahya Al-Olfi pub-
lished in issue (764) of your
opinions sector.

After a long tirade against
the government of Eritrea, Mr.
Al-Olfi writes:

“Asmara could have attract-
ed investors from regional and
international countries if it was
not for the foolish mentality
that had led many to shy away
from investing their money in
a land where lunatic behavior
is the norm.”

It is not very dignified jour-
nalism to slander an entire

nation nor is it commendable
that The Yemen Times choos-
es to endorse such disrespect.

Later on Mr. Al-Olfi
explains what exactly is his
beef with the Eritrean govern-
ment. Apparently he is
enraged by some reports of
certain rebel groups in Darfur
being supported militarily by
Eritrea. Unconfirmed allega-
tions should not be comment-
ed as fact.

I find it ironic that Mr. Al-
OIlfi doesn’t comment the
ample reports about the geno-
cide in Darfur allegedly being
perpetrated by various militias
supported by the Sudanese
regime. Not convenient to be
assumed as fact this time?

As an Eritrean, I do not give
much regard to Mr. Al-Olfis
stance as an advocate of the
poor Eritrean people. Indeed
we face many problems, we
have had several conflicts with
our neighbors, not all of this
can be blamed on the govern-
ment. Incidentally the conflict
with Yemen was the one,
which was solved in the most
civilized way.

Whatever issues Eritreans
may have with our leaders, we
are neither so lunatic nor so
servile to require Mr Al-Olfi in
anyway.

Zeru Isaac
zeragito@yahoo.co.uk

been a rather civilized war of liberation, before dubious
characters like Abu Sayyaf found their way into the
Southern Philippines jungle and took the spotlight away
from a legitimate fight for freedom. Instead the barbaric
beheadings took the headlines and the poor Moros lost all
the headway they were making in their struggle. The same
is true in Kashmir. When the Kashmiris were really begin-
ning to gain international attention as to the sad plight they
were undergoing under Indian rule, which sought to make
life as miserable as possible for the indigenous population,
the militants stepped in with their gory bombings that took
alot of the lives of the people they were supposed to be lib-

erating. Even,

somewhat, we

if we go back to the Chechen struggle
will recall that the Chechens had indeed

gained their independence after a hard gallant fight. Then
the militants stepped in led by a non-Chechen at that and
instigated trouble for the Russians in Angushia. Nobody in
Angushia asked these foreign elements to come in and lib-
erate them from Russian rule. The Russians decided that
it is hard enough to have to swallow the Chechen inde-
pendence, but another Moslem independent state was sim-
ply out of the question. Oh sure, Angushia may have been
suffering under Russian rule, but for sure the Angushians
should have been more capable of expressing their distaste
for Russian domination, and over time they might have

won.

But these destructive fly by night militants have

come in to actually damage the legitimate calls for rights
and freedoms made by Moslems under foreign occupation.
No one is really sure how these militants are organized and
sent to disrupt the legitimate struggles of suffering
Moslems under foreign domination (In the case of the
Russian Federation, some claim that there is complicity
with the Russian Government, who may have caught on to
the successes of others in Iraq, Palestine and Kashmir at

distorting legitimate struggles with barbaric terror).

That

is why it is imperative that Moslems awaken to the
destructive force of these non-legitimate gangs that seem
to have easy entry to most Moslem lands, thanks to the
early groundwork laid out by Salafi recruitment schools,

which were disguised as innocent Quranic schools.

The

Moslem World is clearly able to see that these schools have
turned out a sizable cadre of scientifically reared converts
to their sect, who are ready to obey any orders, by their
mullahs, without regard to the consequences of the mis-
sions they are sent on. Thus, when the mullahs, seek to
unleash their misguided renditions of Islam (some of
which are the exact opposite of genuine Islamic principles,
they take advantage of the international network of Salafi

organized cells

and easily find the logistics to move their

paramilitary wings into action. On the other hand, these
dubious organized cells are capable of obtaining the high-
est technical advances in the dissemiination of their agenda
of violence and of attracting considerable media coverage,
that will often overshadow legitimate more down to earth
struggles for liberty and freedom. With the passage of
time, they tend to overtake the genuine struggle and
become the “insurgents” or “Chechen rebels”. In the case
of the Chechen rebellion, the Russians are indeed hedging
their bets on making these dubious gangs indeed look as if
the Chechen rebellion is no more than crazy suicide

bombers, who

have no regard for the innocence of chil-

dren. This way they are left alone to suppress any legiti-

mate struggles,

without anyone in the international com-

munity even bothering to check into the sufferings of the
Chechens under Russian rule. While no one is saying that
the Russian Government is indeed encouraging the killing
of hundreds of their own children to make some propagan-

da gains.

The fact that these almost mechanical militants

have set the stage for such an opportunity may sometimes
inspire the Russians to raise the animosity of the local pop-
ulation against the rebellion, as well as display the
Russians as being firm on and unrelenting to terrorists.
What better way to do this than to create the kind of limit-
ed ugly scene that will have such an effect. It seems how-
ever that the mayhem in Beslan has blown out of propor-
tion and indicates that the Russian did not do their calcula-
tions well. This seems to show that the logic of ends jus-
tifying the means is not playing well, with a government
that has sought to display itself as a responsible and con-
scientious regime that takes the safety and security of its
people to heart.
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China an important partner
of Yemen in trade area

By MAHYOUB AL-KAMALI
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

- he Chinese foreign
" minister’s  visit to
Yemen this month

receives great interest
and attention from the
Yemeni government because China
is considered among the more
important partners of Yemen in trade
field, according to figures pertaining
to the volume of the two countries’
exchange of imports and exports.
The visit aims at enhancement of
bilateral relations and areas of coop-
eration and ways of invigorating
agreements and protocols signed by
the two countries in economic, trade
and investment partnership. Yemen
considers its relations with China as
strategic one characterized by recip-
rocal respect. Chinese government
offers its support to Sana’a in areas
of infrastructure especially roads,
hospitals, education and health mis-
sions. The Chinese official’s visit

embodies  partnership
between the two countries as China
tops the list trade partners of Yemen.
Official figures mention that the vol-
ume of trade exchange has during
the last year climbed to YR 249.7
billion, approximately $ 1.3 billion
at an increase amounting to 110% in
comparison with that of 2002 when
the volume of trade exchange
reached at YR 118.4 billion.

The trade balance tilts in favour of

existing

Yemeni exports to China as they
increased to 13.3 billion riyals in
2003 registering an increase of
142% in 2002. In 2003, Yemen’s
imports from China raised by 20.1%
registering an increase to YR 36.4
billion compared to 30.3 billions in
the previous year. Those figures
indicate that the trade balance has
achieved a trade surplus in favour of
Yemen amounting to YR 176.9 bil-
lion.

Official statistics published by the
Central Apparatus for Statistics
mention that Yemeni exports to
China include crude oil the value of
which amounted last year to YR
210.9 billion by a rate of 98.9% of
the volume of Yemeni exports, and
fish at a value of 858 million riyals,
in addition to other kinds of goods
amounting to 40 million riyals.

As for Yemeni imports from China
they include clothes for YR 4.2 bil-

lion, industrial fibers for 2.5 billions,
shoes for 1.8 billions, car tires for
1.5 billions, batteries for 1.1 billion,
tomato paste for one billion, beans
for 690 million riyals, wood for 681
millions and other commodities val-
ued by 20.7 billion riyals.
Yemeni-Chinese relations date
back to five decades during which
they have seen remarkable growth in
economic, political and trade areas.
The volume of trade exchange
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Exchange Rate for
the Yemeni Rial
l Currency | Buying | Selling
US Dollar 184.7500 [184.8800
Sterling Pound |331.9100 [332.1500
Euro 224.8600 |225.0200
Saudi Rial 49.2600 49.3000
Kuwaiti Dinar 626.6700 |627.1200
UAE Dirhem 50.3000 50.3300
Egyptian Pound |29.8000  |29.8200
Bahraini Dinar |490.0500 |490.3900
Qatari Rial 50.7500 50.7800
Jordanian Dinar | 260.5800 |260.7600
Omani Rial 479.9000 (480.2400
Swiss Franc 146.0600 |[146.1600
Swedish Crown |24.6100 24.6300
Japanese Yen |1.6906 1.6918
Source: Central Bank of Yemen

between the two countries amounted
in 1994 to YR 20.7 billion, and in
1995-1996 amounted to 58.5 bil-
lions. The volume of trade exchange
between the two countries jumped to
117.1 riyals and 138.3 billions in
1999 and 2000 successively.

Yemen and china has last March
signed six agreements for coopera-
tion in economic, investment, scien-
tific and energy areas, during the
visit to Peking made by the Yemeni
Prime Minister. Those agreements
included granting a financial aid
amounting to 30 million Yuan to be
allocated to programs and projects
of development and another grant of
easy loan the Chinese government to
be offered to Yemen totaling 200
million Yuan for financing develop-
ment projects in addition to an
agreement on cooperation in oil and
minerals. This relationship would be
consolidated during the visit to
Yemen by the Chinese foreign min-
ister and in a broader manner in the
future.

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

. he ministry of Social
" Affairs and Labour has
drawn up a strategy for
the development of
#B.. small enterprises and
smaller projects to be implemented in
2005-2009 at a total cost amounting $
137 million. The strategy aims at alle-
viation of poverty and creation of new
job opportunities for the unemployed.
The Yemeni cabinet discussed in its
regular meting the goals aspired for
from the strategy and approved return-
ing it to the ministry for more study
and involvement of concerned parties
for preparing its final formula and to
involve all governorates and re-pre-
senting it to the council of minister to
take the convenient decision about it.
The strategy’s aims focuses on
offering financial and technical sup-
port for the growth of small enterpris-
es and provision of information neces-

ategy
rises

sary for advancement of existing
installations and development of their
performance. In addition, the strategy
supports he new enterprises for gener-
ation of activity in the newly created
sectors and promotion for diversity of
installations and increase of produc-
tion.

Fields of support

The strategy is based on founda-
tions of offering financial and techni-
cal support for the small enterprises in
areas of agricultural guidance and ani-
mal wealth, as well as development of
small fish establishments, protection
and improvement of methods
between farmers and markets, preser-
vation of water and soil, offering serv-
ices of works to non-agricultural
enterprises and activation of aspects
of qualification and training, in addi-
tion to development of administrative
and technical, and marketing and
financial skills.

500 thousand job opportunity

Preparation of the strategy draft
came at the backdrop of success of the
Social Fund of Development, which
managed to provide job opportunities
for around 500 thousand persons in
various governorates. The number of
establishments supporting programs
of smaller enterprises rose to 15 pro-
fessional establishments in offering
services to small enterprises whose
number amounts to 1500 to which one
billion and 200 million Yemeni riyals
has been given. Field studies diagnose
causes of production floundering of
small installations as attributed to
weakness of their infrastructure and
services necessary for their evolve-
ment and upgrading their production.

The minister of Social Affairs and
Labour Abdulkareem al-Arahabi
emphasizes that the new strategy for
small enterprises and the smaller
would enable them to get financial
and technical support required for
their development. He says that would

contribute to remove hindrances and
help those who possess the will and
ambition to realize their goals. Those
working in the sector of small enter-
prises say the supply of capitals for
building smaller projects is the most
important link in the chain of steps
needed for the growth of income for
those of special needs and poor fami-
lies.

The government, during the strate-
gy’s period of 2005-2009, does, there-
fore, attaches hope to funding pro-
grams of the small and smaller enter-
prises for combating poverty and find-
ing work opportunities. It is specially
so after the experiment proved that
this field achieves speedy results in
that of employing the unemployed and
granting them projects to run as well
as development of their production.
All this remains to be connected to the
degree of seriousness of intentions in
the execution of the strategy’s objec-
tives.

Partnership agreement between Yemen and Britain,

Blair government grants Yemen 55
Sterling Pounds to support development

BY YEMEN TIMES STAFF

resident Ali Abdullah
| Saleh’s recent visit to
~ Britain has produced
the establishment of a
Yemeni-British part-
nership aimed at expanding the two |
countries’ cooperation in invest-
ment areas and trade exchange.

The visit has also resulted in

signing in initials an agreement of
partnership including offering to
Yemen an aid amounting to 27 mil-
lion and 300 thousand Sterling
Pounds to contribute to the third
phase of a program by the Social
development Fund and the World
Bank program in basic education
and also offering another 12 million

and 300 thousand Sterling Pounds
for the assistance in the poverty
fighting program as well as another
15 Sterling Pounds for the develop-
ment of education and administration
at the ministry of education.

Those aids have represented a new
phase of cooperation and relations

would, in coming years, witness
good growth as Blair government has
promised to increase its assistance to
Yemen as rewards for its success in
fighting terror and the process of
democratic and economic reforms.
During his meetings with British
businessmen, president Saleh has

welcomed their investments espe-

cially in the Free Zone in Aden and
| Yemeni ports and other available
| areas.

Mr Blair promised offering sup-
port to Yemen through the
European Union and the eight
industrialized countries, mention-
| ing that the European Union and
{ Britain view Yemen as a more
important partner for implementa-
tion of economic and political
reforms in the region. Therefore, the
visit of president Saleh to London
has given a push to economic, invest-
ment and trade relations between
Yemen and Britain and that they
would establish for an active partner-
ship during the next years.

New procedures
simplifying
investors’
dealings

By YEMEN TIMES STAFF

eliable sources for
investment said the
Yemeni government
was seeking for tak-
» . ing measures simpli-
fying investment climate through
leading a campaign of change. The
decision came following a sympo-
sium held in Sana’a under initiative
taken by the ministry of civil serv-
ice and the Arab Organisation for
Administrative Development.

The symposinm adopted a recom-
mendation for the significance of
keeping in pace with technological
developments, increase of trans-
parency, informing investors on
conditions of economy and also the
work for ending administrative
complexities that impede invest-
ment process. Participants in the
symposium considered that the
national economy lacking of the
principle of transparency and slow-
ness of the program of reform had
caused investors backing off from
using their money. However, taking
new measurers and procedures sim-
plifying their dealings and to finish
them quickly would encourage busi-
nesspersons to build investment
projects especially at the free zone
in Aden. The sources affirmed that
fixing administrative failures and
providing more information for
investors would polarize and attract
new money, particularly the expatri-
ates’ money that used to have some
doubts on speed and simplicity of
measures and provision of state-
ments necessary for the establish-
ment of projects in their country.

Yemeni  expatriates  possess
between 30 to 40 billion dollars
kept abroad. Would the new meas-
ures succeed in improving invest-
ment climate, they could attract a

big portion of expatriates’ funds in
Yemen. Those sources also view
that sluggishness of investment
operation in the recent years is
attributed to weakness of invest-
ment climate despite the political
stability in the country in general.

Economic analysts say the
Yemeni economy has suffered from
a state of stagnation prevalent in
world markets although Yemen has
many factors for  attracting
investors, such as political stability,
availability of cheap labour and leg-
islations offering enticing facilities
to investors.

The analysts also stress that the
progress of privatization process is
slow and that impacted in negative
results against investment process
under the policy tug-of-war
between the government and the
opposition concerning implementa-
tion of the program. The analysts
say the investment operation needs
reformation of banking conditions,
reconsideration of monetary policy
and curbing inflation, in addition to
building of stock exchange market
and following a sound marketing
policy. They also say that intermedi-
aries of investment should be
brushed away from businesspersons
to realize facilitation of their task of
building their projects without hin-
drances.

It is imperative to study feasibili-
ty of projects available for the
investors so that their profits are
clear and with safe growth in
accomplishing their works. This
would lead to an increase in creat-
ing job opportunities fro the unem-
ployed. Hence comes, the idea of
the special importance of measures
of financial and administrative
reforms for achievement of progress
in the process of investment in all
productive sectors.



The Life And Times 0f Imam Abdaliah H

i Irena Knehtl
| iren_knehtl@yahoo.com
For the Yemen Times

| he language of race and of
"racial classification in
South Africa has been
constructed in order to

create difference, and in
order to formally define that differ-
ence. It used to be a language which
attempted to deliver a sense of preci-
sion and confidence, in order to create
difference; to define who was who in
the teeming world of the townships and
the more comfortable white suburbs. It
was a language that built value-laden
notions of the inherent abilities and
capacities of “groups” (rather than
individuals or common-interest com-
municates), into the ways in which
South Africans thought about one
another. In the “new South Africa” the
promise is that these classifications
will take on no more than a cultural
meaning, and that discrimination on
the basis of ethnic group and skin color
will not longer be the foundation of
government policy.

The process of transition from the
“old” South Africa has seen many
thousands of people, most of them
black, die and thousands more injured.
South Africa is made up of several
societies co-existing in parallel. The
fact that statutorily the majority of pop-
ulation has not had economic or politi-
cal access to power is a matter of
anguish for some, regret for rather
more, but unconcern for most. For
most black South Africans on the other
hand, the problem had been simply try-
ing to exist, to survive in a world that
denied them equality of access to edu-
cation, adequate housing, health care
and employment. For some, the politi-
cal process of achieving legal equality,
has involved a life of constant struggle,
risking imprisonment and, as we shall
see, even worse. For South Africa the
problems are especially great because
it has a long history of oppressing its

Cape town with table mountain behind

majority population, no tradition of
free and open debate, and many
destructive myths to confront and over-
come. Such forces — economic, cultur-
al, social, and political forged and
shaped the country on the southern-
most tip of Africa. What does the future
hold for South Africa? The answer lies
in the past as much as in the present.

Many societies have witnessed indi-
viduals who emerged to take up the
struggle against the injustices practiced
by their respective governments. A
number of them stood firm facing
extreme circumstances with the hope
that the social conditions would even-
tually improve, and that justice would
ultimately prevail. Some during their
life-time and others after their death,
thus became the model for their own
societies as well as for others. And all
of them shared common charismatic
qualities, qualities which reflected a
deep sense of commitment to the
sacred.

Muslim communities, the world
over, have been lead by a number of
individuals who have sacrificed their
lives and have been remembered for
their invaluable contribution. During
ihe late 17th century, the name of
Shaykh Yusuf al-Khalwati (d.1699)
comes to mind. He valiantly fought the
Dutch colonialists in the Melayu
before being banished to the Cape of
Good Hope. Even though Shaykh
Yusuf was not an indigenous South
African, the contemporary South
African Muslims were able to identify
with the sacrifices. During the later
part of this century, the Muslims have
been able to witness another person
who has also become a mythical and
historical figure, namely Imam
Abdallah Haron. He was a third gener-
ation South African Muslim, who has
been affectionately remembered by the
large majority of South Africans
because of his deep involvement with
uplifting the oppressed in South Africa.
In order to bring about an effective
change in South Africa, he was
involved with liberation movements
and had to make many personal sacri-

____ Culture

Once Upon A Loss:

Imam Abdullah Haron

fices.

Once upon a loss

They placed him in a prison cell.
This man who had a dream. That every
man should be father to his brother’s
son. And love should not be tempered
by the color of their skin.

Was he patriot or terrorist?

His concern for children not his own.
Made of him the keeper of his brother.
And a widowed mother found in him
courage. And a women wronged, com-
passion.

Was he patriot or terrorist?

In the prison cell they place him. His
guilt his plea for justice.

That would not be tyranny for most.

For his dream, he died.

What was he, patriot or terrorist?

Imam Abdalla Haron (1924-1969)
was born i Newlands, in the southern
suburbs of the greater Cape Town
region, South Africa, as the youngest of
five children to a Yemeni father and
into a family of religious scholars.
During his studies he stayed for two
years in Mecca and was given thorough
grounding in various aspects of the
Islamic sciences by the famous Shaykh
AbduRahman alAlawi alMaliki (1966).
On another occasion he also met the
Saudi King Faisal. He continued his
studies under two well known Cape
Town Shaykhs in South Africa. He was
appointed the editor of the Muslim
News (1960- until his death) in Cape
Town and used every opportunity to
make the paper as representative as
possible, covering cultural, religious,
and political issues. For example he

saw fasting as an important institution
of self-spiritual uplift. He became a
religious leader in 1955, of an initially
small but growing Cape Town Muslim
community, who formed an integral
part of South Africa’s oppressed socie-
ty. He dedicated himself to the attain-
ment of justice, freedom and unity, and
to always speaking and practicing the
truth.

South Africa was a racially segregat-
ed community, the Imam and his con-
gregants, inspired by their religious
beliefs, spend a great deal of their time
helping down trodden and oppressed
families. The Imam gave special atten-
tion to those families whose breadwin-
ners were either forced to go into exile,
or who had died in the course of their
struggle against the apartheid regime.
Fondly referred to as mfundisi in the
African locations, and hadji in his reli-
gious community, he was also in close
contact and cooperation with Pan
African Congress members until he
was detained by the apartheid security
on Wednesday the 28" May 1969 - the
same day the Muslims were about to
celebrate the birth of Prophet
Muhammed (PBUH). From that day,
his family, friends, congregates and
community never saw him again. The
Imam was held incommunicado for
four months. The detention of the
Imam had an immediate effect upon his
Muslim followers. It silenced them and
also created a certain degree of fear. He
died in detention on Saturday the 27th
September 1969. The post-mortem
revealed that the Imam’s death was
caused by the extreme torture he expe-

aron (1524 -1969)

rienced whilst in detention.

Imam Abdallah Haron indeed lived a
full life, which serves as an important
lesson to all communities in South
Africa, to whom he left an unforget-
table legacy. Among South Africa’s
Moslems, one name is revered as that
of Nelson Mandela, in their fight for
freedom, justice, dignity, tolerance, and
racial reconciliation: Abdallah Haron.

South Africa: The Place in a Nutshell

South Africa is a large, scenically
and humanly diverse country at the
foot of the South African continent
home to 4.5 million people. It extends
from the Tropic of Capricorn to Cape
Agulhas at 35 deg S and lies in the
southern temperate zone, mostly on
plateaus above 1.200m. The coastline
covers 2.954 km between the Atlantic
and Indian Ocean. The shore is lined by
sandy beaches, is fringed by forests in
the East, and a desert in the West. The
sub-continent has a necklace of rocky
islets which drop to the edges of the
Antarctica. The nine-province nation
has an area of 1.219,090 sq km, larger
than Germany, France and Italy com-
bined. South Africa may be divided
broadly into two main regions, a huge
inland plateau, fringed by a narrow
coastal plain on three sides.

Sunshine and storm:

Though the land is rich in grassland,
savanna and forest, the greater portion
is dry, semi-desert. Average rainfall is
464 mm - little more than half the
worlds average. Most rivers are bone
dry most of the time, for only 10% of
rainfall reaches the rivers, much of it
lost in evaporation.

Minerals:

South Africa is the worlds biggest
producer of gold, platinum, chromium,
vanadium, manganese and alumino-sil-
icates. It also produces nearly 40% of
the world’s chrome and vermiculite.

Wildlife:

South Africa is home to a rich vari-
ety of wildlife, and a rich heritage lies
in its variety of life. It is home to mam-
mals and wild game. Varieties range
from lion and leopard to hyrax and
pangolin. There are more than 100
varieties of snake and 5,000 species of
spider. Its bird life is a growing attrac-
tion. It flora is one of the richest on
earth.

The people: A rainbow of races

The variety of races and cultures
matches the richness of other forms of
life in South Africa. There are 11 offi-
cial languages.

South Africa has three capitals,
Pretoria is the administrative, Cape
Town the legislative, and
Bloemfountein, the judicial.
Parliament sits in Cape Town.

Nelson Mandela, the world’s most
famous political prisoner, was released
after 27 years of prison to become
South Africa’s first democratically

elected president in 1994. He is univer-
sally revered and credited for his
remarkable contribution for tolerance
and racial reconciliation. He has since
continued to promote the theme of the
African Renaissance, and continued to
emphasize that all race groups living in
South African qualify as South
Africans.

South Africa is the largest, most
diverse and most sophisticated econo-
my in Africa, with a GNP three times
that of Nigeria or Egypt. Once heavily
dependent on gold and the extractive
industries, its is now much more broad-
ly based, with manufacturing being the
largest sector. South Africa exports to
industrialized countries are still heavily
reliant on primary and intermediate
commodities, such as gold, precious
metals, base metals and minerals, while
the exports to the rest of Africa are pre-
dominantly in manufacturing goods
(20% of its total exports). Leading
imports are machinery, petroleum,
chemicals, and transport equipment.

Yemen and South Africa

Yemen and South Africa meet at the
Indian Ocean regional group for eco-
nomic cooperation, of which both are
founding members. South Africa is an
important trading partner to Yemen and
an important future investor in the
fields such mineral exploration, trans-
port and logistics. Yemenia, the nation-
al airline, flies twice weekly to
Johannesburg.

Further reading:

Allie Aista, 1994, Remembrance of a
Martyr, Imam Abdullah Haron, Cape
Town, SA

Desai, Barney, and Cardiff Marney
(1978-1991) The Killing of the Imam,
London, UK

Haron Muhammed, 1986, Imam
Abdullah Haron, Life, Ideas, and
Impact, University of Cape Town, SA.

Joan Wardrop, The New South
Africa, Indian Ocean Centre for Peace
Studies, Curtin  University  of
Technology, Perth, Monograph no. 4,
Australia

Nadine Gordimer, author of many
novels, and short stories was awarded
the Nobel Price for literature in
1971.Among her better known novels
are A World of Strangers.

Alan, Paton, a teacher and author of
powerful and tragic novel Cry the
Beloved Country drew the world atten-
tion to the clash of race and color in
South Africa.

My profound gratitude to Professor
Muhammed Haron from Department
of Theology & Religious Studies at
University of Botswana in Gaborone
and Centre for Contemporary Islam, at
University of Cape Town in South
Africa for forwarding articles, writ-
ings, essays and photographs about the
life and work of his father Imam
Abdallah Haron.

Yemen Times extends warmest
greetings to Yemeni community in
Cape Town in South Africa.
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Sana’a hosts top Italian artists

| am happy to see that lialian and Yemeni
painters are working enthusiastically together, and
{ am convinced that we should continue on this
way, and keep having this kind of cooperation. The
works themselves are very much a testimony of
how positive and enriching the fact of working with
artists from different country, culture, and experi-
ence can be.”

Special program:

The ltalian embassy, as part of the celebrations
of the Arab Cultural Capital, organized a series of
programs, in which featured this workshop.

At the beginning of this year, there was an exhi-
bition on Islam in Sicily, which included concerts
by an ltalian band, and the presentation of a book
of Arabic poetry composed during the 11-12th cen-
tury occupation of Sicily by Arabs.

In the second half of September there will be
concerts by an ltalian band and in December the
Week of Htalian Film will take place, screening a
spectrum of contemporary works of the ltalian cin-
ema.

Post-modernist blaze:

Alfredo Romano and Baldo Diodato are the two
Italian guests. Romano is a celebrated

artist who attended the Institute of Art of
Siracusa before joining the Berara's Academy. He
taught art as well, and is better known as a sculp-
tor, and specialized in the association of various
elements which push the artist and the public
thoughts towards a continuous reference to histo-
ity and reality.

"Women, and what they look like,” he replied to
a question about what attracted his attention in

Yemen, pointing to two tin bowls piled on each
other with black cloths around their mouths. “This
symbolizes them, doesn't it?”

Romano continued: “Yemen is an extraordinary
country with a culture that is different from the
italian one, but that surely shares with some simi-
larities, because the Ottoman Empire influenced
ftaly considerably in the past.”

“Contemporary art here is a traditional kind of
painting. Artists still use the old-fashioned painting
language. They need to evolve, and this (work-
shop) is an opportunity, and more exchanges will
expose them to other techniques, minds and ways
of painting,” he commented on the post-modernist
trend in Yemen.

“Nevertheless, they are excellent and admirable
people.”

Around him, bowls littered the wall with mouths
covered with pieces of black cloth, and backs fac-
ing viewers, and were arranged neatly in rows.
Each appeared as a white circle with a black rim.

“1tis like a deaf song,” said Romano referring to
his work. “The song is there but has no sound.”

“l have stopped using color in my works and
adopted a new and more communicable lan-
guage. It looks like a mural. It does not seem that
artists here have this kind of art, murals. This very
work of mine can be described as an evolution of
murals,” he explained.

The window sills were painted in a way that
“brings life to a window that was dead, and the
work itself enlivens a dead room.”

But, he does not claim the superiority of this
kind of art. “it may not be better, but definitely it is
different,” Romano said.

Artist Baldo Diodato was born in Naples, and

attended the Albertine Academy. He lived in New
York from 1966-1992, where he had been in con-
tact with the post-modernism community, but he
now lives and works in Rome, adopting an unusu-
al kind of art. He would look at things around him,
choose, and decide to arrange them in a particular
way.
Before him were three rough square pieces, two
blue and one yellow. Made of metal sheets, the
1x1 meter hollow pieces had tiny lamps mounted
on tips of wires emanating from their surfaces.
“The blue ones represent sea and sky, and the yel-
low one earth. They will be joined as one entity,
making a spectacular scene especially at night,”
he described.

Diodato is so impressed by Yemen. ‘1 love it, It
is incredible. Light, houses, color. The color yellow
is prevalent here in earth and on houses as well. It
is the color of my city, Naples, and this is why
Yemen is familiar to me and why | was inclined to
participate in this workshop.”

Sana’a Atelier:

It was established in 2000 by Yemeni artists
Mazher Nizar, Talal Al-Naggar, Dr.Amna Al-
Nassiri, and Reema Kassem, in the aim of creat-
ing a new movement and to develop the indige-
nous modern artstyle. A gallery was opened within
the wall of the old city of Sana'a, at Bab Al-Yemen,
for displaying and selling works of arts as well as
promoting culture and tourism.

“This workshop is very beneficial. Among the
Yemeni artists are the founders of the Atelier along
with Hani Al-Aghbari and Jamal Al-Hada. The
products of the Yemeni-ltalian workshop will be
shown in the exhibition room (Al-Bab Gallery) on

The Halian ambassador reviewing Romano's mural-like artistic work

Sept. 5, said Mazher Nizar.

He proceeded: “Actually the gallery was opened

in 1998, but due to problems of tourism, it was
closed down and activities ceased for a long time.
Recently | have officially rented the gallery where
many activities will be taking place, thanks to
efforts of Dr. Abdullah Zaid Issa, president of the
Historic Cities Conservation Authority.
“The two top ltalian artists have got together
with six Yemeni artists, and there are plans to
organize workshops and exhibitions for local and
foreign artists in the future.”

The gallery will also provide tourist information
such as maps and postcards along with an infor-
mation center.

“The information center, coupled with Internet
services, is expected to provide information on
Yemen as a whole especially for tourists, but we

need someone to sponsor it. It would be extreme-
ly useful as it is situated at a strategic spot”

On the other hand, artist Talal Al-Naggar com-
mented on the workshop saying: ‘It is the first of its
kind to be held in Yemen. It is both important and
interesting, since it features works of post-mod-
ernism. The public may be surprised or rather
mystified by the works, but they are exquisite.”

He added: "In the past, we used to host almost
amateur artists. But this time | was amazed when
| heard the names of the visitors. They are really
great.”

The workshop is expected to help develop the
reality of art in Yemen, and enhance cultural ties
between Yemen and Italy.

The artists participating in this workshop will
attend another workshop to be organized in ltaly in
November 2004.
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By Akram Ali Al-Hindi
For the Yemen Times

Background

It is true that Yemen is a country in
which the prevalence of HIV/AIDS is
low, but it is also true that it is one of
the most vulnerable countries in the
world to increasing numbers of HIV

cases.
Yes, I am sure of that! One might ask
how do you know? The answer is a
very simple one; we have visitors from
abroad, and we have refuges from the
horn of Africa who are HIV positive
and they spread the disease to other
people through unsafe sex and bad
behaviors that increases the danger of
the spread of the disease in our country.
The minister of Public Health and
Population announced in an interview
with Al Thawrah daily Newspaper on
June 29th 2004 that the official number
of HIV/AIDS cases in Yemen was only
1,430 by the end of the year 2003.
But when asked about the way they
discovered the cases he answered
“The cases were discovered in the
central laboratory or at hospitals,
because we do not have the right to
stop people and ask them to undergo
AIDS tests.”

The number is really low, but you
would agree with me that the number is
not the right number (correct me if I am
wrong)?

UNICEF and HIV/AIDS

To fight the disease and to try putting
an end to the suffering, UNICEF and
other donors are exerting great effort to

stop the spread of this disease in our
country. I was invited to the last work-
shop organized by UNICEF for the
training of trainers, during which two
Lebanese experts came to Yemen to
teach 35 Participants about the Youth
Peer Education and Life-Skills
Manual. The aim was an awareness
campaign for youth care-takers, and

now UNICEF believes the time has
come to deal directly with the youth.

The group of 35 training trainers
who participated were 17 Females and
16 males. They were from five differ-
ent governorates: Sana’a, Aden, Taiz,
Hadhramout and Hodeidah, and were
selected from various governmental
and non-governmental organizations
and International Organizations work-
ing in Yemen.

Dr. Solof Ramarson of UNICEF
said “this workshop is another impor-
tant contribution to the prevention of
HIV infection among adolescents and
young people, one of our strategic pri-
orities, and in fact our main priority on
HIV/AIDS in Yemen”.

Conclusion

Increasing efforts should be exer-
cised to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS
in Yemen, and I am sure with little
comprehensive effort Yemen would be
capable of ending this crisis or at least
limiting the number of new infections.

Youth care-takers and mosque ora-
tors must educate people about the
dangers of HIV/AIDS, and the main
reasons leading to its infection.

I am sure true Moslems, and appro-
priate behavior, will keep us all save
from HIV/AIDS.

UNIGEE and HIV/AIDS in . Yemen
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AtKkins diet weight loss doesn't last : study

LONDON, Sept 3 (Reuters) - More
than 45 million copies ofthe books
have been sold and everyone seems to
be on it, butresearchers said on Friday
that Atkins and otherlow-carbohydrate
diets do not help people stay slim.

Clinical trials of low-carbohydrate
diets show a greaterweight loss at six
months than low-fat and reduced calo-
rieapproaches in obese patients. But by
12 months there was nodifference in
the two groups.

“There is no clear evidence that
Atkins-style diets arebetter than any
others for helping people stay slim,
despite thepopularity and apparent
success of the Atkins diet,”

saidProfessor Arne Astrup of RVA
University in Copenhagen, Denmark.

Low-carb diets have been around
since the 1860s according toAstrup
and his colleagues but the Atkins
approach, whichincludes a restricted
intake of carbohydrates and high fat-
foods, has made it popular with mil-
lions of people trying tolose weight.

“In the short-term (6 months) there
is good evidence thatthe Atkins diet is
producing weight loss. It is not just flu-
idloss, it is actually loss of body fat,”
Astrup said in aninterview.

“Along with the weight loss there
are also beneficialchanges in all the
risk factors ... for cardiovascular dis-

easeand type 2 diabetes,” he added.

But in a review in The Lancet med-
ical journal, Astrup andhis team who
studied three trials that looked at the
longer-termeffects found that after six
months, people started to regain-
weight.

Those on the Atkins diet for a year
also started to complainof headaches,
muscle weakness, cramps and diar-
rhoea, whichAstrup said could be
explained by the reduced levels of
fruits,vegetables and whole-grain cere-
als and bread that are consumed.

“These symptoms are clearly consis-
tent with a kind ofcarbohydrate defi-
ciency,” he said. “People simply do not

get thel50 grams of carbohydrates a
day which is the minimalrequirement
for supplying your brain and muscles
with theglucose from carbohydrates
that are necessary for the organs’nor-
mal function.”

He added that low-carb diets are
good for short-term weightloss but
after several months normal food rec-
ommendations, suchas five or six por-
tions of fruits and vegetables a day,
low fatconsumption and whole grain
rice, bread and pasta products,should
be followed and coupled with exercise.

“There are indications that if you
change your lifestyle youcan maintain
the weight loss,” he added.

Injuries exact heavy toll
on Americas - CDC report

ATLANTA, Sept 2 (Reuters) - More
than 157,000 Americans were killed
and about 1.6 million hospitalized as a
result of car crashes, falls, violent acts
and accidents in 2001, federal officials
said on Thursday in a report that urged
the nation to pay more attention to
basic safety.

Researchers with the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention said
their analysis of data from the 50 states
and District of Columbia showed that
unintentional injuries were a problem
that cut across age, gender and race.

One in 10 U.S. residents, or about
29.7 million people, were treated for

non-fatal injuries in emergency rooms
in 2001, according to the CDC report,
the first to study the magnitude of both
fatal and non-fatal injuries in the
nation.

“This makes it very clear that every-
one is impacted by injuries,” said Lee
Annest, a CDC statistician who
worked on the report. “We have to
understand that we all have a risk of
injury, and there are things we can do
to reduce the risk.

Unintentional injuries are the fifth
leading cause of death in the nation
after heart disease, cancer, stroke and
lower respiratory diseases such as

emphysema, bronchitis and asthma.

The price tag due to injuries is cost-
ly, at an estimated $117 billion in
annual health care expenses. That does
not include the untold billions in lost
wages and productivity of workers
who are injured or killed.

The Atlanta-based CDC said simple
measures, such as wearing a seat belt,
installing fire alarms and not drinking
and driving, could help reduce the toll
of injuries.

The CDC, the U.S. Surgeon
General’s Office and other agencies
have been pushing for programs tar-
geting groups at higher risk for

injuries such as teenagers and drunk
drivers.

Teenagers and young adults
between the ages of 15 and 24 had the
highest risk of dying in a motor vehi-
cle accident in 2001. Car crashes
accounted for almost 33,400 deaths in
the overall population and 2.9 million
non-fatal injuries.

Unintentional falls, a leading cause
of injuries in the elderly, killed more
than 15,000 people and sent another
7.8 million to hospital emergency
rooms. There were an estimated
21,000 homicides and 31,000 suicides
in 2001.

Hair stem cells
may offer
baldness,

burn treatments

WASHINGTON, Sept 2 (Reuters) -
Master cells found deep inside hair
follicles might offer a new way to
treat baldness and burn victims, U.S.
researchers reported on Thursday.

So far the cells have only been
found in mice but there is no reason to
believe they do not also exist in
humans, the team at the Howard
Hughes Medical Institute and The
Rockefeller University in New York
said.

The cells, known as stem cells,
replace not only hair but also stretch-
es of skin and sebaceous glands, key
to healthy skin and hair, the
researchers report in this week’s issue
of the journal Cell.

In this case the stem cells the
researchers found are adult stem cells
— immature master cells that retain
the ability to change their “type” to
some degree.

They are different from stem cells
taken from embryos, a more contro-
versial source.

“We've identified cells within skin
that bear all the characteristics of true
stem cells — the ability for self-
renewal and the multipotency
required to differentiate into all line-
ages of epidermis and hair,” said
Elaine Fuchs, a cell biologist at
Rockefeller who led the study.

“This is the first work that indicates
a single skin stem cell can generate
both epidermis and hair, even after
propagation in the lab,” she added.

Fuchs and colleagues now want to
look for similar hair follicle stem
cells in people.

“With debate about the cells’ multi-
potency within skin tissue settled, we
can now ask whether the stem cells
can also make other cell types in
addition to hair and skin,)”
Rockefeller’s William Lowry said in
a statement.

“These results open the door to that
possibility.”

The stem cells multiplied well in
laboratory dishes and when the
researchers grafted the cells onto the
backs of bald mice, they grew tufts of
hair and skin.

Previous work had used genetic
manipulation to find the stem cells in
the mice but Fuchs and colleagues
found a better way to identify the
scarce stem celis.

“We found that the surface of the
skin stem cells was different than the
other cells of the skin, enabling us to
use two different antibodies to sort
them out from the other skin cells,”
said Lowry. “No one had been able to
isolate stem cells from the hair folli-
cle in this way before.”.

Trash riot highlights Ita

ROME, Sept 3 (Reuters) - The people
who live in Italy’s “triangle of death”
have good reason to take to the streets.
A new medical study says they are more
susceptible to some cancers than the
average Italian, possibly due to illegal
waste dumps that pollute their water and
soil. Now they are trying to stop an
incinerator they say will pollute the air
too.

A protest march of between 10,000 and
30,000 people last weekend to the site
where the incinerator is to be built in the
town of Acerra, just north of Naples,
turned nasty.

Mayor Espedito Marletta was among
those injured when police responded
with batons and tear gas to volleys of
sticks and stones from protestors.

The locals, from a town of some 46,000,
now plan to march on the regional capi-
tal to tell the government they will not
let it build the plant.

While the regional and national govern-
ments see the incinerator as a vital
weapon in the battle against illegally

dumped refuse, the locals see it as just
another source of pollution.

“We’ll go to Naples tell those gentle-
men Acerra will not give in,” said cam-
paigner Pietro De Laurentis.

In June, protestors blocked a mainline
railway at Montecorvino-Rovella to the
east of Naples for four days to protest at
plans to reopen a waste dump while
uncollected garbage piled up outside
their houses.

The row is more than the usual “not in
my back yard” reaction to new industri-
al plants planned near residential areas.
It highlights Italy’s huge problem with
mafia-controlled businesses dumping
waste illegally.

EPIC PROPORTIONS

A report in September’s issue of the
medical journal The Lancet said the
lack of proper waste disposal sites in the
area, and illegal dumping and burning
done for cash by mafia-run firms, was
taking a devastating toll on the area’s
economy and health.

“The environmental waste problem in
southern Italy is now reaching epic pro-
portions and the problem has been
linked to increasing rates of cancer,”
said an article exploring links between
cancer and refuse pollution.

“The region around Salerno and Naples
produces more rubbish than the landfills
and incinerators in the region can cope
with and organised crime in Italy has
been taking advantage and turning ille-
gal waste dumping into a lucrative busi-
ness for years.”

The Lancet listed figures for the inci-
dence of cancer in Italy as a whole com-
pared with what it called is known as the
“triangle of death”, a highly polluted
area between Acerra, Nola and
Marigliana, northeast of Naples.

Men living there are more than twice as
likely as the average Italian to get liver
cancer and women more than three
times, the report found.

Alfredo Mazza, the scientist at Italy’s
National Research Council who did the
research, is convinced the increased

V'S “eco-mafia” struggile

cancer risk is linked to exposure to tox-
ins from waste.

“250,000 (people in this region) have
been exposed to toxic pollutants for
decades. Pollutants in the air, water and
in produce from the area are well above
regulation levels,” he said.

Illegal waste dumping and burning have
polluted the land so badly that the once
productive agricultural area is now
“practically unusable”, he said.

Local farmers have been active in the
protests against the incinerator, some
dumping dead and dying sheep outside
the building site.

“This is why we don’t want the inciner-
ator ... we don’t want to die of dioxins,”
farmer Vincenzo Cannavacciuolo was
quoted as saying in the Communist

- newspaper Liberazione, referring to the

cancer-causing chemicals that combus-
tion plants can emit.

THEY HAVE A WORD FOR IT
The influence of organised crime in
waste disposal and other environmental-

ly damaging activities is so widespread
that the Italians even have a word for it:
“eco-mafia”.

Italian police conduct as many investi-
gations into the illegal trade in waste as
they do into drugs running, according to
the environmental campaign group
Legambiente.

The group says refuse trafficking is one
of the main eco-Mafia crimes which,
along with illegal building and trade in
endangered animals and archaeological
artefacts, makes up a black market
worth around 132 billion euros ($159.4
billion).

Since refuse trafficking became a crim-
inal offence in April 2001, Italy’s police
have arrested 130 people suspected of
the crime, Legambiente said in its “Eco-
mafia report 2004”.

Ironically, Acerra’s incinerator is
designed to ease the problem by cutting
down on waste being dumped into ille-
gal sub-standard landfills, where pollu-
tion can seep into the ground, or burned
in fields without any emissions controls.

The plant will not only run to strict
emissions standards but will also gener-
ate electricity.

The northern city of Milan already has
such an “energy recovery” incinerator
and, with a planned new one, aims to
dispose of 40 percent of its waste that
way by the end of the decade.

The new incinerator will provide
enough electricity for 250,000 people,
Milan’s Mayor Gabriele Albertini said
in the Repubblica newspaper.

But Italy’s main environmental groups
say the government should not be
imposing a large-scale incinerator on a
local population. A better solution
would be to reduce waste and send more
to recycling and composting, they say.
“Going straight for huge incinerators
makes it impossible to get the best solu-
tion to the problem,” said a group of
mainstream green organisations, includ-
ing Legambiente. “Polluting the envi-
ronment and wasting energy and miss-
ing all the new job openings such a solu-
tion would create”.



The Future of Somalia is
in the Hands of Trihal MPs

By Farhan Ali Ahmed
farxaan26@yahoo.co.u

emocracy has had various
. meanings of interpreta-
 tion, but according to phi-
losophy Larry Hauser it is
a form of government in
which the people rule, either by directly
voting on issues (direct democracy), or
indirectly through electing representa-
tives to decide issues (representative
democracy). One of the important basics
of democracy is mutual confidence
among political players competing to
construct a better future for their nation.

Thus, one model of representative
democracy is the one that Somalis are
trying to base on the expected all inclu-
sive transitional federal government
from Kenya, Mbagathi peace confer-
ence. It is unfortunately a tribal model
where all clans elect individual MPs that
represent tribal interests rather than a
country’s national interest. Then, tribal
MPs elect the country’s president and the
president appoints his prime minister to
form a government. This is a tribal
democracy based on clan constituency
rather than a regional, area or district
where each person in a constituency
votes for one person to become their MP
and the candidate with the most votes
becomes the MP. This would be just a
trial model of forming a government,
where many Somalis believe that the
Somali tribal democracy is far from per-
fect or all-wise but it is, indeed, the worst
model to form a government.

Strangely enough, it may not fulfill or
meet the expectations of its people,
because of its weak cabinet, poor MPs,
incapability of making needed decisions
and unresponsiveness to the high
demands of its people. It is a unique
political system the way in which our
country’s government will work. The
cabinet’s work will be ineffective as long
as he holds the office for his clan and
defends clan interest rather then national
interest.

Representing a particular clan will be
the first obstacle that the new transition-
al federal government will confront
while dealing the sensitive issues (i.e.
security or disarmament issue) in the
country and our political system does not

make accountable for malfunctioning
institutions, as long as its cabinet posi-
tions being based on 4.5 (i.e. 4.5 means
four major tribes and alliance of minori-
ty clans are divided government posi-
tions and ministers and MPs and are
accountable to their clan). For instance,
Abdiqgasim’s government is a good
example, where the TNG attempted to
introduce security measures on the capi-
tal Mogadishu, one of the cabinet mem-
bers could not support because his clan
would feel unhappy.

It"is also, the opposite of what our
founding fathers had deeply valued and
required — the individual and the power
of his vote, rather than what is called
tribal MP voters. (e.g. Adan Abdulle
Osman’s speech July 1962 “ if we
Africans are proud to take our place as a
democratic people in the comity of
nations, we must do more than pay lip-
service to the feelings of the ordinary
man and woman in our society”. etc) The
founding fathers believed and valued the
privilege of representative government
where MPs are selected for their quality.
They anticipated Somalis will flesh out
the ideas and principles that they have in
envisioned and this dream would shape
the future government to our nation but
their dream is yet to come real.

On the other hands, tribal MP selec-
tions are not based on a meritocracy
process where the MP is selected for his
ability, experience and knowledge in
order to choose a good MP who has the
necessary qualities to represent his coun-
try but rather he is an X clan; and with-
out exceptions, for the mentally ill and
criminals. Therefore, tribal MPs will be
weak, and misunderstand their role of
passing new laws, some may see as
unfair and corrupt. For example, many
tribal MP voters will be frightened or
bribed into voting for a certain candidate
or issue.

Moreover, no doubt that any new tran-
sitional federal government being
formed by the elected president will
have to maintain order in the country by
establishing “Rule of Law” in order to
preserve life and protect property. To
maintain order the new government
needs to possess unquestioned authority
in order to grantee the safety of the
weak, and to protect them from the

attacks of the strong. To pay these oper-
ational activities of bringing peace and
security into Somalia, the new transi-
tional federal government needs to col-
lect a tax and get international assis-
tance. Thus, I wonder how weak cabinet
and poor MPs based on tribal system
could collect revenue for the expenditure
of their operational activities and quick-
ly respond the needs of their nation and
at the same-time take appropriate action
towards sensitive issues. While the only
group from the international community
who is offering assistance is the African
Union who is pretending to send peace
keepers into Somalia and their object is
only another biding for further funds for
the African Union, so I remain deeply
doubtful, of how the new government
would achieve its goals!

However, there is proverb says “two
birds in your hands are worth many in
the bush” In August 2004, Somalis man-
aged to elect new members of the Somali
Transitional Federal Assembly and are
ready to take over from their predeces-
sors the burden of public service (i.e.
Arta TNG). Thus, the new TFG MPs will
receive a mandate of trust from the clan
appointees and the whole of nation. This
mandate is not only an obligation passed
through to their tribes but also to the
whole nation and it is vital to remind
them that the future of Somalia is in the
hands of the tribal MPs. Warlords will be
given the opportunity to exercise their
faithful citizenship as they enter the new
Transitional Federal Assembly. They
will be faced with a challenge of making
choices that will improve the lives of
many million Somalis who suffered at
their hands or they will choose what they
believed for more than a decade which
was violence. We know what violence
leads to and it is a vicious circle of vio-
lence. The violence of the past results in
violence of the present, and the violence
of the present results in violence in the
future. If warlords do not consciously
and intentionally decide to break this
cycle, of future violence then it will con-
tinue to go on and bring more misery.

So they need not neglect their duties
and place an unprincipled man, or in
other words, a warlord in the highest
office in the country; the violence will
multiply and the new TFG will soon be

Will the EU Keep
Faith with Turkey?

by Martti Ahtisaari and Albert Rohan
EMBARGO 6 SEPTEMBER 2004

~-ore than forty years
ago, Turkey applied
for associate member-
ship of the European

h. ¥V M Economic
Community. With the Association
agreement of 1963, a special relation-
ship was established, culminating in the
customs union of 1996. During all these
years, European governments consis-
tently confirmed Turkey’s eligibility for
full membership, making accession
dependent on compliance with member-
ship criteria.

Turkey’s formal recognition as a can-
didate state in 1999 led Turkey to under-
take unprecedented reform efforts in the
area of human and minority rights,
including abolition of the death penalty,
safeguards against torture, promotion of
religious freedoms, gender equality, and
restriction of the military’s role in polit-
ical life. Should the EU consider the
accession criteria as having been ful-
filled, it must decide to open negotia-
tions in early 2005. Not to do so would
mean to renege on political commit-
ments and to severely damage the EU’s
credibility in the world.

In many parts of Europe, however,
Turkey’s admission to the EU is viewed
with skepticism owing to its size, rela-
tively poor economy, fears of massive
immigration, and, above all, cultural and
societal differences — a euphemism for
Islam. It would be foolish to deny that
some of these factors represent serious
challenges. However, they are often
exaggerated and certainly not insur-
mountable. Negotiations with Turkey
would be lengthy and accession may not
occur before 2015. This period of time
would offer both Turkey and the Union
an opportunity to come to terms.

With 80 million people, Turkey
would be one of the largest EU states.

But the size of a country plays only a
limited role in the EU’s decision-making
process, because political influence
within the Union depends more on eco-
nomic power. Moreover, for decades
Turkey has been a responsible member
of many European institutions, and there
is no reason to believe that it would act
differently in the EU.

Because of its weak economy, Turkey
would be eligible for substantial EU
assistance. The size of these transfers,
however, would depend on the EU’s
financial policies at the time of admis-
sion, the outcome of accession negotia-
tions, and economic developments in
Turkey. In any case, the EU’s practice of
“capping” its budget would prevent an
explosion in the financial costs entailed
by Turkey’s accession.

Immigration should not be a cause for
undue concern, either. Human mobility
is limited, and Turkey workers’ would
probably be allowed to move freely
within the EU only after a long transi-
tion period, possibly not before 2025.
Given the expected upswing of Turkey’s
economy and its declining birthrate,
experts predict a figure of around 2.7
million immigrants by that point.
Meanwhile, diminishing and aging pop-
ulations in most of Europe will have
made immigration a necessity. Among
the countries from where immigration to
the EU is probable, Turkey has the best
prospects for successful adaptation.

It is Turkey’s Muslim population that
creates the strongest emotions. Many
feel that Turkey simply does not fit into
a European society based on Christian
traditions and culture. It is also feared
that Islamists may one day turn Turkey
into a fundamentalist state. Unlikely as
it may be in view of Turkey’s deeply
rooted secularism, such a risk cannot be
totally excluded. But the same is true for
any other democracy, where radical
groups could well misuse the democrat-
ic process for their purposes.

Surely, the best protection against
such a calamity is to strengthen Turkey’s
democratic system, which can best be
achieved by anchoring it firmly in a bloc
of similarly democratic countries. As for
the EU, it must decide whether it wants
to be a closed “Christian club” or an
open and inclusive society, drawing
strength from cultural and religious
diversity. Turkey’s accession to the
Union would give a powerful answer,
one that would be heard with particular
clarity in the Islamic world.

The need to refute arguments against
Turkey’s admission to the EU leaves the
advantages rarely mentioned: its unique
geopolitical position at the crossroads of
the Balkans, Southern Caucasus,
Central Asia, and the Middle East —
vitally important regions for Europe’s
security; its role as mayor transit coun-
try for energy supplies; its military capa-
bilities at a time when the EU is devel-
oping its new European Defense Policy;
and the great potential of the Turkish
economy, with its young and dynamic
labor force.

At the same time, the risks of reject-
ing Turkey must also be taken into
account: the likelihood that the reform
process would collapse, bringing radical
currents to the fore and leading to insta-
bility and political unrest at the EU’s
doorsteps.

Turkish EU membership presents
both opportunities and challenges. On
balance, however, the advantages far
outweigh the risks.

Martti Ahtisaari, Finland’s former
president, is chairman and Albert
Rohan is rapporteur of the
Independent Commission on Turkey.
Other  members include Kurt
Biedenkopf, Emma Bonino, Hans van
den Broek, Bronislaw Geremek,
Anthony Giddens, Marcelino Oreja
Aguirre, and Michel Rocard.

Copyright: Project Syndicate,
August 2004.
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By Samer A.

corrupted; laws will be made not for the
public good so much as for the selfish or
tribal purposes. Therefore it is their
responsibility to elect a good leader for
their country. They must remember at
the moment that they are offering their
vote, that they are not there to please one
of the candidates whatever the reasons,
but they have to remember that they
carry responsibilities beyond this interim
period and generations to come. When it
comes to vote, all it takes is a little cross
on the ballot paper. But that mark could
well change their life and the whole
country in the next few years. Elections
are about more than just picking a candi-
date. )

Overall, it is important to recognise
that we need time to understand and
absorb how democracy is used in other
parts of the world and how we, as
Somalis, need to adopt a system that can
truly reflect our needs and background.

By Yahya Al-Olfi
alolfi@hotmail.com

It is obvious that the tribal model of
democracy is not what our founding
fathers expected in the 21st century
Somalia. But it is what Somalis have in
their hands now. It should be a transi-
tional model where people use as a con-
flict resolution and be used as an instru-
ment that powers are shared and trans-
ferred peacefully now; because it is not a
genuine model as long as elections,
votes, policies are managed and influ-
enced by the clan. While Somalis insta-
bility and conflict caused by application
of tribal politics into the government and
all government position based on the
clan and tribal criteria. This is what
makes many Somalis to see this tribal
model as a factor of conflict rather than
a solution.

Thus, there are several Somali presi-
dential candidates who remain firmly
favourable to succeed in the next five
years when all tribal MPs are complete-

ly selected in the new Transitional
Federal Assembly. But there are crimi-
nals among them and there is a concern
about this whether an awkward voting
manoeuvre may occur and intentionally
elect the “wrong” candidate rather vot-
ing for the “right” candidate. This will be
a good example whether tribal MPs
choose the road to peace, or road to fur-
ther violence. If they choose a right can-
didate the destination of their country is
relatively certain.

On the other hand, instituting “Rule of
Law” in Somalia is necessary in order to
preserve life and protect property, but the
new transitional federal government
needs not to institutionalise the clan pol-
itics and government machine being
selected meritocracy process in order to
serve national interests. If it does so, the
new TFG will maintain order in the
country.
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Continued from page 1 ‘

Court heedless to suspect’s transport permit

Political observers considered the doc-
ument as evidence of the penetration of
terrorists into the security apparatus of the
country. This document is still creating rip-
ples about security in Yemen, which
seemed to have been penetrated by al-
Qaeda. The US officials were concemed
after the September 11th terrorist attacks
in the US, that al-Qaeda actively operates
inside the security and military institutions
in Yemen.

Al-Samawi presented two alibi witness-
es who confirmed that the second suspect
Jamal al-Badwi was not present in Aden

before, during and after the USS Cole ter-
rorist attack, and that he was in Sana’a
during that time. The two witnesses Amar
Rashad and Omar Abdulrahman said that
al-Badwi was in Sana’a at that time.
During the proceeding, al-Samawi also
asked that the camera, which the prose-
cution claimed that it was to be used in
filming the attack on the Cole, should be
inspected by a photo expert to see
whether it is able to film at the distance
between the house of monitoring, and the
location where the Cole was attacked.
The court asked Mohammed al-Shaibani

to verify and present a report on that in the
next hearing, in which the case will be
adjourned for final hearings. The court will
also listen during the next hearing, on
Wednesday, to the confession of defen-
dant Fahd al-Qis’e conceming the cam-
era. The prosecution said previously that
al-Qis’e confessed he was given the cam-
era by al-Badwi to film the bombing, but in
court, he said al-Badwi asked him to pre-
serve it for him. Al-Samawi said earlier AL-
Badwi used to use it in filming mosques
that needed support and furniture, to pres-
ent the films to benevolent people.

Several religious, social and political
figures tried last Friday to hold a sit-in
at Al-Shawkani mosque following a call
from cleric Mohammed Al-Mansour,
and judge Hamoud Al-Moayad to press
for a cessation of the war in Sa’ada,
and to save the spilling of more blood.

The sit-in did not take place because
sheikh Yahya Al-Daylami, preacher of
the mosque, told the congregation that
he had received threats from the min-
istries of defense and interior, and the
Political Security, to shut down the
mosque to foil the sit-in.

More dead and wounded

Secretary General of the Yemen
Socialist Party (YSP) told people they
could come to hold the sit-in at the
headquarters of the YSP next Monday.

“Sit-ins are ways of peaceful expres-
sion of opinion, and this is ensured by
constitution, laws, and international
conventions,” he said.

The International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) expressed in a
statement to Al-Shura Weekly its con-
cern about the miserable conditions in
the embattled areas.

Mr. Roland, member of the ICRC in

Sana’a, said that they had offered
many times their services to the gov-
ernment, but were rejected.

“The committee is trying to follow up
the humanitarian conditions, which is
still unclear, including the conditions of
refugees. It is difficult to estimate the
reality without arriving in the area,” he
said.

Several politicians, clerics and men
of distinction have appealed directly to
President Saleh to put an end to the
war in Sa’ada to save blood, safeguard
national unity, security and stability, as
well as to avoid further harmful conse-
quences of war.

The ban on the sale of weapons, or
any military equipment, resulted from
Yemen'’s position following the Iraq inva-
sion of Kuwait in 1990.

Government officials said that the
United States clearing the sale of arms
will help Yemen continue its fight against
terrorism.

“This will assist Yemen to fight against
terrorism,” Gazem Alaghbari, Head of the
Europe Department at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, told the Yemen Times.
“We will concentrate on using the equip-
ment to help fight terrorism.”

Yemen joined the United States in
fighting terrorism soon after the attacks
on American soil on September 11t
2001. Yemen authorities have since
rounded up hundreds of terrorist sus-
pects, including key members of the
international Al-Qaeda network.

Six terrorist suspects are on trial
charged with being involved in the bomb-
ing of the USS Cole at the port of Aden in
2000. Fifteen others were recently con-
victed of taking part in terrorist activities,
including the attack on the French oil
tanker Limburg off the coast of Mukalla in
2002.

For nearly three months, the Yemeni

US lifts ban on arms sales

government has been battling with a
rebel group headed by Muslim cleric
Hussein Al-Houthi in the Saada province,
240 km (150 miles) north of Sana’a near
the border with Saudi Arabia. Al-Houthi is
accused of inciting violence and terror-
ism against Western interests in Yemen -
especially American.

Before it teamed up with the United
States to fight terror, Yemen, which is the
ancestral home of Al-Qaeda’s leader
Osama bin Laden, was perceived as a
safe haven for terrorists.

Alaghbari said, “The United States
and Yemen have worked well together
fighting terrorism over the last few years.
Bloomfield told me after his meeting with
President Saleh, that the United States is
very pleased with the results of Yemen’s
fight against terrorism and that Yemen
has a good understanding of fighting ter-
ror.”

According to government officials, up
until now, the United States has provided
roughly $100 million to support the fight
against terrorism, mostly for technical
equipment and training. Alaghbari said
that now that the ban has been lifted,
Yemen will start by concentrating on
obtaining spare parts for military equip-

ment.

Tom Casey, Spokesman for the US
State Department, said that the delivery
of spare parts for C-130 cargo planes
was cleared last week, which came soon
after the sales of spare parts for F-5 fight-
er jets was allowed.

The United States delivered nine gun-
boats to Yemen last spring to assist the

- newly established Yemeni Coast Guard,

to protect the country’s coastline and
ports. Two months ago, the United
States decided that its warships could
refuel at the port of Aden due to improved
security. US warships stopped arriving at
the port after the bombing attack on USS
Cole four years ago.

Last April, President Saleh held talks
with Russian President Vladimir Putin in
Moscow that included furthering arms
deals between the countries. After the
talks, Russian military officials said that
Yemen will be supplied with anti-aircraft
missile systems, helicopters and fighter
jets.

Russia began delivering military
equipment to Yemen in 2000 when
Russia sent 31 modern T-80 tanks. In
2001, the two countries signed a contract
for the shipment of MiG-29 fighter
planes, the first batch of which was deliv-
ered in 2002.
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L ’What to Say
Situations and expressmns (7 (}):
Marnage Anmversary

couple reaffirm their love for each

other and pledge to cross many ma_re mile-

stones of thelr happy togetherness

» Congratulatmns as you celebrate your anniver-
_ sary. Warm wishes for a future that Just keeps

_ getting better.

May the happiness and love that the two of

_you have shared over the years be just the start
of more beautiful fimes ahead and may you
~ find that the bond of your love keeps growing
_ stronger, with each passing year that you are
toge,thar '
Don't worry about potlwles on the way Keep
_ celebrating the journey year after year. Happy
Marriage Anniversary!
Happy Anniversary with lots of love.
Congratulations as you celebrate your anniver-

sary. Warm wishes for a future that Just keeps

_ getting better,

IL How to say it Correctiy

Correct errors, if any, in the follawmg sentences

- One should always help ius {riends in dtfﬁcu}- ‘

to get success in her life.

. In Bombay he enjoyed to his heart's contem

during his stay at Taj Hotel.
. If I were him, I would not go there at any cost.
5. The speed of my new motor cycle is much
higher than the old one.

Suggested answers to last week’s questions

1. 1 love going there at any fime of the day.

2. 1feel that it is quite easy to do this work with-
out the help of others. _

3. He should take leave of you after an hour.

4. You and he tried your best to pass the exam,

5. Every one of us should do his duty to the
mother land.

I11. Increase Yot'lr Word Po_wer
(A) How to express it in one word

. The distance between the middle and the top

or bottom of a sound wave.
. The study of animal behavior.
3. The study of human bodily communication.
. Word or phrase made by changing the order of
letters in another word or phrase.
. The condition of being _unable to feel pam
_even though conscions.

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. The character, qual1ty, feeimg, etc of a place:
. amblence (n)
. Having opposing feelings towards, or opinions
. aboul, one person or thing: ambivalent (adj)
. Things o circ j_stances that make life -
pleasant: amenity (n)

>' trical signal; amphﬁer (n) .
Study of ianghtex ge!«toiagy (n)

- (B} Some usefni terms and their origm

Give the source of angm and meanmg 9_{ tké' -
3. havea job (to have difficulty in doing some-

' fallawmg
1.slang
4. soiiloquy

2 slogan
5 sonnet

Suggested answers to last week’s questmns
1. serial (Lat. ‘series’: ‘row, chain, succession’):

The term serial is derived from Neo-Latin
“Serialis’ in the 1830s. There are three basic

usages: a) a story occurring in sections in a

magazine; b) a work published or broadcaston
_television or radio in parts; c) a periodical like
a scientific journal which has numerous part

arrxage anniversary revives the fond :
memories of the happy weddmg. The

o »solecxsm .

' and is catalogued -
. sermon (Lat. ‘sermo’ ‘talk, dlscourse } As a

__ form of literature is a means of the preachmg

_ accurately eve

‘orders

. sic (Lat. ‘so’); Putin brackets after a word or
~_expression or even perhaps a sentence from a

indicate that it is quoted
wough it may be »im:drrect,

quoted passage

_absurd or gmtasqu

umhs’ *hke } A fig-

_ ureof speech in whxch one thing is likened to
_ another, in such a way as to clarify and

_Education

IV. Gramm rand _o ‘posxtmn
(A)Grammar ' - -
Rewrite the sentences mthaut cku' :
meaning -

enhance an image. It is an explicit comparison

(as oppnsed 1o the metaphor, where the com-

parison is 1mphc1t) recngmzable by the use ef

the words ‘like’ or ‘as’. .

similitude (from Lat ‘hkcness A synonym
for paxable and aliegory, and thus in the sense
m the guise of :

() Werds cammonly canfused

Bring out dtfferences in meanmg of the
Jollowing pairs of words

1.

3. caspal, causal
5. abet, abate

sanguinary, sanguine 2 shadje‘,: shadow

4. whither, wither

Sugggsted answers to last week’s questions

1

communication (n) (the act of passing on

 news, information, efc.): chmmumcanon is a
__ basic need of human beings. '

oy ;
2. Hana should avail of thm golden oppartumty

communion (n) (think deeply of meral or reli-

1
2

a,

The muswal com:ert was $0 successfui that alI
the tickets were sold Itwas ...

‘Drop in and see me iomorrow Ah smd to me.
Ali told .. :

He camed on wmlung in spﬁe of h1s ﬂlness

Although ..

. 1 haven’t seen my aunt and uncle for qmte, a

long time. I’s .

5 Henry wasn't hurt because he was weanng a

. ITwon'tlet you forget about your appmntmem ;

seat bet. If ..

B
. They crossed the Aﬂmmc in just over three

days. It ..

. She isn't old enough to play in the champx—

onship. She is too .

Someone almost certamly stole the car durmg ,

the night. The care must .

. He didn’t become an accouniant becausa hev

failed his exams. 0

' ’Suggested answers to last week’s qnesﬁmis

gious problems): He has a religious bentvof ﬁ

_ mind and holds communion with himself.

1.

cheat (vt) (act in a dishonest way to win an

advantage or profit): You shouldn t cheat in

_ _the exam.

deceive (vt) (play a ftrick on) We weré-,
deceived into behevmg that all was well

whereas there were serious problems.

. delightful (adj) (giving great pleasure)‘ Wlsh;,'

you a delightful holiday.

delicious (adj) (pleasing to the sense of taste'f
or smell): The chocolate cake is very dch-.‘

CiOuS

. freedom (n) (the state of being free): Durmg
the holidays students enjoy their freedom.

liberty (n) (freedom from prison, contmlv .
etc.): Can I have the liberty of dxsclosmg my

mind?

. attend (vt) {give care and thought io) I have

to attend an important meting today.
escort (n) (person or persons going W}th
another or others or with valuable goods to

9.

Profile: a description of a person’s character{

istics

attitude: a way of thinking or behavmg
relationship: the connection between two or
more peopie

meeting: an assembly of pecxple espemally for
discussion

suit: to be right or convement for

bonus: a sum of money g;ven in addition to a

salary

. motivate: to stamulate someone to take an

8.

10.

interest in something

redundancies: reduction in the number of |
_employees -
sack: to tell an employee that he/she must

leave his/her job

rationalize: a statement which tells you what

_ you should do

{B) Composition

_ Expand the central idea cantamed in the maxim
78: LIBERTY C‘ANNOT EXIST WIT’EIOUT

DISCIPLINE

Last week s topic
77: LOVE KNOWS NO BARRIERS

protect them): The rermnance was sem under

» polxce escort.

' (D) Idwms am} phrases

Use the followmg idioms in xltustratzve sentences

. as fresh as a daisy

2. flog a dead horse

. . Suggesteﬁ aaswerb to
4. Appliance for increasing the _streﬂgtb of elae—' L

. play one’s cards right
. beon the g0

_beinacold swéat

last week’s question

at full stretch (exerting full po

Love is an elemental ¢

no bounds.".l”,hat’s wl y
out of rule and that love rules its kingdom w;zhout

a sword.’ Shakespeare exclaims:
love! That in some respects makes a beast a man,

“0 powerful

in some other, a man a beast.” Under the powerful

and overpowering impulse of love, the lovers are

prepared to face any
however fgrmldabie L ma

. enorey.
efc. in doing something): The advocate ‘made .

_ efforts at full stretch to save his client.

tle knowledge about the sufferings of the poor.

- '.thmg) You will have a  job proving yonr inno-

cence in the matter.
to make one’s bed and have to lie in lt {to
have to suffer the consequences of one’s own

actions): No one sympathizes with him after

he committed an offence because he made his
own bed and has to lie in it.

. work like a charm (1o be very effective): Her
__soothing worgig worked like a charm on him.

2 out of the top drawer (out of the upper social
classes): People out of the top drawer have lit-

“But Allah beareth witness
That what He hath sent
Unto thee He hath sent
With His (own) knowledge,
And the angels bear witness:
B But enough in Allah for a w1tness

VI. Food for Timught

“I am a happy man, indeed. I vis

Land as often as I like; I’m, he
back, ’'m there and I’'m back/

notion. It is an image of |
God. Love is a fine ﬂower and iha salt of life.

Presented by Dr. Ramakanta §

A tribute to the lighthouse that cleared to shine anymore:

Reminiscence

By SURESH BABU

DEPT. OF ENGLISH, FACULTY OF
EDUCATION, HAJJAH,

SANA’A UNIVERSITY, REPUBLIC OF YEMEN
sureshbleena@yahoo.com

eath, in some cases is an
. unwanted and unwel-
| come guest. But in the
ase of Mohamed Ali it
is a blessing. Exactly
Mohamed Ali was not my friend, but
something more than that...He was
my guide and even philosopher. A
torchbearer who led me to the lights.

He was the vital presence in our vil-
lage library. I was only a boy who was
amazed at the vast knowledge stored
in the books. As for Mohamed Ali, he
was a voracious reader. Almost all the
good books and classics were already
read by him He had a deep knowledge
in literature and other branches of
learning. Of course he was a genius
with keen understanding and sharp
views. Naturally people called him
“Genius Mohamed Ali”

In the beginning I was afraid to go
near him and talk to him. He was in
the college, me,a school boy. He
hailed from a respectable Muslim fam-
ily, which is known for broad secular
views and noble values. His brothers,
all of them were highly educated and
well employed.

The books he read opened his eyes
and he began to see the world in a dif-
ferent light. He realized that there
were a lot of injustices in the world
around him. His young and sensitive
mind probed the cause for this injus-
tice. The answer he got was that the
world is divided into two classes-the
rich and the poor. The majority of the
poor are being exploited by the rich.
The rich continues to be rich and poor-
er are becoming poorer. This is some-
thing that young Mohamed Ali could
not put up with. The Communist phi-
losophy that offers equality for all is a
panacea for all the ills of the world, he
thought. He began reading Communist
theories and Socialist principles. Soon
he became a radical Communist,
rather a revolutionary. There must be a
change. The oppressed and the unpriv-
ileged should come to the mainstream,
how? He thought deeply. The evolu-
tion is a peaceful legislation, which
will not be a solution. There must be a
revolution  for a complete change.
These are the ways his mind traveled
by. Consequently he became an active
member in the party, later he left col-
lege and studies.

During the period of internal emer-
gency in India in 1975 his party was
banned and the party workers took
shelter in the hideouts. Many of them
were arrested and subjected to severe
physical and mental tortures. Some
died in the police camps due to the
cruel and inhuman ways of police
interrogation.

Somehow Mohamed Ali was spared
for some time. In those days he took
shelter in my house for three days. We
were trembling with fear because if he
had been caught from our house, we
too would have been arrested for har-
boring a wanted one. I did not talk to
him in those three days, rather I was
scared to. He was reading all the time.
I started respecting him. I knew that he
knew something and he was some-

. thing

Later he was arrested from some-
where and was put in the jail. The cor-
poral punishment he had been subject-
ed to was severe. His mental equilibri-
um was disturbed greatly. Two years
later he was released. His faith and
devotion to the theory of salvation was

were immensely pleased when he
joined us. Then we gradually learned
that we were just children before his
vast knowledge. The way he spoke
about the books he had read was
inspiring indeed. His command over
English was really superb. He used to
speak in a scholarly language. We
looked at him mouth wide open. When
he was in a good mood he lectured on
anything under the sun- Philosophy,
science, religion, God, literature, art,
music, painting, cinema and what not!
Aristotle, Plato, Karl Marx, Hegal,
Shakespeare, Camu, Kafka,
Kazantzakis, Sartre, Becket, Faulkner
and Charley Chaplin often came to
our evening conversations. Mohamed
Ali gave them life and pictured them
before us in a beautiful way. He was a
great source of inspiration to read and
learn new things.

We enjoyed his company and our
respect for him grew further. And we
began loving him. He liked us. We
were very happy when we learned that
he liked us. And he started treating us
equals. He used to tell others that we
were good boys. Whenever there was
any meeting of serious nature he
would invite us. We enjoyed being
together. By this time Mohamed Ali
was going away from his party slowly.
As for my friends and me, we had no
political affiliations and sentiments to
any political parties, we were anar-
chists, we believed in a kind of
nihilism.

As years passed, we were separated,
but continued friendship with
Mohammed Ali. By this time
Mohamed Ali had undergone a drastic
transformation. The mental shock he
received in the jail made him a psychic
patient. It can also be ascribed to the
frustration of his cherished ideals of a
beautiful world or a sudden loss of an
illusion once firmly held. Anyway he
became mentally upset and began
walking in the streets hair uncombed
and with shabby clothes. Sometimes
he misbehaved with people and even
quarreled. Once I was abused public
when he felt that he was being avoid-
ed. But it was only a misunderstand-
ing. I tried to explain that I never saw
him. He believed me and in the next
moment hugged me wholeheartedly
and kissed me right in front of the
same people.

Thereafter I was very careful. Like
my friends I too was afraid of him, for
he may turn violent any time. But still
we liked him. His friends, many of
them well placed intellectuals contin-
ued helping him. His people and
friends took him to various hospitals
but the subtle chemistry of his mind
was beyond correction, it was a chron-
ic one.

He continued to wander in the town
and villages like a lost soul. Still he
was sensible enough to understand
things. In the meanwhile he got a job
in the Government of

Kerala. With his unsteady mind he
tried to work there. His colleagues
helped him and he was forgiven for his
lapses. One day he forced us to stay in
his house, he even threatened, if not
stayed, he would commit suicide, we
yielded. Sometimes he was very obsti-
nate.

We were so sorry for his fate. Such
an intelligent and young man who had
great ideas to change the world wan-
ders! Whenever we saw him we felt
very sad. He himself knew that he was
abnormal. He used to tell us about his
hallucinations and strange dreams
when he felt normal.

Last year when I went for vacation I
met him. He was tired and pale. The
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B Al-Nasim
For domestic & international air
tickets with price busters all airlines.
Tel: 219890/ 270750

Alkumaim Trading Center Hadda st.

Travel & Tourism.

Cargo

B Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders
for packing, customs clearance,
domestic

& international forwarding air &
sea. Contact: Al-Nasim cargc
forwarder.

Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel: 275903 /
216048 / 407905

B ITS Global Logistics, Tel:
967-1-218142 (5 lines) Fax: 967-
1209940, Email: itsgroup@y.net.ye
itsglobalogistic @y.net.ye P. O.
Box 25159. Sana’a., R.O.Y.
Business Development, 73217750,
Customer Service: 73212272
Operations: 73217752 Exemptions
73214700. Global Logistic
Solutions International Fright
Forwarding (Land/Sea/ Air).
Weather Proof Packing, Removals
& Warehousing International Door-
to-door services (Worldwide).
Customs clearance, Exemptions,
www.ITSGLOBALOGISTICS.
COM

B Red Sea Packing,General
Trading Agency.(Circle
International). Packing, Travels,
Forwarding, Custom Clearance,

Copy printers. Tel: 264089
/090/124 Fax: 00967-1-
264104/417387. Email:
redsea@y.net.ye. Hadda Complex
B. 6. P.O. Box:19227 Sana’a, ROY.
B YEMEN PACKING &
FORWARDING CO.(YEMPAC
CARGO) Tel: 967-1-208898, Fax:
967-1-208897

E-mail: yempac@ y.net.ye.
Operations: 408518/7904603
Sales & Mkt: 408517/ 73208898,
Clearance: 408518.

Global Logistic Solutions
International Fright Forwarders
(Land/Sea/Air). Weather Proof
Packing, removals & Warehousing
International Door-to-door services
(Worldwide). Customs clearance.
Exemption
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Copiers, Faxes. Stencil Duplicators,

Y Situation
Vacant

T B Required : A
Female secretary to
work in Rydan
entreprises group
,pls send your C.V
to.

FAX :448234
(8/30)

M Required: a
lady secretary with
good command in
English and Arabic
with computer
knowledge.

pls call: 71101338
or

Fax:01
414223.(8/23)

B Required
English female
Teacher non
accented to Work
with

(4-6)years old.
(8/16)

pls con-
tact:73811430
BRequired :female

MmN ™

= =

secretary with at least:

1- 2 years relevant
working
experience,Excellent in
Arabic and English, both
written and oral.

Sana’a - Zubairy St. Tel. 218661 Fax: 203053 Sana’a - STC Tel. 448512 Fax: 448513 £6a01T o513 £2A01T i §jlondl claid 35 po  T-7-07 51 TAATY s (S 1. 50 slaiss

contact:01 414 981/2/3,
mobil :71 77 88 30. (8/9)

B Required :High
qualified teachers with
not less than five years
experience to work in the
Ameriacn

academic institute. ( 8/9)
conact: 249294, 248810 ,
73810442.

B Required : a female
executive secretary, very
good command in
English

, a female physical
therapist to work for a
beauties center.

(7/26)

pls contact:73370079.

B Required A transla-
tor and Executive
Secretary for an office
in Sana'a. Fluency in
written and spoken
English is a must in
addition to high
Computing skills.
Candidates must have at
least five years experi-
ence. International expe-
rience is preferable.
Email CV's to
suwaidilaw @ yemen .
net .ye

B Required urgently : a
male applicant for the
position of (operations
manager) applicants
should be fluent in
English / Arabic, com-
puter applications. the
candidate must have
experience.send your
C.V to : 209940.

(7/19)

N Required : Teachers
for high school
(Chemistry,English),
English teacher must be
fluent to work in the
American school. (7/19)
contact: 73547570

. Job
Seekers

HB.S In Accounting,
Diploma in English,
Good Computer Skills , 5
YRS Experience seeking
a part time job.

Call: 71459844

M2 YRS experience as
hotel receptionist , has

MAGRABI

More than 25 years of experience in SAUDI-

CA L

* Eye Examination by specialized Egyptian Doctors with highly
specialized cadre & medical equipment

* Wide variety of fashionable ophthalmic & sunglasses frames

* Best quality of medical & colored contact lenses

English & & French
perfect in using
computer, has B.A pls
call 44 75 21
Naeel.(8/23)

M Diploma in English
from the American
Institute International
TOEFL certificate,
computer courses, 3
Years of experience in
Yemen& Dubai (UAE) as
an office manager.
(8/16)

pls contact:73842717.

M Fitter with good
experience looking for a
Job.

contact:71796867.
(8/16)

M Indian male candidate
for part time accountant.
accounts will be maintain
by accounting software.
(8/16)
contact:71729061,
214988.

M Iraqi captain Emad
Hassan specialist in
natural Medication
service, massage , wight
loos programs. (8/9)
pls cotact: 73548026
,446544

M Female, have a B.A
degree in English , has
two years experience as
secretary, one year as
commercial
correspondent.

contact: 209082 Mona
Ali.

B Female have a B.A in
English

with experience in
commercial
correspondence,
contact:Salwa (447521).
(8/2)

Real
Estate

W required For rent: a
one or two bedroom
furnished flat at a
reasonable cost in the
vicinity of Hadda at
Hadda madina. (7/19)
contact: 73689531.

B For rent:a Flat consist
of 3 room & a kitchen &
two bathroom, in the end
of Hayel contact b : 02-
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Sana’a - Tel. 272808,272973, Telefax. 272809, P.O. Box: 1105,
Mukalla -Tel. 05-307967/8, Fax. 05-307968, P.O. Box. 8015
Email: adhbantravel@y.net.ye

ADHBAN Sl e
Cargo Services ;D“Aa‘g UL"

SAUDI ARABIAN AIRLINES GSA

dogeml Ayl dygall bah3yl

Tel. 506574/5, Telefax. 272809, P.O. B 10
a -Tel. 05-307967/8, Fax. 05-307968, P.O. Box. 8015

UNDER ONE ROOF. ~ “
Hadda St. Sana'a Infront of Yemenia Airlines'"7;> g;a;{eiﬁ/
Te: 0007 P 26841 E-ml

BFor sale :Items from a
diplomat, furniture and
fridge, TV, etc,...
contact: 73200285.
Erhan cetiner

WFor sale : Auto
/Manual (NIKON FM10
Camera) with two lenses
(28-70 mm, 300mm tale
lens). in excellent
condition.

contact: Choudhury,
Tel: 71883301

W For sale: HP NoteBook
,PIII, 700 MHz , DVD
Rom , 10 GB Hard
Drive+ Accessories.
contact:73217750.

[ Sy

Get your potential skills
high and share us on our
creative Journey join our
spacial summer courses

from 10 july to 10Aug.
for Registration call us at

215505 .registration
open .the new university
round, behind al-Eman
studio. our registration
fees are reasonable
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Sana‘s - Tek.o 01-273173

Aden - Tel: 92-2

medicine.

Treatment
Without actual -

Medicine

Have you sought treat-
ment without an actual

Now, you can! For more

CEYPVEOY : 590 - ad - 3 A YYPAVY: aall - ctada ”

S ¥-XT080 Y 1 sall - Gide

information on the ancient
Chinese pharaohs art of
healing. Call Dr.A.Latif
A.Mageeda consultant in
Yoga.magnet therapy and
Acupressure at :
73524031

Email: adhban_aviation@y.net.ye

B Wanted: a used
vehicale, 4 WD, 4 doors,
custom free, not older
than 5 years. (7/19)

pls contact: 73278702.
WFor sale:Audi A6
1996, 63 Km, full
Automatic. V.G
condition. pls contact:
208805.

HWFor sale: Toyota
Camry model 93, gold
color in a good condition
at a price of $ 8000
(negotiable).

pls contact: 73255602
Faroq Yanek.

Home /Office
Equipment

THE BEST IN
PACKING &
FORWARDING
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Tel.: 967-1-208898 - 408518
Fax: 208897,

Email: yempac@y.net.ye
P.O.Box: 3366.
SANA’A REPUBLIC OF YEMEN.
WEB:http/www.yempac.com.

202696.
St.(for small family).
Pls contact : 73876430.

Watan
for Trade

inve

Head Office:
Tek +967 1 206613
Fa3K: +967 1 205579
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Brigade 191.Water Problems 171, Telephone enquires

. Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs, 202544/7,
Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-
City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station 282061, Tourism 254032,
TV Station 332001/2. Red Crescent 203131/3, Tel-
femen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airlin 278668/283082
Egypt Air 273452275061
Gulf Air 440922

Lufthansa 213400/219252
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

— BANK

YBRANCH OF FOREIGN BANKS:
Yemen Gulf Bank Fax:260824 Tel.967-1-260823

Credit Agricole Indosuez
Head Office: Al-Zubiry St. 2743717213
Al-Qasr St. 272802/1/20
Aden : Al-Ma’alla St: 02/247402/3/4
Hodeidah 26th Sept. St.: 03/219506/7
Taiz Al-Mugama’a St.: 04/210568/9/50
Mukalla:Hay Addis-main St. 05/352917-306560
Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775, 264702. Fax. 264703,503350

Yemeni Banks: R

Central Bank - 274310/1

Yemeni Islamic Bank Sana'a: 401552-205678
Taiz: 251816
Hodeidah: 213517

YBRD 271623/4

CAR RENTAL

Sana’a: 01-440309

Aden: (12-245625
Yemen Limozeen Rent A Car 417346-7927920
Abu Riyadh CO. Sana’a: 410594

CAR SHOWROOMS
& SPARE PARTS

Hertz Rent a Car

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269
OPEL/GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION
AND INSTITUTES
APTECH_ Sana’a: 01 -446880

Computer Education Aden: 02-237199

Taiz: 04-250343
Mukalla: 05-307492
Hodeidah: 03-206998
249294

Tel:967-(0) 1 - 513648
Tel:444553
200945
203689

(Internet Focussed
Curriculum, E-commerce,
ISO 9001 Certified)
American Academic Institute
CMT House
Infinit Education
German Language Institute
Modern British Institute (University Branch)
New Horizons Computer _

Learning Centers Tel: 01-448573-449356/7/8/9
NIIT Quality

Computer Education 7ol 445518/7-442073

The British Institute for Languages 440719/415812

ARBMEX  sui0a 2910045 Aden243124
Hodeidah:219643, [bb:406882

Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177
Hodeidah:234982.  1bb:411988
Mukalla 302641 Seuyn: 402469

Shabua: 202326

edtx.

”ESYEHEN

Tel. 448541/448543
Fax: 00967 1 448542
Mobile: 00967 73 200 654

Consider & e Sana'a: 416751

DENTAL CLINIC ¢

Dr. Abdulsalam N. Awas 602408
Shehab Dental Center 400443/218824

ol FREIGHT FORWARDERS

407905
278674/7909110
Sana’a: 441024/5
Sana’a: 440166
440891/344467
218142

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders

Al-Rawahil Olympia

Aramex

Griffin Logistics Ltd.

Gulf Air Cargo

ITS Global Logistics

Marib Travel & Tourism
(Cargo Division)

Yempac

441109/126 Fax: 440733
Sana'a 208898-408518

HOSPITALS

Yemen German Hospital (open heart surgery)

Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116
Tel. 600000/602008
Fax. 601889

Modern German Hospital
E-mail:felixpene @hotmail.com
The First Consultant center for the skin,
venerial Diseases & Infertility 205517-73807737
Orthopedic & plastic specialist Hospital+967-1-633922
E-mail:orthosp@hotmail.com

Al-Jumhury Hospital 274285
Al-Thawra Hospital 246366
Yemen Specialized Hospital 224963
HOTELS

SANA’A:

Al-Yamama Palace Suites: 236230
Best Western Hadda Hotel: 415212/5
Hadda Town: 415900
Raipon Hotel & Suites 504016/7/8
ADEN:

Amoudi Plaza Hotel
Elephant BayBeach Resort

(02) 247000/1-5

(02) 202055 |

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Arab Insurance Company Sana'a 606810/1/2/3/4/5
Fax /6 Aden:257875-260827, Taiz: 260744 |
Hodeidah: 279672/3, Mukalla: 309744, Abyan:
604030

Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.)

Sana’a 272713/874
Taiz 250029

Marib Insurance
Aden: 255668
Hodeidah: 219545/8
Trust Yemen Ins. & Reinsurance Co.
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana'a
5 lines, Taiz: 258881,

Yemen Insurance company
272962/43,  Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345
Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17

RESTAURANT
i

Indian Restaurant (home delivery available)
Contact: Mr. Sunny Joseph 263925-71150769
Chilli House Rest. for brost, Cabab etc.. 73568079

Aden: 243490-242476
Hodeidah 219941/4/6
Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Taiz:240927/34

264263

284193,

Aden: 244280
Sana’a: 272806/

International Turkish Schools  Sana'a 448258/9
Taiz 205593
Al-Hussein National Schools 412826/7
Al-Majd Yemen School 206159
The English School 419308
Tulip School 412249

lenshams Modern school 671275, 671140
Rainbow Pre-School 414-026/424-433

* "Supermarket
AL-JANDUL Supermarket 01-422610

| ~aa/-Translations o

Urwa Wautqa Int. Authi. Trans. Arabic-English-French
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch-
Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. 01-240515

Abu Yaser Travel&Tourism 1el:611560
Ashtal Travel & Tourism Fax: 440839 Tel. 440930
Al-Nasim Travel 270750

Al-Sunidar
Apollo Business Travel Center
Arabian Peninsula T & T

Fax: 265202 Tel. 241667/500808
Tel. 444000/888
Tel. 414755/410302
Fax: 414798

Fax: 216028  Tel: 400722
Sky Travels Fax: 266258 Tel: 260932-46
Universal Business Travel Center Tel: 441158/9/60

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by IS academy
Tel. 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039
University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441
Aden: 234533 / 234960

Murjan Travel

Queen Arwa University
Sana’a University
Alandalus University

To particepate

contact:73810416

71765672, 71653854 1 Jalige. 510213 1000 (uSLall . 269537: 5940 « ddlxe 5k . slaiua
fayshany 1 @hotmail.com : (39,553 %1 s )
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Sana‘a hosts top ltalian artists

By SHAKER AL-MoLsi
For YEMEN TIMES

mong all that is going on in

Sana’a in 2004, while it

holds the title of Arab

Cultural Capital, a joint

Yemeni-Italian artistic work-
shop has been organized by the
Ministry of Culture, and the ltalian
Embassy at Sana’a. Yemeni and ltalian
artists are working together, exchang-
ing experiences and adding to the
glamour of the celebrated city and at
the end of the workshop, a gallery will
be opened to expose its fruits

Abuall ¥ dulie dals j55,0
4al3%15 ST ALalS

Italian ambassador at the workshop
His Excellency ltalian ambassador Yemeni and Italian artists working together in the workshop

Giacomo Sanfelice attended the

Atelier, and visited various artists to

observe how things were going on. He

M‘OL_"%“UF M declared himself “very pleased” with
% = | | Ao Jat the works that covered the walls.

: 9 5’;7 9 ..AJY b’ﬁ This particular workshop was the ini-

= tiative of the Sicily-based Orestiadi

SaWt Al Hayat SpeCIal Foundation, an establishment that

Hospltal fOI‘ E N T sponsors and produces events in the

world of theater, visual arts, music and

poetry, as well as scientific, publishing

and professional training. On his visit

The flrst E.N.T. spemal]zed hospltal in Xemen to Yemen, the chairman of the

Audiologv - Hearing Aids Foundation was received by the
o g ) Minister of Culture and Tourism Khaled

“. "
Al-Rowaishan, and they discussed
together the possibility of contact H® I!Id., ou ys
between Italian and Yemeni artists

“As the headquarters of the founda- p— CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
tion are in Sicily, it could get in touch i . AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

with well-known contemporary
painters, and sculp-
tors.

bl ] s s i

(OO LSBT oY1 WEAG. yo5 1 aldis Il
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TAHA M.A.ANAM TRADING EST.

Head Office: Taiz P.0.Box6748 Tel.(04)210526 Fax.(04)221511
Sana’a (01)216027 Aden (02) 463622

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

T Itali @ Petrochemical plants, refineries. 6 Offshore structures and underwater works.

; wo alian @ Heavy, light industrial plants. @ Pipelines construction and maintenance.
artists agreed " 19 @ Power and desalination plants. @ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
co;ne . ar:g paf‘lICkI' - @ Fuel and water storage tanks. @ Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
pate In IS work- - _ = Un A - @ Oil fields ancillary installations. @ Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
shop,” elaborated 3“‘“’7‘31“#""”‘”'1“" U'L'" @ Air purification for industry @ High quality buildings & sports compl
the ambassador. (-M_)dlullllﬁh bl Jele gas) @ Marine docks, harbours, deep sea @ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution

He is optimistic berths & refinery terminals. systems.
about the outcome M Mﬁ@ “E"’Jw”u"m':u@ﬁ"‘
of the workshop. “I ugutaﬂ } A l/uMl/MMt/uuilmwwﬁ
do . believe " that 2yl /%Amm,ws 1 coane | 2yl A¥Tg ok p gl

an exchange
X issucvery e fgor . )13l p gl /A i/ O pida lini] 2 2L Sanaa Aden
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Computer Learning Centers

Ask us about training
on all programs within

the new Microsoft
Office System such as:
MCSE & MCSA 2003

Microsoft

Microsoft Office System Exchange Server 2003
Connecting people, information and business processes Enterprise E(?non

Sana’a Trade Center - Algeria Street

Tel: 448573 /| 449356/57/58/59 £ . Partof the Windows Server System

info.yemen@newhorizons.com
www.newhorizons.com
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NOKIA |

CONNECTING PEOPLE |

— l ) Salm’a Tel. 264005/6, Fax: 240624, E-mail: YTCC@Y.

Aden: Telefax: 247387. Hodeida: Tel. 208829, Fax: 205817 |
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