
By: Yasser Al-Mayasi

SANA’A, Jan. 28 — The delegation
assured that the press law the govern-
ment intends to enforce upon journal-
ists is defective and inconvenient to
press liberty. Furthermore, it declared,
it is not fit for a democratic country.
The delegation noted that despite
President Saleh’s affirmations of

respect for press liberty, the law proves
otherwise.

The group requested Parliament and
the government withdraw the law in
order to create a free press atmosphere,
stating, “We will convey a message to
government officials urging them to
abstain from imposing oppressive laws
that curb the press, as well as a demand
to conduct investigations into the

assaults that took place against journal-
ists. Ignorance of such offensives
encourages violence against journal-
ists. Moreover, such negligence is a
transgression of public rights, in addi-
tion to its negative impact on Yemen’s
democratic image. It may cost Yemen
the loss of a great deal of aid and dona-
tions.”

Continued on page 3

CPJ: “Withdraw the press law”

Members from the Committee to Protect Journalists during the press conference (from left: David Marash, Joel
Campagnna and Clarence Page). PHOTO BY YASSER AL-MAYASI

By: Stine Exler

“We want Yemen’s government to
react,” says Tina Foster, attorney from
the Center for Constitutional Rights in
New York. “So far, this government
has not done anything to get their
countrymen home from Guantánamo.” 

Tina Foster and other US attorneys
representing detainees at Guantánamo
are visiting Arab countries to make
people aware of the continuous illegal
acts of the US government. Now they
are in Yemen to talk to detainees’ fam-
ilies and give them an update on the
cases. But the visit is equally a matter
of trying to get the Yemeni govern-
ment to put pressure on the Bush
administration to release the 120
Yemeni men who are still detained at
Guantánamo. On Jan 28, the Yemeni
National Organization for Defending
Rights and Freedoms (HOOD) held a

press conference with the attorneys at
Yemen Times’ offices to discuss the
prisoners’ present situation. 

“We were here in Yemen six months
ago on the same mission, and we will
keep coming back until we get the men
released,” says Tina Foster. “We are
fighting this battle on two fronts. We
are fighting in the courts of law and we
are fighting in the courts of public
opinion. For our clients to be allowed
fair trials and human rights, we need
the back up of the public. The Arab
people must put pressure on their gov-
ernments to get their countrymen
home”. 

Detained again
So far, five Yemenis have been
released from the camp. Rumours of
the release of an additional 13 Yemeni
prisoners have not been confirmed. 

But being released from

Guantánamo does not mean that the
troubles are over. In Yemen, the five
released men are now withheld in
prison. They are still waiting to go to
trial. Still waiting to come home to
their families. 

Even though these men are not tech-
nically clients, the lawyers hope to
visit them within the next couple of
days. 

“Everyone who comes out of
Guantánamo has our interest. We want
them all to be treated fairly. We want
them to be safe,” says Tina Foster. 

Khaled Al-Anesi, lawyer and execu-
tive manager of HOOD, says: “When
the detainees are released from
Guantánamo and return to Yemen, it is
illegal under Yemeni law to detain
them again in this way. These men are
now living under worse circumstances
than at Guantánamo.” 

Continued on page 3
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Guantánamo detainees
ignored by the government

Four years passed. Guantánamo Bay is still full of detainees, and Arab governments
are not doing enough to have them released. Now, US lawyers are in Yemen to discuss
the ongoing problem.

A niece of a detainee holding a sign
during the press conference:
Guantánamo. Until when?

PHOTO BY STINE EXLER

The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) delegation criticized Yemen’s
government at a Jan. 26 press conference for its oppression against journalists.

SA’ADA, Jan. 2� — The mediation
committee had reached an agreement
with Al-Houthi supporters on release
of detainees, approving compensation
for those experiencing damage and
ending confrontations between the two
conflicting sides, but disputes later
erupted as Al-Houthi followers contin-

ued chanting slogans against the
United States and Israel.

The committee continues to dialogue
with Al-Houthi bystanders while con-
frontations between government forces
and insurgents escalate, compelling the
second party to distrust pledges and
obligations by the first, which never

compensated those affected by the war,
security sources said.

According to official sources, the
mediation committee last Thursday
and Friday distributed a total of 320
million Yemeni Riyals to locals in the
war-ravaged area of Haidan and inven-
toried recently damaged properties in

areas hit by government air strikes.
The government is exerting exten-

sive efforts to settle armed clashes with
rebels and negotiate with them, partic-
ularly after followers implemented a
series of ambushes targeting provincial
security officials.

Continued from page 3

Mediations to end
Sa’ada fighting failed

A mediation committee recently formed by President Saleh failed to convince Al-
Houthi followers to halt attacks against the army, as fierce clashes between
government troops and Al-Houthi supporters continued in areas west of Sa’ada,
sources said Sunday.

JMP demand
reshuffling of SCER

By: Mohammed Bin Sallam

SANA’A, Jan. 2� — In a statement
published last week, the Joint Meeting
Parties (JMP) called for the reshuffling
of the Supreme Commission for
Elections and Referendum (SCER) to
ensure integrity of upcoming presiden-
tial and local elections. The statement
contained rejection of any mechanism
introduced by the SCER to form com-
mittees for revising and modifying vot-
ers’ registers announced last
Wednesday. 

JMP said in another statement pub-
lished on Saturday such mechanism is a
violation of the legal standards and
intends to confine the balance and neu-
trality principle in the poll committees
and edge out any role of the opposition.

The opposition, represented by the
IMP, held the SCER accountable for
delaying the deadline of electoral priv-
ileges due to being partial to interests of
the ruling party. Confirming their
adherence to running independent and
neutral poll, the JMP said the SCER is
neither eligible not qualified for run-
ning the polls, demanding it to be
restructured. 

JMP opposed the SCER’s announce-
ment to form minor committees to run
the process of the electoral registers’

revision and modification, which is
allegedly a violation of the law and the
constitution. Opposition parties have
ended their talks on the issue.

The opposition said: “as the JMP
announce their rejection of the pro-
posed mechanism, we hold the SCER
accountable for any delay of the elec-
toral privileges’ deadline. The SCER
passed decisions violating the law and
involving partiality in favor of the rul-
ing party, starting with reducing the
number of poll committees.”

“The SCER confirms renewal of its
mechanism for the formation of the
electoral committees with the aim of
edging any role of the opposition. The
SCER never shows readiness to be neu-
tral and independent when it adopted a
mechanism to eliminate any presence
of the opposition, nor does take into
account the importance of the presiden-
tial and local elections and their influ-
ence on the country’s future,” the oppo-
sition added. 

JMP concluded their statement by
renewing its rejection of the electoral
committees’ formation mechanism.
They emphasized what was contained
in their comprehensive political reform
program and their care for independent
and neutral elections. 

Continued on page 3



SANA’A, Jan. 24 — In a meeting of
Yemeni Journalists Syndicate (YJS)
members at the Shura Council Tuesday,
YJS Chief Mahmoud Ali renewed the
syndicate’s rejection of the recently
issued Press and Publications Law.

YJS members described the draft
press law as a “setback” and a “disap-
pointment” in that it only imposes more
restrictions on private and party-affili-
ated newspapers. 

The YJS Chief advocated allowing
opposition writers and journalists to
write in official newspapers, which

should be 51 percent owned by the gov-
ernment and 49 percent by journalists.

In his meeting with Shura Council
Deputy Chairman Abdullah Al-Bar and
committee members authorized to
study the new draft press law, Ali stat-
ed, “In Yemen, we have freedom, but
we do not have a press with the same
level of freedom,” noting that Yemeni
journalists are the poorest worldwide.

Journalist Ali Al-Jaradi attributed
YJS rejection to the draft press law’s
content, which never included any right
for media plurality. Instead, it con-

tained bans and constraints on journal-
ism. He claimed it cancels penalties
amounting to the death sentence and
tough procedures the press law imposes
on journalists.

Al-Bar emphasized the need for
homogenous viewpoints on the draft
Press and Publication Law through
consultative meetings with YJS mem-
bers, party leaders and civic organiza-
tion representatives. He added that the
Shura Council will never approve any
law imposing restrictions on press free-
doms.

YJS Chief: We have 
freedom but not free press

SANA’A, Jan. 29 — A year and a half
ago, a water pump, agricultural equip-
ment and other property were stolen
from Al-Ahsab’s farm in Maghreb Ans,
Dhamar governorate. He informed the
Investigation Bureau and asked area
security authorities to look into the
crime, thinking they would arrest the
criminals. However, it turned out that
security authorities did not take serious
measures, but rather tried to “bring the
criminals to justice,” Al-Ahsab said.

Al-Ahsab does not believe the interi-
or minister has taken serious steps
regarding his case. “The Minister of
Interior gave me limited time to solve
my problem and discover the accused in
my case, but it turned out he did not do
anything other than give me appoint-
ments,” he complained.

He also stated that the commander of
the minister’s guards threatened him in

a telephone conversation. “I received a
threatening call from the commander of
the minister’s guards, in which he
threatened to detain my wife and chil-
dren at the Central Prison,” he said.

The Al-Ahsab family conducted a
similar sit-in in front of the Presidential
Palace last year, remaining there for
months. Security authorities eventually
removed their tent and imprisoned
them.

Al-Ahsab went on to say that even
the Dhamar security head has not imple-
mented the minister’s orders. “Security
authorities in Dhamar are indifferent to
and pay no attention to the orders of the
Minister of Interior, who asked them to
look into my case and bring in those
who stole this agricultural equipment
and property from my farm in Dhamar.
Security officials do not give a true
account to the minister regarding my

case,” he added.
Al-Ahsab now is appealing to the

Minister of Human Rights, human
rights organizations inside and outside
Yemen and Parliament’s Committee
Protecting Freedoms and Rights.
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Readersʼ Voice

Yemen Times features  “Readersʼ
Voice” a popular way for our
readers to interact with us. This is
your opportunity to have a say on
world and local affairs. 

This editionʼs question:

Last editionʼs question:
Do you think that the Yemeni Qaeda
suspect - either those coming from
Guantanamo or others in Yemeni
jails - will face fair trial?
No 54%
Yes 41%
I don't know 5%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll 

and have your voice heard!

Do you think the outrage  of
the Muslim world against the
Danish newspaper would cause
the west to be put off from
Islam?
Yes
No
I donʼt know

SANA’A, Jan. 29 — The Yemeni
Parliament Saturday denounced the
defamation of the Prophet Mohamed
by caricature in Danish newspaper
Jyllands Posten, saying it contradicts
religious freedom.

Parliament’s Foreign Affairs and
Expatriates Committee issued a state-
ment about the insult confirming that
Yemen’s government and its citizens

denounce such defamation, which
contradicts religious tolerance. It
demanded the United Nations human
rights departments, topped by the
Human Rights High Commission, as
well as international human rights
organizations, including European
ones, live up to their commitments to
defend individuals’ rights. The parlia-
mentary committee urged such organ-

izations to stop the spread of hatred
and insulting peoples’ culture and
faith.

The statement requested Arab coun-
tries, the Islamic Conference
Organization and Arab and Islamic
foreign ministers follow up the matter
with concerned nations and organiza-
tions to force the Danish government
to apologize for this grave insult.

SANA’A, Jan. 25 — Several media
leaders refused the idea of ‘discrimi-
nation’ mentioned in a study about the
situation of Yemeni women in media.
At a workshop organized particularly
to announce the study’s results, they
admitted that women in media face
many difficulties and obstacles; how-
ever, they agreed such difficulties
result from technical, social and eco-
nomic obstacles facing all media staff,
not just women.

The Jan. 22-23 workshop, organized
by the Yemeni Female Media Forum
(YFMF), in cooperation with the
Yemeni Media Development Program
(YMDP), was devoted to discussing
results of the study, considered the
first-ever public survey concerning the
status of Yemeni women in media and
the societal and institutional obstacles
they face in doing their job.

According to the study prepared by
Dr. Mohammed Alfaqeh, assistant pro-
fessor in the information college at
Sana’a University, there are many
types of discrimination against women
within various media institutions. The
most visible discriminatory practices
against women are: few training
opportunities offered them, being
ignored for any coverage abroad,
occasional sexual harassment and
immodest treatment by male col-
leagues and executive and leadership

positions given to male journalists,
despite women deserving to ascend
the hierarchy.

However, initial study results shown
in the graph below revealed that
despite the difficulties and discrimina-
tion, almost three-quarters (74 per-
cent) of female journalists enjoy a
high degree of job satisfaction. This
reflects their perseverance and deter-
mination to face up to and overcome
the frustrating conditions, the study
mentioned.

The effect of cultural environment
on a female journalist’s work also was
included in the study, revealing sever-
al positive and negative effects of cus-
toms and tradition. The study request-
ed media institutions do everything
they can to better media women’s con-
ditions and status.

SABA News Agency chief, Nasser
Taha Mustafa, said it is not exactly
correct to say that Yemeni women
haven’t been granted executive and
leadership positions in media institu-
tions. For example, he said there are
two or three women directing depart-
ments at his agency. He admitted the
number of women in such positions is
still small, adding that women face
many social obstacles. For example,
they can’t work full time due to fami-
ly obligations, so they cannot devote
themselves completely to leadership

or management roles.
Mohammed Alasadi, Yemen

Observer Editor-in-Chief, emphasized
the importance of improving women
journalists’ efficiency, pointing out
that many women lack computer or
English language skills which are very
importance in media work nowadays.
He also referred to negative attitudes
some female media members adopt
when limiting their activities and pro-
ductions only to women’s and chil-
dren’s issues. According to Alasadi,
they refuse to cover poetic, interna-
tional or diplomatic events.

Yemeni Journalists’ Syndicate
member Sami Ghalb confessed that
there are not many training courses
particularly offered to female journal-
ists needing more encouragement and
rehabilitation.

Abass Aldailami, national radio
general director, referred to the impor-
tance of considering poor socioeco-
nomic circumstances that block cre-
ative works in Yemen. He said such
difficult circumstances create compli-
cations preventing media staff from
accomplishing their tasks competent-
ly.

Minister of Information, Hussein
Alawadhi, did not attend the work-
shop, which consisted of more than 50
participants from various international
and national media institutions.

SANA’A, Jan. 24 — At least 150
Somalis and Ethiopians died when their
two smuggling boats capsized in
Mukala Monday. Yemen’s Coast Guard
picked up victims’ bodies after the
boats capsized, rescuing many. Some
still are missing.

Salah Al-Asker, Director of the
United Nations High Commission for
Refugees (UNHCR) Mayfa’a Refugee
Center, said “By this morning, we had
extricated 150 dead bodies,” pointing
out that this was done in cooperation
with local authorities and citizens who
already have buried the bodies.

The two boats carrying 256 illegal
Somalis and Ethiopians (128 passen-
gers each) sailed from a village near the
northeastern Somali port of Boassaso.

Al-Asker said only five survived from
the first boat, while 46 survived from
the second.

UNHCR stated that another boat
dropped some 120 people on Jan. 21.
Passengers on that voyage reported that
10 people died, four of whom seeming-
ly were thrown overboard.

According to an Ibn Sina Hospital
report, smuggled victims died when
their boat broke down, not from being
deliberately dropped from the boat, as
some sources said. UNHCR spokesman
Ron Redmond called for “international
action to stem the flow of people falling
prey to smugglers.” He also stated that
the agency tries hard to reduce the flow
of smuggled migrants to the Gulf of
Aden. According to the agency, at least

27 boats have arrived at the Yemeni
coast since Jan. 12.

Thousands of Somalis and
Ethiopians try to come to Yemen every
year to escape war and tragic poverty.
Currently, there are more than 80,000
registered refugees in Yemen, most of
them Somalis. Somalia has been with-
out effective government and experi-
enced tribal wars since 1991, at the
time of dictator Mohammed Siad
Barre.  

Although Yemen’s government tries
to reduce the number of smuggled
migrants, the steps taken are not
enough. The Coast Guard Authority
stated that plans to combat smuggling
have been implemented but resources
are not enough.

No discrimination against
female journalists

SANA’A, Jan. 29 — A $30 million
World Bank-funded project to improve
Aden’s water and sewage system will
begin next year. The Indian
Environmental Consultancy company,
M-W-H, will conduct project studies
costing $2.5 million.

The project will encompass all Aden
districts, developing and improving the
water and sewage system to meet pop-
ulation needs for the next 20 years. It
suggests rehabilitating and developing
the present pumping network by
improving pumping stations and estab-

lishing new stations. The present
sewage system is either to be rehabili-
tated or replaced and new extensions
built. There are also ideas to build new
reservoirs, dig new wells and desali-
nate sea water when needed.

An initial consultation for assessing
the project’s environmental impacts
was held Jan. 28, organized by the
Local Water Authority in cooperation
with M-W-H. Concerned parties, pro-
duction and industrial sector members
as well as civil societies attended the
meeting. Beneficiaries and affected

community members were invited to
participate in the environmental impact
assessment and study sustainable
mechanisms to render the project suc-
cessful.

Aden governor Dr. Yahia Al-Shoibi
addressed the meeting, stressing the
environmental impact’s importance,
hoping to see serious studies and urg-
ing all sectors to participate. The proj-
ect manager and a consulting company
representative reviewed project com-
ponents and phases, along with its
environmental impact.

Aden water project slated for 2007
HODEIDAH,  Jan. 25 — Hussein

Al-Wishah, General Manager of the
General Authority for Specifications,
Standards and Quality Control
(GASSQC) Hodeidah Branch, denied
reports published by some local
newspapers that his authority released
34 containers filled with expired
wheat.

Filled with a wheat and Soya
mixture, the containers were offered as
aid to Yemen by the World Food
Program. Twenty-three of the 34

containers were found to have been
filled with expired wheat and then
held at the port, Al-Wishah explained.
Only the remaining 11 containers
contained wheat suitable for use.

The issue provoked nationwide
outrage, compelling Parliament to
summon Al-Wishah before MPs for
questioning. Official document copies
obtained by the Yemen Times confirm
Al-Wishah’s explanation. 

Several private newspapers
mentioned this month that the World

Food Program representative
pressured Hodeidah Port officials to
release the seized containers. He
reportedly threatened the GASSQC
that international organizations may
stop extending aid to Yemen because it
seized the wheat containers.

Asked about details of the seized
containers, the World Food Program
representative denied the wheat
containers belong to his organization,
which buys wheat from Yemen and
never imports any from abroad.

Release of expired wheat denied

Minister of Interior
provokes Al-Ahsab

Ahmed Al-Ahsab and his family have been con-
ducting a sit-in in front of the Minister of
Interior’s house in protest against “unfair” secu-
rity authority procedures against him.

Parliament denounces
defaming of Prophet

SANA’A, Jan. 25 — The Social Fund
Development Partners Consultation
(SFD) held a workshop on its
Institutional Evaluation findings at Taj
Sheba Hotel, sponsored by the UK
Development for Institutional
Development (DID).

Several ministers and other senior
officials participated in the workshop
including Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor, Dr. Abdulkarim Al-Arhabi;
Minister of Education, Dr. Abdulsalam
Al-Gofi; Minister of Health and
Population, Dr. Muhammad Al-Na’ami;
Minister of Water and Environment, Dr.
Muhammad Al-Iryani and many repre-
sentatives from donor countries and
international and local organizations.

SFD Managing Director Al-Arhabi
stated in a press conference that the
findings are from an observational eval-
uation SFD conducts every three years.

The evaluation focuses on SFD’s con-
tribution to improving Yemeni citizens’
living conditions by increasing access
to basic services in education, health
care, water supply, the environment,
cultural heritage and transport.
Evaluation findings are based on a
quantitative survey of the living stan-
dards of 6,000 households.
Additionally, a qualitative beneficiary
assessment is made of targeted groups’
opinions polled about the benefits of
SFD projects.

Stakeholders discussed evaluation
findings in relation to delivering servic-
es, governance and institutional capaci-
ty building. Findings are based on five
workshops and a series of meeting and
interviews conducted between Nov. 24
and Dec. 6, 2005. 

Participants discussed SFD’s strate-
gic objectives, future vision and its role

in poverty reduction and state building
in Yemen. The workshop raised some
issues at the central level, such as gov-
ernment’s vision for the SFD and how
to best complement its role with target-
ed ministries.

Consultant Mary Jennings said
SFD’s particular strength is its work at
the community level, which delivered
the most findings. The government has
the most difficulty delivering services
like health and education at the commu-
nity level, especially in terms of build-
ing a governance structure whereby
community members can be active in
development.

The SFD was established in 1997 as
an administratively and financially
autonomous agency. SFD participates
in implementing national poverty
reduction and improving Yemeni citi-
zens’ living conditions.

SFD holds workshop on
Institutional Evaluation findings

Death toll rises to 150 for
smuggled migrants to Yemen

SANA’A, Jan. 27 — Yemen’s Foreign
Ministry condemned the continued pub-
lication of 12 blasphemous caricatures
of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) by
Danish newspaper Jylland Posten and
Norwegian newspaper Magazinet.

A ministry spokesperson stated that it
considers the sacrilegious caricatures a
deliberate insult to Islam’s Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) and hurt the feel-
ings of 1.3 billion Muslims worldwide.
The spokesperson said the cartoons
attempt to distort divine religions and
prophets and lead to hatred and vio-
lence. Such attempts lead to increased
conflicts between civilizations and cul-
tures and cause a lack of security and
peace in the world. He demanded the
Danish and Norwegian governments

stop such sacrilegious acts and apolo-
gize instantly.

In an official statement, the ministry
called on the international community to
criticize such acts and take necessary
procedures ensuring they will not be
repeated in the future. The immoral
drawings and the Danish newspaper’s
actions conflict with the values and prin-
ciples of all divine religions. They vio-
late international rights forbidding revil-
ing other religions and creeds. The state-
ment emphasized rights to freely
express, believe and publish according
to universal norms and values, but said
what the two newspapers published in
the cartoons was considered a violation
of those rights.

The Danish newspaper claimed it

published the caricatures to test whether
Muslim fundamentalists had begun
affecting freedom of expression in
Denmark. However, many Arabs and
Muslims considers such claim as a weak
justification of the disrespectful cartoons
and the deliberate insults on the prophet
personality. The cartoons portray the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as a ter-
rorist with a bomb over his turban, car-
rying a dagger, fond of women, a most-
wanted criminal, etc. 

As a result of continued publishing of
the controversial caricatures, many
Muslim countries, organizations and
societies call for boycotting Danish
goods causing Danish companies to lose
their Muslim world markets and billions
of dollars.

Foreign Ministry condemns caricatures
in Danish and Norwegian newspapers
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Vacancy Advertisement
An immediate vacancy exists at the World Bank Office in Sana’a for a 

Program Assistant.

The applicant is expected to meet the following requirements:
• Have at least five years of relevant experience, preferably with international   
   organizations.
• Have excellent interpersonal, communication and organizational skills.
• Have excellent command of verbal and written Arabic and English including   
  ability to do creative writing with minimum guidance.
• Be a committed team player able to work in a multi-cultural environment.
• Have flexibility to absorb ad hoc tasks and work under pressure.
• Have computer aptitude and proficiency with internet including ability to 
  retrieve information from various sources.

The incumbent will perform the following duties:
• Provide a range of tasks related to specialized support functions, including 
  monitoring the Country Office ongoing portfolio and deliverables.
• Independently prepare correspondence, working documents and responds on     
  various information requests using proper grammar, punctuation and style in 
  Arabic and English.
• Use computer applications for processing and formatting variety of texts and 
  developing non-standard databases and spreadsheets for specific project 
  reporting activities.
• Coordinate schedules and assist in preparation of events and activities.
• Participate in developing project/product timelines and participate in mission   
  work as required including field activities.
• Interact with different clients including government officials, external 
  organizations and internal institutional units.

For full consideration, please transmit by fax your letter of application 
accompanied by the CV before February 20 attn.: Office Administrator, 

Fax: 413 - 709/ 418-733, or via e-mail: WBYemen@worldbank.org

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

According to Al-Anesi, the govern-
ment is detaining the men in accor-
dance with the wishes of the Bush
administration. 

Zaki Zehawi, attorney from the
Federal Defenders of San Diego,
agrees: “It seems that Arab authorities
are bowing to the US government. We
are surprised that this does not create
an outrage in the Arab world.”

And yet, not all detainees get this
treatment after being released. One
months ago, three Bahraini men were
released from Guantánamo. When
they returned to Bahrain, they were
questioned for a few hours and then
allowed to go home to their families.
None of them were further impris-
oned. 

“We would like to see the same
thing happen here in Yemen,” says
Tina Foster.

Closing the camp
One reason why some are being
detained in their own countries is that
the US government might have plans
to close Guantánamo down. Tina
Foster believes that in order to make
the initial withholding of the men look
convincing, the Bush administration
requires Arab governments to detain
the men who are released from
Guantánamo to make them look
guilty. This way of keeping up appear-
ances would also help explain the slow
progress in having people released
from the camp in the first place.

“For four years, the US government
has been saying that all the men at
Guantánamo are dangerous. So of

course it looks bad if they release them
all at once and close down the place.
This is probably why they pressure
other governments to detain them in
their home countries, so they look
guilty and dangerous. Even though
they are not,” she says. 

According to Tina Foster, US gov-
ernment officials have admitted that
out of the approximately 500
detainees, only 20 have the actual
interest of the US government. 

Guantánamo is a symbol
The case of Guantánamo is unique in
more ways than one. On December 30
of last year, a new law was passed that
made it even more so. This law states
that the men at Guantánamo do not
have the right to come to a US court to
challenge their detention. Instead, the
US military will act as the judge.
Without lawyers. Without presentation
of evidence. Without basic human
rights. 

The attorneys are presently chal-
lenging the new law in order to get the
cases tried in a proper court. 

“Nothing like this has ever hap-
pened before,” says Tina Foster.
“Guantánamo is not only about these
500 men. It is a symbol of the Bush
administration’s illegal acts around the
world. If they are able to get away
with what is happening at
Guantánamo, it means that they can
take anyone from any part of the
world, lock them up, torture them or
even kill them, and never have to
explain why they do so. We have to
stop them now.” 

All the attorneys working with the
Guantánamo detainees are volunteers.
Some are working with non profit
organizations, others with private law
firms that take on the cases without
charge. When asked if the lack of
salary is part of the reason for the slow
progress, attorney Heather Rogers
from the Federal Defenders of San
Diego, answers: “Belief in ideals is a
much stronger motivation than money.
We are all driven toward justice and
no matter how long it takes, we will
make progress. We will be heard”. 

Continued from page 1

Attorney Tina Foster from the
Center for Constitutional Rights
with the nephew of Mohammed
Al-Asadi who is still at
Guantánamo. The boy who was
born after his uncle was detained
is named after him.
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Guantánamo detainees ignored by the government

Delegation members assured that
they will stand with Yemeni journal-
ists and make the assaults against
them known throughout the world.
Delegation head David Marash
affirmed that the CPJ will pressure the
government by campaigning to pre-
vent international aid if it continues
violating journalists’ rights. He con-
tinued, saying that punishments
against journalists will impact
Yemenis and their government nega-
tively by costing them millions of dol-
lars in investments and donations.

Marash declared that stifling jour-
nalists confiscates peoples’ right to
knowledge, inhibiting their knowl-

edge capacity as well as killing their
interest in economic and free political
contests.

Joel Campagna, Senior Coordinator
of CPJ’s Middle East and North Africa
Program, affirmed that the draft law
presented by the government fetters
press freedom. He said it contains a
number of inconveniences to journal-
ists, adding that it appears to be the
work of an undemocratic state. The
law also doesn’t meet international
standards and some of its articles deny
career liberty, he pointed out.

Campagna determined that he found
press liberty retreating in Yemen dur-
ing the previous two years. He said

delegates met with journalists,
lawyers and activists to discuss press
liberty and became acquainted with
the series of harassments, kidnap-
pings, wiretappings and newspaper
cloning that occurs.  

Campagna said the CPJ will publish
a comprehensive report on the harass-
ments they investigated during their
visit to Yemen. He declared that stop-
ping newspapers is not acceptable in
light of international standards. He
noted that CPJ reports are distributed
worldwide and that many countries
ultimately base their economic rela-
tions with other countries on such
reports.

CPJ: “Withdraw the press law”

JMP hold the view the SCER with
its current structure is neither eligible
nor qualified for running the upcoming
presidential and local elections. The
claim it should be reshuffled in a polit-
ically balanced manner to prevent it
from being partial. To ensure free and
fair elections, the electoral committees
must involve all the political forces in
the country.

Spokesman for the SCER and Head
of its Information Sector, Abdu
Mohamed Al-Janadi, said: “JMP are
only staging political controversy
aimed at distracting the SCER from

performing its tasks in compliance
with the law.”

In a statement to State-run Al-
Thawrah daily, Al-Janadi pointed out
political parties and organizations have
the right to do what they want, but the
SCER has taken its decision after a
series of talks based on a criterion pro-
posed by the JMP. Under this criterion,
he added, registration and poll com-
mittees were distributed in 2001 and
2003. 

Al-Janadi noted the SCER has only
two criteria, one based on voting and
the other on the number of seats in

Parliament. It is the parties which pre-
ferred the former over the latter, and
not the SCER as the alternative will be
worse if applied. The SCER has no
option but to apply only one of the
mentioned criteria.   

Concluding his statement, Al-Janadi
expressed curiosity at the JMP’s state-
ment saying these parties do not know
that the SCER is a constitutional
authority formed of 15 personages
who won two-thirds of Parliament’
votes. “It is an independent and neutral
authority formed in compliance with
the constitution and the law,” he ended.   

The Criminal Investigation Bureau
director and three of his guards were
killed in an ambush on the road
between Sa’ada city and Sahar
District.

Sahar District Administration Chief,
Hussein Shaweet, and three of his
guards were injured in another
ambush and a military vehicle
destroyed when insurgents opened fire
on it, official sources said.

The same sources added that Sheikh
Ali Hureyah was killed Thursday
morning by unidentified firing as gov-
ernment forces raided a Sahar District
insurgent hideout.

Parliament Speaker Sheikh
Abdullah Bin Hussein Al-Ahmar sent
a letter at week’s end to the negotia-
tion committee, demanding it quickly
reach an agreement with Al-Houthi
followers. Sheikh Al-Ahmar said the
committee deadlocked, as it was
formed on an ethnic basis and did not
include national forces, as had the pre-
vious one.

According to a Joint Meeting
Parties (JMP) leader wishing to
remain anonymous, the main objec-
tive in excluding political parties and
organizations and civil community
organizations from the committee was
to obscure any information about
crimes and human rights abuses. He
confirmed that there are many offi-
cials benefiting from government’s
incapability to end the Sa’ada clashes. 

He believes political leadership dis-
avowed responsibility for the commit-
tee, thought of as a missionary carry-
ing a message and having limited
capabilities which it must not exceed
in negotiating with Al-Houthi support-
ers.

He pointed out that the two sides
reached a cease-fire during negotia-
tions, but government forces did not
keep their commitment to the agree-
ment, leading Al-Houthi followers to
perceive negotiations as futile, partic-
ularly as no neutral parties were
involved.

The JMP leader said if the govern-
ment is serious about solving disputes
and ending clashes in the area, it
should refer the issue of anti-U.S. and
anti-Israel slogans chanted by Al-
Houthi followers after Friday Prayer
to Parliament to end the dispute. Such
slogans continue intentionally to elim-
inate ethnic clerics in Sa’ada and draw
public attention away from corruption
cases and other domestic issues.

Two Al-Houthi followers escaped
Friday from Criminal Investigations’
Detention in Sana’a. Suspects
Abdullah Al-Hakim and Taha Ali
escaped six months after their arrest
for plotting terrorist attacks. They are
members of Al-Houthi’s Sana’a Cell, a
source told September Net. He added
that the suspects’ escape constitutes a
flagrant failure on the part of security
apparatuses.

Authorities detained Al-Hakim’s
father and Ali’s father and brother
based on substantial evidence that
they helped the suspects escape.

Mediations to end Sa’ada fighting failed

JMP demand reshuffling of SCER

SANA’A — The Yemeni Football
Federation (YFF) Temporary Committee
took firm penal procedures – including
fines totaling 100,000 Yemeni Riyals –
against teams refusing to join 2006 pre-
mier league tournaments, official media
reported Thursday. Previous match
results were counted in favor of teams
that joined the tournament.

According to sporting officials, no
match has been delayed or halted since
the tournament’s beginning, except
between Tawen Baadan and Shabab Al-
Jeel.

The Ahli Sana’a, Hilal Hodeida, Sa’ab
Ibb, Sha’ab Hadramout, Al-Yarmouk,
Hassan, Al-Rashid and Tadhamun
Shabwa clubs have boycotted the tourna-
ment, while other clubs refused to partic-
ipate in matches that began Jan. 19. The
second week’s matches are expected to
be canceled, as the timetable involves
teams boycotting the tournament.

YFF Chairman Sheikh Ahmad Saleh
Al-Eisi and Shawqi Ahmad Hayel,
Businessman and Chairman of Al-Saq
Club, met the Minister of Youth and
Sports to discuss disputes between the
Yemeni football teams and suggest pos-
sible solutions, sporting officials report-
ed.

Penal
procedures
imposed on

teams boycotting
tournament

SANA’A, Jan. 29 — The Sana’a
University Staff Syndicate refused
administration’s demand to impose
pledges on staff members.

In a statement Saturday, the syndi-
cate described the pledges as violating
the simplest legal and constitutional
rights of staff and their assistant lectur-
ers. They also considered it a personal
insult, expressing concern that it could
lead to institutional collapse.

The statement said ignoring and
postponing the legal right of more than
500 staffers to receive remaining
unpaid salaries is irresponsible treat-
ment. It also said that ordering others
to sign pledges to receive remaining
salaries reveals indecent treatment that
will trigger crises. The statement noted
that continual staff treatment such as
slander, humiliation and extortion
recently has increased.

The Yemen Times received a copy of
a letter sent by Sana’a University
Deputy Rector Dr. Ahmed Al-Kibsi
asking college deans to force staff to
sign pledges to abide by university reg-
ulations. It also demanded first and
second semester timetables and lecture
hours be sent. The letter said the
pledges and other demands would be
sent to civil service in order to approve
remaining unpaid salaries.

Sana’a University Staff Syndicate
refuses “irresponsible” pledges
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ALFAO EST. TRADING & AGENCIES 
AL-HAJ MACHINERIES & AUTOMOBILES

Now you can make your dream come true by having a special car at a competi
tive price and pay in installments according to your ability. This fact is one of 
the advantages of an entire policy to make the Chinese vehicles and machineries 
prevail in the Yemeni market with eligibility and top quality, as well as durabil
ity of performance in harsh topography. Such products cannot be challenged, 
rather they represent what is modem, new and with top quality.
As stated by Alfao Est. Trading & Agencies- Alhaj Machineries and Automo
biles, its strategic vision is to attain the lead in the market and be the best in 

terms of offering products and services to meet customer demands and keep 
them happy. The establishment offers products with top quality and competitive 
prices.

The Establishment has a list of goals to be reflected in the provision of machin
eries and automobiles contributing in the national development. It also fulfills 
ambitions of low-income people to own suitable cars. The Establishment works 
hard to make its imports present in the Yemeni market and open a number of 

typical car showrooms.

On the New Year’s occasion, Alfao Est. Trading & Agencies- Alhaj Machineries 
and Automobiles organized a promotional festival for its products. The event 
was attended by ministers, senior government officials, businessmen and media 
personnel. The festival represented a suitable opportunity for popularizing the 
Chinese vehicles and machineries and to introduce people to this unique world 
of Chinese Automobiles and International Companies.

Secretary-General of the Capital inaugurates the Festival
AL-HAJ MACHINERIES & AUTOMOBILES AGENCIES

Al-Haj Agencies: Yemeni-Chinese Partnership to serve 
development in Yemen.

About the festival and the occasion, 
Ahmad Mohamed Al-Kuhlani, Min
ister of State and Secretary-General 
of the Capital said:
“ Today we celebrate the inaugu
ration of the new car showroom 
belonging to a famous business
man- Mohamed Saeed Al-Haj.” The 
showroom contains various prod
ucts, of transportation means and 
heavy machineries. We have already 
realized that the Chinese industries 
proved accuracy, durability and real 
competition.

“We encourage all investors to open 
the horizons of cooperation and 
strategic partnership with interna
tionally famed companies to serve 
the process of development in our 
beloved country.” He added.

Al-Kuhlani emphasized on the im
portance of providing maintenance 
workshops and spare parts to meet 
the demands of citizens, particularly 
those of limited income. He noted 
that it is necessary for the establish
ment to offer post-sale services- as 
he commented: “We congratulate 
Ahmad Al -Haj for his giant estab
lishment.”

Secretary-General of the Capital 
added: “The company’s care for 
selling cars in installments adds to 
its fame and encourages people of 
limited income to buy cars. The Es
tablishment has started its marketing 
policy and the implementation of its 
sales program in installments, and 
we wish it the best of success and 
prosperity.”
INTERNATIONAL PARTNER
SHIP
In the same context, Qais Al-Haj, 

General Manager of the Establish
ment delivered a speech on behalf 
of the Chairman of the Board of 
Directors in which he welcomed the 
visiting guests saying: 
“Our respectable guests, we are 
pleased to extend our gratitude and 
thanks to you for accepting our invi
tation and joining us in our celebra
tion. Welcoming a new year of our 
establishment that continues to move 
toward the best.”

“We take this opportunity to convey 
to our wise leadership and the 
Yemeni people our sincere congratu
lations and highest compliments on 
celebrating the advent of the New 
Year.”

In his speech, Qais Al-Haj added: 
“since the Alfao Establishment was 
inaugurated in 1988, we have been 
adopting effective and efficient 
strategies to address the demands of 
development and improvement, as 
well as to be in harmony with the 
modern scientific systems and its

applications.
The establishment has become a gi
ant company embracing well-quali
fied human resources from Yemen 
and other Arab countries and is 
enjoying regional and international 
relations that positively contribute 
to the selection of real economic 
activities.” Such economic activities, 
he noted, are expected to serve our 
beloved country and our wise politi
cal leadership, mainly HE President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh for building 
civilization and prosperity of Yemen.

“Our Establishment could open 
horizons of cooperation with profes
sional international establishments 
and companies whose products are 
distinguished with top quality. We 
do this in order to meet demands 
of customers in different industrial, 
service, constructional and agricul
tural sectors.

He further went on: “The achieve
ments reached by our Establish
ment have been manifested in the 
expansion of its share in the local 
and international markets. Increasing 
the sales rate makes us in front of a 
great accountability and responsibil
ity toward our society and country. 
Such achievements have their direct 
effect on our strategic plans for the 
next phase and in the real-life situ

ation. We are committed to fulfill 
expectations of our customers and 
make them happy. We continue 
implementing directives of the wise 
leadership for the sake of driv
ing forward Yemen’s progress and 
advancement and we will work on 
fulfilling ambitions of the Yemeni 
consumer through flooding the lo
cal market with different types of 
transportation means and heavy 
machinery.”

“It is our pleasure to draw atten
tion of our respectable guests and 
customers that we have just started 
new economic and service activities. 
Among which is the inauguration 
of brick and tile-making factories 
with the use of modern technique 
and machinery. In addition, we offer 
petroleum-related services for local 
and foreign companies and introduce 
oil products with top quality from 
international reputable companies.

Al-Haj Establishment is an Impor
tant Partner
For his part, the Chinese Commer
cial Attache in Sana’a said: “In this 
festival, we congratulate Al-Haj Est., 
which is the real partner of Chinese 
companies. I use this opportunity 
to congratulate the Establishment 
on the advent of the New Year- 
2006- and confirm the continuity of 

developing mutual cooperation in 
the future.

Commenting on the festival
Mohamed Qaflah, Deputy Chairman 
of Trade and Industry Chambers 
General Union said in the Festival: 
“On behalf of the Trade and Industry 
Chambers General Union, I com
mend on the festival and we expect 
the new year-2006- to see economic 
openness, continued development 
and expansion of partnership be
tween the Yemeni private sector and 
the international private sectors. We 
hope such wonderful activities to be 
an initial step for working on what 
serves future of the country and 
upgrades the role of private sector in 
development."

Better image
The Establishment organized a 
tour for the attendants and media 
personnel to view sections of the 
cars showroom and their contents. 
Mohamed Saeed Al-Haj, Chair
man of the Board of Directors, 
at the Establishment, presented a 
detailed explanation on the qualities 
and characteristics of machineries 
and automobiles of the Establish
ment which were introduced to the 
Yemeni market.
He clarified: “We hope to please our 
highly regarded customers from the 

government and private sectors by 
telling them that we care for select
ing professional companies in car 
industries to be our agents.
We reached agreements with some 
Chinese companies that represent 
reputable American and European 
companies. Having glorious history 
and successful achievements in the 
production of cars with German 
and American design according 
to international quality standards 
and competitive prices.” He added: 
"Nowadays, our customers from 
different social classes can have cars 
with modern specifications and pric
es fitting their income on the base 
of sale-in-installments mechanism 
ranging between 4-5 years. We offer 
our customers authentic warranties 
and post sale services through the 
maintenance departments in the Est., 
which have introduced highly-quali
fied engineers and technicians, and 
equipped the maintenance units with 
distinctive machineries and means. 
ALFAO Est. Trading & Agencies 
and through its strategic branch 
- ALFAO FOR INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE, in SHANGHAI, CHINA 
is also capable of supplying all kinds 
of customers' orders and in idstinc- 
tive abilities. ALFAO EST. is divided 
in to four essential groups:
1. Heavy Machineries Dept.
2. Automobiles, Truck and low- bed 
trailers Dept.
3. Electric Generators Dept.
4. Oil Services Dept.

The most distinctive feature about 
ALFAO EST. is that it provides 
2000 hrs. or 14 months warranty 
on heavy machineries and trucks or 
which ever is prior. It also provides 
warranty on cars, is 36 months or 
60000 km on automobiles. ALFAO 
has its central work shops in addi
tion to several mobile workshops 
which are available at any place or 
time in the Republic of Yemen. We 
are also Sole Agents for Yanma Gen
erators of which we could provide our 
customers with variety of general
generators and mobile generators, in 
different capacities. It produce for 
Cat. Cumins, Perkins.
“We have the intention to be real 
partners in the process of develop
ment which our beloved country 
witnesses, and this is why we offer 
machineries and automobiles of dif
ferent types to serve sectors who are 
involved in the main infrastructure 
of development.

ALFAO INTERNATIONAL OIL 
SERVICES & ENGINEERING 
CONSULTATION, which is a 
branch of ALFAO EST., is the 
Sole Agent and Representative for 
CHINA NATIONAL CHEMI
CAL CONSTRUCTION CORPO
RATION [CNCCC], which is an 
export-oriented group company 
directly under the central enter
prise working commission, who 
mainly involves in chemical indus
try and petrochemical products 
with integration of engineering 
design, contracting service, ware
housing and various services such 
as oil services, oil exploration, oil 
rigs, oil construction...etc. We are 
also Agents for SHANTUICHIK
CLASS LUBRICATING OIL.

Head Office Nawakshoot St.

Aser Stores Amman St. Branch

Secretary-General 
of the Capital

"We congratulate Al- 
Haj Est.

for its distinctive busi
ness and wish ALFAO 

Est. the best of suc
cess and prosperity."

Mohammed Saeed 

Al-Haj Chairman of 

the Board of Directors

"We feel a total commit
ment in being a private 
sector that should play 

an influential role in the 
economic development 

of Yemen."

Qais Al-Haj
General Manager
"We offer distinctive 

services, and we have the 
ability to meet needs 
of different sectors."

Address: Sana’a, Nawakshot St., Industrial Zone. Phone: 468884/5, Fax: 468886, Website: www.alfao.com, Email: alfaoest@yemen.net.ye 
Shanghai Office: 00862168871425/475, Fax: 00862168871537

http://www.alfao.com
mailto:alfaoest@yemen.net.ye
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GAZA (Reuters) - Hamas and
Fatah gunmen exchanged fire on
Friday amid political turmoil as the
long-dominant Fatah faction was
threatened with a violent backlash
from within after its crushing election
defeat by the Islamic militant group.

Hamas, whose shock
parliamentary election victory
changed the face of Palestinian
politics and plunged Middle East
peacemaking deeper in limbo, said it
would hold talks soon with President
Mahmoud Abbas on a "political
partnership". But Fatah leaders have
rejected a coalition with Hamas.

The United States said it will
review funding to the aid-dependent
Palestinians if Hamas enters
government and Israel suggested it
could suspend customs revenue
transfers, adding economic
uncertainty to the political upheaval.

Some 20,000 Fatah supporters took
to the streets in angry protests across
the Gaza Strip, burning cars outside
the Palestinian parliament building
and firing rifles in the air. Some
Hamas posters were ripped down by
the crowd, which burned tires in the
streets.

Acknowledging Hamas's new
standing as a political powerhouse,
Abbas told reporters: "We are
consulting and in contact with all the
Palestinian groups and definitely, at
the appropriate time, the biggest
party will form the cabinet."

The militant al-Aqsa Martyrs
Brigades, part of Fatah, issued a
statement threatening to "liquidate"
the faction's leaders if they changed
their minds and joined a Hamas-led
administration.

At separate rallies, thousands of
Hamas backers celebrated their
surprise victory.

While Fatah leaders have called for
a peaceful transition of power, bad
blood runs deep between the secular
and Islamist rivals. Many Hamas
gunmen still harbor resentment over
crackdowns by Palestinian security
forces amid peace overtures by
Abbas to Israel, which has sought a
clampdown on armed groups.

In the first armed clash between
Hamas and Fatah militants since
Wednesday's vote, three people were
wounded in a gun battle near the
southern city of Khan Younis.

In later flare ups there, Hamas
gunmen and Palestinian security
forces exchanged fire in Khan

Younis, wounding a Hamas gunmen
and two security officers.

Security sources said a further two
policemen were wounded when
masked gunmen, wearing trademark
green Hamas headbands, fired at a
patrol car, underscoring the
difficulties ahead.

With Middle East peace talks
frozen since 2000, Israel ruled out
negotiations with any Palestinian
administration involving Hamas,
which is sworn to Israel's destruction
and has been behind dozens of
suicide bombings.

At the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland, Israel threw into
doubt its willingness to continue the
transfer of monthly customs revenues
totaling tens of millions of dollars to
the Palestinian Authority. The money
is needed to help pay salaries for
135,000 government employees.

Compounding the Palestinian
Authority's worries, the United States
said it will review "all aspects" of its
aid programs to the Palestinians if
Hamas is in the government.

"To be very clear, we do not
provide money to terrorist
organizations," said State
Department spokesman Sean
McCormack.

Divided opinion
An opinion poll in Israel's Yedioth
Ahronoth newspaper showed 48
percent of Israelis favored talking to
a Hamas-led Palestinian government,
while 43 percent were opposed.

Israel holds a general election on
March 28 and interim Prime Minister

Ehud Olmert, whose centrist Kadima
party is the front-runner, has hinted at
unilateral moves to set a border with
the Palestinians on Israeli terms.

Israel has already pulled its settlers
out of the Gaza Strip without
negotiations, citing the current
Palestinian government's failure to
rein in militants.

"In the Gaza disengagement, Israel
opened a window of opportunity.
With these elections, the Palestinians
have slammed it shut," Israeli
Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni said in
Tel Aviv.

Speaking in Damascus, Moussa
Abu Marzouk, a senior Hamas
official, said the movement had a
"clear vision for a government of
unity -- one in which everyone joins".

But thousands of Fatah supporters,
who held protests across Gaza,
rejected any coalition with Hamas
and called on Fatah's veteran
leadership to resign over the debacle.
"Corrupt Fatah leaders who caused
the election defeat must resign. Fatah
must renew itself," one protester
shouted through a loudspeaker.

Hamas's capture of 76 seats in the
132-member parliament -- against 43
for Fatah -- was widely seen as a
political earthquake in the Middle
East, triggered by voter anger at
Fatah over corruption and the failure
of peace efforts.

Hamas has mostly respected a
truce for nearly a year, but says it will
not give up its guns or its charter
demand for an Islamic state to
encompass Israel, the West Bank and
Gaza.

Hamas, Fatah gunmen
battle over election results

Fatah supporters demonstrate against election results in the West Bank city
of Hebron, January 27, 2006. REUTERS

BERLIN (Reuters) - Two Germans
held hostage in Iraq appeared in a video
on Friday urging their government to
help secure their release and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel vowed to do
everything in her power to free the
men.

The recording, aired by Arabic news
broadcaster Al Jazeera, showed the pair
kneeling in front of four masked gun-
men.

Their voices were inaudible, but Al
Jazeera said the video, which had a date
stamp of January 24, the day of their
abduction, showed the two men urging
Berlin to help secure their release.

German Foreign Minister Frank-
Walter Steinmeier told reporters the
footage was "devastating".

Merkel said all of Germany had been
"deeply moved by the images" and
vowed the government "will do every-
thing it can to bring our fellow country-
men home safely, unharmed and
healthy."

Germany's foreign intelligence serv-
ice, the BND, was analyzing the
footage, though a spokesman declined
to comment on any conclusions BND
analysts might have reached.

Iraqi security forces have set up
checkpoints, circulated descriptions of
the two engineers and made contact
with local tribal leaders to help identify
the kidnappers, a spokesman for the
U.S.-Iraqi Joint Coordination Center in
Tikrit, Iraq said.

Al Jazeera said the tape was received
from a group that calls itself the
Brigade of Ansar al-Tawhid Wa-Sunna.
The group did not make any demands
through the recording.

The word "al-Tawhid" is well known
in Germany because of the "al-Tawhid
trial" of Islamist militants at a
Duesseldorf court that ended last year.

But a security source said the kidnap-
pers appeared more probably to be sup-
porters of former Iraqi leader Saddam
Hussein. "We guess they're more likely
to be Baathists," the source said.

Upsurge in kidnappings
The two engineers -- identified in
German media reports as Rene
Braeunlich and Thomas Nitzschke --
were abducted on Tuesday outside their
workplace in the Iraqi industrial town
of Baiji, 180 km (110 miles) north of
Baghdad.

At least six gunmen in two unmarked
cars grabbed the two men just outside a
detergent plant in an industrial complex
around Iraq's biggest oil refinery.

U.S. patrols suffer almost daily road-
side bomb attacks in the area, which
also attracts criminal gangs because of
the oil refinery.

There has been an upsurge in kidnap-
pings of foreigners in the past three

months. Over 200 foreigners and thou-
sands of Iraqis have been abducted
since the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in
2003. Most foreign hostages have been
released, but 54 are known to have been
killed; dozens are still believed to be
held.

Last month German archaeologist
Susanne Osthoff was released after
being held hostage in Iraq for three
weeks. German media reports have
cited unnamed diplomats as saying that
Berlin paid the kidnappers $5 million
for Osthoff's release.

Two days after Osthoff's release,
Germany freed a Hizbollah member
jailed for life in 1985 for the murder of
a U.S. Navy diver. Berlin has denied
any connection between the two events.

The German government has asked
journalists to avoid speculation about
possible ransom payments so as not to
encourage financially motivated abduc-
tions.

German Iraq hostages urge
Berlin to help free them

Crisis center staff at the foreign ministry in Berlin consult a map of Iraq, Jan.
24. REUTERS

BEIRUT (Reuters) - U.N. Legal
Counsel Nicolas Michel discussed
with top Lebanese officials on Friday
ideas for the creation of an
international court to try anyone
charged with the killing of a former
Lebanese prime minister.

Michel, who arrived in Beirut on
Thursday, said he consulted the
officials on ways the world body
could help in setting up a court "with
an international character" as
requested by the Lebanese
government last month.

"My presence here is to carry out
these consultations... which we hope
would be fruitful," Michel told
reporters.

No one has yet been indicted in the
killing of Rafik al-Hariri in a truck
bomb in Beirut in February but a
U.N. investigation has already
implicated senior Syrian officials and
their Lebanese allies in the murder.

Lebanon has also detained a
number of individuals identified as
suspects. Syria has repeatedly denied
any role in the killing which stirred
anti-Syrian protests in Lebanon and
set in train events that brought
withdrawal of Syrian troops from
Lebanon.

The lawyer held separate talks with
President Emile Lahoud, Prime
Minister Fouad Siniora, Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berri and the
ministers of foreign affairs and

justice.
A statement from the presidential

palace said Lahoud expressed during
the talks "his hope that a formula for
the court would be reached quickly".

"The Lebanese are unanimous on
the necessity to reach to the whole
truth (of who killed Hariri), though
their views sometimes differ on the
shape of the judicial body that should
handle the trial," it quoted Lahoud as

saying.
The 15-nation council, in a

resolution adopted last month,
authorized U.N. staff to help Beirut
determine the nature and scope of
assistance.

Michel is also looking at whether
the U.N. Hariri inquiry should be
expanded to probe a wave of deadly
bombings in Beirut since Hariri's
death.

UN lawyer meets Lebanon 
officials on Hariri court

U.N. Legal Counsel Nicolas Michel (L) leaves the Beirut office of Lebanese
Prime Minister Fouad Siniora in Beirut Jan. 27. REUTERS

Bush urges full probe 
of Hariri murder

WASHINGTON (Reuters) -
President George W. Bush called on
Friday for a “full and firm” investi-
gation of the assassination of former
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik al-
Hariri in which Syrian officials have
been implicated.

With Hariri’s son Saad at his side
in the Oval Office, Bush also said the
United States wanted to see Lebanon
“free of Syrian intimidation.”

No one has yet been indicted in the
killing of Hariri in a truck bomb in
Beirut almost a year ago, but a U.N.
investigation has implicated senior
Syrian officials and their Lebanese
allies.

Lebanon has also detained a num-
ber of individuals identified as sus-
pects. Damascus has denied any role
in the murder which stirred anti-
Syrian protests in Lebanon and set in
motion the withdrawal of Syrian
troops from Lebanon.

“The American people mourn the
loss of your dad,” Bush said. “It’s
very important for the investigation
into your dad’s death to go forward.
We expect there to be a full and firm
investigation and the people who are
responsible for your dad’s death need
to be held to account.”

U.N. Legal Counsel Nicolas
Michel discussed with top Lebanese
officials on Friday ideas for the cre-
ation of an international court to try

anyone charged with Hariri’s killing.
Bush, who has made promoting

democracy in the Middle East a cor-
nerstone of his foreign policy agen-
da, said he and Hariri discussed their
“mutual desire” for Lebanon to be
free.

“Free of foreign influence, free of

Syrian intimidation, free to chart its
own course,” the president added.

Hariri, a member of Lebanon’s
parliament, told reporters later he
was trying to arrange an internation-
al donors’ conference for Lebanon.

“We’re working on setting the date
and I hope we’ll get it soon,” he said.

U.S. President George W. Bush meets Lebanon's parliamentary majority
leader Saad al-Hariri, the son of murdered former Lebanese Prime Minister
Rafiq al-Hariri, in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington January
27. REUTERS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The
U.S. Senate on Friday unanimously
passed a resolution condemning Iran
for its nuclear program and backing
efforts to report it to the U.N. Security
Council.

The resolution, approved by a voice
vote, cites Iran's "many failures ... to
comply faithfully with its nuclear non-
proliferations obligations."

It "strongly urges" the International
Atomic Energy Agency at its special
meeting on Thursday to refer Iran to
the U.N. Security Council over suspi-
cions it is secretly trying to develop
atomic bombs.

The resolution also calls on all
Security Council members, particular-
ly Russia and China, to "act expedi-
tiously" to deal with Iran's suspected

noncompliance with the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty.

The United States, Britain, France,
Russia and China, the five veto-wield-
ing powers of the 15-member Security
Council, plus Germany plan to meet in
London on Monday to try to resolve
differences over whether to send Iran
to the council. Russia and China to
date have opposed a formal referral.

US Senate passes 
resolution condemning Iran
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CARACAS, Venezuela (Reuters) -
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez
warned on Friday he could jail U.S.
Embassy officials caught spying after
accusing them of links to Venezuelan
officers suspected of espionage for the
Pentagon.

The charges of U.S. spying are the
latest test of relations between the
United States and Chavez, a fierce crit-
ic of Washington who wants to bring
socialist revolution to the world’s fifth-
largest oil exporter.

Chavez, a close ally of communist-
run Cuba, calls U.S. President George
W. Bush “Mr. Danger” and has often
charged Washington with planning to
overthrow him since he survived a
2002 coup he says was backed by the
U.S. government.

“We have uncovered a case, another
espionage case,” Chavez told an audi-
ence at a World Social Forum event
where he was joined by peace activists
and Cuban National Assembly Speaker
Ricardo Alarcon.

“I warn the U.S. government ... the
next time we detect an officer or a civil-
ian official, above all U.S. military offi-
cers, trying to get information from our
armed forces, we’re going to lock them
up,” he said.

Venezuelan authorities said on
Friday authorities had “confidential
evidence” that U.S. Embassy staff were
involved with a group of Venezuelan
military officers accused of passing
state secrets to the U.S. Defense
Department.

A U.S. Embassy spokesman said on
Friday, “We still have received no offi-
cial contact from the Venezuelan gov-
ernment on that matter. We are in the
dark as to what the details of the
charges are.”

U.S. officials say Chavez’s allega-
tions of plots are populist rhetoric
meant to shore up his support among

poor voters. His critics at home and in
Washington portray him as an increas-
ing threat to democracy in Venezuela
and overseas.

Earlier this week, Vice President Jose
Vicente Rangel said several low-rank-
ing officers had been discovered hand-
ing secrets to the United States. A top
army commander on Thursday said the
U.S. Embassy was linked to the case.

Officials have not said how many
officers were involved or confirmed
that anyone has been detained. Military
authorities have said an investigation

was under way, but a navy spokesman
said he could not comment on the
probe.

Alonso Medina, an attorney for one
man detained in the investigation, said
his client, Jacinto Nouel, was a retired
firefighter and dentist held on charges
of spying and threatening the security
of the military.

The lawyer said the prosecutors
accused Nouel of ties to the U.S.
Embassy after he received documents
from his son-in-law — a retired
Venezuela naval officer — living in

Miami. Medina said the documents
were a CD-ROM with public informa-
tion about Spanish aircraft.

Venezuela clashed recently with the
United States over its purchase of
Spanish transport and maritime surveil-
lance aircraft as it modernizes its armed
forces through agreements with Russia,
Brazil and Spain.

U.S. officials blocked the sale of the
Spanish aircraft. Washington can veto
transfer of U.S. parts to third parties
and says it is worried Venezuela’s mili-
tary buildup may destabilize the region.

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (Reuters) -
After 10 days of relative calm, Alaska’s
Augustine Volcano roared back to life
late on Friday, shooting a cloud of ash
40,000 feet into the sky.

It was the 10th explosion since
January 11, when the 4,134-foot
(1,260-meter) volcano in southern
Cook Inlet began an eruptive phase,
reported the Alaska Volcano
Observatory, a joint federal-state office.

As of late Friday, there were no
reports of ash settling onto any of the
nearby communities, but some was
expected to drift onto Kodiak Island,
southeast of the peak, said Janet
Schaefer, a geologist with the volcano
observatory.

Because it was dark when the erup-
tion occurred, the ash was not visible to
casual observers, she said. “We do see
from satellite imagery that the ash
cloud is moving southeast,” she said.

Augustine is located about 175 miles
southwest of Anchorage. The conical-
shaped peak forms its own uninhabited
island in Cook Inlet, the channel that
runs from the Anchorage area to the
Gulf of Alaska. It is the most active of
Cook Inlet’s volcanoes.

Despite more than a week of quiet,

experts had anticipated another erup-
tion at Augustine, Schaefer said.
Seismic activity had been building at
the site. “We knew something was
coming up shortly,” she said.

Before this month, Augustine’s pre-

vious eruptive periods occurred in 1986
and 1976. The current activity “is look-
ing a lot like what happened” in those
years, with a series of explosive erup-
tions interspersed with days of quiet,
Schaefer said.

SHANGHAI (Reuters) - China has
lifted the quarantine on the last of 33
areas that had reported outbreaks of
bird flu, the official Xinhua news
agency said.

The Ministry of Agriculture
approved the ending of quarantine on
Friday in an area of southwestern
Guizhou Province after no new cases
were reported for 21 days.

No poultry had been allowed into or
out of the area during the quarantine
period. Markets had been closed and

infected birds, or those suspected of
being infected, culled.

A Chinese woman died of bird flu
this week, the seventh person to die
from the disease in the mainland since
November.

No outbreaks of bird flu in poultry
have been confirmed in the area of
Sichuan Province where this latest vic-
tim lived.

Bird flu has killed at least 83 people
worldwide since it re-emerged in late
2003, according to World Health

Organization figures.
Millions of poultry have been killed

to prevent the spread of the disease,
which can be passed to humans through
contact with sick birds. Experts worry
that the H5N1 virus could mutate to
spread easily among humans, leading
to a global pandemic.

In Hong Kong, the Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation Department
said it was conducting further tests on a
dead oriental magpie robin to confirm a
suspected case of H5 avian influenza.

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan
(Reuters) - Taliban insurgents have
torched three schools in a restive south-
ern province of Afghanistan, the latest
attacks in the militants’ campaign
against the U.S.-backed government
and its efforts to promote education.

The three newly built schools, where
1,000 boys and girls studied, were gut-
ted on Friday night in different parts of
Nawa district in Helmand province,
said provincial education chief
Mohammad Qasim.

“I can say that the Taliban were
behind this,” Qasim told Reuters on
Saturday, adding that no one was hurt
in the attacks.

Taliban spokesmen were not imme-
diately available for comment.

The Taliban banned girls from school
during their rule, which ended when
they were ousted by U.S.-led forces in
late 2001 after the Islamists refused to
hand over Osama bin Laden, architect
of the September 11 attacks on the
United States.

Since then, insurgents battling U.S.
and government forces have launched
numerous attacks on schools and teach-
ers, including deadly attacks in recent
weeks in Helmand, where British
troops will soon be based.

Suspected Taliban gunmen dragged a
teacher from his classroom and shot
him at the gates of his school in
December after he had ignored warn-
ings to stop teaching boys and girls,
officials said.

In a separate attack, also in
December, gunmen shot and killed an
18-year-old male student and a guard at
another school in Helmand. The gun-
men opened fire on teachers and said
they would be killed unless the schools
were shut down, police said.

In Zabul province, also in the south,
a teacher was dragged from his home
and beheaded last month.

Dozens of people, most of them
civilians, have been killed in a wave of
attacks — including 13 suicide bomb-
ings — across Afghanistan’s south and
east in recent months.

The government blames Taliban
fighters and their al Qaeda allies, say-
ing the militants want to frighten off
NATO members from a planned expan-
sion of their Afghan peacekeeping
force.

On Thursday Britain announced it
would send 3,300 more troops to
Afghanistan, bringing its total there to
5,700 after it takes over command of
the NATO mission in May.

TOKYO (Reuters) - Some 800
Japanese calling for an end to crimes
by U.S. military personnel marched in
protest on Saturday, a day after prose-
cutors indicted a U.S. sailor for killing
and robbing a 56-year-old Japanese
woman this month.

The demonstrators gathered in a
park near a U.S. naval base in
Yokosuka, south of Tokyo, and later
held a march nearby, Kyodo news
agency said.

“Not just in Yokosuka, but in cities
with bases such as Okinawa...there are
many incidents and accidents involv-

ing U.S. soldiers,” Kyodo quoted
Masahiko Goto, a lawyer who took
part in the demonstration, as saying. 

Japanese prosecutors on Friday
indicted Seaman William Reese, 21,
who was arrested this month on suspi-
cion of killing and robbing Yoshie Sato
on January 3 in Yokosuka. 

The incident has come at an awk-
ward time in U.S.-Japanese relations,
as Tokyo and Washington attempt to
hammer out a deal with local Japanese
communities to reorganise U.S. bases
in Japan in an attempt to make the U.S.
military more flexible.

A U.S. Geological Survey handout, photographed from the west, shows
Augustine volcanoʼs summit on Jan. 12. After 10 days of relative calm,
Alaskaʼs Augustine Volcano roared back to life late on Friday, shooting a
cloud of ash 40,000 feet into the sky. REUTERS

A U.S. Geological Survey handout, photographed from the west, shows Augustine volcanoʼs summit on Jan. 12. After
10 days of relative calm, Alaskaʼs Augustine Volcano roared back to life late on Friday, shooting a cloud of ash 40,000
feet into the sky. REUTERS

Alaska volcano erupts
after 10 days of quiet

Japanese march to protest
crime by US military

Taliban militants burn
down three Afghan
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Venezuela’s Chavez

warns US over spy case

China lifts quarantine in final bird-flu-hit area
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FFor us in Yemen, freedom of expression
has been a haunting issue for many,
especially journalists. The right to have a
say and the right to manifest one’s beliefs,
so long as these liberties fall within

ethical and moral boundaries, is an eternal quest.
However, some more developed countries already
enjoying such freedoms seem to be less responsible
about them. It’s like they have forgotten how hard it
is to avail such freedoms and now are testing new
boundaries.

I am saying this with regard to the Danish daily
newspaper, Jyllands-Posten, which last September
published 12 caricatures of the prophet Mohammed,
depicting him as a stereotypical Islamic terrorist.
Although the paper apologized for any offence
caused, it said it was testing the boundaries of
expression about Islam. “Our right to say, write,
photograph and draw what we want, within the
framework of the law, exists and must endure -
unconditionally!” the newspaper stated.

Are there any boundaries to freedom of
expression? Can one defame any cult or ethnic group
based on their beliefs and demean the group’s
ideology? What is the basis of freedom of expression
and does this freedom come with certain
responsibilities?

This assault resulted in a backlash from normal
citizens in the Muslim world, as well as from
governments. Eleven Muslim ambassadors, who
were refused a meeting with the Danish prime
minister, clearly voiced their resentment regarding
the newspaper’s act and to the Danish government’s
lack of action. However, just as Denmark has
freedom of the press, Muslims have freedom to buy
or not to buy. Hence, the Danish products were
boycotted in Saudi Arabia - which also recalled its
ambassador from Denmark - and the boycott spread
to other Muslim countries. Consequently, the
Confederation of Danish Industries now has appealed
to Jyllands-Posten to print an apology for having
commissioned the drawings.

Islamic tradition bars any depiction of the prophet
Mohammed (may peace be upon him), even
respectful ones, out of concern that such images
could lead to idolatry. In fact, our religion and our
culture prevent depiction of any prophets (may peace
be upon them) in any way. As developing countries,
we are struggling to avail the freedom of expression
claimed by the more developed world, but in the
process, let us keep in mind that such freedom comes
with responsibility, accountability and respect to
others. Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Editor-in-Chief

CCertainly, the recent parliamentary elections in
Iraq and this week’s Palestinian legislative
council elections have much that could be said
about them in many respects.  For one thing, the
fact that they took place at all in what are

considered Arab territories under occupation, with the general
belief that they were as fair and free as any election could ever
be under occupation, is really not saying much for the
“unoccupied Arab states”.  These “sovereign states” are still
denying their citizens the right to any semblance of free and
fair elections for any of their leaders or representatives in
Government and really this is not a very good situation to
swallow.  The fairness of the Palestinian elections is
demonstrated by the fact that Hamas, the more hated faction
by the Israeli occupier did, in fact win the majority and sent
the ageing Fath or Fatah Movement looking for ways to save
its face and position of leadership as the voice of the
Palestinians in their long and challenging fight against the
most aggressive and repressive occupier of all times in the
modern history of the Holy Land.  While the outcome of the
Iraqi Elections has yet to get the final stamp of approval from
the occupier, very few are crying that they have been cheated
out of any office entitlement and thus one can safely surmise
that the elections were indeed fairer than one has seen or
could hope to see in any of the Elections of the “Free” Arab
states.  This situation is indeed a mockery of the claims to the
liberties that the Arabs enjoy in the “independent” states they
live in and certainly tells most of the Arab populations that
somehow they are really being cheated.

For all intents and purposes all the talk of democracy and
freedom in the Arab World, outside the occupied territories, is
just that talk and no substance and a source of humiliation for
the citizens of these territories.  Yes, the occupied territories
are under a war environment per se and yes they are under-
going severe hardships in life and still live in an unpredictable
environment.  Nevertheless they have elected officials they
can now put to account, if they fail in delivering their prom-
ises to their voters and this is a magnificent, yes magnificent
leap in Arab political life.  This should have been forthcom-
ing to the many Arab states starting half a century ago, when
the great nationalistic movements that brought many of the
existing regimes to the helms of power in many of the Arab
states.  After all the factions that propped up these regimes
promised to return power to the people and replace the cruel
rule of colonial rule or despotic monarchies.  The fact is that
this never materialized and in some of the newly found inde-
pendent or progressive revolutionary states, one can easily
discern that life may have become even harsher than under
colonial rule.  

Having said that, it is noteworthy to mention that the results
of the Palestinian Elections clearly show that the Arabs of
occupied Palestine were going  to express their dissatisfaction
of Arab die hard orders as bluntly as possible, and the poor
showing of Fath is a remarkable example of how regimes or
factions can easily loose touch with their constituents and the
latter can easily loose faith and confidence in them.  Hamas
has shown itself to understand what it is that the Palestinians
really want and has in more than one way delivered directly
to the people, while displaying organization astuteness,
integrity and a true to commitment attitude.  An ongoing
direct interaction with the masses with charity and social
services has given Hamas the right to speak on behalf of the
Palestinians, in addition to a long list of martyrs, including a
large number from its top echelon leaders.  Without looking
closely at the way their adversaries are working, Fath and the
other established Palestinian factions failed to understand that
it is performance and results that really matter to the citizens
of a society and if the faction does not deliver or performs in
a manner that attracts respect from the constituencies they
claim to work for, then they might as well pack up  and leave.
That is indeed the essence of democracy and Fath had all the
chances and the resources to keep its prominence.  However
its inability to take on the fight in a manner that reflects sac-
rifice and a more transparent and accountable way of operat-
ing was bound to be costly when facing an adversary like
Hamas and when trying to establish the foundations of real
democratic Government.  Even the Israelis and their
American allies are at a loss in trying to cope with the new sit-
uation in the Holy Land and while they are screaming wolf
here and there, there is really no choice for them, but to try to
get Hamas to project a more “peaceful” stance.  What these
Western mentors have forgotten is that, for most Arabs and
especially Moslems, Islam is indeed the answer, because for
all intents and purposes, all the “secular” orders have been
total flops as leaders and managers of societies.  There were
no surprises in the Palestinian elections, but they should be
viewed as a signifying poll that the die hard but rather archa-
ic authorities that relied on corruption, the power of the gun
(against their own people), or foreign power recognition and
backing really have no place in the hearts of the Arab popula-
tions that make up their respective constituencies.

If anything could be said about the death of the heroic
Yasser Arafat is that he tried to keep his organization (at least
as far as he was concerned) as clean as possible, but such a
feeling must be transmitted throughout the organization.  No
one could doubt the dedication that Yasser Arafat had to his
people’s cause, but personal commitment that is not backed
by institutional astuteness, especially when there is an organ-
ization that has shown that indeed there is an alternative, is
bound to result in a debacle brought on by the people, who
after all really matter the most.  

One can then surmise that, with Fath characteristically far
better relatively speaking, most of the other existing Arab
regimes will face an even greater fiasco, if their constituen-
cies were to be given the chance to enjoy a fling with the bal-
lot box that they cannot touch or interfere with.  God forbid
that we have to wait for an occupying power to take over their
respective countries to give the rest of the Arabs the same
privilege as their Iraqi or Palestinian brothers.  But surely, the
present status quo is far from being healthy either.  

Hassan Al-Haifi has been a Yemeni political economist and
journalist for more than 20 years.

Testing the
boundaries of

freedom of
expression

The rate of population growth is an
extremely vital factor in the ability of
the country to successfully develop. It is
imperative that the government, Non
government organizations, the media,
educationists, and intellectuals join
hands to make it clear to families that a
large number of children is a burden
which neither the parents nor the
society can handle

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times TT
he General
P e o p l e ’ s
Congress (GPC)
performance has
emphasized that

it is an organization with a
political party characteris-
tics, living to the responsibil-
ity. It appeared to others as
possessing political intelli-
gence because it managed to
absorb the masses’ anger and
infused new bloods into its
entity. It has given the impres-
sion that it is acting within the circle of
modernization and change and that its
data are compatible with the democrati-
zation it has introduced in its literatures
and programs for modernization and
change. 

The local elections of April 2006
would widely open the gate to competi-
tion and would constitute an inlet that
must be prepared for ahead of the presi-
dential elections in September 2006. The
results of the Egyptian elections must be
studied and analyzed, as an important
experiment, while we are preparing for
the local and presidential elections.

Those who will possibly capture the
highest numbers of seats in the local
elections are going to be a weakening
factor for the ruling party and constitute

a major pressure and
opposition force chal-
lenging the party of
majority in its prepara-
tions for the presidential
elections as well as the
following parliamentary
elections in 2009. For
this reason the GPC must
carry out early prepara-
tion, especially because
many people would pre-
fer to give their votes to

opposition parties in defi-
ance of the GPC. They are aware that the
ruling party has committed many mis-
takes in dealing with concerns of the
people, particularly its failure to curb
expensive living, fight corruption, and
provide job opportunities for many
young graduates from universities and
institutes and increase wages proportion-
ate to average of inflation. This is not to
be considered an approach pursued by a
party. For how could it approve and
adopt a program and does not implement
it? How come to draw up plans and
would not carry them out? How would
the it ask the public to vote for it without
observing the simplest of their rights and
requirements for dignified life through
providing health care, security, curbing
of unemployment, fighting corruption

and inflation that has exhausted all
increases in wages and salaries?

The opposition parties can be able to
read variables taking place on the region-
al and international arenas and avoid
straying from the way. They can do that
through selection of elements for the
local council entertaining presence and
respect in the street to render that as a
practical approach to the presidential
elections and the parliamentary elections
in 2009. The opposition’s victory
through personalities having the power
of political giving with the highest stan-
dard of results, would serve the need for
modernization and change. Such a result
will deprive magnates of the old guard of
maintaining their positions, especially
after they had gone too far in committing
mistakes and taking advantage of the
public service.

We do not want the parties to stray
from the way or the ruling party to bene-
fit from their non-coordination and con-
sequently comes with a sweeping victo-
ry in the elections of the local councils.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Tarb is an economist
and a professor in Political Science and
an expert in administrative development.
He is the head of a number of profession-
al associations, such as the Arab Group
for Investment and Development.

By: Prof.
Abdulaziz al-Tarb

What happened in the GPC
7th conference in Aden?
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By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Where and how least expected:
Democracy at Work

OpinionOpinion

Comment on presidential
privileges editorial

IIadmire your courage for
writing the editorial in the

issue before last. The topic
was how Yemen’s leaders
ought to be proud of that
honor. I agree with you
completely. I love Yemen
very much and it makes me
sad when I visit to see the
dirty streets and potholes in
the roads and even the main
“highways.”

We have celebrated the
revolution’s achievements
for more than 40 years, yet
we have a country without
running water or reliable
electricity, even in the main
cities.

No wonder the leaders are
not proud. They have done
nothing to improve the
country. But they don’t need
to, though. They have beau-
tiful homes in the West,
where leaders are proud of
their countries and achieve-
ments.

They also may not be

proud because we did not
really elect them to their
positions.

Farouk Al-Samawi
fsamawi2006@hotmail.com

What we can do
for our country

AAUnited States President
once said, “Ask what

you can do for your country.
Ask not what your country
can do for you.” These are
the words of former
President John F. Kennedy
quoting historical and
respected Arab novelist
Khalil Gibran. 

This statement made me
wonder. I am a student in the
U.S. with dual citizenship.
How can I help my country
develop by being abroad?
Like many Yemenis, the
first thing we think about is
building a house back home
costing millions of riyals
and hundreds of thousands
of dollars. This obviously
will not have a great impact
on our economy. It is a good

idea to invest in the Yemeni
market, but without stabili-
ty, it is risky business.

My question is how can
we help our economy while
at the same time secure
funds we gather abroad?
The answer is a more stable
judicial system and law
enforcement, which I’m sad
to say are absent currently.

If there are people out
there reading this letter, my
cry to them is not to give up
on our country. Yemenis liv-
ing abroad are valued as
much as Yemenis living in
Yemen. Let us not only help
the people to which we
belong, but also build our
children’s future, so that
someday they might have
the opportunities in Yemen
that we had abroad.

Munib Althary
munib_ye@yahoo.com

Hopes for Yemen

IItruly believe Yemen
should be a police state

and all Yemenis should hand

over their weapons to the
government. Nobody is
going to invade Yemen. We
should scrap the Ministry of
Defence to save a lot of
money so we can build
schools, roads, hospitals and
educate our people to live
peacefully before it is too
late. Time is very precious
for the people of Yemen.

Farid Ashiblie
farid1939@aol.com

Women cannot
be better leaders

IIn an authentic hadith col-
lected by Al-Bukhari, the

Prophet Muhammad (sallal-
lahu alayhi wa sallam) said,
“People who appoint a
woman to be their leader
will never be successful.”
Therefore, our Prophet (sal-
lallahu alayhi wa sallam)
answered the question 1,400
years ago – women do not
make better leaders than
men.

Bander
tupac4eva_6@hotmail.com

Letters to the Editor

AAvery short
news story
on the kid-
napping of
tourists in

Yemen is enough to erase
the record of several years
of tourism and investment
promotion. Moreover,
well-organized efforts for
presenting such facts about
Yemen to international par-
ties do not really exist,
wherein the experiences of investors and
tourists in real-life situations is con-
veyed, which is vital to any promotional
program coming to fruition.

What Yemen does not need is a new
season of kidnappings similar to the
back-to-back abductions of three
Germans and five Italians in the New
Year’s opening days. However, the revo-
lution of anger by the government is not
enough to deal with a more complicated
phenomenon, which people differ in ana-
lyzing its causes and its solutions. 

Kidnappings are peculiar to the morals
and ethics of tribalism in particular and
Yemeni society in general. However,
they are a result of policies listed in the
current regiAme’s agenda. Such policies
are topped by neglecting and losing con-
trol of tribal areas, where inhabitants
take pride in bearing arms without
restrictions.

To secure stability and safety in such
areas, the government prefers tribal
sheikhs be responsible for such tasks,
rather than its presence. This deal is
advantageous to influential tribal
sheikhs, as the government intends to
meet such sheikhs’ demands in return for
ensuring static stability. By such stabili-
ty, the political regime protects itself
while citizens suffer its consequences.
Lack of public services in remote areas,

such as education, health
care, security and job
opportunities, compels
locals to misbehave in an
attempt to stain the govern-
ment’s image.

Boosting arms bearing
was a unified policy of
senior politicians, includ-
ing the President,
Parliamentary Speaker
Sheikh Abdullah Bin
Hussein Al-Ahmar and

Islah’s Shura Council Chairman, Sheikh
Abdulmajeed Al-Zandani. This policy is
not pursued privately; rather, senior offi-
cials take pride in themselves when
authorities grant them arms-bearing
licenses. In an interview with Al-Jazeera
television, President Saleh boasted his
ability to gather a million and a half
armed people within two days. Nothing
has changed since then and the draft anti-
arms-bearing law has been neglected in
Parliament’s cupboards.

With the majority of MPs, the ruling
party has the ability to enforce the law
but uses it instead to blackmail Sheikh
Al-Ahmar, who holds enthusiasm for
tribal traditions and arms-bearing.

Authorities now have realized that the
tribal community presents a great prob-
lem. The problem gets complicated in
central areas spanning Al-Jawf, Marib,
Shabwah and Abyan provinces, as well
as the northern province of Sa’ada, with
its harsh topography and unique tribal
style. For more than a year, Sa’ada has
witnessed fierce fighting between Al-
Houthi followers and military and secu-
rity forces.

It is clear that the spread of arms-bear-
ing and trade in Sa’ada governorate and
strong tribal affiliation constituted two
main factors in the eruption of continued
clashes. This is in addition to the spread

of Zaidi thought and ethics supported by
the government over the past 10 years in
order to shrewdly plot against other tar-
geted elements.

Over the past few years, Yemen’s gov-
ernment has tended to make a distinction
between security provided to the regime
and security provided to society. This
policy led to government negligence and
carelessness, which also helped accumu-
late instability factors and create lawless-
ness, the consequences of which are con-
fined only to society.

Taking preventive measures has
become a must, mainly after the two
consecutive kidnapping incidents of
German and Italian tourists this month.
The 1998 Kidnapping Law seems to
ensure enough legislation to deal with
the phenomenon, but limiting the gov-
ernment’s policy to penal procedures
will never change the situation. Any pre-
cautionary measures by police will be a
suitable substitute only if they represent
a series of other procedures.

Coupled with tourist kidnappings, the
phenomenon of arms-bearing in remote
tribal areas – where government control
seems absent – forms a suitable environ-
ment for terrorist groups. Additionally,
the situation creates a climate suitable
for arms trafficking to neighboring Saudi
Arabia and Somalia. The latter faces an
international resolution banning arms
import due to conflicting factions in its
territory.

In lieu of the above-said, we need a
wise policy to maintain security and sta-
bility. Such policy must focus on devel-
opment, banning arms-bearing and cre-
ating more job opportunities. It also must
boost party and civic organization activ-
ities instead of pressuring them, as is
happening nowadays.

Mustafa Ragih is a Yemeni journalist.

Yemen’s Kidnapping Environment

By: Mustafa Ragih



Al-Mithaq weekly,
organ of the
General People’s
Congress (GPC),
23 Jan.2006.

Main headlines
- PM: The government program this

year, the implementation of a group of
reforms approved by the GPC 7th con-
ference

- Under preparation, Smaller govern-
ment machinery working with effi-
ciency and effectiveness

- Islah party was skeptical about fair-
ness of elections to justify its defeat

- Would political parties agree on a cri-
terion for forming electoral commit-
tees?

- In encouragement of the private sector,
Building two oil refineries in
Hadramout and Hudeida, expansion of
Aden and Mareb refineries

- Shoura Council committee entrusted
with discussion of press draft law
begin their meetings

- Yemen welcomes Chinese investments,
enhancement of partnership of the two
countries
The newspaper’s editorial says some

of opposition parties continue their hos-
tile campaign against the General
People’s Congress just to discredit its sta-
tus and achievements, using a type of
language full of hatred and misleading
and provocation. They intend to draw the
GPC to a battle it does not want to be one
of its parties. The GPC’s real battle is
nowadays inside the field of develop-
ment and comprehensive reforms. All
affiliates of the GPC and masses of the
people should be conscious in the face of
those attempts that we had experienced
in the past and gained nothing from them
but loss, because they are in fact tools for
destruction not construction. 

The editorial maintains mentioning
that we have repeatedly and always sin-
cerely called upon our partners in the
political life to adopt together the best
options that support the process of mod-
ernization, change and reforms in the
society, and on our part our choice has
become clear and known. The GPC has
concluded its 7th conference to embark
on a new phase of tireless work and they
would not preoccupy themselves with
battles that some opposition parties try
drag the GPC to them. 

Those who try to hunt for small mis-
takes happening here and there as in any
society and work to exaggerate them and
use them in their hostile tendencies have
become clearly known to the people and
will not succeed in their pursuit.

Al-Shumou week-
ly, 21 Jan.2006.

Main headlines
- The American ambassador to Yemen

demanded giving the GSM third oper-
ator to an American company instead
of a Chinese

- Imminent movements for the arrest of

a number of personalities supporting
the rebellion

- Conspiracy targeting unity of the
Socialist Party, Observers emphasize
its parties are local and regional politi-
cal forces

- Suspicious clandestine contacts
between local societies and foreign
parties lead to boycott activities of
some of them

- Through hundreds of jobs provided by
its consulates around the world,
Washington courts the youth of Sana’a
and Riyadh 
In its editorial the newspaper says the

political variables on the ground,
whether at the local or the regional and
international levels, emphasize the
necessity of the national alignment to
encounter foreign interventions aiming at
disruption of the political life on the
Yemeni arena. Those interventions are
planned according to an agenda that it is
not to rule out its adoption of a strategy
working for dismemberment of the coun-
try into sectarian entities. The features of
this scheme could be observed through
what it seems an insistence on prolonga-
tion of the duration of al-Houthi rebellion
events in the country. If this presumption
has, according to viewpoints of some,
achieved a noticeable progress in that of
political appearance in media locally and
internationally to show its ability to cre-
ate factors of negotiations with the gov-
ernment side, some politicians see that a
gain for the rebellion politicians. They
see it like that despite of the data in the
military field do not qualify the rebellion
politicians and militias to just think of the
possibility of at a negotiating table. This
is a principle undermined by an
announcement of forming a committee
working to undermine rebellion con-
frontation with forces of the army
according to a principle of the stop of
more bloodshed. 

The loss of confidence between oppo-
sition parties and he ruling party repre-
sents one of the most important factors
supporting continuation of al-Houthi
rebellion activities, or any similar con-
spiratorial forces which try to implement
their plots against Yemen as a homeland
and people.

Minbar Al-Shoura
weekly, organ of
the Democratic
Union of People’s
Forces, 22
Jan.2002.
Main headlines

- Member of the elections supreme
commission Al-Jundi: Differences of
parties not objective, may cause
deprive them from participation in for-
mation of committees

- The president of the republic heads for
Germany for medical checking 

- Sheikh Al-Ahmar denies his running
for presidency, describes President
Bush and his ambassador to Sana’a as
reckless and hostile

- Official report discloses loss of mil-
lions of duties of educational services

- 170 woman organizations work in
Yemen

- Trial of employees accused of embez-
zlement of the Watani Bank

Writer Nizar Al-Abbadi writes an arti-
cle about the phenomenon of carrying
and possessing weapons in Yemen. He
says at present all circumstances of the
past that dictated carrying and possessing
weapons have disappeared and Yemeni
life changed into a different style of daily
dealing. This change presumes that it s
reasonable and logical to ask about the
reason why weapons are carried in the
markets and streets. It is to be wondered
why members of parliament insist to
reach the parliament building surrounded
by armed bodyguards as if they were
heading for a war front. The wonder is
also about the reason why some would
think they will lose respect and prestige
with the absence of weapons.  

One would be shocked at being
acquainted with statistics of the interior
ministry concerning the number of vic-
tims of weapons and the damage they
inflict on the society. Knowing of those
statistics will bring great anxiety of peo-
ple about their sons from a stray bullet
that could kill those children. 

What is strange is that all opposition
parties demand the government to
strengthen the sovereignty of the law and
order and a the same time they had boy-
cotted the popular activities held last
November demanding the passing of law
regulating carrying and possession of
weapons. Even the opposition media
kept silent towards that activity. No one
knows if weapons merchants were part
of the opposition ranks or not. 

It is astonishing that all consider the
issue of weapons as only a government
responsibility and not a general national
responsibility. All efforts should join
forces for curbing and regulating this
phenomenon and should insist on the
parliament to legally decide this ques-
tion. Media instruments are presently the
sole responsible for enlightenment about
this matter. They have to promote a new
civilized culture titled awareness, respect
of law, judiciary authority and social
peace of the Yemeni people. 

As-Sahwa weekly,
26 Jan.2006.

Main headlines
- International reports: Rima elections

were not free and decent
- The government decision concerning

Head of Judiciary Council, deception
for the international community

- Deputy American ambassador: Arab
regimes are slow in implementing
their laws and talk much

- More than ninety teachers demonstrate
in protest to abolishing their jobs
Columnist Zaid Ash-Shami discusses

in his article the work and tasks of the
Elections Supreme Commission in
Yemen, saying we have entrusted the
Commission with managing elections
and it is supposed to be impartial.
Nevertheless it is customary that the
commission is composed of representa-
tives of political parties where the major-
ity is for the ruling party. The commis-
sion has thus tended to be leaning to the

ruling party and shows bias in favor of
that party’s choices and interest.

Before any operation of registration of
electors and during formation of commit-
tees, there happens a dispute among the
parties and the commission on distribu-
tion of parties shares in the committees.
All parties show a theoretical agreement
on transparency and decency, but practi-
cally all that is not done. Nowadays the
dispute happens anew. The General
People’s Congress wants to dominate the
lion’s share whereas the opposition par-
ties demand for equilibrium. Regretfully
the elections supreme commission
adopts the visions the GPC chooses. 

As the political arena has developed
into two main aspects: the authority rep-
resented by the ruling party and the
opposition composing parties of the Joint
Meeting Parties. This does not mean
there are no others but they are mostly
with this or that side. The suggestion is
that the GPC takes a share of one third in
the commission and the opposition par-
ties altogether in the JMP get the second
third. The remainder third of representa-
tion could be given to people in judiciary,
university students, unemployed gradu-
ates or any social segment to be agreed
on. 

Ath-Thawri week-
ly, organ of the
YSP, 26 Jan. 2006.

Main headlines
- Because of its partiality to

the ruling party, JMP demands re-for-
mation of the Election Supreme
Commission

- JMP declares rejection of the Supreme
Commission’s formation of election
committees

- YSP secretary-General congratulates
Chile president 

- Woman sector of the YSP in Aden re-
organized 
Writer Mansour Al-Surouri tackles in

is article the problem of waters in Yemen,
saying it is one of the most irremediable
ones for a long time. All what the gov-
ernment has done with this regard is that
it had in 1998 prepared a national strate-

gy of waters and in 2003issued a law on
waters. 

The water security comes in the sec-
ond place after the national security and
occupies the first place among all devel-
opment sectors. 

Ninety percent of Yemen’s areas are of
dry climate with increased rates of
humidity. This means an increase in pro-
portion of evaporation accompanied with
big absorption of underground waters
and that to an increase in the average of
drop of annual subterranean waters level
in our country, from one to eight meters.

According to estimates of the World
Bank, there are 45 thousand artesian

wells exposed to danger due to absence
of modern management and because of
following backward methods, especially
in irrigation as well as non-existence of
programs for rationing water consump-
tion. Thus large quantity of underground
waters is threatened of loss. The policy
ignoring by the government of such a
dangerous problem and its tragic dimen-
sions is no longer convincing for the cit-
izens or of avail for a ruling regime the
first responsible for that and others. The
ruling regime has therefore to get ready
to bear its responsibility for the future
because the essence for life continuation
is water.
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TThe world has been stunned
by the landslide victory of
the Islamic movement of
Hamas. I have been watch-
ing and reading about the

international community response
commenting on the unprecedented
democratic event in the Arab region;
they all applauded the smooth way in
which the election was run without any
violence or fraud.  I was myself
impressed by this and the way Fatah
has responded to the announcement of
the results. The Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas and other officials of
Fatah have behaved in a way that has
commanded the respect of everybody
and has invited the appreciation of the
world towards this growing democratic
experience, despite all the obstacles.
The Palestinian Prime Minister Ahmed
Qura’e has also demonstrated a good
democratic example as he resigned
upon hearing the preliminary results
showing the victory of Hamas, asking
it to form cabinet. This is really
extraordinary in the Arab countries. I
have felt that democracy will no longer
be a luxury in the Arab countries and
that its future- in this region plagued
with oppression and tyranny for a long
time- can be promising.

This election result is, of course, a
good message to the Arab tyrannical
regimes that there will be no room for
them in the political spectrum of these
countries when the people are given
chance to practice real democracy. This
is because these people are now more
aware of the importance of their role in
making their future through choosing
their rulers through transparent and
free poll. This is the power of democra-
cy in producing a change into the life of
the people.  

The massive win of Hamas in
Palestine and the big achievements of
the Muslims Brothers in the last parlia-
mentary election in Egypt have shown
that the Arab people are fed up with
corrupt and oppressive regimes and
that they are ready to vote for even
extremist groups that can stand against
these regimes. In other words, the Arab
people are given two hard choices:
either to vote for corrupt regimes or
sometimes extremist groups. These
people are no more willing to vote for
corrupt regimes that have produced
nothing but poverty, unemployment
and further extremism and terrorism.
The Palestinians voted against corrup-
tion in all its form, poverty and unem-
ployment more than the peace process

with Israel. They have punished the
corrupt officials of Fatah and their
incompetence to breathe a new life into
their life. Surely, the same thing will
take place in any other Arab country if
there is fair and free election.

I think that the result of the
Palestinian election has confused the
international community and put
Hamas itself in a fix, taking into
account Hamas stand towards the
peace process with Israel and the stand
of the US and the Europe towards
Hamas. While the US President George
Bush said that they will not deal with
Hamas as far as it believes in the
destruction of Israel, the European
Union announced that they will deal
with the upcoming Palestinian govern-
ment whosoever. But, Bush has not lost
hope in the way to continue supporting
the Palestinians and the peace process,
depending on Abbas stay in power. 

I believe that isolating Hamas by the
West and the US will not lead to any
fruitful results and rather will incur fur-
ther terrorism which might go beyond
the Palestinian territories. I know that
the result of democracy can be some-
times bitter. However, we have to
accept its outcome. The choice of the
people must be respected and it is they
who should by the end evaluate the
ability of Hamas to meet and fulfill
their ambitions and demands or not.  

On its part, Hamas has to be prag-
matic, balanced and takes into account
the future of the Palestinians who
should not be put down. It has to be
responsible towards protecting the
interests of the Palestinian people at
large and consequently be open to the
international community. Hamas,
whose leaders have recently announced
that negotiation with Israel is not a
taboo, can not run the government
without having contacts with Israel. It
can not also run the government with-
out ending violence, testing the real
intentions of the Israelis to the peace
making process. Unless Hamas does
not do this, it will not only face chal-
lenges in dealing only with Israel and
the US, but also with Europe and the
rest of the world. It has also to start
fighting corruption and find out how to
improve the living conditions of the
people. 

The coming few days will truly test
the ability of the Islamic parties, whose
power is growing in the Arab countries,
to rule and cope up with the world cur-
rent affairs and live up to the chal-
lenges ahead. Let’s wait and see!

By: Zeeba Anarwala
Reporting from the United States 

JJames Yee, former Muslim
chaplain in the U.S. military
who was falsely accused of
espionage, spying and aiding
the prisoners at Guantanamo

Bay, Cuba,  described Thursday
(January 19)  in a speech at
Northwestern University near Chicago
how desecration of the Quran by
guards led some prisoners to attempt
suicide. He said that religion was used
in a “humiliating and degrading way”
at the military prison camp. Yee, a
third-generation Chinese American,
and graduate of the prestigious military
academy West Point, converted to
Islam in 1991. Yee was recognized in
the military for his outstanding service
and was sent to Guantanamo to serve
as a religious leader for the 660
detainees at the all-Muslim prison.
Approximately 85 to 115 Yemenis are
believed to be at Guantanamo.

When Yee first went to Cuba, he did
not know what his role would be. He
thought it was because the Army want-
ed to show they were sensitive to the

Muslim prisoners’ needs, and he would
serve as a showpiece. When he arrived
at Guantanamo, he became an adviser
to the command in Cuba. The com-
mand expected him to provide recom-
mendations for the prisoners’ treat-
ment, such as marking the direction of
the Kaba so they could pray and telling
the guards how to handle the prisoners’
copies of the Quran. Soon, however,
Yee learned that not only were the pris-
oners’ religious beliefs not respected,
he and other Muslim-American mili-
tary personnel were treated as the
“enemy,” by other personnel, and he
was subjected to derogatory comments
such as “Chinese Taliban.” 

Yee says the military’s ‘secret
weapon’ in Guantanamo was the use of
religion against the prisoners. Yee says
he witnessed many of these abuses
while other stories were related to him
by the prisoners. “I witnessed when
guards searched cells, they would vio-
lently shake the holy book, and some-
times the binding cracked” and the
pages would fall to the floor.
Furthermore, Yee says prisoners had
buckets in their cells to use as toilets
and the guards would routinely throw

copies of the Quran in the buckets
filled with urine and feces. To protest
these behaviors by the guards, many
prisoners went on hunger strikes. He
said the psychological torment the
detainees suffered from seeing the
Quran being treated so vilely, prompt-
ed some to resort to suicide. 

In addition, Yee detailed numerous
reports of female interrogators inap-
propriately touching the detainees dur-
ing questioning. Less known, accord-
ing to Yee, was that detainees were
forced to inappropriately touch the
female interrogators, Yee said. Female
guards routinely did pat down search-
es, a method Yee pointed out is not
even allowed in civilian prisons in the
United States. Yee also added that pris-
oners told him that they were forced to
sit in the middle of a satanic circle,
bow down and say, “Satan is my God
now, not Allah.” 

On his way home from Guantanamo
Bay for vacation, Yee was illegally
searched by customs officials at a U.S.
airport. Officials claimed Yee was car-
rying “suspicious documents” and
accused of spying, espionage, aiding
the enemy, mutiny and sedition—-all

crimes which carry the death penalty.
From the airport, Yee was transferred
to a maximum security prison where he
was in solitary confinement, with his
eyes and ears covered—-similar to
how the Guantanamo detainees were
treated while being flown to Cuba.
After 76 days Yee was released from
prison and eventually cleared of the
bogus charges, because the govern-
ment could not materialize a case
against him. In an investigative report
done by an American newspaper, an
anonymous source said the decision to
arrest Yee was made at the highest lev-
els of the U.S. government. 

In his speech, Yee did not mention if
the Muslim detainees resented him for
being part of a system that was system-
atically degrading and humiliating
them based on their religion.

After resigning from the military,
Yee has thought about serving as a
Muslim chaplain in civilian prisons
and giving dawah (inviting others to
Islam) to prisoners. Yee gives a
detailed account of his experiences at
Guantanamo in his new book “For God
and Country: Faith and Patriotism
Under Fire.”

Hamas Victory: Corruption
vis-à-vis Extremism

Muslim U.S. Army chaplain
describes life at Guantanamo prison

By: Mohammed Hatem al-Qadhi
mhalqadhi@hotmail.com
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Contract projects: breeding
ground for corruption

Report by: Mahyoub Al-Kamali

CContract projects and their
implementation by
entrepreneurs are
considered breeding
grounds for corruption,

wherein middlemen and beneficiaries
of contract deals are very active.
Additionally, project-allocated land
plot disputes are increasing and
negatively affecting society and
arousing uncertainty among investors
due to using weapons to settle these
disputes.

Most contracts and tenders are
service, development and other
projects forming the core of
infrastructure. Delay of their execution
by contractors, consequently halting
construction, under various pretexts
such as construction materials price
changes, requires compensation at the
state budget’s expense. Additionally,
some entrepreneurs implement projects
under specifications lower and less that
what was agreed in contracts, causing
much squander of funds allotted for
implementing projects.

The government recently has
become aware of this problem
hampering project implementation
timetables. Sana’a mayor Ahmed
Mohammed Al-Kuhlani emphasized
that companies acting fraudulently and
not committed to project execution will

be blacklisted and not given the
opportunity to implement future
projects.

At a Jan. 26 plenary meeting at the
capital secretariat’s public works office
to discuss progress and execution
levels of projects currently under
construction and some floundering
projects, Al-Kuhlani stressed that it is
important for engineers and executive
officials to shoulder their
responsibilities through field follow-up
of implemented projects. He added that
they must take legal measures against
any company breaching the contract
and its terms, calling for no delays in
paying financial dues to companies and
contract agencies.

The meeting also discussed topics
pertaining to progress in implementing

projects, as well as problems and
hindrances affecting normal execution,
such as absent supervising engineers
from implementing firms at most
project sites, equipment shortages and
some firms’ not presenting
implementation timetables.

Attendees concluded that projects’
main hindrances are unjustifiable
halting of work, inadequate
implementation and contract firms’
failure to affix traffic safety marks
during the project.

The matter of implemented capital
projects faltering is applicable to other
projects under construction in the free
zone. This situation negatively affects
the investment process, slows the
country’s growth progress and impedes
ability to attract local and foreign
capital for project management in an
investment environment where there is
a delay in projects designed to serve
investors.

Regarding the second impediment,
judiciary absence in settling land plot
disputes also affects the investment
situation. Disputing parties mostly
resort to using arms to settle problems,
which worries investors. One such
problem occurred in Taiz governorate.

Assistant governorate deputy
Mohammed Ahmed Al-Ansi addressed
a letter to the Taiz works director
demanding that he and the Rahda
works director quickly investigate
Khadir district, which he accused of
conniving with owners of previously
built estates and empty land in the
town of Rahda. The letter stated that
real estate owners had not obtained
licenses beforehand and not paid duties

calculated according to areas of
buildings to be built. According to the
letter, there were more than 48
violations against the Rahda works
office. Al-Ansi demanded the Rahda
works office quickly form a committee
of specialists to go to the town to carry

out legal procedures and take punitive
measures against the office director in
the light of investigation results.

Such violations occurred in a small
town like Rahda, whereas many more
occur in land disputes in Aden,
Hudeida, Sana’a, Mukalla and other

places, which worry authorities and
investors alike. Judiciary absence is the
first cause aggravating these problems.
This situation dictates judiciary system
reform and solving disputes in a fair
manner to create a stable investment
climate in the country.

By: Yemen Times Staff

TThe ongoing trial of those
accused of squandering
Watani Bank depositor
and shareholder funds has
disclosed there was a

hidden conflict regarding money
wasted and seizing it.

The penal court of first instance
specialized in trying nine members of
Watani Bank’s board of directors, two
of them still at-large, began trying
them on charges of betraying
confidence and wasting depositor and
shareholder funds estimated at YR
19,760,829,000 (YR 19.7 billion), not
YR 47 billion announced when the
Central Bank of Yemen (CBY) seized
control of Watani Bank.

Lawyer Jamal Al-Ju’bi described the
case as a conflict between state power
centers, arguing that if it was purely
economic, Watani Bank’s condition
was no secret to the CBY for many
years, as the bank’s reports confirm.
He emphasized that the issue was
political, aimed at liquidating high-
ranking power centers, resulting in
inflicting harm on the banking system.

Al-Ju’bi pointed out that there could

be some solutions to the problem of
financing Watani Bank, but what
previously occurred does not disclaim
that there were mistakes by members
of the board of directors of Watani
Bank for Trade and Investment. In a
statement to As-Sahwa newspaper, Al-
Ju’bi affirmed that through the case
procedures, some board members have
been arrested, whereas other
influential parties were not. He added
that referring the case to the
specialized penal court meant there
were some matters intending to be
hidden because the extraordinary court
is one of state security, which concept
bears that trial proceedings are
suppressed.

The general prosecution
representative stated that the
defendants betrayed confidence as
they facilitated squandering depositor
and shareholder funds for themselves
and others. He accused them of taking
loans and illegally spending large
sums on themselves, buying some
shareholders’ stocks for sums
exceeding the shares’ market value and
granting loans to some parties without
any guarantees. He also charged the
first defendant with accepting a bribe

from the ninth defendant in return for
facilitating a loan for him.

Some defendants confessed to the
circumstantial evidence list and
prosecution’s investigation,
confirming they would repay what is
due the bank, while others denied the
charges against them. Abdullah
Hashim, lawyer for defendant number
one, Watani Bank board chairman Dr.
Ahmed Ali Al-Hamdani, refuted the
penal court’s specialty in prosecuting
Al-Hamdani’s case. When Hashim
requested the court entrust a
specialized firm to study the matter
and report back on it, he pointed out
that since the CBY seized control of it,
YR 4 billion has been delivered to
Watani Bank and loans repaid by
entrepreneurs. He asked about the fate
of these sums.

Specialists wondered if the Central
Bank’s seizing control of Watani Bank
had any precedence, adding that such
action should have been the final
solution. They stated that Watani
Bank’s bankruptcy had not been
declared yet, adding that the CBY
should have interfered at the decisive
moment to rescue the bank. They said
despite CBY authority to monitor
other banks in case of poor
management, there must be other
warnings, adding that a committee
entrusted by the CBY did not
announce whether Watani Bank’s
assets were enough to cover its
obligations. They also stressed that it is
CBY’s duty to find solutions because
the present situation has generated a
crisis of confidence and a wave of
bank deposit withdrawals, heralding
some banks’ collapse.

Last Dec. 7, the CBY issued a
statement of Watani Bank’s board
members’ retaining assets in all
Yemeni banks and ordered the attorney
general of public property prosecution
to retain accounts of board members,
bank directors and their relatives.

Building of Project under construction.

Watani Bank building in Sanaʼa.

By: Yemen Times Staff

YYemen is endeavoring
to restore donors’
confidence so it can
obtain their backing
and support to receive

Millennium Fund assistance in areas
of health, education and fighting
poverty.

In this regard, Yemen implemented
new measures confirming correctness
of its economic, financial,
administrative and judiciary reforms.
In this context, foreign minister Dr.
Abubakr Al-Qirbi called on donor
countries and organizations to
increase their aid volume to Yemen in
order to push forward the wheels of
development, surmount
developmental challenges it faces and
support efforts to move ahead in its
comprehensive program for
economic, financial and
administrative reforms.

Al-Qirbi made his remarks during a
Jan. 26 meeting in Sana’a with the
American ambassador to Yemen and
ambassadors of European Union
countries. He reviewed the Yemeni
government’s efforts in all-out reform
and its successes in enhancing the
development process, combating
poverty and strengthening democracy
and human rights.

The minister emphasized Yemen’s
keenness to consolidate these
successes by implementing economic,
administrative and judicial reform
programs. Al-Qirbi also expressed
Yemen’s anticipation of increased
assistance from donor countries to
maintain reform programs and
achieve its aspired goals and

ambitions.
The European Commission

announced it has allocated 2.5 million
Euros for basic clean water needs and
health care for Yemen’s poorest rural
areas. The commissioner for
humanitarian aid and development
also criticized donors, most of whom
he said would forget offering
humanitarian assistance to Yemen.

He added in a press release that
continuous drought and lack of health
care in the poorest areas continue
severely, maintaining that these
conditions contribute to making
communicative diseases via water one
of the major factors in the fatality rate
among mothers and children, noting
that the fatality rate among pregnant
women is 42 percent. 

He pointed out that the European
Commission still is devoted to
providing potable drinking water and
primary health care in the poorest
Yemeni areas during 2006. He said
such aid will reduce the population’s
suffering in those Yemeni areas,
especially among women and
children.

He said the Yemeni government
still is unable to meet all the needs of
its population, particularly in remote
rural areas. Therefore, the European
Commission and its non-
governmental organization partners
intend to offer potable drinking water
systems to approximately 30,000
people and expand support to
approximately 70,000 in the health
sector. He said health facilities will
benefit from rehabilitation and
medical equipment, as well as from
providing permanent water.

The commissioner also said

primary training will help activate
mother and child health services, with
some activities particularly aiming to
serve children under age 5 and
expectant mothers before giving birth.
Means will be reinstated to fight
malaria’s spread and treat it in its
habitats. Additionally, there will be
focused awareness on proper water
use and health sector activities.

The European Commission is
among Yemen’s major donors. In the
past five years, it has given
approximately 90 million Euros in
human aid and 34 million Euros for
food security.

For the first time, Yemen’s
government recently called for
adopting policies and steps suitable to
consolidate trade and economic
partnership between the government
and the domestic private sector.

The World Bank previously
decided to reduce financial aid to
Yemen from $420 million to $280
after observing a drop in positive
indicators of the development process
against increasing corruption.
Yemen’s economic growth still is
weak, between 3 and 5 percent, and it
faces an increased population growth
rate of more than 3 percent.

Yemen’s efforts to
restore donors’ trust

The commissioner for humanitarian and
development aid accuses most donors of
forgetting to offer humane assistance to Yemen.

Trial proceedings of nine members of Watani Bank’s board of directors
reveal they acted illegally to achieve personal benefits. Lawyer Jamal Al-
Ju’bi described case procedures as representing power centers conflict.

Hidden conflict behind
Watani Bank funds squander

Dr. Abubakr Al-Qirbi

Mr. Ahmed Mohammed Al-Kuhlani

Project execution delays and land plot disputes
settled by force instead of the courts are major
factors impeding investment in Yemen.



By: Mohammed Al-Jabri
Jabri333@yahoo.com

SS
itting at his computer and
smiling widely, snowyem23
(a chat room nickname)
chatted online with another
user pretending to be

female. The two spent hours messaging
one another in utter freedom.

The spread of internet cafes in
Yemeni cities and the existence of chat
websites have attracted many youths,
both educated and uneducated, espe-
cially as Arabic chat sites have begun to
proliferate. Young people turn to such
websites because they can do there
what they cannot do in real life and
freely expose their feelings and desires.

In fact, Yemeni society is conserva-
tive, whereby tradition and habit reject
love relations and immoral behavior.
For example, a man and woman who
love each other encounter difficulties or
get into embarrassing situations when
they meet or try to meet. A woman is
not allowed to imitate western societies
and choose her boyfriend or make
friendships with the opposite sex.
Television, movies and videos also
have influenced most youths who, as a
result, are beginning to change their
attitudes in ways similar to western
societies. All these factors, along with
some others, lead Yemeni youths to
online chatting, one way to escape the
traditions and habits of their society.

In chat rooms, people use nicknames
not necessarily typical of real males or
females. Hence, a male may use a
female nickname and vice versa.
Female users undoubtedly prefer nick-
names typical of their natures. This is
why it is difficult to distinguish
between male and female users.

Chatters feel secure and no longer
worry about who will identify them.

Men search for women in these chat
rooms, as do women for men, and the
kind of relationship sought in most
cases is flirtation. Therefore, when a
man comes across another man, he
immediately ignores or rejects him. But
if he happens to find a female user, he
wastes no time in pursuing, coaxing and
trying to chat with her for a long time.
This is true of females, who easily are
attracted if flirted with or pursued.

Chat topics youths choose are roman-
tic and to some extent social. A female
user may consider it a chance to look
for an “imaginary” partner and waste
her time seducing others. A male user
also may look for a member of the fair-
er sex with whom he can enjoy flirting.

Nevertheless, frankly speaking, rela-
tions between male and female users
may develop into what is called “cyber
sex.”  A.R., a 20-year old female, says
she can engage in different relations in
chat rooms and no one can discover her
identity or what she does.

Youths sense pleasure as they indulge
in such relations because through them,
they can satisfy their desires. Social sci-
ence expert Dr. Khalid Ahmed said tel-
evision, romantic movies, videos and
magazines influence today’s youths,
who try to imitate what they see and
hear. He pointed out that this is evident
in their behavior: some are inclined to
behave savagely, some romantically
and others childishly. “A good way to
expose their hidden feelings and desires
is by communicating with others
through online chatting,” he explained.

Nowadays most internet cafes have
begun providing clients with web cam-
eras (webcams) to further facilitate
communication with one another. As

for Yemeni females, there is no fear of
being identified on-camera, because
most are veiled. They can attract males
easily as they communicate this way –
and easily cheat them.

A friend confessed that he had been
in online contact with a veiled female
pretending to be gorgeous. He said she
became an obsession as he tried his best
to see her face and was not given the
chance to meet her face-to-face.

Undoubtedly, as two people chat
online using webcams, it becomes like
a face-to-face conversation. Moreover,
as chatters appear on webcams, others
can identify them, easily distinguishing
between males and females, and the
possibility of telling lies decreases
accordingly. Those using webcams try
their best to be cautious, but the major-
ity of youths use them only to commu-
nicate with relatives or true friends. A
positive aspect of webcams is that
sometimes Yemeni youths come across
those from western societies, especially
if they know English well.

In America, Europe and some Asian
countries, some users act badly, while
others appear nude while chatting
online. Some Yemeni youths confessed
they sometimes chat with such sexual-
ly-oriented users. Unfortunately, male
and female users (especially those with
the internet at home) like to indulge in
such relations. Additionally, most inter-
net cafes have begun establishing pri-
vate sections for females, encouraging
more females to explicitly chat with
and watch obscene acts on their web-
cams.

Other youths, most probably
teenaged males, find freedom to use
taboo words and indulge in slang. I
once happened to sit beside a 16-year
old boy who was busy messaging in a

chat room. I was stunned as he rudely
exchanged taboo words with another
user. Internet café owner Nasser Ali
said most teens like to enter chat rooms,
especially Arabic sites, just to use a few

abusive words while chatting with oth-
ers. They feel secure in doing so, know-
ing they will not be punished.

Looking at European and American
society, online relations between men

and women often result in dating and
sometimes end in love and marriage.
Will the same happen in Yemeni socie-
ty, where most online relations are not
taken seriously?

Yemeni youths search for freedom via online chatting
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By: Yemen Times Staff

PP
rime Minister Abdul-Qadir
Bajammal has ordered the
Ministry of Culture and
Tourism to prepare a nation-
al strategy addressing the

protection and excavation of antiquities
and artifacts. He further suggested that
Yemenis should make use of the expert-
ise of archeological missions coming to
Yemen and that Yemeni academics,
archeologists and students should be
involved in excavation, antiquity rescue
and restoration operations.

Chairing a meeting at the head-office
of the General Authority for Antiquities,
Museums and Manuscripts (GAAMM)
Saturday Jan 28, the Premier stressed
the importance of reconsidering the cur-
rent law of archeology in such a way as
to enhance the GAAMM in terms of
measures that further help in the protec-
tion and conservation of the national
antiquities and relics as they represent a
human, historical and literary treasure
for the Yemeni people. 

A number of pertinent issues were
discussed at the meeting including the

human and material resources locally
available for the GAAMM and organiz-
ing its activities within a more institu-
tional context. The meeting also dis-
cussed how to rejuvenate the GAAMM
in terms of its duty towards national
archeology through excavation, protec-
tion, conservation, renovation of the
archeological finds as well as organiza-
tion of its relationships with foreign

missions in light of protocol and legal
lines. 

The meeting included Minister of
Information Hussein Al-Awadhi and
Minister of Culture and Tourism Khaled
al-Rowaishan. Other officials attended
the meeting including Abdullah
Mohammed Bawazeer, Chairman of the
GAAMM, Dr. Abdul-Rahman Jarallah,
Deputy GAAMM, Dr. Saleh Basurrah,

Rector of Sana’a University, and a num-
ber of academics at the Archeology
Department at Sana’a University. 

Bajammal suggested that Yemeni
universities should participate actively
in this regard. He specifically directed
Sana’a University to submit a plan for
establishing a college for archeology
and tourism to the Higher Council of
Universities. Bajammal indicated that a
number of the faculties, such as those of
education, can be restructured so that
they serve the purpose.

The Prime Minister urged the local
councils to contribute to safeguarding
artifacts and archeological sites. 

A team was set up to prepare a com-
prehensive report on the reality of antiq-
uities and the way to improve it and
how to protect antiquities. It will set
forth all the necessary elements and pre-
requisites to be incorporated in the
process. The team is led by the Minister
of Culture and Tourism and consists of
a number of specialists and academics.
They are to submit the plan within two
weeks.

This comes at a time when many
alarming reports have been heard about

the looting and pillage of archeological
sites in different areas of Yemen, a
country which is very famous for its
rich history and outstanding old civi-
lizations. Members of gangs dealing in
Yemeni artifacts were also captured and
tried. Yet, many people believe that sell-
ing of Yemeni antiquities is on the rise

due to lack of protection on the part of
the government.

This Premier’s move is also meant to
promote the ailing tourism sector which
has witnessed setbacks recently due to
abduction of tourists in Shabwa and
Marib which triggered intense public
protest and condemnation.

By: Yemen Times Staff

TThe United Nations
Education, Science and
Culture Organization
(UNESCO) has officially
announced the popular

Sana’a mode of singing to be part of
the world’s human verbal non-material
heritage, Saba News Agency reported. 

According to SNA, Koichiro
Matsuury, UNESCO Director-General,
said the announcement is a part of the
UNESCO interests in preserving the
intangible heritage throughout the
world amidst growing threat from the
modern lifestyle and globalization. 

SNA quoted Dr. Mohammed Abdul-
Bari Al-Qadasi, Secretary General of
the National UNESCO Committee, as
saying the announcement, which was
upon request by Yemen’s representa-
tive at the UNESCO, aims at crystalliz-
ing a long-term strategy for preserving
Sana’a song heritage including audios,
and videos. This strategy includes doc-
umentation of Sana’a songs in national
registers and training staff in perform-
ing the preservation duties. 

Al-Qadasi pointed out that the
Japanese government, within its 2006-
2007 cooperation program with the
UNESCO, approved a plan targeting
the Sana’a songs. The plan aims to dis-
seminate knowledge about Sana’a
songs and the way they are performed
and sung.

The project is expected to further

promote this type of songs and the
instruments used in performing them
such as ‘oud, brass plate and qanbous. 

The project will be implemented
under the supervision of the Cairo-
based UNESCO regional office  in col-
laboration with the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism, the National UNESCO
Committee, French Institute for
Archeology and Social Sciences,
Sana’a University, Capital Secretariat
and the Yemen Musical Heritage
Center. The project will be run by the
Social Fund for Development. 

It is noteworthy that the mode of
singing found in Sana’a is extremely
unique and melodious. Being the
metropolis of Yemen, Sana’a ha been
proverbial for its arts and attractive fea-
tures. The Sana’a song is popular
nationwide. Many local singers from
different provinces performed Sana’ani
songs. Some of them rose to fame
because of their magnificence in per-
forming such songs. 

The Sana’ani mode of sung lyrics
have been exquisitely rendered by
many leading Yemeni and Arab singers
such as Mohammed Jum’ah Khan, Ali
bin Ali Al-Anisi, Ali Al-Simah,
Mohammed Hamoud Al-Harithi,
Ayoub Tarish Absi, and many others. 

Sana’a singing is classified to be
among the masterpieces of world’s ver-
bal heritage because of its unique aes-
thetic and technical characteristics such
as the harmony among the lyrics and
melody. This fact has attracted the

attention of many people not only in
Yemen but also in the Arab area.
Listening to Sana’ani songs, many for-
eigners fall in love with them. An out-
standing example is Dr. Jean Lambert,
director of the French Institute for
Archeology and Social Sciences
(CEFAS), who excellently performs
Sana’ani songs and dexterously han-
dles ‘oud. He has performed at many
concerts and expressed his infatuation
with this type of art. 

The recent UNESCO recognition of
this classical singing is believed to give
an impetus to preserve it and promote it
in other countries of the world. It also
reflects Yemen’s significant contribu-
tion to the world’s non-material her-
itage.

The UNESCO had a non-material
cultural heritage preservation treaty
ratified at its October 2003 conference
by some 30 countries and will come
into effect on April 20, 2006. Yemen is
expected to ratify it soon. The Treaty
intends to preserve the verbal tradi-
tions, social practices and festive ritu-
als as well as traditional knowledge
about nature and the cosmos and the
skills related to traditional handicrafts. 

The treaty provides for the set up of
two lists, one for non-material human
cultural heritage and another for non-
material heritage that requires urgent
renovation. It also provides for the con-
struction of a fund to conserve such
heritage by means of the contributions
of signatories and other sources. 

Sana’a songs part
of World’s heritage

Translated by Edward FitzGerald
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The worldly hope men set 
their hearts upon

Turns ashes-or it prospers; 
and anon,

Like snow upon the 
desert’s dusty face

Lighting a little hour or 
two -is gone.Yemeni artifacts have been subject to clandestine excavation, pillage and

sale. Here is a collection recovered by Yemeni police at gangʼs safe-house

New strategy for antiquity
protection to be drafted
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Some youths sitting inside an internet cafe busy in chatting online.



Interviewed by: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

DD r. Sallam Omar Jibrel has
worked in Yemen’s
reproductive health field
for the past six years. He
established Yemen’s first

In-Vitro Fertilization (IVF) and Assisted
Reproduction Center (ARC) in 1999.

In the early years of establishment,
Jibrel gathered information about
infertility in Yemen and studied cases in
order to provide valuable reproductive
health treatment and services.
Throughout his years in Yemen, in
addition to working at the center, Jibrel
regularly lectures on infertility at Yemeni
universities and academic institutions.

He also represents Yemen and the Arab
world at many international conferences
abroad, most recently at last year’s stem
cell conference in the United Kingdom.
He was the only Arab doctor and gave the
international community insight on
reproductive health problems in the Arab
world, as well as learned about the latest
developments in stem cell technology.

The Yemen Times ran a detailed
interview with Dr. Sallam Jibrel in 2001.
Since then, there have been many new
developments in the field of assisted
reproduction. According to Jibrel, the
major developments were: introducing
lasers in assisted hatching, spindle
location of oocytes
(choosing the proper
angle for oocyte
insemination), single
embryo transfer
using balstocyst
culture media and
stem cell studies
involving future
cloning. Such
d e v e l o p m e n t s
definitely are going
to change infertility
treatment methods.

ARC progress
Since Yemen’s first
IVF center began,
the ARC has seen
more than 12,000
cases, nearly 95
percent involving
infertility. At the
same time, the
center’s medical
staff has performed 1,500 IVF treatment
cycles and more than 4,000 surgical
infertility treatment procedures on men
and women.

In male reproductive treatment,
medical staff performed different
testicular sperm extraction procedures
such as Percutanous Epididymal Sperm
Aspiration (PESA),   Testicular Sperm
Aspiration (TESA), Testicular Sperm
Extraction (TESE), as well as
microsurgical vaso-epididyostomy and
vasovasectomy.

In female reproductive treatment,
medical staff performed all classical,
laparoscopic and hysteroscopic

gynecological and obstetrical
procedures such as
myomectomy, endometriotic
ovarian cystectomy,
laparoscopic abdominal
adhesiolysis, ovarian
cystectomy, hysterectomy,
hysteroscopic uterine septum
resection, intrauterine
myomectomy, polypectomy
and synechy resection.

Additionally, the ARC
performed some procedures
for the first time in Yemen
such as amniocentesis
(aspirating amniotic fluid to
exclude genetic intrauterine
disease).

Stem cell technology
Stem cells are the masters of
all the body’s cells and found
in great concentrations in umbilical cord
blood of newborns. Doctors also can
prepare them in IVF labs for cloning
purposes while embryos are in early
development stages. After birth, the cells
end up in bone marrow where they
continuously replenish and produce blood
cell constituents, as well as immune
system cells. Stem cells are used to treat a
large number of diseases and medical
disorders and many more treatments are
on the horizon.

Proven treatable diseases using stem
cells include:

Malignancies such as: acute and
chronic leukemia, Ewing’s Sarcoma,
Hodgkin’s and non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma, multiple myeloma,
myelodysplastic syndrome and
neuroblastoma.

Blood disorders such as: aplastic
anemia, Diamond-Blackfan anemia,
sickle cell anemia, thalassemia, Fanconi’s
syndrome, Kostmann’s syndrome, Evans’
syndrome, congenital cytopenia and
amegakaryocytic thrombocytopenia.

Inborn metabolism errors such as:

Gaucher’s disease, Gunther’s disease,
Hurler’s disease, Hunter’s disease,
Alamyloidosis, Bare Lymphocyte
syndrome, adrenoleukodystrophy,
congenital dyskeratosis, Lesch-Nyhan
syndrome and others.

Immunodeficiencies such as: Wiskott-
Aldrich syndrome, chronic
granulomatous disease, severe combined
immunodeficiency diseases, adrenosine
deaminase deficiency and X-linked
lymphoproliferative disease.

This new field has
provided with vast medical
dimensions and each year
more diseases and disorders
are being added to the list of
diseases that could be treated
through stem cells
technology.

Stem cells are collected
immediately after birth.
Umbilical cord blood is rich
with these potentially life-
saving cells, which in the
past would have been
discarded with the placenta.
In the past few years,
research has shown that
umbilical cord stem cells can
be transformed into other
types of cells and tissues in
the body.

Scientists believe this
discovery will positively
contribute to treating other
conditions and diseases, such

as: Parkinson’s disease, multiple
sclerosis, restoring brain damage
following a stroke and restoring closed
heart arteries (creating blood vessels),
thus possibly avoiding a bypass
operation.

Infertility in Yemen
Before the ARC, infertility treatment in
Yemen was very primitive. Introduction
of high technology by the first Jordanian
team made a big difference in diagnosing
and treating infertility. Intra Cytoplasmic
Sperm Injection (ICSI) first was
performed in Yemen in March 2000,
signalling a new era in Yemeni infertility
treatment. During the past five years,
Jibrel was keen to improve the center’s
work and introduce new field
developments. He introduced a genetic
lab so medical staff can detect and
diagnose genetic background cases, such
as repeat abortions and infertility among
siblings.

Yemen’s infertility awareness has
increased in the past five years. “When I
came to Yemen five years ago, it took me
hours to explain to patients what IVF is,
trying to convince them this was the only
way they could be treated. Now I handle
some cases fully aware of all aspects of
IVF procedures. This is always the story
whenever a new treatment technology is
introduced in any country.” Jibrel
explained.

The World Health Organization
estimates that 15 percent of the world’s
married couples have infertility problems.
In a previous interview, Jibrel stated that
Yemen is more or less the same.

However, the type of infertility in
Yemen is a little bit different, mainly due
to male infertility. In 60 percent of cases,
the husband is the cause of infertility and
this goes back to the set-up of Yemeni
community.

As in any other Arab country and other
Muslim countries, the male always seeks
treatment for himself. If the problem is
the wife’s, he might take another. But the
husband’s side in Yemen more or less has
certain characteristics and qat chewing
has its own influence on male infertility.

Most of the time, qat is filled with
substances like pesticides, insecticides
and other agricultural substances. Used to
grow Qat very quickly and protect it from
insects, such substances influence male
sperm growth and development to
maturity. Qat can produce abnormal

sperm and affect sperm motility
as well.

Another factor is nutritional
quality of traditional Yemeni
food, which affects sperm’s
ability to fertilize. Another
factor is infection, which hits
the male genital track and
sometimes passes unnoticed or
mistreated. All these factors
impact male infertility.

Female infertility is less,
between 15 and 30 percent of
all infertility cases in Yemen.
But factors attracting attention
in female infertility in Yemen
include tuberculosis, which still
is seen in many cases of
blocked tubes in Yemeni
women. Tuberculosis affects
female tubes, necessitating IVF
treatment.

The next most common women’s
problem is Polycystic Ovary Syndrome.

At least 25 to 30 percent of Yemeni
females treated for infertility having this
problem, which more or less is from
hormonal background and has some
hereditary factors as well. Fertility in
Yemen largely is the same as in other
countries, which also have the unique
properties previously mentioned.

Jibrel thinks more care and attention
should be given to the medical profession
in Yemen. “By this I mean that there
should be strict evaluation of those
working in this profession by both the
Ministry of Health and the Yemeni
Medical Syndicate. Also, evaluation of
newly graduated doctors at all levels will
make a big difference in Yemen,” he said.

Next step
As to where Jibrel will head next, he

explained that he is content with the
ARC’s progress and the medical team
working in it. He said, “I am happy to
have started medical service that was of
great value to many patients in Yemen. I
am also happy that I have made a
Yemeni team that I am really very proud
of. I am now keen to improve this by
introducing new procedures in infertility
treatment.”

Jibrel’s next step is more research and
specialization in stem cell technology,
which he believes will help many young
male infertility patients. However, he
pointed out that there is control over
medical research, or at least the part in
which he is involved. Referring to this,
he said, “I make it a point to work within
religious and ethical boundaries; there
are limits to what can be experimented
upon.”

As for the ARC, he proudly stated that
the medical team is all Yemeni doctors
and biologists. Jibrel feels confident that
they can work on their own and are of
high caliber. They have attended many
international conferences in infertility
treatment and management. The ARC is
viewed regionally and internationally as
a reputable scientific center.

Personal aspiration
Asked about his personal aspiration,
Jibrel answered, “Career-wise, I would
like to find enough time to write a book
about my medical experience in the field
of assisted reproduction and a book
about my family history. Personally, I
hope to find enough time to visit all
Yemeni cities and live the true
experience of this lovely country. My
main wish is to meet all Yemeni children
born after IVF treatments I have
performed in those families.”
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Dr. Jibrel: “I make it a point to work within religious and ethical
boundaries; there are limits to what can be experimented upon.”

Who is Dr. Sallam Omar Jibrel?
• A Jordanian earning his first medical
degree (MB.BS) from Jordan
University’s School of Medicine in
1981. Worked in various Jordanian hos-
pitals after graduation.
• Moved to Saudi Arabia in 1987 to
work at the Military Hospital in Kamis
Mushayt.
• Obtained a master’s in Obstetrics and
Gynecology in 1996 and an M.D. in
endoscopic surgery in 1998 from
Christian-Albrecht University in Kiel,
Germany.
• Returned to Jordan in 1998 to work in
the assistance reproduction and infertili-
ty field, especially In-Vitro Fertilization
(IVF).
• Headed the Obstetrics and
Gynecology department at Jordan’s
National Red Crescent Hospital in
Amman for three years.
• Established Yemen’s first IVF program
in 1999. Since then, Medical Director of
the Assisted Reproduction and IVF
Center, mainly specializing in IVF-
ICSI, laparoscopic and hysteroscopic
surgery.
• Professional interests: reproductive
endocrinology, male factor infertility
and its impact on infertility, tuberculosis
(T.B.) and female infertility and stem-
cell technology.
• Personal interests: photography and
history.
• Father of three children.
• Member of:
Arab Society of Reproductive Medicine
European Society for Human
Reproduction and Embryology
Middle East Fertility Society
International Society of Gynecology
and Endoscopy

Dr. Sallam Omar Jibrel
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I.What to say
Situations and expressions (84)
Love you! Friend

FF riends are a precious treasure. Blessed are
those who have the gift of genuine,
unalloyed comradeship of a sincere,

devoted and dependable friend through the thick
and thin, ups and downs on the highway of life.

• For my love who’s also my best friend! You’re
my friend forever who shares in everything—all
the ups and downs, that life may sometimes
bring... A companion in the good and bad times,
to keep my world warm and bright. A comfort
and a source of strength, that helps to make
things right...

• You’re the one, I always turn to for when all is
said and done... You’re my darling, my
sweetheart and my best friend, all in one.

• Let’s be friends. Let’s become old together. We
stay up late looking at old pictures, telling and
remembering all the stories, and laughing until
our sides ache. Let’s become the kind of old
ladies who take long walks, wear funny shoes
and get away with acting outrageous in public
places. And if any body should ask how long
we’ve been friends, we’ll say ‘Oh forever!’

• You’re special! Because a friendship that’s as
special as ours, can only get better with time.

• We’re friends forever. There are so many things
that you’ve given me which make me happy.
Your friendship is the most amazing of them.
Thanks for the same!

• Friend, the best thing in life are free. How come
you’re so perfect to me!

• Nothing on earth can make life more worthwhile
than a true, loyal friend and the warmth of a
smile. For just like a sun beam makes cloudy
days brighter, the smile of a friend makes a
heavy heart lighter (Helen Steiner Rice). For all
the times you’ve made my days a lot more
brighter and all my burdens seem lighter. You’re
really special! For being all the wonderful things
that make you a special friend, you, for sure,
deserve a lifetime filled with joys that never end.

II. How to Say it Correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences
1. I made some research into problems of learning

English by Yemeni learners.
2. I’m afraid I did a mistake in the calculation.
3. The house was collapsed during the storm.
4. Yahya was remembered leaving the house at

about 6 P.M.
5. Dr. Ismail was decided to chair the meeting.

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions
1. He would (‘d) like some milk, please.
2. He appeared to be having trouble with his car.
3. The police became (or grew) suspicious of two

men looking into all the cars.
4. He would have got a distinction in the exam, but

he answered Q. 2 badly.
5. It’s not worth taking the trouble to write to him.

He never replies.

III. Increase Your Word Power
(A) How to express it in one word
1. The inner nature or most important quality of a

thing.
2. Having a high opinion of.
3. River mouth into which the tide flows.
4. Time without end.
5. Rules for formal relations or behavior among

people.

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions
1. Daring, mischievous, or adventurous act, often

causing gossip or trouble: escapade (n)
2. Intended for a small circle of followers: esoteric

(adj)
3. Practice of spying or using spies: espionage (n)
4. Level area or ground by the sea where people

may walk for pleasure: esplanade (n)
5. Give one’s support to a cause: espouse (vt)

(B) Words often confused
Bring out the difference in meaning of the
following pairs of words
1. earthly, ethereal
2. ethic, ethnic
3. ethnography, ethnology
4. depositary, depository
5. male, masculine

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions
1. haste (n) (quickness of movement): I am in great

haste.
hurry (n) (wish to get something done quickly.
It implies confusion): Take your time. There’s no
hurry.

2. funeral (n) (burial or burning of a dead person
with the usual religious ceremonies): The
funeral of the leader was attended by many
dignitaries.
funereal (adj) (like a funeral; gloomy; dismal):
There was a funereal expression on his face after
he heard about the accident.

3. enumerable (adj) (countable): He has brought

enumerable article.
innumerable (adj) (too many to be counted):
Innumerable people died in the recent Tsunami.

4. deceased (n) (persons who have recently died):
The deceased included many women and
children.
diseased (adj) (suffering from, injured by
disease): He has a diseased mind.

5. compulsion (n) (forced to do something against
one’s will): The accused admitted to the crime
under compulsion.
obligation (n) (doing something as a duty): I
have many family obligations.

(C) Synonyms and Antonyms
i. Synonyms
Choose the word that is closest in meaning to the
one given at the top
1. debonair

a. superficial b. in high style
c. pleasing and gracious d. flighty

2. tantalize
a. to delay b. to tease
c. to flatter d. to puzzle

3. topography
a. art of printing b. soil chemistry
c. signaling by light
d. physical features of a region

4. temporal
a. mild b. holy
c. worldly d. angry

5. wrought
a. made or fashioned b. broken
c. complicated d. strengthened

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions
Word Synonym

1. capitulate to surrender
2. recapitulate to sum up
3. reckless irresponsible
4. egress exit
5. profess to proclaim

ii. Antonyms
Choose the word that is most opposite in meaning
to the one given at the top
1. copious

a. dearth b. stout
c. nervous d. false

2. restive
a. restless b. relaxed
c. deceitful d. grasping

3. puerility
a. strength b. manliness
c. maturity d. calmness

4. harmony
a. dissonance b. shyness
c. harmless d. falsehood

5. divulge
a. solid b. clever
c. conceal d. deplore

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions
Word Antonym

1. purgatory celestial
2. veneration sacrilege
3. pliable inflexible
4. lucrative unprofitable
5. soft stubborn

(D) Spelling
Choose the correctly spelt word
1. a. beneficil b. beneficial

c. benificial d. benifical

2. a. corelative b. correlative
c. corilative d. correletive

3. a. cemetry b. cimetry
c. cimetery d. cemetery

4. a. committment b. comitment
c. commitment d. comittment

5. a. chamically b. chemically
c. chemicaly d. chemicely

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions
1. apparel
2. ancestral
3. across
4. benefited
5. battle

(E) Phrases and idioms
Use the following phrases in sentences
1. abide by
2. put one’s weight behind
3. in lieu of
4. break the bank
5. have (something) on the brain

Suggested answers to the previous week’s questions
1. hurl abuse at (telling rude or offensive things to

somebody): It is improper to hurl abuse at an
elder.

2. absolve somebody from/of something (to say
that somebody is not guilty or responsible for
something): They were absolved of all
responsibility for the bank robbery.

3. get above yourself (to think you are better or
more important than you really are): It is high
time you stopped getting above yourself.

4. above reproach (so good that no one can
question or criticize you): His honesty and
integrity is above reproach.

5. abound in (to contain a very large number or
quantity of): This river abounds in fish.

IV. Grammar and Composition
(A) Grammar
Put the number of the right definition in front of
each sentence
Trunk
1. The main stem of a tree: He picked up peanuts

with his trunk
2. A box used to carry clothes: The trunk of the oak

was rough
3. Part of an elephant: He put the trunk on the train

Bark
1. Cry of a dog: He peeled some bark to make a

ripe
2. Part of a tree: He heard a loud bark across the sea
3. A sailing boat: He saw the bark on the sea.

Suggested answers to the previous week’s question
1. The meaning of the word roll (n) in the sentence:

‘We ate a roll for lunch’ = ‘ a small loaf for one
person, either long or in the shape of a ball.’

2. ‘We watched the big waves  roll along the beach’
= ‘to cause to move along by turning over and
over.’

3. ‘Get a roll of paper’ = a flat piece of paper that
has been rolled into a tube shape.

4. ‘Please roll the ball to Jim.’ = ‘to cause to move
along by turning over and over or from side to
side.’

5. ‘The dog could roll over’ = ‘to turn oneself over
and over or from side to side’

6. ‘The teacher called the roll’ = ‘an official list of
names’

7. ‘We could see the roll of the hills’ = ‘mountain
ranges

8. ‘We could hear the roll of drums’ = ‘long, deep
sound as of a lot of quick strokes’

B) Composition
Expand the central idea contained in the following
maxim

104: HAND THAT ROCKS THE
CRADLE RULES THE WORLD

Suggested answers to the previous topic

103: THE DUTY OF THE HISTORIAN
IS TO NARRATE, NOT TO COMMENT

History is a branch of knowledge dealing with past
events, political, social, economic, of a country. It is
an objective and faithful description of the theatre of
events, a study of the past in all its splendid depth
and detail. A historian is more than a chronicler. “To
be a really good historian is perhaps the rarest of
intellectual distinctions”, said Macaulay. In fact, a
truly great historian, who is distanced from the
course of events in time and space, stands apart and
impartially and dispassionately, narrates what really
happened, and not what should have happened. That
is, a historian like a camera gives a faithful account
of the train and trend of events, without letting these
be tainted by his emotions, personal likes or dislikes.
There is, of course, some scope of the historian to
give his own interpretation of history. But he has no
authority for addition, alteration or distortion of the
actual sequence of events. Thus a historian has
flexibility, but little freedom. A creative artist such as
a poet, a novelist or a dramatist, on the other hand,
may select an event or a certain portion of history
and add onto it the spark of creativity in the form of
creating some imaginary characters, the relationship
between them and so forth. But then this is a
fictional recreation of recorded history. So a
historian operates within strict constraints of an
impersonal narration of events and has no business
to comment on them as either good or bad.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran

VI. Food for Thought
“The greatest gifts you can give your children are
the roots of responsibility and the wings of
independence.”

—Denis Waitley

22 88 66
Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
Associate Professor ,
Department of English,
Faculty of Arts and Education
University of Science and
Technology, Sana’a
ramakantasahu@yahoo.com 
Tel: 311117, Mobile: 733523970
P. O. Box 14533, Sana’a

“He it is that cleaveth the
day-break (from the dark): He makes

the night for rest and tranquilities.
And the sun and moon for reckoning

(of time)…”
S6:A96

EducationEducation Presented by Dr. Ramakanta Sahu

(Salwa, a student wants
to go to her school. After
waiting for a long time,
she finds a taxi.)

Salwa: Can you take
me to Al Thowrah
School? I’m in a hurry.

Driver: Where?
Salwa: Al Thowrah

School.
Driver: No. I’m not

going that side. I’m busy.
Salwa: Please. I’m

already late. You can take
any money you want.

Driver: No, no. I can’t come that
side.

Salwa: See. There is no other taxi
here. I’ve been waiting here for half an
hour.

Driver: So what. I can’t go that side.
I’m going home.

Salwa: There will be other students
on the way too. My brother may join
me on the way.

Driver: Is your brother Abdal
Rahman?

Salwa: Yes. How do you know?

Driver: He’s my
friend. He lives in the
next street. Get in, I’ll
take you to school.

Salwa: No, thanks.
There is another taxi
coming; I’ll go by that.
When you can’t help
someone in need, I don’t
want your help.

Driver: Sorry sister. I
realize my mistake.
Please get in.

Salwa: OK. Please
help people, if you can,
whether you know them

or not.
Driver: OK, sister.

Activity:  Such situations are not
rare. Can you write a conversation
involving two people who face a simi-
lar situation?

Good luck.
Let your speech not be defeated by
other.

Yours fraternally,
Dr.M.N.K.Bose.

PROF. M.N.K.BOSE
mnk_bose@hotmail.com
Professor of English,
Faculty of Arts, Ibb

A letter to the teachers of English: 105
Conversation skills (5)

Salwa and the taxi driver

Happiness
To feel happy is to sleep with a feeling of

content,
Can this come by money, authority, power 
Or in having majestic palaces and charming

cars?

Happiness may exist, 
In simple things around us,
It can be in a soul full of faith,
Content with Almightyʼs dispensation and

oneʼs destiny, 
If it is good, one should thank Him profusely,

and if it is not one should be patient. 

Our soul leads us to the path of good or
bad, 

But   happiness is the one which everyone
cherishes  to get.

Alone! 
Alone I am sitting at that place, 
Remembering every thing I had to face!
To call to account every thing; 
People, places, situations, 
That come flooding  into my mind 
To Almighty do I pray to heal the wounds, 
Apologize for any blemish, or cry all alone
Iʼm dismayed to be in crossroads
Not knowing whither to go, to do or not to

do
Thatʼs what perplexes me while I sit alone!  

Minya Abd Al-Hakim Nasher Khalid
Level4, Department of English &

Translation, College of Arts
University of Science & Technology 

Sanaʼa

LLanguage has
become an
i m p o r t a n t
issue all over
the world

today. It is a well known
historical fact that all lan-
guages are constantly in a
state of change. One of the
most comprehensive
expositions of such
processes as pointed out
by Yule (1985) are sum-
marized as follows:

a. Coinage: the least common way
among the various ways of creating
words. It refers to the invention of total-
ly new words, e.g., ‘blurb’.

b. Borrowing: one of the most com-
mon ways in which linguistic elements
of non-native origin are taken over and
used in the language concerned.

c. Compounding: A joining of two
or more separate words functioning as a
single word, e.g., ‘textbook’.

d. Blending: a combination of only
the beginning of one word with the end
of another word, e.g., ‘smog’ from
‘smoke’ and ‘fog’.

e. Clipping: a word of
more than one syllable is
reduced to a shorter form,
e.g., the term ‘gasoline’ is
still in use but occurs
much less frequently than
‘gas’.

f. Back formation: the
reduction of one word to
form another, e.g., the
verb ‘televise’ was

formed from the noun ‘television’.

g. Conversion: a change in the func-
tion of a word. For instance, a noun can
be used as a verb as in the following
sentence: He’s papering the room walls.

h. Acronym: a word formed by put-
ting together the initial letters of a group
of words, as in UNESCO (United
Nations Educational Scientific and
Cultural Organization).

i. Derivation: this is the most com-
mon word-formation process to be
found in the production of new words. It
means the formation of new words by
adding affixes to other words: ‘terse-
ness’ for example, is derived from
‘terse’ by the addition of the affix –ness.

Creation of new words

Dr. Bushra S. Al-Noori

Seiyun, how sanguine you are!
The very sanctuary of lost hopes.
The common man here is free
From the engulfing mist of
Deception and chicanery.
On his innocent face glitters Humanity.
The elite and the literate—
All the same all over:
An ugly visage hazily soaked in

avarice, 
Lost in the maze of corruption,
Deceptively humane and what not 
All veiled over by a
Thin veneer of civility.

Life here is beautiful
Amidst the common folk.
Life here is steady paced,
Neither lazy nor hasty.
Most hospitable, amiable and affable
Are the common folk—
Decent and dignified like
The majestic hills, barren though.
Magnificent and luminous
In lunar reflection, playing magic
On oneʼs imagination telling tales of
Its ageless glory: calm and serene,
Beckon you for an embrace cordial.

Man and mountain co-exist

In mutual harmony—
Like people, like hills.
Strong and calm brooding over 
A rich heritage in a quiet, 
Dignified way.
No power can shake its hills,
No force can shatter its culture.

No hurry-burry, quiet flows life
In the midst of modernity.
Cressidas and Land Cruisers,
Computers and Chat Cafes,
Traditional headgear, loincloth, and

burkhah.     
Browsing and chatting- what a blend of 
Tradition and modernity!
Wonderful, O, my little Seiyun!

Seiyun, my little Seiyun!

Dr. Aruna Chalam
Angappan
HOD of English
Faculty OF Education
Hadhramout University,
Seiyun
dr-arunachalam2004@yahoo.co.in

Poetry Corner 



Required  Tow English
teacher in Academic British
institute + one computer
teacher
for contact: 601841

Electronic / Electrical
installation engineer for
installing security alarm sys-
tems
Degree / Diploma holders
minimum experience 2
years. 
Fax C.V. 01-510397 [any
nationality], PB-2202 Hadda
street 
Sana'a [733420510]

Spanish language trans-
later. Able to translate from
Spanish into Arabic and
viceversa. Economic, Politic
and social subjects. Awad
Mubarak Salim.
M o b i l e : 7 3 3 8 5 5 3 6 1
Phone:370452

Computer embrodery
fashen designer.(able on
Tasma softwear) Azam
Ali(Indian) looking for a job
in Sana'a  . I have experience
10 years in gulf 2,5 year in
Sana'a. Yemen
mobile:711143717

Tutor available for home
and private tuition and teach-
ing from grade 5 to grade 12
for all subjects in english lan-
guage as well as electrical
engineering subjects upto
graduate degree/ diploma/
certificate levelss.
Mr.Ijaz Ahmad.
Tel; 733483954.

Bachelor’s English -
Experienced 5 years in
Translation+Correspondence
d+Mangoment+Secretariat+
Public Relation+Computers
programms and
Maintenance.
Tel:711832070.
Email:int_16@hotmail.com. 

Yemeni male graduate
from great Britain college
from 98 until may 05. the
subject out as(IT) computer+
Business + Math’s + English
language+ business English
5 years work experience plus
a course in selling and mar-
keting in the biggest + com-
panies in the gulf region-
looking to work as amarket-
ing or administration manag-
er in Yemen sales
Mr.Waleed Saif
for contact:
0 0 9 6 6 5 5 1 5 1 2 9 2 3 /
77770655- 01/300949.

Graduate from Sana'a
University specialist public

relation  and I have secretary
computer and I can speak
English very well.

Saleh Hussein Al-
fohed 
Tel: 77830159 -
71613653

Hussein  Mubarak
Experience: financial
Asst,  purchasing ,
cashier , Receiphinist,
Store - keeper,
Librarian , driver dis-
patcher, Security,
gen.services
for contact:711005504 

ph.D-Pharmacist
Dr. Saleh  Adhulmani

-long experience  education-
al,commercial, and manufac-
tural pharmacy fields with
fluency in German , English
Russian  and Arabic lan-
guages + knowledge in
admenstrational accounting
and planning methods tel:
01246803 

8 yrs experience (from
Singapore)Indian male look-
ing for job in
Administration/procure-
ment/Project coordinator /
secretarial post for con-
tact:73464552 or manoim-
manuel@yahoo.com.sg

Ali Abdul Majeed, elec-
tronics & communication
Engineer university of
Baghdad , wide experience in
instating and maintenance in
medical systems, wide expe-
rience in computer fields

poth pc’s
mobile: 73548199

Aiman Ahmed-
Secondary school - comers
level3 - diploma of secretary
computer - English language
good in writting and speak-
ing- driving 
license experience(ware-
house keeper-inventory con-
trol-follow up purchasing)
for contact:73409652 

Adel Al-Sharafi-B.A.
degree , English, teacher of
ICDL for 3 years in
Yemen Holland(ICI)- 5
years in computer main-
tenance net Cafe build-
ing- very good in typing
Arabic and English
for contact: 73174751

Lovely one story +
basment villa in Hadda.
The perfect residence for
any family: 5 rooms, 3
baths, kitchen, extra
rooms in basement,very
nice garden,
please call:733802855

For rent fully furished
flat, Hadda’a area..2 bed
rooms , 3 bath rooms
fully equipped
kitchen,six chairs dining
room European sitting
room.Yemeni mafraj:
monthly rent $700
please call 733802855

For sale: Car model
84, second hand in a
good condition
for contact:733880073

Volkswagon for sale
model:92
condition: Excellent
Color: Black
Price: $6000
for contact: 711829495

For rent: Landrover
Discovery , model 1996

with good condition  , it has
CD player with screen and
fully insured(with driver or
without)
for contact:77211181 or
671042

intel cpu 3200 ghz -MB
intel 915 ram 512 DVD-
whiter - LCD-genx-17
for contact: 71707819

Admiral washing machine
lo-k suitable for big hotel.
New in it’s C made in USA.
for more information contact
by the following mobile
number 71722865 

Have you sought treatment
without an actual medicine.
Now, you can! For more
information on the ancient
Chinese pharaohs art  of
healing. Call Dr.A.Latif
A.Mageeda consultant in
Yoga,magnet therapy and
Acupressure at : 73524031

BAIJU RAJAN, lost of my
Indian passport
no.E7088003, If some one
find it please contact ME
NO.  MOB: 71179718

Lost items

Treatment 
Without actual 

Medicine Society 

Computers 

Vehicles

Real Estate

Job Seekers

Situation
Vacant

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders for
packing, customs clearance, domestic 
& international forwarding air & sea.
Contact: Al-Nasim cargo forwarder. 
Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel: 275903 /
216048 / 407905

ITS Global Logistics,  Tel: 967-
1-218142 (5 lines) Fax: 967-
1209940, Email: itsgroup@y.net.ye
itsglobalogistic @y.net.ye P. O. Box
25159, Sana’a., R.O.Y. Business
Development, 73217750, Customer
Service: 73212272 Operations:
73217752 Exemptions 73214700.
Global Logistic Solutions
International Fright Forwarding
(Land/Sea/ Air). Weather Proof
Packing, Removals & Warehousing
International Door-to-door services
(Worldwide). Customs clearance,
Exemptions,
www.ITSGLOBALOGISTICS.
COM

YEMEN PACKING &
FORWARDING CO.(YEMPAC
CARGO)  Tel: 967-1-208898, Fax:
967-1-208897 
E-mail: yempac@ y.net.ye.
Operations: 408518/7904603 
Sales & Mkt: 408517/ 73208898,
Clearance: 408518.
Global Logistic Solutions
International Fright Forwarders
(Land/Sea/Air). Weather Proof
Packing, removals & Warehousing
International Door-to-door services
(Worldwide). Customs clearance,
Exemption

Cargo ®∫s

Al-Nasim Travel & Tourism. For
domestic & international air tickets
with price busters all airlines. 
Tel: 219890/ 270750
Alkumaim Trading Center Hadda st.

Travels
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ORIENTAL GEOLOGICAL
ENGINEERING COMPANY

Water well drilling & testing

Groundwater investigation

Geological exploration

Fuel & water storage tanks

Water treatment, water
supply & distribution system

Sewage treatment plants &
collection networks

Geotechnical investigation

Soil  and rock tests

Soil improvement & pile
foundation

Groundwater dewatering

Applied surveying & mapping

Geophysical surveying & well
logging

Fax: 02-232313, 02-231377, Aden - Yemen
E-mail: zwx002@hotmail.com

Chinese Company

Øq ±U ¢∫∑U§u≤t, ¢∫X ßIn Ë«•b..
®U̧Ÿ •b…, «±UÂ «∞ªDu◊ «∞πu¥W «∞OLMOW

‹: 702042 -  ≠UØf: 140862

Hadda Str. Sanaʼa Infront of Yemenia Airline,
Tel: 240207 Fax: 268041,E-mail:ALZAHRA@Y.NET.YE

Al-Zahra Stationery
For School & Office Supplies
All  your needs All  your needs 
under one  under one  roof .roof .

±J∑∂‡W «∞e≥‡d«¡
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Tel.: 967-1-208898 - 408518
Fax: 208897, 

Email: yempac@y.net.ye
P.O.Box: 3366.

SANA’A REPUBLIC OF YEMEN.
WEB:http/www.yempac.com.

THE BEST IN
PACKING & 

FORWARDING
«_≠Cq ≠w «∞∑GKOn Ë«∞MIq ≠w «∞OLs

Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire Brigade

191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, Accident
(Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3,
Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station
282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent
203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airlin 278668/283082 
Egypt Air               273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Lufthansa                     213400/219252
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

YBRANCH OF FOREIGN BANKS:
Yemen Gulf Bank Fax:260824  Tel.967-1-260823

Head Office: Al-Zubiry St.                274371/2/3
Al-Qasr St. 272802/1/20
Aden : Al-Ma’alla St: 02/247402/3/4
Hodeidah 26th Sept. St.: 03/219506/7
Taiz Al-Mugama’a St.:       04/210568/9/50
Mukalla:Hay Addis-main St.    05/352917-306560

Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank 274310/1
Yemeni Islamic Bank Sana’a: 401552-205678

Taiz: 251816
Hodeidah: 213517

YBRD 271623/4

Hertz Rent a Car                    Sana’a: 01-440309
Aden: 02-245625 

Yemen Limozeen Rent A Car     417346-7927920
Abu Riyadh CO. Sana’a: 410594

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

APTECH_ Sana’a: 01 -446880
Computer Education              Aden: 02-237199

(Internet Focussed Taiz: 04-250343
Curriculum, E-commerce,   Mukalla: 05-307492
ISO 9001 Certified) Hodeidah: 03-206998

American Academic Institute 249294
CMT House                              Tel:967-(0) 1 - 513648
Infinit Education                                        Tel:444553
German Language Institute 200945
Modern British Institute (University Branch)  203689
New Horizons Computer _

Learning Centers Tel: 01-448573-449356/7/8/9
NIIT Q u a l i t y _  

C o m p u t e r E d u c a t i o n Tel. 445518/7-442073
The British Institute for Languages 440719/415812

Sana’a: 441024/5, Aden:243124
Hodeidah:219643,  Ibb:406882
Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177
Hodeidah:234982,   Ibb:411988
Mukalla 302641,Seuyn: 402469

Shabua: 202326

Tel. 448541/448543
Fax: 00967 1 448542

Mobile: 00967 73 200 654

Sana’a: 416751

Dr. Abdulsalam N. Awas                         602408
Shehab Dental Center                 400443/218824

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders                    407905
Al-Rawahil Olympia 278674/7909110
Aramex Sana’a: 441024/5
Griffin Logistics Ltd. Sana’a: 440166
Gulf Air Cargo 440891/344467
ITS Global Logistics 218142
Marib Travel & Tourism      

(Cargo Division)    441109/126  Fax: 440733 
Yempac Sana’a 208898-408518

Yemen German Hospital (open heart surgery) 
Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116

Modern German Hospital Tel. 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com   Fax. 601889

The First Consultant center for the skin, 
venerial Diseases & Infertility            205517-73807737
Orthopedic & plastic specialist Hospital+967-1-633922
E-mail:orthosp@hotmail.com
Al-Jumhury Hospital                           274285
Al-Thawra Hospital 246366
Yemen Specialized Hospital 224963

SANA’A:
Al-Yamama Palace Suites: 236230
Best Western Hadda Hotel:             415212/5
Hadda Town: 415900
Raipon Hotel & Suites 504016/7/8
ADEN:
Amoudi Plaza Hotel (02) 247000/1-5
Elephant BayBeach Resort (02) 202055

Arab Insurance Company Sana’a 606810/1/2/3/4/5 Fax /6

Aden:257875-260827, Taiz; 260744 , 
Hodeidah: 279672/3, Mukalla: 309744,  Abyan: 604030
Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.)
Sana’a 272713/874     Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz 250029               Hodeidah   219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668                           Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 219545/8
Trust Yemen Ins. & Reinsurance Co. 264263
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193, 
5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280
Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/ 272962/43,
Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345             Mukalla: 304292,

Hodeidah: 261839/17

Al-shaibani restaurant super delux Tel: 266375 - 505290
Fax:267619
Indian Restaurant (home delivery available)
Contact: Mr. Sunny Joseph 263925-71150769
Chilli House Rest. for brost, Cabab etc.. 73568079

Canadian International School          418510 , 423364
International Turkish Schools     Sana'a         448258/9

Taiz     205593
Al-Hussein National Schools                  412826/7
Sam Yemen International School       Diplomatic Area 
Tel: 440353-440354           fax: 440355

Al-Majd Yemen School 206159
Middle East Modern School 447118
The English School                              419308
Tulip School   412249
Ienshams Modern school    671275, 671140
Rainbow Pre-School 414-026/424-433

AL-JANDUL Supermarket. 01-422610

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French -
German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. 01-240515

Abu Yaser Travel&Tourism tel:611560
Falcon Business Travel Center Tel: 446250 Fax: 446251
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Al-Sunidar  Fax: 265202 Tel. 241667/500808
Apollo Business Travel Center   Tel. 444000/888
Arabian Peninsula T & T Tel. 414755/410302

Fax: 414798  
Murjan Travel       Fax : 400555  Tel/ 216028 / 466881
Universal Business Travel Center    Tel: 441158/9/60

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      Tel. 01 -
417441 Fax: 412039
University of Applied and Social Science

Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441
Aden: 234533 / 234960

Queen Arwa University                   449971/2
Sana’a University                            250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567, Fax:675885
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To particepate 
contact: 71200540

CALYON
Corporate and Investment Bank

INSURANCE COMPANIES
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Al-SHAIBANI RESTAURANT SUPER DELUX

Haddah st. infront of  Al- Komaim Center
Tel: 266375 - 505290
Fax: 267619
P.O Box: 5465

TransGlobal logistics & Services Ltd.
Worldwide Movers
Tel: 01-444226/442135  FAx :01-442133
P.O Box 16884, Sana’a, Rep.of Yemen.
Email: transglobal@yemen.net.ye
Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye
Website: www.transglobalyemen.com
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Prices of Yemen Times in Gulf Countries -  KSA: 2 rials, UAE: 2 dirhams, Oman: 500 baisas, Qatar: 2 rials, Bahrain: 200 fils

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

To advertise please contact: 268661/2/3. Ext. 207

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L
A N D  H E A V Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S

Petrochemical plants, refineries.
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
Oil fields ancillary installations.
Air purification for industry
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa
Tel: (967-1) 441638
Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: cccyemen@y.net.ye

Aden
Tel: (967-2) 377328
Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

By: Dr. Hamdan Zaid Dammag
dammag@yementimes.com 

“A“Aljawhara” means
the gem in
A r a b i c .
However, for the
people of

Dhilmahmer, a small village in
Alnakeelain district in Ibb province, it is
the name of their precious ancient
spring. No one in this village or sur-
rounding villages knows for sure how
old Aljawhara is – some claim it is 400
years old and others say 200. Despite
this, almost everyone there knows the
story of Aljawhara narrated by locals
generation after generation. 

The Myth 
Long ago, Alnakeelain district experi-
enced a severe draught. A good man
named ‘Mohomed’ from a nearby vil-
lage traveled to Mecca for the Hajj and
resided there a long time. In his prayers
at the Kaaba, he asked God to show
mercy on his people in the village who
hungered and were in great difficulty.
One night, he saw the prophet
Mohammed (Peace be upon him) in his
dreams. The prophet spoke to him and
told him he would find a bundle beneath
his head upon waking, inside of which
was a precious gift sent to him by God.
The prophet ordered Mohomed to return
to his village and take the bundle with
him, asking him not to open it until he
reached his village. The next morning,
Mohomed found the bundle beneath his
head. He then returned home walking all
the way from Mecca to Ibb. While rest-
ing near his village, he thought of the
bundle and felt he could now find out
what was inside it. He wanted to be sure
of the gift given to him by the prophet
before telling the villagers about it. He
opened the bundle and suddenly a gem
fell to the ground and turned into a
spring. Haj Mohomed then was sorry for
not obeying the prophet’s command and
died that same day. As a sign of grate-
fulness and respect, the people of
Dhilmahmer village buried him near

where the gem fell. Over the years, his
grave was turned into a shrine (wali)
visited by Alnakeelain locals for bless-
ing and meditation. Many miracles of
Haj Mohomed are purported, especially
in healing illnesses. 

Facts and Observations    
Like many things in Yemen, an accurate
history of Aljawhara spring and shrine
(Al-Wali) cannot be verified. However,
Muttee Ahmed Dammaj, an electrical
engineer living in the area, told of a 150-
year-old agreement between farmers
regarding distribution of its water. “This
tells us that Aljawhara has been there at
least 150 years,” he concluded.  

Aljawhara spring itself is located
beneath the village mosque and wor-
shipers gather there for ablution around
prayer times. Villagers are permitted to
carry water to their homes for drinking
purposes, as Aljawhara is the only water
source for Dhilmahmer village. In dry
seasons, surrounding villagers queue for
water with their containers. Certain
hours of the day are allotted to village
women for washing clothes. Spring
water also is used in a controlled irriga-
tion system for certain village farms,
with two small dams regulating the irri-
gation process.

Aljawhara spring waters have never
stopped flowing as far as any villager
remembers. Sheik Ahmed Hamood, the
83-year-old village chief, claimed that
the water level is nearly the same year
round, in dry or rainy seasons. “During

early morning hours and at night, the
water is relatively warm, while it gets
cold in the afternoon,” he noted.

Haj Mohomed’s grave still exists
today. A small, domed white shrine,
called a wali in Yemen, was built with
the grave inside. Villagers from different
areas used to visit the wali for blessings
and meditation, especially sick people
wanting to get well and women wanting
to get pregnant. This mostly was during
the Imamate era when Yemen lacked
essential services such as schools and
hospitals.

However, only a few visit the shrine
nowadays, mostly women, despite the
recent spread of religious thought pro-
hibiting such visits. “We still see women
go there from time to time,” Hamood
said, “The wali is in bad condition
though and needs regular renovation.”
He pointed out that a few individuals
who appreciate the building’s historical
value help save the building from col-
lapsing from time to time. When asked
about any governmental or organiza-
tional aid to preserve the building,
Hamood replied, “No, no one seems to
care.”

This is Aljawhara, where myth and
reality blur: a spring mythically gifted
by a prophet and the only real water
source for Dhilmahmer village.

Dr. Hamdan Zaid Dammag is Editorial
Consultant at the Yemen Times. A poet
and short story writer for many litera-
ture publications, some in English, he is
a research fellow at the Institute of
Computing, London South Bank
University, UK.

Nowadays few villagers still visit the shrine.

Sheik Ahmed Hamood telling the
myth of the spring.

Aljawhara spring waters have never stopped flowing.

“Aljawhara”: a spring
mythically gifted by the Prophet


