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Tribal leader:
Saudi hostage in Shabwa

By: Abdurrahman Shamlan
for the Yemen Times

SANAA, April 18 — Saudi Arabia’s
Ministry of Interior said on Tuesday
that its kidnapped diplomat, Abdul-
lah Al-Khaledi, who was abducted
near his house in the port city of
Aden last month, is being held by a
Yemen-based Al-Qaeda branch, end-
ing twenty days of uncertainty sur-
rounding his fate.

In a press statement by the KSA
Interior Ministry, the official spokes-
man Major General Mansour Al-Tur-
ki, revealed that the Saudi embassy
in Sana’a had received a phone call
from Mashal Mohammed Rashid Al-
Shadokhi, a fugitive that numbers 77
on a list of the 85 most wanted men
by the Saudi regime.

Al-Shadokhi fled to Yemen in
2009 after the wings of Al-Qaeda in
Saudi Arabia and Yemen announced
their integration under the name of
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP).

The fugitive informed the embassy
that Al-Khaledi was being held by
Al-Qaeda and relayed the terror net-
work’s conditions and demands for
releasing him, noting that “the dip-
lomat is in good health.”

Al-Qaeda demanded that all de-
tained members of Al-Qaeda in the
kingdom’s jails, including female
members of the organization, be re-
leased and moved to Yemen, and that
a ransom payment to be named later
be paid, the Saudi ministry noted.

Al-Shadokhi mentioned six female
prisoners on charges of being linked
to Al-Qaeda by name, including Hey-
la Al-Qassir, Najwa Al-Saedi, Arwa
Al-Baghdadi, Hanan Al-Samkri, Na-
jla Al-Roomi, and Hayfa Al-Ahmadi.
Al-Qassir was sentenced to 15 years
in prison on Oct. 29, 2011 by the Spe-
cial Penal Court in Riyadh.

Turki noted that the terrorists

Righ: Ali Al-Hamdan, the Saudi Ambassador to Yemen,left: Mashal
Mohammed Rashid Al-Shadokhi, a Saudi fugitive in Yemen.

warned that Al-Khaledi will be killed
if their conditions and demands are
not met by the kingdom.

“Today they kidnapped a diplo-
mat, tomorrow they will blowup an
embassy and later they might kill a
prince,” Turki said.

He added that such demands by
Al-Qaeda are “acts of sabotage in
this world.”

“The kingdom will not enter into
any negotiations or bargain with Al-
Qaeda,” the London based Al-Hayat
Newspaper quoted the Saudi As-
sistant Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Prince Khaled bin Saud on Tuesday.

“We will exert all efforts to release
Al-Khaledi,” Saud said.

A tribal leader in the southern Ye-
meni governorate of Shabwa, Sheikh
Ali Abdsalam, told the local newsye-
men website on Tuesday that Al-
Khaledi is being held as a hostage by
Al-Qaeda in Shabwa.

The tribal leader declined to give
any further information other than
saying, “The whole governorate is
under the militant group’s control
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except for Ataq, the capital of Shab-
wa.”

Ansar Al-Shariah, a group affili-
ated to Al-Qaeda took control of Az-
zan, a city in Shabwa in early June
2011. The group also took control
over the whole of Rudum district in
Shabwa on March 23.

The Saudi embassy in Sana’a was
shut down on Tuesday, a day after
the consulate was closed in Aden. Ye-
menis trying to finish visa paperwork
are dismayed by the closure of the
embassy. The closures demonstrate
the anger in KSA over the abduction
of its deputy consul.

Similarly, the health of a Swiss
language teacher, who was report-
edly kidnapped last month by Al-
Qaeda militants in the impoverished
port city of Hodeida, has worsened, a
local source told newsyemen.

The abduction of foreigners and
Yemeni citizens has increased re-
cently by both tribesmen and armed
Islamists to pressure the government
into releasing prisoners or paying
huge ransoms.
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Dismissed general still
disobeying Hadi’s decision

e

[ s

-
r_ :

The UN Secretary General Special Advisor to Yemen, Jamal Benomer, affirmed on Wednesday
April 18 in a meeting with President Hadi that “ The International Community stands with Hadi in
implementing the power transition agreement in line with the GCC initiative.”

By: Mohammed Al-Samei

SANAA, April 18 — General Moham-
med Saleh Al-Ahmar, the dismissed
commander of the Air Force still
refuses to leave his office despite a
republican decree that removed him
from his position on April 6, accord-
ing to a source in the Air Force.

President Hadi gave a 48-hour
deadline on Sunday to Al-Ahmar to
relinquish power, otherwise he will
be prosecuted. The deadline ran out
on Wednesday.

The UN envoy Jamal bin Omar ar-
rived in Sana’a on April 18 to discuss
the current rebellion by Al-Ahmar
and the obstacles which the ousted
president Saleh’s relatives and sup-
porters are putting in the way of im-
plementing the political power trans-
fer agreement.

It was expected that Al-Ahmar will
leave his post on Wednesday, par-
ticularly after the arrival of the UN
envoy to Yemen.

The UN envoy is expected to dis-
cuss Saleh’s relatives’ refusal to
implement the presidential decrees
replacing them, according to Ab-
durrahman Al-Helali, the Air Force
press secretary.

“Al-Ahmar had been convinced to
step down, but the ousted president
and his relatives are forcing him not
to do so,” said Al-Helali.

“General Mohammed Nasser
Ahmed, the Minister of Defense, has
banned any warplane from taking
off from any air base in Yemen, ex-
cept with the permission from either
himself or President Hadi,” added Al-
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Helali.

“Brigadier Al-Ahmar attended a
meeting with the ousted president
Saleh who ordered him not to relin-
quish his position. Then he returned
on Monday with 20 military cars and
is still at the Air Force headquarters,”
said another military source.

Those loyal to the former regime
have realized that President Hadi is
no longer by their side, and they are
afraid that he might issue new de-
crees appointing new leaders in place
of the former regime’s loyal leaders,
according to the military source.

“The Air Force brigades will follow
the commands of the new command-
er,” added the military source.

All the brigades of the Air Force
have announced their support of the
presidential decrees and called on
Al-Ahmar to relinquish his position,
according to the Yemeni Ministry of
Defense.

President Hadi has received con-
gratulations from the officers and
soldiers of Al-And Military Airbase
in Lahj, Brigade 180 Air-defense in
Marib, Brigade 120 Air-defense in
Aden city, Tareq’s Airbase in Taiz,
Brigade 130 Air-defense in Hodeida,
Brigade 190 Air-defense in Al-Rayan
in Hadramout, and Brigade 67 in Ho-
deida, all who affirmed their support
for the decrees, according the De-
fense Ministry website.

The officers and soldiers have re-
quested the immediate implemen-
tation of the decrees and urged Al-
Ahmar to start his new job as the
advisor to the defense minister for
military manufacture, according to
the defense ministry.

Al-Ahmar has prevented the mem-
bers of the military committee from
entering the Air Forces headquar-
ters to mediate between him and the
newly appointed leader on Tuesday, a
military source said.

Brigadier General Tareq Moham-
med Abdullah Saleh, the former
president’s nephew, is also refusing
the implementation of the presiden-
tial decree appointing him as head of
Brigade 37 in Hadramout, and allow-
ing a new head of the Special Forces

to be appointed, according to a mili-
tary source.

President Hadi dismissed Mo-
hammed Saleh Al-Ahamr, Saleh’s
half-brother, and Tareq Mohammed
Abdullah Saleh, Saleh’s nephew two
weeks ago and appointed new leaders
to replace them.

Al-Ahmar refused the presidential
decree dismissing him and demand-
ed that the defense minister and oth-
er military commanders be sacked
before he will leave his office.

Sana’a  International  Airport
closed down on April 7 because of
Al-Ahmar’s supporters who imposed
a siege on the airport after the presi-
dential decree appointing a new Air
Force commander was announced.
The airport resumed its flights the
next day.

When demonstrations started by
soldiers in the Air Force calling for
their commander to be dismissed,
Al-Ahmar brought some troops from
the Central Security Forces to control
the Air Force headquarters at the Al-
Anad Military Airbase in Sana’a.

The ousted president Saleh is ac-
cused of hindering the implementa-
tion of President Hadi’s decrees. The
power transfer deal will be brought to
the Security Council again to discuss
Saleh’s relatives rebellion against
President Hadi’s decrees, according
to some sources in the Yemeni gov-
ernment.

“The ambassadors of the ten coun-
tries who witnessed the signature of
the GCC Initiative have shown their
willingness to convey the Yemeni is-
sue again to the Security Council to
punish those who hinder the imple-
mentation of the GCC Initiative,” said
the government sources.

A senior official in the Yemeni
government, requesting anonymity,
has told the UAE-based Al-Bayan
newspaper that Saleh’s relatives have
rebelled against the presidential de-
crees for their dismissal.

“The Security Council must impose
sanctions against Saleh’s relatives
who refused the decrees of appoint-
ing new leaders instead of them,” said
the official source.
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Tax numbers: new battle between Chamber of Commerce and Tax Authority

By Muaad Al-Magqtari

SANAA, April 18 — Since the Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry an-
nounced a full strike on Tuesday,
commercial shops in the Yemeni
capital of Sana’a have been closed.

Some traders and businessmen
staged a sit-in protest in front of the
Tax Authority in the Al-Safia area
of Sana’a, demanding that tax num-
bers be released and that the sales
tax law be cancelled.

The tax number is a card issued
by the Tax Authority which permits
traders to import, export or send
or receive money or goods. The Tax

Authority has taken the tax num-
bers after traders refused to pay the
duty fees.

But when the protests were re-
pressed by riot police on Monday
night, protestors decided to escalate
their actions and have gone on full
strike.

Mohammed Zaid Al-Mohal, the
director of the Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry in Sana’a, told
the Yemen Times that the strike will
continue until further notice.

“The strike came in response to
the way the riot police attacked the
peaceful traders’ sit-in, which left
some of them wounded,” Al-Mohal

said. He noted that their protests
had a prior permit from the Interior
Ministry.

“More than 4,000 containers have
been suspended in the ports of Ho-
deida and Aden for two months now,
and this has practically stopped the
import process. Some containers
consist of food products,” he point-
ed out.

On Monday, the Tax Authority said
in a statement that it has suspended
all of its activities because the em-
ployees cannot get into their offices
due to the protesters’ encampment,
which surrounds the authority.

However, Al-Mohal insisted that

all of the allegations in the Tax Au-
thority statement are baseless, em-
phasizing that the protesters did not
prevent anyone from entering the
government building.

In the past several of days, the
area in front of the Tax Authority
has witnessed continuous traders’
protests calling for releasing the tax
numbers, revoking the sales tax law,
and purging the authority of corrupt
officials.

The sales tax law, which was is-
sued in 2002, has not been enforced
due to disputes between the govern-
ment and traders.

In a statement on Tuesday, the

Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try demanded the immediate, un-
conditional release of tax numbers
which have been withheld by the
authority for more than 45 days, the
compensation of negatively-affected
traders, and the sacking of corrupt
officials, as well as the reorganiza-
tion of the authority.

The statement further called for
“paying back all money illegally
taken from the private sector’s mer-
chants at the ports and demanded
that the Tax Authority stop demand-
ing “the illegal sales tax law.”

After a day of suspended activi-
ties, the Tax Authority announced

the recommencement of its opera-
tion on Tuesday after the protesters
were forcibly removed by the riot
police.

Mohammed Ghaleb, the Tax Au-
thority chief, told the official Saba
News Agency that his department
works according to existing sales
tax laws and regulations and that it
did not impose any new law.

The tax numbers were withheld
when the merchants and business-
men refused to pay the sales tax for
three years, according to Ghaleb,
who underlined the importance of
withholding the tax numbers when
traders violate the tax laws.

Personnel from the Disabled Care
and Rehabilitation Fund receive
death threats

By: Mohamed Al-Samei

SANAA, April 18 — The preparatory
committee of the Disabled Care and
Rehabilitation Fund (DCRF) staff
condemns the phone call death
threats against the staff made in
reaction to their demonstrations
demanding the dismissal of their
manager on grounds of corruption,
Abdullah Al-Hamdani.

The Criminal Investigation of-
fice’s representative, Major Mosleh
Al-Omaisi, threatened in public that
he would send Shawqi Al-Maqtari, a
lawyer at DCRF, to prison, accord-
ing to a statement by the prepara-
tory committee.

On the other side, it condemned
threats to send staff members to
prison if they continue demonstrat-
ing for the DCRF manager’s dis-
missal.

The statement also condemned
the death threats by telephone
against Najeeb Al-Qadasi, a social

researcher at DCRF. The death
threats were intended to make an
example of Al-Qadasi to the rest of
his colleagues at DCRF.

“The Minister of Interior and the
Minister of Social Affairs and La-
bor are responsible for the safety of
the DCRF’s staff, according to the
preparatory committee,” reads the
statement.

A ministerial committee headed
by Jawhra Mohamed, the state min-
ister was formed in order to look
into the threats against DCRF staff
and act promptly on their demands,
which began three months ago.

The preparatory committee de-
manded that the Prime Minister,
Mohammed Salem Basindawa,
validate the ministerial commit-
tee’s decision to dismiss the fund
manager.

The statement called on the Min-
ister of Interior to give orders to the
head of Political Security to inves-
tigate the threatening of workers

at DCRF by Major Al-Omaisi and
other majors to investigate them
in order to threaten to stop demon-
strating against the fund manager.

These officials of the Criminal
Investigation use their positions to
serve thee manager and got a lot of
money in return, according to the
committee.

The ministerial committee de-
cided to dismiss Abdullah Al-Ham-
dani, the fund manager, on grounds
of corruption after several protests
demanding his removal and con-
veyed to the Prime Minister that
there are official documents that
prove corruption in the fund.

“Al-Hamdani still manages the
fund and threatens workers de-
manding his removal,” said Na-
jeeb Al-Qadasi, an employee at the
fund.

The fund provides over 50,000
disabled people with different ser-
vices including medicines and cash
assistance.

New Taiz governor: I asked Hadi to
give me full control over security

By: Emad Al-Saqqaf

TAIZ, April 18 — The newly-ap-
pointed governor of Taiz, Shawqi
Ahmed Hayel, met on Monday
morning with the representatives
of protesters from the 33rd Ar-
mored Brigade in the governorship
building in Taiz.

President Hadi appointed Hayel
by decree on April 6 to be the new
governor of Taiz, after security had
deteriorated in the city leading to
many deaths and incidents of rob-
bery. Monday was Hayel’s first day
as governor.

The protesting soldiers have had
their salaries withheld since op-
posing former president Saleh, and
siding with the revolution. They
were happy that the new governor
had shown an interest in their com-
plaints, and that he had promised
to resolve them.

Also on Monday Hayel presided
over a meeting with all the gov-
ernorship employees. During the
meeting they discussed a range of
important issues.

In aspeech, Hayel said,“President
Hadi showed exceptional interest
in Taiz governorate, and described
it as the hub of Yemen’s culture and
history. He said that its stability
will be reflected onto Yemen.”

“Hadi promised that Taiz will not
be marginalized again, and that it

will witness development in a way
that’s commensurate with its his-
toric status, stressing that he would
give me all authority to enable me
to develop the governorate,” he con-
tinued.

Hayel said that the initial priori-
ties will concentrate on restoring
security, and improving the educa-
tion and health sectors.

“We will do our best to make Taiz
an ideal governorate in all fields.
We will follow up on all approved
strategic development projects,
such as water desalination, the
medical city, sports city, Faculty of
Medicine and its hospital. We will

also work to finish the projects of
developing Mocha Port and the air-
port,” added Hayel.

Hayel said he would be paying a
visit to the donor countries to make
sure that the funding for the afore-
mentioned projects goes smoothly
and as scheduled.

“T have accepted this post after
making the condition that the po-
litical leadership gives me all the
necessary authority in the gover-
norate, especially over the security
apparatus, in order to be able to re-
store security and order. And that
all mediations and commandments
which were imposed upon the pre-
vious governors, be prohibited,” he
said.

“We will open up an office at the
gate of the governorship build-
ing which will be designed to re-
ceive complaints from the people,”
promised Shawqi. He stressed that
all complaints would be responded
to within 24 hours as they will be
distributed to deputies, and deputy
assistants in a way that ensures
there will be no procrastination,”
added Shawqi.

He concluded his speech by urg-
ing everyone to work together with
a team spirit in order to restore se-
curity and stability, and to support
the strategic projects in order to
build the city that all of Taiz resi-
dents dream of.

Anger over abduction of doctor at
Military Hospital in Sana’a

YT photo by Muaad Al-Magtari

Personnel of the military hospital in Sana’a protested on Tuesday demanding the release of their
colleague Dr. Tamim Al-Shami

By: Muaad Al-Maqtari

SANAA, April 18 — The state of an-
ger is heightening over the kidnap-
ping of the doctor, Tamim Al-Sha-
mi, in the Military Hospital in the
Yemeni capital Sana’a on Sunday.

Dozens of doctors, along with
Al-Shami’s family members, staged
a sit-in protest on Tuesday and
Wednesday at the Military Hospi-
tal, demanding that Al-Shami be
immediately released.

The protesters say that the doc-
tor was kidnapped by military in-
telligence agents because he led a
campaign calling for rights of the
hospital staff, as well as for provi-
sion of new medical equipment.

Dr. Mukhtar Al-Hadi, specialist
in anesthesia and intensive care in
the Military Hospital, said Al-Sha-
mi, who is head cardiologist, was
kidnapped because he demanded
that the medical staff of the hos-
pital be treated equally to their
colleagues at 48 Hospital, which
belongs to the Republican Guard,

commanded by Ahmed Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh, the former president’s
son.
Al-Hadi pointed out that Al-
Shami continued calling for equal-
ity and criticizing the disparity
between the employees of the two
hospitals until he succeeded in
achieving some level of equality. He
attributed Al-Shami’s relative suc-
cesses to the youth revolution that
pressed the Yemeni authorities to
respond to the people’s demands.

The administration of the Mili-
tary Hospital declined to comment
on the matter, asking Yemen Times
to first obtain a note signed by the
Ministry of Defense authorizing
them to speak to the newspaper.

For his part, Yahya Al-Shami,
a member of the Yemeni Social-
ist Party Political Bureau, warned
of the serious repercussions that
might result from kidnapping the
cardiologist.

“Kidnapping Al-Shami reflected
massive corruption in the military
medical sector, which even pre-

vents journalists and media work-
ers from reporting truth to the pub-
lic,” said the socialist member.

“Everyone knows that Al-Shami
stood against the methods and
practices in place in the Military
Hospital in particular, and in the
military medical sector in general.
He spearheaded protests against
the disparity of salaries between
the employees of the Military Hos-
pital and 48 Hospital,” he added.

A statement released by the pro-
testers accused the military intelli-
gence of making Al-Shami quit his
job at the hospital, forcing him to
sign an agreement under extreme
duress.

The statement further called on
the Ministry of Defense and the
General Staff to quickly release Al-
Shami and get him reinstated at the
Military Hospital.

The protesters vowed to escalate
their protests until Al-Shami is re-
leased and those responsible for
abducting him are held account-
able.

Wind-run power station to be
established in Yemen

By: Ahmed Dawood

SANAA, April 18 — The Arab Fund
for Economic and Social Develop-
ment (AFESD) signed an agree-
ment on Monday in the Moroccan
city of Marrakech granting Yemen
USD 65 million.

The donation will be directed to
finance a wind-powered electric-
ity station with a total capacity of
60 MW in the Mocha area in Taiz
governorate.

The agreement was signed by the
Yemeni Minister for Planning and
International Cooperation, Mo-
hammed Al-Sadi, and the AFESD

General Director, Abdul-Atif Yousif
Al-Hamad.

The agreement comes at a time
when Yemen is in a dire need of fi-
nancial assistance as it cannot meet
its increasing energy demands, and
its electrical generating stations in
Marib are subjected to frequent at-
tacks.

Dr. Mohammed Jubran, profes-
sor of economics at Sana’a Univer-
sity, told the Yemen Times that “the
cost of wind-powered electricity
stations is cheaper than those op-
erating on gas or oil. Furthermore,
the wind-run stations are environ-
ment friendly.”

Jubran stressed that it was high-
ly important that the national uni-
ty government choose a specialized
company to construct the wind sta-
tion in order to make use of such
large donation.

The Arab Fund for Economic and
Social Development is a regional
financial institution based in Ku-
wait. It was established in 1986
based on a proposal put forward by
Kuwait.

AFESD members are comprised
of Arab countries, and it aims to
enhance and encourage coopera-
tion and solidarity among the Arab
countries.
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Yemeni army reorganizing is top priority

By: Mohammed Al-Samei

After they succeeding

in bringing down the
former President Ali Abdullah Saleh, protesters in
squares across the country stress the dire need for

reorganizing the army, considering it a top priority.

Since July 2011, anti-Saleh protesters have been calling for the

army reorganizing and removing Saleh’s aides.

n February 21, Ye-

menis headed to poll-

ing stations across Ye-

men and voted for the

sole presidential can-
didate, Abd Rabu Mansour Hadi, to
officially put an end to the 33-year-
rule of former president Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh, whose son, Ahmed, still
runs the Republican Guard, and
whose nephew, Yahya Mohammed
Abdullah, commands the Central
Security Forces, among other high-
ranking family members.

General Mohammed Saleh Al-
Ahmar, Saleh's half-brother, re-
fused to comply with the repub-
lican decree firing him, and shut
down Sana'a International Airport
for 24 hours to protest his dismiss-
al. Hafidh Mayad, a close aide to
Saleh who was fired from his post
as General Director of the Yemeni
Economic Corporation (YEC) has
also defused the order for his re-
moval.

Mayad was reported to have
stormed the YEC headquarters in
Sana'a with armed men and held
a meeting with directors, ordering
the members of the board to not
carry out any directives from the
newly-appointed general director,
as though he was still their boss.

The revolutionaries may differ on
numerous issues, but they all agree
on the dire need to reorganize the
army as soon as possible. They
want a unified, national army and
security apparatus that protects

Yemen and Yemenis, not a military
whose main function is to kill dis-
sidents or send them to prison.

There is no dispute among Ye-
menis about the vital importance
of the upcoming national dia-
logue, but most people whom Ye-
men Times asked said the dialogue
should be held after the army is re-
organized.

The people demand that Presi-
dent Hadi, and the National Unity
Government, quickly restructure
the armed and security forces in

o6

The political forces,
and the nation’s
Jactions, including
the revolutionary
youth, would

be more keen to
participate in the
national dialogue
and agree on
agendas which are
in the best interest
of the nation.

Former president’s nephew, Yahya Mohammed Abdullah Saleh, still heads the Central Security Forces.

line with the Gulf Cooperation
Council  (GCC)-initiated, UN-
backed power transfer deal signed
in Riyadh in November of last year.
According to the deal, the armed
and security forces will take com-
mands from the Defense and Inte-
rior ministries, respectively.

"President Hadi and the National
Unity Government must reorga-
nize the army and security institu-
tions and make them follow the De-
fense and Interior ministries," said
Ahmed Al-Suidi, a revolutionary
youth from Amran governorate.

"Restructuring the army would
pave the way for a successful na-
tional dialogue as there would be
no security obstacles to hinder it,"
he continued.

“The participants in the national
dialogue should pay more attention
to and hammer out lasting solutions
for the southern and Sa'ada predic-
aments, try to find exit routes from
the current prolonged economic
crisis, as well as heed the youths'
demands,” Al-Suidi added.

Abdurrahman Al-Haj, a revolu-

tionary activist from Ta'iz gover-
norate, told the Yemen Times, "the
army troops and the police still
lack values in terms of loving their
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“What’s

important, to us,

is that the military
institutions’ control
returns to the
government and no
are longer led by
Saleh’s family. We
[the youth] have
been struggling and
we will not go home
until our demands
are met,”

L
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national army.
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Former president’s son, Ahmed Ali Abdullah Saleh, still heads the Republican Guards which its troops form the third of the

homeland, obligations to safeguard
its gains, and loyalty to the nation;
not to individuals, or a family. Fur-
thermore, the military needs a re-
sponsible leadership."

"The army should deal decisively
with the terrorist, lawless individu-
als or groups that spread fear and
terror among the people whether
they are in Sa’ada, or in the south-
ern part of the country,” he said.

Abdullah Abdu-Bari, another ac-
tivist in Change Square in Sana'a,
believes that the army shakeup is
imperative because the national
dialogue cannot be held amid the
current circumstances.

"We want the national dialogue
to be held after the former regime
is completely overthrown, as we
don't want it to be influenced by re-
gime remnants," he says.

"We want the national dialogue
to tackle some issues of primary
importance including the southern
dilemma, and the crippled national
economy. We also want them to
boost investment in the country.
We really want to regain our right-
ful effective role and status among
the states of the world," he contin-
ued.

Mohammed Gazi, a media ac-
tivist in the revolution from Lahj
governorate, told the Yemen Times
that restructuring the army must
be achieved before holding the
national dialogue, because it will
resolve many problems and will fa-
cilitate the dialogue process.

Gazi underlined the importance
of resolving the southern secession
dilemma, and the issues in Sa'ada,
which has been the scene of inter-
mittent violent clashes since 2004.

"The government must regain
control of areas taken over by mili-
tant groups,” Gazi said.

Omar Al-Omisi, a protester in
Hajja's Change Square, believes
that reorganizing the army is of
more urgent importance than hold-
ing the dialogue, stressing that the
former would lay the groundwork
for the latter.

"How can the national dialogue
be held as long as the deposed
President is still able to undermine
security and thwart the process
through his well-placed relatives
and aides, who have key leading
posts in the Republican Guard, the
Central Security Forces, and the
Special Guard?" asked Al-Omisi.

Holding the national dialogue
before the reorganization of the
armed and security forces is a
breach of the GCC deal, according
to Al-Omisi.

"What's important, to us, is that

the military institutions' control
returns to the government and no
are longer led by Saleh's family. We
[the youth] have been struggling
and we will not go home until our
demands are met," he said.

"We call on President Hadi to
wisely heed the youths' demands,
chief among which is shaking up
the army."

Ahmed Mukibar, a protester
who has been camping in Sana'a's
Change Square for over a year, told
the Yemen Times that great impor-
tance is attached to the army reor-
ganizing because it would motivate
the various political forces and
factions, many of whom demand
the complete overthrow of Saleh’s
regime, to take part in the upcom-
ing dialogue. He also said it would
mark the end of Saleh and his inner
circle's manipulation of Yemen's
military and its lucrative institu-
tions.
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“How can the
national dialogue be
held as long as the
deposed President

is still able to
undermine security
and thwart the
process through his
well-placed relatives
and aides, who have
key leading posts

in the Republican
Guard, the Central
Security Forces, and
the Special Guard?”

"The political forces, and the na-
tion's factions, including the revo-
lutionary youth, would be more
keen to participate in the national
dialogue and agree on agendas
which are in the best interest of the
nation," Mukibar said.

"The army shakeup is the sec-
ond main demand of the revolution
against the ex-President, for which
hundreds of revolutionary protest-
ers sacrificed their blood," added
Mukibar, calling on Hadi to start
by reorganizing the army and then
holding the inclusive national dia-
logue.
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riving in Seiyun

Story and photos by
Haykal Bafana

eiyun, with a population
of about 30,000, is the
main town in Wadi Had-
ramout.

Driving in Seiyun is at
first a disconcerting experience, as
many features of driving life else-
where are conspicuously absent.

- None of the many streets, wheth-

er asphalted, limestone cobbled or
packed dirt, bear any name signs.
There are no speed limit signs, and
roadside signs bear proclamations
in Arabic such as “Remember Al-
lah”, “Praise is to Allah” and “Allah
is great”.

€&

All the drivers and
motorcyclists on
the roads of Seiyun
are men, for in
Wadi Hadhramaut,
women simply do
not drive.

While there are traffic lights at
every major junction, occasionally
blinking amber, most of the time
they simply do not work. Petrol sta-
tions only carry a single grade of
either leaded petrol or diesel.

The procession of cars that can
be seen in Seiyun range from spar-

kling chrome-heavy Land Cruisers
to rust-laden Land Rovers more
than 50 years old.

Luxury cars, such as a black
Hummer said to be owned by a
Hadhrami from Singapore, and a
gold Porsche Cayenne said to be
owned by a Hadhrami with busi-
nesses in Jeddah, are unexpectedly
common.

- These look admittedly odd in Ye-

men, which by official economic
statistics is supposed to be the
poorest country in the Arab world.
But in Hadhramaut, the obviously
healthy local economy is entirely
cash-based, and essentially imper-
vious to substantive regulation by
the government based in Sana’a.

With a large community of Hadh-
ramis resident outside of Hadhra-
maut, there are also many vehicles
bearing plates from Saudi Arabia,
Oman, Abu Dhabi and even as far
away as Kuwait.A drive into the
crowded souk of Seiyun is a chal-
lenge. Seiyun developed into an ad-
ministrative & commercial center
for Wadi Hadhramaut prior to the
era of motorvehicles.

As a result, narrow lanes barely
passable for a car weave in every
direction between traditional mud
brick buildings which can be up to
6 storeys high.

Vehicles are parked in intimate
proximity wherever space is avail-
able, leaving just enough room
for the door to be opened without
causing noticeable damage to the
next car.

One has to constantly look out
for the mobile shop (a wheelbar-
row with an umbrella attached),
which peddles everything from

flydubai.com

Dubai.Get Going.
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Motorcycles are everywhere, and consist mainly of the Saudi “Sweyd” and the Chinese “Shinco”, with the odd Japanese make

being seen.

Russian watches to traditional per-
fumes. And once in a while, entire
streets leading to the souk are shut
down when hundreds of Shabwani
tribal dancers parade on the roads,
adorned with red and black head-
scarves and wooden canes.

The main square next to the Sei-
yun Castle and the Big Mosque is
particularly busy, as all the mon-
eychangers and most of the shops
selling the famous Hadhrami hon-
ey are located there. _

Vehicles are parked here in spec-
tacular randomness, entirely ignor-
ing the faintly visible paint which
marks out the parking lots. To get
out of particularly tight spots, the
unofficial traffic wardens step in -
these local boys use a series of hand
signals worthy of a ground traffic
controller at an airport to skillfully
guide the car to freedom - 100 ri-
yals will do as a tip (US$0.50).

A car wash to clean off the ever
present desert dust is also available
for 300 riyals (US$1.50). In other
areas of Seiyun, any convenient
space is used to park, and there are
no parking fees payable anywhere.
But beware - parking at or near a
traffic junction is liable to see one’s
vehicle towed away without warn-
ing to the traffic police compound,
to be released only after paying a
hefty fine.

All the drivers and motorcyclists
on the roads of Seiyun are men,
for in Wadi Hadhramaut, women
simply do not drive. When asked,
a Hadhrami man said “Yes, about
ten years ago, there was a woman
in Seiyun who drove a car - she was
a teacher from Egypt in a school
here.” _

Motorcycles are everywhere, and
consist mainly of the Saudi “Sweyd”
and the Chinese “Shinco”, with the
odd Japanese make being seen. A
125 cc Sweyd with a furry lambskin

Now you can book to fly to Dubai from USD 165.

From 22 April, you can fly direct to Dubai on one of our brand new Boeing 737s.

Our one way, tax-inclusive fares start from just USD 165. And that includes
a checked baggage allowance of up to 20 kg. Call 01 446750 today.
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Occasionally, a herd
of goats or camels
crossing the road
results in a minor
traffic jam, until the
animals have moved

off.

seat is a popular choice as a young
man’s first set of wheels.

Many of the motorcyclists are
very young, and do not have motor-
cycle licenses. In fact, alicense does
not appear to be a requirement for
driving any vehicle in Seiyun.

It is common to see motorcycles
with 2 or even 3 passengers riding
pillion. At night, many of the mo-
torcyclists do not switch on their
headlights and indicator lights, a
practice based on a variety of some-
what strange reasons.

25 year old student Umbarak

says “My eyesight is good, so I don’t .

need the headlights.” And Qais, a
13 —year- old motorcyclist, was the
most cryptic.

“It is better to switch off the
lights - otherwise, people can see
me,” he said.

Pedestrian pavements are laid
only in some areas of Seiyun, which
means that vehicles share the roads
with pedestrians - and the latter do
not always walk on the side.

Pedestrian life is further compli-
cated by the fact that there are no
pedestrian crossing signals, and no
zebra crossings can be seen - pre-

Route

Sana’a - Dubai
Dubai - Sana’a
Sana’a - Dubai
Dubai - Sana’a

sumably, the offence of jaywalking
is legally impossible in Seiyun.
To cross the road, it is advisable to

look in both directions - frequently, .

motorcycles, cars and the occa-
sional donkey or camel are mer-
rily heading in the wrong direction.
However, pedestrians crossing any
road are given ample time to do
so, and indeed, thetraffic halts for
women or children to cross.

Occasionally, a herd of goats or
camels crossing the road results in
a minor traffic jam, until the ani-
mals have moved off.

Against this backdrop, one would
expect that accident rates would be
higher than normal in Seiyun. But
in this Hadhrami city, the reverse is

true. Speeding is almost unknown,
and at every traffic junction, cars
slow down automatically.

In a reversal of usual practice,
cars going straight give way to the
opposite traffic that is turning. The
impression one gets, especially at
traffic junctions, is that each driver
is desperately trying to give way to
other drivers.

The customary din in almost any
Arab city of incessantly blaring ve-
hicle horns, is blissfully absent in
Seiyun. And all this without the
necessity of a bloated traffic police
force or strict laws and fines.

One is almost compelled to con-
clude that Seiyun has some of the
safest roads on earth.

Operating

Sunday & Monday
Sunday & Monday
Wednesday & Friday
Wednesday & Friday

All times are local.

Arrive
13:10
08:40
21:55
17:25
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Oxfam

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT

Oxfam, an international NGO working with others to find lasting solutions to poverty and suffering, has
been working in Yemen since 1983. Oxfam announces the following vacancies for its development program

Finance Assistant

Contract Duration: 7 months
Location: Hodeidah

The role

In this role you will have to check payment requests
and release them in a timely manner, ensure that
all supporting documents are attached with full and
correct coding and proper authorization. You will input
transactions and ensure weekly revision, maintain
proper filing system (paper & electronic), and follow
up on staff floats on timely clearance and in line with
Yemen authorization policy guidelines. You will be
keeping all assets’ registers on monthly basis, and
maintaining floats, debtors, creditors, and registers.
You will also perform other tasks requested by Finance
Officer to ensure smooth running of the programme.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with a degree in Finance
and at least two years experience in the same field.
The ideal candidate will have the ability to implement
office and finance systems, procedural and legal
knowledge on various administrative and finance
functions, and ability to handle financial matters and
work to deadlines. You will have the ability to work as
part of a multi-cultural team so you will need to have
excellent communication skills in both English and
Arabic and sound computer skills.

drivers. You will ensure proper filing system (paper &
electronic), maintain all assets’ registers, enter data
and update tracking sheets. You will be maintaining
communications equipment, including telephones
and fax, and preserving fuel consumption of Oxfam
vehicles or vehicles hired by Oxfam. You will also
perform any other duties requested by Logistics
Officer.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with a degree in business
administration and any relevant experience. You will
have proven negotiation skills, the ability to work in
multicultural team and under pressure responding to
changing needs. You shall have a good experience in
purchasing, warehousing, vehicle management, and
administration, the ability to communicate effectively
in both Arabic and English, and a valid clean driving
license.

Agriculture and
Livestock Officer

Contract Duration: 11 months
Location: Hodeidah

The role
In this role you will have to provide technical advice/
support to beneficiaries in crop, livestock production,

report writing. You will support the team leader in the
production of donor reports, work with partners to
ensure reporting is completed in a timely manner and
that reports are of high quality and encourage gender
mainstreaming in livelihood programming.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with at least three years
experience in community development, community
mobilization, and programming in early recovery
settings with preferably post graduate degree or
relevant discipline in agriculture, livestock production,
development, social studies or microenterprise
development. You will have proven experience in
community action planning processes, knowledge
of working with partners, and good understanding
of Oxfam partnership policies. You shall have the
ability to communicate effectively in both English and
Arabic.

Senior Field Officer

Contract Duration: 11 months
Location: Hodeidah

The role

In this role you will supervise public health and
livelihoods staff, provide technical advice/support to
field officers, and build the capacity of Oxfam staff
and partner. You will lead in linking farmers/ livestock

organize meetings/workshops for buyers, and facilitate
the support of government agricultural extension staff
in crop and livestock production activities. You will
facilitate support to community health workers and
volunteers in public health activities. You will manage
field staff, represent Oxfam as necessary, and work
with partners and field staff to ensure that reporting
is completed in a timely manner and that reports
are of high quality. You will play a key role to ensure
integrated programming between public health, food
security and livelihood project components.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with at least three years
experience in community development, community
mobilization, and programming in early recovery
settings with preferably post graduate degree or
relevant discipline in public health, agriculture,
livestock production, development, social studies or
microenterprise development. You will have proven
experience in community action planning processes
and in working with partners, and good assessment
and analytical skills. You will have to work creatively,
innovatively; using owns initiative with limited direct
supervision, and work effectively as a team player.
You will have good experience in promoting gender
equity, high level of interpersonal and communications
skills with the ability to communicate effectively
in both Arabic and English. You will have proven
experience in networking, influencing and negotiation,
and considerable experience in training and capacity

management and marketing, and manage capacity
building for Oxfam staff and partners. You will link
farmers/ livestock producers to marketing institutions/
companies, organise meetings/workshops for buyers,
advise farmers in marketing agreements (contracts),
and ensure mainstreaming of DRR and proper use and
management of natural/environmental resources. You
will be supporting government agricultural extension
staff in crop and livestock production activities,
leading in project assessments, data analysis and

producers to marketing institutions/companies, building.

Logistic Assistant

Contract Duration: 7 months
Location: Hodeidah

To apply: If you believe that you have the qualifications and skills to excel in either of these
positions, please send a copy of your CV and a cover letter, clearly stating the job you are applying
for, to yemenjobs@oxfam.org.uk

The role
In this role you will have to assist in the supervision
of watchmen, casual labors in warehouse, and

Closing date for applications is 3rd May 2012
Female candidates are encouraged to apply

Oxfam

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT

Oxfam, an international NGO working with others to find lasting solutions to poverty and suffering, has been working
in Yemen since 1983. Oxfam announces the following vacancies for its development programme:

Monitoring, Evaluation and
Learning Officer;

Project Manager;

‘Promoting Women’s Leadership,
Security and Gender Justice’ Project

Project Officer;

’Promoting Women’s Leadership, Security
and Gender Justices’ (2 Positions)

Finance Officer;

‘Promoting Women’s Leadership,
Security and Gender Justice’
Project

‘Promoting Women'’s Leadership,
Security and Gender Justices’

. Location: Sana’a & Taiz
Project

Contact Duration: One year

Location: Sana’a
Contact Duration: One year Location: Sana’a
Location: Sana’a Contact Duration: One year

Contact Duration: One year The role

You will have a proven track record of contributing to overall
project development by emphasising appropriate approaches
to mainstreaming gender in all project activities. You will be
able to provide intensive gender-focused and needs-based
technical support to project partners, as well as an ability to
monitor project activities, both technically and financially. You
will undertake project budget preparation and monitoring,
and will assist in fundraising and proposal writing for new
initiatives.

The role

In this key role you will have proven experience of leading
a team, proven experience and/or contribution to advocacy
and policy development for gender injustice related aspects.
You will have strong project management skills, and will be
able to develop and deliver quality programmes. You will
be able to demonstrate a high level of coordination with
civil society partner organizations and staff in the country
and region within a dynamic and changing context, and will
be capable of managing all elements of the project, from
planning, monitoring, and evaluation through to learning.
You will oversee budget preparation and project monitoring,
and will assist in fundraising and proposal writing for new
initiatives.

The role

You will undertake financial and administrative
matters in accordance with established procedures,
monitor partner grants, project budget and
update forecast. Maintain close donor contract
administration. Undertake and monitor all payments
including transfers to partner organizations and
prepare for internal and external audits. Strengthen
capacity of staff and partners by training and
supporting them in financial management issues at
different stages of the project cycle and providing
written financial feedback.

The role

You will be participating in the development of the
project’s participatory monitoring and evaluation
system, training project partners on Oxfam’'s MEAL
concepts and tools, including the report writing. You
will assist the Manager in the creation of the project
with necessary updates on the system, conduct
monitoring visits to field locations and meet partners
and beneficiaries. You will be participating in specific
research studies related to project components,
supporting in the collection and documentation of the
case studies, in coordination with Communication and
Media Officer.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with 3 years of experience working
in gender programmes, with a degree in social sciences or a
related discipline including law and gender. You will have an
understanding of the country context, including the political
context and implication on women, and experience of working
in the development sector. You will show sensitivity to gender
and equity issues. The ideal candidate will have demonstrated
communication skills, willingness and fitness to travel for
sustained periods of time, and the ability to work well with
others and as part of a team. You will have excellent oral and
written communication skills in both English and Arabic, and
will possess good computer skills.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with at least degree in
finance related subject or professional accountancy
qualification, and three years experience of
financial and people management in similar size
organization, as well as ability to work as part of
a multi-cultural team and communicate effectively,
both verbally and in writing in Arabic and English,
sound computer skills and ability to travel
extensively in country.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with a minimum of 5 years
progressive experience managing and implementing
development projects, with preferably a post graduate
degree in social sciences or related discipline including law
and gender & development. You will have proven knowledge
of project management, and experience of working in the
development sector, ideally with knowledge of gender
injustice and gender inequality and its relevance to poverty
and vulnerability. You will be able to demonstrate outstanding
analysis skills and will show excellent organisational skills.
You will be able to translate strategies into actions that make
a difference on the ground. Equally important will be your
creative approach to problem solving and your influential
communication skills in both Arabic and English, and your
ability to gain the confidence, trust, and respect of everyone
around you.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with 2 years intensive
experience of working in gender or women centered
projects, with a university degree in Social Sciences.
You should have sound knowledge and experience
in monitoring, evaluation and learning (Data analyses
methods, assessment methods and tools). You
should have proven experience of using MS Office
applications, good knowledge of graphic design
programmes is preferable. You should have the
ability to gather information, collate and systemize for
effective communication and networking. Your ability
to be a self starter who can work with some support
and at the same time to work as part of a multi-cultural
team and communicate effectively is essential, so you
will need to be fluent in English and Arabic.

To apply
If you believe that you have the qualifications and skills to excel in either of these positions,
please send a copy of your CV and a cover letter, clearly stating the job you are applying for,
to yemenjobs@oxfam.org.uk
Closing date for applications is 3oth April 2012
Female candidates are encouraged to apply
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

Bilingual (Arabic/English)
SQL Server / Oracle database
WAN/LAN

VIRDI Proximity Cards of UNION
Community

In security you will always seek

&}ummrelwmsm

Compatible with Fingerprint readers,

services:

Fingerprint / Proximity Cards
Time Attendance System

Sana’a, Moqadisho Street. PO BOx: 12176Tel: 537968

Fax: 471669, Email: betasys@yemen.net.y, betasys@y.net.ye

A complete array of inovative
integrated solutions to satisfy the
great demands on automation and
computerized services.

We provide the following solutions and

Time Attendance System, CCTV System, Access Control
System, Van Sales, Integrated Account System, E-Inventory,
Pharmacy System, Self-Service on Touch Screen, Biometric
Authentication System, Barcode systems, Hotel
System, ATM monitoring and many other systems
tailored according to our clients needs.

- For Information
Technology

Five Star Logistics Inugrated Third Branch in Hodeida

Friday, 14 April — Five Star Logistics
hosted Launching ceremony at HODEI-
DA, His Excellency Pakistani Ambassa-
dor and Consul, a number of Pakistani
and Yemeni attended the ceremony.

Since Established FIVE STAR LO-
GISTICS in 2001, it is the third branch
office in Yemen.

Five Star Logistics has already a
headquarters in Sana’a and a branch in
Aden and now presenting in its third one
in Hodeida.

Five Star is committed to provide cus-
tomer Multi Model Transport /Logistic
services domestic and worldwide.

Five Star Logistics is currently a
member of World Freight Group, World
Logistics Alliance, Global Transport
Organization, USA, Weiss Rohlig, Reli-
ance Freight and AMI Middle East and
presenting in Yemen.

With Extensive network world Five
Star Logistics is fully capable to provide,
International freight forwarding Ser-
vices, Airfreight/sea freight Import and

Pakistani Ambassador and Consular
cutting inauguration cake.

Export, Local and International Land
transportation to/from GCC countries,
Custom Clearance all airport and sea-
port/Borders in Yemen, International
door to door services, Warehousing,
packing and Documentation, Handling
of Dangerous Cargo, Personal effects,
Diplomatic cargo, Special flight /direct
deliveries.

Five Star Logistics is First ISO 9001
Certified company in Yemen In Logis-

DP WORLD

Aden

Pakistanin, Yemeni Community

tics.

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS, is going to
Launch Direct Console Services from
Jebel Ali free zone to Sana’a airport very
soon.

Finally, we would like to thank to all
our customers for their support and as-
sure our professional services for ever.

Five Star Logistics is also going to
launch also a Display center for in Hodei-
da and Sana’a for Pakistani Products.

Titanic photo shows
evidence of human remains

By: Claudine Zap

newly released photo

from the North At-

lantic site of the ship-

wrecked RMS Titanic

shows evidence of hu-
man remains, federal officials are
saying.

In observance of the 100th anni-
versary of the ship’s sinking, a 2004
image was reissued to the public in
an uncropped version, which shows
a coat and boots buried in the mud
at the site two-and-a-half miles be-
low the ocean’s surface, where the
legendary passenger liner now lies.

Word of the new photo caused
Yahoo! searches to surge on “titanic

” «

remains,” “real titanic pictures un-
derwater,” and “titanic may hold
passengers.”

Dr. James P. Delgado, the direc-
tor of the Maritime Heritage Mu-
seum at the National Oceanic and
Atmosphere Administration told
Yahoo News over the phone that the
way the boots are placed together
makes a “compelling case” that they
belonged to a body.

The scientist, who was responsi-
ble for mapping the shipwreck dur-
ing a 2010 expedition for NOAA,
says that the image was rereleased
in its full form (it was originally
published to show only one boot) to
serve as a reminder that the ship is
an “underwater resting place” and
needs to be better protected and re-
spected.

The newly published image was
first reported by the New York
Times — which also noted that not
all Titanic experts agree there are

" DP World Aden
= Welcomes The Maiden Call

Of Pacific International Lines “Kota Carum”

%

bodies at the site of the wreckage,
first discovered in 1985. James
Cameron, who directed the movie
“Titanic,” and has explored the site
multiple times, said he’s never seen
human remains: “We’ve seen shoes.
We've seen pairs of shoes, which
would strongly suggest there was a
body there at one point. But we've
never seen any human remains.”
Delgado said that the issue is
more one of “semantics.” The re-
searcher said of Cameron, “He’s
seen the pairs of shoes and clothing
that’s down there, and so when he
sees that, perhaps he’s not seeing
what we see as archeologists.” He
added, “When I see shoes together
I see someone who came to rest.”
Delgado added that when Titanic
finder Robert Ballard first showed
the photo in 2004, “the room went
silent.” He said the explorers who

looked at it could tell it had once
been a lost soul from the ship.

A Dbill introduced by Sen. John
Kerry would amend the Titanic
Maritime Memorial Act of 1986 to
protect the wreck from salvage and
intrusive research. But since the
ocean liner sank in international
waters after hitting an iceberg on
April 14, 1912, there are limits to
what the US can do.

Onethingthatisin Delgado’s pow-
er: to raise awareness of the under-
sea site, which he believes should be
treated as a museum — and as hal-
lowed ground. Noting that many of
the ship’s passengers were on their
way to the US to become American
citizens, he said,“There are some
places that are so special we should
take a different approach.”

Source: The Upshot

On April 15, 2012, DP World Aden received the KOTA CARUM, owned by the Pacific International

Lines and at 300 meters long, 84,000 deadweight tons, with the capacity to carry 6,606 twenty

foot containers, she is the biggest PIL container ship to ever berth at Aden Container Terminal.

She berthed at the Aden Container Terminal and discharged 964 TEU and loaded 257 TEU.

DP World Aden team again demonstrated their ability to safely and efficiently discharge and
~ load a ship of this size.
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