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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, March 15—Houthi rep-

resentatives have condemned the

newly-formed National Salvation

Alliance as an extension of the Mus-

lim Brotherhood, created to serve

the interests of the Islah Party and

foreign governments.

The formation of the National

Salvation Alliance was announced

on Saturday. It is composed of 44

political parties, tribal coalitions,

youth activist groups and other civil

society organizations.

The Islah, Nasserist, and Justice

and Building parties, in addition to

the southern-based faction of the

General People’s Congress (GPC),

are among the eight political parties

that have joined the opposition alli-

ance. The Bakil, Al-Jawf and Marib

tribal coalitions, the Al-Baida Sons

coalition, and the National Coalition

for the Sons of Taiz are some of the

ten tribal groups to have joined as

well.

Abdulaziz Al-Jubari, a member of

Parliament and general secretary of

the Justice and Building Party, has

been appointed to head the new co-

alition.

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-

EHU� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH��
told the Yemen Times on Sunday

that the alliance represents an at-

tempt to implement the Muslim

Brotherhood’s agenda and “under-

mine the people’s revolution.”

“By calling upon its members to

adhere to the Gulf Initiative and the

GCC trusteeship over Yemen, the al-

liance is trying to override the Peace

and National Partnership Agree-

ment that was signed between Ansar

Allah [the Houthis] and other politi-

cal parties on Sept. 21,” he said.

He called the alliance an “ob-

struction of the political process”

and warned its members could “ig-

nite war” if they follow through with

their objectives.

According to its own agenda,

ZKLFK�ZDV� RXWOLQHG� GXULQJ� DQ� Ṙ-

cial launch on Saturday at the Taj

Sheba Hotel in Sana’a, the alliance

aims at “enhancing social peace and

building a democratic federal civil

country.”

In a brochure published by the

group, the alliance maintains it is

D� SDFL¿VW� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� IRUPHG� WR�
“prevent state collapse and disinte-

gration” and which “aims to face any

group [that assumes] power by force

or uses violence to achieve political

gains.”

Members of the alliance have

committed themselves to the GCC

initiative and the National Dialogue

Conference outcomes as “the ba-

sic principles towards achieving a

peaceful transition of power.” They

also called for a restoration of “state

responsibilities and rebuilding its

institutions on a national basis,

starting with the security and mili-

tary sectors.”

Dr. Muhammad Al-Saady, a

member of the group’s Executive

Authority, said actions taken by the

Houthis since their rise to power

have necessitated drastic action to

bring about change.

“Killings, breaking into military

camps, ransacking state institutions

and besieging ministers requires us

to set ambitious goals, which we will

achieve by cooperating with a broad

range of opposition groups,” he told

the Yemen Times.

Al-Saady says he is hopeful that

the coalition’s goals can be achieved

peacefully through dialogue, civil

disobedience campaigns and the

garnering of international support

for Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi.

Ali Al-Jaradi, head of the Islah

Party’s Media Department, said his

party is fully devoted to the new co-

alition.

Preparations for the alliance have

been underway for three months,

according to Al-Jaradi, who said his

party will be playing a “major role”

in the new coalition. “Islah enjoys

the support of thousands of youth

who are eager to support our cause

in whatever way they can,” he said.

The Yemen Times was unable

to contact members of the GPC’s

southern faction, who are loyal to

Hadi, but northern party mem-

bers—many of whom remain loyal

to former President Ali Abdullah

Saleh—have dismissed any prospect

of joining the opposition group.

Abdulmalik Al-Fuhaidi, editor-in-

chief of the party’s mouthpiece Al-

Motamar Net, said the participation

of southern GPC members “does

not mean the rest of the party will

be involved, we don’t acknowledge

the alliance and will not be taking

part in it.”

Story by Ali Ibrahim
Al-Moshki
Photo by Brett Scott

SANA’A, March 16—Former

Prime Minister Khaled Bahah and

fellow members of Cabinet were re-

leased from house arrest on Mon-

day morning, almost two months

after they were detained by the

Houthis.

According to Mohammad Bafad-

hel, Bahah’s press secretary, their

release came following weeks of

negotiations involving Houthis,

tribal leaders and UN Special En-

voy Jamal Benomar, who returned

to Sana’a from Riyadh on Saturday.

Members of the former Cabinet

not under house arrest had been

prevented from leaving the capital,

EXW�%DIDGKHO�FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�%DKDK�
and his former ministers were now

free to move within and outside Ye-

men as they pleased.

Bahah announced his release on

KLV�ṘFLDO�)DFHERRN�SDJH�RQFH�WKH�
GHDO�ZDV�¿QDOL]HG��7KDQNLQJ�DOO�RI�
those involved in the negotiations,

he said members of the former gov-

ernment “are free to move inside

and outside of the country as a hu-

man and constitutional right” and

that their release had been grant-

ed “as a gesture of goodwill and a

show of accountability.”

Bafadhel said Bahah would soon

EH�À\LQJ�WR�&DQDGD��ZKHUH�KH�KDG�
previously served as Yemen’s am-

bassador, to join his family.

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-

EHU� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH��
FRQ¿UPHG� WKH� UHOHDVH� EXW� UHIXVHG�

to elaborate on how the deal was

struck. He said the terms of the

agreement would be made public

“in the coming days,” and that Ba-

hah’s release “might be conditional

on his leaving the country.”

A source close to Bahah, speak-

ing to the Yemen Times on condi-

tion of anonymity, said the for-

mer prime minister had endured

repeated violations of his privacy

during the two-month ordeal.

“Armed men would enter Ba-

hah’s house twice a day to check

on him, and demanded he appear

at the front gate each night to make

sure he was still there. They threat-

ened to enter his bedroom if he did

not appear,” the source said, add-

ing that searches of the back gar-

den for hidden exits were routine.

Additional security was evident

any time visitors arrived at the

house, said the source, with over 20

armed men positioned around the

compound. Bahah received visits

IURP�VWDWH�ṘFLDOV��MRXUQDOLVWV�DQG�
others on a regular basis through-

out his detention. The Yemen

Times visited the former prime

minister at his residence on Feb. 5.

Baha’s residence was besieged by

Houthi militants on Jan. 22 follow-

ing the resignations of the Cabinet

and President Abdu Rabu Mansour

Hadi. Hadi escaped house arrest on

Feb. 21 and relocated to the south-

ern governorate of Aden, where he

has since withdrawn his resigna-

tion.

The ending of Bahah’s house ar-

rest on Monday came one day af-

ter a coalition of Hadramout and

Shabwa tribes issued a statement

threatening attacks on oil facili-

ties in the two governorates unless

the former prime minister was re-

leased.

Houthis: National Salvation Alliance
serves foreign agendas

Bahah released after two months
of house arrest
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SANA’A, March 16—In response 
to a call from Hadi on Saturday for 
the recruitment of 20,000 soldiers 
in the south, local authorities in 
Aden governorate have so far re-
cruited hundreds of young men 
into the military.

Haithem Mohammad Al-Has-
VDQL�� DQ� ṘFHU� LQ� 6DODK� $O�'LQ�
camp in Aden city who is loyal to 
Hadi, said that “President Hadi 
took the right step, there is mutiny 
inside the Special Security Forces 
(SSF).”

A special recruitment process 
started on Sunday and will last one 
week, Al-Hassani said. Registra-
tion is only open to southerners, 
he added. 

Nashwan Abdu Farea, a resident 
of Aden city, said he saw dozens 
of young men lined up at the mili-
tary’s administrative base in the 

city to enlist. 
Hadi's decision came during a 

meeting with security forces in 
Aden governorate on Saturday. 
Hadi ordered the restoration of 
military service for the men who 
ZHUH� ODLG� R̆� IROORZLQJ� WKH� �����
civil war, which Hadi led against 
the south.  

The decision comes amid a 
VWDQGR̆� EHWZHHQ� WKH� FRPPDQGHU�
of the SSF in Aden, Abdulhafez 
Al-Saqqaf, and Adlan Al-Hattas, 
who Hadi appointed last week to 
replace him.

Given Hadi’s past aggression to-
wards the south, his move has not 
been welcomed there by all. Ah-
PDG� /DPODVV�� DQ� ṘFHU� EDVHG� LQ�
Aden governorate, said Hadi’s es-
cape to Aden and subsequent call 
IRU�D�VRXWKHUQ�DUP\�LV�DQ�H̆RUW�WR�
³GUDJ�<HPHQ� LQWR� HQGOHVV� FRQÀLFW�
and war.” 
³7KH�0LQLVWU\� RI� 'HIHQVH� LV� OR-

cated in Sana'a, not Aden. There-
fore, enlistment should take place 
there, but Hadi wants to drag the 
south into a war which he will 
lose.”

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a 
member of the Houthi Political 
2̇FH��VDLG�VRXWKHUQHUV�ZKR�ZHUH�
ODLG�R̆�IROORZLQJ�WKH�FLYLO�ZDU�KDG�
a right to be re-enlisted in the mili-
tary, but said he hoped that Hadi 
was not cynically using the griev-
ance to prepare for a war against 
the north.  

On Sunday morning, Hadi met 
with a delegation of tribes from 
Bani Helal of Shabwa governorate 
in the Republican Palace in Aden. 
'XULQJ�WKH�PHHWLQJ��WKH�WULEHV�FRQ-
¿UPHG�WKHLU�VXSSRUW�RI�+DGL�

The spokesman of the del-
egation, Ahmad Al-Haql, said the 
tribes were committed to protect 
Aden against any potential Houthi 
invasion.

Khalid Al-Karimi 

SANA’A, March 16—The Islah 
Party announced on Sunday that 
four of its members, three held 
captive and one under house arrest 
at the time of the announcement, 
will serve as representatives for the 
group in the ongoing national dia-
logue. 

In a letter given Sunday to UN 
Special Envoy to Yemen Jamal 
Benomar, the Islah Party an-
nounced four representatives: Mo-
hammad Al-Saadi, Ali Al-Hadma, 
Anwar Al-Himyari, and Habib Al-
Ariqi. 

Al-Saadi served as the minister 
of trade and industry before resign-
ing on Jan. 22. At the time of the 
announcement, he had been held 
by the Houthis under house arrest 
for three weeks. He was released 
RQ�0DUFK� ���� 7KH� RWKHU� WKUHH� DS-
pointees were kidnapped on March 
�� E\� WKH� +RXWKLV�� $O�+DGPD� DQG�
Al-Himyari are two members of 
WKH� ,VODK� 3DUW\¶V� 6WXGHQW� 'HSDUW-
ment, and Al-Ariqi was a leading 
,VODK�¿JXUH�LQ�WKH������XSULVLQJ�

Adnan Al-Udaini, the deputy 
head of the Islah Party’s Informa-
tion Committee, told the Yemen 

Times the party has the right to ap-
point whomever it wants. “These 
members will replace other Islah 
members in the dialogue,” he said. 
“The purpose of these appoint-
ments is to reveal the violations 
committed by the Houthis against 
the Yemeni people in general and 
the Islah Party in particular.”
+RZHYHU��+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�

member Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti 
sees the appointments as a provo-
cation. “The Islah Party is trying to 
mislead people and trying to depict 
these individuals as innocent. This 
is a ridiculous decision, and tells of 
Islah’s frivolous handling of the di-
alogue,” he told the Yemen Times 
Monday. 

The Houthis kidnapped four 
prominent Islah members on 
0DUFK� �� LQ� WKH� FDSLWDO� FLW\�� $VLGH�
from the three appointed to rep-
resent the party in national dia-
logues, one is a youth activist 
named Mohammad Al-Sabri. 
Following the arrest, Saba News 
Agency, now under Houthi con-
trol, reported the men were part of 
an armed cell with ties to Al-Qaeda 
in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), 
and accused Al-Ariqi of being the 
leader.

Al-Bukhaiti said he has no in-
formation regarding the condition 
of the four detained Islah mem-
bers. Asked why they have not 
received a fair trial, he said that 
this is the business of the popular 
committees and legal authorities in 
Sana’a.

Repeated calls from the Yemen 
Times to Abdulrazaq Al-Moayad, 
the chief of security in the capital 
city, went unreturned.

On Feb. 23, the Houthis ar-
rested former Minister Al-Saadi in 
'KDPDU� JRYHUQRUDWH�� 7KH� JURXS�
prevented him from travelling to 
Aden to meet Abdu Rabu Mansour 
Hadi, instead forcing him to return 
to his home in Sana’a, where he 
was placed under house arrest un-
WLO�0DUFK�����

Ali Al-Jaradi, head of the par-
W\¶V� ,QIRUPDWLRQ� DQG� &XOWXUH� 'H-
partment, adamantly denied the 
alleged connections to AQAP, 
describing the four as political 
activists. “Anyone opposing the 
Houthi group is accused by them of 
EHLQJ�ḊOLDWHG�ZLWK�$O�4DHGD��)RU�
us, these four will represent the Is-
lah Party in talks, and every party 
can change its representatives,” he 
said.

Bassam Al-Khameri

SANA’A, March 15—Military ex-
ercises organized by the Houthis 
have continued in Sa’ada governor-
DWH� VLQFH�0DUFK� ���� QHDU� WKH� ERU-
der with Saudi Arabia, amid talk 
of moving the national dialogue to 
Riyadh. 

The maneuvers involve both 
Houthi forces and military person-
nel and are being carried out in the 
Al-Buqa area of Kitaf district, in 
northern Sa’ada. 

Mohammad Al-Bukhaiti, a mem-
EHU� RI� WKH� +RXWKL� 3ROLWLFDO� 2̇FH��
told the Yemen Times Sunday that 
the exercise involves “thousands” 
of popular committee members and 
forces from all of the governorate’s 
Houthi-controlled military units. 

“The maneuvers aim to increase 
Yemen’s preparedness for any at-
tacks, both domestically and inter-
nationally, and to send a message 
to regional powers that the Houthi 
popular committees will not allow 
any plots against Yemen to suc-
ceed,” he said.   
,W� LV� WKH�¿UVW� WLPH�PLOLWDU\� H[HU-

cises have been organized on such a 
large scale, according to Al-Bukhai-
ti, who was unable to say how long 
they would continue for. 

Jamal Al-Qaiz, head of the Secu-
ULW\�'HSDUWPHQW�DW� WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�
'HIHQVH�� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW� PLOLWDU\�
units in the governorate are par-
ticipating in the exercise. He said it 
was being organized to underscore 
cooperation between Houthi and 
military forces, and to show sup-
porters that “they need not worry 
about Saudi Arabia.”

Nabil Al-Shajabi, a professor of 
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�UHODWLRQV�DQG�FRQÀLFW�
resolution at Sana’a University, be-
lieves the primary purpose of the 
exercise is to send a message to 
domestic and international actors, 
particularly Saudi Arabia. 

“The Houthis may be willing to 
participate in the negotiations in 
Riyadh, but prior to that they want 
to send a message to Saudi Arabia 
that they are a powerful group that 
owns advanced weapons and has 
a say in the decision-making pro-
cess,” he said. 

Al-Sharjabi also views the mili-
tary display as “an attempt to gloss 
over [the Houthis’] evident failures, 
particularly after Abdu Rabu Man-
sour Hadi’s escape to Aden.” 

Saudi Arabia declared the 
Houthis a terrorist group on March 
��� ������ EXW� KDYH� UHFHQWO\� LQYLWHG�
all parties to resume the national 

dialogue in Riyadh. 
The military exercise comes at a 

critical time, as foreign ministers 
from the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) discuss hosting the UN-bro-
kered national dialogue. 

The Houthis have yet to decide 
whether or not they will take part 
in any talks outside of the capital 
Sana’a, but have said any move-
ment will require the agreement 
of all stakeholders. On Satur-
GD\�� 0DUFK� ���� RSSRQHQWV� RI� WKH�
Houthis announced the formation 
of a National Salvation Alliance to 
strengthen their position in nation-
al dialogues.

Hadi calls for 20,000 southerners to join 

southern military

Islah appoints arrested members as 

dialogue representatives

Houthi military exercises continue near 

Saudi border

Military exercises have been going on in the Al-Buqa area of north-

ern Sa’ada since March 12, involving large numbers of popular com-

mittee members and military forces based in the governorate.  

Hadi met with tribesmen from Shabwa Sunday morning at the Republican Palace in Aden. The delega-

tion’s spokesman, Ahmad Al-Haql, said the tribes will back Hadi against any Houthi aggression. 

The decision to appoint party members accused by the Houthis of having links with AQAP, a charge 

strenuously denied by Islah, has been characterized as a provocation by the rebel group. 
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W
ith a history of animosity be-

tween the Saudi government 

and the Houthis, and the lat-

ter’s backing from Iran, the 

group’s rise has been the 

cause of much alarm in Riyadh. As the situation 

continues to deteriorate, Yemenis working in the 

kingdom are concerned about how their host 

government might respond should the Houthis 

remain in power.

Many of the hundreds of thousands of Yemeni 

expats living in Saudi Arabia fear a repeat of the 

kingdom’s mass deportations in 1990, when an 

estimated 850,000 Yemenis were forced out of 

the country.

Hostility between Saudi Arabia and the 

Houthis—a Zaydi Shia movement from Yemen’s 

Sa’ada governorate, on the border with Saudi 

Arabia, has long been evident. In 2004, a pro-

tracted war between the Houthis and the Ye-

meni government began. In 2009, Saudi Arabia 

bombed the Houthis in their home governorate 

of Sa’ada. 

The group’s current leader, Abdulmalik Al-

Houthi, has repeatedly criticized Saudi Arabia 

DQG� DFFXVHG� LW� RI� PHGGOLQJ� LQ� <HPHQ¶V� D̆DLUV��
Most recently, in a speech aired on Feb. 26, he 

VDLG� ¿QDQFLDO� DLG� IURP� WKH� NLQJGRP� ZDV� QRW�
PHDQW� WR� EHQH¿W� DYHUDJH� FLWL]HQV� EXW�� ³JRHV� WR�
VSHFL¿F�SRZHUV�LQ�H[FKDQJH�IRU�GHVWDELOL]LQJ�WKH�
country.”

³6DXGL�$UDELD�ZDQWV�WR�WXUQ�<HPHQ�LQWR�DQRWK-

er Libya, it always looks for ways to weaken Ye-

men, to spread sedition, and to complicate things 

by supporting particular groups,” he said.

Ali Abdullah Saleh’s support for Iraq’s invasion 

of Kuwait in 1990 was met with a harsh response 

in Saudi Arabia, which cut aid to the newly uni-

¿HG�VWDWH�DQG�GHSRUWHG�KXQGUHGV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�
Yemenis, depriving Yemen of crucial funding in 

the form of workers’ remittances.

2̇FLDO�VWDWLVWLFV�DUH�QRW�DYDLODEOH��EXW�<HPHQL�
analysts estimate the number of expats work-

ing in Saudi Arabia today to be upwards of two 

million. In 2013, government data valued remit-

tances from Saudi Arabia alone at $1.4 billion, or 

4.2 percent of GDP. 

According to a Yemen Central Bank (CBY) re-

port released at the beginning of March, money 

transferred from Saudi Arabia totaled $3.3 bil-

lion in 2014, 90 percent of which was estimated 

to be coming directly from Yemeni expats living 

in the kingdom. Ahmed Saeed Shammakh, an 

economic analyst working at the CBY, believes 

unregulated transfers bring the total to approxi-

mately $4 billion. 

2QJRLQJ�FRQÀLFW�LQ�<HPHQ��WKH�SRRUHVW�FRXQ-

try in the Arab world, has raised fears of an un-

precedented humanitarian crisis. The potential 

mass exodus of Yemenis from Saudi Arabia, and 

the accompanying drop in remittances, could 

push the country’s already faltering economy 

over the edge.

The Yemen Times asked a number of Yemenis 

who are currently working in Saudi Arabia, or 

were deported earlier, for their views on the is-

sue.

Yemenis in Saudi Arabia fear deportation
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2ENMF�,EWWER�%P�6M½��ER�EPYQMRYQ�JEGXSV]�
[SVOIV�[LS�LEW�PMZIH�MR�7EYHM�%VEFME�JSV�
XIR�]IEVW�
“We’re worried that an escalation of tension between 
the Houthis and Saudi Arabia will result in us being 
evacuated. We came here because of the deteriorat-
ing economy and a lack of job opportunities, we are 
trying to support our families back home.”

[My employer] is personally offended by Al-Houthis’ 
speeches. He says Yemenis can’t appreciate good 
deeds and that Al-Houthi forgets about the millions of 
us in Saudi Arabia, and that he will kick me out even if 
the government does not ask him to.”

1ELIV�(LEFEER��IQTPS]II�EX�ER�)RKPMWL�
PERKYEKI�MRWXMXYXI�MR�2ENVER�GMX]��RIEV�XLI�
FSVHIV�[MXL�=IQIR��[LIVI�LI�LEW�PMZIH�JSV�
XLVII�]IEVW��
±;I´VI�[SVVMIH�EFSYX�XLI�VEQM½GEXMSRW�SJ�E�TSWWMFPI�
attack on Saudi Arabia by the Houthis, we don’t want 
to be the victims of any dispute. The [Saudi] govern-
ment is in a position to hold Yemen at ransom. Ordi-
nary Yemenis will be the victims of any action taken 
by the Houthis, and returning two million expats will 
cause a catastrophe. 

There are Yemenis here that have not been here 
long and make very little money, who may not fear 
deportation, but others own businesses and stand to 
lose everything if they are sent back.”

%FHYPVELQER�%P�.EVQSY^M��WYTIVQEVOIX�
IQTPS]II�MR�.IHHEL��[LIVI�LI�LEW�PMZIH�
WMRGI�����
±;I´VI�KSMRK�XLVSYKL�WSQI�IGSRSQMG�HMJ½GYPXMIW�ERH�
any differences between Yemen and the Saudi govern-
ment are likely to harm those of us living in Saudi Ara-
bia, but I agree with what Al-Houthi says, he speaks 
the truth—the Saudi government is trying to Sabotage 
Yemen and prevent it from thriving. They want us to 
remain subservient to them. I’m not bothered about 
leaving this country, even if I have to starve to death, 
our dignity is what matters most.”

%PM�,YWWIMR��E�PEFSVIV�HITSVXIH�JVSQ�
7EYHM�%VEFME�MR�����
“I’m a victim of the former president’s policies, and 
we are still suffering the consequences today. I’m 
a soldier with the Giants Brigade now, but I had a 
decent income when I lived in Saudi Arabia and I 
WXVYKKPIH�JSV�½ZI�]IEVW�[LIR�-�GEQI�FEGO��2S�SRI�
YRHIVWXERHW�XLI�HMJ½GYPXMIW�JEGIH�EW�ER�I\TEX�WIRX�
home with nothing, except for those that have lived 
through it.” 

%WIQ�%P�%QE[M�WIPPW�QSFMPI�TLSRIW�MR�6M-
]EHL��[LIVI�LI�LEW�PMZIH�JSV�WIZIR�]IEVW��
“Expelling Yemeni expats will mean acknowledging Al-
Houthi as the legitimate leader. When it happened in 
1990 it was in retaliation for the government’s support 
for Iraq. It is Houthi militias that are against the Saudi 
government, not ordinary Yemenis, and they can’t be 
treated as a government. The Saudi government can’t 
punish Yemeni expats for the actions of an armed 
militia, and I’m sure it will not do so.”
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What is the strategy of the Na-
tional Foundation for Combat-
LQJ�+XPDQ�7UḊFNLQJ"�
The foundation is non-governmen-
tal and was established in 2009 in 
accordance with the Law of Private 
Associations and Foundations. The 
foundation’s strategy centers on ad-
vising and working with the govern-
ment to combat the phenomenon of 
KXPDQ�WUḊFNLQJ��:KHQ�ZH�VHW�XS�
this foundation, we hoped that the 
government would recognize the 
SUHVHQFH� RI� WKH� KXPDQ� WUḊFNLQJ�
phenomenon and we wanted to see 
a law enacted pertaining to this is-
sue. 

:KDW�PDNHV�LW�GL̇FXOW�IRU�WKH�
government to pass a law re-
JDUGLQJ�KXPDQ�WUḊFNLQJ"�
7KH�KXPDQ�WUḊFNLQJ�ELOO�KDV�EHHQ�
stuck in Parliament for about two 
years. The bill was prepared by the 
[state-run] Coordinating Commit-
WHH�IRU�&RPEDWLQJ�+XPDQ�7UḊFN-
LQJ�DERXW�WKUHH�\HDUV�DJR��:KHQ�WKH�
National Committee for Combating 
+XPDQ� 7UḊFNLQJ� ZDV� IRUPHG� LQ�
2013, we met with Parliament and 
prepared a joint bill that we even-
tually agreed upon, but Parliament 
has still not passed it. 

,V�WKHUH�D�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�
WKH� HFRQRPLF�� VHFXULW\� DQG�
SROLWLFDO�XQUHVW�DQG�WKH�VHYHU-
LW\�RI�KXPDQ�WUḊFNLQJ�LQ�<H-
PHQ"
Indeed, this phenomenon is wors-

ened in line with the security, po-
litical and economic stability. This 
phenomenon always grows dur-
LQJ�FRQÀLFWV��ZDUV�DQG�WKH�DEVHQFH�
of law. It started to deteriorate in 
2006 during the war in Sa’ada and 
after the formation of the Southern 
Movement. That is, when the politi-
cal situation began to worsen, this 
LVVXH�EHJDQ�WR�HPHUJH��:KHQ�WKHUH�
is no law and order, this problem 
spreads easily because criminals 
capitalize on the lax security situa-
tion.

What is the most vulnerable 
group who falls prey to human 
WUḊFNLQJ"
Children and women as well as la-
borers are the most vulnerable. 

:KDW�DUH�WKH�RWKHU�FULPHV�WKDW�
DFFRPSDQ\� KXPDQ� WUḊFN-
LQJ"
Many crimes fall under this phe-
nomenon. These crimes could be 
sexual manipulation, organ selling, 
and slavery. However, selling or-
gans has become the main issue in 
the country because of the political 
and economic deterioration. The 
criminal gangs exploit the needs of 
[poor] people. 

,V� WKHUH� DQ\� FRRUGLQDWLRQ� EH-
tween the foundation and gov-
HUQPHQW�DXWKRULWLHV�WR�FRPEDW�
KXPDQ�WUḊFNLQJ"
Though the government is under-
JRLQJ�D�GL̇FXOW�VLWXDWLRQ��LW�SXWV�LQ�
D�JRRG�H̆RUW��%XW�ZH�VWLOO�KRSH�WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW� ZLOO� GRXEOH� LWV� H̆RUWV�
in combating the phenomenon of 
KXPDQ� WUḊFNLQJ� WKURXJK� HVWDE-
lishing executive units which deal 
directly with the issue.

'R�\RX�KDYH� DQ\� VWDWLVWLFV� UH-
JDUGLQJ� KXPDQ� WUḊFNLQJ� LQ�
<HPHQ"
According to information we got 
from the Criminal Investigation De-
partment [in Sana’a], the number of 
FDVHV�RI�KXPDQ�WUḊFNLQJ�UHDFKHG�
87 between September 2009 and 
late 2013. [Since the beginning of 
2015], security authorities have 
announced the arrest of two sus-
pects two weeks ago in the capital 
city. Also, a week ago, the security 
apparatus caught a gang in Amran 
accused of being involved in human 
WUḊFNLQJ��:H�QHHG�WR�XQLWH�RXU�HI-
forts to combat this phenomenon 
and prepare one accurate database, 
and we also need to pass a human 
WUḊFNLQJ�ELOO�TXLFNO\��

Are there foreign organiza-
WLRQV� ZRUNLQJ� WR� WDFNOH� WKLV�
SKHQRPHQRQ"
Yes, we are cooperating with foreign 
organizations such as the Interna-
tional Organization for Migration 
(IOM), which has done a lot in this 
¿HOG�� ,W� KDV� HVWDEOLVKHG� D� VSHFLDO�
unit called the Legislation Team, 
and among its tasks was the prepa-
UDWLRQ�RI�D�KXPDQ�WUḊFNLQJ�ODZ��,W�
also launched workshops and other 
SUDLVHZRUWK\�DFWLYLWLHV��:H�DUH�VWLOO�

cooperating, but this cooperation is 
limited to information exchanges, 
ZRUNVKRSV� DQG� PHHWLQJV�� :H� GR�
QRW� UHFHLYH� ¿QDQFLDO� VXSSRUW�� :H�
depend on our own support. 

'R� \RX� FRQVLGHU� WKH� XVH� RI�
FKLOGUHQ� LQ� FRQÀLFWV� WR� EH� D�
IRUP�RI�KXPDQ�WUḊFNLQJ"
There are international protocols 
that criminalize the inclusion of 
FKLOGUHQ� LQ� PLOLWDU\� FRQÀLFWV�� ,�
think exploiting children and mak-
LQJ� WKHP� SDUW� RI� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ� LV� D�
IRUP�RI�KXPDQ�WUḊFNLQJ��

+RZ� GRHV� WKH� LQÀX[� RI� UHIX-
JHHV� WR�<HPHQ�FRPSOLFDWH� WKH�
KXPDQ�WUḊFNLQJ�SUREOHP"�
7KH� LQÀX[�RI�UHIXJHHV� LV�D�YHU\�ELJ�
SUREOHP��:H�KDYH� RXU� RZQ� >LQWHU-
QDO@�SUREOHPV��DQG�WKH�LQÀX[�RI�UHI-
ugees adds insult to injury. It dou-
bles the phenomenon. There are 
gangs that detain African and use 
WKHP� IRU� KXPDQ� WUḊFNLQJ�� 7KHVH�
abuses include not only the selling 
of human organs, it also includes 
sexual abuse and servitude. 

'R� \RX� WKLQN� VRFLHW\� LV� LJQR-
UDQW�WR�WKLV�SKHQRPHQRQ��DQG�
does this matter require rais-
LQJ�IXUWKHU�DZDUHQHVV"�
Society used to not be fully aware of 
this phenomenon, but it has lately 
become aware of it. Organizations 
have begun to focus on human 
WUḊFNLQJ�� DQG� WKHLU� HPHUJHQFH�
means that awareness about this is-
sue has become stronger. I think we 
will see more organizations working 
to tackle this phenomenon. 

<RX� KDYH� EHHQ� ZRUNLQJ� VLQFH�

����� WR� FRPEDW� KXPDQ� WUDI-
¿FNLQJ�� 'R� \RX� WKLQN� WKH� 1D-
tional Foundation for Com-
EDWLQJ�+XPDQ�7UḊFNLQJ�KDV�
DFKLHYHG�LWV�JRDOV"
The foundation has certainly 
DFKLHYHG�D� ORW��$W�¿UVW��WKH�JRYHUQ-
ment did not admit to the existence 
RI� KXPDQ� WUḊFNLQJ� LQ� <HPHQ��
However, it came to recognize such 
a problem in 2013 and gave us a li-
cense. After establishing the foun-
dation [in 2009], the government 
did not give us a license under the 
pretext that this issue was non-ex-
LVWHQW��:H�DOVR�FDOOHG�IRU�WKH�HVWDE-
lishment of a government commit-
tee devoted to the issue of human 
WUḊFNLQJ�� DQG� LW� ZDV� IRUPHG��:H�
also called for the creation of a 
ODZ� WR� FRPEDW� KXPDQ� WUḊFNLQJ��

and this bill is stuck in Parliament. 
These things are part of the foun-
dation’s achievements. In spite of 
these accomplishments, we still 
feel we have not done everything 
regarding this issue. The journey 
ahead is still long.

,Q� \RXU� RSLQLRQ�� ZKDW� VKRXOG�
be done to mitigate or elimi-
QDWH�WKLV�SKHQRPHQRQ"
For our part, we have done our best. 
:H�KDYH�RUJDQL]HG�ZRUNVKRSV�DQG�
GL̆HUHQW� DFWLYLWLHV� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH�
matter. However, I would like to 
emphasize one thing: All the na-
tion’s issues, including human 
rights issues, can not be solved 
without genuine political will. Even 
if there is a law, this law will not 
be enforced without political will. 

Criminals are organized and they 
are well aware of the nation’s laws. 
They know the country does not 
have a law regarding human traf-
¿FNLQJ�� DQG� VXFK� DQ� HQYLURQPHQW�
provides a suitable environment for 
criminals. 

7R�ZKRP�ZRXOG�\RX�OLNH�WR�DG-
GUHVV�\RXU�¿QDO�PHVVDJH"
I would like to send a message to 
the private sector and business-
men. The private sector has to take 
DFWLRQ� WR� FRPEDW� KXPDQ� WUḊFN-
ing. It should launch campaigns to 
raise awareness about this issue in 
cooperation with the concerned or-
ganizations. The private sector will 
EHQH¿W�LWVHOI�DQG�EHQH¿W�VRFLHW\��0\�
last word is, if politics divide us, let 
humanity bring us together.

$QWL�KXPDQ�WUDI¿FNLQJ�DFWLYLVW�WR�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV��

³,I�SROLWLFV�GLYLGH�XV��OHW�KXPDQLW\�
bring us together”

7KH�1DWLRQDO�)RXQGDWLRQ�IRU�&RPEDWLQJ�+XPDQ�7UḊFNLQJ�LQ�<HPHQ��HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�
������DGGUHVVHV�WKH�LVVXH�RI�KXPDQ�WUḊFNLQJ�WKURXJK�DZDUHQHVV�UDLVLQJ�FDPSDLJQV��
ZRUNVKRSV��DQG�DGYRFDF\�LQ�JRYHUQPHQW��
$OL�$O�-DOHL��WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ¶V�SUHVLGHQW��UHFHQWO\�GLVFXVVHG�ZLWK�WKH�<HPHQ�7LPHV�WKH�

VXFFHVVHV²DQG�VHWEDFNV²KLV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�KDV�KDG�LQ�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�LVVXH�RI�KXPDQ�
WUḊFNLQJ��'XULQJ�LWV�VWDUW�LQ�������DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLP��WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�IDLOHG�WR�HYHQ�
UHFRJQL]H�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKH�SUREOHP��DQG�DV�D�UHVXOW�JDYH�VSDFH�WR�FULPLQDO�JDQJV�WR�
RSHUDWH�
8QWLO�QRZ��<HPHQ�VWLOO�KDV�QR�ODZ�LQ�H̆HFW�WR�WDFNOH�KXPDQ�WUḊFNLQJ�VSHFL¿FDOO\��DQG�

RQH�RI� WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ¶V�PDLQ�JRDOV� LV� WR�VHH�VXFK�D� ODZ�SDVVHG�DQG�LPSOHPHQWHG��)RU�
QRZ��$O�-DOHL�VDLG��WKH�SURSRVHG�KXPDQ�WUḊFNLQJ�ELOO�³KDV�EHHQ�VWXFN�LQ�3DUOLDPHQW�
IRU�DERXW�WZR�\HDUV�́
2ULJLQDOO\�IURP�'KDPDU�JRYHUQRUDWH��$O�-DOHL�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ������DQG�KROGV�D�EDFKHORUV�

GHJUHH�LQ�DFFRXQWLQJ��+LV�DFWLYLVP�¿UVW�EHJDQ�LQ�������DQG�KH�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�$PQHVW\�
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�PDQ\�RWKHU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�

“When the 
political 
situation 
began to 
worsen, this 
issue began 
to emerge. 
When there 
is no law 
and order, 
this problem 
spreads 
easily 
because 
criminals 
capitalize 
on the lax 
security 
situation.”

“All the 
nation’s 
issues, 
including 
human rights 
issues, can 
not be solved 
without 
genuine 
political will. 
Even if there 
is a law, this 
law will not 
be enforced 
without 
political 
will.” LMMPO with support from Yamaan 

launching a Theater Show Campaign
Funded by Yamaan Foundation for Health & Social Development 

(the German Government Support through the German Development 
Bank -KfW),  Life Makers Meeting Place (LMMPO)  launched a 
theater show campaign on family planning awareness with a show 
titled “Maweal” which means a man with lot of children. 

The main objectives of this campaign are to raise awareness on 
family planning and its effect on the life of people and community, as 
well as introducing methods of family planning and clearing rumors 
around them. Additionally, it aims to bring attention to some mater-
nal mortality causes. A total of 18 shows will be conducted on a pe-
riod of three months targeting eight different governorates including 
Sana’a Capital,  Sana’a, Hajah, Dhamar, Ibb, Mahweet, Hodeidah, 
and  Amran.
7KH�ÀUVW�SKDVH�RI�WKH�FDPSDLJQ�VWDUWHG�RQ�0DUFK�DQG�WRRN�SODFH�

in Amran, Mahweet, Hajah, and Hodeidah. Around 10 shows were 
conducted targeting men, women, and youth. A large audience at-
tended the shows, including number of community leaders, and re-
productive health specialists. The audience was impressed by the 
SHUIRUPDQFH�DQG�WKH�VKRZ��7KH�VKRZ�OHIW�D�SRVLWLYH�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�WKH�
audience making them think seriously about family planning and ma-
ternal health. The second phase includes 8 shows and will start in 
second middle of March targeting the other governorates.

During each show, a religious leader delivered a speech to clarify 
Islam’s view on family planning indicating that it is not forbidden 
giving evidence from Quran and Sunah.

Mr. Abdul-Jabbar Sehili, LMMPO Coordinator, highlighted the 
importance of theater shows in raising awareness of reproductive 
health issues. He also mentioned LMMPO role in increasing youth 
participation in health, economic, and educational awareness raising 
activities. He also emphasized on the importance of addressing ma-
ternal mortality issue as Yemen has high maternal mortality rate of 
148 per 100,000 live births.
'U��-DPDO�%DGU��%&&�0DQDJHU�DW�<DPDDQ�)RXQGDWLRQ��FRQÀUPHG�

the importance of raising awareness of family planning among the 
community in order to build a strong and better community aware of 
the positive effect of family planning. He also pointed out to the role 
Yamaan plays, in cooperation with local partners, in improving re-
productive health and preventing maternal mortality through its vast 
interventions.
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I
n the 20th century and 

until its peak in the 1970s, 

religious feminist move-

ments based on non-pa-

triarchal interpretations 

of holy texts started appearing in 

the world. These movements were 

GL̆HUHQW� IURP� WKH� SUHYDOHQW� VHFX-

lar female currents in the West in 

that they opted for a religious dis-

course founded on the texts of cler-

ics, using religious reasoning within 

the framework of theological and 

jurisprudential discourse.

This phenomenon, which was not 

limited to Muslims but included 

Christian and Jewish communities, 

among others, came to be known as 

feminist theology.

In the Muslim world particular-

ly, although feminist theology re-

mained controversial and dubious 

to secularists, it has left a positive 

impact on society in the past de-

cades. The religious feminist move-

ment’s internal convictions and 

changes come from within Islamic 

WKRXJKW� DQG� DUH�QRW� LQÀXHQFHG� E\�
the West, which would stir sensi-

tivities in non-Western societies. 

Some religious governments, like 

Iran’s, adopted many reforms that 

stemmed from the religious vision 

of feminist movements for women’s 

rights; while other religious govern-

ments, like that of Saudi Arabia, 

showed strict resistance to any sort 

of reform to improve women’s posi-

tion in society.

Islamic feminism aims to ful-

¿OO�WKUHH� REMHFWLYHV��)LUVW�� LW� VHHNV�
to criticize the masculine discourse 

that dominates Islamic theology 

and literature in general. Second, it 

aims to present a suitable interpre-

tation and explanation of the equal 

rights of women from the Quran 

and Islamic traditions. Third, it 

works to criticize and rectify Shar-

ia interpretations that persecute 

women and undermine their rights.

The history of Islamic feminism 

was detailed by Amina Wadud, the 

Muslim researcher of American 

origin who published “Quran and 

Women” in 1992. In 2005, she fa-

PRXVO\�OHG�)ULGD\� SUD\HUV� LQ� WKH�
Anglican Church building in New 

York after mosques refused to host 

the event, sparking controversy 

among some Muslims. Although 

:DGXG�LV� WKH�EHVW�NQRZQ�¿JXUH� LQ�
this current, she was preceded by a 

number of feminist researchers and 

activists with Islamist inclinations 

in the Muslim world.

Dozens of prominent fe-

PDOH�0XVOLP� ¿JXUHV� DUH� FXUUHQWO\�
promoting Islamic feminism, in-

cluding Iranian researcher Ziba 

Mir-Hosseini, Iranian activist Zhila 

Shariat Panahi and American Ay-

sha Hidayatullah, among others.

Qurratu Al-Ayn Tahirih (1817-52) 

LV� RQH�RI� WKH�ROGHVW�¿JXUHV� LQ� FRQ-

temporary Islamic history in the 

¿HOG� RI� UHOLJLRXV� UHIRUPV� LQ� IDYRU�
of women. Tahirih studied at Shia 

seminaries in Iran and Iraq, and 

she memorized the Quran. She was 

also highly knowledgeable in Shia 

theology and jurisprudence, but she 

believed that the road to reform was 

a complete departure from Islamic 

Sharia. She adopted Babism in-

stead, a religious movement found-

ed by Siyyid Ali Muhammad Shirazi 

LQ������LQ�,UDQ��6KH�WRRN�R̆�KHU�YHLO�
publicly in 1848 and declared her 

rejection of the old rules and teach-

ings. She later became a source of 

inspiration for several Western 

feminist movements.

Long before the Bahai faith made 

its way to the West, Europeans were 

inspired and fascinated by Tahirih. 

Lord George Curzon described her 

OLIH� DV� ³RQH� RI� WKH� PRVW� D̆HFWLQJ�
episodes in modem history.” The 

gifted Austrian poet Marie Von Na-

jmajer heard of Tahirih in 1870 and 

was inspired to write her greatest 

poem on Tahirih’s life. 

Continued on the back page

Contemporary Islamic views support 
reform in favor of women

A Muslim woman reads the Quran before iftar, when Muslims break their fast, during the holy month of 

Ramadan at the historic Umayyad Mosque in Old Damascus, Aug. 26, 2009. 
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I
n case there were still any 

doubts about Iran’s growing 

LQÀXHQFH� LQ�<HPHQ��7HKUDQ�
put that issue to rest with 

a hostage rescue operation 

ODVW� ZHHN�� D� SOHGJH� WR� SURYLGH� WKH�
Houthis with a year’s worth of oil 

DQG� HOHFWULFLW\�� DQG� QHZO\� HVWDE-

OLVKHG� GDLO\� FRPPHUFLDO� ÀLJKWV� EH-

WZHHQ�7HKUDQ�DQG�6DQD¶D��7KH�WZLQ�
LQLWLDWLYHV� GHPRQVWUDWH� WKDW� ,UDQ�
QRZ�KDV�WKH�SROLWLFDO��VHFXULW\��DQG�
FRPPHUFLDO� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� LQ� <H-

PHQ�PDGH� SRVVLEOH� E\� WKH� +RXWKL�
WDNHRYHU�RI�WKH�FDSLWDO��%\�FRQWUDVW��
WKH�86�DQG�(XURSHDQ�FDSLWDOV�KDYH�
QRZ�PRYHG� WKHLU� HPEDVVLHV� RXW� RI�
6DQD¶D�� ZLWK� VRPH� UH�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�
a presence in the southern capi-

tal of Aden and others (the United 

6WDWHV��LQ�QHDUE\�-HGGDK��WR�FRQWLQ-

ue a dialogue with President Abdu 

5DEX�0DQVRXU�+DGL�� 6LQFH� KLV� HV-
FDSH� IURP� KRXVH� DUUHVW� XQGHU� WKH�
+RXWKLV�� +DGL� KDV� UHDVVHUWHG� KLV�
UROH� DV� SUHVLGHQW� IURP� WKH� QHZ� OR-

FDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�VRXWK��7KH�FOLPE�EDFN�
XS� IURP�$GHQ� WR� 6DQD¶D� WR� UHXQLI\�
WKH�FRXQWU\�ZLOO�EH�GL̇FXOW��EXW�QRW�
LPSRVVLEOH�� IRU� DOO� FRQFHUQHG�� 7KH�
TXHVWLRQ� LV�� :KDW� OHYHUDJH� VKRXOG�
WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� XVH� WR� JHW� WKH�
Houthis to cooperate?

Mediation without leverage

)RU� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV�� FOLQJLQJ� WR�

WKH�FOLFKp�RI�³ZH�VWLOO�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKH�
ḢFDF\�RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�GLDORJXH�DQG�
WKH� OHJLWLPDF\�RI� WKH�SUHVLGHQF\�RI�
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi” will no 

ORQJHU� VẊFH�� 81� (QYR\� -DPDO�
%HQRPDU¶V� PLVVLRQ� LQ� <HPHQ� KDV�
H̆HFWLYHO\� HQGHG�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� KH�
FOLQJV� WR� KLV� UROH� DV�PHGLDWRU�� YDO-
LDQWO\� VKXWWOLQJ� EHWZHHQ� WKH� YDUL-
RXV�ZDUULQJ� DQG� ELFNHULQJ� SDUWLHV��
7KH� UHDVRQ� IRU� WKH� IXWLOLW\� RI� WKLV�
PHGLDWLRQ�DW�WKLV�SRLQW� LV�DV�ROG�DV�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GLSORPDF\��,W�LV�FDOOHG�
OHYHUDJH�� 6DGO\�� KH�� DORQJ�ZLWK� WKH�
:HVWHUQ�SRZHUV� WKDW�FRQWLQXH�YHU-
EDOO\� WR� VXSSRUW� KLV� PLVVLRQ�� FXU-
UHQWO\�KDYH�QRQH�

The Houthi vulnerability

7KH� +RXWKLV� KDYH� WDNHQ� RYHU� WKH�
QRUWKHUQ�KDOI�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\��PLQXV�
WKH�HDVWHUQ�JRYHUQRUDWH�RI�$O�-DZI��
DQG� WKH� +DGUDPRXW� UHJLRQ�� ZKLFK�
UXQV� DORQJ� SDUWV� RI� WKH� 6DXGL� DQG�
2PDQL� ERUGHUV�� 6RXWK� RI� 6DQD¶D��
the Houthis struggle to subdue the 

WULEHV�RI�0DULE��WKH�SHRSOH�RI�7DL]��
and the greater Aden area along the 

,QGLDQ�2FHDQ��,Q�JHRSROLWLFDO�WHUPV��
WKLV� LQFRPSOHWH� WDNHRYHU�RI�<HPHQ�
should put the Houthis at a seri-

RXV�GLVDGYDQWDJH��$V� WKLQJV� VWDQG��
LW� GRHV� QRW�� SULPDULO\� EHFDXVH� WKH�
+RXWKLV¶� <HPHQL� RSSRQHQWV� KDYH�
not united behind a single leader-

VKLS��QRU�KDYH�WKHLU�UHJLRQDO�DQG�LQ-

ternational opponents put together 

D�VWUDWHJ\�WR�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKLV�
YXOQHUDELOLW\�

Hadi’s strategic options

President Hadi should be encour-

aged to set up a core group of leaders 

DQG�DFWLYLVWV�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�EXLOGLQJ�D�
strong coalition to unite the regions 

ZKHUH� WKH� +RXWKLV� UHPDLQ� ZHDN��
7KH� DQFLHQW� FLW\� RI� 7DL]�� <HPHQ¶V�
WKLUG�PRVW�SRSXODWHG�XUEDQ�FHQWHU�
and strategically poised between 

QRUWK� DQG� VRXWK� <HPHQ�� KDV� EHHQ�
ULIH�ZLWK�DQJHU��UHVHQWPHQW��DQG�GH-

¿DQFH�WR�WKH�+RXWKL�WDNHRYHU��7KHLU�
DOPRVW�GDLO\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��KRZ-

HYHU�� GR� QRW� DPRXQW� WR� PXFK� XQ-

less that anger is channeled under 

QHZ� OHDGHUVKLS�� 5DVKDG� $O�$OLPL�
DQG�*HQHUDO�0DKPRXG�6XEDLKL�DUH�
two such leaders capable of unify-

LQJ� DQG� RUJDQL]LQJ� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ�
RI� 7DL]�� 'U�� $OLPL�� ZLWK� D� 3K'� LQ�
VRFLRORJ\�DQG� ORQJWLPH�PLQLVWHU�RI�
LQWHULRU� XQGHU� H[�3UHVLGHQW� 6DOHK��
ZDV�PRVW� UHFHQWO\� VHFXULW\� DGYLVRU�
IRU�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQW��+H�
LV�IURP�7DL]��EXW�LV�ZLGHO\�UHVSHFWHG�
for his honesty and integrity across 

WKH� FRXQWU\�� )RU� WKH� 86� (PEDVV\��
DW� OHDVW� ZKHQ� $PEDVVDGRU� 7KRP-

as Krajeski and I were stationed 

WKHUH� �����±�������'U�� $OLPL�ZDV�
always a friend and a trustworthy 

LQWHUORFXWRU��2Q� VHFXULW\� DQG�PLOL-
WDU\� PDWWHUV�� KH� LV� D� SURIHVVLRQDO�
ZKR� XQGHUVWDQGV� WKH� <HPHQL� WHU-
UDLQ�EHWWHU�WKDQ�PRVW�DQ\RQH�LQ�WKH�
FRXQWU\��*HQHUDO�0DKPRXG�6XEDLKL�
ZDV�XQWLO� ODVW�ZHHN� WKH�PLQLVWHU�RI�
GHIHQVH��7UXVWHG�E\�VRXWKHUQHUV�IRU�
KLV� IRUWKULJKWQHVV�� PLOLWDU\� VNLOOV��
DQG� OHDGHUVKLS�� KH� GHIHFWHG� IURP�

6DQD¶D� ODVW� ZHHN� WR� WKH� VRXWK�� +H�
DQG�5DVKDG�$O�$OLPL�FRXOG�WRJHWKHU�
RUJDQL]H� WKH� FLW\� RI� 7DL]� DQG� HQ-

sure a solid front for the opposition 

DORQJ�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�FRDVW�RI�<HPHQ�
7KH�6RXWKHUQ�0RYHPHQW��+LUDN���

EDVHG�LQ�$GHQ��KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�VHHWK-

ing with rebellion against the north 

SULRU�WR�WKH������XSULVLQJ��&RXUWHG�
E\�WKH�+RXWKLV�VLQFH�WKHLU�WDNHRYHU�
RI�6DQD¶D��WKH\�KDYH�UHVSRQGHG�RQO\�
ZLWK�GLVWUXVW�� GHULVLRQ�� DQG� UHIXVDO�
WR� SOD\� DORQJ� ZLWK� ZKDW� WKH\� KDYH�
WHUPHG�D�PLOLWDU\�FRXS�DJDLQVW� WKH�
OHJLWLPDWH� DXWKRULW\� RI� D� VRXWKHUQ-

HU��3UHVLGHQW�+DGL��+LUDN��KRZHYHU��
KDV�EHHQ�SODJXHG�ZLWK�GLYLVLRQ�DQG�
ODFN�RI�VROLG�OHDGHUVKLS��$W�LWV�FRUH��
+LUDN�KDV�UHPDLQHG�ODUJHO\�D�SRSX-

ODU�PRYHPHQW�� OHG�E\�PLQRU�SRSX-

OLVW�¿JXUHV�ZKR�KDYH�VWUXJJOHG�ZLWK�
RQH� DQRWKHU� PRUH� WKDQ� WKH\� KDYH�
ZLWK�6DQD¶D��
0RKDPPDG� $OL� $KPHG�� $E-

GXUDKPDQ� $O�-LIUL� DQG� $OL� 6DOHP�
$O�%HLGK��DOO� OHDGHUV�RI�QRWH� LQ� WKH�
VRXWK�� KDYH� OHG� VHSDUDWH� IDFWLRQV�
RI�WKH�SRSXODU�PRYHPHQW�DQG�KDYH�
insisted for the past three years on 

VHSDUDWLRQ� IURP� WKH� QRUWK�� UDWKHU�
WKDQ�RQ�DQ�DJHQGD� IRU� UHIRUP� WKDW�
would keep the country together 

ZKLOH�JLYLQJ�PRUH�DXWRQRP\�WR�WKH�
VRXWK�� 2I� WKH� WKUHH�� $O�%HLGK�� IRU-
PHUO\� SUHVLGHQW� RI� 6RXWK� <HPHQ�
DQG�D�YLFH�SUHVLGHQW�XQGHU�WKH�¿UVW�
XQLW\�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�<HPHQ�LQ�������
is the least trustworthy and has re-

FHLYHG� IXQGV� IURP�,UDQ� VLQFH�������
LI�QRW�ORQJHU��7KH�+LUDN�IDFWLRQ�WKDW�

VXSSRUWV�KLP�UHFHQWO\�UHWRRN�KLV�ROG�
UHVLGHQFH� IURP� WKH�$O�$KPDU� IDP-

LO\� LQ� D�PRYH� WKDW� DSSHDUV� WR� SUH-

OXGH� DQ� DWWHPSWHG� UHWXUQ� WR�$GHQ��
SHUKDSV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�+RXWKLV��
ZKR�KRSH�WR�XVH�KLP�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�
OHYHUDJH�LQ�WKH�VRXWK��
,Q�WHUPV�RI�ROG�OHDGHUVKLS��D�EHW-

ter bet for Hadi and the West would 

EH�$OL�1DVVHU�0XKDPPDG��DQRWKHU�
IRUPHU�SUHVLGHQW�DQG�SULPH�PLQLV-
WHU� RI� 6RXWK�<HPHQ�� OLYLQJ� LQ� H[LOH�
VLQFH� ������ EXW� VWLOO� DFWLYH� LQ� <H-

PHQL� SROLWLFV� RXW� RI� &DLUR� DQG� WKH�
8QLWHG�$UDE�(PLUDWHV��7R�KLV�FUHGLW��
$OL�1DVVHU�VWLOO�EHOLHYHV�LQ�D�XQL¿HG�
<HPHQ�DQG�HQMR\V�EURDGHU�UHVSHFW-
DELOLW\� DPRQJ� VRXWKHUQHUV� DV� D�
PRUH� LQGHSHQGHQW� OHDGHU�� FDSDEOH�
RI� WDONLQJ� WR� <HPHQL� FRPPXQLWLHV�
across the board—including pos-

VLEO\�QHJRWLDWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�+RXWKLV��
,Q� 0DULE�� KHDG� VKHLNKV� RI� WKH�

2EDLGD�DQG�0XUDG�WULEHV�KDYH�WKXV�
IDU� SURYHQ� WKHPVHOYHV� ZRUWK\� GH-

IHQGHUV�RI�WKHLU�JRYHUQRUDWH�DJDLQVW�
both the Houthis and Al-Qaeda in 

WKH� $UDELDQ� 3HQLQVXOD�� 7KH� FRQ-

IURQWDWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� WKHP� DQG� WKH�
+RXWKLV� ZDV� WKH� LPPHGLDWH� FDXVH�
IRU� WKH� +RXWKL� PRYH� DJDLQVW� +DGL�
ODVW�PRQWK��DV�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�UHIXVHG�
WR� PRELOL]H� KLV� PLOLWDU\� WR� IDFLOL-
WDWH� WKH�+RXWKL� WDNHRYHU�RI�0DULE��
A union now between Marib tribes 

DQG� +DGL� ZRXOG� PDNH� SUDJPDWLF�
SROLWLFDO�VHQVH�
$� FRDOLWLRQ� DPRQJ� WKH� UHJLRQV��

possibly under the leadership of in-

GLYLGXDOV� PHQWLRQHG� DERYH�� FRXOG�

UH�DVVHUW� WKH�<HPHQL�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�
OHJLWLPDF\�EHIRUH�WKH�+RXWKLV�PDNH�
their own deals to secure alliances 

LQ�WKH�VRXWK��6XFK�D�FRDOLWLRQ�ZRXOG�
DW�OHDVW�KHOS�OHYHO�WKH�¿HOG�LQ�QHJR-

tiations with the Houthis and—with 

regional and international back-

LQJ²IRUP�D�XQL¿HG�IURQW�ZLWK�DFWX-

DO�PLOLWDU\�RSWLRQV� VKRXOG�QHJRWLD-

WLRQV�KLW� D�EULFN�ZDOO��7KH�+RXWKLV�
KDYH� WKXV� IDU� KDG� OLWWOH� UHDVRQ� WR�
FRPSURPLVH� ZLWK� WKHLU� RSSRQHQWV��
$� XQL¿HG� FRDOLWLRQ� LQ� WKH� DUHDV�
PHQWLRQHG� ZRXOG� VHULRXVO\� OLPLW�
their access to the southern and 

ZHVWHUQ�FRDVWV��OHDYLQJ�WKHP�IHHOLQJ�
KHPPHG� LQ� DQG� YXOQHUDEOH�� ,UDQ��
whose appetite has been whetted 

E\� WKH�+RXWKL� WDNHRYHU��PXVW� DOVR�
EH�PDGH�WR�IHHO�WKDW�D�VWURQJ�FRDOL-
tion with regional and international 

VXSSRUW� ZRXOG� PDNH� LW� FRVWO\� WR�
support the Houthis through a po-

WHQWLDOO\�SURORQJHG�YLROHQW�FRQÀLFW�
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H
RZ�KDV�%DVKDU�+DIH]�
$O�$VVDG� VXUYLYHG�
these past four 

\HDUV"�(YHU�VLQFH�WKH�
6\ULDQ� UHYROXWLRQ� RI�

������ KLV� RYHUWKURZ� KDV� EHHQ� SUH-

GLFWHG�E\� WKH�JUHDWHVW� VWDWHVPHQ�RI�
RXU�GD\��E\�WKH�¿QHVW�MRXUQDOLVWV��E\�
WKH�PRVW�DQRQ\PRXV�RI�³VHQLRU�GLS-

ORPDWV�´�:KDW�LV�WKH�PDQ¶V�VHFUHW"
,W¶V� GL̇FXOW� WR� UHPHPEHU� KRZ�

VZLIWO\�KH�EHFDPH� WKH�:HVW¶V� ODWHVW�
$UDE�+LWOHU�� KLV� UHSUHVVLYH� JRYHUQ-

PHQW� D� UHJLPH� RI� ZDU� FULPHV�� KLV�
EHDXWLIXO� ZLIH� WUDQVIRUPHG� RYHU-
QLJKW�E\�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�SUHVV�IURP�WKH�
³5RVH� RI� WKH�'HVHUW´� WR� /DG\�0DF-
EHWK�RI�'DPDVFXV��/DXUHQW�)DELXV��
)UDQFH¶V�OHDVW�HORTXHQW�IRUHLJQ�PLQ-

LVWHU��HYHQ�WROG�XV�WKDW�%DVKDU�GRHV�
QRW�GHVHUYH�WR�OLYH�³RQ�WKLV�SODQHW�´�
%XW�%DVKDU�KDV�VXUYLYHG�LQ�DQRWKHU�
XQLYHUVH��,W¶V�FDOOHG�WKH�%DDWK�SDUW\��
DQG�LWV�VDWHOOLWH�LV�WKH�DUP\�
7KH� JRYHUQPHQW¶V� 6\ULDQ� $UDE�

$UP\� LV� D� PDFKLQH� ZKLFK� LQ� IRXU�
\HDUV�KDV�ORVW��������RI�LWV�VROGLHUV�
WR�D�UHYROXWLRQ�WKDW�ZDV�VXSSRVHG�WR�
KDYH� UHSODFHG� WKH� $VVDG� GLFWDWRU-
VKLS�ZLWK� RQH� RI� WKRVH� GHPRFUDWLF��
VHFXODU�� SUR�:HVWHUQ�� KXPDQ�
rights-obsessed states of which we 

DOO�GUHDP�EXW�ZKLFK��DODV��GRHV�QRW�
H[LVW� LQ� WKH� 0LGGOH� (DVW�� ,QVWHDG��
6\ULD¶V�KHURLF�IUHHGRP�¿JKWHUV²H[-

WROOHG�E\�D�PHGLD�ZKLFK�KDG�DOUHDG\�

IHWHG� WKH� URPDQWLF� OLEHUDWRUV� RI�
/LE\D²WUDQVPRJUL¿HG�LQWR�D�EODFN�
FRZOHG�6DOD¿VW� FXOW�ZKLFK� FKRSSHG�
XS�WKHLU�RZQ�0XVOLP�SHRSOH��GHFDS-

itated Western hostages and burned 

PHQ� DOLYH�� URDVWLQJ� 6\ULDQ� FRUSVHV�
on spits long before it broadcast the 

LPPRODWLRQ�RI�D�FDSWXUHG�-RUGDQLDQ�
SLORW�
%XW�¿UVW��WKH�%DDWK�SDUW\��2̇FLDO-

O\�� LW¶V� WKH� FKLOG� RI� WKH� 6\ULDQ�,UDTL�
%DDWK� �³5HQDLVVDQFH´�� PRYHPHQW�
ZKRVH� &KULVWLDQ�6XQQL� $ODZLWH�
founders intended to create a secu-

ODU�� VRFLDOLVW�� UHYROXWLRQDU\� RUJDQL-
]DWLRQ�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�ERWK�JXDUDQWHH�
the rights of a post-colonial Arab 

SRSXODWLRQ� DQG� VHFXUH� UHJLPHV�
which would be united in opposing 

³=LRQLVP´�DQG�WKH�:HVW�ZKLOH�PDLQ-

WDLQLQJ� FORVH� UHODWLRQV�ZLWK� WKH�6R-

YLHW�8QLRQ��,W�SURYHG�DV�PXFK�D�IDQ-

tasy—and as infantile—as the West’s 

RZQ� DVSLUDWLRQV� IRU� WKH� UHJLRQ�� ,Q�
UHDOLW\��WKH�SDUW\�EHFDPH�D�PDVVLYH�
security apparatus whose raison 

G¶rWUH²LQ�ERWK�6\ULD�DQG�,UDT²ZDV�
WKH�SUHVHUYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�UHJLPH��,QHY-

LWDEO\��WKH�SDUW\�VSOLW�DQG�WKH�SVHX-

do-socialist autocracies of Iraq and 

6\ULD� VRXJKW� WR�GHVWUR\�HDFK�RWKHU��
%XW�ZKLOH�6DGGDP¶V�%DDWK�SDUW\�ZDV�
HYHQWXDOO\� FUXVKHG� E\� WKH� 8QLWHG�
6WDWHV²QR�$UDE�FRXQWU\�FRXOG�HYHU�
KDYH�DFKLHYHG�WKLV²+DIH]�$O�$VVDG�
DQG��DIWHU�KLV�GHDWK�LQ�������KLV�VRQ�
%DVKDU�UHPDLQHG�LQ�WRWDO�FRQWURO�RI�
D�PRYHPHQW�ZKLFK�FRPELQHG�QHSR-

WLVP�� VRFLDOLVP�� FRUUXSWLRQ�� EUXWDO-
LW\�DQG�FRXUDJH�LQ�DERXW�HTXDO�PHD-

VXUH�
7KH�YHU\�PLOLWDU\�SROLWLFDO�PDWUL[�

RI� WKH� SDUW\� LQ� 6\ULD�� ZKLFK� FRQ-

WUROOHG�DW�OHDVW�IRXU�OHYHOV�RI�LQWHOOL-
JHQFH�ṘFLDOV��HQVXUHG�WKDW�LQWHUQDO�
RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKH�UHJLPH²HYHQ�IURP�
ZLWKLQ� WKH� $VVDG� IDPLO\²ZDV� LP-

SRVVLEOH�� :KLOH� $VVDG� IDWKHU�DQG�
VRQ�UHPDLQHG�VWHDGIDVW��RQH�RI�WKHLU�
IDYRULWH�ZRUGV�� LQ� GHPDQGLQJ� ODQG�
for peace with Israel—a policy which 

could only display the hopeless na-

WXUH�RI�<DVVHU�$UDIDW¶V�SHDFH�EHIRUH�
ODQG� QHJRWLDWLRQV²6\ULD¶V� PRUDO�
LQWHJULW\� FRXOG� VXUYLYH�� %XW� RQFH�
WKH�$UDE�$ZDNHQLQJ�PRYHG� OLNH�DQ�
HDUWKTXDNH�DFURVV�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��
political opposition to the Assad 

IDPLO\�PDQLIHVWHG�LWVHOI�LQ�KXQGUHGV�
RI�SURWHVW�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�

Whether the ruthlessness of the 

JRYHUQPHQW¶V�VXSSUHVVLRQ�OHG�WR�WKH�
FLYLO� ZDU²RU� ZKHWKHU�� DV� %DVKDU¶V�
VXSSRUWHUV�FODLPHG��IRUHLJQ�DQG�,V-
ODPLVW�JURXSV�ZHUH�DUPHG�DQG�NLOO-
LQJ�%DDWKLVWV²KDV�VWLOO�WR�EH�IXOO\�LQ-

YHVWLJDWHG��&HUWDLQO\��6\ULDQV�IRXJKW�
EDFN� ZLWK� ZHDSRQV� RQFH� YLROHQFH�
ZDV�XVHG�DJDLQVW� WKHP��%XW�-DEKDW�
$O�1XVUD�DQG�RWKHU�,VODPLVW�JURXSV�
HPHUJHG�IURP�WKH�VOXPV�RI�'DPDV-
cus and Aleppo and Raqqa long 

EHIRUH� IRUHLJQ� ¿JKWHUV� DUULYHG� LQ�
6\ULD�IURP�,UDT��(YHQ�LQ�������1*2V�
ZHUH�UHSRUWLQJ�WKDW�DUPHG�,VODPLVWV�
could be found in the suburbs of 

+RPV�
%XW� WKH�:HVW� VRXJKW� WR� SURPRWH�

DQ� DOWHUQDWLYH� JRYHUQPHQW�� UHIXVHG�
to countenance the continuation 

RI�$VVDG¶V� UXOH� DQG� HYHQ�XUJHG� WKH�
RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�FXW�DQ\�UHPDLQLQJ�UH-

ODWLRQV� ZLWK� WKH� UHJLPH�� :HDSRQV�
poured across the border for the 

ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�6\ULDQ�PLOLWDU\�GH-

VHUWHUV�LQ�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�³)UHH�6\ULDQ�
$UP\�´� ZKLFK� IRUPHG� \HW� DQRWKHU�
of those supposedly pro-Western 

JXHUULOOD� DUPLHV� WKDW� KDYH� OLWWHUHG�
WKH� $UDE� ZRUOG� LQ� PRGHUQ� KLVWRU\�
RQO\� WR� EH� GHIHDWHG�� VXSSUHVVHG� RU�
EHWUD\HG�DW�D�ODWHU�GDWH�
7KH�%DDWK�SDUW\�IRXJKW�EDFN�ZLWK�

LWV� RZQ� PLOLWLDV�� DQG� WKH� 6\ULDQ�
DUP\��FRUUXSWHG�E\����\HDUV�RI�RFFX-

SDWLRQ�LQ�/HEDQRQ��ZDV�WXUQHG�LQWR�
D� IRUPLGDEOH�¿JKWLQJ� IRUFH�QRW� MXVW�
E\�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�EXW�E\�DQ�ṘFHU�
FRUSV�RI� ODUJHO\�6XQQL�0XVOLP�Ṙ-

cers loyal to—but not part of—the 

ODUJHO\�$ODZLWH��6KLD��$VVDG�UHJLPH��
$QG�LW�LV�WKH�6\ULDQ�DUP\²UXWKOHVV��
increasingly better-trained and now 

DOORZHG�DOPRVW�XQKHDUG�RI�IUHHGRP�
LQ� LWV� WDFWLFV� DQG� FRPPDQG� GHFL-
sions—which now allows Assad to 

UXOH�� 5HSHDWHGO\�� %DVKDU� $O�$VVDG�
KDV� SUDLVHG� KLV� DUP\�� KRQRUHG� LWV�
³PDUW\UV�´� HYHQ� DSSHDUHG� RQ� VWDJH�
before hundreds of photographs of 

KLV�GHDG�VROGLHUV��ZHOO�DZDUH�WKDW�LI�
WKH�%DDWK�SDUW\�LV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�
KLV� UHJLPH�� WKH� DUP\� LV� LWV� RQO\� YL-
DEOH� GHIHQVH��,WV� VROGLHUV� KDYH� DF-
quired that frightful quality which 

HYHU\� UHEHO� PXVW� KDYH�� 7KH\� OLNH�
¿JKWLQJ²DQG�� WKHUHIRUH�� WKH\� ZDQW�
WR�ZLQ�
$QG�5XVVLD�KHOSHG��9ODGLPLU�3X-

WLQ�ORDWKHV�,VODPLVWV�DV�PXFK�DV�WKH�

$PHULFDQV� DQG� (XURSHDQV²VRPH�
RI� KLV� UHPDUNV� VXJJHVW� DQ� DOPRVW�
UDFLDO� KDWUHG� RI� 0XVOLPV²EXW� KH�
DGPLUHV� DQ\RQH� ZKR� VWDQGV� DQG�
¿JKWV��:KLOH�WKH�HOHFWHG�GLFWDWRU�RI�
8NUDLQH� ÀHG� IRU� KLV� OLIH� GXULQJ� WKH�
.LHY� UHYROXWLRQ�� LW� ZDV� QRW� ORVW� RQ�
Putin that Assad stood his ground in 

'DPDVFXV� DQG�NHSW� KLV� KHDG�ZKHQ�
DOO� DURXQG� KLP� ZHUH� ORVLQJ� WKHLUV��
7KH�5XVVLDQV�NQRZ� WKH� VWUHQJWK�RI�
WKH�6\ULDQ�DUP\²MXVW�DV�WKH\�DSSUH-

FLDWH�WKH�JUDYLW\�RI�LWV�KXJH�FDVXDOW\�
OLVWV²IRU�PDQ\� RI� WKH� ṘFHU� FRUSV�
ZHUH�WUDLQHG�DW�6RYLHW�DFDGHPLHV�LQ�
0RVFRZ��DQG��LURQLFDOO\��LQ�6LPIHUR-

SRO�
&LYLO� ZDUV� HQJHQGHU� FULPHV�

DJDLQVW� KXPDQLW\�� %ORRG� VWLFNV� WR�
HYHU\RQH¶V� KDQGV�� :DU� FULPHV� DG-

KHUH� WR� JRYHUQPHQW� DQG� DQWL�JRY-

HUQPHQW� IRUFHV�� KRZHYHU� PXFK� ZH�
ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WHOO�WKH�JRRG�JX\V�IURP�
WKH�EDG�JX\V��7KHUH�ZDV�D�WLPH��MXVW�
WKUHH� \HDUV� DJR�� ZKHQ� (XURSHDQ�
QHZVSDSHUV� FDUULHG� VWRULHV� RI� 6\U-
LDQ�DQWL�$VVDG�¿JKWHUV�PDUU\LQJ�IH-

PDOH�FRPUDGHV��RI�RSSRVLWLRQ�VQLS-

HUV�PDUU\LQJ�WKH�QXUVHV�ZKR�KHDOHG�
WKHLU� ZRXQGV�� ZKLOH� JRYHUQPHQW�
VQLSHUV� NLOOHG� FKLOGUHQ�� 7KH� VWRULHV�
ZHUH� ERWK� WUXH� DQG� IDOVH�� 6\ULDQ�
VROGLHUV� DOVR� PDUULHG� LQWR� PLOLWDU\�
IDPLOLHV� DQG� RSSRVLWLRQ� ERPEHUV�
VODXJKWHUHG�VFKRROFKLOGUHQ�
7KH� :HVW� VWLOO� PDLQWDLQV� WKDW�

$VVDG¶V� IRUFHV� XVH� FKHPLFDO� ZHDS-

RQV²HYHQ� DIWHU� WKH� 2UJDQL]DWLRQ�
IRU� WKH� 3URKLELWLRQ� RI� &KHPLFDO�
:HDSRQV� �23&:�� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW�

DOO� $VVDG¶V� GHFODUHG� FKHPLFDOV� KDG�
EHHQ�GHVWUR\HG��ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�WKH�
$PHULFDQV��%XW�WKH�GHDO�WR�HPDVFX-

ODWH� 6\ULD¶V� VWUDWHJLF� GHWHUUHQW²LWV�
FKHPLFDO�FDSDFLW\²ZDV�VWUXFN�WR�DO-
ORZ�:DVKLQJWRQ�DQG�/RQGRQ�R̆�WKH�
KRRN�� 7KHLU� WKUHDW� WR� ERPE� $VVDG�
RXW� RI� 'DPDVFXV� ZDV� KROORZ²DQG�
$VVDG¶V� VHOI�FRQ¿GHQFH� EORVVRPHG��
7KRVH� ZKR� KHUR�ZRUVKLSSHG� WKH�
RULJLQDO�6\ULDQ�RSSRQHQWV�RI�$VVDG�
�EUDYH�PHQ� LQGHHG�� DUH�QRZ� FUHDW-
LQJ�D�QHZ�DQG�GDUN�VFHQDULR�IRU�XV��
in which Assad has all along encour-

DJHG� WKH� ,VODPLVWV²LQGHHG� DOOLHG�
KLPVHOI� WR� ,6,/²YLD� D� VHULHV� RI� VH-

FUHW� EXW� P\WKLFDO� QHJRWLDWRUV�� DQG�
LQ�ZKLFK�$VVDG¶V�DUP\�¿JKWV�RQO\�LWV�
LQWHUQDO� RSSRQHQWV� DQG� OHWV� 1$72�
ERPE� ,6,/� WR� LWV� KHDUW¶V� FRQWHQW��
%XW�$VVDG¶V�DUP\� LV�¿JKWLQJ� ,6,/²
VRXWK� RI� 4DPLVKOHK�� IRU� H[DPSOH��
DQG� QRUWK�HDVW� RI� /DWDNLD²DQG� LWV�
VROGLHUV� KDYH� EHHQ� VKRW� LQWR� PDVV�
JUDYHV�E\� WKH�EODFN�KRRGHG�PHQ�RI�
WKH�³,VODPLF�&DOLSKDWH�´
6R�ZKR�ZLOO�ZLQ"�$W�¿UVW��ZH�VXS-

ported the opposition and hated 

$VVDG�� %XW� QRZ� WKDW� ,6,/� LV� UXOLQJ�
PXFK�RI�6\ULD��WKRXJK�IHZ�RI�LWV�FLW-
LHV��DQG�NLOOLQJ�&KULVWLDQV�DQG�:HVW-
HUQHUV��ZH�KDWH�,6,/�HYHQ�PRUH�WKDQ�
ZH�KDWH�$VVDG��7KDW¶V�ZK\�ZH�ERPE�
,6,/�EXW�GLGQ¶W�ERPE�$VVDG��$QG�DV�
long as both “sides” think they can 

VWLOO�ZLQ�� WKH�ZDU�ZLOO�JR�RQ�IRU�DQ-

RWKHU�\HDU�RU� WZR��2U� WKUHH��:KLFK�
PHDQV�WKDW�$VVDG�VXUYLYHV��%XW�DIWHU�
SHUKDSV� ��������GHDG��ZRXOG� WKDW�
EH�D�YLFWRU\"

US policy in Yemen: Creating leverage

Syria revolution four years on:

Don’t bet against President Assad—a ruler willing to see his 

country destroyed so long as he can cling to power
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EXTERNAL VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT # 05 / 2015

If you are a committed, creative and are passionate about making a lasting difference for children,  the 
world›s leading child rights organization. UNICEF would like to hear from you.

Post Title :  Multi-media - Consultant 
Duration  : Eleven months & half 
Duty Station :  Sana’a
Reporting To : Communication Specialist

PURPOSE:

To provide high quality and on time multimedia production services to UNICEF Yemen, such as updating 
the UNICEF Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and youtube page, uploading photos on the UNICEF online photo 
depository using photo mechanic software and translating key messages into Arabic and vice versa.

6SHFLÀF�7DVNV��'HOLYHUDEOHV�DQG�7LPHIUDPH�
The consultant will work under the supervision of the Communication Specialist, to perform the following 
tasks:  

$FWLYLWLHV���7DVNV 'HOLYHUDEOHV 7LPH�IUDPH
Updating and managing the 
UNICEF social media pages 
including translation of key 
messages from English into Arabic 
and vice versa

60 thematic updates of Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram page per 
month.
Moderating FB and twitter accounts
01 to 02 uploads (s) of youtube page 
per month

Daily
Increased number of likes, 
outreach and interaction with 
audience…
Once a month

3HULRGLF��XSORDGLQJ�DQG�SURSHU�ÀOLQJ�
of photos using photo mechanic and 
DOVR�RIÁLQH�DUFKLYLQJ�V\VWHPV

04 updates on photo library 
including writing of captions per 
month

Once a week

Transcription of video interviews 
from local language into English and 
vice versa…

60 theme based transcriptions and 
detailed translation of interviews 
from Arabic into English and vice 
versa.

Daily-  occurrence based

Preparation of monthly social 
media package that includes own-
artwork and designs of infogrphs 
and factographs and other support 
visibility.

12 social media packages… that 
includes:
Key messages
Art work of (infographs..etc)
Maps and videos
Human interest stories produced by 
FRQVXOWDQW�RU�RWKHU�RIÀFHUV�UHSRUWHUV�

7DUJHW�JURXS��
- UNICEF global, regional and local web portals and social media platforms and publications
��,QWHUQDO�81,&()�VHFWLRQV�DQG�ÀHOG�RIÀFHV�
- Partners and stakeholders including government, donors, NatComs and mainstream media
- General Public

5HTXLUHG�VNLOOV�	�FRPSHWHQFLHV
��)LUVW�GHJUHH�LQ�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ��MRXUQDOLVP�RU�VRFLDO�VFLHQFH��RU�HTXLYDOHQW�SURIHVVLRQDO�ZRUN�H[SHULHQFH�
LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��VRFLDO�PHGLD�DQG�RIÁLQH�PHGLD�

��$W�OHDVW�WZR�\HDUV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�HQJDJHPHQW�RQ�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�FUHDWLYH�PHGLD��FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�
DGYRFDF\�ÀHOG�

��*RRG�.QRZOHGJH�RI�VRFLDO�PHGLD�ODQGVFDSH��JOREDO��UHJLRQDO�DQG�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO���FRQWHQW�PDQDJHPHQW�
and online campaigning.

��$ELOLW\� WR�FOHDUO\�DQG�FRQFLVHO\�H[SUHVV� LGHDV�DQG�FRQFHSWV� LQ�ZULWWHQ�DQG�RUDO� IRUP�LQ�(QJOLVK�DQG�
Arabic

��.QRZOHGJH�RI�JUDSKLFV�GHVLJQ�� OD\RXW�� LQWHUQHW�QDYLJDWLRQ�DQG�UHOHYDQW�FRPSXWHU�V\VWHPV� LQFOXGLQJ�
RIÀFH�DSSOLFDWLRQV�

��3URIHVVLRQDO�LQ�WH[W�DQG�SKRWR�HGLWLQJ�LQFOXGLQJ�FUHDWLRQ�RI�LQIRJUDSKV��DQG�YLGHRJUDSK\�LV�RI�DQ�DGGHG�
value.

��.QRZOHGJH�RI�81��QRQ�SURÀW�DQG�RWKHU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZRXOG�EH�DQ�DGGHG�DGYDQWDJH

&RPSHWHQFLHV�5HTXLUHG�
L��&RUH�9DOXHV��5HTXLUHG�
Commitment     - Diversity and Inclusion    - Integrity     

LL��&RUH�&RPSHWHQFLHV��5HTXLUHG�
Communication    - Working with People     - Drive for Results 

LLL��)XQFWLRQDO�&RPSHWHQFLHV��5HTXLUHG�
- Analysing   - Relating and Networking   - Deciding and Initiating Action
��$SSO\LQJ�7HFKQLFDO�([SHUWLVH

5HVXOWV
D��81,&()�<HPHQ�LV�ZHOO�SRVLWLRQHG�LQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD��IDFHERRN��\RXWXEH��ÁLFNHU�DQG�DQ\�RWKHU�SODWIRUP
E��,QFUHDVHG��DQG�VWUXFWXUHG�DGYRFDF\�HIIRUWV�RQ�RQOLQH�PHGLD�HVSHFLDOO\�DURXQG�WKH�NH\�RIÀFH�SULRULWLHV�
DQG�REMHFWLYHV��LGHQWLÀHG�JDSV�LQ�RXU�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLOO�LQIRUP�VXEVHTXHQW�DGYRFDF\�HIIRUWV��

c) Increased likes and fans in twitter and facebook by 200% by the end of 2015

If you meet the requirements stated above, please send your application, enclosing duly completed United 
Nations Personal History form – P11 (which can be downloaded from ZZZ�XQLFHI�RUJ�HPSOR\) stating 
telephone number, email address and detailed contact address quoting the vacancy number to: yemenhr@
unicef.org QRW�ODWHU�WKDQ����0DUFK�����. You may also attach your curriculum vitae, however screening 
will be based on information in the Personal History Form (P11). For additional information on UNICEF, 
please visit our website: www.unicef.org

:KHQ� VXEPLWWLQJ� \RXU� DSSOLFDWLRQ� SOHDVH� LQFOXGH� \RXU� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� FKDUJLQJ� IHHV� IRU� WKH� DERYH�
FRQVXOWDQF\�DVVLJQPHQW��3OHDVH�QRWH�WKDW�DQ\�DSSOLFDWLRQ�UHFHLYHG�ZLWKRXW�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�IHHV�ZLOO�QRW�
EH�DFFHSWHG�
 

$OO�ELG�VXEPLVVLRQV�PXVW�LQFOXGH�D�GHWDLOHG�EXGJHW�IRU�WKH�IXOO�FRVW�RI�WKH�DVVLJQPHQW��LQFOXVLYH�RI�IHHV��
DQ\�RWKHU�FKDUJHV�HWF����

81,&()��LV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�GLYHUVLW\�DQG�LQFOXVLRQ�ZLWKLQ�LWV�ZRUNIRUFH��DQG�HQFRXUDJHV�TXDOLÀHG�IHPDOH�DQG�
male candidates, including persons living with disabilities, to apply to become a part of our organization. 
UNICEF is a smoke-free environment.
Only short listed candidates will be contacted.

Obinna Anyadike

IRIN
First published March 10

N
igeria’s insurgent 

group Jamaatu 

Ahlis Sunna Lid-

daawati wal-Jihad 

(People Committed 

to the Propagation of the Proph-

et’s Teachings and Jihad), better 

known as Boko Haram, has de-

clared allegiance to Islamic State 

(IS), the group formerly known as 

ISIL. While commentators—per-

KDSV�VRPH�ZLWK�WKH�EHQH¿W�RI�KLQG-

sight—say this had been on the 

cards, what does it actually mean?

IRIN takes a closer look at the 

implications of the announce-

ment, made in an audio recording 

by Boko Haram leader Abubaker 

Shekau over the weekend.

What happens now?

Nobody quite knows. Shekau in-

troduced himself as the Imam of 

Boko Haram, and swore bayah 

(allegiance) “to the Caliph of the 

Muslims” IS leader Abu Bakr Al-

Baghdadi, saying he would “hear 

DQG�REH\�LQ�WLPHV�RI�GL̇FXOW\�DQG�
prosperity.” 

In a formal sense it means that 

Shekau accepts the authority of 

Baghdadi as caliph—the transna-

tional leader of all Muslims. But 

Human Rights Watch researcher 

Mausi Segun says she is “not sure 

Shekau is ready to yield any part of 

his authority to IS.” Fatima Akilu, 

director of behavioral analysis in 

1LJHULD¶V�2̇FH�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�6H-

curity Adviser, doesn’t see Shekau’s 

personality allowing him to be “un-

der another person’s authority.” 

And according to Ryan Cummings, 

chief security analyst for Africa at 

WKH�FULVLV�PDQDJHPHQW�¿UP�UHG����
“declaring allegiance doesn’t nec-

essarily mean taking direction.” He 

believes Boko Haram’s narrow fo-

cus on Nigeria and the Lake Chad 

region may well continue, rather 

than the group turning to wage a 

broader jihadist war. 

Cummings points out that ISIL 

has not yet formally accepted 

Shekau’s bayah—but this is pre-

sumably only a formality. The 

ISIL-linked Amaq news agency 

UHSRUWHG�WKDW�¿JKWHUV�LQ�6\ULD¶V�$O�
Raqqah governorate “celebrated 

through the city streets” follow-

ing news of the pledge, according 

to the jihadist monitoring service, 

SITE. ISIL’s Twitter accounts also 

published “welcome” messages to 

Boko Haram.

Is this out of the blue? 

Commentators have noted that 

links between the two organi-

]DWLRQV� KDYH� ORQJ�EHHQ� ÀDJJHG�
through video and social media 

“shout-outs.” When Shekau an-

nounced the creation of a caliph-

ate in the captured Nigerian town 

RI�*ZR]D�LQ�$XJXVW�������KLV�YLGHR�
made reference to Al-Bagdahdi, 

who had proclaimed an ISIL ca-

liphate in June. ISIL had earlier 

approvingly cited Boko Haram’s 

abduction of the Chibok school 

JLUOV�LQ�$SULO������WR�MXVWLI\�LWV�HQ-

slavement of Yazidi women. 

,Q�1RYHPEHU��LVVXH�¿YH�RI�,6,/¶V�
glossy English-language Dabiq 

magazine said that bayah had been 

received from “Nigeria,” among 

other territories, but recognition 

was being delayed. “This delay 

should end with… the appointment 

or recognition of leadership” by 

the caliph for “those lands where 

multiple groups have given [alle-

giance] and merged,” the magazine 

said. It was possibly a reference to 

WKH� UH�XQL¿FDWLRQ� RI� HOHPHQWV� RI�
Boko Haram’s breakaway Ansaru 

faction, according to Jacob Zenn 

of the extremist monitoring group 

Jamestown Foundation, quoted 

by CNN. Most commentators 

have pointed to Boko Haram’s im-

proved communication and tech-

nical skills as further indication 

that links pre-dated last weekend’s 

announcement. 

Does it have operational sig-

QL¿FDQFH"
The Nigerian government has 

framed the alliance as proof of 

Boko Haram’s incapacity. It is 

evidence, they say, that regional 

military pressure involving neigh-

bors Cameroon, Chad and Niger 

is working. “For Boko Haram it’s 

a big propaganda coup, even for 

ISIL. We’ve been talking about 

them for the last few days now, and 

one of their objectives is to have 

that global spotlight,” said Akilu. 

“But operationally, I can’t see how 

LW�FDQ�KDYH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�EHQH¿W�´
Boko Haram is known to have 

long-standing connections to Al-

Qaeda-aligned Al-Shabab in So-

malia and Al-Qaeda in the Islamic 

Maghreb (AQIM). But IS has made 

VLJQL¿FDQW� LQURDGV� LQWR� 1RUWK�
Africa, with allegiance sworn by 

Egypt’s most active jihadist group 

Ansar Bait Al-Maqdis, Algeria’s 

Jund Al-Khilifa—which broke 

away from AQIM—and perhaps 

PRUH� VLJQL¿FDQWO\�� WKH� ULVH�RI�$Q-

sar Al-Sharia in Libya. “It is easy 

to understand the attraction to IS 

and the growing disenchantment 

of younger militants with Al-Qae-

da with its ageing leadership and 

its inability to carry out a major at-

tack against the West. By contrast, 

IS with its slick recruitment videos, 

is carving out a large swathe of ter-

ritory in Iraq and Syria and its mil-

itary successes in spite of Western 

airstrikes is especially appealing 

to the youth,” wrote Hussein Solo-

mon, for the think tank Research 

on Islam and Muslims in Africa.

While the jury is out on what 

level of operational and resource 

assistance could be shared be-

tween IS and Boko Haram, securi-

ty analyst Muktar Usman-Janguza 

points out that on the map, Libya 

is just one country (Chad or Niger, 

both with porous borders) away 

from Nigeria. “Boko Haram could 

draw on the technical expertise 

of the IS network in Libya. There 

could be help with bomb-making 

and IEDs [improvised explosive 

devices], or command and control 

to help them weather the pounding 

they are getting from the regional 

military forces currently operating 

against them,” he said. Segun of 

Human Rights Watch agreed that 

IS making inroads into Libya “is 

worrying for the Sahel region. In 

all likelihood, the two groups will 

have a far easier connection.”

Is Boko Haram now in the ji-

hadist mainstream? 

Yes, and its new-found credibility 

LV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SOXV�IRU�WKH�RUJDQL-
zation. Shekau’s past media per-

formances have been “erratic” and 

unlikely to appeal to a sophisticat-

ed audience abroad, said Usman-

Janguza. His at times deranged 

diatribes, worthy of a Nollywood-

style villain, are either the result of 

atrocious acting by a body double 

hired to impersonate the actually 

deceased leader—as researcher 

Andrea Brigalia insists—or, by 

Akilu’s reckoning, the result of the 

strain of being a hunted man.

Boko Haram always was to a 

great extent a local Nigerian phe-

nomenon. It has its roots in the 

Wahabist Jamat Izalat Al-Bida 

Wa Iqamat Al-Sunna (Society of 

Removal of Innovation and Re-

establishment of the Sunna), also 

known as Izala, that was founded 

LQ� �����ZLWK� 6DXGL� EDFNLQJ�� ,]DOD�
was in direct opposition to Nige-

ULD¶� V� DQFLHQW� 6X¿� WUDGLWLRQV� DQG�
far more liberal interpretation of 

Islam. Under Mohamed Yusuf, the 

founder of Boko Haram who re-

garded himself a scholar, the group 

was almost mainstream (although 

it still killed Muslims that opposed 

it, allegedly including Yusuf’s men-

tor, Jafar Mahmud Adam). Shekau 

WRRN� RYHU� LQ� �����ZLWK� WKH� GHDWK�
of Yusuf in Boko Haram’s aborted 

uprising, and is far more the sol-

dier than the sage, according to 

Akilu.

Boko Haram’s limited ideologi-

FDO�KRUL]RQV��¿[DWHG�RQ�EDWWOLQJ�1L-
geria’s secular state, was one rea-

son for the breakaway of Jamaatu 

$QDULO�0XVOLPLQD�¿�%LODGLV�6XGDQ�
(the Vanguard for the Protection 

of Muslims in Black Lands), better 

known as Ansaru—with its far more 

pan-Africanist outlook. According 

WR�1LJHULD¶V�2̇FH�RI� WKH�1DWLRQDO�
Security Adviser, Boko Haram fur-

ther localizes its appeal by drawing 

���SHUFHQW� RI� LWV� UHFUXLWV� IURP� LWV�
Borno State stronghold, thereby 

narrowing membership to largely 

a Kanuri ethnic pool. Its extreme 

violence, and failure to distinguish 

Muslims from non-Muslims in its 

attacks, was further cause for the 

rupture with Ansaru, which now 

seems at least partially repaired. 

Boko Haram has potentially wid-

ened its appeal with the IS endorse-

ment. “It has enhanced its jihadist 

credentials in the wider West Afri-

can region,” said Cummings. Boko 

Haram’s videos are now subtitled 

in French, a clear nod to a neigbor-

ing francophone audience. Valida-

tion by IS also provides the oppor-

WXQLW\�IRU�³SHRSOH�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�¿JKW�
for IS, but can’t get to the Levant” 

to join Boko Haram instead. Ni-

gerians that have the wherewithal 

have made their way to Syria to 

join Baghdadi. The latest publi-

cized case was last week, with the 

son of a former chief justice, who 

crossed to Syria from Turkey. For 

others, a homegrown Boko Haram, 

authenticated by jihadi “central 

command,” may be an alternative.

Where next for Nigeria? 

Boko Haram is “being pummeled, 

de-territorialized, but I would hes-

itate to say these guys are on their 

last legs,” said Usman-Janguza, a 

UK-based member of a Nigeria-

focused security forum. “They will 

GH¿QLWHO\�JR�EDFN�WR�WKHLU�ROG�JXH-

rilla tactics” employed before they 

started seizing towns and territory 

last year. Cummings believes a 

bombing campaign aimed at Nige-

ria’s presidential elections due on 

0DUFK���� LV� D� GLVWLQFW� SRVVLELOLW\��
with possibly attacks beyond Boko 

Haram’s traditional northern zone 

of operations. 

The potential for human rights 

violations against the local popula-

tion by Nigeria’s regional military 

allies mounting cross-border raids 

would work to Boko Haram’s ad-

vantage, said Usman-Janguza. “In-

evitably the security dynamics can 

have an impact on the [insurgen-

cy’s] local dynamics,” he noted. He 

pointed out that the Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) between 

Nigeria and its partners Chad, 

Cameroon and Niger is shrouded 

in mystery. “We don’t know how 

long they will stay or where they 

will be operating in Nigeria,” he 

said. “There has been no parlia-

mentary debate, even of the broad 

outlines of the MoU.”

Republished with permission from 
IRIN.

What does the Boko 

+DUDP�,6�DOOLDQFH�PHDQ"

Analysts are divided on what the extent of cooperation is between 

Boko Haram militants (pictured) and the Islamic State. 
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Osama Mohammad, 
six, was playing with 
other children in front 
of his home in Sana’a’s 
Hasaba neighborhood 

in late 2011, when he stepped on a 
land mine that detonated, causing 
permanent damage to his left leg 
which later had to be amputated.

Osama is a victim of the six month 
FRQÀLFW�WKDW�HUXSWHG�EHWZHHQ�¿JKW-
ers loyal to the powerful Al-Ahmar 
tribal family and the Republican 
Guards run by Ahmed Saleh, son 
of former President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, following the outbreak of the 
FRXQWU\¶V������XSULVLQJ��7KH�FRQÀLFW�
ended in November 2011 following 
the GCC initiative that forced Saleh 
from the presidency. 

Many locals caught up in the 
FRQÀLFW�� LQFOXGLQJ� 2VDPD¶V� IDP-
LO\��ÀHG�WKHLU�KRPHV�IRU�RWKHU�DUHDV�
throughout the country. They re-
turned following Saleh’s resignation 
and the cessation of hostilities in 
the area. 

Now many locals complain that 
land mines, allegedly planted in 
Hasaba by the Al-Ahmar family to 
prevent Saleh’s guards from sweep-
ing into the area, continue to pose a 
threat to those living in the neigh-
borhood.

According to Osama’s uncle Man-
sour, four years on and Osama is 
VWLOO� VX̆HULQJ� IURP� SV\FKRORJLFDO�
trauma as a result of his disability. 
However, as yet his family has been 
unable to receive assistance from 
the government or any other groups 
to help treat his condition. The con-
stant state of strife the country has 
been undergoing since the uprising 
KDV�PDGH� LW� GL̇FXOW� IRU� VXFK� UHVL-
dents to even have their case heard. 
³2VDPD�LV�D�YLFWLP�RI�FRQÀLFW�WKDW�

took place between warring political 
factions,” Mansour told the Yemen 
Times. “However, we’ve been un-
able to sue or seek any reparations, 
as we don’t know which government 
body to hold responsible.”

One of the outcomes of the Na-
tional Dialogue Conference’s (NDC) 
Transitional Justice Working 
Group, concluded in January 2014, 
is to provide reparations to victims 
of the 2011 uprising. Due to a lack of 
resources and capacity, the govern-
ment has been unable to provide for 
DOO�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�VX̆HUHG�LQ�RQH�
way or another. 

Shatha Harazi, rapporteur of 
the Transitional Justice Work-
ing Group, admitted to the Yemen 
Times that not much discussion 
surrounding the issue of land mines 
had taken place during NDC meet-
ings. “There were suggestions that 
SDUWLHV� WR� YDULRXV� FRQÀLFWV� FRRSHU-
ate with the state and provide maps 
detailing places where they were 
aware that mines had been placed,” 
she said. “However, few of these 

groups were willing to admit that 
they had taken part in such activi-
ties.”

The government is no more 
equipped now than it was then to 
hold any groups accountable, ac-
cording to Basem Al-Hakimi, a rep-
resentative of independent youth 
groups at the NDC. “The recent 
takeover of Sana’a by the Houthi 
movement, and the subsequent res-
ignation of the Hadi government, 
has further prevented any of the 
parties to the NDC from living up to 
their obligations,” Al-Hakimi said. 
“They’ve all been too concerned 
with mere survival.”

The Yemen Times spoke with Mo-
hammad Al-Bukhaiti, a member of 
WKH�+RXWKL�3ROLWLFDO�2̇FH�LQ�6DQD¶D��
regarding the group’s potential to 
KHOS�¿OO�WKH�JDS�VLQFH�LWV�ULVH�WR�SRZ-
er in Sana’a and other parts of the 
country. However, the likelihood 
that the Houthis, also known as An-
sar Allah, would be able or willing to 
plug such gaps is unlikely, he said. 

“Deactivating mines and other 
ERWs [explosive remnants of war] 
requires technical expertise that 
the Houthis simply do not pos-
sess,” he said. “This is the respon-
sibility of state bodies; we [Ansar 
Allah] have nothing to do with this 
process. However we haven’t pre-
vented these bodies from working 
H̆HFWLYHO\� WR� SHUIRUP� WKHLU� GXWLHV��
According to the Yemen Executive 
Mine Action Center (YEMAC), a 
local NGO established in 1998 that 
seeks to locate, identify and deac-
tivate mines still active throughout 
the country, 4,000 victims of mine 
attacks were recorded in Yemen in 
the period from 1962 to 2000, the 
year the group conducted its most 
recent survey. 

“Between 2000 and 2011, 243,000 
mines or explosive remnants of 
war have been destroyed,” accord-
ing to Ali Abdul Raqeeb, YEMAC’s 
deputy manager. “Since 2011, we’ve 
recorded 63 victims, most of whom 
are adults,” while YEMAC has iden-
WL¿HG� DQG� GHVWUR\HG� DQ� DGGLWLRQDO�
13,670 ERWs, he said. 

In June 2014, YEMAC began its 
second survey, which remains un-
derway. The current survey seeks 
WR� UHJLVWHU� FDVHV� LQ� DUHDV� D̆HFWHG�
E\� PRUH� UHFHQW� FRQÀLFWV�� VXFK� DV�
those that have taken place in gov-
HUQRUDWHV� D̆HFWHG� E\� ZDU� EHWZHHQ�
the government and groups such as 
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP) and the Houthis, in gov-
ernorates such as Sa’ada, Amran, 
Sana’a and Abyan. 

However, Raqeeb admitted, “The 
true scope of the problem is likely 
much larger than we’ve been able 
to measure, perhaps fourfold,” he 
VDLG�� ³7KH� WRWDO� ¿JXUH� QRZ� LV� KDUG�
to know.” 

The use of mines by combatants 
ZDV� ¿UVW� LQWURGXFHG� WR� <HPHQ� LQ�
1962, during the revolution against 
the country’s Imamate in the north 

that lasted until 1967, according 
to Raqeeb. “Tensions between the 
north and south in the 1970’s and 
80’s exacerbated the problem,” he 
said. “Particularly in the governor-
ates of Al-Baida, Ibb, and Al-Dhale, 
located along the border of the for-
mer republics of North and South 
Yemen.” 

According to Ahmed Alawi, 
<(0$&¶V� FKLHI� LQIRUPDWLRQ�ṘFHU��
the Al-Sadda and Al-Nadera dis-
tricts of Ibb governorate were the 
PRVW� D̆HFWHG� E\�PLQHV� GXULQJ� WKH�
SURWUDFWHG� FRQÀLFW�� +RZHYHU�� GH-
VSLWH�WKH�PDQ\�FRQÀLFWV�EHWZHHQ�GLI-
ferent warring groups throughout 
the country since then, civilians re-
main the largest victims, he added. 
6LQFH�WKH�JURXS¶V�¿UVW�VXUYH\�ZDV�

conducted in 2000, YEMAC has 
been working on deactivating mines 
LQ� DOO� D̆HFWHG� JRYHUQRUDWHV�� KRZ-
ever this has been hampered by the 
FRQVWDQW� FRQÀLFW� WKH� FRXQWU\� KDV�
witnessed.
7KH� ¿UVW� SKDVH� RI� WKH� GHDFWLYD-

tion process is the conducting of 
“non-technical surveys,” according 
to Alawi. This consists of question-
naires being handed out to people 
LQ�D̆HFWHG�DUHDV�DVNLQJ�ZKHWKHU�RU�
QRW�WKH\�DUH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�VSHFL¿F�OR-
cations of any mines. 

This is followed by a “techni-
cal survey” or “purging process,” 

in which modern mine detecting 
technology is used to determine the 
VSHFL¿F�ORFDWLRQV�RI�(5:V�DQG�WKHQ�
deactivate them.

“The second process is lengthy, 
and can often take months,” ex-
plained Alawi. “It’s a dangerous 
process which requires that our of-
¿FHUV� DUH� FDUHIXO� DQG� DFFXUDWH� LQ�
order to avoid becoming casualties 
themselves, which has happened in 
the past.”
$UHDV�D̆HFWHG�E\�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�

FRQÀLFW� DUH� WKH� ODVW� WR� EH� WDUJHWHG��
according to Alawi. The Arhab and 
Bani Hushaish districts are some 
RI� WKH�PRVW�D̆HFWHG� LQ�6DQD¶D�JRY-
ernorate, for example, due to on-
going clashes between Houthi and 
Islah supporters in the area. How-
ever, YEMAC has been unable as 
yet to conduct surveys and sweeps 
in these areas. “Most of our current 
work remains in relatively stable 
governorates, such as Ibb and Al-
Dhale,” Alawi said. 

YEMAC has also developed a re-
habilitation department, dedicated 
to providing assistance in the form 
of crutches and prosthetic limbs 
WR� WKRVH� ZKR� KDYH� EHHQ� D̆HFWHG��
“We’ve done our best to encour-
DJH� WKRVH� D̆HFWHG� WR� UHJLVWHU� WKHLU�
names with our center so they can 
be provided with such aid,” Alawi 
said. 

Osama and others in the capital’s 
Hasaba neighborhood are among 
those who have been provided for, 
he said. He admits that YEMAC has 
been unable to reach many of those 
LQ�WKH�PRVW�D̆HFWHG�JRYHUQRUDWHV��

Mansour Hussein, 42, a local 
from Abyan governorate’s Jar dis-
WULFW�� ÀHG� WKH� DUHD� LQ� ODWH� ����� IRO-
ORZLQJ� ¿JKWLQJ� EHWZHHQ� WKH� JRY-
ernment and AQAP. “We returned 
D� \HDU� ODWHU� ZKHQ� WKH� ¿JKWLQJ� KDG�
subsided,” and it was then that he 

stepped on a mine located next to 
his home that had been planted 
ZKHQ�KH�DQG�RWKHUV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�ÀHG��

Hussein’s injuries have prevented 
him from working and being able to 
provide for his family, he said, and 
government aid has not been forth-
coming. “We’re totally reliant on aid 
from local NGOs, individual donors 
DQG� WULEDO� ¿JXUHV�´� KH� DGGHG�� ³7KH�
area is still almost as dangerous as 
before, only now there’s much more 
uncertainty.”

Different types of landmines and explosive devices, referred to as explosive remnants of war (ERW)

A device used by YEMAC’s technical team to detect mine-infected ar-
eas.

Green dots refer to areas where landmines have been removed, while white dots refer to areas which 
remain infected by landmines.

Landmine clearance remains 
GL̇FXOW�DPLG�RQJRLQJ�WHQVLRQ�
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 � Indian, with 20 years 
experience in 
commercial 
correspondence and 
executive secretary, well 
versed in 
correspondence and all 
office routines, seeking 
immediate suitable 
placement. 733767686, 
nmdevan2003@yahoo.
co.in

 � Male, holds master 
degree in English and 
ICDL in computer, 6 year 
experience in teaching, 
available as a tutor or for 
any job that requires 
English. 77758466, 

736974711.
 � Nashwan Hasan, BA 

Accountant, 7 years 
experience, seeks to 
work in an organization 
where English is essntial. 
771580509, 777228719

 � OSHA certified, with 20 
years Gulf exp. in oil & 
gas, variety of HSE, 
safety fields, including 
fire fighting, health and 
sfety, 2 years Gulf exp. 
in construction.  
jmlsalem@yahoo.com

 � Teacher of math, physics 
and chemistry in English 
seeks work at school. 
735694439 

 � Male, bachelor’s degree 
in English language, 

diploma in marketing & 
computer science, 
experienced as an 
operations officer, 
treasurer and teacher. 
Looking for any job that 
requires English. 
777004207

 � Female, BA in Arabic 
literature, very good 
written and spoken 
French/English, seeks 
work as a babysitter for a 
foreign family (Aden or 
Taiz). 737168816

 � Rainbow School is 
requesting female 
teachers for Arabic, 
English and Maths, with 
no less than 3 years 
experience, to teach 
elementary grades. 
Fluent and non-accented 
English language is 
required. Contact: 
733811430, 733406194. 
Email: emma5565@
yahoo.com 

 � Required, experienced 
housemaid to work in 

Sana’a. She must be 
able to speak English. 
Send an email to 
ccaruso87@yahoo.com, 
mention your full name, 
nationality, contact 
teelphone, and how long 
you have been in Yemen.

 � A Yemeni government 
body wishes to hire a full 
time media and PR 
person. Candidates must 
have experience in 
working with the media 
and presenting the 
authority in public. 
English is favorable. 
Applicants must send 
their CVs and cover 
letter to yasinsaif@gmail.
com 

 � For Sale: Galaxy 3 
Sprint phones, brand 
new from USA for $200 
or best offer. 773691845

 � A comfortable modern 
car is available with its 
English-speaking driver, 
for touring Sana’a. Call 
Hashim at 736147911.

Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 199, Fire 
Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 
118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, 
Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-
City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication 
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061, Tourism 254032, 
TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-
Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air                273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8
Etihad Airways 01-442725
Fly Dubai 01-446750
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 
 Fax:260824 

 02 - 270347
 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
   Tel. 264775,  264702

 Fax. 264703, 503350
 
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        
 Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451
        
cAR RENtALS

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
 Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309
 Aden: 02 245625

cAR SHOWROOMS & SPARE PARtS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49
 Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

cOMPutER EducAtION 
ANd INStItutES

 
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 207025/26                    
British Institute for languages & Computer 
  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

cOuRIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975 Taiz   04 205 780
DHL   01 441096/7/8

fREIgHt fORWARdERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services 
 Tel: 967 1 431339
 Fax: 431340
  alnada2@yemen.net.ye
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
  01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link  01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 
 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3
World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299

HOSPItALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOtELS

Royal Crown Hotel & Suites 
01406661 406681
L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40
Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2

Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  01 546666
 Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-418320

INSuRANcE cOMPANIES
 
UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555
 Free Number: 800 55 55
Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
Sana’a   272713/874 Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz  250029 Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
 Aden: 255668                                     
 Taiz:240927/34
 Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
 Sana’a  284193, 5 lines
 Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company
 Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,
 Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,
 Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17
Aman Insurance     01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
  Fax: 448339

REStAuRANtS
 
Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
 Tel: 01 505290  
 01 266375             
 Fax:01 267619
Manabu Japanese Chef’s Restaurant
 417391
My Pie  431999

ScHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 
 Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2 
                                               Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools
 01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593                  
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SuPERMARKEtS
 
Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

tRANSLAtIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French 
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic.                     Tel: 01-240515

tRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism  01-535080/83                                                                             
 02-221270
Falcon Holidays 444118
Falcon Business Center 446250 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777
Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6
           
uNIVERSItIES

American World University, Rep.
by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - 
 733061203 Fax: 535702
University of Applied and Social Science
 Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441, 
 Aden: 234533 / 234960
Queen  rwa University    Tel: 449971/2
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel: 675567
 Fax: 675885

MINIStRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways
 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 
 01-294579
Ministry of Defence  01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation        
 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 
 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 
 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 
 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

åUàà�ÑÃWLN
�

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

U�For Sale       U�Job vacancies
U�Buying        U�Job seekers 
U�Housing available  U��Other
U�Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3
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CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

3HWURFKHPLFDO�SODQWV��UHÀQHULHV�
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
2LO�ÀHOGV�DQFLOODU\�LQVWDOODWLRQV�
$LU�SXULÀFDWLRQ�IRU�LQGXVWU\
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
EHUWKV�	�UHÀQHU\�WHUPLQDOV�

2IIVKRUH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUNV�
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
3UHIDEULFDWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�	�RIÀFH�IDFLOLWLHV�
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
$LUSRUWV��URDGV��KLJKZD\V��EULGJHV�	�Á\�RYHUV�
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.
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Al-Ekhwa roundabout:04/221510 

Al-Saeed center 04/252614

Sana’a
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Al-Steen street 01/454858
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Al-Moala :  02/240220                                   

Aden Mall: 02/263088

Ibb
Taiz street :04/416962

Contemporary Islamic views support reform in 
favor of women
Marianna Hainisch, the mother of 
an Austrian president and founder 
of the New Woman Movement for 
Austria, claimed to have been in-
spired that same year. She stated in 
1925, “The greatest ideal of wom-
anhood all my life has been Ta-
hirih… I was only 17 when I heard 
of her life and her martyrdom, but I 
said, ‘I shall try to do for the women 
of Austria what Tahirih gave her life 
to do for the women of Persia.’”

Remarkably, there were several 
clerics in the traditional religious 
scene whose opinions about femi-
nism formed the core of movements 
demanding women’s rights. In 
1995, traditional cleric Mohammad 
Baqer Mojtahed Kamarei wrote 

several articles in favor of women’s 
participation in parliamentary elec-
tions in Iran since 1953, at a time 
when most political elites, even in 
secular circles, were opposed to 
this idea and considered it against 
social norms and virtues.

Several prominent clerics are cur-
rently demanding the amendment 
of religious laws that persecute 
women. Those include Ayatollah 
Ibrahim Jannaati, a prominent reli-
gious scholar in the Qom seminary 
who believes that there is nothing 
in religion that forbids giving wom-
en social and political positions. 
They can, he believes, even occupy 
leading judicial, religious and po-
litical positions in the country.

As for Najaf seminaries, Sheikh 
Ishac Al-Fayad, one the four 
prominent religious authorities in 
Najaf, published a book two years 
ago about women’s rights in Is-
lamic law, titled “The position of 
women in the Islamic system.” He 
recently defended women’s right to 
handle diverse political and leader-
VKLS�WDVNV�LQ�GL̆HUHQW�¿HOGV�DQG�WR�
drive vehicles. He noted that wom-
en’s testimonies are equal to men’s 
before the judiciary and strongly 
criticized religious stories accord-
ing to which women lack men’s 
various humanitarian virtues, dis-
missing them as inaccurate histori-
cal assumptions.

These opinions left a gradual 

positive impact on Iranian society. 
The marriage of girls under the age 
of 13 was banned, and women were 
granted the right to divorce in some 
cases, like when the husband goes 
missing for four years, and a lot 
of Iranian woman currently take 
advantage of that right. Women 
are also able to demand half of 
the money they helped their hus-
bands earn during their marital life.

Nevertheless, women’s rights 
activists from all secular and re-
ligious currents are working hard 
to make progress in various other 
¿HOGV� WR� HQG� DOO� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�
and persecution against women. 
According to several reports and 
studies, the situation of women in 
Iran is considered better than that 
in some Middle Eastern societies 
and even in some societies that are 
not governed by a religious system, 
like Pakistan. One of the main rea-
sons explaining the lack of reforms 
in some Middle Eastern countries 
like Pakistan and Saudi Arabia is 
that reform and change never ap-
SHDUHG� LQ� WKH� ¿UVW� SODFH� RU� QHYHU�
had a remarkable presence in the 
religious system of these societies. 
Since Middle Eastern societies are 
VWLOO�JUHDWO\�D̆HFWHG�E\�UHOLJLRQ��DQ\�
positive or negative change within 
the religious institution leaves a 
trail on their social, political and 
legal systems.

When comparing Iran to Saudi 

Arabia—since both follow Sharia—
D� SURQRXQFHG� GL̆HUHQFH� DSSHDUV��
Women in Saudi Arabia are still 
¿JKWLQJ�IRU�WKHLU�EDVLF�ULJKWV��VXFK�
as the right to drive. It wasn’t until 
2001 that they obtained the right 
to vote and run for the municipal 
council elections in a limited way.

The Saudi regime often tries to 
justify this situation by claiming 

that Saudi society is conservative 
and resistant to reform. Howev-
er, Saudi activist Mai Yamani ex-
pressed an opposing opinion in her 
book “Feminism and Islam,” as she 
believes that persecution of women 
and discrimination against them 
comes from the Saudi religious and 
political institutions rather than so-
ciety itself.


